
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

UMM Salal face an uphill task 
as they take on league leaders 
Al Duhail in the final of the 
Ooredoo Cup at the Jassim Bin 
Hamad Stadium on Tuesday 
night. The title clash, which 
kicks-off at 10pm, is expected 
to be an exciting one as both 
teams are looking to tourna-
ment for the first time.

Duhail, who qualified for 
the final at the expense of arch-
rivals Al Sadd in the semi-fi-
nals, are runaway favourites for 
the title. The Red Knights have 
a lethal combination of play-
ers, especially in forward areas 
where captain Almoez Ali, Fer-
jani Sassi, Mohamed Muntari, 
Ismail Mohamed and Nam 
Tae-Hee can create havoc.

Duhail’s Argentinian coach 
Hernan Crespo, however, was 
wary of Umm Salal, who fought 
back from a goal down to beat 
Al Arabi 2-1 in the other semi-
final. “Umm Salal’s presence in 
the final shows their ambitions 
and this deserved to be there,” 
said Crespo on Sunday.

“It also means that they 
have the resources to reach 
thus far and that should make 
us study the opponents well. 
These matches can’t be as-
sessed based on the results of 
the league and the team that 
has the highest concentration 
will win the title. We will pre-
pare our players well in order 
to win the first title this season. 
In cup matches, it is not pos-
sible to rely on the ranking of 
teams in the league,” he added.

Duhail are frontrunners to 
win the QNB Stars League, with 
a two-point advantage over 
Arabi and also have a game in 
hand. Crespo is pleased with 
how Duhai’s season has gone 
by but is keen to make it better 
with an Ooredoo Cup trophy.

“We are targeting our first 
title in the current season,” he 
said. “We succeeded in reach-
ing this stage of the tourna-
ment after playing six matches 
against big teams and we were 
able to win five matches and 
draw one. The team was not de-
feated at all and this means to 
us that the team is doing well.

“We will rely on players 
who are physically and techni-

cally ready, and we will prepare 
all our players. This is a match 
that cannot be taken for grant-
ed and we must be at the top of 
our focus in order to appear at 
the level that guarantees us the 
title,” added Crespo.

Meanwhile, a title triumph 
today would boost Umm Salal’s 
morale as they are languish-
ing in 11th and penultimate 
place at the QNB Stars League 
table with 13 points. The Or-
ange Fortress progressed to the 
semifinals after topping their 
group, but are in the relegation 

battle in the league.
Today, they will rely on 

Yassin al-Bakhit, who scored 
the winning goal against Al 
Arabi in the semifinal, in addi-
tion to Abdullah Khafifi, Joao 
Teixeira, Adil Rhaili, Nasser al-
Nasr and Adel Alawi.

Umm Salal’s Moroccan 
coach Talal El Karkouri said the 
team has renewed belief after 
having outfought inform Arabi 
in the last four. “The match 
against Duhail is crucial and 
we will be ready in order to win 
the title, especially since victory 

over Al Arabi in the semifinal 
gave the players a great morale 
boost,” he said yesterday.

“Definitely an important 
and strong match against the 
league leaders, but we see it 
as an opportunity to win the 
title. Duhail are an excellent 
team and have players at a very 
high level. They present them-
selves well and are on top of the 
league table,” he added.

El Karkouri was in no doubt 
what Umm Salal will be against 
today, but was confident that 
a Cup game can throw up sur-
prises.  “Duhail will, of course, 
be more difficult than the pre-
vious match with Al Arabi. I 
hope that we do not repeat 
what happened during the first 
half in the Al Arabi match and 
that we appear in a satisfactory 
manner through which we can 
achieve a good result. We have 
nothing to lose and this is the 
nature of the cup finals,” the 
Moroccan said

“We must try to do our best 
to achieve victory, especially 
since we got the opportunity 
to reach the final. I have great 
confidence in our players in 
order to make an effort to win 
the title. We will play in a dif-
ferent way and style, and all we 
seek is crowning glory,” added 
El Karkouri.

Al Duhail-Umm Salal all set 
for Ooredoo Cup title clash
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FIFA President Gianni Infantino and European Club Association (ECA) 
Chairman Nasser Al Khelaifi during the signing of MoU between FIFA and 
ECA at the 29th ECA General Assembly in Budapest, Hungary, on Monday.

Al Duhail players going through a strenuous warm up session during training ahead of their Ooredoo Cup 
final against Umm Salal to be played on Tuesday. Both teams are eyeing their first Ooredoo Cup title.

FIFA signs renewed 
MoU with ECA

FIFA

FIFA President Gianni Infanti-
no and European Club Associa-
tion (ECA) Chairman Nasser 
Al Khelaifi on Monday signed 
a renewed Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between 
FIFA and ECA at the 29th ECA 
General Assembly in Budapest, 
Hungary.

The long-term agreement, 
until 31 December 2030, rein-
forces the relationship between 
FIFA and ECA bringing long-
term stability to the national 
team and club game. 

The MoU includes a re-
newed commitment by clubs 
to adhere to the International 
Match Calendar, which re-
ceived the unanimous ap-
proval of the FIFA Council on 
14 March 2023, until 2030, 
and ECA confirmed their sup-
port for the new FIFA Club 
World Cup from 2025, featur-
ing 12 European clubs, a yearly 
game between the winner of 
the UEFA Champions League 
and the winner of an intercon-
tinental play-off and a FIFA 
Women’s Club World Cup to be 
created. 

The Club Benefits Pro-
gramme, which compensates 
all clubs who release players for 
the men’s World Cup, will now 
increase from $209 million for 
the 2018 and 2022 FIFA World 
Cup to $355 million for the 
2026 and 2030 tournaments.

FIFA President Gianni In-
fantino said: “This is a signifi-
cant day for the future of foot-
ball and its long-term stability. 

We are very happy to renew 
and strengthen our coopera-
tion agreement with ECA, an 
important stakeholder repre-
senting clubs from all over Eu-
rope.

 “To have the new Interna-
tional Match Calendar endorsed 
by ECA provides the necessary 
balance between club and na-
tional team football. We have 
exciting projects ahead, includ-
ing the new FIFA Club World 
Cup in 2025 and the new FIFA 
Women`s Club World Cup. A 
close collaboration with clubs 
in Europe, and the rest of the 
world, will be essential for the 
success of those events.” 

ECA Chairman Nasser Al 
Khelaifi said: “We are delighted 
to have signed this landmark 
agreement. The MoU recognises 
the central role of clubs in foot-
ball globally and ensures that 
they are properly represented in 
decision-making around issues 
which affect them.

“FIFA and ECA will also now 
establish closer working prac-
tices on a future revamped Club 
World Cup, including the sport-
ing and commercial aspects for 
the 2025 edition, and working 
together on future editions in-
cluding on potential structures 
for managing the commercial 
rights going forward.

“We look forward to work-
ing closely with FIFA over the 
coming months and years to 
ensure that the benefits of new 
and expanded competitions in 
both men’s and women’s foot-
ball are properly shared across 
the ecosystem.”

Algerian national team player Youcef Atal is getting treated at Aspetar Hospital in Qatar to recover from an injury. The talented right-back of French 
club Nice and a key player in the Algerian team is benefitting from Aspetar’s world-class facilities and expertise. He underwent some medical  
examinations before a treatment and rehabilitation programme was devised. The winner of the 2019 African Cup, Atal is determined to recover 
and regain his form with his French club and the Algerian national team.

Algerian footballer Youcef Atal undergoing rehab at Aspetar

The Qatar Olympic Committee’s Athletes Committee held its first regu-
lar General Assembly meeting for 2020-2024 at QOC’s Headquarters 
on Sunday. The meeting was chaired by Secretary-General of Athletes 
Commission Nada Mohamed Wafa and attended by members of  the 
General Assembly who satisfied  the meeting quorum. During  the 
meeting, attendees have approved GA members list, ratified meeting 
agenda, set up a strategic work plan to achieve the Commission’ objec-
tives and fulfill its needs in the years to come. The committee  official 
budget for 2023 , its programs ,  activities, as well as athletes worships, 
field visits and participation in  all events across the country have been 
reviewed during the meeting. Most notably, the General Assembly have 
unanimously approved the request of Mrs. Mubaraka Al Abdallah of 
Qatar Winter Sports Committee to join the General Assembly of the 
Athletes Commission. To shed lights on the committee’s incoming 
activities, the Committee Nada Mohamed Wafa said the committee will 
organize a series of workshops in future that will be in cooperation with 
Olympic Council of Asia and IOC’s Athletes Commission. (TNN)

QOC Athletes Commission holds 
General Assembly Meeting

QSL holds co-ordination and technical meet ahead of Ooredoo Cup final
THE Qatar Stars League 

(QSL) continued the ar-
rangements and preparations 
ahead of the final of 2022-2023 
season Ooredoo Cup between 
Umm Salal and Al Duhail, to be 
played at the Jassim bin Ham-
ad Stadium of Al Sadd club on 
Tuesday (10pm kick-off).

The Co-ordination and 
Technical Meetings were held 
at the QSL Headquarters in 
Al Bidda Tower on Sunday in 
the presence of Hassan Rabiah 
Al Kuwari, Executive Director 
of Sales, Marketing and Com-
munication at the QSL, Ahmed 
Salman Al Adsani, Director of 

Competitions Department at the 
QSL, Ahmed Abdullah Al Sayed, 
Head of Football Operations at 
the QSL, representatives of the 
two clubs and a representative 
of the Referees Department of 
Qatar Football Association.

Al Kuwari welcomed all at-
tendees and congratulated both 

teams on their qualification for 
the final, wishing that the fans 
would enjoy an exciting final. 
He stressed that the meetings 
came in line with the policy of 
continuous co-ordination be-
tween the QSL and clubs to pre-
sent the tournament in an ap-
propriate manner at all levels.

Al Adsani, while congratu-
lating the two teams on reach-
ing the final, explained many 
points related to the match.
During the meeting, a number 
of topics were also discussed, 
most notably:
 Organizational procedures for 
the coronation of champions and 
runners-up.
 Importance of commitment to 
attend the stadium in time.
 Approval of official kits of both 
teams (main and reserve).
 The representative of Refer-
ees Department emphasized the 
need to adhere to all decisions 
of match referees.



ANTONIO Conte’s departure 
from Tottenham was the 
11th in the Premier League 

this term, a record for in-season 
managerial changes. The Ital-
ian’s exit by mutual consent was 
announced by the club on Sun-
day evening, with his assistant 
Cristian Stellini placed in charge 
until the summer.
Here, the PA news agency looks 
at this season’s departures and 
how the tally compares to past 
seasons.
August: Scott Parker took 
Bournemouth to promotion last 
season but did not even see out 
their first month back in the Pre-
mier League after a 9-0 defeat to 
Liverpool.
September: A shock Champions 
League defeat to Dinamo Zagreb 
prompted Chelsea to dismiss 
Thomas Tuchel. Brighton boss 

Graham Potter was lured to 
replace him.
October: Wolves moved on from 
Bruno Lage early in the month, 
before Steven Gerrard was dis-
missed by Aston Villa.
November: Southampton’s 
struggles saw Ralph Hasenhuttl 
sacked and replaced by Nathan 
Jones.
January: Everton’s ongoing rel-
egation fears cost Frank Lampard 
his role at Goodison Park. Febru-
ary Leeds ended Jesse Marsch’s 
unhappy spell in charge before, 
a week later, Jones became the 
second Saints casualty of the 
season after just three months in 
charge.
March: Crystal Palace sacked 
Patrick Vieira after a 12-match 
winless run before Conte’s in-
creasingly fractious relationship 
with Spurs came to an end.

Sacking season Eleven in-
season departures breaks the 
record of 10, set on three previ-
ous occasions in the Premier 
League era.
The 2013-14 campaign was the 
first to hit double figures, with 
Fulham contributing two to that 
total as first Martin Jol and then 
Rene Meulensteen were shown 
the door. West Brom and Totten-
ham’s in-season appointments, 
Pepe Mel and Tim Sherwood 
respectively, lasted only until the 
end of the season and Spurs 
then lured Mauricio Pochettino 
from Southampton, taking the 
season’s final total to 13.
There were a record 15 in total 
in 2017-18, with again 10 com-
ing during the season including 
two each from Southampton 
(Claude Puel and Mauricio Pel-
legrino) and West Brom (Tony 

Pulis and Alan Pardew).
West Ham, Everton, Stoke and 
Swansea each made a second 
change when the season con-
cluded, while Arsene Wenger 
resigned from his long reign at 
Arsenal.
Last season was the other to 
see 10 managers jettisoned 
during the season, including both 
Xisco Munoz and Claudio Ranieri 
being flung off the ever-erratic 
Watford roundabout. An 11th de-
parture came at the end of the 
season as Manchester United’s 
interim boss Ralf Rangnick, ap-
pointed in November to succeed 
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer, left Old 
Trafford. There have been three 
separate instances of nine in-
season departures, in 1994-95 
- when there were still 22 clubs 
in the Premier League - 2004-05 
and 2008-09. (DPA)

Conte’s exit sets Premier League  
record for in-season coach changes

Tottenham Hotspur’s Italian head coach Antonio Conte’s departure by 
mutual consent  was announced by the club on Sunday evening. (AFP)

Southgate to ensure England 
do not rest on their laurels

DPA 
LONDON

GARETH Southgate warned 
England’s quest for European 
Championship glory will be in 
“trouble” if their focus or com-
mitment wavers after making a 
dream start to qualification.

The trip to reigning cham-
pions Italy and Sunday’s 
Wembley clash against Euro 
2020 quarter-final opponents 
Ukraine provided a tough start 
on the journey to next sum-
mer’s finals in Germany.

But Southgate’s absentee-
hit side bounced back well from 
the disappointment of Decem-
ber’s World Cup quarter-final 
exit to France, with last Thurs-
day’s 2-1 victory in Naples rep-
resenting a first win away to 
Italy since 1961.

Three days later England 
comfortably beat Ukraine 2-0 
in front of a sell-out crowd, 
meaning they took maximum 
points from the hardest double-
header in a group completed by 
North Macedonia and Malta.

The Euro 2020 runners-up 
are expected to record another 
six-point haul when they face 
the latter nations in the sum-
mer, but Southgate will not al-
low complacency to seep in.

“I would expect everyone 
would want to be here and want 
to be a part of it,” the England 
boss said of June’s trip to Malta 
and Group C qualifier against 
North Macedonia at Old Trafford.

“We’ll of course look to psy-
chologically refresh the group 
by giving them some time off at 
the end of the season.

“But if we start to think 
that we haven’t got to turn up 
for games in June because the 
world ranking of the opponents 
isn’t as high as the two oppo-
nents we’ve had now, then we 
are in trouble, really.

“That’s not the approach 
we’ll be looking for and I don’t 
think the mentality of the team 
(is like that).” This is England’s 
fourth attempt at winning a ma-
jor tournament under South-
gate, who oversaw the surpris-
ing run to the 2018 World Cup 

semi-finals before going within 
a penalty shoot-out of triumph-
ing at Euro 2020.

Further progress was vis-
ible on the field in Qatar, only 
for eventual finalists France to 
emerge victorious from their 
hard-fought World Cup quar-
ter-final.

Southgate considered his 
future after that defeat but a 
week later committed to seeing 
through his Football Association 
contract that runs until 2024.

“I think that whatever had 
happened this week I still felt it 
would have been the right deci-
sion (to stay on),” the England 
boss said.

“For a start, I think the 
team can continue to improve.

“Had the decision been dif-
ferent, I think this would have 
been a really complicated week 
for somebody else to come in 
and take two matches with 
such a quick turnaround.

“But I’ve said to the players 
in the dressing room I love be-
ing a part of this team. They’re 
brilliant to work with.” Another 

key reason for England’s rise 
is the performances of record-
breaking skipper Harry Kane.

Thursday’s penalty in Italy 
saw him become the country’s 
all-time top scorer - a figure he 
extended to 55 by opening the 
scoring against Ukraine, who 
were then hit by a Bukayo Saka 
stunner.

“I know the goals are of 
course important, but I liked 
his all-round performances,” 
Southgate said of captain Kane, 
who missed a key spot-kick in 
the loss to France.

“He was strong with both 
pairs of centre-backs that 
he had to play against and I 
thought that was a really good 
message for the team.

“He was backing into play-
ers, he was aggressive with his 
play and I think that’s impor-
tant for him. He’s got to con-
tinue to do that.

“He’s somebody that I think 
it would be easy for us to get 
drawn into not challenging but 
we’ve got to challenge him as 
well.”

England’s coach Gareth Southgate (left) gives instructions to England’s midfielder Jack Grealish during the UEFA Euro 2024 Group C qualification 
match against Italy in Naples recently. (AFP)

DPA 
LONDON 

GARETH Bale will receive a 
farewell from Wales fans at 
the Euro 2024 qualifier against 
Latvia in Cardiff on Tuesday.

Former captain Bale retired 
from football in January after 
making 111 appearances and 
scoring 41 goals - both records 
for the team - during a remarka-
ble 16-year international career.

The 33-year-old former 
Real Madrid played his final 
game at the World Cup in No-
vember and will arrive in Car-
diff from his Los Angeles home 
before kick-off. There will be a 
pitchside presentation ahead of 
the game with Bale expected to 

say a few words to Wales sup-
porters.

“Gareth Bale will be at the 
Cardiff City Stadium tomorrow 
night,” the Football Association 
of Wales said on their official 
Twitter account on Monday.

“There will be an oppor-
tunity pre-match for The Red 
Wall (Wales fans) to show their 
appreciation to a Cymru leg-
end.” Bale’s return comes with 
sold-out signs ready to go up at 
the Cardiff City Stadium after 
Wales’ opening Euro qualifier, 
a 1-1 draw in Croatia.

Substitute Nathan Broad-
head’s debut goal deep into 
stoppage time has handed the 
team a massive boost ahead of 
taking on Latvia, 133rd in the 

FIFA world rankings and 105 
places below Wales. Manager 
Rob Page said: “We’ve sold 
32,000 tickets and it’s going to 
be an incredible atmosphere.

“Croatia is the reference 
point for us. We went to a great 
team in Croatia and not many 
people get a result there, and 
we did it with a not-full squad.

“It was a tough start going 
away from home and we can 
build on that. But we have to 
earn the right to play and use the 
ball really well and when we get 
chances we need to be ruthless.

“We will need to be patient 
and try and nullify their threat.” 
Wales, again without injured 
pair Ben Davies and Brennan 
Johnson, are expected to be un-

changed from the side that held 
the World Cup semi-finalists in 
Split.

As well as Broadhead, Bir-
mingham midfielder Jordan 
James made his first appear-
ance and there were four other 
uncapped players on the bench.

Fulham’s Luke Harris was 
given Bale’s number 11 jer-
sey and, although the highly-
rated teenager did not get on 
the pitch in Split, Page said 
“Watch this space” when 
asked if there would be more 
debuts on Tuesday.

Skipper Aaron Ramsey, 
Daniel James and Harry Wil-
son were all protected with 
Page withdrawing the trio after 
64 minutes against Croatia.

Bale to receive fan farewell as Wales face Latvia

DPA 
BERLIN 

ROBERTO Martinez hailed 
the experience of Cristiano 
Ronaldo as the 38-year-old 
scored twice in Portugal’s 
6-0 thrashing of Luxem-
bourg.

Ronaldo followed up his 
brace against Liechtenstein 
on Thursday with another on 
Sunday at the Stade de Lux-
embourg as Portugal made 
it two wins from two to start 
their Euro 2024 qualifying 
campaign.

Joao Felix, Bernardo Sil-
va, Otavio and Rafael Leao 
added the other goals, and 
Martinez was quick to praise 
Ronaldo for his contribu-
tions in the Spaniard’s first 
games as head coach.

“Cristiano has incredible 
international experience, 
probably unique as he is the 
only player [in the world] 
with 198 caps,” he said at a 
post-match press confer-
ence. “His experience is very 
important in the dressing 
room.” 

Former Belgium boss 
Martinez also claimed he 
was happier with another 
clean sheet than with his 
team’s attacking display, and 
reserved praise for 19-year-
old centre-back Antonio 
Silva, who replaced Goncalo 

Inacio from the Liechten-
stein win.

“I value the zero goals 
against more than the six 
goals, the penalty and the 
great attacking game we 
played here in Luxembourg,” 
he said. “This game was not 
easy. What was important 
in both games was work and 
consistency.

“It wasn’t just changing 
some of the options. There 
are many options, it was 
more a change due to 
the physical demands. It was 
important to see Goncalo 
Inacio play well in the first 
game [v Liechtenstein], but 
for a young man, three days 
after a game, it was also im-
portant for him to rest.

“It was important to 
see Antonio Silva entering 
a very important position, 
getting on the ball and go-
ing up against Luxembourg’s 
attack.

“It was good to see An-
tonio Silva together with the 
experience of Ruben Dias 
and Danilo Pereira. And Rui 
Patricio was also very good, 
so the team was very strong 
defensively in this game.” 
Portugal top Group J ahead 
of Slovakia by two points, 
with the next round of fix-
tures coming in June when 
the Selecao host Bosnia-
Herzegovina.

Ronaldo experience 
‘very important’ for 
Portugal: Martinez

Portugal’s forward Cristiano Ronaldo (right) shoots and scores  
his team’s fourth goal during the UEFA Euro 2024 Group J  
qualification match against Luxembourg at the Stade de  
Luxembourg, in Luxembourg, on Sunday. (AFP)

FRANKFURT: Bayern Munich winger Serge Gnabry and West Ham 
defender Thilo Kehrer will be in Germany’s starting line-up for the 
friendly match against Belgium on Tuesday. Coach Hansi Flick told 
a news conference on Monday that they will replace midfielder Kai 
Havertz, who is sick, and injured defender Nico Schlotterbeck. “We 
will make little changes,” Flick said. Flick believes Belgium have a 
“different calibre” than Peru, which they defeated on Saturday. 

“In terms of football, they are one of the best teams,” he said 
about Tuesday’s opponents. Ahead of the game, Flick is taking Satur-
day’s Bundesliga table-topper between Bayern and leaders Borussia 
Dortmund into account when choosing who will play, but only to a lim-
ited extent. “We take it into consideration when it ultimately comes 
to sparing players from injuries,” he said. Following the departure of 
Schlotterbeck due to his injury, Emre Can and Marius Wolf are the 
two Dortmund players in the squad, while Joshua Kimmich, Leon 
Goretzka and Gnabry are representing Bayern. “This is not a problem 
for the players, it’s nothing new. We’ll be concerned once a player 
shows signs he is exhausted or at his limit,” Flick stressed. (DPA)

Gnabry and Kehrer to be in Germany’s 
starting line-up against Belgium
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DPA 
NEW YORK

TOP seed and reigning cham-
pion Carlos Alcaraz dished out 
a bagel as he continued his out-
standing form with a straight-
sets victory over Dusan Lajovic 
to ease into the Miami Open 
fourth round on Sunday.

Alcaraz, who triumphed at 
last week’s Indian Wells Open, 
beat the 76th-ranked Serbian 
6-0, 7-6 (7-5) in one hour and 
32 minutes.

The 19-year-old Spaniard 
hit 26 winners compared to La-
jovic’s eight, while Alcaraz also 
sent down three aces on a 75 
per cent first serve percentage.

Alcaraz won the first frame 
to love in 32 minutes, register-
ing his fourth career bagel at 
ATP Masters 1000 level, equal-
ing the most by a teenager 
alongside Rafael Nadal.

The world number one will 
face 2023 Australian Open 
semi-finalist Tommy Paul 
in the fourth round after the 
American got past 20th seed 
Alejandro Davidovich Fokina 
6-3, 7-5.

Third seed and 2022 Mi-
ami Open finalist Casper Ruud 
blew a first-set lead to lose 3-6, 
6-4, 6-4 to Botic Van De Zand-
schulp.

The Dutchman improved 
his head-to-head record against 
Ruud to 3-1 with his first-ever 
top five win, with the Norwe-
gian left to lament converting 
only two of 15 break points.

Ninth seed Taylor Fritz pro-
gressed into the fourth round 
with a 6-4, 6-4 win over Denis 
Shapovalov, improving his 
head-to-head record against the 
Canadian to 4-5. Fritz commit-
ted only eight unforced errors 
and did not face one break point.

Jannik Sinner maintained 

his excellent hard-court form 
with his 18th win this season 
on the surface, as he defeated 
Grigor Dimitrov 6-3, 6-4 in one 
hour and 28 minutes. The Ital-
ian 10th seed will face Andrey 
Rublev in the next round.

Sixth seed Rublev needed 
less than an hour to get past 
Miomir Kecmanovic 6-1 6-2, 
while compatriot Daniil Med-
vedev advanced via a walkover 
against Alex Molcan due to a 
right hip injury.

Seventh seed Holger Rune 
cruised past Diego Schwartz-
man 6-4, 6-2, while Finland’s 
Emil Ruusuvuori got past Taro 
Daniel 6-3, 7-6 (7-3).

In the woman’s draw, 
Aryna Sabalenka needed just 
68 minutes to dispatch Marie 
Bouzkova 6-1 6-2 in Sunday’s 

third round.
Sabalenka hit 26 winners in 

the victory and now has 250 at 
WTA 1000 level for the season, 
representing one of only two 
female players with more than 
200 in 2023.

The world number two, 
who is the top seed in the tour-
nament after Iga Swiatek’s 
withdrawal, has now won 19 
of her past 21 matches, with 
her only losses in that span to 
Elena Rybakina and Barbora 
Krejcikova.

She will get the chance to 
avenge that loss to Krejcikova 
next after the Czech Republic 
representative knocked out 
hometown star Madison Keys 
7-6 (7-4) 6-3.

Former French Open win-
ner Krejcikova registered her 

10th WTA 1000 level win 
against Keys, becoming only 
the second player to achieve 
that this season.

Former Australian Open 
champion Sofia Kenin fell 6-4 
6-4 to Canada’s Bianca An-
dreescu, who continued her 
strong run after previously 
knocking out seventh seed Ma-
ria Sakkari and 2021 US Open 
champion Emma Raducanu.

In a serve-dominated 
match, 2019 US Open cham-
pion Andreescu sent down sev-
en aces, maintaining 70% first 
serve percentage.

Ninth seed and former 
Olympic gold medallist Belinda 
Bencic was eliminated 7-6 (10-
8) 6-3 by 18th seed Ekaterina 
Alexandrova, who will take on 
Andreescu in the next round.

Alcaraz continues fine form at 
Miami Open, Ruud eliminated

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 
DOHA 

PREMIER Padel is delighted 
to announce that the world’s 
leading female padel athletes 
are to join the international 
tour. Over 110 of the leading 
female players have signed 
for Premier Padel with several 
more expected to join shortly.

The women’s competition 
will take place alongside the 
men’s in the Premier Padel 
calendar, with discussions now 
to begin with local venue pro-
moters to assess which tourna-
ments can immediately accom-
modate the women’s circuit.

Monday’s announcement 
is a historical moment for Pre-
mier Padel – the official global 
padel tour and the only one 
governed by the International 
Padel Federation (FIP) and 
backed by the Professional 
Padel Association (PPA). 

The involvement of female 
athletes, under the leader-
ship of the International Padel 
Players Association (IPPA), 
strengthens Premier Padel in 
every aspect as a platform for 
top-tier competition and the 
trusted tour of all professional 
padel athletes.

Launched by Qatar Sports 
Investments (QSI), FIP and 
the PPA just over a year ago, 
Premier Padel has taken the 
sport to new heights – expand-
ing the number of territories 
where padel is played at the 
very top standard, whilst plac-

ing players at its very heart.
With the opening tour-

nament of the season – the 
Ooredoo Qatar Major Premier 
Padel – completed, attention 
next turns to Rome, with ven-
ues for the women’s players 
to be announced once discus-
sions with promoters are final-
ised.

Luigi Carraro, President of 

the International Padel Fed-
eration (FIP), said: “Today is 
a proud and historic day for 
padel. Since Premier Padel was 
launched only a year ago, we 
have worked hard to have both 
men and women compete on 
this global Tour. With over 110 
female players already signed 
up and many more expected, I 
am delighted with the progress 

we have made as we continue 
to take padel to new heights 
and grow the sport across the 
globe.” 

Nasser Al Khelaïfi, Chair-
man of Premier Padel, said: 
“When we launched Premier 
Padel just over a year ago we 
made the commitment to have 
both men and women players 
play in our tour.

With this historic an-
nouncement, I am very proud 
to say that we have achieved 
our ambition in just over a 
year since the creation of the 
tour. Now we look forward to 
watching our sport continue to 
thrive and grow – this is only 
the start for Premier Padel.” 

The International Padel 
Players Association, said: “Af-
ter conversing for months, the 
majority of the IPPA players 
voted to play Premier Padel in 

2023, giving support this way 
to the circuit. With this com-
mitment we want to strength-
en our sport alongside men’s 
padel. Premier Padel is a fan-
tastic project for padel, spe-
cially women’s padel, as well as 
the international projection of 
our sport.” 

The 2023 Premier Padel 
season will be broadcast live 
around the world in more than 
180 territories on the likes of 
ESPN (South America, Central 
America, Mexico and Carib-
bean), beIN SPORTS (MENA, 
South East Asia, Australia, 
New Zealand, Turkey), Viaplay 
(Sweden, Denmark, Norway, 
Finland, Iceland, Estonia, Lat-
via, Lithuania), SuperSport 
(Sub-Saharan Africa), Canal+ 
(France, Poland, Netherlands 
& other global territories) and 
many more.

Leading female players to join Premier Padel Global Tour

Carlos Alcaraz of Spain (left) shakes hands at the net after his straight sets victory against Dusan Lajovic of 
Serbia in their third round match at the Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens, Florida, on Sunday. Alcaraz 
won 6-0, 7-6 (7-5). (AFP)

ICC

SOUTH Africa have named a 
full-strength 15-member squad 
to face Netherlands in their final 
two ICC Cricket World Cup Su-
per League fixtures.

CWC Super League stand-
ings Only the top eight sides in 
the Super League standings will 
gain a direct entry into the ICC 
Men’s Cricket World Cup 2023.

With 78 points in their 
kitty, the Proteas are currently 
placed ninth on the MRF Tyres 
ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 
Super League standings. Two 
wins against Netherlands (each 
game carries 10 points) in the 
upcoming series, will see them 
overtake West Indies (currently 
at eighth place with 88 points) 
and position them well for direct 
qualification to the mega event 
in India.

Fast bowlers Anrich Nortje 
and Kagiso Rabada are back 
in the squad, after having been 
rested for the recent ODI series 
against West Indies.

White-ball head coach Rob 
Walter believed that this set 
of players could do the job for 

South Africa.
“We have named our strong-

est possible squad for these 
games given the importance of 
these matches in the context 
of qualifying for the ICC Men’s 
Cricket World Cup. We have a 
job to do and I am confident that 
with this group of players we can 
get the job done.” 

Director of Cricket Enoch 
Nkwe added, “Cricket South 
Africa would like to wish Rob 
and his team well for the series 
against Netherlands. The sec-
ond match of the series will be a 
special occasion as it marks the 
annual Pink Day.

“This is an important day 
in the CSA calendar as it al-
lows us to raise awareness and 
funds for an important cause. 
It’s a game that everyone is 
looking forward to.” 
South Africa squad for the ODIs: 
Temba Bavuma (c), Quinton de 
Kock, Bjorn Fortuin, Reeza Hen-
dricks, Marco Jansen , Heinrich 
Klaasen, Sisanda Magala, Aiden 
Markram, David Miller, Lungi Ngi-
di, Anrich Nortje , Wayne Parnell , 
Kagiso Rabada, Tabraiz Shamsi, 
Rassie van der Dussen.

South Africa announce  
squad for all-important  
Super League series

Over 110 top female 
athletes sign to join 
Premier Padel tour 

RORY McIlroy is taking “tonnes of positives” from his performance 
at the WGC Match Play and feels his game is in good shape head-
ing into next month’s Masters. The world number two finished third 
at Austin Country Club on Sunday after winning six out of his seven 
matches. McIlroy suffered disappointment in his semi-final with 
Cameron Young, however, as he lost from two up with three to play as 
the contest went to a play-off. Despite that collapse, and a chance to 
face eventual winner Sam Burns in the final, the Northern Irishman is 
pleased with his form heading into the opening major of the year.

McIlroy positive ahead of Masters

 Quick read

AGENCIES 

BANGLADESH beat Ireland by 
22 runs under the Duckworth-
Lewis-Stern method in a rain-
affected first of three T20 inter-
nationals between the sides.

Rony Talukdar struck a ca-
reer-best 67 from 38 balls as the 
hosts posted 207-5 in 19.2 overs 
before rain ended their innings 
in Chittagong prematurely.

When play resumed, Ire-
land found themselves chasing 
a formidable target of 104 off 
eight overs.

Despite a brave effort, the 
tourists could only manage 81-5.

Gareth Delany top-scored 
for Ireland with an unbeaten 
21 off 14 balls, ably assisted by 
Harry Tector (19) and stand-in 
skipper Paul Stirling (17).

Taskin Ahmed excelled with 
the ball, ending with figures of 
4-16.

Stirling and Mark Adair 
combined for an opening wicket 
partnership of 32, but when 
the latter was bowled by Hasan 
Mahmud for 13, three further 
wickets fell in quick succession 
to leave Ireland 40-4.

Tector and Delany then put 
on 32 for the fifth wicket but the 
chase proved too much.

Earlier, Rony put on 91 runs 
in just seven overs in an open-
ing stand with Liton Das, who 
made 47 off 23 balls, after Stir-
ling elected to bowl first.

Craig Young broke the stand 
when he forced Liton to hole out 
to Stirling at mid-off and Tec-
tor soon had Najmul Hossain 

stumped for 14. 
This game was Bangladesh’s 

first T20I at home against Ire-
land, who have rested regular 
skipper Andrew Balbirnie for 
the three-match series.

Bangladesh won the preced-
ing three-match one-day inter-
national series 2-0. The teams 

will meet for a one-off Test in 
early April.
Scores
Bangladesh 207-5 (19.2 overs): 
Talukdar 67, Das 47; Young 2-45
vs Ireland 81-5 (8 overs): Delany 
21*, Tector 19, Stirling 17; Taskin 
4-16. Bangladesh won by 22 
runs under DLS method. 

B’desh beat Ireland in rain-hit T20I opener

Ireland’s Gareth Delany (2L) shake hands with Bangladesh’s Shakib Al Hasan (3L) at the end of play of their first 
Twenty20 international cricket match at the Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium in Chittagong on Monday. (AFP)

Pakistan scored a consolation 66 runs win over Afghanistan in the third 
and final T20I of their series at the Sharjah Cricket Stadium on Monday. 
Chasing 183 runs for a win and series sweep, Afghanistan were bowled 
out for 116. Pace bowler Ihsanullah and leg spinner Shadab Khan took 
three wickets each for Pakistan. Afghanistan claimed the series 2-1.
Earlier on Sunday, Pakistan’s stand-in skipper and all-rounder Shadab 
Khan had said plenty of positives will come from his side’s series loss to 
Afghanistan and the consistent efforts of experienced absentees Babar 
Azam and Mohammad Rizwan will be appreciated when the star duo 
return to the national setup. “People criticize Babar and Rizwan regard-
less of whether they perform or not. There is always a sword hanging over 
them of strike rate. As a nation, we wanted youngsters to come in interna-
tional cricket, as they were performing in PSL (Pakistan Super League), so 
we thought they would play with a better strike rate,” Shadab was quoted 
by the ICC website  after the match. “But finally, our nation will realise that 
experience matters and our seniors did not get the respect they deserved 
considering their performances. So after this series, they will get a lot 
more respect from media and the nation,” added Shadab. (TNN)

Consolation T20I win for  
Pakistan over Afghanistan
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