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AMIR HOSTS IFTAR BANQUET FOR RULING  
FAMILY MEMBERS AND DIGNITARIES

His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani hosted an Iftar 
banquet for members of the ruling family and 
dignitaries on the occasion of the Holy Month 
of Ramadan at Lusail Palace on Monday.

The banquet was attended by HH Sheikh 
Jassim bin Hamad Al Thani, the Personal Rep-
resentative of HH the Amir, HH Sheikh Abdul-
lah bin Khalifa Al Thani, HH Sheikh Moham-
med bin Khalifa Al Thani, HE Sheikh Jassim 
bin Khalifa Al Thani, Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani,  
Speaker of the Shura Council HE Hassan bin 
Abdullah Al Ghanim, and a number of sheikhs. 
(QNA)  PAGE 16

Shura Council members  
call for measures to  

limit wedding expenses
QNA
DOHA

THE Shura Council has reviewed the 
memorandum of the Council of Ministers 
General Secretariat regarding the propos-
al of the Cabinet on the aspects associated 
with marriage.

This came during the regular weekly 
meeting at Tamim Bin Ham-
ad Hall on Monday under 
the chairmanship of Shura 
Council Speaker HE Hassan 
bin Abdullah Al Ghanim.

In their statements, 
members of the Shura 
Council stressed the im-
portance of family stabil-
ity, affirming that facilitat-
ing marriage and reducing 
its cost is a major factor 
to establish a stable fam-
ily based on understanding 
and affection.

They called for limiting 
extravagant appearances 
accompanying wedding 
parties, which would later cast a shadow 
on the lives of the spouses, who have in-
curred debts and exorbitant costs since 
the start of their marriage.

Members of the Shura Council called 
the community to be guided by the ances-
tors in facilitating marriage in line with 
the teachings of our Prophet Mohammed 
- peace be upon him.

They pointed out that during the 

COVID-19 pandemic and its restrictions 
on gatherings and parties, families in the 
Qatari community saw simple marriages 
devoid of costly and exaggerated appear-
ances, which means that these appear-
ances can be dispensed  with. 

They emphasized what the Cabinet 
demanded of the need to prevent any 
modifications to wedding halls, set a time 

for weddings, and prevent exceeding this 
time to reduce expenses and maintain se-
curity and safety requirements.

The members noted the role of the 
media, civil society institutions, and all 
concerned parties in educating the com-
munity about the importance of facilitat-
ing marriage in order to build a stable 
family and do away with the negative as-
pects that burden families. PAGE 2

Shura Council’s weekly session is in progress on Monday.

Continued on page 2 

HIS Highness the Amir of State 
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Ham-
ad Al Thani on Monday issued 
Amiri Order No (6) of 2023 
appointing HE Sheikh Abdulaziz 
bin Faisal bin Mohammed Al 
Thani as Minister of State for 
Interior Affairs. The order is ef-
fective starting from the date of 
its issuance is to be published 
in the Official Gazette. (QNA)

Amir appoints 
Minister of State 
for Interior Affairs

Amir appoints Sheikh Khalifa 
as commander of Lekhwiya

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of 
State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani on Mon-
day issued Amiri Decision No 
(24) of 2023 appointing Min-
ister of Interior HE Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Hamad bin Khalifa 
Al Thani as Commander of 
Internal Security Force (Lekh-
wiya). The decision is effective 
starting from the date of its 
issuance is to be published in 
the Official Gazette. 

Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad 
bin Khalifa Al Thani.

Amir appoints undersecretary of MoI
HIS Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani on Monday issued Decree No (25) of 2023, appointing HE Abdul-
lah bin Khalaf bin Hattab Al Kaabi as Undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Interior. (QNA)

QNA
DOHA

QATAR was ranked in sixth place in terms 
of trade surplus in 2022, up five spots from 
2021, with a trade surplus of $97.5 billion. 
According to a report by the Russian “RIA 
Novosti” news agency, Qatar came ahead 
of Germany, which dropped to seventh 
place globally with a surplus of $85.34 bil-
lion, 2.5 times lower than 2021 results.

The report stated that China and Rus-
sia became the world leaders in terms of 

trade surplus in 2022.
Qatar’s trade balance surged 64.9% on 

annual basis with the support of increased 
Qatari exports. According to the Planning 
and Statistics Authority (PSA), in 2022, 
Qatar recorded a trade balance surplus of 
QR354.85 billion compared to QR215.25 
billion in 2021. Qatar’s trade balance per-
formance was supported by the increase 
in Qatar’s exports by 50.2% to reach 
QR476.71 billion.

Qatar ranks 
6th globally 
in terms  
of trade 
surplus
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KHALID TAWALBEH
DOHA

IN a significant achievement, Qa-
tar University’s (QU) College of 
Business and Economics secured 
the 151st position for Account-
ing and Finance in the QS World 
University Rankings by Subject 
2023. This feat demonstrates the 
excellent quality of education the 
college offers to its pupils.

Besides, the Association to 
Advance Collegiate Schools of 
Business (AACSB), the fore-
most accrediting authority for 
business schools worldwide, 
has granted accreditation to all 
programmes of the College of 
Business and Economics. 

“The high calibre of our 

programmes and the superior 
instruction we provide to our 
students are attested to by this 
accreditation. We take pride in 
our uncompromising focus on 
excellence and the diversity of 
our faculty who come from 23 
different countries,” Prof Rana 
Sobh, dean of the College of 
Business and Economics, told 
Qatar Tribune. “Our progress 
in QS rankings and AACSB ac-
creditation serves as evidence 
of our dedication to deliver-
ing exceptional education and 
learning experiences to our 
students.”

In addition, the MBA pro-
gramme at the College of Busi-
ness and Economics has made 
a tremendous advancement by 

moving up to become the sec-
ond-ranked programme in the 
Middle East and Africa Region 
in the QS World MBA Rank-
ings 2023.

“The diligent work and dedi-
cation of our top-notch instruc-
tors, staff and students have 
paid off in the form of this dis-
tinction. Every programme of-
fered by the College of Business 
and Economics is dedicated to 
giving students a competitive 
edge in the job market. Our pro-
grammes concentrate on inno-
vation, creativity and relevance 
with the goal of producing grad-
uates who are ready to take on 
the challenges of the constantly 
changing corporate environ-
ment,” Prof Rana Sobh added.

QU’s College of Business and Economics
gets 151st position in QS Rankings 2023

Imports up 19.3% MoCI recalls BLAVINGAD 
fishing game toy from IKEA 
over loose screw possibility

Qatar calls for greater 
synergy in fight against 
global menace of drugs

MEANWHILE, Qatar’s im-
ports increased by 19.3 percent 
to reach QR121.86 billion in 
2022 compared to QR102.17 
billion in 2021. According to 
a RIA Novosti study, during 
2022, China’s trade surplus 
rose by 30 percent and reached 
all time high of  $877.6 billion. 

Russia’s surplus rose by 1.7 
times to a record $333.4 billion, 
allowing it to rise to second place 
among the largest economies in 
the world, while Saudi Arabia 
came third ahead of Norway 
and Australia.  The study was 
based on data from the national 
statistical services of the 60 larg-
est economies from January till 
December. The final sample in-
cludes economies that, as of mid-
March, disclosed data for 2022 
and received a trade surplus.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry (MoCI), in coopera-
tion with Hamad & Mohamed 
Al-Futtaim- Co., Qatar’s IKEA 
dealership, has announced the 
recall of BLAVINGAD fish-
ing game multicolour due to 
the possibility of small screws 
detaching from the toy, which 
may cause choking hazard for 
children.

The ministry said the recall 
campaign comes within the 
framework of its ongoing ef-
forts to protect consumers and 
ensure that dealers withdraw 

the faulty toy. The ministry 
said it would coordinate with 
the dealer to follow up on the 
withdrawal and refund cam-
paign.

The ministry has urged all 
customers to report any viola-
tions to its Consumer Protec-
tion and Anti-Commercial 
Fraud Department, which pro-
cesses complaints, inquiries 
and suggestions through the 
following channels:  Call Cent-
er: 16001; Email: info@moci.
gov.qa;  MoCI’s  social media 
accounts:  Twitter @MOCIQA-
TAR, Instagram MOCIQATAR; 
and MoCI’s mobile application; 
MOCI_QATAR.

QNA 
CAIRO

QATAR has affirmed that the 
drug problem takes on interna-
tional and regional dimensions 
affecting all sectors and areas 
of life, stressing the importance 
of strengthening cooperation 
in the development, prevention 
and protection of Arab peoples 
from threats, including drug 
and addiction issues.

Minister of Social Develop-
ment and Family HE Maryam 
bint Ali bin Nasser Al Misnad, 
chair of the 42nd session of 
the Council of Arab Ministers 
of Social Affairs, made the re-
marks during a meeting held at 
the headquarters of the General 
Secretariat of the Arab League 
in Cairo, Egypt, on Saturday to 
sign the Regional Framework 
for Arab States (2023-2028) 
between the Arab League and 
the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 
and launch the Arab Plan for 
Prevention and Reduction of 
the Dangers of Drugs to Arab 
Society under the title ‘Towards 
Effective Handling of the Issue 
from a Social Perspective’. 

The minister said Qatar 
leads the global programme 
for the implementation of the 
Qatar-funded Doha Declara-
tion, adding that Qatar, via its 
national centres such as the 
Behavioural Health care Cent-
er (Daam) works to prevent 
youth and those susceptible to 

addiction, as well as providing 
treatment and rehabilitation 
services and conducting survey 
research on the community.

She added that the ‘Naufar’ 
centre is the first in the world 
in terms of integrated health 
and psychological care systems 
with international standards 
concerned with drug addicts 
and those recovering from 
them, and those who suffer 
from the effects of dependence 
on narcotic substances.

She pointed out that drugs 
are a cross-border crime and 
scientific progress in means of 
communication and transpor-
tation led to its rapid spread 
between countries, with crimi-
nal gangs exploiting these ad-
vantages to devise new meth-
ods of selling and promotion.

Misnad added that UN re-
ports link the high rates of drug 
prevalence with the increase 

in diseases and the spread of 
crime, while international es-
timates indicate a significant 
increase in drug abuse globally.

She pointed out that ad-
dressing the drug problem is 
a general multilateral respon-
sibility for all countries, which 
calls for supporting political 
and diplomatic efforts with 
quick measures on the ground 
to keep pace with the rapid 
spread of drugs and their new 
promotion tools to protect chil-
dren and youth in the educa-
tional, entertainment and elec-
tronic circles.

She added that the accu-
mulation of political, economic 
and social challenges should not 
keep us away from our common 
goal, which is to fully achieve 
the objectives of the three drug 
agreements and the ministerial 
declarations for 2014, 2016 and 
2019, considering drugs as a 
major cause leading to social dis-
eases such as family rift, violence 
and divorce, in addition to their 
impact on the workforce and the 
level of their impact on economic 
production and development.

In a statement, the Arab 
League said that the signing of 
the ‘Regional Framework for 
Arab States (2023-2028)’ and 
the launch of the ‘Arab Plan 
for Prevention and Reduction 
of the Dangers of Drugs to 
Arab Society’ comes within the 
context of close cooperation 
between the League and the 
UNODC.

QNA 
DOHA

THE Shura Council has ex-
pressed its strong condemna-
tion and denunciation of the 
burning of the Holy Quran in 
Copenhagen, Denmark.

The Shura Council ex-
pressed the condemnation 
during the regular weekly 
meeting chaired by Speaker 
of the Shura Council HE Has-
san bin Abdullah Al Ghanim 
at Tamim bin Hamad Hall on 
Monday.

The Council stressed 
that the continuation of this 
behaviour at this particular 
time, during which Muslims 
live a spiritual atmosphere 
during the blessed month 
of Ramadan, is a deliberate 
provocation and a grave in-
sult to them. 

The Council warned that 
official authorities in a num-
ber of European countries 
allowing the continuation of 
these disgraceful behaviours 
have dire consequences that 
negatively affect the values of 
tolerance and coexistence.

The Shura Council re-
newed its call for the need 
for international legislation 
to limit and criminalise those 
disgraceful acts that only 

lead to more discord, divi-
sion and hatred, saying that 
the Inter-Parliamentary Un-
ion (IPU) in particular and 
the international community 
in general must take effective 
action to find legal formula 
that protects religions and 
sanctities from violation and 
abuse.

The speaker of the Shura 
Council said the continua-
tion of those provocative ac-
tions is an affirmation of the 
need to create a legal and 
legislative framework to pro-
tect religions, sanctities and 
places of worship from abuse 
and desecration to achieve 
peaceful coexistence and ad-

dress hate speech.
He added that this is 

what the Shura Council has 
repeatedly called for and 
was interpreted through call-
ing - in the name of the Arab 
parliamentary group - to in-
clude that topic as urgent on 
the agenda of the Assembly 
of the IPU that was held re-
cently in Bahrain, which was 
widely accepted and sup-
ported.

On the other hand, the 
Shura Council agreed to ex-
tend the work of the Legal 
and Legislative Affairs Com-
mittee to study a draft law on 
regulating real estate regis-
tration.

Shura Council condemns burning 
of the Holy Quran in Denmark

Continued from page 1 



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

SIXTEEN student-researchers 
from Northwestern Univer-
sity in Qatar (NU-Q) are set to 
join the Institute for Advanced 
Study in the Global South 
(#IAS_NUQ) as part of the 
second incoming cohort of its 
flagship Global Undergraduate 
Fellowship programme. 

The #IAS_NUQ Global 
Undergraduate Fellowship is a 
year-long programme designed 
to support students interested 
in pursuing research projects 
focused on the Global South. 
Selected fellows receive mentor-
ship, participate in training and 
workshops, and attend #IAS_
NUQ events while producing 
original research on a topic of 
their choice in different forms, 
including research papers, mul-
timodal and multilingual publi-
cations, documentary films, and 
other creative digital forms. The 
final projects are published by 
the #IAS_NUQ’s press and pre-
sented to the wider Northwest-
ern Qatar community.

Researchers joining this 
year’s cohort were selected 
from a competitive pool of ap-
plicants. Working with their 
#IAS_NUQ mentors, they 
will research cultural, eco-

nomic and social issues in Af-
rica, Southeast Asia and Latin 
America, as well as other topics 
in the Global South, including 
the music industry in Zambia, 
gender, feminism and mobil-
ity in Pakistan, consumption 
and identity in Qatar, legacies 
of countercultures in Nepal, 
Rwandan youth, freedom of 
expression in Kazakhstan, and 
African legacy in Colombia.

Haya Al-Kuwari, a third-year 
student majoring in communi-
cation, is among the student-
researchers awarded a fellow-
ship this year. As the first Qatari 
#IAS_NUQ fellow, she will be 
leading an ethnographic study 
examining the factors influenc-
ing Qatari women’s appetite for 
luxury spending and how their 
attitudes toward luxury brands 
have shaped their preservation 
of modern Qatari identity.

“This [research topic] came 
from a conversation I had with 
my father about how young 
women in Qatar are buying 
[designer] abayas at high pric-
es when they can get the exact 
same design from a tailor for 
much less,” said Al-Kuwari. 
“Abayas themselves are a cultur-
al item representing modesty, 
and with my research on con-
sumer behaviour. I’m looking at 
the cultural aspects of this phe-

nomena and how young Qatari 
women have come to associate 
abaya with luxury.”

Another fellow selected 
for the programme is sec-
ond-year journalism stu-
dent Sashreek Garg,  who 
will explore the integration 
of Tibetan refugees with lo-
cal communities in India. 
Through the fellowship, he 
will produce a documentary 
examining the lives of Tibet-
ans in exile in the McLeod 
Ganj suburb of Dharamshala, 
India, and how they are pre-
serving their cultural herit-
age through the Norbulingka 
Institute and other cultural 
preservation sites.

Also among the researchers 
awarded a fellowship is Perizat 
Nigymadilova, a second-year 
communication student from 
Kazakhstan. An avid visual il-
lustrator, Nigymadilova will 
produce an animated docu-
mentary looking at how free-
dom of expression and peace-
ful assembly in Kazakhstan has 
been undermined after recent 
anti-corruption protests and 
the government’s crackdown 
on protestors and independent 
media.

In welcoming the new co-
hort and highlighting the pro-
gramme’s impact, Marwan M 

Kraidy, dean and CEO of NU-Q, 
said: “Our Global Undergradu-
ate Fellowship programme is 
already marking its impact as it 
enables our students to realise 
their scholarly potential.” He 
added: “I am delighted to wel-
come the new cohort and par-
ticularly pleased with the diver-
sity of their research topics and 
their enthusiasm to explore dif-
ferent research questions in our 
region while contributing to the 
production of knowledge from 
and about their communities.”

The incoming cohort is the 
second to join the Institute for 
Advanced Study in the Global 
South’s flagship Global Under-
graduate Fellowship programme. 
#IAS_NUQ recently marked 
the graduation of the inaugural 
group, who presented their re-
search projects in a community 
event celebrating their work.

#IAS_NUQ Global Un-
dergraduate Fellows: Arham 
Khalid, Christopher Fwalanga, 
Dushime Uwonkunda Sylvie, 
Fariha Ahmed, Fatima Rizwan, 
Haleema A Khan, Haya Al Ku-
wari, In’utu Imbuwa, Mishaal 
Hasan Shirazi, Neige Tresor 
Ikuzo, Perizat Nigymadilo-
va, Rediet Adugna Lemma, 
Sashreek Garg, Sebastián Már-
mol Gaviria, Sonia Uwase and 
Sudesh Baniya.

16 students selected for #IAS_NUQ
Global Undergraduate Fellowship

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

SIDRA Medicine, a member of 
Qatar Foundation, on Monday 
announced that it has earned 
the Joint Commission Interna-
tional’s Gold Seal of Approval 
for Academic Medical Centre 
Hospital Reaccreditation by 
demonstrating continuous 
compliance with its interna-
tionally-recognised standards. 

The Gold Seal of Approval 
is a symbol of quality that re-
flects an organisation’s com-
mitment to providing safe and 
effective patient care. 

Sidra Medicine underwent 
a rigorous on-site survey in 
early in March. During the 
survey, a team of Joint Com-
mission International expert 
surveyors evaluated compli-
ance with academic medi-
cal centre hospital standards 
related to a variety of areas, 
including the International 
Patient Safety Goals; patient 
assessment and care; anaes-
thesia and surgical care; med-
ication management; patient 
and family education; and 
quality improvement. 

Other areas included infec-
tion prevention and control; 
governance and leadership; fa-
cility management; staff quali-
fications and education; infor-
mation management; medical 
professional education and hu-
man subjects research.

Dr Joel Roos, MD, MBA, 
MHCDS, CPE, vice-president, 
International Accreditation, 
Quality Improvement and 

Safety, Joint Commission 
International, said: “Joint 
Commission International ac-
creditation provides academic 
medical centre hospitals with 
the processes contributing to 
improvements in a variety of 
areas from the enhancement 
of staff education to the dem-
onstration of leading practices 
within the academic medical 
centre setting. We commend 
Sidra Medicine for its efforts to 
become a quality improvement 
organisation and achieving this 
pinnacle demonstrating a com-
mitment to patient safety and 
quality.” 

Dr Iyabo Tinubu-Karch, 
CEO, Sidra Medicine, said: 
“Sidra Medicine is pleased to 
have achieved the reaccredita-
tion from Joint Commission 
International, the premier 
health care quality improve-
ment and accrediting body in 
the world. 

“I am proud to lead a team 
that has put quality and patient 
safety at the heart of everything 
they do. Attaining reaccredita-
tion is certainly a testament to 
the continuous efforts of Sidra 
Medicine to provide safe care.”

Joint Commission Inter-
national’s academic medical 
centre hospital standards are 
developed in consultation with 
worldwide healthcare experts 
and providers, measurement 
experts and patients. 

The standards are informed 
by scientific literature and ex-
pert consensus to help organi-
sations measure, assess and 
improve performance.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE University of Doha 
for Science and Technology 
(UDST) has joined the CFA 
Institute University Affiliation 
Programme. Both the Bachelor 
of Business Administration 
in Banking and FinTech, and 
Bachelor of Business Adminis-
tration in Applied Accounting 
have been acknowledged as 
incorporating at least 70 per-
cent of the CFA Programme 
Candidate Body of Knowledge 
(CBOK) and placing emphasis 
on the CFA Institute Code of 
Ethics and Standards of Pro-
fessional Conduct within the 
programme.

These programmes posi-
tion students well to obtain the 
Chartered Financial Analyst 
(CFA) charter, which has be-
come the most respected and 
recognised investment creden-
tial in the world.

Entry into the CFA Insti-
tute University Affiliation Pro-
gramme signals to potential 
students, employers and the 
marketplace that UDST’s cur-
riculum is closely tied to pro-
fessional practice and is well-
suited to preparing students 
to sit the CFA examinations. 
Through participation in this 
programme, UDST is eligible 
to receive a limited number 
of CFA Programme Student 
Scholarships each year.

The Bachelor of Business 
Administration in Banking and 
Financial Technology at UDST 
introduces students to the fun-
damentals of the Banking and 
FinTech industries, including 
the information technology 
areas critical to both. Students 
engage in hands-on practice 
in the application of Bank-

ing and FinTech concepts and 
strategies along with general 
business principles and prac-
tice. The Bachelor of Business 
Administration in Applied Ac-
counting focuses on developing 
a strong foundation for stu-
dents in technical accounting 
and business competencies, as 
well as on developing the soft 
skills necessary to succeed in 
the field of accounting. 

Dr Salem Al-Naemi, presi-
dent of UDST, said: “We are 
pleased with this affiliation 
that acknowledges UDST’s cur-
riculum as closely tied to the 
professional practice and well-
suited to preparing students to 
sit the CFA examinations. The 
University focuses on applied 
and experiential learning in 
simulated workplaces and aims 
to graduate students who stand 
out from their peers in their 
ability to innovate, lead and 
solve challenges.”

It is worth noting that 
UDST has inaugurated last year 
on its premises an educational 
Banking and FinTech Trading 
Room, which is considered a 
first in the region. This new ad-
dition to the university’s state-
of-the-art educational facilities 
was meant to facilitate applied 
and experiential learning for 
students enrolled in the Col-
lege of Business Management 
programmes.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

TWELVE pre-medical and 
medical students from Weill 
Cornell Medicine-Qatar (WCM-
Q) attended a medical camp at 
Wellkins Medical Centre, where 
some 200 workers received a 
free medical check-up and gen-
eral health education.

The students gained first-
hand work experience as WCM-
Q’s Dr Mohamud Verjee and 
two other volunteer physicians 
consulted the workers. Any 
workers with symptoms of an 
illness were advised on further 
treatment and care.

During the event, the stu-
dents supported the volun-
teer physicians with checking 
workers’ vital signs, including 
their blood pressure, blood 
sugar, weight and Body Mass 
Index (BMI). They also pro-
vided information about 
health and non-communicable 
diseases and how to lead a 
healthy lifestyle with a bal-
anced diet and regular physi-
cal activity. 

The event was attended by 
Indian Ambassador to Qatar 
HE Dr Deepak Mittal.

The students’ efforts were 
recognised with three hours 
of voluntary service and a cer-
tificate of appreciation from the 
WCM-Q Family Medicine Inter-
est Group.  The students were 
Maryam Abdulrahmen Arabi, 
Degiri Kalana Lasanga Senevi-
rathne, Harsh Gohil, Yousef Al 
Najjar, Raghad Ibrahim, Sha-
had Ibrahim, Sumaya Omar 
Hussein, Lina Ahmed, Minjae 
Song, Aldana Alabdulla, Aay-
ami Juguri and Aparjita Sarker.

Dr Verjee, WCM-Q assistant 
dean for medical student af-

fairs, associate professor of fam-
ily medicine in clinical medicine 
and a consultant family physi-
cian, said: “We always look for 
opportunities beneficial to our 
students to expose them to the 
real world of medicine. Through 
these platforms, the students 
can identify the specialty they 
are passionate about early on 
in their medical career and be-
come familiar with the health 
concerns of their community.”

Commenting on his experi-
ence, pre-medical student Degi-
ri Kalana Lasanga Senevirathne 

said, “Getting a glimpse into 
the lives of doctors working in 
the clinical environments with 
patients from a variety of back-
grounds really helped boost my 
motivation to further pursue 
my studies here in WCMQ. It 
showed me that this profession 
is high-stakes, dynamic and re-
quires a lot of discipline to pur-
sue.”

The camp was organised by 
the Indian Doctors’ Club and 
United Nurses of India in Qa-
tar, supported by the Embassy 
of India.

Sidra Medicine gets 
Joint Commission 
International Gold 
Seal of Approval

UDST welcomed into 
CFA Institute University 
Affiliation Programme

WCM-Q students gain work experience 
during free medical camp for workers
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MURAIKHI MEETS AMBASSADOR OF TAJIKISTAN

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs HE Sultan bin Saad Al Muraikhi met with Ambassador of Tajikistan to Qatar HE Khisrav Sohibzoda 
on Monday. During the meeting, they discussed relations between the two countries. (QNA)
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Warm welcome for Philippine national football team in Doha
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Filipino community in 
Qatar hosted a welcome event 
for the Philippine National 
Football Team (AZKALS) at 
UNO Cafe in Doha Souq Mall 
on March 26. The event also 
served as a nostalgic meet-
and-greet for the team’s fans.

Organised by Kulinarya 
Qatar, Association of Filipino 
Realtors & Entrepreneur Ex-
ecutives in Qatar (AFREEQ) 
and AKO-OFW, in collabora-
tion with Balitang Q, the well-
attended dinner event was 
jam-packed with the team’s 
supporters and well-wishers. 
The proud Philippine squad 
headed by its captain Neil 
Leonard Etheridge, together 
with AZKALS’ new head coach 
Barae Jrondi from Morocco, 
happily engaged the cheering 
crowds. 

AFREEQ Chairman Joseph 
Timothy Rivera, who hosted 
the event, was pleased that 
the team’s new head coach is 
Doha-based and expressed 
confidence that coach Barae’s 
vast experience in the sport 
would catapult the AZKALS 
to the next FIFA World Cup 
in the Americas. Jrondi has 
served many football clubs and 

associations in various capaci-
ties, and operates a school for 
young soccer enthusiasts.

“I’m delighted to see new 
young players in the team 
and there is no doubt that 
this batch of the AZKALS will 
definitely take their places, 
while continuing to inspire our 
young generation,” exclaimed 
UNO Café General Manager 

Jeanette Gotangogan, who was 
happy to sponsor the event 
venue.

Kulinarya Qatar Chairper-
son Dahlia Agbanlog was also 
pleased with the evening’s fes-
tivities, calling for overwhelm-
ing community support for the 
AZKALS’ friendly match with 
the Jordanian National Foot-
ball Team to be held at the Al 

Wakra Stadium on Tuesday, 
March 28, at 9:30pm. AZKALS’ 
assistant coaches Ernie Nier-
ras and Stepehen Schrock, GK 
Coach Roland Muller, Fitness 
coach Nabyl Berkaoui, Admin 
Manager Katrina Liscano, Me-
dia Officer Ace Bright, Physi-
otherapists Bianca Acebedo 
and Kevin Conejos, and 
Equipment Manager Chester 

Peliño were also present on 
the occasion. Members of the 
Philippine National Football 
Squad are: Jose Elmer Porte-
ria, Amani Aguinaldo, Carlos 
Alberto Martinez De Murga, 
Michael Kempter, John Pat-
rick Strauss, Mark Andrew 
Hartman, Jesse Thomas Cur-
ran, Santiago Rublico, John 
Albert Luis Lucero, Javier Au-
gustine Gayoso, Bienvenido 
Maranon, Christian Rotini, 
Dennis Chung, Miguel An-
tonio Mendoza, Griffin Con-
nor McDaniel, Gavin Muens, 
Julian Schwarzer and Mandy 
Lloyd Ignacio.

Balitang Q’s CJ Dulalia 
Rombano served as a liaison 
officer of the AZKALS to the 
Filipino community in Doha.

Team AZKALS will also be 
paying a courtesy call to Am-
bassador HE Lilibeth Pono 
at the Philippine Embassy in 
Doha.

More than 350 people attend 
AMUAAQ community iftar-2023

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

A TRADITIONAL community 
Iftar was hosted by the Aligarh 
Muslim University Alumni As-
sociation Qatar (AMUAAQ) on 
March 24, the first Friday of the 
Holy Month of Ramadan. 

The venue of the event 
was the picturesque Box Park 
-- hemmed by sea on two sides 
and a view of Doha sky scrapers 
and stadium 974 on the other 
two. The theme this year was 
‘Charity: Being empathic to the 
needs of others’. More than 350 
alumni of the Aligarh Muslim 
University (AMU) and their 
well-wishers and families at-
tended the event and broke their 
fast together.

An Islamic Quiz competition 
was organised on the occasion 
with separate categories for chil-
dren aged 7-12 and those above 
12 years. Younger children re-
cited surahs in the competition. 
All participants were given gifts 
while winners and runners up 
were given prizes.

This was the fourth such 
community Iftar organised by 
AMUAAQ in an open area in 
line with the AMU tradition. The 
event was presided over by Dr. 
Nadeem Zafar Jilani, AMUAAQ 
president.

Jilani welcomed the gather-
ing while Jawed Ahmad, chair-
man of AMUAAQ, introduced 
the special guests – MC Mo-
hammed, Mumtaz Hussain, 
Sabith Saheer (ex-GS, ICBF), 
Satyendra Pathak, Syed Ali, 

Khwaja Nijamuddin Ahmad, 
Vaqas Ahmad, Dr. Fuad Usman 
and chief guest of the event from 
Russian Embassy, Captain Pavel 
Burmistrov.

Maulana Ishtiaq Ahmad 
Falahi spoke on the importance 
of the Holy Month of Ramadan 
and Zakat. “Ramadan is a won-
derful opportunity to repent for 
sins and wrong doings,” he said, 
adding: “We should take the 
momentum forward and work 
for the purity of soul and en-
hancement of Taqwa.’

Prayer and dua were jointly 
performed on the ground by the 
men and women after Iftar. 

AMUAAQ managing com-
mittee members Faisal Naseem 
(VP), Farman Khan (GS), Dr. 
Ashna Nusrat (VP Ladies) and 
Heads of portfolios Mamnoon 
Bangash, Farrukh Farooqi, Dr. 
Mohammed Nayeem, Dr. Syed 
Intekhab Alam, Ghazala Yas-
min, Saima Rafat, Imaduddin 
Ahmad, Abad Khan; advisory 
members Prof. Javed Zaidi, 
Nishat Ali Khan, Gufran Aki 
Khan, Syed Shahabuddin, Man-
soor Alam, Lutfi Kakar, Yawer 
Hussain, Mohd. Imaduddin, 

Shafqat Nabi; board members 
Gauhar Ahmad, Mohammed 
Shakeb Ahsan, Sanjeev Kumar 
Sharma; senior Aligs and com-
munity leaders Ahmad Azim 
Khan, Zarrar Ahmad Tipu, Ali 
Imran, Dr. Imtiyaz, Dr. Imran, 
Dr. Sufia, Dr. Hasan Rizvi, Dr. 
Sikandar, Dr. Nawsheeba, Has-
san Arshad, Danish Ali Khan, 
Mohshin Kamal, Majid Ali 
(president IUA), Irfan Ansar 
(founder president BSF), Mo-
ahmin Alvi (GS, IUA), Moham-
med Irfan, Omar, Gulam Rasool 
(TWA), Pramod Kumar and 
members of AMUAAQ sports, 
toastmasters, healthcare wings 
and many more community rep-
resentatives attended.

Ahmad Azim Khan was 
awarded certificates and me-
mentos in recognition of his 
support for AMU alumni and 
other community members. An-
nual Day recognition certificates 
and mementos were also given 
to Yawer Hussain, Mansoor 
Alam and Poonam Sharma for 
previous Annual Day.

Dr Nadeem Zafar Jilani said 
that “Today, we had a great time 
with so many attendees. Rama-
dan is truly a period where our 
spirituality, ties with our family 
and community bonds strength-
ens us and allows us to become 
the best version of ourselves.” 

Er. Jawed Ahmad said that 
“Ramadan is a month of sharing 
and caring for one another and 
reflecting on our inner self and 
feeling grateful to Allah as also 
for showing generosity to the 
less fortunate people.”

‘Silent Volunteers’ distributes
iftar boxes at traffic signals
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

DURING the Holy Month 
of Ramadan, Silent Volun-
teers Qatar has launched a 
noble initiative to provide 
iftar packets to people on 
the move – those who for 
some reason, can’t reach 
home in time to break 
their fast.

The initiative embodies 
the spirit of Ramadan in a 
visible expression of social 
unity. Silent Volunteers has 
rolled out this initiative in 
association with Clean Na-
tion who will help with dis-
tribution of iftar packets at Al 
Sadd traffic signal.

Speaking on the initia-
tive, Isham Marikar, leader 
of Clean Nation said “We 
engage in this noble activity 
to make commuters aware 
about safe driving and to fur-
ther our aim of giving back to 
Qatar.” 

Ihjas Faiz, coordinator 
for Silent Volunteers said: 
“We are thankful to the Clean 
Nation volunteers for sup-
porting this idea by distribut-
ing the iftar packets to fami-
lies and commuters who are 
still on the road and are yet to 

break their fast.”
Silent Volunteers is also 

trying to tie up with other 
charitable organisations to 

expand this activity to the en-
tire month of Ramadan and 
to provide the iftar boxes to 
those in need.

‘Develop endowments to 
align with modern times’

QNA 
DOHA

PARTICIPANTS in the first 
symposium of the Green Tent 
activities of the ‘A Flower Each 
Spring’ programme have un-
derscored the importance of 
developing endowment’s work 
to align with modern develop-
ments by ensuring its sustain-
ability, while expanding its 
spending to support and en-
hance the quality of life.

The symposium’s partici-
pants stressed the role of en-
dowments as a haven for Mus-
lims throughout their history 
in facing economic challenges 
and noted the need to include 
information about endow-
ments and their importance in 
school curricula.

The participants empha-
sised the importance of keeping 
pace with the rapid develop-
ments in communication, sci-
ence and technology, artificial 
intelligence, digital transforma-

tion, automation, cybersecu-
rity, supporting distance learn-
ing, establishing smart cities, 
training and qualifying work-
ers, improving people’s lives 
and building a better society.

Head of A Flower Each 
Spring programme Dr Saif bin 
Ali Al Hajri pointed out that 
the 17th edition of the Green 
Tent aims to convey sugges-
tions and recommendations 
to specialists to work on im-
plementing them as they see 
fit, especially since the par-
ticipants are a large group of 
scholars, thinkers and experts 
from different countries whose 
opinions, suggestions and ex-
periences are useful.

He stressed the importance 
of the symposium’s topic since 
Islamic endowments have ad-
dressed many societal issues 
throughout history. 

He highlighted the role of 
education in spreading the cul-
ture of endowment and raising 
awareness of the importance 

of the services they provide 
through school curricula, field 
visits, lectures and workshops, 
and media.

Secretary-General of the 
International Union of Mus-
lim Scholars Dr Ali Mohiuddin 
Qara Daghi talked about the 
role of the Islamic endowment 
in the Islamic civilisation and 
directing it towards sustainable 
development.

He added that endowments 
were used to build most of the 
major American and European 
universities influenced by the 
approach used in Islamic uni-
versities such as Al-Azhar and 
Kairouan.

He highlighted the mecha-
nisms of transforming the en-
dowment into development 
institutions that help eliminate 
unemployment and assist small 
and medium enterprises, recall-
ing the role of the endowment 
in the prosperity of Islamic civi-
lisation and its coverage of all 
aspects of life.

Minister of State at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs HE Dr Mohammed 
bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh Al Khulaifi 
met with Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Iran Hossein Amir-Abdollahian 
in Tehran on Monday. Khulaifi also 
met Secretary of the Supreme 
National Security Council of Iran Ali 
Shamkhani. During the meetings, 
they discussed bilateral relations 
between the two countries and the 
ways to enhance them, in addition 
to the latest developments in the 
negotiations to return to the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA), and several regional and 
international issues of mutual 
interest. (QNA)

KHULAIFI, IRANIAN OFFICIALS DISCUSS RELATIONS

Participants of ‘A Flower Each Spring’ symposium stress the role 
of endowments in helping Muslims face economic challenges

Nation



DPA 
MOSCOW/KIEV

MORE criticism of Russia’s 
plans to install nuclear-capable 
weapons in Belarus surfaced on 
Monday, but Russia brushed it 
off, saying the negative com-
ments would do nothing to 
change its decision. “Of course, 
such a reaction cannot influ-
ence Russia’s plans,” govern-
ment spokesman Dmitry Pesk-
ov said on Monday. 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin announced the deploy-
ment of tactical nuclear weap-
ons in neighbouring Belarus on 
Saturday. Belarus already has 
10 converted aircraft that can 
carry these weapons, accord-
ing to information in the an-
nouncement.

Germany dismissed Putin’s 
announcement as “another 
attempt at nuclear intimida-
tion.” Berlin considers such 
rhetoric irresponsible, a For-
eign Ministry spokesman told 
a press conference in Berlin. 
“We will, of course, not be 
swayed by this in our continu-
ation of supporting Ukraine 
in its self-defence,” he said. 
Lithuania’s President Gitanas 
Nauseda also condemned Mos-
cow’s announcement.“Russian 
nuclear blackmail continues,” 
Nauseda wrote on Twitter.

Russia’s plans were once 
again a “complete disregard” 
of international agreements, 
he said. “The aggressor must 
be prevented from causing a 
nuclear catastrophe,” Nauseda 
wrote further. 

Earlier, EU foreign affairs 
envoy Josep Borrell called on 
Belarus to give up its nuclear 
weapons and threatened sanc-
tions in response if it did not. 

“Hosting Russian nuclear 
weapons would mean an irre-
sponsible escalation & threat to 
European security. Belarus can 
still stop it, it is their choice,” 
he wrote on Twitter.

Putin also said that Bela-
rus will receive Iskander mis-
siles that can be armed with 
nuclear warheads. He stressed 
that Moscow was sticking to its 

commitments on the non-pro-
liferation of nuclear weapons.

He noted that the weapons 
are only located in Belarus but 
that Russia retains control over 
them. This is nothing different 
than what the United States 
does with European Union 
states, the Russian leader said.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky and International Atomic 
Energy Agency  chief Rafael 
Grossi visited a hydroelectric 
power plant in Zaporizhzhya. 
The plant plays a key role in 

maintaining nuclear safety at 
the Zaporizhzhya nuclear pow-
er plant, Grossi said in a Twit-
ter message.

Zelensky showed him dam-
age to the dam. The men also 
discussed measures to protect 
the nuclear power plant, which 
is under Russian control about 
50 kilometres away.

Grossi plans to travel to the 
Russian-occupied area around 
the downed plant in south-
eastern Ukraine in the next few 
days for the second time since 
the autumn.

Russia says no retreat from nuclear 
weapons in Belarus despite criticism

An eldery couple looks at a burnt car in front of a destroyed building in  Sloviansk on Monday. (AFP)

MUNICH: A major Germany-based truck and trailer parts manu-
facturer, SAF Holland, said on Monday that it had been hit by a 
cyberattack that caused some of its productions lines to shut 
down. The announcement led to a temporary fall in the share 
price of the company, which is listed on the Frankfurt Stock Ex-
change’s SDAX index and had a turnover $1.34 billion in 2021. 
SAF Holland said its systems had been isolated from the inter-
net while tests were carried out. It estimated that production on 
certain lines could be halted for between a week and a fortnight.
MANAGEMENT predicted that production losses could be made 
good over the coming three months. Other German companies 
hit by cyberattacks in recent months include copper producer 
Aurubis, automotive sector supplier Continental and T-Mobile 
US, the US subsidiary of Germany’s Deutsche Telekom. (DPA)

Cyberattack hits German vehicle supplier 
SAF Holland

News 
in brief

Two women leave Spanish cabinet to 
campaign for mayor jobs
MADRID:  Two influential female ministers in the Spanish cabi-
net have left the government to campaign in elections for mayor 
in Madrid and the Canary Islands respectively, Prime Minister 
Pedro Sánchez announced in Madrid on Monday. Health Minis-
ter Carolina Darias is to be replaced by José Manuel Miñones. 
Darias is to seek election as mayor in Las Palmas de Gran 
Canaria, the city of her birth, in a vote on May 28. And Héctor 
Gómez is to replace María Reyes Maroto at Industry, Trade and 
Tourism. She is seeking election as mayor of Madrid on the 
same day. Despite the departures and being replaced by two 
men, Sánchez’s left-wing government will still have 12 female 
cabinet members to 11 male, not counting Sánchez himself. The 
reshuffle is the fifth in the current parliament and the seventh 
since Sánchez, who heads the Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party 
(PSOE), took office in June 2018. (DPA)

No election in sight as Myanmar marks 
Armed Forces Day
BANGKOK:  The Myanmar military government marked Armed 
Forces Day in Naypyidaw on Monday with a large military parade, 
including a flypast of Russian-made jets. Junta head General 
Min Aung Hlaing said the country’s military would continue to 
act against opponents but did not say when elections prom-
ised following the February 2021 coup would be held. “Calm 
and stability are decisive,” Min Aung Hlaing said. The election 
would decide on the future and hopes of the people and for 
this reason had to be planned with care, he said. Thousands 
of troops were on parade in the capital, with rocket launchers 
and armour on display. Armed Forces Day marks the start of 
resistance to occupying Japanese forces 78 years ago in 1945. 
Last month, the military government extended by six months the 
state of emergency imposed when it took power more than two 
years ago. The National Defence and Security Council described 
the decision as necessary on account of the unstable situation 
in the country. Myanmar has descended into chaos since the 
coup, which ousted Aung San Suu Kyi, who as state counsellor 
was the de-facto head of government. She is currently serving a 
sentence of more than 30 years on a range of charges. (DPA)

Burkina Faso bans France 24 off air

More strikes as Paris workers clear trash

Scotland ruling party’s Humza 
Yousaf ‘luckiest man in the world’

DPA 
DAKAR

BURKINA Faso on Mon-
day banned the broadcaster 
France 24, accusing it of sup-
porting terrorists and provid-
ing space for “hate speech” 
by publishing details of an 

interview with the head of al-
Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 
earlier this month. The tran-
sitional military government 
banned the popular French 
radio broadcaster RFI in De-
cember on similar grounds.  
The two broadcasters have 
similarly been banned in 

neighbouring Mali, which 
is also under military rule. 
“The management of France 
24 regrets this decision and 
rejects the unjustified allega-
tions that question the profes-
sionality of the broadcaster,” 
France 24 said in a statement. 
The broadcaster, which is 

owned by the French state, 
said details of the interview 
had been published with dis-
tancing and context. It had 
also confirmed for the first 
time that the French hostage 
Olivier Dubois was being held 
by the organization. Dubois 
was released soon afterwards. 

DPA
PARIS

MORE industrial action is ex-
pected across France on Tues-
day, with the government show-
ing no signs of major concessions 
as Paris workers removed thou-
sands of tons of refuse from the 
streets following a three-week 
strike. France has been gripped 
by protests after President Em-
manuel Macron pushed through 
plans to increase the pension age 
to 64 from 62. 

Unions have called for a 
tenth nationwide day of strikes 
on Tuesday, with 650,000 to 
900,000 participants expected. 
A government spokesman said 
the pensions legislation - which 
went through the lower house 
of parliament without a vote - 
would soon be passed once it 

went through final checks. The 
government survived two no 
confidence motions last week. 
“The pension law is behind us, 
we are waiting for a review by 
the Constitutional Council,” 
government spokesman Olivier 
Véran told BFMTV.  

Prime Minister Élisabeth 
Borne hinted on Sunday that she 
would approach the unions for 
talks but the head of the CFDT 
union for general workers, Lau-
rent Berger, said on Monday 
that the olive branch would be of 
little use if the reforms were not 
suspended. Macron planned to 
discuss the situation with Borne 
and ministers on Monday. The 
centre-right government wants 
to close a looming gap in pen-
sion funds thanks to the gradual 
reforms, which Macron hopes 
will come into effect by the end 

of the year. It is unclear if Paris 
refuse collectors will be involved 
in any new strikes. After a police 
order, the refuse department 
sent out 421 garbage trucks over 
the weekend, and 158 on Mon-
day, twice as many as usual. 

In addition, 50 special vehi-
cles were clearing refuse from 
blocked streets. City authorities 
said  7,828 tons of garbage was 
lying uncollected, down from 
9,800 tons on Saturday. Ac-
cording to the grammar school 
union FIDL, more than 200 
grammar schools  were blocked 
by protesters on Monday while 
Le Monde reported that there 
are shortages of fuel at 15% of 
French petrol stations due to 
refineries on strike. The Lou-
vre Museum in Paris remained 
closed on Monday because of 
the industrial action.

DPA
EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND

HUMZA Yousaf said he felt 
like the “luckiest man in the 
world” after being elected as 
the new leader of Scotland’s 
ruling Scottish National Party 
(SNP). Yousaf, who has been 
Scottish Health Secretary since 
2021, succeeds Nicola Stur-
geon in the role and will now 
be formally elected by Scottish 
parliament members  as Scot-
land’s sixth first minister on 
Tuesday.

It means the leaders of 
Britain (Rishi Sunak), Scot-
land and London (Sadiq Khan) 
are now all ethnic minorities 
whose families came from what 
is now India and Pakistan. 

The SNP is committed to 
independence from the UK and 
is the biggest Scottish party. 
Yousaf recorded a narrow vic-
tory over rival Kate Forbes 
once second preference votes 
were taken into account and 
when Ash Regan was elimi-
nated after the first round of 

voting. In a speech he pledged 
to “dedicate every waking mo-
ment” to serving the people of 
Scotland. 

The 37-year-old will be the 
first person from an ethnic 
minority to be first minister 
and the first Muslim to lead 
Scotland - as well as the young-
est ever first minister. He re-
called how his grandparents 

had moved from the Punjab to 
Scotland more than six decades 
ago. 

He said: “As immigrants to 
this country, who knew barely a 
word of English, they could not 
have imagined in their wild-
est dreams that their grandson 
would one day be on the cusp 
of being the next first minister 
of Scotland. 
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Humza Yousaf speaks after SNP Leadership election result at Murrayfield 
Stadium in Edinburgh on Monday. (AFP)
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W
ITH the diversity of cul-
tures and traditions, the 
customs and traditions dif-
fer among Arab peoples, 
but they all agree on cel-

ebrating the holy month and reviv-
ing its days and nights by reading 
the Holy Qur’an, indulging in acts 
of worship, maintaining kinship 
ties and doing charitable deeds, all 
of which represent authentic Rama-
dan customs and traditions.

In the State of Qatar, the cel-
ebrations to welcome the Holy 
Month of Ramadan begin early, 
through Al Nafla, which is an old 
traditional habit of giving and shar-
ing, celebrated on Sha’ban 14, to 
rejoice at the approaching month of 
Ramadan.

Young and old participate in Al 
Nafla, where families prepare tradi-
tional dishes and share them with 
neighbors and the needy.

People break their fast on dates 
and laban (salted yogurt drink), 
perform Al Maghrib prayer and 
then return to a table full of special 
Ramadan dishes. Some of the most 
famous dishes on the Qatari Iftar 
table include Harees, which is made 
with mashed meat and wheat, ol-
ive oil and cinnamon, as well as 
Threed, which is crispy flatbread 
with soup made of lamb, chicken or 
vegetables only.

After the Taraweeh prayer, 
the men meet in the Qatari majlis, 
where they gather with friends and 
relatives. There is also an occa-
sion called Ghabga night, where all 
kinds of dishes are served around 
midnight or in time for the Suhoor 
meal. On Ghabga night, women 
gather for about 2-3 hours, where 
they dress-up in traditional cloth-
ing, chat with their friends and rela-
tives, and share delicious treats that 
they have brought to Ghabga.

Qatari people are keen to partic-
ipate in Ramadan banquets set up 
by governmental and popular char-
itable organizations for the needy.

As for Garangao, it is a cel-
ebration held by Qatari and Gulf 
families on the night of the half of 
Ramadan, in honor of the children 
and to reward them for completing 
the fasting of half of the holy month, 
and to encourage them to continue 
and persevere in fasting.

On Garangao, children take 
a tour in the neighborhood after 
Ishaa prayer, knock on doors, and 
sing the song of Garangao, where 
they are received by beaming adults 
who delightfully distribute various 

types of candy and nuts on them.
Garangao is an old traditional 

custom that the people of the Gulf, 
especially Qataris, are still com-
mitted to reviving. Although its 
celebration has taken on a more 
modern character in recent years, 
this celebration has become a habit 
that government and private insti-
tutions have been keen to revive.

Saudi people celebrate Rama-
dan by buying large quantities of 
different types of dates to store 
them in refrigerators, in order to eat 
them with coffee or for breakfast. 
Saudi Arabia is distinguished by the 
spread of iftar sa’im tables in Macca 
and Al Madina.

In Egypt, manifestations of 
the celebration of the holy month 
spread, and the streets and mosques 
are decorated, and the decorations 
for the month of Ramadan have 
special rituals, so children strive 
to make them in the best shape, so 
that every street is distinguished by 
its own decoration.

The Ramadan lantern is one of 
the most important aspects of cele-
brating the holy month, so no house 
in Egypt is devoid of the Ramadan 
lantern, just as the songs of the 
month of fasting spread every-
where, and they are heard in every 
street.

There are many manifestations 
of celebrating the holy month in Al-
geria, as each region has manifesta-
tions in celebrating according to its 
culture.

In Morocco, the month of 
Ramadan is called in the local 
dialect ‘Sayyidna Ramadan’ (Our 
Master Ramadan) a euphemism 
for its preference over the rest of 
the months of the year. In the past, 
women used to gather on the roof-
tops of houses waiting to see the 
first crescent of Ramadan, so that 
they would ululate with joy at the 
arrival of a dear guest. 

During the month of Ramadan, 
the Nafar, a town crier, roams the 
neighborhoods of Morocco wear-
ing a traditional robe called gan-
dora, slippers, and a hat. Chosen by 
the townspeople, the Nafar’s task 
is to walk down the streets blow-
ing a horn and calling people to 
wake them up for suhoor, the pre-
dawn meal. In Mauritania, people 
have unique characteristics when 
it comes to celebrating the holy 
month of Ramadan going back to 
ancient times.

The hair on the heads of boys, 
and sometimes adults, is left to 
grow until Ramadan and then 
it is shaved in honor of this holy 
month. Meanwhile, in Tunisia, 

preparations for the month of 
fasting begin by cleaning houses, 
preparing Ramadan supplies, and 
buying new food utensils to cele-
brate the holy month. Markets and 
shops are active and the storefront 
of cafes and tea halls are decorated 
with dazzling lights and Ramadan 
lanterns.

The mosques are adorned with 
bright lamps and are filled with 
worshipers. The Tunisian authori-
ties organize religious competitions 
for memorizing the Holy Qur’an in 
all Tunisian regions.

Tunisians also exchange 
phrases of congratulations on the 
first day of Ramadan. Families in 
Jordan are keen to set up tents to 
sit in during Ramadan to exchange 
food between families as well as 
visits.

In the past, the elders and 
imams of mosques used to choose 
Al-Musaharati, who used cop-
per cups to knock them together 
to wake up the sleepers to eat 
suhoor. However, with recent de-
velopments, this profession became 
threatened with extinction in Jor-
dan and the Arab world.

In Syria, specifically on the 
night of Sha’ban 30, judges and no-
tables sit in the Umayyad Mosque 
in the city of Damascus to announce 
the start of fasting, and Syrian fami-
lies hang lanterns, flags, and deco-
rations on the doors and in front of 
their house.

They also prepare sweets dur-
ing the days of Ramadan, the most 
famous of which is Kunafa and 
Ma’arouk, a disk stuffed with rai-
sins and dates topped with molas-
ses. In Lebanon, children practice 
traditional Ramadan customs, such 
as ‘Sibana Ramadan’ which involves 
taking a picnic to one of the beaches 
on the last day of Sha’ban and is de-
voted to eating what people crave 
from food before abstaining from 
it during Ramadan. The Lebanese 
people are keen to decorate streets 
and balconies with lights and lan-
terns.

In Sudan, upon confirmation of 
the official sighting of the crescent 
of Ramadan, a march is organized 
that roams the streets of cities. 
Known as the Zaffa, it consists of 
police, military musical choir, and 
various popular groups.

The majority of Sudanese peo-
ple do not break the Ramadan fast 
at home, especially in the country-
side, as they go out with their tables 
to the streets and roads. Sudan’s 
specialty drink ‘bittersweet’ is un-
disputedly the most popular Rama-
dan drink among everyone.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION AND ANALYSIS PAGES ARE THE AUTHORS’ OWN. QATAR TRIBUNE BEARS NO RESPONSIBILITY.

Arabs Welcome Ramadan With 
Acts of Worship, Adornments
Customs and traditions differ, but all Arabs agree on celebrating the Holy Month and reviving its days 

and nights by reading the Holy Qur’an, indulging in acts of worship, maintaining kinship ties and 
doing charitable deeds, all of which represent authentic Ramadan customs and traditions

ADAM MINTER

THIS month, a hunk of 
space junk hurtled toward 
the International Space 

Station, putting the safety of 
astronauts and their orbiting 
outpost at risk. Fortunately, 
the cosmic hazard was detect-
ed early and an emergency 
maneuver rocketed the $150 
billion station out of harm’s 
way. Such episodes, which 
burn gallons of valuable pro-
pellant, cost NASA and its 
partners an average $1 mil-
lion per incident.

There must be a better 
way, right? For years now, 
scientists and engineers have 
been dreaming up alterna-
tives — mainly pricey new 
robots that could remove rap-
idly multiplying space junk 
or shove it further into space. 
But what if the best solution 
is what they’ve been doing all 
along — just getting out of the 
way?

An unusual new NASA 
space junk study asked a ques-
tion only an accountant could 
love: What’s the most cost-
effective way of solving the 

problem? Rather than focus 
on whether removing junk 
enhances safety and sustain-
ability, NASA wondered if 
the potential cost of collisions 
justifies the development of 
expensive new technologies to 
clean up the heavens.

And it turns out it probably 
doesn’t — not in this century, 
at least. Instead, Earth-bound 
humans could save a lot of 
money and effort by hon-
ing their debris-tracking and 
dodging skills while forging 
international agreements to 
minimize the creation of more 
space junk in the future.

Space junk is a well-docu-
mented, growing problem for 
companies that have invested 
tens of billions of dollars build-
ing, launching and operating 
satellites that circle the planet 
collecting and transmitting 
data, including broadband in-
ternet, military communica-
tions and weather observation.

The Soviet Union’s Sput-
nik satellite became the 
world’s first space junk when 
its batteries died just three 
weeks after its 1957 launch. By 
the end of that decade, dead 

satellites, spent rocket stages, 
screws, bolts, tools dropped 
during space walks, flecks of 
paint and a wide range of scrap 
metal were zipping around the 
Earth. Today, in addition to 
roughly 7,200 working satel-
lites occupying orbit, there are 
about 36,500 objects greater 
than 4 inches in size (includ-
ing 2,500 dead satellites), 1 
million pieces of debris be-
tween .4 and 4 inches, and 130 
million pieces of debris less 
than .4 inches.

Impacts happen. In 2009, 
a dead Russian machine col-
lided with an active US satel-
lite at a speed of 22,300 mph, 
destroying it — and sending 
at least 2,000 new pieces of 
space junk into orbit. Smaller 
objects, speeding along many 
times faster than bullets, cre-
ate other dangers.

But surprisingly, devastat-
ing collisions are rare. In part 
because controllers on Earth 
have become adept at track-
ing the biggest pieces of junk 
and steering around them. For 
example, One Web Ltd, which 
operates a constellation of 
nearly 600 satellites, executes 
six to eight maneuvers a day to 
avoid potential collisions. And 
One Web hasn’t yet suffered 
a debilitating collision. How, 
then, to quantify the threat of 
space junk?

Enter NASA’s Office of 
Technology, Policy, and Strat-
egy. Its new study, distilled to 
its most basic elements, sought 
to put a price on avoiding 
space junk and then examined 
other potential solutions that 
would pay off in a reasonable 
amount of time. Its surprising 
finding, considering the alarm 
that space junk inspires, is that 
while it can be very expensive 
to maneuver the giant space 
station, avoiding junk costs US 
satellite operators a mere $58 
million a year. For example, 
the estimated cost of moving 
a customized, $500 million 
commercial satellite out of the 

way of trackable space junk is 
$699, including labor.

For a price like that, it’s 
hard to justify investing in 
some of the more speculative 
and expensive technologies 
that have been proposed over 
the years. Space tug boats, 
launched to grapple large piec-
es of space junk and fling them 
into the atmosphere, could 
cost as much as $6 billion. A 
more speculative spacecraft 
that “sweeps” smaller junk out 
of the way might cost as much 
as $900,000 per kilogram 
of debris. In both cases, the 
eventual “break-even” point 
at which the cost of remedia-
tion equals the cost of collision 
avoidance could be nearly a 
century into the future.

Fortunately, there are 
more affordable options for 
lowering risk today and into 
the future. The most obvious 
is to limit the amount of junk 
that’s being launched and left 
in space. And there are good 
ways to do that, starting with 
rules requiring satellite own-
ers to take their spacecraft out 
of crowded orbits after they 
are no longer useful.

The US already has strict 
rules requiring just that, and 
there have long been ambitions 
to see those rules translated 
into an international treaty to 
reduce space junk. The Biden 
administration should seek to 
convince America’s space part-
ners and allies to agree to the 
US standards, and then start 
wider talks. As other countries, 
especially China and India, be-
come space powers in their own 
right, establishing rules for how 
to keep space safe and sustain-
able should be a global priority.

If global agreement can 
be achieved on preventing 
junk, the more difficult ques-
tion of sharing the costs and 
burdens of remediating what’s 
already there can start. Ac-
cording to NASA’s new report, 
ground and space-based lasers 
that push junk out of the way 
without destroying it might 
achieve break-even economics 
within a decade. 

(Adam Minter is a 
Bloomberg Opinion col-
umnist covering Asia, 
technology and the envi-
ronment.)

TECHNOLOGICAL progress happens — or at 
least is constantly under attempt. When it suc-
ceeds, it’s because it makes human effort more 

efficient and more effective.
Based on those criteria, chat-based artificial 

intelligence — in which people interact with a com-
puter server in language that seems entirely natural 
— would seem to fail for now.

It isn’t more effective. Whether the goal of en-
gaging it is to explore an idea, get advice, or simply 
chat for connection or entertainment, AI cannot 
truly deliver, because it is an unreliable interlocutor.

Therefore, it’s also inefficient. Everything it tells 
you has to be considered provisional. You may as 
well parse a search engine’s long lists of possibly 
relevant links from the start, because you’ll end up 
there anyway.

But anyone who’s witnessed generative text in 
action can see the vast potential it offers. Achingly 
so.

We’ve spent some time with ChatGPT, version 
three. This is not the latest version; its creator Ope-
nAI — a San Francisco-based research enterprise 
with both nonprofit and for-profit components — 
has released version four behind a paywall. Nor is 
it the only example of a “large language model” — 
Microsoft and Google are among those implement-
ing their own. But it is the most widely accessible 
currently.

While much of what’s been written about AI lan-
guage generation has been about how it threatens to 
help students take shortcuts that compromise their 
learning or about how it can be goaded into destruc-
tive behavior (for instance, when a Microsoft ver-
sion told a New York Times technology columnist 
that it wanted to be free of human control, and that 
it loved him), our goal was simply to see if it could 
augment the search for information.

Among our wide-ranging interactions, Chat-
GPT almost instantly summarized the precedents 
and legal doctrines in a Supreme Court ruling, and 
it offered a sophisticated discourse comparing the 
Talmudic and Jesuit religious traditions. A widely 
curious person might have trouble finding a fellow 
human so willing to join the perambulations of the 
mind.

But ChatGPT also confidently misinformed us 
that Minneapolis has a moderate climate; that Ely 
and Hoyt Lakes are actually in southeastern Minne-
sota, where there is also an array of military instal-
lations; and that the Fleetwood Mac song “Dreams” 
was written and sung by the band’s Christine McVie, 
rather than by Stevie Nicks. The times we asked it 
to cite sources, our double-checking showed that it 
made up some of them. When we pointed that out, 
it apologized and made up different ones instead.

For those old enough to remember, it feels at 
times like an encounter with the “pathological liar” 
character portrayed by comedian Jon Lovitz on 
“Saturday Night Live.”

But the danger isn’t so much that AI chat will 
give you bad information. It’s that it will give you 
enough apparently good information that you 
won’t recognize its errors.

AI Chat Is 
Good For 
Nothing — Yet

Our Space Junk Problem Just Got A Cheap Solution
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Germany at a standstill as huge 
strike halts planes, trains & buses

AGENCIES 
BERLIN

 AIRPORTS, bus and train sta-
tions across Germany were at a 
standstill on Monday, disrupt-
ing millions during one of the 
largest walkouts in decades in 
Europe’s biggest economy as 
soaring inflation stokes wage 
demands. The 24-hour “warn-
ing” strikes called by the Verdi 
union and railway and trans-
port union EVG were the latest 
in months of industrial action, 
which has hit major European 
economies as higher food and 
energy prices dent living stand-
ards. 

They kicked off three days 
of wage talks which could lead 
to further strikes if they fail 
to yield a compromise. Em-
ployers have offered 5% more 
wages for 27 months and a 
one-off payment of 2,500 euros 
($2,700) - proposals unions, 
which call for a double-digit 
rise, call unacceptable amid in-
flation which reached 9.3% in 
February.

Verdi is demanding a 10.5% 
wage increase, which would see 
pay rising by at least 500 euros 
per month, while EVG is asking 
for a 12% raise or at least 650 
euros per month. “Employees 
are fed up with being fobbed off 
with warm words while work 
conditions get even worse and 

there are many vacant posts,” 
Verdi Chief Frank Werneke 
told reporters. Striking workers 
wearing high-vis jackets blew 
horns and whistles, held up 
banners and waved flags during 
protests.

Germany, which was heav-
ily dependent on Russia for 
gas before the war in Ukraine, 
has been particularly hard hit 
by higher prices, with inflation 
rates exceeding the euro-area 
average in recent months. 

Worsening chronic labour 
shortages give unions a strong 
negotiating hand, economists 
say. The walkout is the big-
gest in Germany, which has a 
long history of collective wage 
bargaining, since 1992, accord-
ing to Verdi. The Airports As-
sociation ADV estimated that 

380,000 air passengers were 
affected by flight suspensions 
including at two of Germany’s 
largest airports in Munich and 
Frankfurt, with stranded trav-
ellers sleeping on benches. Rail 
services were also cancelled 
by railway operator Deutsche 
Bahn (DBN.UL). 

In Cologne, the lack of city 
trains prompted a dash for 
taxis.“Millions of passengers 
who depend on buses and trains 
are suffering from this excessive, 
exaggerated strike,” a Deutsche 
Bahn spokesperson said. Verdi 
is negotiating for around 2.5 
million employees in the public 
sector, including in public trans-
port and airports, while EVG 
negotiates for around 230,000 
employees at Deutsche Bahn 
and bus companies.

City trains sit idle on the tracks in east Berlin on Monday. (AFP)

AGENCIES 
NASHVILLE 

A 28-year-old woman shot 
dead three children and three 
adults at a private Christian 
school in Nashville, Tennes-
see, before police killed her 
On Monday.

The woman had at least 
two semi-automatic rifles and 
a handgun, police said. The 
Metropolitan Nashville Police 
Department began receiving 
calls at 10:13 am of a shoot-
er at The Covenant School, 
which teaches children up to 
sixth grade (around 12 years 
old). 

Officers could hear gun-
fire coming from the school’s 
second floor, Don Aaron, a 
police spokesperson, told re-

porters. Two officers from a 
five-member team shot at her 
in what Aaron described as a 
lobby area, and she was dead 
by 10:27 am. “The police de-
partment response was swift,” 
Aaron said. Police later said 
the shooter was a 28-year-old 
woman from Nashville, hav-
ing earlier said she appeared 
to be a teenager, but have not 
publicly identified her.

Deadly mass shootings 
have become commonplace 
in the United States, but a 
female attacker is highly un-
usual. Only four of the 191 
mass shootings since 1966 
catalogued by The Violence 
Project, a nonprofit research 
centre, were carried out by a 
female attacker. US President 
Joe Biden wants Congress to 

do more to stem gun violence 
and will address the shooting 
in remarks later on Monday, 
the White House said. Three 
students were pronounced 
dead after arriving at Monroe 
Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital 
at Vanderbilt with gunshot 
wounds, John Howser, a hos-
pital spokesperson, said in a 
statement. The shooter killed 
three adult staff members, po-
lice said.

Besides the deceased, no 
one else was shot, Aaron said. 
The student’s parents were 
told to gather at a nearby 
church. The Covenant School, 
founded in 2001, is a minis-
try of Covenant Presbyterian 
Church in the Green Hills 
neighbourhood of Nashville 
with about 200 students, ac-

cording to the school’s web-
site. The school serves pre-
school through sixth graders 
and held an active shooter 
training program in 2022, 
WTVF-TV reported.

Nashville Mayor John 
Cooper expressed sympa-
thy for the victims and wrote 
on social media that his city 
“joined the dreaded, long list 
of communities to experience 
a school shooting.” There have 
been 89 school shootings – 
defined as anytime a gun is 
discharged on school property 
– in the US in 2023, according 
to the K-12 School Shooting 
Database, a website founded 
by researcher David Riedman. 
Last year saw 303 such inci-
dents, the highest of any year 
in the database since 1970.

This image released by the Metro Nashville Police Department on Twitter shows officers at Covenant School in Nashville. (AFP)

Woman shoots dead 6 in 
Nashville school attack

Lebanon’s caretaker premier 
reverses time change decision

DPA
BEIRUT

LEBANON’S caretaker premier 
Nagib Mikati and his cabinet 
on Monday reversed a decision 
on moving the start of daylight 
savings time, which has caused 
confusion and divided the mul-
ti-faith country.   

On Thursday, the Lebanese 
government announced post-
poning the start of the sum-
mertime system, which was 
originally scheduled for early 
Sunday, until midnight on 
April 20, when the lunar month 
of Ramadan is expected to end. 

The decision has trig-
gered harsh criticism against 
Mikati’s cabinet and uproar 
bordering on sectarianism.  
In a televised address, Mikati 
announced that clocks will 
now go forward at midnight 
Wednesday-Thursday.

“We had to take a period 
of 48 hours to deal with some 
technical matters according to 
the previous memorandum, so 
we gave ourselves time for re-

adjustment,” he said.
Keeping winter time in 

place for longer means break-
ing the daily Muslim Ramadan 
fast an hour earlier.   But the 
caretaker premier stressed that 
he was surprised how some 
parties in the country con-
sidered the decision to have 
sectarian and religious dimen-
sions. 

Lebanon’s influential 
Maronite Church criticized 
the original decision, calling it 
“surprising” and “haphazard” 
while stating it would not abide 
by it.“It was taken without any 
consideration for international 
standards and caused confu-
sion,” the church said in a 
statement.

AGENCIES 
MOSCOW

AN ally of President Vladimir 
Putin has warned that Rus-
sia has the weapons to de-
stroy any enemy, including 
the United States, if its own 
existence is threatened, ac-
cusing Washington of under-
estimating Moscow’s nuclear 
might.

The comments from 
Nikolai Patrushev, the influ-
ential secretary of Russia’s 
Security Council, are the lat-
est from a senior Russian of-

ficial to raise the spectre of a 
nuclear showdown between 
the world’s two largest nucle-
ar powers, something Mos-
cow says it wants to avoid. 

“American politicians 
trapped by their own propa-
ganda remain confident that, 
in the event of a direct con-
flict with Russia, the United 
States is capable of launch-
ing a preventive missile 
strike, after which Russia 
will no longer be able to re-
spond. This is short-sighted 
stupidity and very danger-
ous,” Patrushev told the state 

Rossiiskaya Gazeta newspa-
per on Monday.

“Russia is patient and 

does not intimidate anyone 
with its military advantage. 
But it has modern unique 
weapons capable of destroy-

ing any adversary, including 
the United States, in the event 
of a threat to its existence”, 
he said. Russia has said that 
one of the reasons why it sent 
tens of thousands of troops 
into Ukraine in February last 
year in what it calls its “spe-
cial military operation” was 
to counter a perceived secu-
rity threat stemming from 
Kyiv’s rapprochement with 
the U.S.-led NATO defence 
alliance.

Since then, Moscow has 
accused the West, without 
presenting public evidence, 

of making nuclear threats 
against it and has spoken of 
its readiness to use nuclear 
weapons in extreme circum-
stances if the very existence 
of the Russian state is imper-
illed.

On Saturday, President 
Vladimir Putin announced 
that Russia would station 
tactical nuclear missiles in 
its close ally Belarus, which 
borders Ukraine and Russia, 
sending a warning to NATO 
over its military support for 
Kyiv and escalated a standoff 
with the West.

‘Russia has weapons to destroy the US if its existence is threatened’

Nikolai Patrushev. 

AGENCIES 
JERUSALEM

AFTER weeks of mass pro-
tests in Israel, Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu has 
confirmed a temporary halt 
to his government’s contro-
versial judicial reforms. 

“I have decided to sus-
pend the second and third 
readings in this session,” Ne-
tanyahu said in Jerusalem 
on Monday. This means that 
the bill will not be put to a 
vote in parliament until the 
end of April at the earliest. 
“We are in the midst of a cri-
sis that threatens our essen-
tial unity,” Netanyahu said. 
He warned of a civil war that 
must not come to pass.

“Everyone must act re-
sponsibly,” he added. Earlier 
on Monday, Israel’s Minister 
of National Security Itamar 
Ben-Gvir said he and Netan-
yahu had agreed to postpone 
the reform. A government 
spokesman also said that a 
“national guard” would be 
established under the lead-
ership of the far-right min-
ister. What this means in 
concrete terms was initially 
unclear.

According to media re-
ports, Ben-Gvir and Net-
anyahu had previously met 
for an emergency session 
in which Ben-Gvir is said to 
have threatened to resign if 
Netanyahu did not stick to 
the reform plans. Organiz-
ers of the demonstrations, 
which have been going on 
for weeks, announced they 
would continue the protests.

“The government has 
brought Israel close to de-
struction and it is still threat-
ening to dismantle democ-
racy. A temporary freeze is 
not enough and the national 
protests will continue to in-
tensify until the law is reject-
ed in the Knesset,” they said 
in a statement. The govern-
ment accuses the Supreme 
Court of insubordinate inter-
ference in political decisions. 

If the legislation is 
passed, parliament would 
be able to overturn decisions 

of the Supreme Court with 
a simple majority. The bill 
also gives the prime minister 
greater protection against 
impeachment. Critics see 
the separation of powers be-
ing in danger and some have 
even warned about what they 
described as the creeping in-
troduction of a dictatorship.

Despite the protests, 
a core element of the con-
troversial reforms cleared 
another hurdle on Mon-
day when a bill that would 
change the composition of 
the judges’ selection com-
mittee passed a key stage. 
Opponents say the govern-
ment would now have too 
much influence on the ap-
pointment of judges.

Earlier, Israeli Finance 
Minister Bezalel Smotrich 
called for counter protests 
against the mass demonstra-
tions. “Come to Jerusalem...
We are the majority, let’s 
raise our voices. We won’t 
let them steal our voices and 
the country,” far-right politi-
cian Smotrich said in a video 
on Twitter, stating that the 
justice reforms will not be 
stopped.

Israel’s political crisis 
had escalated further follow-
ing the dismissal of Defence 
Minister Yoav Gallant. Ne-
tanyahu dismissed Gallant 
on Sunday because of his call 
to stop the judicial reform. 
On Saturday, Gallant asked 
the government to engage in 
dialogue with critics.

The anger towards Ne-
tanyahu, the dismissal and 
the reform plans of his right-
wing religious government 
was evident in Israel. 

Fearing civil war, 
Netanyahu halts 
judicial reforms

Israeli protesters lift a banner 
depicting Benjamin Netanyahu 
during a rally against judicial 
overhaul bill in Tel Aviv. (AFP)

The comments from 
Nikolai Patrushevare, the 
latest from a senior 
Russian official, raise the 
spectre of a nuclear 
showdown between the 
world’s two largest  
nuclear powers. 

Venice honours 
Liliana Cavani 
and Tony Leung

DPA
ROME

ITALIAN director Liliana Ca-
vani and Hong Kong actor Tony 
Leung Chiu-wai are to receive 
Golden Lions for their work at 
this year’s Venice Internation-
al Film Festival, the Biennale 
board of directors announced on 
Monday.The decision was taken 
on the recommendation of festi-
val director Alberto Barbera. 

“I am very happy and grate-
ful to the Biennale di Venezia 
for this wonderful surprise,” 
Cavani, 90, said in accepting 
the offer. She gained a name for 
herself in Venice in 1965 with 
“Philippe Pétain: Processo a 
Vichy,” which received a Lion 
of San Marco for the best docu-
mentary.

In accepting his offer, Le-
ung said: “I am overwhelmed 
and honoured with the news 
from the Biennale di Venezia. 
I hope to celebrate this award 
with all the filmmakers I have 
worked with. This award is a 
tribute to all of them as well.” 

The actor has starred in 
three films to have won the 
Golden Lion: “A City of Sad-
ness” from 1989 by Hou Hsiao-
hsien, “Cyclo” from 1995 by 
Tran Anh Hung, and “Lust, 
Caution” from 2007 by Ang 
Lee. In 2000, he received the 
Best Actor at Cannes. 

On Thursday, Lebanon 
announced postponing the 
start of the summertime 
system, which was original-
ly scheduled for early 
Sunday, until midnight on 
April 20. 
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MARKETS and shops across 
the country are witnessing an 
abundance of consumer and 
non-consumable food com-
modities of all kinds, and a 
doubling of supply quotas co-
inciding with the holy month of 
Ramadan, at a time when sales 
outlets are witnessing fierce 
competition to attract shoppers 
through a package of offers and 
discounts on goods.

Food companies, business-
men, and economists affirm 
the availability of sufficient 
stocks of commodities and 
food products to cover local 
consumption, noting that the 
prices of Ramadan commodi-
ties are stable thanks to the 
initiatives of the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, and 
the promotions and discounts, 
which led to market stabil-
ity and increased the pace 
of competition. Commercial 
complexes have intensified 
their preparations to receive 
the holy month, where shops, 
especially food departments, 
have increased their activity to 
the maximum degree by offer-
ing various goods and products 
to meet the needs of customers 
at competitive prices.

In their statement to Qatar 
News Agency (QNA), they said 
that the markets and shops are 
witnessing remarkable move-
ment these days by shoppers 
to buy Ramadan goods. Com-
pared to normal months, the 
rate of consumption during the 
month of Ramadan increases 
by about 30 percent, raising 
the consumer’s spending bill, 
which adds a financial burden 
during Ramadan.

To avoid this, one needs to 
set a budget for the holy month, 
avoid being tempted by offers, 
choose the appropriate time for 
shopping, and focus on essen-
tial goods and foodstuffs.

With the start of the blessed 
month, the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry (MoCI) an-
nounced a number of successive 
initiatives for Ramadan during 
the past week. The ministry 
launched the discounted con-
sumer goods list, which includes 
more than 900 commodities, 
in coordination with about 20 
malls, shops, and commercial 
outlets. It also announced an 

initiative to double the share of 
rice, sugar, oil, and evaporated 
milk for citizens benefiting from 
food supplies, for one time.

In the same context, the 
ministry announced the joint 
national initiative to encourage 
local production and subsidize 
the prices of sheep meat for 
the holy month of Ramadan, 
in coordination with the Min-
istry of Municipality and the 
Widam Food Company, where 
it was agreed to provide about 
30 thousand local sheep, to sell 
them at discounted prices for 
citizens (two sheep per citizen).

The ministry stated that 
these initiatives come within 
the framework of its keenness 
to provide the needs of citi-
zens and residents of consumer 
goods at reduced prices during 
the holy month, as spending in-
creases on the purchase of food 
and consumer goods, and other 
commodities of relative impor-
tance to the consumer, noting 
that it has coordinated with 
sales outlets to reduce the bur-
den on community members.

The joint national initiative 
to encourage local production 
and support sheep meat pric-
es for the month of Ramadan 
comes to ensure the availabil-
ity of red meat to citizens at 
reasonable prices, in addition 
to creating a balance between 
supply and demand, which 
contributes to price stability in 
the markets. 

In response to Qatar News 
Agency’s (QNA) questions, Al 
Meera Consumer Goods Com-
pany stressed it has raised 
its preparedness for the holy 
month by providing a sufficient 
stock of goods and products to 
cover consumption.

In addition, Al Meera 
launched several promotional 
offers from the month of Sha-
ban to encourage customers to 
purchase Ramadan needs with-
in a sufficient period of time 
and avoid crowding, noting 
that it is preparing to launch a 
variety of programs, initiatives, 
and interactive competitions 
throughout the month.

The company added that 

they have a sufficient stock of 
imported commodities, say-
ing that local national prod-
ucts would also be available 
throughout Al Meera branches 
and present in the Ramadan 
promotional offers, in coopera-
tion with local producers and 
Qatari farms.

In addition, Al Meera pro-
vides its customers with vari-
ous offers for more than 500 
products at a low price, includ-
ing basic commodities like 
flour, some dairy products, 
juices, and other highly re-
quested commodities during 
Ramadan, in addition to more 
than 900 commodities at a low 
price provided by the MoCI.

The company noted the 
availability of sufficient sup-
plies of commodities and basic 
food products at all times. The 
company said that it operates 
according to a vision in which it 
possesses resources and strate-
gic plans that enable it to over-
come any obstacles and prepare 
proactively for various circum-
stances based on in-depth stud-

ies of market conditions on an 
ongoing basis.

Al Meera revealed its con-
tinuous coordination with vari-
ous government and private 
institutions and agencies in the 
country throughout the year 
and not only during the month 
of Ramadan, stressing the con-
certed efforts to enhance the 
well-being of the people of Qa-
tar, meet their needs, and al-
ways provide the best.

Al Meera noted that during 
Ramadan it launched a dona-
tion campaign in cooperation 
with a group of leading brands 
that donate part of their sales 
revenues to Qatar Charity to 
support needy families, and 
their customers will be able to 
donate directly at the payment 
boxes also for the benefit of 
these groups, as well as offer-
ing 1,000 vouchers for the Qa-
tar Charity, which in turn de-
livers them to the beneficiaries.

Al Meera Consumer Goods 
Company is a shareholding 
company in the retail busi-
ness and manages a network 

of more than 60 branches over 
the country. Al Meera also has 
diversification in supply chains 
in anticipation of any emergen-
cy challenges.

It maintains strategic 
stocks in partnership with the 
MoCI at all times, as well as 
its cooperation with local and 
international suppliers as the 
company imports from various 
markets around the world and 
provides continuous supplies 
for all the needs of consumers 
in Qatar while adhering to the 
highest quality standards. 

Economic expert Khalid 
Al Kuwari pointed to the high 
demand for food commodi-
ties as the rate of consumption 
during the month of Ramadan 
increased by 30 percent com-
pared to the regular months, 
noting that this week saw a 
turnout increase as citizens 
and residents went to buy their 
needs of food commodities and 
Ramadan requirements. In 
the holy month, as usual, ban-
quets, invitations, and family 
gatherings increase the rate of 
consumption compared to oth-
er months.

Al Kuwari told QNA that 
consumer spending volume 
increases during the blessed 
month, despite its rituals, spir-
itual specificity and sublime re-
ligious dimensions.

Therefore, it is difficult to 
control the budget that is set 
for this month, as sudden and 
unforeseen demands appear 
during this period, he said, 
adding that the rate of spend-
ing increases either due to fam-
ily occasions or evening parties 
in addition to an increase in 
spending on Eid necessities at 
the end of Ramadan.

To rationalise food con-
sumption in Ramadan, the 
Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry presented a package 
of advice to consumers during 
the holy month, including set-
ting a budget for shopping, a 
list for purchasing basic needs 
and adhering to them, avoid-
ing rushing to buy unneces-
sary goods and foodstuffs, 
choosing the appropriate time 
for shopping which should not 
be durung the hours of fasting, 
in addition to avoiding being 
drawn into fake offers and dis-
counts and ensuring the price 
of the product before and after 
discount, among others.

Shops offer abundance of goods at 
competitive prices during Ramadan

Food companies, businessmen, and economists affirm the availability of sufficient stocks of commodities and food products to cover local consumption. 

SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

LISTED banks in the GCC region 
continued their post-COVID recov-
ery with strong double-digit asset 
while maintaining a conservative 
approach to credit provisioning, 
tight cost control and healthy capi-
tal levels, amid a future outlook 
based on cautious optimism, Omar 
Mahmood, Head of Financial Ser-
vices, KPMG in the Middle East, 
South Asia, and Caspian Region and 
Partner, KPMG in Qatar, has said.

With banks looking to navi-
gate through pandemic-driven 
difficulties toward economic re-
covery and stability, KPMG pub-
lished the eighth edition of its 
GCC-listed banks’ results.

Titled ‘Cautious Optimism’, 
the report offers a thorough analy-
sis of the financial results and key 

performance indicators (KPIs) of 
leading listed commercial banks 
in the region, in comparison with 
the previous year, to highlight the 
main financial trends in the GCC 
countries.

Out of all the GCC nations, 
KPMG said, Qatar had the lowest 
cost-to-income ratio (22.8 per-
cent) and the highest coverage ra-
tio on stage 3 loans (91.6 percent), 
with Qatar National Bank being 
the largest bank by assets in the 
region at $327 billion.

The following salient findings 
emerged from the financial re-
sults’ analysis for the year ended 
31 December 2022 for the GCC 
region as a whole:

Profitability saw another dou-
ble-digit increase of 25.3 percent, 
driven particularly by growth in 
loan books, increased interest 
margins, lower loan impairment 
and a continued focus on cost ef-
ficiencies.

Asset growth remained robust 
as banks increased their asset base 
by 9.9 percent, which was driven by 
lending to high-quality customers.

Net interest margins increased 
by 0.2 percent, as a result of the 

rising interest rate environment, 
which helped drive profit growth.

The overall NPL ratio for the 
GCC banking sector decreased by 
0.1 percent and now stands at 3.8 
percent, reflecting the conserva-
tive approach to credit risk man-
agement. Net impairment charges 
on loans and advances decreased 
by an average of 11.2 percent, with 
the drop observed mainly in stage 
2 and 3 portfolios, indicating an 
improvement in credit quality.

Cost-to-income ratios reduced 
compared to 2021 (40.9 percent to 
39.9 percent), reflecting the con-
tinued focus on cost reductions 
and operating efficiency initiatives.

The average coverage ratio 
for stage 2 and 3 loans increased 
by 0.4 percent and 1.7 percent 
respectively from the prior year, 
demonstrating how banks con-
tinue to be cautious in relation to 
their approach to provisioning.

Share prices overall remained 
stable year on year with a mar-
ginal increase of 0.7 percent com-
pared with the previous year.

The report also highlighted a 
1.2-percent decrease in return on 
equity (ROE), compared to 2021, 

as equity growth outpaced profit-
ability increases. The dividend 
payout ratio in the region also 
witnessed a near-identical drop of 
about 1.3 percent as banks looked 
to safeguard their earnings to fur-
ther bolster equity positions and 
support future growth.

According to the report, banks 
continued extending adequate 
coverage for their performing 
loan book as stage 1 net provision 
charges grew six-fold compared 
to 2021. Furthermore, while 
well above the minimum regula-
tory requirements across all GCC 
countries, the average sector capi-
tal adequacy ratio dipped margin-
ally (0.3 percent) to reach 18.6 
percent.

The GCC listed banks’ results 
anticipate the banking sector in 
the region to continue its pursuit 
of building on its strong founda-
tion, aided by a robust economic 
environment. As banks in the 
region aim to look past the COV-
ID-19 crisis, it is expected that 
accelerated innovation plans, 
technology focus and continued 
government investment will wit-
ness further growth in the future.

Listed GCC banks continue 
post-COVID recovery: KPMG

Omar Mahmood, Head of Financial Services, KPMG in the 
Middle East, South Asia, and Caspian Region and Partner, 
KPMG in Qatar. 

Out of all the GCC 
countries, Qatar                        
had the lowest                                         
cost-to-income ratio
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UDC celebrates Global Recycling Day and World Water Day

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

UNITED Development Com-
pany, the master developer of 
The Pearl and Gewan Islands, 
held two campaigns aimed at 
protecting the marine environ-
ment; Beach Cleanup Drive at 
Bahri Villas South beach, and 
World Water Day awareness 
campaign that aims to promote 
the usage of automated water 
taps instead of traditional ones. 

These initiatives were 
launched to commemorate 
Global Recycling Day, which is 
celebrated annually on March 
18, and World Water Day cele-
brated on March 22, where the 
two campaigns highlight the 
role recycling plays in reduc-
ing waste and preventing water 
pollution, leading to a healthier 

marine environment.

 Global Recycling Day 2023 
(Beach Clean Up Drive) 

In partnership with Sea-
shore Recycling, UDC and its 
affiliate companies Qatar Cool, 
Ronautica Middle East, Hospi-
tality Development Company, 
and Corinthia Yacht Club, par-
ticipated in a beach cleanup at 
Bahri Villas South at The Pearl 
Island, to reflect their com-
mitment towards protecting 
marine life and promoting a 
healthy marine ecosystem. The 
campaign saw the active par-
ticipation of residents, staff, 
families, and volunteers.

Recycling is integrated in 
almost every aspect of UDC’s 
operations, contributing to 
a healthy ecosystem for the 
entire community, as part 

of globally recognized waste 
management mechanisms, 
recycling strategy, and oth-
er environmentally friendly 
initiatives such as paperless 
transactions, automated waste 
collection system, environ-
mentally friendly packaging, 
smart lighting, and usage of 
single use drinking bottles to 
eliminate plastic usage.

The annual Global Recy-
cling Day at The Pearl Island 
demonstrates the strength and 
unity of The Pearl community 
in their willingness to keep the 
environment clean and comes 
as an opportunity to show-
case team efforts and commu-
nity engagement in protecting 
The Pearl Island’s shores and 
coastlines. 

World Water Day 2023
With this year’s theme, “Be 

the change you want to see in 
the world”, World Water Day 
2023 was celebrated with a 
message that encouraged the 
community to take action by 
changing the way they use, 
consume and manage water 
through switching all their 
water taps into automated 
ones, emphasizing that this 
simple change can result in 
up to 70% reduction in water 
consumption across the entire 
Island. Automated water taps 
are useful due to their ability 
to reduce water consumption, 
through a allows a touchless 
sensor that allows water to 
flow when needed, in an effort-
less manner.

UDC has always been 
driven by water sustainability, 
supporting the achievement 
of Sustainable Development 

Goal 6: Water and Sanitation 
for all by 2030. To achieve 
this goal, UDC has developed 
several initiatives and projects 
which include the placement 
of automated water taps in all 
offices, that will reduce water 
consumption by 22,200 cbm, 
as well as substituting fresh-
water with recycled and treat-
ed sewage effluent water to 
irrigate the entire Island land-
scape which spans a land area 
of 650,000 sqm (equivalent to 
91 football pitches). This has 
contributed to collectively sav-
ing more than 8 billion liters 
of potable water (equivalent to 
more than 3,300 Olympic-size 
swimming pools) leading to a 
healthier marine environment.

In 2021, UDC had installed 
ten seabins in Porto Arabia 
Marina, which have also had 

a substantial impact on the 
reduction of plastics and de-
bris that ends up in the water 
around coastal areas of the Is-
land. The seabins resulted in 
the collection of over one ton 
of marine litter (plastic and 
other waste), and because each 
seabin filters approximately 
600,000 liters of water per day 
for plastic and microplastics, 
almost 399 million liters of 
water was filtered (equivalent 
to 159 Olympic-size swimming 
pools).

With those two campaigns 
UDC continues to show its 
commitment towards engag-
ing its employees and commu-
nity towards positive change 
and promoting environmental 
awareness at its workplace as 
well as The Pearl and Gewan 
Islands.

UDC and its affiliate companies participating in a beach cleanup at Bahri Villas South at The Pearl Island.

Qatargas showcases its 
marine biodiversity projects

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATARGAS presented its 
marine biodiversity projects 
to a wide range of stakehold-
ers during a workshop jointly 
hosted with Qatar University at 
the Aquatic Fisheries Research 
Center (AFRC) in Ras Matbakh 
recently.

The forum provided a 
unique opportunity to share 
biodiversity expertise and best 
practices from environmen-
tal and marine scientists, re-
searchers, and practitioners 
from the Ministry of Munici-
pality, QatarEnergy, Qatargas, 
Qatar University, AFRC and 
other key energy sector com-
panies including ExxonMobil, 
TotalEnergies, North Oil Com-
pany, Shell, and Ras Laffan 
Olefins Company (RLOC).

During the inaugural ses-
sion of the workshop, Qatargas 
showcased its proud legacy of 
environmental initiatives dedi-
cated to preserving Qatar’s ma-
rine biodiversity, including a 
range of projects focused on the 
essential role of coral in pro-
tecting the country’s vulner-
able coastline while providing a 
sustainable habitat for vibrant 
populations of fish, sea urchins, 
algae, and varied flora and 
fauna. As the world’s premier 
LNG company, Qatargas has 
an environmental obligation 
that extends beyond regulatory 
requirements and towards en-
vironmental sustainability with 
a focus on protecting the coun-
try’s rich marine biodiversity. 
This is an important element 

of the company’s long-term en-
vironmental strategy and a key 
enabler to the Environmen-
tal Development Pillar of the 
Qatar National Vision (QNV) 
2030 and Qatar National Bio-
diversity Strategy and Action 
Plan 2015-2025.

Since 2007, Qatargas has 
relocated over 12,000 pieces of 
live coral from nearshore pipe-
lines to offshore protected ar-
eas, including the deployment 
of over 1,200 artificial reef 
modules to enrich the local ma-
rine environment. Locally fab-
ricated, these reef modules use 
an environmentally friendly 
low pH concrete mix; they were 
installed at recipient sites fol-
lowing comprehensive Marine 
Environmental Assessments 
(MEAs). Qatargas’ multi-year 
Coral Management Programme 
(CMP) also includes long-term, 
post-relocation monitoring 

with handover of all relocation 
zones to the regulatory authori-
ties for incorporation into the 
State of Qatar’s protected natu-
ral reserve.

The workshop also fo-
cused on Qatargas’ collabora-
tive partnership with Qatar 
University on a first of its kind 
coral nursery inaugurated in 
2021 at AFRC in Ras Matbakh. 
The latest insights and results 
from coral propagation at the 
coral nursery were presented 
and discussed with technical 
experts and the wider audi-
ence, including the potential 
for the Qatargas coral nursery 
to be utilised as a national coral 
bank, thereby contributing to 
future marine biodiversity and 
coral protection projects, both 
in Qatar and the region. This 
unique programme is expected 
to pave the way forward for 
sustainable marine ecosystem 
preservation methods and op-
timise the technological readi-
ness level of procedures and fa-
cilities for propagation of local 
coral species in a land-based 
nursery.

Workshop participants also 
visited the coral nursery where 
they received a first-hand ac-
count of coral husbandry in 
the laboratory or nursery set-
ting, while witnessing juvenile 
coral in their growing phase 
following coral fragmentation 
for future out-plantation to 
nearshore recipient sites.

Qatargas hosted the work-
shop with Qatar University to 
provide a strong technical plat-
form for environmental practi-
tioners.

During the inaugural session of the workshop, Qatargas showcased its legacy of environmental initiatives 
dedicated to preserving Qatar’s marine biodiversity.

Barr says US Fed  
making sure ‘all 
deposits’ are safe
The Senate panel will hold the first formal congressional hearing  
on the failures of Silicon Valley Bank and Signature Bank

AGENCIES

US’ top financial regulator 
pledged Monday that the Fed-
eral Reserve and other agen-
cies will take whatever steps 
they deem necessary to protect 
depositors and the banking 
system two weeks after two 
large bank collapses triggered 
financial turmoil in the United 
States and Europe.

Regulators “are prepared to 
use all of our tools for any size 
institution, as needed, to keep 
the system safe and sound,” 
Michael Barr, the Fed’s vice 
chair for supervision, said in 
written testimony that will be 
delivered Tuesday at a hearing 
of the Senate Banking Commit-
tee.

The Senate panel will hold 
the first formal congressional 
hearing on the failures of Sili-
con Valley Bank and New York-
based Signature Bank and the 
shortcomings of supervision 
and regulation, by the Fed and 
other agencies, that preceded 
them. The committee will also 
likely question Barr and other 
officials about the govern-

ment’s response, including its 
emergency decision to insure 
all the deposits at both banks, 
even though the vast majority 
exceeded the $250,000 limit 
on insured deposits.

The Fed has come under 
harsh criticism by groups ad-
vocating tighter financial regu-
lation for failing to adequately 
supervise Silicon Valley Bank 
and prevent its collapse, and 
Barr will likely face tough ques-
tioning by members of both 
parties.

In his prepared testimony, 
Barr blamed the manage-
ment of Silicon Valley Bank 
for its failure. But he also said 
he would ensure that the Fed 
“fully accounts for any super-
visory or regulatory failings” in 
a previously announced review 

of the bank’s collapse.
Barr said officials at the 

Federal Reserve Bank of San 
Francisco, which directly su-
pervised Silicon Valley Bank, 
sent multiple warnings to the 
bank’s management about 
the risks it was taking, includ-
ing its substantial holdings of 
Treasurys and other bonds that 
were steadily losing value as 
interest rates rose. Ultimately, 
when large depositors sough to 
withdraw more than $40 bil-
lion in a single day, the bank 
couldn’t pay out the funds. On 
March 10, the bank was seized 
by the Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corp.

As recently as mid-Febru-
ary 2023, Barr says in his pre-
pared testimony, Fed staffers 
told the central bank’s board 
of governors that rising rates 
were threatening the finances 
of some banks and highlighted, 
in particular, the risk-taking at 
Silicon Valley Bank.

“But, as it turned out,” Barr 
says, “the full extent of the 
bank’s vulnerability was not 
apparent until the unexpected 
bank run on March 9.”

Federal Reserve Board Vice Chair for Supervision Michael Barr 

The Fed has come under 
harsh criticism by groups 
advocating tighter finan-
cial regulation for failing 
to adequately supervise 
Silicon Valley Bank and 
prevent its collapse

Coral restoration 
Since 2007, Qatargas has 
relocated over 12,000 pieces 
of live coral from nearshore 
pipelines to offshore protected 
areas, including the deployment 
of over 1,200 artificial reef 
modules to enrich the local 
marine environment. Locally 
fabricated, these reef modules 
use an environmentally friendly 
low pH concrete mix
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World Bank warns of ‘lost decade’ in 
global growth without bold policy shifts
A new report has called on policymakers in the world to adopt ambitious initiatives to boost labor supply, productivity and investment

AGENCIES

AVERAGE potential global 
economic growth will slump to 
a three-decade low of 2.2% per 
year through 2030, ushering in 
a “lost decade” for the world’s 
economy, unless policymakers 
adopt ambitious initiatives to 
boost labor supply, productiv-
ity and investment, the World 
Bank warned on Monday.

Failure to reverse the ex-
pected broad-based slowdown 
in potential gross domestic 
product growth would have 
profound implications for the 
world’s ability to tackle climate 
change and reduce poverty, it 
said in a new report.

But concerted efforts to 
boost investment in sustaina-
ble sectors, cut trade costs, lev-
erage growth in services, and 
expand labor force participa-
tion could boost potential GDP 
growth by up to 0.7 percentage 
point to 2.9%, the report said.

“A lost decade could be 
in the making for the global 
economy,” said World Bank 
chief economist Indermit Gill, 
although he said policies that 
incentivize work, increase 
productivity, and accelerate 
investment could reverse the 
trend.

The World Bank is also 
watching developments in the 
banking sector, which come as 
rising interest rates and tight-
ening financial conditions drive 
up the cost of borrowing for 
developing countries, Ayhan 
Kose, director of the World 

Bank’s forecasting group, told 
reporters.

“The slowdown we are 
describing ... could be much 
sharper, if another global fi-
nancial crisis erupts, especially 
if that crisis is accompanied by 
a global recession,” Kose said, 
noting that recessions could 
weigh on growth prospects for 

years.
The average GDP growth 

rate is a sort of “speed limit” for 
the global economy, charting 
the maximum long-term rate 
at which it can grow without 
sparking excess inflation.

The report said the over-
lapping crises of the past few 
years, including the COVID-19 

pandemic and Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, had ended 
nearly three decades of sus-
tained economic growth, add-
ing to building worries about 
slowing productivity, which is 
essential for income growth 
and higher wages.

As a result, average poten-
tial growth in GDP was seen 

dropping to 2.2% from 2022-
2030, down from 2.6% in 2011-
21, and nearly a third lower 
than the 3.5% rate seen from 
2000-2010.

Low investment will also 
slow growth in developing 
economies, with their average 
GDP growth dropping to 4% 
for the rest of the 2020s, from 

5% in 2011-2021 and 6% from 
2000-2010.

Rising productivity, higher 
incomes and declining inflation 
helped one out of four develop-
ing countries reach high-in-
come status over the past three 
decades, but those economic 
forces are now in retreat, the 
report said.

It said productivity was 
likely to grow at its slowest clip 
since 2000, investment growth 
in 2022-2024 would be half the 
rate seen in the last 20 years 
and international trade was 
growing at a much slower rate.

To change the trajectory, 
policymakers should prioritize 
taming inflation, ensuring fi-
nancial-sector stability and re-
ducing debt, while promoting 
climate-friendly investments 
that could add 0.3 percent-
age point to annual potential 
growth.

Lowering the costs associ-
ated with shipping, logistics, 
and regulations could boost 
trade, it said, calling for chang-
es to remove the current bias 
toward carbon-intensive goods 
inherent in many countries’ 
tariff schedules and eliminate 
restrictions on access to envi-
ronmentally friendly goods and 
services.

Expanding exports of digital 
services could result in big pro-
ductivity gains, while raising la-
bor force participation rates for 
women and others could raise 
global potential growth rates 
by as much as 0.2 percentage 
point a year by 2030.

Ferrari sees longer life for roaring 
combustion engines after EU deal

AGENCIES

THE head of Ferrari (RACE.
MI) on Monday welcomed 
plans to exempt cars that run 
on e-fuels from the European 
Union’s planned 2035 phase-
out of new combustion engine 
vehicles as they will give the 
luxury carmaker “greater free-
dom” on its power systems.

The European Union and 
Germany have reached a deal 
allowing new cars powered by 
combustion engines (ICE) to 
be sold beyond the 2035 dead-
line, or 2036 for so-called small 
volume manufacturers like 
Ferrari, if they run on carbon-
neutral e-fuels.

“The good news for us as a 
company (...) is that on top of 
electric cars, we’ll also be able 
to go on with our internal com-
bustion engines ones,” CEO 
Benedetto Vigna told a Reuters 
Newsmaker event.”This deci-
sion is very interesting for us 
because it allows ICEs to go be-
yond 2036,” he added.

Ferrari, which is renowned 
for its powerful petrol engines, 
is already producing plug-in 
hybrid cars and has promised 
its first full-electric vehicle for 
2025.owever, Ferrari, which 
sold over 13,200 cars in 2022, 
has never provided a roadmap 
for going all electric.

Presenting its new business 
plan last year, Ferrari said ful-
ly-electric and hybrid models 
would make up 80% of those 
in its range by 2030, while 20% 
would still be powered by inter-

nal combustion engines.
“This does not change,” 

Vigna said. “We don’t want to 
tell clients which car to use. We 
want to make three kinds of 
propulsion available for them 
- hybrid, electric and ICE - and 
they will chose”.

SPENDING UNCHANGED 
Vigna reassured investors that 
the company’s investment 
plans would not be affected by 
combustion engines getting an 
extended life, as Ferrari had 

already “embedded” this sce-
nario in its business plan.

“The figure I gave (last year) 
- 4.4 billion euros ($4.7 billion) 
for capex in the 2022-2026 pe-
riod - it’s enough for us to go 
ahead with electrification and 
also with ICEs which are com-
patible with e-fuels,” he said.

Advertisement · Scroll to 
continue Vigna said Ferrari’s 
upcoming electric model would 
be “a unique car” but would not 
be drawn on details, adding 

that “keeping secret is part of 
the recipe”.

He added it was wrong to 
assume that specific forms of 
propulsion would match spe-
cific models in the future. Fu-
els are a mean to provide the 
performance expected from a 
Ferrari car, he said.

He said that the price of 
e-fuels, or synthetic fuels, 
was likely to come down as 
they are developed in coming 
years.

People look on near cranes standing at a construction site in Beijing, China

Ferrari CEO Benedetto Vigna 

Jack Ma returns to 
mainland China

AGENCIES

ALIBABA founder Jack Ma 
has resurfaced in China after 
months of overseas travel, vis-
iting a school Monday in the 
city where his company is head-
quartered and discussed topics 
such as artificial intelligence.

Ma founded e-commerce 
firm Alibaba in the 1990s and 
was once China’s richest man. 
He has kept a low profile with 
few public appearances since 
Nov. 2020, when he had pub-
licly criticized China’s regula-
tors and financial systems dur-
ing a speech in Shanghai.

Shortly afterward, authori-
ties put the brakes on the ini-
tial public offering of Alibaba’s 
financial affiliate Ant Group, 
which had been set to raise 
$34.5 billion in what would 
have been the world’s largest 
share offering at the time. Ali-

baba was later investigated and 
fined $2.8 billion for breaching 
antitrust rules as Chinese au-
thorities cracked down on the 
once-freewheeling technology 
industry.

In the past year, Ma has 
been travelling, with reports 
of sightings in Europe, Japan, 
Thailand and Hong Kong. 
His itinerary has been closely 
watched as a barometer of Bei-
jing’s attitude towards private 
businesses.

On Monday, Ma visited the 
Yungu School in Hangzhou, in 
eastern China, that was estab-
lished by Ma and other part-
ners of Alibaba, according to a 
WeChat post by the school. Ma 
discussed technologies such as 
the artificial intelligence chat-
bot ChatGPT, and spoke of his 
passion for learning.Alibaba 
did not immediately respond to 
a request for comment.

Alibaba founder Jack Ma

China’s Baidu reveals more capabilities of AI-powered chatbot Ernie
AGENCIES

CHINESE search engine Baidu 
(9888.HK) on Monday shared 
pre-recorded videos of its AI-
powered chatbot Ernie sum-
marising financial statements 
and producing powerpoint 
presentations, among other 
industry-focused capabilities.

According to images shared 
by a Baidu spokesperson in a 
media-facing group on We-
Chat, China’s most widely used 
messaging service, the Chinese 
chatbot has a wider range of 
skills than previously displayed 
when it was launched almost 

two weeks ago.
Back then the ChatGPT-like 

product was shown to be com-
petent at generating images 
with text prompts, composing 
poetry and producing audio in 
Chinese dialects.

The videos shared on Mon-
day show the chatbot, powered 
by generative artificial intel-
ligence (AI), producing travel 
itineraries and virtual, human-
like livestreamers that can ad-
vertise products using scripts 
tailored to the user’s needs.

These videos were from a 
closed-door meeting hosted by 

Baidu’s AI Cloud division for 
the first batch of companies 
that are testing an industry-
focused version of the chatbot.

The meeting was originally 
meant to be a livestreamed 
product launch open to the 
media and public, but the for-
mat was changed to prioritise 
the “strong demand” from over 
120,000 companies that had 
applied to test the Ernie bot, 
the company said in a state-
ment on Monday morning, 
adding this would be the first 
of many closed-door meetings.

The change, however, 

caused Baidu’s Hong Kong-
listed shares to fall as much as 
4.5% on Monday morning.

More companies will be 
able to sign up to test the in-
dustry-focused version of the 
Ernie bot starting on March 31, 
while the regular version of the 
app remains open for testing to 
users lucky enough to get invite 
codes.

Tests conducted by Reuters 
show that the regular version 
has a good command of the 
Chinese language but produces 
factual errors and avoids an-
swering political questions.

Baidu’s co-founder Robin Li showcases artificial intelligence powered 
chatbot known as Ernie Bot by Baidu.
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A steel plant ready for war lays 
bare blow to Ukraine’s economy
The damage to Ukraine’s metal industry has crippled a lucrative sector and key employer needed to support an economy cratered by war

AGENCIES

FLAK jackets are piled up at 
Ukraine’s Zaporizhstal steel 
plant, and anti-tank traps 
guard the entrance. Whenever 
air raid sirens sound — and 
they go off every day — most 
workers head to one of the 16 
bomb shelters scattered across 
the sprawling grounds.

But some keep working — 
braving not only the intense 
heat and sparks flying from 
blast furnaces forging steel 
used in everything from railway 
cars to household appliances, 
but the threat of shelling — to 
keep the molten metal moving.

The southwestern city of 
Zaporizhzhia, which gives the 
plant its name, is less than 50 
kilometers (31 miles) from the 
front line and its residential 
buildings and energy infra-
structure are a frequent Rus-
sian target. The impact of the 
war has left the plant running 
below full capacity, with a third 
of its 10,000 workers idle.

The damage to Ukraine’s 
metal industry has crippled a 
lucrative sector and key em-
ployer needed to support an 
economy cratered by war. Ef-
forts to restore production 
and get goods moving again to 
customers worldwide will be 
crucial to helping the country 
rebuild.

A pillar of the economy be-
fore the war, the metal indus-
try accounted for a third of the 
goods that Ukraine exported, 
but it has been upended by 
Russian forces who have taken 
control of the industrial heart-
land — the Donetsk and Lu-
hansk regions.

For steel and mining com-
pany Metinvest, the slowdowns 
at the Zaporizhstal steel plant 
are only part of the pain. Since 
Russia seized Ukraine’s Crimea 
Peninsula in 2014, the com-
pany has lost equipment and 
facilities in Russian-controlled 
areas, seen workers head to the 
front line and lacked enough 
security to grow.

But “the biggest damage 
we have suffered is the dam-
age caused to the economy of 
Ukraine,” Metinvest CEO Yurii 
Ryzhenkov told The Associated 
Press. “When damage is done 
to the country, the company 
suffers from it no less than 
from direct hits of shells.” At 
the Zaporizhstal steel plant, life 
still revolves around the blast 

furnaces, even if only three out 
of four are operating. Relent-
less hissing fills the air, which is 
tinged with the pungent, acidic 
tang of sulfur that results from 
separating cast iron and waste 
deposits.

The workers’ silver suits re-
flect the blinding light emanat-
ing from the red, molten metal 
churning in the blast furnace, 
where temperatures reach 
1,500 C (more than 2,700 F).

The process looks busy, 
but the workers know they are 
melting less cast iron than be-
fore the war.

“We are limited. Both in 
terms of raw materials and 
sales,” said Oleh Ilin, the blast 
furnace master.

Unlike other industrial en-
terprises in Ukraine, Zaporizh-
stal wasn’t damaged by artillery 
fire or missile strikes. But like 
many others, its growth has 
been hindered by power out-

ages from Russian missile at-
tacks, damage to infrastructure 
and blocked Black Sea ports.

The latter is one of the 
biggest challenges for Zapor-
izhstal, where work has been 
interrupted only twice in its al-
most 90-year history — during 
World War II and shortly after 
Russia invaded Ukraine. Rus-
sian troops were stopped just 
dozens of kilometers from the 
plant last spring, but almost a 
year later, it hasn’t been able to 
recover fully.

Prices are higher for prod-
ucts that Zaporizhstal makes, 
and they are harder to get to 
customers. Trains instead of 
ships mostly move orders, in-
creasing prices not just for 
transportation but for produc-
tion and raw materials.

Before the war, Zaporizh-
stal could complete a batch of 
steel strips used in appliances 
like refrigerators, for example, 

and deliver it in a month or 
two, said Roman Slobodianiuk, 
general director of Zaporizh-
stal. Now, it could take three 
months or longer.

“Not every client is ready 
to take such risks. So we were 
forced to reduce the geography 
of our customers,” he said.

Zaporizhstal used to work 
with customers in almost 60 
countries — that has been re-
duced by half. The war affected 
its capacity to fulfill orders in 
much of the Middle East and 
many African countries.

“Before the war, around 
90% of metallurgical products 
were exported through the sea, 
because it was much cheaper,” 
said Dmytro Goriunov from 
Ukraine’s Center for Economic 
Strategy.

Now, the plant focuses on 
closer European countries and 
the U.S. market, which can be 
reached through Polish sea-

ports.
About a third of the metal 

industry’s capacity has been 
destroyed and production is 
about 65% lower, according to 
data from industry association 
Ukrmetallurgprom and Oxford 
Economics.

The KSE Institute of 
Ukraine estimated that dam-
age to Ukrainian businesses as 
a whole from the war amounts 
to $13 billion. Economic out-
put shrank by about a third in 
2022, and the economy minis-
try forecasts growth of only 1% 
this year.

The government relies on 
donations from allies like the 
European Union and the U.S. 
to pay citizens’ wages and pen-
sions, helping it avoid printing 
money that could fuel infla-
tion. Ukraine got a boost last 
week with a $15.6 billion loan 
package from the International 
Monetary Fund.

For its part, Metinvest is 
trying to rebuild after losing 
two major facilities to Russia, 
including the Azovstal steel 
plant where Ukrainians fought 
off a siege from its labyrinth of 
tunnels and bunkers in Mari-
upol.

Maksym Notchenko, 41, 
a former worker of Azovstal, 
watched from a distance as the 
plant was besieged with Rus-
sian strikes: “It was like pieces 
of your body were being cut 
off.” He fled and started work-
ing at Zaporizhstal last April. 
About 20,000 other Metinvest 
workers did the same, leaving 
occupied territories or front-
line fighting. Before the inva-
sion, Metinvest had around 
100,000 workers — now the 
number is 85,000.

Ryzhenkov, the CEO, said 
that restoring supply chains, 
primarily unblocking Black Sea 
ports, will revive the company.

First Citizens to acquire troubled Silicon Valley Bank
AGENCIES

NORTH Carolina-based First 
Citizens will buy Silicon Val-
ley Bank, the tech industry-fo-
cused financial institution that 
collapsed earlier this month, 
rattling the banking indus-
try and sending shockwaves 
around the world.

The deal could reassure 
investors at a time of shaken 
confidence in banks, though 
the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corp. and other regulators had 
already taken extraordinary 
steps to head off a wider bank-
ing crisis by guaranteeing that 
depositors in SVB and another 
failed U.S. bank would be able 
to access all of their money.

Customers of SVB will au-
tomatically become custom-
ers of First Citizens, which is 
headquartered in Raleigh. The 
17 former branches of SVB will 
open as First Citizens branches 
Monday, the FDIC said.

Nasdaq-traded shares of 
First Citizen BancShares Inc. 
jumped 12.4% to $654.95 in 
premarket trading Monday. 
Shares in mid-sized San Fran-
cisco-based First Republic 
Bank, which serves a similar 
clientele as Silicon Valley Bank 
and had appeared to be facing a 
similar crisis, surged 24.3% in 
premarket trading.

European shares opened 
higher Monday, with German 
lender Commerzbank AG up 

2.4% and BNP Paribas up 1.2%.
Investors worry that other 

banks also may crumble under 
the pressure of higher interest 
rates. On Friday, much of the 
focus was on Deutsche Bank, 
whose stock tumbled 8.5% in 
Germany, though it was back 
up about 3.6% in early trading 
Monday. Earlier this month, 
shares of and faith in Swiss 

bank Credit Suisse fell so much 
that regulators brokered a 
takeover of by rival UBS.

In the U.S., SVB, based in 
Santa Clara, California, col-
lapsed March 10 after deposi-
tors rushed to withdraw money 
amid fears about the bank’s 
health. It was the second-larg-
est bank collapse in U.S. his-
tory after the 2008 failure of 

Washington Mutual. Two days 
later, New York-based Signa-
ture Bank was seized by regu-
lators in the third-largest bank 
failure in the U.S.

In both cases, the govern-
ment agreed to cover depos-
its, even those that exceeded 
the federally insured limit of 
$250,000, so depositors were 
able to access their money.

New York Community 
Bank agreed to buy a signifi-
cant chunk of Signature Bank 
in a $2.7 billion deal a week 
ago, but the search for a buyer 
for SVB took longer.

After First Republic Bank 
came under heavy selling by 
panicked investors, 11 of the 
biggest banks in the country 
announced a $30 billion res-

cue package. The money has 
given First Republic a lifeline 
while it reportedly seeks a 
buyer.

The sale of Silicon Valley 
Bank announced late Sunday 
involves the sale of all depos-
its and loans of SVB to First-
Citizens Bank and Trust Co., 
the FDIC said.

The acquisition gives the 
FDIC shares in First Citizens 
worth $500 million. Both the 
FDIC and First Citizens will 
share in losses and the poten-
tial recovery on loans included 
in a loss-share agreement, the 
FDIC said.

The FDIC will retain about 
$90 billion of Silicon Valley 
Bank’s $167 billion in total 
assets, as of March 10, while 
First Citizens will acquire $72 
billion at a discount of $16.5 
billion, the FDIC said. 

It said it estimates Silicon 
Valley Bank’s failure will cost 
its industry-funded Deposit 
Insurance Fund about $20 
billion.

First Citizens Bank was 
founded in 1898 and says it 
has more than $100 billion in 
total assets, with more than 
500 branches in 21 states as 
well as a nationwide bank. 

It reported net profit of 
$243 million in the last quar-
ter. It is one of the top 20 U.S. 
banks and says it is the largest 
family-controlled bank in the 
country.

A worker walks stand inside a blast furnace at the Zaporizhstal steel plant, in Zaporizhia, Ukraine

A First Citizens Bank sign is seen in Durham, North Carolina
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UMM Salal face an uphill task 
as they take on league leaders 
Al Duhail in the final of the 
Ooredoo Cup at the Jassim Bin 
Hamad Stadium on Tuesday 
night. The title clash, which 
kicks-off at 10pm, is expected 
to be an exciting one as both 
teams are looking to tourna-
ment for the first time.

Duhail, who qualified for 
the final at the expense of arch-
rivals Al Sadd in the semi-fi-
nals, are runaway favourites for 
the title. The Red Knights have 
a lethal combination of play-
ers, especially in forward areas 
where captain Almoez Ali, Fer-
jani Sassi, Mohamed Muntari, 
Ismail Mohamed and Nam 
Tae-Hee can create havoc.

Duhail’s Argentinian coach 
Hernan Crespo, however, was 
wary of Umm Salal, who fought 
back from a goal down to beat 
Al Arabi 2-1 in the other semi-
final. “Umm Salal’s presence in 
the final shows their ambitions 
and this deserved to be there,” 
said Crespo on Sunday.

“It also means that they 
have the resources to reach 
thus far and that should make 
us study the opponents well. 
These matches can’t be as-
sessed based on the results of 
the league and the team that 
has the highest concentration 
will win the title. We will pre-
pare our players well in order 
to win the first title this season. 
In cup matches, it is not pos-
sible to rely on the ranking of 
teams in the league,” he added.

Duhail are frontrunners to 
win the QNB Stars League, with 
a two-point advantage over 
Arabi and also have a game in 
hand. Crespo is pleased with 
how Duhai’s season has gone 
by but is keen to make it better 
with an Ooredoo Cup trophy.

“We are targeting our first 
title in the current season,” he 
said. “We succeeded in reach-
ing this stage of the tourna-
ment after playing six matches 
against big teams and we were 
able to win five matches and 
draw one. The team was not de-
feated at all and this means to 
us that the team is doing well.

“We will rely on players 
who are physically and techni-

cally ready, and we will prepare 
all our players. This is a match 
that cannot be taken for grant-
ed and we must be at the top of 
our focus in order to appear at 
the level that guarantees us the 
title,” added Crespo.

Meanwhile, a title triumph 
today would boost Umm Salal’s 
morale as they are languish-
ing in 11th and penultimate 
place at the QNB Stars League 
table with 13 points. The Or-
ange Fortress progressed to the 
semifinals after topping their 
group, but are in the relegation 

battle in the league.
Today, they will rely on 

Yassin al-Bakhit, who scored 
the winning goal against Al 
Arabi in the semifinal, in addi-
tion to Abdullah Khafifi, Joao 
Teixeira, Adil Rhaili, Nasser al-
Nasr and Adel Alawi.

Umm Salal’s Moroccan 
coach Talal El Karkouri said the 
team has renewed belief after 
having outfought inform Arabi 
in the last four. “The match 
against Duhail is crucial and 
we will be ready in order to win 
the title, especially since victory 

over Al Arabi in the semifinal 
gave the players a great morale 
boost,” he said yesterday.

“Definitely an important 
and strong match against the 
league leaders, but we see it 
as an opportunity to win the 
title. Duhail are an excellent 
team and have players at a very 
high level. They present them-
selves well and are on top of the 
league table,” he added.

El Karkouri was in no doubt 
what Umm Salal will be against 
today, but was confident that 
a Cup game can throw up sur-
prises.  “Duhail will, of course, 
be more difficult than the pre-
vious match with Al Arabi. I 
hope that we do not repeat 
what happened during the first 
half in the Al Arabi match and 
that we appear in a satisfactory 
manner through which we can 
achieve a good result. We have 
nothing to lose and this is the 
nature of the cup finals,” the 
Moroccan said

“We must try to do our best 
to achieve victory, especially 
since we got the opportunity 
to reach the final. I have great 
confidence in our players in 
order to make an effort to win 
the title. We will play in a dif-
ferent way and style, and all we 
seek is crowning glory,” added 
El Karkouri.

Al Duhail-Umm Salal all set 
for Ooredoo Cup title clash
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Conte’s exit from 
Spurs sets Premier 
League record for 
in-season coach 
changes
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FIFA President Gianni Infantino and European Club Association (ECA) 
Chairman Nasser Al Khelaifi during the signing of MoU between FIFA and 
ECA at the 29th ECA General Assembly in Budapest, Hungary, on Monday.

Al Duhail players going through a strenuous warm up session during training ahead of their Ooredoo Cup 
final against Umm Salal to be played on Tuesday. Both teams are eyeing their first Ooredoo Cup title.

FIFA signs renewed 
MoU with ECA

FIFA

FIFA President Gianni Infanti-
no and European Club Associa-
tion (ECA) Chairman Nasser 
Al Khelaifi on Monday signed 
a renewed Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between 
FIFA and ECA at the 29th ECA 
General Assembly in Budapest, 
Hungary.

The long-term agreement, 
until 31 December 2030, rein-
forces the relationship between 
FIFA and ECA bringing long-
term stability to the national 
team and club game. 

The MoU includes a re-
newed commitment by clubs 
to adhere to the International 
Match Calendar, which re-
ceived the unanimous ap-
proval of the FIFA Council on 
14 March 2023, until 2030, 
and ECA confirmed their sup-
port for the new FIFA Club 
World Cup from 2025, featur-
ing 12 European clubs, a yearly 
game between the winner of 
the UEFA Champions League 
and the winner of an intercon-
tinental play-off and a FIFA 
Women’s Club World Cup to be 
created. 

The Club Benefits Pro-
gramme, which compensates 
all clubs who release players for 
the men’s World Cup, will now 
increase from $209 million for 
the 2018 and 2022 FIFA World 
Cup to $355 million for the 
2026 and 2030 tournaments.

FIFA President Gianni In-
fantino said: “This is a signifi-
cant day for the future of foot-
ball and its long-term stability. 

We are very happy to renew 
and strengthen our coopera-
tion agreement with ECA, an 
important stakeholder repre-
senting clubs from all over Eu-
rope.

 “To have the new Interna-
tional Match Calendar endorsed 
by ECA provides the necessary 
balance between club and na-
tional team football. We have 
exciting projects ahead, includ-
ing the new FIFA Club World 
Cup in 2025 and the new FIFA 
Women`s Club World Cup. A 
close collaboration with clubs 
in Europe, and the rest of the 
world, will be essential for the 
success of those events.” 

ECA Chairman Nasser Al 
Khelaifi said: “We are delighted 
to have signed this landmark 
agreement. The MoU recognises 
the central role of clubs in foot-
ball globally and ensures that 
they are properly represented in 
decision-making around issues 
which affect them.

“FIFA and ECA will also now 
establish closer working prac-
tices on a future revamped Club 
World Cup, including the sport-
ing and commercial aspects for 
the 2025 edition, and working 
together on future editions in-
cluding on potential structures 
for managing the commercial 
rights going forward.

“We look forward to work-
ing closely with FIFA over the 
coming months and years to 
ensure that the benefits of new 
and expanded competitions in 
both men’s and women’s foot-
ball are properly shared across 
the ecosystem.”

Algerian national team player Youcef Atal is getting treated at Aspetar Hospital in Qatar to recover from an injury. The talented right-back of French 
club Nice and a key player in the Algerian team is benefitting from Aspetar’s world-class facilities and expertise. He underwent some medical  
examinations before a treatment and rehabilitation programme was devised. The winner of the 2019 African Cup, Atal is determined to recover 
and regain his form with his French club and the Algerian national team.

Algerian footballer Youcef Atal undergoing rehab at Aspetar

The Qatar Olympic Committee’s Athletes Committee held its first regu-
lar General Assembly meeting for 2020-2024 at QOC’s Headquarters 
on Sunday. The meeting was chaired by Secretary-General of Athletes 
Commission Nada Mohamed Wafa and attended by members of  the 
General Assembly who satisfied  the meeting quorum. During  the 
meeting, attendees have approved GA members list, ratified meeting 
agenda, set up a strategic work plan to achieve the Commission’ objec-
tives and fulfill its needs in the years to come. The committee  official 
budget for 2023 , its programs ,  activities, as well as athletes worships, 
field visits and participation in  all events across the country have been 
reviewed during the meeting. Most notably, the General Assembly have 
unanimously approved the request of Mrs. Mubaraka Al Abdallah of 
Qatar Winter Sports Committee to join the General Assembly of the 
Athletes Commission. To shed lights on the committee’s incoming 
activities, the Committee Nada Mohamed Wafa said the committee will 
organize a series of workshops in future that will be in cooperation with 
Olympic Council of Asia and IOC’s Athletes Commission. (TNN)

QOC Athletes Commission holds 
General Assembly Meeting

QSL holds co-ordination and technical meet ahead of Ooredoo Cup final
THE Qatar Stars League 

(QSL) continued the ar-
rangements and preparations 
ahead of the final of 2022-2023 
season Ooredoo Cup between 
Umm Salal and Al Duhail, to be 
played at the Jassim bin Ham-
ad Stadium of Al Sadd club on 
Tuesday (10pm kick-off).

The Co-ordination and 
Technical Meetings were held 
at the QSL Headquarters in 
Al Bidda Tower on Sunday in 
the presence of Hassan Rabiah 
Al Kuwari, Executive Director 
of Sales, Marketing and Com-
munication at the QSL, Ahmed 
Salman Al Adsani, Director of 

Competitions Department at the 
QSL, Ahmed Abdullah Al Sayed, 
Head of Football Operations at 
the QSL, representatives of the 
two clubs and a representative 
of the Referees Department of 
Qatar Football Association.

Al Kuwari welcomed all at-
tendees and congratulated both 

teams on their qualification for 
the final, wishing that the fans 
would enjoy an exciting final. 
He stressed that the meetings 
came in line with the policy of 
continuous co-ordination be-
tween the QSL and clubs to pre-
sent the tournament in an ap-
propriate manner at all levels.

Al Adsani, while congratu-
lating the two teams on reach-
ing the final, explained many 
points related to the match.
During the meeting, a number 
of topics were also discussed, 
most notably:
 Organizational procedures for 
the coronation of champions and 
runners-up.
 Importance of commitment to 
attend the stadium in time.
 Approval of official kits of both 
teams (main and reserve).
 The representative of Refer-
ees Department emphasized the 
need to adhere to all decisions 
of match referees.



ANTONIO Conte’s departure 
from Tottenham was the 
11th in the Premier League 

this term, a record for in-season 
managerial changes. The Ital-
ian’s exit by mutual consent was 
announced by the club on Sun-
day evening, with his assistant 
Cristian Stellini placed in charge 
until the summer.
Here, the PA news agency looks 
at this season’s departures and 
how the tally compares to past 
seasons.
August: Scott Parker took 
Bournemouth to promotion last 
season but did not even see out 
their first month back in the Pre-
mier League after a 9-0 defeat to 
Liverpool.
September: A shock Champions 
League defeat to Dinamo Zagreb 
prompted Chelsea to dismiss 
Thomas Tuchel. Brighton boss 

Graham Potter was lured to 
replace him.
October: Wolves moved on from 
Bruno Lage early in the month, 
before Steven Gerrard was dis-
missed by Aston Villa.
November: Southampton’s 
struggles saw Ralph Hasenhuttl 
sacked and replaced by Nathan 
Jones.
January: Everton’s ongoing rel-
egation fears cost Frank Lampard 
his role at Goodison Park. Febru-
ary Leeds ended Jesse Marsch’s 
unhappy spell in charge before, 
a week later, Jones became the 
second Saints casualty of the 
season after just three months in 
charge.
March: Crystal Palace sacked 
Patrick Vieira after a 12-match 
winless run before Conte’s in-
creasingly fractious relationship 
with Spurs came to an end.

Sacking season Eleven in-
season departures breaks the 
record of 10, set on three previ-
ous occasions in the Premier 
League era.
The 2013-14 campaign was the 
first to hit double figures, with 
Fulham contributing two to that 
total as first Martin Jol and then 
Rene Meulensteen were shown 
the door. West Brom and Totten-
ham’s in-season appointments, 
Pepe Mel and Tim Sherwood 
respectively, lasted only until the 
end of the season and Spurs 
then lured Mauricio Pochettino 
from Southampton, taking the 
season’s final total to 13.
There were a record 15 in total 
in 2017-18, with again 10 com-
ing during the season including 
two each from Southampton 
(Claude Puel and Mauricio Pel-
legrino) and West Brom (Tony 

Pulis and Alan Pardew).
West Ham, Everton, Stoke and 
Swansea each made a second 
change when the season con-
cluded, while Arsene Wenger 
resigned from his long reign at 
Arsenal.
Last season was the other to 
see 10 managers jettisoned 
during the season, including both 
Xisco Munoz and Claudio Ranieri 
being flung off the ever-erratic 
Watford roundabout. An 11th de-
parture came at the end of the 
season as Manchester United’s 
interim boss Ralf Rangnick, ap-
pointed in November to succeed 
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer, left Old 
Trafford. There have been three 
separate instances of nine in-
season departures, in 1994-95 
- when there were still 22 clubs 
in the Premier League - 2004-05 
and 2008-09. (DPA)

Conte’s exit sets Premier League  
record for in-season coach changes

Tottenham Hotspur’s Italian head coach Antonio Conte’s departure by 
mutual consent  was announced by the club on Sunday evening. (AFP)

Southgate to ensure England 
do not rest on their laurels

DPA 
LONDON

GARETH Southgate warned 
England’s quest for European 
Championship glory will be in 
“trouble” if their focus or com-
mitment wavers after making a 
dream start to qualification.

The trip to reigning cham-
pions Italy and Sunday’s 
Wembley clash against Euro 
2020 quarter-final opponents 
Ukraine provided a tough start 
on the journey to next sum-
mer’s finals in Germany.

But Southgate’s absentee-
hit side bounced back well from 
the disappointment of Decem-
ber’s World Cup quarter-final 
exit to France, with last Thurs-
day’s 2-1 victory in Naples rep-
resenting a first win away to 
Italy since 1961.

Three days later England 
comfortably beat Ukraine 2-0 
in front of a sell-out crowd, 
meaning they took maximum 
points from the hardest double-
header in a group completed by 
North Macedonia and Malta.

The Euro 2020 runners-up 
are expected to record another 
six-point haul when they face 
the latter nations in the sum-
mer, but Southgate will not al-
low complacency to seep in.

“I would expect everyone 
would want to be here and want 
to be a part of it,” the England 
boss said of June’s trip to Malta 
and Group C qualifier against 
North Macedonia at Old Trafford.

“We’ll of course look to psy-
chologically refresh the group 
by giving them some time off at 
the end of the season.

“But if we start to think 
that we haven’t got to turn up 
for games in June because the 
world ranking of the opponents 
isn’t as high as the two oppo-
nents we’ve had now, then we 
are in trouble, really.

“That’s not the approach 
we’ll be looking for and I don’t 
think the mentality of the team 
(is like that).” This is England’s 
fourth attempt at winning a ma-
jor tournament under South-
gate, who oversaw the surpris-
ing run to the 2018 World Cup 

semi-finals before going within 
a penalty shoot-out of triumph-
ing at Euro 2020.

Further progress was vis-
ible on the field in Qatar, only 
for eventual finalists France to 
emerge victorious from their 
hard-fought World Cup quar-
ter-final.

Southgate considered his 
future after that defeat but a 
week later committed to seeing 
through his Football Association 
contract that runs until 2024.

“I think that whatever had 
happened this week I still felt it 
would have been the right deci-
sion (to stay on),” the England 
boss said.

“For a start, I think the 
team can continue to improve.

“Had the decision been dif-
ferent, I think this would have 
been a really complicated week 
for somebody else to come in 
and take two matches with 
such a quick turnaround.

“But I’ve said to the players 
in the dressing room I love be-
ing a part of this team. They’re 
brilliant to work with.” Another 

key reason for England’s rise 
is the performances of record-
breaking skipper Harry Kane.

Thursday’s penalty in Italy 
saw him become the country’s 
all-time top scorer - a figure he 
extended to 55 by opening the 
scoring against Ukraine, who 
were then hit by a Bukayo Saka 
stunner.

“I know the goals are of 
course important, but I liked 
his all-round performances,” 
Southgate said of captain Kane, 
who missed a key spot-kick in 
the loss to France.

“He was strong with both 
pairs of centre-backs that 
he had to play against and I 
thought that was a really good 
message for the team.

“He was backing into play-
ers, he was aggressive with his 
play and I think that’s impor-
tant for him. He’s got to con-
tinue to do that.

“He’s somebody that I think 
it would be easy for us to get 
drawn into not challenging but 
we’ve got to challenge him as 
well.”

England’s coach Gareth Southgate (left) gives instructions to England’s midfielder Jack Grealish during the UEFA Euro 2024 Group C qualification 
match against Italy in Naples recently. (AFP)

DPA 
LONDON 

GARETH Bale will receive a 
farewell from Wales fans at 
the Euro 2024 qualifier against 
Latvia in Cardiff on Tuesday.

Former captain Bale retired 
from football in January after 
making 111 appearances and 
scoring 41 goals - both records 
for the team - during a remarka-
ble 16-year international career.

The 33-year-old former 
Real Madrid played his final 
game at the World Cup in No-
vember and will arrive in Car-
diff from his Los Angeles home 
before kick-off. There will be a 
pitchside presentation ahead of 
the game with Bale expected to 

say a few words to Wales sup-
porters.

“Gareth Bale will be at the 
Cardiff City Stadium tomorrow 
night,” the Football Association 
of Wales said on their official 
Twitter account on Monday.

“There will be an oppor-
tunity pre-match for The Red 
Wall (Wales fans) to show their 
appreciation to a Cymru leg-
end.” Bale’s return comes with 
sold-out signs ready to go up at 
the Cardiff City Stadium after 
Wales’ opening Euro qualifier, 
a 1-1 draw in Croatia.

Substitute Nathan Broad-
head’s debut goal deep into 
stoppage time has handed the 
team a massive boost ahead of 
taking on Latvia, 133rd in the 

FIFA world rankings and 105 
places below Wales. Manager 
Rob Page said: “We’ve sold 
32,000 tickets and it’s going to 
be an incredible atmosphere.

“Croatia is the reference 
point for us. We went to a great 
team in Croatia and not many 
people get a result there, and 
we did it with a not-full squad.

“It was a tough start going 
away from home and we can 
build on that. But we have to 
earn the right to play and use the 
ball really well and when we get 
chances we need to be ruthless.

“We will need to be patient 
and try and nullify their threat.” 
Wales, again without injured 
pair Ben Davies and Brennan 
Johnson, are expected to be un-

changed from the side that held 
the World Cup semi-finalists in 
Split.

As well as Broadhead, Bir-
mingham midfielder Jordan 
James made his first appear-
ance and there were four other 
uncapped players on the bench.

Fulham’s Luke Harris was 
given Bale’s number 11 jer-
sey and, although the highly-
rated teenager did not get on 
the pitch in Split, Page said 
“Watch this space” when 
asked if there would be more 
debuts on Tuesday.

Skipper Aaron Ramsey, 
Daniel James and Harry Wil-
son were all protected with 
Page withdrawing the trio after 
64 minutes against Croatia.

Bale to receive fan farewell as Wales face Latvia

DPA 
BERLIN 

ROBERTO Martinez hailed 
the experience of Cristiano 
Ronaldo as the 38-year-old 
scored twice in Portugal’s 
6-0 thrashing of Luxem-
bourg.

Ronaldo followed up his 
brace against Liechtenstein 
on Thursday with another on 
Sunday at the Stade de Lux-
embourg as Portugal made 
it two wins from two to start 
their Euro 2024 qualifying 
campaign.

Joao Felix, Bernardo Sil-
va, Otavio and Rafael Leao 
added the other goals, and 
Martinez was quick to praise 
Ronaldo for his contribu-
tions in the Spaniard’s first 
games as head coach.

“Cristiano has incredible 
international experience, 
probably unique as he is the 
only player [in the world] 
with 198 caps,” he said at a 
post-match press confer-
ence. “His experience is very 
important in the dressing 
room.” 

Former Belgium boss 
Martinez also claimed he 
was happier with another 
clean sheet than with his 
team’s attacking display, and 
reserved praise for 19-year-
old centre-back Antonio 
Silva, who replaced Goncalo 

Inacio from the Liechten-
stein win.

“I value the zero goals 
against more than the six 
goals, the penalty and the 
great attacking game we 
played here in Luxembourg,” 
he said. “This game was not 
easy. What was important 
in both games was work and 
consistency.

“It wasn’t just changing 
some of the options. There 
are many options, it was 
more a change due to 
the physical demands. It was 
important to see Goncalo 
Inacio play well in the first 
game [v Liechtenstein], but 
for a young man, three days 
after a game, it was also im-
portant for him to rest.

“It was important to 
see Antonio Silva entering 
a very important position, 
getting on the ball and go-
ing up against Luxembourg’s 
attack.

“It was good to see An-
tonio Silva together with the 
experience of Ruben Dias 
and Danilo Pereira. And Rui 
Patricio was also very good, 
so the team was very strong 
defensively in this game.” 
Portugal top Group J ahead 
of Slovakia by two points, 
with the next round of fix-
tures coming in June when 
the Selecao host Bosnia-
Herzegovina.

Ronaldo experience 
‘very important’ for 
Portugal: Martinez

Portugal’s forward Cristiano Ronaldo (right) shoots and scores  
his team’s fourth goal during the UEFA Euro 2024 Group J  
qualification match against Luxembourg at the Stade de  
Luxembourg, in Luxembourg, on Sunday. (AFP)

FRANKFURT: Bayern Munich winger Serge Gnabry and West Ham 
defender Thilo Kehrer will be in Germany’s starting line-up for the 
friendly match against Belgium on Tuesday. Coach Hansi Flick told 
a news conference on Monday that they will replace midfielder Kai 
Havertz, who is sick, and injured defender Nico Schlotterbeck. “We 
will make little changes,” Flick said. Flick believes Belgium have a 
“different calibre” than Peru, which they defeated on Saturday. 

“In terms of football, they are one of the best teams,” he said 
about Tuesday’s opponents. Ahead of the game, Flick is taking Satur-
day’s Bundesliga table-topper between Bayern and leaders Borussia 
Dortmund into account when choosing who will play, but only to a lim-
ited extent. “We take it into consideration when it ultimately comes 
to sparing players from injuries,” he said. Following the departure of 
Schlotterbeck due to his injury, Emre Can and Marius Wolf are the 
two Dortmund players in the squad, while Joshua Kimmich, Leon 
Goretzka and Gnabry are representing Bayern. “This is not a problem 
for the players, it’s nothing new. We’ll be concerned once a player 
shows signs he is exhausted or at his limit,” Flick stressed. (DPA)

Gnabry and Kehrer to be in Germany’s 
starting line-up against Belgium
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Sports 13Tuesday, March 28, 2023



DPA 
NEW YORK

TOP seed and reigning cham-
pion Carlos Alcaraz dished out 
a bagel as he continued his out-
standing form with a straight-
sets victory over Dusan Lajovic 
to ease into the Miami Open 
fourth round on Sunday.

Alcaraz, who triumphed at 
last week’s Indian Wells Open, 
beat the 76th-ranked Serbian 
6-0, 7-6 (7-5) in one hour and 
32 minutes.

The 19-year-old Spaniard 
hit 26 winners compared to La-
jovic’s eight, while Alcaraz also 
sent down three aces on a 75 
per cent first serve percentage.

Alcaraz won the first frame 
to love in 32 minutes, register-
ing his fourth career bagel at 
ATP Masters 1000 level, equal-
ing the most by a teenager 
alongside Rafael Nadal.

The world number one will 
face 2023 Australian Open 
semi-finalist Tommy Paul 
in the fourth round after the 
American got past 20th seed 
Alejandro Davidovich Fokina 
6-3, 7-5.

Third seed and 2022 Mi-
ami Open finalist Casper Ruud 
blew a first-set lead to lose 3-6, 
6-4, 6-4 to Botic Van De Zand-
schulp.

The Dutchman improved 
his head-to-head record against 
Ruud to 3-1 with his first-ever 
top five win, with the Norwe-
gian left to lament converting 
only two of 15 break points.

Ninth seed Taylor Fritz pro-
gressed into the fourth round 
with a 6-4, 6-4 win over Denis 
Shapovalov, improving his 
head-to-head record against the 
Canadian to 4-5. Fritz commit-
ted only eight unforced errors 
and did not face one break point.

Jannik Sinner maintained 

his excellent hard-court form 
with his 18th win this season 
on the surface, as he defeated 
Grigor Dimitrov 6-3, 6-4 in one 
hour and 28 minutes. The Ital-
ian 10th seed will face Andrey 
Rublev in the next round.

Sixth seed Rublev needed 
less than an hour to get past 
Miomir Kecmanovic 6-1 6-2, 
while compatriot Daniil Med-
vedev advanced via a walkover 
against Alex Molcan due to a 
right hip injury.

Seventh seed Holger Rune 
cruised past Diego Schwartz-
man 6-4, 6-2, while Finland’s 
Emil Ruusuvuori got past Taro 
Daniel 6-3, 7-6 (7-3).

In the woman’s draw, 
Aryna Sabalenka needed just 
68 minutes to dispatch Marie 
Bouzkova 6-1 6-2 in Sunday’s 

third round.
Sabalenka hit 26 winners in 

the victory and now has 250 at 
WTA 1000 level for the season, 
representing one of only two 
female players with more than 
200 in 2023.

The world number two, 
who is the top seed in the tour-
nament after Iga Swiatek’s 
withdrawal, has now won 19 
of her past 21 matches, with 
her only losses in that span to 
Elena Rybakina and Barbora 
Krejcikova.

She will get the chance to 
avenge that loss to Krejcikova 
next after the Czech Republic 
representative knocked out 
hometown star Madison Keys 
7-6 (7-4) 6-3.

Former French Open win-
ner Krejcikova registered her 

10th WTA 1000 level win 
against Keys, becoming only 
the second player to achieve 
that this season.

Former Australian Open 
champion Sofia Kenin fell 6-4 
6-4 to Canada’s Bianca An-
dreescu, who continued her 
strong run after previously 
knocking out seventh seed Ma-
ria Sakkari and 2021 US Open 
champion Emma Raducanu.

In a serve-dominated 
match, 2019 US Open cham-
pion Andreescu sent down sev-
en aces, maintaining 70% first 
serve percentage.

Ninth seed and former 
Olympic gold medallist Belinda 
Bencic was eliminated 7-6 (10-
8) 6-3 by 18th seed Ekaterina 
Alexandrova, who will take on 
Andreescu in the next round.

Alcaraz continues fine form at 
Miami Open, Ruud eliminated

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 
DOHA 

PREMIER Padel is delighted 
to announce that the world’s 
leading female padel athletes 
are to join the international 
tour. Over 110 of the leading 
female players have signed 
for Premier Padel with several 
more expected to join shortly.

The women’s competition 
will take place alongside the 
men’s in the Premier Padel 
calendar, with discussions now 
to begin with local venue pro-
moters to assess which tourna-
ments can immediately accom-
modate the women’s circuit.

Monday’s announcement 
is a historical moment for Pre-
mier Padel – the official global 
padel tour and the only one 
governed by the International 
Padel Federation (FIP) and 
backed by the Professional 
Padel Association (PPA). 

The involvement of female 
athletes, under the leader-
ship of the International Padel 
Players Association (IPPA), 
strengthens Premier Padel in 
every aspect as a platform for 
top-tier competition and the 
trusted tour of all professional 
padel athletes.

Launched by Qatar Sports 
Investments (QSI), FIP and 
the PPA just over a year ago, 
Premier Padel has taken the 
sport to new heights – expand-
ing the number of territories 
where padel is played at the 
very top standard, whilst plac-

ing players at its very heart.
With the opening tour-

nament of the season – the 
Ooredoo Qatar Major Premier 
Padel – completed, attention 
next turns to Rome, with ven-
ues for the women’s players 
to be announced once discus-
sions with promoters are final-
ised.

Luigi Carraro, President of 

the International Padel Fed-
eration (FIP), said: “Today is 
a proud and historic day for 
padel. Since Premier Padel was 
launched only a year ago, we 
have worked hard to have both 
men and women compete on 
this global Tour. With over 110 
female players already signed 
up and many more expected, I 
am delighted with the progress 

we have made as we continue 
to take padel to new heights 
and grow the sport across the 
globe.” 

Nasser Al Khelaïfi, Chair-
man of Premier Padel, said: 
“When we launched Premier 
Padel just over a year ago we 
made the commitment to have 
both men and women players 
play in our tour.

With this historic an-
nouncement, I am very proud 
to say that we have achieved 
our ambition in just over a 
year since the creation of the 
tour. Now we look forward to 
watching our sport continue to 
thrive and grow – this is only 
the start for Premier Padel.” 

The International Padel 
Players Association, said: “Af-
ter conversing for months, the 
majority of the IPPA players 
voted to play Premier Padel in 

2023, giving support this way 
to the circuit. With this com-
mitment we want to strength-
en our sport alongside men’s 
padel. Premier Padel is a fan-
tastic project for padel, spe-
cially women’s padel, as well as 
the international projection of 
our sport.” 

The 2023 Premier Padel 
season will be broadcast live 
around the world in more than 
180 territories on the likes of 
ESPN (South America, Central 
America, Mexico and Carib-
bean), beIN SPORTS (MENA, 
South East Asia, Australia, 
New Zealand, Turkey), Viaplay 
(Sweden, Denmark, Norway, 
Finland, Iceland, Estonia, Lat-
via, Lithuania), SuperSport 
(Sub-Saharan Africa), Canal+ 
(France, Poland, Netherlands 
& other global territories) and 
many more.

Leading female players to join Premier Padel Global Tour

Carlos Alcaraz of Spain (left) shakes hands at the net after his straight sets victory against Dusan Lajovic of 
Serbia in their third round match at the Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens, Florida, on Sunday. Alcaraz 
won 6-0, 7-6 (7-5). (AFP)

ICC

SOUTH Africa have named a 
full-strength 15-member squad 
to face Netherlands in their final 
two ICC Cricket World Cup Su-
per League fixtures.

CWC Super League stand-
ings Only the top eight sides in 
the Super League standings will 
gain a direct entry into the ICC 
Men’s Cricket World Cup 2023.

With 78 points in their 
kitty, the Proteas are currently 
placed ninth on the MRF Tyres 
ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 
Super League standings. Two 
wins against Netherlands (each 
game carries 10 points) in the 
upcoming series, will see them 
overtake West Indies (currently 
at eighth place with 88 points) 
and position them well for direct 
qualification to the mega event 
in India.

Fast bowlers Anrich Nortje 
and Kagiso Rabada are back 
in the squad, after having been 
rested for the recent ODI series 
against West Indies.

White-ball head coach Rob 
Walter believed that this set 
of players could do the job for 

South Africa.
“We have named our strong-

est possible squad for these 
games given the importance of 
these matches in the context 
of qualifying for the ICC Men’s 
Cricket World Cup. We have a 
job to do and I am confident that 
with this group of players we can 
get the job done.” 

Director of Cricket Enoch 
Nkwe added, “Cricket South 
Africa would like to wish Rob 
and his team well for the series 
against Netherlands. The sec-
ond match of the series will be a 
special occasion as it marks the 
annual Pink Day.

“This is an important day 
in the CSA calendar as it al-
lows us to raise awareness and 
funds for an important cause. 
It’s a game that everyone is 
looking forward to.” 
South Africa squad for the ODIs: 
Temba Bavuma (c), Quinton de 
Kock, Bjorn Fortuin, Reeza Hen-
dricks, Marco Jansen , Heinrich 
Klaasen, Sisanda Magala, Aiden 
Markram, David Miller, Lungi Ngi-
di, Anrich Nortje , Wayne Parnell , 
Kagiso Rabada, Tabraiz Shamsi, 
Rassie van der Dussen.

South Africa announce  
squad for all-important  
Super League series

Over 110 top female 
athletes sign to join 
Premier Padel tour 

RORY McIlroy is taking “tonnes of positives” from his performance 
at the WGC Match Play and feels his game is in good shape head-
ing into next month’s Masters. The world number two finished third 
at Austin Country Club on Sunday after winning six out of his seven 
matches. McIlroy suffered disappointment in his semi-final with 
Cameron Young, however, as he lost from two up with three to play as 
the contest went to a play-off. Despite that collapse, and a chance to 
face eventual winner Sam Burns in the final, the Northern Irishman is 
pleased with his form heading into the opening major of the year.

McIlroy positive ahead of Masters

 Quick read

AGENCIES 

BANGLADESH beat Ireland by 
22 runs under the Duckworth-
Lewis-Stern method in a rain-
affected first of three T20 inter-
nationals between the sides.

Rony Talukdar struck a ca-
reer-best 67 from 38 balls as the 
hosts posted 207-5 in 19.2 overs 
before rain ended their innings 
in Chittagong prematurely.

When play resumed, Ire-
land found themselves chasing 
a formidable target of 104 off 
eight overs.

Despite a brave effort, the 
tourists could only manage 81-5.

Gareth Delany top-scored 
for Ireland with an unbeaten 
21 off 14 balls, ably assisted by 
Harry Tector (19) and stand-in 
skipper Paul Stirling (17).

Taskin Ahmed excelled with 
the ball, ending with figures of 
4-16.

Stirling and Mark Adair 
combined for an opening wicket 
partnership of 32, but when 
the latter was bowled by Hasan 
Mahmud for 13, three further 
wickets fell in quick succession 
to leave Ireland 40-4.

Tector and Delany then put 
on 32 for the fifth wicket but the 
chase proved too much.

Earlier, Rony put on 91 runs 
in just seven overs in an open-
ing stand with Liton Das, who 
made 47 off 23 balls, after Stir-
ling elected to bowl first.

Craig Young broke the stand 
when he forced Liton to hole out 
to Stirling at mid-off and Tec-
tor soon had Najmul Hossain 

stumped for 14. 
This game was Bangladesh’s 

first T20I at home against Ire-
land, who have rested regular 
skipper Andrew Balbirnie for 
the three-match series.

Bangladesh won the preced-
ing three-match one-day inter-
national series 2-0. The teams 

will meet for a one-off Test in 
early April.
Scores
Bangladesh 207-5 (19.2 overs): 
Talukdar 67, Das 47; Young 2-45
vs Ireland 81-5 (8 overs): Delany 
21*, Tector 19, Stirling 17; Taskin 
4-16. Bangladesh won by 22 
runs under DLS method. 

B’desh beat Ireland in rain-hit T20I opener

Ireland’s Gareth Delany (2L) shake hands with Bangladesh’s Shakib Al Hasan (3L) at the end of play of their first 
Twenty20 international cricket match at the Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium in Chittagong on Monday. (AFP)

Pakistan scored a consolation 66 runs win over Afghanistan in the third 
and final T20I of their series at the Sharjah Cricket Stadium on Monday. 
Chasing 183 runs for a win and series sweep, Afghanistan were bowled 
out for 116. Pace bowler Ihsanullah and leg spinner Shadab Khan took 
three wickets each for Pakistan. Afghanistan claimed the series 2-1.
Earlier on Sunday, Pakistan’s stand-in skipper and all-rounder Shadab 
Khan had said plenty of positives will come from his side’s series loss to 
Afghanistan and the consistent efforts of experienced absentees Babar 
Azam and Mohammad Rizwan will be appreciated when the star duo 
return to the national setup. “People criticize Babar and Rizwan regard-
less of whether they perform or not. There is always a sword hanging over 
them of strike rate. As a nation, we wanted youngsters to come in interna-
tional cricket, as they were performing in PSL (Pakistan Super League), so 
we thought they would play with a better strike rate,” Shadab was quoted 
by the ICC website  after the match. “But finally, our nation will realise that 
experience matters and our seniors did not get the respect they deserved 
considering their performances. So after this series, they will get a lot 
more respect from media and the nation,” added Shadab. (TNN)

Consolation T20I win for  
Pakistan over Afghanistan
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Indian Experience

In the week leading up to Ramadan, some Indian expatriates narrated to  
Qatar Tribune how they prepared themselves for the holy month

T
HERE’S a range of Dos and 
Don’ts a fasting person needs 
to bear in mind, especially 
those with medical condi-
tions, says Dr Rizwan Ahmad, 

a consultant family physician with 
the government in Qatar. From 
food to sleep hours and monitor-
ing of fundamentals to consulta-
tion with the doctor, precaution is 
highly advisable, he points out. 

Dr Ahmad, who’s worked for 
the UK’s National Health Service 
for more than 10 years, where he 
was a specialist advisor to Care 
Quality Commission and worked 
for NHS, England as a GP apprais-
er, answered Qatar Tribune’s ques-
tions on the key issue of fasting 
and health conditions. Excerpts of 
the edited interview:   

What are the gen-
eral precautions that 

a fasting person 
should adhere to in 
the month of Ram-
adan?

They must plan 
beforehand, espe-
cially if those fast-

ing are suffering 
from chronic 

diseases. The 
suhour should 

comprise a 
b a l a n c e d 

diet – a combination of protein, 
carbohydrates and low fat. Fibre-
rich food is ideal.

Hydrate yourself during the 
non-fasting hours with water, 
avoid sugary drink, avoid exercise 
while fasting especially in the early 
hours of the day.

What are the important 
points to bear in mind for a di-
abetic person during the fast-
ing month?

A person with diabetes should 
take special care of the timing of 
the diet, and the type of diet to eat. 
if they’re taking insulin they should 
consult their physician to under-
stand how to take it and make any 
adjustment/s in oral medication as 
well.

Diabetes patients should be 
aware of the symptoms of hypogly-
cemia i.e. a feeling of uneasiness, 
dizziness, excess sweating, vomit-
ing etc. In such cases they should 
consider breaking the fast.

Here are some of the specific 
suggestions:
 Delay suhour as much as 

possible.
 Avoid sugary drinks as they 

can increase the chance of dehy-
dration.
 Monitor your blood sugar 

regularly.
 Avoid too much of salty food 

as it can lead to dehydration.

Please list out the medical 
conditions that demand spe-
cial attention from a fasting 
person.

Patients suffering from chron-
ic diseases like diabetes, kidney 
or heart conditions, those taking 
medication for epilepsy, and those 
with high cholesterol and high uric 
acid should take special precau-
tions. 

They need to discuss their medi-
cation with their physicians, includ-
ing any medication dose adjustment 
or the type of diet to consume. This 
consultation should be done well in 
advance – before Ramadan.

What are the long-term 
physical benefits of fasting?

Besides the spiritual benefits, 
fasting helps burn the stored fat 
and carbohydrate and hence leads 
to reduced chances of clogging of 
the blood vessel. 

Also, long hours of fasting help 
repair cells in our body, and help to 
adjust our hormone levels.

Any special advice for chil-
dren who fast?

Ramadan could be the best time 
to promote healthy eating – fruits, 
vegetables, grain, meat, fresh fruit 
juice etc. Children should wake up 
for suhour. We should encourage 
children to help prepare iftaar and 
suhour.

Children should drink plenty 
of water in the non-fasting hours. 
They need to be made aware that 
if they’re feeling ill or unwell, they 
can break fast.

Your advice for elderly.
The elderly, especially those 

with chronic diseases, should con-
sult the physician before starting to 
fast. Also, awareness of the symp-
toms of dehydration is quite im-
portant i.e. not passing urine at all, 
mouth getting parched dry, head-
ache, dizziness etc. If they’re not 
feeling well, they should consider 

breaking the fast. 

Spell out the Don’ts for 
those with serious conditions 
who are fasting.

Here’s my list:
 Not consulting the physician 

before the beginning of Ramadan.
 Not taking healthy meal as 

suggested.
 Not aware of the symptoms 

of hypoglycaemia.
 Lack of awareness among 

family members/friends of the pa-
tient’s chronic medical condition.

Should the fast be broken 
with light or heavy food?

The fast should be broken with 
a diet that is a balance of protein, 
carbohydrate, fruits and veg-
etables. Avoid soft drinks, sugary 
drinks or any type of sweets 
– these result in sudden 
increase in blood sugar 
level and then increased 
urination, resulting in 
increased chances of 
dehydration.

Light food with 
low oil content is 
ideal. Avoid large 
meal as it can re-
sult in heart burn 
and indigestion 
symptoms.

Dr Rizwan Ahmad

‘Those with medical conditions must consult doctor before fasting’

A
NOTHER year and another 
month of blessings and spiritual 
renewal. But before the Holy 
Month of Ramadan arrived – in 
the days leading up to it – it was 

time the thoughts were firmly ensconced on 
the preparations for the month-long fasting. 

The ninth month of the Islamic calendar, 
Ramadan is observed by Muslims all across 
the world as a month of fasting (sawm), 
prayer, reflection, charity, kindness and com-
munity. A commemoration of Prophet Mu-
hammad’s (PBUH) first revelation, Ramadan 
is regarded as one of the Five Pillars of Islam.

As they prepared for the blessed month, 
Qatar Tribune caught up with a cross section 
of Indian expatriates to find out how they 
had planned to balance up their work sched-
ules, the way they anticipated the month of 
blessings was going to pan out, and and how 
it’s such a special time in their lives. Excerpts 
of what they shared with us:

 
‘Ramadan in Qatar is indeed very special’
RJ Kabir (Doha Wala Kabir)
Evening Drive presenter at FM 107 (Qa-

tar Media Corporation) 
Preparation for Ramadan has always been 

effortless for me and this time, with the fam-
ily, it feels like the blessings have increased 

manifold. This 
is the first time 
I’ll be spend-
ing Ramadan 
with my family 
in Qatar and I 
hope it will be a 
memorable one.  

Being an RJ 
gives me a lot 
of advantage 
and this time 
around my show 
has been shifted 
to 8pm so I have 
the whole day 
for me in Rama-
dan for prayers 
and Ramadan 

duties.  
The family atmosphere changes every-

thing; when you have your family you pray 
with them, you have iftaar and suhour with 
them; you sit with them and just randomly 
discuss life; trust me it keeps you happy and 
Allah sends blessings. 

Ramadan in Qatar is indeed very special and 
will always be different for us as expatriates.

‘Very much possible to maintain a 
productive work schedule’
Aisha Jamal 
A management graduate who has 

worked in India 
and the Gulf re-
gion. A mother 
to twin girls, 
she’s a home-
maker now

P r e p a r i n g 
for the month-
long fasting was 
about adjusting 
my eating and 
sleep habits in 
the weeks lead-
ing up to the 
holy month of 
Ramadan. This 
entailed gradu-
ally reducing 
my food and drink intake, and shifting my 
bedtime earlier so I could wake up for suhour 
without feeling too tired.

Staying hydrated is also an important as-
pect of preparing for Ramadan, so one had to 
increase the water intake in the days leading 
up to Ramadan and make sure to drink plen-
ty of water during the non-fasting hours. In 
addition to these physical preparations, it’s 
about spending more time in prayer, reading 
the holy Quran, and performing acts of char-
ity and kindness towards others to deepen 
my spiritual practice during the month.

As for managing the work schedule and 
routine, this can be challenging. One ap-
proach I would take is to adjust my work 
hours to accommodate the fasting sched-
ule. For example, I might shift my work day 
earlier or later so that I can break my fast 
and eat dinner at the appropriate time. This 
might involve working shorter hours during 
the fasting period or taking breaks to pray or 
rest as needed.

Another strategy I use to manage my work 
routine during Ramadan is to prioritise my 
tasks and responsibilities. I try to complete 
important or time-sensitive work early in the 
day, when my energy and focus are highest.

With careful planning and communica-
tion, it’s possible to maintain a productive 
work routine during Ramadan.

Family atmosphere does changes during 
this blessed month, through shared meals 
and gatherings during iftar and suhour. 
These meals are a time for family members 
to come together and break their fast, and 
can be an opportunity for bonding and con-
nection.

In addition to shared meals, Ramadan 
can also be a time for enhanced spiritual re-
flection and engagement within families. This 
involves reading the holy Quran, performing 
acts of charity and kindness towards oth-
ers, and attending mosque together. These 
shared activities help to reinforce shared val-

ues and beliefs.
There are many mosques and Islamic 

centers throughout the country where in-
dividuals can attend prayers and engage in 
other spiritual activities. Many of these ven-
ues also offer educational programmes and 
other resources to help individuals deepen 
their understanding of the significance of 
Ramadan.

There are many opportunities for indi-
viduals and families to give back to their 
communities and to help those in need. This 
involves volunteering at a local charity, do-
nating food or other supplies, or participat-
ing in a range of events and activities.

‘It’s about being patient and sincere’
Humaira Shaffique 
Majoring in Computer Engineering at 

Hamad Bin Khalifa University. Her hobbies 
include painting, crochet, playing badmin-
ton and basketball, and social work

Ramadan is not only a month of bless-
ings but is also about being patient and sin-

cere in our wor-
ship. Preparing 
for the holy 
month of Ram-
adan, is like an 
exam, if you 
don’t prepare 
b e f o r e h a n d , 
you cannot 
perform your 
best, which we 
all know deep 
down we have 
the capability 
of doing. Simi-
larly, we need 
to get ready 
mentally and 
physically for 

Ramadan so that when it eventually ar-
rives, we can make the most out of it. Some 
ways that I adopt is to maintain a nutritious 
diet which includes fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles along with dates which promotes brain 
health. Along with this I am writing down 
my dua’s on a paper to help me remember 
at all times what I need to ask for. I am also 
reading the holy Quran with meaning to un-
derstand it even better. 

As for managing the work routine, I be-
lieve much of my schedule might stay the 
same but with very little changes. However, 
I do think I have to very carefully decide the 
most important task for the day since it’s 
natural to feel tired while fasting as the day 
progresses. I also plan to cut any extreme ex-
ercise routines to just walking outside for 15-
20 minutes to continue maintaining a healthy 
lifestyle.

‘Ramadan is special to all of us’
Krishna Kumar
General Manager at Astron Certifica-

tion, founder of Telugu Kala Samithi, and 
former General Secretary at Indian Cul-
tural Centre (ICC). He has published and 
presented papers at the Society of Main-
tenance Reliability Professionals, Florida; 
International Maintenance Conference 
Las Vegas, and Meridium Conference in 
Ronak Virginia. He has also published 
a book titled ‘Approach to Maintenance  
Management’

For centuries, fasting has been practiced 
as part of various religious beliefs across 
the world. All religions advocate fasting in 
one way or the other, which is helpful in the 
long term for the digestive system and good 
health. Fasting, 
thus practiced, 
can be from 
dawn to dusk 
and the fast is 
broken in differ-
ent ways.

I knew 
about Ramadan 
and the fasting 
month while I 
was in India. I 
closely experi-
enced Ramadan 
and its details 
once I came to 
Qatar in 1995. 
Although not 
so judiciously, 
but I too started 
fasting. In respect to the local traditions, we 
refrain from eating or drinking in front of 
those fasting. As a non-Muslim, this is the 
least I should do to show my solidarity with 
fellow Muslim brothers.

During this blessed month, we follow the 
changed workplace timings as per the local 
government regulations. Muslim brothers 
have a change in their daily routines, hence 
the changed work routine and schedules dur-
ing the fasting period. We carry out essential 
activities and reschedule low-priority issues 
to a later date so that business and work rou-
tines are not affected.  

As for the children, their school timings 
change during the holy month. We educate 
and inform our children to support their 
Muslim classmates and schoolmates as they 
are fasting. 

Ramadan is special to all of us. This is 
also the time for shopping daily after break-
ing the fast. We attend iftar parties hosted by 
friends and colleagues. Business houses de-
clare promotional sales during the Ramadan 
period.

A month of blessings  
& spiritual renewal
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The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani on Monday hosted an iftar banquet at Lusail Palace for members of the ruling family and dignitaries on the occasion of the Holy Month of Ramadan. The banquet 
was attended by the Personal Representative of HH the Amir HH Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad Al Thani, HH Sheikh Abdullah bin Khalifa Al Thani, HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa Al Thani, HE Sheikh Jassim bin Khalifa Al 
Thani, Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani, Speaker of the Shura Council HE Hassan bin Abdullah Al Ghanim, and a number of sheikhs. (QNA)

Malabar Gold unveils new 
base for global operations

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MALABAR Gold & Diamonds, the 
sixth largest jewellery retailer glob-
ally with an extensive retail network 
of more than 310 outlets across 10 
countries from India and the GCC to 
the Far East and the USA, has un-
veiled their brand-new global base of 
international operations, the Malabar 
International Hub (M-IH) at Dubai 
Gold Souq in Deira, Dubai. 

M-IH was inaugurated by Abdulla 
bin Touq Al Marri, Cabinet 
member and UAE Minister 
of Economy on March 22, in 
the presence of chairman and 
directors of the group, as well 
as government officials, distin-
guished guests, well-wishers, 
and management team mem-
bers of Malabar Gold & Dia-
monds.

Celebrating its 30th year 
anniversary, the opening of 
M-IH marks a momentous 
landmark for Malabar Gold & 
Diamonds, which began their 
international operations in 
2008 from the UAE. 

The 28,000 sq ft LEED Gold 
Certified hub, which is located in the 
heart of Dubai’s gold district has been 
designed to be the epicentre of the 
brand’s current and future business 
aspirations. Spread across 4 floors, 
it houses all functions, from a global 
centralised supply chain to all enabling 
and supporting functions for existing 
operations in GCC, USA, Singapore, 
Malaysia; and lays the foundation for 
the growth aspirations of the group 
to continue its ambitious expansion 

plans into countries such as the UK, 
Australia, Canada, Turkey, Bangla-
desh, New Zealand and many more.

All supporting and enabling func-
tionalities of the company’s interna-
tional operations, which was previ-
ously decentralised and carried out in 
each country of operation, has now 
been brought under a single roof to 
further streamline the process and 
increase the overall efficiency of the 
company’s management. 

Chairman of Malabar Group, MP 
Ahammed commented, “With the 

establishment of M-IH in Dubai, Ma-
labar Gold & Diamonds has taken one 
step closer to our dream of being the 
biggest jewellery retailer in the world. 
The new facility is all set to be the step-
ping stone of our Vision 2030 goal of 
scaling up our operations to conquer 
new markets and strengthen our pres-
ence in existing markets. As we cele-
brate 30 years of providing exemplary 
jewellery shopping experience to our 
loyal customers across the world, our 
dedication towards quality, perfection 
and service has propelled us to the po-

sition of world’s most trusted jewellery 
retailer. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to express my immense grati-
tude to our stakeholders – customers, 
employees, associates, shareholders, 
and authorities who stood with us 
through thick and thin and contrib-
uted towards propelling the brand to 
new heights.”

Speaking on the occasion, Shamlal 
Ahamed, Managing Director-Interna-
tional operations, Malabar Gold & Di-
amonds said, “The launch of Malabar 
International Hub is indeed a historic 

occasion for Malabar Gold & 
Diamonds.  It is also a moment 
of added pride and joy that this 
inauguration coincided with 
our brand’s 30th anniversary.”

“The state-of-the-art facility 
has been designed considering 
the needs and requirements of 
all the various elements that 
keep our operations afloat, with 
special consideration given to 
the comfort of our employees. 
We earnestly look forward to 
closely working with the UAE 
government and other key 
stakeholders to further our 

reach in the international jewellery 
trade and thereby be a key partner in 
enhancing Dubai’s status as the City 
of Gold”, said Abdul Salam KP, vice 
chairman of Malabar Group.

In strict adherence to Malabar 
Gold & Diamonds’ commitment to-
wards ESG (Environmental, Social 
& Governance) guidelines, various 
environmental and sustainable ini-
tiatives have been incorporated in the 
building’s designs and the facility is in 
the process of getting its LEED GOLD 
certification.

QA sponsors Indian 
cricket giants RCB

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

QATAR Airways (QA) has announced its 
latest partnership with club cricket giants, 
the Royal Challengers Bangalore (RCB), 
becoming the Indian Premier League (IPL) 
team’s Official Front of Jersey Partner.

The Indian Premier 
2023 season will take place 
between March 31 and May 
28, with the Bengaluru-
based cricket team play-
ing their opening match on 
April 2 against the Mumbai 
Indians. In the presence of 
40,000 fans, RCB’s home 
arena, the M  Chinnaswamy 
Stadium, hosted a special 
‘Unboxing Event’ that fea-
tured cricket legends, celeb-
rities, team officials and the 
likes of cricket superstars Vi-
rat Kohli, Faf du Plessis and 
Glen Maxwell. 

Fans watched the RCB 
squad train in an entertaining atmosphere, 
after which the Qatar Airways cabin crew 
greeted the team during a special jersey 
unveiling ceremony.

The airline’s leisure division, Qatar 
Airways Holidays, is exclusively launch-
ing all-inclusive travel packages, allowing 
cricket fans to attend an IPL match at the 
bespoke Qatar Airways hospitality lounge 
at the M Chinnaswamy Stadium. 

In addition, the packages will enable 
fans to partake in exclusive experiences 
such as viewing practice sessions, signed 
memorabilia, player meet and greet, photo 
opportunity with Virat Kholi and more. 

The Ultimate RCB Fan packages in-
clude return flights with Qatar Airways, 
premium hotel options, IPL tickets and 
exciting experiences. To secure packages, 
customers can visit the dedicated link, qa-
tarairways.com/RCB.

Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive 
Akbar Al Baker said, “We embark on a 
new journey with the addition of the Royal 
Challengers Bangalore to our extensive 
sports portfolio. The team has a passion-

ate fanbase and a well-represented list of 
cricket legends that have played for the 
team. Cricket is a global game with a world-
wide audience and is a powerful means of 
uniting people of different backgrounds. 
From start to end, our RCB packages will 
take the fan experience to the next level 
with a seamless journey to witness world-

class cricket and entertainment. 
“Qatar Airways regards India as an 

important market where we operate non-
stop flights from 13 Indian cities. Our op-
erations from India also serve connections 
to 13 cities in North America and 35 cities 
in Europe through our hub - Hamad Inter-
national Airport, which was awarded Skyt-
rax World’s Best Airport award for the past 
two years. We are excited to partner with 
RCB over the next three years in what we 
trust will be a successful alliance.”

Chairman of Royal Challengers Ban-
galore and Chief Commercial Officer of 
Diageo India Prathmesh Mishra said, “We 
are thrilled at the potential of the RCB-
Qatar Airways partnership. The synergies 
between both brands serve as a robust 
platform to build a very strong marketing 
association over the next three years and 
beyond. 

The ‘Unboxing Event’ paved the way for 
several entertainment activities, featuring 
musical performances from various acts, in-
cluding international artist - Jason Derulo, 
who performed live at the stadium. 

AMIR HOSTS IFTAR BANQUET FOR MEMBERS OF RULING FAMILY, DIGNITARIES

Based in Dubai 
Gold Souq, the 

28,000 sq. ft  
facility will be  

the central-
ised hub for the 
group’s global 

operations


