
Saka stars as England stroll past Ukraine 2-0
STATS PERFORM/DPA

LONDON 

BUKAYO Saka was instrumen-
tal and Harry Kane was again 
on target as England strolled to 
a 2-0 win over Ukraine in Euro 
2024 qualifying.

Having become England’s 
all-time leading scorer in the 
2-1 win over Italy in Naples 
on Thursday, Kane broke the 
deadlock in the 37th minute at 
Wembley Stadium on Sunday.

England’s captain converted 
a superb cross from Saka, who 
then put the hosts in complete 
command three minutes later.

A comeback was never on 
the cards after the Arsenal 
star’s long-range effort, with 
England firmly in control of 
Group C with six points from 
two games.  

England had struggled to 
break down Ukraine before Saka 
produced a whipped delivery 
to the far post, where Kane was 
waiting to fire into the bottom-
left corner with aplomb.

After teeing up the first, Saka 

then produced a second out of 
nothing, bending the ball magnif-
icently into the top-right corner.

Ukraine were improved in 
the second half, but did not even 
manage a corner until the 73rd 
minute, illustrating England’s 
comfort in seeing out the victory.

England withdrew Kane 
late on to hand Ivan Toney his 
England debut, and Gareth 
Southgate will surely have sev-
eral opportunities to introduce 
new faces if his side’s qualifying 
campaign continues in this se-
rene fashion.

Toney’s fellow substitute 
Conor Gallagher forced a smart 
stop out of Anatolii Trubin be-
fore Harry Maguire headed 
over and Jack Grealish went 
close, with the only frustration 
for England being a failure to 
add further gloss with a third.

OOREDOO CUP: Al Duhail expecting a tough  
final against Umm Salal, says Nam Tae-hee

TOP favourite Primoz Roglic took overall victory in the Tour of Catalonia on 
Sunday. The Slovenian was six seconds ahead of road world champion 
and final stage winner Remco Evenepoel in Barcelona, adding to his victo-
ry in the Tirreno-Adriatico earlier this month. His successes in both races 
put him in good stead for the Giro d’Italia in May. The three-time Vuelta 
champion is set to skip July’s Tour de France however, with his Jumbo-
Visma team focusing on defending champ Jonas Vingegaard. (DPA)

Slovenian cycling star Roglic wins in Catalonia
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THE Ooredoo Cup 2022-23 fi-
nal against Umm Salal, to be 
played on Tuesday at the Jassim 
Bin Hamad Stadium, won’t be a 
cakewalk for Al Duhail, says the 
Red Knights’ Nam Tae-hee. 

Addressing a pre-match me-
dia conference on Sunday, the 
attacking midfielder of Al Duhail 
stressed that Umm Salal would 
be keen to prove their worth hav-
ing beaten Al Arabi and made the 
final. “The final will not be easy 
though our goal is to win the cup. 
We are expecting a difficult game 
against a motivated team that 
succeeded in proving its worth 
and deserved to reach this stage 
and after beating Al Arabi in the 
semi-final. Their players will also 
be focused on winning the title,” 
he said.

Al Duhil beat a top side Al 
Sadd in the semis and Tae-hee 
stressed that there won’t be 
any let up. We will take to the 
field with the same ambition 

as Umm Salal. We have the de-
termination, seriousness and 
desire to win our first title in 
the season. We will do every-
thing required to win this title 

and make our fans happy, es-
pecially since we succeeded in 
leading our group and in the 
semi-final we beat a fierce com-
petitor in Al Sadd. Now, we are 

a step away from winning the 
cup and that is an important 
incentive for us.

“Our team is progressing 
well. We are now at the top of 

QNB Stars League standings 
and we have also reached the fi-
nal of Qatar Cup 2023. We have 
the Ooredoo Cup final and quar-
ter-finals of HH Amir Cup and 

this indicates that Al Duhail are 
a fierce competitor in all tourna-
ments during the season.

“We expect our fans’ support 
and presence in the final. It will 
greatly boost our morale, so we 
can taste our first title this sea-
son,” the South Korean added.

Umm Salal Al Bakhit says 
Umm Salal eyeing the Cup
Meanwhile, Umm Salal’s Yas-
sin Al Bakhit, who scored the 
match-winner in the dying 
moments his team’s semi-final 
against Al Arabi, said his team 
is now eyeing the title.

“Reaching the final is a big 
and important step. We hope 
to win the title. We are ready to 
face Al Duhail with great spirit 
and morale, and we know fully 
that they are a strong team and 
we respect them very much. We 
can get the title this season in 
view of the great support from 
the club’s management headed 
by His Excellency Sheikh Ab-
dulaziz bin Abdulrahman Al 
Thani,” he said.

Bagnaia completes Portimao MotoGP 
double after Marquez crashes out

STATS PERFORM/DPA

FRANCESCO Bagnaia made it 
a perfect start to the MotoGP 
season by winning the Portu-
guese Grand Prix after Marc 
Marquez crashed out.

Bagnaia was victorious in 
the inaugural MotoGP sprint 
race on Saturday and the reign-
ing champion crossed the line 
first again in Portimao a day 
later.

The Ducati rider started in 
second place behind Marquez, 
but the Spaniard’s race came to 
an early end when he lost con-
trol and collided with Miguel 
Oliveira.

“It was very long race, I’m 
very happy,” Bagnaia said. “We 
started as I wanted, how the 
team wanted.”

Oliveira had taken an early 
lead after starting in fourth 
place on home soil, but Mar-
quez’s mistake left him heading 
for the medical tent for a check-
up after he was sent flying off 
his bike at Turn 3.

It was subsequently con-
firmed six-time world cham-
pion Marquez had suffered a 
fractured first metacarpal bone 
in his right hand.

Italian Bagnaia took over at 
the front on lap two following 
moves on Oliveira and Jorge 
Martin, then went on to com-
plete a double ahead of Maver-
ick Vinales.

Marco Bezzecchi joined 

his compatriot Bagnaia on the 
podium by taking third place, 
with Johann Zarco nipping in 
to take fourth in the closing 
stages ahead of Alex Marquez.

Martin crashed out with 
five laps to go at Turn 2 as Bag-
naia took command and made 
it a dream start to the defence 
of his title. 
Portuguese GP 
Results 
1 Francesco Bagnaia (Ita) Ducati 
41mins 25.401secs
2 Maverick Vinales (Spa) Aprilia 
+0.687secs
3 Marco Bezzecchi (Ita) Ducati 
+2.726
4 Johann Zarco (Fra) Ducati 
+8.060
5 Alex Marquez (Spa) Ducati 
+8.125
6 Brad Binder (Rsa) KTM +8.247
7 Jack Miller (Aus) KTM +8.381
8 Fabio Quartararo (Fra) Yamaha 
+8.543
9 Aleix Espargaro (Spa) Aprilia 
+9.294
10 Alex Rins (Spa) Honda 
+11.591
Overall standings
1 Francesco Bagnaia (Ita) 37pts
2 Maverick Vinales (Spa) 25
3 Marco Bezzecchi (Ita) 16
4 Johann Zarco (Fra) 15
4= Jack Miller (Aus) 15
6 Alex Marquez (Spa) 12
7 Aleix Espargaro (Spa) 11
8 Brad Binder (Rsa) 10
9 Jorge Martin (Spa) 9
10 Fabio Quartararo (Fra) 8.

Ducati Italian rider Francesco Bagnaia celebrates on the podium win-
ning the MotoGP race of the Portuguese Grand Prix at the Algarve Inter-
national Circuit in Portimao on Sunday. (AFP)

Honda Spanish rider Marc Marquez falls after crashing with Aprilia Por-
tuguese rider Miguel Oliveira (out of frame) at the Algarve International 
Circuit in Portimao on Sunday. (AFP)

England’s midfielder Bukayo Saka scores his team’s second goal during the UEFA Euro 2024 Group C qualifi-
cation match against Ukraine at Wembley Stadium in London on Sunday. (AFP)

Deschamps backs Mbappe 
for more records, wary  
of Ireland’s Ferguson

STATS PERFORM/DPA
PARIS 

DIDIER Deschamps expects Ky-
lian Mbappe to continue break-
ing France records but knows 
a Republic of Ireland generation 
inspired by teenage talisman 
Evan Ferguson pose a threat.

Les Bleus thrashed the 
Netherlands 4-0 in their open-
ing Euro 2024 qualifier and 
will be confident of claiming 
another three points in Dublin 
on Monday.

New captain Mbappe hit a 
double against the Dutch, taking 
him to 38 international goals 
and fifth on France’s all-time 
scoring charts - just three shy of 
the great Michel Platini (41).

Mbappe has scored half of 
those in his last 16 outings, as 
many as in his first 51 games, 
Deschamps suggests there is no 
limit for the 24-year-old.

“It’s Kylian, he’s full of am-
bition. When he reaches one, 
he has another to reach,” Des-
champs said at a press confer-
ence. He reached and exceeded 
quite a few very early on. He has 
that in him. He has a driving role 
compared to the whole group.

“He will do everything to 
get there, he will need the oth-
ers, but it’s Kylian.” 

France have won their last 
four qualifying matches, for 
both the World Cup and Euros, 
by an aggregate score of 16-0.

Les Bleus have not man-
aged five qualifying victories 
without conceding since doing 
so between November 1981 
and December 1984, but they 
face an Ireland side buoyed by 
a young prospect of their own.

Ferguson scored on his first 
international start in a 3-2 win 
over Latvia and could become 
the first Ireland player to net 
in consecutive appearances be-
fore turning 19.

The Brighton and Hove Al-
bion striker has been a hot topic 
of discussion, with Deschamps 
acknowledging the danger the 
18-year-old might offer.

“It goes back to [Euro] 
2016. I remember that we were 
trailing 1-0 [in the round of 16 
before winning 2-1] and that it 
was complicated,” Deschamps 
said.

“But there is a new genera-
tion with Ferguson. It is always 
very difficult to compare.” Ire-
land have lost just three of their 
last 30 Euros qualifying games 
(W14 D13) and are unbeaten in 
their last 14 on home soil (W8 
D6), including play-off fixtures.

That strong home form 
is a factor Deschamps 
knows France must deal with.

He continued: “They are a 
technical team. From what I 
have seen, they use less direct 
play and long balls. It will be a 
different game, with the crowd 
pushing as well.

France’s striker Kylian Mbappe speaks with France’s head coach Didier 
Deschamps during a France football team training session at Aviva Sta-
dium in Dublin, Ireland, on Sunday, the eve of their Euro 2024 qualifier 
against Republic of Ireland. (AFP)



DPA 
BERLIN 

JOSELU was in dreamland af-
ter scoring twice on his Spain 
debut to help La Roja beat Nor-
way 3-0 in Malaga on Saturday.

New head coach Luis de la 
Fuente named a somewhat un-
familiar squad ahead of their 
two opening Euro 2024 qualifi-
ers as he began his tenure after 
replacing Luis Enrique.

Joselu’s call-up was long 
overdue in the eyes of many, 
given he had reached double 

figures for LaLiga goals in each 
of the previous three seasons.

He was introduced at La 
Rosaleda in the second half 
with Spain stuttering uncon-
vincingly towards a 1-0 win, 
but he scored twice to put the 
game to bed.

As such, he became the old-
est debutant to score for Spain 
since September 2006, two 
days before his 33rd birthday, 
and he was left in disbelief.

“The truth is that I still 
don’t believe it,” he told TVE. 
“This is everything a player can 

have and in the end, the daily 
work has had its reward.

“I think I would especially 
like to thank my wife and my 
children, and my mother, who 
have come here today.

“The truth is that I am not 
believing it.” Joselu was also 
Spain’s oldest debutant since 
2006, with De la Fuente opting 
to pick a few somewhat unfash-
ionable options who were large-
ly neglected by his predecessor.

The striker subsequently 
paid tribute to De la Fuente for 
giving him the opportunity.

“I thank him for everything, 
being here, trusting me, being 
on the first list,” he said.

“I think I have responded 
more than enough.

“Age doesn’t matter to me 
because I feel like a kid, I feel 
like an 18-year-old kid. I want 
to enjoy this; I want to hug my 
family because today is an in-
credible day.” Joselu may feel 
he has done enough to earn 
a maiden start next time out, 
when Spain are set to face 
Scotland at Hampden Park on 
Tuesday.

Denmark suffer ‘embarrassing’ 
collapse against Kazakhstan

Boufal shines as Morocco stun Brazil with 2-1 win

Kimmich’s veiled Bayern criticism 
overshadows strong Germany restart

DPA 
BERLIN

DENMARK threw away a 2-0 
lead to lose 3-2 in Kazakhstan 
and suffer an early blow in 
Euro 2024 qualifying.

Kasper Hjulmand’s side 
were semi-finalists at the last 
Euros and were handed a rela-
tively kind draw for this quali-
fying campaign, beating Fin-

land 3-1 in Thursday’s opener.
Atalanta sensation Rasmus 

Hojlund scored a hat-trick in 
that game and then grabbed 
another two goals in the first 
half on Sunday, seemingly set-
ting up another routine win.

But Baktiyor Zainutdi-
nov pulled one back from the 
penalty spot with 17 minutes 
to play, and Kazakhstan were 
back level through captain 

Askhat Tagybergen’s spectacu-
lar long-range strike four min-
utes from time.

That was not the end of the 
scoring as substitute Abat Aim-
betov nodded the winner, al-
though he was sent off in stop-
page time.

Denmark will surely still 
back themselves to come 
through the group - particu-
larly if Hojlund maintains his 

remarkable form - but this was 
an unexpected setback.

Captain Simon Kjaer told 
TV2: “It is embarrassing. We 
win and lose together. Today 
we lose together. You cannot be 
2-0 up and lose 2-3.

You cannot. I don’t know 
what it was.   “We must take 
responsibility for the criticism 
that will come. And then we 
must move on.”

DPA 
BERLIN

BRAZIL’S first game under 
interim boss Ramon Menezes 
ended in defeat as Morocco 
claimed a 2-1 win in Tangier.

Menezes is in temporary 
charge after Tite’s reign ended 
in the quarter-finals of last 
year’s World Cup.

And his debut in the Sele-
cao dugout proved a frustrating 
one against the surprise World 
Cup semi-finalists, as Brazil 
saw several chances go begging 
and were ultimately undone 
by Abdelhamid Sabiri’s 79th-
minute winner.

Sofiane Boufal had ini-
tially put Morocco ahead, with 
Casemiro levelling for Brazil 
courtesy of Yassine Bounou’s 
dismal error before Sabiri de-
lighted the home crowd Brazil 

wasted a gilt-edged chance in 
the 13th minute when Rony 
fired over from point-blank 
range and was again frustrated 
as, after Noussair Mazraoui 
fired narrowly wide from the 
edge of the box at the other 
end, Yassine Bounou pulled off 
a remarkable double save.

Having inexplicably passed 
the ball straight to Rony, Bou-
nou denied him and Andrey 
Santos in quick succession, and 
his flushes were spared again 
when he sliced an attempted 
clearance straight to Vinicius 
Junior to lob home, only for the 
Real Madrid man to be denied 
by the offside flag.

That reprieve was made all 
the more important when Bou-
fal tucked into the bottom left 
corner on the turn after linking 
up superbly with Bilal El Khan-
nouss.  A Rodrygo volley drew 

an eye-catching Bounou save 
three minutes after the restart 
but the Morocco keeper was fi-

nally left red-faced in the 67th 
minute when he allowed Ca-
semiro’s tame long-range effort 

to squirm under his body.
Sabiri would not allow 

Bounou’s error to be decisive, 
though, and he lashed a vol-
ley in off the underside of the 
crossbar to seal victory with an 
emphatic finish.

Menezes picked a much-
changed squad for this game 
featuring a host of uncapped 
players, but the mix of inex-
perience and established stars 
like Casemiro and Vinicius did 
not pay off as the Selecao paid 
the price for failing to take their 
chances.

For Morocco, this victory 
was another demonstration of 
the fortitude and international 
pedigree that was on show at 
the World Cup.

Brazil finished the game 
with an xG of 1.42 compared 
to 0.63 for Morocco. The bet-
ter openings consistently fell 
the way of Brazil, but Morocco 
were rewarded for cutting edge 
the Selecao lacked.

Bounou committed one er-
ror leading to a goal and was 
fortunate not to be the cause 
of at least one more for Brazil, 
but he recovered brilliantly to 
atone for his misplaced pass 
in the first half and his hor-
ror show for Brazil’s equaliser 
eventually proved immaterial.

Morocco host Peru on 
Tuesday. Brazil are not in ac-
tion again in this international 
window.

DPA 
MAINZ, GERMANY 

GERMANY easily won their 
first match since their World 
Cup humbling and seem to have 
finally found a striker, but all 
fans were talking about in the 
aftermath was captain Joshua 
Kimmich’s comments on Bay-
ern Munich’s coaching change.

Bayern’s decision to sack 
Julian Nagelsmann and re-
place him with Thomas Tuchel 
dominated the build-up to Ger-
many’s 2-0 friendly win over 
Peru in Mainz on Saturday, 
where 30-year-old Niclas Fül-
lkrug scored twice to make it 
five goals in his first five inter-
nationals.

Kimmich, Germany captain 

with Manuel Neuer injured and 
Thomas Müller rested, hailed 
Füllkrug and the first-half per-
formance of Hansi Flick’s side 
as they start their rebuild for 
Euro 2024 at home.

But when he was asked 
about the tumultuous changes 
at club side Bayern so late in a 
season, he told ZDF: “Of course 
it’s strange.

“At the end of the day that’s 
the way the business is, little 
love, little heart. We have to 
learn to deal with it and also live 
with the decision.” 

His Germany and Bayern 
team-mate Leon Goretzka was 
equally outspoken when dis-
cussing his “shock” at the deci-
sion, making clear that he had 
wanted Nagelsmann to stay, 

with Bayern still in the running 
for a treble.

“It is amazing in this busi-
ness how quickly something like 
that can happen,” he said. 

“We have developed an ex-
tremely close relationship with 
Julian.” Media reports have 
suggested Nagelsmann was 
close to younger players such as 
Kimmich and Goretzka but that 
older stars such as Neuer, 36, 
and Müller, 33, were fed up with 
a 35-year-old barking orders.

Flick said the upheaval at 
his former club had had no real 
impact on his squad and he 
plans just “one or two” rotations 
for Tuesday’s friendly in Co-
logne against Belgium, whom 
he labelled “another calibre” of 
opponents compared to Peru.
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‘Still don’t believe it!’: Joselu basks in unforgettable Spain debut 

Players from Kasakhstan celebrates after winning the UEFA Euro 2024 Group H qualification against Denmark in Astana on Sunday. (AFP)

Morocco’s forward Sofiane Boufal controls the ball during a friendly 
match between against Brazil at the Ibn Batouta Stadium in Tangier  
on Sunday. (AFP)

Spain’s forward Joselu (right) celebrates with Spain’s forward Yeremy 
Pino after scoring a goal during the UEFA Euro 2024 Group A  
qualification match against Norway in Malaga on Saturday. (AFP)

Man City’s Foden to  
miss Liverpool game  

after appendix removed
AGENCIES

LONDON 

MANCHESTER City’s Phil 
Foden will miss Saturday’s 
home Premier League game 
against Liverpool after having 
surgery to remove his appen-
dix, BBC.com reported.

He was ruled out of Eng-
land’s 2-0 win against Ukraine 
in Euro 2024 qualifying on Sun-
day shortly before the game.

The midfielder, 22, had 
surgery in London after a bout 
of acute appendicitis and now 
faces a spell on the sidelines to 
recover. “Phil will now return 
to Manchester to begin reha-
bilitation,” City said.

The club statement added: 
“He will not be fit for this week-
end’s Premier League game 
at home to Liverpool and it is 
unclear at this stage how long 
he will be unavailable for.” The 

Premier League champions 
face a busy period as they com-
pete on three fronts.

City are eight points behind 
Premier League leaders Arse-
nal, with a game in hand.

They have five league 
games in April, including a 
meeting with the Gunners at 
Etihad Stadium on 26 April.

Pep Guardiola’s side also 
face Bayern Munich in the first 
leg of their Champions League 
quarter-final on 11 April, and 
take on Sheffield United in the 
FA Cup semi-finals on 22 April.

While City did not give a 
timeline for Foden’s recovery, 
the National Health Service web-
site says people who have ap-
pendix surgery “should be able 
to return to normal activities in 
a couple of weeks, although you 
may need to avoid more strenu-
ous activities for four to six weeks 
after open surgery”.

England’s midfielder Phil Foden (second left) in Enfield, north London, 
during a training session on Saturday. (AFP)

Koeman after ‘as many goals 
as possible’ against Gibraltar

DPA 
AMSTERDAM

RONALD Koeman is targeting 
“as many goals as possible” in 
Monday’s Euro 2024 qualifier 
against minnows Gibraltar to get 
his side’s heavy loss to France 
out of their system.

The Netherlands were 
thumped 4-0 by Les Bleus on 
Friday in their opening Group B 
match and the first game of Koe-
man’s second spell in charge of 
the national side.

The Oranje have a quick 
turnaround in games as they 
welcome Gibraltar - ranked 
200th in the world - to De Kuip 
three days after such a crushing 
loss, and Koeman is hoping for a 
big victory.

“From the first minute until 
the 97th we must do everything 
to score as many goals as pos-
sible,” he said at Sunday’s pre-
match press conference. “We 
have to keep going.

“We know Gibraltar will de-
fend with a lot of men, but hope-
fully we can get a quick goal. Our 

attacking line-up will be very 
important.” Koeman opted for a 
4-3-3 formation against France 
and, while not ruling out a switch 
to 5-3-2 against certain sides, he 
has faith in the current system.

“The France game was a one-
off,” he said. “I have no doubt for 
a second that we should have 
done things differently in the last 
game.

It will get better; I am con-
vinced of that.

“It will take time before we 
see what we want. This is what 
we have training sessions for.” 
The Netherlands’ loss to France 
was only their second by a four-
goal margin against any oppo-
nent in the past 60 years, the 
other also coming against Les 
Bleus in August 2017.

Ronald Koeman

For Morocco, this victory 
was another demonstration 
of the fortitude and  
international pedigree  
that was on show at  
the World Cup.
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THE TOYOTA GAZOO Rac-
ing (TGR) World Rally Team 
scored a superb victory and 
double podium finish at Rally 
Mexico with Sebastien Ogier 
becoming the undisputed mas-
ter of the gravel event in the 
No. 17 GR YARIS Rally1 Hybrid 
Electric Vehicle after his record 
seventh win.

In the FIA World Rally 
Championship’s first trip to 
the high-altitude stages in the 
mountains above Leon since 
2020, the team performed 
strongly to lock out three of 
the top four positions in a 
thrilling conclusion that also 
saw Elfyn Evans finish third 
in the No. 33 GR YARIS Rally1 
Hybrid Electric Vehicle and 
Kalle Rovanpera fourth in the 
No. 69 GR YARIS Rally1 Hy-
brid Electric Vehicle.

Having led from the first 
stage of Saturday morning, 
Ogier and co-driver Vincent 
Landais came into Sunday’s 
finale with a lead of 35.8 sec-
onds. This cushion allowed 
them to take a safe approach to 
the morning’s stages, which in-
cluded the longest of the week-
end, the 35.63 kilometre-long 
Otates.

Ogier then delivered an in-
credible performance to seal 
the victory with the fastest 
time on the rally-ending Power 
Stage in the No. 17 GR YARIS 

Rally1 Hybrid Electric Vehicle, 
securing a maximum score that 
puts him top of the champion-
ship standings by three points 
despite having contested only 
two of the three events held so 
far.

Akio Toyoda, President 
of Toyota Motor Corporation 

and TGR Team Founder, said, 
“Sebastien, congratulations on 
your latest consecutive win in 
Mexico! Vincent, congratula-
tions on your first victory there! 
This was the first Rally Mexico 
with the GR YARIS Rally1 Hy-
brid Electric Vehicle, and I 
think the crews were able to 

drive with confidence in their 
engines thanks to the Denso 
radiator team’s ‘Rei-kyaku 
Damashii’ – the special name 
for their devotion to cooling, or 
‘Cooling Spirit’. 

“I would like to express my 
appreciation for their strong 
support and partnership with 

us. Elfyn, Scott, congratula-
tions on your first podium of 
the season! The whole team 
will continue ever- better car-
making for you.” 

Over the years, Toyota has 
been participating in many dif-
ferent forms of motorsports, 
 including Formula One, the 
World Endurance Champion-
ship (WEC), and the Nurbur-
gring 24  Hours endurance 
race. Toyota’s participation 
in these events was overseen 
by separate  entities within 
the company until April 2015, 
when Toyota established TGR, 
 to consolidate all of its mot-
orsport’s activities under one 
in-house brand. Representing 

 Toyota’s belief that ‘the roads 
build the people, and the peo-
ple build the cars,’ TGR high-
lights the role of motorsports 
as a fundamental pillar of 
Toyota’s commitment to  mak-
ing ‘ever-better’ cars. Harness-
ing years of experience gained 
under the extreme  conditions 
of various motorsports events, 
TGR aims to forge new  tech-
nologies and solutions that 
bring the freedom, adventure, 
and joy of driving to everyone.

The WRC championship 
resumes with the Croatia Ral-
ly from April 20-23. The first 
pure asphalt round of the sea-
son, the rally will take place in 
the capital city, Zagreb.

GR YARIS Rally1 Hybrid Electric Vehicles claim two podium spots, set stage for promising WRC season ahead

Spectacular victory for Toyota Gazoo Racing at Rally Mexico

Nat Sciver-Brunt helps Mumbai Indians 
beat Delhi Capitals to win WPL title
AGENCIES

MUMBAI Indians were 
crowned champions of the 
inaugural Women’s Premier 
League with a seven-wicket 
win over Delhi Capitals.

England’s Nat Sciver-
Brunt scored 60 not out as 
Mumbai reached their target 
of 132 with three balls to spare.

Needing five from the last 
over, Sciver-Brunt hit the third 
ball for four to seal victory.

Delhi recovered from 79-9, 
with Hayley Matthews taking 
3-5, to eventually post 131-9 
from their 20 overs.

In front of a raucous 
crowd at the Brabourne Sta-
dium in Mumbai, Meg Lan-
ning’s Delhi won the toss and 
chose to bat, but were in early 
trouble at 35-3 as England 
bowler Issy Wong took three 
wickets.

Lanning and Marizanne 
Kapp added 38 for the fourth 
wicket but Delhi unravelled 
in a collapse of six wickets for 
just six runs, slipping from 
73-3 to 79-9.

But an unbroken 10th-
wicket stand of 52 in 24 balls 
between Shikha Pandey and 
Radha Yadav, who both made 
27, steered Delhi out of dan-
ger.

Mumbai stuttered late in 
their chase when captain Har-
manpreet Kaur was run out 
for 37 in the 17th over after a 
crucial partnership of 72 with 
Sciver-Brunt.

But Amelia Kerr’s calm 
14 not out supported Sciver-
Brunt, who hit the winning 
runs with a ramp for four off 
England team-mate Alice 
Capsey.

All-rounder Sciver-Brunt 
was the second-most expen-
sive buy of the WPL behind 
India batter Smriti Mand-
hana, and she made sure to 

justify her price tag with 132 
unbeaten runs across both the 
eliminator and the final.

Dehli were fired up de-
fending their low total, and 
had Mumbai wobbling with 
the two early wickets of open-
ers Matthews and Yastika 
Bhatia.

But Sciver-Brunt absorbed 
all pressure, seeming to block 
out the noise of the vibrant 
crowd, and started cautiously 

with eight from 19 balls.
The run-rate crept up 

gradually but she remained 
calm to be there at the end, 
hitting seven fours in her in-
nings and found valuable sup-
port in Kerr.

With 21 runs needed from 
the final two overs, Kerr hit 
two vital fours in the 19th 
over to ease any Mumbai 
nerves.

It completed a fine day for 

the New Zealand all-rounder 
who also took 2-18, but went 
under the radar among Sciver-
Brunt and Matthews’ remark-
able performances.

The result also added to 
former England captain Char-
lotte Edwards’ reputation as 
a coach, after multiple suc-
cesses with Southern Vipers, 
leading Southern Brave to 
successive Hundred finals and 
taking Sydney Sixers to the fi-

nal of Australia’s Women’s Big 
Bash League.

Scores
Women’s Premier League,  
Mumbai
Delhi Capitals 131-9 (20 overs): 
Lanning 35 (29); Matthews 3-5
Mumbai Indians 134-3 (19.3 
overs): Sciver-Brunt 60* (55); 
Radha 1-24.
Mumbai Indians won by seven 
wickets

Toyota Gazoo Racing Team’s Sebastien Ogier and his co-driver Vincent Landais came into Sunday’s Rally 
Mexico finale with a lead of 35.8 seconds and finished with the fastest time (3h16m09.4s) – ending Power 
Stage in the No. 17 GR YARIS Rally1 Hybrid Electric Vehicle.

Toyota Gazoo Racing Team’s Elfyn Evans & Scott Martin in the No. 33 
GR YARIS Rally1 Hybrid Electric Vehicle finished 3rd in 3h:16m:37.3s.

Mumbai Indians’ players pose with the trophy after winning the 2023 Women’s Premier League (WPL) Twenty20 final match against Delhi Capitals 
at the Brabourne Stadium in Mumbai on Sunday. (AFP)

South Africa smash record chase in first 500-run Twenty20 Intl
ICC.COM 

SOUTH Africa scripted a re-
cord run-chase in T20Is to 
level the series against West 
Indies in Centurion on Sunday.

In total, 517 runs were 
scored, the most in a T20 game, 
including 35 sixes, the most in 
a T20 international and two 
fewer than the most in any T20 
match.

After conceding 258 with 
the ball, South Africa produced 
a stirring run-chase, led by a 

maiden T20I ton from Quinton 
de Kock, to record the highest-
ever run-chase in T20Is.

Racking up 102 in the first 
six overs in the run-chase, the 
highest score by any team in 
the Powerplay in T20Is, de 
Kock and Reeza Hendricks 
kickstarted South Africa’s in-
nings in style.

The opening stand of 152 
came off just 10.5 overs as 
South Africa suddenly turned 
into favourites to win the game.

While the visitors made a 

comeback of sorts by dismiss-
ing Rossouw, Hendricks and 
Miller in fairly quick succes-
sion, skipper Aiden Markram 
continued the carnage to lead 
his side to a memorable win.

The previous record for the 
highest successful run-chase 
in T20Is was held by Bulgaria 
against Serbia in 2022, when 
the former chased down 243 in 
19.4 overs.

 With this, South Africa 
now hold the record for the 
highest successful run-chase in 

both ODIs and T20Is.
Earlier, West Indies, pow-

ered by a record 39-ball ton 
from Johnson Charles, had 
made their highest score in 
T20Is. But it just wasn’t enough 
for a win unfortunately.
Scores
West Indies 258-5 (20 overs): 
Charles 118 (46 balls), Mayers 51 
(27), Shepherd 41 (18) 
South Africa 259-4 (18.5 overs): 
De Kock 100 (44), R Hendricks 
68 (28)
South Africa won by six wickets.

South Africa’s Quinton de Kock (left) is congratulated by South Africa’s 
Reeza Hendricks (right) after scoring a century during the second T20 
international against West Indies at Centurion on Sunday. (AFP)

Rybakina extends 
winning streak to  

10, Potapova  
upsets Gauff

STATS PERFORM/DPA
NEW YORK 

LAST week’s Indian Wells 
Open champion Elena Rybaki-
na has extended her winning 
streak to 10 matches after de-
feating Paula Badosa 3-6, 7-5, 
6-3 in Saturday’s Miami Open 
third round.

Kazakhstan’s Rybakina, who 
is also the reigning Wimbledon 
Champion and Australian Open 
finalist, got the better of Badosa 
for the second time during her 
current run, also eliminating her 
from Indian Wells.  

The 23-year-old has to be 
considered one of the favour-
ites to go all the way, having 
knocked off world number one 
Iga Swiatek and world number 
two Aryna Sabalenka to lift the 
trophy in California.

Rybakina will meet Bel-
gium’s Elise Mertens in the 
fourth round after she beat 
Croatia’s Petra Martic 6-4, 6-3.

Meanwhile, the biggest up-
set of the day was delivered by 
Russia’s Anastasia Potapova, 
bouncing sixth seed Coco Gauff 
6-7 (8-10), 7-5, 6-2.

Potapova, who has never 
won a tournament above the 
WTA 250 level, will face Chi-
na’s Zheng Qinwen for a spot 
in the quarter-finals after her 
three-hour 5-7, 7-6 (7-5), 6-3 
triumph over Liudmila Sam-
sonova.

Latvia’s Jelena Ostapenko, 
the 24th seed, eliminated Bra-
zilian 13th seed Beatriz Haddad 
Maia 6-2, 4-6, 6-3, while 20th 
seed Magda Linette of Poland 
knocked out Belarusian 14th 
seed Victoria Azarenka 7-6, (7-
3), 2-6, 6-4.

Unseeded American Clare 
Liu went down 4-6, 7-5, 6-4 
against Italy’s Martina Tre-
visan, but third seed Jessica 
Pegula will continue to fly the 
flag for the United States after 
advancing 6-1, 7-6 (7-0) in her 
all-American showdown with 
Danielle Collins.


