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QATAR KICKS OFF 2023 WITH  
RECORD INTERNATIONAL ARRIVALS

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MAINTAINING its momentum 
from last year’s global tourna-
ment, Qatar welcomed a total 
of 730,000 visitors in January 
and February 2023, marking 
an increase of 347 percent from 
the previous year. 

The start of the year saw 
340,000 international visitors 
in January 2023, a 295 per-
cent increase year-on-year, and 
389,000 visitors in February 
2023, a staggering 406 percent 
increase from the same period 
last year.

The month of February 
marked the highest number of 
international arrivals to Qatar 
in the past 10 years, with the 
exception of the months of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
making it the busiest month for 
tourism in the country.

Having firmly established 

itself as a leading tourism des-
tination with its high safety 
record, seamless public trans-
port, pristine beaches and cul-
tural sites, tourists from around 
the world continue to head to 
Qatar to experience the coun-
try’s unique blend of authentic-
ity and modernity. The start of 

the year will have also seen visi-
tors arriving to the peninsula to 
enjoy the line-up of festivities 
offered as part of Qatar Tour-
ism’s “Feel Winter in Qatar” 
campaign, including perfor-
mances by celebrated regional 
and international artists, the 
Doha Jewellery and Watches 

Exhibition and other family-
friendly events.  

Doha, the Arab Tourism 
Capital of the year, also hosted 
numerous world-class sporting 
events in the first two months of 
the year, including the Visit Qa-
tar GKA Freestyle Kite World 
Cup 2023, Qatar TotalEnergies 
Open, and Qatar ExxonMobil 
Open, helping to promote the 
destination even further.

Berthold Trenkel, Chief Op-
erating Officer at Qatar Tour-
ism, said: “We are excited to 
see the progress we have made 
towards achieving our 2030 
strategy, which aims to wel-
come 6-7 million visitors an-
nually, increase employment 
in the sector and have tourism 
account for 12% of the coun-
try’s GDP. Our performance 
highlights Qatar’s growing 
reputation as a world-class 
destination for travellers seek-
ing unique experiences and is a 
testament to the success of our 
‘Feel Winter in Qatar’ campaign 
and ‘Feel More’ brand platform 
which has resonated with fami-
lies worldwide.”

QNA
DOHA

QATAR has condemned in the 
strongest terms the Israeli oc-
cupation authorities’ approval 
of a law allowing the return to 
four settlements in the West 
Bank, and stressed that it’s a 
flagrant violation of the UN 
Charter, the principles of in-
ternational law, relevant UN 
resolutions, as well as a blatant 
violation of the rights of the 
Palestinian people.

In a statement on Sunday, 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
expressed Qatar’s deep concern 
over the policy of fait accompli 
pursued by the Israeli occupa-
tion forces for years, which 
aims to strip Palestinian rights 
guaranteed by international 
law, and undermines interna-
tional efforts to implement the 
two-state solution.

The ministry also called on 
the international community 
to shoulder its responsibilities 
to oblige Israel to stop its set-
tlement policy in the occupied 
Palestinian territories.

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs reiterated Qatar’s firm 
stance on the just Palestinian 
cause, the legitimate rights of 
the brotherly Palestinian peo-
ple, and the establishment of 
their independent state on the 
1967 borders, with East Jerusa-
lem as its capital.

Qatar condemns 
Israel’s approval  
of law allowing 
resettlement  
in evacuated 
outposts

Timetable for CMC  
elections unveiled

QNA
DOHA

THE Supervisory Committee 
of the Central Municipal Coun-
cil elections has announced a 
timetable for the 7th Central 
Municipal Council elections.

According to the timetable, 
applications for voter registra-
tion will be received from April 
30 to May 4, and the prelimi-
nary lists of voters will be an-
nounced on May 7. The process 
of receiving applications for ap-
peals and grievances will begin 
from May 7 to 11.

It was also decided that the 
stage of adjudication of appeals 
and grievances in the voter lists 
will take place from May 8 to 

18, followed by the announce-
ment of the final list on May 21.

The committee set the stage 

for receiving nomination appli-
cations from May 21 to 25 and 
the announcement of the initial 
lists of candidates will be on 
May 28, 2023.

The stage of receiving ap-
peals and grievances against 
the candidates’ lists begins on 
the same day and continues 
until June 5.

The process of adjudicating 
appeals will begin from May 29 
to June 8, followed by the an-
nouncement of the final lists of 
candidates on June 11.

The electoral campaign 
starts on the same day and 
continues until the stage of 
electoral silence that precedes 
the polling day, which will be 
determined by an Amiri decree.

Qatar Chamber forms committee  
for gold and jewellery sector

QATAR Chamber has es-
tablished a committee 
for gold and jewellery 

to address obstacles fac-
ing this sector and work to 
develop it given its economic 
importance.  

QC board member and 
Chairman of the Committee 
Naser bin Suleiman Al Haider 
thanked QC Chairman Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani 
and board of directors for 
the approval of the establish-
ment of the committee. 

He said it aims to 
strengthen coordination 
with concerned bodies to 
resolve any obstacles facing 
gold companies and work to 
develop this essential sector 

in the next five years.
The committee agreed to 

prepare an electronic form in 
Arabic and English languages 
to be sent to all members, 
gold firms and other related 
companies to learn about the 

obstacles facing this sector. 
It also agreed that the gold 
sector shall be divided into 
three subsectors: the gold 
trade, the jewellery trade and 
the gold and jewelry facto-
ries. (QNA) PAGE 8 

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Consumer Protection 
and Combating Commercial 
Fraud Department at the 
Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry has issued Circu-
lar No (1) of 2023 to specify 
the obligations of car pro-
viders to consumers when 
buying or reserving cars by 
preparing a form for a “de-
livery date document” that 
includes mandatory data in 
accordance with the provi-
sions of the law.

This circular comes 
in line with the ministry’s 
keenness to protect con-
sumers’ rights when buying 
or reserving new or used 
cars.

The Ministry referred 
to Law No (8) of 2008, re-
garding the protection of 
consumers, and the fol-
lowing amendments which 
clarified the obligations of 
the providers in line with 
the protection of consum-
ers’ rights, and also Article 
(8) related to the rights of 
consumers to obtain ad-
ditional information as per 
the executive regulations of 

this law, which stipulated 
in Article (4) the nature of 
data that should be availa-
ble in the document issued 
by the providers, and there-
fore the following has been 
decided:

First: the preparation of 
a form to reserve a vehicle, 
which includes the follow-
ing: 
 Name and address of 

the provider, and the date of 
the invoice
 Type of vehicle or ser-

vice, plus a basic description
 Sale unit
 Number of units sold
 Unit condition (if 

used)
 Price of the good or 

service in Qatari Riyal
 Delivery date
 Signature/seal of the 

provider or his/her legal 
representative
 Serial number of the 

good and its components
The form is filled once 

the provider is certain about 
the availability of the vehicle 
requested by the consumer, 
and once the date of delivery 
and payment are specified.

MoCI issues circular  
specifying fresh 

obligations for car 
reservations

Ooredoo Kuwait gets QR510 mn  
as per Kuwaiti court ruling

OOREDOO 
Group on 
Sunday an-

nounced that the 
Council Chamber of 
the Court of Cassa-
tion in the State of 
Kuwait issued a de-
cision rejecting the 
appeal and obliging 
the appellants to 
pay an amount of 
KD43.817 million 
(roughly QR510 
million), in favor of 
Ooredoo Kuwait. 
A statement by the company, posted on the Qatar Stock Exchange (QSE) 
website, stated that the ruling concerns the issue of the range of numbers 
in Case No. 859/2020. (QNA) PAGE 8

Qatar welcomes over 
730K visitors in Jan  
& Feb, marking  
347% increase

Service villa owners must adhere 
to licensed activities, says MoCI
THE Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry (MoCI) has stressed 
that it is necessary for owners 
of commercially licensed service 
villas to adhere to the authorized 
commercial activities and the 
needed requirements to avoid 
legal accountability. In a circular 
regarding regulating the work 
practiced in commercially licensed 

service villas, the MoCI said that 
the service license is issued for 
the villa as whole, not a part of 
it, emphasizing the importance 
of adherence to the scope of the 
license and non-operation outside 
the villa. The service villa should 
not connected to the residence 
neither should the residence be a 
part of it. (QNA) PAGE 2
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Amir sends 
greetings to 
president of 
Bangladesh
THE Amir His Highness 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani sent on Sunday a 
cable of congratulations to 
President of Bangladesh 
Mohammed Shahabuddin 
on his country’s Independ-
ence Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir 
congratulates 
president of 
Bangladesh 
THE Deputy Amir His High-
ness Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Hamad Al Thani sent on 
Sunday a cable of con-
gratulations to President 
of Bangladesh Mohammed 
Shahabuddin on his coun-
try’s Independence Day. 
(QNA)

PM congratulates 
Bangladeshi 
counterpart
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrah-
man bin Jassim Al Thani 
sent on Sunday a cable of 
congratulations to Prime 
Minister of Bangladesh 
Sheikh Hasina Wazed on 
her country’s Independence 
Day. (QNA)

Quick read MoPH, HBKU’s CPP ink pact 
to study risk to workers due 
to communicable diseases

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) and the Programme of 
Social Policy and Programme 
Evaluation (PROSPER) at 
Hamad Bin Khalifa Univer-
sity’s (HBKU) College of Public 
Policy (CPP) signed a collabo-
ration agreement to conduct 
a research project titled ‘Risk 
Assessment of Communicable 
Diseases among Workers in 
Qatar’.

The scope of the project 
includes a comprehensive as-
sessment of the prevalence and 
risk factors for communicable 
diseases among workers in Qa-

tar as well as an analysis of the 
social, psychological and eco-
nomic impacts of communica-
ble diseases on this population. 

The project is expected to 
take approximately three years 
to complete.

The overall goal of the part-
nership is to develop effective 
science-based interventions 
and policies to control commu-
nicable diseases among work-
ers living in the country.  

“This project demonstrates 
our commitment towards sup-
porting the health and wellbe-
ing of Qatar’s citizens and resi-
dents. By collaborating with 

HBKU’s CPP, we aim to craft 
effective public health policy 
founded on robust research,” 
said Sheikh Dr Mohammed 
Hamad J. Al Thani  director of 
Public Health Department at 
the Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH).

“This collaborative pro-
ject is a significant milestone 
towards identifying and miti-
gating the health risks facing 
workers in Qatar. It also signi-
fies a considerable stride in fos-
tering collaboration between 
the public sector and the Col-
lege of Public Policy and is it-
self poised to contribute to the 
development of effective health 
policies and strategies aimed 

at preventing and controlling 
communicable diseases among 
workers,” said Dr Anis Ben 
Brik, lead principal investiga-
tor on the project and associate 
professor and founding direc-
tor of PROSPER at HBKU.

“HBKU’s CPP reflects the 
university’s priority to contrib-
ute to effective policy develop-
ment in Qatar. The College re-
cruits renowned public policy 
experts into its faculty, builds re-
search capacity and educates fu-
ture leaders to engage with their 
communities, acting as a bridge 
for policy innovations that posi-
tively contribute to global public 
good,” added Ben Brik.

Qatar Charity implements Iftar project 
for earthquake victims in Turkiye

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE office of Qatar Charity 
(QC) in Gaziantep has started, 
since the first day of Ramadan, 
to distribute nearly 120,000 
Iftar meals to those affected by 
the earthquake and the floods. 

The focus was placed on the 
people who lost their homes 
and moved to live in tents and 
shelters, like Syrian refugees, 
orphans sponsored by Qatar 
Charity and needy families.

The project was launched 
in the presence of Abdulaziz 
Jassim Hejji, director of the 
International Programmes and 
Development Department at 
Qatar Charity, in cooperation 
with municipalities and local 
authorities operating in the af-
fected areas.

In the most affected cit-
ies like Hatay, Kahraman 
Maraash, Adıyaman, Qatar 
Charity, in cooperation with 
the Municipality of Uskudar, 
continues to distribute Iftar 
meals daily - 1,500 meals in 
Hatay, 750 meals in Kahra-
man Maraash, and 750 meals 
in Adıyaman - throughout the 
Holy Month of Ramadan.

The beneficiaries of the 
project, municipalities and 
concerned authorities in the af-

fected regions expressed their 
gratitude to the philanthropists 
for supporting the project and 
to Qatar Charity for imple-
menting it. 

“We came from all Turkish 
cities to respond to the excep-
tional disaster in Hatay, the 
most affected city by the earth-
quake,” said Helmi Türkmen, 
mayor of the Municipality of 
Uskudar, at the launch of the 
project. “We work with the sup-
port of our friends from inside 
and outside Turkiye, including 
our brothers in Qatar.”

In Gaziantep, Qatar Char-
ity, in cooperation with the 
Municipality of Shahinbey, dis-
tributes 1,500 Iftar meals to the 
affected people daily.

A delegation from Qatar 
Charity, in the presence of 
Abdulaziz Jassim Hejji, par-
ticipated in a collective Iftar 
programme organised by the 
Municipality of Shahinbey.

“The responsibility for the 
families of the martyrs who 
lost their breadwinners in the 
earthquake rest on our shoul-
der, and we hope that, in the 
blessed month of Ramadan, 
their situation will improve 
for the better,” said Mehmet 
Tahmazoğlu, mayor of the Mu-
nicipality of Shahinbey. 

“I welcome our partners 

from Qatar Charity, with whom 
we work to meet the needs of 
the affected and implement 
various projects to support 
them,” added the mayor. 

On his part, Hejji said, “The 
implementation of Ramadan 
projects will enhance social 
bonds, cooperation and soli-
darity between individuals and 
different communities, and can 
encourage individuals to con-
tribute to other projects and 
work together to improve their 
lives and the lives of local com-
munities in general, and create 
a positive multiplier impact, 
especially in the holy month.”

He noted that ‘Charity 
Kitchen’, which prepares Iftar 
meals, is a qualitative and in-
tegrated project that serves all 
sections of the community. 

“Our participation in the 
collective Iftar programme 

had a positive impact on the 
families affected by the earth-
quake,” he said. 

Qatar Charity, in coopera-
tion with the municipality of 
Shanliurfa, distributes 1,500 
Iftar meals per day, and it also 
distributes 500 meals in Kilis,

Ibrahim Karatume, head 
of the Migration and Integra-
tion Services Department in 
the Şanlıurfa Metropolitan 
Municipality, said: “The dis-
tribution of carefully prepared 
Iftar meals enhances social  
solidarity in the month of com-
passion. Qatar Charity dem-
onstrates the generosity of 
the Qatari people, as we have 
close relations with our friends 
working here through its office 
in Turkiye.”

He thanked the benefac-
tors of Qatar for supporting the  
project.
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MoCI: Service villa 
owners should adhere 
to authorised activities

QNA
DOHA

OWNERS of commercially li-
censed service villas should 
adhere to the authorised com-
mercial activities and the need-
ed requirements to avoid legal 
accountability, said the Minis-
try of Commerce and Industry 
(MoCI) in a circular.

In a circular on regulating 
the work practised in com-
mercially licensed service vil-
las, the MoCI said that the 
service licence is issued for the 
villa as a whole, and not a part 
of it, stressing the importance 

of adherence to the scope of 
the licence and non-operation 
outside the villa. The service 
villa should neither be con-
nected to the residence, nor 
the residence be a part of it.

The ministry said that it 
is necessary to adhere to the 
type of activity registered in 
the commercial licence issued 
for the villa, which must also 
comply with the activities stip-
ulated in the ministerial deci-
sion regulating the matter, in 
addition to adherence to safety, 
security and civil defence con-
ditions as required by the com-
petent authorities.

 
This project demonstrates 
our commitment towards 
supporting the health and 
wellbeing of Qatar’s citizens 
and residents. By 
collaborating with HBKU’s 
CPP, we aim to craft effective 
public health policy founded 
on robust research
Sheikh Dr Mohammed Hamad 
J. Al Thani, director of Public 
Health Department at the 
Ministry of Public Health

 
HBKU’s CPP reflects the 
university’s priority to 
contribute to effective policy 
development in Qatar. The 
college recruits renowned 
public policy experts into its 
faculty, builds research 
capacity and educates future 
leaders to engage with their 
communities
Dr Anis Ben Brik, associate 
professor and lead principal 
investigator on the project 

MoCI recalls 
2019-22 Audi 
A6, A7, S7 and 
RS7 models

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI), in co-
operation with Q-Auto, Qa-
tar’s Audi dealership, has an-
nounced the recall of Audi A6, 
A7, S7 and RS7 models of 2019-
2022, due to incorrect fuel lev-
el indication which may lead to 
possible shutting down of the 
vehicle’s engine while driving.

The ministry said the recall 
campaign comes within the 
framework of its ongoing efforts 
to protect consumers and en-
sure that car dealers follow up 
on vehicle defects and repairs.

The ministry said it would 
coordinate with the dealer to 
follow up on the maintenance 
and repair works and commu-
nicate with customers to en-
sure that the necessary repairs 
are carried out. 

The ministry has urged all 
customers to report any viola-
tions to its Consumer Protection 
and Anti-Commercial Fraud 
Department, which processes 
complaints, inquiries and sug-
gestions through the following 
channels:  Call Centre: 16001; 
Email: info@moci.gov.qa; the 
ministry’s social media ac-
counts:  Twitter @MOCIQA-
TAR, Instagram MOCIQATAR; 
the ministry’s mobile applica-
tion: MOCI_QATAR.



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

IN celebration of the Holy 
Month of Ramadan, The Chedi 
Katara Hotel & Resort launched 
its first Ramadan tent, Alf Leila 
Wa Leila (1001 Nights) spon-
sored by Doha Bank as Plati-
num Sponsor and Ooredoo as 
Official Telecom Partner. 

With designs inspired by 
the rich heritage and the au-
thenticity of the present, Alf 
Leila Wa Leila presents the fin-
est Iftar and Suhour experienc-
es during the month of Rama-
dan and welcomes guests in 
its warm, hospitable ambience 
that truly captures the spirit of 
the holy month. 

The Chedi Katara is hon-
oured to announce sponsor-
ship for its Ramadan Tent by 
Doha Bank as Platinum Spon-
sor and Ooredoo as Official Tel-
ecom Partner. 

As three entities share the 
same values, have their cus-
tomers in the heart of what 
they deliver, with the support 
of the sponsors and the dedica-
tion of the hotel’s team, Alf Lei-
la Wa Leila Ramadan Tent will 
offer all residents of Qatar and 
international travellers memo-
rable, unique and curated ex-
periences and a taste of the true 
Arabian hospitality.

“We thank our sponsors 
for their trust and partnership. 
We treasure their continued 
support and we are looking 
forward to many more years 
of cooperation and collabora-
tion,” said Mohamed Mansour, 
acting general manager, The 
Chedi Katara Hotel & Resort.

Commenting on the oc-
casion, Al Anoud Khalid Al 
Attiyah, section head of Pub-
lic Relations at Doha Bank, 
said: “This sponsorship is a 
continuation of Doha Bank’s 
endurance on improving its 

customer’s relations in Rama-
dan special times. Guests and 
customers of Doha Bank and 
Chedi Hotel can experience the 
true Arabian Hospitality.”

Sabah Rabia Al Kuwari, 
director PR at Ooredoo, said: 
“We have a firm commitment 
to supporting our community, 
as part of our corporate social 
responsibility strategy. We 
are delighted to support The 
Chedi Katara Hotel & Resort 
with this initiative, and hope 
visitors to the Ramadan Tent 
enjoy a memorable Iftar or 
Suhour experience with fam-
ily and loved ones in the tra-
ditional Ramadan spirit of to-
getherness.”

The name ‘Alf Leila Wa Lei-
la – 1001 Nights’ is inspired by 
the world-famous collection of 
tales also known as The Arabian 
Nights. The Ramadan Tent will 
transport the guests to a faraway 
land with rich textures, sump-
tuous food and beverage, and a 
bounty of colour and opulence. 

The hotel building inspired 
by the mogul and ottoman em-
pires serves as the perfect back-
drop.

“We invite our guests to 
spend their evenings in the 
magic of Middle Eastern folk 
tales and stories as they enjoy 
a bespoke gastronomic journey 
with the mesmerising views the 
Arabian Gulf and Doha sky-

line. Between traditional and 
modern touches with a mould 
of luxury and sophistication, 
guests will enjoy a lavish buffet 
spread from oriental Arabic se-
lections to international tastes 
and a delectable selection of 
international and Arabic des-
serts,” added Mansour.

For guests looking to cele-
brate the Holy Month of Rama-
dan in style, they are invited to 
experience a luxurious stay at 
The Chedi Katara Hotel & Re-
sort, including buffet Iftar at 
‘Alf Leila Wa Leila’ Ramadan 
Tent. It is a journey worth tell-
ing during this holy month and 
a Ramadan to remember.

The Chedi Katara delivers 
one-of-a-kind experience that 
truly reflects GHM’s core val-
ues enriched by local heritage 
which create the backdrop for 
guests to live their most unfor-
gettable memories. 

For Iftar and Suhour book-
ings, guests can get in touch 
via phone by calling +974 4144 
7770, WhatsApp +974 7082 
0846 as well as through email 
dining@chedikatara.com

For rooms and villas reser-
vations, call +974 4144 7755 or 
email reservations@chedika-
tara.com

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AS part of its mission to pro-
vide opportunities to develop 
scientific research skills for 
young researchers from Qatar 
and the world, and to enrich 
their careers, the Qatar Uni-
versity (QU) Young Scientists 
Centre (YSC) organised the 
Fifth Youth Research Forum 
2023. 

The forum aimed to de-
velop a culture of scientific 
research among young people 
and confirm their role in lead-
ing change and creating op-
portunities for development 
and progress through scientific 
research and innovation. This 
would be achieved by link-
ing research to the needs of 
society, and emphasising the 
synergy of science and the in-
tegration of human knowledge 
in order to increase the ability 
of societies to sustain develop-
ment opportunities.

Researchers from several 
countries presented their con-
tributions in the form of re-

search papers and scientific 
posters at the Fifth Youth Re-
search Forum 2023, that will 
be evaluated by a committee 
comprising experts from QU 
and the Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education. 

The centre has received ap-
proximately 280 research ab-

stracts since June 2022. Out of 
them, only 186 were accepted, 
and 36 were nominated to pre-
sent in the forum from 16 dif-
ferent countries. This cycle of 
the Youth Research Forum was 
distinguished by the diversity 
of research to expand the areas 
of participation. 

The themes were as follows: 
•	 The quality of higher educa-

tion as one of the sustainable 
development goals and a 
way to consolidate its con-
cepts. 

•	 The theme of legal legisla-
tion aimed at consolidating 
the concepts of sustainable 

development and achieving 
its goals.

•	 The scientific research theme 
as a means to consolidate 
concepts and achieve the sus-
tainable development goals.
Prof Mariam Al-Maadeed, 

vice president for Research 
and Graduate Studies, com-
mented, “Higher education 
institutions have the most 
important and largest role 
in leading development and 
the movement of scientific 
research and development. 
Being one of the highest ed-
ucational institutions with 
capabilities and resources, 
Qatar University supports all 
initiatives that contribute ef-
fectively to achieving strat-
egies that put Qatar at the 
forefront of countries in many 
aspects.” 

She added, “The Youth Re-
search Forum highlights Qatar 
University as a pioneer in the 
field of research and encour-
ages young people to keep 
pace with world trends in re-
search, and to create effective 
solutions to major challenges.”

Prof Noora Al-Thani, direc-
tor of QU’s Young Scientists 
Centre, said, “The centre al-
ways seeks to provide opportu-
nities and support for students 
from all over the world to share 
their research and findings 
with experts and researchers 
at Qatar University. This is 
of great benefit to them as it 
provides experience, develops 
skills, and expands creativity.” 

She added, “Through the 
forum, we aim to encourage 
young people to research, in-
novate and compete. I am al-
ways proud of our students’ ac-
cess to local and international 
platforms and their partici-
pation in many research and 
innovation conferences and 
exhibitions. I hope that stu-
dents will continue to achieve 
excellence and success in their 
scientific and practical career.” 

Finally, she thanked the 
Qatar National Commission 
for Education, Culture and 
Science, the partner and sup-
porter of the Fifth Youth Re-
search Forum, and all other 
sponsors.

The Chedi Katara Hotel & Resort launches 
its first Ramadan tent Alf Leila Wa Leila 

QU Young Scientists Centre winds up
its Fifth Youth Research Forum 2023

Hilton Doha The Pearl invites guests to explore its new Ramadan Souq concept
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

HILTON Doha The Pearl has 
invited guests to experience the 
Holy Month of Ramadan and ex-
plore for the first time at the hotel 
a new traditional concept under 
the name of ‘Ramadan Souq’.

Guests can indulge in Iftar or 
Suhour buffets in an outdoor set-
ting by the pool, as they dine un-
der the stars and experience the 
light and warmth of Hilton hos-
pitality. The Ramadan Souq fea-
tures traditional Ramadan tents 
and Majlis as well as a buffet 
which will be changing its menu 
on a weekly basis. Guests will be 
entertained with live instrumen-
tal music as they dine for QR240 
for Iftar or Suhour.

As for room packages, the 
exclusive packages for Rama-
dan will start at QR12,000 per 
month for one-bedroom suite. 
For those who wish to book for 

shorter days, the daily rates start 
at QR759 per night with Suhour 
and QR879 for one night inclu-
sive of Iftar and Suhour. 

Rooms at Hilton Doha The 
Pearl feature balconies with pan-
oramic views and fully equipped 
kitchens, to add more value to 
the stay. Guests can also take ad-
vantage of 50 percent off on all 
spa treatments at the eforea Spa 
if they book a stay at any of the 
hotel’s available rooms.

“This year, we are looking 
to offer our guests an exclu-
sive dining experience with our 
Ramadan Souq concept that will 

reflect the local culture and au-
thentic Arabian hospitality. We 
are looking forward to spreading 
the light and warmth of hospital-
ity at our new Ramadan Souq,” 
says Hassan El Wahidi, general 
manager.

Hilton Doha The Pearl has 
set its benchmark for hospital-
ity and leisure, providing guests 
comfort and services, and ensur-
ing the feeling of a home away 
from home. This year the Rama-
dan Souq is bringing guests an 
entirely new concept and will be 
able to host up to 400 guests at 
a time.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR University (QU) has 
launched a website for the 
graduation ceremony of Class 
of 2023, which falls under a 
special tab on the university’s 
official website. The ceremony 
website includes information 
on a number of topics related 
to the main ceremonies of the 
graduation event of the Class 
of 2023 and the details of the 
individual college ceremonies.

In a statement, the univer-
sity said, “We urge all Class 
of 2023 graduates to follow 
important instructions that 
have been officially published 
recently, whether on the cer-
emony’s website or through the 
university’s official social me-
dia platforms.

“The graduation ceremo-
ny aims to celebrate students 
graduating from bachelor and 
postgraduate degrees. The 
graduates will complete the 
final step in their university 
journey in the presence of QU 
President Dr Hassan Al Der-
ham, university vice-presi-
dents and officials, faculty and 
their family, in addition to VIP 
guests.  To visit the site, click 
here: Graduation 2023 | Qatar 
University (qu.edu.qa)

QNA 
DOHA

THE Ministry of Communica-
tions and Information Technol-
ogy (MCIT) hosted the National 
Digital Agenda (NDA) 2030 Vi-
sioning Workshop on Sunday. 
The event attracted a significant 
number of attendees and par-
ticipants involved in developing 
Qatar’s digital ecosystem. Digi-
tal technology was recognised as 
the catalyst for the achievement 
of national plans to enable Qa-
tar’s transition towards a knowl-
edge-based economy. 

To highlight Qatar’s digital 
opportunity, stakeholders em-
phasised Digital Enablement 
- foundational digital compo-
nents, such as accessible infra-
structure and transparent poli-

cies - and Digital Advancement 
- promotion of digital adoption 
and innovation across industries.

Participants also had the 
chance to vote on and prioritise 
critical strategic themes, includ-
ing establishing a Modern Reg-
ulatory Framework, enabling 
Human-Centric Digital Govern-
ment, accelerating Private Sec-
tor Digitalisation, elevating Data 
as a National Asset and provid-
ing Secure and Resilient ICT In-
frastructure.

QU launches website for Class 
of 2023 graduation ceremony

National Digital Agenda 2030 
in focus at MCIT workshop
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

GAIA, Doha’s latest Greek high-
end dining restaurant in West 
Bay, is offering guests this Ram-
adan a heart-warming menu 
to enable them to celebrate 
the month of giving with their 
friends and family in a Grecian 
sea-side inspired ambience.

The special menu features 
sharing dishes with quality fla-
vours and fresh ingredients that 
are perfectly paired with the 
light, floral décor, and gentle, 
dim lighting, setting the mood 
for a perfect evening of culinary 
delight, friendly conversation, 
and reflection.

During the Holy month, the 
restaurant will be open from 
5:30pm, with the last order be-
ing at 1:30 am. Take away will 
also be available throughout the 
whole month of Ramadan. The a 
la carte menu, accompanied with 
a selection of specially curated 
Ramadan dishes, will be served 
throughout Ramadan.

For Iftar, dining guests 
breaking their fast will be offered 
an assortment of delightful dates 
and dried apricots, followed by a 
nourishing and hearty Red Len-
til Soup, served with chili butter 
and homemade toasted bread. 
The special Ramadan menu be-
gins with a refreshing and whole-
some Cauliflower Salad rich with 
the diverse flavours of avocado, 
red onions, goat cheese, and car-
amelised walnuts.

To follow, diners can rel-
ish a flavoursome Baked Orzo 
Pasta featuring a concoction of 
fresh calamari, prawns, lobster, 
tomato sauce, basil, and feta 
sauce. The Greek Mixed Grill 
features an array of succulent 

meats, including Wagyu rib 
eye, lamb cutlets, baby chicken, 
Kefte, all served with Basmati 
rice, and topped with a gener-
ous tzatziki sauce. 

Completing the meal on a 
sweet note, GAIA serves a choice 
of indulgent desserts, including 
a selection of rich and tempt-
ing Ekmek Kataifi decked with 
a decadent deluge of Chantilly, 
pistachio, pastry cream, and 
sugar syrup.

Commenting on the restau-
rant’s preparations for Rama-
dan, GAIA Doha Said:  “We are 
delighted to welcome our guests 
for a unique dining experience 
during this special time. GAIA 
is a nostalgic tribute, not only to 
the beautiful cuisine of Greece, 
but to the generosity and hospi-
tality of the Grecian culture. It 
was important to us to provide 
the best quality in our dishes as 
well as to create an environment 
where people feel at home. We 
are honoured to share this expe-
rience with our loyal customers 
during this time.”

GAIA is excited to share this 

special occasion with residents 
and visitors in Qatar, marking 
its first Ramadan in Doha, pro-
viding exquisite cuisine curated 
by an extraordinary culinary 
team, where every dish is made 
with love and fuelled with the 
best ingredients and taste, cre-
ating lasting memories each and 
every time. 

The international brand was 
founded by creative duo, Chef Izu 
Ani and Evgeny Kuzin, who both 
sought to develop a specially cu-
rated concept inspired by the 
generosity and friendliness of the 
Greek people, an approachable 
high-dining concept with a core 
focus on delivering quality food, 
characterised by the simplicity 
while bursting with flavour. 

Inspired by the breezy charm 
of Grecian architecture, GAIA ca-
ters to refined tastes evoking the 
allure of its many regions and the 
beauty of the ocean as it brings 
people together. 

For more information and 
reservations, please call +974 
44536200, or email: reserva-
tions@gaia-doha.com
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Philippine Embassy in Qatar 
observes Earth Hour 2023

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Philippine Embassy in 
Qatar joined the rest of the 
world in observing Earth Hour, 
a global movement for cli-
mate action, by holding a vir-
tual commemorative switch-off 
event on March 25.

Created by the World Wild-
life Fund (WWF) to take a stand 
against the global threat of cli-
mate change, Earth Hour uses 
the simple action of turning off 
the lights for one hour to deliver 
a powerful message about the 
need for action against global 
warming.

A significant number of par-
ticipants including embassy per-
sonnel, officials of the Migrant 
Workers Office, and members of 
the Filipino community in Qatar 
were invited to take part in the 
‘big switch-off’. 

From 8.30 pm until 9.30 pm, 
everyone was enjoined to shut 
down their non-essential lights 
and appliances in their homes, 
as a display of solidarity with the 
global call for urgent and sweep-
ing reforms in climate-related 
policies and institutionalisation 
of climate justice, especially for 
vulnerable populations.

The initiative aimed to “high-
light the need for addressing the 
planet’s biggest environmental 
challenges and the urgency of 
world leaders coming together 
to decide on a new global action 
plan for nature for the coming 
decade,” the embassy stated.

In her opening remarks, 
Philippine Ambassador to Qa-
tar HE Lilibeth Velasco Pono 
called on the general public’s 
renewal of their commitment to 
the planet. “Beyond the gesture 

of turning off our lights, let us 
have the will to put into concrete 
action our pledge to help build a 
greener, cleaner and safer envi-
ronment,” she said.

Part of the embassy’s online 
programme for the worldwide 
campaign is a film-viewing 
session that featured the ‘Wild 
Wonders: Celebrating the 
Beauty of Philippine Protected 
Areas’ by the Department of 
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) and ‘Earth 
Hour 2023’, the official video 
produced by WWF.

The Wild Wonders docu-
mentary highlighted some pro-
tected landscapes in the Phil-
ippines such as Mt Kitanglad 
Range Natural Park in Bukid-
non, one of the country’s re-
maining rainforests and sanctu-
aries of natural heritage, and Mt 

Pulag, the highest peak in Luzon 
and third highest mountain in 
the country.

With rich biodiversity, the 
Philippines is home to varied 
flora and fauna species. The 
embassy has urged the pub-
lic to continue making simple 
long-term changes that will col-
lectively make a difference in 
the world.

“I hope it will be a start for all 
of us to come up with something 
on how we can help protect the 
planet,” said HE Ambassador 
Pono in her closing remarks at 
the online event. 

First launched in Australia 
in 2007, Earth Hour is organ-
ised annually by the WWF every 
last Saturday of March. What 
began as one city taking a stand 
against global warming has now 
gained worldwide momentum.

Nutricook launches Smart Air 
Fryer Grill XL-version 2 in Qatar

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

NUTRICOOK has launched its 
flagship product, the Smart Air 
Fryer Grill XL, an indoor grill 
that lets you enjoy BBQ food all 
year round. 

This versatile grill does 
much more than grilling; it can 
air fry, roast, bake, dehydrate, 
and reheat. Its 8.5 litre XL ca-
pacity is perfect for cooking big 
batches for the entire family. 
The grill is made with ceramic 
non-stick coating that is free 
from harmful chemicals, ensur-
ing a healthier and safer cook-
ing experience.

The Smart Air Fryer Grill 
XL is equipped with a cutting-
edge smart thermometer that 
eliminates the guesswork from 
cooking, allowing you to achieve 
perfect doneness for five differ-
ent protein types - Beef, Chick-
en, Lamb, Fish, and Vegan 
Meat. This advanced technol-
ogy ensures that your meals are 

cooked to perfection every time 
you use it, whether you prefer 
your protein rare or well done.

The Smart Air Fryer Grill 
XL is virtually smoke-free, en-
suring your cooking experi-
ence is comfortable and safe. 
Its innovative air-flow technol-
ogy prevents the accumulation 
of smoke that can set off fire 
alarms, making it an ideal appli-
ance for apartment living or in-
door cooking. It’s easy to clean, 
and has a space-saving design, 

making it easy to store. 
Experience the future of 

cooking with Nutricook’s Smart 
Air Fryer Grill XL and enjoy de-
licious and healthy meals with 
ease.

Nutricook appliances are 
distributed by Jumbo Electron-
ics in Qatar. The Nutricook 
Smart Air Fryer Grill XL Ver-
sion 2 is available in all leading 
hypermarkets, Jumbo Electron-
ics stores and online platform 
www.jumbosouq.com.

GAIA invites guests to discover 
essence of Grecian hospitality
in the Holy Month of Ramadan

PISQ organises School Open House and University Roadshow 2023

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

WITH the participation of 13 
premier Doha-based univer-
sities, Pakistan International 
School Qatar (PISQ) suc-
cessfully organised its School 
Open House and University 
Roadshow 2023 recently.

The participating univer-
sities included University of 
Doha for Science and Tech-
nology, Hamad Bin Khalifa 

University (HBKU), George-
town University (GU-Q), Weill 
Cornell Medicine-Qatar, Vir-
ginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity School of the Arts in Qatar 
(VCU Arts Qatar), Northwest-
ern University (NU-Q), British 
Council, University of North-
umbria, University of Aber-
deen, University Foundation 
College, Al-Rayyan Interna-
tional University College Uni-
versity of Derby, Excellence 
Training Centre, Consultant 

for German Universities and 
Global Institute.

The School Open House 
gave a chance to parents and 
prospective students to see for 
themselves the PSQ’s spectac-
ular campus, meet faculty and 
students, and gather informa-
tion about available academic 
programmes, co-curricular 
and extra-curricular activities. 
The University Roadshow also 
presented them an opportu-
nity to get an overview of the 

diverse range of tailored pro-
grammes offered by the par-
ticipating universities. 

The students were very ob-
servant and inquisitive. They 
interacted at length with the 
representatives of universi-
ties about their fields of in-
terest, available scholarships, 
funding opportunities, cross 
registration classes, student 
housing as well as life and 
academic environment. The 
representatives of universi-

ties were very informative and 
answered many questions re-
lated to the diverse range of 
higher education programmes 
offered by their institutions, 
admission criteria, stay and 
scholarships. 

The students were appre-
ciative of exceptional work 
done by the school in pro-
viding them such a unique 
opportunity to catch up in-
dividually with the counsel-
lors of internationally accred-

ited Doha-based universities. 
They were guided through 
every step right from select-
ing a university to choosing 
a suitable programme. After 
knowing of the universities’ 
adaptable curriculum aligned 
to the labour market and 
the requirements of an ever- 
evolving economy they left 
motivated and energised. The 
event will help student choose 
the right major and advance 
their career.

Qatar takes part in 122nd 

Session of Permanent 
Council of Francophonie

QNA 
PARIS

QATAR participated in the 
122nd session of the Perma-
nent Council of the Francopho-
nie held online under the chair-
manship of Secretary-General 
of the International Organiza-
tion of La Francophonie (OIF) 
Louise Mushikiwabo.

Ambassador of Qatar to 
France and Qatar’s representa-
tive to OIF HE Sheikh Ali bin 
Jassim Al Thani represented 
Qatar in the meeting.

In her opening speech, the 
OIF secretary-general noted 
her participation in the Fifth 
United Nations Conference 
on the Least Developed Coun-
tries (LDC5), which was held in 
Doha from March 5 to 9.

She thanked Qatar for its 
support in financing ‘La Fran-
cophonie avec Elles’, which 
aims to support women in vul-
nerable situations in the Fran-

cophone space. During the 
meeting, the decisions adopted 
during the 18th Summit of La 
Francophonie were followed 
up.

Nation



DPA
MOSCOW

UKRAINE sees Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s plan to 
station nuclear weapons in Be-
larus as a move driven by fear 
of possible defeat as the Krem-
lin’s war rages on. “Putin is too 
predictable,” Mychaylo Podol-
yak, an adviser to the presiden-
tial office in Kiev, said on Twit-
ter. The announcement shows 
Putin admitting he is afraid of 
losing the war on Ukraine, he 
said.

Moreover, he is again con-
firming that he is involved in 
a crime as he is violating the 
Treaty on the Non-Prolifer-
ation of Nuclear Weapons, 
Podolyak said. His comments 
came a day after Putin an-
nounced that Belarus would 
begin holding so-called tacti-
cal nuclear weapons, which are 
different to long-range “strate-
gic” nuclear weapons and typi-
cally have a shorter range and 
are intended for battlefield use.

Putin said Moscow was not 
giving control of the weapons 
to Minsk, merely keeping the 
missiles in the country. Putin 
said Russia was not violating 
any international nuclear non-
proliferation treaties by moving 
the weapons to Belarus, which 
shares a border with Ukraine 
and NATO members Poland, 

Lithuania and Latvia. Belarus 
is closely allied with Russia. 
Long-time ruler Alexander Lu-
kashenko, whose re-election as 
president in 2020 is not recog-
nized by the West, is militarily, 
politically and economically 
dependent on Moscow. 

Independent Russian ob-
servers see Putin’s move as a 

“panicked reaction” in view of 
the West’s arms deliveries to 
Ukraine. Putin no longer has a 
strategy, says political scientist 
Abbas Gallyamov. 

“That is why he is wavering 
back and forth.” Bulgaria’s Vice 
President Ilijana Iotova said the 
situation is becoming “increas-
ingly dangerous and frighten-

ing,” adding that is why she and 
Bulgarian President Rumen 
Radev keep calling for negotia-
tions between Kiev and Moscow. 

A Polish Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said the move was 
a “intensification of the threat 
to peace in Europe and the 
world,” according to the PAP 
agency. 

Ukraine says Putin’s Minsk
nuclear plans driven by fear

Rafael Grossi, Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency, before leaving to Ukraine from 
Vienna International airport on Sunday. (AFP) 

Putin said Russia was not violating any international nuclear non-proliferation treaties by 
moving weapons to Belarus, which shares a border with Ukraine, Poland, Lithuania and Latvia

JAKARTA:  A tanker ship caught on fire off the coast of Indo-
nesia’s West Nusa Tenggara province on Sunday, local media 
reported. According to news broadcaster Kompas TV, the tanker 
is believed to belong to state-owned energy company Pertamina, 
as the vessel caught fire just off the coast of Pertamina’s oil 
depot in Ampenan, a city on the island of Lombok. There were 
17 people on board when the fire broke out at at 3 pm local time 
(0700 GMT). Of them, 14 have been evacuated from the vessel. 
The remaining three reportedly died in the fire, according to wit-
nesses and fishermen involved in evacuating the crew along with 
the local search and rescue agency. Kompas TV footage showed 
flames coming from near the ship’s foremast and clouds of thick 
black smoke. (DPA)

Tanker ship caught on fire off Indonesia’s 
Lombok island

News 
in brief

NATO monitoring Russian deployment of 
nuclear weapons to Belarus
BRUSSELS:  Following the announced transfer of Russian 
nuclear weapons to Belarus, NATO sees no need for action with 
regard to its own nuclear weapons, though it remains vigilant 
and is closely monitoring the situation, a spokeswoman said 
on Sunday. “We have not seen any changes in Russia’s nuclear 
posture that would lead us to adjust our own,” she said. “We are 
committed to protect and defend all NATO allies. But she added 
that, “Russia’s nuclear rhetoric is dangerous and irresponsible.” 
Russian President Vladimir Putin announced on Saturday even-
ing that Russia and Belarus had agreed on the deployment of 
tactical nuclear weapons on Belarussian soil and noted that the 
United States has also stationed nuclear weapons with allies in 
Europe. That is inaccurate, the NATO spokeswoman said. “Rus-
sia’s reference to NATO’s nuclear sharing is totally misleading.
NATO allies act with full respect of their international commit-
ments,” she added, noting that Russia has consistently broken 
its arms control commitments, most recently suspending its 
participation in the New START Treaty. “Russia must return to 
compliance and act in good faith.” (DPA)

Tesla producing 5,000 cars per week in 
Brandenburg, half of target
POTSDAM, Germany:  US electric carmaker Tesla is now produc-
ing 5,000 cars per week, half way to its first production target 
for the site in Germany. Tesla announced the progress in a 
tweet, with the number corresponding to 250,000 vehicles per 
year. The company’s initial aim is to produce 10,000 vehicles 
per week, or 500,000 per year. Tesla has been producing elec-
tric cars at the Grünheide site outside Berlin for about a year 
and had previously said it was making around 4,000 cars per 
week. The factory currently employs around 10,000 people but 
is planning to expand further, with the goal of eventually produc-
ing 1 million cars although it is unclear when this may happen.
THE first application for partial approval has been submitted 
to the Brandenburg State Office for the Environment. However, 
environmental activists are concerned that the expansion plans 
affect an area where the water is protected. The company says 
it does not need any additional water for the expansion because 
it wants to treat the wastewater.  (DPA)

US tornado death toll at 26 as more storms forecast

UNHCR says British migration bill
precludes most refugees’ right to apply

Crisis-hit Lebanon caught 
up in conflicting time zones

DPA
WASHINGTON

THE death toll after the tornado 
on Friday in the southern Unit-
ed States has risen to at least 
26, with 25 in the poorest US 
state of Mississippi alone, civil 
protection authorities said on 

Sunday. Dozens were injured, 
while at least one person died 
in neighbouring Alabama, ac-
cording to media reports. The 
weather service warned of fur-
ther violent storms. Initial re-
ports put the death toll at least 
23. President Joe Biden de-
clared a disaster emergency for 

Mississippi on Sunday, mean-
ing federal funds can be released 
for reconstruction. The weather 
service warned of severe thun-
derstorms on Sunday with hail-
stones that could reach the size 
of chicken eggs. More tornadoes 
and wind gusts of more than 
110 kilometres per hour are also 

possible. Meteorologists expect 
the region’s storms to weaken 
only in the evening and be fol-
lowed by isolated showers. Be-
cause Mississippi is considered 
the poorest US state, such disas-
ters hit people there particularly 
hard. Reconstruction could take 
many years.

DPA
LONDON

THE United Nations refugee 
agency’s Britain representative 
warned that the government’s 
Illegal Migration Bill “effec-
tively extinguishes the right to 
seek asylum in the UK for all 
but a very few refugees”. The 
Bill, aimed at tackling Channel 
crossings, returns to the House 
of Commons on Monday for its 
committee stage, and MPs will 
scrutinise it over two days.

UNHCR’s Vicky Tennant 
told Sky News’ Sophy Ridge 
On Sunday programme that 
the proposed legislation is “in 
breach of international law” and 
“the UK’s obligations under the 
International Refugee Conven-

tion.” She said: “Well, we’re very 
concerned that this sets a global 
precedent, it effectively extin-
guishes the right, as you’ve said, 
to seek asylum in the UK for all 
but a very few refugees. “We 
know that those coming across 
the Channel broadly reflect the 
nationalities of countries af-
fected by crisis, by persecution 
globally.

“So we’re talking about 
countries like Syria, Afghani-
stan, Eritrea, Iran, Iraq, Alba-
nia, several of these, as I’ve said, 
countries that are producing 
high numbers of refugees.” She 
added: “We think the focus of 
attention really needs to be on 
the asylum system, on asylum 
processing, getting that working 
properly so people are able to 

present their claims. “If they’re 
not refugees decisions can be 
made quickly, they can be re-
turned to their own countries, 
and if they are refugees, then 
they’re able to embark on that 
integration journey.

“We think that’s in every-
one’s interests, not just the refu-
gees interest, but also the inter-
ests of the British public.” The 
Bill aims to stop people claiming 
asylum in the UK if they arrive 
through unauthorised means, 
but the UNHCR has called it an 
effective “asyl m ban”. Pressed 
on what action the UNHCR 
might take if a country is found 
to be in breach of international 
law, she said “there is no sanc-
tion as such” but claimed viola-
tions have “an impact globally”.

DPA
CAIRO

ROILED by a deepening eco-
nomic and political crisis, Leb-
anon is plagued yet by a new 
row: two conflicting time zones. 
A decision by the country’s 
caretaker government to delay 
the implementation of the day-
light saving time until the end 
of  Ramadan has caused con-
fusion and triggered an uproar 
bordering on sectarianism.

On Thursday, the  govern-
ment announced postponing 
the start of the summertime 
system, which was originally 
scheduled for early Sunday, un-
til midnight on April 20, when 
the lunar month of Ramadan is 
expected to end. The govern-
ment did not give a specific 
reason for the decision, which 
is thought to be aimed at spar-
ing a longer day of fasting dur-
ing Ramadan, when practising 
Muslims are obliged to abstain 
from eating, drinking and 

smoking from dawn to dusk. 
Keeping the winter time in 
place means breaking the daily 
fast an hour earlier.   Lebanon’s 
influential Maronite Church 
criticized the decision calling it 
“surprising” and “haphazard”, 
and said it would not abide by 
it. “It was taken without any 

consideration to international 
standards and confusion,” the 
church said in a statement. 
Other businesses in the small 
Mediterranean country includ-
ing major TV institutions have 
also ignored the decision and 
put their clocks forward by one 
hour.
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A clock tower in Beirut’s Jdeideh district indicates the time on Sunday   
after Lebanon’s government announced a decision to delay daylight sav-
ings. (AFP) 
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T
HE Holy Month of Rama-
dan is a religious and social 
occasion in which Qataris 
pledge to preserve the so-
cial values and popular tra-

ditions associated with it as part 
of the Qatari identity, where the 
people of Qatar seek to revive 
these customs every year.

Experts in social sciences 
and heritage stressed, in ex-
clusive statements to the Qatar 
News Agency (QNA), the keen-
ness of the people of Qatar to 
preserve the folk traditions that 
are part of the Qatari identity to 
be passed on from generation 
to generation, stressing that no 
matter how different the mani-
festations of the celebration of 
the holy month are, the values 
of Ramadan remain part of the 
society’s identity.

For her part, Head of the 
Department of Social Sciences 
at Qatar University Dr Fatima 
Ali Hussain Al Kubaisi told 
QNA that Qatari society was 
and still is full of many social 
values, the most important of 
which are cooperation, soli-
darity and compassion among 
people, stressing that the Qa-
tari society was keen to adhere 
to these values in the past, de-
spite the difficulty of life at that 
time, in addition to interest in 
strengthening the social ties 
between families and neigh-
bors.

She added that religious 
values were the most dominant 
in the month of Ramadan, as 
people in Qatari society feel 
the spirituality of this month. 
Ramadan’s preparations were 
characterized by simplicity, 
given the nature of life in that 
period.

She emphasized that there 
are still many values that Qa-
taris preserve today, such as 
cooperation and solidarity, vis-
iting relatives to congratulate 
them on the holy month, and 
exchanging gifts and food.

Head of the Department of 
Social Sciences at Qatar Uni-
versity explained that due to 
the change and development of 
societies, some social aspects 
have changed due to the high 

standard of living, the many 
cultures that exist in Qatar, 
which affected the way of cel-
ebration.

She indicated the Qatari 
society’s interest in strengthen-
ing family and even community 
bonding, thus, they gather in 
the ghabka “the gathering” and 
celebrate the garangao, stress-
ing that these values will re-
main ingrained in society, even 
if the forms of their expression 
differ.

Dr Fatima Al Kubaisi point-
ed out the need to strengthen 
the popular heritage among the 
new generations, through the 
family’s keenness to involve 
children in these aspects, and 
reminding them of their impor-
tance, in addition to focusing 
on the importance of this holy 
month in the life of every Mus-
lim, as parents should be keen 
to accompany their children 
with them in all aspects of this 
holy month, such as praying, 

visiting relatives, and provid-
ing aid, so that children acquire 
these behaviors, and those val-
ues remain firmly established 
in society.

In turn, the Qatari folklore 
researcher Khalifa Al Sayed Al 
Malki explained in a special 
statement to QNA that Qatari 
society has always been pre-
paring to receive the blessed 
month through inherited cus-
toms and inherited traditions 
that indicate a special interest 
in Ramadan. Qatari woman 
used to prepare flour as Qa-
tari women baked regag from 
which they made thareed and 
beat the grains from which the 
they made harees, as these two 
foods are not without a house 
most of the days of Ramadan, 
as the ancient Qatari customs 
were associated with certain 
foods in this month such as 
harees, thareed, sago, luqai-
mat, and others are cooked 
and therefore was necessary 

for women to prepare for these 
foods, as it takes a long time to 
prepare them, in addition to 
the fact that the amount con-
sumed is different in the month 
of generosity.

He added that the custom 
of women in the old time was 
to grind grains at home, as 
well as pound grains of harees 
and others, and baking re-
gag in addition to that spices 
were brought, washed, dried, 
ground, and mixed, each cook-
ing has its spices, the saloona, 
meaning maraq or stew is dif-
ferent from meat from the fish 
Majboos or Kabsa.

Al Malki indicated that 
people gather after Tarawih 
prayers in the majlis and ex-
change conversations, as well 
as family visits, where families 
distribute food, so a family can-
not make food without giving it 
to its neighbors, stressing that 
all these things, despite their 
simplicity, helped to increase 
cohesion and interdependence 
between the entire groups of 
society.

He talked about some of 
the aspects that the people 
of Qatar still preserve within 
their popular heritage, such as 
“Ghabka”, which is the name 
of a feast that is eaten at mid-
night, and its aim is to bring 
people together for one feast, 
pointing out that the Ghabga in 
the past was not for strangers 
or those far from the people of 
the neighborhood, but with the 
change of society it took new 
forms.

He also referred to the Ga-
rangao, which is one of the 
prevailing Ramadan traditions 
that have been passed down 
from generation to generation 
in the State of Qatar and the 
Gulf states as well. It is a cel-
ebration on the middle night 
of Ramadan, where families 
prepare sweets and nuts, and 
prepare to receive children who 
roam the streets of Al-Fareej 
(the neighborhood), knock on 
doors, and sing songs related to 
this occasion to get their share 
of sweets and nuts.

He stressed that the Qatari 
society still adheres to its cus-
toms, values and legacies asso-
ciated with the holy month.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION AND ANALYSIS PAGES ARE THE AUTHORS’ OWN. QATAR TRIBUNE BEARS NO RESPONSIBILITY.

Ramadan in Qatar: Solid 
Values, Renewed Festivities

No matter how different the manifestations of the celebration of the Holy Month 
of Ramadan are, the values of Ramadan remain part of the society’s identity

PARMY OLSON

N
O one sells the future more master-
fully than the tech industry. According 
to its proponents, we will all live in the 
“metaverse,” build our financial infra-
structure on “web3” and power our lives 

with “artificial intelligence.” All three of these 
terms are mirages that have raked in billions of 
dollars, despite bite back by reality.

Artificial intelligence in particular conjures 
the notion of thinking machines. But no ma-
chine can think, and no software is truly intel-
ligent. The phrase alone may be one of the most 
successful marketing terms of all time.

Last week OpenAI announced GPT-4, a 
major upgrade to the technology underpin-
ning ChatGPT. The system sounds even more 
humanlike than its predecessor, naturally re-
inforcing notions of its intelligence. But GPT-
4 and other large language models like it are 
simply mirroring databases of text — close to a 
trillion words for the previous model — whose 
scale is difficult to contemplate. Helped along 
by an army of humans reprogramming it with 
corrections, the models glom words together 
based on probability. That is not intelligence.

These systems are trained to generate text 
that sounds plausible, yet they are marketed as 
new oracles of knowledge that can be plugged 
into search engines. That is foolhardy when 
GPT-4 continues to make errors, and it was 
only a few weeks ago that Microsoft Corp. and 
Alphabet Inc.’s Google both suffered embar-
rassing demos in which their new search en-
gines glitched on facts.

Not helping matters: Terms like “neural 
networks” and “deep learning” only bolster the 
idea that these programs are humanlike. Neu-
ral networks aren’t copies of the human brain 

in any way; they are only loosely inspired by its 
workings. Long-running efforts to try and repli-
cate the human brain with its roughly 85 billion 
neurons have all failed. The closest scientists 
have come is to emulating the brain of a worm, 
with 302 neurons.

We need a different lexicon that doesn’t 
propagate magical thinking about computer sys-
tems, and doesn’t absolve the people designing 
those systems from their responsibilities. What 
is a better alternative? Reasonable technologists 
have tried for years to replace “AI” with “ma-
chine learning systems,” but that doesn’t trip off 
the tongue in quite the same way.

Stefano Quintarelli, a former Italian politi-
cian and technologist came up with another 
alternative, “Systemic Approaches to Learning 
Algorithms and Machine Inferences” or SA-
LAMI, to underscore the ridiculousness of the 
questions people have been posing about AI: Is 
SALAMI sentient? Will SALAMI ever have su-
premacy over humans?

The most hopeless attempt at a semantic 
alternative is probably the most accurate: “soft-
ware.”

“But,” I hear you ask, “What is wrong with 
using a little metaphorical shorthand to de-
scribe technology that seems so magical?”

The answer is that ascribing intelligence to 
machines gives them undeserved independence 
from humans, and it abdicates their creators of 
responsibility for their impact. If we see Chat-
GPT as “intelligent,” then we are less inclined to 
try and hold San Francisco startup OpenAI LP, 
its creator, to account for its inaccuracies and 
biases. It also creates a fatalistic compliance 
among humans who suffer technology’s dam-
aging effects; though “AI” will not take your job 
or plagiarize your artistic creations — other hu-
mans will.

The issue is ever more pressing now that 
companies from Meta Platforms Inc. to Snap 
Inc. to Morgan Stanley are rushing to plug chat-
bots and text and image generators into their 
systems. Spurred by its new arms race with 
Google, Microsoft is putting OpenAI’s language 
model technology, still largely untested, into its 
most popular business apps, including Word, 
Outlook and Excel. “Copilot will fundamentally 
change how people work with AI and how AI 
works with people,” Microsoft said of its new 
feature.

But for customers, the promise of working 
with intelligent machines is almost mislead-
ing. “[AI is] one of those labels that expresses a 
kind of utopian hope rather than present real-
ity, somewhat as the rise of the phrase ‘smart 
weapons’ during the first Gulf War implied a 
bloodless vision of totally precise targeting that 
still isn’t possible,” says Steven Poole, author of 
the book Unspeak, about the dangerous power 
of words and labels.

Margaret Mitchell, a computer scientist who 
was fired by Google after publishing a paper 
that criticized the biases in large language mod-
els, has reluctantly described her work as being 
based in “AI” over recent years. “Before… people 
like me said we worked on ‘machine learning.’ 
That’s a great way to get people’s eyes to glaze 
over,” she admitted to a conference panel on  
Friday.

Her former Google colleague and founder of 
the Distributed Artificial Intelligence Research 
Institute, Timnit Gebru, said she also only 
started saying “AI” around 2013: “It became the 
thing to say.”

“It’s terrible but I’m doing this too,” Mitch-
ell added. “I’m calling everything that I touch 
‘AI’ because then people will listen to what I’m 
saying.”

Unfortunately, “AI” is so embedded in 
our vocabulary that it will be almost im-
possible to shake, the obligatory air quotes 
difficult to remember. At the very least, 
we should remind ourselves of how reliant 
such systems are on human managers who 
should be held accountable for their side 
 effects.

Author Poole says he prefers to call chatbots 
like ChatGPT and image generators like Mid-
journey “giant plagiarism machines” since they 
mainly recombine prose and pictures that were 
originally created by humans. “I’m not confi-
dent it will catch on,” he says.

In more ways than one, we really are stuck 
with “AI.”

(Parmy Olson is a Bloomberg Opin-
ion columnist covering technology. 

A former reporter for the Wall Street 
Journal and Forbes, she is author of 

“We Are Anonymous.”)

TIKTOK Chief Executive Shou Zi Chew did not have a success-
ful appearance before the House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee on Thursday.

He did not assuage skeptical members of Congress that his 
enormously popular social media platform can isolate itself from 
Chinese government interference. Nor did he convince them that 
TikTok has done enough to address misinformation, protect chil-
dren from harmful material or remove content that violates its 
code of conduct. It didn’t help his cause when Republican Rep. 
Kat Cammack of Florida played a video showing an animated 
handgun firing in a post threatening the committee and its chair-
woman. The video had been on TikTok for 41 days and was re-
moved during the hearing.

Chew’s company was lambasted for more than five hours, 
a show of rare bipartisan consensus that something needs to be 
done about TikTok, but exactly what Congress or the Biden ad-
ministration can or should do remains unclear.

It also became apparent that while TikTok is currently the 
target of federal inquiry, primarily because of growing anxiety 
with China’s power and influence, the concerns over user pri-
vacy, misinformation and impacts to children are not unique to 
TikTok.

Harmful practices are baked into the business models of so-
cial media platforms, including Instagram, Snapchat, Facebook 
and YouTube. An increasing number of state legislatures and 
lawsuits are attempting to force companies to take more respon-
sibility for building safer products. Congress too should be wield-
ing its regulatory authority more broadly to protect consumers, 
not just TikTok users.

Indeed, TikTok is similar to other social media apps that vac-
uum up personal data, wrote Ron Deibert, director of the Citizen 
Lab at the University of Toronto, which analyzed the TikTok app. 
He added that “most social media apps are unacceptably invasive 
by design, treat users as raw material for personal data surveil-
lance, and fall short on transparency about their data sharing 
practices,” which is why comprehensive privacy legislation is 
needed.

Despite several years of debate, Congress hasn’t been able to 
move a bill that would protect data privacy on the internet. Law-
makers got close last year with the American Data Privacy and 
Protection Act, but there were questions over whether the bill 
would override California’s strong privacy law — which would 
be a mistake. House members said Thursday that they are try-
ing again this year to pass the bill, which is good, but they should 
be catching up to California, not clawing back the state’s leading 
edge privacy protections.

The immediate question before federal lawmakers is how to 
address the national security concerns posed by TikTok’s ties to 
China. The app was created by Chinese internet technology com-
pany ByteDance. Federal agencies have raised alarm because 
Chinese law requires that tech companies allow government ac-
cess to user data. There’s also concern that with the platform’s 
reach — it has 150 million users, or nearly half the U.S. popula-
tion — and its powerful algorithm, TikTok could be used as a tool 
to disseminate propaganda or disinformation.

The Biden administration has threatened to ban TikTok 
unless the app’s Chinese owners sell their stakes. Chew tried to 
make the case that TikTok is a private company independent 
of the Chinese government and could build a firewall to ensure 
there is no foreign interference. But his argument was undercut 
by an announcement Thursday from the Chinese Commerce 
Ministry that would oppose the forced sale. China considers tech-
nology a national security issue and has the right under Chinese 
law to block the export of it. If a sale is off the table, the Biden 
administration has limited options. An outright ban would raise 
significant technical and legal issues, including whether cutting 
off an extremely well-used mode of speech would violate the 1st 
Amendment. What is the U.S. going to do after TikTok? Shut 
down every popular Chinese- or foreign-owned app?

Congress Is Scapegoating 
TikTok. It’s No Worse  

Than Other Social  
Media Platforms

There’s No Such Thing As Artificial Intelligence
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AGENCIES 
ACCRA, GHANA

SCHOOLCHILDREN, danc-
ers and drummers greeted US 
Vice President Kamala Harris 
as she arrived Sunday in Ghana 
for a weeklong visit to Africa to 
deepen US relationships amid 
global competition over the 
continent’s future. “We are 
looking forward to this trip as 
a further statement of the long 
and enduring very important 
relationship and friendship be-
tween the people of the United 
States and those who live on 
this continent,” Harris said.

The children cheered and 
waved Ghanaian and American 
flags as she exited her plane 
after an overnight flight. She 
smiled broadly and touched 
her heart as she passed by the 
dancers. “What an honour it 
is to be here in Ghana and on 
the continent of Africa,” Harris 
said. 

“I’m very excited about the 
future of Africa.” She said she 
wanted to promote economic 
growth and food security and 
welcomed the chance to” wit-
ness firsthand the extraordi-
nary innovation and creativity 
that is occurring on this con-
tinent.” Ghana is one of the 
continent’s most stable democ-
racies, but Harris is arriving 
at a time of severe challenges 

for the West African nation. 
Its economy, among the fast-
est growing in the world before 
the pandemic, faces a debt cri-
sis and soaring inflation that is 
driving up the cost of food and 
other necessities.

A country of 34 million 
people, Ghana is also wary 
of threats from instability in 

the region. Burkina Faso and 
Mali have each endured two 
coups in recent years, and lo-
cal offshoots of al-Qaida and 
the Islamic State group oper-
ate in the area known as the 
Sahel, which is north of Gha-
na. Thousands of people have 
been killed and millions more 
have been displaced. The fight-

ing has created an opening for 
the Russian mercenary outfit 
known as Wagner, which also 
maintains a presence in Africa 
despite participating in the in-
vasion of Ukraine. Mali wel-
comed Wagner after it pushed 
out French troops based there, 
and there are fears that Burki-
na Faso would do the same.

Kamala Harris in Ghana says 
‘excited about Africa’s future’ 

Honduras breaks 
ties with Taiwan in 
favour of China

US Vice President Kamala Harris (R) addresses the crowd after arriving at the Kotoka International Airport in 
Accra, Ghana on Sunday. (AFP) 

Honduras Foreign Minister Eduardo Enrique Reina (L) and Chinese 
Foreign Minister Qin Gang in Beijing on Sunday. (AFP)

The outreach is to counter China which has entrenched the continent by investing and lending

Kabul women in protest against Taliban ban on attending school

Britain to ban sale of laughing 
gas to curb anti-social behaviour 

DPA
ISLAMABAD

MORE than a dozen women 
marched in the western  Kabul 
city on Sunday to protest against 
the Taliban’s ban on girls’ and 
women’s education, chanting 
“education is our right.” Sev-
eral Afghan outlets operating 

from outside the country, such 
as Afghanistan International 
TV and the Hasht-e-Sub online 
paper, reported that Taliban 
forces intervened and halted 
the rally.Videos shared show a 
few dozen young women argu-
ing with the Taliban forces and 
chanting slogans in support of 
women’s education. “We have 

been experiencing a very bad 
psychological and mental situ-
ation for more than one and a 
half years,” an activist tells in 
a video, as others called on the 
Taliban not to politicise educa-
tion.The Taliban returned to 
power with the collapse of the 
former Afghan government 
amidst the chaotic withdrawal 

of NATO forces from Afghani-
stan in August 2021. The mili-
tants reimposed strict laws and 
regulations, including banning 
girls and women from access-
ing school classes beyond grade 
six. Despite repeated calls by 
Afghans and the international 
community, Afghan rulers are 
adamant. 

DPA 
BUENOS AIRES/TAIPEI 

HONDURAS decided to sever 
relations with Taiwan, the For-
eign Ministry said on Saturday, 
in an expected move after the 
Central American country’s 
decision to establish diplomat-
ic ties with China. President 
Xiomara Castro had given in-
structions to notify Taiwan of 
the decision to sever relations 
between the two countries, the 
ministry said in a statement.

According to the ministry, 
the government of the Repub-
lic of Honduras recognizes the 
government of the People’s 
Republic of China as “the only 
legitimate government which 
represents all of China.” “Tai-
wan is an inalienable part of 
China’s territory, and as of to-
day, the government of Hondu-
ras has informed Taiwan of the 
severance of diplomatic rela-
tions, and pledges to no longer 
have any official relations or 
contact with Taiwan,” it said.

China and Honduras signed 
a joint communique on the es-
tablishment of diplomatic re-
lations by two sides, Xinhua 
news agency reported in Beijing 
on Sunday. Taiwan has had an 
independent government since 
1949, but China considers the 

democratic island part of its 
territory and refuses to main-
tain official relations with any 
country that formally recogniz-
es Taiwan diplomatically. Es-
tablishing diplomatic relations 
with Beijing was a campaign 
promise made by Castro, who 
took office in January 2022. 
The president announced the 
step, which is largely motivated 
by economic reasons, last week.

Following the news on Sat-
urday, Taiwan’s Foreign Minis-
ter Joseph Wu announced that 
his country in turn was break-
ing off diplomatic relations 
with Honduras. Taiwan will 
immediately end collaborative 
projects and close its embassy 
in Tegucigalpa and some other 
offices involving technology 
transfer among other things, 
Wu told a press conference in 
Taipei. Taiwan had already re-
called its ambassador to Hon-
duras on Thursday. Wu also 
asked Honduras to close its 
Taipei embassy. The minister 
stressed that the two sides of the 
Taiwan Strait do not belong to 
each other, saying that Beijing’s 
actions damaged the develop-
ment of cross-strait relations. 
Following Honduras’ decision, 
Taiwan is now recognized by 13 
diplomatic allies, including the 
Vatican, as a sovereign state.                                                   

DPA 
LONDON

IN Britain, the sale of laughing 
gas to the public will be banned 
as part of a wider crackdown on 
anti-social behaviour, a Cabinet 
minister has confirmed. Level-
ling Up Secretary Michael Gove 
said the “scourge” of nitrous ox-
ide is turning public spaces into 
“drug-taking arenas” and is help-
ing fuel anti-social behaviour 
that ministers are determined to 
stamp out.

The ban comes despite an 
assessment by the independent 
Advisory Council on the Misuse 
of Drugs (ACMD) concluding 
it would be disproportionate to 
bring in an outright ban given 

the level of harm associated with 
nitrous oxide. But Mr Gove said 
he agrees with a view pushed 
by Prime Minister Rishi Su-
nak and Home Secretary Suella 
Braverman that tougher action 
is required. Mr Sunak is due to 
outline a series of hard-hitting 
measures on Monday designed 
to clamp down on low-level 
crime, with plans for offenders 
slapped with community orders 
to be cleaning up their own graf-
fiti or vandalism within 48 hours.

Downing Street said the 
plans will include perpetra-
tors wearing jumpsuits or hi-vis 
jackets while they carry out pun-
ishments, which could include 
washing police cars or carrying 
out unpaid work in shops.An-

nouncing the laughing gas ban, 
Mr Gove told Sky News’ Sophy 
Ridge On Sunday programme: 
“I think any of us who have had 
the opportunity to walk through 
our parks in our major cities will 
have seen these little canisters, 
these silver canisters which are 
examples of people not only de-
spoiling public spaces but also 
people taking a drug which can 
have a psychological and neuro-
logical affect and one that con-
tributes to anti-social behaviour 
overall.” 

He said ministers have not 
yet decided at what drug classi-
fication level laughing gas would 
be set, only that the Government 
wants sales “restricted for its ap-
propriate purpose.”
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Netanyahu sacks 
defence minister 
for criticising 
judicial reform

DPA
TEL AVIV

ISRAELI Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu dismissed 
Defence Minister Yoav Galant 
after he called on the govern-
ment to halt controversial ju-
dicial reform, a Likud party 
spokesman said.

Out of concern for Israel’s 
ability to defend itself, Galant 
had, in a speech on Saturday 
evening, called on Netanyahu’s 
right-wing coalition to halt its 
plans for the reform, core ele-
ments of which are set to be im-
plemented in the next few days. 
A vote on the law to give gov-
ernment politicians more influ-
ence in appointing judges could 
take place as early as Monday. 
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu has decided, this even-
ing [...], to dismiss Defense 
Minister Yoav Gallant,” a state-
ment from the prime minister’s 
office late on Sunday read.

Putin’s arrest warrant 
gives Russian journo 
hope for resistance

DPA 
LONDON 

RUSSIAN journalist Marina 
Ovsyannikova said the Inter-
national Criminal Court’s deci-
sion to issue an arrest warrant 
for President Vladimir Putin 
has given her “some sort of 
hope” that resistance might be 
sparked within the country’s 
elite.

Ovsyannikova worked for 
the Russian state broadcaster, 
Channel One Russia TV, for 
more than 10 years before 
she decided to stage a protest 
against the country’s invasion 
of Ukraine.

In March 2022 she inter-
rupted a live evening news 
broadcast by holding up a sign 
saying “Stop the war, don’t 
believe the propaganda, here 
you are being lied to.” Ovsyan-
nikova, who fled Russia and is 
now living in Paris, told BBC 

One’s Sunday with Laura Kue-
nssberg: “I think that this is 
the first signal that the Rus-
sian elite should take notice 
of, and perhaps some kind of 
resistance will start within the 
Russian elite, they might plot 
against him.

“This is some sort of hope 
for me.” She added: “Over a 
long time I realised that Rus-
sian TV had become a brain-
wash. I also have Ukrain-
ian roots, my father is from 
Ukraine. At one point it was 
like a huge emotional outburst, 
I didn’t care what would hap-
pen to me.” She claimed that 
many working in Russia’s state 
media share her opinions: 
“This propaganda is made on a 
very high level. People who are 
working in the main channels, 
we don’t really believe it. They 
have similar views to me. No 
more than 10%-20% of people 
are pro-Putin.”
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Chamber recently an-
nounced the establishment of a 
committee for gold and jewellery 
to be responsible for addressing 
obstacles facing this sector and 
working to develop it as it is con-
sidered one of the most impor-

tant economic sectors.
QC Board Member and 

Chairman of the Committee 
Naser bin Suleiman Al Haider 
presided over the committee’s 
first meeting at the chamber’s 
venue in the presence of other 
members.

Speaking at the meeting, 
Al Haider thanked QC Chair-

man HE Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Jassim Al Thani and the board 
of directors for the approval of 
the establishment of the com-
mittee, noting that it mainly 
aims to strengthen coordina-
tion with concerned bodies to 
solve any obstacles facing gold 
companies and work to develop 
this essential sector within the 

coming five years.
During the meeting, Ali Has-

san Al-Khalaf was elected vice-
chairman of the committee.

The meeting reviewed an 
overview of the committee, its 
vision, objectives, and work 
mechanisms. The committee 
agreed to prepare an electron-
ic form in Arabic and English 

languages to be sent to all 
members, gold firms and oth-
er related companies to learn 
about the obstacles facing this 
sector.

It also agreed that the gold 
sector shall be divided into 
three subsectors: the gold 
trade, the jewellery trade and 
the gold and jewellery factories.

QC forms committee for 
gold and jewellery sector

QNA
DOHA 

OOREDOO Group announced 
on Sunday that the Council 
Chamber of the Court of Cassa-
tion in Kuwait issued a decision 
rejecting the appeal and oblig-
ing the appellants to pay an 
amount of KD 43.817 million 
(roughly QR510 million), in fa-
vour of Ooredoo Kuwait.

A statement by the compa-
ny, posted on the Qatar Stock 
Exchange (QSE) website, stat-
ed that the ruling concerns the 
issue of the range of numbers 
in Case No. 859/2020.

The appeal was submit-
ted by Director General of the 

Communication and Informa-
tion Technology Regulatory 
Authority (CITRA) in his ca-
pacity as (appellant) and the 
Minister of Communications in 
his capacity as (appellant), the 
statement added.

The decision issued by 
the Kuwaiti judicial authority 
comes after the hearing of the 
appeal against the ruling issued 
in favour of the national mobile 
telecommunications company 
Ooredoo Kuwait.

Ooredoo Kuwait gets QR510 mn 
following Kuwaiti court ruling

Qatar Chamber Board Member and Gold and Jewellery Committee Chairman Naser bin Suleiman Al Haider presided over the committee’s first meeting at the chamber’s headquarters in the 
presence of other members.

QNA
BEIJING 

TRADE volume between 
China and Iran increased in 
January and February of 2023 
by 6 percent compared to the 
same period in 2022.

According to the latest sta-
tistics of the General Admin-
istration of Customs of China, 
the volume of trade with Iran 
amounted to $2.98 billion 
during the first two months       
of 2023.

The statistics also indicat-
ed that China exported goods 
to Iran worth $1.410 billion 
in January and February                                                      
of 2023.

QFCRA announces 
new framework for 
derivatives market

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE QFC Regulatory Author-
ity (QFCRA) on Sunday an-
nounced that it has developed 
and issued a new regulatory 
framework for listed deriva-
tives. The Derivatives Mar-
kets and Exchanges Rules 
2023 (DMEX) was launched 
following an extensive three-
month public consultation 
with investors and market 
participants.

The launch of DMEX 
means that the regulatory 
framework is now in place in 
the Qatar Financial Centre to 
allow for the establishment 
of a derivatives exchange and 
also a Central Clearing Coun-
terparty to ensure efficient 
settlement of trades and man-
agement of settlement risk.

Qatar Stock Exchange 
(QSE) welcomed the QF-
CRA’s announcement. QSE 
Acting Chief Executive Of-
ficer Abdulaziz Al Emadi 
said, “The launch of DMEX 
creates the necessary regula-
tory framework for QSE to 
move forward with its plans 
to establish a derivatives ex-
change and central clearing                             
counterparty.

The launch of the de-
rivatives exchange will be an 
important milestone in the 
development of the Qatar 

capital markets and Qatar’s 
ambition to move to devel-
oped market status. We are 
grateful to the QFCRA and 
its Board of Directors for all 
they have done to bring this 
to fruition.”

The establishment of the 
derivatives exchange will of-
fer investors the ability to 
trade cash-settled options 
and futures on individual 
stocks listed on the QSE and 
the QSE equity index that will 
be listed on the new deriva-
tives exchange.

QSE plans to establish 
both a derivatives exchange 
and a central clearing coun-
terparty in the QFC and re-
cently announced that it will 
partner with the London 
Stock Exchange Group to 
provide new trading, clear-
ing, and market surveillance 
technology.

QFCRA Chief Executive 
Officer Michael Ryan noted 
that the QFCRA looks for-
ward to working with the QSE 
to launch the new exchange.

The derivatives exchange 
will provide opportuni-
ties for investors to better 
manage and diversify their 
portfolios, and it will also 
provide local and regional 
financial institutions and 
brokers with new opportuni-
ties to grow and expand their 
business with clients.

AGENCIES 
LONDON 

THE sharp increase in gold 
prices — by $150 per troy ounce 
— over the past two weeks has 
been driven by an increase in 
fear-related demand, according 
to a report by Goldman Sachs.

The price of gold has risen 
to levels not registered since 
March 2020, on the back of 
banking and funding stress and 
a sharp rise in the market-im-
plied probability of a US reces-
sion next year, the investment 
bank said.

“The speed at which mar-
kets repriced a Fed pivot from 
100-basis-point tightening to 
50 bps in rate cuts by year-end 
has been unprecedented, lead-
ing to a spike in rates volatility 
to levels last seen in the depth 
of the 2008 financial crisis,” the 
report said.

“During the sell-off, gold 

outperformed risk assets such 
as equities or credit, turning it 
into an effective hedge in the 
risk-off rotation. Cyclical com-
modities like oil and base metals 
fell sharply.”

On Wednesday, the US Fed-
eral Reserve raised interest rates 
by a quarter of a percentage 
point after policymakers were 
faced with a banking crisis and 

elevated inflation.
Earlier this month, Fed 

chairman Jerome Powell sug-
gested that policymakers would 
probably return to aggressive 
rate rises, but the collapse of Sil-
icon Valley Bank and contagion 
fears ended that plan.

Financial markets are also 
facing escalating volatility de-
spite the news that Swiss bank 

UBS would acquire Credit Sui-
sse, resulting in risk appetite be-
ing sucked from markets.

The continuing turmoil in 
the banking sector has raised 
risk while the flight to safety 
amid the doom and gloom re-
sulted in gold — a traditional 
safe haven — surpassing $2,000 
a troy ounce for the first time 
since March 2022, when Russia 
invaded Ukraine.

The rally in gold prices is be-
ing fuelled partly by fears of grow-
ing contagion risk in the banking 
industry, as well as fundamental 
driving forces, according to Vijay 
Valecha, chief investment officer 
at Century Financial.

“The recent turmoil inflict-
ing US and European banks 
roiled global markets. A risk-
off sentiment has permeated 
the markets in its aftermath as 
investors wait for further clues 
about the extent of the crisis,” 
he said.

‘Fear-induced demand driving up gold prices’

China-Iran 
trade volume 
rises by 6%

SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

EXTENDING its rally to a 
third straight session, the Qa-
tari Stock index (QSE) gained 
119.98 points or 1.2 percent 
to close trading at 10,126.18 
points on Sunday.

Qatar’s stock market out-
performed other bourses in the 
Gulf region, as expectations of 
a pause in rate hikes by the US 
Federal Reserve lifted investor 
sentiment.

The Fed raised its main in-
terest rate by a quarter point 
on Wednesday but signalled it 
would consider a pause in light 
of banking system stresses.

Most Gulf central banks 
lifted their rates by a quarter 
percentage point on Wednes-
day, mirroring the Fed’s rate 
hike as their currencies are 
largely pegged to the dollar.

The index recorded an ad-
vance in all sectors, with the 
Gulf’s biggest lender Qatar Na-
tional Bank rising 3.1 percent 
and Qatar Islamic Bank adding 
2.7 percent.

The volume of shares trad-
ed increased to 177,269,768 
from 140,838,711 on Thursday 
and the value of shares de-
creased to QR346,927,365.116 
from QR428,226,415.15 on 
Thursday.

All the seven sectors closed 
in the positive territory. QSE 
Total Return Index added 1.20 
percent to 21,732.20, the QSE 
Al Rayan Islamic index gained 
0.99 percent to 4,490.04 
points and QSE All Share In-
dex increased 1.34 percent to 
3,391.85 points.

Qatar leads 
Gulf bourses 
higher on 
hopes of Fed 
rate pause

The price of gold has risen to levels not registered since March 2020, on 
the back of banking and funding stress and a sharp rise in the market-
implied probability of a US recession next year, 
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QIB rolls out ‘attractive’ auto 
finance offer for Ramadan

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THIS Ramadan, QIB custom-
ers can benefit from attractive 
profit rates when they purchase 
regular vehicles and environ-
ment-friendly electric or hy-
brid cars with an exclusive auto 
finance offer 

Qatar Islamic Bank (QIB) 
has announced the launch of its 
yearly Ramadan Auto Finance 
promotion for new and existing 
customers seeking to purchase 
regular, electric or hybrid cars. 
With fully Shari’a-compliant fi-
nance packages, customers can 
avail attractive profit rates and 
additional benefits during the 
holy month of Ramadan.

QIB has partnered with re-
puted automotive dealers and 
brands to offer special financ-
ing deals during Ramadan. 
Valid until April 30th of this 
year, the Auto Finance promo-
tion offers attractive financing 
options to customers who wish 
to buy a new or used vehicle. 

With fixed monthly install-
ments and no administration 
charges, customers can benefit 
from low reduced profit rates of 
5.75% on electric or hybrid ve-
hicles and starting from 6.25% 
on regular cars. Additionally, 
customers can get a free Re-
volve Credit Card for the first 
year as well as a 3 month-grace 
period and a complimentary 
subscription to QIB MyBook 
App.

Mr. D. Anand, QIB’s Gener-
al Manager – Personal Banking 
Group, said: “QIB is commit-
ted to achieving a positive so-
cial and environmental impact 
throughout the year and espe-

cially during the month of giv-
ing.  We are pleased to launch 
our exclusive Auto Finance of-
fer giving back to the commu-
nity during Ramadan and of-
fering highly competitive auto 
financing deals. 

In addition, introducing a 
lower profit rate offer for Green 
Finance during Ramadan reit-
erates our continuous efforts to 
integrate sustainability and en-
courage eco-friendly practices. 

In response to the growing 
demand of environmentally 
friendly choices, the Green Car 
Financing will help promote 
environmental consciousness 
and awareness about the ben-

efits of electric and hybrid ve-
hicles.”

As part of its commitment 
to environmental sustainabil-
ity, QIB strives to contribute to 
the accomplishment of global 
sustainable development goals 
and in implementing Environ-
mental, Social and Governance 
(ESG) standards. 

QIB has been taking part 
in the Environmental Sustain-
ability Program launched by 
the Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change aimed at 
providing guidance, recom-
mendations, and support to all 
sectors in Qatar for adopting 
sustainability strategies.

QFBA hosts session on future skills 
needed in accounting and finance

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Finance and Business 
Academy (QFBA) in collabo-
ration with Morgan Interna-
tional and IMA (Institute of 
Management Accountants) 
hosted a public information 
session ‘Accounting and Fi-
nance Skills of the Future’ 
dedicated to raise awareness 
of the future skills required to 
succeed and stand-out with a 
career in finance and account-
ing specially in preparing for 
the exams of the CIA, CMA 
and CFA certifications. 

The session also focused 
on addressing the miscon-
ception of the certifications 
being too hard and unachiev-
able by hearing from recent 
QFBA alumni who success-
fully achieved the CMA certi-
fication.

The info session provided 
participants with a compre-
hensive guide on how to stay 
ahead and be prepared for the 
CIA, CFA, and CMA exams by 
providing them with the nec-
essary tips and advice. 

The event had paid off by 
having more than 40 attend-
ees who had the opportunity 

to connect with the experts,  
Majed Abdulaziz Al-Khulaifi 
(Director of Professional 
Training - QFBA), Abdulaziz 
Al Kuwari (Certified CMA 
Professional – QFBA alumni) 
and Fadi Ganni (Chairman 
and Founder of Morgan Inter-
national) and get answers for 
their questions and doubts.

On this occasion, Majed 
Abdulaziz Al Khulaifi, Direc-
tor of Professional Training 
at Qatar Finance and Busi-
ness Academy said, “As part 
of QFBA’s mission, we are 
privileged to collaborate with 
leading international part-

ners such as Morgan Inter-
national and IMA to deliver 
these certification prepara-
tion programs and to provide 
Qatar’s financial services sec-
tor with a stream of capable 
professionals with the poten-
tial capacity to transform the 
economy.”

“Through programmes 
such as these, QFBA furthers 
its commitment to empower 
the nation’s human capital 
capabilities with an ultimate 
aim to become a key factor in 
the transformation of the fi-
nancial services sector in line 
with QNV 2030.”

The ‘Accounting and Finance Skills of the Future’ session sought to help those preparing for exams of the CIA, CMA and CFA certifications. 

G20: Energy security, 
climate change take 
centrestage in Chennai

AGENCIES

THE second G20 Framework 
Working Group (FWG) meet-
ing under India’s G20 Presi-
dency concluded in Chennai on 
March 25. During the meeting, 
delegates discussed and agreed 
on the way forward for impor-
tant deliverables, including 
those on macroeconomic con-
sequences of food and energy 
insecurity and climate changes 
as well as transition pathways, 
G20 said in the press release.

The two-day meeting was 
co-chaired by V Anantha Nag-
eswaran, Chief Economic Ad-
viser, Ministry of Finance and 
Clare Lombardelli, Chief Eco-
nomic Adviser, UK Treasury. 
Around 87 delegates from G20 
member countries, invitees, 
and international organiza-
tions attended the meeting.

G20 delegates also dis-
cussed the impact of climate 
change as part of a side event 
in Chennai. Sharing details 
regarding the meeting the of-
ficial account of India’s G20 
Presidency tweeted, “As part of 
the 2nd #FWG Meet, delegates 
discussed and agreed on the 
way forward for important de-
liverables, including those on 
macroeconomic consequences 
of food & energy insecurity and 
climate changes & transition 
pathways.” 

The Framework Working 
Group focuses on global mac-
roeconomic issues and deliber-
ates on how policy cooperation 
can be enhanced to achieve 
strong, sustainable, balanced, 
and inclusive growth (SSBIG), 
according to the G20 press re-
lease.

During the meeting held in 
Chennai, several international 
organizations, including the 
World Bank Group (WBG), 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), Interna-
tional Energy Agency (IEA), 
Network for Greening the Fi-
nancial System (NGFS) and 
Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development 
(OECD) made detailed techni-
cal presentations on these is-
sues to inform the FWG out-
comes.

The discussion on the glob-
al economic outlook and risks 
emphasised the need to con-
tinue efforts to manage global 
inflation and remain vigilant to 
emerging financial risks. G20 
delegates deliberated on how 
food and energy prices remain 
elevated in many nations, dis-

proportionately impacting vul-
nerable countries.

The discussions in the 
meeting also highlighted the 
difficult trade-offs countries 
face as they balance short-term 
energy security with long-term 
structural reforms for the tran-
sition to cleaner energy, ac-
cording to the press release.

Ensuring the availability 
and accessibility of critical min-
erals to facilitate a smoother 
transition as well as generating 
domestic savings to address in-
vestment needs and boost eco-
nomic growth for the transition 
were also discussed during the 
meeting.

On the sidelines of the FWG 
meeting, a panel discussion on 
the “Macroeconomic Impacts 
of Climate Change and Transi-
tion pathways” was also organ-
ised in collaboration with UAE 
which will hold the Presidency 
of COP28.

The session aimed to de-
velop a collective understand-
ing of the challenges facing 
countries during the climate 
transition and initiate a discus-
sion on the macroeconomics 
around climate policy action 
and transition pathways.

An outreach program 
with IIT Chennai and Madras 
School of Economics was also 
held in the run-up to the meet-
ing. The Chief Economic Ad-
viser interacted with students 
and researchers on India and 
the world economy, mainly 
focusing on India’s 2023 G20 
Presidency.

In order to make the digni-
taries experience the rich cul-
tural heritage of Tamil Nadu 
and the diverse cuisine, the 
delegates were hosted for ‘Ratri 
Bhoj Par Samvad’ (Conversa-
tion over Dinner). The dele-
gates also had the opportunity 
to experience the rich cultural 
heritage of Tamil Nadu during 
an excursion to a few landmark 
places in Chennai, according to 
the press release.

Reserve Bank of India 
also conducted a host of ‘Jan 
Bhagidari Events’. These in-
cluded a financial literacy pro-
gram in which several farm-
er-producer organizations, 
farmers, and self-help groups 
participated, followed by an 
awareness programme target-
ed at students, events for pro-
moting digital financial inclu-
sion among street vendors and 
enhancing inclusive finance by 
building awareness among the 
MSMEs entrepreneurs and ex-
porters

With fully Shari’a-
compliant finance 
packages, customers 
can avail attractive 
profit rates and 
additional benefits

Toyota launches 
C+walk S in Japan

AGENCIES

TOYOTA Motor Corp has re-
leased the C+walk S, a pedes-
trian-mobility-assistance mod-
el that is the second in the new 
C+walk mobility series. The 
C+walk S is available at rental 
and leasing stores.

In addition, Toyota has 
also improved the standing-
type model C+walk T as well as 
the C+pod. The C+walk T will 
go on sale in May as a model 
that can operate on sidewalks 
along public roads in compli-
ance with the revision of the 
Road Traffic Act that will take 
effect in April. C+pod became 
available for lease contracts on 
March 20.

Mobility for All Against a 
background of Japan’s aging 
population, it was reported in a 
survey that approximately 20% 
of those aged 75 or older listed 
100 m as the distance they 
could walk without difficulties. 
It was also reported that the 
percentage of those aged 75 or 
older who go out was 10% low-
er than those under the age of 
65, and those without a driver’s 
license go out approximately 
20% even less frequently. 
Physical ability tends to decline 
with age, which limits daily ac-
tivities such as shopping and 
going out.

Toyota has continued to 
provide customers with a vari-
ety of options to bring “Mobil-
ity for All.” It offers mobility 
options to suit each customer’s 
stage of life, from the C+pod, 
which can be used easily as 

local transportation, to the 
C+walk series, which can be 
used on sidewalks. At the heart 
of this approach is the creation 
of a better mobility society cen-
tered on people. Toyota intends 
to expand the spheres of activ-
ity of their users, support their 
independence, and bring joy to 
as many people as possible.

Toyota is also working with 
corporations and local govern-
ments to research a new busi-
ness model using the C+pod 
and C+walk series to address 
the needs of local communi-
ties together with Toyota deal-
ers. For example, in coopera-
tion with the local government, 
C+walk S has been used as a 
means to help residents and 
tourists move around Hanawa 
Town Station in Fukushima 
Prefecture since around April. 
Toyota will explore the potential 
of using these mobility vehicles 
to complement regional trans-
portation in order to achieve a 
better mobility society.

C+walk S is a pedestrian-mobility-
assistance model that is the sec-
ond in the new C+walk mobility 
series.
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MG Qatar, represented in Qatar by 
Auto Class Cars, has launched the first 
generation of MG Motor’s all-new MG 
ONE in a special ceremony in Doha. 
Available in three trims, the all-new 
2023 MG ONE will strengthen the 
British-born brand’s increasingly 
popular model portfolio, offering cus-
tomers even more style, technology 
and travelling comfort at great value 
prices.

The launching ceremony was held 
at the Education City Golf Club  by 
Frank Zauner, General Manager, Auto 
Class Cars, Zaher Janbih, MG Country 
Brand Manager, Ahmad Firoozi, Mar-
keting Manager at Auto Class Cars, 
VIP guests and members of media.

Sheikh Faleh bin Nawaf Al Thani, 
Managing Director of the Automo-
tive sector at NBK Group said: “Auto 
Class Cars and MG are continuing 
their prosperous journey in Qatar 
and upholding their prominent posi-
tion by presenting customers with the 
latest offerings from the brand. Our 
dedication to delivering exceptional 
customer service and adapting to the 
swift developments in the automotive 
industry remains steadfast. Our part-
nership with MG is a source of pride 
for us, as the brand has established a 
strong and dependable presence not 
just in Qatar, but also in the region 
and globally.”

Frank Zauner, General Manager, 
Auto Class Cars, said in the ceremony: 
“We are pleased to launch the the first 
generation of MG Motor’s all-new MG 
ONE, that represents a new milestone 
in our successful journey in Qatar. 
This car adopts a new concept based 
on all-new modular SIGMA architec-
ture platform and advanced technolo-
gy that’s real value to the driving expe-
rience. We are honoured to be one of 
the first MG dealers to launch this car 
in this region, a matter that reflects 
our leading position.”

The MG ONE harnesses the latest 
technology with the introduction of 
SAIC Motor’s self-developed all-new 
modular SIGMA architecture plat-
form, housing a 1.5 Turbo unit deliver-
ing 181hp and max. torque of 285Nm 
– powering the vehicle to a top speed 
of 195 km/h. All models are equipped 
with an innovative seven-speed Con-
tinuously Variable Transmission for 
smoother, more efficient gear changes 

and optimum reliability. The arrival of 
the MG’s newest SUV is set to help the 
brand reinforce its position in the top 
six Middle East car makers.

Tom Lee, Managing Director of 
MG Motor’s Middle East, commented: 
“The all-new MG ONE is the latest in 
our SUV offerings, which have pro-
pelled the MG brand into one of the 
most popular in the region. This tech-
focused compact SUV not only com-
plements our current product line-up 
but also provides customers with an 
exciting new option priced competi-
tively.”

The self-developed SIGMA archi-
tecture platform has been designed 
to optimise interior space, with up to 
70 percent efficiency. The architecture 
compresses the mechanical space to 
help balance the exterior and inte-
rior space. As an all-in-one modular 
platform, it can house a range of all-
electric, and hybrid powertrains, as 
well as regular internal combustion 
engines. This advanced electric archi-
tecture creates a smart car experience 
for MG’s new generation of vehicles.  

The all-new sporty mid-size SUV’s 
aggressive look is emphasised by a 
new three-dimension front grill, shift-
ing downwards, flanked by sharp-
looking LED headlamps. The MG 
ONE’s athletic look is highlighted 
through a dual-tone colour scheme, a 
low and wide stance, sloping roofline, 
giving it a couple-like silhouette, split 
rear protruding lights and a distinc-
tive sport spoiler with a cut-out. 

Designers of the all-new MG ONE 

emphasised the use of sound and light 
technology to create a high-tech cabin 
built for a new generation of tech-sav-
vy customers living in urban spaces. 
Through a unique surround-type trip 
screen, Arkamys sound system, dual-
coloured sports seating, and drive by 
wire gear system, providing a new 
smart experience for drivers and pas-
sengers. The aesthetically designed 
cabin is padded with soft materials 
to ensure total comfort for occupants 
during their journey. There are plenty 
of storage spaces and even a wireless 
mobile phone charger on top-of-the-
range models.

The impressive specification lev-
els include the availability of leather 
seats, a 12.3” virtual cluster panel with 
a trip computer, a six-way electric 
driver seat with lumbar support, four-
way electric passenger seats, a pano-
ramic sunroof, Apple CarPlay and An-
droid Auto, GPS navigation, as well as 
front, side and curtain airbags.

Cruise control, push-button igni-
tion, keyless entry, and a rear-view 
camera are all fitted as standard, with 
a 360-degree parking view camera on 
full option models, to give the driver 
full control and peace of mind on their 
journey. MG cars are renowned for 
featuring the latest safety technology 
and the all-new MG ONE is no differ-
ent. Occupant safety is prioritised by 
the installation of a body structure 
that comprises over 65 per cent high-
strength steel to minimise the im-
pact of any collision by absorbing the  
energy. 

MG Qatar launches all-new 
 MG ONE in spectacular event

All-new MG ONE is now available for sale at Auto Class Cars, the authorised general distributor of 
MG in Qatar.Completely new and stylish Sporty SUV offers a wide range of hi-tech features at great 
value for the urban customer. It is the first vehicle to use the in-house developed all-new modular 
SAIC Intelligent Global Modular Architecture platform. 
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European Union moves on clean  
tech: Subsidies up, free market down

EU imposes limits on imports from countries like China while unleashing subsidies and other financial incentives to ramp up home production

AGENCIES

THE European Union has pre-
sented plans to fundamentally 
revamp its policies on promot-
ing green technologies and 
dealing with critical raw ma-
terials, imposing limits on im-
ports from countries like China 
while unleashing subsidies and 
other financial incentives to 
ramp up home production.

The plans by the European 
Commission, the EU’s execu-
tive arm, are essential in mov-
ing toward a climate neutral 
economy, while also increasing 
the bloc’s strategic independ-
ence in a shifting world of geo-
political alliances.

To achieve its clean tech-
nology and strategic goals, the 
EU is making a major econom-
ic turn away from the decades 
of preaching the hands-off 
free-market economic gospel 
where any public policy input 
was considered meddling rem-
iniscent of a bygone age. Now, 
the plans again call for accom-
modating state aid, a guiding 
hand, and financial incentives 
as key ingredients to move 
from a fossil fuel to a green 
economy.

“The one mistake I think 
we’ve made — and the one mis-
take which would be old-fash-
ioned industry politics — would 
be to have no industry politics. 
And that’s what we had for too 
long in Europe, thinking that 
the market would take care 
of everything itself,” said EU 
Commission Vice President 
Frans Timmermans.

And eying China’s state-
managed economy, he said that 
Beijing has taken the lead in the 
green and clean tech sectors 
that will dominate the global 
economy. Now, the EU gets 
98% of its rare earth materials 
and 93% of magnesium from 
China. “We now understand 
that the strategic choices China 
made a decade ago are now 
coming home to roost. And we 
also have to make our own stra-
tegic decisions now for the dec-
ades to come.” The lynchpin in 
the proposal is a commitment 
to produce at least 40% of the 
clean tech needed by 2030 in 
the 27-nation bloc, while at the 

same time ensuring that not 
more than 65% of consumption 
of any strategic raw material 
comes from a single third coun-
try — in practice, often China.

On top of that, the plan 
foresees that financial incen-
tives from member states will 
be welcomed much more and 
get faster approval. “It’s not 
old-fashioned. It’s what you 
need to do when you’re in the 
middle of an industrial revolu-
tion.” Standing besides Tim-
mermans, the EU’s Internal 
Market Commissioner Thierry 
Breton could only say: “music 
to my ears.” The EU’s move 
also comes after the $375 bil-

lion U.S. Inflation Reduction 
Act of last summer, when Pres-
ident Biden pushed through an 
incentives-laden and America-
first clean energy law. After 
months of vehement protests 
on measures that would keep 
out EU products, the bloc has 
accepted a truce and Thurs-
day’s plans for the Net Zero In-
dustry Act and the Critical Raw 
Materials Act underscored that 
joining with a similar program 
was better than being beaten 
by it.

“I don’t agree at all on the 
fact that we lost the subsidy 
race,” said Breton. “This is why 
I said we are in motion ... And 

I believe this is what we did to-
day.” The plans still need to be 
approved by the EU’s 27 mem-
ber states and the parliament, a 
process that is set to take many 
months, perhaps over a year.

The stakes are massive. The 
EU estimates that by the end of 
the decade the clean technol-
ogy global market will be worth 
600 billion euros a year. Also 
that the deployment of renewa-
bles will quadruple by 2050, 
the use of heat pumps will in-
crease 6-fold by 2050, and that 
production of electric vehicles 
will increase 15-fold.

Because state aid and many 
incentives come from the 

member states themselves and 
the EU has to approve them 
through relaxed regulation, 
the plans did not present exact 
overall estimates.

At a geopolitical level, the 
stakes are no less great, and 
this is where the Critical Raw 
Materials Act comes in. Over-
all, these are used in anything 
from solar panels to heat 
pumps and electric cars.

With incentives, the EU 
Commission wants by the end 
of the decade that at least 10% 
of the consumption of strategic 
raw materials is locally mined 
and at least 40% locally pro-
cessed.

At the same time as seek-
ing to disengage from Chinese 
dependency by putting quotas 
on imports, the EU is seeking 
to build up a select Critical Raw 
Materials Club of alliances, 
with the likes of the United 
States and Canada, to further 
cement the Western bloc in an 
increasingly unstable global 
environment.

“We’re strengthening our 
cooperation with reliable trad-
ing partners globally to reduce 
the EU’s current dependencies 
on just one or a few countries,” 
European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen  
said.

European Commissioner for Internal Market Thierry Breton holds up raw materials after the weekly College of Commissioners meeting

‘What can we do?’ Millions in African countries need power
AGENCIES

FROM Zimbabwe, where many 
must work at night because it’s 
the only time there is power, to 
Nigeria where collapses of the 
grid are frequent, the reliable 
supply of electricity remains 
elusive across Africa.

The electricity shortages 
that plague many of Africa’s 54 
countries are a serious drain 
on the continent’s economic 
growth, energy experts warn.

In recent years South Af-
rica’s power generation has 
become so inadequate that the 
continent’s most developed 
economy must cope with roll-
ing power blackouts of eight to 
10 hours per day.

Africa’s sprawling cities 
have erratic supplies of elec-
tricity but large swaths of the 
continent’s rural areas have 
no power at all. In 2021, 43% 
of Africans about 600 million 
people lacked access to elec-
tricity with 590 million of them 
in sub-Saharan Africa, accord-
ing to the International Energy 
Agency.

Investments of nearly $20 
billion are required annually 
to achieve universal electrifi-
cation across sub-Saharan Af-
rica, according to World Bank 
estimates. Of that figure nearly 
$10 billion is needed annually 
bring power and keep it on in 
West and Central Africa.

There are many reasons for 
Africa’s dire delivery of elec-
tricity including ageing infra-
structure, lack of government 
oversight and a shortage of 
skills to maintain the national 

grids, according to Andrew 
Lawrence, an energy expert at 
the Witwatersrand University 
Business School in Johannes-
burg.

A historical problem is that 
many colonial regimes built 
electrical systems largely re-
served for the minority white 
population and which exclud-
ed large parts of the Black pop-
ulation.Today many African 
countries rely on state-owned 
power utilities.

Much attention has focused 
in the past two years on the 

Western-funded “Just Energy 
Transition,” in which France, 
Germany, the United King-
dom, the United States and the 
European Union are offering 
funds to help poorer countries 
move from highly polluting 
coal-fired power generation 
to renewable, environmental-
ly-friendly sources of power. 
Africa as a region should be 
among the major beneficiaries 
in order to expand electricity 
access on the continent and 
improve the struggling power 
grids, said Lawrence.

“The transition should tar-
get rural access and place at 
the forefront the electrification 
of the continent as a whole. 
This is something that is tech-
nically possible,” he said.

The Western powers vowed 
to make $8.5 billion avail-
able to help South Africa move 
away from its coal-fired power 
plants, which produce 80% of 
the country’s power.

As a result of its depend-
ence upon coal, South Africa 
is among the top 20 highest 
emitters of planet-warming 

greenhouse gases in the world 
and accounts for nearly a third 
of all of Africa’s emissions, ac-
cording to experts.

South Africa’s plan to move 
away from coal, however, is 
hampered by its pressing need 
to produce as much power as 
possible each day.

The East African nation 
of Uganda for years has also 
grappled with power cuts de-
spite massive investment in 
electricity generation.

Nigeria, Africa’s most 
populous country, has grap-
pled with an inadequate power 
supply for many years, gen-
erating just 4,000 megawatts 
though the population of more 
than 210 million people needs 
30,000 megawatts, say ex-
perts. The oil-rich but energy-
poor West African nation has 
ramped up investments in the 
power sector but endemic cor-
ruption and mismanagement 
have resulted in little gains.

In Zimbabwe, electricity 
shortages that have plagued 
the country for years have 
worsened as the state author-
ity that manages Kariba, the 
country’s biggest dam, has lim-
ited power generation due to 
low water levels.

Successive droughts have 
reduced Lake Kariba’s level so 
much that the Kariba South 
Hydro Power Station, which 
provides Zimbabwe with about 
70% of its electricity, is cur-
rently producing just 300 meg-
awatts, far less than its capac-
ity of 1,050 megawatts.

Zimbabwe’s coal-fired pow-
er stations that also provide 

some electricity have become 
unreliable due to aging infra-
structure marked by frequent 
breakdowns. This means that 
Harare barber Omar Chienda 
never knows when he’ll have 
the power needed to run his 
electric clippers.

“What can we do? We just 
have to wait until electricity 
is back but most of the time 
it comes back at night,” said 
Chienda, a 39-year-old father 
of three. “That means I can’t 
work, my family goes hun-
gry.” In Nigeria’s capital city 
of Abuja, restaurant owner Fa-
vour Ben, 29, said she spends 
a large part of her monthly 
budget on electricity bills and 
on petrol for her generator, but 
adds that she gets only an aver-
age of 7 hours of power daily.

“It has been very difficult, 
especially after paying your 
electricity bill and they don’t 
give you light.” said Ben. “Most 
times, I prepare customers’ 
orders but if there is no light 
(power for a refrigerator), it 
turns bad the next day I have 
lost money for that.” Business-
es in Nigeria suffer an annual 
loss of $29 billion as a result 
of unreliable electricity, the 
World Bank said, with provid-
ers of essential services often 
struggling to keep their opera-
tions afloat on generators.

As delegates gathered 
in Cape Town this month to 
discuss Africa’s energy chal-
lenges, there was a resound-
ing sentiment that drawn-out 
power shortages on the conti-
nent had to be addressed ur-
gently. 

High tension power lines pass through Makoko slum in Lagos, Nigeria



Saka stars as England stroll past Ukraine 2-0
STATS PERFORM/DPA

LONDON 

BUKAYO Saka was instrumen-
tal and Harry Kane was again 
on target as England strolled to 
a 2-0 win over Ukraine in Euro 
2024 qualifying.

Having become England’s 
all-time leading scorer in the 
2-1 win over Italy in Naples 
on Thursday, Kane broke the 
deadlock in the 37th minute at 
Wembley Stadium on Sunday.

England’s captain converted 
a superb cross from Saka, who 
then put the hosts in complete 
command three minutes later.

A comeback was never on 
the cards after the Arsenal 
star’s long-range effort, with 
England firmly in control of 
Group C with six points from 
two games.  

England had struggled to 
break down Ukraine before Saka 
produced a whipped delivery 
to the far post, where Kane was 
waiting to fire into the bottom-
left corner with aplomb.

After teeing up the first, Saka 

then produced a second out of 
nothing, bending the ball magnif-
icently into the top-right corner.

Ukraine were improved in 
the second half, but did not even 
manage a corner until the 73rd 
minute, illustrating England’s 
comfort in seeing out the victory.

England withdrew Kane 
late on to hand Ivan Toney his 
England debut, and Gareth 
Southgate will surely have sev-
eral opportunities to introduce 
new faces if his side’s qualifying 
campaign continues in this se-
rene fashion.

Toney’s fellow substitute 
Conor Gallagher forced a smart 
stop out of Anatolii Trubin be-
fore Harry Maguire headed 
over and Jack Grealish went 
close, with the only frustration 
for England being a failure to 
add further gloss with a third.

OOREDOO CUP: Al Duhail expecting a tough  
final against Umm Salal, says Nam Tae-hee

TOP favourite Primoz Roglic took overall victory in the Tour of Catalonia on 
Sunday. The Slovenian was six seconds ahead of road world champion 
and final stage winner Remco Evenepoel in Barcelona, adding to his victo-
ry in the Tirreno-Adriatico earlier this month. His successes in both races 
put him in good stead for the Giro d’Italia in May. The three-time Vuelta 
champion is set to skip July’s Tour de France however, with his Jumbo-
Visma team focusing on defending champ Jonas Vingegaard. (DPA)

Slovenian cycling star Roglic wins in Catalonia
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THE Ooredoo Cup 2022-23 fi-
nal against Umm Salal, to be 
played on Tuesday at the Jassim 
Bin Hamad Stadium, won’t be a 
cakewalk for Al Duhail, says the 
Red Knights’ Nam Tae-hee. 

Addressing a pre-match me-
dia conference on Sunday, the 
attacking midfielder of Al Duhail 
stressed that Umm Salal would 
be keen to prove their worth hav-
ing beaten Al Arabi and made the 
final. “The final will not be easy 
though our goal is to win the cup. 
We are expecting a difficult game 
against a motivated team that 
succeeded in proving its worth 
and deserved to reach this stage 
and after beating Al Arabi in the 
semi-final. Their players will also 
be focused on winning the title,” 
he said.

Al Duhil beat a top side Al 
Sadd in the semis and Tae-hee 
stressed that there won’t be 
any let up. We will take to the 
field with the same ambition 

as Umm Salal. We have the de-
termination, seriousness and 
desire to win our first title in 
the season. We will do every-
thing required to win this title 

and make our fans happy, es-
pecially since we succeeded in 
leading our group and in the 
semi-final we beat a fierce com-
petitor in Al Sadd. Now, we are 

a step away from winning the 
cup and that is an important 
incentive for us.

“Our team is progressing 
well. We are now at the top of 

QNB Stars League standings 
and we have also reached the fi-
nal of Qatar Cup 2023. We have 
the Ooredoo Cup final and quar-
ter-finals of HH Amir Cup and 

this indicates that Al Duhail are 
a fierce competitor in all tourna-
ments during the season.

“We expect our fans’ support 
and presence in the final. It will 
greatly boost our morale, so we 
can taste our first title this sea-
son,” the South Korean added.

Umm Salal Al Bakhit says 
Umm Salal eyeing the Cup
Meanwhile, Umm Salal’s Yas-
sin Al Bakhit, who scored the 
match-winner in the dying 
moments his team’s semi-final 
against Al Arabi, said his team 
is now eyeing the title.

“Reaching the final is a big 
and important step. We hope 
to win the title. We are ready to 
face Al Duhail with great spirit 
and morale, and we know fully 
that they are a strong team and 
we respect them very much. We 
can get the title this season in 
view of the great support from 
the club’s management headed 
by His Excellency Sheikh Ab-
dulaziz bin Abdulrahman Al 
Thani,” he said.

Bagnaia completes Portimao MotoGP 
double after Marquez crashes out

STATS PERFORM/DPA

FRANCESCO Bagnaia made it 
a perfect start to the MotoGP 
season by winning the Portu-
guese Grand Prix after Marc 
Marquez crashed out.

Bagnaia was victorious in 
the inaugural MotoGP sprint 
race on Saturday and the reign-
ing champion crossed the line 
first again in Portimao a day 
later.

The Ducati rider started in 
second place behind Marquez, 
but the Spaniard’s race came to 
an early end when he lost con-
trol and collided with Miguel 
Oliveira.

“It was very long race, I’m 
very happy,” Bagnaia said. “We 
started as I wanted, how the 
team wanted.”

Oliveira had taken an early 
lead after starting in fourth 
place on home soil, but Mar-
quez’s mistake left him heading 
for the medical tent for a check-
up after he was sent flying off 
his bike at Turn 3.

It was subsequently con-
firmed six-time world cham-
pion Marquez had suffered a 
fractured first metacarpal bone 
in his right hand.

Italian Bagnaia took over at 
the front on lap two following 
moves on Oliveira and Jorge 
Martin, then went on to com-
plete a double ahead of Maver-
ick Vinales.

Marco Bezzecchi joined 

his compatriot Bagnaia on the 
podium by taking third place, 
with Johann Zarco nipping in 
to take fourth in the closing 
stages ahead of Alex Marquez.

Martin crashed out with 
five laps to go at Turn 2 as Bag-
naia took command and made 
it a dream start to the defence 
of his title. 
Portuguese GP 
Results 
1 Francesco Bagnaia (Ita) Ducati 
41mins 25.401secs
2 Maverick Vinales (Spa) Aprilia 
+0.687secs
3 Marco Bezzecchi (Ita) Ducati 
+2.726
4 Johann Zarco (Fra) Ducati 
+8.060
5 Alex Marquez (Spa) Ducati 
+8.125
6 Brad Binder (Rsa) KTM +8.247
7 Jack Miller (Aus) KTM +8.381
8 Fabio Quartararo (Fra) Yamaha 
+8.543
9 Aleix Espargaro (Spa) Aprilia 
+9.294
10 Alex Rins (Spa) Honda 
+11.591
Overall standings
1 Francesco Bagnaia (Ita) 37pts
2 Maverick Vinales (Spa) 25
3 Marco Bezzecchi (Ita) 16
4 Johann Zarco (Fra) 15
4= Jack Miller (Aus) 15
6 Alex Marquez (Spa) 12
7 Aleix Espargaro (Spa) 11
8 Brad Binder (Rsa) 10
9 Jorge Martin (Spa) 9
10 Fabio Quartararo (Fra) 8.

Ducati Italian rider Francesco Bagnaia celebrates on the podium win-
ning the MotoGP race of the Portuguese Grand Prix at the Algarve Inter-
national Circuit in Portimao on Sunday. (AFP)

Honda Spanish rider Marc Marquez falls after crashing with Aprilia Por-
tuguese rider Miguel Oliveira (out of frame) at the Algarve International 
Circuit in Portimao on Sunday. (AFP)

England’s midfielder Bukayo Saka scores his team’s second goal during the UEFA Euro 2024 Group C qualifi-
cation match against Ukraine at Wembley Stadium in London on Sunday. (AFP)

Deschamps backs Mbappe 
for more records, wary  
of Ireland’s Ferguson

STATS PERFORM/DPA
PARIS 

DIDIER Deschamps expects Ky-
lian Mbappe to continue break-
ing France records but knows 
a Republic of Ireland generation 
inspired by teenage talisman 
Evan Ferguson pose a threat.

Les Bleus thrashed the 
Netherlands 4-0 in their open-
ing Euro 2024 qualifier and 
will be confident of claiming 
another three points in Dublin 
on Monday.

New captain Mbappe hit a 
double against the Dutch, taking 
him to 38 international goals 
and fifth on France’s all-time 
scoring charts - just three shy of 
the great Michel Platini (41).

Mbappe has scored half of 
those in his last 16 outings, as 
many as in his first 51 games, 
Deschamps suggests there is no 
limit for the 24-year-old.

“It’s Kylian, he’s full of am-
bition. When he reaches one, 
he has another to reach,” Des-
champs said at a press confer-
ence. He reached and exceeded 
quite a few very early on. He has 
that in him. He has a driving role 
compared to the whole group.

“He will do everything to 
get there, he will need the oth-
ers, but it’s Kylian.” 

France have won their last 
four qualifying matches, for 
both the World Cup and Euros, 
by an aggregate score of 16-0.

Les Bleus have not man-
aged five qualifying victories 
without conceding since doing 
so between November 1981 
and December 1984, but they 
face an Ireland side buoyed by 
a young prospect of their own.

Ferguson scored on his first 
international start in a 3-2 win 
over Latvia and could become 
the first Ireland player to net 
in consecutive appearances be-
fore turning 19.

The Brighton and Hove Al-
bion striker has been a hot topic 
of discussion, with Deschamps 
acknowledging the danger the 
18-year-old might offer.

“It goes back to [Euro] 
2016. I remember that we were 
trailing 1-0 [in the round of 16 
before winning 2-1] and that it 
was complicated,” Deschamps 
said.

“But there is a new genera-
tion with Ferguson. It is always 
very difficult to compare.” Ire-
land have lost just three of their 
last 30 Euros qualifying games 
(W14 D13) and are unbeaten in 
their last 14 on home soil (W8 
D6), including play-off fixtures.

That strong home form 
is a factor Deschamps 
knows France must deal with.

He continued: “They are a 
technical team. From what I 
have seen, they use less direct 
play and long balls. It will be a 
different game, with the crowd 
pushing as well.

France’s striker Kylian Mbappe speaks with France’s head coach Didier 
Deschamps during a France football team training session at Aviva Sta-
dium in Dublin, Ireland, on Sunday, the eve of their Euro 2024 qualifier 
against Republic of Ireland. (AFP)



DPA 
BERLIN 

JOSELU was in dreamland af-
ter scoring twice on his Spain 
debut to help La Roja beat Nor-
way 3-0 in Malaga on Saturday.

New head coach Luis de la 
Fuente named a somewhat un-
familiar squad ahead of their 
two opening Euro 2024 qualifi-
ers as he began his tenure after 
replacing Luis Enrique.

Joselu’s call-up was long 
overdue in the eyes of many, 
given he had reached double 

figures for LaLiga goals in each 
of the previous three seasons.

He was introduced at La 
Rosaleda in the second half 
with Spain stuttering uncon-
vincingly towards a 1-0 win, 
but he scored twice to put the 
game to bed.

As such, he became the old-
est debutant to score for Spain 
since September 2006, two 
days before his 33rd birthday, 
and he was left in disbelief.

“The truth is that I still 
don’t believe it,” he told TVE. 
“This is everything a player can 

have and in the end, the daily 
work has had its reward.

“I think I would especially 
like to thank my wife and my 
children, and my mother, who 
have come here today.

“The truth is that I am not 
believing it.” Joselu was also 
Spain’s oldest debutant since 
2006, with De la Fuente opting 
to pick a few somewhat unfash-
ionable options who were large-
ly neglected by his predecessor.

The striker subsequently 
paid tribute to De la Fuente for 
giving him the opportunity.

“I thank him for everything, 
being here, trusting me, being 
on the first list,” he said.

“I think I have responded 
more than enough.

“Age doesn’t matter to me 
because I feel like a kid, I feel 
like an 18-year-old kid. I want 
to enjoy this; I want to hug my 
family because today is an in-
credible day.” Joselu may feel 
he has done enough to earn 
a maiden start next time out, 
when Spain are set to face 
Scotland at Hampden Park on 
Tuesday.

Denmark suffer ‘embarrassing’ 
collapse against Kazakhstan

Boufal shines as Morocco stun Brazil with 2-1 win

Kimmich’s veiled Bayern criticism 
overshadows strong Germany restart

DPA 
BERLIN

DENMARK threw away a 2-0 
lead to lose 3-2 in Kazakhstan 
and suffer an early blow in 
Euro 2024 qualifying.

Kasper Hjulmand’s side 
were semi-finalists at the last 
Euros and were handed a rela-
tively kind draw for this quali-
fying campaign, beating Fin-

land 3-1 in Thursday’s opener.
Atalanta sensation Rasmus 

Hojlund scored a hat-trick in 
that game and then grabbed 
another two goals in the first 
half on Sunday, seemingly set-
ting up another routine win.

But Baktiyor Zainutdi-
nov pulled one back from the 
penalty spot with 17 minutes 
to play, and Kazakhstan were 
back level through captain 

Askhat Tagybergen’s spectacu-
lar long-range strike four min-
utes from time.

That was not the end of the 
scoring as substitute Abat Aim-
betov nodded the winner, al-
though he was sent off in stop-
page time.

Denmark will surely still 
back themselves to come 
through the group - particu-
larly if Hojlund maintains his 

remarkable form - but this was 
an unexpected setback.

Captain Simon Kjaer told 
TV2: “It is embarrassing. We 
win and lose together. Today 
we lose together. You cannot be 
2-0 up and lose 2-3.

You cannot. I don’t know 
what it was.   “We must take 
responsibility for the criticism 
that will come. And then we 
must move on.”

DPA 
BERLIN

BRAZIL’S first game under 
interim boss Ramon Menezes 
ended in defeat as Morocco 
claimed a 2-1 win in Tangier.

Menezes is in temporary 
charge after Tite’s reign ended 
in the quarter-finals of last 
year’s World Cup.

And his debut in the Sele-
cao dugout proved a frustrating 
one against the surprise World 
Cup semi-finalists, as Brazil 
saw several chances go begging 
and were ultimately undone 
by Abdelhamid Sabiri’s 79th-
minute winner.

Sofiane Boufal had ini-
tially put Morocco ahead, with 
Casemiro levelling for Brazil 
courtesy of Yassine Bounou’s 
dismal error before Sabiri de-
lighted the home crowd Brazil 

wasted a gilt-edged chance in 
the 13th minute when Rony 
fired over from point-blank 
range and was again frustrated 
as, after Noussair Mazraoui 
fired narrowly wide from the 
edge of the box at the other 
end, Yassine Bounou pulled off 
a remarkable double save.

Having inexplicably passed 
the ball straight to Rony, Bou-
nou denied him and Andrey 
Santos in quick succession, and 
his flushes were spared again 
when he sliced an attempted 
clearance straight to Vinicius 
Junior to lob home, only for the 
Real Madrid man to be denied 
by the offside flag.

That reprieve was made all 
the more important when Bou-
fal tucked into the bottom left 
corner on the turn after linking 
up superbly with Bilal El Khan-
nouss.  A Rodrygo volley drew 

an eye-catching Bounou save 
three minutes after the restart 
but the Morocco keeper was fi-

nally left red-faced in the 67th 
minute when he allowed Ca-
semiro’s tame long-range effort 

to squirm under his body.
Sabiri would not allow 

Bounou’s error to be decisive, 
though, and he lashed a vol-
ley in off the underside of the 
crossbar to seal victory with an 
emphatic finish.

Menezes picked a much-
changed squad for this game 
featuring a host of uncapped 
players, but the mix of inex-
perience and established stars 
like Casemiro and Vinicius did 
not pay off as the Selecao paid 
the price for failing to take their 
chances.

For Morocco, this victory 
was another demonstration of 
the fortitude and international 
pedigree that was on show at 
the World Cup.

Brazil finished the game 
with an xG of 1.42 compared 
to 0.63 for Morocco. The bet-
ter openings consistently fell 
the way of Brazil, but Morocco 
were rewarded for cutting edge 
the Selecao lacked.

Bounou committed one er-
ror leading to a goal and was 
fortunate not to be the cause 
of at least one more for Brazil, 
but he recovered brilliantly to 
atone for his misplaced pass 
in the first half and his hor-
ror show for Brazil’s equaliser 
eventually proved immaterial.

Morocco host Peru on 
Tuesday. Brazil are not in ac-
tion again in this international 
window.

DPA 
MAINZ, GERMANY 

GERMANY easily won their 
first match since their World 
Cup humbling and seem to have 
finally found a striker, but all 
fans were talking about in the 
aftermath was captain Joshua 
Kimmich’s comments on Bay-
ern Munich’s coaching change.

Bayern’s decision to sack 
Julian Nagelsmann and re-
place him with Thomas Tuchel 
dominated the build-up to Ger-
many’s 2-0 friendly win over 
Peru in Mainz on Saturday, 
where 30-year-old Niclas Fül-
lkrug scored twice to make it 
five goals in his first five inter-
nationals.

Kimmich, Germany captain 

with Manuel Neuer injured and 
Thomas Müller rested, hailed 
Füllkrug and the first-half per-
formance of Hansi Flick’s side 
as they start their rebuild for 
Euro 2024 at home.

But when he was asked 
about the tumultuous changes 
at club side Bayern so late in a 
season, he told ZDF: “Of course 
it’s strange.

“At the end of the day that’s 
the way the business is, little 
love, little heart. We have to 
learn to deal with it and also live 
with the decision.” 

His Germany and Bayern 
team-mate Leon Goretzka was 
equally outspoken when dis-
cussing his “shock” at the deci-
sion, making clear that he had 
wanted Nagelsmann to stay, 

with Bayern still in the running 
for a treble.

“It is amazing in this busi-
ness how quickly something like 
that can happen,” he said. 

“We have developed an ex-
tremely close relationship with 
Julian.” Media reports have 
suggested Nagelsmann was 
close to younger players such as 
Kimmich and Goretzka but that 
older stars such as Neuer, 36, 
and Müller, 33, were fed up with 
a 35-year-old barking orders.

Flick said the upheaval at 
his former club had had no real 
impact on his squad and he 
plans just “one or two” rotations 
for Tuesday’s friendly in Co-
logne against Belgium, whom 
he labelled “another calibre” of 
opponents compared to Peru.
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‘Still don’t believe it!’: Joselu basks in unforgettable Spain debut 

Players from Kasakhstan celebrates after winning the UEFA Euro 2024 Group H qualification against Denmark in Astana on Sunday. (AFP)

Morocco’s forward Sofiane Boufal controls the ball during a friendly 
match between against Brazil at the Ibn Batouta Stadium in Tangier  
on Sunday. (AFP)

Spain’s forward Joselu (right) celebrates with Spain’s forward Yeremy 
Pino after scoring a goal during the UEFA Euro 2024 Group A  
qualification match against Norway in Malaga on Saturday. (AFP)

Man City’s Foden to  
miss Liverpool game  

after appendix removed
AGENCIES

LONDON 

MANCHESTER City’s Phil 
Foden will miss Saturday’s 
home Premier League game 
against Liverpool after having 
surgery to remove his appen-
dix, BBC.com reported.

He was ruled out of Eng-
land’s 2-0 win against Ukraine 
in Euro 2024 qualifying on Sun-
day shortly before the game.

The midfielder, 22, had 
surgery in London after a bout 
of acute appendicitis and now 
faces a spell on the sidelines to 
recover. “Phil will now return 
to Manchester to begin reha-
bilitation,” City said.

The club statement added: 
“He will not be fit for this week-
end’s Premier League game 
at home to Liverpool and it is 
unclear at this stage how long 
he will be unavailable for.” The 

Premier League champions 
face a busy period as they com-
pete on three fronts.

City are eight points behind 
Premier League leaders Arse-
nal, with a game in hand.

They have five league 
games in April, including a 
meeting with the Gunners at 
Etihad Stadium on 26 April.

Pep Guardiola’s side also 
face Bayern Munich in the first 
leg of their Champions League 
quarter-final on 11 April, and 
take on Sheffield United in the 
FA Cup semi-finals on 22 April.

While City did not give a 
timeline for Foden’s recovery, 
the National Health Service web-
site says people who have ap-
pendix surgery “should be able 
to return to normal activities in 
a couple of weeks, although you 
may need to avoid more strenu-
ous activities for four to six weeks 
after open surgery”.

England’s midfielder Phil Foden (second left) in Enfield, north London, 
during a training session on Saturday. (AFP)

Koeman after ‘as many goals 
as possible’ against Gibraltar

DPA 
AMSTERDAM

RONALD Koeman is targeting 
“as many goals as possible” in 
Monday’s Euro 2024 qualifier 
against minnows Gibraltar to get 
his side’s heavy loss to France 
out of their system.

The Netherlands were 
thumped 4-0 by Les Bleus on 
Friday in their opening Group B 
match and the first game of Koe-
man’s second spell in charge of 
the national side.

The Oranje have a quick 
turnaround in games as they 
welcome Gibraltar - ranked 
200th in the world - to De Kuip 
three days after such a crushing 
loss, and Koeman is hoping for a 
big victory.

“From the first minute until 
the 97th we must do everything 
to score as many goals as pos-
sible,” he said at Sunday’s pre-
match press conference. “We 
have to keep going.

“We know Gibraltar will de-
fend with a lot of men, but hope-
fully we can get a quick goal. Our 

attacking line-up will be very 
important.” Koeman opted for a 
4-3-3 formation against France 
and, while not ruling out a switch 
to 5-3-2 against certain sides, he 
has faith in the current system.

“The France game was a one-
off,” he said. “I have no doubt for 
a second that we should have 
done things differently in the last 
game.

It will get better; I am con-
vinced of that.

“It will take time before we 
see what we want. This is what 
we have training sessions for.” 
The Netherlands’ loss to France 
was only their second by a four-
goal margin against any oppo-
nent in the past 60 years, the 
other also coming against Les 
Bleus in August 2017.

Ronald Koeman

For Morocco, this victory 
was another demonstration 
of the fortitude and  
international pedigree  
that was on show at  
the World Cup.
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THE TOYOTA GAZOO Rac-
ing (TGR) World Rally Team 
scored a superb victory and 
double podium finish at Rally 
Mexico with Sebastien Ogier 
becoming the undisputed mas-
ter of the gravel event in the 
No. 17 GR YARIS Rally1 Hybrid 
Electric Vehicle after his record 
seventh win.

In the FIA World Rally 
Championship’s first trip to 
the high-altitude stages in the 
mountains above Leon since 
2020, the team performed 
strongly to lock out three of 
the top four positions in a 
thrilling conclusion that also 
saw Elfyn Evans finish third 
in the No. 33 GR YARIS Rally1 
Hybrid Electric Vehicle and 
Kalle Rovanpera fourth in the 
No. 69 GR YARIS Rally1 Hy-
brid Electric Vehicle.

Having led from the first 
stage of Saturday morning, 
Ogier and co-driver Vincent 
Landais came into Sunday’s 
finale with a lead of 35.8 sec-
onds. This cushion allowed 
them to take a safe approach to 
the morning’s stages, which in-
cluded the longest of the week-
end, the 35.63 kilometre-long 
Otates.

Ogier then delivered an in-
credible performance to seal 
the victory with the fastest 
time on the rally-ending Power 
Stage in the No. 17 GR YARIS 

Rally1 Hybrid Electric Vehicle, 
securing a maximum score that 
puts him top of the champion-
ship standings by three points 
despite having contested only 
two of the three events held so 
far.

Akio Toyoda, President 
of Toyota Motor Corporation 

and TGR Team Founder, said, 
“Sebastien, congratulations on 
your latest consecutive win in 
Mexico! Vincent, congratula-
tions on your first victory there! 
This was the first Rally Mexico 
with the GR YARIS Rally1 Hy-
brid Electric Vehicle, and I 
think the crews were able to 

drive with confidence in their 
engines thanks to the Denso 
radiator team’s ‘Rei-kyaku 
Damashii’ – the special name 
for their devotion to cooling, or 
‘Cooling Spirit’. 

“I would like to express my 
appreciation for their strong 
support and partnership with 

us. Elfyn, Scott, congratula-
tions on your first podium of 
the season! The whole team 
will continue ever- better car-
making for you.” 

Over the years, Toyota has 
been participating in many dif-
ferent forms of motorsports, 
 including Formula One, the 
World Endurance Champion-
ship (WEC), and the Nurbur-
gring 24  Hours endurance 
race. Toyota’s participation 
in these events was overseen 
by separate  entities within 
the company until April 2015, 
when Toyota established TGR, 
 to consolidate all of its mot-
orsport’s activities under one 
in-house brand. Representing 

 Toyota’s belief that ‘the roads 
build the people, and the peo-
ple build the cars,’ TGR high-
lights the role of motorsports 
as a fundamental pillar of 
Toyota’s commitment to  mak-
ing ‘ever-better’ cars. Harness-
ing years of experience gained 
under the extreme  conditions 
of various motorsports events, 
TGR aims to forge new  tech-
nologies and solutions that 
bring the freedom, adventure, 
and joy of driving to everyone.

The WRC championship 
resumes with the Croatia Ral-
ly from April 20-23. The first 
pure asphalt round of the sea-
son, the rally will take place in 
the capital city, Zagreb.

GR YARIS Rally1 Hybrid Electric Vehicles claim two podium spots, set stage for promising WRC season ahead

Spectacular victory for Toyota Gazoo Racing at Rally Mexico

Nat Sciver-Brunt helps Mumbai Indians 
beat Delhi Capitals to win WPL title
AGENCIES

MUMBAI Indians were 
crowned champions of the 
inaugural Women’s Premier 
League with a seven-wicket 
win over Delhi Capitals.

England’s Nat Sciver-
Brunt scored 60 not out as 
Mumbai reached their target 
of 132 with three balls to spare.

Needing five from the last 
over, Sciver-Brunt hit the third 
ball for four to seal victory.

Delhi recovered from 79-9, 
with Hayley Matthews taking 
3-5, to eventually post 131-9 
from their 20 overs.

In front of a raucous 
crowd at the Brabourne Sta-
dium in Mumbai, Meg Lan-
ning’s Delhi won the toss and 
chose to bat, but were in early 
trouble at 35-3 as England 
bowler Issy Wong took three 
wickets.

Lanning and Marizanne 
Kapp added 38 for the fourth 
wicket but Delhi unravelled 
in a collapse of six wickets for 
just six runs, slipping from 
73-3 to 79-9.

But an unbroken 10th-
wicket stand of 52 in 24 balls 
between Shikha Pandey and 
Radha Yadav, who both made 
27, steered Delhi out of dan-
ger.

Mumbai stuttered late in 
their chase when captain Har-
manpreet Kaur was run out 
for 37 in the 17th over after a 
crucial partnership of 72 with 
Sciver-Brunt.

But Amelia Kerr’s calm 
14 not out supported Sciver-
Brunt, who hit the winning 
runs with a ramp for four off 
England team-mate Alice 
Capsey.

All-rounder Sciver-Brunt 
was the second-most expen-
sive buy of the WPL behind 
India batter Smriti Mand-
hana, and she made sure to 

justify her price tag with 132 
unbeaten runs across both the 
eliminator and the final.

Dehli were fired up de-
fending their low total, and 
had Mumbai wobbling with 
the two early wickets of open-
ers Matthews and Yastika 
Bhatia.

But Sciver-Brunt absorbed 
all pressure, seeming to block 
out the noise of the vibrant 
crowd, and started cautiously 

with eight from 19 balls.
The run-rate crept up 

gradually but she remained 
calm to be there at the end, 
hitting seven fours in her in-
nings and found valuable sup-
port in Kerr.

With 21 runs needed from 
the final two overs, Kerr hit 
two vital fours in the 19th 
over to ease any Mumbai 
nerves.

It completed a fine day for 

the New Zealand all-rounder 
who also took 2-18, but went 
under the radar among Sciver-
Brunt and Matthews’ remark-
able performances.

The result also added to 
former England captain Char-
lotte Edwards’ reputation as 
a coach, after multiple suc-
cesses with Southern Vipers, 
leading Southern Brave to 
successive Hundred finals and 
taking Sydney Sixers to the fi-

nal of Australia’s Women’s Big 
Bash League.

Scores
Women’s Premier League,  
Mumbai
Delhi Capitals 131-9 (20 overs): 
Lanning 35 (29); Matthews 3-5
Mumbai Indians 134-3 (19.3 
overs): Sciver-Brunt 60* (55); 
Radha 1-24.
Mumbai Indians won by seven 
wickets

Toyota Gazoo Racing Team’s Sebastien Ogier and his co-driver Vincent Landais came into Sunday’s Rally 
Mexico finale with a lead of 35.8 seconds and finished with the fastest time (3h16m09.4s) – ending Power 
Stage in the No. 17 GR YARIS Rally1 Hybrid Electric Vehicle.

Toyota Gazoo Racing Team’s Elfyn Evans & Scott Martin in the No. 33 
GR YARIS Rally1 Hybrid Electric Vehicle finished 3rd in 3h:16m:37.3s.

Mumbai Indians’ players pose with the trophy after winning the 2023 Women’s Premier League (WPL) Twenty20 final match against Delhi Capitals 
at the Brabourne Stadium in Mumbai on Sunday. (AFP)

South Africa smash record chase in first 500-run Twenty20 Intl
ICC.COM 

SOUTH Africa scripted a re-
cord run-chase in T20Is to 
level the series against West 
Indies in Centurion on Sunday.

In total, 517 runs were 
scored, the most in a T20 game, 
including 35 sixes, the most in 
a T20 international and two 
fewer than the most in any T20 
match.

After conceding 258 with 
the ball, South Africa produced 
a stirring run-chase, led by a 

maiden T20I ton from Quinton 
de Kock, to record the highest-
ever run-chase in T20Is.

Racking up 102 in the first 
six overs in the run-chase, the 
highest score by any team in 
the Powerplay in T20Is, de 
Kock and Reeza Hendricks 
kickstarted South Africa’s in-
nings in style.

The opening stand of 152 
came off just 10.5 overs as 
South Africa suddenly turned 
into favourites to win the game.

While the visitors made a 

comeback of sorts by dismiss-
ing Rossouw, Hendricks and 
Miller in fairly quick succes-
sion, skipper Aiden Markram 
continued the carnage to lead 
his side to a memorable win.

The previous record for the 
highest successful run-chase 
in T20Is was held by Bulgaria 
against Serbia in 2022, when 
the former chased down 243 in 
19.4 overs.

 With this, South Africa 
now hold the record for the 
highest successful run-chase in 

both ODIs and T20Is.
Earlier, West Indies, pow-

ered by a record 39-ball ton 
from Johnson Charles, had 
made their highest score in 
T20Is. But it just wasn’t enough 
for a win unfortunately.
Scores
West Indies 258-5 (20 overs): 
Charles 118 (46 balls), Mayers 51 
(27), Shepherd 41 (18) 
South Africa 259-4 (18.5 overs): 
De Kock 100 (44), R Hendricks 
68 (28)
South Africa won by six wickets.

South Africa’s Quinton de Kock (left) is congratulated by South Africa’s 
Reeza Hendricks (right) after scoring a century during the second T20 
international against West Indies at Centurion on Sunday. (AFP)

Rybakina extends 
winning streak to  

10, Potapova  
upsets Gauff

STATS PERFORM/DPA
NEW YORK 

LAST week’s Indian Wells 
Open champion Elena Rybaki-
na has extended her winning 
streak to 10 matches after de-
feating Paula Badosa 3-6, 7-5, 
6-3 in Saturday’s Miami Open 
third round.

Kazakhstan’s Rybakina, who 
is also the reigning Wimbledon 
Champion and Australian Open 
finalist, got the better of Badosa 
for the second time during her 
current run, also eliminating her 
from Indian Wells.  

The 23-year-old has to be 
considered one of the favour-
ites to go all the way, having 
knocked off world number one 
Iga Swiatek and world number 
two Aryna Sabalenka to lift the 
trophy in California.

Rybakina will meet Bel-
gium’s Elise Mertens in the 
fourth round after she beat 
Croatia’s Petra Martic 6-4, 6-3.

Meanwhile, the biggest up-
set of the day was delivered by 
Russia’s Anastasia Potapova, 
bouncing sixth seed Coco Gauff 
6-7 (8-10), 7-5, 6-2.

Potapova, who has never 
won a tournament above the 
WTA 250 level, will face Chi-
na’s Zheng Qinwen for a spot 
in the quarter-finals after her 
three-hour 5-7, 7-6 (7-5), 6-3 
triumph over Liudmila Sam-
sonova.

Latvia’s Jelena Ostapenko, 
the 24th seed, eliminated Bra-
zilian 13th seed Beatriz Haddad 
Maia 6-2, 4-6, 6-3, while 20th 
seed Magda Linette of Poland 
knocked out Belarusian 14th 
seed Victoria Azarenka 7-6, (7-
3), 2-6, 6-4.

Unseeded American Clare 
Liu went down 4-6, 7-5, 6-4 
against Italy’s Martina Tre-
visan, but third seed Jessica 
Pegula will continue to fly the 
flag for the United States after 
advancing 6-1, 7-6 (7-0) in her 
all-American showdown with 
Danielle Collins.
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A
S Qatar enters an economic tran-
sition and moves on from the 
successful hosting of the world’s 
biggest sporting event last year, 
the many women who have made 

significant contribution to the success of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 also need to keep 
the momentum going as they now move for-
ward to new seasons in life and at work. 

According to female business leaders 
who spoke to Qatar Tribune recently, women 
need to be intentional about their continuous 
growth, both personally and professionally, 
while responding to the rising demands and 
responsibilities in their careers. 

“Women are stronger when change is in-
volved. They care for the well-being of others 
and make considerate decisions accordingly. 
They are fast at adapting and good observers 
to detect new opportunities. Furthermore, 
we maintain stability in the family and our 
close environment and are able to give hope 
to those who are insecure. I think we are 
the engine that drives others in moments of 
change,” said Palma Libotte, president of the 
Italian Chamber of Commerce in Qatar and a 
prominent businesswoman in the tourism and 
travel industry. 

Career women today face daunting chal-
lenges in the workforce that is coming out 
from the COVID-19 pandemic, and not to 
mention with looming threats of a global eco-
nomic recession this year. 

However, women in the workforce can do 
something to keep their work momentum go-
ing, despite uncertainties in the global econ-
omy. Today, more than ever, women need to 
invest in themselves. 

Kathrin Lemke, manager of advisory firm 
OCO Global (Middle East), who is also a suc-
cessful trade and investment consultant and 
government relations specialist in Doha, told 
Qatar Tribune: “Personally, I never stop learn-
ing. As a professional, I always try to stay up-
dated on the latest trends and developments 
in our industry. Networking with peers plays a 
big role in that. Speaking to people from other 
sectors and industries and exchanging ideas 
is equally important to me, especially so after 
the experience of COVID-19”. 

On a more personal level, self-care is front-
and-centre in most discussions surrounding 
women workers today, which is another major 
take-away from the lessons learned through-
out the pandemic. 

“Personally, I focus a lot on my physical 
and mental health. For that matter, I have just 
recently completed a certificate in physical ex-
ercise. My goal is to balance my personal and 
professional life better, so I can continue do-
ing what I do for as many years as possible,” 
Lemke added. 

Similarly, just as economies are currently 
intensifying efforts to maximise their resourc-
es to be sustainable, women too, need to make 
the most of their talents and abilities, as well 
as opportunities, to maximise their own po-
tential.  

Libotte, who has operated in the service 
sector, considers her personal skills, persever-
ance, dedication, and passion for what she does 
as some of her greatest assets. She said: “I was 
very privileged when I arrived in Qatar in 2007 
to find a vibrant market in expansion. With an 
MBA in marketing, I jumped into events, ex-

hibitions, trade missions and business promo-
tions, and I successfully founded the Italian 
Chamber of Commerce in Qatar. When the in-
frastructure supplies and construction sector 
slowed down, I decided to look into tourism in 
2019. I have a solid professional background 
that dates back to the 90s in tourism. I was 
more laid-back during the pandemic, but did 
not lose hope. I kept in touch with my team, 
encouraged them to make promotions and 
connections, and finally our efforts paid off 
with a successful World Cup and a wonderful 
season with cruise passengers”. 

Not wanting to rest on one’s laurels, or 
give in to the negative news on world econo-
my, Libotte is choosing to ‘look on the bright 
side’.  

She stressed: “Transition periods are al-
ways good to reshape your business, adapt 
new strategies and also look for new opportu-
nities in sectors that you had not considered 
before. The focus on the internal market is 
growing and services are definitely an inter-
esting area to look into. Qatar is developing 
fast in tourism and there is a scope for small 
companies with knowledge and flexibility to 
deliver tailor-made experiences. We target 
the niche market and work with a lot of en-
thusiasm, as it’s a new sector that profession-
als are shaping for the future. Hopefully, new 
regulations will also be implemented soon to 
prevent unlicensed activities. 

“Also, we are maintaining steady bilateral 
trade relations with Qatar. Italy always has 
something appealing to offer - the apprecia-
tion for Italian design, luxury goods, food, art 
and real estate never fades. We have proven 
to be reliable partners in many occasions with 
Qatar and our creativity and flexibility is defi-
nitely a competitive advantage,” said Libotte. 

Lemke added: “The World Cup has been a 
fantastic event that passed just way too quick-
ly. More important than these four weeks of 
the event itself was the build-up time where so 
many important infrastructure projects have 
been initiated that completely transformed 
the country. Many important initiatives have 
been implanted to help diversify Qatar’s econ-
omy and interesting opportunities were creat-
ed in new sectors, such as the country’s digital 
transformation program. It is important now 
to keep the momentum going”. 

Giving advice to women on how to remain 
resilient through change, Lemke said: “Over 
the past couple of years, there has been a sig-
nificant increase in female workforce participa-
tion in Qatar with a current rate of close to 60 
percent, as per the World Bank. My advice to 
women is to always follow your heart and pas-
sion. Stay curious and don’t be afraid to give it 
a try, even if you might fail. If you find some-
thing that you love doing, then you’ll do it with 
passion, and this is when you contribute to the 
society. Don’t be scared to take a risk, even if it 
might seem a crazy idea at the time”. 

Libotte added: “Think big and never feel 
that you are less worthy. Focus on your goals 
and let your dreams fuel your ambitions. 
There are no limits to what we can achieve. I 
have been living here for almost 17 years and 
I have seen tremendous improvements espe-
cially in the entrepreneurial field. Now, many 
women open their own companies and cover 
managerial positions for important groups as 
well”.

KEEP YOUR WORK MOMENTUM GOING, 
SAY FEMALE BUSINESS LEADERS

Expert shares practical tips for career 
women to thrive amidst challenges

THERE are more career-orient-
ed women in the world today. 
And they are also navigating 
through very challenging times 

ahead. From companies restruc-
turing post-pandemic, to global 
economic uncertainty this year, 
and with the persistent barriers 
to gender diversity, inclusion, and 
equality, what can women do to 
thrive in the workplace today? 

“When I think of resilience, an 
image from the book ‘The seven 
habits of highly effective people’, 
by S. Covey, comes to my mind: 
circle of concern, circle of influence 
and circle of control. It reminds me 
that the only thing we can actually 
control is ourselves and, therefore, 
self-leadership is vital to remain 
resilient in the face of uncer-
tainty,” Luigia Ingianni, com-
missioner at the Employment 
Standards Office at the Qatar 
Financial Centre (QFC) told 
Qatar Tribune recently. 

She said self-leadership 
entails self-awareness, 
knowing ourselves, our 
strengths and, most impor-
tantly, our self-limiting be-
haviors and thoughts that 
are holding us back.   

“In the early stages 
of my career, I tended to 
point the finger against ex-
ternal circumstances which 
I believed were preventing 
me from achieving my goals, and 
underestimated the dramatically 
negative impact that my own 
thoughts and behaviors had in-

stead. For example, the inability 
to bring attention to my achieve-
ment, coming from the perception 
that my work spoke for itself and, 
therefore, everyone should see my 
successes. I was totally prevented 
from speaking about my profes-
sional results because I did not 
want to look arrogant, showing off, 
or blowing my own trumpet… but 
the reality was that nobody could 
see my results because I was sim-
ply hiding them,” said Ingianni. 

She added: “Also, despite my 
ambitions, by fully focusing on 

my skills and perfor-
mance, instead of 
looking at a big-
ger picture, I was 
d e m o n s t r a t i n g 
that I was perfect 
for that role and 
did not deserve 
a more senior 
position, where 
a wider vision – 
the “big picture” 
approach – was 
required. My 
attention to de-
tails, obsession 
for perfection-
ism, which led 
me to cross all 
the “T” and dot all 
the “i”, strongly 

impacted my abil-
ity to delegate. And 

delegation is a vital 
skill for leaders”. 

Ingianni said dur-
ing her early years in 

her career, she also experienced 
the struggle to say “no” to addi-
tional tasks, which were not rel-
evant to her career growth, which 
only led her to feel overloaded and 
overwhelmed. 

“I had to work a lot on the myth 
of ‘the good girl’ on what Sheryl 
Sanders in her book ‘Lean In’ de-
fines ‘the disease to please’, to 
realise that to achieve my goals I 
needed to say no to whatever was 
not conducive to my targets and 
could, instead, derail my career,” 
she added. 

Another big obstacle she faced 
was the inability to accept rewards, 
such as saying “thank you” with-
out “but” every time she received a 
compliment or someone acknowl-
edged her success. 

Ingianni said: “How many 
times have I replied ‘oh, thank you, 
but it was not a big deal’ or ‘thanks 
but, I was very lucky’… constantly 
minimising the importance of the 
work I did to achieve that result. 
Also, one of the most draining self-
limiting behavior was the inability 
to let go of mistakes. I kept rumi-
nating over what I perceived as a 
mistake, even if I could not change 
the past.

“And, last but not least, my pas-
sion for multitasking contributed 
enormously to reducing my effec-
tiveness. Although managing mul-
tiple tasks made me feel energised, 
the reality is that our brain cannot 
focus on more than one task at a 
time and we cannot be multitask-
ing but only task-switching, which 

is an enemy of productivity,” she 
added. 

Ingianni made a list of her tips 
for self-leadership to women. She 
said: 

1. Don’t be shy, bring atten-
tion to your achievements and own 
your success, even if someone may 
perceive it as arrogance.

2. Dedicate less time in dem-
onstrating how good you are at 
your current job and look at the big 
picture: build relationships, create 
synergies, networks and show your 
strategic skills to prove you are 
ready to move up the career ladder.

3. Prioritise your tasks and 
delegate: choose what to delegate, 
appoint a person you trust, give in-
structions and feedback and accept 
that the outcome will never be the 
same as you have obtained and that 
is absolutely fine!

4. Learn to say no and re-
member that, by saying no to 
things that may distract you from 
your goals, you are actually saying 
yes to your goals.

5. Own the compliments you 
receive and respond with a simple 
‘Thank you’, with no limiting com-
ments.  

6. Let go of the past: what-
ever decision you have made, was 
simply a choice you made accord-
ing to the circumstances and infor-
mation you had at that time. Ac-
cept it and turn the page.

7. Practice more monotask-
ing: your performance will increase 
and your results will become more 
visible.

Women Empowerment

Kathrin LemkePalma Libotte

Luigia Ingianni

Women are stronger when change is 
involved. They care for the well-being 
of others and make considerate 
decisions accordingly. They are fast 
at adapting and good observers 
in detecting new opportunities. 
Furthermore, we maintain stability 
in the family and our close 
environment and are able to give 
hope to those who are insecure.  
I think we are the engine that  
drives others in moments of change

— Palma Libotte

The World Cup has been a fantastic 
event that passed just way too 
quickly. More important than 
these four weeks of the event 
itself was the build-up time where 
so many important infrastructure 
projects have been initiated that 
completely transformed the country. 
Many important initiatives have 
been implanted to help diversify 
Qatar’s economy and interesting 
opportunities were created

— Kathrin Lemke
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DOHA

THE majority of liver patients 
with stable conditions can fast 
during the month of Ramadan 
without possible complications, 
said Dr Mootaz Derbala, senior 
consultant of Gastroenterology 
and Hepatic diseases at Hamad 
Medical Corporation (HMC). He, 
however, pointed out that pa-
tients with acute hepatitis, esoph-
ageal varicose, and ascites and 
hepatic encephalopathy (coma), 
should refrain from fasting.

Dr Derbala said that people 
with severe liver diseases, such 
as acute viral hepatitis of types 
(A, B and C) cannot fast. How-
ever, those with stable chronic 
conditions such as hepatitis, 
liver dysfunction or people with 
fatty-liver disease, can fast, in 
this case, may rid such patients 
of excess liver fat.

He added that late-stage 
liver disease patients with con-
ditions such as varicose veins, 
ascites, Hepatic Encephalopathy 
(Coma), and comorbidities such 
as diabetes should refrain from 
fasting from a medical viewpoint. 

Patients with liver immuno-
deficiency, congenital liver dis-
ease, Hepatitis B and Hepatitis 

C may fast after consulting their 
attending physician, Dr Derbala.

“Liver patients who intend to 
fast during the month of Rama-
dan should adhere to healthy 
dietary practices. It is important 
to choose foods that do not harm 
the health of the liver patient,” 
he said, advising those fasting to 
break their fast with a light sweet 
drink, have a prayer break and 
then take their Iftar meal.

“The Iftar meal should 
comprise of carbohydrates, 
fruit sugars and proteins with 
minimal quantities of fat, es-
pecially for fatty-liver patients 
and adequate amounts of flu-
ids to prevent dehydration. To 
achieve optimal function of the 
liver, liver patients should have 
a balanced diet inclusive of all 
food groups; cereals, fruits, 
vegetables, meat, beans, milk 
and oil, in addition to fibre-
rich foods such as wholegrain 

bread, rice, fruits and vegeta-
bles,” he added.

Regarding patients who 
underwent a liver transplant, 
Dr Derbala said these patients 
should refrain from fasting 
within the first year of such 
transplant., but after completing 
a year, patients may fast during 
the month of Ramadan upon 
consulting their physician, who 
would ensure the proper func-
tion of the transplanted liver.

“For those with liver disease, 
fasting can regulate the doses of 
his medications and for those 
who are treated with tablets, they 
can take the doses at Iftar and 
Suhour,” Dr Derbala said.

Liver and liver transplant pa-
tients who intend to fast during 
the month of Ramadan should 
rearrange immunosuppressant 
and oral medications’ timings 
whereby they take them at Iftar 
and Suhour time, he added.
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Visitors to Lusail city were treated to a spectacular show of vintage and classic cars on Sunday. The car parade, which 
serves as beautiful Ramadan entertainment, attracts car enthusiasts and the public every year. (TNN)

Aspetar provides guidance on Ramadan 
fasting, exercise for healthy individuals
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

AS the Holy Month of Rama-
dan progresses, Aspetar, the 
leading sports medicine hos-
pital in Qatar, is encouraging 
people to follow the essential 
guidelines for exercising safely 
during the fasting period.

To facilitate healthy habits, 
Aspetar recommends using its 
clinical guideline on Ramadan 
fasting and exercise for healthy 
individuals as a reference in 
their daily activities during 
Ramadan. 

The guideline, launched in 
2021, is the fruit of extensive 
collaboration among special-
ists in Qatar and international 
experts, representing various 
scientific and educational in-
stitutions worldwide.

Aspetar affirms that the 
document is regularly reviewed 
and updated with the current 
best evidence and expert opin-
ions from all relevant special-
ists and athletes involved with 
training and competing during 
Ramadan.

The Ramadan fasting and 
exercise guideline covers vari-

ous topics related to exercis-
ing and healthy practices dur-
ing the month of Ramadan. 
Among them, the guideline 
emphasises the importance of 
timing your exercise routine 
and recommends the most 

suitable time to train before or 
after Iftar. 

The guideline also dis-
cusses key principles, includ-
ing repetition, intensity, time 
and type of exercise for opti-
mal training. It also touches 

upon critical aspects such as 
nutrition, hydration and cool-
ing strategies, while consid-
ering the psychological and 
spiritual effects, as well as the 
social and cognitive aspects of 
exercising during this sacred 

month.
Aspetar is committed to 

promoting healthy habits dur-
ing Ramadan and the hospital 
has initiated a yearly campaign 
about fasting and exercising. 
The hospital is a leader in fast-

ing research and regularly con-
ducts studies to better under-
stand the impact of fasting on 
the human body. 

The hospital’s experts have 
vast knowledge and experience 
in helping individuals main-
tain their fitness levels during 
Ramadan while adhering to 
the principles of fasting.

Aspetar urges all exer-
cisers to be mindful of the 
guidelines for exercising dur-
ing the fasting period. Advis-
ing the community to use its 
Ramadan fasting and exercise 
guideline, Aspetar is providing 
individuals with the necessary 
knowledge and tools to main-
tain their fitness levels while 
observing the principles of 
fasting, ensuring they remain 
healthy and active throughout 
the month.

SPECTACULAR CLASSIC CAR PARADE IN LUSAIL

To facilitate healthy habits, 
Aspetar recommends using 
its clinical guideline on 
Ramadan fasting and exer-
cise for healthy individuals 
as a reference in their daily 
activities during Ramadan 

86,000 and 20,000 visitor arrivals recorded  
from Saudi Arabia and Kuwait in February

THE celebrations of Ku-
wait National Day and Saudi 
Founding Day in the second 
half of February led to a signif-
icant increase in the number 
of visitors arriving from both 
countries. 

Specifically, there were 
86,000 arrivals from Saudi 
Arabia and 20,000 arrivals 
from Kuwait, which together 
constituted 73 percent of all 
arrivals from the GCC and 27 
percent of all international ar-
rivals in February. Saudi Ara-

bia stood as Qatar’s biggest 
contributor, representing 22 
percent of total visitors to Qa-
tar in January and February 
2023.

Qatar Tourism’s Feel Win-
ter in Qatar included events 

such as the Qatar Balloon Fes-
tival, which painted Doha’s sky 
with over 50 hot air balloons 
from 17 different countries, 
and Disney Princess – The 
Concert, which was brought to 
audiences in partnership with 
Qatar Airways. Family-friend-
ly performances, including 
PAW Patrol Festival and Cir-
cus 1903, and stellar shows by 
John Legend, Angham, Mutref 
Al Mutref, Abdul Aziz Al Mua-
na, Ibraheem Dashti, Asala, 
and many more, contributed to 
the festive atmosphere over the 
first quarter of the year.

Car dealers to provide monthly 
statement of car reservations
SECOND: Providing the cus-
tomer with a copy of the ‘deliv-
ery date form’.

Third: All car dealers 
concerned with this circu-
lar shall regularly provide 
the Consumer Protection 
and Anti-Commercial Fraud 
Department with a monthly 

statement of car reserva-
tions and make it readily 
available.

Additionally, the ministry 
has decided to give car dealers 
residing in the State of Qatar 
a week notice to implement 
the changes and inform the 
Consumer Protection and An-
ti-Commercial Fraud Depart-
ment about it.

The ministry affirms that 
after the expiry of the dead-
line, it shall intensify its in-
spections to monitor the ad-
herence of car dealers to the 
new regulations, and it will 
deal with any violation of the 
obligations stipulated in Law 
No. (8) of 2008 and its imple-
menting regulations related to 
consumer protection.

Majority of liver patients can fast
during Ramadan: HMC expert
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