
Glasgow: A late double from substitute Scott McTominay helped Scot-
land secure a 3-0 European Championship qualifying win over 10-man 
Cyprus at Hampden Park on Saturday. Aston Villa midfielder John 
McGinn scored his 16th international goal in the 21st minute and it was 
then mostly a dull affair until Manchester United’s McTominay grabbed a 
second from the bench in the 87th minute before adding another from 
close range in stoppage time. The visitors ended the match with 10 men 
after Nicholas Ioannou was sent off for picking up a second yellow card 
after booting the ball away. It is the first time since 2006 that Scotland 
have won their opening European Championship qualifying game. The 
Scots next face the might of Spain in Glasgow on Tuesday but they will 
go into the match with three morale-boosting points. Pre-match interest 
had centred on the goalkeeping position. Norwich’s Angus Gunn, called 
up for the first time after playing for England youth teams up until the 
under-21s, was given the nod over Motherwell’s Liam Kelly and Gordon’s 
Hearts deputy Zander Clark. (PA Media/DPA) 

McTominay scores two late goals as 
Scotland cruise past Cyprus
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First-placed Ducati Italian rider Francesco Bagnaia celebrates on the po-
dium after the sprint race of the MotoGP Portuguese Grand Prix at the 
Algarve International Circuit in Portimao, Portugal, on Saturday. (AFP)

Deschamps denies captaincy grief  
after France down Netherlands 4-0
STATS PERFORM/DPA

DIDIER Deschamps says An-
toine Griezmann’s disappoint-
ment at being overlooked 
as France captain for Kylian 
Mbappe “lasted two minutes”.

It actually took less than 
two minutes for Mbappe to 
provide an assist for Griez-
mann to set France on their 
way to a 4-0 win against the 
Netherlands on Friday to make 
a strong start to their Euro 
2024 qualifying campaign at 
the Stade de France.

Deschamps had announced 
Mbappe – who also scored 
twice after Dayot Upamecano 
had found the net – as his new 
captain ahead of Griezmann, 
but said at a post-match press 
conference that there are no is-
sues between the two.

“Fortunately, I don’t know 
what is said and written. The 
two get along well, they work 
well and they have the same 
objective of seeing the French 
team perform well,” he said.  

“Antoine’s disappointment 
lasted two minutes. There is 
not the slightest problem, like 
the whole group. Everyone 
gave off positive vibes.” 

Mbappe completed the 
scoring in the 88th minute, 
though the Netherlands won a 
penalty in stoppage time, only 
for Mike Maignan to save from 
Memphis Depay.

While Mbappe replaced 
Hugo Lloris as captain after his 
retirement, Maignan was play-

ing his first game since being 
confirmed as Lloris’ replace-
ment as France’s new first-
choice goalkeeper, and Des-
champs was in no doubt about 
the decision.

“It’s Mike. I didn’t have 
to ask myself the question,” 
he said. “He was injured but 
whether it was his qualities as a 
goalkeeper or his mentality... to-
tal confidence. It went very well 

for him. Mike has everything to 
take over [from Lloris].” 

France had a 3-0 lead after 
just 21 minutes, having not led 
so early in a game since De-
cember 1953 when they beat 
Luxembourg 8-0, and had a 
2-0 lead by the 10th minute.

“I don’t know [if it was a 
perfect evening], but [it was] 
a very nice evening,” Des-
champs said. 

“The start was very good, 
efficient... We managed in the 
second half while continuing 
to be dangerous. That Mike 
stopped this penalty at the end 
ended the evening well.” 

Deschamps also said there 
could be changes for Monday’s 
second Group B game away at 
the Republic of Ireland, add-
ing: “It will be another fight for 
us to fight.”

France’s forward Kylian Mbappe (UP) hangs on the side bar after scoring his team’s first goal during the UEFA 
Euro 2024 qualification match between France and Netherlands at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis, north 
of Paris, on Friday. (AFP)

England coach Southgate wary of 
Ukraine, Toney in line for debut

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

GARETH Southgate expressed 
England’s “huge sympathy” with 
the people of Ukraine ahead of 
Sunday’s “crucial” European 
Championship qualifier between 
the two sides at Wembley.

Three days after kicking off 
Group C with an impressive 2-1 
victory at reigning champions 
Italy, England step out in front 
of a sell-out crowd under the 
arch looking to take a major 
step towards the finals.

Sunday’s match is 
Ukraine’s first in this qualifica-
tion campaign and comes with 
war still raging in the country 
after it was invaded by Russia 
last February.

Asked if that backdrop 
made their opposition more 
unpredictable, England boss 
Southgate said: “I would say it 
is entirely predictable.

“They are very proud. We 
saw that right at the beginning 
of the war when they went to 
Scotland for the (World Cup) 
play-offs and Wales.

“They are a very proud 
group of players, you can see 
that. Totally committed to 
bringing enjoyment to their 
public.

“We, of course, have huge 
sympathy with what’s going 
on and support for what’s go-

ing on, but tomorrow’s a game 
of football and we are fully 
focused on trying to win the 
game.

“It’s a crucial game in the 
qualifying group, frankly. If 
we can follow on what we did 
the other night and win this 
one, then we’re in a really good 
place.” 

Thursday’s trip to Euro 
2020 final conquerors Italy in 
Naples and this clash against 
Ukraine, ranked 26th in the 
world, are comfortably the 
hardest pair of fixtures in a 
group that is completed by 
North Macedonia and Malta.

England are expected to get 
maximum points against the 
latter nations in June, meaning 
progress may be all but secured 
when September’s reverse fix-
ture against the Ukrainians 
comes around.

The ongoing war at home 
means Ukraine have had to 
play international fixtures on 
the road, with the venue for 
their home games yet to be de-
termined.

“I have not even thought 
about that,” Southgate said 
when asked if he hoped the 
match could take place in 

Ukraine.
“I am only thinking about 

tomorrow at this moment. 
Other people will have those 
discussions. We have got sev-
eral matches before we get to 
that point.” 

The immediate focus is on 
Sunday, with England heading 
into the qualifier with a deplet-
ed squad.

Marcus Rashford, Mason 
Mount and Nick Pope with-
drew from the initial selection, 
with Reece James pulling out 
of the squad on Saturday for an 
assessment on what the Foot-
ball Association called an “on-
going issue.” 

Luke Shaw trained with the 
group on the eve of the game 
but is suspended following 
his sending-off for two yellow 
cards in Italy.

Southgate is hopeful they 
have “just about got enough to 
get through the game”, down-
playing concerns over midfield-
ers Jordan Henderson, Jude 
Bellingham and Kalvin Phillips.

“They’re all good,” the Eng-
land boss said. “With Kalvin, 
(Italy) was his first 90 for a lit-
tle while. He had 90 at Bristol 
City in the cup, so we’ll just 

have to assess freshness as 
much as anything.

“But that’s the same with 
the whole group. It is that time 
of the year and we have got to 
get the balance right of con-
tinuity, consistency, but also 
freshness.” 

A special presentation will 
be made to skipper Harry Kane 
on Sunday after he scored his 
54th international goal in Italy 
to become England’s all-time 
record scorer.

Brentford striker Ivan Ton-
ey will be hoping for a memora-
ble moment of his own against 
Ukraine as the only uncapped 
member of the group looks to 
make his debut.

“He’s been very good,” 
Southgate added. “We really 
like him and he’s very much in 
our thoughts.

“You know the numbers 
we’ve got with us now, so 
there’s always the dual objec-
tive.

“There’s, of course, a desire 
to see players, but we are in a 
qualifying group, where the 
priority is to win the game first 
and foremost, so whatever we 
decide is with a view to doing 
that.”

England’s manager Gareth 
Southgate attends an England 
press conference at the Tot-
tenham Hotspur Football Club 
Training Ground, in Enfield, north 
London on Saturdayon the eve of 
their Euro 2024 qualifier against 
Ukraine. (AFP) 

England’s striker Ivan Toney (R) takes part in an England football team training session at the Tottenham Hotspur 
Training Ground, in Enfield, north London on Saturday, the eve of their Euro 2024 qualifier against Ukraine. (AFP)

Bagnaia wins first  
sprint race after  
Marquez revives  
glory years

STATS PERFORM/DPA

FRANCESCO Bagnaia tri-
umphed in MotoGP’s first 
sprint race after Marc Marquez 
snatched pole position for Sun-
day’s Portuguese Grand Prix.

Reigning series champion 
Bagnaia fended off Jorge Mar-
tin in the half-distance sprint, 
winning by 0.307 seconds, with 
Marquez taking third position 
and Jack Miller fourth.

That race came after Mar-
quez rolled back the years by 
roaring to pole for the sprint 
and Sunday’s main event at the 
season-opening race weekend.

Six-time MotoGP cham-
pion Marquez endured a mis-
erable 2022 season and only 
achieved one podium, but he 
reasserted himself as a threat 
for the new campaign with a 
dazzling lap record.

He pipped Bagnaia to pole, 
with Martin starting third on 
the grid.

It was just Marquez’s sec-
ond pole since his 2019 cham-
pionship-winning season, with 
his show-stealing lap coming 
late on in Q2 after Bagnaia had 
looked set to bag first position 
on the grid.

Spaniard Marquez, who 
turned 30 last month, sur-
prised himself with his qualify-
ing pace.

He said afterwards: “I don’t 
know, I cannot explain because 
I don’t understand, honestly 

speaking. I don’t understand 
the situation.

“Yesterday we were strug-
gling a lot and today it’s true 
that I started to ride in a better 
way, I improved myself and the 
guys yesterday did an incred-
ible job and improved some 
small details.

“Today in FP3 I already 
felt good and smooth to ride. I 
was alone and was consistent.” 
Marquez senses real limita-
tions with his Repsol Hon-
da RC213V, but he found a way 
to bypass those in qualifying.

Quoted on motorsport.
com, Marquez said: “It’s true 
that to do a very quick lap with 
the Honda, we need a slip-
stream. It’s not the best way, 
it’s not the most polite way to 
do a lap time. But it’s one of my 
strongest points.

“So, if the strong point is 
there, I need to take profit of 
that. It’s not easy to follow a 
guy, but at the moment it’s the 
only way.” 

That factor meant Marquez 
was not likely to be a front-run-
ner in the sprint itself, but third 
place represented a strong out-
come all the same.

Bagnaia’s Ducati team-
mate Enea Bastianini crashed 
during the sprint and suffered 
a right scapula fracture, mean-
ing he was taken to hospital in 
Portimao.
Top 10:
1.  Marc Marquez (Repsol Honda 
Team) – 1:37.226
2. Francesco Bagnaia (Ducati 
Lenovo Team) + 0.064
3. Jorge Martin (Prima Pramac 
Racing) + 0.228
4. Miguel Oliveira (CryptoDATA 
RNF MotoGP™ Team) + 0.295
5. Jack Miller (Red Bull KTM Fac-
tory Racing) +0.323
6. Enea Bastianini (Ducati Le-
novo Team) + 0.358
7. Maverick Vinales (Aprilia Rac-
ing) + 0.372
8. Marco Bezzecchi (Mooney 
VR46 Racing Team) + 0.390
9. Luca Marini (Mooney VR46 
Racing Team) + 0.396
10. Johann Zarco (Prima Pramac 
Racing) + 0.654.

Honda Spanish rider Marc Mar-
quez poses after the MotoGP 
qualifying session of the Portu-
guese Grand Prix at the Algarve 
International Circuit in Portimao 
on Saturday. (AFP)

Spanish rider 
Marc Mar-
quez rides at 
the Algarve 
International 
Circuit in  
Portimao,  
Portugal. AFP)



DPA 
MADRID 

ANDREAS Christensen is ex-
pected to miss the final Clasico 
of the season after Barcelona 
confirmed he sustained a calf in-
jury on international duty.

The centre back started Den-
mark’s opening Euro 2024 qual-
ifier against Finland on Thurs-
day but lasted only 18 minutes 
before being forced off. He is out 
of Sunday’s trip to Kazakhstan.

Barcelona revealed it to be 
a problem with his left calf on 

Saturday following widespread 
media reports of him facing a 
period on the sidelines.

While the club have not 

given a timeframe for Chris-
tensen’s return, simply saying 
he is “unavailable for selection 
and his recovery will determine 
his return”, they are reportedly 
expecting him to be out for up to 
a month.

As such, he could miss as 
many as six games - among 
those, crucially, is the Copa 
del Rey semi-final second leg 
against Real Madrid on April 5, 
when Barca host Los Blancos 
having beaten them 1-0 at the 
Santiago Bernabeu in the first 
leg.

Kahn defends Nagelsmann 
sacking amid fan backlash

QFA lends support to Saleh Saqr tournament

Lukaku delighted to ‘show the 
outside world what I can do’

DPA 
MUNICH 

BAYERN Munich chief execu-
tive Oliver Kahn has said re-
placing coach Julian Nagels-
mann with Thomas Tuchel is 
“not a panic reaction.” 

The shock decision has 
been heavily criticized by many 
Bayern fans on social media. 
The German champions are 
still in the running for a treble, 
although they did surrender 
top spot in the Bundesliga last 
weekend to Borussia Dort-
mund, whom they next host on 
April 1 after the international 
break.

“It is our duty and our job to 
ensure sporting success,” Kahn 
told a news conference at the 
Allianz Arena on Saturday at 
Tuchel’s presentation.

“It has nothing to do with 
panic at all,” he added, saying 
the decision was “well-consid-
ered” and not a based on emo-
tion.

“The last few days have 
been difficult for all of us. There 
were also one or two nights 
when I didn’t really sleep well,” 
Kahn said, adding that Nagels-
mann nevertheless continues 
to be “an excellent, a very good 
coach.” Sporting director Hasan 
Salihamidzic said: “I know it’s 
not a popular decision.” The 
management felt compelled to 
act because of the constant fluc-
tuations in performance and 
“the curve is constantly going 
down,” Salihamidzic added.

Their comments seem to 
fly in the face of statements 
made by club president Herbert 
Hainer - Kahn and Salihamid-
zic’s boss - just four days before 
news of the sacking leaked.

Hainer had told Kicker 
magazine: “We have shown 

(that he is here long-term) with 
a five-year contract because we 
want to build something with 
him. You can see clear progress 
in these one and a half years. 
Julian is doing very well.” Bay-
ern won all eight Champions 
League games so far this season 
despite not directly replacing 
star striker Robert Lewandows-
ki when he left for Barcelona.

Thomas Tuchel as a replace-
ment is hardly long-term, fans 
say. He tends to last 18 months 
to two years in most jobs given 
his famously prickly nature.

Dortmund could not wait 
to get rid of him in 2017 de-
spite a German Cup win given 
he was so argumentative. Chel-
sea sacked him just over a year 
after winning the Champions 
League. Tuchel has a Bayern 
deal until 2025, with his first 
game against old club Dort-

mund, who top the table from 
Bayern by just a point with nine 
games left.

It is true that media reports 
say Nagelsmann also annoyed 
some of his Bayern players - es-
pecially Manuel Neuer - as he 
fought for respect as the young-
est coach in club history at 35.

But Bayern knew what they 
were getting when they recruit-
ed him from RB Leipzig in 2021 
- and he went on to win the 
Bundesliga in his first season, 
Bayern’s 10th title in a row.

It is not just fans who are 
surprised. Ralf Rangnick, who 
recruited him for Leipzig, was 
shocked by Bayern’s decision.

The Austria coach told re-
porters: “This came as a sur-
prise at this point in time, es-
pecially after the statements 
made by the management team 
in the last few weeks.” Bayern 

made clear when they fired Ital-
ian Carlo Ancelotti in 2017 that 
they would appoint German-
speaking coaches in future due 
to Ancelotti’s difficulties with 
the language and laid-back 
style.

Niko Kovac was his perma-
nent replacement but Bayern 
bosses were never convinced 
by the Germany-born Croatian 
despite a Bundesliga title and 
thought they had found the 
perfect solution with former 
Germany assistant coach Hansi 
Flick.

He won a Bundesliga, Ger-
man Cup and Champions 
League treble in 2020 but soon 
fell out with Salihamidzic and 
took the Germany job.

Bayern fans online are now 
asking who comes after Tuchel 
given his traditionally short 
shelf-life.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qatar Football Association 
is committed to supporting foot-
ball tournaments and ensuring 
their success, as part of its social 
responsibility to achieve its vi-
sion of being a leading football 
association that is renowned for 
its creativity in social work.

As part of this commitment, 
the federation is participating in 
the Saleh Saqr Ramadan foot-
ball tournament, which is one 
of the oldest tournaments in the 
Arab and Gulf countries. After 
a three-year hiatus due to the 
global Coronavirus pandemic, 
the tournament is back in its 
46th year.

The QFA is providing the 
Doha Stadium, where the draw 
for the tournament also took 

place, as the venue for the 
matches. The tournament will 
start on the second of Rama-
dan 1444 AH corresponding to 
March 24 and will continue un-
til Ramadan 21, corresponding 
to April 12.

The 16 participating teams 
have been divided into four 
groups for the 46th edition of 
the tournament:

Group A: Somali commu-
nity, Lebanese community, Al 
Masa, and Musheireb

Group B: Kafood Company, 
Kenyan community, Maurita-
nian community, and R.T.C.

Group C: Sudanese com-
munity, Jordanian community, 
Gambia, and Mates Qatar India

Group D: Syrian commu-
nity, Ozil, Yemeni community, 
and Al Nasr.

The Qatar Football Asso-

ciation is committed to mo-
tivating the local community 
in all sectors to participate in 
the most popular sport in the 
world, through targeted social 
programmes, the federation in-
tegrates football into the local 
community and involves all seg-
ments in competitions organ-
ized by the federation. It also 
collaborates with local commu-
nity institutions and football 
fans to establish sports pro-
grams and initiatives related to 
football, promoting the concept 
of “football for all” and rejecting 
violence and sports intolerance.

The QFA believes that foot-
ball can be a basic pillar in the 
local community, promoting 
a football culture, sports edu-
cation, sports behaviour, and 
positive values for all members 
of society.

DPA 
BERLIN 

ROMELU Lukaku hoped to 
have answered some of his crit-
ics with a hat-trick in Belgium’s 
Euro 2024 qualifying opener at 
Sweden.

Lukaku scored all three 
goals as Belgium claimed a 3-0 
win in what had looked like be-
ing the toughest game of their 
campaign.

Goals have not flowed so 
easily at club level this season, 
with Lukaku returning to Inter 
and scoring just three times in 
Serie A - albeit while hampered 
by injury.

But Friday’s game was a 
step in the right direction as 
Belgium’s record goalscorer 
said: “It was not an easy game, 
but we can be satisfied. We did 
well.

“I am happy that I can play 
minutes and show the outside 
world what I can do.” 

The “outside world” had 
been an issue for Belgium at 
the 2022 World Cup, Lukaku 
suggested, as he reflected fol-
lowing the Sweden game on 
their group-stage exit.

“I was extremely disap-
pointed,” he said, as reported 
by HLN. “For the first time, we 
let ourselves be affected by the 
sounds of the outside world.

“The team has always been 
close and you saw that to-
day. When I scored, everyone 
jumped up. We must continue 
this momentum.” 

Lukaku’s match-winning 
turn came in the first game 

under new coach Domenico 
Tedesco, with Belgium leaving 
their Qatar disappointment 
behind in a new era following 
Roberto Martinez’s departure.

“We started to play much 
more offensively,” Lukaku said 
of their approach under Te-
desco. “We haven’t had much 
time to prepare, but I’m happy.

“Change is not a bad thing, 
as long as the results follow.”
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Injury keeps Christensen out of El Clasico

Bayern Munich’s CEO Oliver Kahn (left) and club’s new coach Thomas Tuchel in Munich on Saturday. (AFP)

The Saleh Saqr Ramadan Football Tournament is one of the oldest in the region. After a three-year hiatus 
due to the global Coronavirus pandemic, the tournament is back in its 46th year.

Andreas Christensen (left).

Ibrahimovic beaten 
to age record by  
Gibraltar forward

DPA 
BERLIN 

ZLATAN Ibrahimovic surpassed 
Dino Zoff’s mark for being the 
oldest man to play in a Euro 
qualifying match on Friday - but 
the Sweden striker does not own 
the record.

That is because Gibraltar’s 
Lee Casciaro also beat the Ital-
ian goalkeeper’s record on Fri-
day and is four days older than 

Ibrahimovic. The Gibraltar for-
ward was 41 years and 176 days 
old when he started in the 3-0 
home defeat by Greece in Portu-
gal’s Faro. 

Ibrahimovic came on as a 
substitute in the 3-0 home de-
feat by Belgium.

Zoff’s record had lasted al-
most 40 years. The 1982 World 
Cup winner was in goal for Italy 
against Sweden on May 29, 1983 
aged 41 years and 90 days old.

Sweden’s forward Zlatan Ibrahimovic controls the ball during the UEFA 
Euro 2024 group F qualification match against  Belgium at the Friends 
Arena in Solna, outside Stockholm, on Friday. (AFP)

Pedri committed to Barca but not 
ruling out Premier League move

DPA 
MADRID

PEDRI plans to stay at Barce-
lona for “many years to come” 
but is not ruling out a move to 
the Premier League.

The 20-year-old has been a 
revelation since breaking into 
Barca’s first team, establishing 
himself as a key player for the 
LaLiga leaders. Pedri won FI-

FA’s Golden Boy award for be-
ing the best young player in Eu-
rope in 2021 and quickly forced 
his way into the Spain team. 

The young maestro is con-
tracted to the Blaugrana until 
2026 and has no intention of 
moving on for now, but suggest-
ed he may ply his trade overseas 
further down the line.

When asked about the pos-
sibility of a switch to England, 

he is quoted as saying by Marca: 
“At the moment, no. I’m at Bar-
ca and hopefully I’ll stay here for 
many more years.

“I love LaLiga, but nothing 
should ever be ruled out.” Pe-
dri will miss Spain’s Euro 2024 
qualifiers against Norway and 
Scotland due to a hamstring in-
jury, but is relishing a new era 
for the national team under Luis 
de la Fuente.

Belgium’s Romelu Lukaku celebrates after scoring a goal with his 
teammate Yannick Carrasco during the UEFA Euro 2024 Group F  
qualification match against Belgium in Stockholm on Friday. (AFP)



ICC

NEW Zealand beat Sri Lanka 
by 198 runs to go 1-0 up in the 
three-match ODI series. This is 
the biggest win by Black Caps 
over Lanka (in terms of runs) 
in men’s ODIs.

With this win New Zealand 
have topped the MRF Tyres 
ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 
Super League standings. 

They have 160 points from 
22 games. If they manage a 3-0 
sweep in the series, they will 
overtake Australia, to go no. 1 
on the MRF Tyres ICC Men’s 
ODI Team Rankings.

Sri Lanka skipper Dasun 

Shanaka took the field after 
winning the toss. New Zealand 
got going at the back of crucial 
top-order contributions from 
Finn Allen (51) and co. 

Despite losing a flurry of 
wickets in the middle overs, the 
Kiwis got to 274 with the help 

of some lower-order hitting 
from Glenn Phillips (39) and 
Rachin Ravindra (49).

Chamika Karunaratne was 
the pick of Sri Lanka bowlers 
with his 4/43.

Sri Lanka’s top-order was 
wrecked, thanks to a destruc-
tive spell from fast bowler 
Henry Shipley (5/31). They 
lost half their side in the first 
10 overs and never recovered, 
eventually getting bowled out 
for 76.

This was their heaviest loss 
against New Zealand by the 
margin of runs (in this format), 
and fifth-heaviest defeat over-
all.

This loss further jeopardiz-
es Sri Lanka’s quest for a direct 
qualification. 

They are placed 10th in the 
Super League standings, with 
77 points and two more games 
to play.

Only the top eight sides in 
the Super League get a direct 
qualification to the World Cup, 
which will take place later this 
year in India.
Scores: NZ: 274 in 49.3 overs 
(Finn Allen 51, Rachin Ravindra 
49, Chamika Karunaratne 4/43) 
bt Sri Lanka: 76 in 19.5 overs 
(Angelo Matthews 18, Chamika 
Karunaratne 11, Henry Shipley 
5/31) by 198 runs.

New Zealand thrash 
Sri Lanka in first ODI

New Zealand’s Henry Shipley (left) reacts while bowling during the first One-Day International against Sri Lanka in Auckland on Saturday. (AFP)

Jabeur, Garcia, Sakkari 
suffer shock losses,  
Sabalenka through

Alcaraz downs Bagnis in Miami opener, 
Zverev knocked out by wild card

Poole leads Warriors charge as they chase down Embiid’s 76ers

DPA 
BERLIN 

TOP 10 seeds Ons Jabeur, Car-
oline Garcia and Maria Sakkari 
were all eliminated in a day of 
upsets in the Miami Open sec-
ond round on Friday.

Qualifier Varvara Gracheva 
earned her first career top-five 
win by beating 2022 Wim-
bledon and US Open finalist 
Jabeur 6-2 6-2 in only 67 min-
utes.

Fifth seed Caroline Garcia 
also crashed out, losing 6-2 6-3 
to 74th-ranked Sorana Cirstea, 
having also recently beaten the 
Frenchwoman at Indian Wells.

Bianca Andreescu came 
from a set down to beat sev-
enth seed Maria Sakkari 5-7 
6-3 6-4 in a match that lasted 
over three hours.

Andreescu displayed some 
of the form that saw her lift 
the 2019 US Open title, fight-
ing back from a set down and 
proving composed in the big 
moments.

The Canadian, who is 
ranked 31st, will take on 2020 
Australian Open champion So-

fia Kenin in the third round.
Second seed Aryna Sa-

balenka had few problems 
against Shelby Rogers, win-
ning 6-4 6-3 in one hour and 
17 minutes. Sabalenka will next 
face 31st seed Marie Bouzkova.

The 2023 Australian Open 
champion has won 65 main 
draw matches in WTA-1000 
events, which equals Marion 
Bartoli and Ashleigh Barty at 
the 30th place since 2009 for 
the most wins at this level.

Indian Wells winner Elena 
Rybakina beat Anna Kalins-
kaya 7-5 4-6 6-3, and Petra 
Kvitova eased past compatriot 
Linda Noskova 6-3 6-0.

Ninth seed Belinda Bencic 
dropped just two games as she 
cruised past Leylah Fernandez 
6-1 6-1, and will face Ekaterina 
Alexandrova next as the 18th 
seed needed three to get past 
Taylor Townsend.

Veronika Kudermetova was 
eliminated by Marketa Von-
drousova 6-4 6-2, who goes 
up against Karolina Pliskova 
in round three after she eased 
past Wang Xinyu in straight 
sets.

DPA 
BERLIN

WORLD number one Carlos 
Alcaraz wasted no time in ad-
vancing to the Miami Open 
third round with a straight-
sets win over Facundo Bagnis 
in just 64 minutes, while 13th 
seed Alexander Zverev suf-
fered an early exit on Friday.

Reigning US Open cham-
pion Alcaraz eased past Bag-
nis 6-0 6-2, firing 12 winners 
and three aces for the match, 
committing only 11 unforced 
errors.

The Spaniard won the first 
set in 24 minutes, marking the 
first time he has won an open-
ing frame 6-0 at an ATP Mas-
ters 100 event. It was also the 
first bagel he has dished out 
since beating Bagnis in Umag 
last year.

“I knew that I needed to be 
focused for my first match,” 
Alcaraz said after his win, hav-
ing triumphed in Indian Wells 
last week. “To start a new tour-
nament is never easy, different 
conditions.

“I have to be ready to get 
used to these new conditions, 

but I was really focused on the 
match from the beginning, and 
I’m happy with the way that I 
played. I try to improve every 
day.” Alcaraz will face Dusan 
Lajovic after he beat 30th seed 
Maxime Cressy 6-4 7-6 (7-2), 
having knocked off Andy Mur-
ray in the first round.

Zverev was the highest 
seed to bow out on Friday, go-
ing down 6-0 6-4 to Japan’s 
Taro Daniel, who beat world 

number four Casper Ruud last 
month in Acapulco.

Daniel triumphed in 73 
minutes against the German, 
hitting 17 winners and com-
mitting only two unforced 
errors for the match, while 
Zverev gave up 18.

The Japanese wild card 
will meet Emil Ruusuvuori in 
the third round after the Finn 
beat 22nd seed Roberto Bau-
tista Agut 6-4 7-6 (7-5) to open 

up that section of the draw.
Third seed Ruud also had 

few problems getting past Ilya 
Ivashka 6-2 6-3 to set up a 
clash with Botic van de Zand-
schulp after his three-set win 
over Alexei Popyrin.

Sixth seed Andrey Rublev 
overcame J.J. Wolf 7-6 (7-3) 
6-4, having been broken in the 
opening game of what was a 
tight contest.

Jannik Sinner beat La-
slo Djere 6-4 6-2, marking 
his 16th win out of 20 appear-
ances at the Sunshine Double 
(Indian Wells and Miami), 
with only three other players 
- Novak Djokovic, Alcaraz and 
Hubert Hurkacz - having as 
many wins within their first 20 
matches.

Ninth seed Taylor Fritz de-
feated fellow American Emilio 
Nava 6-4 6-1, and will face 
Denis Shapovalov in round 
three after he beat Guido Pella 
6-3 3-6 6-3.

American 16th seed Tom-
my Paul came from a set down 
to beat Marc-Andrea Huesler 
5-7 6-3 6-4, while seventh seed 
Holger Rune beat Martin Fuc-
sovics 6-3 7-5.

DPA 

THE Golden State Warriors 
stormed home to rally back 
from an 11-point fourth-quar-
ter deficit to down the Philadel-
phia 76ers 120-112 despite Joel 
Embiid’s 46 points on Friday.

Jordan Poole was clutch 
with 33 points off the bench 
including six three-pointers, 
while Stephen Curry added 29 
points on 10-of-18 shooting 
from the field with eight re-
bounds at the Chase Center.

Poole made a pivotal three-
pointer for a 115-110 lead with 
1:18 remaining in the last as the 
Warriors improved to 39-36 to 
sit sixth in the Western Confer-
ence.

The 76ers had led by 11 
points with 11:32 remaining in 
the fourth quarter after Shake 

Milton laid off for Paul Reed’s 
alley oop layup, but the War-
riors launched their comeback 
with Poole and Curry at the 
heart of it.

Poole scored 19 of his 33 
points in the fourth period, 
while Curry stepped up with 
eight points in the final four 
minutes.

Klay Thompson added six 
triples in his 21 points, while 
Draymond Green had 10 
points, seven rebounds and 10 
assists in a busy display.

MVP candidate Embiid was 
huge with 46 points on 13-of-
23 shooting from the field with 
nine rebounds and eight as-
sists.

Tobias Harris added 23 
points for the 76ers, with 
Tyrese Maxey contributing 21. 
James Harden was absent with 

Achilles soreness.
Embiid scored 13 straight 

points for the 76ers in the 
fourth quarter after checking 

back in with 8:26 left.
Mavericks slip out of play-

in spots The Dallas Mavericks 
suffered their third straight 

loss as their playoff hopes took 
another hit with a disappoint-
ing 117-109 loss to the short-
handed Charlotte Hornets.

Luka Doncic scored a 
game-high 34 points with 10 
rebounds and eight assists, 
while Kyrie Irving added 18 
points, nine rebounds and 
seven assists, but the Mavs 
were undone after a slow first 
half, with Hornets forward P.J. 
Washington managing a team-
high 28 points.

The loss leaves the Mavs 
outside the play-in tournament 

spots in 11th in the Western 
Conference with a 36-38 re-
cord.

Lakers up to .500 for first 
time this season The Los Ange-
les Lakers squared their ledger 
at .500 and moved up to eighth 
in the West with a 116-111 tri-
umph over the Oklahoma City 
Thunder securing three con-
secutive wins.

Anthony Davis had 37 
points and 14 rebounds for the 
Lakers, while Lonnie Walker 
impressed in his return with 20 
points and Denis Schroder add-
ed 13 of his 21 points in the sec-
ond half. The Lakers improved 
to 37-37 with the win, getting to 
.500 for the first time this sea-
son, with LeBron James’ return 
form injury reportedly not far 
away. LA are 8-5 during James’ 
latest absence.

Sports

Jordan Poole #3 of the Golden State Warriors drives to the basket 
against the Philadelphia 76ers in San Francisco on Friday. (AFP)

Fame Sports Academy 
honours QBF’s role as 
NBA coach Brown’s 
training camp ends

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Fame Sports Academy 
recently honoured Qatar Bas-
ketball Federation (QBF), 
in recognition of the sport’s 
governing body’s role in rais-
ing the level of basketball in 
Qatar, at the conclusion of 
the second training camp 
conducted by renowned NBA 
coach Gigi Brown.

The training camp was 
held at QBF courts and un-
der the Federation’s supervi-
sion and drew more than 100 
players, including the Univer-
sity of Sharjah women’s bas-
ketball team.

Engineer Ahmed Ham-
mouda, Director General of 
Fame Sports Academy, pre-
sented QBF Secretary-Gen-
eral Saadoun Al Kuwari with 
a token of appreciation and 
thanked the Federation for its 

efforts and support towards 
the development of the sport 
in general and the training 
camp.

Hammouda added that 
Fame Sports Academy values   
and appreciates the effectiv e 
role played by QBF in devel-
oping the game and support-
ing private academies which 
will contribute to raising the 
general level of the sport in 
Qatar. 

He also expressed that 
Fame Sports Academy is 
looking forward to organizing 
such events in future in part-
nership with QBF specially 
after the huge success of the 
camp. 

It is also worth noting that 
Fame Sports Academy, in col-
laboration with QBF, also 
organised a friendly match 
between University of Shar-
jah ladies team and the Qatar 
women’s national team.

Carlos Alcaraz of Spain (lef) shakes hands after his straight sets victory 
against Facundo Bagnis of Argentina in their second round match at 
Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens, Florida, on Friday. (AFP)

Poole scored 19 of his 33 
points in the fourth period, 
while Curry stepped up  
with eight points in the  
final four minutes.

The defeat jeopardizes  
Sri Lanka’s quest for  
a direct qualification.  
They are placed 10th in 
the Super League stand-
ings, with 77 points and 
two more games to play.
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