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DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of 
State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani has sent 
a cable of congratulations 
to President of the Hellenic 
Republic Katerina Sakellaro-
poulou on the anniversary of 
her country’s Independence 
Day. 

Amir greets 
president  
of Greece TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

US President Joe Biden has 
welcomed the release of Paul 
Rusesabagina, widely known 
as the “Hotel Rwanda hero,”  
by the government of Rwanda, 
and thanked the government of 
Qatar for facilitating his release 
and return to the United States.

In a statement, the US pres-
ident said, “I welcome today’s 

release of Paul Rusesabagina 
by the Government of Rwanda. 
Paul’s family is eager to wel-
come him back to the United 
States, and I share their joy at 
today’s good news.”

He continued, “I thank the 
Rwandan government for mak-
ing this reunion possible, and I 
also thank the government of 
Qatar for facilitating Paul’s re-
lease and return to the United 
States.  I add my gratitude to 
those across the US Govern-
ment who have worked with 
the government of Rwanda 
to achieve today’s happy out-
come.”

Qatar has helped secure the 
release of Paul Rusesabagina, 
a former hotel manager who 

was widely honoured for shel-
tering Tutsis during the 1994 
genocide but was later jailed on 
terrorism charges, from Rwan-
dan prison after two and a half 
years in captivity. 

Now 68, Rusesabagina be-
came a symbolic figure for hu-
manity during the Rwandan 
genocide, in which he took in 
more than 1,200 Tutsis to his 
hotel and saved their lives. The 
events were later portrayed in 
the Hollywood movie “Hotel 
Rwanda.”

In a statement, Qatar’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Spokesperson Dr Majed Al 
Ansari said, “We confirm the 
official Rwandan statements 
that Mr Paul Rusesabagina’s 
sentence will be commuted 
and he will be released in ac-
cordance with a presidential 
decree. The procedure for his 
transfer to the State of Qatar 
is under way and he will then 

head to the USA.”
He said this issue was dis-

cussed during meetings that 
brought together Qatari and 
Rwandan officials at the high-
est levels. 

“The State of Qatar has 
been able to play the role of a 
neutral mediator in many files 
and issues, which has made it 
a reliable international partner 
in resolving disputes through 
peaceful and diplomatic means 
and bringing the views of the 
various parties closer togeth-
er,” he added.

He said Qatar’s facilitation 
role, reflects the mutual trust 
and strong relations between 
Qatar and partners in Rwanda 
and the United States.

US president thanks Qatar for facilitating 
the release of ‘Hotel Rwanda’ hero

Qatari mediation 
helped  secure the 
release of Paul 
Rusesabagina

Paul Rusesabagina.

Camping period extended until April 29
QNA
DOHA

THE Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change (MoECC), repre-
sented by the Winter Camping Af-
fairs Committee, has extended the 
camping period for the current sea-
son until April 29, instead of April 1, 
in the northern and central regions 
of the country.

The ministry also has decided to 
extend camping in the areas of Sea-
line and Al Udeid until May 20.

The decision to extend camping 
in Sealine and Al Udeid comes for an 
additional period compared to the 
rest of the regions due to the delay 
in camping there  to host a number 
of heritage events, which introduces 
visitors to the Qatari and cultural 
environment during the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022.  As the camping be-
gan in these two areas late, the min-
istry decided to compensate camp 
owners by delaying the end of camp-

ing there.
The ministry called on the camp 

owners to preserve the gardens and 
reserves, stressing the importance of 
everyone’s commitment to the min-
istry’s instructions during the end 

of camping, by not leaving waste in-
side the reserves, and collect it in the 
places specified by the ministry. 

Cars must abide by the natural 
paths set by the authorities, and not 
run over trees and plants, it added.

Qatar condemns 
burning of Holy  

Quran in Denmark
QNA
DOHA

QATAR has condemned in the 
strongest terms the burning of 
a copy of the Holy Quran in the 
Danish capital, Copenhagen, 
stressing that this heinous inci-
dent is an act of incitement and 
a serious provocation to the 
feelings of more than two bil-
lion Muslims 
in the world, 
e s p e c i a l l y 
during the 
Holy Month 
of Ramadan.

In a state-
ment on Sat-
urday, the 
Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs warned that 
allowing the repeated infringe-
ment of the Holy Qur’an un-
der the pretext of freedom of 
expression fuels hatred and 
violence, threatens the values 
of peaceful coexistence, and ex-
poses abhorrent double stand-
ards.

The ministry reiterated Qa-
tar’s total rejection of all forms 

of hate speech based on belief, 
race or religion and using sanc-
tities in political disputes.

It also warned that the cam-
paigns of hatred against Islam 
and the discourse of Islamo-
phobia witnessed a dangerous 
escalation with the continued 
systematic calls for the repeat-
ed targeting of Muslims. In this 
context, the ministry renewed 

its call to the 
international 
community 
to shoulder 
its respon-
sibilities to 
reject hatred, 
discrimina-
tion, incite-
ment and 

violence, underlining the im-
portance of upholding the prin-
ciples of dialogue and mutual 
understanding.

The ministry reiterated Qa-
tar’s full support for the values 
of tolerance and coexistence 
and its keenness to establish 
the principles of international 
peace and security through dia-
logue and understanding.

The Ministry of Environment and Climate Change has also extended the camping 
in the areas of Sealine and Al Udeid until May 20.

LIGHTS OFF  
TO MARK    

EARTH HOUR
The Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change celebrated  Earth 
Hour by turning off the lights in 
the ministry’s main building in 
the Corniche (Al Udeid Tower) 
and all the buildings affiliated to 
the ministry from 8:30 pm until 
9:30 pm. The celebration aims to 
encourage individuals and institu-
tions to rationalize consumption of 
electricity in addition to preserving 
the environment and spreading 
awareness of the importance of 
protecting the earth.  On this oc-
casion, Sheikh Dr Saud bin Khalifa 
Al Thani, Director of the Depart-
ment of Green Development and 
Environmental Sustainability, 
stressed the ministry’s keenness 
to participate in the celebration 
of Earth Hour, which falls on the 
last Saturday of March of each 
year. The Earth Hour is marked to 
remind individuals and the local 
community of their responsibilities 
to protect Earth from pollution, 
by encouraging them to turn off 
unnecessary lights and electrical 
and electronic devices for one 
hour. (TNN)

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE country is expected to 
see rain of varying intensity 
from Sunday until the middle 
of the next week, according to 
Qatar Meteorology Depart-
ment (QMD).

In a tweet, the QMD 
said, “It is expected that the 
amounts of clouds will increase 
in the country from Sunday 
with chances for rain of varying 
intensity until the middle of the 
week and it maybe thundery at 
places at times.”

The wind will be mainly 
Southeasterly — Northeasterly 
from light to moderate in speed 
with thunder rain. The QMD 
has appealed to everyone to 
be careful and follow all safety 
instructions during thundery 
rain and receive information 
from official sources.

Rain likely 
from today

QRCS to launch shelter projects for 
43,000 beneficiaries in 6 countries
THE Qatar Red Crescent Society 
(QRCS) is launching nine shelter pro-
jects this year for the benefit of 43,000 
persons in Syria, Yemen, Gaza, Niger, 
Afghanistan, and Bangladesh, at a total 
cost of over QR21 million. This comes 
as part of QRCS’s Ramadan Campaign 
1444 AH “Humanity First: Give to Char-
ity.” In northern Syria, a model residen-
tial village will be constructed for the 
earthquake-affected families, compris-
ing 300 homes, a mosque, a school, a 
health center, facilities, and services. 

Other development projects in-
clude a 25-home residential village 
for poor families in Niger, 10 (80 
sqm) mosques, each with a capacity 
of 1,000 persons  and 10 (120sqm) 
mosques , each with a capacity of 
1,400 persons, in Cox’s Bazar, Bang-
ladesh, to enable refugees and locals 
to perform prayer and other religious 

practices. 
Also, QRCS will support, rehabili-

tate, and operate four orphanages in 
northern Syrian villages. In Yemen, 25 
housing units will be constructed for 
poor families, and 5,440 shelter kits 
will be distributed to displaced families. 
In Gaza, 90 poor families and persons 
with special needs will have their homes 
restored, maintained, and provided with 
solar panels. (QNA) 

At least 23 killed  
in Mississippi  
tornado, storms (PG 5)
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Deputy Amir 
congratulates 
president  
of Greece
THE Deputy Amir His High-
ness Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Hamad Al Thani sent a 
cable of congratulations to 
President of Greece Kat-
erina Sakellaropoulou on 
her country’s Independence 
Day.  (QNA)

PM congratulates 
Greek counterpart
PRIME Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs HE 
Sheikh Mohammed bin  
Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
Al Thani sent a cable of 
congratulations to Prime 
Minister of Greece Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis on his country’s 
Independence Day. (QNA)

Quick read

PHCC shares health tips for fasting people

General Directorate of Endowments continues to provide  
support to needy critical cardiac patients through ‘Nabd’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Primary Health Care Cor-
poration (PHCC) has offered 
important health tips for fast-
ing people for the Holy Month 
of Ramadan.

“A scientific fact based 
on findings of studies shows 
that every person needs a cer-
tain number of fasting hours 
to cleanse the body of toxins, 
if that person does not suffer 
from any illnesses. We, as doc-
tors, believe that fasting is a pa-
tients’ personal right, and our 
mission is to help them take the 
right decision and fast safely,” 
said Dr Naela Darwish Saad, 
manager of PHCC’s Umm Slal 
Health Center and consultant 
of Family Medicine.

One of the most important 
risks that older persons are ex-
posed to while fasting is dehy-
dration as well as complications 
of chronic diseases, added Dr 
Saad. These include heart dis-
ease, diabetes, high blood pres-
sure and kidney failure. Add to 
that medication non-adherence 
— when patients do not take 
their medications as prescribed 
— as well as malnutrition and 

deficiency of some vitamins, 
minerals and calcium.

Dr Saad has advised older 
persons with chronic diseases 
to see a doctor early enough 
before Ramadan to check if it is 
safe to fast, and to manage their 
medications and determine 
the proper timings for taking 
them. Further, she advised to 
hasten to break their fast and 
avoid high-fat foods such as 
fried foods and red meat. As for 
people who suffer from chronic 
diseases, Dr Saad said that they 
should consult their doctor be-
fore fasting to check if it is safe 
to fast and develop a treatment 
plan for them.

For diabetic patients, fasting 
depends on the type of diabetes 
and its complications. People 
with Type-1 diabetes who are 
on insulin or people with Type-
2 diabetes on several doses of 
insulin a day are not advised to 
fast. In general, however, if a 
patient takes one injection of in-
sulin, it should be before iftar. If 
taken twice a day morning and 
evening, the main dose should 
be before iftar and the lowest 
dose before suhour, according 
to their doctor’s instructions.

For diabetics who take a tab-
let once a day, it can be taken be-
fore iftar. For tablets taken twice 
a day, a dose can be taken before 

iftar and the other before suhour. 
For some types of tablets, the 
patient may need to reduce the 
dose taken at suhour, according 
to their doctor’s instructions.

Dr Saad noted that all fast-
ing diabetics need to measure 
their blood sugar levels at home, 
whether while fasting or at 
night, to ensure that they con-
trol their sugar levels properly. 
Home tests should be done be-
fore iftar and suhour meals and 
two hours after the two meals 
to compare the measured blood 
sugar levels with the desired 
ones as instructed by the doctor.

Patients with acute hepatitis 
and decompensated liver failure 
cannot fast as they desperately 
need sugars and they develop 
ascites—the buildup of an ab-
normal amount of fluid inside 
the abdomen (belly).

Patients with chronic hepa-
titis and hepatic steatosis can 
fast, keeping in mind that they 
should avoid fatty foods that 
contain preservatives, pickles 
and sweets, and go for vegeta-
ble soup and green salad. They 
should also quit smoking and 
reduce animal protein to 50 to 
80 grammes.

Fasting is not required for 
some patients with cardiovas-
cular disease such as those who 
experienced a recent stroke dur-
ing the first six weeks, unstable 
angina, acute heart failure, heart 
arrhythmias, some cases of 
valve stenosis, and some cases 
of uncontrolled high blood pres-
sure.

Patients with kidney failure 
should not fast. If a patient is 
undergoing dialysis, they can 
fast on the day when they are 
not undergoing dialysis. It is 
also advisable not to fast for pa-
tients with kidney stones, espe-
cially on extremely hot days, but 
if they do so, they should drink 
enough fluids at evening and at 
suhour before fasting.

For asthma patients, fasting 
have benefits such as improving 
the lungs capacity and asthma. 
Patients can use bronchodila-

tors while fasting, according to 
religious scholars’ fatwas as well 
as the doctor’s instructions. A 
patient with severe asthma who 
needs an emergency checkup 
should break his fast in case he 
needs intravenous fluids and 
medicines.

Further, Dr Saad stated that 
fasting for pregnant women 
does not negatively affect the 
growth of the fetus if she follows 
a healthy lifestyle and diet. How-
ever, she has to consult her doc-
tor to avoid any risks she or her 
unborn baby may be exposed to 
or any pain she may feel.

Some pregnant women 
are not advised to fast such as 
mothers with low blood pres-
sure, severe vomiting in the 
early months of pregnancy, 
and some chronic diseases that 
require a specific medication. 
They also should not fast if there 
is a decrease in fetal movement 
or weight, if they suffer from 
preterm labour pain, if they are 
taking medication to prevent 
preterm labour, or if they de-
velop preeclampsia.

Dr Saad advised pregnant 
women to break their fast with a 
cup of milk and dates, then have 
some high-protein foods.

QNA 
DOHA

THE General Directorate of 
Endowments at the Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs has 
announced that it continues the 
existing partnership with the 
Heart Hospital of Hamad Medi-
cal Corporation (HMC) to sup-
port critical cases of cardiac pa-
tients in need through the ‘Nabd 
(pulse) Endowment’ sponsored 
by the department’s endowment 
fund for patients’ care.

Director-General of the Gen-
eral Directorate of Endowments 
Dr Sheikh Khalid bin Moham-
med Al Thani confirmed the 
continuation of supporting and 
assisting critical cases of heart 
patients, as one of the main 
goals of the endowment fund 
for patients’ care, and in compli-
ance with Prophet Mohammed’s 
directives on helping Muslims 

who are in distress.
He pointed out that the 

‘Nabd Endowment’ for the 
treatment of heart patients is 
one of the endowments that 
have recently become a part of 
the projects of the General Di-
rectorate of Endowments, call-
ing on philanthropists to sup-
port and enable it to perform 
the desired role.

Under the partnership 
with the Heart Hospital, car-

diac patients who are unable to 
bear the costs of treatment are 
helped in fulfilment of the con-
ditions of the endowers and in 
pursuit of the motto ‘Waqf is a 
community partnership’. 

Head of the Cardiothoracic 
Surgery Department at the 
Heart Hospital of HMC Dr Ab-
dulwahed Al Mulla expressed 
his happiness with this fruit-
ful cooperation and the quick 
response from the General 

Directorate of Endowments to 
play its leading societal role, 
indicating that 49 patients ben-
efited from this assistance dur-
ing the past year.

He appreciated the establish-
ment of the ‘Nabd Endowment’ 
for heart patients in particular, 
given that the heart is one of the 
most important organs of the 
body and any injury to it has crit-
ical effects and results.

The endowment fund for 

patients’ care is one of the main 
six endowment funds. It was 
established in pursue of the 
historical role of health endow-
ments in Islamic history. 

The General Directorate of 
Endowments at the Ministry 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs is 
keen to include health projects 
in its various activities given 
that the advancement of health 
services in communities is a 
criterion for their development 
and growth.

The fund is also one of the 
forms of community partici-
pation in health care through 
assisting needy patients; coop-
erating with the competent au-
thorities to conduct joint health 
programmes; holding educa-
tional training courses in the 
health field and utilising vari-
ous media vehicles to spread 
health culture among members 
of society.

Three tales of beauty & belief from Awsaj
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

HEMYAN sits in her room 
among a collection of her draw-
ings. As she prepares for school 
the next day, she puts the draw-
ings in her school backpack, 
thinking “tomorrow, I will show 
my teacher Jonathan my draw-
ings, and he will tell me – as he 
does every time – that I am tal-
ented, and that I will become a 
great artist when I become big”.

Her mother enters the room 
and sees her daughter, Hemyan 
Al Naimi, immersed in her own 
world, where she expresses her-
self and translates her feelings 
on paper, and as always, her 
mother praises her work and 
talent.

The next day, all of Al 
Naimi’s classmates at Awsaj 
Academy, a school for children 
with mild to moderate learning 
needs, and part of Qatar Foun-
dation’s Pre-University Educa-
tion, admire her drawings. 

They too have their skills 
and their beautiful worlds from 
which they draw strength to face 

their daily challenges. Some of 
them have Down Syndrome, 
and some have difficulties in 
pronunciation or communica-
tion. And at Awsaj Academy, 
they find the support to learn 
better and explore their abilities.

The environment at the 
school in which these children 
learn is like the atmosphere in 
their families – where there is 
love, and there is empowerment 
and confidence – which are 
what these students need to em-
bark on their life’s journey. 

On asking 16-year-old Lulwa 
Al Shaafi about how a girl can 
look like a princess, she said: “I 
am a princess because I am kind 
and beautiful. I love everyone, 
and I take care of my sister’s 
children. I also help my mother 

at home. I am smart, just like 
princesses.”

Another 16-year-old at 
Awsaj Academy, Fatima Al-
Qahtani, is no less confident 
than her friends. “Everyone 
in family says that I am beau-
tiful, and I know it, because 
everyone loves me – at home, 
at school, and wherever I go. I 
am also strong. And my moth-
er has taught me that I am an 
important person, so I must 
speak up for myself if someone 
tries to offend me.”

Teacher Jonathan Weldon, 
who supervises Al Naimi’s draw-
ings and the exhibitions organ-
ised within the school, says: “Art 
helped Hemyan improve her 
speech abilities as she became 
more capable of expression and 

communication. It also boosted 
her self-confidence and skills. 
She is a wonderful and diligent 
painter.”

Al Naimi says she started 
drawing when she was 12 years 
old. “My mother encouraged 
me. And drawing makes me 
happy; I like to draw faces and 
beautiful things around me.”

Another Awsaj Academy 
student, Lulwa Al Shaafi, does 
not get too close to the sea, be-
cause she is afraid of its depth, 
but she builds sandcastles on 
the beach. She has a list of her 
favourite songs in English, and 
she also has a list of dreams that 
she wants to achieve.

“I dream of graduating from 
Awsaj, studying at a university, 
and then becoming a director. I 
also dream of having a beautiful 
family and children,” Al Shaafi 
says.

This is their world and their 
dreams that resemble them, and 
these would not have existed 
without the positive image they 
have of themselves – which were 
formed by the supportive envi-
ronments at home and school.

HAMAD BIN SUHAIM AL THANI CHAIRMAN
ADEL ALI BIN ALI MANAGING DIRECTOR
DR HASSAN MOHAMMED ANSARI EDITOR-IN-CHIEFESTABLISHED SEPTEMBER 3, 2006

BPS grade 5 student is Gulf 
topper at ASSET exam

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

IT was a proud moment for Birla 
Public School (BPS) once again 
as Kenisha Sood, a student of 
the school’s Grade V, became 
the Ei-ASSET GCC Topper at 
the elite Ei ASSET Examination 
2022-23. 

“There is no joy greater 
than seeing our students ac-
complishing what they have 
been hoping for and working 
toward fulfilling their dreams. 
Heartiest congratulations to 
our brilliant and gifted star, 
Kenisha Sood,” the school said 
in a press statement.

Kenisha scored 873.2 in 
English, 828 in mathematics 
and 832.14 in science to grab 
the Ei ASSET Exam Award as 
the GCC Topper 2022-23. Her 
teachers and parents have al-
ways mentored and motivated 
Kenisha’s inquisitiveness. 

“It fills our heart with pride 
to see her at this level. She got 
the opportunity to meet and in-

teract with some of the eminent 
personalities from the educa-
tional sector. Kenisha has raised 
the bar in setting standards for 
talent across the schools with 
her passion and dedication,” the 
school statement added.

The management, principal, 
vice principal, headmistress and 
teachers of BPS congratulated 
Kenisha on learning her mark 
as the Gulf Topper for 2022-
23. “Kudos to the young Birlite 
scholar and best wishes for all 
her future endeavours,” the 
statement said.



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

TWO leading experts spoke at 
Weill Cornell Medicine-Qatar’s 
(WCM-Q) Grand Rounds to 
discuss innovations in kidney 
transplantation and the use of 
shockwave therapy to manage 
musculoskeletal injuries in ath-
letes.

WCM-Q alumnus Dr. Essa 
Abuhelaiqa, now a nephrology 
and transplant nephrology con-
sultant at Hamad Medical Cor-
poration, gave a presentation on 
the evolution of kidney trans-
plant techniques, and strategies 
to expand the pool of kidney do-
nors. He is also programme di-
rector of the nephrology fellow-
ship programme and associate 
programme director of the in-
ternal medicine residency pro-
gramme at HMC, and assistant 
professor of clinical medicine at 
WCM-Q. 

Dr. Abuhelaiqa, who gradu-
ated from WCM-Q in 2011, 
explained that the one-year al-
lograft survival rates for kidney 
transplants improved from less 
than 50 percent in the 1960s to 
over 90 percent today. Similar-
ly, the rates of acute rejection of 
the transplanted organ dropped 
from over 80 percent to around 
10 percent over the same period. 
These improvements are largely 
the result of the development 
of drug therapies for managing 
the body’s immune response, he 
said. 

While the improving suc-
cess of kidney transplants is 
good news, the number of kid-
neys required still vastly out-
strips the supply, leading to 
many premature deaths each 
year. One successful innova-
tion is a pair exchange model, 

whereby donors who are not a 
match for their loved-one are 
tested against other donors in 
the same position until a two-
way match is found. It is also 
possible to establish longer 
chains of multiple couples, ef-
fectively creating a universally 
beneficial network of exchange 
that maximises the chances of 
finding positive matches. The 
success rates of these chains 
can be dramatically boosted by 
bringing an unpaired altruistic 
donor into the group, said Dr. 
Abuhelaiqa. 

Other ways to increase the 
number of donated kidneys in-
clude government programmes 
that make it easy to opt-in for 
organ donation, nationwide 
publicity campaigns, and opt-
out programmes, where cultur-
ally appropriate, he said. 

In a separate webinar, Dr. 

Adam Tenforde, associate 
professor at Harvard Medical 
School and director of shock-
wave and running medicine at 
Spaulding Rehabilitation Hos-
pital in Boston, gave a presen-
tation on the current evidence 
supporting the use of shock-
wave therapy in the manage-
ment of musculoskeletal condi-
tions. The presentation, titled, 
‘Advances in Shockwave for 
Management of Musculoskel-
etal Injuries in Athletes,’ also 
explained how to apply knowl-
edge of the technique in clinical 
practice.

Dr. Tenforde reviewed how 
musculoskeletal conditions are 
common among athletes, are 
often difficult to treat and recur 
frequently. Shockwave therapy, 
which directs low-energy acous-
tic waves to injured tissues to 
stimulate the body’s natural 

healing processes and break 
up scar tissue, is an attractive 
treatment modality because it is 
non-invasive, can be performed 
in outpatient settings, and has 
evidence from research studies 
to support its use. 

While early shockwave ther-
apy devices were large, required 
use of nerve blocks, and often 
recommended immobilisation, 
current devices are the size of a 
desktop computer, highly mo-
bile and do not have the same 
need for nerve blocks or pro-
longed immobilization. The 
therapy has proven effective as a 
treatment for many conditions, 
including Achilles tendinopathy, 
proximal hamstring tendinopa-
thy, greater trochanteric pain 
syndrome (which affects the hip, 
thigh, and/or buttock), tibialis 
posterior tendinopathy, medial 
tibial stress syndrome, and plan-
tar fasciitis, among others. 

Both lectures were delivered 
as live webinars and were ac-
credited locally by the Ministry 
of Public Health’s Department 
of Healthcare Professions Ac-
creditation Section and inter-
nationally by the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical 
Education (ACCME).

Kidney transplant innovations, 
shockwave therapy in focus at 
WCM-Q Grand Rounds lectures

Qatar Charity renews cooperation agreement with Lulu 
Hypermarket Qatar to support Ramadan campaign

Doha British School wins Earthna’s Eco-Schools’ Green Flag award

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity (QC) has re-
newed its cooperation and 
partnership agreement with 
Lulu Hypermarket Qatar. 

Under the agreement, Lulu 
will remain a member of Qatar 
Charity’s Charity Partner (CP) 
programme and will support 
QC’s ‘Ramadan: Leave Your 
Mark’ campaign through its 
‘Shop & Donate’ initiative. Un-
der the agreement, Lulu was 
awarded the ‘CP’ trademark in 
the silver category.

The agreement was signed 
by Ahmad Yousef Fakhroo, 
CEO’s assistant for the Re-
sources Development and Me-
dia sector at Qatar Charity, and 
Shanavas Padiyath, regional 
manager of Lulu Hypermarket 
Qatar.

The renewed agreement 
comes as part of Qatar Char-
ity’s commitment to providing 
the necessary aid and support 
to the target groups. It is part 
of Lulu Hypermarket Qatar’s 

endeavour to support humani-
tarian work as a duty towards 
the community.

Through the agreement, 
Lulu Hypermarket Qatar will 
promote the ‘CP’ programme 
and draw the attention of com-
panies and establishments, 
through its available market-
ing methods, towards the pro-
gramme. 

According to the pact, Lulu 
Hypermarket Qatar will donate 
a sum of the amount collected 

through ‘Shop & Donate’, an 
initiative that is launched by 
Lulu in Ramadan, which is 
encompassing more than 800 
items for shopping this Rama-
dan. The share will go to Qatar 
Charity.

Lulu Hypermarket has re-
cently donated toys for orphans 
and earthquake-affected chil-
dren in Turkey and Syria.

On the sidelines of the 
signing ceremony, Fakhroo 
thanked Lulu Hypermarket 

Qatar for renewing the agree-
ment. 

He said Lulu Hypermarket 
has been a strategic humani-
tarian partner of Qatar Charity 
for years and has contributed 
to the implementation of many 
humanitarian and charitable 
activities.

Fakhroo also called on all 
commercial establishments 
and companies to join Qatar 
Charity’s ‘CP’ programme to 
discharge their social respon-
sibility towards the community 
and support humanitarian and 
charitable projects, especially 

in the holy month to provide a 
helping hand to those in need 
around the world.

“We are committed to ful-
filling our corporate social 
responsibility (CSR) by ac-
tively participating in social 
responsibility programmes 
in collaboration with Qatar 
Charity, based on the values 
of solidarity and cooperation 
between organisations and the 
community,” said Shanavas, 
emphasising the company’s 
dedication to playing a signifi-
cant role in promoting social 
welfare.

Over six years, Lulu Hyper-
market Qatar and Qatar Char-
ity have signed several coop-
eration agreements. The first 
agreement allows customers to 
donate changes when paying 
their purchase bills at Lulu Hy-
permarkets to support chari-
table projects both within and 
outside of Qatar. 

The second agreement pro-
motes Qatar Charity’s Khair 
Cards, while the third agree-
ment involves collaboration 
under the ‘Shop & Donate’ ini-
tiative, in addition to the ‘CP’ 
agreement.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DOHA British School Ain 
Khaled received the Eco-
Schools’ ‘Green Flag’ award 
from the Earthna Centre which 
works for a sustainable future. 
Established by Qatar Founda-
tion, Earthna is an organisa-
tion which represents the larg-
est global sustainable school 
programme in Qatar.

It is an honour to be award-
ed the Eco-Schools’ Green Flag 
Award as it is internationally 
recognised and demonstrates 
an appreciation of the school’s 
commitment to both becoming 
more sustainable and educat-
ing its students about sustain-
ability.  The student-led com-
mittee has helped facilitate 
events and opportunities that 
explore solutions to environ-
mental challenges. 

The initiatives focused 

on reducing waste and lit-
ter, reducing energy use, and 
increasing biodiversity. Stu-
dents have audited where en-
vironment and sustainability is 
taught across the curriculum, 
resulting in discussions and 
improvements across all sub-
jects, ensuring that there were 
opportunities for rich discus-
sions surrounding awareness 
of the global environmental is-
sues faced and environmental 
literacy.

“Events we have taken part 
in to get us to the Green Flag in-
clude Climate Awareness Week 
and Qatar Sustainability Week. 
These included many events 
which were all student-led 
and involved the whole com-
munity. We also have ‘Lights 
Out Thursdays’ where students 
across primary and secondary 
encourage teachers to teach 
using only natural light,” said 
Emily Walles-Butler, Geogra-

phy Teacher and Yellow Fal-
cons House Leader. 

“Students have been busy 
campaigning for new recy-
cling bins, litter monitors and 
increasing engagement in sav-
ing energy across the whole 
school. There are now bird 
feeders across the school and 
the committee is creating a 
greenhouse made out of recy-
cled materials,” added Walles-
Butler. 

DBS congratulated every-
one involved in the process of 
achieving the Green Flag ac-
creditation. “This is only the 
beginning as the school contin-
ues to develop current projects 
and create new student-led 
projects to improve sustain-
ability. A special recognition 
goes to all members of the Eco-
School Committee, including 
staff, parents and students,” 
said a press statement from the 
school.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MORE than 60 high school 
students from across Qatar at-
tended the Future A&M Engi-
neers (FAME) event, hosted by 
the Student Engineers’ Council 
(SEC) at Qatar Foundation (QF) 
partner university Texas A&M 
University at Qatar (Tamuq). 

SEC organised the event, 
with sponsorship from Dolphin 
Energy. The two-day engineer-
ing immersion event introduced 
prospective ‘Aggies’ to the uni-
versity’s world-class, accredited 
engineering programmes as well 
as the rigours, fun and traditions 
of being an engineering student 
at Tamuq. Students and gradu-
ates of Texas A&M University 
are called ‘Aggies’ and that tra-
dition continues at Texas A&M’s 
branch campus in Doha.

Student attendees partici-
pated in a variety of hands-on 
workshops and team-building 
activities, including a design 
competition, so they could 
learn what engineering looks 
like in real life. Participants also 
learned about the ever-growing 
importance and need for engi-
neers, especially in Qatar.

SEC President Zaina Alou-
deh’23 said, “The FAME event 
gives us an opportunity to show-
case what life at Texas A&M at 
Qatar: from our engineering 
majors to Aggie culture and tra-
ditions. High school students 
who joined us got an opportuni-

ty to speak to current students, 
and gain insights from industry 
as well. We believe the event was 
a success, and we hope to see 
many of them joining us in the 
near future.”

Attendees also learned about 
leadership development and ex-
tracurricular opportunities of-
fered by Tamuq — opportunities 
that shape Aggie engineers into 
engineering leaders who are so 
sought after worldwide.

Miguel Treviño, director of 
Student Affairs, said, “Texas 
A&M University at Qatar is com-
mitted to providing opportuni-
ties for students to develop into 
leaders and the future engineers 
of this country. The Student En-
gineers’ Council is one of our 
premier student organisations 
that annually provides oppor-
tunities for perspective students 
to learn about the engineering 
field and how our campus can 
help transform their dreams to 
reality.”

QF’s Tamuq hosts school 
students to get feel of life 
in an engineering college

Shockwave therapy, which 
directs low-energy acous-
tic waves to injured tis-
sues to stimulate the 
body’s natural healing pro-
cesses and break up scar 
tissue, is an attractive 
treatment modality 
because it is non-invasive, 
can be performed in out-
patient settings, and has 
evidence from research 
studies to support its use

WCM-Q alumnus Dr. Essa 
Abuhelaiqa, now a nephrology 
and transplant nephrology con-
sultant at HMC, spoke at WCM-Q 
Grand Rounds about kidney 
transplant research. 

Dr. Adam Tenforde of Harvard 
Medical School and Spaulding 
Rehabilitation Hospital in Boston 
spoke at WCM-Q Grand Rounds 
about shockwave therapy to treat 
musculoskeletal injuries.
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To mark the 646th birth anniversary of Shri Guru Ravidass Ji, the Ravidassia Community in Qatar organised a mega blood-donation camp 
on the second day of the Holy Month of Ramadan, at HMC Blood Donor Center. A large number of community members participated in the 
camp, while 110 people donated blood. The camp was led by Varinder Heera, Davinder Bains, Satnam Bhatti, Bittu Ravidassia, Kulwinder 
Mahi and Kuldeep. (TNN)

PWF-Qatar hands over 
500 blankets for Syrians
affected by earthquake

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

ON behalf of the Pakistani 
community in Qatar, the Pa-
kistan Welfare Forum (PWF) 
handed over 500 blankets to 
the Charge D’Affaires of the 
Embassy of Syria in Qatar, HE 
Dr Belal Tourkya, to express 
solidarity with the earthquake-
affected people in Syria. 

The PWF delegation was 
led by president Khalid Bhatti, 
founder member Ahmad Hus-
sain while member of PWF’s 
Steering Committee Fahad Is-
mail. Saad Barood, first secre-
tary of the Embassy of Syria, and 
Hussain Abdullatif, public rela-
tions and media manager, were 
also present on the occasion

The ambassador thanked 
the PWF and the Pakistani 
community for timely humani-

tarian support in the form of 
blankets for the earthquake-
affected who are mostly liv-
ing in tents and shelters. He 

expressed his gratitude to the 
Pakistani community in Qatar 
which supported his country in 
this hour of need.

EX NIHILO opens perfume 
counter in Printemps Doha

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

LUXURY Parisian perfume 
house EX NIHILO recently 
celebrated the opening of its 
new counter with the launch of 
a new fragrance in Printemps 
Doha, Doha Oasis, in the pres-
ence of the brand co-founder 
Sylvie Loday, coinciding with 
the niche brand’s 10th year an-
niversary.

To mark this milestone mo-
ment, EX NIHILO released a 
new fragrance during the event, 
VESPER GLITZ, from per-
fumer Nadège Le Garlantezec, 
which celebrates the airiness 
of an impertinent night out in 
Paris and the beauty of a noc-
turnal sillage in which floral 
notes of Jasmine and Mimosa 
embrace intoxicating emana-
tions of ambery notes.

The two-part event start-

ed with an in store brand in-
troduction in front of media, 
influencers and select clients 
where guests had the oppor-
tunity to discover the new 
fragrance and red ribbon 
cutting of the new EX NI-
HILO counter at Printemps 

Doha with the department 
store’s General Manager 
Thierry Prevost and Senior 
Vice-President of Abu Issa 
Holding Fawaz Idrissi, fol-
lowed by a private dinner in 
Vertigo, Banyan Tree, for a 
few select guests.

Al Khor Strikers win Savs Sports and Fitness hockey tourney title
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

AL Khor Strikers defeated Pearl 
Pirates 2-0 to win the first 6-A-
Side Hockey Tournament organ-
ised by Savs Sports and Fitness 
held recently at Qatar Finland 
International School.

In a closely contested final, 
Al Khor Strikers struck once in 
each half in the one-day tourna-
ment which saw six team con-
testing for the top prize.

Juned Coutinho, who won 
the Best Player of the Tourna-
ment award, scored both the 
goals for the winners. Moaz 
of Duhail Ninjas won the best 
goalkeeper award while Stefan 
Werner of Duhail Ninjas walked 
away with the highest goal scor-
er award.

Wakrah Warriors finished 
third, Duhail Ninjas, Doha 

Knights and West Bay Wizards 
were the other teams which took 
part. Prior to the tournament 
the players were auctioned and 
bought by the respective owners.

Players hailing from differ-
ent continents based in Qatar 
and playing hockey for the Qatar 
national team and others who 
have been playing the game con-

sistently over the years in Qatar 
were bought at the auction and 
took part in the tournament.

Savio Nayak, Founder & 
CEO of Savs Sports and Fitness, 
the organiser of the event was 
delighted with the success of the 
tournament.

“The tournament was a big 
success and most of the top play-

ers, based in Qatar took part in 
the auction and in the tourna-
ment. Most of the matches were 
keenly contested,” said Savio, a 
Qatar national team player and 
who is also a qualified hockey 
and football coach.

“We have a talented bunch of 
players in Qatar and if they are 
selected to the national team we 

will have a strong team starting 
from the regional competitions,” 
added Savio.

“Thanks to Qatar Hockey 
Association, we have been tak-
ing part in some regional tour-
naments but this tournament 
saw some new talents who will 
add more depth and options to 
the coach in the upcoming tour-

naments,” added the Mumbai-
born player.

Former Hungary national 
team player Gyorgy was delight-
ed to take part in the tournament 
and cross paths with players 
from different countries paying 
different styles of hockey.

“We witness some top level 
hockey and different styles of 
the game – the Indian sub-
continent style of play which 
is known for its brilliant stick 
work and the more physical 
game of the Europeans,” said 
Gyorgy, who is based in Qatar 
for the last 22 years. 

The one-day tournament 
saw players hailing from Eng-
land, New Zealand, Australia, 
Malaysia, The Netherlands, 
Hungary, Egypt taking part in 
the tournament besides play-
ers from Pakistan, India and 
Sri Lanka.

RAVIDASSIA COMMUNITY HOLDS BLOOD-DONATION CAMPAIGN

World Malayalee Council Qatar organises ‘Shootout Fiesta’ contest
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

PAYING tribute to Qatar’s 
phenomenal success in the ex-
ecution of the FIFA World Cup 
2022, the World Malayalee 
Council Qatar Province (WMC 
Qatar) conducted a ‘Shootout 
Fiesta’ for its members, at Al Ja-
zeera Academy recently

The participants received 
three chances each to try their 
luck at shooting penalty goals 
and win the prize. The contest 
had four categories: Men, Wom-
en, Juniors and Sub-juniors. 
All categories saw enthusiastic 
participation and more than 50 
members tried their luck at win-
ning the prize. WMC Vice Chair-
man Sports Jeby K John took 
the first penalty shot to inaugu-
rate the event. 

The champions of the event 
were: Shamsudeen Ismail 
(Men), Shahana Abdulkhader 
(Women), Mishal Kizhakeetil 
(Juniors) and Madhav Sharatch-
andran (Sub-juniors). Second 
places were bagged by Mu-
hammad Shihab (Men), Rehna 
(Women), Ala Abdul Karim 

(Juniors), Minha Butto (Sub-
juniors), while third-place win-
ners were Deepak CG (Men), 
Soumya (Women), Elaan Sha-
meer (Juniors) and Nutan Sha-
navas (Sub-juniors). 

Following the contest, the 
winners were awarded prizes by 
prominent Indian community 

apex body leaders: ICC President 
AP Manikandan, ICBF President 
Shanavas Bava, ISC President 
EP Abdurehman, ICC MC Mem-
ber Abraham Joseph, and ICBF 
MC Member Abdul Rouf Kon-
dotty, along with Guinness Re-
cord Holder running champion 
Shakeer Cheeerayi and WMC 

officials including Chairman VS 
Narayanan, President Suresh 
Kariyad, General Secretary Ka-
jal Moosa, Vice Chairman Pro-
jects DP Pillay, Vice Chairman 
Sports Jeby K John, Vice Presi-
dent Admin Varghese Varghese, 
Vice President Membership Sam 
Kuruvilla, Advisory Board Mem-

ber Ziad Usman and President 
WMC Youth Forum BM Fasil, 
Secretary Vipin Puthur, and 
WMC Women’s Forum Secre-
tary Simi Shameer. 

Winners of the FIFA 2022 
World Cup Winners’ Prediction 
Contest, conducted earlier by the 
WMC Qatar Youth Forum, were 
also felicitated at the event. 

Prema, vice president of 
WMC WF, was the emcee of the 
programme. This was the first 
in-person event by WMC Qatar 
after its inception in 2021. 

WMC is a worldwide com-
munity network that aims to 
create an international broth-
erhood of Malayalees to bol-
ster their cultural, artistic and 
social uniqueness, and helps 
understand other cultures 
with which they have to co-
exist and interact.
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Tornadoes in southern US kill 
at least 23 and wound dozens

DPA
WASHINGTON

VIOLENT storms have claimed 
the lives of at least 23 people 
and injured dozens in the south-
ern US state of Mississippi, the 
state’s emergency management 
service said on Saturday.“

Unfortunately, these num-
bers are expected to change,” 
the agency wrote on Twitter.

At least one tornado swept 
through the state, the National 
Weather Service confirmed. It 
caused damage in the towns of 
Silver City and Rolling Fork, 
the agency said. US media also 
reported other tornadoes, some 
of which came from the neigh-
bouring state of Alabama. One 
resident told CNN of heavy de-
struction. “I’ve never seen any-
thing like it,” Brandy Showah of 
Rolling Fork, Mississippi, told 

the broadcaster. “This was a 
great small town - and now it’s 
gone.” The storms in the state 
swept roofs off homes, ripped 
out trees and power lines and 
nearly leveled some neigh-
bourhoods, according to media 

reports. Around 100,000 cus-
tomers in Mississippi and the 
neighbouring states of Tennes-
see and Alabama were without 
power on Saturday morning, 
according to data from Power-
Outage.us.

An aerial image shows scattered barrels damaged from a tornado  
during a winter storm in Montebello, a city in Los Angeles County. (AFP)

DPA
KIEV

UKRAINIAN President Voldy-
myr Zelensky has said an 
expected counteroffensive 
against Russian forces can-
not happen now because his 
country lacks weapons, equip-
ment and ammunition. Zelen-
sky’s assessment, made in a 
report published on Saturday 
in the Japanese daily Yomiuri 
Shimbun, comes as reports 
from the front in the eastern 
city of Bakhmut show that Rus-
sian forces have stalled and 
Ukrainian defenders have con-
solidated their positions.

“We cannot start yet,” 
Zelensky said. Without tanks 
and artillery, “no brave sol-
diers” can be sent to the 
front, Zelensky told the paper 
in an interview conducted on 
Thursday, on a train on his way 
back to Kiev from visiting the 
front. The British Defence Min-
istry, in its daily assessment of 
the war in Ukraine, said Rus-
sia’s attempt to take Bakhmut 
has stalled because of “extreme 
attrition” of Russian forces, 
likely made worse by infighting 
between Russia’s regular army 
and the mercenary Wagner 
Group, both of whom supply 
forces to the area.

It suggested that Russia has 
now turned its forces toward 
the town of Avdiivka further 
south and to the front line sec-
tion near Kremina and Sva-
tove north of Bakhmut. This 
suggests that the Russians are 
returning to a more defensive 
position after their offensive 
effort, begun in January, has 

failed.This dovetails with the 
assessment from Valerii Zalu-
zhnyi, commander-in-chief of 
the Ukrainian army. Thanks 
to the titanic efforts of the de-
fensive forces, the situation is 
managing to stabilize,” Zaluzh-
nyi announced on his Facebook 
account following a phone call 
with his British counterpart 
Tony Radakin on Friday night.

However, the section 
around Bakhmut is still one of 
the most difficult areas of the 
front. The British Defence Min-
istry noted that Ukraine has 

also suffered heavy casualties 
from fighting there.  Zelensky 
said he is counting on support 
from the World Bank to help 
rebuild from the devastation. 

Zelensky said he met with 
representatives of the inter-
national financial institution 
and that promising new pro-
grammes were discussed. “Of 
course we have focused on re-
construction - and everything 
that needs to be done in the 
many Ukrainian towns and vil-
lages that have suffered from 
the terrorist attacks of the oc-

cupiers,” he said in his nightly 
video message.

“Houses, social infrastruc-
ture, the economic basis of life - 
all of this must be rebuilt,” said 
Zelensky. The World Bank esti-
mates the war did $135 billion 
in direct damage to buildings 
and infrastructure in the war’s 
first year. In total, the cost of 
reconstruction and economic 
recovery in Ukraine was put 
$411 billion over the next dec-
ade. The cost of debris clear-
ance alone was put at more 
than $5 billion.

Russia’s attempt to take Bakhmut has stalled because of “extreme attrition” of Russian forces

Ukrainian military paramedics carry away a fallen serviceman near Bakhmut. (AFP)

Zelensky sees delay in Ukrainian 
offensive due to lack of equipment

Increase in boat migrants 
arriving in Italy this year

DPA
ROME 

DESPITE recent boat accidents, 
a large number of migrants con-
tinue to try to cross the Mediter-
ranean Sea towards Italy, with 
the numbers more than tripling 
so far this year.In just 24 hours, 
more than 2,000 people, includ-
ing children, arrived on several 
boats on the Italian island of 
Lampedusa alone, the Italian 
news agency ANSA reported on 
Saturday.

Overall, according to offi-
cial figures since the beginning 
of January, Italy has registered 
more three times the number of 
migrants this year than seen in 
previous years. 

So far 21,000 boat migrants 
have shown up on its shores 
compared to 6,000 seen in each 
winter in the previous two years.
In the early morning hours on 

Saturday, 267 people arrived in 
seven boats. A sea rescue ship as 
well as patrol boats of the Ital-
ian authorities tracked down 
six of the seven boats and came 
to their aid, bringing them to 
Lampedusa. On Friday alone, a 
total of 1,778 people also arrived 
on the island, ANSA reported. 
There were 43 landings regis-
tered.

Lampedusa is located be-
tween Sicily and North Africa, 
under 190 kilometres from 
the Tunisian coastal city of 
Sfax. Many people  try to reach 
Lampedusa, Malta, Sicily or the 
Italian mainland by boat from 
Tunisia and Libya via the Medi-
terranean. 

For some time now, Italy has 
been debating the arrival of thou-
sands of migrants who are mak-
ing their way in boats that are 
mostly unseaworthy. The media 
refer to it as a “migrant boom.”

DPA 
WASHINGTON / BEIRUT 

THE US military on Thursday 
carried out strikes in eastern 
Syria on targets affiliated with 
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps  after a drone 
attack in the war-torn country 
killed a US contractor and in-
jured six others, the Pentagon 
said.

The US Department of De-
fense said that the drone struck 
a maintenance facility on a 
coalition base near al-Hasakah 
in north-east Syria at about 
1:40 pm (1040 GMT), killing 
the  contractor and injuring 

another US contractor in ad-
dition to five US service mem-
bers. The aircraft was believed 
to be of Iran. US Secretary of 
Defense Lloyd Austin said that, 
at the direction of US Presi-
dent Joe Biden, he author-
ized US CENTCOM precision 
airstrikes on Thursday night on 
facilities used by groups affili-
ated with Iran’s IRGC in east-
ern Syria.

“The airstrikes were con-
ducted in response to today’s 
attack as well as a series of re-
cent attacks against Coalition 
forces in Syria by groups af-
filiated with the IRGC,” Austin 
said. “No group will strike our 

troops with impunity,” he add-
ed. On Friday, the Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights, 
said 11 pro-Iranian militiamen 
were killed in the US airstrikes.

The Observatory, which 
has been documenting violence 
in Syria since 2011, said the 
strikes had targeted military 
sites of Iranian-backed militias 
in Deir al-Zour in eastern Syria 
and and its surroundings at 
midnight and at dawn on Fri-
day.  According to the watch-
dog, six militiamen were killed 
by airstrikes on a weaponry de-
pot manned by pro-Iranian mi-
litias in the Harabish neigh-
bourhood of Deir al-Zour, three 

others in the nearby al-Bou Ka-
mal desert and two others on 
the outskirts of al-Mayadeen 
city.

The Observatory said the 
US-led coalition forces had also 
carried out a series of arrests in 
the Khrab al-Jeer area where 
the coalition has a military base 
that was attacked on Thursday.

US forces were deployed 
to Syria in 2015 to assist the 
Syrian Kurds and their other 
allies in the fight against the 
terrorist militia Islamic State.  
Iran has been Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad’s main backer 
since civil war broke out in the 
country in 2011.       

US military strikes targets in Syria after deadly drone attack

HELSINKI:   With just over a week before the parliamentary 
elections, Finnish leaders decried the Saturday attack on a con-
servative candidate. President Sauli Niinistö and Prime Minister 
Sanna Marin sharply criticized the attack on Ben Zyskowicz, 68, 
in the capital Helsinki. According to Zyskowicz, a man between 
30 and 40 years old insulted him and threatened to kill him. 
The attacker had made disparaged Finland’s planned member-
ship in NATO and Judaism. Zyskowicz is the first Jewish person 
to be elected to the Finnish parliament. The attacker then beat 
Zyskowicz, who fell to the ground, as was seen in photographs 
captured by his election workers. The attacker was taken into 
police custody. Finland elects a new parliament on April 2. It 
has switched its historically neutral stance and applied for 
membership in the NATO defence alliance due to neighbouring 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Marin called the attack “shock-
ing and totally reprehensible. “Everyone must have the right to 
campaign in peace and without the threat of violence. An attack 
on a candidate is an attack on democracy,” she said.  (DPA)

Finnish leaders deplore attack 
on parliamentary candidate

News 
in brief

Medvedev: Ban ‘foreign agents’ 
from earning money in Russia

German train axe attack 
suspect remanded into custody

Brazil’s Lula cancels China trip 
due to pneumonia

MOSCOW:  Former Russian president Dmitry Medvedev called on 
Russian lawmakers to pass a law stating that anyone classified as a 
“foreign agent” can no longer be allowed to earn money in the country. 
Medvedev, who is also a former prime minister, still wields great influ-
ence as vice-head of the Russian Security Council. He made his com-
ments on Saturday to Russian media. The controversial “foreign agents” 
law targets people, media and non-governmental organizations in Russia 
that are not loyal to the government’s party line. Earlier this month Rus-
sia added the conservation organization World Wildlife Fund to its “for-
eign agent” list. The demand by Medvedev would mean, among other 
things, a professional ban and a ban on publication for Kremlin critics 
in Russia. In making his demand, Medvedev referred to the Russian 
writer Boris Akunin, “who left, cursing the country, the special military 
operation and the armed forces,” but whose books are still available 
in Russia. To classify a person as a “foreign agent,” the authorities do 
not have to prove that the person has received money from abroad. It is 
enough to allege that the accused is under “foreign influence.” (DPA)

BERLIN:  The man accused of carrying out an attack with an axe 
on a German regional train was remanded into custody after be-
ing brought before a magistrate judge on Saturday, police said. 
The 37-year-old Pole is said to have threatened passengers on 
a train travelling from Cottbus to Frankfurt an der Oder on the 
Polish border on Friday. According to police, he demolished six 
monitors and then injured a 17-year-old teenager with the axe. 
She was taken to hospital with a severe head injury. There were 
15 passengers on the train at the time of the rampage. (DPA)

RIO de Janeiro:  Brazil’s President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva has 
cancelled a high-profile visit to China at short notice because of 
pneumonia. The 77-year-old announced on Twitter on Saturday 
that the medical service of the presidential office had advised 
him to postpone the trip until the illness was completely cured.
LULA, who took office January 1 for a third term as Brazil’s 
president, planned to travel to Beijing and Shanghai between 
Monday and Friday. Before the trip, officials said that Brazil 
wanted to diversify its exports to China. So far, it has mainly 
exported soya and other raw. (DPA)

US President Joe Biden said United States is prepared to “act forcefully” 
to protect Americans.  (AFP)

Flood kills three, 
damages homes
in  Afghanistan

DPA
ISLAMABAD

More than three people 
died and 750 homes have 
been damaged over the past 
two days in Afghanistan due 
to heavy rainfall, the National 
Disaster Management Author-
ity said on Saturday. NDMA’S  
Shafiullah Rahimi said seven 
others had been injured. Flash 
floods caused the most damage 
in Zara district in the northern 
province of Balkh.

Flooding is an annual event 
in Afghanistan, but decades 
of conflict and environmental 
degradation and insufficient in-
vestment in risk reduction have 
contributed to the increasing 
vulnerability of Afghans, ac-
cording to the UN. Rahimi also 
said that the death toll from 
last week’s earthquake had 
risen to 10. 

Pope expands measures to fight abuse
DPA
ROME

ALMOST four years after Pope 
Francis issued tougher meas-
ures against sexual abuse in 
the Catholic Church, the Vati-
can announced on Saturday 
expanded and clearer rules.

The Holy See presented 
an updated version of the ap-
ostolic exhortation “Vos estis 
lux mundi,” or “You are the 

light of the world,” issued in 
2019. The pontiff confirmed 
existing measures, but or-
dered innovations and exten-
sions. The new version will 
take effect on April 30.

In 2019, the pope had re-
acted to criticism that he was 
not doing enough against 
cases of abuse in the Church. 
At the centre of the decree at 
the time was the obligation, of 
the entire Catholic Church, to 

report cases of sexual abuse.
The obligation to immediately 
report cases of abuse and cov-
er-up applied in the original 
letter exclusively to clergy and 
religious.

In the updated version, 
lay people at the head of in-
ternational associations have 
now also been added. In an 
interview with Radio Vati-
can, Father Hans Zollner of 
the Pontifical Commission 

for the Protection of Minors 
described this as the most im-
portant change.

The new rules also expand 
places where people can re-
port abuse by ordering the 
establishment of “offices and 
agencies” to receive such re-
ports.

The old version spoke of 
“stable systems” that should 
be “easily accessible to the 
public.”
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QNA
DOHA

T
RADITIONAL clothing in the 
Arabian Gulf is an integral part 
of the culture of the nation, and 
a legacy of the previous genera-
tions, which reflects the customs 

and traditions of Arab society. Tradi-
tional women’s costumes are consid-
ered an extension of the Arab dress 
in the Arabian Peninsula. They are 
worn on special occasions, as well as 
cultural celebrations to pay tribute to 
traditional dress.

With the advent of the blessed 
month of Ramadan, Qatari women 
are keen to live the spirit of the holy 
month in their homes, and begin to 
choose their traditional clothes very 
carefully, in order to beautify them 
during this holy month, thus instill-
ing in their daughters love for the 
traditional dress, and it remains a 
legacy inherited from generation to 
generation.

Qatari women are always keen to 
appear in luxurious clothes studded 
with unique cheerful colors, which 
represent their religious values and 
societal customs, in addition to the 
fact that all of these clothes are char-
acterized by reviving the customs 
and traditions of the Qatari heritage.

Among the bodies concerned 
with fashion, especially women’s, is 
the M7 Center affiliated with Qatar 
Museums. In this regard, the Direc-
tor of the Msheireb Center (M7), af-
filiated with Qatar Museums, Maha 
Ghanim Al Sulaiti, said in an exclu-
sive statement to Qatar News Agency 
(QNA) that the costume tells about 
the culture and heritage of the coun-
try.

She explained that the center’s 
role is to promote the traditional 
values of our Qatari society, stress-
ing the center’s permanent keenness 
on the importance of folklore and its 
role in shaping the memory and con-

science of the nation, stressing at the 
same time that local costumes are an 
integral part of this heritage. 

She added that M7 is keen on 
holding workshops that shed light 
on traditional attire in a bid to main-
tain the country’s cultural identity 
while also adding a modern touch to 
them to encourage the younger gen-
eration to engage with them and to 
grow their sense of innovation and 
creativity.

Al Sualiti added that the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 was on occa-
sion to showcase the Qatari culture, 
with tourists and fans trying on Qa-
tari traditional attire enthusiasti-
cally. She highlighted that instead 
of Qataris having to change the way 
they dress to fit in with the world, the 
world was one that embraced tradi-
tional Qatari clothes.

Speaking to QNA, the Qatari art-
ist and designer Tamader Al Sultan 

said that fashion is closely connected 
to culture, pointing out that she par-
ticipated in many local exhibitions 
organized by various entities in the 
country and often displayed designs 
influenced by Qatari culture and oth-
ers that keep pace with modern fash-
ion.

Regarding the way to revive 
women’s traditional costumes such 
as at weddings and events such as 
Ramadan, Tamader explained that 
there is no need to revive these tra-
ditional costumes as they are still 
present and have not disappeared, as 
they are renewed and flourish every 
time our mothers and grandmothers 
wear them on Qatari occasions and 
holidays.

The Qatari artist and designer 
explained that the international 
fashion shows that are organized in 
Qatar have helped in the prosper-
ity and revival of these traditional 
costumes, noting that the recent pe-
riod has witnessed a huge turnout 
by masses from all over the world 
to wear traditional costumes, in ad-
dition to women paint their hands 
with henna.

She pointed out that Qatari girls 
and women generally wear these tra-
ditional costumes in the month of 
Ramadan and on various occasions, 
and from her point of view, these tra-
ditional costumes are still alive.

Qatari women’s clothing is fa-
mous for its unique designs and is 
characterized by the many luxurious 
golden inscriptions that highlight 
the Qatari folk character, especially 
in Al Bakhnaq, a dress often worn by 
young girls on the night of Al Nafila 
or Garangao.

Al Bakhnaq is a black dress with 
some embroideries of bright golden 
or silver color, as the girl can wear it 
using an embroidered shield. Also, 
Qatari women usually wear the Al 
Nashel dress during Ramadan and 
religious events.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION AND ANALYSIS PAGES ARE THE AUTHORS’ OWN. QATAR TRIBUNE BEARS NO RESPONSIBILITY.

Traditional Women’s Clothing: A Custom 
Qatari Women Hold Onto in Ramadan
With the advent of the blessed month of Ramadan, Qatari women are keen to live the spirit of 
the holy month in their homes, and begin to choose their traditional clothes very carefully, in 
order to beautify them during this holy month, thus instilling in their daughters love for the 
traditional dress, and it remains a legacy inherited from generation to generation

LISA JARVIS

TUBERCULOSIS surrendered the title of the 
world’s deadliest infectious disease after 
COVID-19 struck, but it reclaimed that terri-

ble distinction last year. As with COVID, a new 
vaccine could go a long way to sharply curtailing 
the disease, which killed about 1.4 million peo-
ple a year before the pandemic and increased its 
deadly toll a bit after COVID took hold.

Scientists in South Africa and the U.S., 
along with the South African company Afrigen 
Biologics & Vaccines, have come up with a 
promising new strategy for a tuberculosis vac-
cine, and while there’s a long road ahead to 
bring the shots to market, a successful effort 
could yield an important new tool against the 
deadly pathogen.

Equally important, the project could lay 
the foundation for a vaccine discovery and 
commercialization network being built in 
South Africa and in other low- and middle-in-
come countries. During COVID, the world wit-
nessed the devastating consequences of poor 
countries having to wait on rich ones to share 
vaccines. A successful homegrown TB vaccine 
could be a first step in reducing that reliance 
on wealthier nations — for current infectious 
diseases and whatever threats arrive next.

The only TB vaccine available today is a 
100-year-old product that can be used solely 
in babies and small children, and even in those 
groups it doesn’t always work. To have any 
chance of meeting the World Health Organiza-
tion’s goal of reducing TB cases by 80% and 
deaths by 90% by 2030, “we need a new vac-
cine,” said Lucica Ditiu, the executive director 
of the Stop TB Partnership.

Getting to one has been painfully slow. The 
bacteria responsible for TB has spent several 
millennia evolving to hide out from the hu-
man immune system. Moreover, its genome 
encodes for thousands of proteins; picking the 
right ones for a vaccine that would give im-
mune cells the best target practice for future 
infection has been an arduous task.

So while more than a dozen vaccines are 
in development, the WHO noted in a recent 

report that there is “little antigenic and im-
munological diversity” among them. In plain 
language, that means they are all designed to 
show the immune system the same few pro-
teins. The best of those vaccines, a shot devel-
oped by GSK Plc, has so far proved only mod-
estly effective.

Even a modestly effective one could still 
save many lives, but given the burden of TB, 
we need to keep pushing for something bet-
ter. The team in South Africa might just have a 
good idea for that.

Its vaccine discovery was rooted in a sim-
ple question: Why do some people infected 
with TB become very ill while others don’t? 
The South African researchers collected sam-
ples over two years from teenagers who were 
infected with TB, with the aim of comparing 
the immune responses between those who 
went on to have active disease with those 
whose immune systems were able to control 
the infection.

But they didn’t have a good way to pull 
useful information out of the patient samples, 
which were relegated to a deep freezer for years. 

That is, until they teamed up with researchers 
at Stanford University who had devised a tech-
nique for analyzing which T-cell response was 
most common in the people whose infections 
were controlled as well as the TB proteins those 
immune cells were zeroing in on. The group 
eventually identified four key proteins that 
seemed connected to staving off TB.

That technological advance coincided with 
two other developments: the incredible pro-
gress in the field of mRNA vaccines during 
COVID and an investment from the WHO in 
an mRNA vaccines hub in South Africa. Al-
though the hub was initially focused on COV-
ID vaccines, it has turned its attention to TB, 
which before COVID was the leading cause of 
death in the country.

Afrigen and its academic partners are test-
ing several different vaccine designs in mice, 
comparing the immune response from each 
of the individual antigens identified by the re-
searchers with the response elicited by various 
combinations of them. The hope is that one 
design emerges as a clear winner and that the 
team can move on to tests in monkeys, which 

are a much closer proxy to humans than mice.
Whatever mRNA vaccine they land upon 

can’t simply work — it also needs to be afford-
able and distributed easily. That will require 
substantially lowering the overall cost of goods 
for making the shots and coming up with ways 
to keep them stable at lower temperatures.

If all those hurdles are cleared, the next 
big challenge will be funding human studies. 
Proving a TB vaccine works requires huge tri-
als. A simulation conducted by the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute, 
which licensed GSK’s TB vaccine in 2020, sug-
gested a Phase 3 trial would need to enroll at 
least 13,000 people living in a setting with a 
high prevalence of TB cases to show its vaccine 
is effective.

Petro Terblanche, the chief executive of-
ficer of Afrigen, feels “absolute surety” that if 
they reach that point, funders will come for-
ward. Overcoming the immense burden of TB 
is a high priority for public health agencies, 
and she believes the localized manufacturing 
of the vaccine will be added motivation for 
philanthropies and other groups to support 
the project. Given the historic underfunding 
of this scourge, I hope Terblanche turns out to 
be right.

And then there’s the issue of intellectual 
property. Afrigen’s initial efforts for a COVID 
vaccine relied heavily on designs described in 
Moderna’s patents. And while the team is try-
ing to create some of its own intellectual prop-
erty, Terblanche acknowledges that eventually 
the group will have to engage with Moderna 
and others to obtain the licenses needed to op-
erate. “That hill is still to be climbed,” she says.

This is just the start of a long journey for 
Afrigen and its partners. But if they succeed, 
their victory will not only be one for TB but 
also one for improving health equality for oth-
er infectious diseases.

(Lisa Jarvis is a Bloomberg Opin-
ion columnist covering biotech, health 
care and the pharmaceutical industry. 
Previously, she was executive editor of 

Chemical & Engineering News.)

THE ubiquitous social video app TikTok 
did not have a great day as CEO Shou Zi 
Chew was dragged before Congress to os-
tensibly testify, but really be berated, by 
lawmakers out for blood. In more than 
five hours of testimony, they painted the 
company as some sort of nefarious Chi-
nese government sleeper agent, plotting 
against an unsuspecting public.

There is plenty of cause for concern 
about TikTok’s corporate practices and 
general societal impact. The company is 
opaque about its algorithms and foments 
the development of sometimes harmful 
online subcultures often targeting chil-
dren, causing damage to their mental 
health, spreading misinformation and 
prioritizing engagement over all.

It mines data and creates profiles of 
users and likely non-users, which can be 
tapped for everything from individual-
ized advertising to more nefarious politi-
cal manipulation and conspiracy-mon-
gering. Yet those undesirable attributes 
also apply to a decent chunk of Silicon 
Valley companies, and certainly almost 
all popular social media platforms. Hell, 
it’s practically their business model, and 
they’ve fought tooth and nail to preserve 
it.

So TikTok could be used to manipu-
late political audiences? Facebook and 
Twitter have plenty of experience with 
that. It encourages teenagers to adopt 
warped perceptions of healthy bodies 
and lifestyles? Instagram’s got you cov-
ered. Its algorithm leads people to hate-
ful content? That’s YouTube’s turf. It 
pulled user data to spy on journalists? 
Uber has done just that and worse.

The point is not to shrug away others’ 
misdeeds, but to point out that the whole 
tech sector lacks regulation, and to sin-
gle out TikTok is to scapegoat it and di-
vert attention from the sorry state of our 
modern public squares. And we’ve not 
seen evidence that TikTok, which is not 
available in China, is the advance cadre 
of the People’s Liberation Army.

By all means, have bipartisan out-
rage at TikTok, and its contemporaries, 
too. But lawmakers moving to ban just 
TikTok under some rather strained and 
conspiratorial arguments about its ties to 
Beijing and then calling it a day are bury-
ing their heads in the sand.

The TikTok Hawks: 
House Hearing 

Hysterics Obscure 
Broader Social 

Media Problems

An urgently needed TB shot could democratise vaccines
A new strategy holds the promise of developing an important tool to fight the world’s deadliest infectious disease 

while easing a reliance on wealthier nations.
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DPA
BERLIN

GREENPEACE, the environmental or-
ganization, sharply criticized the agree-
ment between the German government 
and the European Commission reached 
on Saturday to allow new vehicles with 
internal combustion engines even after 
2035, so long as they use only climate-
neutral fuel.

Members of Green political parties in 
the European Parliament said they want 
to take a closer look at the e-fuels agree-
ment, whereas the German auto industry 
offered its praise. 

“This rotten compromise under-
mines climate protection in transport, 
and it harms Europe,” said Green-
peace’s mobility expert, Benjamin 
Stephan, in Berlin on Saturday. The 
“urgently needed orientation of the car 
industry towards efficient electromobil-
ity” would be watered down with the 
agreement, he said.

Parliamentarians said they needed to 
scrutinize the agreement. “We will exam-
ine the proposal very closely from a legal 
and political point of view,” the spokes-
man for the German Greens in the Eu-
ropean Parliament, Rasmus Andresen, 
said.

The President of the German Associ-
ation of the Automotive Industry (VDA) 

sees the agreement between Berlin and 
Brussels as a positive signal for climate 
protection.

“We need all climate-friendly tech-
nologies to achieve the EU climate tar-
gets,” she said. A compromise was need-
ed after Germany’s free-market liberal 
Free Democratic Party (FDP), a junior 
partner in Germany’s ruling coalition, 
said it wanted to revise an already agreed-
to deal with the EU over the phase-out of 
combustion engines in new cars by 2035. 

The FDP’s demand led to weeks of 
bickering not only between the EU and 
Germany, but also within the German 
government itself.

 Germany has a major car manufac-
turing industry that would have to imple-
ment the EU law in their product lines; 
for the EU, the combustion engine rules 
are seen as a central component of the 
bloc’s plans to become climate-neutral by 
2050. Critics of the e-fuels proposal ar-
gue that the fuels are scarce and require a 
relatively large amount of energy to pro-
duce compared to electric autos. 

Alternative fuels would be needed 
more urgently in aviation and shipping, 
they say. Anger from German environ-
mentalists was also directed at the Ger-
man government. Greenpeace’s Stephan 
accused Chancellor Olaf Scholz of not 
having stopped the “ruthless blackmail of 
the EU” by the FDP.

 DPA 
HAMBURG)

THOUSANDS of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses gathered in Hamburg on 
Saturday for a memorial service 
to the seven killed in a shooting 
at a Witness meeting hall this 
month. About 3,300 believ-
ers convened at a sports hall in 
the northern German port city, 
while another 90,000 followed 
the ceremony online, according 
to the organizers. 

Survivors and relatives of 
the victims were there, along 
with representatives from 
more than 50 Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses congregations in Ham-
burg and numerous politicians. 
A 35-year-old German shot 
and killed four men, two wom-
en and a 7-month old foetus 
during an evening congrega-
tion meeting on March 9. The 
mother of the unborn baby sur-

vived, but was severely injured.
The attacker then killed 

himself as police closed in. 
Nine people were injured in 
the rampage, two of whom 
are still in hospital. “We are 
speechless in the face of the 
violence and brutality,” Dirk 
Ciupek of the Central Europe 
branch of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
said in his memorial address. 
The community feels indebted 
to the police, who risked their 
lives to prevent the attacker 
from harming further people 
on the night of the crime, he 
said.

The rescue services and the 
member of the community who 
had the presence of mind to turn 
off the light in the hall during the 
attack - “and thus probably saved 
lives, but not his own.” Ciupek 
said: “It will be a different life 
than before, it will be a life with a 
void, a void that hurts.” 

Jehovah’s witnesses bid  
farewell to Hamburg victims

Gandhi says 
disqualification 
‘politically 
motivated’

AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI 

THE leader of Indian’s oppo-
sition Congress party Rahul 
Gandhi has said his disquali-
fication by parliament was po-
litically motivated. 
ON Friday, India’s parliament 
stripped Mr Gandhi of his MP 
status a day after he was sen-
tenced to two years in prison 
in a defamation case.

He was convicted by the 
court for 2019 comments 
about PM Narendra Modi’s 
surname at an election rally. 
The governing BJP says his 
expulsion conformed with 
parliamentary rules. A 2013 
Supreme Court order says 
that a lawmaker convicted in 
a crime and sentenced to two 
or more years in jail stands 
disqualified from the parlia-
ment with immediate effect. 
Speaking at a news briefing 
on Saturday, Mr Gandhi said: 
“It makes me no difference if 
I’m disqualified... Disqualify 
me for life.... I will keep going, 
I will not stop.”

Although India’s oppo-
sition parties don’t always 
agree on political issues, 
many of them have supported 
Mr Gandhi over his disquali-
fication. 

On Friday, 14 parties ap-
proached the Supreme Court, 
alleging that the federal gov-
ernment was misusing in-
vestigative agencies to target 
BJP’s opponents. 

Tunisian boat to Europe 
sinks, 34 missing: Official 

DPA
TUNIS

AT least 34 people went miss-
ing after a boat carrying mi-
grants trying to reach Europe 
sank off Tunisia’s coast, a judi-
cial official has said. Tunisian 
coastguards rescued four other 
people after the boat had sunk, 
Fawzi El Masmoudi, a court of-
ficial in the city of Sfax, said.

“The ill-fated boat was the 
fifth to sink off the region’s 
coast in two days,” he told dpa 

on Saturday.Four other boats 
went down off Sfax on Wednes-
day and Thursday, he added. 
Coastguards recovered bodies 
of seven Sub-Sahran migrants 
drowned in those incidents 
while the search was ongoing 
for at least 30 other missing 
people, he added. Eighty-four 
others survived.

Tunisian coastguards 
thwarted 79 illegal migration 
attempts in the past three days, 
the National Guard’s spokes-
man said on Saturday. 

DPA
MOSCOW 

RUSSIAN President Vladimir Putin 
said tactical nuclear weapons will be 
stationed in the former Soviet repub-
lic of Belarus, in another escalation of 
the hostilities between Moscow and 
the West. 

The Russian and Belarusian gov-
ernments were in agreement on the 
decision, Putin said on state televi-
sion on Saturday evening. 

He said Russia was not violating 
any international nuclear non-prolif-
eration treaties by moving the weap-
ons to Belarus, which shares a border 
with Ukraine and NATO members 
Poland, Lithuania and Latvia.

Belarus is closely allied with Rus-
sia. Long-time ruler Alexander Lu-
kashenko, whose re-election as presi-
dent in 2020 is not recognized by 
the West, is militarily, politically and 
economically dependent on Moscow.

Lukashenko has asked for nu-
clear weapons to be stationed on the 
country’s territory for years, putin 
said. 

Russia has delivered to Belarus 
the Iskander missile system that is 
capable of carrying nuclear weapons, 
and by July 1 the construction of a 
shaft for the weapons in Belarus will 
be completed, he said. 

There was no immediate infor-
mation provided by Minsk. 

The United States had “long de-
ployed” nuclear weapons in countries 
it is allied with, putin argued, saying 
that Russia was doing nothing “unu-
sual.”

As to why the decision was taken 
now, Putin said it was a response to 
the planned delivery from Britain to 
Ukraine of armor-piercing rounds 
that contain depleted uranium.

Britain’s Defence Ministry said 
this month that the shells had been 
standard equipment for decades, 
posed zero nuclear threat and ac-
cused Moscow of waging a disinfor-
mation campaign.

There have been fears that the 
Russian military could use a tactical 
nuclear weapon in Ukraine in order 
to achieve results more quickly in the 
war it has been waging for more than 
a year.

Tactical nuclear weapons usually 
have a far shorter range than nuclear 
weapons mounted on intercontinen-
tal ballistic missiles (ICBMs).

In December, Putin said the 
threat of nuclear war was increasing 
but not on account of any action he 
had taken, insisting the country’s nu-
clear arms were solely for the protec-

tion of Russia and its allies. 
Russia’s military strategy, he 

said at the time, envisions the use of 
weapons of mass destruction only in 
response to an attack. “That means 
if a strike is launched against us, we 
will strike back in response,” Putin 
said. 

Russia sees the weapons as a 
“natural deterrent,” he said. Mean-
while, on Saturday night, Putin said 
that Russia was increasing its pro-
duction of tanks. 

“The total number of tanks of 
the Russian army will exceed that of 
Ukraine’s by three times, even more 
than three times,” Putin said. 

While Ukraine will get 420 to 
440 tanks from the West, Russia will 
build 1,600 new tanks or modernize 
existing ones, he said.

Russia to station  
tactical N-weapons  
in Belarus: Putin

Greenpeace slams EU’s 
‘rotten’ deal on e-fuels, 
auto industry happy

BERLIN 
DPA

AN asteroid big enough to 
destroy a city is scheduled to 
zoom between Earth and the 
moon in the coming hours, but 
astronomers assure there is no 
threat of collision.

The large rock, named 
2023 DZ2, was only discov-
ered in late February. Its esti-
mated diameter is between 40 
and 100 metres, the European 
Space Agency (ESA) said.

Such a fly-by “happens 
only about once per decade,” 

wrote NASA’s Planetary De-
fence Coordination Office on 
Twitter, adding that the track 
of 2023 DZ2 takes it “safely” 
past Earth.

At its closest point to our 
planet - expected at 1950 GMT 
Saturday - the asteroid will 
be about 168,000 kilometres 
away, according to the ESA. 
By comparison, the moon 
is 384,400 kilometres from 
Earth. With a clear sky, the 
asteroid can be observed with 
binoculars or a telescope.

“There is no chance of this 
‘city killer’ striking Earth, but 
its close approach offers a 
great opportunity for obser-
vations,” said the ESA’s plan-
etary defence chief, Richard 
Moissl.

Newly discovered ‘city killer’ asteroid 
to fly between Earth and moon

Russian President Vladimir Putin shakes hands with Belarusian President Alexander 
Lukashenko during a meeting at the Novo-Ogaryovo state residence outside Mos-
cow, Russia recently. (REUTERS)

British PM urged to block predecessor’s reported honour nominations
DPA

LONDON

THE reported nomination by 
former British prime minister 
Liz Truss of four close support-
ers for peerages has sparked 
outrage among opposition law-
makers.

Ms Truss’s 49 days in 
Downing Street made her the 
shortest serving prime minis-
ter in British political history, 
having exited No 10 after her 

September mini-budget meas-
ures helped to send the value of 
the pound tumbling. But that, 
according to several reports, 
has not stopped her from put-
ting forward former aides and 
backers for a seat in the House 
of Lords as part of honours 
a prime minister can recom-
mend following their resigna-
tion.

Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats have called on her 
successor Rishi Sunak to block 

the nominations.Deputy La-
bour leader Angela Rayner 

called it a “list of shame”, com-
ing after she said Ms Truss 
“and her Conservative co-con-
spirators” had taken a “wreck-
ing ball to the economy”.

According to The Sun and the 
i newspapers, former Vote Leave 
chief executive Matthew Elliott, 
Conservative Party donor Jon 
Moynihan, long-term aide Ruth 
Porter and think tank boss Mark 
Littlewood have all been recom-
mended for peerages by the for-
mer Tory leader. Mr Littlewood 

is director of the free market-
supporting think tank Institute 
of Economic Affairs (IEA).

The group backed the dis-
astrous mini-budget unveiled 
by Ms Truwss and her chancel-
lor Kwasi Kwarteng, with Mr 
Littlewood, according to The 
Guardian, calling it a “boost-up 
budget”. Upon her resignation, 
Mr Littlewood said: “I’m very 
sorry the PM’s efforts to move 
the UK in a pro-growth, low-
tax, pro-enterprise direction 

has failed.
“She had a difficult hand 

to play, but she also played the 
hand badly.” He also served 
as chief press spokesman for 
the Lib Dems and reportedly 
was at Oxford University with 
Ms Truss. Ms Porter currently 
works for a lobbying firm but 
helped spearhead Ms Truss’s 
successful Tory leadership bid 
in the summer before briefly 
serving as her deputy chief of 
staff in No 10. 

An installation set up by Greenpeace is seen at the Brandenburger Gate in Berlin during 
a protest against the climate change policies. (AFP)

Britain’s PM Rishi Sunak.

RAMADAN IN TUNISIA

A woman extracts freshly-distilled orange blossom extract, a basic aromatic ingredient in many traditional 
Tunisian cooking and baking recipes, at her home in the region of Nabeul southwest of Tunisia’s capital 
on Friday. (AFP)
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QIIB announced the launch 
of its celebratory Finance Of-
fer in Partnership with Qatar 
Airways Privilege Club on the 
occasion of the Holy Month 
of Ramadan, consisting of a 
competitive Finance rate and 
Avios as a reward.

Both QIIB and non-QIIB 
Customers who transfer their 
salaries and liabilities to QIIB 
can receive personal or vehicle 
finance at a competitive rate 
whilst being awarded Qatar Air-
ways Privilege Club Avios. This 
offer, which is valid until May 
20 2023, will see loyalty mem-

bers being awarded 10,000 
Avios for every QR100,000 of 
finance.

Customers who take ad-
vantage of this offer can ben-
efit from a grace period of up 
to 12 months for Qatari Na-
tionals and three months for 
residents, calculated from the 
finance period. Additionally, 
they can apply for finance via 
the bank’s extensive network 
of branches as well as state-of-
the-art digital channels which 

include QIIB Mobile and In-
ternet Banking. The minimum 
Finance period is two years.

Commenting on the launch 
of the offer, QIIB Deputy CEO 
Jamal Abdullah Al Jamal said, 
“On the occasion of the Holy 
Month of Ramadan, we are 
pleased to provide our cus-
tomers with a finance offer 
that caters to their aspirations 
and needs. We are honoured 
to launch this offer in partner-
ship with Qatar Airways Privi-

lege Club, the World’s best 
airline, a company which rep-
resents quality and excellence 
at its foundation.”

Furthermore, he said, “The 
finance offer was designed 
based on a market study that 
focuses on the real needs of 
our customers and aims to 
provide credible benefits that 
attract customers.”

Qatar Airways Chief Com-
mercial Officer Thierry Anti-
nori said, “At Qatar Airways 

we strive to deliver the best 
products and offerings in the 
market to our loyalty mem-
bers, a quality we value in our 
partners. As QIIB launches 
the celebratory financing of-
fer, we are delighted to include 
Qatar Airways Privilege Club 
Avios earning opportunities. 
We look forward to seeing our 
members avail of this option 
to collect reward points and 
spend them on their future 
travels.”

QIIB ties up with QA Privilege Club to launch financing offer

QNA
DOHA 

SPENDING and consump-
tion rates double annually in 
Ramadan, and as a result, lo-
cal markets flourish as the 
holy month moves its cycle 
and accelerates its growth pro-
cesses, according to economic 
experts.

Speaking to QNA about 
the repercussions of the holy 
month on the national econo-
my, they unanimously agreed 
that Ramadan is a catalyst for 
its acceleration, and the in-
creased demand for commodi-
ties is a motive for the produc-
tive forces.

The consumption pattern 
during Ramadan has become 
a source of strength for the lo-
cal economy, and a driver for 
the market, in which it finds a 
sufficient opportunity to move 
inventory before the advent of 
the holy month, for businesses 
to make a substantial income.

According to economist 
Fawaz Al Hajri, purchasing 
habits in Ramadan usually 
stimulate the performance of 
eight main sectors, directly re-
lated to the occasion, foremost 
of which are food products, 
livestock, textiles and cloth-
ing, gifts, sweets and nuts, ho-
tels, restaurants, and beauty 
salons, as they enjoy higher 
demand from consumers.

These sectors collectively 
benefit from the season, and 
their sales double during Ram-
adan, which reflects positively 
on them, he said.

As for the local economy 
being affected by the policy 
of reducing working hours, Al 
Hajri ruled that out, saying: 
“Fasting and its duration do 
not affect productivity. On the 
contrary, the holy month is a 
catalyst for all its operations.”

He cited the experience of 
Qatar during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and during its host-
ing of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, as manpower and 
working hours were reduced 
by up to 80 percent, and pro-
duction processes were not af-
fected by that.

The time reduction does 
not harm the employee’s pro-
ductivity, whether it is during 
Ramadan or at other times. 
Focus and specialization are 
the decisive factors, not time 
as some think, he said.

Productivity is one of the 
economic drivers, but it is 
not the main engine, he said 
emphasizing the necessity of 
sales outlets, and channels as 
well as the demand for these                  
products.

Al Hajri believes that Ram-
adan has a positive impact on 
the local economy, through 
the improvement of the ‘con-
sumer’ purchases index, and 
the increase in the production 
of the food sector, which im-
proves the operations of the 
transport sector, retail mar-
kets and the entire industrial 
sector.

Economists point out the 
difference in the impact of the 
holy month on the economy 
of each country based on the 

structure of its existing eco-
nomical structure.

Businessman Hassan Al 
Hakim said that the shopping 
movement is not the only one 
that thrives in Ramadan, as 
the flavours of the month are 
directly reflected in all the 
economies of Arab and Islamic 
countries, expecting the local 
market to continue its momen-
tum and double its gains in the 
current Ramadan, as a result 
of the record growth of the                    
movement.

The competition and of-
fers presented by companies 
to attract shoppers to buy their 
products may push those busi-
nesses to reduce their prices, 
especially in the second half of 
Ramadan.

Increasing demand for 
goods and services accelerates 
economic growth and provides 
new job opportunities, and this 
will be in the interest of com-
panies, in terms of higher rev-
enues, as a result of increased 
sales, which will generate more 
profits, he added.

He pointed to the achieve-
ments of remote work, during 
the previous period, in filling 
any shortcomings that might 
hinder the progress of produc-
tion processes and their chains. 

“In addition, the majority of 
projects are managed electron-
ically, including the conclusion 
of contracts, and commercial 
deals. This is no longer restrict-
ed to working hours and work-
ing days, and have become 
more flexible and dynamic 
than before,” he stressed.

Local agricultural markets 
to continue operations 
during Ramadan: Marri

QNA
DOHA

WITH the beginning of the holy month of 
Ramadan, the local markets are witnessing 
a great demand from citizens and residents 
to buy goods, food products, and the re-
quirements of the holy month, amidst a di-
versity that has become evident in the local 
market, which allows consumers to choose 
between goods in terms of prices and qual-
ity, and to choose what suits them.

Among these food products that citi-
zens and residents demand are agri-
cultural products, whose consumption 
rate increases during the holiday sea-
son. This increase was matched by an 
increase in the national production of 
vegetables during the past few years, ac-
cording to figures issued by the concerned  
authorities.

Director of the Food Security Depart-
ment Dr. Masoud Jarallah Al Marri told 
QNA in this regard that agricultural pro-
duction in the State of Qatar covers most 
of the needs of the local market in terms of 
some main varieties of vegetables, such as 
cucumbers and tomatoes.

Agricultural production reaches its peak 
during the months of March and April, 
which coincides with the month of Rama-
dan this year. Therefore, local vegetables 
will be present in the local markets in abun-
dance during the holy month to cover most 
of the domestic demand.

The Director of the Food Security De-
partment added that the holy month of 
Ramadan usually witnesses an increase in 
the volume of vegetable consumption com-
pared to the rest of the year, and the local 
demand for some varieties of Qatari vege-
table increases during the month of Rama-
dan, as they are fresh and of high quality.

The agricultural sector at the Ministry 
of Municipality works to coordinate with 
producing farms in the country to increase 
the areas planted with vegetables, to con-
tribute to covering consumers’ needs for 
vegetables during this period of the year.

In this regard, Dr. Masoud Jarallah Al 
Marri indicated that the Qatari agricul-
tural sector had made a huge leap towards 
achieving food security. Vegetable produc-
tion increased from 55,000 tons in 2017 
to reach about 97,000 tons in 2022, an in-
crease of 76 percent.

He explained that in order to support 
the productive Qatari farms in marketing 
their products directly and to ensure that 
consumers obtain their needs of fresh local 
vegetables, the agricultural product yards 
will continue to operate during the blessed 
month of Ramadan, noting that the Qatari 
agricultural product yards are considered 
one of the most important marketing pro-
grams that the agricultural sector at the 
Ministry of Municipality launched in recent 
years.

The Ministry has opened five yards for 

the Qatari agricultural product in the ar-
eas of Al Mazroua, Al Khor, Al Thakhira, Al 
Wakra, Al Shamal and Al Sheehaniya. The 
idea of the yards is to provide an opportu-
nity for the Qatari agricultural product to 
market its own production without an in-
termediary, which contributes to reducing 
marketing costs to the lowest possible ex-
tent, as well as reducing vegetable waste.

Reports indicate that Qatar’s produc-
tion of some vegetables exceeds domestic 
consumption rates, in addition, the lo-
cal market needs about 2,000 tonnes of 
cucumbers and about 5-6,000 tonnes of 
tomatoes per month, and these needs are 
secured through Qatari farms during the 
agricultural seasons.

The demand during the month of Ram-
adan is witnessing an increase by outlets 
and shops for local vegetables, as they have 
become entirely dependent on them, es-
pecially during the winter season, when it 
reaches 100 percent, as these products now 
fully cover consumer demand.

It is noteworthy that the Qatar National 
Food Security Strategy 2018-2023, which 
is entering its final year, focused on four 
main pillars: international trade and logis-
tics, domestic self-sufficiency, strategic re-
serves, and enabling factors: local markets.

The Ministry of Municipality is current-
ly working on preparing a strategic plan for 
food security for the agricultural sector un-
til 2030, which will include goals, areas of 
development, initiatives and outputs, and 
will be shared with the private sector.

In addition, the Ministry is working to 
launch an initiative to develop agricultural 
services and implement digital transforma-
tion projects in the sector, agrarian digi-
tization, and a digital farmer community, 
which would raise efficiency and support 
decision-making for this currently vital sec-
tor of the country.

High spending, consumption rate during 
Ramadan help markets flourish: Experts

Jamal Al Jamal: We are honoured to launch a special offer to our customers in partnership with Qatar Airways    We look forward to seeing 
our members avail of this option to collect rewards points and spend them on their future travels: Qatar Airways Representative

QIIB Deputy CEO Jamal Abdullah 
Al Jamal 

The consumption pattern during Ramadan has become a source of strength for the local economy, and a 
driver for the market. Food Security Department Director Dr. Masoud 

Jarallah Al Marri 
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The significant expansion of internation-
al trade in goods has been one of the 
pillars of the global economy during 

the last fifty years. This was a vital engine of 
growth that resulted in significant economic 
gains in terms of lower prices for consum-
ers and increased productivity around the 
world. However, when considered as a per-
centage of global GDP, trade progress seems 
to have stalled since the Global Financial 
Crisis in 2008-09.  Has global trade in goods 
peaked? 

In this piece, we argue that the period 
of favourable structural tailwinds for global 
trade growth is far behind us and new fac-
tors are pointing to more headwinds in the 
near future. 

 The robust growth in the international 
trade of goods pre-GFC was boosted by dif-
ferent factors. First, there has been signifi-
cant progress in terms of trade liberalization. 
Several regional trade agreements were 
established in the 1990s, including the North 
American Free Trade Association (NAFTA), 
the European Union (EU), the Southern 
Common Market (Mercosur), and the As-
sociation of Southeaset Asian Economies 
(ASEAN). Due to these agreements, and in 
addition to multilateral negotiations and 
unilateral trade reforms of countries opening 
up, trade barriers have decreased  signifi-
cantly. 

In fact, the average applied tariff rate for 
goods in middle and low income countries 
was lowered from 23% in 1989 to below 5% 
in recent years.

Second, the process of economic devel-
opment in different countries was another 
contributing element to trade growth. Coun-
tries like China, India and other frontier 
markets from Southeast Asia set up more ag-
gressive goals of diminishing poverty levels, 
moving up the value chain from agriculture 
to manufacturing and integrating into the 
global economy. In fact, China’s “catch-up” 
to higher levels of income per capita was led 
by an intense process of industrialization 
and produced an abundance of goods for 
export. Similarly, India increased the volume 
of trade relative to GDP from 16% in 1990 
to 56% in 2012, and even higher growth was 
shown by many countries in South East Asia, 
such as Vietnam, Indonesia, and Thailand.

Third, technological progress has had 
a positive impact on international trade 
through different channels. It improved 
communications and reduced its costs, al-
lowing for better coordination of firms and 
suppliers, including the implementation 
of just-in-time manufacturing processes 
at scale, with lower trade-cycle times. The 
development of electronic payment systems 
have reduced transaction costs of interna-
tional trade, making participation in global 
markets more affordable for firms. Addition-
ally, it has enhanced access to information, 
making it easier to reach longer-distance 
markets and suppliers. 

With these developments, global value 
chains (GVC) emerged as production started 
to take place in stages across different 
countries. GVC have a multiplying effect on 
trade volumes since each unit of product 
exported requires inputs and semi-finished 
products to cross borders numerous times. 
As a typical example, the iPhone requires 
components from suppliers in 43 countries, 
which in turn require intermediate inputs 
from different sources. 

However, headwinds are now dominat-
ing the long-term picture for trade growth. 

On trade liberalization, there is now 
more limited room for additional reduc-
tions in tariffs. While tariff reduction was an 
important driver of trade growth in the past, 
particularly by integrating middle and low 
income countries into the global economy, 

the applied tariffs rate is currently low on 
average, in both advanced economies and 
emerging markets. In addition, there is a 
lack of political interest to further reduce the 
currently low tariffs, as they mostly apply 
to sensitive sectors, such as agriculture and 
national security related segments.

Furthermore, the process of integration 
of previous decades is now threatened by 
geopolitical tensions as well as by more trade 
protectionism. Ongoing disputes between 
the US and China that started in 2018, and 
later the Russo-Ukrainian conflict are lead-
ing to ever more trade barriers, sanctions, 
and technology bans. As an example, in late 
2022, the US Commerce Department issued 
an exceptionally broad set of prohibitions on 
exports to China of semiconductor chips and 
other high-tech equipment. Moreover, pro-
tectionism has appeared on the scene even 
when it comes to trade amongst allies. The 
US Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) approved 
mid- last year, for instance, contains direct 
subsidies to industries where the competi-
tion with European companies is intense, 
creating de facto barriers against external 
players in the US market.

On factors related to economic develop-
ment, change also favours a slowdown in the 
relative importance of trade. A distinctive 
feature of growth is the structural transfor-
mation that increases the share of services in 
the economy relative to manufacturing and 
agriculture. This process naturally reduces 
the weight of trade in the economy. Trade 
levels in China, which accounted for 64% of 
its GDP at the peak in 2006, are now already 
below 40%, and on their way to converging 
to that of “mega economies” like the US, 
which stands at around 25%. As China rebal-
ances its growth model towards more do-
mestic consumption, rather than on exports, 
this process can only deepen.

All in all, while trade will continue to be 
a key feature of the global landscape, the pe-
riod of robust trade expansion is behind us. 
New headwinds coming from an exhaustion 
of tariff-based liberalization, geopolitical 
tensions, and the new development dynam-
ics in China are set to lead to a marked 
slowdown in trade growth.

  — By QNB Economics

Has global trade in goods peaked?
QNB ECONOMIC COMMENTARY

Oil prices settled lower on Friday as European 
banking shares fell and after U.S. Energy 
Secretary Jennifer Granholm said refilling the 

country’s Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) may 
take several years, dampening demand prospects. 

The White House said in October it would buy 
back oil for the SPR when prices were at or below 
about $67-$72 per barrel. Brent crude settled down 
92 cents, or 1.2%, to $74.99. West Texas Intermedi-
ate U.S. crude futures fell 70 cents, or 1%, to $69.26 
a barrel. Both benchmarks rose last week as bank-
ing sector turmoil eased. 

Brent futures rose 2.8% in the week while U.S. 
crude futures rose 3.8%. The banking stocks in 
Europe slid with Deutsche Bank and UBS Group 
slammed by worries that the worst problems in the 
sector since the 2008 financial crisis could persist. 
Russian Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Novak 
said a previously announced cut of 500,000 barrels 
per day in Russia’s oil production would be from 
an output level of 10.2 million bpd in February, the 
RIA Novosti news agency reported. That means 
Russia aims to produce 9.7 million bpd between 
March and June, according to Novak, a much small-
er output cut than Moscow previously indicated. 

Asia spot prices slip as weak northern de-
mand remains

Asian spot prices of liquefied natural gas de-
clined last week, falling to a 21-month low, as weak 
demand in the northeast Asia region continues to 
pressure prices down. The average LNG price was 

$13 per mmBtu, down 50 cents, or 3.7%, from the 
previous week, industry sources estimated. Prices 
have fallen 53% year-to-date and around 81% from 
the August 2022 peak at $70.50 per mmBtu. In Eu-
rope, gas prices rose on Friday due to firm demand 
and as industrial action protesting against pension 
system changes in France affected operations at nu-
clear plants and LNG terminals. European gas pric-
es had also been supported by mildly colder weather 
and less wind. Analysts said that the market has 
also continued to eye the potential for production 

issues across several Atlantic basin liquefaction 
terminals, including Freeport LNG in the U.S. and 
Angola LNG. Angola’s only LNG project had recent-
ly cancelled tenders due to production issues at its 
plant, while a company spokesperson said the plant 
is currently operating at reduced rates. Meanwhile, 
the U.S. LNG export plant, Freeport, had cancelled 
up to four shipments of LNG due to restart snags 
after an eight-month-long outage.

 -By The Al-Attiyah Foundation

Oil settles down on worries over European banks
WEEKLY ENERGY MARKET REVIEW
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Lulu Group’s UK export 
arm receives British  
honour for excellence

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

Y International (UK) Ltd, Bir-
mingham, the smart manufac-
turing export distribution arm 
of Lulu Group International, 
has won the Greater Birming-
ham Chambers of Commerce 
Award for Excellence in Inter-
national Business for the sec-
ond time. 

The award was received 
jointly by Dr Mohamed Al-
thaf, Director of Lulu Group 
International, Fahim, General 
Manager for Y International 
UK and Italy, and other senior 
officials at a prestigious event 
held on Thursday, the 16th 
March, 2023 night at the ICC 
in Birmingham.

Y International has been 
a leading player in the field 
of smart manufacturing and 
export distribution for many 
years. Its commitment to in-
novation, quality, and cus-
tomer service has been in-
strumental in its success, and 
these values have been recog-
nized by various prestigious 
awards. 

In addition to winning the 
Greater Birmingham Cham-
bers of Commerce Award for 
Excellence in International 
Business twice, Y Internation-
al was also the recipient of the 
Queen’s Award for Enterprise:  
International Trade 2017. 
This accolade is the highest 
official UK award for British 
businesses, and it recognizes 
the outstanding achievements 
in international trade.

“We are honored to have 

received the Greater Birming-
ham Chambers of Commerce 
Award for Excellence in Inter-
national Business for the sec-
ond time,” said Dr Mohamed 
Althaf. 

“We believe that our com-
mitment to excellence in all 
aspects of our business, from 
innovation to customer ser-
vice, has been instrumental 
in our success. We would like 
to thank the Chamber for this 
recognition and for their on-
going support.”

Fahim, General Manager 
for Y International UK and It-
aly added: “These awards are 
a testament to the exceptional 
performance and commitment 
of our team at Y International 

and Lulu Group International 
to international business and 
community development. 
We will continue to push the 
boundaries of what is possi-
ble in international business 
and maintain our position as a 
leader in smart manufacturing 
and export distribution.”

Y International has start-
ed its operations in the year 
2013 with the strategic vision 
of sourcing the best quality 
products of British origin to be 
made available through their 
hypermarkets in the Middle 
East. 

It was established with 
the immense support and 
necessary approvals of the lo-
cal British Embassy authori-
ties, UK Trade & Investment 
and Birmingham Chamber 
of Commerce.  The activities 
of this full owned subsidiary 
mainly are procurement, con-
solidation, value addition and 
export of British products.  

Exporter Y International 
has been able to expand rap-
idly and achieve international 
success through its export 
of fresh and frozen produce 
as well as the introduction 
of new British brands in the 
health and beauty sector. 

The company is committed 
to supporting local communi-
ties and forging recruitment 
partnerships with the local or-
ganizations.

Y International operates 
in the UK, Italy, and other 
countries, making it well-
positioned to meet the needs  
of customers around the 
world.

Lulu group officials receiving the Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce Award. The award was 
received jointly by Dr Mohamed Althaf, Director of Lulu Group International, Fahim, General Manager for Y 
International UK and Italy, and other senior officials at a prestigious event held on Thursday.

Y International has been a leading player in the field of smart 
manufacturing and export distribution for many years.

Multiple  
accolades 
In addition to winning the 
Greater Birmingham Chambers 
of Commerce Award for 
Excellence in International 
Business twice, Y International 
was also the recipient of the 
Queen’s Award for Enterprise:  
International Trade 2017. This 
accolade is the highest official 
UK award for British 
businesses, and it recognizes 
the outstanding achievements 
in international trade.

Japanese  
inflation 
slows in Feb

AGENCIES

JAPAN’S consumer prices rose 
3.1 percent in February from a 
year earlier, slowing from the 
four-decade highs seen in pre-
vious months, government data 
showed Friday.

The figure, which comes af-
ter the government introduced 
relief measures for soaring en-
ergy bills. It is the first decelera-
tion in over a year, marking a 
fall from January, when prices 
jumped 4.2 percent on-year 
-- the highest level since Sep-
tember 1981, fueled in part by 
higher energy bills.

UBS economist Masamichi 
Adachi had said ahead of the 
data release that he expected 
lower inflation in February “due 
to a discount on energy price 
with the government’s subsi-
dies”, which were announced 
in October and came into effect 
this year. 

The drop is also due in part 
to the comparison with data 
from February 2022, when 
prices began to rise in Japan 
following decades of sluggish 
inflation or deflation.
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Silver Lake Motors officially launches top car brand Exeed
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

SILVER Lake Motors, a sub-
sidiary of Al Mana Holding, 
officially launches its new pre-
mium quality car brand Exeed 
in Qatar, at Hotel Marsa Malaz 
Kempinski, The Pearl -Doha, 
on 15 March 2023. The Launch 
witnessed the introduction of 3 
all-new SUVs– Exeed VX, Ex-
eed TXL and Exeed LX to the 
local market. Exeed customers, 
now dubbed ‘Exeeders’, were 
on hand at the launch to con-
vey their overwhelmingly posi-
tive experience of the product 
and how they have followed 
the brand’s production stages 
with interest.

The Exeed’s streamlined 
design and powerful engine 
has already made it one of the 
most coveted brands in the 
industry down to its break-
through technology. The full 
range of Exeed SUVs – Exeed 
VX, Exeed TXL and Exeed LX 
- can be seen and booked for a 
test drive.

Later this year in April, 
SilverLake Motors will inau-
gurate a brand new state of the 
art official Exeed showroom 
at West Walk in the Al Waab 
area. The new showroom will 
introduce new features that 
will appeal to customers of the 
Exeed range of SUVs.

In addition to being part 
of the legacy of Europe’s au-
tomobile industry, the Exeed 
models being launched all in-
corporate the most up to date 
intelligent technology, along 
with luxury features and the 
performance that today’s mo-
torists demand. 

The new Exeed models are 

the result of state of the art 
automotive research with typ-
ical SUV lines and an aerody-
namic front. The three models 
offer classy looks, a powerful 
engine, and a winning and 
effortless driving experience 
with many sought after char-
acteristics for today’s motor-
ist.

Since the Exeed SUVs 
were introduced to the mar-
ket in Qatar in the last few 
months, customers have pro-
vided solid feedback on the 
cars and their features, show-
ing how impressed they are 
with the high specification of 
the cars’ design.

Mr. Hisham Saleh Al-

Mana, Chairman and Manag-
ing Director said: “Exeed is a 
premium quality brand that 
embodies a journey of dis-
covery and exploration. We’re 
delighted to bring the Exeed 
brand to Qatar with its impec-
cable reputation. Essentially 
this car is what every cus-
tomer seeks – a sophisticated 

SUV brand with a focus on the 
highest quality possible.”

Mr. Nassim Mourani, 
General Manager – Automo-
tive Group, added: “We are 
very pleased to be launching 
such a stunning brand. Exeed 
SUVs are an exciting drive 
where getting rolling is easy 
and their sleek design is very 
appealing to today’s motor-
ists. After our launch, we are 
confident that drivers will be 
drawn to the superior intelli-
gent features of these SUVs as 
the brand meets today’s mod-
ern family needs.”

Exeed is designed with an 
exploration spirit. This is the 
core value of the brand.

The Exeed SUVs feature a 
powerful engine, with the top 
performance in its industry 
category. The engine’s NVH 
quality also meets the high-
est standards, so drivers can 
enjoy an unobtrusive ride 
in comfort. Added to which 
it has the world’s first full-
function hybrid configuration 
from China.

Safety is a major aspect of 
the Exeed with top European 
manufacturers partnered to 
produce the models, such as 
Bosch for their infotainment 
features, Continental Automo-
tive delivering their electronic 
architecture and Benteler pro-
viding German engineering.

The Exeed’s streamlined design and powerful engine has already made it one of the most coveted brands in the industry

LuLu Hypermarket Qatar observed Earth Hour by switching off all 
external lights.

Lulu observes Earth Hour 2023 Ramadan increases local 
market gold sales by 50%

QNA
DOHA

THE movement of gold sales 
in the holy month of Ramadan 
every year is very active, as the 
many people buy it in celebra-
tion of the holy month, consid-
ering it a valuable gift and also 
because it maintains its price 
in most cases with the fluctua-
tions that global markets may 
be exposed to.

Ramadan is considered one 
of the seasons gold traders in 
Qatar await, as sales increase 
in varying proportions that 
may reach more than 50 per-
cent at their best compared to 
other seasons, in addition, gold 
is a safe currency in times of 
crisis, and the best vessel for 
investment and savings. It is 
also linked to the popular her-
itage, especially Qatari designs 
passed down through genera-
tions.

Gold dealers in Qatar are 
waiting for the Ramadan sea-
son to display their new de-
signs, which is confirmed 
by the Executive Director of 
Al-Salahi Holding Group Mo-
hammed Al Salahi, who said 
med that the sales of the gold 
market is currently witnessing 
a great recovery, as the rates 
of sales increase since the first 
day of Ramadan range from 40 
to 50 percent.

In a statement to QNA, Al 
Salahi said that “gold is still 
the best gift that is dealt with 
so far, and Qatari families are 
keen to acquire gold and also 
exchange gifts of gold, because 
of its high value, as it retains 
its value in most cases even if 
Markets have been volatile.” 
Al Salahi indicated that most 
of the buyers in the market are 
currently Qataris, who prefer 

traditional gold jewelry. “With 
the approaching night of Ga-
rangao in the middle of the 
holy month, sales rise above 
these percentages, due to the 
high demand for gold, handi-
crafts, and designs related to 
heritage and traditions, as 
families and relatives exchange 
gifts, and gold is the best gift 
on such occasions,” he added.

On the other hand, Al Sala-
hi commented on gold prices 
and linked them to economic 
and political factors, saying, 
“It is known that gold prices 
rise with political crises and 
economic fluctuations to lev-

els of USD 1,634 an ounce, due 
to economic data indicating a 
recovery in the US economy, 
and thus a rise in the dollar 
strength index, as well as a rise 
in the yield on US Treasury 
bonds on the one hand, and 
interest rate hikes on the other 
hand.

He added, “In the current 
year, gold prices range between 
levels of 1800-2000 dollars 
per ounce, and the inflation 
factor plays the most promi-
nent role in the fluctuation of 
its prices between those levels, 
but what happened in recent 
weeks, when some US banks 

declared bankruptcy, jumped 
gold prices above the ceiling of 
2000 dollars per ounce.” It was 
indeed a safe-haven currency 
during global financial market 
turmoil.

With regard to gold price 
expectations for the coming 
period, Al Salahi confirmed 
that the gold price will not 
exceed USD 2080 per ounce 
unless there are other devel-
opments or new bankruptcies, 
indicating that expectations of 
a significant rise in gold prices 
are nothing but misleading 
propaganda in most of them to 
raise prices.

Indian economy may 
do better in 2023

AGENCIES

ECONOMISTS with multina-
tional banks and finance com-
panies expect India’s macro eco-
nomic parameters to improve in 
2023 than what was projected 
earlier, indicating only muted 
contagion impact of bank fail-
ures in the Western world.

Barclays has raised India’s 
growth forecast for next fiscal 
to 6.3% from 6%, saying that 
global developments such as 

rising financial stability risks, 
peaking of rate tightening 
around the world and collapse 
of commodity prices augur 
well for the world’s fifth-largest 
economy.

“Having weathered many 
shocks to its macro stability in 
2022, India is on firmer ground 
in 2023; current-account fund-
ing needs are falling, inflation 
is trending lower, and fiscal de-
mands are in check,” Barclays 
said in a report.
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Ford says e-vehicle project should be seen 
as startup after reporting $3 bn in losses

The manufacturer says its electric vehicle business will lose a similar amount this year as it invests heavily in the new technology
AGENCIES

FORD Motor Co’s electric ve-
hicle business has lost $3 bil-
lion before taxes during the 
past two years and will lose a 
similar amount this year as the 
company invests heavily in the 
new technology.

The figures were released 
as Ford rolled out a new way of 
reporting financial results. The 
new business structure sepa-
rates electric vehicles, the prof-
itable internal combustion and 
commercial vehicle operations 
into three operating units.

Company officials said the 
electric vehicle unit, called 
“Ford Model e,” will be profit-
able before taxes by late 2026 
with an 8% pretax profit mar-
gin. But they wouldn’t say ex-
actly when it’s expected to start 
making money.

Chief Financial Officer 
John Lawler said Model e 
should be viewed as a startup 
company within Ford.

“As everyone knows, EV 
startups lose money while they 
invest in capability, develop 
knowledge, build (sales) vol-
ume and gain (market) share,” 
he said.

Model e, he said, is working 
on second- and even third-gen-
eration electric vehicles. It cur-
rently offers three EVs for sale 
in the U.S.: the Mustang Mach 
E SUV, the F-150 Lightning 
pickup and an electric Transit 
commercial van.

The new corporate report-
ing system, Lawler said, is de-
signed to give investors more 
transparency than the old sys-
tem of reporting results by geo-
graphic regions. The automak-
er calculated earnings for each 
of the three units during the 
past two calendar years.

Model e had pretax losses 
of $900 million in 2021 and 
$2.1 billion last year, and it is 
expected to lose $3 billion this 

year. In the past two years Ford 
has announced it would build 
four new battery factories and 
a new vehicle assembly plant 
as well as spending heavily to 
acquire raw materials to build 
electric vehicles.

By the end of this year, the 
company based in Dearborn, 
Michigan, expects to be build-
ing electric vehicles at a rate 
of 600,000 per year, reaching 
a rate of 2 million per year by 

the end of 2026. Last year, the 
pretax profit margin for Model 
e was minus 40%, Lawler said. 
To get to a positive 8% by the 
end of 2026, the company 
expects economies of scale 
— spreading costs over more 
vehicles sold— to be worth 20 
points of the improvement. De-
sign and engineering improve-
ments will bring 15 points, bat-
tery cost reductions 10 points 
and 3 points will come from 

other areas including federal 
tax incentives and raw material 
price reductions.

Wells Fargo analyst Colin 
Langan calculated that Ford 
would need $15,000 in cost 
savings per vehicle to get to 
an 8% profit margin. He asked 
what gives Ford confidence it 
can reach that number. “It just 
seems like quite a big number,” 
he said.

Lawler replied that Ford 

is looking at a whole new way 
of designing vehicles, focusing 
on energy efficiency, including 
aerodynamics. “Every decision 
is about optimizing energy ef-
ficiency so that we can get the 
smallest battery possible to hit 
the range target that we have 
for that vehicle,” he said.

Ford also will simplify its 
manufacturing process, maxi-
mizing common parts in next 
generation of EVs, saving over 

the current generation of re-
purposed internal combustion 
vehicle underpinnings. “There 
is a significant amount of op-
portunity in there to identify 
efficiencies and drive those 
home,” he said.

Ford’s disclosure of the 
losses shows “ugly industry 
truths” that only Tesla is mak-
ing a profit on electric vehicles, 
CFRA analyst Garrett Nelson 
wrote in an investor note.

“EVs are likely to be a mate-
rial drag on near- and interme-
diate-term earnings,” he wrote. 
He maintained a “buy” opinion 
on Ford shares but cut his one-
year share price target by $1 to 
$16. Ford Blue, the unit that 
sells internal combustion and 
gas-electric hybrid vehicles, 
made just over $10 billion be-
fore taxes during the last two 
years. Ford Pro, the commer-
cial vehicle unit, made $5.9 
billion during those years, the 
company said.

For this year, Ford expects 
Ford Blue to post a $7 billion 
pretax profit, modestly better 
than last year. Ford Pro is ex-
pected to earn $6 billion before 
taxes, nearly double its earn-
ings last year, Lawler said.

Ford was to present the 
new structure, announced last 
March, to analysts and inves-
tors on Thursday. Other busi-
ness units include corporate, 
Ford Credit and Ford Next, a 
new business incubator. Shares 
of Ford slipped 0.5% Thursday.

Lawler said the company is 
changing the way it does busi-
ness, not just doing an account-
ing exercise.

“After 120 years, we’ve es-
sentially re-founded Ford,” he 
said. “We’re embracing tech-
nology and competitive dis-
ruption in our industry, funda-
mentally changing how we’re 
thinking, how we’re making 
decisions, and how we’re run-
ning the company.”

Ford’s Chief Executive Engineer Linda Zhang unveils the Ford F-150 Lightning 

Intel co-founder, philanthropist 
Gordon Moore dies aged 94

AGENCIES

GORDON Moore, the Intel 
Corp. co-founder who set the 
breakneck pace of progress in 
the digital age with a simple 
1965 prediction of how quickly 
engineers would boost the ca-
pacity of computer chips, has 
died. He was 94.

Moore died Friday at his 
home in Hawaii, according to 
Intel and the Gordon and Betty 
Moore Foundation.

Moore, who held a Ph.D. in 
chemistry and physics, made 
his famous observation — now 
known as “Moore’s Law” — 
three years before he helped 
start Intel in 1968. It appeared 
among a number of articles 
about the future written for the 
now-defunct Electronics maga-
zine by experts in various fields.

The prediction, which 
Moore said he plotted out on 
graph paper based on what had 
been happening with chips at 
the time, said the capacity and 
complexity of integrated cir-
cuits would double every year.

Strictly speaking, Moore’s 
observation referred to the dou-
bling of transistors on a semi-
conductor. But over the years, it 
has been applied to hard drives, 
computer monitors and other 
electronic devices, holding that 
roughly every 18 months a new 
generation of products makes 
their predecessors obsolete.

It became a standard for the 
tech industry’s progress and in-
novation.

“It’s the human spirit. It’s 
what made Silicon Valley,” 
Carver Mead, a retired Cali-
fornia Institute of Technology 
computer scientist who coined 
the term “Moore’s Law” in the 
early 1970s, said in 2005. “It’s 
the real thing.” Moore later 
became known for his philan-
thropy when he and his wife 

established the Gordon and 
Betty Moore Foundation, which 
focuses on environmental con-
servation, science, patient care 
and projects in the San Fran-
cisco Bay area. It has donated 
more than $5.1 billion to chari-
table causes since its founding 
in 2000.

“Those of us who have met 
and worked with Gordon will 
forever be inspired by his wis-
dom, humility and generosity,” 
foundation president Harvey 
Fineberg said in a statement.

Intel Chairman Frank Yeary 
called Moore a brilliant scien-
tist and a leading American en-
trepreneur.

“It is impossible to imagine 
the world we live in today, with 
computing so essential to our 
lives, without the contributions 
of Gordon Moore,” he said.

In his book “Moore’s Law: 
The Life of Gordon Moore, Sili-
con Valley’s Quiet Revolution-
ary,” author David Brock called 
him “the most important thinker 
and doer in the story of silicon 
electronics.” Moore was born in 
San Francisco on Jan. 3, 1929, 
and grew up in the tiny nearby 
coastal town of Pescadero. As a 
boy, he took a liking to chemistry 

sets. He attended San Jose State 
University, then transferred 
to the University of California, 
Berkeley, where he graduated 
with a degree in chemistry.

After getting his Ph.D. 
from the California Institute of 
Technology in 1954, he worked 
briefly as a researcher at Johns 
Hopkins University.

His entry into microchips 
began when he went to work 
for William Shockley, who in 
1956 shared the Nobel Prize for 
physics for his work inventing 
the transistor. Less than two 
years later, Moore and seven 
colleagues left Shockley Semi-
conductor Laboratory after 
growing tired of its namesake’s 
management practices.

The defection by the “trai-
torous eight,” as the group came 
to be called, planted the seeds 
for Silicon Valley’s renegade 
culture, in which engineers who 
disagreed with their colleagues 
didn’t hesitate to become com-
petitors.

The Shockley defectors in 
1957 created Fairchild Semi-
conductor, which became one 
of the first companies to manu-
facture the integrated circuit, a 
refinement of the transistor.

Gordon Moore, the legendary Intel Corp. co-founder, predicted the 
growth of the semiconductor industry.

European Union leaders play down 
bank risks as economy weakens

AGENCIES

EUROPEAN Union leaders Fri-
day played down the risk of a 
banking crisis developing from 
recent global financial turbu-
lence and hitting the economy 
even harder than the energy 
crunch tied to Russia’s war in 
Ukraine.

After a meeting in Brussels, 
the EU government heads said 
lenders in Europe are generally 
in sound health and in a posi-
tion to weather a combination 
of rising interest rates and slow-
ing economic growth.

“The banking system is sta-
ble in Europe,” German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz told reporters 
after the summit. Dutch Prime 
Minister Mark Rutte said: 
“Generally, I think we are in 
good shape.”

The EU deliberations came 
in the wake of U.S. regulators’ 
shutdown of two U.S. banks, in-
cluding Silicon Valley Bank, and 
a Swiss-orchestrated takeover 
of troubled lender Credit Suisse 
by rival UBS.

The emergency actions on 
both sides of the Atlantic re-
vived memories of the 2008 
global financial meltdown and 
the ensuing EU sovereign debt 
crisis, which almost broke apart 
the euro currency now shared 
by 20 European countries.

In a sign of market jitters 
in Europe, shares of Deutsche 
Bank fell as much as 14% in 
Frankfurt on Friday. The drop, 
which dragged down the stocks 
of other European lenders, fol-
lowed a steep rise in the cost of 
financial derivatives known as 
credit default swaps that insure 
bondholders against the bank 
defaulting on its debts.

Scholz dismissed the idea of 
basic weaknesses at Deutsche 
Bank, saying it has become 
“very profitable” after modern-
izing its business. “There is no 
reason to have any concerns,” 
he said.

The European economy has 
been slowing rapidly since Rus-
sia invaded Ukraine 13 months 
ago to the day, leaving the EU 
flirting with recession. The war 

has fueled inflation by prompt-
ing cuts in supplies of previ-
ously abundant Russian oil, 
natural gas and coal and dented 
consumer and business confi-
dence.

The European Commission, 
the EU’s executive arm, expects 
economic growth in the 27-na-
tion bloc to slow to 0.8% this 
year from 3.5% in 2022 and 
5.4% in 2021. A projected re-
bound in growth to 1.6% next 
year depends on a sound bank-
ing sector able to lend to busi-
nesses and consumers and pro-
tect deposits.

The EU has beefed up its 
regulation of financial institu-
tions since the euro debt crisis 
and little sign had emerged 
before Friday of broader conta-
gion in Europe from Credit Sui-
sse’s dramatic rescue.

Nonetheless, financial su-
pervision in Europe remains a 
patchwork of EU and national 
authorities pursuing common 
approaches rather than heed-
ing an actual single European 
rulebook.

European Central Bank President, Christine Lagarde, speaks with Belgium’s Prime Minister Alexander De 
Croo at an EU summit.



Glasgow: A late double from substitute Scott McTominay helped Scot-
land secure a 3-0 European Championship qualifying win over 10-man 
Cyprus at Hampden Park on Saturday. Aston Villa midfielder John 
McGinn scored his 16th international goal in the 21st minute and it was 
then mostly a dull affair until Manchester United’s McTominay grabbed a 
second from the bench in the 87th minute before adding another from 
close range in stoppage time. The visitors ended the match with 10 men 
after Nicholas Ioannou was sent off for picking up a second yellow card 
after booting the ball away. It is the first time since 2006 that Scotland 
have won their opening European Championship qualifying game. The 
Scots next face the might of Spain in Glasgow on Tuesday but they will 
go into the match with three morale-boosting points. Pre-match interest 
had centred on the goalkeeping position. Norwich’s Angus Gunn, called 
up for the first time after playing for England youth teams up until the 
under-21s, was given the nod over Motherwell’s Liam Kelly and Gordon’s 
Hearts deputy Zander Clark. (PA Media/DPA) 

McTominay scores two late goals as 
Scotland cruise past Cyprus
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slams hat-trick says 
delighted to show 
outside world  
what he can do 
PAGE 13

First-placed Ducati Italian rider Francesco Bagnaia celebrates on the po-
dium after the sprint race of the MotoGP Portuguese Grand Prix at the 
Algarve International Circuit in Portimao, Portugal, on Saturday. (AFP)

Deschamps denies captaincy grief  
after France down Netherlands 4-0
STATS PERFORM/DPA

DIDIER Deschamps says An-
toine Griezmann’s disappoint-
ment at being overlooked 
as France captain for Kylian 
Mbappe “lasted two minutes”.

It actually took less than 
two minutes for Mbappe to 
provide an assist for Griez-
mann to set France on their 
way to a 4-0 win against the 
Netherlands on Friday to make 
a strong start to their Euro 
2024 qualifying campaign at 
the Stade de France.

Deschamps had announced 
Mbappe – who also scored 
twice after Dayot Upamecano 
had found the net – as his new 
captain ahead of Griezmann, 
but said at a post-match press 
conference that there are no is-
sues between the two.

“Fortunately, I don’t know 
what is said and written. The 
two get along well, they work 
well and they have the same 
objective of seeing the French 
team perform well,” he said.  

“Antoine’s disappointment 
lasted two minutes. There is 
not the slightest problem, like 
the whole group. Everyone 
gave off positive vibes.” 

Mbappe completed the 
scoring in the 88th minute, 
though the Netherlands won a 
penalty in stoppage time, only 
for Mike Maignan to save from 
Memphis Depay.

While Mbappe replaced 
Hugo Lloris as captain after his 
retirement, Maignan was play-

ing his first game since being 
confirmed as Lloris’ replace-
ment as France’s new first-
choice goalkeeper, and Des-
champs was in no doubt about 
the decision.

“It’s Mike. I didn’t have 
to ask myself the question,” 
he said. “He was injured but 
whether it was his qualities as a 
goalkeeper or his mentality... to-
tal confidence. It went very well 

for him. Mike has everything to 
take over [from Lloris].” 

France had a 3-0 lead after 
just 21 minutes, having not led 
so early in a game since De-
cember 1953 when they beat 
Luxembourg 8-0, and had a 
2-0 lead by the 10th minute.

“I don’t know [if it was a 
perfect evening], but [it was] 
a very nice evening,” Des-
champs said. 

“The start was very good, 
efficient... We managed in the 
second half while continuing 
to be dangerous. That Mike 
stopped this penalty at the end 
ended the evening well.” 

Deschamps also said there 
could be changes for Monday’s 
second Group B game away at 
the Republic of Ireland, add-
ing: “It will be another fight for 
us to fight.”

France’s forward Kylian Mbappe (UP) hangs on the side bar after scoring his team’s first goal during the UEFA 
Euro 2024 qualification match between France and Netherlands at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis, north 
of Paris, on Friday. (AFP)

England coach Southgate wary of 
Ukraine, Toney in line for debut

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

GARETH Southgate expressed 
England’s “huge sympathy” with 
the people of Ukraine ahead of 
Sunday’s “crucial” European 
Championship qualifier between 
the two sides at Wembley.

Three days after kicking off 
Group C with an impressive 2-1 
victory at reigning champions 
Italy, England step out in front 
of a sell-out crowd under the 
arch looking to take a major 
step towards the finals.

Sunday’s match is 
Ukraine’s first in this qualifica-
tion campaign and comes with 
war still raging in the country 
after it was invaded by Russia 
last February.

Asked if that backdrop 
made their opposition more 
unpredictable, England boss 
Southgate said: “I would say it 
is entirely predictable.

“They are very proud. We 
saw that right at the beginning 
of the war when they went to 
Scotland for the (World Cup) 
play-offs and Wales.

“They are a very proud 
group of players, you can see 
that. Totally committed to 
bringing enjoyment to their 
public.

“We, of course, have huge 
sympathy with what’s going 
on and support for what’s go-

ing on, but tomorrow’s a game 
of football and we are fully 
focused on trying to win the 
game.

“It’s a crucial game in the 
qualifying group, frankly. If 
we can follow on what we did 
the other night and win this 
one, then we’re in a really good 
place.” 

Thursday’s trip to Euro 
2020 final conquerors Italy in 
Naples and this clash against 
Ukraine, ranked 26th in the 
world, are comfortably the 
hardest pair of fixtures in a 
group that is completed by 
North Macedonia and Malta.

England are expected to get 
maximum points against the 
latter nations in June, meaning 
progress may be all but secured 
when September’s reverse fix-
ture against the Ukrainians 
comes around.

The ongoing war at home 
means Ukraine have had to 
play international fixtures on 
the road, with the venue for 
their home games yet to be de-
termined.

“I have not even thought 
about that,” Southgate said 
when asked if he hoped the 
match could take place in 

Ukraine.
“I am only thinking about 

tomorrow at this moment. 
Other people will have those 
discussions. We have got sev-
eral matches before we get to 
that point.” 

The immediate focus is on 
Sunday, with England heading 
into the qualifier with a deplet-
ed squad.

Marcus Rashford, Mason 
Mount and Nick Pope with-
drew from the initial selection, 
with Reece James pulling out 
of the squad on Saturday for an 
assessment on what the Foot-
ball Association called an “on-
going issue.” 

Luke Shaw trained with the 
group on the eve of the game 
but is suspended following 
his sending-off for two yellow 
cards in Italy.

Southgate is hopeful they 
have “just about got enough to 
get through the game”, down-
playing concerns over midfield-
ers Jordan Henderson, Jude 
Bellingham and Kalvin Phillips.

“They’re all good,” the Eng-
land boss said. “With Kalvin, 
(Italy) was his first 90 for a lit-
tle while. He had 90 at Bristol 
City in the cup, so we’ll just 

have to assess freshness as 
much as anything.

“But that’s the same with 
the whole group. It is that time 
of the year and we have got to 
get the balance right of con-
tinuity, consistency, but also 
freshness.” 

A special presentation will 
be made to skipper Harry Kane 
on Sunday after he scored his 
54th international goal in Italy 
to become England’s all-time 
record scorer.

Brentford striker Ivan Ton-
ey will be hoping for a memora-
ble moment of his own against 
Ukraine as the only uncapped 
member of the group looks to 
make his debut.

“He’s been very good,” 
Southgate added. “We really 
like him and he’s very much in 
our thoughts.

“You know the numbers 
we’ve got with us now, so 
there’s always the dual objec-
tive.

“There’s, of course, a desire 
to see players, but we are in a 
qualifying group, where the 
priority is to win the game first 
and foremost, so whatever we 
decide is with a view to doing 
that.”

England’s manager Gareth 
Southgate attends an England 
press conference at the Tot-
tenham Hotspur Football Club 
Training Ground, in Enfield, north 
London on Saturdayon the eve of 
their Euro 2024 qualifier against 
Ukraine. (AFP) 

England’s striker Ivan Toney (R) takes part in an England football team training session at the Tottenham Hotspur 
Training Ground, in Enfield, north London on Saturday, the eve of their Euro 2024 qualifier against Ukraine. (AFP)

Bagnaia wins first  
sprint race after  
Marquez revives  
glory years

STATS PERFORM/DPA

FRANCESCO Bagnaia tri-
umphed in MotoGP’s first 
sprint race after Marc Marquez 
snatched pole position for Sun-
day’s Portuguese Grand Prix.

Reigning series champion 
Bagnaia fended off Jorge Mar-
tin in the half-distance sprint, 
winning by 0.307 seconds, with 
Marquez taking third position 
and Jack Miller fourth.

That race came after Mar-
quez rolled back the years by 
roaring to pole for the sprint 
and Sunday’s main event at the 
season-opening race weekend.

Six-time MotoGP cham-
pion Marquez endured a mis-
erable 2022 season and only 
achieved one podium, but he 
reasserted himself as a threat 
for the new campaign with a 
dazzling lap record.

He pipped Bagnaia to pole, 
with Martin starting third on 
the grid.

It was just Marquez’s sec-
ond pole since his 2019 cham-
pionship-winning season, with 
his show-stealing lap coming 
late on in Q2 after Bagnaia had 
looked set to bag first position 
on the grid.

Spaniard Marquez, who 
turned 30 last month, sur-
prised himself with his qualify-
ing pace.

He said afterwards: “I don’t 
know, I cannot explain because 
I don’t understand, honestly 

speaking. I don’t understand 
the situation.

“Yesterday we were strug-
gling a lot and today it’s true 
that I started to ride in a better 
way, I improved myself and the 
guys yesterday did an incred-
ible job and improved some 
small details.

“Today in FP3 I already 
felt good and smooth to ride. I 
was alone and was consistent.” 
Marquez senses real limita-
tions with his Repsol Hon-
da RC213V, but he found a way 
to bypass those in qualifying.

Quoted on motorsport.
com, Marquez said: “It’s true 
that to do a very quick lap with 
the Honda, we need a slip-
stream. It’s not the best way, 
it’s not the most polite way to 
do a lap time. But it’s one of my 
strongest points.

“So, if the strong point is 
there, I need to take profit of 
that. It’s not easy to follow a 
guy, but at the moment it’s the 
only way.” 

That factor meant Marquez 
was not likely to be a front-run-
ner in the sprint itself, but third 
place represented a strong out-
come all the same.

Bagnaia’s Ducati team-
mate Enea Bastianini crashed 
during the sprint and suffered 
a right scapula fracture, mean-
ing he was taken to hospital in 
Portimao.
Top 10:
1.  Marc Marquez (Repsol Honda 
Team) – 1:37.226
2. Francesco Bagnaia (Ducati 
Lenovo Team) + 0.064
3. Jorge Martin (Prima Pramac 
Racing) + 0.228
4. Miguel Oliveira (CryptoDATA 
RNF MotoGP™ Team) + 0.295
5. Jack Miller (Red Bull KTM Fac-
tory Racing) +0.323
6. Enea Bastianini (Ducati Le-
novo Team) + 0.358
7. Maverick Vinales (Aprilia Rac-
ing) + 0.372
8. Marco Bezzecchi (Mooney 
VR46 Racing Team) + 0.390
9. Luca Marini (Mooney VR46 
Racing Team) + 0.396
10. Johann Zarco (Prima Pramac 
Racing) + 0.654.

Honda Spanish rider Marc Mar-
quez poses after the MotoGP 
qualifying session of the Portu-
guese Grand Prix at the Algarve 
International Circuit in Portimao 
on Saturday. (AFP)

Spanish rider 
Marc Mar-
quez rides at 
the Algarve 
International 
Circuit in  
Portimao,  
Portugal. AFP)



DPA 
MADRID 

ANDREAS Christensen is ex-
pected to miss the final Clasico 
of the season after Barcelona 
confirmed he sustained a calf in-
jury on international duty.

The centre back started Den-
mark’s opening Euro 2024 qual-
ifier against Finland on Thurs-
day but lasted only 18 minutes 
before being forced off. He is out 
of Sunday’s trip to Kazakhstan.

Barcelona revealed it to be 
a problem with his left calf on 

Saturday following widespread 
media reports of him facing a 
period on the sidelines.

While the club have not 

given a timeframe for Chris-
tensen’s return, simply saying 
he is “unavailable for selection 
and his recovery will determine 
his return”, they are reportedly 
expecting him to be out for up to 
a month.

As such, he could miss as 
many as six games - among 
those, crucially, is the Copa 
del Rey semi-final second leg 
against Real Madrid on April 5, 
when Barca host Los Blancos 
having beaten them 1-0 at the 
Santiago Bernabeu in the first 
leg.

Kahn defends Nagelsmann 
sacking amid fan backlash

QFA lends support to Saleh Saqr tournament

Lukaku delighted to ‘show the 
outside world what I can do’

DPA 
MUNICH 

BAYERN Munich chief execu-
tive Oliver Kahn has said re-
placing coach Julian Nagels-
mann with Thomas Tuchel is 
“not a panic reaction.” 

The shock decision has 
been heavily criticized by many 
Bayern fans on social media. 
The German champions are 
still in the running for a treble, 
although they did surrender 
top spot in the Bundesliga last 
weekend to Borussia Dort-
mund, whom they next host on 
April 1 after the international 
break.

“It is our duty and our job to 
ensure sporting success,” Kahn 
told a news conference at the 
Allianz Arena on Saturday at 
Tuchel’s presentation.

“It has nothing to do with 
panic at all,” he added, saying 
the decision was “well-consid-
ered” and not a based on emo-
tion.

“The last few days have 
been difficult for all of us. There 
were also one or two nights 
when I didn’t really sleep well,” 
Kahn said, adding that Nagels-
mann nevertheless continues 
to be “an excellent, a very good 
coach.” Sporting director Hasan 
Salihamidzic said: “I know it’s 
not a popular decision.” The 
management felt compelled to 
act because of the constant fluc-
tuations in performance and 
“the curve is constantly going 
down,” Salihamidzic added.

Their comments seem to 
fly in the face of statements 
made by club president Herbert 
Hainer - Kahn and Salihamid-
zic’s boss - just four days before 
news of the sacking leaked.

Hainer had told Kicker 
magazine: “We have shown 

(that he is here long-term) with 
a five-year contract because we 
want to build something with 
him. You can see clear progress 
in these one and a half years. 
Julian is doing very well.” Bay-
ern won all eight Champions 
League games so far this season 
despite not directly replacing 
star striker Robert Lewandows-
ki when he left for Barcelona.

Thomas Tuchel as a replace-
ment is hardly long-term, fans 
say. He tends to last 18 months 
to two years in most jobs given 
his famously prickly nature.

Dortmund could not wait 
to get rid of him in 2017 de-
spite a German Cup win given 
he was so argumentative. Chel-
sea sacked him just over a year 
after winning the Champions 
League. Tuchel has a Bayern 
deal until 2025, with his first 
game against old club Dort-

mund, who top the table from 
Bayern by just a point with nine 
games left.

It is true that media reports 
say Nagelsmann also annoyed 
some of his Bayern players - es-
pecially Manuel Neuer - as he 
fought for respect as the young-
est coach in club history at 35.

But Bayern knew what they 
were getting when they recruit-
ed him from RB Leipzig in 2021 
- and he went on to win the 
Bundesliga in his first season, 
Bayern’s 10th title in a row.

It is not just fans who are 
surprised. Ralf Rangnick, who 
recruited him for Leipzig, was 
shocked by Bayern’s decision.

The Austria coach told re-
porters: “This came as a sur-
prise at this point in time, es-
pecially after the statements 
made by the management team 
in the last few weeks.” Bayern 

made clear when they fired Ital-
ian Carlo Ancelotti in 2017 that 
they would appoint German-
speaking coaches in future due 
to Ancelotti’s difficulties with 
the language and laid-back 
style.

Niko Kovac was his perma-
nent replacement but Bayern 
bosses were never convinced 
by the Germany-born Croatian 
despite a Bundesliga title and 
thought they had found the 
perfect solution with former 
Germany assistant coach Hansi 
Flick.

He won a Bundesliga, Ger-
man Cup and Champions 
League treble in 2020 but soon 
fell out with Salihamidzic and 
took the Germany job.

Bayern fans online are now 
asking who comes after Tuchel 
given his traditionally short 
shelf-life.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qatar Football Association 
is committed to supporting foot-
ball tournaments and ensuring 
their success, as part of its social 
responsibility to achieve its vi-
sion of being a leading football 
association that is renowned for 
its creativity in social work.

As part of this commitment, 
the federation is participating in 
the Saleh Saqr Ramadan foot-
ball tournament, which is one 
of the oldest tournaments in the 
Arab and Gulf countries. After 
a three-year hiatus due to the 
global Coronavirus pandemic, 
the tournament is back in its 
46th year.

The QFA is providing the 
Doha Stadium, where the draw 
for the tournament also took 

place, as the venue for the 
matches. The tournament will 
start on the second of Rama-
dan 1444 AH corresponding to 
March 24 and will continue un-
til Ramadan 21, corresponding 
to April 12.

The 16 participating teams 
have been divided into four 
groups for the 46th edition of 
the tournament:

Group A: Somali commu-
nity, Lebanese community, Al 
Masa, and Musheireb

Group B: Kafood Company, 
Kenyan community, Maurita-
nian community, and R.T.C.

Group C: Sudanese com-
munity, Jordanian community, 
Gambia, and Mates Qatar India

Group D: Syrian commu-
nity, Ozil, Yemeni community, 
and Al Nasr.

The Qatar Football Asso-

ciation is committed to mo-
tivating the local community 
in all sectors to participate in 
the most popular sport in the 
world, through targeted social 
programmes, the federation in-
tegrates football into the local 
community and involves all seg-
ments in competitions organ-
ized by the federation. It also 
collaborates with local commu-
nity institutions and football 
fans to establish sports pro-
grams and initiatives related to 
football, promoting the concept 
of “football for all” and rejecting 
violence and sports intolerance.

The QFA believes that foot-
ball can be a basic pillar in the 
local community, promoting 
a football culture, sports edu-
cation, sports behaviour, and 
positive values for all members 
of society.

DPA 
BERLIN 

ROMELU Lukaku hoped to 
have answered some of his crit-
ics with a hat-trick in Belgium’s 
Euro 2024 qualifying opener at 
Sweden.

Lukaku scored all three 
goals as Belgium claimed a 3-0 
win in what had looked like be-
ing the toughest game of their 
campaign.

Goals have not flowed so 
easily at club level this season, 
with Lukaku returning to Inter 
and scoring just three times in 
Serie A - albeit while hampered 
by injury.

But Friday’s game was a 
step in the right direction as 
Belgium’s record goalscorer 
said: “It was not an easy game, 
but we can be satisfied. We did 
well.

“I am happy that I can play 
minutes and show the outside 
world what I can do.” 

The “outside world” had 
been an issue for Belgium at 
the 2022 World Cup, Lukaku 
suggested, as he reflected fol-
lowing the Sweden game on 
their group-stage exit.

“I was extremely disap-
pointed,” he said, as reported 
by HLN. “For the first time, we 
let ourselves be affected by the 
sounds of the outside world.

“The team has always been 
close and you saw that to-
day. When I scored, everyone 
jumped up. We must continue 
this momentum.” 

Lukaku’s match-winning 
turn came in the first game 

under new coach Domenico 
Tedesco, with Belgium leaving 
their Qatar disappointment 
behind in a new era following 
Roberto Martinez’s departure.

“We started to play much 
more offensively,” Lukaku said 
of their approach under Te-
desco. “We haven’t had much 
time to prepare, but I’m happy.

“Change is not a bad thing, 
as long as the results follow.”
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Injury keeps Christensen out of El Clasico

Bayern Munich’s CEO Oliver Kahn (left) and club’s new coach Thomas Tuchel in Munich on Saturday. (AFP)

The Saleh Saqr Ramadan Football Tournament is one of the oldest in the region. After a three-year hiatus 
due to the global Coronavirus pandemic, the tournament is back in its 46th year.

Andreas Christensen (left).

Ibrahimovic beaten 
to age record by  
Gibraltar forward

DPA 
BERLIN 

ZLATAN Ibrahimovic surpassed 
Dino Zoff’s mark for being the 
oldest man to play in a Euro 
qualifying match on Friday - but 
the Sweden striker does not own 
the record.

That is because Gibraltar’s 
Lee Casciaro also beat the Ital-
ian goalkeeper’s record on Fri-
day and is four days older than 

Ibrahimovic. The Gibraltar for-
ward was 41 years and 176 days 
old when he started in the 3-0 
home defeat by Greece in Portu-
gal’s Faro. 

Ibrahimovic came on as a 
substitute in the 3-0 home de-
feat by Belgium.

Zoff’s record had lasted al-
most 40 years. The 1982 World 
Cup winner was in goal for Italy 
against Sweden on May 29, 1983 
aged 41 years and 90 days old.

Sweden’s forward Zlatan Ibrahimovic controls the ball during the UEFA 
Euro 2024 group F qualification match against  Belgium at the Friends 
Arena in Solna, outside Stockholm, on Friday. (AFP)

Pedri committed to Barca but not 
ruling out Premier League move

DPA 
MADRID

PEDRI plans to stay at Barce-
lona for “many years to come” 
but is not ruling out a move to 
the Premier League.

The 20-year-old has been a 
revelation since breaking into 
Barca’s first team, establishing 
himself as a key player for the 
LaLiga leaders. Pedri won FI-

FA’s Golden Boy award for be-
ing the best young player in Eu-
rope in 2021 and quickly forced 
his way into the Spain team. 

The young maestro is con-
tracted to the Blaugrana until 
2026 and has no intention of 
moving on for now, but suggest-
ed he may ply his trade overseas 
further down the line.

When asked about the pos-
sibility of a switch to England, 

he is quoted as saying by Marca: 
“At the moment, no. I’m at Bar-
ca and hopefully I’ll stay here for 
many more years.

“I love LaLiga, but nothing 
should ever be ruled out.” Pe-
dri will miss Spain’s Euro 2024 
qualifiers against Norway and 
Scotland due to a hamstring in-
jury, but is relishing a new era 
for the national team under Luis 
de la Fuente.

Belgium’s Romelu Lukaku celebrates after scoring a goal with his 
teammate Yannick Carrasco during the UEFA Euro 2024 Group F  
qualification match against Belgium in Stockholm on Friday. (AFP)



ICC

NEW Zealand beat Sri Lanka 
by 198 runs to go 1-0 up in the 
three-match ODI series. This is 
the biggest win by Black Caps 
over Lanka (in terms of runs) 
in men’s ODIs.

With this win New Zealand 
have topped the MRF Tyres 
ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 
Super League standings. 

They have 160 points from 
22 games. If they manage a 3-0 
sweep in the series, they will 
overtake Australia, to go no. 1 
on the MRF Tyres ICC Men’s 
ODI Team Rankings.

Sri Lanka skipper Dasun 

Shanaka took the field after 
winning the toss. New Zealand 
got going at the back of crucial 
top-order contributions from 
Finn Allen (51) and co. 

Despite losing a flurry of 
wickets in the middle overs, the 
Kiwis got to 274 with the help 

of some lower-order hitting 
from Glenn Phillips (39) and 
Rachin Ravindra (49).

Chamika Karunaratne was 
the pick of Sri Lanka bowlers 
with his 4/43.

Sri Lanka’s top-order was 
wrecked, thanks to a destruc-
tive spell from fast bowler 
Henry Shipley (5/31). They 
lost half their side in the first 
10 overs and never recovered, 
eventually getting bowled out 
for 76.

This was their heaviest loss 
against New Zealand by the 
margin of runs (in this format), 
and fifth-heaviest defeat over-
all.

This loss further jeopardiz-
es Sri Lanka’s quest for a direct 
qualification. 

They are placed 10th in the 
Super League standings, with 
77 points and two more games 
to play.

Only the top eight sides in 
the Super League get a direct 
qualification to the World Cup, 
which will take place later this 
year in India.
Scores: NZ: 274 in 49.3 overs 
(Finn Allen 51, Rachin Ravindra 
49, Chamika Karunaratne 4/43) 
bt Sri Lanka: 76 in 19.5 overs 
(Angelo Matthews 18, Chamika 
Karunaratne 11, Henry Shipley 
5/31) by 198 runs.

New Zealand thrash 
Sri Lanka in first ODI

New Zealand’s Henry Shipley (left) reacts while bowling during the first One-Day International against Sri Lanka in Auckland on Saturday. (AFP)

Jabeur, Garcia, Sakkari 
suffer shock losses,  
Sabalenka through

Alcaraz downs Bagnis in Miami opener, 
Zverev knocked out by wild card

Poole leads Warriors charge as they chase down Embiid’s 76ers

DPA 
BERLIN 

TOP 10 seeds Ons Jabeur, Car-
oline Garcia and Maria Sakkari 
were all eliminated in a day of 
upsets in the Miami Open sec-
ond round on Friday.

Qualifier Varvara Gracheva 
earned her first career top-five 
win by beating 2022 Wim-
bledon and US Open finalist 
Jabeur 6-2 6-2 in only 67 min-
utes.

Fifth seed Caroline Garcia 
also crashed out, losing 6-2 6-3 
to 74th-ranked Sorana Cirstea, 
having also recently beaten the 
Frenchwoman at Indian Wells.

Bianca Andreescu came 
from a set down to beat sev-
enth seed Maria Sakkari 5-7 
6-3 6-4 in a match that lasted 
over three hours.

Andreescu displayed some 
of the form that saw her lift 
the 2019 US Open title, fight-
ing back from a set down and 
proving composed in the big 
moments.

The Canadian, who is 
ranked 31st, will take on 2020 
Australian Open champion So-

fia Kenin in the third round.
Second seed Aryna Sa-

balenka had few problems 
against Shelby Rogers, win-
ning 6-4 6-3 in one hour and 
17 minutes. Sabalenka will next 
face 31st seed Marie Bouzkova.

The 2023 Australian Open 
champion has won 65 main 
draw matches in WTA-1000 
events, which equals Marion 
Bartoli and Ashleigh Barty at 
the 30th place since 2009 for 
the most wins at this level.

Indian Wells winner Elena 
Rybakina beat Anna Kalins-
kaya 7-5 4-6 6-3, and Petra 
Kvitova eased past compatriot 
Linda Noskova 6-3 6-0.

Ninth seed Belinda Bencic 
dropped just two games as she 
cruised past Leylah Fernandez 
6-1 6-1, and will face Ekaterina 
Alexandrova next as the 18th 
seed needed three to get past 
Taylor Townsend.

Veronika Kudermetova was 
eliminated by Marketa Von-
drousova 6-4 6-2, who goes 
up against Karolina Pliskova 
in round three after she eased 
past Wang Xinyu in straight 
sets.

DPA 
BERLIN

WORLD number one Carlos 
Alcaraz wasted no time in ad-
vancing to the Miami Open 
third round with a straight-
sets win over Facundo Bagnis 
in just 64 minutes, while 13th 
seed Alexander Zverev suf-
fered an early exit on Friday.

Reigning US Open cham-
pion Alcaraz eased past Bag-
nis 6-0 6-2, firing 12 winners 
and three aces for the match, 
committing only 11 unforced 
errors.

The Spaniard won the first 
set in 24 minutes, marking the 
first time he has won an open-
ing frame 6-0 at an ATP Mas-
ters 100 event. It was also the 
first bagel he has dished out 
since beating Bagnis in Umag 
last year.

“I knew that I needed to be 
focused for my first match,” 
Alcaraz said after his win, hav-
ing triumphed in Indian Wells 
last week. “To start a new tour-
nament is never easy, different 
conditions.

“I have to be ready to get 
used to these new conditions, 

but I was really focused on the 
match from the beginning, and 
I’m happy with the way that I 
played. I try to improve every 
day.” Alcaraz will face Dusan 
Lajovic after he beat 30th seed 
Maxime Cressy 6-4 7-6 (7-2), 
having knocked off Andy Mur-
ray in the first round.

Zverev was the highest 
seed to bow out on Friday, go-
ing down 6-0 6-4 to Japan’s 
Taro Daniel, who beat world 

number four Casper Ruud last 
month in Acapulco.

Daniel triumphed in 73 
minutes against the German, 
hitting 17 winners and com-
mitting only two unforced 
errors for the match, while 
Zverev gave up 18.

The Japanese wild card 
will meet Emil Ruusuvuori in 
the third round after the Finn 
beat 22nd seed Roberto Bau-
tista Agut 6-4 7-6 (7-5) to open 

up that section of the draw.
Third seed Ruud also had 

few problems getting past Ilya 
Ivashka 6-2 6-3 to set up a 
clash with Botic van de Zand-
schulp after his three-set win 
over Alexei Popyrin.

Sixth seed Andrey Rublev 
overcame J.J. Wolf 7-6 (7-3) 
6-4, having been broken in the 
opening game of what was a 
tight contest.

Jannik Sinner beat La-
slo Djere 6-4 6-2, marking 
his 16th win out of 20 appear-
ances at the Sunshine Double 
(Indian Wells and Miami), 
with only three other players 
- Novak Djokovic, Alcaraz and 
Hubert Hurkacz - having as 
many wins within their first 20 
matches.

Ninth seed Taylor Fritz de-
feated fellow American Emilio 
Nava 6-4 6-1, and will face 
Denis Shapovalov in round 
three after he beat Guido Pella 
6-3 3-6 6-3.

American 16th seed Tom-
my Paul came from a set down 
to beat Marc-Andrea Huesler 
5-7 6-3 6-4, while seventh seed 
Holger Rune beat Martin Fuc-
sovics 6-3 7-5.

DPA 

THE Golden State Warriors 
stormed home to rally back 
from an 11-point fourth-quar-
ter deficit to down the Philadel-
phia 76ers 120-112 despite Joel 
Embiid’s 46 points on Friday.

Jordan Poole was clutch 
with 33 points off the bench 
including six three-pointers, 
while Stephen Curry added 29 
points on 10-of-18 shooting 
from the field with eight re-
bounds at the Chase Center.

Poole made a pivotal three-
pointer for a 115-110 lead with 
1:18 remaining in the last as the 
Warriors improved to 39-36 to 
sit sixth in the Western Confer-
ence.

The 76ers had led by 11 
points with 11:32 remaining in 
the fourth quarter after Shake 

Milton laid off for Paul Reed’s 
alley oop layup, but the War-
riors launched their comeback 
with Poole and Curry at the 
heart of it.

Poole scored 19 of his 33 
points in the fourth period, 
while Curry stepped up with 
eight points in the final four 
minutes.

Klay Thompson added six 
triples in his 21 points, while 
Draymond Green had 10 
points, seven rebounds and 10 
assists in a busy display.

MVP candidate Embiid was 
huge with 46 points on 13-of-
23 shooting from the field with 
nine rebounds and eight as-
sists.

Tobias Harris added 23 
points for the 76ers, with 
Tyrese Maxey contributing 21. 
James Harden was absent with 

Achilles soreness.
Embiid scored 13 straight 

points for the 76ers in the 
fourth quarter after checking 

back in with 8:26 left.
Mavericks slip out of play-

in spots The Dallas Mavericks 
suffered their third straight 

loss as their playoff hopes took 
another hit with a disappoint-
ing 117-109 loss to the short-
handed Charlotte Hornets.

Luka Doncic scored a 
game-high 34 points with 10 
rebounds and eight assists, 
while Kyrie Irving added 18 
points, nine rebounds and 
seven assists, but the Mavs 
were undone after a slow first 
half, with Hornets forward P.J. 
Washington managing a team-
high 28 points.

The loss leaves the Mavs 
outside the play-in tournament 

spots in 11th in the Western 
Conference with a 36-38 re-
cord.

Lakers up to .500 for first 
time this season The Los Ange-
les Lakers squared their ledger 
at .500 and moved up to eighth 
in the West with a 116-111 tri-
umph over the Oklahoma City 
Thunder securing three con-
secutive wins.

Anthony Davis had 37 
points and 14 rebounds for the 
Lakers, while Lonnie Walker 
impressed in his return with 20 
points and Denis Schroder add-
ed 13 of his 21 points in the sec-
ond half. The Lakers improved 
to 37-37 with the win, getting to 
.500 for the first time this sea-
son, with LeBron James’ return 
form injury reportedly not far 
away. LA are 8-5 during James’ 
latest absence.

Sports

Jordan Poole #3 of the Golden State Warriors drives to the basket 
against the Philadelphia 76ers in San Francisco on Friday. (AFP)

Fame Sports Academy 
honours QBF’s role as 
NBA coach Brown’s 
training camp ends

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Fame Sports Academy 
recently honoured Qatar Bas-
ketball Federation (QBF), 
in recognition of the sport’s 
governing body’s role in rais-
ing the level of basketball in 
Qatar, at the conclusion of 
the second training camp 
conducted by renowned NBA 
coach Gigi Brown.

The training camp was 
held at QBF courts and un-
der the Federation’s supervi-
sion and drew more than 100 
players, including the Univer-
sity of Sharjah women’s bas-
ketball team.

Engineer Ahmed Ham-
mouda, Director General of 
Fame Sports Academy, pre-
sented QBF Secretary-Gen-
eral Saadoun Al Kuwari with 
a token of appreciation and 
thanked the Federation for its 

efforts and support towards 
the development of the sport 
in general and the training 
camp.

Hammouda added that 
Fame Sports Academy values   
and appreciates the effectiv e 
role played by QBF in devel-
oping the game and support-
ing private academies which 
will contribute to raising the 
general level of the sport in 
Qatar. 

He also expressed that 
Fame Sports Academy is 
looking forward to organizing 
such events in future in part-
nership with QBF specially 
after the huge success of the 
camp. 

It is also worth noting that 
Fame Sports Academy, in col-
laboration with QBF, also 
organised a friendly match 
between University of Shar-
jah ladies team and the Qatar 
women’s national team.

Carlos Alcaraz of Spain (lef) shakes hands after his straight sets victory 
against Facundo Bagnis of Argentina in their second round match at 
Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens, Florida, on Friday. (AFP)

Poole scored 19 of his 33 
points in the fourth period, 
while Curry stepped up  
with eight points in the  
final four minutes.

The defeat jeopardizes  
Sri Lanka’s quest for  
a direct qualification.  
They are placed 10th in 
the Super League stand-
ings, with 77 points and 
two more games to play.
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T
HE Philippines is best known 
as Asia’s melting pot because 
of the uniqueness and variety 
of its food. Filipino cuisine has 
found a global niche and made 

its mark in Qatar through initiatives 
like Kulinarya Qatar that has been 
active in promoting Pinoy culture 
and tourism through culinary arts.

The group continues to uphold 
the Philippine culinary heritage 
through a programme showcasing 
some of the finest dishes of the Phil-
ippines, in collaboration with celeb-
rity Chef Luis Rey ‘Niño’ Logarta. 
The recent event was held at Cocina 
de Rose Filipino restaurant with the 
presence of local media.

Some of the Pinoy dishes that 
Chef Niño prepared during the me-
dia night are the best of Luzon and 
Mindanao cuisine, cooked to per-
fection and presented in a so-
phisticated way by the chef 
himself.

Kulinarya Qatar
“Part of the objec-

tive of Kulinarya Qatar 
is to promote our Fili-
pino cuisine. We’re 
honoured to have Chef 
Niño to showcase a 
special Pinoy talent in 
preparing a presenta-
tion to campaign for our 
Filipino dishes especially 
prepared by him. We aim 
to promote the Philippines 
among the best travel destina-
tions and give the pub-
lic a glimpse of 
what they 
can ex-

pect from the Philippine culture 
through our food,” said Dahlia Ag-
banlog, the founder and chairper-
son of Kulinarya Qatar, when asked 
by Qatar Tribune about the purpose 
behind this initiative during the 
press conference.

Kulinarya Qatar is a cultural 
movement through Filipino cuisine 
established since 2015 under the 
guidance of the Philippine Embassy 
to Qatar.

Pinoy Celebrity Chef
A familiar face in Philippine 

television, Chef Niño has been a 
host and Chef/Kitchen Manager 
for GMA-QTV Channel 11’s cooking 
shows such as ‘Ka-Toque: Lutong 
Barkada’, ‘Daddylicious’ and ‘Sarap 
at Home’. He also guested at The 

Ryzza Mae Show and worked 
with Filipino celebrities 

like Marian Rivera. 
He is the first Phil-
ippine Chef Brand 
Ambassador of the 
world’s first cream 
cheese brand 
— Philadelphia 

Cream Cheese.
The re-

nowned chef-
e n t r e p r e n e u r , 
who hails from 

Quezon City, has 
been championing 
Pinoy food abroad 

and modernising the cuisine while 
preserving its rich and authentic 
taste that has been passed down 
through generations. 

Albeit sharing his expertise, ex-
periences, and tips with aspiring 
chefs for nearly two decades now, he 
still stresses the importance of con-
stant learning.

“I’ve been through a lot of coun-
tries. Of course, it adds on to my ex-
perience as a chef. But, even if you’re 
studying or a chef already, you’re 
still learning. It’s basically teach-
ing your palate on how to appreciate 
things, which flavours are good or 
don’t go well with other ingredients. 
It’s an ever-evolving thing”, added 
Chef Niño. 

For him, integrating other fla-
vours to the local cuisine, tracing 
back the roots of each recipe and 
exploring other cooking techniques 

are prerequisites to make the Fili-
pino food more appealing and palat-
able to the world market.

The acclaimed chef has joined a 
bevy of celebrity chefs at the annual 
Qatar International Food Festival. 
During his recent stay in the coun-
try, he conducted special culinary 
classes in partnership with Kuli-
narya Qatar and WASAHQ Culinary 
Training Program. He also joined 
another Pinoy Chef MJ Pepania at a 
“Filipino Night” event.

In his workshops, he delved into 
the difference between Culinary 
Lifestyle Class as the study of reci-
pes and Culinary Course as the Sci-
ence behind cooking. 

Cocina de Rose
As the host venue for Chef Niño’s 

showcase of Filipino cuisine to the 
media guests, Cocina de Rose serves 

all-time favorite Filipino dishes in a 
cozy ambiance with contemporary 
interiors.

“We want the Filipino dishes to be 
showcased here in Qatar and now it’s 
our chance to introduce the unique-
ness of the Filipino cuisine in the coun-
try,” said Mary Rose Uy, the restaurant 
proprietor, while urging the public to 
patronize Filipino restaurants. 

When asked if Cocina de Rose 
will also be serving international 
cuisine, she said, “We will not just 
welcome our Kababayans, but we 
will also encourage everyone to visit 
here where they can experience the 
Philippines in Qatar.”

“We built this place with a heart. 
From entering the restaurant to 
leaving the place, you will feel at 
home because of the  warm welcome 
and Filipino hospitality you will ex-
perience here,” added Uy.

Kulinarya Qatar promotes Filipino cuisine 
with celebrity chef Niño Logarta

Promoting camaraderie with friendly bowling competition

FOSTERING unity and camara-
derie among its members, the 
Overseas Filipino Investors and 
Entrepreneurs Movement’s (OF-

IEM) recently conducted a bowling 
sports event at the Doha Oasis.

OFIEM is a community of Filipi-
nos from various fields of work and 
provincial origins in the Philippines 
who have formed and organized 
a movement with the main advo-
cacy of promoting financial literacy 
among Oveseas Filipino Workers in 
Qatar (OFWs) in Qatar.

Among the notable OFIEM Of-
ficers for this event include Ferlita 

Young - President, Layla Bernal - 
Board Director & Sports Committee 
Chair, Jess Gallo - Assistant Secre-
tary & Sports Committee Vice-Chair, 
and Edgar Boyano - Board Director 
& Media & Communications Com-
mittee Chair.

OFIEM congratulates all the 
winners and everyone who partici-
pated in the event, which the group 
describes as a fun and exciting day 
filled with friendly competition and 
great camaraderie among its mem-
bers.

“As much as OFIE-M-Qatar is 
all about financial growth, investing 

and entrepreneurship, it’s equally 
important to prioritize life balance 
and building relationships with like-
minded individuals. Event like this 
allow its members to bond and con-
nect on a personal level,” the organi-
sation said in a statement posted on 
its social media page.

According to OFIEM Founder 
Paul Gamboa, the group’s vision is 
for OFWs to be real heroes through 
harnessing and leveraging on their 
financial resources  and power to 
lift up not only their financial stat-
ure but equally important, to greatly 
help uplift the Philippine economy.

Chef Niño Logarta and Ms. Mary Rose Uy (center) with the staff of Cocina de Rose.

Filipino cuisines by Chef Niño Logarta (PHOTO CREDITS: LEO BAUTISTA)

Chef Niño Logarta
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Souq Waqif a favourite with residents & 
visitors to experience unique Ramadan

KHALID TAWALBEH 
DOHA

AS the Holy Month of Ramadan 
progresses, Souq Waqif is offer-
ing extensive activities to draw 
locals, residents and foreign 
tourists to enjoy beautiful Ram-
adan customs and traditions in 
Qatar.

The Souq Waqif, Katara, Al-
Zubara Castle, the Museum of 
Islamic Art, the Doha Corniche 
and other prominent locations 
in Qatar continue to attract 
tourists from various nationali-
ties to experience the distinctive 
Ramadan events and celebra-
tions in a unique way.

Visitors who come to Qatar 
are usually encouraged to visit 
Souq Waqif, which reflects the 
heritage and cultural life, and is 
elegantly decorated every year to 
present visitors with Ramadan 
atmosphere.

Salem Al Harthi, a Saudi 
visitor, said Souq Waqif is filled 
with many restaurants that offer 
various authentic Arabic dishes, 
such as Lebanese, Damascus 
and Cairo restaurants, many of 
which offer popular Gulf cui-
sines, which are the common de-
nominators among the people of 
the Arab Gulf countries.

Harthi described the atmos-
phere in Souq Waqif as one of 
the most beautiful he has seen 
in the entire Arab region, point-
ing out that Souq Waqif has no 
equal in its splendour and beau-
ty in the Arab Gulf region, due to 
the ancient architectural charac-

ter that adorns the forms of all 
buildings in the Souq, including 
shops, markets and hotels.

Saadoun Al Zoubi, a visiting 
Iraqi lawyer, said: “These al-
leys and narrow winding streets 
make us live an experience that 
we young people would not have 
known about without this mar-
ket, and they also mimic all the 
old Arabian Gulf markets that 
we heard about from our ances-
tors, whether in Baghdad, Abu 
Dhabi or Kuwait, Bahrain and 
Saudi Arabia. This picturesque 
Arab scene has increased the 
splendour of many events held 
by the market administration 
throughout the week from par-
ties and competitions to some 
old games such as the Dima 
game.”

For his part, Anas Ziad, a 
resident in Qatar, stressed that 
Souq Waqif is the only destina-
tion for all the children of the 
Arab Gulf to live the experience 
of the past that “we hear about 
from our parents and grand-

parents, as the market pro-
vides places for Arab families to 
gather and provides them with 
the privacy that each individual 
family wishes.”

Ziad pointed out that the 
market is considered an honour-
able Gulf facade, which gives a 
beautiful impression of life in the 
past in terms of urban character 
and Arab customs and traditions, 
while shops selling perfumes, 
furnishings, copper and pottery 
utensils leave a beautiful impres-
sion on visitors from abroad.

Ayedh Al Masoudi, from the 
UAE, said this is the first time 
he visited Doha and Souq Wa-
qif, and he was impressed by 
the general shape of the Souq 
in terms of the beautiful archi-
tectural form of buildings and 
shops, and the narrowness of 
the streets and their meandering 
with the order and cleanliness 
enjoyed by the Souq. 

“The Souq gives us the im-
agination of what the simple and 
beautiful life of the ancestors 

was like. This is where we really 
see the magic of the East that we 
read in books,” he said, pointing 
out that one tour is not enough 
in this market because of the 
many events, including musical 
performances, dances and folk-
loric folk festivals offered by the 
market represent a sneak peek 
into the olden days’ life.

Eng Abdullah Al Khaldi 
stressed that the market is con-
sidered a major tourist destina-
tion in Qatar, as well as a herit-
age, civilisation and ancient site 
with a history that gives visitors 
the opportunity to get to know 
a great side of Qatar, praising 
the efforts of the event organis-
ing committees in Souq Waqif, 
which contributes greatly to the 
activation of tourism and attract 
many visitors, especially from 
the GCC countries who flock the 
place during festivals.

“Souq Waqif has become 
known in the Arab region for 
international and local events 
and festivals that attract a lot of 

tourists and make each festival 
unique in its own rights, such 
as the Eid Al Fitr, Eid Al-Adha 
and the Spring Festival, which 
attract hundreds of thousands 
of peolpe,” he said. “The Spring 
Festival in Souq Waqif is one of 
the most famous festivals in the 
Arab world and the Middle East 
visited by more than half a mil-
lion from neighbouring coun-
tries as well as residents.”

He added that Souq Wa-
qif in the month of Ramadan 
has a wonderful flavour, espe-
cially for citizens and residents, 
where traditional dishes are 
available, giving friends the op-
portunity to meet and hang out 
in restaurants or cafes scattered 
around the market. 

He noted that more than half 
a million tourists, especially from 
neighbouring countries, come to 
events and festivals organised 
during this period, especially as 
the events department provides 
various events to attract as many 
audiences as possible.

A variety of restaurants 
serving popular Qatari and Gulf 
dishes, as well as Lebanese, 
Egyptian, Turkish and Damas-
cus meals are welcoming visi-
tors in an atmosphere of friend-
liness with excellent services 
and reasonable prices, so that 
everyone can enjoy a special 
Ramadan night.

Famous Souq Waqif shops 
are at the forefront of the most 
visit places in the market, which, 
since the beginning of the holy 
month, has been witnessing re-
markable activity and a heavy 
demand by individuals and 
families to buy gifts and the nec-
essary spices, perfumes, fabrics 
and ornaments. The shops and 
stores offer an amazing range 
of goods from the Middle East 
and India, such as spices and 
seasonal delicacies, in addition 
to items to celebrate the famous 
Garangoa night, through a dis-
tinctive assortment of celebra-
tion bags for children on the 
middle of Ramadan.

Iftar meals and gifts being distributed to children at Souq Waqif on Saturday. Iftar meals and gifts will 
be given every day.

Anas ziyad Saadoun Al Zoubi Ayedh Al Masoudi

talabat launches annual
Ramadan rider initiatives

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

TALABAT, the region’s lead-
ing local tech platform, has an-
nounced its annual rider ini-
tiatives in Qatar during the Holy 
Month of Ramadan, comple-
menting the company’s ongoing 
efforts to enhance rider well-
being and everyday experience 
on the app.

In addition to its Ramadan 
initiatives that positively impact 
the local communities it  serves, 
during the holy month talabat is 
focused on showing appreciation 
and gratitude to riders, through: 
1. Flexible scheduling options 

to accommodate riders’ reli-
gious practices.

2. Complimentary iftars on 
wheels for riders

3. Eidiya awards to recognise 
top performing riders

4. Dedicated rider suhour event
5. Specially designed postcards 

gifted to riders from talabat 
employees

6. Driver Awareness Workshops 
in collaboration with local au-
thorities

7. Exclusive iftar vouchers for 
riders
Commenting on the an-

nouncement, Francisco De Sou-
sa, talabat managing director in 
Qatar, said: “Rider well-being is 
a core pillar to talabat’s success 
in Qatar, and during the Holy 
Month of Ramadan we want to 
highlight how grateful we are 
for all that riders do, and use 
this blessed occasion to voice 
this appreciation.” 

Thousands of riders in Qatar 
benefit from the economic op-
portunities that talabat technol-
ogy brings. The company closely 
collaborates with relevant public 
and non-governmental entities 
(NGOs), in addition to local lo-
gistics providers, who employ 
and manage rider fleets, to en-
hance the well-being and every-
day experience of riders, as well 
as address any concerns they 
may have. This includes provid-
ing riders with the resources and 
support they need both on and 
off the road.

Layali by Hilton Doha brings back award-winning tent by the beach
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

HILTON Doha has announced 
the return of Layali by Hilton 
Doha, the award-winning Ara-
bian tent that offers iftar and 
suhour packages. 

Located by the beach, the 
stunning tent offers a unique 
blend of Arabian and inter-
national cuisine, creating a 
perfect environment to host 
gatherings with friends, family 
and colleagues during the Holy 
Month of Ramadan.

Layali by Hilton Doha was 
voted the ‘Favourite Ramadan 
Tent in Qatar’ in 2022. Guests 
can indulge in a selection of 
traditional Arabic and inter-
national dishes, including an 
array of hot and cold mezze, 
savoury grills and decadent 
desserts. 

The Iftar package is 
priced at QR250, while the 
suhour package is priced at 
QR200 with Ramadan drinks 
included.

The exquisite Arabian tent 
has been designed with tradi-
tional Arabic elements, featur-
ing beautiful decor that creates 
a warm and welcoming atmos-

phere. The tent can accommo-
date a lot of groups, making it 
an ideal venue for large gather-
ings.

Last year, Layali by Hilton 

Doha received numerous com-
pliments for its exceptional 
service, exquisite cuisine and 
stunning ambiance. 

Commenting on the re-

turn of Layali by Hilton Doha, 
a spokesperson for Hilton 
Doha, said: “We are thrilled 
to bring back Layali by Hilton 
Doha. Our guests can expect 
an even better experience this 
year, with new and exciting 
culinary offerings and a range 
of international tastes by the 
beach. This year’s event prom-
ises to be even more memora-
ble and enjoyable for all our 
guests.”

For those seeking a memo-
rable Ramadan experience in a 
stunning beachfront location, 
Layali by Hilton Doha is the 
perfect choice. For more infor-
mation or to make a reserva-
tion, call +974 4423 3333 or 
visit Hilton Doha’s website.

For reservations and more 
information, call +974 4423 
3333 or email doha.reserva-
tions@hilton.com

FREE DAILY IFTAR AT SOUQ WAQIF


