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CRISTIANO Ronaldo is con-
fident the Saudi Pro League 
can become one of the world’s 
best competitions in the years 
to come.

The Portugal captain joined 
Saudi Arabia’s Al Nassr in the 
aftermath of the 2022 World 
Cup, with his second spell with 
Manchester United brought an 
abrupt end prior to the tourna-
ment in Qatar.

A free agent after the Sele-
cao’s quarter-final exit at the 
hands of Morocco, Ronaldo 
promptly moved to the Mid-
dle East and has quickly set-
tled, scoring nine goals in eight 
Pro League appearances.

While widely considered 
a weaker league than those in 
Europe, Ronaldo believes those 
matches have prepared him 
for Portugal duty and expects 
the reputation of the Saudi top 
flight to improve in time.

“I feel really good,” he said 
ahead of Portugal’s Euro 2024 
qualifier against Liechten-
stein. “That’s why I’m here. If 
I didn’t think so, I wouldn’t be.

“I’m in a very competitive 
league. They should look at the 
Saudi championship differently.

“Obviously, it’s not like the 
Premier League, I’d be lying if I 
said it was, but it’s competitive. 
I’m surprised by the strength. It 
has good teams, it is balanced, 
the Arab players are good, the 

foreigners give quality.
“Possibly it will be, in five to 

six years’ time, if they continue 
this plan, the fourth or fifth most 
competitive league in the world.” 

Ronaldo’s return to Unit-
ed had not ended well as 
he fell out with Erik ten Hag 
and fired shots at the club in 
a no-holds-barred interview 
while still contracted at Old 
Trafford.

“Sometimes you have to 
go through a few things to see 
who’s on my side,” he said on 
Wednesday. “At a difficult stage, 
you see who is on your side.”

Becomes most-capped 
international footballer 
Meanwhile on Thursday, Ron-
aldo became the most-capped 
men’s international footballer 
of all time.

He won his 197th cap in 
Thursday’s opening Euro 2024 
qualifier against Liechtenstein, 
moving him one clear of Kuwait 
forward Bader Al-Mutawa.

Malaysia’s Soh Chin Ann 
(195 caps) is third on the list, 
with Ahmed Hassan (184) and 
Ahmed Mubarak (183) of Egypt 
and Oman respectively complet-
ing the top five.

Ronaldo had equalled Al-
Mutawa’s record when featuring 
for Portugal in their World Cup 
quarter-final defeat to Morocco 
in December.

Ronaldo, who also holds 
the record for most men’s in-
ternational goals (118), earned 
his first cap in 2003 when re-
placing Luis Figo in a friendly 
against Kazakhstan.

The five-time Ballon d’Or 
winner, who won Euro 2016 
with Portugal, has played 
against Luxembourg (10 games) 
more times than any other na-
tion, followed by Spain (nine).

Luxembourg are also the 
country Ronaldo has scored 
against the most, finding the net 
nine times, while he has scored 
seven times against Lithuania 
and Sweden. He has played 47 
times for Portugal at major tour-
naments - 25 times at the Euro-
pean Championships and 22 at 
the World Cup - and is hopeful 
of featuring at Euro 2024.

“My biggest wish is to be 
able to take Portugal as high 
as possible,” Ronaldo said on 
Wednesday. “I will always play 
my part when needed.

“Earning records is always a 
positive thing and it motivated 
me. I like to break records and 
will now break another special 
one. It makes me very proud.

“But beyond [Thursday] I 
still have plenty of games left. 
Let’s see if the coach still wants 
to count on me to be available.”

Asia Cup 2023 likely in Pakistan and one 
other overseas venue for India games

ESPNCRICINFO

THE 2023 Asia Cup is likely to 
be played in Pakistan with an-
other overseas venue to host 
India games. ESPNcricinfo re-
ports that both BCCI and PCB, 
after an initial standoff, are 
moving swiftly towards broker-
ing a resolution which could 
have both teams playing their 
tournament matches against 
each other outside Pakistan. 

The overseas venue is not 
confirmed but the UAE, Oman, 
Sri Lanka and even England 
are potential contenders to 
host five matches including at 
least two India-Pakistan con-
tests.

India and Pakistan have 
been grouped together along 
with a qualifier in the six-na-
tion Asia Cup, scheduled to be 
held in the first half of Septem-

ber this year and in a 50-over 
format. Sri Lanka, Bangladesh 
and Afghanistan are part of 
the other group. A total of 13 
matches will be played across 
13 days including the final. 

As per the format for the 
2022 Asia Cup, the top two 
teams from each group ad-
vance to the Super 4s and the 
top two teams then contest 
the final. The possibility of In-
dia and Pakistan playing three 
times remains.

As it stands, a small work-
ing group has been formed with 
the brief of creating a schedule 
and travel plan agreeable to all 
participating countries as well 
as the broadcaster before a fi-
nal call is taken. 

The weather is likely to play 
a key role in determining the 
second venue outside of Paki-
stan, though there will be keen-

ness among the Asian venues 
to host high-profile India-Paki-
stan games. 

Temperatures in early Sep-
tember in the UAE usually hov-
er around the 40-degreee cen-
tigrade mark, though that has 
not prevented cricket from be-

ing played there: the 2021 IPL 
was played there late Septem-
ber, but Pakistan have played 
international matches in early 
September. 

In Muscat, Oman’s capital, 
temperatures remain lower 
and it did host the first round of 

the 2021 T20 World Cup. The 
option for England remains 
an ambitious one, though the 
prospect of big crowds in a city 
like London is likely to be an at-
tractive one.

The option of staging part 
of the Asia Cup outside Paki-
stan was agreed in principle 
as the most favourable by all 
members of the Asian Cricket 
Council (ACC) when they met 
last weekend in Dubai, on the 
sidelines of the ICC’s quarterly 
board meetings. 

Having failed to reach a 
resolution mid-March in Bah-
rain at the ACC meet, mem-
bers converged for two further 
rounds of informal discussions 
in Dubai. 

The PCB, which has the 
hosting rights for the 2023 
edition of Asia Cup, was repre-
sented by its chair Najam Sethi 
while the BCCI team comprised 
its secretary Jay Shah and Arun 
Dhumal, the IPL governing 
council chairman.

Pakistan captain Babar Azam and India skipper Rohit Sharma.  
(Pic: Getty Images/ICC)

Umm Salal rallied to upstage Al Arabi 2-1 with an injury time goal in a thrilling clash to set up Ooredoo Cup 2022-23 season final clash with Al Duhail at the Jassim Bin Hamad Stadiumon Thursday. Abdellah Khafifi (87th 
minute) and Yassin Al Bakhit (90+6th minute) struck for Umm Salal while Ibrahim Kalla scored the only goal for Al Arabi in the 33rd minute of the match. Al Duhail, meanwhile, bounced back to beat Al Sadd 3-1 in their semi-
final at the Suhaim Bin Hamad Stadium. Attacking Tunisian midfielder Ferjani Sassi scored once in each half (45+1 minute and 55th minute) while Ismail Mohammad added the third goal in the 88th minute for the winners.

OOREDOO CUP: UMM SALAL UPSTAGE AL ARABI; AL DUHAIL RALLY TO BEAT AL SADD

Portugal forward Cristiano Ron-
aldo attends with his teammates 
a training session at Cidade do 
Futebol training camp in Oeiras, 
outskirts of Lisbon, on Monday, 
ahead of their UEFA Euro 2024 
qualifier match against Liechten-
stein and Luxembourg. (AFP)

Nassr’s Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo (front) during the Saudi 
Pro League match between Abha and al-Nassr at Mrsool Park Stadium 
in Riyadh on March 18, 2023. (AFP)

NEUTRAL VENUE NOT CONFIRMED BUT UAE, OMAN,  
SRI LANKA AND ENGLAND POTENTIAL CONTENDERS

World Athletics 
Council keeps 

ban on Russian, 
Belarusian  
competitors

DPA
MONTE CARLO 

THE World Athletics Council 
said on Thursday it was main-
taining a ban on track and field 
athletes from Russia and Bela-
rus, a continuation of its stance 
over the Kremlin’s full-scale 
war on Ukraine.

At the same time, the 
council lifted its suspension of 
Russia’s national federation 
RusAF, in place for more than 
seven years due to doping, ac-
cording to a statement.

The council demanded 
RusAF comply with 35 condi-
tions over the coming three 
years, which will be reviewed 
by the Athletics Integrity Unit.

Rune Andersen, head of the 
Russia task force, said he was 
finally satisfied with the new 
culture of good governance 
and zero tolerance for doping 
throughout the organization.

Russia was banned in No-
vember 2015 for systematic 
doping and since then, only 
individual Russian athletes 
have been granted permission 
to compete as neutral athletes 
after testing.

A task force headed by 
Andersen accompanied and 
monitored the reform process 
and the establishment of an in-
dependent anti-doping system 
in Russia.

However, the council main-
tained its separate ban due to 
the Kremlin’s war on Ukraine, 
in a call that comes after last 
week’s decision by the Euro-
pean Athletics Association 
that Russian and Belarusian 
athletes are ineligible to par-
ticipate until the Ukraine war 
is over.

The Council recommended 
the meeting organisers of the 
Diamond League, Continental 
Tour, Label Races and the vari-
ous other Tours that they take 
the same approach and exclude 
Athletes and Officials from 
RusAF and the Belarus Athletic 
Federation.

The Council also agreed 
to establish a working group 
to advise and recommend to 
Council the conditions that 
would need to be met for the 
restrictions on athletes and of-
ficials from RusAF and the Be-
larus Athletic Federation par-
ticipating at World Athletics 
Series Events to be lifted.



DPA 
FRANKFURT 

MARC-ANDRÉ ter Stegen has 
wished Manuel Neuer a speedy 
recovery but also reiterated he 
wants to use Neuer’s injury-re-
lated absence to dethrone him 
as Germany’s number one goal-
keeper for Euro 2024.

Bayern Munich’s Neuer, 
who has been first choice since 
2010, broke his leg in a skiing 
accident in December and is out 
for the rest of the season.

Barcelona Ter Stegen has re-
ceived the number one shirt for 

friendlies Saturday against Peru 
and Tuesday against Belgium 
and could also start in the three 
June friendlies before Nuer 
plans to return in summer.

But he told reporters on 
Thursday at the team’s Frank-
furt camp that he also is looking 
at the bigger picture in the form 
of the Euros in Germany.

“Because of the injury to 
Manu, who is not there right 
now, the situation is what it is. I 
will try to use my chance - abso-
lutely,” Ter Stegen said.

“But whether the number 
(on the shirt) has any signifi-
cance now? In the end, it’s the 
performance that counts, and 
that’s what I want to show.” Ter 
Stegen has 30 caps since a 2012 
debut but has never played at a 

big tournament.
He said he has only been in 

contact with Neuer shortly after 
his skiing accident but wishes 
him all the best.

“You write to each other, 
you wish each other all the best. 
You hope that the regeneration 
from this injury goes quickly 
and well. I really wish him that 
he comes back quickly and still 
takes the time to get 100% fit,” 
Ter Stegen said.

“That’s what you wish for 
him as a colleague, as a friend 
and as a long-time companion 
in the national team.”

Spain ‘had no plan B’ with Luis 
Enrique at World Cup: Aspas

Evan Ferguson: Growing hype ‘doesn’t really bother’ teen striker

UEFA opens investigation into 
Barcelona-Negreira case

DPA 
BERLIN

LUIS Enrique had no ‘plan B’ 
and Spain suffered a prema-
ture World Cup exit as a con-
sequence, according to Iago 
Aspas.

Veteran striker Aspas 
missed out on the squad for 
Qatar 2022 but has been re-
called by Luis Enrique’s succes-
sor, Luis de la Fuente, for Euro 
2024 qualifiers against Norway 
and Scotland.

The 35-year-old Celta Vigo 
player was powerless to pre-
vent Spain losing to Morocco 
on penalties after a goalless 
stalemate at the last-16 stage of 
the World Cup.

“I was wishing Spain to 
score,” Aspas said on Thurs-
day, looking back at that game.

“With Luis Enrique we had 
a very defined game style. For 
me, who in future could be-
come a coach, we did not have 
plan B, and when plan A was 
stuck there wasn’t plan B or 
other types of footballers to try 
to revert that situation. From 
my point of view.” Aspas know-
ingly added: “Now the headline 
is easy, of course.” Luis Enrique 
felt Aspas did not contribute 
sufficiently from a defensive 
perspective for Spain.

De la Fuente has chosen to 
see for himself what the former 
Liverpool player might be able to 
achieve for the national team in 

the twilight of his playing career.
Reflecting on Luis En-

rique’s reasoning, Aspas said: 
“I didn’t agree really, but 
didn’t have a chat with Luis 
Enrique to talk about this.

I do not know if he said that 
referring to me specifically, but 
in my team I run like anyone 
else.

“Data is there and anyone 
can see how I can make 10 kilo-
metres per game each week-

end. We [at Celta] are a team 
that cannot leave one player 
without defending because 
other teams could then destroy 
you.

“I was an important foot-
baller in my [club] team, but 
when I have come to the na-
tional team in other occasions I 
think that I have demonstrated 
that I am a versatile player who 
can play on different positions: 
behind the striker or as a strik-

er, or on the side. So I am here 
to help and for what the coach 
needs.” Spain lost an attacking 
option on Thursday when Bry-
an Gil pulled out of the squad 
ahead of Saturday’s clash with 
Norway due to “discomfort that 
has prevented him from exer-
cising normally”.

De la Fuente does not plan 
to call in a replacement for the 
player who is on loan to Sevilla 
from Tottenham.

AGENCIES 

BRIGHTON teenager Evan 
Ferguson says the growing 
hype over his performances 
“is just talk” after he scored 
his first international goal on 
Wednesday.

The 18-year-old netted on 
his first start as the Republic 
of Ireland beat Latvia 3-2 in a 
friendly in Dublin.

Ferguson was dubbed a 
“superstar” after scoring twice 
to help Brighton reach the FA 
Cup semi-finals.

“It doesn’t really bother 
me. It’s just a game of football. 
It’s all talk with people getting 
excited,” he said.

The Republic of Ireland 
came out on top in an enter-
taining friendly that also saw 
Callum O’Dowda score his first 
international goal.

Ferguson made it 2-0 be-
fore Latvia stunned the hosts 
with two goals but Chiedozie 
Ogbene struck a second-half 
winner a minute after coming 
off the bench.

Speaking to RTE following 
his maiden start and goal for 
his country, Ferguson said it 
was an “unbelievable feeling” 
as he scored the Republic’s 
second goal from close range.

Ferguson is having a break-
through season with Brighton 
and has netted seven goals for 
the Premier League club this 
season.

“It’s just gone so quick. 
There’s no break so there is 
no time to sit back and think 
about what I am doing,” he 
added.

“It’s just week by week, 
there is another thing going or 
another game. It’s just trying to 

concentrate on the next.” The 
striker said he was comfortable 
playing international football 

from the start and says he had 
dreamed of scoring in front of 
the home support.

“I think it was something 
similar to do back with Bright-
on. It’s a similar role so I am 
comfortable with it.

“I think as a striker, it’s 
always on my mind, ‘I want 
to get a goal’. It was nice to 
get that goal. “It was more in-
stinct, just try to stay alive and 
hopefully the ball bounces to 
you.” The Republic begin their 
qualifying campaign for Euro 
2024 against World Cup final-
ists France on Monday and, 
after his goalscoring first start, 
there have been calls for Fer-
guson to retain his place in the 
team.

“Hopefully, we’ll see. At 
the end of the day it is his 
[Stephen Kenny’s] choice,” 
Ferguson added when asked 
if he had done enough to start 
against the European heavy-
weights.

“He is going to pick whoev-
er he thinks it right so we will 
have to wait and see.

“I think you have to enjoy 
the bigger games and we will 
see where we are at as a squad 
and individuals, to see how we 
do.” When a similar question 
was floated to Kenny post-
match, the Republic manager 
told RTE: “We’ll have to con-
sider all of that.

“He’s certainly a great 
option for us and we are de-
lighted to have him.” Speak-
ing about Will Smallbone, who 
was man of the match on his 
senior debut, Kenny added: 
“It’s a great boost and you can 
see the talent coming through.

“A lot of them are getting 
more experience and getting 
better. They are all in the con-
versation [to feature against 
France], for sure.”

DPA 
BERLIN 

UEFA has appointed ethics 
and disciplinary inspectors 
to investigate allegations that 
Barcelona made payments to 
a company owned by a former 
top referee.

A corruption complaint 
was recently filed by Spanish 
prosecutors against the Catalan 
giants, concerning payments 
allegedly made to a business 
run by Jose Maria Enriquez 
Negreira, once a top match of-
ficial and latterly vice-president 
of Spain’s Technical Committee 
of Referees (CTA).

It has been claimed the total 
payments from Barcelona ex-
ceeded Euro7 million ($7.6 mil-

lion), dating from 2001 to 2018.
Newspaper El Pais last 

month reported Negreira’s 
company - DASNIL 95 SL - pro-
duced written reports and DVD 
assessments of referees for Bar-
celona prior to games.

UEFA announced in a state-
ment on Thursday that it has 
opened an investigation into 
the matter.

“In accordance with Article 
31(4) of the UEFA Disciplinary 
Regulations, UEFA Ethics and 
Disciplinary Inspectors have to-
day been appointed to conduct 
an investigation regarding a po-
tential violation of UEFA’s legal 
framework by FC Barcelona in 
connection with the so-called 
‘Caso Negreira’,” the statement 
read, adding that: “Further in-

formation regarding this mat-
ter will be made available in due 
course.” Barcelona president 
Joan Laporta maintains the 
club has done nothing wrong 
and that the allegations are 
simply an attempt to derail the 
LaLiga leaders.

Laporta recently said: “The 
campaign we are suffering is 
not by chance, you all know 
this. Its objective is, in the short 
term, to destabilise the team, 
and in the medium term, to 
control Barca. I will have time 
and I want to explain to you 
who, why and how they want to 
orchestrate this campaign.

“Have no doubt that we will 
defend ourselves. And we will 
not only defend ourselves, we 
will attack.”

Sports

Stegen wishes Neuer good recovery but wants his place in goal

Spain’s coach Luis de la Fuente (centre) leads a training session with Spain’s national team players at the 
Ciudad del Futbol training facilities in Madrid recently. (AFP)

Brighton’s Irish striker Evan Ferguson celebrates after scoring his team 
second goal during the English FA Cup quarter-final match against 
Grimsby Town at the Amex stadium in Brighton recently. (AFP)

Marc-Andre Ter Stegen.

La Liga files complaint 
over racist abuse of 
Vinicius at Clasico

DPA
MADRID

LALIGA filed an eighth com-
plaint regarding racist abuse 
directed at Real Madrid for-
ward Vinicius Junior follow-
ing incidents in Sunday’s clash 
with Barcelona.

The hosts secured a 2-1 
Clasico win at Camp Nou fol-
lowing Franck Kessie’s 92nd-
minute strike, which opened 
a 12-point lead for Xavi’s side 
over Madrid.

That victory has been 
marred by racist abuse towards 
Vinicius, however, with LaLiga 
confirming a complaint had 
been lodged to the Barcelona 
Court of Instruction.

A statement read: “In view 
of the events that took place 

at the FC Barcelona-Real Ma-
drid match, in which intoler-
able racist behaviour was once 
again observed against Vinicius 
Jr, LaLiga has reported the 
racist insults to the Barcelona 
Court of Instruction.

“This is the eighth com-
plaint filed by LaLiga with the 
corresponding authorities for 
racist abuse against Vinicius 
Jr.” 

Earlier this week, Mallorca 
announced a fan’s membership 
had been revoked for three 
years after racist abuse was 
directed at Vinicius and Villar-
real’s Samuel Chukwueze.

In February, Real Vallado-
lid suspended 12 season ticket 
holders for abusing Vinicius 
during a league match two 
months earlier.

Real Madrid’s Brazilian forward Vinicius at the Camp Nou stadium in 
Barcelona recently. (AFP)

Brazil keeper fuels speculation 
that Ancelotti will be next coach

DPA 
BUENOS AIRES 

BRAZIL goalkeeper Ederson 
has further fuelled speculation 
that Italian Carlo Ancelotti 
will become new coach of the 
record five-time world cham-
pions.

“It is very likely that he will 
come,” Ederson said in Tanger 
in the run-up to Brazil’s friend-
ly international on Saturday 
against Morocco.

“I have been told that he is 
an extraordinary coach who is 
liked by everyone in the group. 
A man who has had a very suc-
cessful career, just look at his 
CV.” Ancelotti, 63, is under 
contract at Champions League 
winners Real Madrid until the 

end of the season and has been 
mentioned with the Brazil job 
for weeks.

Previous coach Tite re-
signed after a World Cup quar-
ter-final exit against Croatia, 
with Ramon Menezes acting as 
caretaker.

Ancelotti is one of the most 

successful coaches, winning 
four Champions League titles 
with AC Milan and Real, and 
the domestic league in all five 
European top leagues with 
Real, Milan, Chelsea, Paris 
Saint-Germain and Bayern 
Munich.

He has never coached a na-
tional team but was Italy assis-
tant coach in the 1990s.

Brazil’s football supromo 
Ednaldo Rodriguez plans to 
travel to Europe in early April 
to talk to potential candidates 
for the Selecao coaching job.

Germany’s Bild paper re-
ported recently that 2014 
World Cup winning former 
Germany coach Joachim Löw 
could be interested in the Bra-
zil job.

Carlo Ancelotti.

Munich: Former Bayern Munich striker Roy Maakay has been named 
coach of the club’s World Squad which offers under-19 players from 
around the world support in becoming professional footballers.

Bundesliga champions Bayern said on Thursday that Dutchman 
Makaay is joining the event’s coaching team around former Germany 
and Munich defender Klaus Augenthaler. The FC Bayern World Squad 
originated in 2021 and is now in its third edition. The 2023 players 
are to face Bayern’s under-19 side in a game in summer. “I’m looking 
forward to this unique challenge of working with young players from 
all over the world and different cultures,” Makaay said.  
“We want to get the best out of every player in this elite football 
project and offer them the best possible platform at FC Bayern to get 
closer to their dream of being a professional footballer.” Bayern said 
that six of the 22 players from 2022 World squad have since made 
professional debuts. (DPA)

Makaay named coach of Bayern World Squad
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Raducanu addresses wrist concerns 
after loss to Andreescu in Miami

WTA
MIAMI

EMMA Raducanu says she will 
take the time to reassess her op-
tions regarding the wrist injury 
she has been nursing during the 
spring hard-court season. 

Speaking to reporters after 
losing to Bianca Andreescu 6-3, 
3-6, 6-2 in the first round of the 
Miami Open on Wednesday, 
Raducanu said she needs to 
find a long-term solution to her 
wrist issue, which began at the 
end of the 2022 season.

“I just need to review after 
this tournament really and fig-
ure out what my next steps are,” 
Raducanu said. 

“We have been managing it, 
keeping on top of it. I’m able to 
play in the short term. But the 
current solutions aren’t very vi-
able long term.” 

Now ranked No.72, Radu-
canu, 20, felt the injury flare 
up during her training ahead 
of the BNP Paribas Open in In-
dian Wells. After making a last-
minute decision to play through 
the injury, she put together her 
best run at a tournament since 
winning the US Open, defeating 
Australian Open semifinalist 
Magda Linette and No.13 Beat-
riz Haddad Maia en route to the 
Round of 16, where she lost to 
No.1 Iga Swiatek.

It was a confidence-boost-
ing result for Raducanu, who 
has been snake-bitten with in-
juries and illness since her US 

Open win in 2021. 
“I think that I’m doing the 

right things day to day, which 
brings me confidence,” Radu-
canu said. “I feel like this year 
has been difficult in the sense 
that I have been managing a 
few existing injuries. Yeah, that 
has been annoying and frus-
trating because I’ve been work-
ing as best as I can.  

“I feel like I’m enjoying the 
competition. Yeah, just really, 

really happy to be on the match 
court.”

Canada’s Andreescu can re-
late to Raducanu’s frustration. 
Like Raducanu, Andreescu lit 
up the tennis world as a teenag-
er to win the US Open in 2019, 
but injuries and mental health 
concerns have interrupted her 
competitive rhythm ever since. 

“I would honestly really, re-
ally like to speak to her because 
of that, because of our similari-

ties,” Andreescu said. “I mean, 
she’s also Romanian. She was 
born in Toronto, which is su-
per, super crazy.

“Definitely I would love to 
speak to her, for sure. Maybe 
we can help each other out.”

Raducanu’s next scheduled 
event is the Porsche Tennis 
Grand Prix in Stuttgart, Ger-
many, where she has received 
a main-draw wild card. Main-
draw play begins on April 17.

AGENCIES
SYLHET

BANGLADESH routed dismal 
Ireland by 10 wickets to com-
plete a 2-0 victory in the one-
day series in Sylhet on Thurs-
day, reports BBC.com.

After losing the opening 
match by 183 runs, weather 
saved Ireland in an abandoned 
game two but this was an even 
more chastening day for the 
visitors.

The tourists were bowled 
out for only 101 in 28.1 overs as 
paceman Hasan Mahmud took 
five wickets.

Bangladesh reached the 
paltry target in just 13.1 overs 
with Litton Das and Tamim 
Iqbal unbeaten on 51 and 40.

After their one-day series 
hammering, Ireland now face 
the task of regrouping for three 
T20 contests against a side that 
whitewashed England in the 
format earlier this month.

Seamer Hasan claimed his 
maiden five-wicket ODI haul 
while conceding only 32 runs af-
ter the tourists elected to bat first.

Taskin Ahmed and Ebadot 
Hossain also shone with the 
ball to claim 3-26 and 2-29 re-
spectively, with Ireland record-
ing the lowest one-day score 

against Bangladesh.
Curtis Campher top-scored 

for the Irish with 36, while 
Lorcan Tucker made 28 after 
surviving a duck when Litton 
dropped him at slip.

Hasan struck in his opening 
spell to leave Ireland struggling 
at 22-3 in the ninth over.

Taskin then removed Ire-
land skipper Andy Balbirnie 
for six before Tucker turned up 
the aggression to hit Ebadot for 
three fours in one over.

Ebadot soon had his re-
venge taking two wickets in 
two balls, and Taskin sealed 
Ireland’s collapse with a double 
strike in his seventh over.

The drubbing was Bangla-
desh’s first 10-wicket win in any 
format, with the hosts smash-
ing records in each match.

Saturday’s opener marked 
their biggest ODI victory mar-
gin while they recorded their 
highest ODI total on Monday 
with 349-6 as Mushfiqur Ra-
him scored the fastest ODI cen-
tury by a Bangladeshi batsman 
off 60 balls, before rain meant 
the game had to be abandoned.
Scores: Ireland 101 (28.1 
overs): Campher 36; Mahmud 
5-32, Taskin 3-26 lost to Bang-
ladesh 102-0 (13.1 overs): Das 
50*, Tamim 41* by 10 wickets.

Bangladesh rout Ireland to complete ODI series win

Urge BCCI to talk with  
PCB: Afridi on resumption  
of India-Pak cricketing ties

ANI
DOHA

FORMER Pakistan captain Sha-
hid Afridi has urged the Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) and the 
Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI) to resolve all out-
standing issues that have stalled 
cricketing ties between the two 
countries and facilitate the re-
turn of one of the greatest rival-
ries in the gentleman’s game.

Recently, Afridi’s team Asia 
Lions defeated World Giants 
and emerge as the new cham-
pions of the Legends League 
Cricket (LLC) Masters. In the 
final held at the Asian Town 
Cricket Stadium in Doha, Asia 
Lions, cheered on by a packed 
crowd, scored an emphatic sev-
en-wicket victory with 23 balls 
to spare.

“BCCI should resolve all 
issues affecting our cricketing 
ties. PCB wants India to come 
here to play. We are even will-
ing to go there and play. How-
ever, for this, the BCCI should 
talk to the PCB once. We want 
to talk. We always take the first 
step and want the BCCI to re-
ciprocate. I urge the BCCI to 
not arrive at any decision just 
like that. They should talk to 
the PCB chairman at least once 
before arriving at any deci-
sion,” Afridi told ANI.

Both teams have not partic-
ipated in bilateral competitions 

in more than a decade owing to 
the political tensions prevailing 
between the two nations. The 
last bilateral series was back in 
2012 when the Men in Green 
toured India for three ODIs 
and as many T20Is.

Afridi, who recently served 
as the interim chief selector, 
said the PCB is not a weak 
board.

“What can we do if we want 
to befriend another board and 
it doesn’t reciprocate in kind? 
Our board isn’t a weak one. 
But there’s little we can do if 
we want to be friends and the 
other side doesn’t respond. The 
BCCI, as a cricket governing 
body, is very strong. When you 
have so much power and clout, 
you become more responsible. 
You should try to make more 
friends, not enemies. Making 
more friends only makes you 
stronger,” Afridi added.

While the two countries 
had recently faced off in ICC 
and ACC events -- the T20 
World Cup in Australia and 
the Asia Cup in the Emirates -- 
hardcore cricket fans from both 
nations do miss the bilateral 
engagements that make their 
rivalry arguably the greatest in 
the world of cricket.

Although Pakistan has been 
awarded the hosting rights 
for the upcoming Asia Cup, a 
multilateral T20 event involv-
ing all cricketing nations from 
Asia, the PCB and the BCCI are 
locked in a war of words amid 
India’s reluctance to tour the 
country for the event.

The PCB has issued multi-
ple statements that if the Asia 
cup doesn’t happen in Pakistan 
this year, they will not send 
their team for the ODI World 
Cup, which is to be hosted by 
India later this year.

Last year, Asian Cricket 
Council (ACC) chairperson Jay 
Shah revealed that India will 
not travel to Pakistan for Asia 
Cup due to security reasons 
and the tournament will be 
played at some neutral venue, 
which is to be decided in the 
second round of the Executive 
Board meeting of ACC mem-
bers this month.
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Bangladesh’s players pose with the trophy after winning the series at the end of the third and final One-Day International against Ireland at the 
Sylhet International Cricket Stadium in Sylhet on Thursday. (AFP)

Shahid Afridi during the recent 
Legends League Cricket Masters 
at the Asian Town Stadium in 
Doha on Monday.

Emma Raducanu of Great Britain plays a backhand against Bianca Andreescu of Canada in their first round match 
during the Miami Open at Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens, Florida, on Wednesday. (Getty Images/AFP)

With the clay season 
just around the corner, 
the British player plots 
her path forward after 
her first-round loss at 

the Miami Open.

Murray says Alcaraz will have a dominant career
STATS PERFORM/DPA

MIAMI

ANDY Murray believes Carlos 
Alcaraz can be a dominant figure 
in tennis “for as long as he wants” 
but cautioned against expecting 
him to challenge the grand slam 
records of the Big Three.

Roger Federer’s haul of 20 
slam titles has been overtaken 
by Rafael Nadal and Novak 
Djokovic, who both have 22 
majors, but those three are 
streets ahead of every other 
men’s singles player in history.

Next on the list is Pete Sam-
pras with 14 slams, which was 
itself a total that many once 
fancied would not be beaten for 
decades.

Murray was for a time part 
of a Big Four, until he got left 
behind by the relentless win-
ning of his three great rivals. 
Federer has retired, but Djok-
ovic and Nadal may yet have 
more slam titles in them.

At the age of 19, Alcaraz is 
already off the mark, winning 
the US Open last year, and 
he has jumped back to world 
number one after winning the 
Indian Wells Open on Sunday.

Djokovic and Nadal will be 
big threats to Alcaraz’s hopes 

of triumphing at the French 
Open, but the young Spaniard 
is no longer simply the coming 
player on the ATP. He has ar-
rived, and Murray is convinced 
Alcaraz is the real deal and 
poised to stay at the top of the 
sport for years to come.

“He has an excellent game, 
an all-around game that I think 
will translate well onto all sur-
faces,” Murray said.

“He’s not the biggest guy, 
but he can serve big. He’s an 
unbelievable mover, great ath-

lete. Has a lot of variety in his 
game. Takes the ball on a lot. 
That’s something that you hope 
that he keeps.

“I know from experience 
that it’s a bit easier playing that 
way when you’re sort of 18, 19, 
and there’s not any scar tissue 
there. I hope that he maintains 
that style of play because it’s 
exciting to watch.” The pre-
diction that Alcaraz can be an 
all-court player, and therefore 
succeed on grass as well as the 
hard and clay courts where 

he has already found success, 
bodes well for his prospects of 
stacking up slams.

Murray might have faced 
Alcaraz in round three at the 
Miami Open this fortnight, but 
the veteran Briton, a three-time 
slam winner and former number 
one, lost his opener on Wednes-
day to Serbian Dusan Lajovic.

There have only been two 
matches on tour between Al-
caraz and Murray to date, both 
coming in the 2021 season 
when they won one each.

Alcaraz is the defending 
champion in Miami, and a 
clear favourite after crushing 
Daniil Medvedev in the Indian 
Wells title match. He brings a 
14-1 record for the year into the 
tournament.

“He’s obviously so far in 
his young career doing bet-
ter than most of the guys that 
have come in the last eight to 
10 years,” Murray said.

“I know a lot of people are 
expecting everyone to win 20-
plus grand slams now, like 
that’s sort of normal. I wouldn’t 
predict that for anyone.

“I would imagine he would 
be right at the top of the game 
for, well, as long as he wants 
to play.”

Carlos Alcaraz of Spain fields questions from the media during the Mi-
ami Open at Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens, Florida, on Tuesday. 
(Getty Images/AFP)

Essen (Germany): International Olympic Committee (IOC) president 
Thomas Bach on Wednesday again called on politicians to allow a 
separation of sport and politics in connection with a possible return 
of athletes from Russia and Belarus to the Olympics and other major 
events. Bach called on politicians to respect the values of sport, 
speaking at a political forum in Essen. If politicians make decisions 
about who can or cannot participate in sporting competitions for politi-
cal reasons, then sport and athletes “become a mere instrument of 
politics. Then it is impossible for the sport to convey its common val-
ues,” Bach said. Russian and Belarusian athletes have been banned 
from most major sports events since the start of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. But the IOC is now looking into the possibility of their return 
as neutrals, including for next year’s Paris Olympics. (DPA)

IOC boss Bach warns of decay of  
the international sports system
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AMIR RECEIVES RAMADAN WELL-WISHERS
The Amir His Highness Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
received well-wishers on the 
advent of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan, at Lusail Palace 
on Thursday evening. HH the 
Amir received Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs HE Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Abdulrahman bin Jas-
sim Al Thani, Speaker of the 
Shura Council HE Hassan bin 
Abdullah Al Ghanim, sheikhs, 
ministers, undersecretaries, 
members of the Shura Coun-
cil, and citizens. HH the Amir 
exchanged greetings with the 
well-wishers on this noble 
occasion, praying to Allah to 
bring it back to Qatar and its 
people with goodness, peace 
and prosperity. 


