
FRIDAY
MARCH 24, 2023

 RAMADAN 2, 1444
VOL.16  NO. 5838 QR 2

Business 6
QSE resumes weekly gaining 
trend, up 96 pts

Sports 9
Saudi Pro league can be one of the 
world’s best: Ronaldo

HIGH : 29°C
LOW : 19°C

FINE

www.qatar-tribune.com www.facebook.com/QatarTribune @Qatar_Tribunewww.twitter.com/Qatar_Tribune

TOMORROW 
IMSAK

4:16AM

TODAY 
IFTAR

5:50PM

RAMADAN TIMING

Amir receives Ramadan well-wishers

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani received well-wish-
ers on the advent of the Holy Month of Ramadan 
at Lusail Palace on Thursday evening.

HH the Amir received Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Moham-
med bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani, 
Speaker of the Shura Council HE Hassan bin 
Abdullah Al Ghanim, and sheikhs, ministers, 
undersecretaries, members of the Shura Coun-
cil, and citizens.

HH the Amir exchanged greetings with the 
well-wishers on this noble occasion, praying to 
Allah to bring it back to Qatar and its people 
with goodness, peace and prosperity.

HH Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad Al Thani, 
Personal Representative of HH the Amir; HH 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Khalifa Al Thani; HH 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa Al Thani; HE 
Sheikh Jassim bin Khalifa Al Thani and a num-
ber of sheikhs were also present. 

Doha Port receives 5,613  
tourists on board MSC World 

Europa cruise ship
Doha Port on Thursday received the cruise ship MSC World Europa carry-
ing 5,613 tourists and a crew of 2,121. They will be joined later by 555 
tourists from Doha and embark on a number of tourist stops in the region. 
This is the thirtieth visit for the cruise ship during the 2022/2023 cruise 
season that lasts till April. Operated by Switzerland-based “MSC Cruises”, 
the “MSC World Europa” flies the flag of Malta. MSC World Europa is one 
of the most innovative and eco-friendly in the company’s fleet, as it fea-
tures the latest technologies that reduce carbon emissions and are energy 
efficient. (QNA)

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of State 
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Ham-
ad Al Thani has issued an Amiri 
gesture pardoning a number of 
prisoners, on the advent of the 
Holy Month of Ramadan.

Amir pardons 
prisoners

HIS Highness the Amir of State 
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani on Thursday sent 
a cable of congratulations to 
President of the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan Dr Arif-ur-Rehman 
Alvi, on the occasion of his coun-
try’s National Day. (QNA)

Amir congratulates 
Pakistan president

Qatar’s stance on Syrian crisis 
depends on regime’s moves, 

Arab consensus: MoFA official
QNA
DOHA

OFFICIAL spokesperson for the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs Dr Majed bin Mohammad Al 
Ansari has stressed that Qatar’s stance on the 
Syrian crisis is crystal clear. Yet, it is driven 
by two factors-  first, the Syrian regime must 
do what satisfies the aspirations of the Syr-
ian people. And the second is that any Syr-
ian action must have the backing of the Arab 
consensus.

During the media briefing organised by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Dr Al Ansari 
said as for the the Jordanian, which is based 
on a direct Arab role that engages with the 
Syrian government in a political dialogue 
aimed at resolving the crisis and addressing 
its humanitarian, security and political re-
percussions, the State of Qatar supports all 
initiatives aimed at finding peace in Syria, 
and supports all Arab and international ef-
forts in that regard. He pointed out that Qa-
tar has been involved in several initiatives 
aiming primarily to achieve the Syrian peo-
ple’s aspirations and support any effort that 
may achieve comprehensive peace.

Regarding the Qatari stance on the 
decisions of the Afghan caretaker govern-

ment involving  girls education, the official 
spokesperson for the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs pointed out that Qatar has repeat-
edly condemned such decisions. Qatar has 
been involved in  positive communication 
with the Afghan government, and practical 
mechanisms were put in place to achieve the 
wishes of the Afghan people and meet their 
aspirations.

He pointed out that Qatar Fund for De-
velopment (QFFD) signed a memorandum 
of understanding with the Afghan Ministry 
of Education regarding the launch of the ed-
ucating out-of-school primary boys and girls 
project to enroll 30,000 students, 50 percent 
of whom are girls, to enable them to com-
plete their primary education. This project 
will last for three years.  

Dr Al Ansari reviewed the efforts of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs during the past 
couple of weeks, including the phone con-
versations between Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Moham-
med bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani 
and the Foreign Ministers of Saudi Arabia 
and Iran and his welcoming of the Saudi-
Irani agreement and the issuance of the joint 
statement. 

QU opens fall 2023  
undergrad re-admission 
applications (PG 2 )

More on page 12 
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Amir sends 
greetings
to president of 
Pakistan
THE Amir His Highness 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani sent on Thursday a 
cable of congratulations to 
President of Pakistan Dr Arif-
ur-Rehman Alvi on his coun-
try’s National Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir 
congratulates 
president of 
Pakistan 
THE Deputy Amir His High-
ness Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Hamad Al Thani sent on 
Thursday a cable of con-
gratulations to President of 
Pakistan Dr Arif-ur-Rehman 
Alvi on his country’s National 
Day. (QNA)

PM sends greetings 
to Pakistani 
counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
bin Jassim Al Thani sent on 
Thursday a cable of congratu-
lations to Prime Minister of 
Pakistan Shehbaz Sharif on 
his country’s National Day. 
(QNA)

Quick read Environment minister highlights Qatar’s 
commitment to ensuring water supplies

Health meet focuses on impact of infectious diseases on people 

QNA 
NEW YORK

MINISTER of Environment 
and Climate Change HE Sheikh 
Dr Faleh bin Nasser bin Ahmed 
bin Ali Al Thani has stressed 
Qatar’s firm position on water 
conservation and its proactive 
plans to ensure the supply of 
water in the long run.

In his speech at the UN 
2023 Water Conference being 
held in New York City, the min-
ister referred to what Qatar has 
done by aligning the goals and 
objectives of the 2030 sustain-
able development plan with 
the goals of the country’s na-
tional development strategy to 
achieve most of the indicators 
of the sixth goal of the sustain-
able development goals related 
to ensuring access to clean 
water and sanitation services 
for all as well as ensuring their 
sustainable management.

He reviewed Qatar’s 
achievements Qatar in the field 
of water desalination, stressing 
that it follows the best modern 
technological methods in de-
salination plants, as it produces 
35 percent of the desalinated 
water using reverse osmosis 
technology, which contributes 

to improving energy efficiency. 
The total production of 

desalination plants amounted 
to 538 million gallons per day 
and the total demand for water 
reached 400 million gallons 
per day, he said.

He pointed out that it is 
within Qatar’s policy to pro-
vide a reserve production ca-
pacity of at least 10 percent to 
ensure covering the increasing 
demand for water for the com-
ing years, in addition to follow-
ing international best practices 

in operation and optimal use of 
water.

On water recycling, the 
minister said Qatar follows the 
best international technologi-
cal methods in the triple treat-
ment of wastewater, as 80 per-
cent of the treated water is used 
in various fields such as irriga-
tion, agriculture, cooling, etc. 

“There are also plans to 
treat and recycle shallow 
groundwater and industrial 
wastewater to benefit from it 
in agriculture and irrigation, 

in addition to treated water, he 
said, pointing out that Qatar 
seeks to treat 50 percent of that 
water by 2027.

He added that Qatar is cur-
rently carrying out a number 
of projects and research to find 
more solutions to meet water-
related challenges, including 
the phenomenon of fish deaths 
due to the high salinity of sea 
water, as a result of the dispos-
al of desalination brine from 
plants in the sea, stressing the 
importance of this environ-
mental issue for the countries 
bordering the Gulf, which de-
pend to a large extent on water 
desalination.

Regarding the catastrophic 
effects of desertification, the 
minister drew attention to the 
launch by the Amir His High-
ness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani an initiative to estab-
lish the Global Drylands Alli-
ance, which is one of the inter-
national mechanisms aimed 
at confronting climate change 
and achieving food security. 

He pointed out that Qatar 
is hosting International Horti-
cultural Expo 2023 under the 
slogan ‘Green Desert, Better 
Environment’, with the par-
ticipation of many countries 

to review the most important 
mechanisms and technologies 
that contribute to combating 
desertification and its effects.

He noted Qatar’s fulfilment 
of its obligations as an active 
partner in the international 
community, through its active 
membership in the Group of 
Friends of Water and its acces-
sion to the international steer-
ing committee of the first high-
level international conference 
on the international decade for 
action water for sustainable de-
velopment held in Tajikistan in 
2018.

He pointed out that the 
UN Water Conference is tak-
ing place at a watershed stage, 
marked by loud voices calling 
for saving the environmen-
tal, especially since water is at 
the core of the challenges the 
world is facing in the current 
period, including those related 
to droughts, food crises, the cli-
mate crisis, and others.

He affirmed Qatar’s aspi-
ration for this conference to 
be able to unite international 
efforts and agree on taking 
decisive decisions, which will 
contribute to ending the suffer-
ing of the world with regard to 
water.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR’S healthcare partners 
recently hosted the first Qatar 
Infectious Disease Conference 
at the Itqan Clinical Simula-
tion and Innovation Centre and 
Fairmont Doha Hotel to high-
light the impact of infectious 
diseases on people’s health and 
lives.

Participants, including re-
nowned international and local 
speakers, shared the latest and 
cutting-edge developments in 
infectious diseases and other 
key areas related to diseases 
caused by infectious agents. 
Different topics of interest to 
a wide range of health profes-
sionals were also discussed at 
the conference. 

The conference chairman 
and HMC’s Infectious Disease 

Head Dr Abdullatif Al Khal 
together with the co-chair Dr 
Muna Al Maslamani, Commu-
nicable Disease Centre’s medi-
cal director and assistant head 
of Infectious Disease, said the 
world has witnessed a gradual 
but steady decline in deaths 
from infectious diseases over 
the last 30 years thanks to 
improvements in sanitation, 
nutrition, standards of living, 
education, public health and 
preventive measures, immu-
nizations, diagnostics and ad-
vances in medical treatment. 

“It is estimated that the 
global death rates from in-
fectious agents had declined 
from 232 deaths per 100,000 
population in 1990 to 105 in 
2019. Despite these reassur-
ing figures, infectious diseases 
remain a major source of mor-
bidity and mortality and are 

among the top 10 killer diseas-
es of mankind,” he said. 

According to him, the suc-
cess achieved over the last three 
decades has somewhat been 
disrupted by the recent emer-
gence of the highly deadly COV-
ID-19 pandemic which has con-
tributed to the demise of more 

than 15 million lives around 
the world, whether directly or 
indirectly, not mentioning the 
interruption it caused to child-
hood immunisation, TB and 
HIV control programmes. 

“In addition to emerging 
and reemerging infectious dis-
eases in different parts of the 

world, there are other man-
made problems that are ham-
pering the fight against infec-
tious agents. This includes, but 
not limited to, the increasing 
and widespread antimicrobial 
resistance among pathogens 
and the ever-increasing emis-
sions of greenhouse gases that 
is leading to rapid climate 
change,” he said. 

Dr Khal urged for optimism 
and the need to fight back infec-
tious agents and build on the 
success achieved over the last 
few decades.  “We, as clinicians 
specialising in preventing and 
treating infectious diseases, play 
a key role in leading this fight. 
We should be proud of our suc-
cess in fighting major public 
health threats such as HIV, TB, 
Malaria to name a few, and most 
recently our success in fighting 
COVID-19,” he added. 

Communicable Disease 
Center’s Medical Director and 
Assistant Head of Infectious 
Disease Dr Muna Al Maslamani 
said the conference aimed to 
transform the way the health-
care practitioners clinically op-
erate to continuously improve 
their ability to be part of the 
scientific evidence, share and 
exchange experiences with col-
league experts and strengthen 
the clinical outcomes for better 
patient care. 

“Our colleagues that special-
ise in infectious diseases have 
continued to meet the challeng-
es in the field and they have ex-
celled despite setbacks and hard 
times the whole world has been 
through in the past few years. 
We should all be very proud of 
where we are today and excited 
about where we are heading to 
in the future,” she added.

Minister discusses conservation 
efforts with UNGA president, 

Lebanese & Tunisian ministers

Guyana envoy congratulates 
Amir on advent of Ramadan

QNA 
NEW YORK

MINISTER of Environment 
and Climate Change HE Sheikh 
Dr Faleh bin Nasser bin Ahmed 
bin Ali Al Thani met with Presi-
dent of the 77th Session of the 
United Nations General As-
sembly (UNGA) Csaba Korosi 
on the sidelines of the UN 2023 
Water Conference in New York 
city, USA, on Thursday.

During the meeting, they 
discussed the outcomes of the 
5th United Nations Conference 
on the Least Developed Coun-
tries (LDC5), which recently 
concluded in Doha. 

Dr Korosi commended Qa-
tar for the successful organisa-
tion and results of this signifi-
cant event. 

The minister of Environ-
ment and Climate Change also 
met separately with Lebanon’s 

Minister of Energy and Water 
Dr Walid Fayad and Minister 
of Agriculture, Water Resourc-
es and Fishing of Tunisia Ab-
delmonem Belati.

During the meetings, they 
discussed the developmental 
experiences of in the areas of 
sustainability and water con-

servation, which could be an 
effective tributary in the inter-
national efforts exerted to con-
tribute to water conservation. 
They also shared experiences 
and expertise in preserving 
water resources and contribut-
ing to global efforts to preserve 
planet earth.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AMBASSADOR of Guyana 
to Qatar HE Safraaz Ahmad 
Shadood has congratulated 
the Amir His Highness Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, 
the government, and the people 
of Qatar on the advent of the 
Holy Month of Ramadan.

In a statement, the ambas-
sador said, “As the world wel-
comed this noble guest, the 
month of Ramadan, I take this 
opportunity on behalf of the 
embassy, government and peo-
ple of Guyana to extend special 
Ramadan greetings to the Amir 
His Highness Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani, the Fa-
ther Amir His Highness Sheikh 
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, 
the government and people of 
Qatar. Ramadan Kareem!

“The month of Ramadan is 
a time during which the rituals 
of fasting and prayer remind us 
of the values we all share and 
of our common brotherhood. 

Ramadan marks a new begin-
ning for each individual – a 
reason to celebrate and express 
gratitude.”

He added, “So, as we gather 
for Iftaar and the night prayers, 
I pray that Almighty Allah be-
stow His blessings on HH the 
Amir and the people of Qatar 
so that this month can be one 
of security, peace and stability 
and allow all of us to welcome 
this month of revelation with 
renewed hope. May Allah ac-
cept all of our good actions that 
are performed in this most no-
ble month so that we achieve 
the goal of this month which is 
closeness to Him.”

HAMAD BIN SUHAIM AL THANI CHAIRMAN
ADEL ALI BIN ALI MANAGING DIRECTOR
DR HASSAN MOHAMMED ANSARI EDITOR-IN-CHIEFESTABLISHED SEPTEMBER 3, 2006

QU’s Fall 2023 
UG applications

QNA
DOHA

UNDERGRADUATES who 
dropped out of Qatar Univer-
sity are allowed to submit their 
re-admission applications for 
BA degree Fall 2023 semester 
from March 26 to April 5, the 
QU announced on Thursday.

The QU added that the col-
lege seats available for applica-
tions are at the faculties of Arts 
and Sciences, Engineering, 
Management and Economics, 
Law, Sharia and Islamic Stud-
ies, Education, Nursing, Medi-
cine and Dental Medicine.

Director of the Admission 
Department at Qatar Univer-
sity Lulwa Al Rubaie said stu-
dents can submit their online 
applications through the QU’s 
official website and upload 
the required documents.  The 
deadline for accepting the re-
quired documents will be April 
6, 2023.Acceptance decisions 
will be announced on May 23, 
2023.



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE College of Health Sciences 
(CHS) at Qatar University (QU) 
held its annual ceremony ‘Col-
lege of Health Sciences Day’ 
in celebration of the college’s 
achievements at the academic, 
research, professional and 
community service levels. 

The ceremony was held in 
the presence of members of 
the Office of the Vice Presi-
dent for Health and Medi-
cal Sciences and Dean of the 
CHS Dr Hanan Abdul Rahim, 
in addition to college profes-
sors and students, as well as 
representatives of a number 
of healthcare and academic 
institutions in Qatar and advi-
sory committees.

During the ceremony, 213 
laboratory and clinical training 
supervisors were honoured in 
the majors offered by the col-
lege, namely Biomedical Sci-
ences, Public Health, Human 
Nutrition, and Physical Thera-

py and Rehabilitation Sciences. 
Dr Hanan Abdul Rahim 

praised the efforts of the clini-
cal supervisors in training and 
preparing the college students 
during their field practice peri-
od at Hamad Medical Corpora-
tion, Sidra, Ministry of Public 
Health, Primary Healthcare 
Corporation, Aspetar, Qatar 
Foundation and Qatar Diabe-
tes Association. 

Dr Abdul Rahim ad-
dressed the supervisors in 
clinical practice, saying: “Your 
contributions to the training 
of our students is one of the 
most important pillars to the 
success of our programmes. 
Your supervision is not only 
limited to teaching skills, but 

also contributes to shaping 
the professional perceptions 
of our students.”

The white coat ceremony 
for the departments was also 
held, where approximately 116 
female students took the oath 
in line with the ethical guide-
lines of the relevant academic 
accreditation bodies for the ma-
jors of the CHS. In addition, 16 
female graduates who passed 
the accreditation test and ob-
tained the Board of Certifica-
tion (BOC) from the American 
Society for Clinical Pathology 
(ASCP) were honoured.

Dr Asma Al-Thani, vice 
president for Health and 
Medical Sciences, praised the 
efforts of the faculty mem-
bers of the college including 
academics, technicians and 
administrators who worked to 
gain the achievements of the 
CHS through active research 
efforts and high-quality pro-
grammes that will continue 
to innovate according to the 
needs of the country.
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Talk series inspires young people to embrace equity
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

WASL Events and Marketing, a 
newly-established events com-
pany committed to promoting 
youth empowerment and com-
munity development, held a suc-
cessful Empowering Youth Talk 
Series recently.

The event focused on moti-
vating and empowering young 
people to discover their true 
potential and become active 
participants in building a more 
inclusive and equal society. The 
overall theme of the event was 
‘Embracing Equity’, which is es-
sential in today’s world, where 
diversity and inclusion are criti-
cal to building a better future.

The Empowering Youth Talk 
Series provided a platform for 
young people to learn from in-
fluential figures and role models, 
inspiring them to become lead-
ers and make a positive impact 
in their communities. 

The event featured spe-
cial guest speaker Dr Aisha 
AlSheikh, regional director of 
Global Woman Club Doha. 

Youth speakers Aisha Al Maad-
ed and Eman Al Obaide shared 
their experiences and insights 
on overcoming challenges and 
achieving success.

The event was moderated by 
Jannatul Mawa and hosted and 
facilitated by Enakshi Sharma, 
who encouraged and engaged 
the audience to participate in a 
meaningful discussion on eq-
uity, inclusion and diversity. The 
Empowering Youth Talk Series 
was attended by over 60 young 

people, representing different 
cultures, backgrounds and be-
liefs, who all shared a common 
goal of creating a better world 
for everyone.

Sébastien Farhat, Monoprix 
Qatar’s regional general man-
ager, said: “Monoprix believes in 
empowering the youth, and we 
are delighted to add our support 
to the Youth Talk Series that pro-
vides a platform for young peo-
ple to share their perspectives, 
enhance their leadership skills 

and become agents of change. 
“We also recognize the cru-

cial role that women play in driv-
ing positive change in our com-
munities. Investing in women is 
investing in the future, and we 
are proud to add our influence 
to events of this caliber. We look 
forward to a new generation of 
leaders who will shape a brighter 
future for us all.”

Sean Spinks, general man-
ager of Centara West Bay Hotel 
and Residences, said: “We be-

lieve that the perspectives, crea-
tivity and knowledge of young 
people are crucial in shaping a 
better future in every aspect of 
life, including education, the 
economy, society and politics. 
As advocates for gender equality 
and feminists, we believe that a 
world with true gender equality 
is the only way forward for a sus-
tainable future.”

“The event was a resound-
ing success, and it demonstrat-
ed the power of collaboration 

and community engagement in 
driving positive change. We are 
thrilled to have organized this 
event, which brought together 
young people from diverse back-
grounds to discuss critical is-
sues affecting our society today. 
We hope that the Empowering 
Youth Talk Series will inspire 
and empower young people to 
embrace equity and become 
agents of change in their com-
munities,” said WASL’s Events 
Manager and Founder of Doha 
Women Forum Conchita Ponce.

The Centara West Bay Hotel 
and Residences served as the of-
ficial hospitality partner for the 
event, providing an ideal venue 
for participants to learn, share 
ideas and connect with each 
other. 

WASL is committed to pro-
moting youth empowerment 
and community development 
through a variety of programs 
and initiatives. The organisation 
believes that young people have 
the potential to drive positive 
change and create a better future 
for themselves and their com-
munities.

QU College of Law proposal to 
establish regional secretariat
approved by GCC-level panel
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

A proposal of the College of 
Law at Qatar University (QU) 
for the establishment of a 
secretariat for the committee 
of colleges of law in universi-
ties and institutions of higher 
education in the GCC has been 
approved by the Committee 
of Presidents and Directors of 
Universities and Institutions 
of Higher Education and Sci-
entific Research in the GCC.

The approval for the for-
mation and hosting of the 
secretariat came at the 25th 
meeting of the Committee 
held in January.

This decision was made in 
implementation of the prin-
ciples of the basic platform 
of the GCC, which are based 
on “coordination, integration 
and interdependence among 

member states in all fields” in-
cluding “educational affairs.”

The College of Law Sec-
retariat Committee is con-
sidered one of the joint work 
committees in the field of 
higher education, which 
seeks to “implement joint 
projects with tangible and 
positive effects on the work 
of higher education institu-
tions and the process of in-
tegration and cooperation 
between them.”

The College of Law Com-
mittee, like other college com-
mittees of various speciali-
sations standing at about 17 
committees, is responsible for 
promoting means of mutual 
cooperation between colleges 
in the GCC countries, includ-
ing organising conferences, 
workshops and scientific fo-
rums, exchanging experiences 
between faculty members 

and supporting cross train-
ing between students and 
other scientific activities that 
would develop the legal work, 
including experiential legal 
education curricula, which 
include law clinics, practical 
laboratories, moot courts and 
externship.

Dr. Talal Abdullah Al-
Emadi, dean of the College of 
Law at QU, the secretary of 
the Secretariat of the Commit-
tee of Colleges of Law in the 
GCC, welcomed the mutual 
work between the various col-
leges of law in the countries 
of the GCC and expressed his 
aspiration to coordinate a 
meeting that brings together 
the colleges in order to discuss 
and study a joint action plan 
based on the three major pil-
lars known in legal education: 
legal knowledge, legal skills, 
and legal values.

QU-CHS hosts annual ceremony 
to celebrate its achievements

Empowering Youth Talk Series focuses on motivating young people to become active participants in building a more inclusive and equal society

Pakistan National Day celebrated with patriotic zeal
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

PAKISTAN National Day was cel-
ebrated in Qatar with characteris-
tic patriotic zeal and enthusiasm. A 
large number of Pakistani commu-
nity members from all walks of life 
attended the flag-hoisting ceremony 
held at the Embassy of Pakistan, 
Doha.

Pakistan Ambassador HE 
Muhemmed Aejaz hoisted the na-
tional flag. A smartly turned out mili-
tary contingent from Pakistan gave 
salute to the national flag during the 
National Anthem.

National Day messages of Presi-
dent Dr. Arif Alvi and Prime Minis-
ter Mian Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif 
were read out on the occasion.

Addressing the community 
on the occasion, Ambassador HE 
Muhemmed Aejaz recalled “the great 
sacrifices rendered by our forefathers 
in the struggle to achieve Pakistan”. 

The ambassador paid rich trib-
utes to Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah, Allama Muhammad Iqbal 

and other leaders of the Independ-
ence movement of Pakistan.

He stressed that this National 
Day is even more special as it marks 
the 50th Anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations between 
Pakistan and Qatar. Pakistan and Qa-
tar share a long history of close and 

friendly relations, based on mutual 
respect, trust and understanding. The 
ambassador highlighted that bilateral 
relations between Pakistan and Qatar 
are based on historical bonds of a 
shared faith, heritage and culture. He 
also expressed the hope that bilateral 
relations would be further strength-

ened in the years ahead. 
The ambassador thanked and ap-

preciated the people and government 
of Qatar especially the Amir of the 
State of Qatar His Highness Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani for his 
continued support and hospitality ex-
tended to Pakistani community and 

to Pakistan, year after year. 
He also expressed pride in the 

contribution of the Pakistani commu-
nity in the remarkable progress and 
prosperity of the State of Qatar.

The ceremony concluded with 
prayers for progress, prosperity and 
solidarity of Pakistan.

Pakistan Ambassador HE Muhemmed Aejaz hoists the national flag. A smartly turned out military contingent from Pakistan gave salute to the national flag during the National 
Anthem.



QNA
DOHA

R
AMADAN is a dear guest 
that everyone is preparing 
to receive with joy, as it is 
the month of fasting and 
the Qur’an, and the month 

of generosity, compassion, and in-
terdependence, so it receives spe-
cial attention among the religious 
and social occasions in the Islamic 
nation.

In the past, the Qatari society 
receives the holy month of Rama-
dan with special ancient rituals 
and social customs, as Qataris and 
their Muslim brothers await its ar-
rival every year with great eager-
ness and passion.

In an exclusive statement to 
Qatar News Agency (QNA), Qa-
tari folklore researcher Khalifa Al 
Sayed Al Malki explained that the 
most important characteristic of 
Qatari society in Ramadan is the 
increase in cohesion and social 
solidarity, indicating that there is 
interdependence at all levels. He 
pointed out that Qatari society 
has always been preparing to re-
ceive the blessed month through 
inherited customs and traditions 
that indicate a special interest in 
Ramadan as all homes prepared 
for it. Most preparation is from the 
housewife and women in general 
who do a lot of tasks before the ad-
vent of Ramadan, perhaps a whole 
month. In the past, they used to 
prepare flour as Qatari women 
baked regag, a type of bread that 
is like crackers from which they 
made thareed, and beat the grains 
from which the they made ha-
rees, as these two dishes are very 
popular and will be found on most 
Qatari Iftar tables in Ramadan. 
He added that the ancient Qatari 
customs were associated with cer-
tain foods in this month such as 
harees, thareed, sago, luqaimat, 
and others. These dishes take long 
time to prepare, and therefore it 
was necessary for women to pre-
pare for these dishes, in addition 
to the fact that the amount con-

sumed is different in the month of 
generosity.

He added that women in the 
past used to grind grains at home, 
and bake regag. He pointed out 
that spices were brought, washed, 
dried, ground, and mixed, as each 
dish has its spices. The housewife 
is interested in renewing house-
hold utensils with the onset of 
Ramadan, especially utensils that 
retain heat, and choosing the most 
beautiful in design, he said, ex-
plaining that cooking fuel is fire-
wood, as collecting firewood was a 
major task and is brought and pre-
pared in preparation for the holy 
month, to save time for worship 
and read the Holy Quran.

Al Malki indicated that young 
people had tasks as well, so they 
used to join hands in every neigh-

borhood to prepare and clean 
mosques to receive worshipers, 
pointing out that Ramadan is 
characterized by social meet-
ings, in which people gather after 
Tarawih prayers in the majlis and 
exchange conversations, as well as 
family visits, where families dis-
tribute food, so a family cannot 
make food without giving it to its 
neighbors, stressing that all these 
things, despite their simplicity, 
helped to increase cohesion and 
interdependence between the en-
tire groups of society.

Al Malki underlined that the 
month of Ramadan is now differ-
ent from before, indicating that 
nowadays all needs and various 
food items are available in mar-
kets and commercial complexes, 
although the Qatari society is 

still adhering to its customs and 
traditions in preparing for the 
holy month, as well as many cus-
toms that were associated with 
the month of fasting. He noted 
that one of the most important 
Qatari customs is the neighbour-
to-neighbour food sharing, which 
is an old Gulf custom known by 
different names as an expression 
of love and affection. In the past, 
Qatari people used to share plat-
ters with neighbours, whether in 
the month of Ramadan or in other 
times, but this habit increases with 
the holy month, which is charac-
terized by its popular foods such 
as thareed and harees.

For his part, a researcher of 
Qatari heritage Ali Al Fayyad said 
that preparing to welcome the 
month of Ramadan is of great pri-
vacy and importance, as it is the 
month in which the family gathers 
permanently, as well as in which 
one family is connected by a cohe-
sion that increases the bonds and 
interdependence of society, point-
ing out that there is a connection 
that was most apparent before 
Ramadan, which is the prepara-
tion in all respects that provide the 
family with the best way to pre-
pare food, so that they can devote 
their selves later to religious and 
social tasks.

Women, whether from the 
same family or the same neigh-
borhood, gather in the month 
of Sha’ban in one of the houses 
and beat the grains with wood-
en tools amidst feelings of joy, 
pleasure, and singing, as harees 
grain which is a type of wheat, is 
beaten to make traditional foods, 
the most important of which are 
regag, luqaimat, and jareesh, he 
said, adding that the preparation 
for holding an occasion within 
the month of Ramadan existed in 
the past as well so there was early 
preparation for the Garangao cele-
bration by buying sweets and nuts, 
which were placed in a wicker bas-
ket to be distributed to children for 
the joy of those who fasted when 
they were young.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION AND ANALYSIS PAGES ARE THE AUTHORS’ OWN. QATAR TRIBUNE BEARS NO RESPONSIBILITY.

Welcoming Ramadan in 
Qatar Is Social Legacy, 

Inherited Traditions
Qatari society receives the Holy Month of Ramadan with special  

ancient rituals and social customs

NITA FARAHANY

M
ODERN workers increas-
ingly find companies no 
longer content to consider 
their résumés, cover letters 
and job performance. More 

and more, employers want to evalu-
ate their brains.

Businesses are screening pro-
spective job candidates with tech-as-
sisted cognitive and personality tests, 
deploying wearable technology to 
monitor brain activity on the job and 
using artificial intelligence to make 
decisions about hiring, promoting 
and firing people. The brain is be-
coming the ultimate workplace sort-
ing hat — the technological version 
of the magical device that distrib-
utes young wizards among Hogwarts 
houses in the “Harry Potter” series.

Companies touting technologi-
cal tools to assess applicants’ brains 
promise to dramatically “increase 
your quality of hires” by measuring 
the “basic building blocks of the way 
we think and act.” They claim their 
tools can even decrease bias in hiring 
by “relying solely on cognitive abil-
ity.”

But research has shown that such 
assessments can lead to racial dis-
parities that are “three to five times 
greater than other predictors of job 
performance.” When social and 
emotional tests are part of the bat-
tery, they may also screen out people 
with autism and other neurodiverse 
candidates. And applicants may be 

required to reveal their thoughts and 
emotions through AI-based, gami-
fied hiring tools without fully under-
standing the implications of the data 
being collected. With recent surveys 
showing that more than 40% of com-
panies use assessments of cognitive 
ability in hiring, federal employment 
regulators have rightly begun to pay 
attention.

Once workers are hired, new 
wearable devices are integrating 
brain assessment into workplaces 
worldwide for attention monitor-
ing and productivity scoring on the 
job. The SmartCap tracks worker fa-
tigue, Neurable’s Enten headphones 
promote focus and Emotiv’s MN8 
earbuds promise to monitor “your 
employees’ levels of stress and at-
tention using … proprietary machine 
learning algorithms” — though, the 
company assures, they “cannot read 
thoughts or feelings.”

The growing use of brain-orient-
ed wearables in the workplace will 
undoubtedly put pressure on manag-
ers to use the insights gleaned from 
them to inform hiring and promotion 
decisions. We are vulnerable to the 
seductive allure of neuroscientific ex-
planations for complex human phe-
nomena and drawn to measurement 
even when we don’t know what we 
should be measuring.

Relying on AI-based cognitive 
and personality testing can lead to 
simplistic explanations of human be-
havior that ignore the broader social 
and cultural factors that shape the 

human experience and predict work-
place success. A cognitive assessment 
for a software engineer may test for 
spatial and analytical skills but ignore 
the ability to collaborate with people 
from diverse backgrounds. The temp-
tation is to turn human thinking and 
feeling into puzzle pieces that can be 
sorted into the right fit.

The US Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission seems to 
have awakened to these potential 
problems. It recently issued draft en-
forcement guidelines on “technology-
related employment discrimination,” 
including the use of technology for 
“recruitment, selection, or produc-
tion and performance management 
tools.”

While the commission has yet 
to clarify how employers can com-
ply with nondiscrimination statutes 

while using technological assess-
ments, it should work to ensure that 
cognitive and personality testing is 
limited to employment-related skills 
lest it intrude on the mental privacy 
of employees.

The growing power of these tools 
may tempt employers to “hack” can-
didates’ brains and screen them based 
on beliefs and biases, assuming such 
decisions aren’t unlawfully discrimi-
natory because they aren’t directly 
based on protected characteristics. 
Facebook “likes” can already be used 
to infer sexual orientation and race 
with considerable accuracy. Political 
affiliation and religious beliefs are 
just as easily identifiable. As weara-
bles and brain wellness programs 
begin to track mental processes over 
time, age-related cognitive decline 
will also become detectable.

All of this points to an urgent 
need for regulators to develop spe-
cific rules governing the use of cog-
nitive and personality testing in the 
workplace.

 Employers should be required to 
obtain informed consent from candi-
dates before they undergo cognitive 
and personality assessment, includ-
ing clear disclosure of how candi-
dates’ data is being collected, stored, 
shared and used. Regulators should 
also require that assessments be 
regularly tested for validity and reli-
ability to ensure that they’re accurate, 
reproducible and related to job per-
formance and outcomes — and not 
unduly sensitive to factors such as 

fatigue, stress, mood or medications.
Assessment tools should also be 

regularly audited to ensure that they 
don’t discriminate against candidates 
based on age, gender, race, ethnicity, 
disability, thoughts or emotions. And 
companies developing and admin-
istering these tests should regularly 
update them to account for changing 
contextual and cultural factors.

More broadly, we should con-
sider whether these methods of as-
sessing job applicants are promoting 
excessively reductionist views of hu-
man abilities. That’s especially true 
as the capabilities of human workers 
are more frequently compared with 
those of generative AI.

While the use of cognitive and 
personality assessments is not new, 
the increasing sophistication of neu-
rotechnology and AI-based tools to 
decode the human brain raises im-
portant ethical and legal questions 
about cognitive liberty.

Employees’ minds and person-
alities should be subject to the most 
stringent protection. While these new 
tests may offer some benefits for em-
ployers, they must not come at the 
cost of workers’ privacy, dignity and 
freedom of thought.

(Nita Farahany is a pro-
fessor of law and philosophy 

at Duke University and the 
author of “The Battle for Your 
Brain: Defending the Right to 

Think Freely in the Age of Neu-
rotechnology.”)

THE new UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change report makes very clear what we stand to lose 
in the next decade without a significant course cor-
rection: a chance at a “livable and sustainable future 
for all.” Our home, the Earth, is on fire and we need 
to act.

The arguments against contending with the im-
pending impacts of man-made climate change were 
never great, but they seem downright self-destructive 
now. 

We understand that data can have different in-
terpretations and no predictive models are perfect, 
but at some point you have to trust that there is an 
observable reality that we can measure. It is getting 
hotter and sea levels are rising.

The consensus of scientists and researchers from 
different countries and backgrounds working togeth-
er is about as close to the absolute truth as we’re going 
to get, and that truth is looking dire. We can wait and 
see if they were right, at which point it will be too late 
to actually do anything about it, or we can act now 
and stave off events that will almost certainly cause 
global devastation, kill millions of people worldwide, 
and become exponentially harder to reverse.

In fact, we don’t have to wait anymore. Claims 
that these are natural climate fluctuations that we 
shouldn’t worry about ring hollow to Californians 
whose homes have gone up in flames, Puerto Ricans 
dealing with Hurricane Maria’s devastation for years, 
or Buffalonians whose loved ones froze to death in 
December’s blizzard.

Extreme weather is becoming routine, and it will 
only get more routine if governments around the 
world don’t commit to aggressive intervention, in-
cluding a massive reduction in the use of fossil fuels. 
Fortunately, the report lays out a clear road map for 
getting where we need to be.

Unfortunately, that road map will have to be im-
plemented by political leaders often more concerned 
about short-term electoral cycles. It was 16 years ago 
that the IPCC and Al Gore won a Nobel Peace Prize for 
efforts to highlight the dangers of climate change. The 
clock keeps ticking towards catastrophe.

Our Home, The 
Earth, Is On Fire And 

We Need To Act

Provide A Resume, Cover Letter And Access To Your 
Brain? The Creepy Race To Read Workers’ Minds

Latest IPCC report raises 
the latest alarm we can’t 

ignore the warming Earth
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Indian court sends Rahul Gandhi to two years in jail for Modi comment
AGENCIES 
AHMEDABAD

A lower court in India sen-
tenced opposition leader Ra-
hul Gandhi on Thursday to 
two years in jail on defamation 
charges for a 2019 speech in 
which he referred to thieves as 
having the surname Modi.

Gandhi will appeal against 
the order in a higher court, but 
any jailing for him or his dis-
qualification from parliament 
would be a blow to his Con-
gress party ahead of the 2024 
general election, which Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s par-
ty is widely expected to win. 
The judgment was passed by a 
magistrate’s court in Surat, in 
Modi’s home state of Gujarat. 

The case was brought by a 
Gujarat lawmaker from Modi’s 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).
Gandhi, the 52-year-old scion 

of the Nehru-Gandhi political 
dynasty, was present at the Su-
rat court, which gave him bail 
immediately and suspended 
the sentence for a month.

“Accused Rahul Gandhi is 
held guilty ... and sentenced 
to two years simple impris-
onment,” Harish Varma, the 
chief judicial magistrate of 
Surat, said in his order. Ketan 
Reshamwala, an advocate for 
complainant Purnesh Modi, 
said the court had found Gan-
dhi’s comment defamatory.

An adviser to the federal 
government, Kanchan Gupta, 
said Gandhi could face im-
mediate disqualification from 
parliament following the con-
viction, in line with a 2013 
order of the country’s highest 
court. 

Congress spokesperson 
and top lawyer Abhishek Sing-
hvi told a news conference that 

the party feared Gandhi could 
be disqualified. “The disquali-
fication issue is dependent on 
the stay of conviction,” he said. 
“Any reasonable system, any 
reasonable, fair, non-oppres-
sive, non-biased system would 

give sufficient time to a person 
to take some legal steps to stay 
the conviction,” he said. In the 
speech before the last general 
election in 2019, Gandhi re-
ferred to the prime minister 
and two fugitive Indian busi-

nessmen, all surnamed Modi 
while talking about alleged 
high-level corruption in the 
country. On Thursday, Gan-
dhi, a former Congress presi-
dent who is currently an influ-
ential MP, told the court that 
his comment was not against 
any community.

Congress members rallied 
behind Gandhi, with many 
state units planning protests 
on Friday. “The Modi govern-
ment is a victim of political 
bankruptcy”, Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge said 
on Twitter. “We will appeal 
in the higher court.” Gandhi 
also received support from the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) that 
rules Delhi and two of whose 
top leaders are in jail on what 
they call trumped-up charges.

“We have differences with 
the Congress, but it is not right 
to implicate Rahul Gandhi in 

a defamation case like this. It 
is the job of the public and the 
opposition to ask questions. 
We respect the court but disa-
gree with the decision,” AAP 
chief and Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal wrote on 
Twitter.

Gandhi’s once-dominant 
Congress controls less than 
10% of the elected seats in 
parliament’s lower house and 
lost badly to the BJP in the last 
two general elections. Modi 
remains India’s most popu-
lar politician by a substantial 
margin, and polls show he is 
expected to win a third victory 
at the election next year.

Unlike in many countries, 
where defamation is a civil 
offence, Indian law also has 
provisions which classify it as 
a criminal offence punishable 
with a jail term of up to two 
years.

Rahul Gandhi arrives at the Surat district court. AFP 

DPA
KYIV

THE army said  at least 14 civil-
ians were killed and two dozen 
more injured by Russian at-
tacks on Wednesday  including 
along the front line in the east 
and south of Ukraine. At least 
three people were said to have 
died in the rubble of a dormi-
tory of a vocational school after 
a Russian drone attack in the 
greater Kyiv area. More peo-
ple were believed to be trapped 
there. 

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky spoke on Twit-
ter of a new “Russian terror.” 
According to local authorities, 
four people died in the eastern 
Donetsk region after Russian 
shelling, and there were also 
deaths and injuries in the heav-
ily contested town of Bakhmut.

Zelesnsky visited and 
paid tribute to soldiers near 
Bakhmut on Wednesday. In a 
video, he presented medals to 
members of a Ukrainian artil-
lery unit in a large hall.

“I saw a lot of destruction 
today in the surrounding area. 
But the most important thing 

is victory,” Zelensky said in the 
video. Everything will be re-
built, he promised. He also vis-
ited a military hospital with the 
governor of the Donetsk region, 
Pavlo Kyrylenko. Bakhmut has 
been the site of intense fight-
ing between Ukrainian and 
Russian forces for months. If 

Russia takes control, military 
analysts say a path to the major 
cities of Slovyansk and Krama-
torsk would open up for Mos-
cow’s troops. They would then 
be closer to the complete con-
quest of the Donetsk region. 

Meanwhile, Russia’s anti-
aircraft defence and sailors 

from its Black Sea fleet shot 
down three Ukrainian drones 
over Crimea, a Russian offi-
cial on the Russian-occupied 
peninsula said. The shoot-
ings caused explosions which 
broke windows, but there were 
no casualties, according to 
Mikhail Razvozhayev, governor 
of Sevastopol in the southwest-
ern part of Crimea.“Warships 
were not hit,” he said. Russia 
took control of the peninsula in 
2014 and launched an all-out 
invasion of Ukraine 13 months 
ago. 

Ukraine is determined to 
free Crimea from Russian con-
trol and another recently occu-
pied territory. Incidents involv-
ing drones have occurred in 
various parts of Crimea, some-
times causing serious damage, 
injuries and even deaths.  The 
drone attacks have forced Rus-
sia to increase its military effort 
in Crimea significantly. 

The British Ministry of De-
fence said Ukrainian troops 
had relieved their forces near 
Bakhmut, likely to ease the 
pressure from the Russian at-
tackers on a key Ukrainian sup-
ply route.“

Volodymyr Zelensky meeting with servicemen and handing out awards 
in a hospital near Bakhmut. (AFP)

Zelensky visits frontline troops  
as Russian attacks kill civilians

DPA
LUXEMBOURG

IN 2022, 881,200 people ap-
plied for asylum in the EU, an 
increase of 64 percent com-
pared to the previous year, 
Eurostat said on Thursday. 
Numbers increased for a sec-
ond year in a row. In 2021, 
537,400 applied for interna-
tional protection. In 2020, due 

to the pandemic, applications 
decreased to 417,100. 

The rising number of asy-
lum seekers in the EU has yet to 
reach the numbers in 2015 and 
2016, linked to the Syria war, 
where over 1 million people 
applied for asylum each year. 
At the same time, in 2022, EU 
states hosted more than 4 mil-
lion people fleeing the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine. Ukrain-

ians were granted immedi-
ate protection after EU states 
adopted temporary emergency 
rules for cases of a mass influx 
of people for up to one year with 
extensions up to two years.  The 
proposal is designed to avoid 
the lengthy national asylum-
seeking procedures required to 
process large numbers of dis-
placed people.  Syrians  made 
up the majority of asylum seek-

ers in the EU since 2013. 
In 2022, 131,970 Syrians 

applied for international pro-
tection in the EU, represent-
ing 15 percent. Afghanistan 
followed with 113,495 or 13 
percent. Applicants from Ven-
ezuela and Turkey numbered 
50,050 and 49,720 respec-
tively. Most applications were 
made in Germany with 25% or 
217,735 applications received. 

EU asylum applications increase for second year in a row

Prince William says Ukrainian 
refugees’ resilience ‘shines out’

DPA
LONDON

THE Prince of Wales has praised 
the resilience of young Ukrainian 
refugees living in Poland. On the 
second day of his surprise trip to 
the country, William visited the 
Hala Koszyki food hall in Warsaw 
to speak to those who have fled 
Ukraine. 

The prince joined them at ta-
bles on Thursday afternoon and 
heard about their experiences 
settling into Polish life. William 
told them: “It must be very dif-
ficult to start an entire new life in 
a new country. “It’s amazing how 

resilient you are. That shines 
out.” He also spoke to people 
who have hosted refugees and 
thanked them for their kindness. 
The casually dressed prince was 
also greeted by well-wishers out-
side the venue and given flowers.

Three women held a sign 
reading: “Thank you for the 
visit, William.” One of them, 
Olga Mieszejewska-Buchalik, 
who travelled three hours from 
south Poland, told reporters: 
“I said that we really appreci-
ated his support for our nation  
and Ukraine.” Vonya Bultruski, 
26, who spoke to the prince, told  
DPA. 

Estonia FM’s 
car catches fire

DPA
BERLIN

AN ARMOUR-PLATED car car-
rying Estonian Foreign Minister 
Urmas Reinsalu during his visit 
to Ukraine this week caught fire 
while he was driving in cen-
tral Kyiv, the diplomat said on 
Thursday. 

“I was sitting with [Estonian 
Ambassador] Kaimo Kuusk in 
the back seat, and all of a sud-
den, Kaimo said something 
smelled. And then suddenly 
flames broke out behind us,” 
Reinsalu told a government 
press conference in the Estonian 
capital Tallinn.   The staff could 
only open the doors from the 
outside with difficulty, and the 
tailgate was also blocked, the 
minister said: “Fortunately, the 
rear doors eventually opened 
because the car would have 
turned into a gas chamber in a 
few seconds.”

No one was injured in the 
incident on Tuesday evening. 
Reinsalu did not give any infor-
mation on the possible cause of 
the fire, which burned out the 
vehicle.  Experts were to ex-
amine the wreckage of the car, 
which had been made available 
to the ambassador of the EU- 
and NATO-member country by 
its police and border protection 
agency.

LONDON: A Nigerian senator was found guilty of plotting to har-
vest organs on Thursday at the UK’s Old Bailey Court, the Crown 
Prosecution Service said. Senator Ike Ekweremadu, his wife 
Beatrice and Dr Obinna Obeta were found guilty of trafficking a 
21-year-old street trader to the UK to provide a kidney for the 
Ekweremadus’ daughter, according to the statement.  The pros-
ecution said the victim was brought to the UK after being offered 
money and the promise of work, but that he did not know that 
he was expected to provide a kidney in return.  After medical 
professionals became suspicious about the circumstances and 
called it off, the victim was left to sleep on the streets for three 
days before approaching authorities at Staines Police Station 
on May 5, 2022. “This was a horrific plot to exploit a vulnerable 
victim by trafficking him to the UK for the purpose of transplant-
ing his kidney,” said Joanne Jakymec, Chief Crown Prosecutor.  
“The defendants showed utter disregard for the victim’s health 
and well-being and used their considerable influence to a high 
degree of control throughout.” (DPA) 

UK court rules Nigerian senator guilty of 
organ harvesting plot

News 
in brief

Aussie PM advances Indigenous referendum

Munich Airport suspends operations on 
Sunday and Monday due to strike

SYDNEY: Australia took a step on Thursday towards a historical 
referendum to give Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders recogni-
tion in the constitution and, for the first time, a voice on matters 
that affect their lives. Prime Minister Anthony Albanese revealed 
the question the government wants to set in the referendum later 
this year, urging Australians to back what he described as a long 
overdue vote. “For many ... this moment has been a very long 
time in the making,” Albanese said, choking up during a televised 
press conference, standing alongside several Indigenous leaders 
supporting the proposal.“Yet they have shown such patience and 
optimism through this process, and that spirit of cooperation and 
thoughtful, respectful dialogue has been so important at arriving 
at this point in such a united fashion.” The referendum question 
to be put to Australians will be: “A Proposed Law: to alter the con-
stitution to recognise the First Peoples of Australia by establishing 
an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice. Do you approve this 
proposed alteration?”. Making up about 3.2% of Australia’s nearly 
26 million population, the Aboriginal people were marginalised by 
British colonial rulers and are not mentioned in the 122-year-old 
constitution.  (DPA)

MUNICH: Regular operations at Munich Airport will be suspend-
ed on Sunday and Monday due to widespread strikes over pay 
in Germany’s transport sector. Passengers who have planned a 
flight to or from Munich on these two days were advised to con-
tact their airline. There were 737 take-offs and landings planned 
at Munich Airport on Sunday and 772 on Monday. The strike is 
expected to affect around 200,000 passengers. Airport boss 
Jost Lammers said the work stoppage represents an “unprec-
edented escalation and is excessive and completely dispropor-
tionate.” The shutdown of the Munich hub “creates immense 
economic damage, not to mention the damage to the image of 
Germany as a business location,” he said.   (DPA)

PROTESTS SWEEP FRANCE 
OVER PENSION REFORM

Strikes and protests against pension reform in France reached a new level of inten-
sity on de-Gaulle international airport in Paris. Police in the capital used tear gas against 
demonstrators and made five arrests, while large gatherings also grew heated in other 
cities, including Bordeaux, Nantes and Rennes, media reports said. The Interior Ministry 
said 1.09 million people turned out across France. The CGT union said 3.5 million people 
took part. Around 12,000 police officers were deployed.  Strike and protest days had 
been mostly peaceful for weeks, but recent days saw increasing violence during spontane-
ous demonstrations. “We want non-violent actions that respect property and people,” said 
Laurent Berger of the CFDT multi-sector union in a bid to calm the situation. (DPA)

Spain’s Sánchez wants to discuss 
Ukraine with Xi during Beijing visit

MADRID: Spain’s Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez wants to explore 
the chances of China mediat the Ukraine war during a visit to Bei-
jing at the end of the month, Presidential Minister Félix Bolaños 
said on Thursday on the RTVE channel. Beijing could play a “very 
important role” in mediating between Kyiv and Moscow, Bolaños 
said. “It is imperative to end this conflict, and Russia must recog-
nise that this is a totally unjustified aggression.” Beijing recently 
presented a peace initiative which calls for a ceasefire but does 
not demand the withdrawal of Russia. (DPA)
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RAMADAN is upon us amid exception-
al and unprecedented global economic 
conditions with waves of inflation hit-
ting the globe, accompanied by a record 
rise in commodity prices at the global 
level, in addition to disruption in supply 
chains and an increase in financing and 
borrowing costs, as well as other factors 
that put pressure on household budgets.

While there were expectations that 
the holy month will lead to a slowdown 
in growth in Arab and Islamic countries 
and will negatively affect production 
processes in them as a result of reduc-
ing work hours, experts polled by Qatar 
News Agency (QNA) contradicted those 
expectations.

Experts emphasized that there is no 
correlation between the month and the 
occurrence of a slowdown or the rise in 
prices and inflation. On the contrary, 
Ramadan is an opportunity for recov-
ery, as it contributes to revitalising eco-
nomic growth.

On the impact of Ramadan on the 
economies of Muslim and other coun-
tries and on the prices of commodities, 
experts agreed that many investment 
and industrial companies make huge 
profits as a result of the increased de-
mand for their products during the holy 
month.

Despite the waves of stagnation and 
recession that the world previously wit-
nessed, especially in Europe, Islamic 
companies and restaurants continued 
to work well, with an increase in de-
mand for halal food. Ramadan created 
commercial activity in Western coun-
tries and other countries with Muslim 
population. Professor of Accounting at 
Qatar University Rajab Abdulla Al Es-
mail explained that consumption rates 
in Ramadan are very high. Afterwards, 
there is Eid which revives the move-
ment of the markets and increases sales 
compared to regular days and months.

Al Esmail added that it is very natu-
ral for the rate of consumption to rise 
during Ramadan, but there is a tradi-
tion of wrong consumption habits, add-
ing that a balance between income and 
actual needs, away from extravagance 

and waste, is required.
In light of the current global condi-

tions and the accompanying events that 
also put pressure on economies and the 
pockets of families, Al Esmail stressed 
the importance of distinguishing be-
tween necessary and luxury needs, 
while avoiding extravagance.

The Qatar University Professor ex-
plained that two people receiving the 
same salary every month might have a 
difference in the standard of living due 
to disparity in managing expenses and 
indebtedness. Bank loans burden fami-
lies, so they should be avoided as much 
as possible, especially if they are spent 
on consumerism; thus, adjusting finan-
cial capabilities and investing in real es-
tate and others is necessary in order to 
adapt to emergency economic crises af-

ter retirement. The investment provides 
a good income, which contributes to im-
proving the quality of life in the future.

On the impact of Ramadan on price 
hikes and inflation, he pointed to the 
alternatives available in the local mar-
kets and the various options at different 
prices, adding that our local market is 
open, prices are available electronically, 
and it is possible to compare them. All 
these things push merchants to present 
their best promotional offers to attract 
customers, throughout the holy month, 
which increases the competitiveness of 
the markets. 

Chairman of Qatar Consumers 
Complex Companies Ali Hassan Al 
Khalaf said that it is customary to pre-
pare for Ramadan early, adding that 
purchasing activity usually increases 

this month, and the entire market is 
booming in light of the prosperity of life.

He added that spending doubles 
during Ramadan and the demand for 
goods increases, which is very natural. 
Ramadan is an economic season as pur-
chases vary from one individual to an-
other and goods are exchanged as gifts.

Regarding prices, he pointed to 
what the authorities are doing in terms 
of organizing and monitoring the move-
ment of about 500 basic commodities, 
which contribute to the stability of their 
prices throughout Ramadan, adding 
that price increase may appear to be a 
‘healthy’ phenomenon as it is neces-
sary for the merchant, encouraging him 
to bring more commodities, while it is 
considered normal for the consumer, as 
more commodities mean a lower price.

Regarding the perception of slow 
movement and weak production in 
Ramadan, he said that it is not true, 
especially as everyone is waiting for 
the month because commercial activity 
flourishes and grows during it, contrib-
uting to lowering prices due to the large 
quantities of goods coming to sales out-
lets. This applies to all commodities, 
including vegetables and fruits, which 
cannot be stored in the first place, he 
added.

Financial analyst Walid Al Fuqaha 
believes that Ramadan comes this year 
in light of exceptional economic condi-
tions, which the world has not witnessed 
in 40 years, adding that the holy month 
is usually associated with increased 
consumption and spending, driven by 
a group of cultural and religious factors, 
but disruption of supply chains may 
raise the prices of food and beverages, 
which are the most important compo-
nents of the consumer price index.

He added that the focus is on con-
sumer behaviour. From a psychological 
point of view, events lead to the emer-
gence of emotional contagion, which is 
people’s tendency to adopt the feelings 
and behaviours of those around them, 
as consumer behaviour is affected by 
cultural factors, customs, marketing 
campaigns, advertising, and competi-
tions of merchants and suppliers, which 
put pressure on the consumer’s behav-
iour and changes it significantly within 

a short period, in comparison to the vol-
ume of marketing campaigns per day, 
in light of the development of electronic 
marketing methods, which may eventu-
ally affect price levels and lead to an im-
balance in supply and demand during 
the month.

To address this, Al Fuqaha believes 
that consumers can take effective steps 
in managing spending, avoiding waste, 
setting a budget for the purchase, avoid-
ing impulsive buying, and choosing lo-
cal merchants who offer fair prices and 
transparent business practices.

In terms of control practices, he 
stressed their importance in maintain-
ing the stability of markets and prices, 
emphasizing the importance of devel-
oping promotional plans for consum-
ers and providing programs to engage 
in more responsible and sustainable 
consumption patterns, by sharing food, 
urging community service, and partici-
pating in social responsibility programs 
during the month.

He called for a better understanding 
of consumer psychology during festive 
seasons and religious occasions, such 
as the month of Ramadan, to develop 
effective strategies and plans that pro-
mote sustainable development, increase 
transparency and accountability in pric-
ing and inventory management, with 
the need to adopt initiatives that moti-
vate companies that implement respon-
sible practices towards society.

He highlighted the profits achieved 
by companies, as their revenues and 
gains multiply during the holy month 
as a result of the increased demand for 
their products, as Ramadan is an engine 
for markets and a catalyst for their gen-
eral performance.

For example, the US witnessed the 
worst inflation wave in 1983, and Eu-
rope also witnessed in recent decades 
many waves of stagnation and deflation, 
such as the mortgage crisis and others, 
but Islamic companies and restaurants 
continued to work well, accompanied by 
increasing demand for halal food.

This is proof that Ramadan brings 
about a qualitative commercial activ-
ity in the countries where Muslims live, 
and not an economic slowdown as some 
believe.

Ramadan is catalyst for local 
economic recovery: Experts

SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

QATARI stocks resumed gain-
ing momentum as the Qatar 
Stock Exchange (QSE) index 
gained 96.11 points, or 1.0 per-
cent, during the week to close 
at 10,006.20 points.

The week saw QSE’s mar-
ket capitalisation increase by 
1.6 percent to reach QR580.4 
billion as compared with 
QR571.1 billion at the end of 
the previous trading week.

The traded value during 
the week declined 14.4 percent 
to QR2,062.8 million from 
QR2,409.7 million in the pre-
vious trading week. Industries 
Qatar (IQ) was the top-value 
traded stock during the week 
with a total traded value of 
QR316.6 million.

Traded volume moved up 
2.4 percent to 730.7 million 
shares compared to 713.3 mil-
lion shares in the previous 
trading week. Estithmar Hold-
ing (IGRD) was the top volume 
traded stock during the week 
with a total traded volume of 
102.4 million shares.

The number of transac-
tions also increased 8.4 per-
cent to 79,546 against 73,354 
in the previous week. Foreign 
institutions remained bearish, 
ending the week with net sell-
ing of QR3.8 million against 
net selling of QR87.8 million 
in the previous week.

Foreign also retail inves-
tors ended the week with net 
selling of QR13 million against 
net selling of QR11.5 million in 
the previous week.

According to an estimate 
by QNB Financial Services 
(QNBFS), as of Thursday’s 
closing, global foreign institu-
tions were net buyers of Qa-
tari stocks worth $41.2 million 
since the start of the current                                                
financial year.

Qatari institutions turned 
bearish with net selling of 
QR28 million against net buy-
ing of QR103.1 million in the 
week before.

Qatari retail investors, 
however, recorded net buying 
of QR44.8 million against net 
selling of QR3.7 million the 
week before.

Estithmar Holding (IGRD) 
was the best-performing stock 
for the week, rising 22.3 per-

cent, while QLM Life & Medi-
cal Insurance Company (QLM) 
was the worst-performing 
stock for the week, dropping 
7.8 percent. 

Masraf Al Rayan, Ooredoo 
and Industries Qatar were the 
primary contributors to the 
weekly index gain. MARK and 
ORDS added 30.06 and 28.70 
points to the index, respective-
ly. Further, IQ added another 
27.14 points.

Of the 50 traded com-
panies, 33 closed the week 
higher. While 14 stocks closed 
lower, there was no change in 
the share prices of three stocks.

Commenting on QSE’s 
weekly performance, Fi-
nancial Analyst Mubarak 
Al Tamimi told Qatar News 
Agency (QNA) that the posi-
tive performance this week 
should still be met with cau-
tion from investors, given de-
velopments in financial mar-
kets globally in order to avoid 
any potential correction in the                                       
coming period.

He noted that the recent 
performance of the index 
was dictated by factors like 
profit-taking after companies 
paid out their dividends and 
the US Federal Reserve’s rate 
hikes. He added that the per-
formance of the stock in the 
coming period will be dictated 
by the first quarter earnings 
results and the impact of the 
retreat in oil prices.

QSE resumes weekly 
gaining trend, up 96 pts

AGENCIES
NEW YORK 

WALL Street advanced on 
Thursday as market partici-
pants looked past remarks by 
U.S. Federal Reserve Chairman 
Jerome Powell on Wednesday 
and weighed the possibility that 
the central bank will pause its 
restrictive interest rate hikes in 
the near future.

All three indexes marked the 
three-year anniversary of the 
nadir of the COVID-19 crash by 
heading higher, with megacap 
growth stocks, led by Microsoft 
and Apple, providing the most 
upside muscle and putting the 
tech-heavy Nasdaq out front.

“Today the market is bounc-
ing back on what was a dovish 
Fed hike yesterday,” said Ross 
Mayfield, investment strategy 
analyst at Baird in Louisville, 
Kentucky. “Powell did a good job 
sticking to the party line on infla-
tion and continued to jawbone 
hawkish even though the hike 
leaned dovish.” “It’s not too crazy 
for markets to see that pivot in 
the near future,” Mayfield added.

The risk-on session re-
versed Wednesday’s late-
session sell-off after the Fed’s 
rate hike, Powell’s subsequent 
Q&A session and Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen’s testi-
mony before congress in which 
she ruled out blanket protec-
tion for all deposits.

In view of recent turmoil 
in the financial sector, which 
began with the failures of SVB 
Financial Group (SIVB.O) and 
Signature Bank (SBNY.O), 
worries that the Fed was over-
tightening and pushing the 
economy perilously close to re-
cession, Powell’s reiterance of 
the Fed’s determination to cool 
inflation sparked a late session 
flight to safety.

Jitters among regional 
banks persist, with the KBW 
Regional Bank index sliding 2.3 
percent. Comments from the 
Bank of England that inflation 
will probably quickly fade also 
helped fuel hopes of light at the 
end of the central bank tighten-
ing tunnel. The BoE’s commen-
tary “paints a picture of a global 
central banking system that’s 
ready to slow the pace of their 
hiking,” Mayfield said.

But economic data released 
on Thursday showed jobless 
claims inching lower and new 
home sales posting a surprise 
gain, providing fresh evidence 
that the economy is yet to show 
the kind of softening that would 
lend itself to cooling inflation.

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average rose 142.01 points, or 
0.44 percent, to 32,172.12, the 
S&P 500 gained 26.11 points, or 
0.66 percent, to 3,963.08 and 
the Nasdaq Composite added 
151.81 points, or 1.3 percent, to 
11,821.77 points.

Wall Street rallies 
on hopes of Fed 

policy pause
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Credit card debt at record high as 
Fed raises rates again in the US

AGENCIES

AS the Federal Reserve raises 
interest rates again, credit card 
debt is already at a record high, 
and more people are carrying 
debt month to month.

The Fed’s interest rate in-
creases are meant to fight in-
flation, but they’ve also led to 
higher annual percentage rates 
(APRs) for people with credit 
card debt, which means they 
pay more in interest. The Fed 
announced Wednesday that it 
would increase rates another 
quarter of a point.

With inflation still high, 
people are leaning on their 
credit cards more for everyday 
purchases.

“It’s the economy, inflation, 
gas prices, and food costs,” said 
Lance DeJesus, 46, kitchen 
manager at the Golden Corral 
in York, Pennsylvania. “A year 
ago, you could go to the grocery 
store with a hundred bucks and 
come out with a bunch of bags. 
Now, I come out with just one 
bag.” DeJesus said he carries a 
credit card balance of roughly 
$2,600 from month to month 
over several cards, which have 
interest rates from 16.99% to 
21.99%.

Early in the pandemic, 
when DeJesus lost his job, he 
said that unemployment pay-
ments, stimulus checks, and 
child tax credits (which went to 
his household via his wife, who 
has three children) all helped 
him stay afloat. Now, with 
COVID-era emergency relief 
and stimulus policies ending, 
he uses credit for emergencies.

He’s not alone: 46% of 
people are carrying debt from 
month to month, up from 39% 
a year ago, according to Bank-
rate.com, an online financial 
information site.

Bankrate says the aver-
age credit card interest rate, 
or annual percentage rate, has 
reached 20.4% — the highest 
since their tracking began in 
the mid-1980s.

A new poll by The Associ-
ated Press-NORC Center for 
Public Affairs Research finds 
35% of U.S. adults report that 
their household debt is higher 
than it was a year ago. Just 17% 
say it has decreased.

Roughly 4 in 10 adults in 
households making under 
$100,000 a year say their debt 
is up, compared with about a 

quarter in households making 
more than that. About half of 
Black and Hispanic adults say 
their household debt has in-
creased, compared with about 
3 in 10 white adults.

Data also shows more peo-
ple are now falling behind on 
payments, according to Bank-
rate analyst Greg McBride. 
He sees this as evidence of a 
so-called “K-shaped recovery” 
from the pandemic, in which 
the distance between the haves 
and the have-nots grows larger.

“The more than half who 
pay in full each month are 
clearly doing a lot better than 
the almost half who don’t,” 
McBride said. “Those who tend 
to carry balances tend to be 
younger people, people mak-
ing lower incomes, and those 
with lower credit scores. An-
other factor contributing to 
rising debt is inflation, which 
means the cost of day-to-day 
living is outpacing paychecks.” 
Typically, on a national scale, it 
takes something pretty extraor-
dinary for credit card balances 
to fall, economists agree. The 

Great Recession, beginning in 
2008, and COVID, beginning 
in 2020, are two periods when 
they fell sharply.

During the early pandemic, 
credit card debt dipped 17%, 
Bankrate said — thanks in part 
to stimulus programs, emer-
gency relief, and a decrease in 
consumer spending.

But in the last three months 
of 2022, credit card balances in 
the U.S. increased $61 billion 
to $986 billion, surpassing the 
pre-pandemic high of $927 bil-
lion, according to the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York.

Using a credit card can 
provide protections for people 
who can pay off the balance 
every month. But the cost for 
those who can’t is high.

“What’s not good is carry-
ing balances, paying interest, 
and falling behind,” McBride 
said. “No one wants to be pay-
ing 20% every month.” For 
Gary Deuvall, 68, of Walls, 
Mississippi, who worked ser-
vicing and repairing motorcy-
cles, stimulus checks brought 
some financial relief even 

though the pandemic hurt his 
business.

Now retired and on Social 
Security, Deuvall and his wife 
still have some credit card 
debt, he said, “in the five fig-
ures,” but they’ve also trans-
ferred that balance to a zero 
percent interest card to help 
contend with high rates.

Zero percent interest offers 
are generally available only for 
a limited period, sometimes up 
to 21 months, and banks some-
times charge a flat fee, such as 
3% of the balance transferred.

“We’d hoped to build or buy 
a house,” Deuvall said. “But in-
terest rates are so high, that’s 
on pause. Meanwhile, I’ll just 
rent.” Dan Stokes, 31, a spe-
cial education teacher based 
in Richmond, Virginia, said 
that a pause on student loan 
payments that began during 
the pandemic has helped him 
make ends meet, but he still 
carries about $8,000 in credit 
card debt from month to month 
across at least three cards.

Of that, Stokes said he’s 
moved about $1,200 to a zero 

percent interest card for the 
next twelve months.

“Honestly, it feels really 
good that I don’t have to make 
those student debt payments 
at the moment,” he said of the 
emergency policy, which has 
been extended until the sum-
mer. “My pay as a teacher 
hasn’t kept up with inflation, so 
there are times when I’m swip-
ing my credit cards just to get 
by and make it through.” Credit 
card rates are one of the fastest 
ways higher interest rates hit 
consumers.

“Most car loans and mort-
gages are fixed-rate. So if 
you’re new to the market, it 
has a big effect, but if you have 
an existing loan, it’s not affect-
ing you,” McBride said. “With 
credit cards, the higher inter-
est rate gets passed through 
pretty much right away.” The 
poll of 1,081 adults was con-
ducted Mar. 16-20 using a 
sample drawn from NORC’s 
probability-based AmeriSpeak 
Panel, which is designed to be 
representative of the U.S. pop-
ulation.

The Fed’s interest rate increases are meant to fight inflation, but they’ve also led to higher annual percentage rates (APRs) for people with credit 
card debt

UK inflation 
jumps to  
10.4 percent

AGENCIES

BRITAIN’S inflation rate rose 
for the first time in four months 
in February, surprising ana-
lysts and increasing pressure 
on the Bank of England to raise 
interest rates at its meeting on 
Thursday.

The consumer price in-
dex jumped to 10.4% in the 12 
months through February from 
10.1% the previous month, as 
high energy prices continued 
to squeeze household budgets, 
the Office for National Statis-
tics said Wednesday.

While economists expect 
prices to drop rapidly later this 
year, inflation is more than five 
times higher than the Bank of 

England’s 2% target.
The central bank will weigh 

the need to control inflation 
against concerns about the fall-
out from global banking trou-
bles when it decides whether 
to raise interest rates on Thurs-
day. The bank has approved 
10 consecutive rate increases 
since December 2021, pushing 
its key bank rate to 4%.

Michael Hewson, chief ana-
lyst at CMC Markets UK, said 
he expects the Bank of England 
to raise rates by at least a quar-
ter of a percentage point.

“A base rate of 4% barely 
seems adequate to act as a drag 
on this measure of price rises 
and will still increase the pres-
sure on the Bank of England” 
to raise rates on Thursday, 
Hewson said in a note to cli-
ents before the inflation figures 
were released.

The consumer price index 
jumped to 10.4% in the 12 
months through February 
from 10.1% the previous 
month, as high energy  
prices continued to 
squeeze household budgets

GTA extends deadline for  
submitting tax return till May 31

QNA
DOHA

THE General Tax Author-
ity (GTA) announced the 
extension of the dead-
line for submitting the 
tax return for 2022 for 
all entities subject to the  
income tax law for one addi-
tional month to end on May 
31, 2023.

Excluded from this exten-
sion are companies operat-

ing in the field of petroleum 
operations and petrochemi-
cal industries, in addition to 
taxpayers who have account-
ing periods different from 
the tax year defined in Article 
(1) of the Income Tax Law 
promulgated by Law (24) of 
the year 2018 and its amend-
ments, the GTA indicated in 
its statement Thursday.

The GTA pointed out 
that it has always sought to 
enhance the principle of tax 

compliance among taxpay-
ers, stressing the importance 
of the commitment of all 
companies in the country to 
submitting tax returns on 
time, as that results in the 
avoidance of being exposed 
to financial penalties.

The GTA explained that 
companies benefit greatly 
from the tax system due to 
the consequent enhance-
ment of their efficiency and 
governance.

Credit Suisse deal averted  
crisis, Swiss central bank says

AGENCIES

THE Swiss central bank hiked 
its key interest rate Thursday 
and declared that a govern-
ment-orchestrated takeover of 
troubled Credit Suisse by rival 
bank UBS ended the financial 
turmoil.

In a statement, the Swiss 
National Bank said it is provid-
ing large amounts of support for 
the deal to merge Switzerland’s 
biggest banks and that the late 
Sunday announcement by the 
federal government, financial 
regulators and the central bank 
“put a halt to the crisis.” “An in-
solvency of Credit Suisse would 
have had severe consequences 
for national and international 
financial stability and for the 
Swiss economy,” said Thomas 
Jordan, chairman of the Swiss 
central bank’s governing board. 
“Taking this risk would have 
been irresponsible.” The hast-
ily arranged, $3.25 billion deal 
aimed to stem the upheaval in 
the global financial system after 
the collapse of two U.S. banks 
and jitters about long-running 
troubles at Credit Suisse led 
shares of Switzerland’s second-
largest bank to tank and cus-
tomers to pull out their money.

Swiss authorities urged 
UBS to take over its smaller ri-
val after the central bank’s plan 
for Credit Suisse to borrow up 
to 50 billion francs ($54 billion) 
last week failed to reassure in-
vestors and customers. The 
deal was done after the coun-
try’s executive branch passed 
emergency measures to bypass 
shareholder approval.

“The extensive liquidity 
assistance provided the time 

needed to find a solution to 
safeguard financial stability,” 
the central bank said in a state-
ment. “This solution had to be 
worked out under considerable 
time pressure in order to be 
ready before the Asian markets 
opened this week.” To support 
the deal announced late Sun-
day, the Swiss National Bank 
has said it is providing a loan of 
up to 100 billion francs ($109 
billion) and that the govern-
ment is providing another 100 
billion francs of support as a 
backstop if needed.

Jordan said Thursday that 
the loans are “not gifts“ but are 
backed by collateral and subject 
to interest.

The central bank hiked its 
key interest rate by half a per-
centage point to counter infla-
tion that has risen since the 
beginning of the year, to 3.4% 
last month. It said more hikes 
“cannot be ruled out.” The bank 
said inflation was “above the 
range the SNB equates with 
price stability” and that eco-

nomic growth is expected to be 
modest this year, forecasting 
a 1% increase in gross domes-
tic product. The SNB said the 
global economic outlook was 
uncertain, with the main risks 
being an economic downturn 
and fallout from the global fi-
nancial turmoil.

It comes as central banks 
around the world are pressing 
ahead with their fight against 
inflation even as banking sector 
chaos has created a global crisis 
of confidence in the financial 
system.

The U.S. Federal Reserve 
went ahead with a quarter-
point rate hike Wednesday, 
Norway’s central bank did the 
same Thursday and the Bank of 
England is expected to approve 
a increase after inflation unex-
pectedly grew last month. The 
European Central Bank raised 
rates by a half-point last week.

The ECB and Fed chiefs 
both voiced assurances that the 
financial system is resilient and 
that money is safe in banks.

Swiss National Bank’s (SNB) Chairman of the Governing Board Thomas 
Jordan.

Indo-Russian mega meet plans 
to achieve $50 billion trade target

AGENCIES

INDO-RUSSIAN mega meet 
plans to achieve $50 billion 
trade target India and Rus-
sia will host a mega business 
meeting here next week amid 
plans to push bilateral trade 
to $50 billion this year, from a 
record $31 billion in 2022 fol-
lowing a sharp increase in en-
ergy and fertiliser imports by 
India.

The ‘Russia-India Business 
Forum: Strategic Partnership 
for Development and Growth’ 
will take place on March 29-30 
as part of the St. Petersburg In-
ternational Economic Forum.

The main focus of the fo-
rum will be IT, cybersecurity, 
technological sovereignty, 
smart cities, transport and lo-

gistics, healthcare and phar-
maceuticals, officials said, add-
ing that the focal point of the 
forum will be a plenary session 

on ‘Technological Alliances in 
the Greater Eurasia’.

The trade target for 2025 
was earlier fixed at $30 billion. 
But the figure was surpassed in 
2022 due to India’s oil imports 
from Russia, and there are ex-
pectations that the figure will 
touch $50 billion in 2023.

“The Russia-India coop-
eration format is one of the 
drivers of region-wide efforts 
to improve the architecture 
of inter-state relations in the 
Asia-Pacific Region. The fo-
rum is designed to strengthen 
business ties between the Rus-
sian and Indian business com-
munities, to support Russian 
businesses entering the Indian 
market...,” said a statement by 
Anton Kobyakov, adviser to 
the Russian President.

Focus on IT 
The ‘Russia-India Business 
Forum: Strategic Partnership for 
Development and Growth’ will 
take place on March 29-30 as 
part of the St. Petersburg 
International Economic Forum.
The main focus of the forum will 
be IT, cybersecurity, 
technological sovereignty, smart 
cities, transport and logistics
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Why TikTok’s security risks keep raising fears
Both the FBI and US Federal Communications Commission warn that ByteDance could share TikTok user data with China’s authoritarian govt

T
HE battle between the 
U.S. and China over Tik-
Tok came into full view 
on Thursday when the so-
cial media platform’s CEO 

testified before Congressional 
lawmakers.

Shou Zi Chew’s hearing in 
front of the House Committee 
on Energy and Commerce is 
happening at what he’s called a 
“pivotal moment” for the huge-
ly popular short video sharing 
app. TikTok is owned by parent 
company ByteDance, which 
has offices in Beijing. The plat-
form has 150 million American 
users but it’s been dogged by 
persistent claims that it threat-
ens national security and user 
privacy, or could be used to 
promote pro-Beijing propa-
ganda and misinformation.

Chew attempted to per-
suade lawmakers not to pursue 
a ban on the app or force its 
sale to new owners.

So are the data security 
risks real? And should users 
be worried that the TikTok app 
will be wiped off their phones?

Here’s what to know:

What are the concerns 
about TikTok? 

Both the FBI and officials at 
the Federal Communications 
Commission have warned that 
ByteDance could share TikTok 
user data — such as browsing 
history, location and biometric 
identifiers — with China’s au-
thoritarian government.

Officials fear that TikTok, 
which like many other social 
media platforms collects vast 
amounts of data on its users, 
would be forced to give it to 
Beijing under a 2017 law that 
compels companies to turn 
over any personal data relevant 
to China’s national security.

Concerns around TikTok 
were heightened in December 
when ByteDance said it fired 
four employees who accessed 
data on journalists from Buzz-
feed News and The Financial 
Times while attempting to track 
down the source of a leaked re-
port about the company.

How is the US  
responding? 

In a rare, bipartisan effort 
to reign in the power and in-
fluence of a major social me-
dia platform, Republican and 
Democratic lawmakers pressed 
Chew during Thursday’s hear-
ing on a host of topics, ranging 
from TikTok’s content mod-
eration practices, how the com-
pany plans to secure American 
data from Beijing, and that it 
admits spying on journalists.

The Committee on For-
eign Investment in the U.S. — 
known as CFIUS and part of 
the Treasury Department — is 
also carrying out a review, and 
has reportedly threatened a 

U.S. ban on the app unless its 
Chinese owners divest their 
stake. China’s Foreign Minis-
try in turn accused the United 
States itself of spreading disin-
formation about TikTok’s po-
tential security risks.

White House officials have 
said there are “legitimate na-
tional security concerns with 
respect to data integrity.”

Some U.S. senators urged 
CFIUS last year to quickly wrap 
up its investigation and “im-
pose strict structural restric-
tions” between TikTok’s Ameri-
can operations and ByteDance, 
including potentially separat-
ing the companies.

At the same time, lawmak-
ers have introduced measures 
that would expand the Biden 
administration’s authority to 
enact a national ban on TikTok. 
The White House has already 
backed a Senate proposal that 
has bipartisan support.

How has Tiktok  
already been restricted?

Authorities in North Amer-
ica, Europe and Asia-Pacific 
have banned the TikTok app, 
mostly on government-issued 
phones or devices used for of-
ficial business, citing cyber-
security concerns. Last week 
Britain imposed a government 

phone ban while New Zealand 
restricted lawmakers and other 
workers in its Parliament from 
having it on their phones.

The European Union’s 
three main institutions, the 
executive Commission, Par-
liament and Council, have 
ordered staffers to remove it 
from their work phones. So has 
Denmark’s defense ministry. 
The Canadian government said 
its ban includes blocking civil 
servants from downloading the 
app in the future. Norway and 
Netherlands warned this week 
against installing TikTok on 
government devices.

The White House ordered 
U.S. federal agencies to delete 
TikTok from all government-is-
sued mobile devices. Congress, 
the U.S. armed forces and more 
than half of U.S. states had al-
ready banned the app.

What does TikTok say?
Chew, a 40-year-old Sin-

gapore native, told the House 
Committee on Energy and 
Commerce that TikTok prior-
itizes the safety of its young us-
ers and denied allegations that 
the app is a national security 
risk. He reiterated the compa-
ny’s plan to protect U.S. user 
data by storing all such infor-
mation on servers maintained 

and owned by the software gi-
ant Oracle.

Under a $1.5 billion project 
dubbed Project Texas that’s 
underway, data from U.S. users 
is being routed through serv-
ers controlled by Oracle, the 
Silicon Valley company it part-
nered with in an effort to avoid 
a nationwide ban.

Older U.S. user data stored 
on non-Oracle servers will be 
deleted this year. Under this 
arrangement, there’s no way 
for Beijing to access the data, 
Chew said in prepared remarks 
released ahead of the hearing.

TikTok has also sought to 
portray ByteDance as a global 
company, not a Chinese one. 
Executives have been pointing 
out that ByteDance’s owner-
ship consists of 60% big global 
investors, 20% employees and 
20% Chinese entrepreneurs 
who founded the company. 
TikTok itself is headquartered 
in Singapore.

Are the security risk le-
gitimate?

It depends on who you ask.
Some tech privacy advo-

cates say while the potential 
abuse of privacy by the Chi-
nese government is concern-
ing, other tech companies 
have data-harvesting business 

practices that also exploit user 
information. “If policy mak-
ers want to protect Americans 
from surveillance, they should 
advocate for a basic privacy 
law that bans all companies 
from collecting so much sensi-
tive data about us in the first 
place, rather than engaging in 
what amounts to xenophobic 
showboating that does exactly 
nothing to protect anyone,” 
said Evan Greer, director of the 
nonprofit advocacy group Fight 
for the Future.

Karim Farhat, a researcher 
with the Internet Governance 
Project at Georgia Tech, said 
a TikTok sale would be “com-
pletely irrelevant to any of 
the alleged ‘national security’ 
threats” and go against “eve-
ry free market principle and 
norm” of the state department’s 
internet freedom principles.

Others say there is le-
gitimate reason for con-
cern.

People who use TikTok 
might think they’re not doing 
anything that would be of in-
terest to a foreign government, 
but that’s not always the case, 
said Anton Dahbura, executive 
director of the Johns Hopkins 
University Information Secu-
rity Institute. Important infor-

mation about the United States 
is not strictly limited to nuclear 
power plants or military facili-
ties; it extends to other sectors, 
such as food processing, the 
finance industry and universi-
ties, Dahbura said.

Is there precedence for 
banning tech companies?

The U.S. has banned the 
communications equipment 
sold by Chinese companies 
Huawei and ZTE, citing na-
tional security risks. But ban-
ning the sale of items is easier 
than banning a free app.

Such a move might also 
wind up in courts on grounds 
that it could violate the First 
Amendment, as some civil lib-
erties groups have argued.

Another possibility, al-
beit remote, is forcing a sale. 
That’s what happened in 2020 
when Beijing Kunlun, a Chi-
nese mobile video game com-
pany, agreed to sell gay dat-
ing app Grindr after an order 
from CFIUS. Beijing Kunlun 
said it signed a “national secu-
rity agreement” with CFIUS to 
sell Grindr to San Vicente Ac-
quisition for $608.5 million, 
promising not to send sensitive 
user data to China, cease its op-
erations there and maintain its 
headquarters in the U.S.

Security cameras are seen at the TikTok Inc. building in Culver City, Calif., Friday, March 17, 2023. The battle between the U.S. and China over TikTok comes to a head on Thursday when 
the social media platform’s CEO testifies before Congressional lawmakers. 

Here are the countries that have bans on TikTok
AGENCIES

A growing number of countries 
in North America, Europe and 
Asia-Pacific have banned the 
popular video-sharing app Tik-
Tok from government devices 
as privacy and cybersecurity 
concerns increase. A handful 
have prohibited the app alto-
gether.

The company’s CEO faced 
a grilling Thursday from U.S. 
lawmakers. TikTok, which is 
owned by the Chinese technol-
ogy company Bytedance, has 
long maintained that it does 
not share data with the Chinese 
government.

The company points to 
a project its carrying out to 
store U.S. user data in the U.S., 
which it says will put it out Chi-
na’s reach. It also disputes ac-
cusations it collects more user 
data than other social media 
companies, and insists that it 
is run independently by its own 
management.

But many governments re-
main cautious about the plat-
form and its ties to China. Here 
are the places that have imple-
mented partial or total bans on 
TikTok:

AFGHANISTAN
Afghanistan’s Taliban lead-

ership banned TikTok and the 
game PUBG in 2022 on the 
grounds of protecting young 
people from “being misled.”

BELGIUM
Belgium temporarily 

banned TikTok from devices 
owned or paid for by the fed-
eral government, citing worries 
about cybersecurity, privacy 
and misinformation. Prime 
Minister Alexander de Croo 
said the six-month ban was 
based on warnings from the 
state security service and its cy-
bersecurity center.

CANADA
Canada announced govern-

ment-issued devices must not 
use TikTok, saying that it pre-
sents an “unacceptable” risk to 
privacy and security. Employ-
ees will also be blocked from 
downloading the application in 
the future.

DENMARK
Denmark’s Defense Minis-

try banned its employees from 
having TikTok on their work 
phones, ordering staffers who 

have installed it to remove the 
app from devices as soon as 
possible. The ministry said the 
reasons for the ban included 
both “weighty security consid-
erations” as well as “very lim-
ited work-related need to use 
the app.”

EUROPEAN UNION
The European Parliament, 

European Commission and the 
EU Council, the 27-member 
bloc’s three main institutions, 
have imposed bans on TikTok 
on staff devices. Under the 
European Parliament’s ban, 
which took effect Monday, law-
makers and staff were also ad-
vised to remove the TikTok app 
from their personal devices.

INDIA
India imposed a nationwide 

ban on TikTok and dozens of 
other Chinese apps, including 
the messaging app WeChat, in 
2020 over privacy and security 
concerns. The ban came short-
ly after a clash between Indian 
and Chinese troops at a dis-
puted Himalayan border killed 
20 Indian soldiers and injured 
dozens.

The companies were given 

a chance to respond to ques-
tions on privacy and security 
requirements but the ban was 
made permanent in January 
2021.

NEW ZEALAND
Lawmakers in New Zealand 

and staff at the nation’s Parlia-
ment will be prohibited from 
having the TikTok app on their 
work phones, following advice 
from government cybersecu-
rity experts. Under the ban, 
which takes effect at the end of 
March, the app will be removed 
from all devices with access to 
the parliamentary network, al-
though officials can make spe-
cial arrangements for anybody 
who needs TikTok to perform 
their democratic duties.

Norway
The Norwegian parliament 

on Thursday banned Tiktok on 
work devices, after the coun-
try’s Justice Ministry warned 
the app shouldn’t be installed 
on phones issued to govern-
ment employees. The Parlia-
ment’s speaker said TikTok 
shouldn’t be on devices that 
have access to the assembly’s 
systems and should be re-

moved as quickly as possible. 
The country’s capital Oslo and 
second largest city Bergen also 
urged municipal employees to 
remove TikTok from their work 
phones.

PAKISTAN
Pakistani authorities have 

temporarily banned TikTok at 
least four times since October 
2020, citing concerns that app 
promotes immoral content.

TAIWAN
In December 2022, Taiwan 

imposed a public sector ban on 
TikTok after the FBI warned 
that TikTok posed a national 
security risk. Government de-
vices, including mobile phones, 
tablets and desktop computers, 
are not allowed to use Chinese-
made software, which include 
apps like TikTok, its Chinese 
equivalent Douyin, or Xiao-
hongshu, a Chinese lifestyle 
content app.

UNITED KINGDOM
British authorities in mid-

March banned TikTok from 
mobile phones used by gov-
ernment ministers and civil 
servants with immediate ef-

fect. Officials said the ban was 
a “precautionary move” on 
security grounds, and doesn’t 
apply to personal devices. The 
British Parliament followed 
that up Thursday by announc-
ing a ban on TikTok from all 
official devices and the “wider 
parliamentary network.” The 
semi-autonomous Scottish 
government also said Thurs-
day it was banning TikTok 
from official devices, effective 
immediately.

UNITED STATES
The U.S. at the start of 

March gave government agen-
cies 30 days to delete TikTok 
from federal devices and sys-
tems over data security con-
cerns. The ban applies only to 
government devices, though 
some U.S. lawmakers are 
advocating an outright ban. 
China lashed out at the U.S. 
for banning TikTok, describ-
ing the ban as an abuse of state 
power and suppressing firms 
from other countries. More 
than half of the 50 U.S. states 
also have banned the app 
from official devices, as have 
Congress and the U.S. armed 
forces.
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Saudi Pro league can be one 
of the world’s best: Ronaldo
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CRISTIANO Ronaldo is con-
fident the Saudi Pro League 
can become one of the world’s 
best competitions in the years 
to come.

The Portugal captain joined 
Saudi Arabia’s Al Nassr in the 
aftermath of the 2022 World 
Cup, with his second spell with 
Manchester United brought an 
abrupt end prior to the tourna-
ment in Qatar.

A free agent after the Sele-
cao’s quarter-final exit at the 
hands of Morocco, Ronaldo 
promptly moved to the Mid-
dle East and has quickly set-
tled, scoring nine goals in eight 
Pro League appearances.

While widely considered 
a weaker league than those in 
Europe, Ronaldo believes those 
matches have prepared him 
for Portugal duty and expects 
the reputation of the Saudi top 
flight to improve in time.

“I feel really good,” he said 
ahead of Portugal’s Euro 2024 
qualifier against Liechten-
stein. “That’s why I’m here. If 
I didn’t think so, I wouldn’t be.

“I’m in a very competitive 
league. They should look at the 
Saudi championship differently.

“Obviously, it’s not like the 
Premier League, I’d be lying if I 
said it was, but it’s competitive. 
I’m surprised by the strength. It 
has good teams, it is balanced, 
the Arab players are good, the 

foreigners give quality.
“Possibly it will be, in five to 

six years’ time, if they continue 
this plan, the fourth or fifth most 
competitive league in the world.” 

Ronaldo’s return to Unit-
ed had not ended well as 
he fell out with Erik ten Hag 
and fired shots at the club in 
a no-holds-barred interview 
while still contracted at Old 
Trafford.

“Sometimes you have to 
go through a few things to see 
who’s on my side,” he said on 
Wednesday. “At a difficult stage, 
you see who is on your side.”

Becomes most-capped 
international footballer 
Meanwhile on Thursday, Ron-
aldo became the most-capped 
men’s international footballer 
of all time.

He won his 197th cap in 
Thursday’s opening Euro 2024 
qualifier against Liechtenstein, 
moving him one clear of Kuwait 
forward Bader Al-Mutawa.

Malaysia’s Soh Chin Ann 
(195 caps) is third on the list, 
with Ahmed Hassan (184) and 
Ahmed Mubarak (183) of Egypt 
and Oman respectively complet-
ing the top five.

Ronaldo had equalled Al-
Mutawa’s record when featuring 
for Portugal in their World Cup 
quarter-final defeat to Morocco 
in December.

Ronaldo, who also holds 
the record for most men’s in-
ternational goals (118), earned 
his first cap in 2003 when re-
placing Luis Figo in a friendly 
against Kazakhstan.

The five-time Ballon d’Or 
winner, who won Euro 2016 
with Portugal, has played 
against Luxembourg (10 games) 
more times than any other na-
tion, followed by Spain (nine).

Luxembourg are also the 
country Ronaldo has scored 
against the most, finding the net 
nine times, while he has scored 
seven times against Lithuania 
and Sweden. He has played 47 
times for Portugal at major tour-
naments - 25 times at the Euro-
pean Championships and 22 at 
the World Cup - and is hopeful 
of featuring at Euro 2024.

“My biggest wish is to be 
able to take Portugal as high 
as possible,” Ronaldo said on 
Wednesday. “I will always play 
my part when needed.

“Earning records is always a 
positive thing and it motivated 
me. I like to break records and 
will now break another special 
one. It makes me very proud.

“But beyond [Thursday] I 
still have plenty of games left. 
Let’s see if the coach still wants 
to count on me to be available.”

Asia Cup 2023 likely in Pakistan and one 
other overseas venue for India games

ESPNCRICINFO

THE 2023 Asia Cup is likely to 
be played in Pakistan with an-
other overseas venue to host 
India games. ESPNcricinfo re-
ports that both BCCI and PCB, 
after an initial standoff, are 
moving swiftly towards broker-
ing a resolution which could 
have both teams playing their 
tournament matches against 
each other outside Pakistan. 

The overseas venue is not 
confirmed but the UAE, Oman, 
Sri Lanka and even England 
are potential contenders to 
host five matches including at 
least two India-Pakistan con-
tests.

India and Pakistan have 
been grouped together along 
with a qualifier in the six-na-
tion Asia Cup, scheduled to be 
held in the first half of Septem-

ber this year and in a 50-over 
format. Sri Lanka, Bangladesh 
and Afghanistan are part of 
the other group. A total of 13 
matches will be played across 
13 days including the final. 

As per the format for the 
2022 Asia Cup, the top two 
teams from each group ad-
vance to the Super 4s and the 
top two teams then contest 
the final. The possibility of In-
dia and Pakistan playing three 
times remains.

As it stands, a small work-
ing group has been formed with 
the brief of creating a schedule 
and travel plan agreeable to all 
participating countries as well 
as the broadcaster before a fi-
nal call is taken. 

The weather is likely to play 
a key role in determining the 
second venue outside of Paki-
stan, though there will be keen-

ness among the Asian venues 
to host high-profile India-Paki-
stan games. 

Temperatures in early Sep-
tember in the UAE usually hov-
er around the 40-degreee cen-
tigrade mark, though that has 
not prevented cricket from be-

ing played there: the 2021 IPL 
was played there late Septem-
ber, but Pakistan have played 
international matches in early 
September. 

In Muscat, Oman’s capital, 
temperatures remain lower 
and it did host the first round of 

the 2021 T20 World Cup. The 
option for England remains 
an ambitious one, though the 
prospect of big crowds in a city 
like London is likely to be an at-
tractive one.

The option of staging part 
of the Asia Cup outside Paki-
stan was agreed in principle 
as the most favourable by all 
members of the Asian Cricket 
Council (ACC) when they met 
last weekend in Dubai, on the 
sidelines of the ICC’s quarterly 
board meetings. 

Having failed to reach a 
resolution mid-March in Bah-
rain at the ACC meet, mem-
bers converged for two further 
rounds of informal discussions 
in Dubai. 

The PCB, which has the 
hosting rights for the 2023 
edition of Asia Cup, was repre-
sented by its chair Najam Sethi 
while the BCCI team comprised 
its secretary Jay Shah and Arun 
Dhumal, the IPL governing 
council chairman.

Pakistan captain Babar Azam and India skipper Rohit Sharma.  
(Pic: Getty Images/ICC)

Umm Salal rallied to upstage Al Arabi 2-1 with an injury time goal in a thrilling clash to set up Ooredoo Cup 2022-23 season final clash with Al Duhail at the Jassim Bin Hamad Stadiumon Thursday. Abdellah Khafifi (87th 
minute) and Yassin Al Bakhit (90+6th minute) struck for Umm Salal while Ibrahim Kalla scored the only goal for Al Arabi in the 33rd minute of the match. Al Duhail, meanwhile, bounced back to beat Al Sadd 3-1 in their semi-
final at the Suhaim Bin Hamad Stadium. Attacking Tunisian midfielder Ferjani Sassi scored once in each half (45+1 minute and 55th minute) while Ismail Mohammad added the third goal in the 88th minute for the winners.

OOREDOO CUP: UMM SALAL UPSTAGE AL ARABI; AL DUHAIL RALLY TO BEAT AL SADD

Portugal forward Cristiano Ron-
aldo attends with his teammates 
a training session at Cidade do 
Futebol training camp in Oeiras, 
outskirts of Lisbon, on Monday, 
ahead of their UEFA Euro 2024 
qualifier match against Liechten-
stein and Luxembourg. (AFP)

Nassr’s Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo (front) during the Saudi 
Pro League match between Abha and al-Nassr at Mrsool Park Stadium 
in Riyadh on March 18, 2023. (AFP)

NEUTRAL VENUE NOT CONFIRMED BUT UAE, OMAN,  
SRI LANKA AND ENGLAND POTENTIAL CONTENDERS

World Athletics 
Council keeps 

ban on Russian, 
Belarusian  
competitors

DPA
MONTE CARLO 

THE World Athletics Council 
said on Thursday it was main-
taining a ban on track and field 
athletes from Russia and Bela-
rus, a continuation of its stance 
over the Kremlin’s full-scale 
war on Ukraine.

At the same time, the 
council lifted its suspension of 
Russia’s national federation 
RusAF, in place for more than 
seven years due to doping, ac-
cording to a statement.

The council demanded 
RusAF comply with 35 condi-
tions over the coming three 
years, which will be reviewed 
by the Athletics Integrity Unit.

Rune Andersen, head of the 
Russia task force, said he was 
finally satisfied with the new 
culture of good governance 
and zero tolerance for doping 
throughout the organization.

Russia was banned in No-
vember 2015 for systematic 
doping and since then, only 
individual Russian athletes 
have been granted permission 
to compete as neutral athletes 
after testing.

A task force headed by 
Andersen accompanied and 
monitored the reform process 
and the establishment of an in-
dependent anti-doping system 
in Russia.

However, the council main-
tained its separate ban due to 
the Kremlin’s war on Ukraine, 
in a call that comes after last 
week’s decision by the Euro-
pean Athletics Association 
that Russian and Belarusian 
athletes are ineligible to par-
ticipate until the Ukraine war 
is over.

The Council recommended 
the meeting organisers of the 
Diamond League, Continental 
Tour, Label Races and the vari-
ous other Tours that they take 
the same approach and exclude 
Athletes and Officials from 
RusAF and the Belarus Athletic 
Federation.

The Council also agreed 
to establish a working group 
to advise and recommend to 
Council the conditions that 
would need to be met for the 
restrictions on athletes and of-
ficials from RusAF and the Be-
larus Athletic Federation par-
ticipating at World Athletics 
Series Events to be lifted.



DPA 
FRANKFURT 

MARC-ANDRÉ ter Stegen has 
wished Manuel Neuer a speedy 
recovery but also reiterated he 
wants to use Neuer’s injury-re-
lated absence to dethrone him 
as Germany’s number one goal-
keeper for Euro 2024.

Bayern Munich’s Neuer, 
who has been first choice since 
2010, broke his leg in a skiing 
accident in December and is out 
for the rest of the season.

Barcelona Ter Stegen has re-
ceived the number one shirt for 

friendlies Saturday against Peru 
and Tuesday against Belgium 
and could also start in the three 
June friendlies before Nuer 
plans to return in summer.

But he told reporters on 
Thursday at the team’s Frank-
furt camp that he also is looking 
at the bigger picture in the form 
of the Euros in Germany.

“Because of the injury to 
Manu, who is not there right 
now, the situation is what it is. I 
will try to use my chance - abso-
lutely,” Ter Stegen said.

“But whether the number 
(on the shirt) has any signifi-
cance now? In the end, it’s the 
performance that counts, and 
that’s what I want to show.” Ter 
Stegen has 30 caps since a 2012 
debut but has never played at a 

big tournament.
He said he has only been in 

contact with Neuer shortly after 
his skiing accident but wishes 
him all the best.

“You write to each other, 
you wish each other all the best. 
You hope that the regeneration 
from this injury goes quickly 
and well. I really wish him that 
he comes back quickly and still 
takes the time to get 100% fit,” 
Ter Stegen said.

“That’s what you wish for 
him as a colleague, as a friend 
and as a long-time companion 
in the national team.”

Spain ‘had no plan B’ with Luis 
Enrique at World Cup: Aspas

Evan Ferguson: Growing hype ‘doesn’t really bother’ teen striker

UEFA opens investigation into 
Barcelona-Negreira case

DPA 
BERLIN

LUIS Enrique had no ‘plan B’ 
and Spain suffered a prema-
ture World Cup exit as a con-
sequence, according to Iago 
Aspas.

Veteran striker Aspas 
missed out on the squad for 
Qatar 2022 but has been re-
called by Luis Enrique’s succes-
sor, Luis de la Fuente, for Euro 
2024 qualifiers against Norway 
and Scotland.

The 35-year-old Celta Vigo 
player was powerless to pre-
vent Spain losing to Morocco 
on penalties after a goalless 
stalemate at the last-16 stage of 
the World Cup.

“I was wishing Spain to 
score,” Aspas said on Thurs-
day, looking back at that game.

“With Luis Enrique we had 
a very defined game style. For 
me, who in future could be-
come a coach, we did not have 
plan B, and when plan A was 
stuck there wasn’t plan B or 
other types of footballers to try 
to revert that situation. From 
my point of view.” Aspas know-
ingly added: “Now the headline 
is easy, of course.” Luis Enrique 
felt Aspas did not contribute 
sufficiently from a defensive 
perspective for Spain.

De la Fuente has chosen to 
see for himself what the former 
Liverpool player might be able to 
achieve for the national team in 

the twilight of his playing career.
Reflecting on Luis En-

rique’s reasoning, Aspas said: 
“I didn’t agree really, but 
didn’t have a chat with Luis 
Enrique to talk about this.

I do not know if he said that 
referring to me specifically, but 
in my team I run like anyone 
else.

“Data is there and anyone 
can see how I can make 10 kilo-
metres per game each week-

end. We [at Celta] are a team 
that cannot leave one player 
without defending because 
other teams could then destroy 
you.

“I was an important foot-
baller in my [club] team, but 
when I have come to the na-
tional team in other occasions I 
think that I have demonstrated 
that I am a versatile player who 
can play on different positions: 
behind the striker or as a strik-

er, or on the side. So I am here 
to help and for what the coach 
needs.” Spain lost an attacking 
option on Thursday when Bry-
an Gil pulled out of the squad 
ahead of Saturday’s clash with 
Norway due to “discomfort that 
has prevented him from exer-
cising normally”.

De la Fuente does not plan 
to call in a replacement for the 
player who is on loan to Sevilla 
from Tottenham.

AGENCIES 

BRIGHTON teenager Evan 
Ferguson says the growing 
hype over his performances 
“is just talk” after he scored 
his first international goal on 
Wednesday.

The 18-year-old netted on 
his first start as the Republic 
of Ireland beat Latvia 3-2 in a 
friendly in Dublin.

Ferguson was dubbed a 
“superstar” after scoring twice 
to help Brighton reach the FA 
Cup semi-finals.

“It doesn’t really bother 
me. It’s just a game of football. 
It’s all talk with people getting 
excited,” he said.

The Republic of Ireland 
came out on top in an enter-
taining friendly that also saw 
Callum O’Dowda score his first 
international goal.

Ferguson made it 2-0 be-
fore Latvia stunned the hosts 
with two goals but Chiedozie 
Ogbene struck a second-half 
winner a minute after coming 
off the bench.

Speaking to RTE following 
his maiden start and goal for 
his country, Ferguson said it 
was an “unbelievable feeling” 
as he scored the Republic’s 
second goal from close range.

Ferguson is having a break-
through season with Brighton 
and has netted seven goals for 
the Premier League club this 
season.

“It’s just gone so quick. 
There’s no break so there is 
no time to sit back and think 
about what I am doing,” he 
added.

“It’s just week by week, 
there is another thing going or 
another game. It’s just trying to 

concentrate on the next.” The 
striker said he was comfortable 
playing international football 

from the start and says he had 
dreamed of scoring in front of 
the home support.

“I think it was something 
similar to do back with Bright-
on. It’s a similar role so I am 
comfortable with it.

“I think as a striker, it’s 
always on my mind, ‘I want 
to get a goal’. It was nice to 
get that goal. “It was more in-
stinct, just try to stay alive and 
hopefully the ball bounces to 
you.” The Republic begin their 
qualifying campaign for Euro 
2024 against World Cup final-
ists France on Monday and, 
after his goalscoring first start, 
there have been calls for Fer-
guson to retain his place in the 
team.

“Hopefully, we’ll see. At 
the end of the day it is his 
[Stephen Kenny’s] choice,” 
Ferguson added when asked 
if he had done enough to start 
against the European heavy-
weights.

“He is going to pick whoev-
er he thinks it right so we will 
have to wait and see.

“I think you have to enjoy 
the bigger games and we will 
see where we are at as a squad 
and individuals, to see how we 
do.” When a similar question 
was floated to Kenny post-
match, the Republic manager 
told RTE: “We’ll have to con-
sider all of that.

“He’s certainly a great 
option for us and we are de-
lighted to have him.” Speak-
ing about Will Smallbone, who 
was man of the match on his 
senior debut, Kenny added: 
“It’s a great boost and you can 
see the talent coming through.

“A lot of them are getting 
more experience and getting 
better. They are all in the con-
versation [to feature against 
France], for sure.”

DPA 
BERLIN 

UEFA has appointed ethics 
and disciplinary inspectors 
to investigate allegations that 
Barcelona made payments to 
a company owned by a former 
top referee.

A corruption complaint 
was recently filed by Spanish 
prosecutors against the Catalan 
giants, concerning payments 
allegedly made to a business 
run by Jose Maria Enriquez 
Negreira, once a top match of-
ficial and latterly vice-president 
of Spain’s Technical Committee 
of Referees (CTA).

It has been claimed the total 
payments from Barcelona ex-
ceeded Euro7 million ($7.6 mil-

lion), dating from 2001 to 2018.
Newspaper El Pais last 

month reported Negreira’s 
company - DASNIL 95 SL - pro-
duced written reports and DVD 
assessments of referees for Bar-
celona prior to games.

UEFA announced in a state-
ment on Thursday that it has 
opened an investigation into 
the matter.

“In accordance with Article 
31(4) of the UEFA Disciplinary 
Regulations, UEFA Ethics and 
Disciplinary Inspectors have to-
day been appointed to conduct 
an investigation regarding a po-
tential violation of UEFA’s legal 
framework by FC Barcelona in 
connection with the so-called 
‘Caso Negreira’,” the statement 
read, adding that: “Further in-

formation regarding this mat-
ter will be made available in due 
course.” Barcelona president 
Joan Laporta maintains the 
club has done nothing wrong 
and that the allegations are 
simply an attempt to derail the 
LaLiga leaders.

Laporta recently said: “The 
campaign we are suffering is 
not by chance, you all know 
this. Its objective is, in the short 
term, to destabilise the team, 
and in the medium term, to 
control Barca. I will have time 
and I want to explain to you 
who, why and how they want to 
orchestrate this campaign.

“Have no doubt that we will 
defend ourselves. And we will 
not only defend ourselves, we 
will attack.”

Sports

Stegen wishes Neuer good recovery but wants his place in goal

Spain’s coach Luis de la Fuente (centre) leads a training session with Spain’s national team players at the 
Ciudad del Futbol training facilities in Madrid recently. (AFP)

Brighton’s Irish striker Evan Ferguson celebrates after scoring his team 
second goal during the English FA Cup quarter-final match against 
Grimsby Town at the Amex stadium in Brighton recently. (AFP)

Marc-Andre Ter Stegen.

La Liga files complaint 
over racist abuse of 
Vinicius at Clasico

DPA
MADRID

LALIGA filed an eighth com-
plaint regarding racist abuse 
directed at Real Madrid for-
ward Vinicius Junior follow-
ing incidents in Sunday’s clash 
with Barcelona.

The hosts secured a 2-1 
Clasico win at Camp Nou fol-
lowing Franck Kessie’s 92nd-
minute strike, which opened 
a 12-point lead for Xavi’s side 
over Madrid.

That victory has been 
marred by racist abuse towards 
Vinicius, however, with LaLiga 
confirming a complaint had 
been lodged to the Barcelona 
Court of Instruction.

A statement read: “In view 
of the events that took place 

at the FC Barcelona-Real Ma-
drid match, in which intoler-
able racist behaviour was once 
again observed against Vinicius 
Jr, LaLiga has reported the 
racist insults to the Barcelona 
Court of Instruction.

“This is the eighth com-
plaint filed by LaLiga with the 
corresponding authorities for 
racist abuse against Vinicius 
Jr.” 

Earlier this week, Mallorca 
announced a fan’s membership 
had been revoked for three 
years after racist abuse was 
directed at Vinicius and Villar-
real’s Samuel Chukwueze.

In February, Real Vallado-
lid suspended 12 season ticket 
holders for abusing Vinicius 
during a league match two 
months earlier.

Real Madrid’s Brazilian forward Vinicius at the Camp Nou stadium in 
Barcelona recently. (AFP)

Brazil keeper fuels speculation 
that Ancelotti will be next coach

DPA 
BUENOS AIRES 

BRAZIL goalkeeper Ederson 
has further fuelled speculation 
that Italian Carlo Ancelotti 
will become new coach of the 
record five-time world cham-
pions.

“It is very likely that he will 
come,” Ederson said in Tanger 
in the run-up to Brazil’s friend-
ly international on Saturday 
against Morocco.

“I have been told that he is 
an extraordinary coach who is 
liked by everyone in the group. 
A man who has had a very suc-
cessful career, just look at his 
CV.” Ancelotti, 63, is under 
contract at Champions League 
winners Real Madrid until the 

end of the season and has been 
mentioned with the Brazil job 
for weeks.

Previous coach Tite re-
signed after a World Cup quar-
ter-final exit against Croatia, 
with Ramon Menezes acting as 
caretaker.

Ancelotti is one of the most 

successful coaches, winning 
four Champions League titles 
with AC Milan and Real, and 
the domestic league in all five 
European top leagues with 
Real, Milan, Chelsea, Paris 
Saint-Germain and Bayern 
Munich.

He has never coached a na-
tional team but was Italy assis-
tant coach in the 1990s.

Brazil’s football supromo 
Ednaldo Rodriguez plans to 
travel to Europe in early April 
to talk to potential candidates 
for the Selecao coaching job.

Germany’s Bild paper re-
ported recently that 2014 
World Cup winning former 
Germany coach Joachim Löw 
could be interested in the Bra-
zil job.

Carlo Ancelotti.

Munich: Former Bayern Munich striker Roy Maakay has been named 
coach of the club’s World Squad which offers under-19 players from 
around the world support in becoming professional footballers.

Bundesliga champions Bayern said on Thursday that Dutchman 
Makaay is joining the event’s coaching team around former Germany 
and Munich defender Klaus Augenthaler. The FC Bayern World Squad 
originated in 2021 and is now in its third edition. The 2023 players 
are to face Bayern’s under-19 side in a game in summer. “I’m looking 
forward to this unique challenge of working with young players from 
all over the world and different cultures,” Makaay said.  
“We want to get the best out of every player in this elite football 
project and offer them the best possible platform at FC Bayern to get 
closer to their dream of being a professional footballer.” Bayern said 
that six of the 22 players from 2022 World squad have since made 
professional debuts. (DPA)

Makaay named coach of Bayern World Squad
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Sports

Raducanu addresses wrist concerns 
after loss to Andreescu in Miami

WTA
MIAMI

EMMA Raducanu says she will 
take the time to reassess her op-
tions regarding the wrist injury 
she has been nursing during the 
spring hard-court season. 

Speaking to reporters after 
losing to Bianca Andreescu 6-3, 
3-6, 6-2 in the first round of the 
Miami Open on Wednesday, 
Raducanu said she needs to 
find a long-term solution to her 
wrist issue, which began at the 
end of the 2022 season.

“I just need to review after 
this tournament really and fig-
ure out what my next steps are,” 
Raducanu said. 

“We have been managing it, 
keeping on top of it. I’m able to 
play in the short term. But the 
current solutions aren’t very vi-
able long term.” 

Now ranked No.72, Radu-
canu, 20, felt the injury flare 
up during her training ahead 
of the BNP Paribas Open in In-
dian Wells. After making a last-
minute decision to play through 
the injury, she put together her 
best run at a tournament since 
winning the US Open, defeating 
Australian Open semifinalist 
Magda Linette and No.13 Beat-
riz Haddad Maia en route to the 
Round of 16, where she lost to 
No.1 Iga Swiatek.

It was a confidence-boost-
ing result for Raducanu, who 
has been snake-bitten with in-
juries and illness since her US 

Open win in 2021. 
“I think that I’m doing the 

right things day to day, which 
brings me confidence,” Radu-
canu said. “I feel like this year 
has been difficult in the sense 
that I have been managing a 
few existing injuries. Yeah, that 
has been annoying and frus-
trating because I’ve been work-
ing as best as I can.  

“I feel like I’m enjoying the 
competition. Yeah, just really, 

really happy to be on the match 
court.”

Canada’s Andreescu can re-
late to Raducanu’s frustration. 
Like Raducanu, Andreescu lit 
up the tennis world as a teenag-
er to win the US Open in 2019, 
but injuries and mental health 
concerns have interrupted her 
competitive rhythm ever since. 

“I would honestly really, re-
ally like to speak to her because 
of that, because of our similari-

ties,” Andreescu said. “I mean, 
she’s also Romanian. She was 
born in Toronto, which is su-
per, super crazy.

“Definitely I would love to 
speak to her, for sure. Maybe 
we can help each other out.”

Raducanu’s next scheduled 
event is the Porsche Tennis 
Grand Prix in Stuttgart, Ger-
many, where she has received 
a main-draw wild card. Main-
draw play begins on April 17.

AGENCIES
SYLHET

BANGLADESH routed dismal 
Ireland by 10 wickets to com-
plete a 2-0 victory in the one-
day series in Sylhet on Thurs-
day, reports BBC.com.

After losing the opening 
match by 183 runs, weather 
saved Ireland in an abandoned 
game two but this was an even 
more chastening day for the 
visitors.

The tourists were bowled 
out for only 101 in 28.1 overs as 
paceman Hasan Mahmud took 
five wickets.

Bangladesh reached the 
paltry target in just 13.1 overs 
with Litton Das and Tamim 
Iqbal unbeaten on 51 and 40.

After their one-day series 
hammering, Ireland now face 
the task of regrouping for three 
T20 contests against a side that 
whitewashed England in the 
format earlier this month.

Seamer Hasan claimed his 
maiden five-wicket ODI haul 
while conceding only 32 runs af-
ter the tourists elected to bat first.

Taskin Ahmed and Ebadot 
Hossain also shone with the 
ball to claim 3-26 and 2-29 re-
spectively, with Ireland record-
ing the lowest one-day score 

against Bangladesh.
Curtis Campher top-scored 

for the Irish with 36, while 
Lorcan Tucker made 28 after 
surviving a duck when Litton 
dropped him at slip.

Hasan struck in his opening 
spell to leave Ireland struggling 
at 22-3 in the ninth over.

Taskin then removed Ire-
land skipper Andy Balbirnie 
for six before Tucker turned up 
the aggression to hit Ebadot for 
three fours in one over.

Ebadot soon had his re-
venge taking two wickets in 
two balls, and Taskin sealed 
Ireland’s collapse with a double 
strike in his seventh over.

The drubbing was Bangla-
desh’s first 10-wicket win in any 
format, with the hosts smash-
ing records in each match.

Saturday’s opener marked 
their biggest ODI victory mar-
gin while they recorded their 
highest ODI total on Monday 
with 349-6 as Mushfiqur Ra-
him scored the fastest ODI cen-
tury by a Bangladeshi batsman 
off 60 balls, before rain meant 
the game had to be abandoned.
Scores: Ireland 101 (28.1 
overs): Campher 36; Mahmud 
5-32, Taskin 3-26 lost to Bang-
ladesh 102-0 (13.1 overs): Das 
50*, Tamim 41* by 10 wickets.

Bangladesh rout Ireland to complete ODI series win

Urge BCCI to talk with  
PCB: Afridi on resumption  
of India-Pak cricketing ties

ANI
DOHA

FORMER Pakistan captain Sha-
hid Afridi has urged the Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) and the 
Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI) to resolve all out-
standing issues that have stalled 
cricketing ties between the two 
countries and facilitate the re-
turn of one of the greatest rival-
ries in the gentleman’s game.

Recently, Afridi’s team Asia 
Lions defeated World Giants 
and emerge as the new cham-
pions of the Legends League 
Cricket (LLC) Masters. In the 
final held at the Asian Town 
Cricket Stadium in Doha, Asia 
Lions, cheered on by a packed 
crowd, scored an emphatic sev-
en-wicket victory with 23 balls 
to spare.

“BCCI should resolve all 
issues affecting our cricketing 
ties. PCB wants India to come 
here to play. We are even will-
ing to go there and play. How-
ever, for this, the BCCI should 
talk to the PCB once. We want 
to talk. We always take the first 
step and want the BCCI to re-
ciprocate. I urge the BCCI to 
not arrive at any decision just 
like that. They should talk to 
the PCB chairman at least once 
before arriving at any deci-
sion,” Afridi told ANI.

Both teams have not partic-
ipated in bilateral competitions 

in more than a decade owing to 
the political tensions prevailing 
between the two nations. The 
last bilateral series was back in 
2012 when the Men in Green 
toured India for three ODIs 
and as many T20Is.

Afridi, who recently served 
as the interim chief selector, 
said the PCB is not a weak 
board.

“What can we do if we want 
to befriend another board and 
it doesn’t reciprocate in kind? 
Our board isn’t a weak one. 
But there’s little we can do if 
we want to be friends and the 
other side doesn’t respond. The 
BCCI, as a cricket governing 
body, is very strong. When you 
have so much power and clout, 
you become more responsible. 
You should try to make more 
friends, not enemies. Making 
more friends only makes you 
stronger,” Afridi added.

While the two countries 
had recently faced off in ICC 
and ACC events -- the T20 
World Cup in Australia and 
the Asia Cup in the Emirates -- 
hardcore cricket fans from both 
nations do miss the bilateral 
engagements that make their 
rivalry arguably the greatest in 
the world of cricket.

Although Pakistan has been 
awarded the hosting rights 
for the upcoming Asia Cup, a 
multilateral T20 event involv-
ing all cricketing nations from 
Asia, the PCB and the BCCI are 
locked in a war of words amid 
India’s reluctance to tour the 
country for the event.

The PCB has issued multi-
ple statements that if the Asia 
cup doesn’t happen in Pakistan 
this year, they will not send 
their team for the ODI World 
Cup, which is to be hosted by 
India later this year.

Last year, Asian Cricket 
Council (ACC) chairperson Jay 
Shah revealed that India will 
not travel to Pakistan for Asia 
Cup due to security reasons 
and the tournament will be 
played at some neutral venue, 
which is to be decided in the 
second round of the Executive 
Board meeting of ACC mem-
bers this month.
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Bangladesh’s players pose with the trophy after winning the series at the end of the third and final One-Day International against Ireland at the 
Sylhet International Cricket Stadium in Sylhet on Thursday. (AFP)

Shahid Afridi during the recent 
Legends League Cricket Masters 
at the Asian Town Stadium in 
Doha on Monday.

Emma Raducanu of Great Britain plays a backhand against Bianca Andreescu of Canada in their first round match 
during the Miami Open at Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens, Florida, on Wednesday. (Getty Images/AFP)

With the clay season 
just around the corner, 
the British player plots 
her path forward after 
her first-round loss at 

the Miami Open.

Murray says Alcaraz will have a dominant career
STATS PERFORM/DPA

MIAMI

ANDY Murray believes Carlos 
Alcaraz can be a dominant figure 
in tennis “for as long as he wants” 
but cautioned against expecting 
him to challenge the grand slam 
records of the Big Three.

Roger Federer’s haul of 20 
slam titles has been overtaken 
by Rafael Nadal and Novak 
Djokovic, who both have 22 
majors, but those three are 
streets ahead of every other 
men’s singles player in history.

Next on the list is Pete Sam-
pras with 14 slams, which was 
itself a total that many once 
fancied would not be beaten for 
decades.

Murray was for a time part 
of a Big Four, until he got left 
behind by the relentless win-
ning of his three great rivals. 
Federer has retired, but Djok-
ovic and Nadal may yet have 
more slam titles in them.

At the age of 19, Alcaraz is 
already off the mark, winning 
the US Open last year, and 
he has jumped back to world 
number one after winning the 
Indian Wells Open on Sunday.

Djokovic and Nadal will be 
big threats to Alcaraz’s hopes 

of triumphing at the French 
Open, but the young Spaniard 
is no longer simply the coming 
player on the ATP. He has ar-
rived, and Murray is convinced 
Alcaraz is the real deal and 
poised to stay at the top of the 
sport for years to come.

“He has an excellent game, 
an all-around game that I think 
will translate well onto all sur-
faces,” Murray said.

“He’s not the biggest guy, 
but he can serve big. He’s an 
unbelievable mover, great ath-

lete. Has a lot of variety in his 
game. Takes the ball on a lot. 
That’s something that you hope 
that he keeps.

“I know from experience 
that it’s a bit easier playing that 
way when you’re sort of 18, 19, 
and there’s not any scar tissue 
there. I hope that he maintains 
that style of play because it’s 
exciting to watch.” The pre-
diction that Alcaraz can be an 
all-court player, and therefore 
succeed on grass as well as the 
hard and clay courts where 

he has already found success, 
bodes well for his prospects of 
stacking up slams.

Murray might have faced 
Alcaraz in round three at the 
Miami Open this fortnight, but 
the veteran Briton, a three-time 
slam winner and former number 
one, lost his opener on Wednes-
day to Serbian Dusan Lajovic.

There have only been two 
matches on tour between Al-
caraz and Murray to date, both 
coming in the 2021 season 
when they won one each.

Alcaraz is the defending 
champion in Miami, and a 
clear favourite after crushing 
Daniil Medvedev in the Indian 
Wells title match. He brings a 
14-1 record for the year into the 
tournament.

“He’s obviously so far in 
his young career doing bet-
ter than most of the guys that 
have come in the last eight to 
10 years,” Murray said.

“I know a lot of people are 
expecting everyone to win 20-
plus grand slams now, like 
that’s sort of normal. I wouldn’t 
predict that for anyone.

“I would imagine he would 
be right at the top of the game 
for, well, as long as he wants 
to play.”

Carlos Alcaraz of Spain fields questions from the media during the Mi-
ami Open at Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens, Florida, on Tuesday. 
(Getty Images/AFP)

Essen (Germany): International Olympic Committee (IOC) president 
Thomas Bach on Wednesday again called on politicians to allow a 
separation of sport and politics in connection with a possible return 
of athletes from Russia and Belarus to the Olympics and other major 
events. Bach called on politicians to respect the values of sport, 
speaking at a political forum in Essen. If politicians make decisions 
about who can or cannot participate in sporting competitions for politi-
cal reasons, then sport and athletes “become a mere instrument of 
politics. Then it is impossible for the sport to convey its common val-
ues,” Bach said. Russian and Belarusian athletes have been banned 
from most major sports events since the start of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. But the IOC is now looking into the possibility of their return 
as neutrals, including for next year’s Paris Olympics. (DPA)

IOC boss Bach warns of decay of  
the international sports system

 Quick read



12 Friday, March 24, 2023 The Last Word

AMIR RECEIVES RAMADAN WELL-WISHERS
The Amir His Highness Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
received well-wishers on the 
advent of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan, at Lusail Palace 
on Thursday evening. HH the 
Amir received Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs HE Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Abdulrahman bin Jas-
sim Al Thani, Speaker of the 
Shura Council HE Hassan bin 
Abdullah Al Ghanim, sheikhs, 
ministers, undersecretaries, 
members of the Shura Coun-
cil, and citizens. HH the Amir 
exchanged greetings with the 
well-wishers on this noble 
occasion, praying to Allah to 
bring it back to Qatar and its 
people with goodness, peace 
and prosperity. 


