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AL Arabi coach Younes Ali 
said his team’s preparations 
have been good and that they 
were ready to face Umm Salal 
in the Ooredoo Cup semi-final 
but they will need to be fully 
focused to ensure a place in 
the final.

The two teams will meet in 
the last four clash at the Jassim 
Bin Hamad Stadium on Thurs-
day at 9.45pm.

Speaking to the media on 
the pre-match eve, Ali said, 
“Umm Salal are an organized 
team which includes distin-
guished players and also seeks 
to win and reach the final. 

“While Al Arabi will have 
absences with some of our 
international players joining 
their national teams and some 
players nursing injuries but we 
still have a wonderful group of 
players and are ready for the 
next match. We look forward to 
achieving victory and reaching 
the final.”

He added: “Qualifying for 
the final requires full concen-
tration and throughout the 90 
minutes as these are knock-out 
matches where a loss means 
exit. Whoever is more focused 
will achieve victory and make 
the final.

“We think about each 
match separately and Oore-
doo Cup confrontations are 
different from the league. 

“We will strive to reach 
the final but we have a dif-
ficult competitor and we will 
need to do our best to win,” 
he concluded.

Mohamed Salah Elneel: We 
look forward to crossing 
the Umm Salal hurdle
Al Arabi player Mohamed Salal 
Elneel stressed on the difficul-

ty of the match against Umm 
Salal.

“We certainly respect the 
ambitions of Umm Salal and I 
do not think that our task will 

be easy regardless of the com-
petitor’s position on the league 
rankings table which is not a 
measure for evaluating their 
performance because all teams 

face Al Arabi with greater focus 
and there is no easy match in 
football,” he said.

“The match will be a good 
opportunity for some players 

(who did not play much in the 
league) to play in an important 
match such as the semi-finals 
of the Ooredoo Cup and help 
the team to reach the final,” he 
stressed.

No room for mistakes, 
says Umm Salal  
coach El Karkouri 
Umm Salal coach Talal El 
Karkouri said his team has no 
room for mistakes in the semi-
final against Al Arabi.

He said: “The match will be 
strong and difficult, because 
the opponents are a team with 
great potential in addition to 
the availability of the best for-
eign and local professionals, 
as well as distinguished sub-
stitutes.

“It will be a big match be-
cause each team seeks to win, 
reach the final and win the cup. 
There’s no room for mistakes 
and the team that is better, 
more focused, exploits oppor-
tunities and makes fewer mis-
takes will win.”

He added: “We must play 
the match with great focus and 
we will work to take advantage 
of all opportunities to translate 
it into our favour. We will also 
develop the appropriate squad 
and plan with which we will 
face The Dream Team.

“All the players of the 
team realize the importance 
of the match, in addition to 
their desire to win and reach 
the final, because it is a good 
opportunity, and we must en-
ter with strength and focus in 
order to achieve what is re-
quired and reach the final,” 
said El Karkouri.

Ooredoo Cup Semi-finals: Al Duhail and Al Sadd 
coaches confident ahead of their clash tonight
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RIVAL coaches Hernan Crespo 
of Al Duhail and Juan Manuel 
Lillo “Juanma” of Al Sadd both 
exuded confidence ahead of 
the their Ooredoo Cup semi-
final clash at the Suhaim Bin 
Hamad Stadium on Thursday 
at 9.45pm.

Speaking to the media ahead 
of the knock-out clash, the Al 
Duhail’s Argentinian coach 
said, “This is a tournament in 
which all clubs participate and 
our presence in the semi-final 
means that we have worked 
hard and succeeded in achieving 
the victories that have brought 
us here. And, as I have always 
said earlier, Al Duhail enter 
every tournament with the aim 
of winning the title.

“Our matches with Al Sadd 
are always exciting and strong. 
Like out last match against them 
where we managed to come back 
in the last minute. Such matches 
require that all players be at the 
top of their focus throughout the 
match,” he added.

He pointed out that eve-
ryone is ready except for the 
known absences due to injuries 
- Edmilson Junior, Asim Madi-
bo and Sultan Al-Breik - while 
the other players are ready for 
the match.

Crespo stressed: “Victory 
in football provides the players 
with additional energy to con-
tinue achieving positive results 
and certainly our presence at 
the top of the QNB Stars League 
requires us to show the person-
ality of a champion and show 
the true strength of the team.”

For his part, Al Duhail goal-
keeper Shihab Al Laithi, said: 
“I am confident in the team’s 
ability to achieve a positive 
result and we will work to win 
and qualify for the final. 

“It will certainly be an en-
joyable match for the fans, 
and a challenging one for both 
teams who know each other 
well given the many confronta-
tions that have brought them 
together in the recent period, 
and we will work with all force 
to achieve victory.”

He added: “Since the start 
of the season, the team has 
been suffering from absences 
and we went through the first 
rounds of the league without 
our international players. Dur-
ing the season many injuries 
occurred that made us lose a 
large number of players but 
everyone is ready now and ea-
ger to win a place in the coach’s 
playing squad.

“Our weapon is our desire 
to win the championship title 
which will give us motivation 
to implement the directives of 
the technical staff and work to 
achieve victory.”

Regarding the preparations 
for this match, Al Laithi said: 
“Our preparations have been 
normal and the way we have 
been working with since the 
beginning of the season but the 
difference in this match is that 
we know that it is a knock-out 
and there would be only one 
team that qualifies for the final.

“Al Duhail fans have a great 
role with the team and their 
presence inside the stadium 
will certainly give us addition-
al strength to achieve the re-
quired result.” 

Our goal is to win the Cup: 
Al Sadd coach Juanma 
Al Sadd coach Juan Manuel Lil-
lo “Juanma” said they faced a 

difficult challenge but their aim 
is to win Ooredoo Cup.

He said: “Every match has 
its own challenge and this tour-

nament is completely different, 
and now we will play without 
some of our international play-
ers. We face a great competi-
tor and we have played against 
them in the league a few days 
ago. We know how difficult the 
match is.”

The Al Sadd coach added: 
“Of course, our goal is to win 
the Ooredoo Cup and we are 
very excited about the opportu-
nity to reach the final due to the 
great efforts made by the young 
players before the World Cup. 
Reaching the final will be a great 
achievement for us, especially 
for this group of young players.”

Boualem Khoukhi: We will 
do our best against  
Al Duhail
For his part, Boualem Khoukhi, 
Al Sadd defender said, “Oore-
doo Cup is different from the 
league and the semi-final will 
have only one winner and our 
goal will be to be in the final.”

He added: “We are suf-
fering from some absences as 
some of our players are with 
their national teams and also 
with the Olympic (U23) team, 
but we will work to do our best 
to win.”

Al Sadd coach Juan Manuel Lillo 
‘Juanma’ oversees one of the 
team’s training session ahead 
of their Ooredoo Cup semi-final 
against Al Duhail.

Umm Salal coach Talal El Karkouri. Umm Salal players celebrate scoring during a QNB Stars League match.

Al Arabi players during a training session ahead of their Ooredoo Cup 
2022-23 semi-final against Umm Salal.

Against Umm Salal, we need to be fully focused: Al Arabi coach Ali

Al Arabi coach during one of the team’s QNB Stars League match. Ali is 
wary of Umm Salal challenge in the Ooredoo Cup semi-final.

Al Duhail coach Hernan Crespo (left) during a training session of the team. (Right) Al Duhail star Almoez Ali during a training session ahead of their Ooredoo Cup semi-final against Al 
Sadd to be played at the Suhaim Bin Hamad Stadium at 9.45pm on Thursday.
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MESUT Ozil has ended his 
footballing career with immedi-
ate effect, the 2014 World Cup 
winner for Germany said on 
Wednesday.

Ozil last played at Turkey’s 
Basaksehir in a club career that 
also saw him spend three years 
at Spanish giants Real Madrid 
and eight years at England’s Ar-
senal.

The gifted midfielder won 92 
Germany caps but then quit the 
team in acrimony in 2018, and 
made no mention of this part 
of his career in the retirement 
statement he posted on his so-
cial media channels.

“After thoughtful considera-
tion, I’m announcing my imme-
diate retirement from profes-
sional football,” the 34-year-old 
said.

“I’ve had the privilege to be 
a professional football player 
for almost 17 years and I feel 
incredibly thankful for the op-
portunity.

“But in recent weeks and 
months, having also suffered 
some injuries, it’s become more 
and more clear that it’s time to 
leave the big stage of football.” 
It was only last month that his 
management dismissed reports 
he would retire and said he 
would fulfil his contract until the 
end of the season at Basaksehir.

Ozil started his top flight 
career in 2006 at Schalke in his 
German birth city of Gelsen-
kirchen.

After two years at Werder 
Bremen he left in 2010 for Real, 
to be followed by the long Ar-
senal spell 2013-2021 where he 
was eventually no longer picked 
by then new manager Mikel Ar-
teta, before playing in Turkey at 
Fenerbahce and since last sum-

mer at Basaksehir.
“It has been an amazing 

journey filled with unforgettable 
moments and emotions. I want 
to thank my clubs - Schalke, 
Werder Bremen, Real Madrid, 
Arsenal, Fenerbahce, Basakse-
hir and the coaches who sup-
ported me, plus team-mates 
who have become friends,” Ozil 
said.

“Special thanks must go to 
my family members and my 
closest friends.

They have been a part of 
my journey from day one and 
have given me so much love 
and support, through the good 
times and the bad.” Arsenal 
tweeted: “Thanks for the memo-
ries - wishing you all the best in 
your retirement, Mesut.” Real 
expressed its “appreciation, its 
admiration and its affection for 
one of our great players,” and 

Schalke tweeted “all the best”, 
accompanied by a heart emoji.

Ozil played 92 games for 
Germany between 2009 and 
2018 and won the World Cup in 
Brazil nine years ago.

He retired from the team 
after a group stage exit at the 
2018 tournament in Russia, 
after coming under fire for his 
performances, and over a pre-
tournament photo showing him 
together with Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

This led to a fierce backlash 
and Ozil accused the German 
Football Federation (DFB) of 
having not protected him well 
enough against racist and insult-
ing comments, while also accus-
ing the DFB of racism.

Germany coach Hansi Flick, 
who knows Ozil from his days 
as assistant of Joachim LOw, 
praised Ozil as “one of our out-

standing national players” in a 
DFB statement on Wednesday.

“In his most successful pe-
riod, he was one of the best foot-
ballers in the world. He helped 
shape the national team for al-
most a decade, the highlight be-
ing winning the World Cup title 
in 2014, to which he also made a 
decisive contribution.”

“All of us at the national 
team wish him and his family 
all the best for the future.” Ger-
many striker Niklas Füllkrug 
named Ozil “an extremely good 
and special footballer” in a team 
news conference.

Real and Germany defender 
Antonio Rüdiger said in Ins-
tagram: “I will tell my kids one 
day how outstanding Mesut Ozil 
was and how priviliged I am to 
have shared the pitch with one 
of the most gifted players I’ve 
ever seen.” 

Former Germany star Ozil ends 
‘amazing’ club career at 34

File photo of Germany’s midfielder Mesut Ozil. (AFP)

Bayern play earlier than 
Dortmund on three of 
last four matchdays

McIlroy backs ‘unpopular’ shorter ball proposal

Messi will decide when his Argentina career is over: Scaloni

DPA 
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CHAMPIONS Bayern Munich 
have the chance to draw first 
blood on three of the final four 
Bundesliga match days if the 
title race with Borussia Dort-
mund remains as tight as it is 
now.

While all games on the 34th 
and final matchday May 27 are 
played at the same time, Bayern 
play first on matchdays 31-33, 
according to the list published 
on Wednesday by the German 
Football League (DFL).

On matchday 31, Bayern 
visit Werder Bremen on May 
6, the day before Dortmund 
host Wolfsburg. Bayern then 
host Schalke on the afternoon 
of May 13, with Dortmund tak-
ing on Borussia Mönchengla-
dbach in the evening kick-off. 
And on matchday 33, Bayern 
play RB Leipzig on May 20, a 
day before Dortmund’s game 
at Augsburg.

Dortmund, aiming for their 
first Bundesliga title since 
2012, top the league one point 

ahead of 10-times reigning 
champions Bayern. The two 
sides meet after the interna-
tional break on April 1 in Mu-
nich.

After that, both play at the 
same time on matchdays 27 
and 28, while Bayern are first 
on matchday 29 and Dortmund 
play two days before Bayern on 
matchday 30.

DPA 
LONDON 

RORY McIlroy has backed the 
“unpopular” idea of a shorter 
ball being used in elite com-
petition and may even use it 
in PGA Tour events when not 
required.

Golf’s governing bod-
ies said in February 2020 
they intended to “break the 
ever-increasing cycle of hit-
ting distance” and last week 
announced the proposal of a 
Model Local Rule (MLR) to 
give tournaments the option to 
require the use of balls which 
will travel around 15 yards less.

R&A chief executive Martin 
Slumbers and USGA counter-
part Mike Whan confirmed 
that the MLR would apply in 
their own elite events, most no-
tably the Open Championship 
and US Open, respectively.

The PGA Tour did not im-
mediately back the proposal 
and it was strongly criticised 
by top equipment manufactur-
ing company Acushnet and 
former world number one 
Justin Thomas, who plays their 
market-leading Titleist balls.

However, with the Mas-
ters - which McIlroy needs to 
win to complete a career grand 

slam - expected to adopt the 
shorter ball, McIlroy said he 
could choose to play it in PGA 
Tour tournaments even if the 
MLR was not adopted on the 
US circuit.

“Honestly, for me the major 
championships are the biggest 
deal, so if the PGA Tour doesn’t 
implement it, I might still play 
the Model Local Rule ball, 
because I know that that’ll give 
me the best chance and the 
best preparation leading into 
the major championships,” 
McIlroy told No Laying Up.

“And again, this is personal 
preference and personal opin-

ion at this stage of my career.
“I know that I’m gonna be 

defined by the amount of major 
championships that I hopefully 
will win from now until the end 
of my career. And that’s the 
most important thing for me.

“If that gives me the best 
chance to succeed at the major 
championships and feel as 
prepared as I possibly can be, 
then that’s what I would do.” 
McIlroy had previously ac-
cused the R&A and USGA of 
“self-importance” over their 
proposals to restrict driv-
ing distance, but at the time 
had seemed to miss that any 

changes would not be aimed at 
non-elite players.

“I’m glad in this new pro-
posal that they haven’t touched 
the recreational golfer. But for 
elite level play, I really like it,” 
McIlroy added.

“I know that’s a really un-
popular opinion amongst my 
peers, but I think it’s going to 
help identify who the best play-
ers are a bit easier. Especially 
in this era of parity that we’ve 
been living in these past couple 
of decades.

“You guys [at No Laying 
Up] use the term ‘golf has been 
dumbed down a little bit at the 
elite level’, and I completely 
agree.

The MLR proposal was sent 
to equipment manufacturers 
ahead of the announcement 
and they can provide feedback 
until August 14. If adopted, it 
would take effect in January 
2026.

Under the proposals, a 
ball struck at a laboratory-
controlled swing speed of 
127mph - up from 120mph - 
must not travel more than 320 
yards. The change is expected 
to reduce hitting distance by 
14-15 yards on average for the 
players with the highest club-
head speeds.

ROME: A Lazio fan wearing a club shirt with the imprint Hitlerson 88 
at the weekend Serie A derby against Roma has been identified as a 
German national and will been banned from Lazio’s stadium for life.

Local police said on Wednesday that the man was identified via 
CCTV footage and that criminal charges have been filed by Rome 
prosecutors for inciting racism and hate crimes.

He has been banned from attending sports events for five years, 
according to a police decree. Lazio said in a statement they would 
ban him for life from their stadium and sue him him for possible 
damages in any criminal proceedings that may follow.

The authorities said the man has a police record, having been 
charged after invading the pitch at the 2009 derby between the two 
capital clubs. Police also said that two Romanian nationals have 
been identified to have made the fascist salute at Sunday’s game, 
with Lazio saying they will get life stadium bans as well.

The derby was overshadowed by some Lazio fans engaged in 
defamatory and anti-Semitic chants, causing outrage.

Ruth Dureghello, the chair of Rome’s Jewish community, on Mon-
day tweeted a photo of the fan with the Hitlerson 88 writing on his 
Lazio shirt. The numbers symbolise the initials HH as the eighth letter 
in the alphabet are are used as a code in neonazi groups. (DPA)
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LIONEL Messi will have the 
final say on when his interna-
tional career with Argentina 
is over, but head coach Lionel 
Scaloni is hopeful that is not 
anytime soon.

The Paris Saint-Germain 
forward played a starring role 
as Argentina ended a 36-year 
wait to lift the World Cup for a 
third time in December.

Messi announced imme-
diately after his side’s penalty 
shoot-out win over France in 
the final that, contrary to what 
many predicted, he would con-
tinue playing for Argentina.

La Albiceleste are in action 
for the first time since then in 
a friendly against Panama on 
Thursday, with Messi and his 

team-mates set to receive an-
other heroes’ welcome.

The 35-year-old has previ-
ously revealed he does not in-
tend to take part in the 2026 
World Cup, but Scaloni is un-
sure exactly when he will retire 
from the international stage.

“Messi will continue to 
come until he says otherwise. I 
see him happy on the pitch and 
within the selection,” Scaloni 
said at a press conference on 
Tuesday.

“Leo’s looking good to me. 
He deserves all that love. He 
and all the players who are here 
deserve to go out and receive 
that love because they have not 
been able to live it.

“Leo, although he is the 
best of all, he also needs to see 
that his people love him. This 
is something that will stay with 

him forever.” 
Argentina are reigning 

South American and world 

champions, but Scaloni has 
warned his players they can-
not afford to drop their levels 

now they have a target on their 
backs.

“We are world champions, 
but that doesn’t mean we have 
the right for more,” he said. 

“Just because we win we 
can’t do whatever we want.  
“That’s what [the players] have 
to understand. The message 
is that a new process is begin-
ning: the pitch is what rules.  
“From there on, those who are 

world champions have no ad-
vantage, we will have to keep 
working.

“The Argentina shirt 
doesn’t allow you not to give 
your best, that’s clear to us. Af-
terwards, it’s good to celebrate, 
but we have to do our job on 
the pitch.” 

Scaloni, who recently 
signed a new contract run-
ning through until after the 
next World Cup, has called up 
a number of uncapped young-
sters for the friendly with Pan-
ama.

However, Scaloni con-
firmed that those who featured 
at the World Cup will start 
Thursday’s match in Buenos 
Aires.

“I’d like for the people [in 
the stadium] to watch their 
players,” Scaloni said.
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Argentina’s star forward Lionel Messi (left). (AFP)

Egyptian referee suspended 
for using spectator’s mobile 

phone to disallow goal
AGENCIES 

EGYPTIAN referee Mo-
hamed Farouk has been 
suspended for using a spec-
tator’s mobile phone to 
disallow a goal in a league 
match.

Al-Nasr thought they 
had scored a late equaliser 
away to Suez in a second di-
vision match last Friday.

There is no video assis-
tant referee (VAR) in Egypt’s 
second tier, but Farouk used 
the phone to watch a replay 
after the home side protest-
ed there was a handball.

Farouk then ruled the 
goal out.

The Egyptian Football 
Association said in a state-
ment that Vitor Pereira, who 
replaced Mark Clattenburg 

as head of the Egyptian Ref-
erees Committee earlier this 
month, decided to suspend 
the entire refereeing staff for 
an “indefinite period”.

“The committee decided 
to investigate the incident 
when Mohamed Farouk, the 
referee of the match, used a 
mobile phone to review foot-
age of the match’s events,” 
the Egyptian FA added.

Suez scored their third 
goal shortly after the disal-
lowed goal to seal a 3-1 win, 
with 15 minutes of stoppage 
time being played.

Farouk left the pitch un-
der police protection, amid 
protests from Al-Nasr play-
ers and officials, who have 
threatened to take legal ac-
tion against the referee for 
violating the regulations.

Lazio fan with Hitlerson 88 shirt is a  
German national, gets life ban

 Quick read

Rory McIlroy of Northern Ireland plays his shot from the second tee  
during day one of the World Golf Championships-Dell Technologies 
Match Play at Austin Country Club in Austin, Texas on Wednesday. (AFP)

I’ve had the privilege 
to be a professional 
football player for 
almost 17 years and I 
feel incredibly thankful 
for the opportunity.
– Mesut Ozil

Leo, although he is the best 
of all, he also needs to see 
that his people love him. 
This is something that will 
stay with him forever.
– Lionel Scaloni

Bayern Munich’s Swiss goalkeeper 
Yann Sommer. (AFP)
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FOLLOWING the turnout 
of the first edition of Month 
of Wellness last year and its 
big success, the second edi-
tion of Month of Wellness is 
to kick-start with a bang this 
holy month of Ramadan at Al 
Shaqab with loads of physical 
and revitalizing activities.

Al Shaqab has collaborated 
with country’s top fitness es-
tablishments to give back to the 
community by providing com-
munity fitness classes during 
this holy month of Ramadan.

From weight training to 
spin classes, functional train-
ing to detox yoga, everything 
one needs to rejuvenate the 
body, mind and soul can be 
found at the spectacular Lon-
gines Arena. And it’s free for 
all. Furthermore there are ex-
clusive classes for women only.

The aim to have free-for-

all, Month of Wellness, is to 
encourage the community to 
maintain a healthy lifestyle 

through physical education for 
all ages and to generate interest 
in sporting activities.

Four pillars of sports - Focus, 
Motivation, Inspiration and En-
durance, on which total fitness of 

body, mind and soul depends is 
the promotional moto of Month 
of Wellness at Al Shaqab. 

Exercising during the Holy 
Month of Ramadan is essential 
and beneficial for health, its an 
opportunity to burn stored fat. 
Physical activity is important 
for good health and maintain 
weight, as well as promoting 
brain health and maintain-
ing blood flow. It also helps in 
strengthening muscles.

Qatar pays great attention 
to sports in all its fields and 
based on Qatar vision 2030, 
Al Shaqab generously opens 
its door is to all to try different 
types of sports and encourages 
community participation.

The classes will be taking 
place between the 23rd of March 
and the 12th of April 2023. All 
classes will take place for 1 hour 
between 9pm and 10pm.

For registration visit Al 
Shaqab website or social media 
platforms, upload the applica-
tion, and choose your desired 
classes https://alshaqab.com/
en/al-shaqab-month-wellness

14 Thursday, March 23, 2023 Sports

Giorgi outlasts Kanepi 
in equal-longest match 

of season at Miami
STATS PERFORM/DPA

CAMILA Giorgi progressed 
into the Miami Open second 
round despite blowing a 5-0 
third-set lead as she edged 
past veteran Kaia Kanepi in 
the equal-longest main draw 
match of the year on Tuesday.

The Italian world number 
44, who won February’s Meri-
da Open, outlasted the Estoni-
an 7-6 (7-4), 6-7 (4-7), 7-6 (7-4) 
in three hours and 32 minutes.

The length was equal to the 
Erika Andreeva-Harriet Dart 
first-round match at the ATX 
Open last month for the long-
est this WTA season.

But Giorgi could have had 
an earlier finish, leading 5-0 in 
the decider before Kanepi hit 
back by winning the next five 
games, only for the Italian to 
rally in the tie-break, convert-
ing her fourth match point.

Giorgi, who blew match 
points at 5-3 and 5-4, will take 
on three-time Miami Open 
winner and 2023 Austral-
ian Open semi-finalist Victoria 
Azarenka in the second round.

Russian 34-year-old Ev-
geniya Rodina produced the 
upset of the day’s play, beat-
ing 37th-ranked Bernarda Pera 
6-3, 6-4 in 73 minutes and will 
take on 20th seed Magda Li-
nette in the second round.

Rodina is currently ranked 
369th in the world having re-
turned after a two-year ab-
sence, having reached a career-
high 67th in May 2019.

World number 39 Elise 
Mertens eased into the second 
round with a 6-1, 6-4 win over 
USA’s Alycia Parks, setting up a 
second-round clash with eighth 
seed Daria Kasatkina.

World number 43 Yulia 
Putintseva bowed out prema-
turely, going down 7-6 (7-4), 
6-2 to Canada’s Rebecca Mari-
no, who advanced to face sixth 
seed Coco Gauff.

Teenager Linda Fruhvirtova, 
ranked 50th in the world, also 
suffered a shock loss, beaten 
6-2, 4-6, 6-4 by 172nd-ranked 
Canadian qualifier Katherine 
Sebov, while Laura Siegemund 
won 6-3 6-4 over 52nd-ranked 
Mayar Sherif Katerina. 

Siniakova withdrew due to 
injury despite winning the first 
set against USA’s Claire Liu, 
with scores at 6-3, 3-3. 

Djokovic steadfast
Novak Djokovic says he does 
not regret his decision not to be 
vaccinated despite losing the 
world number one ranking.

With the 22-time Grand 
Slam champion unable to fea-
ture, Carlos Alcaraz returned 
to the top of the rankings with 
victory at Indian Wells.

“I have no regrets,” Djokovic 
told CNN. It’s a pity that I wasn’t 
able to play in Indian Wells [and] 
Miami. I love those tournaments. 
I had plenty of success there. 
But at the same time, it is the 
conscious decision I made and 
I knew that there was always a 
possibility that I wouldn’t go.”

Month of Wellness is back at Al Shaqab’s Longines Arena and free-for-all

Al Shaqab has collaborated with country’s top fitness establishments to give back to the community by providing community fitness classes during 
this holy month of Ramadan.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Abdulatif Hussain Al 
Emadi-owned and Zuhair 
Mohsen-trained – Ernest Al-
drich claimed the Al Jassas-
iya Cup winning the 1900m 
Handicap (80-100) for four-
year-old+ Thoroughbreds at 
the Al Rayyan Racecourse on 
Wednesday.

In the Qatar Racing and 
Equestrian Club’s (QREC) 41st 
Race Meeting’s feature race, 
Ernest Aldrich won by over two 
lengths under a perfect ride by 
Jockey Lukas Delozier. QREC 
Racing Manager Abdulla 
Rashid Al Kubaisi crowned the 
winners.

In the penultimate race 
of the day, trainer Mohamed 
Khaled Elahmed recorded a 
quick-fire double as he saddled 
Ushayqer, carrying the colours 
of Mohamed Abdulla Al Abdul-
malik, to win the 1200m Hand-
icap (0-80) for four-year-old+ 
Local Thoroughbreds by three 
lengths under jockey Anas Al 
Seyabi, who doubled up as well.

Sabhea Awad Ibrahim’s 
Mutahaffiz proved the best 
in the 1200m Handicap (65-
85) for four-year-old+ Local 
Purebred Arabians, registering 
his second straight victory on 
fourth career start for trainer 
Mohamed Khaled Elahmed. 
Ridden by Szczepan Mazur, the 
five-year-old gelding won com-
fortably by three and a half-
length.

There was a close finish in 
the 1100 Handicap (65-85) for 
three-year-old+ Thorough-
breds as the Al Jasra Stud-
owned and Abdulla Al Mulla-
trained Crush And Run battled 
on bravely under a brilliant 
ride from Ivan Rossi to hold off 
charging Lo De Nalane by just a 
neck in the closing stages.

The 1700m Handicap (0-
70) for threeyear-old+ Handi-
cap (0-70) was taken in incred-
ible fashion by the Al Rufaa 
Racing-owned and Gassim 
Ghazali-trained Saxon Scene, 
who absolutely rocketed home 

once jockey Alberto Sanna 
asked him to quicken, storm-
ing huge 10 lengths clear of the 
field by the line.

In the second race of the 
day, the 1700m Maiden for 
four-six-year-old Purebred 
Arabians went to Ibrahim 
Mohamed Al Fadala’s ZF Al 
Saqaaf. On fourth attempt, the 
Hamad Al Jehani-trained four-
year-old colt stormed home in 

the last 100m to take the lead 
and eventually prevail by three 
quarters of a length under jock-
ey Soufiane Saadi. 

In the opener, Al Anood 
Stud’s Metrash got the meet-
ing off to an impressive start 
in winning the 1700m Handi-
cap (0-65) for four-year-old+ 
Local Purebred Arabians by 
three and a half lengths, having 
kicked away in the last furlong, 

under jockey Anas Al Seyabi 
for trainer Alanoud Khalifa Al 
Malki.
43rd Race Meeting  
– Al Jassasiya Cup
(Horse, Trainer, Jockey)
1 - Al Jassasiya Cup - Thorough-
bred Handicap 80-100 (Class 2) 
Ernest Aldrich, Zuhair Mohsen, 
Lukas Delozier
2 - Local Thoroughbred Handi-
cap 0-80
Ushayqer, Mohamed Khaled 
Elahmed, Anas Al Seyabi
3 - Local Purebred Arabian 
Handicap 65-85
Mutahaffiz, Mohamed Khaled 
Elahmed, Szczepan Mazur
4 - Thoroughbred Handicap 65-
85 (Class 4)
Crush And Run, Abdulla Al Mulla, 
Ivan Rossi
5 - Thoroughbred Handicap 0-70 
(Class 5)
Saxon Scene, Gassim Ghazali, 
Alberto Sanna
6 - Purebred Arabian Maiden 
Plate: ZF Al Saqaaf, Hamad Al 
Jehani, Soufiane Saadi
7 - Local Purebred Arabian 
Handicap 0-65
Metrash, Alanoud Khalifa Al 
Malki, Anas Al Seyabi.

Al Emadi-owned Ernest Aldrich 
takes Al Jassasiya Cup honours

The connections of Ernest Aldrich with their prizes after being awarded by QREC’s Racing Manager Abdulla Al 
Kubaisi at the Al Rayyan Racecourse on Wednesday.

Jockey Lukas Delozier after guiding Ernest Aldrich to victory in the 
1900m Handicap (80-100) for four-year-old+ Thoroughbreds at the  
Al Rayyan Racecourse on Wednesday.

Australia crowned top ODI team after series win over India
AGENCIES

CHENNAI

A new World No.1 team has 
been crowned in the MRF Tyres 
ICC Men’s ODI Team Rankings 
after Australia defeated India 
by 21 runs in the final ODI in 
Chennai.

Adam Zampa took 4-45 as 
India were dismissed for 248 
in pursuit of 270, sealing Aus-
tralia’s 2-1 series win.

Australia are the new team 
at the top of the MRF Tyres 
ICC Men’s ODI Rankings after 
their thrilling win over India in 
Chennai.

The 21-run win takes Aus-
tralia marginally ahead of 
India at the top, with the visi-
tors racking up 113.286 rating 
points compared to the Men in 
Blue’s 112.638. 

After a cakewalk in Vi-
sakhapatnam, Australia were 

made to work hard for their 
victory but managed to edge 
past Rohit Sharma’s men to 
claim the series 2-1.

Opting to bat first, Mitch-
ell Marsh and Travis Head got 
Australia off to a blazing start 
yet again. Just when they were 
looking to take the game away 
from India, the golden arm of 
Hardik Pandya ended the 68-
run stand.

Pandya struck in each of his 
subsequent overs to remove 
Steve Smith for a duck and the 
well-set Marsh as well. He was 
called into action again, this 
time on the field as he gobbled 
up a good catch running in 
from deep to end David Warn-
er’s stay.

Australia were in trouble 
after they lost half the side for 
138 when Marcus Stoinis and 
Alex Carey counter-attacked 
with a 58-run stand. The pair 

fell in quick succession but im-
portant lower-order contribu-
tions took the visitors to 269, 

though they were bowled out 
with an over to spare.

In response, Indian open-

ers too were quick off the 
blocks before Rohit Sharma’s 
favoured pull shot became the 
reason for his downfall. Shub-
man Gill, who was looking in 
great touch, was trapped in 
front by Adam Zampa soon 
thereafter.

Virat Kohli and KL Rahul 
played with great caution, en-
suring India do not lose a heap 
of wickets as they did in the 
previous ODI. Just as Rahul 
started to break free, he holed 
out in the deep, ending the 69-
run stand. 

India’s decision to promote 
Axar up the order did not work 
out with a mix-up coupled with 
brilliant fielding from Smith 
and Alex Carey costing the 
southpaw his wicket.

Ashton Agar, who had no 
wickets to show after nine 
overs despite bowling brilliant-
ly, turned the game on its head 

in his last over. He scalped 
Kohli just after his fifty and 
Suryakumar Yadav for a third 
golden duck in a row.

Adam Zampa put the fi-
nal nails in the coffin with the 
wickets of the last recognised 
pair of Hardik Pandya and 
Ravindra Jadeja after the pres-
sure of the scoring rate got to 
them.

Mohammad Shami’s twin 
boundaries gave India hopes 
of a miracle in the 47th over 
but Stoinis had the last laugh. 
A run-out spelt the end of In-
dia’s innings, 21 runs short of 
the target. (ICC.com)
Scores
Australia 269 (49 overs): M 
Marsh 47 (47); H Pandya 3-44, 
Kuldeep 3-56 bt India 248 (49.1 
overs): Kohli 54 (72), H Pandya 40 
(40); Zampa 4-45 by 21 runs.
Australia won three-match ODI 
series 2-1.

Australia’s players celebrate after winning the third One-Day Interna-
tional (ODI) and the series 2-1 against India at the M.A. Chidambaram 
Stadium in Chennai on Wednesday. (AFP)

Iga Swiatek of Poland talks to the media after withdrawing from the Miami 
Open at Hard Rock Stadium in Florida on Tuesday. The defending champion 
suffered a rib injury ahead of her second round match. She will also miss 
Poland’s Billie Jean King Cup tie next month. (Getty Images/AFP)


