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HIS Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
met with Ambassador of the sisterly People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria 
HE Dr Mustafa Boutoura, who called on HH the Amir to greet him on the oc-
casion of the end of his tenure in the country, at Sheikh Abdullah Bin Jassim 
Majlis at the Amiri Diwan on Wednesday. HH the Amir granted the Algerian 
ambassador Al Wajbah Decoration in recognition of his role in contributing to 
enhancing bilateral relations, wishing him success in his future missions, and 
the relations between the two countries further progress and development. 
For his part, the ambassador expressed thanks and appreciation to HH the 
Amir and the state’s officials for the cooperation he received that contributed 
to his success in the country. (QNA)

Amir grants Al Wajbah Decoration  
to ambassador of Algeria

Amir exchanges Ramadan 
greetings with leaders of 
Arab, Muslim countries

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of State of 
Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani exchanged cables of congrat-
ulations with leaders of Arab and 
Islamic countries, on the occasion 
of the advent of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan.

HH the Amir received a cable 
from Speaker of the Shura Council 
HE Hassan bin Abdullah Al Ghanim 
on the occasion of the advent of the 
Holy Month of Ramadan, extend-
ing his greetings and 
greetings of members 
of the Shura Council 
on this blessed occa-
sion. 

HH the Amir re-
sponded with a cable 
of thanks.

His Highness the 
Deputy Amir Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani ex-
changed cables of congratulations 
with crown princes and vice presi-

dents of Arab and Islamic countries, 
on the occasion of the ad-
vent of the holy month of 
Ramadan.

Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs HE Sheikh Moham-
med bin Abdulrahman 
bin Jassim Al Thani ex-
changed cables of con-
gratulations with heads 

of governments of Arab and Islamic 
countries on the occasion of the ad-
vent of the holy month of Ramadan.

1 dead as four-storey building collapses

QNA
DOHA

THE Ministry of Interior (MoI) 
has announced that the civil 
defence and other relevant au-
thorities rescued nine persons 
after a four-storied building 
in Bin Durham area of Central 
Doha collapsed, while one per-
son who was inside the build-
ing died.

In a statement posted on 
Twitter, the ministry said that 
efforts are under way to ensure 
that no one is trapped inside 
the building, as well as to con-
firm the safety of those residing 
in the adjacent areas. 

The Ministry of Interior 

(MoI) said investigation teams 
have begun work to find out 
the causes of the collapse of the 

building.
The MoI said further to the 

previous statement regarding 

the collapse of a building in the 
Bin Durham area, the search 
and rescue teams were able to 
pull out two women alive. They 
have been shifted to the hos-
pital to receive the necessary 
medical treatment.  

Preliminary investigations 
indicate that maintenance work 
was ongoing in the building at 
the time of the collapse.  Relevant 
authorities have taken measures 
to ensure that the parties respon-
sible for the maintenance work 
had the necessary permits and to 
determine whether their actions 
had any impact on the building’s 
collapse. 

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Tha-
ni on Wednesday issued 
Amiri Order No 4 of 2023, 
appointing HE Lolwah bint 
Rashid bin Mohammed Al 
Khater as Minister of State 
for International Coopera-
tion at the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs.

The Amiri Order is ef-
fective starting from its 
date of issue, and is to be 
published in the Official 
Gazette.

Lolwah Al Khater 
appointed as 
Minister of State 
for International 
Cooperation

QNA
DOHA

THE Amiri Diwan has announced 
that His Highness the Amir of 
State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani will receive 
well-wishers on the advent of 
the Holy Month of Ramadan 
at Lusail Palace on Thursday 
evening, the first day of the 
holy month, immediately after 
Tarawih prayer.

The Amiri Diwan wished that 
this blessed occasion be full 
of goodness and blessings for 
Qatar, and the Arab and Islamic 
nations.

Amir to receive 
well-wishers  

at Lusail  
Palace today

Authorities begin probe into the building collapseCivil defence rescues nine persons

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani has issued Law No 
3 of 2023 regarding com-
bating the concealment 
of non-Qataris practicing 
commercial, economic and 
professional activities in 
violation of the law. 

The law is effective and 
is to be published in the Of-
ficial Gazette.

Amir issues law 
on combating 
concealment  
of non-Qataris 

practicing  
economic 
activities

PRIME Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs HE 
Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
Al Thani on Wednesday 
participated in the meeting 
of the 155th session of 
the Ministerial Council of 
the Cooperation Council for 
the Arab States of the Gulf 
(GCC), which was held at 
the GCC General Secretari-
at headquarters in Riyadh, 
the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia. During the meet-
ing, they discussed ways to 
enhance cooperation and 
coordination between the 
GCC states and the latest 
regional and international 
developments. PAGE 16

PM PARTICIPATES IN GCC MINISTERIAL COUNCIL MEETING

THE Qatar Central Bank 
(QCB) has decided to raise 
the QCB Deposit Rate by 25 
basis points to 5.25%. The 
QCB also decided to raise 
the QCB Lending Rate by 
25 basis points to 5.75%. 
It was also decided to raise 
the QCB Repurchase Rate 
by 25 basis points to 5.50%. 
The decision will go into ef-
fect as of Thursday. (QNA)

QCB raises 
interest rate

A 28-page special 
supplement on  
Pakistan Day is  

being issued with  
today’s edition

A 16-page supplement  
on Hospitality is  

being issued with  
today’s edition
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Amir sends 
condolences to 
Amir of Kuwait
THE Amir His Highness 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent a cable of condo-
lences to Amir of Kuwait HH 
Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmed Al 
Jaber Al-Sabah on the death 
of Sheikh Mohammed Sabah 
Sabah Saud Al Sabah. (QNA)

Deputy Amir sends 
condolences to 
Amir of Kuwait 
THE Deputy Amir His High-
ness Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Hamad Al Thani sent a cable 
of condolences to Amir of 
Kuwait HH Sheikh Nawaf Al 
Ahmed Al Jaber Al Sabah on 
the death of Sheikh Moham-
med Sabah Sabah Saud Al 
Sabah. (QNA)

PM sends 
condolences to 
Amir of Kuwait 
PRIME Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
bin Jassim Al Thani sent a 
cable of condolences to Amir 
of Kuwait HH Sheikh Nawaf 
Al Ahmed Al Jaber Al Sabah 
on the death of Sheikh Mo-
hammed Sabah Sabah Saud 
Al Sabah. (QNA)

Quick read

AMIR MEETS COSTA RICA, INDIA AMBASSADORS

Minister of Youth and Sports honours winners 
of 15th Robotics Schools Championships

QNA
DOHA

MINISTER of Sports and 
Youth HE Salah bin Ghanem 
Al Ali honoured the first-place 
winning schools in the 15th Ro-
botics Schools Championship.

The championship organ-
ised by the Qatar Scientific 
Club of the Ministry of Sports 
and Youth, in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education, concluded 
yesterday in Lusail Multipur-
pose Hall.

It witnessed wide par-
ticipation of male and female 
students from 160 public and 
private schools.

Undersecretary for Educa-
tional Affairs at the Ministry of 
Education and Higher Educa-
tion Maha Zayed Al Ruwaili 
attended the event.

Executive Director of Qatar 
Scientific Club Eng. Rashid Al 
Rahimi said that cooperation 
between the Ministry of Sports 
and Youth and the Ministry of 

Education and Higher Edu-
cation had a great impact on 
guaranteeing the success of 
the competition. 

He praised the efforts of 

the committees that worked 
on hosting the competition 
and the volunteers, as well as 
the participating teams and 
judges. 

He added that the goal of 
Qatar Scientific Club was to 
make a contribution to the re-
alization of Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030.

The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani met separately with Ambassador of Costa Rica to Qatar HE Alvaro Mariano Segura Avila and Ambassador of India to Qatar HE Dr Deepak Mittal who called on HH 
the Amir to greet him on the occasion of the end of their tenure in the country. HH the Amir wished the ambassadors success in their future duties and further progress and development in the relations between Qatar and 
their countries. For their part, the ambassadors thanked HH the Amir and the State’s officials for the cooperation they received, which contributed to the success of their work in the country. (QNA)

Cabinet approves draft law that 
amends provisions of QFC Law

QNA
DOHA

THE Cabinet, at a meeting 
chaired by Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Minister of State for 
Defence Affairs HE Dr Khalid 
bin Mohammed Al Attiyah on 
Wednesday, approved, in prin-
ciple, a draft law amending some 
provisions of the Qatar Financial 
Centre (QFC) Law promulgated 
by Law No. 7 of 2005.

The amendment of the law 
aims to achieve prompt justice, 
shorten the period of litigation, 
speed up its procedures, and ad-
judicate cases before the Regu-
latory Tribunal and the QFC 
civil and commercial court.

Following the meeting, 
Minister of State for Cabinet 
Affairs said that at the outset of 
the meeting, the Cabinet sent 
congratulations to the Amir 
His Highness Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani on the oc-
casion of the blessed month of 
Ramadan, wishing him good 
health and happiness, Qatar 
and its honourable people and 
residents further goodness, 
prosperity and development 
under the wise leadership of 

HH the Amir, and the Arab and 
Islamic nations security, peace 
and stability.

The Cabinet was informed 
of the Shura Council’s approval 
of a draft law amending some 
provisions of Law No 18 of 2017 
regarding public hygiene.

Among the provisions of the 
draft law stipulated that: 

1- It is prohibited to occupy 
squares, roads, streets, corri-
dors, alleys, sidewalks, squares 
and public parking spaces with 
neglected vehicles, equipment, 
machinery and temporary or 
fixed buildings, without a per-
mit from the competent mu-
nicipality. It is also prohibited 
to leave marine means and any 
equipment used for transport 
by land or sea, or any equip-
ment used for maintenance, 
or any equipment, machinery, 
vehicles or parts thereof ne-
glected in the port or on the 
seashore up to the furthest dis-
tance the wave reaches at the 
beach precincts at a distance of 
ten meters and to a distance of 
50 meters inside seawater, for 
a period exceeding three days, 
without a permit from the com-

petent municipality.

2 - It is prohibited to leave, 
throw or pour waste, or dispose 
of it, in places other than those 
specified by the competent mu-
nicipality, and in the event of 
a violation of this, the compe-
tent municipality may remove 
the waste at the expense of the 
violator, and seize the transport 
vehicles used in these violations 
for a period not exceeding three 
months.

3- The competent mu-
nicipality shall carry out public 
cleaning works in all its forms, 
including the collection, trans-
portation, unloading, and dis-
posal of waste, and it may recy-
cle and treat it to benefit from it, 
and it may assign all or some of 
these operations to one or more 
contractors in accordance with 
the provisions of the law, includ-
ing the producer or importer of 
the materials from which these 
wastes are generated, in accord-
ance with the controls issued by 
a decision of the Minister.

4- A committee called the 
‘Joint Committee for the Re-

moval and Disposal of Aban-
doned Vehicles, Machinery and 
Equipment’ shall be established 
at the Ministry of Municipality. 
A Cabinet decision shall issue its 
formation, and specify its terms 
of reference, work system, and 
rewards for its members.

The Cabinet approved a 
draft cabinet decision regard-
ing the re-formation of the 
committee of trustees of the 
state appreciation and encour-
agement awards.

This committee, established 
at the Ministry of Culture, is 
responsible for supervising 
the affairs of the appreciation 
and encouragement awards to 
achieve their objectives, and in 
particular the following: 

1- Supervising the imple-
mentation of the general policy 
of the two awards.

2- Announcing the two 
awards and setting the dates for 
submitting nominations.

3- Evaluating the intellec-
tual and creative performance 
of the candidates for the state 

appreciation award, determin-
ing the winners, and announc-
ing the final result.

4 - Proposing the neces-
sary funds for awarding the two 
awards.

The Cabinet also approved, 
in principle, a draft decision of 
the Minister of Municipality to 
amend Decision No 68 of 2011 
regarding amending the geo-
graphical borders of some mu-
nicipalities and regions.

The provisions of the draft 
stipulate that the area (58) 
belongs to the Al Rayyan Mu-
nicipality and the geographical 
boundaries of the Al Rayyan 
Municipality are determined 
according to the plan attached 
to this decision.

The Cabinet also approved a 
draft agreement between Qatar 
and Uganda, regarding regulat-
ing the employment of workers 
from Uganda in Qatar. 

The Cabinet reviewed the 
results of the 42nd session of 
the Council of Arab Ministers 
for Social Affairs and took the 
appropriate decision regard-
ing it.

HAMAD BIN SUHAIM AL THANI CHAIRMAN
ADEL ALI BIN ALI MANAGING DIRECTOR
DR HASSAN MOHAMMED ANSARI EDITOR-IN-CHIEFESTABLISHED SEPTEMBER 3, 2006

Ministry recalls some 
models of Land Rover 

and Range Rover
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI) has 
announced recall of Land 
Rover Defender 130 3.0i6 X 
400PS, Defender 110 3.0i6 X 
400PS, Defender 90 3.0i6 X 
400PS, Defender 130 3.0i6 
SE 400PS, Defender 110 
3.0i6 S 400PS, Defender 130 
3.0i6 HSE 400PS, and Range 
Rover Sport 3.0i6 Autobiog-
raphy 400PS, 2023 models, 
as cam carrier oil gallery in 
these models hasn’t been fully 
drilled, which causes oil chan-
nel blocking, leading to ac-
cumulation of oil against the 
pressure control valve rubber 
membrane, and subsequently 
an external oil leak or in-
creased oil carryover into the 
air intake system.

The ministry said the re-
call campaign comes within 

the framework of its ongoing 
efforts to protect consumers 
and ensure that car dealers 
follow up on vehicle defects 
and repairs.

The ministry said that 
it would coordinate with 
the dealer to follow up on 
the maintenance and repair 
works and communicate with 
customers to ensure that the 
necessary repairs are carried 
out. 

The ministry has urged all 
customers to report any vio-
lations to its Consumer Pro-
tection and Anti-Commercial 
Fraud Department, which 
processes complaints, inquir-
ies and suggestions through 
the following channels: Call 
Center: 16001;  Email: info@
moci.gov.qa; Social media ac-
counts: Twitter @MOCIQA-
TAR, Instagram MOCIQA-
TAR; the Ministry’s mobile 
application: MOCI_QATAR.



Nespresso launches colour 
revolution with Vertuo Pop

Ashghal announces closure on 
Rabiah Bin Eissa Intersection

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

NESPRESSO has launched 
Vertuo Pop, a machine that 
adds a burst of colour to any 
coffee corner, no matter how 
big or small.  

The six new colourways 
give interior lovers the free-
dom to personalise and add a 
style statement to their space, 
from classic Liquorice Black or 
Coconut White, to vibrant and 
playful Spicy Red, Mango Yel-
low, Aqua Mint or Pacific Blue.  

Minimalist is the new mon-
umental and Vertuo Pop makes 
a big statement by going small 
- it’s Nespresso’s smallest and 
lowest costing machine for Ver-
tuo to date. 

The compact style means 
the machine can easily fit into 
any kitchen or workspace no 
matter the size - perfect for 
first homes, office spaces or 
university. A reduction in size 
does not come at a reduction in 
quality. The small yet powerful 
machine offers great versatil-

ity with four cup sizes available 
- mug, gran lungo, double Es-
presso or Espresso - perfect to 
pair with the Nespresso Aeroc-
cino milk frother to recreate 
your favourite coffee recipes at 
home.  

Coffee lovers can also en-
joy Nespresso’s intelligent 
Centrifusion technology which 
analyses the barcode on eve-

ry capsule to adjust brewing 
measures for each coffee. This 
ensures each cup is tailor made 
to the specific coffee blend, re-
vealing quality aroma and cre-
ma each time. 

Vertuo Pop is QR999 per 
machine and is now available 
in Nespresso boutiques and 
online at www.buynespresso.
com/qa_en/

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Public Works Authority 
(Ashghal) has announced a clo-
sure on Rabiah Bin Eissa Inter-
section while the right turn lanes 
and straight lanes on Zekreet 
Street remain open to traffic. 

To be implemented in co-
ordination with the General Di-
rectorate of Traffic, the closure 
will start on Sunday, March 26, 
2023 and will last for six months 
to complete infrastructure works 
as part of the Road and Infra-
structure Development Project 

in Al-Kharaitiyat and Izghawa, 
package 2.

During this period, road us-
ers of Izghawa Street wishing to 
turn left or continue straight will 
have to turn right then make a 
U-turn at the next roundabout.  
Road users on Zekreet Street 
wishing to turn left will have to 
follow the same directions to 
reach their destinations.

The Public Works Authority 
will instal road signs to guide mo-
torists about the closure. Ashghal 
requests all road users to abide 
by the speed limit and follow the 
road signs to ensure their safety.

QNA
DOHA

MINISTER of State for Inter-
national Cooperation at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs HE 
Lolwah bint Rashid Al Khater 
met with Canada’s Assistant 
Deputy Minister of Immigra-
tion, Refugees and Citizenship 
for Afghanistan Jennifer Mac-
intyre in Doha on Wednesday. 

They discussed prospects 
for cooperation between the 
two countries in improving 
the quality of life for refugees 
in countries of common inter-
est.  They considered ways to 
provide support to the Afghan 

people in the education field, 
especially girls.

 They also discussed the 
progress in the plan to de-
velop the health field in Af-

ghanistan and the results 
of the roundtable meeting 
hosted by Qatar between a 
delegation from Afghanistan 
and two delegations from 

the World Health Organiza-
tion  and the United Nations 
Children’s Fund in addition 
to the latest developments in 
Afghanistan. 

Khater, Canada minister discuss support to Afghan education
QNA 
DOHA 

MINISTER of Public Health HE 
Dr Hanan Mohammed Al Ku-
wari met with Minister of Health 
in the Afghan Caretaker Govern-
ment Qalandar Ebad, in Doha on 
Wednesday. During the meeting, 
they discussed bilateral relations 
and the public health issues and 
challenges facing the Afghan 
people, especially polio.

The Minister of Public Health 
praised the progress made in the 
health system in Afghanistan in 
cooperation with the relevant in-
ternational bodies, and stressed 
the importance of continuing co-
operation between international 
organisations and Afghanistan 
to develop the health system, es-
pecially services and human re-
sources, throughout the country. 

For his part, the Afghan 
health minister lauded Qatar’s 
important role in the develop-
ment in his country, calling 
for continued support from all 
partners for the development of 
health services provided to the 
Afghan people. Representatives 
of WHO) Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, and United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) at-
tended the meeting.

Health minister, Afghan counterpart talk cooperation 

DIRECTOR of Public Relations 
Department at the MoI Briga-
dier Abdullah Khalifa Al Muftah 
told QNA that the investigation 
authorities have begun proce-
dures to uncover the causes of 
the building’s collapse, which 
occurred at around 8:30am in 
the Bin Durham area, pointing 
to the continuation of search 
and rescue operations at the 
site.

Brigadier Al Muftah de-
scribed the conditions of the in-
jured as mild to medium, point-
ing out that they are receiving 
the necessary treatment.

He indicated that special-
ized teams evacuated the fami-
lies from the adjacent buildings 
“as a precautionary measure” 
and transferred them to a hotel 
“where they receive appropriate 
psychological support from the 
community police”. Earlier to-
day, the Ministry of Interior an-
nounced that the civil defense 
and other relevant authorities 
rescued seven persons after 
a four-storied building in Bin 
Durham area of Central Doha 
collapsed.

Evacuated families 
shifted to hotel

Continued from page 1 

HE Hanan Mohammed Al Kuwari
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TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 
DOHA

NEARLY 3,000 healthcare profession-
als from Qatar and around the world 
gathered virtually and in person last 
weekend for the region’s largest health-
care quality improvement and patient 
safety conference.

Running under the theme ‘Health-
care Resilience in Extraordinary Times’, 
the Middle East Forum on Quality and 
Safety in Healthcare was held over four 
days, including pre-conference work-
shop sessions and practical excursions 
held on Thursday and Friday that were 
followed by two-day intensive scientific 
sessions and plenaries delivered by re-
nowned leaders in quality improve-
ment.  This year’s forum highlighted 
the resilience of the quality and safety 
aspects of the world-class healthcare 
services provided to patients across Qa-
tar’s health system, especially over the 
last few years. 

The event is now in its tenth year and 
is organized by Hamad Medical Corpo-
ration (HMC) in collaboration with the 
Institute for Healthcare Improvement 
(IHI). There were more than 15 exhibi-
tors at the event, including the Ministry 
of Public Health, HMC’s Hamad Health-
care Quality Institute (HHQI), Primary 
Health Care Corporation, Itqan Simula-
tion Centre, Qatar Red Crescent, Sidra 
Medicine, Qatar University, and the 
World Innovation Summit for Health 
(WISH), who showcased improvement 
efforts and initiatives within their re-
spective organizations. The Knowledge 
Zone also featured activities showcas-
ing the healthcare sector partners’ piv-
otal role in the World Cup Qatar 2022 
alongside the milestones of the Qatar 
National Health Strategy 2018 to 2022. 

The event, which was opened by Her 
Excellency Dr Hanan Mohamed Al Ku-
wari, Minister of Public Health, boasted 
nearly 100 scientific posters on quality, 
safety, and healthcare improvement.

Nasser Al Naimi, Deputy Chief of 
Quality and Director of HHQI and Mid-
dle East Forum Co-Chair, explained 
how this year’s forum tracks and focus 
on healthcare resilience were reflected 
in the popular Knowledge Zone area 
of the event. “There are so many inter-

dependencies that need to be managed 
to initiate sustainable quality improve-
ment, and with our exhibits, we wanted 
to allow delegates to learn, reflect, be in-
spired, and share knowledge with other 
professionals –all in an exciting and fun 
environment,”  Al Naimi said. “Our focus 
this year allowed us to reflect on how far 
we have come in recent years in the face 
of the pandemic and how we responded 
to the World Cup Qatar 2022 challenge.”

Dr Abdullatif Al Khal, Deputy Chief 
Medical Officer, Director of Medical Ed-
ucation at HMC and Middle East Forum 
Co-Chair, said there was demonstrable 
value in having such a world-class edu-
cational event in Qatar. “This is a great 
opportunity for all healthcare profes-
sionals to participate in an international 
conference of a very high calibre with-
out having to travel far. Many attendees 
who have been delegates at one of our 
previous Forums are now presenting 
their work on quality and safety. Most of 
our speakers and presenters came from 
Qatar and the region, which is a real 
testimony to our progress in quality im-
provement understanding and applica-

tion since we held our first Middle East 
Forum a decade ago. With the experi-
ence we have all gained from respond-
ing to the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
health system’s role in the World Cup, 
we needed to meet to share our huge ex-
periences and ideas with others.”

Forum co-chair and HMC’s Chief 
Quality Officer Professor Abdul Badi 
Abou Samra said patient care is at the 
heart of what we do at HMC, and this 
yearly forum demonstrates HMC’s 
plans for continuous development. 

“The 2023 theme was an opportuni-
ty for us to reflect on the lessons learned 
from the pandemic and other challeng-
es we face, as well as look at strategies 
for the future,” Prof Abou Samra said. 

Chief Executive Officer of the IHI, 
Dr Kedar Mate, said 2023 marks the 
tenth year of the relationship between 
HMC and IHI. “Together, Hamad and 
IHI have set a bar for the world on 
what quality healthcare can and should 
mean, Dr Mate said. “One of the key ac-
complishments of our partnership—is 
the establishment of the Hamad Health-
care Quality Institute (HHQI), which 
is dedicated to the knowledge sharing 
that we believe is essential for sustain-
able change. Crucially, HHQI  recog-
nizes that everyone, from system lead-
ers to point-of-care staff, needs support 
through mentorship. HHQI has trained 
thousands of staff and leaders in just a 
few years. And now, HHQI, with IHI, 
is poised to serve a wider stakeholder 
group across Qatar and other health 
systems throughout the Middle East.”

Qatar showcases its world-class 
healthcare services at ME forum

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Primary Health Care 
Corporation (PHCC) has an-
nounced the implementation of 
annual growth charts and visual 
acuity test programmes in all 
public schools in the country, 
in cooperation and prior coor-
dination with the Non-commu-
nicable Diseases Department at 
the Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH).

The PHCC stated that the 
application of the World Health 
Organization’s growth charts 
programme targets all public 
school students from grades 1 to 
12 on an annual basis, pointing 
out that the programme aims to 
provide a database and build a 
surveillance system to monitor 
the growth of school students, 
and early detection of cases of 
growth disorders that may be 
related to the diet or lifestyle in 
general, which is represented 
in weight loss or short stature 
on the one hand, or weight gain 
and obesity on the other hand. 
In addition to referring these 
cases to PHCC health centres for 
follow-up and treatment, to pre-
vent obesity and obesity-related 
chronic diseases such as heart 
disease and diabetes.

The School Health Depart-
ment succeeded in completing 
the implementation of health 
surveys for the two programmes 
of growth plans and examina-
tion of visual acuity, and the 
completion of all procedures 
and requirements necessary 
for their implementation. The 
results showed huge progress: 
the number of those targeted 
in the growth plans programme 
reached 93,218 male and female 
students, and 92,984 male and 
female students were exam-
ined, with a rate of 98.1 percent, 
PHCC said.

It noted that the results of 
the health surveys of the growth 
charts programme showed that 
approximately 8,226 students 
have a defect in their growth in-
dicators, and it was found that 
43,000 suffer from short stat-
ure problems, 6,817 suffer from 
obesity problems and 463 suffer 
from thinness and underweight 
problems, explaining that all 
these students were transferred 
to health centres to be followed 
up by doctors specialising in this 
field and to receive the neces-
sary medical care.

PHCC explained that the 
visual acuity test programme, 
implemented annually among 
school students from grade one 
to 9th grade, aims at early de-
tection of cases of weakness and 
defects in visual acuity among 
students, as school health nurs-
ing has received theoretical and 
practical training on appropri-
ate methods and the health re-
quirements followed in exam-

ining visual acuity, in addition 
to the mechanism of electronic 
documentation and the proper 
transfer of cases discovered for 
students who suffer from a vi-
sion rate less than normal and 
transferring them to the oph-
thalmology clinic and the op-
tometry clinic of PHCC in order 
to dispense medical glasses and 
provide them with appropriate 
treatment.

As for the implementation 
of the visual acuity test pro-
gramme, PHCC revealed that 
the number of targeted students 
reached 50,065 students, as the 
visual acuity was measured for 
48,923 male and female stu-
dents at a rate of 97.8 percent, 
indicating that the results of the 
surveys revealed 6, 256 male 
and female students, which con-

stitutes a rate of 12.8 percent, 
suffer from poor visual acuity, 
and 99.6 percent of the detect-
ed students were transferred to 
PHCC health centres for follow-
up and to receive the necessary 
medical care.

Out of keenness to achieve 
the goals of the programme and 
with the joint cooperation with 
the MoPH, a training workshop 
was organised for all school 
health nurses on how to use de-
vices that measure indicators of 
growth and body mass indexes 
recommended by the World 
Health Organization, PHCC said.

PHCC confirmed that it was 
able, through the health files 
system, to follow up and track 
the implementation stages of 
the two programmes accurately 
and effectively, in cooperation 
with PHCC’s Department of 
Health Information Systems.

PHCC implements growth 
charts, visual acuity test 
schemes in public schools

The visual acuity test pro-
gramme, implemented annu-
ally among school students 
from grade one to 9, aims at 
early detection of cases of 
weakness and defects in vis-
ual acuity among students

HMC Ramadan working hoursPHCC centres’ 
working hours HAMAD Medical Corporation (HMC) 

has announced changes to the operat-
ing hours of a number of services during 
the Holy Month of Ramadan.  All emer-
gency and inpatient services across 
HMC’s network of hospitals, including 
paediatric emergency centres, will con-
tinue to operate as normal, 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. The changes to 
operating hours affect a number of ser-
vices delivered remotely via the Nation-
al Healthcare Helpline number: 16000

National Healthcare Helpline num-
ber: 16000 will be available 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week during Rama-
dan.  To access the service, call 16000, 
select language and select number ac-
cording to the service you require.

The Nesma’ak Customer Service 
helpline 16060 will continue to operate 
24 hours a day, seven days a week.

The Outpatient Department Clinics 
(OPD) clinics will run as usual and in 
conjunction with the Urgent Consulta-
tion Service between 9am and 2pm, 
Sunday to Thursday.  HMC Urgent Con-
sultation Service will be available from 
9am to 2pm from Sunday to Thursday. 

To access the service, call 16000, select 
language, select 3 for HMC and select 1 
for HMC Urgent Consultation.

The Mental Health Helpline will 
continue to operate from 8am to 8pm 
seven days a week. To access the ser-
vice, call 16000, select language and se-
lect 4 for Mental Health Helpline

HMC Pharmacy Medication Delivery 
will work from 9am to 2pm from Sunday 
to Thursday.  To access the service, call 
16000, select language, select 3 for HMC 
and select 2 for Medication Delivery.

The new Blood Donor Centre in the 
West Energy Centre will open from 8am 
to 1pm for non-Muslim donors, and 
from 6pm to 12 midnight from Sunday 
to Thursday. It closes on Friday and 
reopen on Saturday from 6pm to 2am. 

Note that the Satellite Blood Donor 
Centre next to Surgical Specialty Centre 
has permanently closed.

The Clinical Imaging Call Centre 
will operate as usual from Sunday to 
Thursday from 8am to 6pm, and on 
Saturday from 8am to 2pm. Patients 
can call or WhatsApp this service on 
44393377. (TNN)

QNA 
DOHA

THE Primary Health Care Corporation 
(PHCC) has announced the working 
hours of its health centres during the 
Holy Month of Ramadan as most of the 
31 centres work in two shifts, morning 
and evening.

Family Medicine and Support Ser-
vices in 25 health centres will operate 
seven days a week from 8am to 1pm and 
from 4pm to 12am. Al Wakra Health 
Centre will work continuously from 8am 
to 12am. Dental care services will oper-
ate in these centres during the weekdays 
in two shifts - morning from 8am to 1pm 
and evening from 7am to 12am.

The PHCC has designated the Raw-
dat Al Khail Health Centre to examine 
and quarantine suspected COVID-19 
cases during the weekdays around the 
clock. The hotline 40277077 operates to 
book vaccination appointments in two 
shifts, in the morning from 8am to 1pm, 
and from 4pm to 12am.

Diplomatic missions welcome students to become
‘Diplomat for a Day’ on International Women’s Day

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

IN commemoration of the International 
Women’s Day, female Ambassadors and 
Deputy Heads of mission of diplomatic 
missions in Qatar, including those of 
the United States, Greece, Netherlands, 
Canada, Austria, Bulgaria, Guinea, Mex-
ico, Thailand, Singapore, the Democrat-
ic Republic of the Congo and the United 
Nations Offices of Counter-Terrorism, 
Trade and Development, and Interna-
tional Organization for Migration, host-
ed the ‘Diplomat for a Day’ programme 
for female Qatari and international stu-
dents from Georgetown University in 
Qatar (GU-Q) throughout March.

The programme aimed to encourage 
students to become leaders and advo-
cates in their communities by providing 
them with mentorship opportunities 
and first-hand experience of what it 
means to be an official representative.  
US Deputy Chief of Mission HE Natalie 
Baker said: “The programme is part of 
the US Embassy’s efforts to promote 
gender equality and women’s empower-
ment.  We are committed to supporting 
initiatives that empower women and 
girls and promote their full and equal 

participation in all spheres of life, in-
cluding in diplomatic missions.”

Students were paired with female 
heads of diplomatic missions to learn 
about their day-to-day work, including 
attending meetings and briefings with 
consular, public affairs, and trade sec-
tions.  The programme concluded with 
a reception where the participants had 
the opportunity to network with other 
diplomatic missions and meet their 
counterparts.

Participating ambassadors shared 
their observations of meeting young 
women eager to learn about the work of 
diplomats.  

HE Karin Fichtinger-Grohe, Austrian 
Ambassador, said: “The programme en-

courages young women to pursue careers 
in diplomacy, politics, and other fields 
where they can make a positive impact.” 

HE Isabelle Martin, Ambassador of 
Canada, highlighted the importance of 
strong female role models in empower-
ing women and continuing the work of 
integration for total and systematic gen-
der equality.  

HE Valerie Lusamba Kabeya, Am-
bassador of the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo to Qatar, emphasized the ne-
cessity of women’s active participation 
for the development of nations and the 
importance of gender equality.

Inna Cherniak, a GU-Q student, 
described the programme as one of the 
highlights of her university experience 
and renewed her hope for her country’s 
future.  Fatima Al Kuwari, a participant 
in the programme, described the initia-
tive with the Austrian Ambassador as a 
truly immersive experience that taught 
her a lot about the work of diplomats.

 Shiekha Aldana Nasser Al Thani 
described the Diplomat for a Day pro-
gramme with the Royal Thai Embassy 
as an unforgettable experience that 
expanded her understanding of diplo-
macy and its role in promoting global 
harmony and progress.



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Foundation launched 
an inquiry-based afterschool 
mathematics programme that is 
helping high school students to 
think outside of the box to solve 
complex equations and word 
problems. 

Organised by QF Pre-Uni-
versity Education’s (PUE) stu-
dent enrichment programme, 
weekly sessions are led by 
mathematics professors from 
three QF partner universities 
– Texas A&M University at Qa-
tar (Tamuq), Carnegie Mellon 
University in Qatar (CMU-Q), 
and Weill Cornell Medicine Qa-
tar (WCM-Q) and Hamad Bin 
Khalifa University (HBKU).  

Anthony Weston, associate 
teaching professor  at CMU-Q, is 
part of a team of 12 responsible 
for setting up the programme. 
“The benefit to students is clear: 
it will broaden and deepen their 
exposure to the mathematical 
sciences, and it will help them 
build a platform for univer-
sity studies and STEM careers. 
They also get a taste of univer-
sity life and the opportunity to 
learn from an array of active 
mathematicians.” And inter-
est has been high, according to 

Weston. “Even with the initial 
sessions of the QF Math Circle, 
there has been a very high level 
of engagement and excitement 
expressed by the students. They 
have really been enjoying the 
programme so far.”  According 
to Dr Nordine Mir, professor 

of Mathematics at Tamuq, the 
programme was established to 
challenge the misconception 
that mathematics is just an ex-
ercise is memorizing numbers 
and formulas.  “The goal of the 
QF Math Circle is to correct 
misconceptions and to show the 

opposite, that is full of intuition 
and mostly concerned with un-
derstanding abstract concepts 
and making connections.”  Dr 
Mir also explained that the pro-
gramme offers a more flexible 
format compared to teaching a 
traditional math course.

QF brings afterschool mathematics 
to boost high school students’ skills 

QF’s Ramadan edu-series Siraj to begin Friday

Proteomics experts gather at 
QNL for research conference

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

Q’S edutainment TV series 
‘Siraj’ is set to launch a Rama-
dan edition for children. The 
episodes will air on March 24 
and continue throughout Ram-
adan on Fridays and Saturdays 
and can be watched on Qatar 
TV. Each episode will also be 
posted on the Siraj YouTube 
channel making it easier for 
families to watch and enjoy the 
show together. 

Ras hid and Noura, the 
beloved characters from the 
animated TV series Siraj, will 

take children on a journey of 
moral values. This will pro-
vide a unique opportunity for 
children to engage in a fun and 
interactive learning experience 
that aligns with the spirit of 
Ramadan.  

“The edition of Siraj is an 
educational journey for chil-
dren that brings together the 
values of Ramadan, and the 
heritage of the Arab world. 
Viewers can expect to be trans-
ported into the world of the 
Prophets and learn about im-
portant moral values such as 
honesty, patience, and respon-
sibility. Also, with each episode, 

the series aims to promote the 
Arabic language, local culture, 
and Islamic values,” said Sara 
Al Hajri,  associate director of 

culture, heritage and identity 
in the Education Development 
Institute of QF’s Pre-University 
Education.  

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

LEADING researchers in the 
field of proteomics convened 
at Qatar National Library for a 
two-day conference organised 
by Weill Cornell Medicine-Qa-
tar (WCM-Q). 

Researchers from Qatar, 
Switzerland, Germany, Spain, 
Sweden, the US, Canada and 
South Africa were in attend-
ance at the 2nd WCM-Q Prot-
eomics Conference to discuss 
the latest discoveries in prot-
eomics, a branch of molecular 
biology that studies the set of 
proteins expressed by the ge-
nome of an organism. 

Proteomics is considered 
an important field because it 
helps researchers understand 
the roles played by proteins in 
healthy and unhealthy cells, 
giving insight into fundamental 
biological processes. Proteom-
ics has many potential applica-
tions, including in personalised 
medicine, biomarker discovery 
to aid diagnosis of diseases, 
identifying potential targets 
for development of new drugs, 
and characterising complex 
molecular pathways that lead 
to disease, among other uses. 
Proteomics has also played a 
key role during the COVID-19 
pandemic, providing tools for 
researchers to analyse and un-
derstand the characteristics 
of COVID-19 and the SARS-
CoV-2 virus at the molecular 
level, which aided vaccine de-
sign.

The two-day conference be-
gan with welcoming remarks 
by Dr. Javaid Sheikh, dean of 
WCM-Q, and Dr. Mohammed 
Jarrar, senior scientific expert 
at the Qatar Research, Devel-
opment and Innovation Coun-
cil (QRDI Council). The main 
sponsor of the conference was 
Qatar National Research Fund 
(QNRF conference grant num-
ber CWSP22-C-0911-22039). 
There were also introductory 
remarks by the conference 
organizers, Prof. Dr. Frank 

Schmidt, associate professor of 
biology and director of the pro-
teomics core, and Dr. Karsten 
Suhre, professor of physiology 
and biophysics and director of 
the bioinformatics core, both of 
WCM-Q. 

In recent years, Doha has 
emerged as an important hub 
and centre of excellence in 
proteomics research thanks to 
significant investment in ex-
pertise and hi-tech research 
infrastructure. WCM-Q plans 
to host an international prot-
eomics conference on a regular 
basis to support the develop-
ment of this important area of 
scientific discovery. The con-
ference also provided a means 
for bridging the gaps between 
the complementary special-
isms of proteomics, genomics, 
and bioinformatics to facilitate 
‘multiomics’ approaches to re-
search.Dr. Sheikh said: “It is 

gratifying to welcome so many  
researchers in such an impor-
tant field of discovery to Qatar 
to share their expertise in prot-
eomics. We are very grateful to 
QNRF and the QRDI Council 
for sponsoring this conference, 
as we are to Qatar Foundation 
and the leadership of the State 
of Qatar for their stalwart sup-
port for our mission to con-
duct cutting-edge biomedical 
research in Qatar. We believe 
this area of research offers 
huge potential for enhancing 
healthcare and improving our 
understanding of biology at the 
fundamental level.” 

The conference heard from 
one of the pioneers of proteom-
ics, Dr. Ruedi Aebersold of the 
Institute of Molecular Systems 
Biology, who spoke about the 
use of mass spectrometry tech-
nology to measure multiple lay-
ers of proteomic information.
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DIFI participates in 
UN dialogues on 
COVID-19 effects

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

CHANGES to family life and 
well-being post COVID-19 and 
the role played by NGOs in sup-
porting the employment chal-
lenges families face were the 
focus of two side events organ-
ised by the Doha International 
Family Institute (DIFI) at the 
61st session of the Commission 
for Social Development. 

Both events were held in 
partnership with the Permanent 
Mission of the State of Qatar to 
the United Nations in prepara-
tion for the 30th anniversary 
of the International Year of the 
Family in 2024. 

The Doha Briefing event, or-
ganised in partnership with Per-
manent Mission of the League of 
Arab States to the UN, was held 
om the theme ‘Recovery from 
COVID-19: Consequences on 
employment and decent work 
among Arab families and its im-
plications on achieving SDG8 in 
the Arab world’. It focused on 
changes caused by COVID-19 
which have affected the health, 
social, economic, physical, and 
psychological well-being of fami-
lies, while experiences were ex-
changed on new evidence and 
innovations targeted at families. 

HE Ambassador Majid Abdel 
Fattah Abdel Aziz, permanent 
observer for the League of Arab 
States to the UN, said in his open-
ing remarks: “The COVID-19 

pandemic has left a profound ef-
fect on our Arab society, and we 
are now dealing with these inter-
twined crises, especially the chal-
lenges facing families in the Arab 
world and the social impacts on 
children.” 

Expressing concern about 
the impact of the pandemic on 
family cohesion, Her Excellency 
Ambassador Alya Ahmed S. Al 
Thani, permanent representative 
of the State of Qatar to the UN, 
who also gave opening remarks, 
said: “We want to empower 
families in order to continue to 
thrive, which is why it is impor-
tant to continuously participate 
in international platforms such 
as the Committee on Social De-
velopment at the UN.” 

Dr. Sharifa Noaman Al Ema-
di, executive director, DIFI, a QF 
member, presented evidence and 
findings of the institute’s studies, 
including a study conducted in 
2020 on ‘Overcoming Crises: 
The Impact of the Coronavirus 
on Family Cohesion in Qatari 
Society’, saying: “Producing and 
advocating for evidence is critical 
in supporting families in dealing 
with work challenges, especially 
post- pandemic.”  

Dr Nader Kabbani, director 
of research, Middle East Council 
on Global Affairs, said: “The pan-
demic increased awareness of 
the critical role that families play 
in promoting the social, econom-
ic, and psychological resilience 
and wellbeing of their members.” 
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Al Meera set to celebrate Ramadan with
exciting offers, rewards for customers

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AL Meera Consumer Goods 
Company is making Ramadan 
memorable for its valuable cus-
tomers with a wide array of Ram-
adan special promotions and 
offers, competitions and other 
activities as part of its efforts to 
meet customers’ demands, ele-
vate their experience during this 
special month, and provide ex-
ceptional services to all members 
of the community.  

To make basic food needs 
more affordable during the Holy 
Month of Ramadan in its more 
than 60 branches across the 
country, Al Meera is selling over 
900 items at discounted prices as 

per the directive from the Minis-
try of Commerce and Industry to 
provide its customers the oppor-
tunity to purchase high-quality 
products that have been carefully 
selected to cater to their specific 
needs in the holy month.  Fur-
thermore, the company has also 
introduced promotional prices for 
more than 500 highly demanded 
items every week since the last 
week of February and throughout 
the month of Ramadan.

The campaign, which comes 
as part of the company’s commit-
ment to offer the best products 
to consumers at the best value, 
covers various products such 
as flour, dairy products, juices, 
chicken, rice, oil, water and other 
frequently needed products dur-

ing the fasting season.  
Al Meera will also launch 

Fawazeer Al Meera starting the 
first day of Ramadan, an en-
tertaining online competition 
running throughout the holy 
month, for customers to get the 
chance to win daily prizes of QR 
1,000 in Meera Rewards points 
every day. In addition, Al Meera 
will also introduce two weekly 
activations ‘Find the Crescent’ 
and ‘Ramadan Recipe’ through 
which customers can win valu-
able prizes such as TVs and other 

electronic gadgets. 
To take part in the campaigns 

for a chance to win, customers 
can follow Al Meera on Facebook 
(@AlMeeraQATAR) and Insta-
gram (@AlMeeraQATAR) every 
day, answer the daily questions 
and look out for the daily winner 
announcement.

Sharing the joy of the blessed 
month with the less privilege 
people and low-income earners, 
Al Meera has collaborated with 
Qatar Charity on the ‘Shop and 
Donate’ campaign through which 

a share of revenue from more 
than 2,000 products will be do-
nated to Qatar Charity to support 
its humanitarian activities during 
the month.  Al Meera has also dis-
tributed over 1,000 gift vouchers 
to Qatar Charity to be distributed 
to families in need in Qatar. 

To enable individuals to 
spread the blessings of Ramadan, 
Al Meera has made gift vouchers 
available in 22 branches for peo-
ple to buy and give to their loved 
ones or those in need. Moreover, 
as its usual tradition, Al Meera 
has made Ramadan boxes avail-
able a month in advance for cus-
tomers to purchase or to drop off 
at Qatar Charity stations in select 
Al Meera branches for onward 
distribution to the beneficiaries.

Commenting on the Rama-
dan campaign, Al Meera man-
agement said, “Since its incep-
tion, Al Meera has committed to 
always making the Holy Month 
of Ramadan a special season for 
its customers by not only provid-
ing their basic needs during the 

month, but also making the items 
available at the lowest prices pos-
sible. This year, our clients will be 
able to purchase more than 900 
products at discounted prices, 
enjoy special promotional prices 
on over 500 items every week, 
participate in exciting competi-
tions and win valuable prizes, 
and donate to charity causes. 

“At Al Meera, we see Rama-
dan as a rare opportunity for us 
to give back to the communi-
ties where we operate as a re-
sponsible corporate citizen by 
providing the same high-quality 
products at reduced prices and 
cooperating with charity organi-
zations to help people in need. 
We are committed to prioritiz-
ing customers’ satisfaction in all 
our activities and campaigns to 
maintain our position as ‘Your 
Favorite Neighborhood Retailer’. 
We wish Qatar’s wise leadership, 
government, people, and our val-
ued customers a blessed Rama-
dan filled with good health, joy 
and Allah’s favors.”

Souq Al Wakra Hotel unveils Ramadan offers
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

SOUQ Al Wakra Hotel, nestled 
in the historic Al Wakra Souq, 
is offering an exclusive experi-
ence of Qatari hospitality with 
its exquisite Ramadan offers. 

As the Holy month be-
gins, the hotel is excited to 
present a bundle of curated 
offers designed to provide 
guests with a memorable 
Ramadan experience.

The Ramadan tent near the 
fountain area and Emshoot 
restaurant is the perfect place 
to break your fast with friends 
and family. Guests can indulge 
in a delectable assortment of 
soups, baked goods, salads, hot 
and cold mezzah, appetisers 
and a selection of international 
main courses. 

The grill station offers a 
succulent BBQ, while the des-
sert station serves mouthwa-

tering sweets and Ramadan 
beverages.

On Thursdays and Fridays, 
guests can enjoy the exquisite 
Suhour buffet from 9:30pm to 
1am, while on other days, visi-
tors can relish a specially curat-
ed set menu from 9:30 pm to 
1am. Kids under six years can 
dine for free and those below 12 
will get a 50 percent discount.

For those looking for a re-
laxing experience, Souq Al 

Wakra Hotel’s Ramadan Spa 
offer is a must-try. Guests can 
avail themselves of a 60-min-
ute facial massage by profes-
sional experts to soothe and 
rejuvenate their senses.

To complete the Ramadan 
experience, Souq Al Wakra Ho-
tel has introduced a special stay 
offer from March 22 to April 
20. Guests can enjoy Iftar and 
Suhour for two with the ability 
to upgrade their rooms for free 

- subject to availability. The of-
fer also includes a 20 percent 
discount on spa treatments, 
early check-in and late check-
out - subject to availability.

To ensure that everyone 
can enjoy their delicious Ram-
adan cuisine, Souq Al Wakra 
Hotel’s Iftar and Suhour will 
also be available through Tala-
bat and Snoonu apps, allowing 
guests to enjoy their meals in 
the comfort of their homes.

TJQ fetes new office-bearers of Indian apex organisations
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Telangana Jagruthi Qatar 
(TJQ), an organisation of Indi-
an expatriates affiliated to the 
Indian Cultural Centre (ICC), 
recently held a session on the 
UN theme ‘digitALL: Innova-
tion and Technology for Gen-
der Equality’ at Ashoka Hall of 
the ICC. 

Shantha Thoutam, chief 
innovation officer, Telangana 
State Innovation Council, Gov-
ernment of Telangana, deliv-
ered an empowering talk on 
‘Innovation and Digital Equal-
ity’. Dr Alpana Deepak Mit-
tal was the chief guest and Dr 
Kushboo was the guest of hon-
our at the event.

ICBF Acting President Vi-
nod Nair, President-elect of 
the ICC AP Manikantan, ICBF 

President-elect, Shanavas 
Bava, ISC President-elect EP 
Abdul Rahman,  ICBF Man-
aging Committee-elects KV 
Boban, Muhammad Kunhi, 
Deepak Shetty and Kuldeep 
Kaur Bahl, ICC Managing 
Committee-elects Suma Ma-
hesh Gowda, Adv Jaffarkhan, 
Abraham K Joseph, Mohan 
Kumar Subramanya Hebbage-
lu,  Satyanarayana Malireddy 

and Sajeev Satyaseelan,  and 
ISC Managing Committee-
elects Pradeep Pillai, Shalini 
Tiwari, Nihad Ali and Joao 
Desa were felicitated on the 
occasion.

KS Prasad Rao, chairman 
of ICC Advisory Council, sen-
ior community leaders  Jop-
pachen Thekkekutt,   Hyder 
Chungakkara, Ravindra Pras-
ad, Eapen Thomas, Basheer, 

Abdul Raoof Kondutty, Joji 
George and Venkappa Bhaga-
vatula were among the distin-
guished guests. 

Nandini Abbagouni, presi-
dent of Telangana Jagruthi 
Qatar, said, “We organise 
Women’s Day celebrations an-
nually as it gives a platform to 
introduce the woman achievers 
around us and listen to their 
motivational stories that in-

spire other women to overcome 
any obstacles life has to offer.” 

The celebrations included 
a contest titled ‘Sampradaa, 
extraordiNAREE in SAREE’, 
where women presented the 
vibrant and unique bridal wear 
from all parts of India, from 
Kashmir to Kanyakumari. 

‘Butta Bomma’s ethnic 
fashion show for girls was held 
to promote the traditional 

wear and it left the crowd ask-
ing for more. 

The contest was adjudged 
by women and child devel-
opment evangelist and ICC 
Managing Committee mem-
ber Suma Mahesh Gowda and 
ICBF Managing Committee 
member Kuldeep Kaur Bahl. 
Various cultural performances 
enthralled the audiences at the 
programme.

talabat Mart offers Ramadan essentials
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

AS the Holy Month of Rama-
dan approaches and people 
start shopping for daily es-
sentials to prepare their fa-
vourite meals and share with 
their loved ones, talabat Mart 
is bringing a wide selection of 
offerings, providing customers 
with a reliable and conveni-
ent everyday experience at the 
push of a button to be deliv-
ered 30 minutes or less.
WHAT’S IN STORE? 

Whether it’s icy cold bever-
ages like Vimto Fruit Cordial 
and Tang Juices, that complete 
your Ramadan experience, 
Switz Samosa Sheets to create 
your absolute must-have sa-
voury item, something to sat-
isfy your sweet tooth like Fos-
ter Clark’s Custard Powder or 
Qbake’s Crepe Original, talabat 
Mart has got you covered, with 
all of these and more! 

ESCAPE THE HASSLE 
Struggling to manage your 

schedule amidst the overwhelm-
ing Ramadan grocery shopping 
rush? Swamped with the Rama-
dan grocery shopping spree, and 
trying to get your timings right? 
talabat Mart is here to the res-
cue! Allow yourself to fully im-
merse in the spirit of communi-
ty, reflection and celebration this 
Ramadan with the talabat mart’s 
wide range of offerings.

In addition to basics like 

Quaker White Oats, Punjab Bas-
mati Rice, and delicious Knorr 
Soups, you’ll be spoilt for choice 
for other delectable treats in-
cluding Foster Clark’s Straw-
berry Jelly or Doha Dates Khalas 
Singles to round off your Rama-
dan meals. While you are fasting 
during the holy month, please 
do not shy away from having the 
most fresh items in your kitchen! 
talabat Mart is here to offer fresh 
varieties of poultry, vegetables 
and dairy products.

Commenting on the occa-
sion, talabat Mart’s General 
Manager, Carla Ferreira said: 
“As the Holy Month of Rama-
dan draws near, we extend our 
warmest wishes to everyone for 
good health, joy, and blessings. 
By continuously bringing a relia-
ble and convenient everyday ex-
perience to customers, we hope 
to give them more time back to 
focus on Ramadan and spend-
ing time with their families and 
loved ones. Ramadan Kareem!”.

SET THE RAMADAN THEME
Looking to add that finishing 

touch to your space with Rama-
dan-themed décor? Create the 
perfect ambiance for your Rama-
dan celebrations with Rankoussi 
cushions and Ramadan lanterns 
& lights - just an order away on 
talabat Mart. Enhance the joy of 
sharing meals with your friends 
and family in the perfect setting! 
Who doesn’t love a reliable and 
convenient solution?

Shopping can wear you 
out, especially during Rama-
dan. However, with the option 
of ordering your essentials at 
the push of a button, you can 
get some time back to spend 
in spiritually rewarding acts, 
or even with family and loved 
ones. A seamless in-app experi-
ence, reliable delivery, and wide 
selection of products to choose 
from? We’re sold! Customers 
can download talabat on the iOS 
App Store, Google Play Store 
and Huawei App Gallery.

Al Najada Hotel
reveals exciting 
Ramadan offers

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AL Najada Hotel Doha has intro-
duced a set of exquisite and ap-
pealing offers for the holy month 
of Ramadan, conceptualised to 
provide an authentic and unique 
experience for families, individu-
als, and corporates to enjoy the 
exclusive atmosphere and have 
a distinctive and unforgettable 
Ramadan experience at one of 
the most prestigious destinations 
in Qatar.

During the holy month, Al 
Baraha Restaurant, overlooking 
Al Najada Square, will provide 
gourmet offerings for those look-
ing to relish the most delicious 
Arab and international cuisine 
through the luxurious daily iftar 
buffet in an exceptional atmos-
phere inside the restaurant or in 
its outdoor courtyard.

The iftar buffet which will be 
prepared by the hotels talented 
chefs will be packed with a va-
riety and fresh options, starting 
with various selections of soups 
and cold & hot appetisers to a 
diverse selection of oriental and 
western main courses, all the 
way to various types of sweets 
and juices. 

Furthermore, Al Baraha will 
welcome during the holy month 
kids under six years to enjoy the 
buffet for free, while those below 
12 will be entitled to get 50% dis-

count. To share with the guests 
the best of Ramadan, Al Najada 
Hotel is offering a 10% discount 
on the booking of 10 persons or 
more, and 15% off for groups 
over 50 people.

To provide an unmatched 
stay experience combining both 
authenticity and modernity, Al 
Najada Hotel has also launched 
the special Ramadan accommo-
dation offer for the period from 
March 23 to April 22, which 
guarantees the opportunity to 
enjoy a distinctive hospitable at-
mosphere.  

The stay includes accom-
modation for two in one of the 
hotel’s iconic rooms, the abil-
ity to upgrade the room for free 
(subject to room availability), if-
tar & suhour for two at Al Baraha 
Restaurant, in addition to a 20% 
discount on spa treatments, and 
early check-in and late check-out 
(subject to room availability).

With the hotel’s constant 
endeavour to enrich the expe-
rience of the guests by provid-
ing top-class service, Al Baraha 
restaurant will be introducing 
for the first time the Ramadan 
Ghabga from 9:00 pm until 
1:00 am, providing the oppor-
tunity to the largest number of 
guests to enjoy the Ramadan 
atmosphere.

For bookings and inquires 
please call +974 55293149 or 
email fb.tnjd@tivolihotels.com

 Fawazeer Ramadan on social media to give away       
      daily prizes of QR1,000 in Meera Reward Points 
 Weekly promotional prices for more than 500 items
 Shop & Donate campaign in collaboration with     
      Qatar Charity on more than 2,000 products

Nation
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QATAR Chamber has recently 
participated in the Business 
Conference of Russian and Qa-
tari companies which was held 
by the Qatari-Russian Business 
Council on Wednesday via vid-
eo conferencing with the par-
ticipation of many representa-
tives of a number of Qatari and 
Russian companies.

Board Member Ali Abdul-
latif Al Misnad attended the 
seminar along with Tatiana 
Rushkevich, Deputy General 
Director of the Russian-Qatari 
Business Council; Vardanyan 
Suren, Vice President of the 
Moscow Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, and repre-
sentative of Qatar’s Embassy to 
the Russian Federation, as well 
as many government officials 
from Russia.

Speaking at the seminar, 
Misnad said that Qatar and 
the Russian Federation are as-
sociated with distinguished 
and close relations in all fields, 
especially in the economic and 
commercial aspects, noting 
that there are several agree-
ments and MoU signed be-
tween them on economic, 
trade, and technical aspects.

He indicated that Rus-
sia welcomed Qatar as a guest 

country at the St. Petersburg 
International Economic Forum 
(SPIEF 2021) in which a large 
Qatari delegation participated, 
stressing that the forum was a 
leading platform for establish-
ing new business ties and sign-
ing partnership agreements 
between both sides and ended 
by signing more than 60 MoUs 
and agreements between Qa-
tari and Russian entities in 
some of the most important 
sectors of business, investment 

and trade, sports, tourism, ed-
ucation, and more.

As for trade, he said that the 
two countries’ volume of trade 
exchange reached QR566 mil-
lion in 2022, adding that there 
are a lot of jointly- owned Qa-
tari-Russian companies operat-
ing in Qatar in varied economic 
and commercial sectors.

“There are many Qatari in-
vestments in Russia in many 
sectors such as petrochemical 
and banking. Qatar is currently 

one of the largest foreign inves-
tors in Russia’s economy from 
the GCC region,” he said.

He confirmed that Qatari 
businessmen are eager to boost 
cooperation with their Russian 
counterparts and learn about 
the opportunities available for 
investment in Russia, pointing 
out that Qatar also welcomes 
the Russian investments in al-
most all sectors, which offers 
an advanced infrastructure, fa-
vourable legislation, and a pro-

investment climate.
QC board member affirmed 

the Qatar Chamber’s interest to 
enhance cooperation relations 
between Qatari and Russian 
firms, noting that it encour-
ages businessmen from both 
friendly countries to enter into 
new partnerships and estab-
lish commercial alliances and 
investment projects that are of 
benefit to both economies.

Vardanyan Suren, Vice 
President of the Moscow 

Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, said that the seminar 
gathered an elite of Qatari and 
Russian businessmen to review 
cooperation ties, noting that 
there is a joint interest from 
both sides to enhance coopera-
tion and establish partnerships 
that are of good for both coun-
tries’ economies.

Suren noted that there is 
cooperation between both sides 
in various sectors such as retail, 
hospitality, and energy, express-
ing his hope to see more partner-
ships in high technology which 
offers a host of investment op-
portunities in this sector.

He also welcomed the visit 
of Qatari business delegation to 
Russia to meet with their Rus-
sian counterparts and explore 
areas of cooperation in specific 
sectors.

On her part, the Deputy 
General Director of the Rus-
sian-Qatari Business Council 
Tatiana Rushkevich stressed 
the council’s interest to organ-
ise this seminar to provide a 
platform for businessmen from 
both sides to explore coopera-
tion horizons and investments 
opportunities available in both 
countries.

During the meeting, a num-
ber of presentations from many 
Qatari and Russian companies 
were delivered.

Qatar-Russia trade value rises 
to QR566 mn in 2022: Misnad

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Islamic Bank (QIB) has 
announced the working hours 
of its branches during the holy 
month of Ramadan for the cur-
rent year 2023, to ensure the 
customers have access to QIB’s 
banking services at convenient 
hours throughout the month.

Starting from March 23, 
QIB’s mall branches at Al 
Gharafa (QMall), Dar Al Salam, 
Doha Festival City, City Center, 
Place Vendome, and Mall of Qa-
tar will operate from Saturday 
to Thursday from 10 am to 2:30 
pm, and 9 pm to 11:30 pm, and 
evening time only on Fridays. 

Tawar Mall and Al Mirqab 
Mall branches will continue 
to serve customers from Sat-
urday to Thursday only from 
10:00am to 3:30pm.

The following branches will 
be open from Sunday to Thurs-
day from 9 am to 2 pm and will 
be closed on Fridays and Sat-
urdays: Corporate Branch at 
Grand Hamad Street, Al Fanar, 
Old Airport Street, Al Rayyan, 
Al Sadd, C-Ring Tamayuz 
Center, Al Khor, Salwa Road, 
Al Wakra, Ministry of Health, 
Msaieed, Industrial branch, Al-
Shahaniya, Al Jazeera Media 
Network, and QatarEnergy.

Corporate and SME custom-

ers will continue to be serviced 
at Grand Hamad Street branch 
from Sunday to Thursday from 
9 am to 2 pm, and Salwa Road 
and Al Rayyan branches for all 
cash and cheques transactions 
at the same timings. 

The service centers in C-
Ring Road, and Al Fanar and the 
Wage Protection System (WPS) 
Center will be welcoming cus-
tomers from Sunday to Thurs-
day from 9 am to 2 pm, and the 
C-Ring Center will be open in the 
evening as well from 8 pm to 11 
pm. All the service centers will be 
closed on Fridays and Saturdays.

Retail and corporate cus-
tomers are invited to also 
utilize QIB’s Retail and Cor-
porate Internet Banking plat-
forms and mobile applications 
as well as the Call Center on 
4444 8444, virtual assistant 
‘Zaki’ and the 178 ATMs and 
Cash Deposit machines spread 
across the country.

QIB continues to develop 
innovative solutions as part 
of its digital transformation 
strategy with customers relying 
more on its award-winning dig-
ital solutions to manage their 
day-to-day banking needs. The 
bank implements efficient, reli-
able, and easy-to-use digital so-
lutions to help customers navi-
gate their finances in a safe, 
fast, and convenient way.

QIB announces working 
hours during Ramadan

Qatar Chamber officials participate in the Business Conference of Russian and Qatari companies which 
was held by the Qatari-Russian Business Council on Wednesday via video conference. A number of 
representatives from Qatari and Russian companies also took part in the conference.

Qatar Chamber Board Member 
Ali Abdullatif Al Misnad

QNA
DOHA 

THE volume of real estate 
trading in sale contracts reg-
istered with the Real Estate 
Registration Department at 
the Ministry of Justice during 
February 2023 amounted to 
QR2.4 billion.

The data of the real estate 
analytical bulletin issued by 
the Ministry of Justice re-
vealed that 382 real estate 
transactions were recorded 
during the month of February.

Compared to January 
2023, the real estate index 
increased by 70 percent while 
the value of real estate trading 
index increased by 79 percent, 
and the traded areas index in-
creased by 51 percent.

Doha, Al Rayyan, and Al 
Daayen Municipalities topped 
the most active transactions in 
terms of financial value during 
February 2023, according to 
the real estate market index, 
followed by Al Wakrah, Umm 
Slal, Al Khor & Dhakira, and Al 
Shamal Municipalities.

The real estate market in-
dex for the month of Febru-
ary revealed that the financial 
value of Doha Municipality’s 
transactions amounted to QR 
947,788,289 million.

The financial value 
of Al Rayyan Municipal-
ity’s transactions amounted to 
QR591,552,282 million. 

The financial value of 
Al Dhaayen Municipal-
ity’s transactions amounted to 
QR194,611,364 million and the 
financial value of Al Wakrah 
Municipality’s transactions 
amounted to QR142,740,491 
million.

Umm Salal Municipality 
recorded transactions with a 
value of QR80,410,439 mil-
lion, and Al Khor & Dha-
kira Municipality recorded 
transactions with a value 
of QR59,605,402 million. 
Al Shamal Municipality re-
corded trading with a value of 
QR23,850,000 million. 

In terms of the traded 
space index, indicators re-
veal that Al Rayyan, Doha, 
and Al Wakrah Municipali-
ties recorded the most ac-
tive municipalities in terms 
of traded real estate spaces 
during the month of Febru-
ary, with 38 percent for Al 
Rayyan Municipality, fol-
lowed by Doha Municipal-
ity with 19 percent, Al Wak-
rah with 17 percent, and Al 
Dhaayen with 11 percent, 
while Umm Slal recorded six 
percent, Al Khor and Dha-
kira Municipalities recorded 
five percent, and Al Shamal 
recorded four percent of the 
total traded spaces each.

In terms of the index of the 
number of real estate transac-
tions sold properties, trading 
indices revealed that the most 
active municipalities during 
the month of February were 
Al Rayyan Municipality (27 
percent), followed by Al Wak-
rah Municipality (24percent), 
Doha and Al Dhaayen Munici-
palities (15percent) each, and 
Umm Slal Municipality (8 per-
cent), while Al Khor & Dhakira 
Municipality recorded (7per-
cent) and Al Shamal Munici-
pality recorded (4percent) of 
the total real estate transac-
tions.

Average per square foot 
prices for the month of Febru-

ary ranged between (1338-632) 
in Doha, (459-180) in Al Wak-
rah, (579-311) in Al Rayyan, 
(453-327) in Umm Slal, (677-
324) in Al Dhaayen, (446-206) 
in Al Khor & Dhakira, and 
(369-171) in Al Shamal.

The trading volume re-
vealed that the highest value 
of (10) properties sold was re-
corded for the month of Feb-
ruary, recording six properties 
in Doha Municipality and four 
properties in Al Rayyan Mu-
nicipality.

As for the volume of mort-
gage transactions that took 
place during the month of 
February 2023, the number of 
mortgage transactions amount-
ed to 92 transactions, with a to-
tal value of QR 4,313,659,151.

Doha and Al Rayyan Mu-
nicipalities recorded the high-
est number of mortgage trans-
actions with 32 transactions, 
equivalent to 34.3 percent of 
the total number of mortgaged 
properties, followed by Umm 
Slal and Al Khor & Dhakira 
Municipalities with 11 transac-
tions, equivalent to 12 percent 
each of the total number of 
mortgaged properties.

Al Dhaayen Municipality 
recorded seven transactions, 
equivalent to 10.6 percent of 
the total mortgaged properties, 
then Al Dhaayen Municipal-
ity recorded five transactions 

equivalent to 5.4 percent, and 
Al Wakrah Municipality with 
one transactions, equivalent to 
101 percent of the total mort-
gaged properties during the 
month.

As for the value of mort-
gages, Doha Municipality 
came in the lead with a value 
of QR3,631,400,183, while Al 
Wakrah Municipality recorded 
the lowest value amounting to 
QR6,963,128.

Looking at the indicator 
of the movement of mortgage 
transactions by studying the 
ratio of the number of mort-
gaged properties to the ratio of 
their financial value, it is found 
that the ratio of the number of 
mortgaged properties is greater 
than the ratio of the amounts 
of mortgage transactions in all 
municipalities that witnessed 
mortgage transactions, except 
for Doha Municipality, where 
it is found that the amounts 
of mortgage transactions 
achieved a higher rate com-
pared to the number of mort-
gage transactions.

Tracking the movement 
and volume of mortgage trans-
actions that took place during 
the month of February, it is 
found that Doha Municipal-
ity recorded 8 of the top 10 
mortgaged properties, while 
Al Rayyan and Al Dhaayen re-
corded one mortgaged proper-
ties each.

The volume of mortgage 
transactions for the high-
est (10) properties reached 
83percent of the total value of 
all mortgage transactions that 
took place during the month of 
February.

As for trading in the Pearl 
and Al Qassar Area, the num-
ber of transactions registered 
during February 2023 in-
creased compared to the num-
ber of transactions registered 
during January 2023, the num-
ber of transactions amounted 
to 44 deals for residential units 
included in the buying and sell-
ing transactions, with a total 
value of QR85,644,819.

Real estate trade exceeds 
QR2 bn in February 2023 

As many as 382 real estate transactions were recorded during the 
month of February this year.
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THE Federal Reserve is grap-
pling with a hazier economic 
picture, clouded by turmoil in 
the banking industry and still-
high inflation, just as it meets 
to decide whether to keep rais-
ing interest rates or declare a 
pause.

Most Fed watchers expect 
the central bank to announce 
on Wednesday afternoon a 
relatively modest quarter-
point hike in its benchmark 
rate, its ninth increase since 
March of last year. Yet for the 
first time in recent memory, 
there remains some uncer-
tainty about what the Fed 
will announce when it issues 
its policy statement at 2 p.m. 
Eastern time.

The central bank will not 
only have to decide whether 
to extend its year-long streak 
of rate hikes despite the jitters 
roiling the financial industry. 
The Fed’s policymakers will 
also try to peer into the future 
and forecast the likely path of 
growth, employment, inflation 
and their own interest rates.

Those forecasts will be par-
ticularly difficult this time. In 
their most recent forecasts in 
December, Fed officials pro-
jected that they would raise 
their short-term rate to about 
5.1% by the end of this year, 
roughly a half-point above the 
current level. Some Fed watch-
ers expect the policymakers on 
Wednesday to raise that fore-
cast to 5.3%.

But the upheaval in the 
banking industry has made 
any expectations far less cer-
tain. The Fed is meeting less 
than two weeks after Silicon 
Valley Bank failed in the sec-
ond-largest bank collapse in 
American history. That shock 
was followed by the failure of 
another major bank, Signature 
Bank. A third, First Republic 
Bank, was saved from collapse 
by a $30 billion cash infusion.

Given the heightened un-
certainties overhanging the fi-
nancial system, there’s a small 
chance that the Fed could 
decide not to issue its usual 
quarterly projections. Three 
years ago, when the pandemic 
struck, the Fed moved up a 
scheduled policy meeting to a 
Sunday, rather than on Tues-
day and Wednesday, to ur-
gently address the economic 
anxieties caused by new pan-
demic restrictions. After that 
meeting, the Fed didn’t release 
any quarterly projections.

At the time, Powell said 
that issuing economic and 
interest rate forecasts, when 
the consequences of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic were so un-
clear, “could have been more 
of an obstacle to clear commu-
nication than a help.” Still, the 
unusual decision then was as 
much a reflection of the chaos 
of the early pandemic as it was 
of the uncertain outlook.

If the Fed does raise its 
key rate by a quarter-point on 
Wednesday, it would reach 
roughly 4.9%, the highest 
point in nearly 16 years. Early 
this month, Powell had said in 
congressional testimony that a 
half-point rate increase would 
be possible at this week’s 
meeting. The banking crisis 
has suddenly upended that 
outlook.

It will be a tough call for the 
11 Fed officials who will vote 
on the rate decision. With hir-
ing still strong, consumers still 
spending and inflation still ele-
vated, a rate hike would normal-
ly be a straightforward move.

Not this time. The Fed is 
expected to treat inflation and 
financial turmoil as two sepa-
rate problems, to be managed 
simultaneously by separate 
tools: Higher rates to address 
inflation and greater Fed lend-
ing to banks to calm financial 
turmoil.

Complicating matters will 
be the difficulty in determin-

ing the impact on the economy 
of the collapse of Silicon Valley 
and Signature. The Fed, Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corp., 
and Treasury Department 
agreed to insure all the depos-
its at those banks, including 
those above the $250,000 cap. 
The Fed also created a new 
lending program to ensure 
that banks can access cash to 
repay depositors, if needed.

But economists warn that 
many mid-sized and small 
banks, in order to conserve 
capital, will likely become 
more cautious in their lending. 
A tightening of bank credit 
could, in turn, reduce business 
spending on new software, 
equipment and buildings. It 
could also make it harder for 
consumers to obtain auto or 
other loans.

Some economists worry 
that such a slowdown in lend-
ing could be enough to tip the 
economy into recession. Wall 
Street traders are betting that a 
weaker economy will force the 
Fed to start cutting rates this 
summer. Futures markets have 
priced in three quarter-point 
cuts by the end of the year.

The Fed would likely wel-
come slower growth, which 

would help cool inflation. But 
few economists are sure what 
the effects would be of a pull-
back in bank lending.

Other major central banks 
are also seeking to tame high 
inflation without worsening 
the financial instability caused 
by the two U.S. bank collapses 
and a hasty sale of the troubled 
Swiss bank Credit Suisse to its 
rival UBS.

Even with the anxie-
ties surrounding the global 
banking system, the Bank 
of England faces pressure 
to approve an 11th straight 
rate hike Thursday with an-
nual inflation having reached 
10.4%.

And the European Central 
Bank, saying Europe’s banking 
sector was resilient, last week 
raised its benchmark rate by a 
half point to combat inflation 
of 8.5%. 

At the same time, the ECB 
president, Christine Lagarde, 
has shifted to an open-ended 
stance regarding further in-
creases. In light of uncertain-
ties, she said, “we are neither 
committed to raise further nor 
are we finished with hiking 
rates.”

In the United States, most 
recent data still points to a sol-
id economy and rampant hir-
ing. Employers added a robust 
311,000 jobs in February, the 
government said earlier this 
month. And while the unem-
ployment rate rose, from 3.4% 
to a still-low 3.6%, that mostly 
reflected an influx of new job-
seekers who were not immedi-
ately hired.

Consumer spending was 
robust in January, fueled in 
part by a large cost-of-living 
adjustment for 70 million re-
cipients of Social Security and 
other benefits. The Federal Re-
serve Bank of Atlanta projects 
that the economy will have 
expanded at a healthy annual 
rate of 3.2% in the first three 
months of this year.

Federal Reserve chair Jerome Powell addresses a recent news conference, at the Federal Reserve Board in Washington. With inflation still high 
and anxieties gripping the banking industry, the Fed and  Jerome Powell faced a complicated task at their latest policy meeting on Wednesday.

 The Fed meeting less than two weeks after SVB failed in US’ second-largest bank collapse

Fed facing a blurrier outlook 
as it meets to weigh rate hike

AGENCIES

EUROPEAN Central Bank 
President Christine Lagarde 
said future interest rate deci-
sions are open after upheaval 
in the global banking system 
left the economic outlook  
“blurrier” than just a few weeks 
ago.

Whether to keep hiking 
rates would depend on incom-
ing data, above all whether the 
bank could see signs that pain-
fully high inflation is headed 
convincingly down, she said 
during a conference Wednes-
day at Frankfurt’s Goethe Uni-
versity.

“With high uncertainty, it 
is even more important that 
the rate path is data depend-
ent,” she said. That means “we 
are neither committed to raise 
further nor are we finished with 
hiking rates.”

She said “the recent finan-
cial market tensions ” have 
“added new downside risks and 
have made the risk assessment 
blurrier.”

The open-ended approach 
is a shift from the ECB’s earlier 
stance of clearly indicating that 
more rate hikes were in the off-
ing as it underlined its deter-
mination to reduce inflation.

But the failure of Silicon 
Valley Bank in the U.S. has sent 
shudders through financial 
markets due to fears that other 
banks may suffer losses as cen-
tral banks in the U.S., Britain 
and Europe rapidly increase 
interest rates to battle inflation.

Investor worries about 
banks were intensified by trou-
bles at Swiss bank Credit Sui-
sse, which was rescued through 
a takeover by rival UBS. Trou-
bles at Credit Suisse long pre-
dated the increases in interest 
rates, however.

The ECB raised rates by 
a larger-than-usual half-per-
centage point Thursday after 
all but promising the move in 
January. It’s targeting con-
sumer prices that rose 8.5% 
last month from a year earlier 
in the 20 countries that use the 
euro currency.

Higher rates cool off infla-
tion by making borrowing more 
expensive for new purchases or 
expanding a business, reducing 
demand for goods. 

But with the banking tur-
moil, commercial banks may 
become more hesitant to risk 
lending, which could restrict 
credit more than central banks 
might have intended. 

The U.S. Federal Reserve 
is facing a similar conundrum 
Wednesday. Before the bank 
woes, the Fed was expected to 
raise rates by a quarter- or even 
half-point.

In Europe, Lagarde made 
clear that she sees “no trade-
off” between fighting inflation 
and supporting stability in the 
banking system.

Lagarde: 
Future rate 
hikes open

TikTok  
updates 
content 
rulebook
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TIKTOK on Tuesday rolled 
out updated rules and 
standards for content and 
users as it faces increas-
ing pressure from Western 
authorities over concerns 
that material on the popu-
lar Chinese-owned video-
sharing app could be used 
to push false information.

The company released 
a reorganized set of com-
munity guidelines that 
include eight principles to 
guide content moderation 
decisions.

“These principles are 
based on our commitment 
to uphold human rights 
and aligned with interna-
tional legal frameworks,” 
said Julie de Bailliencourt, 
TikTok’s global head of 
product policy.

She said TikTok strives 
to be fair, protect human 
dignity and balance free-
dom of expression with 
preventing harm.

The Chinese-owned 
app has come under fire in 
the U.S., Europe and Asia-
Pacific, where a growing 
number of governments 
have banned TikTok from 
devices used for official 
business over worries it 

poses risks to cybersecurity 
and data privacy or could 
be used to push pro-Beijing 
narratives and misinfor-
mation. So far, there is no 
evidence to suggest this has 
happened or that TikTok 
has turned over user data 
to the Chinese government, 
as some of its critics have 
argued it would do.

CEO Shou Zi Chew is 
scheduled to appear Thurs-
day before the U.S. Con-
gress, where he will be grilled 
about the company’s privacy 
and data-security practices 
and relationship with the 
Chinese government.

The guidelines, which 
take effect April 21, were 
repackaged from TikTok’s 
existing rules with extra de-
tails and explanations.

Among the more sig-
nificant changes are ad-
ditional details about its 
restrictions on deepfakes, 
also known as synthetic 
media created by artificial 
intelligence technology. 
TikTok more clearly spells 
out its policy, saying all 
deepfakes or manipulated 
content that show realistic 
scenes must be labeled to 
indicate they’re fake or al-
tered in some way.

TikTok had previously 
banned deepfakes that 
mislead viewers about re-
al-world events and cause 
harm. Its updated guide-
lines say deepfakes of pri-
vate figures and young peo-
ple are also not allowed.

Deepfakes of public 
figures are OK in certain 
contexts, such as for artistic 
or educational content, but 
not for political or commer-
cial endorsements.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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VODAFONE Qatar has an-
nounced the launch of the new 
Samsung Galaxy S23 series 
with an excellent opportu-
nity for customers to trade-in 
their current handset, for store 
credit towards the purchase of 
the new Galaxy phone series, 
including, Samsung Galaxy 
S23, S23+, and S23 Ultra.  

The widely popular Voda-
fone Trade-in Programme is 
an easy, safe, and secure way 
to get the latest Galaxy smart-
phones. Customers will also 
receive an additional QR364 

discount off their purchase of 
the latest Samsung S23 de-
vices, making prices start from 
QR2735 when they trade-in 

their old smartphones, regard-
less of the model. 

Customers who wish to 
purchase one of the new Sam-

sung Galaxy S23 models may 
trade-in up to three older 
smartphones, and the final 
sale price will be determined 

by factors including smart-
phone model, functionality, 
battery life, and screen intact-
ness.

The Trade-in Programme 
is available at the following 
Vodafone retail stores for eval-
uation; Villaggio Mall, City 
Centre Mall, Mall of Qatar, 
Landmark Mall, Doha Festival 
City, Place Vendome, Tawar 
Mall, Lulu D-Ring road, and 
Lulu Al Khor.

To trade-in their smart-
phones safely and securely, 
customers should log out of 
iCloud, remove their SIM or 
memory card, delete all per-
sonal information, and reset 
the device to Factory Settings. 

For more information on 
the new Samsung models, vis-
it:  www.vodafone.qa.

Vodafone Qatar launches Samsung Galaxy S23 series with trade-in option

Expectation 
Most Fed watchers expect the 
central bank to announce on 
Wednesday afternoon a 
relatively modest quarter-point 
hike in its benchmark rate, its 
ninth increase since March of 
last year. The Fed’s 
policymakers will also try to 
peer into the future and 
forecast the likely path of 
growth, employment, inflation 
and their own interest rates.

QCB SETS RAMADAN 
WORKING HOURS
ON the occasion of the 
advent of the holy month 
of Ramadan, Qatar Central 
Bank (QCB) issued a circular 
setting the official working 
hours in QCB and its affiliated 
institutions and centres.
IN a statement on its web-
site, QCB said the working 
hours would be five hours a 
day, starting from 9 am until 
2 pm. (QNA)
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Credit Suisse customers feel 
mix of anger, relief after sale

 On Swiss streets, emotions were running the gamut among Credit Suisse customers after the govt orchestrated a takeover by rival UBS

AGENCIES

FURY at top Credit Suisse man-
agers. Lament over damage to 
Switzerland’s image as a stable, 
reliable banking centre. Relief 
that authorities stepped in to 
help protect deposits, but wor-
ry about keeping cash invested 
in a bank that failed to manage 
its own money adequately.

On Swiss streets, emotions 
were running the gamut among 
Credit Suisse customers after 
the government this weekend 
orchestrated a takeover of the 
country’s second-largest bank 
by rival UBS — a bid to prevent 
further upheaval in the global fi-
nancial system that began with 
the collapse of two U.S. banks.

How the merger, with 
a fire-sale price of 3 billion 
Swiss francs ($3.25 billion), 
will play out and its impact on 
worldwide finance are largely 
unknown. That has left those 
stuck in the middle — custom-
ers and bank workers — un-
certain about what comes next 
in the deal to create one Swiss 
megabank.

“My money is already in-
vested in two or three bank-
ing establishments,” customer 
Elisabeth Pictet said after ex-
iting the biggest Credit Sui-
sse branch in central Geneva. 
“I am not a millionaire, but 
it is true that in the long run 
maybe I will even more favor 
local, regional banking estab-
lishments.” Pictet — whose 
husband hails from a legend-
ary banking family in Switzer-
land — said she’s not gotten 
any communication from the 
bank about how to proceed but 
praised the government for a 
“wise decision” that reassured 
many Swiss residents like her. 
She said Tuesday that she’s had 
no trouble withdrawing cash.

“I feel a lot of anger at Cred-
it Suisse managers because in 
the end, their employees will 
lose their jobs — many employ-
ees who did their work profes-
sionally,” said Pictet, 59, who 
is transitioning into retirement 
from a health care job. “Now, 
we’ll only have a single big 
bank — UBS — and that is not 
good: It’s good to have compe-
tition, and we won’t have that 
anymore.” Asked if Credit Sui-
sse had told customers how to 
manage their assets since the 
deal emerged Sunday, a bank 
spokeswoman said that “un-
til the transaction has closed, 
business continues as usual 
for Credit Suisse and its cli-

ents.” That likely won’t be the 
case for Credit Suisse’s 50,000 
workers, 17,000 of whom are in 
Switzerland, as the two banks 
combine. The Swiss bank 
employee’s association is de-
manding that job losses be held 
to a minimum, that no layoffs 
happen until year’s end, and 
the government provide an un-
specified jobs guarantee.

“It is impermissible that the 
companies are secured by tax 
dollars but the employees come 
away with nothing,” the group 
said in a prepared statement. 
“The billions in guarantees 
from the federal government 
must be linked to conditions fa-
vorable to the employees.” The 
impact of the merger is exten-
sive. Many of Switzerland’s 8.5 
million people have accounts in 
either UBS or Credit Suisse.

“I myself am grateful as a 
customer that this worked out,” 
said Finance Minister Karin 
Keller-Sutter at a news confer-
ence Sunday to announce the 
hastily arranged deal.

She said she has accounts at 
both banks.

“I think what we have done 
now is really to protect those 
people who have money at 
Credit Suisse,” Keller-Sutter 
said, with small- and medium-
size companies able to keep 
paying their workers, carry out 
transactions and access their 
savings.

Octavio Marenzi, CEO of 
consulting firm Opimas LLC, 
agreed that Credit Suisse de-
positors need not worry about 
their money now — though he 
noted reports of snap with-
drawals worth billions of dol-

lars last week amid confusion 
about the bank’s future.

The Swiss central bank and 
government have since guar-
anteed loans to the combined 
bank worth hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars.

“Basically, the Swiss Na-
tional Bank has stepped in and 
said, ‘Your deposits are safe,’” 
said Marenzi, whose firm fo-
cuses on capital markets.

Bank runs are a risk for 
even the biggest and safest 
banks, but “with Credit Sui-
sse, things look very, very safe 
indeed at this stage in terms of 
deposits. So I wouldn’t be in 
a rush to move money out of 
there,” he said.

It’s a different story for 
those who entrusted their mon-
ey to Credit Suisse for wealth 
management or investment 

advice. “Those customers are 
scratching their heads and say-
ing, ‘Well, if you can’t manage 
your own money, why would 
you be able to manage mine?’ 
And that’s a fair question,” 
Marenzi said.

Swiss regulators and offi-
cials, reportedly under intense 
pressure from other Western 
governments and ultra-rich 
investors, forged the Credit 
Suisse takeover by UBS in a bid 
to stop more banking-sector 
turmoil.

Credit Suisse’s problems 
— ranging from big losses on 
hedge fund bets to a spying 
scandal and failing to prevent 
money laundering by a Bulgar-
ian cocaine ring — predated the 
recent collapse of U.S. banks 
but drew fears about its vulner-
ability. For some in Geneva, 

there was sentimentality about 
the looming disappearance of a 
storied Swiss bank whose ori-
gins date to the budding rail-
road industry in the mid-19th 
century.

Credit Suisse customer 
Mokhtar Zada, 78, a retired 
former financial-sector worker 
originally from Afghanistan, 
said the demise of Credit Suisse 
wouldn’t affect him because he 
too has an account at UBS and 
could just transfer money to it 
if necessary.

“But what a waste,” said 
Zada, clutching a Credit Suisse 
savings booklet that he first re-
ceived in 1965 and had shown 
as a sort of souvenir to bank 
employees. “It’s really too bad 
that a bank with 170-odd years 
of history is going to vanish just 
like that.”

UBS agreed to spend $3.25bn to rescue its rival Credit Suisse.

Some Americans return to cash to curb spending
AGENCIES

MANICURED fingers meticu-
lously place cash in transparent 
envelopes marked “food,” “gas” 
and other categories, demon-
strating in a TikTok video a 
retro technique for controlling 
what you spend that is newly 
popular with some money-con-
scious Americans.

Returning to cash to con-
trol spending may be old-
fashioned, but in an era of high 
inflation, a growing number of 
consumers find that it works.

Judia Griner, 25, started 
“cash stuffing” two years ago 
when she was a student at Old 
Dominion University in Vir-
ginia. Now, her TikTok account 
has more than 200,000 follow-
ers.

“I was like, I need to some-
how use my own money to pay 
off the tuition so I won’t be in 
too much debt,” Griner told 
AFP. “I realized that I had no 
idea how to do that, because 
I just didn’t know how much 
money I had. “I would swipe 
my card, and I would just kind 
of cross my fingers and hope 
that it wouldn’t be declined.” 
It was a similar situation for 
31-year-old Jasmine Taylor, 
who launched her Tiktok chan-
nel in February 2021 and now 

has more than 620,000 follow-
ers.

“I had a degree but no out-
look for a job. My finances were 
bad,” Taylor, a Texan, said. “I 
was a pretty big impulse shop-
per.” Both women decided 
the way to turn around their 
spending behavior was to rely 
on the technique of paying cash 
for everything.

Once they cash in their pay 

checks, they separate it into 
different envelopes for specific 
expenses -- rent, shopping, etc.

On TikTok, the hashtag 
#cashstuffing has now reached 
more than 930 million views.

The method is reminiscent 
of the age-old piggy bank sys-
tem, and was popularized in its 
current form 20 years ago by 
financial guru Dave Ramsey, 
before the era of smartphones 

and contactless payments.
Despite being outdated and 

at times inconvenient -- some 
businesses refuse to accept 
cash -- the method has allowed 
Griner to save $7,500 to fi-
nance her education.

“The card didn’t feel like 
real money to me,” Griner said.

But using cold cash made it 
very real.

“I could physically see my-

self spending all my cash and it 
just went away and that’s what 
helped me curb my spending,” 
she said.

Taylor, too, saw immediate 
results. She pays 95 percent of 
her expenses in cash, got rid 
of $32,000 in student debt, 
$8,000 in credit card debt and 
$5,000 in health care debt.

Wracking up debt is a na-
tional affliction in a country 
with abundant credit card of-
ferings that goad households to 
take on more and more loans.

“It’s a problem that my gen-
eration kind of suffers from: 
consumerism and just over-
spending everything,” Griner 
said.

For Priya Malani, founder 
of Stash Wealth, a financial 
advisory service for young pro-
fessionals, the economic down-
turn plays a role in the current 
success of the envelope system.

“With so many insane 
headlines -- crypto crashes, 
market pullbacks, looming re-
cession, the list goes on -- it 
makes sense that people are 
looking for a little more con-
trol,” Malani said. “A dollar 
bill you hold in your hand pro-
vides that comfort.” But, Jason 
Howell, a wealth management 
professor at American Univer-
sity warned that “2023 is prob-

ably the worst time to keep 
your cash in your house” be-
cause it earns no interest and 
depreciates.

Taylor, who keeps her en-
velopes stuffed with small 
bills in a fireproof safe in her 
home, is well aware of this. 
She still deposits money in the 
bank when she saves $1,000 or 
more.

The two experts acknowl-
edge that there is no broader 
movement back to cash in the 
United States, where the trend 
has been the gradual decline of 
cash in favor of card or mobile 
payments.

In 2022, about four in ten 
Americans (41 percent) said 
they would not make any cash 
purchases in a typical week, 
compared to only 24 percent 
in 2015, according to a recent 
Pew Research Center study.

According to Griner, the 
envelope method still repre-
sents “the perfect kind of sys-
tem for a beginner” to manage 
a budget.

For her, the change has 
been dramatic: “I trust myself 
with money.” Howell said that 
sense of control is a notable 
achievement.

“It makes you think, it’s the 
greatest benefit of this system,” 
Howell said.

In an era of high inflation, a growing number of consumers are turning to ‘cash stuffing,’ a popular trend on 
TikTok.
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AL Arabi coach Younes Ali 
said his team’s preparations 
have been good and that they 
were ready to face Umm Salal 
in the Ooredoo Cup semi-final 
but they will need to be fully 
focused to ensure a place in 
the final.

The two teams will meet in 
the last four clash at the Jassim 
Bin Hamad Stadium on Thurs-
day at 9.45pm.

Speaking to the media on 
the pre-match eve, Ali said, 
“Umm Salal are an organized 
team which includes distin-
guished players and also seeks 
to win and reach the final. 

“While Al Arabi will have 
absences with some of our 
international players joining 
their national teams and some 
players nursing injuries but we 
still have a wonderful group of 
players and are ready for the 
next match. We look forward to 
achieving victory and reaching 
the final.”

He added: “Qualifying for 
the final requires full concen-
tration and throughout the 90 
minutes as these are knock-out 
matches where a loss means 
exit. Whoever is more focused 
will achieve victory and make 
the final.

“We think about each 
match separately and Oore-
doo Cup confrontations are 
different from the league. 

“We will strive to reach 
the final but we have a dif-
ficult competitor and we will 
need to do our best to win,” 
he concluded.

Mohamed Salah Elneel: We 
look forward to crossing 
the Umm Salal hurdle
Al Arabi player Mohamed Salal 
Elneel stressed on the difficul-

ty of the match against Umm 
Salal.

“We certainly respect the 
ambitions of Umm Salal and I 
do not think that our task will 

be easy regardless of the com-
petitor’s position on the league 
rankings table which is not a 
measure for evaluating their 
performance because all teams 

face Al Arabi with greater focus 
and there is no easy match in 
football,” he said.

“The match will be a good 
opportunity for some players 

(who did not play much in the 
league) to play in an important 
match such as the semi-finals 
of the Ooredoo Cup and help 
the team to reach the final,” he 
stressed.

No room for mistakes, 
says Umm Salal  
coach El Karkouri 
Umm Salal coach Talal El 
Karkouri said his team has no 
room for mistakes in the semi-
final against Al Arabi.

He said: “The match will be 
strong and difficult, because 
the opponents are a team with 
great potential in addition to 
the availability of the best for-
eign and local professionals, 
as well as distinguished sub-
stitutes.

“It will be a big match be-
cause each team seeks to win, 
reach the final and win the cup. 
There’s no room for mistakes 
and the team that is better, 
more focused, exploits oppor-
tunities and makes fewer mis-
takes will win.”

He added: “We must play 
the match with great focus and 
we will work to take advantage 
of all opportunities to translate 
it into our favour. We will also 
develop the appropriate squad 
and plan with which we will 
face The Dream Team.

“All the players of the 
team realize the importance 
of the match, in addition to 
their desire to win and reach 
the final, because it is a good 
opportunity, and we must en-
ter with strength and focus in 
order to achieve what is re-
quired and reach the final,” 
said El Karkouri.

Ooredoo Cup Semi-finals: Al Duhail and Al Sadd 
coaches confident ahead of their clash tonight
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Zampa claims 
4-45 as Australia 
clinch ODI series 
2-1 to be back  
as No. 1 team
PAGE 14

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

RIVAL coaches Hernan Crespo 
of Al Duhail and Juan Manuel 
Lillo “Juanma” of Al Sadd both 
exuded confidence ahead of 
the their Ooredoo Cup semi-
final clash at the Suhaim Bin 
Hamad Stadium on Thursday 
at 9.45pm.

Speaking to the media ahead 
of the knock-out clash, the Al 
Duhail’s Argentinian coach 
said, “This is a tournament in 
which all clubs participate and 
our presence in the semi-final 
means that we have worked 
hard and succeeded in achieving 
the victories that have brought 
us here. And, as I have always 
said earlier, Al Duhail enter 
every tournament with the aim 
of winning the title.

“Our matches with Al Sadd 
are always exciting and strong. 
Like out last match against them 
where we managed to come back 
in the last minute. Such matches 
require that all players be at the 
top of their focus throughout the 
match,” he added.

He pointed out that eve-
ryone is ready except for the 
known absences due to injuries 
- Edmilson Junior, Asim Madi-
bo and Sultan Al-Breik - while 
the other players are ready for 
the match.

Crespo stressed: “Victory 
in football provides the players 
with additional energy to con-
tinue achieving positive results 
and certainly our presence at 
the top of the QNB Stars League 
requires us to show the person-
ality of a champion and show 
the true strength of the team.”

For his part, Al Duhail goal-
keeper Shihab Al Laithi, said: 
“I am confident in the team’s 
ability to achieve a positive 
result and we will work to win 
and qualify for the final. 

“It will certainly be an en-
joyable match for the fans, 
and a challenging one for both 
teams who know each other 
well given the many confronta-
tions that have brought them 
together in the recent period, 
and we will work with all force 
to achieve victory.”

He added: “Since the start 
of the season, the team has 
been suffering from absences 
and we went through the first 
rounds of the league without 
our international players. Dur-
ing the season many injuries 
occurred that made us lose a 
large number of players but 
everyone is ready now and ea-
ger to win a place in the coach’s 
playing squad.

“Our weapon is our desire 
to win the championship title 
which will give us motivation 
to implement the directives of 
the technical staff and work to 
achieve victory.”

Regarding the preparations 
for this match, Al Laithi said: 
“Our preparations have been 
normal and the way we have 
been working with since the 
beginning of the season but the 
difference in this match is that 
we know that it is a knock-out 
and there would be only one 
team that qualifies for the final.

“Al Duhail fans have a great 
role with the team and their 
presence inside the stadium 
will certainly give us addition-
al strength to achieve the re-
quired result.” 

Our goal is to win the Cup: 
Al Sadd coach Juanma 
Al Sadd coach Juan Manuel Lil-
lo “Juanma” said they faced a 

difficult challenge but their aim 
is to win Ooredoo Cup.

He said: “Every match has 
its own challenge and this tour-

nament is completely different, 
and now we will play without 
some of our international play-
ers. We face a great competi-
tor and we have played against 
them in the league a few days 
ago. We know how difficult the 
match is.”

The Al Sadd coach added: 
“Of course, our goal is to win 
the Ooredoo Cup and we are 
very excited about the opportu-
nity to reach the final due to the 
great efforts made by the young 
players before the World Cup. 
Reaching the final will be a great 
achievement for us, especially 
for this group of young players.”

Boualem Khoukhi: We will 
do our best against  
Al Duhail
For his part, Boualem Khoukhi, 
Al Sadd defender said, “Oore-
doo Cup is different from the 
league and the semi-final will 
have only one winner and our 
goal will be to be in the final.”

He added: “We are suf-
fering from some absences as 
some of our players are with 
their national teams and also 
with the Olympic (U23) team, 
but we will work to do our best 
to win.”

Al Sadd coach Juan Manuel Lillo 
‘Juanma’ oversees one of the 
team’s training session ahead 
of their Ooredoo Cup semi-final 
against Al Duhail.

Umm Salal coach Talal El Karkouri. Umm Salal players celebrate scoring during a QNB Stars League match.

Al Arabi players during a training session ahead of their Ooredoo Cup 
2022-23 semi-final against Umm Salal.

Against Umm Salal, we need to be fully focused: Al Arabi coach Ali

Al Arabi coach during one of the team’s QNB Stars League match. Ali is 
wary of Umm Salal challenge in the Ooredoo Cup semi-final.

Al Duhail coach Hernan Crespo (left) during a training session of the team. (Right) Al Duhail star Almoez Ali during a training session ahead of their Ooredoo Cup semi-final against Al 
Sadd to be played at the Suhaim Bin Hamad Stadium at 9.45pm on Thursday.
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MESUT Ozil has ended his 
footballing career with immedi-
ate effect, the 2014 World Cup 
winner for Germany said on 
Wednesday.

Ozil last played at Turkey’s 
Basaksehir in a club career that 
also saw him spend three years 
at Spanish giants Real Madrid 
and eight years at England’s Ar-
senal.

The gifted midfielder won 92 
Germany caps but then quit the 
team in acrimony in 2018, and 
made no mention of this part 
of his career in the retirement 
statement he posted on his so-
cial media channels.

“After thoughtful considera-
tion, I’m announcing my imme-
diate retirement from profes-
sional football,” the 34-year-old 
said.

“I’ve had the privilege to be 
a professional football player 
for almost 17 years and I feel 
incredibly thankful for the op-
portunity.

“But in recent weeks and 
months, having also suffered 
some injuries, it’s become more 
and more clear that it’s time to 
leave the big stage of football.” 
It was only last month that his 
management dismissed reports 
he would retire and said he 
would fulfil his contract until the 
end of the season at Basaksehir.

Ozil started his top flight 
career in 2006 at Schalke in his 
German birth city of Gelsen-
kirchen.

After two years at Werder 
Bremen he left in 2010 for Real, 
to be followed by the long Ar-
senal spell 2013-2021 where he 
was eventually no longer picked 
by then new manager Mikel Ar-
teta, before playing in Turkey at 
Fenerbahce and since last sum-

mer at Basaksehir.
“It has been an amazing 

journey filled with unforgettable 
moments and emotions. I want 
to thank my clubs - Schalke, 
Werder Bremen, Real Madrid, 
Arsenal, Fenerbahce, Basakse-
hir and the coaches who sup-
ported me, plus team-mates 
who have become friends,” Ozil 
said.

“Special thanks must go to 
my family members and my 
closest friends.

They have been a part of 
my journey from day one and 
have given me so much love 
and support, through the good 
times and the bad.” Arsenal 
tweeted: “Thanks for the memo-
ries - wishing you all the best in 
your retirement, Mesut.” Real 
expressed its “appreciation, its 
admiration and its affection for 
one of our great players,” and 

Schalke tweeted “all the best”, 
accompanied by a heart emoji.

Ozil played 92 games for 
Germany between 2009 and 
2018 and won the World Cup in 
Brazil nine years ago.

He retired from the team 
after a group stage exit at the 
2018 tournament in Russia, 
after coming under fire for his 
performances, and over a pre-
tournament photo showing him 
together with Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

This led to a fierce backlash 
and Ozil accused the German 
Football Federation (DFB) of 
having not protected him well 
enough against racist and insult-
ing comments, while also accus-
ing the DFB of racism.

Germany coach Hansi Flick, 
who knows Ozil from his days 
as assistant of Joachim LOw, 
praised Ozil as “one of our out-

standing national players” in a 
DFB statement on Wednesday.

“In his most successful pe-
riod, he was one of the best foot-
ballers in the world. He helped 
shape the national team for al-
most a decade, the highlight be-
ing winning the World Cup title 
in 2014, to which he also made a 
decisive contribution.”

“All of us at the national 
team wish him and his family 
all the best for the future.” Ger-
many striker Niklas Füllkrug 
named Ozil “an extremely good 
and special footballer” in a team 
news conference.

Real and Germany defender 
Antonio Rüdiger said in Ins-
tagram: “I will tell my kids one 
day how outstanding Mesut Ozil 
was and how priviliged I am to 
have shared the pitch with one 
of the most gifted players I’ve 
ever seen.” 

Former Germany star Ozil ends 
‘amazing’ club career at 34

File photo of Germany’s midfielder Mesut Ozil. (AFP)

Bayern play earlier than 
Dortmund on three of 
last four matchdays

McIlroy backs ‘unpopular’ shorter ball proposal

Messi will decide when his Argentina career is over: Scaloni

DPA 
FRANKFURT

CHAMPIONS Bayern Munich 
have the chance to draw first 
blood on three of the final four 
Bundesliga match days if the 
title race with Borussia Dort-
mund remains as tight as it is 
now.

While all games on the 34th 
and final matchday May 27 are 
played at the same time, Bayern 
play first on matchdays 31-33, 
according to the list published 
on Wednesday by the German 
Football League (DFL).

On matchday 31, Bayern 
visit Werder Bremen on May 
6, the day before Dortmund 
host Wolfsburg. Bayern then 
host Schalke on the afternoon 
of May 13, with Dortmund tak-
ing on Borussia Mönchengla-
dbach in the evening kick-off. 
And on matchday 33, Bayern 
play RB Leipzig on May 20, a 
day before Dortmund’s game 
at Augsburg.

Dortmund, aiming for their 
first Bundesliga title since 
2012, top the league one point 

ahead of 10-times reigning 
champions Bayern. The two 
sides meet after the interna-
tional break on April 1 in Mu-
nich.

After that, both play at the 
same time on matchdays 27 
and 28, while Bayern are first 
on matchday 29 and Dortmund 
play two days before Bayern on 
matchday 30.

DPA 
LONDON 

RORY McIlroy has backed the 
“unpopular” idea of a shorter 
ball being used in elite com-
petition and may even use it 
in PGA Tour events when not 
required.

Golf’s governing bod-
ies said in February 2020 
they intended to “break the 
ever-increasing cycle of hit-
ting distance” and last week 
announced the proposal of a 
Model Local Rule (MLR) to 
give tournaments the option to 
require the use of balls which 
will travel around 15 yards less.

R&A chief executive Martin 
Slumbers and USGA counter-
part Mike Whan confirmed 
that the MLR would apply in 
their own elite events, most no-
tably the Open Championship 
and US Open, respectively.

The PGA Tour did not im-
mediately back the proposal 
and it was strongly criticised 
by top equipment manufactur-
ing company Acushnet and 
former world number one 
Justin Thomas, who plays their 
market-leading Titleist balls.

However, with the Mas-
ters - which McIlroy needs to 
win to complete a career grand 

slam - expected to adopt the 
shorter ball, McIlroy said he 
could choose to play it in PGA 
Tour tournaments even if the 
MLR was not adopted on the 
US circuit.

“Honestly, for me the major 
championships are the biggest 
deal, so if the PGA Tour doesn’t 
implement it, I might still play 
the Model Local Rule ball, 
because I know that that’ll give 
me the best chance and the 
best preparation leading into 
the major championships,” 
McIlroy told No Laying Up.

“And again, this is personal 
preference and personal opin-

ion at this stage of my career.
“I know that I’m gonna be 

defined by the amount of major 
championships that I hopefully 
will win from now until the end 
of my career. And that’s the 
most important thing for me.

“If that gives me the best 
chance to succeed at the major 
championships and feel as 
prepared as I possibly can be, 
then that’s what I would do.” 
McIlroy had previously ac-
cused the R&A and USGA of 
“self-importance” over their 
proposals to restrict driv-
ing distance, but at the time 
had seemed to miss that any 

changes would not be aimed at 
non-elite players.

“I’m glad in this new pro-
posal that they haven’t touched 
the recreational golfer. But for 
elite level play, I really like it,” 
McIlroy added.

“I know that’s a really un-
popular opinion amongst my 
peers, but I think it’s going to 
help identify who the best play-
ers are a bit easier. Especially 
in this era of parity that we’ve 
been living in these past couple 
of decades.

“You guys [at No Laying 
Up] use the term ‘golf has been 
dumbed down a little bit at the 
elite level’, and I completely 
agree.

The MLR proposal was sent 
to equipment manufacturers 
ahead of the announcement 
and they can provide feedback 
until August 14. If adopted, it 
would take effect in January 
2026.

Under the proposals, a 
ball struck at a laboratory-
controlled swing speed of 
127mph - up from 120mph - 
must not travel more than 320 
yards. The change is expected 
to reduce hitting distance by 
14-15 yards on average for the 
players with the highest club-
head speeds.

ROME: A Lazio fan wearing a club shirt with the imprint Hitlerson 88 
at the weekend Serie A derby against Roma has been identified as a 
German national and will been banned from Lazio’s stadium for life.

Local police said on Wednesday that the man was identified via 
CCTV footage and that criminal charges have been filed by Rome 
prosecutors for inciting racism and hate crimes.

He has been banned from attending sports events for five years, 
according to a police decree. Lazio said in a statement they would 
ban him for life from their stadium and sue him him for possible 
damages in any criminal proceedings that may follow.

The authorities said the man has a police record, having been 
charged after invading the pitch at the 2009 derby between the two 
capital clubs. Police also said that two Romanian nationals have 
been identified to have made the fascist salute at Sunday’s game, 
with Lazio saying they will get life stadium bans as well.

The derby was overshadowed by some Lazio fans engaged in 
defamatory and anti-Semitic chants, causing outrage.

Ruth Dureghello, the chair of Rome’s Jewish community, on Mon-
day tweeted a photo of the fan with the Hitlerson 88 writing on his 
Lazio shirt. The numbers symbolise the initials HH as the eighth letter 
in the alphabet are are used as a code in neonazi groups. (DPA)

DPA 
BERLIN

LIONEL Messi will have the 
final say on when his interna-
tional career with Argentina 
is over, but head coach Lionel 
Scaloni is hopeful that is not 
anytime soon.

The Paris Saint-Germain 
forward played a starring role 
as Argentina ended a 36-year 
wait to lift the World Cup for a 
third time in December.

Messi announced imme-
diately after his side’s penalty 
shoot-out win over France in 
the final that, contrary to what 
many predicted, he would con-
tinue playing for Argentina.

La Albiceleste are in action 
for the first time since then in 
a friendly against Panama on 
Thursday, with Messi and his 

team-mates set to receive an-
other heroes’ welcome.

The 35-year-old has previ-
ously revealed he does not in-
tend to take part in the 2026 
World Cup, but Scaloni is un-
sure exactly when he will retire 
from the international stage.

“Messi will continue to 
come until he says otherwise. I 
see him happy on the pitch and 
within the selection,” Scaloni 
said at a press conference on 
Tuesday.

“Leo’s looking good to me. 
He deserves all that love. He 
and all the players who are here 
deserve to go out and receive 
that love because they have not 
been able to live it.

“Leo, although he is the 
best of all, he also needs to see 
that his people love him. This 
is something that will stay with 

him forever.” 
Argentina are reigning 

South American and world 

champions, but Scaloni has 
warned his players they can-
not afford to drop their levels 

now they have a target on their 
backs.

“We are world champions, 
but that doesn’t mean we have 
the right for more,” he said. 

“Just because we win we 
can’t do whatever we want.  
“That’s what [the players] have 
to understand. The message 
is that a new process is begin-
ning: the pitch is what rules.  
“From there on, those who are 

world champions have no ad-
vantage, we will have to keep 
working.

“The Argentina shirt 
doesn’t allow you not to give 
your best, that’s clear to us. Af-
terwards, it’s good to celebrate, 
but we have to do our job on 
the pitch.” 

Scaloni, who recently 
signed a new contract run-
ning through until after the 
next World Cup, has called up 
a number of uncapped young-
sters for the friendly with Pan-
ama.

However, Scaloni con-
firmed that those who featured 
at the World Cup will start 
Thursday’s match in Buenos 
Aires.

“I’d like for the people [in 
the stadium] to watch their 
players,” Scaloni said.
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Argentina’s star forward Lionel Messi (left). (AFP)

Egyptian referee suspended 
for using spectator’s mobile 

phone to disallow goal
AGENCIES 

EGYPTIAN referee Mo-
hamed Farouk has been 
suspended for using a spec-
tator’s mobile phone to 
disallow a goal in a league 
match.

Al-Nasr thought they 
had scored a late equaliser 
away to Suez in a second di-
vision match last Friday.

There is no video assis-
tant referee (VAR) in Egypt’s 
second tier, but Farouk used 
the phone to watch a replay 
after the home side protest-
ed there was a handball.

Farouk then ruled the 
goal out.

The Egyptian Football 
Association said in a state-
ment that Vitor Pereira, who 
replaced Mark Clattenburg 

as head of the Egyptian Ref-
erees Committee earlier this 
month, decided to suspend 
the entire refereeing staff for 
an “indefinite period”.

“The committee decided 
to investigate the incident 
when Mohamed Farouk, the 
referee of the match, used a 
mobile phone to review foot-
age of the match’s events,” 
the Egyptian FA added.

Suez scored their third 
goal shortly after the disal-
lowed goal to seal a 3-1 win, 
with 15 minutes of stoppage 
time being played.

Farouk left the pitch un-
der police protection, amid 
protests from Al-Nasr play-
ers and officials, who have 
threatened to take legal ac-
tion against the referee for 
violating the regulations.

Lazio fan with Hitlerson 88 shirt is a  
German national, gets life ban

 Quick read

Rory McIlroy of Northern Ireland plays his shot from the second tee  
during day one of the World Golf Championships-Dell Technologies 
Match Play at Austin Country Club in Austin, Texas on Wednesday. (AFP)

I’ve had the privilege 
to be a professional 
football player for 
almost 17 years and I 
feel incredibly thankful 
for the opportunity.
– Mesut Ozil

Leo, although he is the best 
of all, he also needs to see 
that his people love him. 
This is something that will 
stay with him forever.
– Lionel Scaloni

Bayern Munich’s Swiss goalkeeper 
Yann Sommer. (AFP)
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FOLLOWING the turnout 
of the first edition of Month 
of Wellness last year and its 
big success, the second edi-
tion of Month of Wellness is 
to kick-start with a bang this 
holy month of Ramadan at Al 
Shaqab with loads of physical 
and revitalizing activities.

Al Shaqab has collaborated 
with country’s top fitness es-
tablishments to give back to the 
community by providing com-
munity fitness classes during 
this holy month of Ramadan.

From weight training to 
spin classes, functional train-
ing to detox yoga, everything 
one needs to rejuvenate the 
body, mind and soul can be 
found at the spectacular Lon-
gines Arena. And it’s free for 
all. Furthermore there are ex-
clusive classes for women only.

The aim to have free-for-

all, Month of Wellness, is to 
encourage the community to 
maintain a healthy lifestyle 

through physical education for 
all ages and to generate interest 
in sporting activities.

Four pillars of sports - Focus, 
Motivation, Inspiration and En-
durance, on which total fitness of 

body, mind and soul depends is 
the promotional moto of Month 
of Wellness at Al Shaqab. 

Exercising during the Holy 
Month of Ramadan is essential 
and beneficial for health, its an 
opportunity to burn stored fat. 
Physical activity is important 
for good health and maintain 
weight, as well as promoting 
brain health and maintain-
ing blood flow. It also helps in 
strengthening muscles.

Qatar pays great attention 
to sports in all its fields and 
based on Qatar vision 2030, 
Al Shaqab generously opens 
its door is to all to try different 
types of sports and encourages 
community participation.

The classes will be taking 
place between the 23rd of March 
and the 12th of April 2023. All 
classes will take place for 1 hour 
between 9pm and 10pm.

For registration visit Al 
Shaqab website or social media 
platforms, upload the applica-
tion, and choose your desired 
classes https://alshaqab.com/
en/al-shaqab-month-wellness
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Giorgi outlasts Kanepi 
in equal-longest match 

of season at Miami
STATS PERFORM/DPA

CAMILA Giorgi progressed 
into the Miami Open second 
round despite blowing a 5-0 
third-set lead as she edged 
past veteran Kaia Kanepi in 
the equal-longest main draw 
match of the year on Tuesday.

The Italian world number 
44, who won February’s Meri-
da Open, outlasted the Estoni-
an 7-6 (7-4), 6-7 (4-7), 7-6 (7-4) 
in three hours and 32 minutes.

The length was equal to the 
Erika Andreeva-Harriet Dart 
first-round match at the ATX 
Open last month for the long-
est this WTA season.

But Giorgi could have had 
an earlier finish, leading 5-0 in 
the decider before Kanepi hit 
back by winning the next five 
games, only for the Italian to 
rally in the tie-break, convert-
ing her fourth match point.

Giorgi, who blew match 
points at 5-3 and 5-4, will take 
on three-time Miami Open 
winner and 2023 Austral-
ian Open semi-finalist Victoria 
Azarenka in the second round.

Russian 34-year-old Ev-
geniya Rodina produced the 
upset of the day’s play, beat-
ing 37th-ranked Bernarda Pera 
6-3, 6-4 in 73 minutes and will 
take on 20th seed Magda Li-
nette in the second round.

Rodina is currently ranked 
369th in the world having re-
turned after a two-year ab-
sence, having reached a career-
high 67th in May 2019.

World number 39 Elise 
Mertens eased into the second 
round with a 6-1, 6-4 win over 
USA’s Alycia Parks, setting up a 
second-round clash with eighth 
seed Daria Kasatkina.

World number 43 Yulia 
Putintseva bowed out prema-
turely, going down 7-6 (7-4), 
6-2 to Canada’s Rebecca Mari-
no, who advanced to face sixth 
seed Coco Gauff.

Teenager Linda Fruhvirtova, 
ranked 50th in the world, also 
suffered a shock loss, beaten 
6-2, 4-6, 6-4 by 172nd-ranked 
Canadian qualifier Katherine 
Sebov, while Laura Siegemund 
won 6-3 6-4 over 52nd-ranked 
Mayar Sherif Katerina. 

Siniakova withdrew due to 
injury despite winning the first 
set against USA’s Claire Liu, 
with scores at 6-3, 3-3. 

Djokovic steadfast
Novak Djokovic says he does 
not regret his decision not to be 
vaccinated despite losing the 
world number one ranking.

With the 22-time Grand 
Slam champion unable to fea-
ture, Carlos Alcaraz returned 
to the top of the rankings with 
victory at Indian Wells.

“I have no regrets,” Djokovic 
told CNN. It’s a pity that I wasn’t 
able to play in Indian Wells [and] 
Miami. I love those tournaments. 
I had plenty of success there. 
But at the same time, it is the 
conscious decision I made and 
I knew that there was always a 
possibility that I wouldn’t go.”

Month of Wellness is back at Al Shaqab’s Longines Arena and free-for-all

Al Shaqab has collaborated with country’s top fitness establishments to give back to the community by providing community fitness classes during 
this holy month of Ramadan.
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THE Abdulatif Hussain Al 
Emadi-owned and Zuhair 
Mohsen-trained – Ernest Al-
drich claimed the Al Jassas-
iya Cup winning the 1900m 
Handicap (80-100) for four-
year-old+ Thoroughbreds at 
the Al Rayyan Racecourse on 
Wednesday.

In the Qatar Racing and 
Equestrian Club’s (QREC) 41st 
Race Meeting’s feature race, 
Ernest Aldrich won by over two 
lengths under a perfect ride by 
Jockey Lukas Delozier. QREC 
Racing Manager Abdulla 
Rashid Al Kubaisi crowned the 
winners.

In the penultimate race 
of the day, trainer Mohamed 
Khaled Elahmed recorded a 
quick-fire double as he saddled 
Ushayqer, carrying the colours 
of Mohamed Abdulla Al Abdul-
malik, to win the 1200m Hand-
icap (0-80) for four-year-old+ 
Local Thoroughbreds by three 
lengths under jockey Anas Al 
Seyabi, who doubled up as well.

Sabhea Awad Ibrahim’s 
Mutahaffiz proved the best 
in the 1200m Handicap (65-
85) for four-year-old+ Local 
Purebred Arabians, registering 
his second straight victory on 
fourth career start for trainer 
Mohamed Khaled Elahmed. 
Ridden by Szczepan Mazur, the 
five-year-old gelding won com-
fortably by three and a half-
length.

There was a close finish in 
the 1100 Handicap (65-85) for 
three-year-old+ Thorough-
breds as the Al Jasra Stud-
owned and Abdulla Al Mulla-
trained Crush And Run battled 
on bravely under a brilliant 
ride from Ivan Rossi to hold off 
charging Lo De Nalane by just a 
neck in the closing stages.

The 1700m Handicap (0-
70) for threeyear-old+ Handi-
cap (0-70) was taken in incred-
ible fashion by the Al Rufaa 
Racing-owned and Gassim 
Ghazali-trained Saxon Scene, 
who absolutely rocketed home 

once jockey Alberto Sanna 
asked him to quicken, storm-
ing huge 10 lengths clear of the 
field by the line.

In the second race of the 
day, the 1700m Maiden for 
four-six-year-old Purebred 
Arabians went to Ibrahim 
Mohamed Al Fadala’s ZF Al 
Saqaaf. On fourth attempt, the 
Hamad Al Jehani-trained four-
year-old colt stormed home in 

the last 100m to take the lead 
and eventually prevail by three 
quarters of a length under jock-
ey Soufiane Saadi. 

In the opener, Al Anood 
Stud’s Metrash got the meet-
ing off to an impressive start 
in winning the 1700m Handi-
cap (0-65) for four-year-old+ 
Local Purebred Arabians by 
three and a half lengths, having 
kicked away in the last furlong, 

under jockey Anas Al Seyabi 
for trainer Alanoud Khalifa Al 
Malki.
43rd Race Meeting  
– Al Jassasiya Cup
(Horse, Trainer, Jockey)
1 - Al Jassasiya Cup - Thorough-
bred Handicap 80-100 (Class 2) 
Ernest Aldrich, Zuhair Mohsen, 
Lukas Delozier
2 - Local Thoroughbred Handi-
cap 0-80
Ushayqer, Mohamed Khaled 
Elahmed, Anas Al Seyabi
3 - Local Purebred Arabian 
Handicap 65-85
Mutahaffiz, Mohamed Khaled 
Elahmed, Szczepan Mazur
4 - Thoroughbred Handicap 65-
85 (Class 4)
Crush And Run, Abdulla Al Mulla, 
Ivan Rossi
5 - Thoroughbred Handicap 0-70 
(Class 5)
Saxon Scene, Gassim Ghazali, 
Alberto Sanna
6 - Purebred Arabian Maiden 
Plate: ZF Al Saqaaf, Hamad Al 
Jehani, Soufiane Saadi
7 - Local Purebred Arabian 
Handicap 0-65
Metrash, Alanoud Khalifa Al 
Malki, Anas Al Seyabi.

Al Emadi-owned Ernest Aldrich 
takes Al Jassasiya Cup honours

The connections of Ernest Aldrich with their prizes after being awarded by QREC’s Racing Manager Abdulla Al 
Kubaisi at the Al Rayyan Racecourse on Wednesday.

Jockey Lukas Delozier after guiding Ernest Aldrich to victory in the 
1900m Handicap (80-100) for four-year-old+ Thoroughbreds at the  
Al Rayyan Racecourse on Wednesday.

Australia crowned top ODI team after series win over India
AGENCIES

CHENNAI

A new World No.1 team has 
been crowned in the MRF Tyres 
ICC Men’s ODI Team Rankings 
after Australia defeated India 
by 21 runs in the final ODI in 
Chennai.

Adam Zampa took 4-45 as 
India were dismissed for 248 
in pursuit of 270, sealing Aus-
tralia’s 2-1 series win.

Australia are the new team 
at the top of the MRF Tyres 
ICC Men’s ODI Rankings after 
their thrilling win over India in 
Chennai.

The 21-run win takes Aus-
tralia marginally ahead of 
India at the top, with the visi-
tors racking up 113.286 rating 
points compared to the Men in 
Blue’s 112.638. 

After a cakewalk in Vi-
sakhapatnam, Australia were 

made to work hard for their 
victory but managed to edge 
past Rohit Sharma’s men to 
claim the series 2-1.

Opting to bat first, Mitch-
ell Marsh and Travis Head got 
Australia off to a blazing start 
yet again. Just when they were 
looking to take the game away 
from India, the golden arm of 
Hardik Pandya ended the 68-
run stand.

Pandya struck in each of his 
subsequent overs to remove 
Steve Smith for a duck and the 
well-set Marsh as well. He was 
called into action again, this 
time on the field as he gobbled 
up a good catch running in 
from deep to end David Warn-
er’s stay.

Australia were in trouble 
after they lost half the side for 
138 when Marcus Stoinis and 
Alex Carey counter-attacked 
with a 58-run stand. The pair 

fell in quick succession but im-
portant lower-order contribu-
tions took the visitors to 269, 

though they were bowled out 
with an over to spare.

In response, Indian open-

ers too were quick off the 
blocks before Rohit Sharma’s 
favoured pull shot became the 
reason for his downfall. Shub-
man Gill, who was looking in 
great touch, was trapped in 
front by Adam Zampa soon 
thereafter.

Virat Kohli and KL Rahul 
played with great caution, en-
suring India do not lose a heap 
of wickets as they did in the 
previous ODI. Just as Rahul 
started to break free, he holed 
out in the deep, ending the 69-
run stand. 

India’s decision to promote 
Axar up the order did not work 
out with a mix-up coupled with 
brilliant fielding from Smith 
and Alex Carey costing the 
southpaw his wicket.

Ashton Agar, who had no 
wickets to show after nine 
overs despite bowling brilliant-
ly, turned the game on its head 

in his last over. He scalped 
Kohli just after his fifty and 
Suryakumar Yadav for a third 
golden duck in a row.

Adam Zampa put the fi-
nal nails in the coffin with the 
wickets of the last recognised 
pair of Hardik Pandya and 
Ravindra Jadeja after the pres-
sure of the scoring rate got to 
them.

Mohammad Shami’s twin 
boundaries gave India hopes 
of a miracle in the 47th over 
but Stoinis had the last laugh. 
A run-out spelt the end of In-
dia’s innings, 21 runs short of 
the target. (ICC.com)
Scores
Australia 269 (49 overs): M 
Marsh 47 (47); H Pandya 3-44, 
Kuldeep 3-56 bt India 248 (49.1 
overs): Kohli 54 (72), H Pandya 40 
(40); Zampa 4-45 by 21 runs.
Australia won three-match ODI 
series 2-1.

Australia’s players celebrate after winning the third One-Day Interna-
tional (ODI) and the series 2-1 against India at the M.A. Chidambaram 
Stadium in Chennai on Wednesday. (AFP)

Iga Swiatek of Poland talks to the media after withdrawing from the Miami 
Open at Hard Rock Stadium in Florida on Tuesday. The defending champion 
suffered a rib injury ahead of her second round match. She will also miss 
Poland’s Billie Jean King Cup tie next month. (Getty Images/AFP)



Captivating concert kicks off Dominican Week in Qatar 

Qatar a key player in world politics, 
says Hungarian ambassador

Q
ATAR is now a key 
player in world 
politics, a stable 
and prominent 
partner in the 

Middle East for both the EU 
and Hungary, Ambassador of 
Hungary to State of Qatar HE 
Ferenc Korom has said. 

The envoy said this while 
addressing a gala reception 
hosted recently at the Diplo-
matic Club to celebrate the 
175th anniversary of the Hun-
garian Revolution and Upris-
ing of 1848-89 that coincided 
with Springtime of Nations of 
Europe. 

Present on the occasion 
were HE Mohammed bin Ali 
bin Mohammed Al Mannai, 
Minister of Information and 
Communications Technol-
ogy; HE Ambassador Ibrahim 
Yousuf Fakhro, Director of 
Protocol Department, Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs; HE Ali 
Ibrahim Ahmed, Dean of Am-
bassadors and ambassador of 
Eritrea; ambassadors; digni-
taries; members of the Hun-
garian community, and guests.

The Hungarian envoy 
thanked Qatar for showing the 
way by successfully organis-
ing the 2022 FIFA World Cup, 
“which brought relief to all 
of us at the end of a difficult 
year. The numerous difficul-
ties and tragedies gave even 
greater importance to the fact 
that in 2022 Qatar hosted the 
FIFA World Cup, which was 
attended by teams and fans 
from 32 countries. However, 
the whole world watched the 
event thereby symbolising the 
global human community and 
solidarity”. 

The envoy noted that Hun-
gary and Qatar established 
diplomatic relations in 1990, 
and “this year we also cele-
brate the 20th anniversary of 
the opening of our Diplomatic 
Mission to Doha. We have 
something to be proud of, be-
cause in the period between 
2003 and 2022, Hungarian 
exports to Qatar reached un-
precedented levels. In this 
way, we not only recovered 
from the Covid period, but 
also set a record”. 

He praised the on-going 
development of Qatar and said 
he was happy to see that the 
dynamic development in Qa-
tar did not stop after the 2022 
FIFA World Cup. “We are sure 
that our relationship will be 

fruitful not only in the field of 
energy, but also that the level 
of investments between our 
countries will increase in the 
coming years, which will serve 
the mutual development of 
our countries,” he said. 

Hoping a visit to Hunga-
ry this year by the Amir HH 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani, he said that at least 
eight bilateral agreements are 
likely to be signed between 
Qatar and Hungary in 2023. 

Both the countries, he 
noted, share many common 
values despite the geographi-
cal distance of 5,000km. “We 
count on the cooperation of 
our Qatari friends not only in 
the economic field, but also in 
many other areas.”

Talking about the 175th 
anniversary celebration, he 
said, “We commemorate not 
only the anniversary of the 
Hungarian Revolution, but 
also the Springtime of Na-
tions of Europe. Therefore, 
it is very pleasing that, in ad-
dition to our esteemed Hun-
garian compatriots, the EU 
representation in Doha and 
many of our fellow European 
citizens honoured today’s 
event with their presence.” 

He quoted the thoughts 
of Hungarian Prime Minis-
ter Viktor Orbán on “eternal 
truths about the current af-
fairs in the world and the re-
lations between our countries 
in general”.

Concluding his address 
on the occasion, the envoy 
said, “Hungarians are fortu-
nate enough to live and work 
in Qatar, where there is no 
threat to our lives and we can 
enjoy many forms of free-
dom.”

HE Mohammed bin Ali bin Mohammed Al Mannai (second from right) at the cake cutting ceremony with 
(from left) HE Ambassador Ibrahim Yousuf Fakhro, HE Ferenc Korom and HE Ali Ibrahim Ahmed.

T
HE Embassy of 
the Dominican 
Republic in Qatar 
launched recently 
the ‘Dominican 

Week’ with a series of events 
aimed at strengthening the 
political, commercial, and 
cultural relationship between 
Qatar and the Dominican Re-
public. 

A mixed delegation of gov-
ernment officials and busi-
nessmen traveled from the Do-
minican Republic to Qatar to 
engage with Qatari business-
men and local authorities with 
the aim of fostering strong ties 
with the State of Qatar. 

The Dominican Republic is 
being promoted as an attrac-
tive destination for investment, 

trade, and tourism, highlight-
ing the country’s diverse range 
of export goods and services. 

The Dominican Week was 
inaugurated with a captivating 
concert featuring the Domini-
can violinist Aisha Syed and 
the Qatar Philharmonic Or-
chestra. The Gala night, held 
at the iconic Fairmont Doha 
hotel, was attended by govern-

ment officials, diplomats, and 
businessmen, who were treat-
ed to an impressive perfor-
mance of Vivaldi’s ‘The Four 
Seasons’ and concluded with 
the masterpiece ‘Por Amor’ by 
the famous Dominican com-
poser, Maestro Rafael Solano. 

Throughout the week, the 
Embassy of the Dominican 
Republic has lined up a series 

of business panels and meet-
ings to discuss investment op-
portunities in the Dominican 
Republic, analyse investment 
strategies, and explore the de-
velopment of relations with 
Qatar and the Middle East. 

Furthermore, strategic 
meetings with various institu-
tions and local companies have 
been arranged to discuss op-

portunities and areas of inter-
est with the Caribbean country.

The Dominican Republic 
with its population around 10.7 
million is a Caribbean nation 
that shares the Hispaniola with 
Haiti to the West, known for its 
beaches, resorts, golfing and ci-
gars. National capital Santo Do-
mingo lies on the southern coast. 
Official language is Spanish.

Participants at business panel discussions during Dominican Week 2023.

Slice of the West
Reports by 
For events and press releases email 
qatar.editor@qatar-tribune.com or 
call (974) 4000 2222

Ashraf Siddiqui

HE Ferenc Korom, ambassador of Hungary, addresses the 
gathering at the ceremony to celebrate the 175th anniversary 
of Hungarian Revolution.

A group of community members with HE Ferenc Korom (Standing fifth from right) Members of the Qatar Philharmonc Orchestra.

Carlos Fuente Jr (third from left) and HE Georges Bahsa Hazim with guests 
during cake cutting ceremony.

Hungarian community in Qatar celebrates 175th 
anniversary of Hungarian Revolution with fervour

Local dignitaries and Latin American community participate in a series of events 
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Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
bin Jassim Al Thani partici-
pated in the meeting of the 
155th session of the Ministe-
rial Council of the Cooperation 
Council for the Arab States 
of the Gulf (GCC) held at 
the GCC General Secretariat 
headquarters in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia, on Wednesday. During 
the meeting, they discussed 
ways to enhance cooperation 
and joint coordination be-
tween the GCC states, latest 
developments in the region, 
and regional and international 
developments. The meeting 
was attended by a number 
of heads of delegations 
and members of the official 
delegation accompanying the 
prime minister. (QNA)

PM ATTENDS 155TH GCC MINISTERIAL COUNCIL SESSION MEETING

EAA, UNICEF, Gambia govt 
launch project to promote 
primary education in country

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE global education foundation 
Education Above All (EAA) and 
its partner UNICEF, with the sup-
port of Qatar Fund For Develop-
ment (QFFD) and in collaboration 
with the Government of The Gam-
bia, launched a groundbreaking 
project to ensure that every child 
under the age of 18 years who has 
missed out on a primary education 
is enrolled in school and receiving 
a quality education.  

The launch took place in the 
presence of Fatoumatta Bah Bar-
row, the First Lady of The Gambia, 
Claudiana Ayo Cole, Gambia’s Min-
ister of Basic and Secondary Educa-
tion, Dr Mary Joy Pigozzi, executive 
director of EAA’s Educate A Child 
programme, and Dr Shahid Mahbub 
Awan, UNICEF The Gambia acting 
representative.

EAA’s Educate A Child pro-
gramme partnered with UNICEF 
in The Gambia to enrol and re-
tain 66,765 out-of-school children 
(OOSC) and adolescents into qual-
ity primary education. The Ministry 
of Basic and Secondary Education 
will implement a three-year project 
across the country, aiming to ensure 
that all the remaining OOSC in the 
country are enrolled in quality pri-
mary education, helping the country 

achieve Zero out-of-school Children.
The project will employ several 

innovative strategic interventions, 
including community engagement to 
drive demand for education services, 
cash transfer programmes both as an 
incentive and to ease financial bur-
dens, and the provision of bicycles 
to students who have to travel long 
distances to school, to encourage at-
tendance. Furthermore, there will be 
collaboration across different min-
istries to identify, enrol and moni-
tor the country’s hardest-to-reach 
OOSC.  Quality improvement will be 
supported through increased teach-
er recruitment, targeted teacher 
training and the provision of learn-
ing materials.  To further encourage 
access, new disability-friendly class-

rooms and gender-sensitive toilets 
will be constructed. 

“Children everywhere, irre-
spective of their gender, socio-
economic standing, physical and 
mental abilities and other factors, 
have the same fundamental right 
to quality education,” said Gor-
don Jonathan Lewis, UNICEF The 
Gambia representative.

The Zero Out of School Children 
in The Gambia project, the latest to 
join EAA’s Zero OOSC: Educate Eve-
ry Child initiative, will also ensure 
that adolescents who missed prima-
ry school have another opportunity 
to return to school through non-for-
mal alternative learning pathways 
that lead to certification and transi-
tion to upper primary school.

The project will be implemented 
in close collaboration with commu-
nities and schools to ensure that 
every eligible child, no matter where 
they live in the country, can benefit 
from a quality primary education.

Mary Joy Pigozzi, executive di-
rector of EAA’s Educate A Child 
programme, said: “ Reaching Zero 
out of school children is essential 
because we have promised educa-
tion for all for more than a decade 
and have not been able to deliver it 
at scale.  If successful, this project 
will demonstrate that it is possible to 
find every child and make universal 
education a reality.”

Packed schedule of family-friendly fun & restaurant
offers in QT’s Ramadan Edition of Qatar Calendar
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE latest edition of Qatar 
Calendar (www.qatarcalen-
dar.com) from Qatar Tourism 
(QT) gives a detailed sum-
mary of the exciting roster of 
events, promotions and festiv-
ities taking place throughout 
the country during the holy 
month of Ramadan.

Read on for more informa-
tion on the varied, continuous, 
and family-friendly line-up of 
Ramadan 2023 events. 
SAVOUR DELICIOUS  
IFTARS & SUHOORS

March 23 – April 20
Many of Qatar’s best-

loved hotels will be hosting 
sumptuous Iftar and Suhoor 
feasts throughout the month 
of Ramadan. An opulent 
dining experience in the vi-

brantly colourful Sultan’s 
Tent is available for guests of 
the W Doha. Visitors can hire 
stylish private majilis at The 
Ned Doha, and diners head-
ing to the Mondrian Doha 
can experience the magic of 
Ramadan in the hotel’s feted 
Wonderland tent.

Al fresco diners are also 
in for a treat. The Iftar and 
Suhoor offering at the Kata-
ra Towers Terrace at Raffles 
Doha will see guests treated 
to magnificent views of Lu-
sail and the Arabian Sea, 
while Al Messila Resort & 
Spa’s daily spreads will take 
place in the resort’s beautiful 
Scented Garden. 
STAYCATIONS DURING  
RAMADAN 

Find a quiet place to re-
treat during this peaceful time 
and stay at the Hilton Salwa 

Beach Resort & Villas, a range 
of offers are available, which 
include Iftar, Suhoor and 
Water Park. The Ritz-Carlton 
Doha packages including a 
one-night stay in a luxury 
suite or room, and an Iftar 
buffet for up to two adults. 
March 23 – April 21

Residents and visitors can 
enjoy a world of family-friend-
ly fun throughout the month. 
On April 5, Tawar Mall’s fa-
mous Garangao evening will 
offer live Arabic music, and a 
range of creative activities for 
the little ones.

In Katara Cultural Village, 
a variety of lectures, exhibi-
tions and cultural events will 
be on offer, including the Qa-
tar Artists Exhibition 2023, 
where some of the country’s 
most talented artists will 
showcase their work. 

Shoppers can also enjoy 
the vibrant authentic Rama-
dan ambience in Msheireb 
Downtown Doha and Lusail 
Boulevard, where various 
seasonal activities will be 
taking place. 
REVEL IN EID FESTIVITIES

April 16 - 30
As we approach the end 

of the month, residents and 
visitors will begin to feel the 
festive Eid atmosphere. Mega 
Park Carnival in Al Bidda Park 
will offer 15 days of fun with 
around 250 different vendors 
providing everything from 
games, restaurants, shows 
and a dedicated area for the 
Mega Park Theatre. 

For more information on 
upcoming events, visit www.
qatarcalendar.com and follow 
@qatarcalendar on Facebook 
and Instagram.

THE WESTIN DOHA 
HOTEL AND SPA

Take a culinary journey through 
the Middle East with our delightful 
buffet and live stations.

Ramadan Under the 
Stars

22
MAR

-
20 APR

RADISSON BLU 
HOTEL, DOHA

Make the most of this Iftar outdoor 
catering offer for prices starting at 
QAR 160 PP. 

Outdoor Iftar

22
MAR

-
20 APR

THE ST REGIS 
DOHA

Enjoy bespoke Arabic cuisine 
paired with a unique Iftar and 
Suhoor experience.

Layali Ramadan

22
MAR

THE AVENUE, A 
MURWAB HOTEL

Enjoy amazing feasts on the special 
occasions of Ramadan, Eid and 
Garangao at The Avenue. 

Ramadan, Eid and 
Garangao offers

21
MAR

-
30 APR

RIXOS GULF HOTEL 
DOHA

Enjoy a sumptuous spread of 
traditional iftar/suhoor favourites 
with your family & friends.

Iftar or Suhoor Offer

22
MAR

-
20 APR

W DOHA HOTEL & 
RESIDENCES

Iftar at Sultans Tent in 
W Doha.

Iftar Offers

22
MAR

THE RITZ-CARLTON, 
DOHA

This limited-time offer includes:Stay 
in luxury room or suite,Iftar buffet 
for up to 2 adults,In-room Suhoor for 
up to 2 adults.

Ramadan Nights

22
MAR

-
20 APR

GRAND HYATT DOHA 
HOTEL & VILLAS

Book an affordable stay with us 
and get one night free in luxury 
accommodations. 

Booking Offer

22
MAR

-
20 APR

ALRAYYAN HOTEL 
DOHA, CURIO 

COLLECTION BY HILTON

Celebrate Ramadan with a 
staycation as we bring togetherness 
to you and your loved ones.

Stay & Dine this 
Ramadan

22
MAR

-
20 APR

EZDAN PALACE HOTEL

Enjoy delectable Arabic 
delicacies and embrace the 
spirit of Ramadan at Ezdan 
Palace Hotel.

Ramadan offers

22
MAR

-
20 APR

HILTON DOHA

Savor the flavors of an award-
winning iftar and suhoor at 
Layali by Hilton Doha.

Layali by Hilton 
Doha

22
MAR

CITY CENTRE ROTANA 
DOHA

Live an authentic Ramadan 
experience and enjoy a variety of 
incredible culinary options. 

Ramadan Staycation

23
MAR LA CIGALE HOTEL

Celebrate the Holy Month of 
Ramadan with our specially 
created menus including Ramadan 
juices.

Ramadan Tent

23
MAR

-
22 APR

MONDRIAN DOHA 
HOTEL

Get a free upgrade to 
experience the magic of 
Ramadan at Mondrian Doha’s 
Wonderland. 

Alf Leila W Leila 
Ramadan tent

23
MAR

-
22 APR

HILTON SALWA BEACH 
RESORT & VILLAS

Celebrate Ramadan with 
rooms and villas including 
Iftar, Suhoor and water park 
access.

Ramadan Nights

23
MAR

-
20 APR

RAFFLES DOHA AND 
FAIRMONT DOHA

Indulge in al-fresco Iftar and 
Sohour this Ramadan at 
Katara Towers Terrace.

Ramadan at Katara 
Towers Terrace

22
MAR

-
22 APR

SHERATON GRAND 
DOHA & CONVENTION 

HOTEL

Celebrate the Holy Month and 
enjoy exclusive savings on your 
stay, with complimentary iftar 
and suhoor.

Ramadan Weyakum 
- Sheraton Staycation

22
MAR

-
20 APR

AL MESSILA RESORT 
& SPA

Celebrate Ramadan with a refined 
Iftar and Suhoor under the stars 
in our scented gardens.

Iftar & Suhoor at 
The Garden

23
MAR

-
20 APR

VARIOUS VENUES 
IN KATARA

Enjoy a variety of lectures, 
exhibitions, and cultural 
events at the Katara Ramadan 
Festival.

Ramadan Festival

22
MAR

-
20 APR

LUSAIL 
BOULEVARD

Get ready for delightful 
Ramadan activities that will be 
running at Lusail Boulevard.

Ramadan in Boulevard 
and Plaza

TBCKATARA CULTURAL 
VILLAGE, BUILDING 13

Artists from Qatar 
showcase their artwork.

Qatar Artists 
Exhibition 2023

12
APR

-
30 APR

MSHEIREB

Enjoy the authentic and 
vibrant Ramadan ambience 
at Msherieb Downtown Doha.

Ramadan Msheireb

TBCAL-BIDAA PARK 
- DOHA

Where the most powerful 
events are held to ensure fun 
and entertainment for all 
family members.

Mega Park Carnival

16
APR

-
3O APR

KATARA

Don’t miss spectacular moments 
during Eid & make your family 
happy at Katara Cultural Village.

Eid Al Fitr Celebration

21
APR

-
23 APR

-
20 APR

-
22 APR

-
20 APR

-
20 APR

MARSA MALAZ KEMPINSKI, 
THE PEARL - DOHA

Share the flavours of Ramadan 
with your loved ones and dine 
with a view under the stars.

The Pearl Oasis 
dining offers

23
MAR

-
20 APR

THE NED DOHA

Enjoy intimate Iftar and Suhoor 
this Ramadan with private majlis 
and live entertainment.

Ramadan at The Ned 
Doha

22
MAR

-
21 APR

WALDORF ASTORIA 
LUSAIL DOHA

Indulge in a tasteful experience 
during Iftar and Ghabga with a 
wide selection of traditional 
delicacies and family 
entertainment 

Ramadan Exclusive

23
MAR

-
20 APR

BANANA ISLAND RESORT 
DOHA

Celebrate the Holy Month of Ramadan 
on the island and experience the rich 
flavours, scents and sounds of this 
auspicious occasion, including live 
entertainment and much more.

Ramadan Dining - 
Suhour

30
MAR

-
20 APR

TAWAR MALL

Arabic band and many activities 
for children await you at 
Garangao Night at Tawar Mall.

Garangao at Tawar 
Mall

05
APR

O
ff

er

KATARA, SOUTHERN 
AREA

Products from all over the 
world under one roof in the 
largest shopping tent in 
Katara.

Ramadan Shopping Fair

22
MAR
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Qatar Charity’s Ramadan 
projects to benefit 1 million 
people across 40 countries

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity has begun implement-
ing its Ramadan projects under the 
‘Ramadan: Leave Your Mark’ campaign 
in 40 countries worldwide through its 
field offices and local partners. The 
projects worth nearly QR31 million are 
expected to benefit more than one mil-
lion people. 

The projects focus on disaster and 
crisis-hit Syria, Turkey, Somalia and 
Bangladesh, covering Rohingya refu-
gees, as well as Palestine, in addition to 
those most in need in poor communities.

Nawaf Al-Hammadi, CEO’s assistant 
for the international operations and pro-
grams sector at Qatar Charity, said there 
are three main projects: Feed the Fast-
ing (food packages, Iftar meals, and Iftar 
tables), Zakat Al-Ftir, and Eid clothing. 

He said the ‘Feed the Fasting’ pro-
ject will continue throughout the holy 
month, while the other two projects are 
expected to be implemented soon.

He said the ‘Feed the Fasting’ project 
consists of ready-to-eat Iftar meals or 

essential food packages for a family for 
Ramadan. The QR21.3 million project 
worth is expected to benefit 452,400 peo-
ple. ‘Zakat Al-Ftir’ aims to help under-
privileged families and share the Eid joy 
with them. The  QR 8.2 million project is 
expected to benefit 542,200 people.

Hammadi mentioned that the 
QR1.4 million ‘Eid Clothing’ project 
aims to share the joy of Eid with or-
phans, and some 7,065 orphans are ex-
pected to benefit. 

He thanked the philanthropists for 
their continued trust in Qatar Char-
ity for supporting its project throughout 
the year and for generously donating to 
its previous Ramadan drives. He urged 
them to support the campaign to reach 
the expected number of beneficiaries. 
How to donate: Benefactors can easily 
donate to the projects of the ‘Ramadan: 
Leave Your Mark’ campaign through 
Qatar Charity’s website (qcharity.org/
en/qa), app (qch.qa/appen), branches 
and collection points located in malls 
and commercial centres, in addition to 
requesting for a “Home Collector” and 
dialling 44920000 to donate.

The project aims to enrol 66,765 OOSC in quality primary education


