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Amir, Rwandan prez 
pledge to boost ties

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of State 
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani met with Pres-
ident of the Republic of Rwan-
da, Paul Kagame, at Sheikh Ab-
dullah Bin Jassim Majlis at the 
Amiri Diwan on Tuesday.

During the meeting, they 

discussed bilateral relations 
between the two countries and 
the ways to support and en-
hance them in various fields 
of cooperation, especially in 
the economic and investment 
fields.

Also, they exchanged views 
on regional and international 
issues of common concern.

The meeting was attended 

by a number of ministers. From 
the Rwandan side, it was at-
tended by the members of the 
official delegation accompany-
ing the president.

HH the Amir hosted a 
luncheon banquet in honor 
of President of the Republic 
of Rwanda Paul Kagame and 
the accompanying delega-
tion. 

HIS Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani awarded the Hamad 
Bin Khalifa Sash to HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani, in recognition of his 
valuable efforts in serving the country, when HH the Amir met him at Sheikh Abdullah Bin Jassim 
Majlis at the Amiri Diwan on Tuesday. For his part, HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al 
Thani expressed his pride in this honour, extending his thanks and gratitude to HH the Amir for his 
support throughout His Excellency’s tenure. (QNA)

Amir awards Hamad Bin Khalifa 
Sash to Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa

Curtain comes down 
on festival of food

MERIAM JELLITI 
DOHA

THE 12th edition of Qatar Interna-
tional Food Festival (QIFF) concluded 
on Tuesday in a distinguished artis-
tic atmosphere amid a large public 
gathering.

Organised by Qatar Tourism, the 
festival was distinguished  by the 
hosting of a variety of events and ac-
tivities, including music and fashion 
shows, and sought to integrate arts 
with football and sports.

There was a bittersweet feel-
ing at the venue as it was the last 
time for food lovers to celebrate the 
amazing culinary creations that have 
been shared over the course of the 
event. It also marked the end of a 
wonderful experience that people 

look forward to for months.
QIFF brought together chefs, 

foodies, and anyone who loves to 
indulge in delicious food. It was a 
culinary celebration of different cui-
sines, cooking styles, and flavours, 
with a focus on bringing people 
together through the shared experi-
ence of food. The last day of the 
festival was one of the busiest days 
as it was the last chance for attend-
ees to taste their favourite dishes, 
try something new, and meet the 
chefs and vendors who have worked 
tirelessly throughout the event.

The last day of QIFF is a re-
minder of the power of food to bring 
people together. 

It created the perfect time and 
place to celebrate the diversity of 
cultures and cuisines. PAGE 15

Qatar deplores Israeli  
minister’s racist rants  
against Palestinians

QNA
DOHA

QATAR has condemned in the 
strongest terms the statement 
of the Israeli Minister of Fi-
nance, in which he denied the 
existence of the Palestinian 
people while using a map of Is-
rael that included 
borders of the 
Hashemite King-
dom of Jordan 
and the occupied 
Palestinian terri-
tories.

In a statement 
on Tuesday, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs said 
the statements of the Israeli 
minister was fresh evidence of 
the racism of the occupation 
government. It is an attempt 
to falsify history and deny the 
right of the Palestinian peo-
ple to exist, the ministry said 
stressing that these extremist 
statements and flimsy allega-

tions that contradict human 
values are rejected by history 
that confirms the existence of 
the Palestinian people on this 
land since eternity.

The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs said the Israeli minister’s 
use of the map as a flagrant vio-
lation of international norms 

and covenants, 
and called upon 
the interna-
tional commu-
nity to assume 
its responsibil-
ity and force Is-
rael to respect 
the resolutions 

of international legitimacy.
The Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs reiterated Qatar’s firm 
stance on the just Palestinian 
cause, the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people, and the 
establishment of their inde-
pendent state on the 1967 bor-
ders, with East Jerusalem as its 
capital.

Thursday is the first day of Ramadan
QNA
DOHA

THE Crescent Sighting Committee at the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs has 
announced that Wednesday, March 22, 
is the final day of Sha’ban and Thursday, 
March 23, will be the first day of the Holy 
Month of Ramadan.

This came in the committee’s statement 
after its meeting at the headquarters of the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs on 
Tuesday evening under the chairmanship 
of Sheikh Dr Thuqail Al Shammari. 

In a statement, the Crescent Sighting 
Committee held its meeting on Tuesday 
evening, Shaaban 29, 1444 AH, accord-

ing to the Qatari calendar corresponding 
to March 21, 2023, to sight the crescent 
of the holy month of Ramadan and to 
prove the testimony of whoever see it.

The committee said the Ramadan 
crescent was not sighted and as a result 
announced that Thursday, March 23, will 
be the first of the holy month of Ramadan.

The committee extended greetings to 
His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, HH 
the Father Amir Sheikh Hamad bin Khal-
ifa Al Thani, and HH the Deputy Amir 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani, 
as well as the esteemed Government, the 
people of Qatar and all Muslims, on the 
advent of the Holy Month of Ramadan.

The Crescent Sighting Committee, chiared 
by Sheikh Dr Thuqail Al Shammari, said 
Wednesday is the final day of Sha’ban.

Qatar Charity delivers aid to earthquake 
victims in northern Syria (PG 16)

A 16-page special 
supplement on  

hospitality is being 
issued with  

today’s edition
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Amir congratulates president of Namibia
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani sent 
on Tuesday a cable of congratulations to President of Namibia 
Hage Geingob on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates president of 
Namibia
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent on Tuesday a cable of congratulations to President of 
Namibia Hage Geingob on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

PM sends greetings to Namibian 
counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani sent on Tuesday 
a cable of congratulations to Prime Minister of Namibia Saara 
Kuugongelwa-Amadhila on her country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Moldova’s PM meets Qatar’s Charge 
d’Affaires
PRIME Minister of Moldova Dorin Recean met with Charge 
d’Affaires of the Embassy of Qatar in Moldova HE Meshaal bin 
Mohammed bin Ajaj Al Kubaisi. During the meeting, they dis-
cussed the bilateral relations between the two countries. (QNA)

Philippines Foreign Affairs secretary 
receives Qatar’s envoy
SECRETARY of Foreign Affairs of the Philippines Enrique Manalo 
met with Ambassador of Qatar to the Philippines HE Ahmed 
Saad Al Hamidi in Manila on Tuesday. During the meeting, they 
discussed aspects of bilateral cooperation between the two 
countries. (QNA)

Quick read

PHCC issues guidelines for fasting during holy month of Ramadan
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Primary Health Care Cor-
poration (PHCC) has offered 
important health tips for fasting 
people during the Holy Month 
of Ramadan.

“A scientific study shows 
that every person needs a cer-
tain number of fasting hours 
to cleanse the body of toxins, if 
that person does not suffer from 
any illnesses. We, as doctors, 
believe that fasting is a patients’ 
personal right, and our mission 
is to help them take the right 
decision and fast safely,” said Dr 
Naela Darwish Saad, manager 
of PHCC’s Umm Slal Health 
Centre, and consultant of Fam-
ily Medicine.

One of the most important 
risks that older persons are ex-
posed to while fasting is dehy-
dration as well as complications 
of chronic diseases, added Dr 
Saad. These include heart dis-
ease, diabetes, high blood pres-
sure and kidney failure. Add to 
that medication non-adherence 
-- when patients do not take 
their medications as prescribed 
--  as well as malnutrition and 
deficiency of some vitamins, 
minerals and calcium.

Dr Saad advised older per-
sons with chronic diseases to 
see a doctor early enough be-
fore Ramadan to check if it is 
safe to fast, and to manage their 
medications and determine the 
proper timings for taking them. 
Further, she advised to hasten to 
break their fast and avoid high-
fat foods such as fried foods and 
red meat.

As for people who suffer 
from chronic diseases, Dr Saad 
said that they should consult 
their doctor before fasting to 
check if it is safe to fast and de-
velop a treatment plan for them.

For diabetic patients, fasting 
depends on the type of diabetes 
and its complications. People 

with type-1 diabetes who are 
on insulin or people with type-
2 diabetes on several doses of 
insulin a day are not advised to 
fast. In general, however, if a 
patient takes one injection of in-
sulin, it should be before iftar. If 
taken twice a day morning and 
evening, the main dose should 
be before iftar and the lowest 
dose before suhour, according 
to their doctor’s instructions.

For diabetics who take a tab-
let once a day, it can be taken 
before iftar. For tablets taken 
twice a day, a dose can be taken 
before iftar and the other be-
fore suhour. For some types of 
tablets, the patient may need to 
reduce the dose taken at suhour, 

according to their doctor’s in-
structions.

Dr Saad noted that all fast-
ing diabetics need to meas-
ure their blood sugar levels at 
home, whether while fasting 
or at night, to ensure that they 
control their sugar levels prop-
erly. Home tests should be done 
before iftar and suhour meals 
and two hours after the two 
meals to compare the measured 
blood sugar levels with the de-
sired ones as instructed by the 
doctor.

Patients with acute hepatitis 
and decompensated liver failure 
cannot fast as they desperately 
need sugars and they develop 
ascites—the buildup of an ab-

normal amount of fluid inside 
the abdomen (belly).

Patients with chronic hepa-
titis and hepatic steatosis can 
fast, keeping in mind that they 
should avoid fatty foods that 
contain preservatives, pickles 
and sweets, and go for vegeta-
ble soup and green salad. They 
should also quit smoking and 
reduce animal protein to 50 to 
80 grammes.

Fasting is not required for 
some patients with cardiovas-
cular disease such as those who 
experienced a recent stroke dur-
ing the first six weeks, unstable 
angina, acute heart failure, heart 
arrhythmias, some cases of 
valve stenosis, and some cases 
of uncontrolled high blood pres-
sure.

Patients with kidney failure 
should not fast. If a patient is 
undergoing dialysis, they can 
fast on the day when they are 
not undergoing dialysis. It is 
also advisable not to fast for pa-
tients with kidney stones, espe-
cially on extremely hot days, but 
if they do so, they should drink 
enough fluids at evening and at 
suhour before fasting.

For asthma patients, fasting 
have benefits such as improving 
the lungs capacity and asthma. 

Patients can use bronchodila-
tors while fasting, according to 
religious scholars’ fatwas as well 
as the doctor’s instructions. A 
patient with severe asthma who 
needs an emergency checkup 
should break his fast in case he 
needs intravenous fluids and 
medicines.

Further, Dr Saad stated that 
fasting for pregnant women 
does not negatively affect the 
growth of the fetus if she follows 
a healthy lifestyle and diet. How-
ever, she has to consult her doc-
tor to avoid any risks she or her 
unborn baby may be exposed to 
or any pain she may feel.

Some pregnant women are 
not advised to fast such as moth-
ers with low blood pressure, 
severe vomiting in the early 
months of pregnancy, and some 
chronic diseases that require a 
specific medication. They also 
should not fast if there is a de-
crease in foetal movement or 
weight, if they suffer from pre-
term labour pain, if they are tak-
ing medication to prevent pre-
term labour, or if they develop 
preeclampsia.

Dr Saad advised pregnant 
women to break their fast with a 
cup of milk and dates, then have 
some high-protein foods.

Qatar organises meeting to coordinate
polio eradication efforts in Afghanistan

QNA
DOHA

QATAR hosted a roundtable 
meeting between delegations 
from the Ministry of Health 
of the Afghan caretaker gov-
ernment, the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the 
United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), and the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation to 
coordinate efforts to eradicate 
polio and discuss the health 
situation in Afghanistan.

Minister of Health in the 
Afghan caretaker govern-
ment Dr Qalandar Ibad, As-
sistant Foreign Minister HE 
Lolwah bint Rashid Al Khater, 
Assistant Minister of Public 
Health for Health Affairs HE 
Dr Salih Al Marri, represent-
ing the Minister of Public 
Health, WHO representatives 
headed by Director of the Po-
lio Eradication Programme at 
the WHO Regional Office for 
the Eastern Mediterranean 
Dr Hamed Jafari, UNICEF 
representatives led by Deputy 
Regional Director of UNICEF 
South Asia Noala Skinner, and 
Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-
tion delegation chaired by the 
Foundation’s Director of the 
Polio Eradication Program Dr 
Jay Wenger participated in the 
meeting.

During the meeting, they 
discussed the progress made 
by the Ministry of Health in 
the Afghan caretaker govern-
ment to eradicate polio as 
well as the plans that could be 
adopted by the authorities to 
achieve the goal. The meeting 
also discussed the possibil-
ity of expanding polio eradica-
tion programmes to build solid 
foundations for a health system 
that responds to the needs of 
the Afghan people.

In her opening speech at 
the meeting, Al Khater affirmed 
Qatar’s position in support of 

Afghanistan and its brotherly 
people, praising the important 
role played by specialists and 
workers in the healthcare field, 
both women and men.

She pointed out that good 
healthcare helps in the pros-
perity of local economies, 
stressing the readiness of Qa-
tar to contribute by providing 
training and projects to build 
the capacity of the health cadre 
in Afghanistan.

In his speech, Dr Salih Al 
Marri underlined that con-
certed international efforts to 
eradicate the disease in Af-

ghanistan would contribute to 
the total eradication of the dis-
ease, which is the goal that the 
WHO Subcommittee on Polio 
Eradication, co-chaired by the 
State of Qatar, is working on.

In turn, the delegation of the 
Ministry of Health in the Afghan 
caretaker government extended 
their thanks to Qatar for its sup-
port for the Afghan people.

During the discussions, the 
delegations of UNICEF, WHO, 
and the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation praised the efforts 
of the Ministry of Health in 
the Afghan caretaker govern-
ment during the past period to 
address COVID-19 and polio, 
enumerating the restrictions 
that impede their work in Af-
ghanistan and ways to facilitate 
their work by the caretaker gov-
ernment. The delegations noted 
the identification of the eastern 
and southeastern regions as ar-
eas of the spread of the disease 
and the measures taken to im-
plement the optimal model for 
testing the population and pro-
viding preventive vaccinations 
by intensifying home visits.

In the closing session, the 
Qatari and the Afghan sides 
agreed to work together to fa-
cilitate the work of internation-
al health agencies in Afghani-
stan and employ Afghan cadres 
in their projects.

HAMAD BIN SUHAIM AL THANI CHAIRMAN
ADEL ALI BIN ALI MANAGING DIRECTOR
DR HASSAN MOHAMMED ANSARI EDITOR-IN-CHIEFESTABLISHED SEPTEMBER 3, 2006

Assistant FM reiterates Qatar’s support for 
Afghanistan’s health and education sectors

QNA 
DOHA

ASSISTANT Foreign Minis-
ter HE Lolwah bint Rashid Al 
Khater met with Minister for 
Public Health of the Afghani-
stan Caretaker Government 
Qalandar Ebad in Doha on 
Tuesday.

During the meeting, they 
discussed progress in the plan 
to develop the health field in 
Afghanistan, in addition to the 
results of the round table meet-

ing, which was hosted by Qa-
tar, between a delegation from 
Afghanistan and two delega-
tions from the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the 
United Nations International 
Children’s Emergency Fund 
(UNICEF).

The assistant foreign min-
ister stressed Qatar’s position 
in supporting the Afghan peo-
ple, especially in the health and 
education sectors.

She commended the ef-
forts made by the Afghan 

Ministry of Public Health de-
spite the scarcity of resources, 
stressing the importance of 
the international communi-
ty’s continued support for the 
health sector in Afghanistan, 
as well as strengthening the 
infrastructure that most Af-
ghan cities lack.

She also praised the contin-
ued work of Afghan women in 
the health sector, calling for the 
continuation of developing the 
human capacities of the health 
sector in Afghanistan.

QNA 
DOHA

THE Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) has announced the 
working hours during the month 
of Ramadan of the Medical Com-
mission department, birth reg-
istration offices and the Health 
Medical Relation and Treatment 
Abroad Department. The Medi-
cal Commission department will 
receive patients from 9am until 
5:30pm.

The MoPH noted that the 
birth registration offices will re-
ceive patients for the registration 
and issuance of birth certificates 
for newborns from 9am until 
1:30pm in the Women’s Wellness 

and Research Centre, Al Wakra 
Hospital, Al Khor Hospital, the 
Cuban Hospital, Sidra Medicine, 
Al Ahli Hospital, Doha Clinic 
Hospital and Al Emadi Hospital.

As for the afternoon shift in 
the Women’s Wellness and Re-
search Centre, Sidra Medicine 
and Al Ahli Hospital, working 
hours will be from 1:30pm un-
til 4:30pm. MoPH added that 
appointments for the Health 
Medical Relation and Treat-
ment Abroad Department at 
MoPH’s building will be available 
from Sunday to Thursday, from 
9:30am until 1pm, with the need 
to book an appointment through 
the appointment booking system 
on the dedicated electronic link.

MoPH announces working 
hours for Ramadan period

Dr Naela Darwish Saad, man-
ager of PHCC’s Umm Slal Health 
Centre, and consultant of Family 
Medicine



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE National Team for Child 
Protection Against Violence 
yesterday held the third aware-
ness workshop, ‘Better To-
gether’, at the National Service 
Academy, to educate children 
and adolescents from 10 to 18 
years old about their rights, du-
ties, and proper upbringing, at 
the National Service Academy.

The programme of the 
awareness workshop ‘Better 
Together’ was developed in 
collaboration among the con-
cerned entities in Qatar and 
with the participation of so-
cial, educational, and mental 
experts specialised in this field.

The National Team for the 
Protection of Children from 
Violence comprises of repre-
sentatives from ministries and 
entities concerned with Child 
Protection in Qatar and was es-
tablished by the decision of Her 
Excellency Minister of Public 
Health in 2021.

Professor Khalid Moham-
med Al-Ansari, head of the Na-
tional Team for Child Protec-
tion against Violence, pointed 
out that the workshop aims 
to educate children and ado-
lescents on building a sound 
culture that is consistent with 
our religion and values and to 
protect them against the risks 
they are exposed to, which have 
been aggravated by the nega-
tive content on social media 
and lack of censorship.

He stressed the importance 
of collaborative efforts of all 
concerned authorities in Qa-
tar, explaining that ‘Better To-
gether’ was chosen as the title 
of the workshop, emphasising 
the importance of cooperation 
to achieve goals related to pro-
tecting young people.

“We are guided by Qatar 
National Vision 2030 and its 

goals especially those related 
to the pillars of social and hu-
man development. Caring for 
children, protecting, and raising 
them properly based on reli-
gious and moral values requires 
hard work and cooperation be-
tween all concerned entities in 
Qatar, embracing innovations 
and developing best practices in 
this aspect.”

For his part, Mohamed 
Yahya Taher, head of the 
Moral Guidance Department 
at the National Service Acade-
my, explained the importance 
of the workshop in protecting 
young students, especially in 
this period of globalisation, 
explaining that by protect-
ing children from destructive 
extraneous ideas, such work-
shops contribute to protecting 
society.

From biological and health 
perspective, Professor Khalid 
Al-Ansari, head of the Na-
tional Team for Child Protec-
tion against Violence and head 
of the Paediatric Emergency 
Department at Sidra Medi-
cine, spoke about the stages of 
growth of both genders and the 
biological change. Abdulrah-
man Al-Kadmani, a psycholo-
gist at the Behavioural Health 
Support Centre, spoke about 
the importance of fulfilling the 
societal duty by providing cor-

rect information to children 
and adolescents from reliable 
scientific sources. Fai Al-Hajri, 
a social specialist at the Naufar, 
discussed the risk of psycho-
tropic substances abuse, ways 
of prevention, and the centre of 
Naufar and the services it pro-
vides.

Dr. Muhammad Abdul 
Latif Al-Nuaimi, family advisor 
at the Ministry of Endowment 
and Islamic Affairs, provided 
key information on educating 
adolescents within the frame-
work of religious teachings, so-
cial standards, and moral val-
ues in society, adding that the 
Islamic approach is the key to 
leading a sound and stable life, 
preventing one from emotional 
distress accompanied by a loss 
sense of self.

Dr. Issa Al-Horr, youth ad-
visor at the Ministry of Culture 
and Youth, also discussed reli-
gious, social, and cultural iden-
tity and the need to preserve 
from foreign intervention.

First Lieutenant Moham-
med Abdullah Al-Naama, offic-
er of the Awareness and Infor-
mation Section at the Juvenile 
Police Department, discussed 
the importance of educating 
children on prominent disrup-
tive behavioural issues that 
they may face in adolescence 
and the role of the Juvenile Po-

lice Department in addressing 
these issues.

First Lieutenant Khalid Al-
Shammari, awareness officer 
in the Community Police of the 
Ministry of Interior, explained 
that the course is in line with 
the strategy of the Ministry of 
Interior, aiming to enhance 
the relationship with the com-
munity and the competencies 
of the Community Police De-
partment to spread and pre-
serve social values in society 
by combatting harmful habits, 
monitor and study negative 
behavioural phenomena and 
develop appropriate aware-
ness solutions and programs, 
stressing the importance of co-
operation between all relevant 
authorities on educating the 
target groups.

The ‘Better Together’ work-
shop discussed all information 
relevant to child protection ser-
vices provided in Qatar, such 
as how to access them and the 
entities’ hotline numbers dedi-
cated to answer inquiries and 
provide consultations.

Notably, the awareness 
workshop comes in implement-
ing one of the National Team 
for Child Protection against 
Violence competencies: estab-
lishing an educational program 
that contributes to achieving 
awareness of child abuse.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HEALTH, education, and cul-
tural traditions are the focus of 
Qatar Foundation’s Ramadan 
activities this year, taking place 
online and in-person in Educa-
tion City.

Throughout the month, peo-
ple from across Qatar are invited 
to participate in a range of family 
friendly events, educational pro-
grammes, fitness activities, and 
Islamic readings and lectures 
that encapsulate Qatar Founda-
tion’s (QF) core values of learn-
ing, culture, and community 
connection.

Mayan M. Zebeib, chief com-
munications officer at QF, said: 
“During Ramadan, we have a 
special opportunity to focus on 
our values and traditions. Em-
bodying these values, celebrating 
the local culture, and participat-
ing in new educational experi-
ences is something we, at Qatar 
Foundation, strongly believe in.

“I hope our community 
will join us to explore the many 
events and activities for children 
and adults taking place across 
Education City.” 

Activities taking place during 
Ramadan include:

• Ramadan Cultural Nights: 
Offered nightly from 3-8 April 
in Education City, these edu-
tainment activities, for children 
and adults, provide information 
about Islam and Ramadan from 
across different cultures, includ-
ing how to implement and main-
tain healthy habits during the 
Holy Month. 

• Ramadan Storytime and 
competition at Qatar National 
Library: Ramadan Storytime 
will take place on Instagram @
QNL_children every Monday 
and Wednesday from 5pm-
5.30pm, where stories of Islam 
will be narrated. Children can 
also take part in a competition 
every week by answering a ques-
tion on a Ramadan-related topic. 
To participate, visit www.insta-
gram.com/qnl_children/?hl=en 

• Glow Run: In conjunc-
tion with QF, TriClub Doha will 
hold Education City’s first glow 
run on 7 April at 10pm. Starting 
at Chef’s Garden, the 5K race is 
open to all levels and ages.  

• Minaretein (Education City 
Mosque): From the Saturday 
Kids Islamic Programmes and 
ladies only teachings to a journey 
through the Qu’ran and prepar-
ing for Eid, there are multiple 
programmes and activities tak-
ing place at Minaretein. 

• Garangao Night: Taking 
place on 5 April at Oxygen Park, 
a Garangao station will be avail-
able for children to collect nuts 
and candy goodie bags as part of 
the Ramadan tradition. 

• Kids Corner: Children can 
participate in workshops, Lego 
and robotics activities, arts and 
crafts, and educational games at 
Oxygen Park. 

• Embrace Doha: Taking 
place every Friday and Satur-
day from 31 March – 15 April 
at Oxygen Park, Embrace Doha 
will showcase Qatari culture 
and educate visitors about Islam 
and Ramadan. Activities include 
face-painting, puppet shows, 

storytelling workshops, sadu 
weaving, cultural sessions, Is-
lamic geometry workshops, and 
Arabic calligraphy. Qatari food 
will also be on offer. 

• Outdoor cinema: Kids can 
enjoy outdoor screenings of Siraj 
episodes at Oxygen Park every 
Friday and Saturday from 31 
March – 15 April. 

• CommuniSports: For the 
third year, CommuniSports will 
offer sports and fitness classes in 
six locations during Ramadan, 
including Education City Recre-
ation Centre, Awsaj Recreation, 
EC Club House, Qatar Acad-
emy Msheireb Recreation, Qatar 
Academy Al Wakra Recreation 
Centre, Qatar Academy Al Khor 
Recreation Centre, and Multaqa 
Recreation. Classes will start on 
2 April and run until 1 July. 

• Diabetes awareness during 
Ramadan: Offering advice on 
fasting with diabetes, safe foods 
to eat and structured education 
on diabetes, these in-person 
and online activities will assist 
in monitoring and controlling 
diabetes. 

• Daily iftar at Minaretein 
(Education City Mosque): If you 
would like to volunteer to help 
organize the daily iftar, please 
sign up here. 

• Ramadan Drive: Raising 
donations to secure meals for If-
tar, daily, during Ramadan. 

Meanwhile, 23 March will 
see the return of QF’s Arabic 
edutainment series Siraj for its 
fourth season. Featuring the ad-
ventures of its main characters 
Rashid and Noura, the series 
will tell the stories of 8 Prophets, 
each with an important moral. 
Episodes will continue through-
out Ramadan on Qatar TV, and 
each episode will also be posted 
on the Siraj YouTube channel. 

For more information about 
QF’s Ramadan activities, please 
visit www.qf.org.qa/ramadan

NTCPAV ‘Better Together’ workshop 
highlights rights of 10 to 18 year olds

Experience Ramadan at 
QF’s Education City

UEFA Champions League Finals exhibit 
in Turkish Airlines Business Lounge
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

ISTANBUL 

UEFA Champions League Fi-
nals exhibit has been opened 
in the exhibit area of Turk-
ish Airlines Lounge Business 
in İstanbul Airport. With the 
items chronologically dis-
played, the exhibit starts with 
the legendary Milan-Liverpool 
finale in İstanbul during 2005 
which was dubbed ‘Miracle 
of Istanbul’. It then continues 
until 2023 which includes 18 
finales with numerous items 
about them. A huge model of 
the Turkish Airlines’ UEFA 
Champions League themed 
Airbus A330 type aircraft is 
also displayed in the centre of 
the exhibit.

On the exhibit, jerseys, 
shorts, cleats, goalkeeper 
gloves and captain’s armbands 
worn by significant players 
such as Lionel Messi, Cristiano 
Ronaldo, Ronaldinho, Karim 
Benzema, Iker Casillas, Xavi, 
Andres Iniesta, Carles Puyol, 
Paul Scholes, Frank Lampard, 
Arjen Robben, Sadio Mane, 
Gareth Bale, Gonzalo Higuain 
and Thibaut Courtois are dis-
played. There are also souve-
nirs of the finals such as referee 
jersey, flag, football and tickets. 
Highlights from these 18 finals 

played since 2005 are shown in 
each final’s exhibit area for visi-
tors’ enjoyment. Turkish Air-
lines, the best airline of Europe, 
also presented its new Business 
Class seats with a console play 
area which includes FIFA 23 
video game. 

Turkish Airlines Chief 
Marketing Officer, Ahmet 
Olmuştur stated during the 
opening ceremony: “We are 
happy to be the first airline 
sponsor of the UEFA Cham-
pions League, one the world’s 
biggest and most prestigious 
sports organizations. We are 
also excited that the winner of 
the Champions League will be 
decided in İstanbul once again 
after the 2005 finals which has 
been a fond memory of football 
lovers ever since. I believe foot-
ball fans will enjoy the exhibit 
which shows the journey that 
started in İstanbul back in 2005 
and will end in İstanbul again 

in 2023 along with souvenirs 
which emphasized every step 
of the way. I am sure this year’s 
UEFA Champions League fina-
le will take its place among the 
unforgettable matches.”

UEFA Sponsorship and Li-
cencing Manager Guillaume Sa-
bran stated: “UEFA Champions 
League Finals Exhibit perfectly 
encapsulates the passion and 
enjoyment of the past finals. 
As UEFA, we are proud to have 
the 2023 UEFA Champions 
League Final in İstanbul. This 
exhibit plays an important role 
for the final match in June 10 
to be amongst the unforgettable 
matches of the cup’s history.”

Legendary football players 
Steven Gerrard, Cafu and Ron-
aldinho visited the exhibit a 
couple days before the opening. 
As the captain of the Liverpool 
during the legendary finale 
match of 2005, Steven Gerrard 
said: “As the captain of Liver-

pool lifted the cup following the 
legendary final in 2005 which 
we performed the ‘Miracle of 
İstanbul’. I am happy to be in 
the magical city of İstanbul 
again after approximately 18 
years. I would like to the state 
that I am proud to collaborate 
with global brand like Turkish 
Airlines.”

Cafu stated: “Although we 
weren’t able to win the cup in 
the 2005 final in İstanbul, we 
were on the winning side dur-
ing 2007. I love this city and 
believe that we will witness an 
unforgettable final this year in 
İstanbul. I really liked the ex-
hibit and extend my thanks to 
Turkish Airlines and UEFA of-
ficials.”

Famous Brazilian star 
Ronaldinho said: “I visited the 
UEFA Champions League Fi-
nals exhibit in Turkish Airlines 
Lounge Business before the 
opening. Exhibit also features 
my 2006 uniform I wore dur-
ing the final we won against Ar-
senal. I am eager to watch the 
final which will take place in 
İstanbul during June.

A special video prepared 
about the UEFA Champions 
League Finals Exhibit of Turk-
ish Airlines can be accessed 
from the following link: htt-
ps://we.tl/t-HixQlhN7HX

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR University (QU) has 
received accreditation from the 
Western Association of Schools 
and Colleges’ (WSCUC) Senior 
College and University Commis-
sion.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence to announce the achieve-
ment, which was attended by 
vice presidents, deans and sen-
ior officials of QU, President of 
QU Dr Hassan Al-Derham said, 
“Obtaining this important in-
ternational accreditation is in 
line with the mission of Qatar 
University to be regionally rec-
ognised for its distinctive excel-
lence in education and research, 
and as an institution of choice 

for students and scholars, as 
well as a catalyst for sustainable 
socio-economic development in 
the State of Qatar.”

He added, “The WSCUC ac-
creditation is an important step 
that confirms the university’s 
commitment to its students and 

the community for continuous 
improvement and provide high-
quality educational environ-
ment in line with international 
standards. The accreditation 
contributes to achieving Goal 
5.7 of the university’s current 
strategic plan, which aims Insti-

tutional Excellence.”
Dr Al-Derham added, “The 

university’s selection of one of 
the most prominent accredita-
tion institutions, such as WS-
CUC, reinforces its commitment 
to continue improvement and 
provide a high-quality educa-

tional environment for the com-
munity, based on the mission of 
WSCUC.”

Dr Khalid Al-Khanji, QU’s 
chief strategy and development 
officer, explained some of the 
desired objectives of institu-
tional accreditation, such as 
reassuring stakeholders of QU’s 
commitment to high-quality 
education, facilitating the pro-
cess of transferring students’ 
credit hours between accredit-
ed institutions, enhancing insti-
tutional effectiveness through 
continuous self-improvement, 
and spreading the culture of 
evidence-based decision mak-
ing to support institutional 
planning. 

Dr Moumen Omar Hasnah, 
director of Institutional Research 

and Effectiveness at QU, who 
oversaw the process of accredita-
tion, said, “Qatar University has 
reached a level of advancement 
and institutional stability that 
enabled it to successfully achieve 
its goal of obtaining institutional 
accreditation.”

The purpose of the commis-
sion is to foster excellence in el-
ementary, secondary, adult and 
postsecondary institutions, and 
supplementary education pro-
grammes. 

The commission encourages 
school improvement through 
a process of continuing evalua-
tion and recognises institutions 
through granting accreditation to 
the schools that meet an accepta-
ble level of quality in accordance 
with established criteria.

Qatar University receives prestigious accreditation from WSCUC

Dr. Khalid Al-Khanji, Qatar University’s chief strategy and development officer, speaks about some of the desired 
objectives of institutional accreditation.

Array of events, programmes, and activities available for 
children and adults to enjoy throughout the Holy Month

Nation 03Wednesday, March 22, 2023



04 Wednesday, March 22, 2023

Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs HE Dr Ahmed 
bin Hassan Al Hammadi on Tuesday met with Ambassador of 
Algeria to Qatar HE Dr Mustafa Boutoura on the occasion of the end 
of his tenure in the country. The secretary-general of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs thanked the ambassador for his efforts in bolstering 
the bilateral relations, wishing him success in his new duties. (QNA)

Experts praise QCDC’s research paper 
on national efforts in career guidance
& development at regional conference

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Career Development 
Center (QCDC), a member of 
Qatar Foundation for Educa-
tion, Science and Community 
Development (QF), concluded 
its participation in the 2023 Arab 
Career Development Conference 
(ACDC) held in Aswan, Egypt.

During the conference, the 
centre’s delegation presented a 
research paper that highlights 
Qatar’s leading capabilities in 
the field of career guidance and 
development to a group of senior 
experts and specialists from all 
over the Arab world. 

The conference’s workshops, 
numbering over 30, provided 
them with a unique platform 
to exchange experiences and 
knowledge related to the field 
of career development, discuss 
international best practices and 
explore ways to develop and co-
ordinate career development 
efforts across the Arab world, 
among the conference’s 1,000 
expert attendants and represent-
atives of 42 governmental and 
nongovernmental entities from 
across 12 Arab countries 

QCDC’s participation in the 
conference is a testament to the 
centre’s commitment to promot-
ing career development and fos-
tering an inclusive employment 
culture in Qatar. 

Saad Al Kharji, Career Pro-

grammes and Services manager 
at QCDC, presented the case 
study entitled ‘Enhancing the In-
clusion of People with Disabilities 
in Qatar’s Labour Market: A Case 
Study’, that reviewed the intensive 
efforts made by the centre to pro-
mote an inclusive employment 
culture in Qatar, the successes 
they have achieved and the chal-
lenges still facing this endeavour.

The centre has long provided 
inclusive career development 
services with facilitated access for 
people with disabilities through 
the ‘Inclusive Career Develop-
ment Initiatives’ cluster, which 
represents a qualitative leap in 
the field of career development 
for people with disabilities.

Kharji also discussed trans-
ferring the knowledge and expe-

rience behind these programmes 
to the wider region and applying 
them within Arab contexts.

“We are honoured to have the 
opportunity to participate in the 
2023 Arab Career Development 
Conference, a pivotal platform 
for experts and practitioners in 
career development from around 
the Arab world to come together 
and exchange knowledge, expe-
riences and best practices, and 
to explore new horizons and in-
novative ideas to enhance career 
development, education and 
employment prospects in the re-
gion,” said Abdulla Al Mansoori, 
sirector of QCDC.

“Our participation in this 
prestigious event was an op-
portunity to represent Qatar on 
an international platform and 

showcase the country’s achieve-
ments in promoting inclusivity 
in career development. We were 
proud to present our successful 
initiatives in this regard. We be-
lieve that by collaborating with 
other stakeholders in the region, 
we can continue to promote posi-
tive change in the labour market 
and create more opportunities 
for all individuals to reach their 
full potential,” he added.

Ahmad Kamal, president of 
ACDC, said: “Considering that 
this conference was organised to 
be a bridge between Arab career 
development experts and practi-
tioners, I can confidently say that 
QCDC’s participation was cru-
cial to the success of the confer-
ence. We were delighted to know 
more about career development 
inclusivity efforts in Qatar and 
the career development land-
scape in general. The insightful 
case study presented by QCDC’s 
delegation warrants deep reflec-
tion on their experience and how 
it can enrich career development 
in the whole region.”

QCDC’s representatives were 
accompanied by a delegate of the 
Civil Service and Government 
Development Bureau, Dhabya 
Al Buainain, director of Nomina-
tion and Replacement, who gave 
a presentation that discussed the 
bureau’s efforts in providing career 
guidance and development for job 
seekers through the National E-
Recruitment Portal (Kawader).

Pullman Doha lines up programmes to mark International Women’s Day
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

PULLMAN Doha, a 5-star ho-
tel designed for guests to relax, 
work and play, in collaboration 
with AccorHotels is commemo-
rating women globally through-
out the month of March as part 
of the annual celebration of In-
ternational Women’s Day.

AccorHotels – owner of 
Pullman Hotels and Resorts – 
celebrates and recognises the 
social, economic, cultural and 
political achievements of wom-
en through its dedicated Discov-
erHer programme, an initiative 
deeply embedded within the 
group’s DNA. 

Accor’s DiscoverHer ini-
tiative reveals and highlights 
the inspiring careers of women 
at every level within the com-

pany and in all positions all over 
the world, through a series of 
podcasts that were broadcasted 
throughout the week of Interna-
tional Women’s Day. 

The podcast unveiled a 
portrait of inspiring women, 
with topics ranging from their 
unconventional careers, pro-
gressions within the group, 
challenges, leadership styles, 
cultural diversity and work-life 
balance, showing the many fac-
ets of hospitality. 

General Manager of Pull-
man Doha Ehab Barghouth said, 
“Sharing Accor Hotels group’s 
vision and values, Pullman Doha 
upholds the group’s belief that 
when female employees thrive 
and achieve their goals, the or-
ganisation flourishes. We strive 
to ensure women thrive in our 
company, leveraging the group’s 

DiscoverHer programme and 
continuously celebrating the 
extraordinary virtues and abili-
ties of women every single day 
in our business.”

Commenting on the occa-
sion, Pullman Doha’s Director 
of Sales Christina Kiwan Blanco 
said, “As a businesswomen and 
hotelier at heart, Pullman and 

Accor have created a space for 
women to strive and realise their 
dreams. The supportive envi-
ronment, policies, programmes 
and initiatives have allowed me 

to reach heights conventionally 
dominated by men.” 

Reflecting their commit-
ment to empowering women, 
Accor pledged to the UN Wom-
en and Generation Equality Fo-
rum initiative and has set am-
bitious targets to achieve over 
the next two years. By 2025, 40 
percent of the executive com-
mittee will be women, up from 
32 percent, 40 percent will hold 
general manager positions, up 
from 31 percent in 2022, and 45 
percent in management com-
mittees, up by 39 percent in 
2022. Currently, 42 percent of 
all ‘Heartists’ members of the 
Accor group are women. 

Accor’s DiscoverHer Pod-
cast series can be listened to on 
Accorlive – accessible through 
the corporate site and on Accor’s 
social networks.

Yusra Mardini: Overcoming obstacles 
and making a difference in the world

MERIAM JELLITI 
DOHA 

YUSRA Mardini is a name 
that has made waves in the 
sports world and beyond. The 
Syrian swimmer gained inter-
national attention for her val-
iant efforts during the refugee 
crisis and has since come to 
represent hope and resilience. 
Despite numerous obstacles, 
such as fleeing her war torn 
country and navigating the 
complexities of resettlement, 
Yusra has emerged as a force 
to be reckoned with in and out 
of the pool.

In an exclusive interview 
with Qatar Tribune, the world-
class athlete and refugee ad-
vocate revealed that her never 
ending passion for advocating 
for refugees stems from her 
own experiences as a young girl 
forced to flee her home in Syr-
ia. And how in the years since, 
Mardini has continued to use 
her platform to raise awareness 
about the plight of refugees 
around the world, inspiring 
countless others to take action 
and make a difference.

“Being a refugee is not an 
option or an expectation, but 
we can choose to live our lives 
as refugees and choose to sur-
render and let our circum-
stances control us, or we can 
choose to fight for our dreams 
and use our experiences to in-
spire others,” Mardini said.

She added, “I never thought 

that swimming, a sport that 
would bring me peace dur-
ing the most difficult times of 
my life, would become a way 
for me to represent millions 
of refugees around the world. 
But it did, and I will continue 
to use my voice to advocate for 
refugees and youth at risk, be-
cause I know what it means for 
someone to believe in you and 
your potential.”

Mardini said that it is of a 
personal importance to her to 
be able to share her story with 
the Arab Youth today. “I want 
to motivate them, and I want 
to share my struggles, and all 
that happened in my life and I 
hope that they can look up to 
great people and learn from 
their experiences and maybe 
find one or a few similarities in 
their stories and in their mes-
sages and let them help you 
reach your dreams” 

She added: “If I were to ad-
dress young people in Qatar, 
both citizens and residents, I 
would say that opportunities 
exist and doors are wide open 
for those seeking education 
and knowledge. That’s the key 
to reach somewhere great and 
to have a voice to help others 
who may have lost theirs, or are 
on a journey to find it.” 

When asked about her mes-
sage for young leaders today, 
Mardini said: “Do not let any-
one make you feel hesitant, set 
your goals. Focus on them one 
by one, believe in yourself, and 
just go for it.”

“One must always remem-
ber his roots, remember where 
you come from why you do 
what you do today, and every 
once in a while, take a pause 
and appreciate what you have 
accomplished small or big”, 
she said 

Mardini stressed that what 
helps her find strength and 
motivation to keep speaking up 
about refugees is herself being 
a refugee. “A big part of who I 
am is that I am a refugee. It is 
a part of my identity now, but 
I am also an advocate and a 
speaker. That’s why I always 
make sure that my voice is 
heard when I speak of the situ-
ation of refugees. The strength 
I found and the motivation 
that keeps me going, came to 
me from refugees, people, my 
home Syria, and every person 
who struggled or still is to find 

his way”, she noted 
She also said that she con-

siders herself lucky to have a 
large platform today that helps 
her spread awareness and help 
people “I choose to make good 
to use of my platform and I en-
joy doing that because even if I 
could change one person’s life 
that would make me the happi-
est. This is my job now, this is 
what I do for a living, and I will 
keep doing it”

In 2015, the Syrian War 
forced Mardini and her fam-
ily to flee the country. Mardini 
and her sister, Sarah, travelled 
by boat from Turkey to Greece. 
And, along with another refu-
gee they jumped into the wa-
ter and swam for three hours, 
using their swimming abilities 
to help pull the boat to safety. 
Mardini and her sister eventu-
ally arrived in Germany and 
were granted asylum. 

Mardini resumed her swim-
ming career after relocating to 
Germany, and she was selected 
to compete as part of the Refugee 
Olympic Team at the 2016 Rio 
Olympics, becoming one of the 
first refugees to do so. She took 
part in the women’s 100-me-
ter butterfly and the women’s 
100-meter freestyle events.

Mardini has since become 
an advocate for refugees and 
their rights, using her platform 
to raise awareness about the 
plight of refugees and the im-
portance of compassion and 
understanding.

QF’s Doha Debates 
launches Podcast
in Arabic language

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Foundation’s Doha 
Debates has released its first 
Arabic-language podcast, 
Lana, which explores timely 
issues impacting young Arabs. 
Doha-based journalist Rawaa 
Augé hosts the podcast, pro-
duced in partnership with Am-
man-based podcasting com-
pany Sowt. 

Rooted in Doha Debates’ 
mission to bring people to-
gether around complex global 
topics by bridging divides and 
seeking consensus, Lana — the 
Arabic word for ‘Ours’ — fea-
tures young Arabic speakers 
who represent different sides 
of an issue, but are committed 
to listening to one another and 
engaging in open, thoughtful 
dialogue. During the podcast’s 
first season, guests will dis-
cuss contemporary issues such 
as ‘cancel culture’ and beauty 
standards, as well as long-
standing challenges such as 
immigration and work. 

The podcast’s launch 
event on March 18 took place 
at the TEDinArabic Summit, 
organised through a partner-
ship between TED and Qatar 
Foundation. 

Lana is hosted by Rawaa 
Augé, a news anchor, produc-
er, moderator and digital con-
tent host at Al Jazeera Media 
Network. Augé hosted and ex-
ecutive-produced 70 episodes 
of the award-winning show 
Bekasretaa (which means 
Women’s Voices) for Al Ja-
zeera Arabic TV from 2019 to 
2021. Since joining Al Jazeera 
in 2014, she has contributed 
to report and produce stories 
from across the globe, includ-
ing Central Africa, Bosnia and 
Lebanon. 

Augé has also conducted a 

number of high-profile inter-
views for Al Jazeera, includ-
ing with Nobel Prize winner 
Nadia Murad at the Doha Fo-
rum 2018. 

“I’ve been following Doha 
Debates’ English content, and 
hosting the Arabic edition has 
been a dream,” Augé said. “I 
am very proud to have been 
selected as a host of their first 
Arabic podcast. I look forward 
to the listener responses to the 
topics we’ll tackle, which are 
close to the interests and con-
cerns of today’s youth.”

The inaugural episode of 
Lana will explore the use and 
value of online debate. Other 
episodes in the first season 
address the evolution of the 
Arabic language, mental health 
issues affecting younger gener-
ations and the complex topic of 
immigration and asylum.

Doha Debates’ Managing 
Director Amjad Atallah said, 
“At Doha Debates, we’ve been 
able to create a number of spac-
es for people with diverse view-
points to seek common ground 
despite their differences. 

“We’ve found an excellent 
partner in Sowt for our first 
Arabic-language podcast, and 
we’re confident that it will cre-
ate a similar space for Arab 
youth to engage in the kind 
of constructive dialogue that 
leads to social change.”

Ramsey Tesdell, CEO of 
Sowt, added: “Sowt’s goal has 
always been to create thought-
provoking, intellectual and en-
gaging content. Launching this 
podcast together has been a 
collective effort that we strong-
ly feel will tackle difficult topics 
we as young Arabs face today, 
and help push that debate in a 
more constructive direction.”

Listen to ‘Lana’ at DohaDe-
bates.com/podcasts or wher-
ever you get your podcasts.

HAMMADI BIDS FAREWELL 
TO ALGERIAN AMBASSADOR

Yusra Mardini
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Ambassador praises strong 
Pakistan-Qatar relations

P
AKISTAN and Qatar have 
drawn closer to each other 
with each passing year 
during the past five dec-
ades, Pakistan Ambassa-

dor to Qatar HE Dr Muhemmed Aejaz 
has said.

“Pakistan and Qatar have enjoyed 
a long-standing relationship based on 
shared religious and cultural values 
and common interests at the people’s 
level during the past five decades,” 
said the Pakistani ambassador. He 
was speaking at a reception hosted by 
the Pakistan embassy to celebrate the 
82nd anniversary of Pakistan Resolu-
tion Day (23rd March 1940).

“I am proud to say that Pakistan 
and Qatar have drawn closer to each 
other every passing year during the 
past five decades, bringing up new 
opportunities for cooperation and col-
laboration in the 21st century,” he said.

Minister for Justice HE Masoud 
bin Mohammed Al Ameri; Sheikh Ali 
bin Abdullah Al Thani; Engineer Ali 
Al Misnad; and Ali Ibrahim Ahmed, 
Dean of Diplomatic Corps, attended 
the event besides members of the dip-
lomatic corps and prominent mem-
bers of the Pakistani community in 
Qatar.

“It’s indeed a great honour for me 
to welcome you all to the Pakistan Na-
tional Day reception and the launch 
of the celebrations for the 50th anni-
versary of the establishment of diplo-
matic relations between Pakistan and 
Qatar. Today we are gathered here to 
celebrate the 82nd anniversary of Pa-
kistan Resolution Day, 23rd March 
1940, when the Muslims of the sub-
continent demanded to have a sepa-
rate homeland of their own. Within 
a span of seven years, Pakistan was 
born on 14th August 1947 that we 
commemorate as the Independence 
Day of Pakistan,” remarked the envoy.

He noted that March 23, 2023 
is also special as it marks the 50th 
anniversary of the establishment of 
diplomatic ties between Pakistan and 
Qatar. “Surely, it’s a momentous occa-
sion for both our nations and a time to 
reflect on the deep ties that exist be-
tween us, as the leadership and people 
of both countries are excited to invig-
orate them further,” he noted. 

The two brotherly countries, he 
said, have enjoyed a long-standing 
relationship based on shared religious 
and cultural values and common 
interests at the people’s level. Over 
the past five decades, the greatest 
achievement is the strong foundation 
of mutual trust and respect that both 
sides have built together, generation 
after generation. 

“Today our cooperation expands 
through a broad spectrum of sectors, 
from bilateral and multilateral po-
litical partnership, to cherished mu-
tual economic development goals and 
from further strengthening of close 
people-to people-contacts to expan-
sion of trade and technological coop-
eration into diverse sectors, besides a 
notable, close cooperation in the fields 
of security and defense, to name a few.

“I would like to take this opportu-
nity to express our profound and sin-
cere appreciation to the State of Qatar, 
and especially to the Amir of the State 
of Qatar His Highness Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani for his contin-
ued support and cooperation towards 
Pakistan. His repeated expression of 
brotherly feelings amply supported 
by strong gestures each time, is the 
most cherished source of strength for 
both countries. We are grateful to His 
Highness for his personal interest in 
the efforts to achieve our shared goals 

and build mutually rewarding eco-
nomic ties,” added the envoy. 

The close ties between Pakistan 
and Qatar have been demonstrated by 
a regular exchange of high-level visits. 
Of late, these included the visit of His 
Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani to Pakistan in 2019, and the 
visits of Prime Minister of Pakistan 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif to Qatar 
in 2022 and 2023. 

“These leadership level interac-
tions have been instrumental in deep-
ening mutual understanding of each 
other’s priorities and appreciation of 
views on issues of bilateral interest. 
These engagements have also helped to 
broaden the spectrum of our coopera-
tion from trade, economic and security 
areas to also include energy, aviation, 
IT and technological sector, tourism, 
and food security, in recent years. 

“We take pride in the fact that Pa-
kistan has been one of Qatar’s trusted 
partners, providing human resources 

and services for development of Qa-
tar’s economy and infrastructure, 
under His Highness the Amir’s Vi-
sion 2030. As a result, over 260,000 
strong Pakistani community in Qatar 
has been part of this process, particu-
larly during the past 12 years. Thy in-
clude businessmen, high-level profes-
sionals, and skilled and semi-skilled 
workers. Similarly, Pakistan has been 
the recipient of Qatari investments in 
various fields, including oil and gas, 
real estate, and financial services. 

“It also gives me immense pleas-
ure to congratulate Qatar on the suc-
cessful hosting of the FIFA World 
Cup 2022. This was a monumental 
achievement, and the world witnessed 
Qatar’s hospitality, professionalism, 
and dedication in delivering a spec-
tacular event. FIFA 2022 has been 
internationally recognised as a great 
achievement in its own way, and as an 
unprecedented sporting event in the 
world.” 

Pakistan and its people are par-
ticularly proud of the beautiful and 
convincing manner in which the 
Qatari leadership and government 
showcased Islam’s great message of 
peace, tolerance and humanity to the 
rest of the world during this event, 
said the envoy. “This is an unprec-
edented and highly regarded gesture 
that has now convinced all those who 
visited Qatar during FIFA World Cup 
2022, to return to Doha once again,” 
he noted.  

“Pakistan is proud to have played 
a small but significant role in Qatar’s 
journey towards hosting this historic 
event. Pakistan was an active partner 
at every stage of the mega event par-
ticularly in the infrastructure devel-
opment that included construction 
of iconic Qatari stadiums; provision 
of fool-proof on-land and sea-ward 
security during the event, with active 
participation of our armed forces; as 
well as in providing volunteers from 
the large Pakistani community. Build-
ing on this success, we look forward to 
working with our Qatari partners for 
all the future mega events here.”

The Pakistani community in Qa-
tar, the envoy said, has also made 
valuable contributions to Qatar’s 
economy, society, and culture. “We 
appreciate the support and hospitality 
extended to them by the people and 
government of Qatar, year after year. 
The Embassy of Pakistan in Doha is 
committed to providing all possible 
support to our very vibrant commu-
nity members, and in ensuring their 
well-being.

“Here, I would like to highlight the 
Embassy’s drive towards digitization, 
which has allowed us to better inform 
our citizens and enhance the efficiency 
of our operations. Our goal is to pro-
vide and educate our community with 
updated and accurate information on 
various areas – from labour to educa-
tion and from guidelines on starting a 
business here to understanding Qa-
tar’s main focus areas under Vision 
2030. 

“We remain committed to further 
enhancing our digital capabilities to 
help the Pakistani community, in 
Qatar and elsewhere, to engage more 
closely and efficiently with the fast 
evolving mechanisms, work struc-
tures and the modern business envi-
ronment in Qatar,” he said.

The ambassador thanked Mu-
hammad Qayum of Al Wakeel Group, 
Ahsan Kayani, General Manager of 
United Bank Limited and Rafiq Hus-
sain, CEO of HADICO Trading and 
Contracting, for their support in or-
ganising the event.

Pakistan’s Ambassador to Qatar HE Dr Muhemmed Aejaz, Minister for Justice HE Masoud bin Mohammed Al Ameri, Sheikh Ali bin Abdullah 
Al Thani, Engineer Ali Al Misnad, and Dean of Diplomatic Corps HE Ali Ibrahim Ahmed cut a cake to mark the event.
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AGENCIES 
ISLAMABAD

AT least nine people were killed 
and scores wounded after a 
strong earthquake jolted parts 
of Pakistan and Afghanistan 
on Tuesday night, officials said.   
Reports of the extent of the de-
struction began gradually trick-
ling in from remote areas.

The 6.5-magnitude earth-
quake with the epicentre in 
the Hindukush mountains in 
Afghanistan hit at around 10 
pm, forcing people to run out 
of their homes in fear. The 
earthquake struck at a depth 
of 187 kilometres, according to 
The US Geological Survey. Pa-
kistan’s Metrological Depart-
ment put the magnitude at 6.8. 
Tremors were also felt in India.

According to the National 
Disaster Management Author-
ity, children are among the 
dead. The agency said at least 
30 people were injured.

The agency said that most 

deaths have occurred in the 
country’s remote north-west-
ern region that borders Af-
ghanistan. Collapsing houses 
and crumbling walls caused 
the casualties. According to 
local officials, a state of emer-
gency has been declared in 
most mountainous districts in 
the province of Khyber-Pakh-
tunkhwa, the worse affected 
region.

Pakistan’s Health Minister 
Abdul Qadir Patel ordered au-
thorities to declare a state of 
emergency in Islamabad’s hos-
pitals. Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif has ordered the disaster 
agencies to reach the remote 
regions as soon as possible, his 
secretariat said.

The tremor was very deep, 
194 km, and its epicentre was 
in the Hindu Kush moun-
tain range near the remote 
northern Afghan province of 
Badakhshan. 

A 13-year-old girl died 
when a wall in her home col-

lapsed on her, and 150 people 
were injured in the northern 
Pakistani district of Swat, 
where hospitals had declared a 
state of emergency. Shafiullah 
Rahimi, a spokesperson for Af-
ghanistan’s disaster mitigation 
ministry, said two people had 
been killed in eastern Laghman 
province.  

Twelve people were in-
jured in northwest Pakistan in 
the quake, which was centred 
in Afghanistan and also felt in 
bordering Tajikistan. 

The tremors were so power-
ful that many people fled their 
homes and offices in Pakistan’s 
capital of Islamabad, some re-
citing verses from the Quran. 
The scene was repeated in Ka-
bul and other parts of Afghani-
stan.

“The quake was so strong 
and terrifying, we thought 
houses are collapsing on us, 
people were all shouting and 
were shocked,” said Shafiullah 
Azimi, a Kabul resident. 

AGENCIES 
KYIV

PRIME Minister Fumio Kishida 
made a surprise visit Tuesday to 
Kyiv, stealing some of the global 
attention from Asian rival Presi-
dent Xi Jinping of China, who met 
in Moscow with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin to discuss Beijing’s 
peace proposal for Ukraine that 
Western nations have already criti-
cized.

The two visits, about 800 kilo-
metres (500 miles) apart, highlight-
ed the nearly 13-month-old war’s 
repercussions for international di-
plomacy as countries line up behind 
Moscow or Kyiv. They follow a week 
in which China and Japan both en-
joyed diplomatic successes encour-
aging their foreign policy.

After talks with Xi, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin said a Chi-
nese peace plan could provide a ba-
sis for a settlement of the fighting in 
Ukraine when the West is ready, but 
he added that Kyiv’s Western allies 
had shown no interest in that.

US officials have said any peace 
plan coming from the Putin-Xi 
meeting would be unacceptable to 
Washington because it would only 
ratify Moscow’s territorial conquests 
and give Russia time to plan for a 

renewed offensive. “It looks like the 
West indeed intends to fight Russia 
until the last Ukrainian,” Putin said, 
pointing out a British plan to provide 
Ukraine with tank rounds containing 
depleted uranium. “If that happens, 
Russia will respond accordingly, giv-
en that the collective West is starting 
to use weapons with a nuclear com-
ponent.” He did not elaborate. Putin 
has occasionally warned that Russia 
would use all available means, in-
cluding possibly nuclear weapons, 
to defend itself, but has sometimes 
backed off such threats.

Beijing insists it is a neutral bro-
ker in Ukraine peace efforts, and Xi 
repeated Tuesday after his talks with 
Putin that China favours “peace and 
dialogue” to resolve disputes. “We 
adhere to a principled and objec-
tive position on the Ukrainian crisis 
based on the goals and principles of 
the U.N. Charter,” Xi said, adding 
the Chinese plan seeks to “actively 
encourage peace and the resump-
tion of talks.”After the talks, Putin 
said that the joint declarations is-
sued by Russia and China “fully 
reflect a special character of the 

Russia-China relations, which are 
at their highest level in history and 
serve as an example of a true com-
prehensive partnership and strate-
gic cooperation.” Kishida, who is to 
chair the Group of Seven summits in 
May, will meet President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy in the Ukrainian capital, 
coinciding with Xi’s second day of 
talks with Putin in the Russian capi-
tal.Kishida will “show respect to the 
courage and patience of the Ukrain-
ian people standing up to defend 
their homeland under President 
Zelenskyy’s leadership, and show 
solidarity and unwavering support 
for Ukraine as head of Japan and 
chairman of G-7,” the Japanese For-
eign Ministry said. 

Kishida visited a church in Bu-
cha, a town outside Kyiv that be-
came a symbol of Russian atrocities 
against civilians, and laid flowers at 
a church there for the victims.“Upon 
this visit to Bucha, I feel a strong re-
sentment against cruelty,” he said. 
“I would like to represent the peo-
ple in Japan and express my deep-
est condolences to those who lost 
their loved ones or were injured as 
a result of this cruel act.”US Am-
bassador to Japan Rahm Emanuel 
tweeted about Tuesday’s “two very 
different European-Pacific partner-
ships” unfolding Tuesday.

9 dead, scores wounded as strong quake 
rocks Pakistan, Afghanistan, India 

Opposing top-level visits: Japanese PM offers 
Ukraine support as China’s Xi backs Russia

Hotel guests gather outside their hotel after an earthquake in Amritsar on Tuesday. (AFP)

Ukraine’s Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Emine Dzhaparova (R) walking with 
Japanese PM Fumio Kishida upon his arrival in Kyiv,  on Tuesday.  (AFP)

Erdogan submits re-election 
bid, reigniting term limit debate

TikTok bans youngster’s deepfakes

Dutch government employees 
discouraged from using TikTok

DPA
ISTANBUL 

TURKISH President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan’s ruling party 
and its nationalist allies have 
submitted the incumbent’s bid 
for re-election in the May 14 
polls to the Supreme Election 
Board (YSK).

The move revived heated 
discussions over whether Er-
dogan is constitutionally al-
lowed to run for a third term.

“It is legally impossible 
for Erdogan to be a candidate 
again,” opposition politician 
Idris Sahin said on Tuesday, 
adding his DEVA Party will ap-
peal Erdogan’s candidacy.

According to the Turkish 
Constitution, a presidential 
term runs for five years and a 
president can be elected for a 
maximum of two terms.

Erdogan was first elected 
president in 2014; he was re-
elected in 2018.

He argues his candidacy is 
legal as the two-term rule was 
introduced in 2017 - so his first 
term does not count.

Many observers consider 
May’s race as one of the most 
critical elections in recent 
Turkish history.

After nearly 20 years in 
power, Erdogan will compete 
in the polls amid the coun-
try’s worst economic troubles 
in decades, exacerbated by a 
devastating earthquake last 
month.

Erdogan’s key rival is main 
opposition Republican Peo-
ple’s Party (CHP) leader Kemal 
Kiliçdaroglu, who - backed by 
five other opposition parties 
and potentially a pro-Kurdish 

party, has renewed hopes of 
ousting Erdogan.

The election author-
ity YSK will announce a final 
and official list of presidential 
hopefuls on March 31.

AGENCIES 
LONDON

TIKTOK went on a counterof-
fensive Tuesday amid increas-
ing Western pressure over 
cybersecurity and misinfor-
mation concerns, rolling out 
updated rules and standards 
for content as its CEO warned 
against a possible US ban on 
the Chinese-owned app.  CEO 
Shou Zi Chew is scheduled to 
appear Thursday before US 
congressional lawmakers, who 
will grill him about the compa-
ny’s privacy and data security 
practices and relationship with 
the Chinese government. “I’ll 
be testifying before Congress 
this week to share all that we’re 
are doing to protect Americans 
using the app,” he said. TikTok 
app has come under fire in the 
US, Europe and Asia-Pacific, 

where a growing number of 
governments have banned Tik-
Tok from devices used for of-
ficial business over worries it 
poses risks to cybersecurity and 
data privacy or could be used to 
push pro-Beijing narratives and 
misinformation. So far, there is 
no evidence to suggest this has 
happened or that TikTok has 
turned over user data to the 
Chinese government, as some 
critics have argued it would do. 
Norway and the Netherlands 
on Tuesday warned apps like 
TikTok should not be installed 
on phones issued to govern-
ment employees, citing security 
or intelligence agencies. There’s 
a “high risk” if TikTok or Tel-
egram are installed on devices 
with access to “internal digi-
tal infrastructure or services,” 
Norway’s justice ministry said, 
without providing further de-

tails. TikTok also rolled out up-
dated rules and standards for 
content and users in a reorgan-
ized set of community guide-
lines, including eight principles 
to guide content moderation 
decisions.  “These principles 
are based on our commitment 
to upholding human rights and 
aligned with international le-
gal frameworks,” said Julie de 
Bailliencourt, TikTok’s global 
head of product policy. She said 
TikTok strives to be fair, pro-
tect human dignity and balance 
freedom of expression with 
preventing harm. The guide-
lines, which take effect April 21, 
were repackaged from TikTok’s 
rules with extra details and ex-
planations. Among the changes 
are additional details about its 
restrictions on deepfakes, also 
known as synthetic media cre-
ated by AI. 

AGENCIES 
THE HAGUE, NETHERLANDS 

THE Netherlands is moving to 
stop central government em-
ployees from having apps, in-
cluding the popular video-shar-
ing service TikTok installed 
on their work phones amid 
concerns over data security.
Countries including the US and 
Britain, as well as the European 
Union’s executive branch, have 
banned the use of TikTok on 
government staff phones over 

fears that its Chinese owner, 
ByteDance, could share user 
data with the authoritarian 
government in Beijing. “For 
civil servants employed by the 

national government, it is im-
mediately discouraged to have 
apps from countries with an of-
fensive cyber program against 
the Netherlands and/or Dutch 
interests installed and used on 
their mobile work devices,” the 
government said in a statement 
Tuesday that did not identify 
TikTok by name. The new poli-
cy came after lawmakers asked 
whether it was possible to ban 
central government staff from 
using the app on work devices.

World

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (L) and Iraqi Prime Minister 
Mohammed Shia’ Al Sudani during an official ceremony at the  
Presidential Complex in Ankara. (AFP)

Nobel-winning activists’ 
homes searched in Moscow

DPA
MOSCOW 

RUSSIAN police have searched at least six apart-
ments of leading Nobel Peace Prize-winning civil 
rights activists from the organisation Memorial, the 
Russian human rights organisation OWD-Info said 
on Tuesday. The activists are being accused of “reha-
bilitation of Nazism.” Jan Ratschinski, head of the hu-
man rights organisation, is also a target after having 
criticised Russia’s war against Ukraine in December 
when he received the prize. In 2021 the internation-
ally respected organisation was suspended by order 
of Russian authorities for allegedly violating the law.

The organisation refused to own up to the contro-
versial “foreign agent” title for advocating for politi-
cally persecuted people and prisoners for many years. 
Russian authorities say the current investigation, 
launched earlier this month, concerns the allegation 
that the Memorial included people who cooperated 
with Nazi Germany during World War II in its lists 
of victims. Memorial is known for its work on crimes 
committed during the communist regime.
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DPA 
MOSCOW

CHINESE leader Xi Jinping 
on Tuesday invited President 
Vladimir Putin to visit Beijing 
as they sat down for  talks on 
the second day of Xi’s visit to 
Moscow. “I invite you to visit 
China as soon as possible,” Xi, 
who also invited Prime Min-
ister Mikhail Mishustin, said.  
Economic cooperation was ex-
pected to be the central topic 
of talks on Tuesday, follow-
ing Putin and Xi’s one-on-one 
meeting on Monday to discuss 
the Ukraine war. Any change in 
China’s stance on the war could 
have major consequences.

Tuesday’s talks also include 
government delegations. The 
Chinese leader was welcomed 
at the front door of the Grand 
Kremlin Palace on Tuesday by 
the Commandant of the Krem-
lin, Sergey Udovenko, accord-
ing news agency TASS. 

The two greeted each other 
with a handshake, after which 
national anthems  were played.
The two sides are due to sign 
two major agreements to ex-
pand an “all-encompassing 
partnership” and “strategic co-
operation,” according to Krem-
lin. Russian Defence Minister 

Sergei Shoigu will also attend 
the meeting. The West fears 
that China could supply weap-
ons to neighbouring Russia for 
its war against Ukraine, and 
leaders such as NATO chief 
Jens Stoltenberg have warned 
that it would be a major mis-
take for Beijing to do so. For 
Putin, the visit from Beijing is 
welcome because it allows him 
to show that he is not isolated 
following the Ukraine inva-
sion February last year. China 
has not condemned Russia’s 
war against Ukraine and says 
it is committed to peace nego-
tiations. Xi had emphasised 
China’s neutral position at the 

start of his visit. While China is 
considered a close ally of Rus-
sia, Beijing has largely com-
plied with international sanc-
tions against Moscow so as not 
to become a target of punitive 
measures itself.

On Friday, the Internation-
al Criminal Court in The Hague 
issued an arrest warrant for 
Putin and his commissioner of 
children’s rights, Maria Lvova-
Belova, for allegedly deporting 
Ukrainian children to Russia. 
Putin faces no chance of be-
ing arrested if he accepts Xi’s 
invitation to Beijing as China 
doesn’t recognise ICC as Russia 
and the US.

Xi invites Putin to Beijing

Xi Jinping and Vladimir Putin at Kremlin, Moscow on Tuesday. (AFP)

43,000 estimated dead in Somalia’s longest on-record drought last year

US continues to outspend Europe 
on defence in NATO annual report

Pension protests rage in 
France despite Macron’s 
no-confidence vote win

Chinese data from animal market 
gives clues on COVID-19 origins

Ukraine says it killed ‘traitor’ in Russian-held area

AGENCIES
NAIROBI

A report said an estimated 
43,000 people died during So-
malia’s longest drought last 
year, and half likely were chil-
dren under five. It is the first of-
ficial death toll announced in the 
drought affecting many parts 
of the Horn of Africa. At least 
18,000 people, and as many as 
34,000, are forecast to die in the 
first six months of this year.“The 
current crisis is far from over,” 

says the report released Monday 
by the World Health Organiza-
tion and the United Nations 
children’s agency and carried 
out by the London School of Hy-
giene and Tropical Medicine. 

Somalia, neighbouring 
Ethiopia, and Kenya are facing 
a sixth failed rainy season while 
rising global food prices and 
the war in Ukraine complicate 
the hunger crisis. The UN and 
partners earlier this year said 
they were no longer forecast-
ing a formal famine declaration 

for Somalia for now. Still, they 
called the situation “extremely 
critical”, with more than 6 mil-
lion people hungry in that coun-
try alone. 

Famine is the extreme lack 
of food and a significant death 
rate from outright starvation 
or malnutrition combined with 
diseases like cholera. A for-
mal famine declaration means 
data shows more than a fifth of 
households have extreme food 
gaps, more than 30% of children 
are acutely malnourished, and 

over two people out of 10,000 
are dying every day. “The risk 
of famine still remains,” the UN 
resident coordinator in Somalia, 
Adam Abdelmoula, told journal-
ists. 

This year, some humanitar-
ian and climate officials have 
warned that trends are worse 
than in the 2011 famine in So-
malia, in which a quarter-mil-
lion people died. “The death rate 
was increasing as the year came 
to a close,” London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 

professor Francesco Checchi 
told journalists. The hardest-hit 
populations are in Bay and Ba-
kool in southwest Somalia and 
displaced people who have fled 
to the capital, Mogadishu. 

Millions of livestock have 
died in the current crisis com-
pounded by climate change, 
and insecurity as Somalia bat-
tles thousands of fighters with 
al-Qaida’s East Africa affiliate, 
al-Shabab. The UN migration 
agency says a record high of 3.8 
million people are displaced. 

A food security assessment 
released last month said that 
nearly a half-million children 
in Somalia would likely be se-
verely malnourished this year. 
This time, the world is looking 
elsewhere, many humanitarian 
officials say. “Many of the tradi-
tional donors have washed their 
hands and focused on Ukraine,” 
the UN resident coordinator 
told the visiting US ambassa-
dor to the UN, Linda Thomas-
Greenfield, during a briefing in 
Mogadishu in January.

DPA
BRUSSELS

NATO’S 30 members spent 
an estimated $1.2 trillion on 
defence in 2022, a 2.2% in-
crease in real terms compared 
to the previous year - but the 
United States is still picking up 
the bulk of the tab, according 
to an alliance report released 
on Tuesday. NATO Secre-
tary General Jens Stoltenberg 
made the figures public with 
the release of NATO’s annual 
report, which showed that the 

US is footing 70 percent of 
NATO’s defence spending. “In 
a more dangerous world, allies 
increasingly see 2% of gross 
domestic product (GDP) spent 
on defence as a floor and not a 
ceiling,” Stoltenberg said in his 
foreword to the NATO annual 
report. Figures from NATO’s 
report showed that the 30% 
share not paid for by the US 
came from Canada and the 
remaining 28 European mem-
bers.This comes despite US 
pressure to boost spending and 
the full-scale Russian invasion 

of Ukraine.
However, NATO’s annual 

report praised European allies 
and Canada for increasing “de-
fence spending for the eighth 
consecutive year.” Seven of the 
alliance members met NATO’s 
self-imposed 2% pledge for de-
fence spending as a proportion 
of GDP in 2022, down from 8 
in 2021 and 11 in 2020. This is 
up, however, from just three 
countries in 2014, the year 
NATO members committed to 
reaching this spending pledge 
faster after Russia annexed 

Crimea in Ukraine.Greece 
spent the largest proportion of 
its economic output at 3.54 per 
cent in 2022, ahead of the US 
at 3.46%. Lithuania, Poland, 
Britain, Estonia and Latvia fol-
lowed this. Germany lags at 
1.49% despite German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz announc-
ing in February 2022 plans to 
invest 2% of GDP in defence 
every year in response to the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
As a point of reference, the US 
alone accounts for 54% of the 
alliance’s GDP.

DPA
PARIS

POLICE arrested some 142 
people in the French capital 
overnight during street protests 
that followed the finalisation of 
the government’s pensions re-
forms, with the fierce political 
row showing little sign of abat-
ing. Eleven police officers were 
injured, broadcaster BFMTV 
reported, citing police sources. 
Reports said demonstrations 
also broke out in other cities, 
including Saint-Étienne, Stras-
bourg, Amiens, Caen and Tou-
louse.

President Emmanuel Ma-
cron plans to meet Prime Min-
ister Elisabeth Borne and the 
leaders of various political 
groups on Tuesday to tackle the 
fallout from the previous politi-
cal developments. The govern-
ment on Monday survived two 
no-confidence votes triggered 
by its decision to force through 
the highly-debated legislation 
without a vote in the lower 
house of parliament. About 
2,000 police officers were de-
ployed in Paris alone to tackle 

the unrest, BFMTV reported. 
Some demonstrators set fire to 
rubbish bins and carried plac-
ards calling for Macron to re-
sign or threatening to take arms 
against the government.

Politicians from both the 
right and the left have called for 
Borne to resign. The reform to 
gradually raise the retirement 
age from 62 to 64 was passed on 
Monday evening after the rejec-
tion of two motions of no confi-
dence tabled by the opposition.
However, the outcome of Mon-
day’s votes was narrower than 
expected by many, in what was 
seen as a blow to the govern-
ment. Currently, the retirement 
age in France is 62. However, 
retirement begins later on aver-
age: those not paid enough for a 
full pension must work longer. 

The reform aims to close a 
looming gap in France’s pen-
sion fund. There have been 
repeated strikes and violent 
protests against the reform for 
weeks. Further strikes and pro-
tests are planned for Thursday.
Opposition parties are expected 
to refer the dispute to a Consti-
tutional Council on Tuesday.

AGENCIES 
LONDON

RESEARCHERS said that 
data from the early days of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, briefly 
uploaded to a global database 
by Chinese scientists, gives 
crucial information on the 
outbreak’s origins, including 
an animal market in the Chi-
nese city of Wuhan. The virus 
was first identified in Wu-
han in December 2019, with 
many suspecting the Huanan 
live animal market to be the 
source of a disease that  killed 
nearly 7 million people.

The scientists published 
a pre-print report based on 
their interpretation of the data 
on Monday, after leaks in the 
media last week and a meet-
ing with the WHO, which has 
urged China to release more 
information.

The data from the Chinese 
Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) is no 
longer available on the GI-
SAID database where the sci-
entists found it.According to 
the scientists who accessed it, 
it comprised new sequences 
of the SARS-CoV-2 virus and 

additional genomic data based 
on samples taken from the live 
animal market in 2020.The 
sequences showed that rac-
coon dogs and other animals 
susceptible to the virus were 
present in the market and may 
have been infected, provid-
ing a new clue in the chain of 
transmission, they said.

“This adds to the body of 
evidence identifying the Hua-
nan market as the spillover 
location of Sars-CoV-2 and 
the epicentre of the COVID-19 
pandemic,” said the report.It 
was written by authors includ-
ing the University of Arizona’s 
Michael Worobey, Kristian 

Andersen of Scripps Research 
in La Jolla, California, and 
Florence Débarre at the Sor-
bonne University in Paris, 
who accessed the data. 

In comparison to the 
leaked information last week, 
the report adds detail about 
other animals present at the 
market, as well as showing 
that some of the SARS-CoV-2 
positive environmental sam-
ples had more animal than 
human. WHO officials said 
that the information was not 
conclusive but did represent 
a new lead into COVID’s ori-
gins, and should have been 
shared.

DPA 
KYIV

UKRAINE’S military intelli-
gence claimed responsibility 
on Monday for the murder 
of what it said was a “trai-
tor” in a Russian-occupied 
area. “The organizer of tor-
ture chambers in the Kherson 
region, Serhiy Moskalenko, 
was recently liquidated in the 
temporarily occupied terri-
tory,” the intelligence service 
announced on Monday.

Moskalenko cooperated 
with the Russian occupiers 
and was the head of a prison 
for those awaiting trial in the 
southern Ukrainian region of 
Kherson, according to a state-
ment from the service. He 
was killed on Friday. “Every 
war criminal awaits his just 
punishment,” the authori-
ties said. Media reports said 
a car bomb in the southern 

Ukrainian town of Skadovsk 
on Sunday killed him. Before 
the Russian invasion some 
13 months ago, Moskalenko, 
born in 1978, had owned a lo-
cal private security company. 

Several Ukrainians work-
ing with Moscow have been 
killed in attacks in Russian-
occupied territories. Parlia-
ment member Olexiy Kova-
lev, from Ukrainian President 

Volodymyr Zelensky’s Serv-
ants of the People party, was 
shot dead in the Kherson re-
gion in August. On Monday, 
Ukraine’s Defence Ministry 
claimed that an explosion 
in the city of Dzhankoi in 
Crimea destroyed Russian 
missiles being transported 
by rail.  Ukraine alleged the 
missiles had been intended 
for use by Russia’s Black Sea 
fleet. The ministry did not 
claim responsibility for the 
attack, and there was no con-
firmation from the Russian 
side that missiles had been 
destroyed.

 The Moscow-appointed 
head of Crimea, Sergei Ak-
syonov, said air defence had 
shot down Ukrainian drones 
in Dzhankoi.Meanwhile, Rus-
sia has threatened once again 
to end the Black Sea grain deal 
just days after it was extended 
for at least two months. 
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Supporters of former prime minister Imran Khan and riot police scuffle 
outside Khan’s house to prevent officers from arresting him, in Lahore 
on Tuesday. (AFP)

Gendarmes is on guard near an oil terminal in western France. (AFP)

 DPA 
WASHINGTON

THE International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) approved some $3 
billion to support crisis-stricken 
Sri Lanka’s policies and reforms. 
“Sri Lanka has been hit hard by 
a catastrophic economic and hu-

manitarian crisis,” the IMF said. 
“The economy is facing signifi-
cant challenges stemming from 
pre-existing vulnerabilities and 
policy missteps leading up to 
the crisis, further aggravated by 
a series of external shocks.” The 
48-month arrangement under 
the Extended Fund Facility is 

intended to support the island 
state’s economy and develop-
ment and help to stabilise pub-
lic finances again. The decision 
by the IMF executive board will 
“enable an immediate disburse-
ment” of a first payment of 
around $333 million. Further 
payments are contingent on Sri 

Lankan authorities following 
previously agreed measures. Sri 
Lanka turned to the IMF after 
the country ran into an unprec-
edented economic crisis result-
ing in shortages of fuel, gas, 
medicine and food, leading to 
social unrest and protests across 
the country. Former president 

Gotabaya Rajapaksa and former 
prime minister Mahinda Raja-
paksa stepped down from their 
positions following the protests.  
State Minister of Finance She-
han Semasinghe said Sri Lanka 
would tighten financial controls 
and enact new anti-corruption 
laws, as he emphasised that the 

IMF program will help the coun-
try’s credibility and capacity to 
obtain loans from other institu-
tions. Sri Lanka is experiencing 
its worst economic crisis in dec-
ades. Lacking foreign currency 
reserves, the country of about 
22 million people cannot repay 
government debts.

Security guards outside the Wuhan Institute of Virology. (AFP)

IMF approves $3bn bailout package for crisis-hit Sri Lanka
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AS part of its continued com-
mitment to enabling new Qatari 
businesses and talents, PwC Qa-
tar organised a dedicated execu-
tive networking session partici-
pated by top representatives of 
Qatari private companies at the 
PwC office in Doha on Tuesday. 

During the session, PwC re-
inforced its commitment to sup-
porting local Qatari SMEs and 
the private sector.

PwC’s senior leaders and in-
dustry experts provided insights 
into the Middle East’s leading 
consultancy’s strategy in Qatar, 
outlined potential collaboration 
opportunities across invest-
ments and shared new digital 
technologies during an interac-
tive discussion. The recent Mid-
dle East CEO survey also pro-
vided an opportunity to explore 
themes relevant to Qatar.

At the event, PwC’s Emtech 
lab experts showcased cutting-
edge technologies and solutions 
across Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) and Virtual Reality (VR) 
that support the digital trans-
formation journey of local busi-
nesses and deliver sustained 
outcomes by combining the best 
talent with digital innovation.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Bassam Hajhamad, Qatar 
Country Senior Partner at PwC 
Qatar, said: “This event rein-
forces our commitment to the 
private sector and its critical 
role in driving Qatar’s econom-
ic growth.”

He said, “We are very excit-
ed about the future of Qatar’s 
SMEs and the unique opportu-
nities to capitalise on, driven by 
National Development Strategy 
(NDS3) and beyond. Our part-

nership with the private sector 
in Qatar has flourished over the 
past years across various areas 
and sectors, including consult-
ing, legal and tax services, cy-
ber and digital with many suc-
cess stories and investments as 
part of our continued commit-
ment to enabling new Qatari 
businesses and talents.”

Bassam said that CEOs in 
Qatar and the Middle East, in 
general, are optimistic about the 
region’s economic growth pros-

pects with around two-thirds of 
business leaders expecting an 
improvement this year. 

“Middle East are confident 
in regional growth and are 
transforming their businesses 
embracing new technologies, 
investing, driving cost efficien-
cies, moving on deal activity 
and taking active steps to miti-
gate the risk of climate change,” 
he said.

Alongside continued confi-
dence, he said, “Another major 

theme that emerges from our 
CEO survey is the clear fo-
cus on digital transformation 
among business leaders in the 
Middle East. Already last year, 
this trend was apparent, with 
technology being cited as the 
critical priority. This year, that 
chorus grew with technologi-
cal disruption heading the list 
of issues Middle East business 
leaders believe will affect their 
industry’s profitability over 
the next decade, cited by two-

thirds of CEOs. 
“It edges out three other 

significant concerns: supply 
chain disruption, changes in 
regulation, and changing cus-
tomer demands or preferences. 
The focus on technology as the 
largest potential disruptor sin-
gles out the Middle East region, 
given that at a global level, just 
under half of CEOs are seeing 
it as being a significant factor 
for their industry over the next 
decade.”

Role of private sector critical in driving 
Qatar’s economic growth, says PwC 

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

DOHA Bank signed an agree-
ment with Bank Al Habib Lim-
ited which is one of the leading 
commercial banks in Pakistan, 
having a network of more 
than 1080 branches and sub-
branches in 438 cities across 
Pakistan. 

The arrangement will sup-
port the online electronic fund 
transfer from Doha Bank to 
Pakistan. The agreement was 
signed on March 13, 2023, in 
a function held at Doha Bank 
head office by Doha Bank Act-
ing CEO & Chief Treasury and 
Investment Officer Gudni Sti-
holt Adalsteinsson and Bank AL 
Habib Divisional Head – Busi-
ness Development Qamber Ali. 

Highlighting the presence 
of the Pakistani community in 
Qatar, Gudni said, “Doha Bank 
is committed to serving the 
non-residents from Pakistan 
and this tie-up will benefit the 
Pakistani community in Qa-
tar.”

Commenting on the agree-
ment, Qamber Ali said, “I 
would like to congratulate both 
Bank AL Habib and Doha Bank 
team on this affiliation, which 

will help both organisations 
in serving Pakistani expatri-
ates for an instant, simple and 
secure transaction process-
ing. Bank AL Habib continues 
to play a vital role in routing 
remittances through banking 
channels and feels immense 
pleasure to provide our servic-

es in collaboration with Doha 
Bank. These services will be 
offered Free of charge for cus-
tomers under the Pakistan Re-
mittance Initiative scheme”

Doha Bank Deputy CEO 
Sheikh Abdulrahman Fahad Al 
Thani and Chief Retail Banking 
Officer Braik Ali H S Al Marri 

were present on the occasion 
for the signing ceremony. Braik 
mentioned that this tie-up is in 
addition to the arrangements 
in place for Indian, Filipinos, 
Sri Lankans and Egyptian resi-
dents in Qatar to remit funds 
in a secure and cost-effective 
manner.

Doha Bank ties up with Bank Al Habib for 
secure, free money transfers to Pakistan

Doha Bank Acting CEO & Chief Treasury and Investment Officer Gudni Stiholt Adalsteinsson and Bank AL 
Habib Divisional Head – Business Development Qamber Ali sign the agreement in Doha.  

Doha Bank Deputy CEO Sheikh Abdulrahman Fahad Al Thani, Doha Bank Acting CEO & Chief Treasury and Investment Officer Gudni Stiholt 
Adalsteinsson and Bank AL Habib Divisional Head – Business Development Qamber Ali and other dignitaries at the agreement signing 
ceremony in Doha.  
  

Top representatives of Qatar’s private sector take part in a dedicated executive networking session organised by PwC Qatar in Doha on Tuesday.  

SATYENDRA PATHAK 
DOHA 

QNB Financial Services (QN-
BFS) on Tuesday announced 
that it will continue to maintain 
an outperform rating on Estith-
mar as the company’s fourth-
quarter results in 2022 were 
significantly better than expec-
tations both at the top and the 
bottom line.

“The company’s revenue 
climbed 38.5 percent YoY to 
QR1.2 billion against our esti-
mate of QR874.5 million. While 
World Cup-related activities 
bolstered sales, we note that 
these results are also signifi-
cantly ahead of management’s 
guidance, specifically within 
services and contracting and 
industry segments. IGRD’s 
net margin improved YoY to 
8 percent from 6 percent but 
weakened sequentially from 9.1 
percent,” QNBFS said in a com-
pany report.

“All divisions experienced 
revenue growth as the two new 
divisions started operations. 
The tourism division which be-
gan operations in November 
registered revenue of QR103.9 
million in the fourth quarter of 
2022,” it said. 

“Traditional businesses 
were robust with the contract-
ing and industries segment reg-
istering a 45.1 percent YoY reve-
nue growth to QR622.9 million 
in the fourth quarter of 2022, 
while the services segment rev-
enue rose 54.8 percent YoY to 
QR742.6 million,” it said.

With the recent announce-
ment of new offshore projects, 
it said, “We expect more capital 
raises in future, with the initial 
effect of equity and/or earnings 
dilution. Coupled with no or 
limited distributions to share-
holders, the company’s share 
price faces near-term head-
winds. However, we are bullish 
on its above-average growth in 
the medium-term,” it said.

“Our thesis is that in the 
medium-term, higher margin 
divisions like healthcare, tour-
ism and services should offset 
some of the weakness that we 
see in its traditional business of 
contracting & industries. While 
we expect to adjust our TP in 
a subsequent note to take into 
account the capital markets de-
velopments primarily related 
to the latest cost of capital and 
market multiples signals, we 
expect to maintain an outper-
form rating,” it said.

QNBFS maintains 
outperform rating 

on Estithmar

QNA
DOHA

QATAR Stock Exchange (QSE) 
issued data showing an in-
crease of 10.27 percent in the 
net profits of companies listed 
on the stock exchange in 2022, 
reaching QR 49.483 billion, 
compared to QR 44.871 billion                        
in 2021.

The data attributed the 
increase in profits to a rise in 
the profits of the banking and 
financial services sector by 7.91 
percent in 2022, standing at 
QR 26.445 billion, compared 
to QR 24.507 billion in 2021.

The industrial sector’s prof-
its also increased by 9.71 per-

cent to reach QR 14.759 billion, 
compared to QR 13.485 billion 
in 2021.

The telecom sector compa-
nies’ profits came in third place, 
with a net profit of QR 2.8 bil-
lion in 2022, compared to QR 
374 million in 2021, whereas 
the transportation sector com-
panies ranked fourth, achieving 
a net profit of QR 2.6 billion, up 
from QR 2.3 billion in 2021.

The services and consumer 
goods sector ranked fifth, with 
a net profit of QR 1.860 billion, 
compared to QR 1.880 billion 
in 2021, whilst the real estate 
sector ranked sixth, with net 
profits of QR 1.6 billion, com-
pared to QR 1.2 billion in 2021.

Profit of QSE-listed firms surge 
10.27% to reach QR49.483 bn
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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UNITED Development Com-
pany, master developer of The 
Pearl and Gewan Islands, has 
reaffirmed its commitment to 
practicing the highest stand-
ards of global environmental 
sustainability by launching 
eco-friendly initiatives, in line 
with Qatar National Vision 
2030 objectives represented in 
the Qatar National Strategy for 
the Environment and Climate 
Change.

In keeping with UDC’s de-
velopment vision that empha-
sizes environmental sustain-
ability, UDC has stepped up 
its efforts to make The Pearl 
Island a healthy and sustaina-
ble community for all residents 
and employees, by launching 
a variety of environmental ini-
tiatives that contribute to envi-
ronmental sustainability.

Tree Planting for New Em-
ployees Among the most prom-
inent initiatives launched by 
UDC recently, is to plant trees 
for every new employee who 
joins the company and succes-
sively for every five years spent 
at UDC. The initiative aims to 
reduce carbon dioxide emis-
sions in the air and maximize 
the Island’s green spaces which 
currently house 7,700 trees 

compensating for almost 197 
tons of carbon dioxide.

The initiative, which was 
launched in October 2022 dur-
ing Qatar Sustainability Week, 
reiterates UDC’s international 

commitment to the Paris Cli-
mate Change Agreement, 
which aims to reduce carbon 
emissions.

To set off the initiative 
at The Pearl and Gewan Is-

lands, 600 different trees 
were planted thus far with 
each new employee receiv-
ing a certificate recognizing 
his tree’s planting and com-
memorating his joining in an 

eco-friendly way. In partner-
ship with the United Nations, 
the Green Organization has 
planted 160 trees as part of 
its global campaign to plant a 
trillion trees.

UDC stressed that reduc-
ing carbon dioxide emissions 
is more effective than offsetting 
them, which is key to achiev-
ing environmental sustainabil-
ity and preserving the environ-
ment for future generations. To 
achieve this, UDC urged indi-
viduals to practice sustainable 
solutions to the environment 
such as turning off lights and 
air conditioners after working 
hours, separating food waste, 
using reusable water bottles, 
limiting the use of non-biode-
gradable plastic, and rational-
izing energy and water con-
sumption.

UDC has also urged its staff 
and residents at The Pearl Is-
land to recycle waste as a daily 
habit, partake in recycling cam-
paigns, tree planting, and use 
products of sustainable mate-
rials, in aims of protecting the 
planet.

UDC’s environmentally 
friendly practices continue in-
spiring The Pearl Island visi-
tors, residents, and UDC staff 
to work together towards ac-
complishing UDC’s vision of 
environmental sustainabil-
ity and reflecting eco-friendly 
values through facing climate 
change, increasing environ-
ment awareness, and preserv-
ing the Island’s marine envi-
ronment.

Green spaces at The Pearl Island.

UDC launches tree planting initiative at The Pearl Island

Nakilat and HSD Engine 
ink long-term services, 
maintenance contract

The agreement will further improve the operational efficiency of the 
vessels’ engines and contribute to the overall LNG fleet availability

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Gas Transport Compa-
ny (Nakilat) and HSD Engine 
have signed a long-term service 
agreement for the provision of 
spares and maintenance ser-
vices necessary to maintain 
the reliability of engines on-
board Nakilat’s wholly owned 
LNG vessels. This agreement 
will further improve the opera-
tional efficiency of the vessels’ 
engines and contribute to the 
overall LNG fleet availability 
thereby maintaining Nakilat’s 
vision of being a global leader 

and provider of choice for en-
ergy transportation and mari-
time services.

Nakilat’s Chief Executive 
Officer Eng. Abdullah Al Sulai-
ti said: “We are very pleased to 
sign this agreement with HSD 
Engine today. 

“At Nakilat, our priority is 
to increase the operational effi-
ciency of our vessels and main-
taining the highest reliability 
and safety standards, as it gives 
us the competitive advantage 
at a time when the company 
is expanding its reach in the 
global gas shipping market.” 

HSD Engine Chief Execu-

tive Officer. Young Youl Koh 
said: “We are honoured and 
excited to sign this agreement 
with Nakilat. 

“We will do our best to 
contribute to the safe opera-
tion and profit creation of the 
Nakilat fleet. Through this con-
tract, we will further strength-
en our cooperative relationship 
with Nakilat, and through the 
successful implementation 
of this project, we will strive 
to become a trusted business 
partner that provides the 
highest level of technical ser-
vices in Qatar and the Middle 
East.”

Nakilat and HSD Engine have signed a long-term service agreement

Ramadan offer: QIB offers double 
points on supermarket spends

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THROUGH the “Double your 
Points” campaign, QIB custom-
ers can double their reward 
points using their Credit or 
Charge cards in supermarkets 
throughout Ramadan, Qatar 
Islamic Bank , Qatar’s leading 
digital bank, announced the 
launch “Double Your Points” 
Ramadan campaign for its cred-
it and charge cardholders. 

The new campaign, valid 
until April 20, offers customers 
double rewards on all their lo-
cal and international spends at 
supermarkets such as Al Meera, 
Lulu, Carrefour, Monoprix us-
ing their Visa and Mastercard 

credit cards and charge cards, 
as well as the bank’s cobranded 
cards with Qatar Airways.

During the campaign’s du-
ration, customers can double 
their points, in the form of Ab-
sher points when using their 
credit and charge cards, or Avi-
os when using the QIB-Qatar 
Airways co-branded cards. To 
double the points, the minimum 
of each transaction should be 
equal to or more than QR1,000 
with local and international su-
permarkets at any POS, includ-
ing online local or international 
purchases. 

The maximum loyalty points 
customers can receive is 25,000 
points per customer which will 
be credited by the end of May 

2023 in the customer’s respec-
tive Absher or Avios accounts. 
During the blessed month of 
Ramadan, supermarkets wit-
ness high usage for personal 
and family consumption or for 
charity for the less fortunate. 
QIB rewards its valuable cus-
tomers on all their supermarket 
spends with a spirit of giving 
back to the community.

D. Anand, QIB’s General 
Manager – Personal Banking 
Group said: “We are pleased to 
be once again sharing with the 
community the spirit of giving 
in the month of generosity. Our 
Ramadan campaign aims to 
reward our customers on their 
supermarket spends during this 
month.”

QCB GOVERNOR PARTICIPATES IN GCC CBANKERS MEETING

THE Governor of Qatar Central Bank (QCB) Sheikh Bandar bin Mohammed bin Saoud Al Thani par-
ticipated in the 80th meeting of the Committee of Central Banks Governors of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) and the 59th meeting of the Board of Directors of the Gulf Monetary Council that were 
held in Muscat on Tuesday. The meetings discussed several topics and the appropriate decisions were 
taken. (QNA)
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Project Qatar 2023 to highlight advancements 
in Qatar’s industrial manufacturing sector

Latest edition of Project Qatar will introduce a first-of-its-kind ‘Qatari Industries’ zone with a focus on supporting local manufacturers

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

TO be held Under the patron-
age of Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs His 
Excellency Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Abdul Rahman Al Thani-
from May 29 to June 1, 2023, in 
DECC, Project Qatar 2023 will 
be putting special emphasis on 
promoting Qatar’s industrial 
manufacturing sector to a large 
global audience. 

The 19th edition of the flag-
ship event will showcase the 
national manufacturers’ prod-
ucts to over thousands of visi-
tors, further boosting the coun-
try’s industrial growth. 

Project Qatar 2023 will 

highlight the country’s major 
advancements in the indus-
trial manufacturing sector. The 
sector has experienced rapid 
growth over the years, as more 
factories are introduced each 
year. By the end of 2022, the 
building materials and chemi-
cal products industry had 281 
factories producing 392 prod-
ucts, the metal and steel sec-
tor had 179 factories producing 
291 products, and the recycling 
industry had 135 factories pro-
ducing 215 goods. 

Haidar Mshaimesh, Gen-
eral Manager, IFP Qatar said: 
“Qatar strives to look beyond 
its borders and promote the ex-
port of its goods to internation-
al markets, to promote growth 

in the industrial sector. 
In line with this vision, Pro-

ject Qatar 2023 will introduce 
Qatar’s Industrial Manufactur-
ing sector to the event’s global 
audience with the goal of ex-
tending the reach and promot-
ing the goods of national man-
ufacturers.

 As a trade event with the 
highest number of internation-
al attendees in the country, the 
flagship exhibition serves as an 
ideal launchpad to the neigh-
bouring regional markets.”

“One of our greatest assets 
is the sheer volume of interna-
tional participation. Moreover, 
numerous foreign businesses 
looking for business opportu-
nities in the country have been 

welcomed by Project Qatar 
over the years. 

As a result, we are confi-
dent that this year’s edition will 
also provide stakeholders with 
a great opportunity to con-
nect and network, in order to 

ensure long-term growth and 
build strategic partnerships,” 
he added.

The top exhibiting profiles 
of Project Qatar 2023 will in-
clude Construction Technolo-
gies and Services, Interior De-
sign and Finishing, Heating, 
Ventilation, and Air Condition-
ing (HVAC), Stone Tech, and 
PMV Series, along with several 
other key pillars in the develop-
ment of the construction sector 
in Qatar. 

The latest edition of the 
exhibition will also introduce 
new dedicated zones and ac-
tivities to support the evolving 
demands of the Qatar market 
and its clients. New conference 
topics, certified training ses-

sions, and workshops will also 
be launched in an effort to en-
sure the continued growth of 
all construction industry pro-
fessionals of the country. 

Project Qatar, which has 
had 18 previous successful edi-
tions, has attracted the most 
exhibitors of any business 
event in Qatar and is known for 
bringing together local and in-
ternational companies. 

One of the event’s great-
est strengths is also the active 
participation of government 
institutions, who consistently 
attend and speak about the big-
gest projects and newest trends 
taking place in Qatar, demon-
strating the event’s high cred-
ibility and reputation.

Project Qatar 2023 will be held at the Doha Exhibition and Convention Centre from May 29 to June 1, 2023.

Google’s artificially intelligent 
‘Bard’ set for next stage

AGENCIES

GOOGLE announced Tuesday 
it’s allowing more people to 
interact with “ Bard,” the arti-
ficially intelligent chatbot the 
company is building to counter 
Microsoft’s early lead in a piv-
otal battleground of technol-
ogy.

In Bard’s next stage, Google 
is opening a waitlist to use an 
AI tool that’s similar to the 
ChatGPT technology Micro-
soft began deploying in its Bing 
search engine to much fanfare 
last month. And last week, 
Microsoft embedded more AI-
powered technology in its word 
processing, spreadsheet and 
slide presentation programs 
with a new feature called Co-
pilot.

Until now, Bard had only 
been available to a small group 
of “trusted testers” hand-picked 
by Google. The Mountain View, 
California, company, which is 
owned by Alphabet Inc., isn’t 
saying how many people will be 
given access to Bard in the next 
step of the technology’s devel-
opment. Initial applicants will 
be limited to the U.S. and the 
U.K. before Google offers Bard 

in more countries.
Google is treading carefully 

with the rollout of its AI tools, 
in part because it has more 
to lose if the technology spits 
out inaccurate information or 
takes its users down dark cor-
ridors. That’s because Google’s 
dominant search engine has 
become a de facto gateway to 
the internet for billions of peo-
ple, raising the risk of a mas-
sive backlash that could tarnish 
its image and undercut its ad-
driven business if the technol-
ogy behaves badly.

Despite the technology’s pit-
falls, Bard still offers “incredible 
benefits” such as “jumpstarting 
human productivity, creativity 
and curiosity,” Google said in 
a blog post that two of its vice 
presidents — Sissie Hsiao and 
Eli Collins — wrote with assis-
tance from Bard.

As a precautionary meas-
ure, Google is limiting the 
amount of interaction that can 
occur between Bard and its us-
ers — a tactic Microsoft has im-
posed with ChatGPT after me-
dia coverage detailed instances 
when the technology likened 
an Associated Press reporter 
to Hitler and tried to persuade 

a New York Times reporter to 
divorce his wife.

Google also is providing 
access to Bard through a sepa-
rate site from its search engine, 
which serves as the foundation 
for the digital ads that generate 
most of its profits. 

In a tacit acknowledge-
ment that Bard may be prone 
to straying into manufacturing 
falsehoods, which are being 
called “hallucinations” in tech-
nology circles, Google is pro-
viding a query box connected 
to its search engine to make it 
easier for users to check on the 
accuracy of the information be-
ing displayed by the AI.Bard 
made an embarrassing blunder 
shortly after Google unveiled 
the tool by prominently dis-
playing a wrong answer about 
a scientific milestone during 
a presentation that was sup-
posed to show how smart the 
technology could be. 

The gaffe contributed to a 
nearly 8% drop in Alphabet’s 
stock in a single day, wiping 
out about $100 billion in share-
holder wealth and underscor-
ing how closely investors are 
watching how Google handles 
the transition to AI.

MOECC discusses state of  
circular economy in Qatar

QNA
DOHA

THE Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change (MOECC) 
organized a workshop on the 
state of the circular economy 
in Qatar. The workshop was 
hosted in cooperation with the 
Global Green Growth Institute.

The workshop comes with-
in the framework of joint coop-
eration between the Ministry 
of Environment and Climate 
Change and the Global Green 
Growth Institute, to promote 
the circular economy as one of 
the main work streams to sup-

port economic diversification, 
and to integrate circular princi-
ples and sustainable consump-
tion and production into the 
planning and implementation 
of national development, as 
well as the strategies and op-
erations of companies in Qatar.

The workshop aimed to 
provide basic evidence and 
best practices for developing 
circular economy policies and 
frameworks in Qatar, exchang-
ing knowledge and consulting 
with stakeholders on circular 
economy initiatives, and the 
relevant policy landscape in 
Qatar and at the international 

level, in addition to enhanc-
ing awareness and capacity 
building on the concept of the 
circular economy, and what 
It means in practice, between 
stakeholders in the public and 
private sectors, sharing the 
findings to achieve internation-
al best practices in key sectors.

The two-day workshop 
gathered stakeholders from 
the government, private sector, 
non-governmental organiza-
tions to familiarize them with 
the circular economy and the 
role it can play in combatting 
climate change and diversify-
ing the economy.

GM’s Cruise to test self-driving 
cars all over state of California

AGENCIES

GENERAL Motors’ Cruise au-
tonomous vehicle unit on Mon-
day asked California for per-
mission to test the cars across 
the entire state.

The GM subsidiary al-
ready is running an autono-
mous ride-hailing service in 
its hometown of San Francisco 
after testing for more than two 
years. It doesn’t have specific 
plans yet to expand testing in 
California, but applying with 
the Department of Motor Ve-

hicles is a step toward entering 
cities such as Los Angeles.

“While this application 
doesn’t represent any immedi-
ate change to our testing or op-
erations, we hope to continue 
working with the California 
DMV to safely and responsibly 
test our services in other cities 
in the future,” Cruise spokes-
man Drew Pusateri said in a 
statement.

If granted, the test permit 
won’t allow Cruise to carry 
non-employee passengers out-
side of San Francisco. Testing 

could be done up to 55 miles 
per hour (88 kilometers per 
hour) statewide, Cruise said.

Cruise also has been test-
ing autonomous Chevrolet Bolt 
electric vehicles, and carrying 
employees, friends and fam-
ily members in central Austin, 
Texas, and parts of Phoenix.

The GM subsidiary is 
under investigation by U.S. 
safety regulators for reports 
that its autonomous robot-
axis can unexpectedly come 
to a halt, potentially stranding  
passengers.
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Rapid growth 
Qatar’s industrial manufactur-
ing sector experiences rapid 
growth, with the metal and 
steel sector having 179 
factories with 291 products by 
the end of 2022.
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Army of lobbyists helped water 
down US banking regulations

Politicians in 2018 voted to roll back portions of a far-reaching 2010 law intended to prevent a future financial crisis 
AGENCIES

IT seemed like a good idea at 
the time: Red-state Demo-
crats facing grim reelection 
prospects would join forces 
with Republicans to slash 
bank regulations — demon-
strating a willingness to work 
with President Donald Trump 
while bucking many in their 
party.

That unlikely coalition 
voted in 2018 to roll back por-
tions of a far-reaching 2010 
law intended to prevent a fu-
ture financial crisis. 

But those changes are now 
being blamed for contributing 
to the recent collapse of Sili-
con Valley Bank and Signature 
Bank that prompted a federal 
rescue and has stoked anxiety 
about a broader banking con-
tagion.

The rollback was leveraged 
with a lobbying campaign that 
cost tens of millions of dollars 
that drew an army of hun-
dreds of lobbyists and it was 
seeded with ample campaign 
contributions.

The episode offers a fresh 
reminder of the power that 
bankers wield in Washington, 
where the industry spends 
prodigiously to fight regula-
tion and often hires former 
members of Congress and 
their staff to make the case 
that they are not a source of 
risk to the economy “The bot-
tom line is that these banks 
would have faced a tougher 
supervisory framework under 
the original law, but Congress 
and the Trump regulators 
took an ax to it,” said Carter 
Dougherty, a spokesman for 
Americans for Financial Re-
form, a left-leaning financial 
sector watchdog group.

 “We can draw a direct 
line between the deregulation 
of the Trump period, driven 
by the bank lobby, and the 
chaos of the last few weeks.” 
President Joe Biden has asked 
Congress for the authority to 
impose tougher penalties on 
failed banks. The Justice De-
partment and the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
have started investigations. 

And congressional Democrats 
are calling for new restrictions 
on financial institutions.

But so far there is no indi-
cation that another bipartisan 
coalition will form in Congress 
to put tougher regulations 
back in place, underscoring 
the banking industry’s contin-
ued clout.

That influence was on full 
display when the banking lob-
by worked for two years to wa-
ter down aspects of the 2010 
Dodd-Frank law that had 
placed weighty regulations on 
banks designed to reduce con-
sumer risk and force the insti-
tutions to adopt safer lending 
and investing practices.

Republicans had long 
looked to blunt the impact of 
Dodd-Frank. 

But rather than push for 
sweeping deregulation, Sen. 
Mike Crapo, an Idaho Re-
publican who led the Senate 
banking committee, hoped a 
narrowed focus could draw 
enough support from mod-
erate Democrats to clear the 
Senate’s 60-vote filibuster 
threshold.

Crapo broached the idea 
with Democratic Sens. Jon 

Tester of Montana, Joe Don-
nelly of Indiana and Heidi 
Heitkamp of North Dakota — 
all on the ballot in 2018 — as 
well as Mark Warner of Vir-
ginia. By the fall of that year, 
the bipartisan group met reg-
ularly, according to a copy of 
Tester’s office schedule posted 
to his Senate website.

A lobbying strategy also 
emerged, with companies and 
trade groups that specifically 
mention Crapo’s legislation 
spending more than $400 
million in 2017 and 2018, ac-
cording to an Associated Press 
analysis of the public lobbying 
disclosures.

The bill was sold to the 
public as a form of regulatory 
relief for overburdened com-
munity banks, which serviced 
farmers and smaller busi-
nesses. 

Community bankers from 
across the U.S. flew in to 
Washington to meet repeated-
ly with lawmakers, including 
Tester, who had 32 meetings 
with Montana bank officials. 

Local bank leaders pushed 
members of their congres-
sional delegation when they 
returned home.

But the measure also in-
cluded provisions sought by 
midsize banks that drastically 
curtailed oversight once the 
Trump Fed finished writing 
new regulations necessitated 
by the bill’s passage.

Specifically, the legislation 
lifted the threshold for banks 
that faced a strict regimen of 
oversight, including manda-
tory financial stress testing.

That component, which ef-
fectively carved large midsize 
banks out of more stringent 
regulation, has come under 
new scrutiny in light of the 
failure of Silicon Valley Bank 
and Signature Bank, whose 
executives lobbied on behalf 
of the 2018 rollback.

“The lobbyists were every-
where. You couldn’t throw an 
elbow without running into 
one,” Sen. Elizabeth Warren, a 
Massachusetts Democrat who 
vehemently opposed the bill, 
told reporters last week.

Campaign checks were 
written. Ads were cut. Mailers 
went out.

As a reward for their work, 
Heitkamp ($357,953), Tester 
($302,770) and Donnelly 
($265,349) became the top 

Senate recipients of money 
from the banking industry 
during the 2018 campaign 
season, according to OpenSe-
crets, a nonpartisan group 
tracking money in politics.

Democratic Senate leader 
Chuck Schumer freed mem-
bers to vote for the bill, a 
move intended to bolster the 
standing of vulnerable moder-
ate incumbents. But the move 
also bitterly divided the Dem-
ocratic caucus, with Warren 
singling out the moderates as 
doing Wall Street’s bidding.

In the hours before the bill 
passed the Senate with 17 Dem-
ocratic votes, Heitkamp took to 
the chamber floor to inveigh 
against the “diatribe,” “hy-
perbole” and “overstatement” 
from opponents of the bill.

Tester, meanwhile, hud-
dled with executives from 
Bank of America, Citigroup, 
Discover and Wells Fargo, 
who were there on behalf of 
the American Bankers Asso-
ciation, according to his pub-
licly available office schedule.

The American Bankers As-
sociation, which helped lead 
the push, later paid $125,000 
for an ad campaign thanking 
Tester for his role in the bill’s 
passage, records show.

Less than a month after the 
bill was passed out of the Sen-
ate, Tester met Greg Becker, 
the CEO for the now-collapsed 
Silicon Valley Bank, according 
to his schedule. 

Becker specifically lobbied 
Congress and the Federal Re-
serve to take a light regulatory 
approach with banks of his 
size. Lobbyists with the firm 
the Franklin Square Group, 
which had been retained by 
Silicon Valley Bank, donated 
$10,800 to Tester’s campaign, 
record show.

Heitkamp was the only 
member of the group invited 
to the bill signing ceremony, 
beaming alongside Trump. 
Later, Americans for Prosperi-
ty, the grassroots conservative 
group funded by the billion-
aire industrialist Koch broth-
ers, ran an online ad com-
mending Heitkamp for taking 
a stand against her party.

In an interview, Heitkamp 
pushed back against sug-
gestions that the legislation 
was directly responsible for 
the collapse of Silicon Val-
ley Bank. She acknowledged, 
however, that there was an 
open question about whether 
new rules put in place by the 
Fed after the measure was 
signed into law could have 
played a role.

“I’m willing to look at the 
argument that this had some-
thing to do with it,” Heitkamp 
said, adding: “I think you will 
find that (the Fed) was en-
gaged in some level of some 
supervision. Why that didn’t 
work? That’s the question that 
needs to be resolved.” 

In a statement issued last 
week, Tester did not directly 
address his role in the legisla-
tion, but he pledged to “take 
on anyone in Washington to 
ensure that the executives at 
these banks and regulators are 
held accountable.”

 Cam Fine, who led the 
Independent Community 
Bankers of America trade 
group during the legislative 
push, said the overall the 
bill was a good piece of leg-
islation that offered much 
needed relief to struggling 
community banks.

But like any major piece of 
legislation that moves through 
Congress, final passage hinged 
on support from a broad coa-
lition of interests — including 
those of Wall Street and mid-
size banks.

“Was it a perfect piece of 
legislation? No. But there’s 
an old saying in Washington: 
You can’t let the perfect be the 
enemy of the good,” said Fine.

Many of the moderate 
Democrats who supported the 
measure did not fare as well.

Of the core group who 
wrote the bill, only Tester 
won reelection. Others from 
red states who supported it, 
including Claire McCaskill of 
Missouri and Bill Nelson of 
Florida, lost.

Tester will be on the bal-
lot again in 2024. Last week 
he was in Silicon Valley for a 
fundraiser.

A woman leaves a branch of Signature Bank in New York.

Amazon slashes 9,000 more jobs, 
bringing 2023 total tally to 27,000

AGENCIES

AMAZON plans to eliminate 
9,000 more jobs in the next few 
weeks, CEO Andy Jassy said in 
a memo to staff on Monday.

The job cuts would mark 
the second largest round of lay-
offs in the company’s history, 
adding to the 18,000 employ-
ees the tech giant said it would 
lay off in January. The compa-
ny’s workforce doubled during 
the pandemic, however, in the 
midst of a hiring surge across 
almost the entire tech sector.

Tech companies have an-
nounced tens of thousands of 
job cuts this year.

In the memo, Jassy said the 
second phase of the company’s 
annual planning process com-
pleted this month led to the 
additional job cuts. He said 
Amazon will still hire in some 
strategic areas.

“Some may ask why we 
didn’t announce these role re-
ductions with the ones we an-
nounced a couple months ago. 
The short answer is that not all 
of the teams were done with 
their analyses in the late fall; 
and rather than rush through 
these assessments without 
the appropriate diligence, we 
chose to share these decisions 
as we’ve made them so people 
had the information as soon as 
possible,” Jassy said.

The job cuts announced 
Monday will hit profitable ar-
eas for the company including 
its cloud computing unit AWS 

and its burgeoning advertising 
business. Twitch, the gaming 
platform Amazon owns, will 
also see some layoffs as well as 
Amazon’s PXT organizations, 
which handle human resources 
and other functions.

Prior layoffs had also hit 
PXT, the company’s stores di-
vision, which encompasses its 
e-commerce business as well as 
company’s brick-and-mortar 
stores such as Amazon Fresh 
and Amazon Go, and other de-
partments such as the one that 
runs the virtual assistant Alexa.

Earlier this month, the 
company said it would pause 
construction on its headquar-
ters building in northern Vir-
ginia, though the first phase of 

that project will open this June 
with 8,000 employees.

Like other tech companies, 
including Facebook parent 
Meta and Google parent Alpha-
bet, Amazon ramped up hiring 
during the pandemic to meet 
the demand from homebound 
Americans that were increas-
ingly buying stuff online to 
keep themselves safe from the 
virus. Amazon’s workforce, in 
warehouses and offices, dou-
bled to more than 1.6 million 
people in about two years. But 
demand slowed as the worst of 
the pandemic eased. The com-
pany began pausing or cancel-
ling its warehouse expansion 
plans last year.

Amid growing anxiety over 

the potential for a recession, 
Amazon in the past few months 
shut down a subsidiary that’s 
been selling fabrics for nearly 
30 years and shuttered its hy-
brid virtual, in-home care ser-
vice Amazon Care among other 
cost-cutting moves.

Jassy said Monday given 
the uncertain economy and the 
“uncertainty that exists in the 
near future,” the company has 
chosen to be more streamlined.

He said the teams that will 
be impacted by the latest round 
of layoffs are not done making 
final decisions on which roles 
will be eliminated. The com-
pany plans to finalize those de-
cisions by mid to late April and 
notify those who will be laid off.

Google suspends Chinese 
app amid security concerns

AGENCIES

GOOGLE has suspended the 
Chinese shopping app Pin-
duoduo on its app store after 
malware was discovered in 
versions of the app from other 
sources.

Google said in a statement 
Tuesday that it suspended the 
Pinduoduo app on the Google 
Play app store out of “security 
concerns” and that it was inves-
tigating the matter.

The suspension of the Pin-
duoduo app — mainly used in 
China — comes amid height-
ened U.S.-China tensions over 
Chinese-owned apps such as 
TikTok, which some U.S. law-
makers say could be a national 
security threat. They allege 
that such apps could be used 
to spy on American users.

Pinduoduo is a popular e-
commerce app in China which 
often offers discounts if users 
team up to buy multiples of 
an item. Google warned users 
Tuesday to uninstall any Pin-

duoduo app not downloaded 
from its own Play Store. Down-
loads of Android and even iOS 
apps can often be found on 
websites that allow people to 
download apps without going 
through official app stores.

“Google Play Protect en-
forcement has been set to 
block installation attempts 
of these identified malicious 
apps,” Google said in its state-
ment. “Users that have ma-
licious versions of the app 
downloaded to their devices 
are warned and prompted to 
uninstall the app.” It was un-
clear if there are similar secu-
rity concerns around the Pin-
duoduo app for Apple users, 
and Pinduoduo was still avail-
able to download from Apple’s 
iOS store Tuesday.

In a statement, Pindu-
oduo said that Google had not 
shared more details with the 
company beyond informing it 
that the current version of its 
app was “not compliant with 
Google’s policy.” 

A woman walks past the reception desk at Pinduoduo headquarters.



Qatar to meet United Arab Emirates in International 
U23 Friendly Championship opener tonight
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Swede star  
Ibrahimovic says  
he needed three  
knee operations to 
save his career 
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DOHA

PORTUGUESE coach Bruno 
Miguel Pinheiro, coach of the 
Qatar Olympic football team, 
says that the national Olym-
pic team will make gain great 
gains during its participation in 
the International U23 Friendly 
Championship for Asian teams 
which kicks off  across Qatar’s 
stadiums from Wednesday.

Qatar’s young stars will 
meet United Aran Emirates 
(UAE) in the opening match at 
the Abdullah Bin Khalifa Sta-
dium at 10pm on Wednesday. 
The tournament will be held 
from March 22-28.

Competing in a regional 
roundhouse, Qatar will con-
tend alongside the likes of Sau-
di Arabia, Kuwait, Oman, Iraq, 
United Arab Emirates, Thai-
land, Kyrgyzstan, South Korea 
and Vietnam. 

Addressing a pre-match 
media briefing, Pinheiro said, 
that the tournament is a great 
opportunity to prepare the 
team for the upcoming Asian 
Cup finals, pointing out that 
there are many new players 
whose abilities will be judged 
during the matches.

Pinheiro, who led the Qa-
tari Olympic team to the WAFF 
Championship runners-up fin-
ish last November, said, “We 
are waiting for the best from all 
players and we are looking for 
the best preparation to ensure 
that we reach the required fit-
ness. We have undergone some 
preliminary preparations dur-
ing the past days, and we will 
try to make the most of it.” 

UAE’s Spanish coch Denis 
Silva said that he also wants 
his players to make most of the 
opportunity to gain experience 
during the competitions with 
the presence of 10 new players 
in the team. 

For his part, Saad Al Shehri, 
coach of the Saudi national 
U23 team, said the tournament 
provides players the chance 
to to play with several teams, 
thanking the Qatar Football 
Association (QFA) for hosting 
the tournament.

The coach, who led the 
Saudi national team to the 
West Asian Championship ti-
tle, said, “Our goals are clear 
in this preparatory tourna-

ment, centered on implement-
ing the programme that was 
set by Saudi federation, and 
we look forward to exploring 
more players and giving the 
opportunity to some new faces 
against Thailand tomorrow will 
undoubtedly be difficult. Es-
pecially since it is a good team 
and has a distinguished group 
of talented players.”

He stressed that the Saudi 
national team’s winning of the 
last Asian championship bears 
a greater responsibility and the 
group is moving step by step 
and that there as also a need to 
pump new blood at this stage 
to maintain the quality of the 
team.

Issara Sariharu, coach of 
the Thailand national team, 
stated that he is looking at 
good competition with some 
of the best teams in the conti-
nent in this age group. He said: 
“We are here to develop and 
improve the performance of 
the Thai national team, and we 
want to stand at the level of all 
players.” 

Portuguese coach Emilio 
Peixe of Kuwait U23 team ex-
pects the competition to be 
strong in view of the strength of 
the participating teams. “What 
matters is developing the play-
ers’ performance and level in 

order to enter strongly into the 
next stage,” he said.

In the same context, Kyr-
gyzstan coach Letsim Maxim 
said that participation will be 
important for his national team 
after the promotion of a num-
ber of new players from the 
youth team.

He also expressed his great 
admiration for the stadiums in 
Qatar, which is also an oppor-
tunity for his team to prepare 
appropriately for the upcoming 
qualifiers.

Vietnam’s French coach 
Philippe Troussier expressed 
his happiness on returning to 
Qatar again after he had pre-
viously led the first Qatari na-
tional team in 2003 and 2004, 
praising the size of the devel-
opment taking place in Qatari 
football and the impressive 
success achieved in organiz-
ing the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 .

He said: “The great devel-
opment in Qatar is very re-
markable, and it has succeeded 
in organizing many interna-
tional sporting events.”

Radi Shenaishel, the coach 
of the Iraqi national team, ex-
pressed his great happiness 
in participating in the tourna-
ment, indicating that he as-
pires to make the most of this 

participation, especially in the 
presence of many strong teams, 
thanking QFA for organiz-
ing this tournament, which 
represents an opportunity to 
play many matches in perfect 
time and will help evaluate his 
team’s performance level.

The Iraq coach concluded: 
“Our goal is to prepare the Ira-
qi national team for the West 
Asian Championship next 
June, then the qualifiers for 
the Asian Cup finals, and some 
professional players will join, 
who will be a great addition to 
the team.”

Oman’s coach Akram Ha-
breesh said that the benefit will 
be great for all participating 
teams, considering that play-
ing with different styles is very 
important before entering the 
next qualifying stage.

South Korean U23 national 
team coach Son Hong Hwan 
highlighted that participation 
in this type of tournaments has 
many benefits, especially since 
this age group needs to gain ex-
perience and compete with dif-
ferent schools, pointing to the 
development of Asian football. 

QFA announced the sched-
ule to be held in three rounds, 
with the participation of Qa-
tar, Kuwait, UAE, South Ko-
rea, Thailand, Vietnam, Kyr-

gyzstan, Iraq, Sultanate of 
Oman and Saudi Arabia, where 
the first round will witness 5 
matches and the same in the 
second round, and based on 
the results of the first and sec-
ond rounds, positions will be 
determined from 1 to 10, and 
the third and final round meet-

ings will determine the final 
positions.

The Asian international 
friendly tournament comes as 
part of the teams’ preparation 
for the U-23 Asian Cup finals, 
which qualifies for the 2024 
Paris Olympics, which will be 
held in Doha.

Qatar U23 players warm up prior to a training session at the Abdullah Bin Khalifa Stadium ahead of their 
opening International U23 Friendly C’ship match against UAE on Wednesday.

Qatar U23 coach Bruno Pinheiro (left) and UAE’s U23 coach Denis Silva 
ahead of a media briefing on Tuesday.

Coaches says 
tournament will help 
players gain vaulable 

experience

Oman U23 coach Akram Habreesh. Iraq U23 coach Radi Shenaishel.

Vietnam U23 coach Philippe 
Troussier.

South Korea U23 coach Son Hong 
Hwan.

Khaled Ali, Muhammad Siraj, Osama Al Tiri, Tamim Mansour (Al Rayyan), Abdullah Al Yazidi, Abdul Rahman Rashid (Al Sadd), Abdullah Al Sulaiti, 
Jassim Jaber, Amir Hassan (Al Arabi), Abdulaziz Muhammad, Theyab Haroun, Muhammad Emad (Al Duhail), Saif Al Din Hassan, Abdullah Yousef 
(Al Gharrafa), Faisal Muhammad, Youssef Blida Al Shamal, Ellis Hamid, Abdul Rahman Muhammad Umm Salal, Muhammad Khaled (Al Wakrah), 
Ali Nader Al Khor, Ali Al Marri, Muhammad Al Mannai Muhammad Hassan (Al Markhiya).

Qatar U23 Squad

Stage set for 2022-23 Ooredoo 
Cup semi-finals on Thursday

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AL Duhail face Al Sadd in the 
semi-final of 2022-2023 season 
Ooredoo Cup at the Qatar SC 
Stadium tomorrow. The kick-off 
is at 21:45. The face-off between 
the heavyweights is expected to 
witness great excitement.

Al Duhail made it to the 
knockout semifinals by topping 
Group B with 13 points (four 
wins and one draw). The Red 
Knights were the only unbeat-
en side in the group.

Al Arabi, Al Gharafa, Al 
Rayyan, Al Shamal and Al 
Markhiya, who finished in that 
order, were the other teams in 
Group B.

On the other hand, Al Sadd 
reached the semifinals as run-
ners-up of Group A with nine 
points (three wins and two 
losses).

Umm Salal, Al Sadd, Qatar 
SC, Al Ahli, Al Wakrah and Al 
Sailiya, who finished in that or-
der, constituted Group A.

Both teams are doing well, 
with Al Duhail leading the 
2022-2023 season QNB Stars 

League standings with 39 
points and Al Sadd occupying 
the third place with 32 points.

They both faced off recent-
ly in the league’s postponed 
match from Week 10, which 
ended in a thrilling 2-2 draw.

The match will also see a 
tactical battle between coaches 
Hernan Crespo of Al Duhail 
and Juanma of Al Sadd, who 
both are good at making the 
best use of available resources.

Both sides include a num-
ber of outstanding players.

Al Duhail have the likes of 
league top scorer Michael Ol-
unga, Almoez Ali, Nam Tae-

Hee, Ferjani Sassi and Ismail 
Mohamed.

Al Sadd rely more on their 
spearhead Baghdad Bouned-
jah, Akram Afif, Santi Cazorla 
and Hassan Al Haydous.

Umm Salal to meet Al Arabi 
Umm Salal face Al Arabi in 

the other semi-final at the Al 
Sadd Stadium. The kick-off is 
at 21:45. Umm Salal qualified 
for the knockout semifinal by 
topping Group A with 13 points 
(four wins and one draw). The 
Orange Fortress were the only 
unbeaten side in the group.

Al Sadd, Qatar SC, Al Ahli, 

Al Wakrah and Al Sailiya, who 
finished in that order, were the 
other teams in the group.

On the other hand, Al Arabi 
progressed to the semifinal as 
runners-up of Group B with 10 
points (three wins, one draw 
and a defeat).

Al Duhail, Al Arabi, Al 
Gharafa, Al Rayyan, Al Shamal 
and Al Markhiya finished in 
that order in the group.

No doubt, both coaches Ta-
lal El Karkouri of Umm Salal 
and Younes Ali of Al Arabi will 
be adopting special strategies 
for their wards to advance to 
the final.

Umm Salal and Al Arabi 
are having contrasting fortunes 
in the 2022-2023 season QNB 
Stars League.

Al Arabi are second in the 
table with 37 points, just two 
points adrift of Al Duhail, while 
Umm Salal are languishing at 
the 11th place with 13 points.

However, Ooredoo Cup is a 
different ball game altogether, 
as proved by Umm Salal while 
emerging as the Group A win-
ners. So, the game promises to 
be lively.

Thauiland U23 coach Issara 
Sariharu.

Saudi Arabia  U23 coach Saad Al 
Shehri.

Manchester City’s Belgian midfielder Kevin De Bruyne runs with the ball 
during the English FA Cup quarter-final against Burnley at the Etihad 
Stadium in Manchester, north-west England, on Saturday. (AFP)

De Bruyne named new Belgium captain
DPA

BERLIN 

MANCHESTER City midfield-
er Kevin de Bruyne has been 
apppointed Belgium captain in 
succession of Eden Hazard who 
retired from the national team 
after last year’s World Cup.

The national federation 
RBFA said on Tuesday that De 
Bruyne is set to make his de-
but as captain in Friday’s Euro 
2024 qualifier in Sweden.

Real Madrid goalkeeper 
Thibaut Courtois and Inter 

Milan striker Romelu Lukaku 
are the new vice-captains in 
the team of their new German 
coach Domenico Tedesco.

“It is a proud moment to 
be the leader of our country. 
I have played in the national 
team for a long time. It is a big 
honour for me and I hope I can 
fill the role well,” the 97-time 
capped De Bruyne said.

Belgium, who also play a 
friendly in Germany next week 
Tuesday, are aiming to rebound 
from a group stage exit at last 
year’s World Cup in Qatar.



Sports

FIFA marks International Day for Elimination of Racial Discrimination
FIFA, the international 

football governing body, 
marked the International 

Day for the Elimination of Ra-
cial Discrimination, with this 
year’s focus being on the ur-
gency of combatting racism, 
and racial discrimination, 75 
years after the adoption of the 
Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights (UDHR).

The UDHR states that eve-
ryone is entitled to all rights 
and freedoms, without dis-
tinction of any kind, such as 
race and colour, among others. 
However, racism and racial 
discrimination continue to af-
fect people all over the world.

On 18 June 2022, to coin-
cide with the International Day 
for Countering Hate Speech, 
FIFA released the findings of 
an independent report into the 
levels of online abuse aimed 
at players taking part in in-
ternational tournaments. Of 
those participating in two ma-
jor competitions in 2021 and 
2022, more than half faced 

some form of online abuse – 38 
per cent of which was catego-
rised as racist.

Ahead of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, FIFA part-
nered with FIFPRO – the 
worldwide representative or-
ganisation for professional 
footballers – to tackle all forms 
of online abuse. As part of the 

#NoDiscrimination campaign, 
players and teams taking part 
in the tournament were de-
fended by the SMPS, which 
helped to limit the effects of so-
cial media hate.

During last year’s FIFA 
World Cup, the service scanned 
more than 20 million com-
ments, replies and mentions 

across five major platforms 
(Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, 
Twitter and YouTube). After 
two stages of review – by both 
artificial intelligence (AI) and 
humans – 19,636 posts were 
verified as abusive and were 
reported direct to the opera-
tor of the platform in question 
together with a request for fur-

ther action, with a large num-
ber removed as a direct result 
of being flagged by FIFA.

Additionally, all participating 
teams and players were offered 
access to a tool which allowed 
them to automatically and im-
mediately moderate abusive and 
offensive replies, with 286,895 
comments being hidden before 

the recipient and their followers 
could see their contents.

Former player Willian, who 
represented Brazil at a previous 
edition of the FIFA World Cup, 
also spoke about the impor-
tance of tackling online abuse. 
“When I was in Brazil a year 
ago, I was suffering a lot, and 
my family were suffering a lot 
because people started attack-
ing us on social media,” said 
the winger, who was part of the 
Seleçao’s squad in 2014 and 
2018. “That’s why I’m standing 
now with FIFA to see if you can 
stop these kind of things,”

In the coming weeks, FIFA 
and FIFPRO will release a full 
report detailing the levels of on-
line abuse during FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. The SMPS 
will also be used at the upcom-
ing FIFA Women’s World Cup 
Australia & New Zealand 2023 
while FIFA said it will also con-
tinue to engage with platforms 
to ensure they limit the visibil-
ity and impact of online abuse. 
 (fifa.com)
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PREMIER League leaders 
Arsenal will take on a Major 
League Soccer All-Stars team 
managed by Wayne Rooney on 
July 19.

The pre-season match is set 
to take place in Washington DC 
at Audi Field, the home of DC 
United, who Rooney has been 
in charge of since last summer.

Arsenal boss Mikel Arteta 
said: “It’s great that we’re play-
ing against the MLS All-Stars 
in Washington DC in July.

“Our US tour last summer 
was very good preparation for 
the season and we’re looking 
forward to once again visiting 
our amazing supporters in the 
US. The match against the MLS 
All-Stars will be a good test 
ahead of the 2023-24 season.” 

Sporting director Edu said: 
“Our match against MLS All-
Stars in July is a great opportu-
nity for Mikel and the squad to 
prepare ahead of the new sea-
son, facing a strong opposition. 
We’re currently working on our 

pre-season plans and we look 
forward to announcing further 
details soon.” 

Rooney returned to DC 
United as boss last July having 
previously played for the club 
from 2018 to 2019.

“I’ve had a front row seat to 
watch the growth and develop-
ment of Major League Soccer, 
first as a player and now as 
a manager,” Rooney told DC 
United’s website.

“The opportunity to lead 
the best our league has to offer 
against a top Premier League 
club like Arsenal will be a high-
light for me personally and an 
unforgettable experience for 
our passionate fanbase here 
in DC.” Arsenal, the current 
Premier League leaders, were 
the last English side to feature 
in the annual MLS All-Stars 
game, back in 2016 when they 
won 2-1 in San Jose.

Rooney played for Man-
chester United in the 2011 edi-
tion in New Jersey, winning 
4-0, and was on the MLS team 
in 2019 in Orlando against 
Atletico Madrid, who won 3-0.

Arsenal to face Rooney’s 
MLS All-Stars as part of  

pre-season plans

Arsenal’s English midfielder Bukayo Saka gestures to fans on the pitch 
after the English Premier League match against Crystal Palace at the 
Emirates Stadium in London on Sunday. (AFP)
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DIDIER Deschamps backed 
Kylian Mbappe to bring a “uni-
fying” influence to his new role 
as captain of France announced 
on Tuesday.

The Paris Saint-Germain 
forward was the outstanding 
candidate to replace Hugo Llo-
ris, who retired from interna-
tional duty after the World Cup.

Mbappe was reportedly 
told of his appointment by 
coach Deschamps after a din-
ner on Monday, and Antoine 
Griezmann has been confirmed 
as vice-captain.

Reports said Griezmann, 
who turned 32 on Tuesday, was 
disappointed not to be handed 
the captaincy, having been a 
mainstay of the team for many 
years.

However, Mbappe is him-
self richly experienced on the 
international stage after mak-
ing his debut as an 18-year-
old some six years ago. He has 
gone on to score 36 goals in 66 
appearances.

Twelve of those goals have 
come in World Cups, with 
Mbappe helping France win 
the 2018 tournament before 
their runner-up finish at Qatar 
2022, where he won the Gold-
en Boot.

Deschamps told French 
broadcaster TF1: “Kylian 
Mbappe is the new captain of 

Les Blues. Antoine Griezmann 
is the vice-captain.

“Kylian ticks all the boxes 
to have this responsibility. On 
the field as in group life, by be-
ing a unifying element.” 

Mbappe will lead the team 

into their Euro 2024 qualifiers, 
which start against the Nether-
lands and the Republic of Ire-
land this fortnight.

His first game as skipper 
will be against the Dutch on 
Friday at the Stade de France.

France’s squad gathered 
at their Clairefontaine train-
ing base on Monday. They 
trained on Tuesday with the 
crucial question of who might 
be captain having been re-
solved.

Mbappe ‘ticks all the boxes’ as 
new France captain – Deschamps

In this file photo taken on September 09, 2018 France’s midfielder Kylian Mbappe kisses the 2018 World 
Cup trophy during a ceremony to celebrate the victory of the 2018 World Cup before the lap of honour at the 
end of the UEFA Nations League football match between France and Netherlands at the Stade de France sta-
dium, in Saint-Denis, northern of Paris. France’s head coach Didier Deschamps named Paris Saint-Germain’s 
French forward Kylian Mbappe, 24, is expected to be named as the new captain of Les Bleus. (AFP)

Bayern’s injured Choupo-Moting cancels 
Cameroon games ahead of Dortmund date

DPA
MUNICH 

BAYERN Munich striker Eric 
Maxim Choupo-Moting con-
firmed on Tuesday he will miss 
upcoming Cameroon interna-
tionals due to back problems 
that could also endanger his 
participation in next week’s 
Bundesliga topper against 
Borussia Dortmund.

“Unfortunately I have to 
cancel the upcoming national 
team games due to back prob-

lems,” Choupo-Moting said on 
Instagram. 

“I will work hard to be back 
on the field as soon as possi-
ble.” 

Choupo-Moting’s Came-
roon absence had been expect-
ed after he missed Bayern’s last 
game on the weekend at Bayer 
Leverkusen owing to the injury.

Coach Julian Nagelsmann 
said ahead of the Leverkusen 
game that Choupo-Moting had 
“big problems” with his back 
and was unable to train.

Bayern lost the game 2-1 
and with it the league lead to 
Dortmund ahead of the April 1 
showdown in Munich.

The champions will hope 
to have Choupo-Moting back 
for the big game as they are al-
ready set to be without Jamal 
Musiala who left the German 
national team camp with a 
thigh muscle fibre tear. 

Musiala with 11 goals and 
Choupo-Moting with 10 are 
Bayern’s top Bundesliga scor-
ers this season.

Bayern Munich striker Eric Maxim 
Choupo-Moting.

Ibrahimovic says he needed three knee operations to save his career
STATS PERFORM/DPA

ZLATAN Ibrahimovic revealed it took three 
knee operations to rescue his career at the 
end of last season, as the Milan striker 
returned to centre stage on Tuesday with 
Sweden.

The 41-year-old spoke at a national team 
press conference ahead of Friday’s Euro 
2024 qualifier against Belgium, having been 
called up by coach Janne Andersson.

Two years have passed since Anders-
son recalled Ibrahimovic after a long spell 
in the international wilderness, and he has 
endured cruel fortune in that subsequent 
time, with a knee injury ruling him out of 
the delayed Euro 2020 finals.

That blow in 2021 was followed by 
Ibrahimovic requiring anterior cruciate 
knee ligament surgery at the end of last 
season, which was necessary to extend his 
playing days.

Milan announced in late May that Ibra-
himovic, who played through the pain bar-
rier to help them win the Serie A title, had 
undergone an operation on the problem-
atic left knee.

Ibrahimovic said on Tuesday: “The 
truth is I had three surgeries, not one.” He 
explained the process of getting the knee 
back in working order was then a struggle, 
and he had to stubbornly persist while ini-
tially seeing no improvement.

“The problem was that the feedback 
was not positive,” he said. 

“They tried to move forward, but it was 
then two steps backwards.  I never saw any 
light that gave me energy, that gave me 
answers that what I was doing was good. 
But then something happened and I came 
out of a dark room and everything became 
bright and positive. It was hard, but I had a 
lot of patience.”

 He is set to be a substitute against 
Belgium and Azerbaijan during this in-
ternational camp, and to score for his 
country again, for the first time since net-
ting against Denmark in November 2015, 
would cap his comeback.

Sweden’s forward Zlatan Ibrahimovic during a 
press conference in Solna on Tuesday, ahead 
to the EURO qualifier of Sweden vs Belgium to 
be played on Friday. (AFP)

 Quick read

SEVILLA have confirmed the appointment of Jose Luis Mendilibar 
as coach on a short-term contract after sacking Jorge Sampaoli. 
A dismal run of form has seen Sevilla lose four of their last seven 
LaLiga games and they sit just two points above the relegation zone. 
Sampaoli’s second spell at the club came to an end on Tuesday fol-
lowing a 2-0 defeat at Getafe, which proved the final straw.  
The Argentine replaced Julen Lopetegui in October but managed just 
six wins out of 19 LaLiga matches in charge, although he did lead Se-
villa into the Europa League quarter-finals.  
Sevilla moved quickly to confirm a replacement, with former Real 
Valladolid, Alaves and Eibar boss Mendilibar drafted in on a contract 
until June 30. His first match in charge will be after the international 
break, with Sevilla visiting fellow strugglers Cadiz. They then host 
Celta Vigo on April 7 before travelling to Old Trafford for the first leg 
of their Europa League quarter-final tie against Manchester United six 
days later. Mendilibar has overseen 448 LaLiga games as a coach, 
winning 128 and losing 195. (DPA)

Sevilla appoint Mendilibar after sacking Sampaoli

ARSENAL defender Takehiro Tomiyasu has been ruled out for the 
rest of the season for the Premier League leaders after picking up 
a serious knee injury. The 24-year-old right-back was withdrawn nine 
minutes into the Europa League last-16 defeat by Sporting Lisbon 
last Thursday and left the Emirates Stadium on crutches. The club 
confirmed the Japan international had successful surgery in London 
on Tuesday and he will now miss the Gunners’ remaining 10 matches 
of their Premier League title run-in. Tomiyasu has been a regular 
appearance maker during Arsenal’s surge to the top having played 
31 games across all competitions this campaign. Mikel Arteta will 
be hoping to have Tomiyasu back in plenty of time for next season. 
(PA MEDIA/DPA)

Arsenal suffer injury blow as Tomiyasu  
is ruled out for the season
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AGENCIES
POTCHEFSTROOM

HEINRICH Klaasen hit a 54-
ball century as South Africa 
raced to a four-wicket win over 
West Indies in the third One-
Day International in Potchef-
stroom on Tuesday, reports 
BBC.com.

Chasing 261 to win, Klaasen 
came to the crease at 80-4 but 
smacked an unbeaten 119 as 
South Africa won in 29.3 overs.

It is the fastest any side 
has chased more than 250 in a 
men’s ODI.

West Indies were bowled 
out for 260 with Brandon King 
making 72 and left-arm seam-
er Marco Jansen and spinner 
Bjorn Fortuin both taking 2-46.

The series finishes 1-1 after 
the opening ODI was washed 
out.

South Africa will now face 
the Netherlands on 31 March 
and 2 April, with the games 
deciding who earns the eighth 
and final automatic qualifica-
tion spot for October’s 50-over 
World Cup.

West Indies currently occu-
py eighth with 88 points, while 
South Africa are ninth with 78 
points. Ten points are awarded 
for a win but teams level on 
points are split by wins before 
net run-rate, meaning South Af-

rica must win at least one of the 
games against the Netherlands 
and avoid defeat in the other to 
climb above West Indies.

Sri Lanka, who are currently 
10th with 77 points and play a 
three-match series in New Zea-
land between 25-31 March, could 
qualify if South Africa slip up.

“We have had chats regard-
ing it and it is nice to get a win 
today to get momentum into 
that Netherlands series,” said 
South Africa captain Aiden 
Markram.

The eighth-place team will 
join hosts India, defending 
champions England, Australia, 
New Zealand, Bangladesh, Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan in the 
tournament that will take place 
in October and November.

The teams that miss out will 
go into the World Cup Qualifier 
tournament which is set to take 
place in Zimbabwe between 18 
June and 9 July.

Ireland and Scotland are al-
ready in the qualifier alongside 
Zimbabwe, the Netherlands, 
Nepal and Oman. Two teams 
from that tournament will 
qualify for the full competition.
Scores: West Indies 260 all 
out (48.2 overs): King 72 (72); 
Jansen 2-46, Fortuin 2-46 lost to 
South Africa 264-6 (29.3 overs): 
Klaasen 119* (61); Joseph 3-50  
by four wickets.

Klaasen ton in South Africa’s record run-chase

Rashid Khan recalled to  
Afghanistan’s T20I squad  

for Pakistan series
AFGHANISTAN have an-

nounced a strong 17-mem-
ber squad with three reserve 
players for the home series 
against Pakistan that begins 
this week in Sharjah.

Rashid Khan will lead a side 
that has some familiar names, 
including former skipper Mo-
hammad Nabi, for the three-
match T20I series. However, 
senior batters Rahmat Shah 
and Hazratullah Zazai have 
been dropped from the squad.

The 37-year-old Nabi, who 
stepped down as captain after 
the 2022 ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup, was recalled to the squad.

Nabi was dropped for the 
series against UAE where the 
ODI mainstay Rahmat Shah 
earned a call-up to the T20I 
side. However, Shah was 
dropped from the squad for the 
Pakistan series without making 
his T20I debut. 

“Our team has been work-
ing hard in training camp and 
selectors have selected the 
best available players for the 
series,” Afghanistan Cricket 
Board CEO Naseeb Khan said.

“I am confident that our 
team will perform at their best 
and make our nation proud. 
We wish our team the best of 

luck for the series and hope to 
see them emerge victorious.”

Nabi, a veteran of 104 
T20Is, returns to the squad. 
Qais Ahmad, Darwish Rasooli 
and Mohammad Saleem, who 
were part of the UAE series, do 
not feature in the squad.

The series, marked to be 
the first multi-match bilateral 
series between these sides, will 
begin on March 24.

“We look forward to an ex-
citing competition between two 
great teams. Both nations have 
passionate fans who support 
their teams with enthusiasm 
and pride,” Naseeb Khan said.

“As neighbours, we have 
a special bond and we hope to 
showcase not only our cricket-
ing skills but also the spirit of 
friendship and sportsmanship.”
Afghanistan Squad: Rashid 
Khan (c), Rahmanullah Gurbaz 
(wk), Ibrahim Zadran, Usman 
Ghani, Sediqullah Atal, Najibul-
lah Zadran, Afsar Zazai, Karim 
Janat, Mohammad Nabi, Azma-
tullah Omarzai, Gulbadin Naib, 
Sharafuddin Ashraf, Noor Ah-
mad, Mujeeb Ur Rehman, Fareed 
Ahmad, Fazalhaq Farooqi and 
Naveen Ul Haq. Reserve players: 
Nangyal Kharoti, Zahir Khan and 
Nijat Masoud.

South Africa’s Heinrich Klaasen celebrates his century during the third One-Day International (ODI) against the West Indies at the JB Marks Oval in 
Potchefstroom on Tuesday. (AFP)

Coach Dravid ‘pretty clear’ on India’s  
preparation for ODI World Cup

HEAD coach Rahul Drav-
id discussed India’s 
plans for the upcom-

ing ICC Men’s Cricket World 
Cup 2023, while also detailing 
Suryakumar Yadav’s ODI game, 
and how India would look to 
overcome Mitchell Starc.

The current ODI series 
against Australia is tied at 1-1, 
with the final ODI all set to be 
played at Chennai. India won 
the first game in Mumbai by five 
wickets, while they were beaten 
soundly in the second game at 
Vishakhapatnam by 10 wickets. 

This series will be India’s 
last engagement at home over 
the next few months. The side 
will not get many other oppor-
tunities to play home ODIs be-
fore the World Cup, also to be 
played in India.

Dravid discussed how the 
team was looking to keep in 
shape for the global event in 
October-November 2023 with 
the ICC World Test Champion-
ship final, Asia Cup and other 
matches ahead of it.

He added that India’s had 
the opportunity to build the 
side they wanted over the last 
few months.

“Probably, we’ll not get 
many more games in our con-
ditions. But we’ve had the op-
portunity over the last few 

months to play in these condi-
tions, which is great. I think 
to a large extent we are pretty 
clear as to the squad, and the 

players we want. 
“We’ve narrowed it down 

to 17-18 players, we have a few 
guys who are recovering from 
injuries and might come into 
the mix, depending on the time 
frame of their recoveries and 
how long it takes for them to 
come back.

“All in all, I think we are 
pretty much in a good space. 
We’re pretty clear about the 
kind of team we want to play 
in. And, hopefully we can give 
these guys who we’ve zeroed in 
on, as many playing opportuni-
ties as we can. If it’s in India, 
it’s great, but even if it’s not in 
India, we just want to give as 
many opportunities as we can 
to build our side. 

“Within our team of 16 
players, there will be a couple 
of different combinations to try 
and see, because it’s a big tour-
nament, it’s a long tournament 
in India. We’re playing in nine 
different cities, nine different 
conditions, so you just want to 
have flexibility in your squad as 
well, to be able to play some-
times four fast bowlers, some-
times play three spinners. 

 (ICC.com)

India’s coach Rahul Dravid (L) chats with former Indian cricketer Javagal 
Srinath at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai ahead of India’s first ODI 
against Australia last Thursday. (AFP)

Lahore Qalandar’s Rashid Khan of Afghanistan (L) celebrates the 
wicket of Multan Sultans’ Mohammad Rizwan (C) during the Pakistan 
Super League (PSL) Twenty20 match at the Gaddafi Cricket Stadium in 
Lahore on March 15, 2023. (AFP)

‘We’re pushing each other’: The making  
of a great Rybakina-Sabalenka rivalry

WTA
INDIAN WELLS

ELENA Rybakina, the newly 
crowned champion, was run-
ning through her thank-yous 
-- the ball kids, sponsors, her 
team -- when Aryna Sabalenka 
finally cracked. Standing un-
seen behind Rybakina during 
the BNP Paribas Open trophy 
presentation, Sabalenka stuck 
her tongue out and made a 
funny face.

Now, this is what wom-
en’s tennis has been waiting 
for. While all eyes have been 
focused on World No.1 Iga 
Swiatek, Rybakina and Sa-
balenka might be creating the 
rivalry the sport has been miss-
ing in recent years.

“Hopefully,” Rybakina said, 
turning to Sabalenka, “we’re 
going to play much more. See 
you next time.”

Yes, please. The rollicking 
final went to Rybakina 7-6 (11), 
6-4 -- the first set alone clocked 
in at 80 minutes and featured 
seven unclaimed set points. 
Rybakina converted her sixth 
when a Sabalenka forehand 
soared long.

And so, in the two biggest 
tournaments in the season’s 
first three months, Rybakina 
and Sabalenka were the last 
players swinging. Sabalenka 
came dashing back to win the 

Australian Open final 4-6, 
6-3, 6-4. Rybakina, who broke 
through last year at Wimble-
don, and Sabalenka have won 
two of the past three majors.

Sabalenka leads the Race 
to the WTA Finals with 3,310 
points; Rybakina (2,561) is 
right behind her, trailed by 
Swiatek (1,810).

Coming in, Sabalenka had 
a 4-0 head-to-head advantage, 
and all four matches went the 
three-set maximum distance be-
fore Sunday’s final. Their power 
games are both built for hard-
court success. It’s like watching 
swashbuckling swordplay. They 
rose above the difficult condi-
tions in Indian Wells, where 
some players said the court was 

playing slower than clay.
Both players are just com-

ing into their own. Sabalenka, 
24 – some 13 months older 
than Rybakina –-- has won 17 
of her 19 matches this year, 
while Rybakina is 16-for-20. 
Sabalenka is ranked No.2 
and Rybakina is up to No.7 
on Monday, from No.10. This 
was Rybakina’s fourth straight 
win against the No.1- or No.2-
ranked player. She was fearless 
in taking out Swiatek in both 
Melbourne and Indian Wells -- 
both in straight sets.

Against Sabalenka, Ry-
bakina decided to be more ag-
gressive than in past matches. 
She stepped into the court and 
basically forced the issue. The 

result was a regression on Sa-
balenka’s part. She hit 10 dou-
ble faults in that lengthy first 
set -- the last one at 11-11 in the 
tiebreak. It was a brief resur-
facing of the issue that plagued 
her over the first half of 2022.

“There will be some days 
when old habits will come 
back,” Sabalenka told report-
ers afterward. “You just have to 
work through it and not every 
match will be going your way, 
and you will be serving perfect-
ly. So it’s just kind of reminder 
that that’s OK to still be strug-
gling with something.

“I was like a little bit over-
reacting on things, and I wasn’t 
there in the first two games in 
the second set.”

Even Rybakina, known for 
her impassive countenance, 
bounced her racquet off the base-
line during that elusive tiebreak.

Women’s tennis has been 
blessed with some terrific ri-
valries over the years. Mar-
tina Navratilova and Chris 
Evert might have been the 
best. Navratilova held a 43-37 
head-to-head advantage but 
both wound up with 18 major 
singles titles. Stephanie Graf 
and Monica Seles (10-5, Graf), 
Kim Clijsters and Justine 
Henin (13-12 Clijsters) and 
Serena and Venus Williams 
(18-13, Serena) were also no-
table rivalries.

Elena Rybakina of Kazakhstan addresses the audience after defeating 
Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus during the Women’s Final of the BNP Pari-
bas Open at Indian Wells, California, on Sunday. (Getty Images/AFP)

CARLOS Alcaraz’s path to becoming the eighth player to win the Sunshine 
Double was set on Monday. But the Spaniard will need to overcome a 
series of difficult tests if he is to defend his Miami Open title and hold 
onto top spot in the Pepperstone ATP Rankings.Alcaraz could face former 
World No. 1 and two-time Miami champion Andy Murray in the third round 
and in-form American Tommy Paul in the fourth round. (ATP)

Tough Sunshine Double path for Alcaraz
 Quick read



CURTAIN COMES DOWN ON  
CULINARY CELEBRATIONS

MERIAM JELLITI 
DOHA

T
HE 12th edition of Qatar Inter-
national Food Festival (QIFF) 
concluded on Tuesday in a distin-
guished artistic atmosphere amid a 
large public gathering.

Organised by Qatar Tourism, the festival 
was marked by the hosting of an array of artis-
tic events and activities, including music and 
fashion shows, and sought to integrate arts 
with football and sports.

There was a bittersweet feeling at the 
venue as it was the last time for food lovers to 
celebrate the amazing culinary creations that 
have been shared over the course of the event. 
It also marks the end of a wonderful experi-
ence that people look forward to for months.

QIFF brought together chefs, foodies, and 
anyone who loves to indulge in delicious food. 
It was a culinary celebration of different cui-
sines, cooking styles, and flavours, with a fo-
cus on bringing people together through the 
shared experience of food.

The last day of the festival was one of the 
busiest days as it was the last chance for at-
tendees to taste their favourite dishes, try 
something new, and meet the chefs and ven-
dors who have worked tirelessly throughout 
the event.

The sense of excitement was easy to spot 
in the air as people rush from booth to booth, 
savoring every bite and soaking up the final 
moments of the festival.

For vendors, they ceased the last day as a 
chance to showcase their best dishes and leave 
a lasting impression on attendees. They knew 
that the last day of the festival is when people 
are most likely to come back for seconds, and 
they wanted to make sure that their food is the 
one that people remember long after the festi-
val is over.

“I had a very good time. It was a mix of 
working and enjoying my time. I don’t believe 
that 10 days have already passed by. It was a 
pleasure serving all these nice people and see-
ing all their happy faces we enjoyed having our 
customers the usual ones and the new ones” 
said Paula, a chef at one of the stalls at QIFF.

She added, “We enjoyed announcing our 

new dishes and updated menu. The festival 
was incredible. We had more visitors than we 
expected, which is amazing and we are defi-

nitely looking forward to be coming back next 
year.”

Chefs and restaurant owners also use the 

last day of the festival to network with their 
peers, make new connections, and showcase 
their culinary skills. 

They know that the food festival is not just 
about serving great food but also about build-
ing relationships and creating new opportuni-
ties for their businesses.

But the last day of the festival was not just 
about the food. But also about the people who 
make it all possible. 

Ahmad from Turkey, who worked at a 
Turkish booth, said that being part of QIFF 
was definitely a different experience for him. 

“I had the chance to work closely with the 
guests of the festival and I loved it. Working in 
a festival is different than to work at your own 
place because naturally the festival is a happy 
place so everyone is just positive and smiling, 
which makes us also the service providers very 
happy and more pleased to satisfy our custom-
ers. This was very special and I am looking 
forward to be coming back here hopefully next 
year,” he said.

Perla, a visitor from the Philippines, said, 
“This is my second time here -- I first came 
with my family on the opening day and I was 
planning to come back again and I’m glad I 
did before it ended. I just love the vibe and the 
whole ambience. I could spend hours here and 
not feel the time. We tried a new pizza place 
and we had different desserts. We watched a 
live cooking show. It was really magical and 
now we are waiting for the fireworks. I’m sure 
it will be great.” 

Khalil, who visited the festival for the first 
time on the last day, said he is in Qatar for 
about 15 years now, and he’s been to almost 
every festival that was held in the country. 

“I must admit that this festival took it to 
the next level -- very well organised, a beauti-
ful environment for families, simply colorful, 
happy and diverse. You have it all here -- food, 
deserts, snacks, roaming shows, life cooking 
shows and the beautiful area by the waterfront, 
and of course the fireworks,” he said.

The last day of QIFF is a reminder of the 
power of food to bring people together. It cre-
ated the perfect time and place to celebrate the 
diversity of cultures and cuisines, to try new 
things, and to create memories that will last a 
lifetime. 
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A celebration of  
culture & cuisines

Nation

Qatar International Food Festival, a culinary celebration of different cuisines, cooking styles, and flavours, 
brought together chefs, foodies, and anyone who loves to indulge in delicious food
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RWANDAN PRESIDENT, PM DISCUSS RELATIONS

President of Rwanda Paul Kagame met with Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani in Doha on Tuesday. During the meeting, they dis-
cussed bilateral relations between the two countries and the ways to enhance them in all fields, in addi-
tion to discussing a number of regional and international issues of common concern. The Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs affirmed Qatar’s keenness to support international efforts to achieve 
security, stability and development on the African continent. (QNA)

Lusail University
launches LU Press

QNA 
DOHA

LUSAIL University (LU) on 
Tuesday announced the launch 
of LU Press, a move seeking to 
publish specialised, teaching 
and reference books and scien-
tific journals as a link between 
authors and readers across 
various fields of knowledge to 
advance and enrich the global 
conversation.

The publications will come 
out in paper, digital, audio and 
open access formats and in line 
with the needs of people with 
visual impairments, the univer-
sity said.

Dean of LU Prof Nitham 
Hindi said the move comes in 
line with the university’s strate-
gic plan, which aims to enhance 
the culture of scientific research, 
highlighting that its mission is 
based on providing a stimulat-
ing environment for scientific 
research and knowledge produc-
tion that contributes to sustain-
able development and promotes 
service and community building.

With most publications avail-
able today being concerned with 
Arab and foreign law, the new 
project will start with publica-
tions (paper books and E-books) 
related to Qatari law, Hindi said.

“Most of the publishing 
house’s books will be available in 
Arabic and some important Eng-
lish books will be translated into 
Arabic to offer a true benefit for 
the society,” he added.

Director of Publications and 
Artistic Works Department at the 
Ministry of Culture Mubarak bin 

Abdullah Al Khalifa hailed the 
move as a distinguished initiative 
in elevating the cultural activity 
in Qatar, noting the ministry’s 
support to various initiatives that 
promote cultural activity with all 
their available capacities.

“Lusail University’s launch-
ing of the publishing house with 
the aim of enhancing the knowl-
edge and cultural aspects of the 
concerned groups are highly ap-
preciated,” Khalifa said.

Director of LU Press Dr 
Murielle El Hajj Nahas said the 
house will offer a large-scale pub-
lication of the Lusail University 

staff’s papers, highlighting the 
house’s policies that ensure the 
accuracy and authenticity of sci-
entific publications and journals.

“The LU Press will also trans-
late scientific research published 
in Arabic into English, so that it 
can be recognised globally,” Na-
has said.

She added the publishing 
house will contribute to high-
lighting the distinction of Qatari 
and Arab culture, by publishing 
academic works on Qatar and 
the region, highlighting the de-
but textbook entitled ‘Introduc-
tion to Qatari Law’.

Ramadan customs and traditions an age-long heritage among Qataris
KHALID TAWALBEH 

DOHA

THE Holy Month of Ramadan 
has long been connected with 
unique customs and traditions 
that differ from one country 
to another with certain peculi-
arities that distinguish it from 
other months.

The common attribute to all 
cultures is the opportunity to see 
Ramadan as a season not only to 
enjoy a variety of delectable dish-
es but also to promote social co-
hesion and a sense of community 
among families and individuals. 

Qataris are especially ea-
ger to revive the unique fast-
ing month customs, some of 
which are shared with many 
other nations.

Popular among such cus-
toms maintained by the people of 
Qatar until today are ‘Al Ghabqa’, 
which is considered a night feast, 
and ‘Garangoa’ night, a children 
celebration which falls in the 
middle of Ramadan.

According to folklore re-
searcher Dr Ahmad Al Tayeb, 
Ramadan customs and tradi-
tions are still cherished in Qa-
tar, despite the social changes 
caused by globalisation and 
these customs are similar in the 
Arab Gulf countries.

“The Qatari folk traditions 
have preserved their character 
unchanged and they are still be-
ing practised as the ancients did, 
including the collective Iftar with 
the family throughout the days 
of Ramadan and ‘Al Ghabqa’ 
feast, which brings family and 

friends together at a night table, 
the time of which begins after 
the Taraweeh prayer, which 
the people of Qatar, men and 
women, are keen to perform in 
mosques,” he said.

He added, “Al Ghabqa feast 
includes various types of fish, 
especially grilled and fried, and 
rice cooked with date extract and 
tharid meal, which mixes crum-
bled bread, meat and broth, as 
well as many types of sweets, in-
cluding Luqaimat and Aseeda, as 
well as dates, tea and coffee.

“Marking ‘Al Ghabqa’ in 
Qatar is not limited to families, 
friends and relatives at home, 
as it has moved to hotels and 
Ramadan tents, as organisations 
invite their employees to this 
feast, which is an opportunity 
to strengthen relations between 
managers and employees.”

Speaking about the extent 
to which Ramadan customs are 
preserved in Qatar, writer and 
storyteller Nada Al Dosari, went 
down the memory lane from 
her childhood during the mid-

1980s when satellite TV chan-
nels, cell phones and various 
social networking sites were not 
available, and people gave time 
to family members. 

“That period witnessed cus-
toms and traditions that are 
almost absent today. I remem-
ber that my mother used to 
make tortillas in the traditional 
way without using power tools, 
mashing by beating the grains 
and cutting the meat into a 
saucepan, and she sometimes 
asked us to help her with these 
tasks,” she said. 

“One of the customs that 
have almost disappeared and is 
brought in relative form in some 
areas is the exchange of the Ram-
adan dishes between neighbours. 
About half an hour before Iftar, 
we would take plates full of food 
to the neighbours, and they were 
often soup or puree dishes and 
others,” she said. 

“In return, the lady in the 
neighbour’s house would provide 
us with a meal she has prepared, 
so when the family sits around 

the mat that was spread on the 
floor, before the advent tables 
and chairs, everywhere was full 
of food prepared at home and 
those brought from the neigh-
bour’s house.”

Dosari added, “The number 
of hours parents spend with their 
children and grandchildren in-
creases during Ramadan. As the 
middle of Ramadan approaches, 
preparations would begin to cel-
ebrate the the Garangao night, 
in which we used to bring out 
young men and women to sing 
the old songs.

“It is nice that this custom 
still exists in Qatar and the Gulf, 
as the Qatari media continue to 
celebrate the occasion, which is 
considered one of the beautiful 
things that count for Qatari soci-
ety. The most famous place peo-
ple go to is Souq Waqif.”

This year, several Qatari in-
stitutions have prepared special 
programmes to celebrate this 
occasion, with the aim of bring-

ing joy to the souls of children, so 
the young ones return to chant-
ing special songs for this popular 
Ramadan tradition.

 Regarding the impact of 
globalisation on the Ramadan 
customs of the people of Qatar, 
Dosari said, “Despite the winds 
of modernisation, societies still 
adhere to some of their customs, 
and we cannot ignore the great 
progress achieved by mankind in 
transportation and communica-
tions that have spawned satellite 
TV, mobile phones and others. As 
we cannot reject globalisation, we 
should invest it in a good form and 
employ it for our benefit, knowing 
that its impact is not entirely nega-
tive and not positive either.”

“Today, satellite channels oc-
cupy the attention of Arab and, of 
course, Qatari people, with more 
than 1,200 channels competing 
in providing contents,” she said.

As for the method of instill-
ing good habits in children, 
writer Ahmed Taleb Al Sho-

baki called for development of a 
course curriculum dealing with 
social relations.

He said, “The curriculum 
of the Ministry of Education 
provides scientific materials in 
Arabic, mathematics, science 
and others that are useful in en-
hancing functional abilities in the 
future, but what is required is to 
develop an educational material 
that deals with lifestyle that var-
ies from one educational stage to 
another, and includes customs, 
traditions and other responsibili-
ties in the family.”

He added, “When one of my 
Iraqi friends wanted to complete 
his studies in the United States to 
get a professor’s level, he found a 
course on social behaviour among 
the classes and he wanted to skip 
it, but the university administra-
tion refused because the subject 
is within the educational system 
that the student needs in his life. 

“From here, it is necessary 
to add a course that calls for in-
stilling these habits and teaching 
children the things they need in 
their family life to benefit from 
the positive side of globalisation 
and preserve the customs and 
traditions of Qatari society.” 

He pointed out that the Min-
istry of Culture, through the Her-
itage and Identity Department, 
contributes to enhancing the 
identity of community members 
through various programmes, 
along with the Katara Cultural 
Village, Souq Waqif Founda-
tion, museums and others im-
plementing the Qatar National 
Vision 2030.

Political solution path 
in Syria has reached a

deadlock, affirms Qatar
QNA

GENEVA

THE State of Qatar has stressed 
that the chosen path to reach a 
political solution in Syria has 
almost reached a deadlock due 
to the lack of seriousness of the 
Syrian regime and its insist-
ence on using the security and 
military solution based on ar-
bitrary detention, enforced dis-
appearance, killing, torture, de-
struction, forced displacement, 
siege, the use of internationally 
banned chemical weapons, and 
the deliberate targeting of civil-
ians and civilian objects, and 
committing the most heinous 
crimes and gross violations of 
human rights.

This came in the statement 
of the State of Qatar delivered 
by Permanent Representative 
of the State of Qatar to the UN 
Office in Geneva HE Dr. Hind 
Abdulrahman Al Muftah dur-
ing the interactive dialogue 
with the Independent Interna-
tional Commission of Inquiry 
on the Syrian Arab Republic on 
Tuesday, within the framework 
of the 52nd session of the Hu-

man Rights Council.
Her Excellency agreed with 

what was stated in the report 
regarding the danger of the 
absence of a credible political 
process, which will fuel conflict 
and increase instability.

Her Excellency pointed out 
the harsh situations that Syr-
ian people had to face while 
providing relief for the affected 
people during the earthquake 
that hit the country recently 
and the delay that occurred in 
the arrival of the humanitar-
ian and relief assistance to the 
most affected people.

She also referred to the 
Syrian regime’s attempts to 
use the humanitarian dis-
aster to gain more time and 

achieve political gains, which 
is considered a stark reminder 
that the current situation and 
half-solutions must not con-
tinue, and that the actors and 
the international community 
should take further measures 
to ensure the protection of the 
Syrian people, alleviate their 
suffering, ensure that all peo-
ple responsible of crimes and 
violations against Syrian peo-
ple will be held accountable, 
and reach a peaceful settlement 
based on the full implementa-
tion of the Security Council 
Resolution 2,254, in a way that 
achieves the legitimate aspira-
tions of the Syrian people and 
preserves the unity, sovereign-
ty, and independence of Syria.

QC delivers Eid Charity-funded
aid to Syria earthquake victims

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity (QC) has start-
ed to deliver a new batch of ur-
gent relief assistance to those 
affected by the earthquake in 
northern Syria. 

The aid funded by Eid 
Charity is expected to benefit 
some 5,750 people in north-
western Syria. This is part of 
Qatar Charity’s continuous ef-
forts to contribute to meeting 
the basic needs of the earth-
quake victims. 

The aid, worth QR2 million, 
includes the installation and 
equipping of 1,150 shelter tents 
and the provision of primary 
shelter materials to the affect-
ed, which comprise mattresses, 
blankets, fire extinguishers and 
first aid kits.

Qatar Charity emphasised 
the importance of coopera-
tion and concerted efforts to 
respond to humanitarian cri-
ses. It stated that the coopera-
tion with Eid Charity came as 
an extension of the strategic 

partnership between both 
organisations and joint re-
sponse from both to the great 
damage inflicted on Syrian 
whose suffering doubled after 
the earthquake.

Qatar Charity noted that it 
seeks, through this project, to 
protect children and families, 
mitigate the damage to them, 
provide them with psychologi-
cal support and ensure their 
safety and security. 

Eid Charity stated that it ex-
tended a helping hand to those 
affected by the earthquake in 
northern Syria, in cooperation 
with one of its most impor-

tant strategic partners, which 
is Qatar Charity, based on its 
humanitarian and pioneering 
role towards the international 
community around the world. 
It added that relief assistance 
of all kinds come within the 
framework of its most impor-
tant priorities to help the affect-
ed, the displaced and refugees. 

Eid Charity pledged more 
strategic cooperation with Qa-
tar Charity through several im-
portant humanitarian projects 
to contribute to achieving the 
Qatar National Vision 2030 
and the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals.

Ahmed Taleb Al Shobaki  Dr Ahmad Al Tayeb


