
Tharanga, Dilshan share 115-run stand as Asia  
Lions lift LLC Masters Qatar 2023 trophy
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ASIA Lions stole the Legends 
League Cricket (LLC) Masters 
Qatar 2023 show emerging as 
the new champions with open-
ers Upul Tharanga and Tilla-
karatne Dilshan unleashing 
blazing fifties at the Asian Town 
Cricket Stadium on Monday.

World Giants, who had won 
the inaugural international 
edition of the LLC Masters in 
Muscat, Oman, in 2022, were 
beaten by seven wickets as Asia 
Lions chased down the modest 
148-run target with 23 balls to 
spare.

Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Saud 
Al Thani, President, Qatar 
Cricket Association, handed 
over the winners’ trophy to 
Asia Lions captain Shahid Af-
ridi amidst cheers from the 
10,000 strong crowd at the sta-
dium in the presence of Yuvraj 
Khilachand, Co-owner of Leg-
ends League Cricket, Raman 
Raheja, Co-owner and CEO, 
Legends League Cricket, and 
Vivek Khushnani, Chairman, 
Legends League Cricket.

It was also befitting that 
two extraordinary legendary 
former stars Ravi Shastri of In-
dia and Wasim Akram of Paki-
stan, both Apex Council Mem-
bers of LLC Masters, were in 
attendance for the final.

Man of the tournament and 
highest run-getter with three 
fifties Upul Tharanga of Sri 
Lanka, said, “We had a very 
good start and Dilshan was out-
standing too. I think, after play-
ing six games we understood 
the wicket as to how it was be-
having and we adapted well.

“Playing cross-batted on 
this wicket was very difficult, so 
we played straight and we knew 
we needed to make a good start. 
I’m glad to have had these per-
formances against teams with 
international stars after six 
seven years for me,” he added.

Giants’ skipper Shane Wat-
son said their plan of batting 
first didn’t materialize. “Abdur 
Razzaq bowled very nicely on 
that wicket. We didn’t know 
what exactly to expect from the 
pitch, winning toss and bat-
ting first it didn’t pan out as we 
thought it would,” he said.

The Australian was all 
praise for Jacques Kallis as 
well. “Razzaq made it difficult 
for us but Jacques Kallis batted 
beautifully. His last two innings 
in this tournament have been 
incredibly worth watching.

“But I thought 147 was a 
good total, we didn’t start well 
with the ball and obviously 
Tharanga and Dilshan took it 
away from us,” he added.

Winning captain Shahid 
Afridi was delighted with his 
team’s show. “I think Tharanga 
and Dilshan were waiting for 
the final and the way they bat-
ted they did us proud. Razzaq 
bowled very well for us and 
changed the game.

“The tournament was very 
well organized and Inshallah I 
hope to come back next year as 
well,” he said.

Sri Lankan openers Tha-
ranga and Dilshan indeed 
deserved the praise as they 

whipped the World Giants at-
tack putting on 115 runs-open-
ing partnership in 9.6 overs. 

Dilshan cracked 58 off 
42 balls (8x4s) while the left-
handed Tharanga scored 57 off 
28 balls (5x4s, 3x6s). 

Earlier, Asia Lions re-
stricted World Giants to 147 
for 4 despite Jacques Kallis’ 
unbeaten 78 runs off 54 balls 
with five boundaries and three 
sixes. Kallis also had a 92 runs 
partnership in 11.1 overs for the 
fourth wicket with Ross Tay-
lor, who hit 32 off 33 balls with 
three hits to the fence.

World Giants, opting to 
bat, had a disastrous start with 
South African Morne van Wyk 

being cleaned up by Pakistan’s 
Abdur Razzak for nought in the 
third over.

More trouble followed with 
Giants’ Aussie star Shane Wat-
son being trapped leg before 
two balls later by Razzaq. From 
being 2 for 9, Giants further 
slipped to 3 for 19 with opener 
Lendl Simmons being run out 
by a throw from Sohail Tanvir 
for 17 (16 balls; 1x4, 1x6).

It was then that Kallis in 
support from New Zealander 
Ross Taylor rebuild the in-
nings. 

When Afridi too bowled a 
tight tenth over for five runs, 
World Giants could muster only 
49 for 3 at the halfway stage. 

Although Kallis slog-swept 
Afridi for a six in the 12th over, 
runs were still hard to come. 
Taylor and Kallis recorded their 
50-run partnership in 7.3 overs 
when Kallis hit Thisara Perera 
for a boundary to fine leg.

Kallis reached his half-cen-
tury in 41 balls lifting Perera 
for a six to mid-wicket. Perera 
struck with the third ball of the 
17th over to clean bowl Taylor 
for 32. The pair’s 92 runs in 11.1 
overs lifted World Giants to a 
challenging total.

Paul Collingwood, who 
joined Kallis, was retired hurt 
for 6.  Kallis then hit an effort-
less six to mid-wicket off Tan-
vir in the 19th over.  In the last 
over bowled by Udana, Kallis 
hit two consecutive boundaries 
off the second and third deliv-
eries to remain unconquered 
on 78.

Chasing the target, Asia 
Lions cruised smooth. Dilshan 
hit Samit Patel’s second and 
third deliveries for boundaries 
while Tharanga hit the fifth 
ball for a six over long-on. They 
took 16 runs off the first over.  

In the second, Tharanga 

pulled Brett Lee for a bounda-
ry. World Giants then replaced 
the costly Patel with Ricardo 
Powell. Tharanga chopped 
Powell to the third man for a 
boundary. 

Tino Best, who was intro-
duced for the fourth over, was 
also hit by Dilshan through the 
covers for a boundary. The pair 
recorded their 50 runs partner-
ship in 4.5 overs with Tharanga 
hitting Powell for a six.

Tharanga smashed Powell’s 
last ball of the fifth over too 
for a six to long-on.  Dilshan 
greeted Chris Mpofu with two 
consecutive boundaries in the 
sixth over and also scored an-
other off the fourth ball to pile 
up 72 runs from the powerplay.

Hoping to stop the run 
flow, World Giants introduced 
spinner Monty Panesar but too 
was not spared by Dilsan who 
drove him through extra cover 
for another boundary and took 
13 runs off the over. Desperate-
ly looking for a breakthrough, 
Brett Lee was introduced for 
the eighth over. There was no 
impact of the bowling change. 
In fact, Lee was elegantly pulled 

for a boundary by Tharanga. 
In the ninth over, Tharanga 

reached his half-century pull-
ing Best for a boundary. He had 
already hit four boundaries and 
three sixes. The 100-run part-
nership too came in 8.3 overs.

Asia Lions took the game 
totally away from World Giants 
with Dilshan too smashing Best 
for a boundary to mid-wicket 
and reaching his half-century 
in 32 balls with eight bounda-
ries. The 115 runs partnership 
ended when Lee had Tharanga 
clean bowled for 57.

Asia Lions needed only 
33 runs in the last ten overs. 
Dilshan was bowled out by 
Samit Patel for 58 when only 16 
runs were needed for the vic-
tory in 41 balls.  

Mohammad Hafeez and 
Misbah Ul Haq steered their 
team to victory remaining un-
beaten with nine runs each.
Scores: World Giants 147-4 in 
20 overs (Jacques Kallis 78n.o, 
Ross Taylor 32, Abdur Razzak 2 
for 14) lost to Asia Lions 148-3 
in 16.1 overs (Upul Tharanga 
57, Tillakaratne Dilshan 58) by 
7 wkts.

The newly crowned Asian beach handball champions Qatar received a rousing welcome upon their arrival at the Hamad International Airport in Doha on Monday. Qatar regained the Asian Men’s Beach Handball title – their 
sixth overall - after defeating Oman 18-14, 16-12 in the final in Bali, Indonesia, on Sunday. Upon their qualification for the final in Bali, Qatar also booked a berth in the 2024 World Handball Championships.

Asia Lions celebrate with the Legends league Cricket (LLC) Masters Qatar 2023 trophy at the Asian Town Cricket Stadium in Doha on Monday.

Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Saud Al Thani, President, Qatar Cricket Associa-
tion, appluads after presenting the Legends League Cricket (LLC)  
Masters trophy to Asia Lions captain Shahid Afridi at the Asian Town 
International Cricket Stadium in Doha on Monday.

ASIAN CHAMPIONS QATAR MEN’S HANDBALL TEAM ARRIVES HOME TO WARM WELCOME

Player of the tournament Sri Lankan Upul Tharanga of Asia Lions acknowledges the crowd’s cheer on reach-
ing his fifty during the LLC Masters final against World Giants at the Asian Town Cricket Stadium on Monday.



AGENCIES 

FULHAM boss Marco Silva says 
Aleksandar Mitrovic should con-
trol his emotions, but feels the 
striker does not deserve a long 
ban for shoving referee Chris 
Kavanagh at Old Trafford.

Mitrovic, winger Willian and 
Silva were all shown the red card 
in a chaotic couple of minutes 
that turned a dramatic FA Cup 
tie with Manchester United on 
its head.

Fulham were leading 1-0 
when Willian handled Jadon 
Sancho’s goal-bound shot on the 
line with 20 minutes left.

Silva said he was sent off for 
leaving his technical area as the 
referee viewed a replay on the 
pitchside monitor.

However, the Fulham boss 
admitted he did shout at the of-
ficial. “I am not going to lie. I 
didn’t say he was a really nice guy 
and the decision was fair. But he 
didn’t hear me,” Silva said.

Willian was dismissed for 
deliberate handball, prompting 
a furious response from Fulham 
goalscorer Mitrovic, who angrily 
shoved Kavanagh’s arm and had 
to be dragged away from the offi-
cial twice by club staff and team-

mates after he had also been 
shown a red card.

Former Premier League 
striker Chris Sutton, speaking on 
BBC Radio 5 Live, said the player 
should receive a 10-game ban.

“He saw the red mist. That’s 
no excuse. You cannot lay your 
hand on an official,” said Sutton, 
adding that he felt Bruno Fer-
nandes should have received the 
same ban for appearing to push 
an official during United’s 7-0 

defeat by Liverpool.
“In my opinion, it will impact 

further down the chain at grass-
roots level. There will be kids 
watching the game today who 
think, well if Mitrovic can do it, 
so can I.”

In his post-match press con-
ference, Silva was asked whether 
he expected Mitrovic to re-
ceive a lengthy ban, such as the 
11-match punishment Paolo Di 
Canio received for shoving ref-

eree Paul Alcock in 1998.
“I didn’t see in a so, so bad 

way,” said Silva. “He pushed the 
referee and Mitro should control 
his emotions. I saw the image 
and I will speak with him.

“But I hope the people who 
are going to decide do so with 
fairness that the moment de-
serves.” Silva claimed Fulham 
had been denied two penalties 
for fouls on Mitrovic earlier in 
the game.

 He also launched a personal 
attack on Kavanagh, recalling a 
defeat against West Ham in Oc-
tober when he was booked for 
arguing over a goal he did not 
believe should have stood.

“Our story with Chris Ka-
vanagh this season has been 
tough for us,” he said.

“Unfortunately, we have 
been very unlucky with him this 
season. Many moments. It is dif-
ficult to understand some of the 
decisions.

“We had that West Ham 
game away from home. We lost 
the game with two clear handball 
goals and it was Chris Kavanagh 
in that moment. Today, every-
one saw what is happening in 
this game. It is difficult for them 
to not look for these things.” 

Last-gasp Kessie winner 
helps Barcelona beat Real

Rashford, Pope withdraw 
from England squad  

as Forster earns recall

Bayern beaten by two Leverkusen penalties as Dortmund go to top

DPA 
BERLIN

FRANCK Kessie scored a dra-
matic late winner as Barcelona 
took a significant step towards 
LaLiga glory with a 2-1 Clasico 
victory over Real Madrid on 
Sunday.

Blaugrana midfielder Kes-
sie stroked home in the 92nd 
minute at Camp Nou to send 
Xavi’s side 12 points clear of 
Madrid, who thought they 
had won it earlier when Marco 
Asensio saw an 81st-minute 
strike ruled out.

A somewhat comical Ron-
ald Araujo own goal had of-
fered Madrid an early lead 
before Sergi Roberto restored 
parity in the 45th minute.

Kessie’s late intervention, 
placing the ball past Thibaut 
Courtois, arrived after Asen-
sio’s finish was ruled out for 
offside as Barca closed on the 
title with 12 league games left 
to play.

Courtois produced impres-
sive stops to thwart Robert Le-
wandowski and Raphinha but 
Madrid struck first after nine 
minutes.

Araujo inexplicably head-
ed into his own net at the near 
post when attempting to de-
fend Vinicius Junior’s hopeful 
left-wing centre.

Courtois kept a Barca re-
sponse at bay, denying An-
dreas Christensen’s inventive 

flick and a fizzing Raphinha 
drive, although Xavi’s men fi-
nally fought back on the stroke 
of half-time.

A desperate Eder Militao 
block against Raphinha saw 
the ball fall to Sergi Roberto, 
who fired into the bottom-
right corner after a slight 
deflection wrong-footed 

Courtois.
Another deflected effort 

almost undid Madrid again 
after the interval, though Le-
wandowski’s attempt off Ed-
uardo Camavinga whistled 
wide to Courtois’ left.

Asensio thought he had 
snatched victory when turning 
home Dani Carvajal’s right-

wing cross, only for a VAR re-
view to adjudge the substitute 
offside.

More late drama was to 
follow when Kessie coolly fin-
ished into the bottom-right 
corner from Alejandro Balde’s 
low centre as Barca edged 
closer towards a first top-
flight crown since 2019.

DPA 
LONDON 

MARCUS Rashford and Nick 
Pope have withdrawn from 
England’s squad for their Euro 
2024 qualifiers against Italy 
and Ukraine after sustaining 
injuries.

As confirmed by Chelsea 
head coach Graham Potter last 
week, Mason Mount has also 
pulled out through injury.

Keeper Pope reported an 
injury following Newcastle 
United’s 2-1 win at Nottingham 
Forest on Friday, while forward 
Rashford suffered a knock dur-
ing Manchester United’s 3-1 
FA Cup quarter-final victory 
against Fulham on Sunday.

Tottenham’s Fraser Forster 
has been called up to replace 

Pope, though England boss Ga-
reth Southgate has decided not 
to bring in cover for Rashford 
or Mount.

Veteran goalkeeper Forster 
has been getting game-time for 
Tottenham since Hugo Lloris’ 
injury in February.

The 35-year-old has played 
13 times for Spurs this season, 
keeping five clean sheets with a 
save percentage of 68.8.

Losing Rashford will be a 
particular blow for Southgate, 
with the United forward in the 
form of his life having scored 
27 goals in 44 appearances for 
his club this season.

England play Italy at Sta-
dio Diego Armando Maradona 
on March 23 before hosting 
Ukraine at Wembley Stadium 
three days later.

DPA 
BERLIN 

TWO penalties after similar in-
cidents gave Bayer Leverkusen 
a 2-1 win over Bayern Munich 
on Sunday and threw the Bun-
desliga title race wide open, 
with Borussia Dortmund end-
ing the weekend on top.

Dortmund thrashed Co-
logne 6-1 on Saturday to take 
over at the summit but Bayern 
would have gone back to the 
top with a point ahead of the 
top two meeting in Munich in 
their next game on April 1. In-
stead Dortmund, last champi-
ons in 2012, lead by a point.

Joshua Kimmich put Bay-
ern ahead in rainy Leverkusen 
against the run of play in the 
first half. But Exequiel Pala-
cios levelled from the spot on 
55 minutes after a video review 
showed Benjamin Pavard had 
felled Amine Adli - the forward 
had initially been booked for 
diving.

Adli then went down un-
der Dayot Upamecano’s slid-
ing tackle and again was shown 

yellow for simulation. But 
again referee Tobias Stieler 
was called to the monitor and 
reversed his decision, Argenti-
na’s Palacios picking the same 
corner to make it 2-1 on 73.

Bayern captain Thomas 
Müller told DAZN: “I must say 
Leverkusen did very well, they 
were tricky to play against. We 
had lots of balls which we lost 
too quickly.

“Looking at the whole 
game, the defeat is unfortu-
nately deserved. We are not 
where we should be in the Bun-
desliga.” Bayern are gunning 
for their 11th straight Bundes-
liga title and only eight games 
will remain after April’s top-of-
the-table clash, which follows 
the international break.

Union Berlin’s Rani Khedi-
ra earlier fired his side up to 
third after his first goal for the 
club helped secure a 2-0 home 
win over sixth-placed Eintracht 
Frankfurt.

Freiburg went above RB 
Leipzig into the fourth and final 
Champions League spot after a 
1-1 draw at Mainz. Ritsu Doan 

gave Freiburg the lead but Ka-
rim Onisiwo levelled deep into 
stoppage time. Leipzig lost 1-0 
at Bochum on Saturday and 
trail Freiburg by a point.

Leverkusen and Bayern are 
the only two German sides to 

make it through to the quarter-
finals of European competition 
this season and their good re-
cent form prompted an intrigu-
ing contest.

Eighth-placed Leverkus-
en, bossed by former Bayern 

midfielder Xabi Alonso, made 
a good start with a few half 
chances but were soon made to 
pay for their profligacy.

Kimmich struck his fourth 
league goal of the season via a 
deflection on 22 minutes fol-

lowing Leon Goretzka’s cut-
back. It was Bayern’s only shot 
on target in the first half Bay-
ern coach Julian Nagelsmann 
- who shuffled his pack sig-
nificantly against Leverkusen 
- has lamented a “mole” who 
has leaked his tactical plans 
but said he believed it was not 
a player.

Leverkusen looked like 
they had read the plans giv-
en they bettered the visitors 
in almost all statistics and 
turned the game around with 
two strikingly similar penalty  
incidents.

The referee laughed and 
shook hands with Adli after 
having to rescind his second 
yellow card, but the Bayern 
hierarchy in the stands were 
stony-faced in contrast.

Bayern substitute Jamal 
Musiala fired just wide after 
showing off his silky skills at 
1-1 and Bayern had a plethora 
of chances late on from the 
likes of Serge Gnabry and Mat-
thijs de Ligt, but ended up with 
their third loss of the Bundes-
liga cmapaign.
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Fulham boss Marco Silva appeals for 
‘fairness’ in Aleksandar Mitrovic ban

Barcelona’s Ivorian midfielder Franck Kessie celebrates after scoring his team’s second goal during the 
Spanish League match against Real Madrid at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona on Sunday. (AFP)

Manchester United’s English forward Marcus Rashford (right) kicks the 
ball during the UEFA Europa League at the Benito Villamarin stadium in 
Seville recently. (AFP)

Fulham’s Serbian striker Aleksandar Mitrovic (right) is shown a red 
card by English referee Chris Kavanagh (left) during the English FA Cup 
quarter-final match against Manchester United Old Trafford in Manches-
ter, north-west England, on Sunday. (AFP) 

Jokic, Giannis record 
triple-doubles as Nuggets 

find form, Bucks win
DPA 

NEW YORK

NIKOLA Jokic recorded his 
28th triple-double of the sea-
son as the Western Confer-
ence-leading Denver Nuggets 
rediscovered some form with a 
108-102 road victory over the 
Brooklyn Nets on Sunday.

The Nuggets had lost five 
of their past six games, but im-
proved to 48-24 with the tri-
umph, maintaining a sizeable 
buffer at the top of the West 
from the second-placed Sacra-
mento Kings (43-27).

Serbian center Jokic starred 
with 22 points on nine-of-12 
shooting with 17 rebounds and 
10 assists, while Michael Porter 
scored a team-high 28 points 
with five-of-nine three-point at-
tempts.

Jamal Murray added 25 
points, nailing all four of his 
attempts from beyond the arc, 
and he posted 20 of his haul in 
the opening quarter as Denver 
got a fast start to lead 33-21 at 
the first break.

The Nuggets were coasting 
to victory with a 91-71 lead at 
three-quarter time before the 

Nets rallied in the fourth, with 
Porter settling the game with 
one of his five triples.

The defeat dents Brooklyn’s 
aspirations to claim a top-six 
seed in the Eastern Conference, 
falling to 39-32, marginally 
ahead of the seventh-placed 
Miami Heat (39-34).

Mikal Bridges top scored for 
the home side with 23 points on 
eight-of-18 shooting from the 
field, while Nic Claxton chipped 
in 19 points and eight rebounds.

The Milwaukee Bucks 
stormed past the Toronto Rap-
tors 118-111 on a 29-16 fourth-
quarter charge as Giannis Ante-
tokounmpo brought up his 33rd 
career triple-double.

Antetokounmpo finished 
with 22 points on 100 per cent 
shooting from the field with 13 
rebounds and 10 assists, while 
Brook Lopez added a team-high 
26 points with Khris Middleton 
scoring 20.

Lopez scored 17 of his 26 
points in the final period, in-
cluding the first eight of the 
quarter, with the Bucks going 
on a game-changing 15-2 run. 
The NBA-best Bucks are now 
51-20.

Leverkusen’s Argentinian midfielder Exequiel Palacios (right) celebrates after scoring the 2-1 penalty during 
the German first division Bundesliga match against Bayern Munich in Leverkusen on Sunday. (AFP)
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CARLOS Alcaraz reclaimed the 
world number one ranking af-
ter dominating the in-form Da-
niil Medvedev to lift the Indian 
Wells Open title for the first 
time on Sunday.

Medvedev came into the 
decider with 19 straight ATP 
Tour wins, but Alcaraz made 
light work of the Russian, win-
ning 6-3, 6-2 in 72 minutes.

Alcaraz’s triumph means he 
has three Masters titles from 
three finals, not dropping a 
set in any, while it ensured he 
returns to the rankings’ sum-
mit ahead of 2023 Australian 
Open champion Novak Djoko-
vic, who did not participate at 
Indian Wells.

The 2022 US Open cham-
pion has won two of three 
events since returning after 
three months out with abdomi-
nal and hamstring injuries that 
forced him to miss the Austral-
ian Open.

Alcaraz had labelled Med-
vedev the “best player right 
now” in the lead-up to the 
match, but was on top imme-
diately, opening up a 3-0 lead 
as he hit 10 winners to the Rus-
sian’s two in the first frame.

The Spaniard’s dominance 
continued, winning the first 10 
points of the second set, tak-
ing a 4-0 lead before prevailing 
with his second match point.

Alcaraz finished with 19-4 
edge in the winner count, while 
Medvedev did not manage 
one ace for the match, marking 
the first time that has occurred 

since February 2020 against 
Gilles Simon in Marseille.

Medvedev had won in Rot-
terdam, Doha and Dubai re-
cently and was gunning to be 
the first man to win four titles 
in five weeks since Andy Mur-
ray in 2016, but was completely 
outclassed by the 19-year-old.

Medvedev signs off  
with a smile 
Medvedev joked about a love-
hate relationship with the In-
dian Wells Open court and his 
failure to create an entertain-
ing final after his heavy defeat 
to Alcaraz.

Medvedev’s winning streak 
was halted at 19 matches by 
the sensational Alcaraz, who 
claimed his third Masters 1000 
title in style in just 72 minutes 
to return to the summit of the 
ATP rankings.

Yet despite the trials and 
tribulations, and his humbling 
loss in the final, Medvedev was 
in good spirits.

“I had a pretty toxic rela-
tionship here with the courts, 
a love-hate relationship,” 
Medvedev chuckled. “So I’d 
like to thank the court! “I only 
played on this court. I gave it a 
hard time so it gave me a hard 
time also. Rolled the ankle, 
the thumb... but it gave me the 
chance to finish the tourna-
ment.

“Thanks a lot to this court, 
I’ll definitely be back.

“I really love this tourna-
ment, I’ll be happy to come 
back many more years to come 
and hopefully I can start to love 
this court and Indian Wells to-
gether.” 

Addressing the crowd, 
Medvedev quipped: “Sorry I 

didn’t make this final enter-
taining. I tried, I don’t like to 
lose, but today was unfortu-
nately pretty easy. I hope you 
still enjoyed it.” 

Alcaraz is one of only three 
players to hold a 100% record 
in multiple ATP Masters 1000 
finals, having now won in the 
finals of the Miami Open, In-
dian Wells Open and Madrid 
Open without dropping a set.

“I’d like to congratulate 
Carlos,” said Medvedev. “You 
already have amazing achieve-
ments in your career and I’m 
sure many more to come.

“Today’s one more of them, 
winning Indian Wells. I also 
dream of it - maybe next time 
you’ll give me the chance! 
“Congrats to you and your 
team. You’re probably the most 
respectful player on Tour, you 
probably say hi to 300 people a 
day. I’ve rarely seen it!” Alcaraz 
returned the plaudits, telling 
Medvedev he serves as an in-
spiration to be “better on the 
court and off the court”.

“It has been a really amaz-
ing run here, such an amazing 
experience,” the 19-year-old 
added.

When asked if he had 
played a near perfect match, 
Alcaraz told Amazon Prime: 
“Yes, probably. I played really, 
really well.

“I made no tactical mis-
takes, which is really important 
against Daniil. I would say I 
was perfect in that way.

“I’m really happy with the 
way I played, the trophy and 
of course to be world number 
one.”

Alcaraz, the new world No. 1

Rybakina targets 
consistency before 
numero uno status

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LOS ANGELES

ELENA Rybakina is targeting 
consistency and staying fit over 
becoming world number one, 
for now.

Rybakina defeated world 
number two Aryna Sabalenka 
7-6 (13-11), 6-4 on Sunday to 
clinch the Indian Wells Open 
title.

It brought up a fourth sin-
gles title of her career, her 
maiden WTA 1000 trophy and 
her first success since winning 
Wimbledon last year.

Rybakina overcame Iga 
Swiatek in the last four, mak-
ing her the first player since 
Garbine Muguruza at the 2017 
Western & Southern Open to 
beat the world number one and 
two in the semi-finals and final 
of a single tournament.

The Kazakh will rise to 
world number seven after her 
success in the Californian de-
sert, but when asked if the top 
of the rankings was her next 
target, Rybakina told Amazon 
Prime: “I’ll try but first of all I 
just want to have the consisten-
cy, the most important thing is 
to stay healthy because it’s still 
the beginning of the year.

“If I continue like this I 
have all the chance to be higher 
in the top 10, we’ll see how it’s 
going to go.” She added: “It 
feels amazing. I didn’t expect 
two sets, I thought it would be a 
three-set battle. It wasn’t easy, 
it was a bit windy, I lost the two 
games, I was getting nervous, 
but I managed to sort it out.” 

The two games Rybakina 
referred to came in the second 
set, when she went from 5-2 
up to 5-4 before regaining her 
composure.

Rybakina had also come 
out on top in an almighty tus-
sle in the first-set tie-break, 
with Sabalenka unable to then 
rediscover her best form during 
the second set.

Sunday’s success marked 
Rybakina’s first victory over 
Sabalenka - who she lost to in 
the final of this season’s Aus-
tralian Open - in five attempts.

Though Sabalenka is not 
planning on losing another 
one, as the Belarusian comi-
cally interjected during Ry-
bakina’s post-match on-court 
interview.

“I’ll make sure it was the last 
one,” Sabalenka quipped after 
Rybakina had explained “it was 
the first time it went my way” in 
a meeting with the 24-year-old.

“It’s been always a pleasure 
to play against you and always 
the toughest battle,” Rybakina 
continued.

“Hopefully I’ll be back next 
year to defend this result.” 

Sabalenka was courteous 
in defeat, saying: “First of all 
Elena I want to congratulate 
you and your team on another 
amazing week. Hopefully we’ll 
play in many more finals, hope-
fully next time it’ll go to me!” 
However, she was already fo-
cusing on putting the defeat be-
hind her, with the Miami Open 
next up.

“For me it’s quite easy. I 
think it’s gonna stay in my head 
until tomorrow, and tomorrow 
we are flying to Miami and I 
will forget this one,” she told 
reporters.

“The thing is helping me to 
stay focused and to keep win-
ning is just to focus on myself 
and focus on the game and fo-
cus on things what I have to do 
on court to keep winning.

“This one was tough, espe-
cially in the finals, it’s always 
tough to lose. You’re one step 
to the trophy and you lose it. 
This one is really tough. But 
she’s a great player.” 

The last five WTA titles at 
Indian Wells have now been 
won by players yet to turn 
24, while Rybakina became  
the 25th female player to win 
the title.

AAB Open Chess edition 7 sees record turnout of players
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

ABDULLAH Abdulghani & 
Bros. Co. (AAB), the distributor 
of Toyota and Lexus in Qatar, 
hosted the seventh edition of its 
Chess Open FIDE-Rated Tour-
nament, in collaboration with 
Qatar Chess Association (QCA), 
at the Qatar Chess Association 
Training Centre recently.

This year, the FIDE Rated 
Tournament saw a record turn-
out of chess players in Qatar, 
where a total of 130 participants 
ranging from age 6 years old and 
above, battled for the champion-
ship and special prizes. 

The tournament was played 
in 7-Round Swiss System for-
mat of standard chess over two 
consecutive weekends. The 
tournament results are linked 
for individual rating purposes 
with the World Chess Federa-
tion (FIDE).

The title of the 7th edition 
of the tournament was clinched 
by Gyana Sai Santhosh of In-
dia. The 2nd place went to fel-
low Indian, Pranav Pradeep 
Nair and Sanjid Latheef, also 
from India, took 3rd place. 
Loyola Rolenson of the Philip-
pines got placed at 4th and Eli-
shev Ivan of Russia came in 5th 
place. The winners of the first 

five places received trophies 
and cash prizes.

Furthermore, the “Best Qa-
tari Male” award went to Erfan 
Mohamad Firdaus while the 
“Best Qatari Female” went to 
Kholoud Al Khelaifi. In addition, 
the “Best Qatari U20” went to 
Aljamaat Khaled, the “Best Qa-
tari U16” went to Al Mansouri 
Fahad, and “Best Qatari U12” 
went to Al Janahi Ibrahim. 

QCA President Mohamed 
Al Mudahka and QCA mem-

bers were present at the prize 
giving ceremony. Leading the 
AAB team was Dr. Eiman Al 
Ansari, Government & Public 
Affairs Director.

The AAB Chess Open, Qa-
tar’s first FIDE Rated Open 
Chess Tournament, is a Cor-
porate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) initiative geared towards 
developing the community 
through sports. 

The tournament is organ-
ized every year to maintain 

the enthusiasm and interest of 
chess aficionados in Qatar. It 
provides a platform for both 
rated players to raise their 
world ratings, and for unrated 
players to become rated. Edi-
tion 7 produced 12 newly rated 
players. So far, this tourna-
ment has elevated 77 players 
to achieve international rat-
ings since the first edition was 
played in 2018.

“We at AAB remain com-
mitted to social improvement 

through various sports activi-
ties and our long-time part-
nership with the QCA is a tes-
tament of our corporate social 
responsibility as an organiza-
tion,” said Abdulghani Nasser 
Al Abdulghani, AAB CEO.

AAB Chess Open has be-
come hugely popular across 
Qatar and deemed one of the 
strongest chess tournaments 
in the country with high-rated 
players participating in it. It 
saw great participation from 

the chess community past edi-
tions with a substantial num-
ber of participants who are 
FIDE rated. 

Since its inception in 2018, 
the tournament has changed 
the chess landscape by bring-
ing the FIDE Rated Tourna-
ments to Qatar. It has also cre-
ated meaningful impact on the 
lives of the young chess enthu-
siasts as well as adult players 
who are given the opportunity 
to achieve world rating.

Winners of the 7th edition of AAB Open FIDE-rated Chess Championship. (Right) Qatar Chess Association President Mohamed Al Mudahka awards the prizes.

QATAR MOTORSPORT ACADEMY STUDENTS  
TAKE PART IN UAE ROTAX MAX CHALLENGE

Three Qatar Motorsport Academy (QMA) students, Bader Al Sulaiti 
(Max Class; top), Taha Hassiba (Max Class; bottom right) and Tameem 
Hassiba (Junior Max Class) took part in the UAE Rotax Max Challenge 
Round 7.2 at Al Ain Raceway. Among the young Qatari drivers, Bader Al 
Sulaiti impressed throughout the race weekend, placing himself in the 
10th position in the Qualifying round and then climbing up to seventh 
in the pre-final. However, a crash in the final dragged him to the 18th 
position  while Taha finished 14th, 27.076 secs adrift of the winner  
of the Max Class - Italian Filippo Parmeggiani. Meanwhile, Tamim, 
competing in the Junior Max Class, also showed promise, finishing in 
the 21st position - 18.839 secs behind the race winner.

Elena Rybakina of Kazakhstan poses with the winner’s trophy after defeat-
ing Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus in the women’s singles final of the BNP 
Paribas Open at Indian Wells in California on Sunday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Carlos Alcaraz of Spain with the winners trophy after defeating Daniil 
Medvedev in the final of the BNP Paribas Open in Indian Wells, Califor-
nia, on Sunday. (Getty Images/AFP)


