
TUESDAY
MARCH 21, 2023

 SHABAN 29, 1444
VOL.16  NO. 5835 QR 2

Business 8
QFC, TKBB join forces to support financial 
sector development in Qatar and Turkey

Sports 12
Tharanga, Dilshan share 115-run stand as 
Asia Lions lift LLC Masters Qatar 2023

HIGH : 29°C
LOW : 20°C

DUSTY

www.qatar-tribune.com www.facebook.com/QatarTribune @Qatar_Tribunewww.twitter.com/Qatar_Tribune

Continued on page 3 

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of State 
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani and Presi-
dent of Turkmenistan Serdar 
Berdimuhamedow discussed 
bilateral relations and the 
means to enhance them in all 
fields, particularly education, 
economy, investment, com-
merce, energy, sports, and so-
cial affairs during an official 
talks held at the Amiri Diwan 
on Monday. 

They also exchanged views 
on the most prominent region-
al and international issues.

At the outset of the session, 
HH the Amir welcomed the 
Turkmenistan president and 
the accompanying delegation, 
wishing him a good stay and for 
bilateral relations further pro-
gress and growth in all fields.

For his part, the Turkmeni-
stan president expressed his 
thanks and appreciation for 
HH the Amir for the good wel-
come and reception, express-
ing his hope that the visit can 
enhance bilateral cooperation 

to broader horizons.
The talks were attended by 

Minister of Interior HE Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Hamad bin Khalifa 
Al Thani, Chief of the Amiri 
Diwan HE Sheikh Saoud bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani, Min-
ister of Transport HE Jassim 
bin Saif Al Sulaiti, Minister of 
Sports and Youth HE Salah bin 
Ghanem Al Ali, and Minister 
of Municipality HE Dr Abdul-
lah bin Abdulaziz bin Turki Al 
Subaie, Minister of State for 
Energy Affairs HE Saad bin 
Sherida Al Kaabi, Minister of 
Commerce and Industry HE 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad 
bin Qasim Al Thani, Minister 
of Education and Higher Edu-
cation HE Buthaina bint Ali Al 
Jabr Al Nuaimi, and Minister 
of Labour HE Dr Ali bin Saeed 
bin Smaikh Al Marri.

AMIR, TURKMENISTAN PRESIDENT 
DISCUSS WAYS TO BOLSTER BILATERAL RELATIONS

His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and President of Turkmenistan 
Serdar Berdimuhamedow hold talks on Monday.

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of State of Qatar 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and Presi-
dent of the Republic of Turkmenistan Serdar 
Berdimuhamedow witnessed the signing of 
several agreements and Memoranda of Un-
derstanding (MoUs) between the governments 
of the two countries, at the Amiri Diwan on 
Monday.

HH the Amir and the Turkmenistan presi-
dent witnessed the signing of a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) for cooperation in 
the field of disaster management, an MoU for 
cooperation between the Public Prosecution 
Office of the State of Qatar and the Prosecutor 
General’s Office of Turkmenistan, and an MoU 
for cooperation in the field of youth between the 

governments of Qatar and Turkmenistan. 
HH the Amir and the Turkmenistan president 

also witnessed the signing of a programme 
for cooperation in the field of sports between 
the Ministry of Sports and Youth in the State 
of Qatar and the State Committee for Physi-
cal Culture and Sports in Turkmenistan for the 
years 2023-2024.

HH the Amir and HE President of Turkmeni-
stan also witnessed the signing of an agree-
ment to encourage and protect mutual invest-
ments between the governments of the two 
countries, and an MoU between the Ministry of 
Labor of Qatar and the Ministry of Labor and 
Social Protection of the Population of Turkmeni-
stan, in addition to an agreement on exemption 
from visa requirements for holders of diplomat-
ic and special passports and service between 
the two governments. PAGE 16

Qatar, Turkmenistan  
sign a slew of deals

Today, I was 
pleased to 
receive Presi-
dent Serdar 
Berdimuhame-
dow, President 
of friendly 

Turkmenistan. And the discus-
sions took place between us 
on the ways to enhance co-
operation between Qatar and 
Turkmenistan in various fields, 
and the latest developments of 
common interest on the 
regional and interna-
tional arenas.

QNA
DOHA

MINISTER of State for Cabi-
net Affairs HE Mohammed bin 
Abdullah Al Sulaiti on Monday 
issued a circular determining 
the working hours during the 
blessed month of Ramadan for 
ministries, government agen-
cies and public institutions.

On the occasion of the ad-
vent of the Holy Month of Ram-
adan for the year 1444 AH, it was 
decided that the official working 
hours during the blessed month 
for civil employees will be five 
hours a day, starting from 9am 
until 2pm, the circular says. Em-
ployees may be permitted late 
attendance up to 10 am at the 
latest, provided that they fulfill 
work requirements and com-
plete the official working hours 
(five hours).

Govt employees 
to work five hours 
during Ramadan

Shura submits proposal to  
govt on tackling inflation

QNA
DOHA

THE Shura Council has decid-
ed to submit a proposal to the 
government on finding solu-
tions to inflation, high cost of 
living, and increased financial 
burdens on citizens.

The Shura Council, chaired 
by its Speaker HE Hassan bin 
Abdullah Al Ghanim on Mon-
day, took the decision after 
reviewing and discussing the 
Economic and Financial Af-
fairs Committee’s report on 
the aforementioned issue and 
exchanging points of view on 
finding solutions to that issue 
by the members.

The proposal included 
several axes and recommen-
dations that should lead to re-
ducing the impacts of inflation, 
as well as views that seek to 
address the issue of high con-
sumer prices, providing real-
istic scenarios to deal with the 
high operational cost of goods 
and services, which will reflect 
on consumers.

Within the context of dis-

cussing the report, the Shura 
speaker referred to the social 
and economic negative impacts 
of inflation and the high cost of 
living, which requires the con-
certed efforts of all concerned 
parties to address that issue.

He said given the impor-
tance of that issue, it was raised 
during the Council’s first legis-
lative term, when the Econom-
ic and Financial Affairs Com-
mittee, since the previous term 
under the chairmanship of HE 

Mohamed bin Yousef Al Mana, 
has made commendable efforts 
to study all the aspects of that 
issue. During the current term, 
the committee completed those 
efforts to reach the report be-
fore you.

He indicated that the legis-
lations enacted by the state to 
overcome the issues included 
within the request for discus-
sion were tangible. 

HMC to start evening  
clinics after Ramadan
HAMAD Medical Corporation 
(HMC) will soon start evening 
clinics at the Ambulatory Care 
Center for high demand spe-
cialties. They will start after 
the Holy Month of Ramadan. 

The specialties included 
are Ophthalmology, Ear, Nose 
and Throat (ENT), Urology and 
Audiology. 

The new evening clinics 
will enable patients to access 
specialized care faster. More 

specialties will be added at a 
later phase following evalua-
tion of the pilot phase. 

Nasser Al Naimi, who is the 
Deputy Chief of Quality for Cent-
er for Patient Experience and 
Staff Engagement and Director 
of Hamad Healthcare Quality In-
stitute,  said the new measures 
were part of HMC’s commitment 
to ensuring patients were able 
to access the right care at the 
right time. PAGE 2

The Shura Council session in progress on Monday.

Turkmenistan’s 
embassy opens  
in Doha (PG 16 )

Air traffic up 15.6% in Feb
QATAR’S Civil Aviation Authority 
has said that provisional air traf-
fic movement stats for February 
saw an increase by 15.6 percent 
on an annual basis to a total 
of 17,749 air traffic movement, 
compared with 15,121 in Febru-
ary of 2022. The data showed 
that the number of passengers 
increased 49.4 percent in February to reach 3,240,117, compared 
to 2,168,266 in February 2022. Data also showed that cargo and 
mail shipments declined 5.2 percent to 172,085 tonnes in February, 
compared to 181,557 in the same month of last year. (QNA)

Continued on page 16 
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Amir sends greetings to president of 
Tunisia
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
has sent a cable of congratulations to President of Tunisia 
Kais Saied on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates president 
of Tunisia 
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Hamad Al Thani sent a cable of congratulations to Presi-
dent of Tunisia Kais Saied on his country’s Independence 
Day. (QNA)

PM sends greetings to Tunisian 
counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani sent a cable 
of congratulations to Prime Minister of Tunisia Najla Bouden 
Romdhane on her country’s Independence Day.(QNA)

Qatar obtains cybersecurity 
certification from CCRA
QATAR obtained a certification from Common Criteria 
Recognition Arrangement (CCRA) during the CCRA’s first 
conference for 2023 in Malaysia. Qatar is the first coun-
try in the Middle East and North Africa to be recognised 
internationally from the specialised committee by the mem-
bers of the Global Common Standards Agreement. This 
achievement follows the audit of the Qatar common criteria 
programme of the National Cybersecurity Agency by the 
certification body of India and Malaysia, where it was ap-
proved by the team of auditors that the Qatar Common Cri-
teria Programme meets all the conditions stipulated in the 
agreement, and the report was submitted to the chairman 
of the accreditation committee of the CCRA. Qatar joined 
the CCRA in 2015 as a Consuming Member for certificates 
issued by the authorizing members. (QNA)

HMC evening outpatient clinics 
on the anvil to enable people 

faster access to specialist care
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

HAMAD Medical Corporation 
(HMC) will soon start evening 
clinics at the Ambulatory Care 
Centre for high demand special-
ties, including ophthalmology, 
ear, nose and throat (ENT), urol-
ogy and audiology.

The new evening clinics, 
which will enable patients to ac-
cess specialised care faster, will 
start after the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. More specialties will 
be added at a later phase. 

In addition, some of the rou-
tine follow-up consultations for 
outpatient appointments will be 
held virtually – via telephone – 
from the start of Ramadan on-
wards. Patients will be informed 
at the time of booking whether 
their appointment will be virtu-
al, in addition the confirmation 
and reminder SMS received by 
patients will confirm the mode of 
the consultation 

Nasser Al Naimi, deputy 
chief of Quality for Centre for 
Patient Experience and Staff En-
gagement and director of Ham-
ad Healthcare Quality Institute, 
said the new measures were part 
of HMC’s commitment to ensur-

ing patients were able to access 
the right care at the right time. 

“These changes coupled with 
other proactive measures we re-
cently announced, such as the im-
plementation a new appointment 
booking process and system and 

establishing new referral man-
agement sections in each of HMC 
hospitals, will lead to improve-
ments in waiting times and clinic 
utilisation across HMC,” Naimi 
added. “As we continue to intro-
duce new strategies and as our 
planned full range of initiatives 
are implemented, we will imple-
ment further improvements in 
access to health care for our pa-
tients.”

“Patients are reminded that 
the 16060 Nesma’ak Customer 
Service helpline is available 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 
Patients can call the 16060 
Nesma’ak helpline and then select 
the appointment hotline service to 
manage their upcoming appoint-
ments at HMC facilities whether 
they want to pre-appoint, change 
or cancel it,” said Naimi.

Quick read

HAMAD BIN SUHAIM AL THANI CHAIRMAN
ADEL ALI BIN ALI MANAGING DIRECTOR
DR HASSAN MOHAMMED AL ANSARI EDITOR-IN-CHIEFESTABLISHED SEPTEMBER 3, 2006

Ministry holds 
seminar on work 
permit services

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Labour, in co-
operation with Aamal Company, 
on Monday organised an intro-
ductory seminar under the title 
‘New Services for Work Permits 
Department’. This came as part 
of the efforts to educate establish-
ment owners about the updates 
made by the ministry’s depart-
ments on the services provided 
within the strategy of developing 
and upgrading smart electronic 
services in the labour sector.

The updates aim to contrib-
ute to facilitating and stream-
lining the delivery of services 
provided to clients by the min-
istry. During the workshop, 
representatives of the Work 
Permits Department reviewed 
the key new services for six dif-
ferent requests - a work permit 
request, a work permit renewal, 
a work permit cancellation, is-
suing a labour recruitment ap-
proval, renewing the validity of 
a labour recruitment approval, 
and amending a labour recruit-
ment approval. At the end of 
the workshop, the department’s 
officials answered the inquiries 
and questions of the establish-
ment owners about the new 
services related to managing 
work permits.

Nasser Al Naimi, deputy chief of 
Quality for Center for Patient Experi-
ence and Staff Engagement



Shura speaker reviews law on protecting competition, preventing monopoly

The Shura speaker reviewed the 
major laws in this regard, such 
as the law on protecting com-
petition and preventing mo-
nopolistic practices and what 
the law stipulated in terms of 
establishing a special commit-
tee to protect competitiveness, 
along with other relevant legis-
lations and laws. His Excellency 
stressed that raising the issue 
by the Shura Council is a con-
tinuation of the government’s 
efforts to address those issues.

The Shura Council speaker 
added that given the accelerat-
ing local and international eco-
nomic changes and the issues 
that the world faces that im-
pact the end-consumers, it has 
become necessary to raise that 
issue, follow it up, and discuss 
ways to address it and limit its 
effects.

During his review of the re-
port, Chairman of the Economic 
and Financial Affairs Commit-
tee HE Ahmad bin Hitmi Al 
Hitmi pointed out the meetings 
held by the committee to discuss 
the issue by inviting a number 
of officials from concerned au-
thorities, as well as seeking the 
opinions and analysis of special-
ized academics, analysts, busi-
nessperson, and citizens.

He indicated that the rise in 
prices included all sectors, with 
a noticeable increase in certain 
basic sectors, pointing out that 
other sectors were affected by 
that issue. He noted that these 
sectors are not considered ba-
sic or necessary in daily life, 
which calls for a change in the 
community’s consumption pat-
tern and culture.

Al Hitmi explained the rea-
sons behind the inflation and 
high prices in Qatar, which he 
attributed to internal and ex-
ternal factors. He also reviewed 
a number of solutions and rec-
ommendations proposed by the 
committee to address the infla-
tion and high prices, including 
those related to anti-monopoly 
policies, increasing allocated 
places for commercial activi-
ties, subsidizing basic commod-
ities and materials, supporting 
the national product to increase 
its production in the local mar-
ket, reviewing fees and taxes 
policies, and raising awareness 
of the important role of trader 
and consumer in that regard.

In turn, the Shura Council 
members praised the govern-
ment’s plans and policies to ad-
dress inflation by implement-
ing a package of measures that 
contributed to reducing the im-
pact of inflation.

The members stressed the 
need to carry out periodic re-
views of the monetary policies 
and legislations along with 
measures of subsidy and work 
on raising awareness among 
businesspersons and consum-
ers, given their responsibility 
in contributing to addressing 
that issue.

They called on the con-
cerned authorities to protect 
consumers and monitor the 
prices by intensifying their 
campaigns on the market, en-
couraging free competition and 
working to prevent monopoly, 
providing all means of support 
for the local product and pro-
viding it in a bigger scale in the 
local market, as well as encour-
aging its export and support it 
to compete abroad.

During the session, the 
Shura Council members point-
ed to the need to increase street 
and commercial areas in vari-
ous parts of the country, allow-
ing wide options for merchants, 

lowering rental and real estate 
prices, and reducing the cost of 
production which leads to low-
er prices. They noted the need 
to support entrepreneurs, to 
strengthen small and medium-
sized companies, to direct them 
to increase investment in the 
services and basic commodities 
sector, and to avoid focusing 
on specific sectors with a con-
sumption and entertainment 
pattern only.

The members drew atten-
tion to the role of civil society 
organizations in confronting 
the phenomenon of excessive 
consumption by increasing con-
sumer awareness and alerting 
them not to be led by advertis-
ing campaigns. They also asked 
for more attention to the sectors 
of basic commodities and food 
production, to support national 
factories, companies and farms, 
and to enhance their capabilities 
for external competition, noting 
that the competitiveness of the 
national product and increasing 

its sales in foreign markets con-
tributes to promoting its distri-
bution abroad and reducing its 
prices internally.

The members of the Shura 
Council attributed inflation 
to other external factors such 
as high transport and freight 
costs to record levels, high en-
ergy prices, and interruption 
of supply chains, praising the 
state’s good management of 
this file by taking a number of 
measures that contributed to 
maintaining the prices of basic 
goods needed by the consumer 
on a daily basis.

The Shura Council then 
approved a draft law on docu-
ments and archives, after re-
viewing the report of the In-
formation and Cultural Affairs 
Committee on it, and after the 
members of the Council dis-
cussed the provisions of the 
draft law. The said draft law 
aims to regulate dealing with 
public, historical, national and 
other documents and to clas-
sify, preserve and protect them.

The Council approved a re-
quest to extend the work of the 
Financial and Economic Affairs 
Committee to study a draft law 
amending some provisions of 
the Customs Law promulgated 
by Law No. 40 of 2002.

During the session, the Shu-

ra Council also reviewed a re-
port on the participation of HE 
Sheikha bint Yousuf Al Jufairi 
in the meeting held at the head-
quarters of the General Secre-
tariat of the Cooperation Council 
for the Arab States of the Gulf in 
Riyadh last December, between 
the members of the legislative 
councils of the GCC countries 
and HE Chair of the European 
Parliament Delegation for Re-
lations with the Arabian Penin-
sula Hannah Neumann.

The meeting dealt with the 
situation of women parliamen-
tarians and politicians in the 
Gulf countries and the promo-
tion of the role of women in 
parliaments. Presenting the 
report, Sheikha bint Yousuf Al 
Jufairi said that the meeting 
exchanged views on the situa-
tion of women parliamentar-
ians and politicians in the GCC 
countries and ways to empow-
er women and enhance their 
role in the parliamentary and 
political fields, noting that she 
highlighted during the meeting 
the status enjoyed by Qatari 
women and the opportunities 
available to them in all sec-
tors, and their prominent role 
in the parliamentary, diplo-
matic and all fields, thanks to 
the support they enjoy from 
the wise leadership.

QNA 
DOHA

ASSISTANT Foreign Minis-
ter HE Lolwah bint Rashid Al 
Khater has stressed the need to 
continue talks to reach practi-
cal solutions to develop the 
education and health sectors 
in Afghanistan, affirming the 
keenness and commitment of 
Qatar to support the people 
of Afghanistan and help them 
overcome the difficulties.

Khater was speaking at the 
talks held in Doha on the future 
of education in Afghanistan 
and the challenges and obsta-
cles facing it, with CEO of Edu-
cation Above All Foundation 

Fahad Al Sulaiti representing 
Qatar.

A delegation from the Af-
ghan Ministry of Education 
headed by Education Minister 
Mawlawi Sayyid Habeeb, a del-
egation of UNICEF headed by 
UNICEF Regional Director for 
South Asia George Laria and 
Chief of Strategic Partnerships 
at Education Cannot Wait Or-
ganization Nasser Fakih also 
participated in the talks.

Khater commended the ef-
forts of the Education Above 
All Foundation to facilitate the 
talks. She also extended appre-
ciation to the delegations of the 
Afghan Ministry of Education, 
UNICEF and the Education 

Cannot Wait organization for 
their participation in the talks.

During the talks, the partic-
ipants discussed the economic 
challenges, poor infrastructure, 
limited human resources and 

qualifications in Afghanistan, 
in addition to ensuring equal 
access to education for all, es-
pecially girls.

The participants also 
agreed on the need to ensure 

the right to education for all, 
develop a common vision that 
deals with challenges and pro-
vide high-quality education op-
portunities for all Afghan stu-
dents in all regions.

The delegation of the Af-
ghan Ministry of Education 
praised the efforts of Qatar 
in organising that event that 
would come up with solutions 
to help the Afghan people im-
prove the quality of education 
and ensure its access to male 
and female students in all re-
gions of Afghanistan.

For their part, the delega-
tions of UNICEF and Educa-
tion Cannot Wait appreciated 
the efforts of Qatar and the 
Education Above All Founda-
tion in facilitating the talks and 
thanked to the delegation of the 
Afghan Ministry of Education 
for their keenness to partici-
pate in the talks.

Khater calls for efforts to boost Afghan education, health sectors

Al Hitmi explained the reasons behind the inflation and 
high prices in Qatar, which he attributed to internal and 
external factors. He also reviewed a number of solutions 
and recommendations proposed by the committee to 
address the inflation and high prices, including those 
related to anti-monopoly policies

Continued from page 1 
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

VODAFONE Qatar has an-
nounced that, in collaboration 
with Nokia, it has powered 
Msheireb Smart City with cut-
ting-edge fibre technology that 
delivers hyper speeds of up to 
25 Gbps and will extend the 
collaboration to demonstrate 
speeds of up to 100 Gbps, using 
a Nokia Bell Labs prototype in 
the near future.

With the roll-out of Voda-
fone’s fibre technology, 
Msheireb Downtown’s Smart 
City district is now the first 
Gigacity in the Middle East 
to deliver super-fast network 
speeds to its users on 25Gb/s 
fibre network. Vodafone Qatar 
GigaHome Fibre customers 
in Msheireb Downtown, will 
receive an upgrade to 1 GB on 
their existing plans.

This announcement comes 
in line with Vodafone Qatar’s re-
cent World’s Fastest Mobile Net-
work award, according to results 
from consumer-initiated tests 
taken with Speedtest by Ookla, 
and reflects Vodafone’s contin-
ued investment with the goal of 
delivering the best in class expe-

riences to its customers.
Msheireb Smart City Dis-

trict stands as a reference for 
the urban projects of the fu-
ture, especially in its adher-
ence to the highest standards 
of green building and smart 
services, with the aim to enrich 
people’s lives, and improve the 
overall quality of how they live, 
work, and thrive.

Sheikh Hamad bin Abdul-
lah Al Thani, Chief Executive 
Officer at Vodafone Qatar com-
mented, “We are proud to pro-
vide cutting-edge fibre tech-
nology delivering super-fast 
speeds and seamless experi-
ence for users, and continue to 

support Msheireb Smart City 
by providing connectivity ser-
vices to the area, via our world-
class GigaNet network and 
high-speed 5G coverage. This 
demonstrates our commitment 
to accelerating Qatar’s journey 
towards becoming one of the 
most technologically advanced 
countries in the world.”

Engineer Ali Mohamed 
Al-Kuwari, CEO of Msheireb 
Properties, said: “We are proud 
that our Smart City Msheireb 
Downtown Doha will be at the 
forefront of technological in-
novations in Qatar and the 
Middle East, and adopt Voda-
fone’s latest Data technology 

which offers unprecedented 
internet speed of up to 25 Gbps 
to the users, hence enhancing 
customer experience within 
Msheireb Downtown Doha. We 
appreciate Vodafone’s effort 
to offer seamless connectivity 
for individuals and corporates, 
which is in line with our vision 
and mission to create a more 
connected future.” 

Toni Pellegrino, Head of 
the Customer Business Team 
for Vodafone at Nokia MEA, 
said, “We at Nokia are proud to 
deploy the country’s first 25G 
PON network for Vodafone 
Qatar to support the Msheireb 
Smart City services with our 
innovative technology. We are 
looking forward to support our 
long-term partner Vodafone 
Qatar to demonstrate the pow-
er of next generation fibre net-
works to enable pioneering ser-
vices for residential consumers 
and enterprises.”

As a demonstrated leader 
in technology and digital in-
novation, Vodafone Qatar has 
been at the forefront of driv-
ing Qatar’s national digital in-
frastructure. To find out more 
about Vodafone Qatar, please 
visit: www.Vodafone.qa

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

LE Royal Méridien Doha, the 
timelessly chic hotel located in 
the heart of Lusail and connected 
to the Parisian-inspired Place 
Vendome, is celebrating its first 
Ramadan in Qatar with exclusive 
offers across its dining destina-
tions, including Layali Le Royal 
ballroom, YEDI by Chef Esat and 
The Terrace .

General Manager Gerrit Graf 
said, “Le Royal Méridien Doha is 
honoured to welcome guests this

Ramadan to experience an 
elaborate offering of tradition-
al Middle Eastern favourites. 
Guests are invited to savour the 
simple joys of the blessed month 
with family and friends, while 
relishing premium hospitality in 
a refined ambiance.”

With a majestic setting at 
each venue, Le Royal Méridien is 
offering festive vibes and a wide 
selection of Ramadan favourites, 
including delectable Arabic and 
international cuisines, comple-
mented by entertainments to 
transport guests through a sen-

sory culinary journey fusing tra-
dition and modern grandeur.

Iftar will be served at Layali 
Le Royal ballroom for QR230 per 
person, and at YEDI for QR245 
daily from sunset till 9pm. YEDI 
will also offer Suhour from 9pm 
to 2am at QR255 per person.

Guests can also enjoy a set 
menu Suhour at The Terrace 
from 9pm to 2am at QR240 per 
person for a minimum of four 
people, as well as an a la carte 
menu for a memorable sharing 
experience.

Throughout Ramadan, Le 

Royal Méridien Doha is offering 
guests an exclusive staycation at 
the prestigious address. Starting 
at QR980 per night, the pack-
age provides an aesthetically de-
signed mid- century guestroom 
and a choice of Iftar or Suhour 
for two persons at YEDI by Chef 
Esat, with an additional QR150 
for an extra person.

Advanced reservation is 
mandatory. For enquiries, con-
tact +974 4141 6000. For private 
bookings and/or group reserva-
tions for 21 people or more, con-
tact +974 3100 6466.

Vodafone turns Msheireb into region’s  
1st Gigacity with speeds up to 25 Gbps

Le Royal Méridien Doha lines up a host 
of exquisite offers for Ramadan month

MEEZA expands managed services portfolio with new offering

Souq Waqif Boutique Hotels reveals its line-up of Ramadan offers

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MEEZA, Qatar’s end-to-end 
managed IT services and solu-
tions provider, has expanded 
its managed services port-
folio to offer Oracle Exadata 
Cloud@Customer, a high per-
forming and widely available 
platform for mission-critical 
Oracle databases. Oracle Exa-
data Cloud@Customer delivers 
managed cloud database ser-
vices with a subscription model 
inside customer’s data centres, 
enabling them to meet data 
residency and security require-
ments. 

Commenting on the 
achievements, MEEZA CEO 
Eng. Ahmad Abdulla Al-Mu-
slemani said: “We are de-
lighted to offer Oracle Exadata 
Cloud@Customer to our cus-
tomers across various indus-
tries in Qatar. We can now help 
our customers to develop their 
IT architectures across hybrid 
cloud infrastructure, leading 

to a more secure and improved 
operational performance.”

MEEZA offers a compre-
hensive portfolio of managed 
services and value-added solu-
tions, including tenant man-
agement, migration, optimisa-
tion, health-check monitoring, 
and advanced security services, 
to streamline platform man-
agement, enhance cost-effec-
tiveness, and deliver proven 
business value to its custom-
ers. By leveraging MEEZA’s 
cutting-edge managed ser-
vices portfolio, businesses can 
achieve consistent and pre-
dictable performance while 
minimising their operational 
expenses. In addition, custom-
ers now benefit from flexible 
subscription options (BYOL or 
Full PaaS), a fully managed en-
vironment, and out-of-the-box 
options with Oracle Exadata 
Cloud@Customer native cloud 
functionalities offered to the 
Qatari market for their primary 
and disaster recovery require-
ments.

Built using the latest Oracle 
Exadata technology, Oracle Ex-
adata Cloud@Customer delivers 
the highest cloud database per-
formance, scale, and availabil-
ity, enabling organizations to 
consolidate and run all types of 
database workloads faster and 
with significantly less manage-
ment. The system comes with a 
pay-per-use subscription model, 
cloud automation, unified con-
trol plane, and cloud security. 
Customers can choose to run 

Oracle Autonomous Database, 
Exadata Database Service, or 
both simultaneously. It helps or-
ganisations take full advantage 
of cloud economics by automat-
ing time-consuming and expen-
sive manual management tasks 
and enabling online consump-
tion scaling, so customers only 
pay for the resources they use.

Qatari customers across in-
dustries can now adopt the new 
service to support their cloud 
transformations without trade-

offs in scale, data sovereignty 
compliance, security and con-
trol, using Oracle Cloud Infra-
structure (OCI) services hosted 
in MEEZA’s local data centres.

MEEZA is a well-estab-
lished managed IT service pro-
vider in Qatar with extensive 
skill set in managing complex 
environments, full understand-
ing of country regulations and 
backed by government agree-
ments and strategic partner-
ships. It offers scalable, highly 
available and resilient cloud 
services that are used to im-
prove customer engagement, 
facilitate the transformation of 
products and services, and em-
power businesses.

Shane Fernandes, vice 
president – Cloud Systems, 
Middle East and Africa, Oracle 
said: “The combination of Or-
acle’s expertise and MEEZA’s 
first class professional services 
will enable Qatar businesses 
to fast-track their cloud trans-
formation process based on 
their individual and specific 
industry needs. With Oracle 
Exadata Cloud@Customer, 
organisations can now take 
advantage of cloud simplicity 
and cost effectiveness while 
meeting data residency and 
security requirements.”

A Qatar Foundation ven-
ture, MEEZA is committed to 
maintaining its position as a 
fast-growing player in cloud 
computing services, both in 
regional and international 
markets. It continues to inno-
vate and offer cost-effective IT 
solutions and services to help 
its clients focus on their core 
business, and this partnership 
with Oracle furthers that mis-
sion.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

SOUQ Waqif Boutique Hotels, 
the five-star designer collec-
tion of boutique hotels, has 
announced its opulent set of 
exquisite offers to welcome 
their guests during the holy 
month of Ramadan. The offers 
have launched with the objec-
tive of providing an authentic 
and unique Arabian hospital-
ity experience for families and 
corporate guests through stay 
offers and Iftar and Suhour 
options throughout the eight 
properties.

The Iftar and Suhoor of-
fers will be available in all the 
group’s F&B outlets, which 
have always been famous for 
providing rich experiences, 
thanks to the variety of foods 
they provide and the elite chefs 
working to provide various and 
delicious dishes to satisfy all 

tastes and live up to the aspira-
tions of the brand’s guests.

‘Argan’ the group’s re-
nowned and award-winning 
restaurant at ‘Al Jasra Boutique 
Hotel’ will provide a luxurious 
Iftar buffet that includes Rama-
dan drinks, various selection of 
soups, baked delicacies, variety 
of cheeses compendium, in ad-
dition to cold and hot mezzah 
and appetisers, oriental and 
western salads, a large variety of 
luscious Moroccan dishes. Fur-
thermore, guests can relish the 
most delicious dishes that will 
be prepared in front of them di-
rectly at the multiple live cook-
ing stations and conclude their 
journey at the sweets corner 
with a grand finale. 

Furthermore, ‘Argan’ 
will welcome during the holy 
month kids under six years to 
enjoy the buffet for free, while 
those below 12 will be enti-
tled to get 50% discount. To 

share with the guests the best 
of Ramadan, Souq Waqif Bou-
tique Hotel is offering a 10% 
discount on the booking of 10 
Persons or more, and 15% off 
for groups over 50 people. 

‘Al Shurfa’, the rooftop res-
taurant at Al Jomrok Boutique 
Hotel, with its indoor dining 
area and outdoor terrace of-
fering the best distinctive view 
of the Doha skyline, will pro-

vide opportunity for guests to 
break their fast through Iftar 
set menus that include a variety 
of delicious Arabic and interna-
tional dishes.

For gourmet, food aficio-
nados pursuing excellence, 
and guests looking for the best 
contemporary atmosphere and 
amazing ambiance, ‘Al Shurfa’ 
at Al Jomrok Boutique Hotel, 
with its indoor lounge and out-

door terrace offering stunning 
views overlooking the Cor-
niche, the Doha skyline, and 
the Souq’s exceptionally vi-
brant atmosphere, will provide 
guests during the Holy month 
of Ramadan with the opportu-
nity to enjoy the a La Carte If-
tar or the set menu Iftar for two 
which comprise of oriental and 
western delicacies along with a 
distinct assortment of Latin fla-
vours which will take the guests 
in an extraordinary and magi-
cal culinary journey.

To make the holy month 
more unique, Souq Waqif Bou-
tique Hotels launched a special 
Ramadan stay offer at competi-
tive rates, starting from March 
23 to April 20, which includes 
accommodation for two people 
in one of the group’s unique ho-
tels, including Iftar and Suhour 
for two, with the ability to up-
grade the room for free (subject 
to room availability), in addi-

tion to a 20% discount on spa 
treatments, and early check-in 
and late check-out (subject to 
room availability).

This Ramadan, Iftars & 
Suhours offered at Argan and 
Al Shurfa, will be also available 
through ‘Talabat’ and ‘Snoonu’ 
apps. This initiative was intro-
duced to meet the desires of 
guests wishing to feast at the 
comfort of their homes with 
friends and family members.

To add a touch of relax, 
calm and tranquility, Souq Wa-
qif Boutique Hotels introduced 
a special Ramadan spa offer, 
which includes a 60-minute 
body massage and a 30-minute 
facial massage, to add a soft and 
silky touch that helps relieve 
stress and rejuvenate the senses. 

For bookings and in-
quires call or Whatsapp 
+974 70473687 or email 
fb.reservations.tswq@tivoliho-
tels.com.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AS part of its commitment to 
reduce the volume of waste sent 
to the landfills and preserve the 
environment for future gen-
erations, Al Meera Consumer 
Goods Company (Q.P.S.C.) 
has collaborated with Seashore 
Recycling and Sustainability 
to launch the first dedicated 
electronics recycling station in 
celebration of this year’s Global 
Recycling Day.

Celebrated every year on 
March 18, Global Recycling 
Day is an annual event that 
aims to raise awareness of the 
importance of recycling and 
encourage people to take action 
to reduce waste and protect the 
environment. The day brings 
together individuals, organiza-
tions, and governments from 
around the world to promote 
sustainable practices and high-
light the benefits of recycling.

During the celebration this 
year, Al Meera unveiled the 
dedicated electronics recy-
cling station as a pilot project 
in Al Meera Legtaifiya branch 
parking lot with plans to ex-
pand such initiatives to other 
branches across the country. 

The project is part of Al 
Meera’s ongoing sustainabil-
ity initiatives to ensure that 
its operations and services are 
environment friendly in line 
with its efforts to translate the 
sustainability pillar of the Qa-
tar National Vision 2030 into 
action.

In celebration of Global Re-
cycling Day, Al Meera reward-
ed its members with five times 
Meera Rewards points when 
recycling during this weekend 
via any of their reverse vending 
machines across 20 branches. 
This serves as an encourage-
ment to members of the com-
munity to recycle and reduce 
plastic and aluminum waste. 
As a result, customers have re-
cycled 238,372 plastic bottles 

and aluminium cans during 
the past weekend and Al Meera 
has given away approximately 
QR24,000 worth of points to 
customers. 

Commenting on the ini-
tiative, Al Meera said, “At Al 
Meera, we adopt a vision with 
the main objective to enhance 
the overall well-being of com-
munity members through a 
modern and convenient shop-
ping experience to establish 
the foundations for a more 
sustainable future and harness 
our resources to contribute to 
preserving the environment, 
in a way that motivates all seg-
ments of society, whether com-
panies or individuals, to play 
their role so that we all enjoy a 
healthy and safe environment. 
We will continue to lead in de-
veloping ideas that will help in 
achieving the sustainability ob-
jectives of the Qatar National 
Vision 2030.”

Commenting on the initia-
tive, Seashore Recycling said: 
“The E-waste Recycling Sta-
tion launched by Al Meera and 
Seashore Recycling and Sus-
tainability will enable public 
to discard their old and dam-
aged electronics for recycling 
at ease. On this Global Recy-
cling Day, Seashore Recycling 
is happy to be cultivating the 
culture of recycling alongside 
Al Meera by initiating this E-
waste Recycling programme 
and look forward to opening 
more stations in other branch-
es making E-waste recycling 
accessible to more people in 
future.”

Al Meera launches 
its first dedicated 
e-recycling station

Oracle Exadata Cloud@
Customer service delivers 
superior cloud database 
performance, scale, and 
availability while meeting 
data residency require-
ments
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Physical activities are a must, PHCC expert advises expectant mothers 
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Primary Health Care Cor-
poration (PHCC) has advised 
expectant mothers to perform 
physical activities, including ex-
ercise, as they are key to building 
a healthy lifestyle for pregnant 
women and benefit both the 
mother and the unborn baby.

“Pregnant woman should 
consult their health centre doc-
tor during pregnancy checkups 
to discuss the types of exercise 
and physical activity to perform 
during pregnancy,” said Dr Hana 
Saleh, Child and Adolescent spe-
cialist at PHCC headquarters.

Dr Saleh noted that any ex-
ercise programme for previously 

inactive pregnant women should 
start with low-intensity exercises 
such as walking, cycling - they 
can choose an indoor cycling 
bike for their safety - swimming 
for three days a week, then, they 
may increase it to five sessions or 
more.

She said, “Physical activ-
ity makes your pregnancy more 
enjoyable as it provides tremen-
dous health benefits when per-
formed on regular basis. Keep-
ing a consistent workout routine 
is key, and over time, it can help 
pregnant women prevent certain 
diseases and reduce the risk of 
weight gain, obesity, type 2 dia-
betes, high blood pressure, heart 
disease, osteoporosis, depression, 
etc.”

“The good news is that preg-
nant women can keep exercis-
ing throughout their pregnancy, 
as the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) recommends that 

women who engage in physical 
activity should continue to do so. 
Always listen to your body if you 
need to rest and stop exercising 
when you feel tired or exhaust-
ed,” added Dr Saleh.

Nevertheless, a pregnant 
woman’s exercise must be 
agreed on with a health care 
professional, as some pregnant 
women may need to avoid high-
intensity exercise or even stop 
performing some types of exer-
cises completely for their safety 
and that of their unborn babies.

Some cases must completely 
stop performing physical activi-
ties and immediately consult a 
specialist. These cases include 
shortness of breath, chest pain, 
painful uterine contractions, 

vaginal bleeding, continuous fluid 
leaking from the vagina, which 
indicates rupture of the mem-
branes, dizziness or persistent 
fatigue that does not go away with 
rest.

Dr Saleh advised that exer-
cise and physical activity should 
not be during pregnancy only: it 
should rather be a lifestyle and 
a choice that depends heavily 
on consistency and regularity. 
“We always say: start today to 
become more active, “now” is al-
ways the best time to start.”

Physically active people en-
joy many health benefits, and 
studies indicate that exercising 
with family or friends helps in 
performing physical activities on 
regular basis.

Dr Saleh advised pregnant 
women to drink enough water 
and to always carry a bottle of 
water to drink before, during 
and after exercise, as well as 
avoiding extremely hot and hu-
mid places.

“As the muscles and joints 
become loose during pregnancy, 
control your movements; avoid 
sudden movements and rapid 
changes in your direction. Ex-
tended warm-up and cool-down 
routine can reduce your risk of 
injury. Keep taking a deep breath 
and rest from time to time, and 
you will notice with time that you 
can control the situation. If you 
experience unusual symptoms, 
stop exercising and consult your 
doctor,” advised Dr Saleh.

Dr Hana Saleh

HMC, RCSI Faculty of Dentistry
join hands to host CPD program

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HAMAD Medical Corporation’s 
(HMC) Dental Services recently 
hosted representatives from the 
Faculty of Dentistry at the Roy-
al College of Surgeons in Ire-
land to conduct a five-day RCSI 
HMC Intensive MFD/Continu-
ing Professional Development 
Review Course 2023 for den-
tists and RCSI HMC Intensive 
Course for Paediatric Dentistry 
Programme. The MFD part two 
examination was also held on 
the following day. 

The week-long course con-
cluded with a graduation of 
FFD and awards conferring 
ceremony for 2021 to 2023 
batches. The ceremony was at-
tended by the graduates, their 
families, faculty, administra-
tors and special guests. 

Dr Khalifa Al Ansari, chair-
man of Hamad Dental Services, 
said this was the first awards 
and graduation ceremony held 
after the challenges of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. 

“I am proud of all our grad-
uates who have demonstrated 
high commitment and capabil-
ity in managing their studies 

alongside work and home life. 
The amazing achievement in 
their scholastic results is a tes-
tament to their abilities and the 
amazing faculty who have sup-
ported them along the way.”

He added, “I wish to com-
mend Dr Jamal Al Abdullah, 
divisional chief of Pedodontics 
and deputy programme direc-
tor of the Postgraduate Paedi-
atric Dentistry Programme at 
HMC, for his amazing efforts 
in developing the highest at-
tainable standards in dentistry 
training programmes and to 
support our dentistry residents 
in achieving the best results. 

“I also wish to commend 
Dr Huda Al Hashemi, senior 
consultant, prosthodontics and 
chair of Continuing Profession-
al Development at Hamad Den-
tal Services, for organising the 
MFD RCSI course and ensur-
ing a high academic standard 
is maintained in Qatar. Indeed, 
our entire faculty has done a 
tremendous job in ensuring the 
next generation of dentists are 
able to practice with impecca-
ble skill and compassion.”

Dr Abdullatif Al Khal, dep-
uty chief medical director and 
director of Medical Education, 
received an honorary title as 

Fellow of the Faculty of Den-
tistry at RCSI, in recognition of 
his leadership and support for 
the development of dentistry 
training programs in Qatar. 

During the ceremony, he 
was presented with the Fellow-
ship certificate, signifying the 
conferring of this prestigious 
title. Special recognition also 
went to Dr Abdulla Al Ansari, 
chief medical officer at HMC, 
and Dr Ghanim Al Mannai, 
former chairman of Hamad 
Dental Services, for their con-
tributions.

The awards and graduation 
celebration saw the recognition 
of the Paediatric Dentistry Di-
ploma Graduates, who achieved 
a 100 percent pass rate. 

Prof John S Walsh, imme-
diate past dean of the Faculty 
of Dentistry, RCSI, and director 
of the post-graduate paediatric 
programme in Qatar, said that 
this was a significant achieve-
ment for all parties involved.

The internationally ac-
credited postgraduate dental 
education programme offered 
by HMC in collaboration with 
RCSI is in line with the guide-
lines of Qatar’s National Oral 
Health Strategy. 

WCM-Q and AMNM 
sign pact for clinical 
training & education

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

A CLINICAL Training and Educa-
tion Agreement has been signed 
between leading healthcare facil-
ity Alfardan Medical with North-
western Medicine (AMNM) and 
elite medical college Weill Cornell 
Medicine-Qatar (WCM-Q). 

The agreement will provide 
clinical training sites and expe-
rience of the private 
healthcare sector for 
a number of WCM-Q 
students each year, at 
an early stage in their 
medical education, 
while also advancing 
AMNM’s ongoing 
mission to promote 
academic and clinical 
excellence.

The agreement 
was signed by Omar 
Hussain Alfardan, 
president and CEO of 
Alfardan Group, and 
Dr. Javaid Sheikh, 
dean of WCM-Q, in 
a ceremony held at 
AMNM in Lusail. Un-
der the agreement, AMNM and 
WCM-Q will work together to 
leverage their joint expertise and 
state-of-the-art healthcare and 
training facilities to reach new 
levels of excellence in patient 
care in the State of Qatar. 

AMNM is a premium health-
care facility that draws upon its 
unique partnership with North-
western Medicine Chicago, one 
of the most highly ranked health-
care institutions in the US, to 
provide elite levels of care for pa-
tients in Qatar. WCM-Q, a mem-
ber of Qatar Foundation and 
a part of the US-based Cornell 
University, is at the forefront of 
medical education and biomedi-
cal research in the Middle East.

Hailing the agreement, Omar 
Hussain Alfardan said: “It is 
with great pleasure that we an-
nounce the signing of this new 

Clinical Training and Education 
Agreement between AMNM and 
WCM-Q. As two leading health-
care institutions with a strong 
commitment to delivering the 
very highest standards of care to 
patients, we believe this agree-
ment will bring significant bene-
fits to all parties. Our belief is that 
patients deserve the very best 
care possible, and we know that 
WCM-Q shares this conviction. 

Working together, we will be able 
to make great contributions to 
the ongoing pursuit of excellence 
in healthcare for patients in Qa-
tar and the Middle East.” 

Dr. Sheikh said: “We are 
very pleased to sign this agree-
ment with Alfardan Medical 
with Northwestern Medicine. 
WCM-Q is an institution with a 
tremendous record of providing 
excellence in medical education 
and patient care, so we are very 
happy that our students will have 
the opportunity to gain clinical 
experience in the world-class fa-
cilities of AMNM. We have great 
faith that this agreement will not 
only be a huge success but will 
also provide a tremendous boost 
to our mutually held goal to con-
tinually advance and improve 
healthcare outcomes for patients 
in Qatar and the wider region.”

Sidra Medicine opens Paediatric Wellness Clinic
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

SIDRA Medicine, a member of 
Qatar Foundation, has launched 
a new private Paediatric Well-
ness Clinic for children and 
young people up to the age of 18. 

The clinic offers various di-
agnostic and preventative ser-
vices, including immunisations. 
The clinic’s highly qualified team 
evaluates and tracks growth and 
development, and assists parents 
in playing a crucial part in their 
child’s well-being.

Dr. Ahmed Alhammadi, ex-
ecutive chair of paediatric medi-
cine at Sidra Medicine said: “Our 
Paediatric Wellness Clinic takes 
a very family centred approach 
to care, as we look into the fam-
ily health history to determine 
the state of their child’s current 
health and lifestyle. Being able to 
acquire important information 

related to their toddler or teen-
ager’s physical, emotional and 
mental health, will help them 
make impactful decisions and 
take necessary actions to main-
tain their child’s well-being.”

“While common questions 
related to nutrition, sleep and 
safety in the home and at school 
can be addressed, routine check-
ups, regular vaccines and screen-
ings, can also ensure that the 

family and the clinic can work 
together to manage or prevent 
serious health conditions in the 
children at an early stage. Par-
ents will receive anticipatory 
guidance regarding their child’s 
health and development. To bet-
ter serve our community, we also 
provide convenient care options 
to the Paediatric Wellness Clinic 
at our private evening clinics, 
which are open from 3-8 pm,” 
continued Dr. Alhammadi.

Services at the Paediatric 
Wellness Clinic, include physi-
cal examination, measurement, 
weight, and height monitoring. 
The clinic’s developmental sur-
veillance and screening services 
include newborn screening; de-
velopmental and mental health 
screening.

The clinic also offers a com-
prehensive list of vaccines, in 
accordance with Qatar’s Min-
istry of Public Health’s recom-

mendations, as well as vaccines 
that comply with international 
requirements, such as HPV 
vaccines for both males and fe-
males and the meningitis B vac-
cine.

“By choosing Sidra Medicine, 
should any abnormalities be 
found, or if we believe the child 
needs a more thorough medical 
examination, we can refer them 
to see one of our paediatric spe-
cialists in a timely manner. That 
way the child’s entire health re-
cord will be available to a mul-
tidisciplinary team of experts, 
to ensure they receive the most 
well-rounded care possible. 

The Paediatric Wellness 
Clinic is a private service and does 
not require a referral. The clinic 
is also part of Sidra Medicine’s 
private evening clinics and can be 
accessed on select weekdays from 
3.00 to 8.00 pm.  To book an ap-
pointment, call 4003 3333. 

Dr Ahmed Alhammadi

NU-Q celebrates 2023 Media and Research Awards
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

NORTHWESTERN University in 
Qatar has recognised 10 student 
projects in research, journalism, 
and media at its 2023 Media and 
Research Awards, an annual cele-
bration of outstanding works and 
scholarly excellence.

Every year, students from 
across majors submit academic 
and creative projects produced 
both in and outside of the class-
room to celebrate their excep-
tional work with the community. 
Projects submitted are presented 
to the wider Northwestern Qa-
tar community and evaluated 
by a panel of judges ahead of 
the awards ceremony, where the 
winning project from each cat-
egory is announced. 

This year’s edition featured 
over 140 submissions—a record 
high—across ten main catego-

ries, including creative writing, docu-
mentary, moving images, journalistic 
writing, narrative fiction, research, and 
more. Projects submitted ranged from 
a report on Qatari youth’s Arabic flu-
ency, a journalistic piece on racism and 
technology, a documentary on the 1947 
partition of India and Pakistan, and 
projects tackling other pressing social, 
cultural, and political issues.

Shortlisted projects were evaluated 
by a panel of judges and industry ex-
perts from Al Jazeera, Katara Studios, 
Qatar Media City, Ogilvy, and several 

other local and international media 
organisations, who then joined the 
students and the wider community 
for an open networking session to dis-
cuss their projects and ways to support 
their work both academically and pro-
fessionally.

Highlighting the variety of topics 
and issues tackled by the projects sub-
mitted, Northwestern Qatar Dean and 
CEO Marwan M. Kraidy said that the 
work the students have done “means 
more than the awards and recognition 
they may receive. It is also a signal–a 

signal to the world–of the immense 
talent, imagination, intelligence, and 
excellence that is present here—in our 
students at Northwestern Qatar.”

The 2023 Media and Research 
Awards is one of many platforms ena-
bling Northwestern Qatar students to 
showcase their creativity and scholar-
ship. Last week, the inaugural group of 
the Global Undergraduate Fellows at 
the Institute for Advanced Studies in 
the Global South also presented their 
research projects and findings in a com-
munity event celebrating their work. 



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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THE University of Doha for Sci-
ence and Technology (UDST) 
hosted its largest co-curricular 
event of the academic year, the 
annual UDST ‘Skills Day’, re-
cently. The event offered more 
than 50 different competitions 
and activities around campus 
in Engineering Technology, 
Computing and Information 
Technology, Health Sciences, 
Business Management and Ac-
ademics, simulating a variety 
of real-world challenges that 
students would tackle in the 
workplace once they graduate. 

UDST ‘Skills Day’ was an 
opportunity for students and 
faculty to showcase the pro-
jects they had been working on 
throughout the year and how 
learning at the university was 
all about building experiential 
and technological competen-
cies required in the world of 
work. More than 750 students 
competed against their peers 
to test the technical skills they 
learned through their studies. 

Dr Salem Al-Naemi, presi-
dent of UDST, said: “Skills Day 
is all about the approach that 
UDST undertakes to reveal the 
importance of applied educa-
tion. It is one of the ways we 
support our students and em-
power them to be capable of us-
ing the latest technologies and 

have the right skills to answer 
the labour market’s needs. 
The event is an opportunity to 
demonstrate what our students 
have learned throughout their 
educational journey at the uni-
versity and how they use their 
skills and hands-on competen-
cies to innovate and harness 
technology to better serve the 
community.”

UDST Skills Day included 
many interactive educational 
and fun activities and competi-
tions such as: gear train design-
ing challenge, welding, leak 
testing in the pipeline, network 
design and cabling, renew-
able energy and sustainabil-
ity activities, testing technician 
safety, engaging in health sce-
narios and skills stations, cyber 
security challenges, internet 
of things, programming and 

problem-solving, robots’ races, 
green screen digital communi-
cation, egg drop stem challenge 
and much more.

UDST also partnered with 
local schools to offer hundreds 
of secondary students the 
chance to witness the competi-
tions and try a skill themselves, 
giving more young people the 
opportunity to be involved in 
science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics (STEM). 
Some competitions were com-
pleted individually, while oth-
ers were group competitions 
where students in teams solved 
real-life scenarios and partici-
pated in business simulations 
in addition to challenges in the 
fields of electrical and mechan-
ical engineering, energy and 
sustainability, cybersecurity 
and artificial intelligence. 

QF’s QCDC holds training 
on ‘soft skills’ for people 
with learning challenges

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 
DOHA

QATAR Foundation’s Qatar 
Career Development Center 
(QCDC) successfully conduct-
ed the Supported Employ-
ment Training Program: Soft 
Skills from March 5 to 9. The 
programme, which aimed at 
enhancing career guidance 
services for students with mild 
and moderate learning chal-
lenges, was based on adapting 
international best practices in 
the field to the local context.

The programme was di-
vided into three main pillars: 
enhancing career guidance 
provision, promoting an inclu-
sive employment culture, and 
mobilising key stakeholders 
to bring meaningful employ-
ment opportunities for people 
with disabilities, particularly 
those affected by neurodiverse 
and cognitive conditions; ag-
gregated into various training 
modules and workshops.

Professionals from vari-
ous sectors participated in the 
programme, including school 
counsellors, parents, social 
partners, industry partners, 
employers, managers, job 
coaches, teachers, and fam-
ily members of neurodiverse 
youth. The programme aimed 
to train participants on vari-
ous soft skills related to em-
ployment, including hidden 
curricula, social skills, stress 
management, self-awareness, 
self-management, commu-
nication, self-regulation, and 
self-advocacy. Two interna-
tionally recognised experts 
facilitated the programme in 
supported employment for 
people with disabilities, Dr 
Stephen Shore and Dr Robert 
Naseef. Dr Shore, a professor 

at Adelphi University, special-
ises in matching best practices 
to the needs of people with au-
tism. Dr Naseef, a psychologist 
with over 30 years of experi-
ence, specialises in families of 
children with disabilities.

Upon concluding the pro-
gramme’s activities, Abdul-
lah Al-Mansoori, director of 
QCDC, said, “I am delighted 
by the success of the Sup-
ported Employment Training 
Programme; the turnout and 
participation were beyond 
our expectations. We have a 
responsibility to ensure that 
everyone has equal access to 
career development opportu-
nities, regardless of any disa-
bilities or cognitive conditions 
they may have.”

“We are particularly proud 
of this program that we have 
put together to enable practi-
tioners and teachers in provid-
ing the best possible assistance 
to people with disabilities. The 
program provided them with 
tailored training and support 
to help them overcome any 
challenges they may face in 
reaching out to their students. 
It also helps us to localise the 
immense expertise provided 
by our guests by transferring 
them to our professionals,” 
Abdullah added.

After the programme, 
each participant received a 
certificate of completion that 
acknowledges their appreci-
ated participation, in addition 
to copies of all the educational 
materials provided and cov-
ered during classes, to ensure 
they can carry on with this en-
riching experience and trans-
fer it in turn to their immediate 
circles, towards the overall im-
provement of career guidance 
and development capabilities.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE College of Education at 
Qatar University (QU) cel-
ebrated its 50th anniversary 
of its founding at a ceremony 
to highlight its important 
achievements and develop-
ments over the last five dec-
ades as the first institution of 
higher education in Qatar.

The ceremony was attend-
ed by QU President Dr Hassan 
Al Derham, Dean of the Col-
lege of Education Sheikha Dr 
Hessa bint Hamad Al Thani, 
a number of university offi-
cials and university affiliates, 
including professors and stu-
dents, in addition to a number 
of heads of departments and 
high school students.

During the ceremony, an 
introductory video about the 
College of Education was pre-
sented with an overview of its 

programmes and centres, and 
a video entitled ‘From Past to 
Present’ highlighting the Ear-
ly Childhood Center, as well 
as an inspiring story segment 
with Mohammed Saadon Al 
Kuwari, sports journalist and 
presenter with beIN - a gradu-
ate of the College of Education 
about his memories at the 
university. 

In her speech on the oc-
casion, Dean of the College 

of Education Dr Hessa H. Al 
Thani said, “Fifty years ago, 
the foundation stone of the 
College of Education was laid 
to be the starting point in 
building the human being, a 
human being enlightened by 
the principles of science and 
knowledge so every graduate 
in our college was a beacon 
and a teacher for the emerg-
ing generations, and a key ac-
tor in developing the reality of 

education in our societies.” 
She added, “During 50 

years, the college, with its var-
ious departments and centres, 
has been able to provide the 
community with leaders and 
expertise through the efforts 
of cadres that have taken it 
upon themselves to raise the 
educational production in our 
schools and educational and 
social institutions, despite the 
challenges and difficulties.”

The audience at the 50th anniversary of the College of Education launch.

QU’s College of Education
celebrates 50th anniversary

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Foundation (QF) part-
ner Georgetown University in 
Qatar (GU-Q) held its annual 
Dean’s Honours Reception on 
their Education City campus 
to recognise the outstanding 
achievements of 207 students 
who have excelled academi-
cally during the previous two 
semesters. The students were 
presented with certificates to 
honour their accomplishments, 
in the presence of the faculty 
and staff who supported their 
journey to academic success.

Dean’s Honours Recep-
tion recognises students who 
have demonstrated exceptional 
commitment to their studies 
and coursework. At this year’s 
event, 124 students received 
First Honours for earning a 
semester grade point average 
(GPA) of 3.9 or higher, while 83 
students were awarded Second 
Honours for achieving a GPA 
between 3.7 and 3.89.

At the reception, Dr Safwan 
Masri, dean of GU-Q, expressed 
his gratitude to the faculty and 
staff who provide the holistic 
learning environment students 
need to thrive, and admiration 
for students who made the most 
of the university’s resources.

“We are so proud of our stu-
dents who have achieved this 
academic excellence because 
they strive for excellence in eve-

rything they do, and do so with 
compassion, respect, honesty 
and integrity.” His remarks to 
students concluded with en-
couragement to continue striv-
ing for excellence and pushing 
themselves to achieve even 
more in their academic pursuits 
and personal development.

Offering the same re-
nowned Bachelor of Science 
in Foreign Service (BSFS) de-

gree as Georgetown Univer-
sity in Washington DC, GU-Q 
provides students with a deep 
understanding of global issues 
through four majors: Inter-
national Economics, Inter-
national Politics, Culture and 
Politics, and International His-
tory. Students can also deepen 
their studies through a variety 
of minors and certificate pro-
grammes.

GU-Q honours 207 students for 
excellence at Dean’s Reception

UDST students showcase
their talents on ‘Skills Day’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THERE are many benefits of 
exercising regularly, includ-
ing better mental and physi-
cal health and increased con-
fidence and sleep quality. But 
for people with disabilities, 
finding accessible and afford-
able sports programmes can 
be challenging. 

In 2018, Qatar Founda-
tion (QF) launched the Qader 
Award, which provides free 
access to sports programmes 
for people with disabilities 
through its Ability Friendly 
Programme. Applications for 

the fifth edition of the pro-
gramme are now open, and 
will run until April 5, 2023.  

Mark Hughes, director 
of Awsaj Academy, said: “At 
Qatar Foundation, we believe 
that everyone, regardless of 
their abilities or financial ca-
pabilities, should have the 
opportunity to participate in 
physical activity. The Qader 
Award is helping to break 
down barriers, ensuring that 
people with disabilities have 
equal access to sport through 
our Ability Friendly Pro-
gramme. “We have seen the 
positive impact that the Qader 
Award has had on people’s 

lives. Sport is transformative 
tool, not only does it have 
great physical benefits, but it 
can also be used to help ac-

quire important life skills, in-
cluding the ability to adapt to 
new circumstances and make 
independent decisions.   “Over 

the past four years, the Qader 
Award has supported many 
individuals and families in 
Qatar. In the previous cycles, 
126 people benefited from 
the award, and we are look-
ing forward to that number 
increasing this year.”The Abil-
ity Friendly Programme is an 
initiative that supports peo-
ple of all abilities to engage in 
sporting and developmental 
activities. And over the years, 
the programme – through 
football and swimming – has 
provided life-changing ex-
periences and opportunities 
to many children and adults, 
as well as their families. The 

winners of the Qader Award 
will be able to enroll in either 
of these sports for a full aca-
demic year at no cost.   Appli-
cants are eligible to apply for 
the Qader Award for the 2023-
24 academic year if they or a 
family member have a special 
need or disability, are living in 
Qatar, and are aged four years 
or older for swimming and five 
years or older for football and 
have not been previously re-
moved from the award. All ap-
plications must be submitted 
online at www.educationcity.
qa/en/qader-award, support-
ed by all the necessary docu-
ments.

Applications open for fifth cycle of QF’s Qader Award
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Kazakhstan holds early elections
DPA

ASTANA

EARLY parliamentary elec-
tions were held in the former 
Soviet republic of Kazakhstan, 
where people are still reeling 
from deadly protests last year 
that President Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev suppressed. Polling 
stations in the Central Asian 
country, which has two time 
zones, closed on Sunday at 8 
pm (1400 or 1500 GMT).

Over half the electorate, 
approximately 12 million vot-
ers, exercised their rights on 
Sunday.  More than 200 people 
died in Tokayev’s crackdown 
on protesters last year. Critics 
accused Tokayev of wanting to 
further consolidate his power 
in the country of 19 million 
by calling the snap elections 
back in January. The ruling 
party was expected to win eas-
ily. In the poll run-up, Tokayev 
initiated several reforms and 

promised democratisation. As 
a result, all 98 members of the 
parliament’s lower house are 
now directly elected. Interna-
tional observers have praised 
some innovations, such as 
lowering the threshold for en-
tering parliament from 7% to 
5% and admitting non-party 
candidates. But they criticised 

a lack of freedom of the press 
and opinion. Dimash Alzh-
anov, a political scientist, ac-
cuses those in power of hardly 
allowing genuine opposition 
candidates. “These elections 
can be described as an attempt 
to create a more convincing 
imitation of competition,” says 
Alshanov. Many citizens un-

derstand this too, but he says 
that after Tokayev’s brutal 
tactics last year, it is hard to 
think of major public backlash 
at the moment.  Lawyer Ajna 
Shormanbayeva said: “We 
need an international clarifi-
cation of the protests. There 
can be no justice until the kill-
ing of so many people by the 
state has not been clarified. In 
January 2022, protests against 
high prices and social injustice 
turned into an unprecedented 
power struggle among Kazakh 
elites in the oil-rich country 
bordering Russia and China.

Tokayev emerged victori-
ous, ousting the former long-
time president Nursultan 
Nazarbayev. Tokayev even re-
named the capital, named after 
Nazarbayev, from Nur-Sultan 
to Astana. About ten months 
after the suppression of the un-
rest, with the help of Russian 
troops, Tokayev had himself 
confirmed in office. 

Members of a local electoral commission empty a ballot box at a  
polling station after parliamentary elections in Almaty on Sunday (AFP)

AGENCIES 
MOSCOW

CHINESE President Xi Jinping 
met Vladimir Putin in Moscow 
on Monday, seeking to deepen 
economic ties with an ally he 
sees as a useful counterweight 
to the West and promote Bei-
jing’s role as a potential peace-
maker in Ukraine. Xi was the 
first leader to meet the Russian 
president since the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC) is-
sued an arrest warrant for him 
on Friday over the deportation 
of Ukrainian children to Russia 
during its year-old invasion of 
Ukraine.

Moscow said the charge 
was one of several “clearly 
hostile displays” and opened a 
criminal case against the ICC 
prosecutor and judges. Bei-
jing said the warrant reflected 
double standards.Russia is 
presenting Xi’s trip, his first 
since securing an unprecedent-
ed third term this month, as 
evidence that it has a power-
ful friend in its standoff with 
a hostile West.The two men 
greeted one another as “dear 
friend” when they met in the 
Kremlin on Monday afternoon 
before dinner, to be followed 
by formal talks on Tuesday.
Putin told Xi he viewed China’s 
proposals for resolving the 
Ukraine conflict respectfully 
and was also “slightly envious” 
of China’s rapid development 
in recent decades.“China has 
created a very effective system 
for developing the economy 
and strengthening the state. It 
is much more effective than in 
many other countries,” he said.

For Xi, the visit is a dip-
lomatic tightrope. China has 
released a broad 12-point pro-
posal to solve the Ukraine cri-

sis while strengthening rela-
tions with Moscow.Beijing has 
repeatedly dismissed Western 
accusations that it is planning 
to arm Russia but says it wants 
a closer energy partnership af-
ter boosting imports of Russian 
coal, gas and oil. “Both sides 
are continuously strengthening 
political mutual trust, creating 
a new paradigm of relations be-
tween major powers,” Xi wrote 
in an article published in Rus-
sia before his trip.

Western sanctions made 
Russian energy cheaper, saving 
China billions of dollars, but its 
top trade partners remain the 
United States and European Un-
ion. Ukraine said China should 
press Russia to stop its invasion.

“We expect Beijing to use 
its influence on Moscow to 
make it end the aggressive war 
against Ukraine,” Ukrainian 
foreign ministry spokesperson 
Oleg Nikolenko said. Xi said 
China’s Ukraine peace pro-
posal, an unspecific document 
released last month, reflects 
global views.

“Complex problems do 
not have simple solutions,” he 
wrote in Rossiiskaya Gazeta, 
a daily published by the Rus-
sian government, according 
to a Reuters translation from 
Russian. Ukraine and its West-
ern allies say any truce would 
buy Putin time to reinforce 
ahead of a planned Ukrainian 
counter-offensive and that for 

Russia and China to uphold in-
ternational law as they say they 
do, they must ag ree to Russia’s 
withdrawal.

White House national secu-
rity spokesperson John Kirby 
reiterated that call, adding 
that U.S. President Joe Biden 
wanted to speak with Xi to keep 
communication channels open.

Putin signed a “no limits” 
partnership with Xi last year, 
shortly before he sent tens 
of thousands of troops into 
Ukraine to end what he said 
was a threat to Russia from its 
neighbour’s moves towards the 
West. The year-long war has 
killed tens of thousands of peo-
ple, destroyed cities and forced 
millions to flee. 

They  greeted one another ‘dear friend’ when they met in the Kremlin on Monday afternoon

Russian wooden Matryoshka dolls  depicting Xi Jinping and Vladimir Putin at a gift shop in Moscow. (AFP)

Comrades Xi, Putin meet in 
Moscow as Ukraine war rages

DPA 
NEW YORK

POLLUTED drinking water and 
an absence of sanitary infrastruc-
ture are endangering the lives 
of children worldwide, accord-
ing to the UN children’s agency 
UNICEF. Every day, more than 
1,000 children under the age of 
5 die worldwide from diseases 
caused by polluted water, lack 
of sanitation and poor hygiene, 
UNICEF said on Monday. 

According to a new analysis 
by the organisation, a total of 
190 million children in 10 Af-
rican countries are at risk. The 
situation is most serious in the 
West and Central African coun-
tries of Benin, Burkina Faso, 

Cameroon, Chad, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Guinea, Mali, Niger, Nigeria and 
Somalia, it said. Many of these 
countries suffer from instabil-
ity and armed conflict, further 
complicating children’s access 
to clean water and sanitation. 
Wednesday is World Water Day.  

It is also the day the UN Wa-
ter Conference kicks off in New 
York. 

The aim is to review the ex-
tent to which internationally 
agreed goals can be achieved, 
including the UN Sustainable 
Development Goal on access 
to clean water for all by 2030. 
According to the UN, 2 billion 
people worldwide - one in four 
- cannot count on having clean 
water.

Contaminated water 
kills thousand kids 
every day: UNICEF

A malnourished Somali child drinks water while waiting for medical 
attention in Mogadishu in 2018. (AFP)

China tells nationals to  avoid travel 
beyond Central African capital after 
killing of goldmine workers 

AGENCIES
BANGUI

THE Chinese embassy in the 
Central African Republic has 
urged its citizens to avoid trav-
elling outside the capital Ban-
gui after nine Chinese nationals 
were killed in a militant attack at 
a gold mine outside the city.

The embassy said there had 
been many “vicious” security 
incidents against workers of for-
eign mining enterprises in the 
area, and Chinese citizens still 
outside Bangui were requested 
to evacuate immediately. 

The incident happened at 
a mine run by the Gold Coast 
Group 25 km from Bambari 
town.  

The mayor Abel Matchipata 
said the attackers were thought 
to be from the Coalition of Patri-
ots for Change (CPC), an alliance 

of rebel groups formed ahead of 
the 2020 presidential election to 
oppose President Faustin-Arch-
ange Touadera. The CPC denied 
responsibility and condemned 
the attack. Armed groups con-
trol  territories and regularly 
commit attacks in the Central 
African Republic, a country that 
has rarely known stability since 
independence in 1960.

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping has called for “severe pun-
ishment” of the perpetrators un-
der the law and said the safety 
of Chinese citizens must be en-
sured. 

Given the security risks, the 
Chinese embassy asked them 
to contact the embassy in case 
of emergency to seek consular 
protection.The ministry added 
that the security risk level in the 
CAR, apart from the capital, was 
“red” or very high.

DPA
BRUSSELS

AN international donors’ con-
ference has raised $7.5 billion 
in grants and loans to support 
earthquake victims in Turkey 
and Syria, Swedish Prime Min-
ister Ulf Kristersson said on 
Monday. 

European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen 
said the amount raised had “ex-
ceeded expectations,” calling 
the result “outstanding.”  “I’m 
so glad today that the interna-
tional community strongly sup-
ports the reconstruction efforts 
in Turkey and Syria,” she add-

ed. The commission alone is to 
give 1 billion to Turkey, von der 
Leyen announced earlier. 

Germany is doubling its 
support for earthquake victims 
in Turkey and Syria to €240 
million, German Foreign Affairs 
Minister Annalena Baerbock 
said. Von der Leyen and Kris-
tersson, whose country holds 
the rotating presidency of the 
European Union, jointly hosted 
the conference in Brussels. 

On February 6, the Turkish-
Syrian border region was struck 
by two major earthquakes that 
left more than 50,000 people 
dead and millions homeless. 
“We all know that the scale 

of the devastation is stagger-
ing,” von der Leyen said. The 
commission president added 
that the bloc stands ready to 
share expertise and experience 
in building seismic-resistant 
houses, noting that schools and 
hospitals built in the region 
with the EU’s input had with-
stood the tremors. 

The total amount raised in-
cludes ?950 million for Syria, 
von der Leyen said, adding that 
a separate donors’ event for 
Syria will be held in Brussels in 
June. EU help for Syria is fun-
nelled through international 
aid organizations and limited to 
humanitarian support and the 

most necessary reconstruction, 
for example, repairing water 
pipes, due to the ongoing civil 
war in the country. 

“The European Union does 
not work with the Assad re-
gime, but we always support 
people in need,” von der Leyen 
said about Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad. 

The bloc’s aid to Syria “is 
neutral, it is impartial, and it 
is independent,” she added. 
Achim Steiner from the UNDP-
said next to sheltering quake 
survivors and repairing infra-
structure, the money should 
also be used “give people a 
sense of possibility.” 

Donors raise $7.5 bn for Turkey, Syria

Blast kills mother, five 
children in Afghanistan

DPA
ISLAMABAD

FIVE children along with 
their mother were killed in 
a grenade bomb blast in Af-
ghanistan’s central province 
of Ghor, local officials said on 
Monday. Abdulhai Zaeem, the 
provincial director of infor-
mation and culture, told dpa 
that the incident happened 
on Sunday in the provincial 
capital Firozkoh city, when 
the children were playing with 
a hand grenade inside their 
house.Unexploded military 

supplies left from decades 
of war often cause casualties 
among children in Afghani-
stan. On Friday, two children 
were killed and two others 
wounded when they were hit 
by an unexploded mortar shell 
in Logar province. The chil-
dren were collecting firewood 
when the incident happened. 
According to United Nations 
data, at least 118,443 people 
were killed as a result of armed 
conflict in the country since 
December 2008, when the UN 
started the official recording of 
civilian casualties.

Philippines oil spill hits bio-rich Verde Island
DPA

MANILA

AN oil spill in the Philippines has 
reached the shores of an island in 
one of the most diverse marine 
habitats in the world, officials 
said on Monday. The Princess 
Empress sank off the coast of Ori-

ental Mindoro province, about 
160 kilometres south of Manila, 
after encountering rough seas 
on February 28 while transport-
ing 800,000 litres of industrial 
oil. The spill has affected almost 1 
million hectares of municipal wa-
ters, according to Karagatan sea 
Patrol, a monitoring platform.  

The waters cover ten coastal 
towns in Oriental Mindoro prov-
ince, two in the western province 
of Palawan and one in Antique 
province, Oceana added. Coast-
guard says there were confirmed 
sightings of the oil spill in two vil-
lages in Verde Island, more than 
50 kilometres north of Oriental 

Mindoro. According to Conserva-
tion International, Verde Island 
is an ecologically critical area lo-
cated at the centre of the Verde 
Island Passage, which is home to 
thousands of species. The island 
has been dubbed the “centre of 
centre of marine biodiversity” in 
the world.

Australia’s Victoria 
to ban Nazi salute

DPA
SYDNEY 

THE government Australia’s  
Victoria state on Monday said 
it would expand legislation ban-
ning the public display of the 
Nazi swastika to include the Nazi 
salute following clashes between 
a rights group  and neo-Nazis in 
Melbourne at the weekend. 

Victorian Attorney-General 
Jaclyn Symes on Monday said 
the government would fast-track 
the expansion of the legislation, 
though it could still take months 
for the law to come into effect. 

“We’ll look at how this can be 
done carefully, with considered 
consultation with a variety of 
groups and will have more to say 
on the details of this legislation 
as we undertake that,” Symes 
said.  “I wish it didn’t have to be 
said, but clearly it does: Nazis 
aren’t welcome. Not on Parlia-
ment’s steps. Not anywhere,” 
Premier Daniel Andrews said. 

About 30 men clad in black 
marched in Melbourne and re-
peatedly performed the Nazi sa-
lute in front of the Victorian par-
liament on Saturday and three 
people were arrested. 
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QATAR Financial Centre 
(QFC), a leading onshore fi-
nancial and business centre in 
the region, and Participation 
Banks Association of Turkiye 
(TKBB), a public institution 
with a mandate to represent 
the participation banking sec-
tor both nationally and inter-
nationally, signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) 
to support the development of 
the financial sector in Turkiye 
and Qatar.

The MoU aims to promote 
the parties’ common interests 
through mutually beneficial 
cooperation between their 
member organisations. 

As per the agreement, the 
QFCA and TKBB will work to-
gether to organise common 
platforms, summits, forums, 
conferences, seminars, webi-
nars and other events related to 
the developments in Participa-
tion banking and finance.

The partnership also sets 
out to organise joint training 
and exchange programmes, 
facilitate data and knowledge 
sharing, as well as contribute 
to direct correspondent rela-
tions between the Participation 
Banks of Turkiye and Qatar.

Speaking about the MoU, 
QFC Chief Executive Officer 
Yousuf Mohamed Al Jaida said, 
“As an international business 
platform, the QFC has good 
and longstanding relations with 
Turkiye, forged through signifi-
cant partnerships with Turkish 
organisations and companies. 
We are proud to enter this part-
nership with the Participation 
Banks Association of Turkiye, 
which bolsters our efforts in 
developing the local financial 
industry and positioning Qa-
tar as a leading financial hub. 

More importantly, this MoU 
strengthens the ties between 
Qatar and Türkiye in the finan-
cial sector.”

TKBB Chairman Osman 
Çelik said, “We are very pleased 
to sign this Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the 
QFC. Diversification of finan-
cial instruments and increas-
ing the exchange of training 
and technical consultancy will 

provide good opportunities for 
both parties. This also leads to 
many joint projects between 
Qatar and Turkiye where there 
are many potential areas of 
cooperation, especially in digi-
talisation and fintech solutions, 
which both countries are ac-
tively developing. The Istanbul 
Finance Centre is on its way 
to becoming a global financial 
centre and will play an impor-

tant role in increasing the share 
of participation finance in the 
financial sector.”

The QFCA-TKBB partner-
ship aspires to stimulate eco-
nomic growth in both coun-
tries through collaborative 
initiatives that promote and 
develop participation bank-
ing and establish dynamic 
and competitive financial                                               
ecosystems.

QFC, TKBB join forces 
to support financial 
sector development 
in Qatar and Turkey 

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

PRESIDENT of Turkmeni-
stan Serdar Berdimuhamedow 
praised the strong relations 
between his country and Qatar, 
noting that the two countries’ 
relations have seen significant 
development within the past 
few years and that all condi-
tions are available for further 
development that corresponds 
with the tremendous potential 
both countries own.

He was addressing a meet-
ing held on Monday at the 
Sheraton Hotel with members 
of the Qatar Chamber (QC) and 
the Qatar Businessmen Asso-
ciation (QBA) in the presence 
of QC First Vice-Chairman of 
Qatar Chamber Mohamed bin 
Twar Al Kuwari, QBA Board 
Member Sheikh Nawaf bin 
Nasser Al Thani and QC Sec-
ond Vice-Chairman Rashid bin 
Hamad Al-Athba, in addition 
to many members from both 
entities.

On the occasion, Berdimu-
hamedow said that Qatar is a 
trusted partner to Turkmeni-
stan, noting that this large 
gathering of Qatari business-
men assured their interest to 
enhance cooperation with their 
Turkmenistan counterparts.

“There are a host of invest-
ment opportunities galore in 
Turkmenistan in many sectors 
including energy, renewable 

energy, urban development, 
industry and agriculture,”                         
he said.

The Turkmenistan presi-
dent called on Qatari business-
men to invest in his country, 
stressing that there are many 
investment opportunities in 
oil and gas pipelines, transport 
networks and textile industries.

Berdimuhamedow also 
pointed out that Qatar has an 
extended expertise in the fi-
nancial system, insurance and 
stock exchanges, stressing the 
importance of developing long-
term partnerships between 
Turkmen and Qatari business-
men, and that his country is 
ready to provide the appropri-
ate legislative conditions to 
achieve this target.

He said that establishment 
of a Qatari-Turkmen joint busi-
nessmen council, affirming the 
important role of the Turkmen-
Qatari Commission which was 
founded in 2011.

“The Commission will con-
vene in Turkmenistan this 
year and will play an essential 
role in enhancing cooperation 
between both countries’ busi-
nessmen,” he said.

For his part, Kuwari praised 
the keenness of the president 
of Turkmenistan to meet with 
Qatari businessmen, stressing 
that this reflected his keenness 
to strengthen cooperation be-
tween both sides.

He said that Qatar and 
Turkmenistan enjoy close re-
lations which is clear through 
the mutual visits at the level 

of leadership, officials and pri-
vate sector representatives, as 
well as the agreements signed 
between both countries in 
varied sectors, noting that de-
spite these close relations and 
the tremendous potential both 
countries own and their attrac-
tive investment climate, their 
trade exchange is still below 
expectations.

He affirmed the role which 
the private sector on both sides 
can perform to develop rela-
tions between both countries 
by establishing new partner-
ships and commercial alliances 
between Qatari companies 
and their counterparts from                    
Turkmenistan.

Kuwari called Qatari and 
Turkmenistan companies to 
enhance their cooperation and 

benefit from the close relations 
between both countries and the 
attractive investment climate 
in all sectors, calling Turk-
menistan companies to invest 
in Qatar which offers advanced 
infrastructure and leading eco-
nomic legislation, especially 
with the presence of logistic 
and free zones which provide 
a host of incentives for foreign 
investors at various sectors in 
light with the great success of 
the state in hosting the 2022 
World Cup and in line with the 
QNV 2030.

He assured of chamber’s 
interest to encourage Qa-
tari businessmen to invest in 
Turkmenistan, noting that it 
is an attractive destination for                      
investments.

On his part, Sheikh Nawaf 

said that the last decade wit-
nessed development in the mu-
tual visits between both coun-
tries officials, noting that this 
embodied the mutual interest 
between both governments to 
bolster cooperation in a num-
ber of fields.

“Qatar and Turkmenistan 
signed 17 agreements and 
MoUs to strengthen coopera-
tion in economic, commercial, 
cultural and sports fields,”                     
he said.

Sheikh Nawaf also pointed 
out that the QBA is interested 
to learning about the invest-
ment opportunities available in 
Turkmenistan and the incen-
tives offered by the government 
so that a joint committee can 
be formed to study investment 
projects in the two countries.

Berdimuhamedow calls on Qatari investors to invest in Turkmenistan

President of Turkmenistan Serdar Berdimuhamedow in a meeting with the members of Qatar Chamber and QBA in Doha on Monday.

The QFC office building in Doha. 

SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

THE QIIB held its Extraordi-
nary General Assembly meet-
ing in Doha on Monday. The 
bank got approval from the 
shareholders for all sugges-
tions in the agenda of the meet-
ing including reviewing the 
board of directors’ recommen-
dation to amend the preamble 
and articles from the article 
of association of the bank that 
contradicts the regulations of 
corporate governance of banks 
issued by Qatar Central Bank 
or to add them in the article of 
association.

The bank got approval to 
amend the board of directors’ 
members to have 11 members 
instead of 9 members.

The bank got approvals for 
the suggestion that one-third 
of the members of the Board 
of Directors must be appointed 
from among the independent 
non-shareholders with a mini-
mum of three members and 
they must have at least univer-
sity degrees and have financial 
or banking experience.

It was also approved that 
the member should have ade-
quate financial solvency to car-
ry out his duties honestly and 
objectively, and he should not 
have been declared bankrupt, 
failed to pay his debts, caused 
losses to financial institutions, 
or previously been dismissed 

by Qatar Central Bank or any 
other supervisory authority, 
and that all membership con-
ditions specified in the instruc-
tions apply to him.

In regards to determining 
the maximum limit for the inde-
pendent member in the mem-
bership of the bank’s board of 
directors with a maximum of 
two membership terms, it was 
approved that with the excep-
tion of the independent mem-
ber and for a maximum of 
two electoral terms, the mem-
ber may be re-elected more                                                   
than once.

In regards to the minimum 
number of members present for 
a quorum for a council meet-
ing, to be six members instead 
of five members, and to amend 
the maximum period between 
the meeting and the meeting 
that follows it in two months, 
it was decided that the meeting 
of the board shall not be valid 
unless attended by at least half 
of the members, provided that 
the number of attendees must 
not be less than six members, 
including the chairman or                              
his deputy.

There shall be six meetings 
to hold in one financial year. It 
is permissible to participate in 
the meeting of the board of di-
rectors by any secure means of 
recognised modern technology 
that enables the participant to 
listen and actively participate 
in the work of the board.

QIIB gets nod to 
amend articles 
on EGM agenda

QIIB board members and other dignitaries at the bank’s extraordinary 
general assembly meeting in Doha on Monday. 

President of Turkmenistan Serdar 
Berdimuhamedow 
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QIB voted the ‘Best Islamic Bank in Qatar’ 
QIB also recognized as the ‘Most Innovative Bank in Qatar’ and the ‘Best Retail Bank in Qatar’ by Islamic Finance News

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Islamic Bank has been 
recognized as the “Best Islamic 
Bank in Qatar” by Islamic Fi-
nance News , the world’s lead-
ing Islamic finance publication 
and news provider. 

The Bank has also received 
two distinguished recognitions, 
as “Most Innovative Bank in 
Qatar” and “Best Retail Bank 
in Qatar” during the IFN award 
ceremony held in Dubai in the 
presence of QIB’s senior man-
agement and the awards were 
received by Mr. Constantinos 
Constantinides, Chief Strategy 
& Digital Officer at QIB.

 QIB achieved the recogni-
tion through record number of 
readers’ votes at the 18th annu-
al edition of IFN’s Best Banks 
Poll; the unique barometer for 
Islamic banking performance 
in 35 countries and one of the 
most prestigious accolades in 
the world of Islamic finance.

Over 38,000 votes were 
cast by IFN readers this year, 
making the IFN Best Banks Poll 
2022 the largest poll in its 18-
year history. The latest edition 
introduced five new categories 
to better illustrate the vibrant 
Islamic banking landscape in 
each domestic market.

 The voting process has also 
been refined, allowing only local 
professionals to vote for banks 
in their respective domestic 
markets, thereby making the 
outcome a more accurate and 
representative reflection of the 
Islamic banking landscape.

QIB continued to show-
case a year of excellence which 
contributed to maintaining its 
longstanding position as the 
largest Islamic bank in Qatar 
thanks to its exceptional ap-
proach to Islamic banking. 
This had led QIB to invest in 
award-winning technologies 
and implement innovation in 
its Shari’a-compliant offerings. 
QIB continued its journey in 
developing and streamlining 
its services and processes, with 
its acceleration of its bank-
wide Digital transformation 
program, which has successful-

ly translated into an increase of 
sales and revenue, a significant 
migration of branch transac-
tions to digital channels, and a 
reduction in costs which helped 
the bank reach the best cost to 
income ratio in MENA.

QIB registered 12.7% of 
profit growth to reach QAR 
4,005 Million for the fiscal year 
2022 as it generated a return 
on equity (ROE) of 17.8%, a re-

turn on assets (ROA) of 2.1%, 
and the lowest efficiency (cost/
income) ratio of 17.4% deliver-
ing to its shareholders the best 
ratios in the Qatari market.

Commenting on receiving 
the award, Mr. Bassel Gamal, 
QIB’s Group CEO said: “We 
are pleased to be voted by the 
IFN readers as the Best Islamic 
Bank in Qatar for the fourth 
year in a row as well as receiv-

ing two additional awards, Best 
Retail Bank in Qatar, and Most 
Innovative Bank in Qatar. 

This recognition is a testa-
ment to our efforts to focus on 
continuously improving and 
digitizing the Islamic banking 
experience we offer our cus-
tomers. We will continue this 
customer-centric approach 
toward developing innovative 
services and features for each 

customer segment and enhanc-
ing our digital products and 
services for an even simpler, 
faster, and always secure bank-
ing experience. These achieve-
ments would not have been 
possible without the dedica-
tion and commitment from our 
team and the support of our 
Board of Directors as well as 
our customers’ trust and loy-
alty. I extend my thanks to all 

the IFN readers who partici-
pated in the poll and reaffirm 
that QIB will continue to revo-
lutionize Islamic banking. As a 
customer-centric bank, we aim 
to provide world class banking 
solutions to meet the personal 
and financial aspirations of our 
customers, and we will con-
tinue enhancing our offering to 
make it easier for them to bank 
with us.”

QIB executives with the bank’s accolades at the Islamic Finance News Awards.

Dr Majid bin Abdullah AlKassabi, the Saudi Minister of Commerce and Chairman of the Board of Directors of the General Authority of Foreign Trade of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and his Turkish counterpart, Dr. Mehmet 
Mus, inaugurating the first Turkish Export Products Trade Fair ‘Turk Expo 2023’

Saudi, Turkish commerce ministers
inaugurate the first Turk Expo 2023

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DR Majid bin Abdullah Al 
Kassabi, the Saudi Minister of 
Commerce and the Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of 
the General Authority of For-
eign Trade of Saudi Arabia, 
and his Turkish counterpart, 
Dr Mehmet Muş, inaugurated 
Sunday evening the first Turk-
ish Export Products Trade Fair 
“Turk Expo 2023” in Riyadh 
with participation of 150 Turk-
ish companies and attendance 
of a large group of visitors.

Commenting on the oc-
casion, Majid AlKassabi said 
that the exhibition industry is 
very important, given the op-
portunities it creates for inves-
tors, enabling them to directly 
learn more about different in-
dustries. The Turkish export 
products trade fair held in Ri-
yadh, he added, strengthens 
commercial relations between 

Saudi Arabia and Turkey by in-
troducing the exhibited prod-
ucts to both investors and im-
porters.

The Saudi Minister thanked 
the organizers of the Expo and 
expressed his wish that there 
would be an annual exhibition 
for Turkish products in Saudi 
Arabia and vice versa, with the 
aim of maximizing trade be-
tween the countries.

Sharing his views on 
the trade fair, Mehmet Muş 
thanked all organizers of the 
Turkish export products trade 
fair and all those who contrib-
uted to its success. He said “At 
the same time, I think the par-
ticipants will sign many bilater-
al agreements – we are certain 
and firm in going ahead to de-
velop our relations even more. 
I thank AlKassabi for his hospi-
tality and valuable contribution 
that enabled the exhibition.” 
Held at Riyadh International 
Convention & Exhibition Cent-

er for three days from 4 p.m. to 
10 p.m., the expo, covering an 
area of 7,000 square meters, 
will focus on export products 
and showcase a wide range of 
industrial technology, beauty 
and cleaning products, as well 
as home and furniture, packag-
ing, fashion/textile, food/agri-
cultural products, building ma-
terials, drugs/medical products 
and electrical and electronics 
industries.

Supported by the Federa-
tion of Saudi Chambers and 
Riyadh Chamber of Commerce, 
the expo offers a great opportu-
nity to connect with other Turk-
ish businesses and manufactur-
ers. It also provides an access to 
the latest industry trends and 
challenges, which enables busi-
nesses to keep pace with the 
latest technological and market 
developments.

Stating that the Turk Expo 
opened its doors to visitors to-
day, Adil Pelister, Coordinator 

Chairman of Istanbul Mineral 
& Metals Exporters’ Associa-
tion and Vice Chairman of Tür-
kiye Exporters Assembly, said: 
“To improve our bilateral trade, 
we are organizing a trade fair in 
Saudi Arabia for the first time 
in which only Turkish brands 
take part. We are pleased to 
bring Turkish brands togeth-
er with their potential Saudi 
partners at the Riyadh Inter-
national Convention and Exhi-
bition Center.” In addition to 
the trade fair, bilateral business 
meetings will also be organized. 
We hope that this step will in-
crease mutual coopoeration for 
more trade volume. Our trade 
volume with Saudi Arabia was 
6.55 billion dollars in 2022. We 
expect to surpass these figures 
this year. We want to increase 
the cooperation between the 
two countries. I wish all exhibi-
tors and visitors every success 
and hope that the fair will be 
fruitful.”
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Aamal Readymix wins QR40 mn Ashghal project
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

AAMAL Company Q.P.S.C.  one 
of the region’s leading diversi-
fied companies, fully-owned 
subsidiary, Aamal Readymix, 
has been awarded a contract by 
the Porr-HBk-Midmac consor-
tium for the Wakra and Wukair 
drainage tunnel project. 

The contract is for the sup-
ply of ready-mixed concrete 
products and will run for 18 
months, with a scheduled start 
date of April 2023.

Mr. Rashid Bin Ali Al Man-
soori, CEO of Aamal Com-
pany Q.P.S.C., commented: 
“It is a pleasure to see Aamal 
Readymix awarded such an 

important contract, one that 
demonstrates the ability of 
Aamal and its subsidiaries to 
meet increasing market de-
mands, particularly in the 

industrial manufacturing 
sector. Aamal Readymix has 
maintained its market-leading 
position for almost three dec-
ades since its creation, provid-

ing the local market with inno-
vative solutions in high quality 
ready-mixed concrete, and will 
continue to benefit from the at-
tractive opportunities arising 
from all the many development 
projects in Qatar.”

Mr. Parveez Aslam, General 
Manager of Aamal Readymix, 
added: “This contract is an-
other milestone in Aamal 
Readymix’s journey at the fore-
front of Qatar’s infrastructure 
development. 

We are committed to al-
ways supplying our clients 
with high-quality ready-mixed 
concrete and are proud to be 
the partner-of-choice for most 
large-scale development pro-
jects.”

War in Ukraine had far-reaching 
impact on energy security: Acuna 

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

STUDENTS and faculty mem-
bers of Texas A&M University 
at Qatar  took part in a session 
examining the current and fu-
ture state of the world’s lique-
fied natural gas  industry. 

Alice Acuna, Senior Vice 
President for Shell’s global 
LNG marketing and trading 
business, presented Shell’s 
LNG Outlook publication for 
2023, which examines key 
trends in the global LNG in-
dustry.

“Qatar is a world-leader in 
LNG production and supply, 
and recent events have shown 
the need to strengthen secu-
rity of this important resource. 
Speaking to the students at 
TAMUQ is an opportunity for 
Shell to share our knowledge 
and insights with the future 
leaders of the energy industry,” 
she said at the event. 

Europe’s increased need 
for LNG looks set to inten-
sify competition with Asia 
for limited new supply avail-
able over the next two years 
and may dominate LNG trade 
over the longer term, accord-
ing to Shell’s LNG Outlook 
2023. 

The report also states that 
European countries, includ-
ing the UK, imported 121 mil-
lion tonnes of LNG in 2022, an 
increase of 60% compared to 
2021, which enabled them to 
withstand a slump in Russian 
pipeline gas imports following 
its invasion of Ukraine. A 15 
million tonne fall in Chinese 
imports combined with re-
duced imports by South Asian 

buyers helped European coun-
tries to secure enough gas and 
avoid shortages. 

Europe’s rapidly rising ap-
petite for LNG pushed prices 
to record highs and generated 
volatility in energy markets 
around the world.

At the global launch of the 
report, Steve Hill, Shell’s Exec-
utive Vice President for Energy 
Marketing, said: “The war in 

Ukraine has had far-reaching 
impacts on energy security 
around the world and caused 
structural shifts in the market 
that are likely to impact the 
global LNG industry over the 
long term. It has also under-
scored the need for a more 
strategic approach – through 
longer-term contracts – to se-
cure reliable supply to avoid 
exposure to price spikes.”

According to the LNG Out-
look 2023, total global trade 
in LNG reached 397 million 
tonnes in 2022. 

Industry forecasts expect 
LNG demand to reach 650 
to over 700 million tonnes a 
year by 2040. More invest-
ment in liquefaction projects 
is required to avoid a supply-
demand gap that is expected to 
emerge by the late 2020s.

The session ended with a 
panel discussion with the pre-
senters, Prof. Patrick Linke, 
the Chemical Engineering Pro-
gram Chair at TAMUQ, and 
Prof. Victor Ugaz, the Head of 
the Artie McFerrin Department 
of Chemical Engineering at 
TAMU in College Station, TX.  

Both professors agreed that 
“Shell’s in-depth analysis of the 
energy industry is greatly ap-
preciated by members of TA-
MUQ. Having the opportunity 
to engage with senior members 
from Shell gives students a bet-
ter understanding of the com-
plexities of the global energy 
system.”

Students and faculty members of Texas A&M University at Qatar  took 
part in a session examining the current and future state of the world’s 
liquefied natural gas  industry. Alice Acuna, Senior Vice President for 
Shell’s global LNG marketing and trading business, presented Shell’s 
LNG Outlook publication for 2023.

Push for carbon free  
hydrogen speedup in US

AGENCIES

A source of renewable and 
storable energy, hydrogen is 
experiencing a breakthrough 
in the United States after years 
of sluggish growth as Biden ad-
ministration climate policies 
spark major investments.

“America came from no-
where and now they’re in the 
lead,” Mark Hutchinson, CEO 
of Fortescue Future Indus-
tries, said of America’s ascent 
in renewable energy in general 
and hydrogen more specifical-
ly, at last week’s CERAWeek 
energy conference in Houston, 
Texas.

U.S. hydrogen production 
already amounts to around ten 
million tons per year, about 10 
percent of world volumes. But 
that output mostly consists 
of so-called “grey” hydrogen, 
which is produced from natural 
gas without capturing carbon 
dioxide emissions.

Thanks especially to the 
2021 infrastructure bill and 
the Inflation Reduction Act 
(IRA), signed into law last 
year, U.S. President Joe Biden 
has pledged to increase pro-
duction capacity for low- and 
zero-carbon emission sources, 
which are known as “blue” and 
“green” hydrogen.

Blue hydrogen is produced 
from natural gas in which the 
carbon dioxide from the manu-
facturing process is captured. 
Green hydrogen is produced 
through renewable sources.

The new U.S. funding pots 
are massive, including $8 bil-

lion dedicated to building a 
network of “clean” hydrogen 
hubs around the country.

The IRA also provides tax 
credits of up to three dollars 
per kilogram of green hydro-
gen, a big share for a fuel that 
normally costs between $4 and 
$5 to produce.

“The IRA has fundamen-
tally changed the economics 
of hydrogen from renewable 
power,” said Catherine Robin-
son, Executive Director, Gas, 
Power and Energy Futures at 
S&P Global Commodity In-
sights. It “allows it to compete 
with other forms of hydrogen.” 
Blue and green types should 
first go to “hard to decarbonize 
sectors”, which are currently 
using most of the US grey hy-
drogen production, said Sunita 
Satyapal, Director for the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s Hy-
drogen and Fuel Cell Technolo-
gies Office.

This includes petroleum 
refining, steel milling and the 
production of ammonia, which 
is used in fertilizers.

Beyond heavy industry, 
others are looking to this 
source of energy for its ability 
to be stored and transported. 
But just how much this will 
happen is a matter of debate.

Energy experts are bullish 
about the use of hydrogen in 
long-haul commercial trans-
portation, where a hydrogen 
tank could be filled in seconds. 
By contrast, a vehicle like the 
Tesla Semi truck needs a half 
hour to recharge its much 
heavier engine.

Third National Defence Course participants visit QatarEnergy HQ
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

PARTICIPANTS in the third National Defence Course, 
organized by the Joaan Bin Jassim Academy for De-
fence Studies of the Qatar Armed Forces, visited the 
headquarters of QatarEnergy for an introduction to its 
pivotal role in supporting the national economy.

The 32 participants were from the armed forces, se-
curity agencies, and senior government and state insti-
tutions officials, representing a select group of civil and 
military leaders.

The participants listened to two briefings by Ahmed 
Saeed Al Amoodi, Executive Vice President - Surface 
Development & Sustainability, in the presence of  Ab-
dulaziz Mohammed Al-Mannai, Executive Vice Presi-
dent – Human Capital.

The topics and points of discussion centered on the 
nature and diversity of QatarEnergy’s business, its vi-
sion, and the role it plays in supporting and developing 
the national economy and in drawing up strategic poli-
cies for its sustainability. Discussions also highlighted 
the unprecedented growth of Qatar’s energy sector, led 
by QatarEnergy, including the upstream and down-
stream sectors, and the various energy products that 
fuel growth and progress around the world.

The Joaan Bin Jassim Academy for Defense Studies 
organizes the National Defense Course to help qualify 
national leadership elements by studying and analyzing 
the basic elements affecting the national security of the 
State of Qatar. Participants of the third National Defence Course visiting headquarters of QatarEnergy.
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TAMUQ hosts 
discussion on key 
trends in LNG sector
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General Assembly of Barwa Real Estate 
approves dividend of QR0.17 per share

Barwa Real Estate is at the forefront of national firms keen to participate in supporting the success of the World Cup, says the chairman

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

BARWA Real Estate Group 
held its Ordinary General As-
sembly meeting on Monday.

During the assembly’s pro-
ceedings, approval was grant-
ed for the Board of Directors’ 
report on the company’s activ-
ity and financial position for 
the fiscal year ending on De-
cember 31, 2022, in addition to 
the company’s future plan for 
the year 2023. 

Furthermore, approval was 
given for the auditor’s report 
on the financial statements for 
the year 2022, and the com-
pany’s compliance with the 
regulations of the Qatar Finan-
cial Markets Authority related 
to the Corporate Governance 
Law, as well as its adherence 
to the internal controls for pre-
paring financial reports for the 
previous year. 

The appointment of audi-
tors for the fiscal year 2023 
and the determination of their 
fees were also approved, along 
with the adoption of the Cor-
porate Governance Report 
and the Sharia Supervisory 
Report for the year 2022, and 
the appointment of a Sharia 
Supervisory Body for the year 
2023. Additionally, the general 
budget of the company and the 
profit or loss account for the 
fiscal year ending on December 
31, 2021, were approved, and 
the members of the Board of 
Directors were absolved of any 
liability, and their remunera-
tion was determined.

The ordinary general as-
sembly also approved the pro-
posal of the Board of Directors 
to distribute cash dividends of 
QR0.17 per share, which rep-
resents (17.5%) of the nominal 
value of the share for the fiscal 
year ending on December 31, 
2022.

KEEPING UP WITH THE  
REQUIREMENTS

During the ordinary gener-
al assembly, Salah bin Ghanim 
Al Ali, Chairman of the Board 
of Directors, reviewed the 
Board’s report, which included 
a comprehensive presentation 
of the company’s activities, 
performance, and financial 
statements for the year 2022, 
as well as its future plans.

Ali stated, “In 2022, Barwa 
Real Estate Group was able to 
implement its business plan, 
which was carefully and me-
ticulously developed to keep 
up with the requirements of 
this exceptional year, which 
witnessed a successful or-
ganization of the international 

tournament, the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. This required 
all of us to put forth our ef-
forts, knowledge, and experi-
ence more than ever before, to 
fulfill our duties in supporting 
the state’s needs to achieve this 
global success. The Group con-
tinues to maintain its leading 
national position in the field of 
real estate development.”

He emphasized that Qa-
tar was able to present an ex-
ceptional and historic football 
event that is a testimony to 
Qatar’s reputation and pro-
vided an unforgettable experi-
ence for everyone, worthy of its 
name and enhancing its posi-
tion on the global sports scene. 

This success was supported 
by the diligent efforts of all 
state bodies, as well as con-
tributions from private sector 
companies and institutions 
since winning the bid to host 
the tournament in 2010. 

In addition, all resources 
were mobilized to build sus-
tainable infrastructure and 
development projects that will 
be a real legacy for future gen-
erations.

He added that the Barwa 
Real Estate Company was 
at the forefront of national 
companies that were keen to 
participate in supporting the 
success of this global event by 
developing integrated real es-
tate projects that provided an 
exceptional residential experi-
ence for the tournament’s visi-
tors and fans, contributing to 
the sustainable growth of the 
group and reflecting the ac-
cumulated experiences of the 
Group in accomplishing many 
achievements and making 
“Barwa Real Estate Company” 
a distinguished synonym for 
the development, operation, 
and management of real estate 
assets.

FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE
Regarding financial perfor-

mance, he said, “The company 
was able to achieve an annual 
growth in its profits for the 
year 2022 by 2.18%, reach-
ing 1.138 billion riyals, com-
pared to 1.113 billion riyals in 
2021. The earnings per share 
reached 0.292 riyals in 2022, 
compared to 0.286 riyals in 
the same period of the previ-
ous year.

“Barwa Real Estate was 
able to achieve a high level of 
operating revenues, reaching a 
value of 1.746 billion riyals in 
rental revenues, in addition to 
achieving revenues from con-
sulting services and other ser-
vices at a value of 336.5 million 
riyals.”

He clarified that one of the 
company’s main goals is to 
develop a balanced real estate 
portfolio that faces the risks of 
market fluctuations, meets its 
needs, supports the country’s 
development plans, and con-
siders the company’s social re-
sponsibility. At the same time, 
this real estate portfolio must 
add value to the company’s 
assets, enhance their returns, 
and contribute to increasing 
sustainable returns for share-
holders.

Regarding the accom-
plishments achieved in 2022, 
the Chairman of the Board of 
Directors stated that: Barwa 
Real Estate has completed the 
development of two projects, 
“Madinetna” and “Argen-
tinian Neighborhood” (for-
merly known as “Barahat Al 
Janoub”), which have reached 
the level of cities within a 
time frame of approximately 
24 months. The development 
operations included all the in-
frastructure works in addition 
to equipping the two projects 
with the latest smart technol-
ogy and the use of modern 
technologies that contribute 
to supporting environmental 
conservation issues, as well as 
supporting local manufactur-
ing in the construction works 
of the two projects. All of this 
is aimed at increasing the 
Group’s contribution to devel-
oping a more sustainable com-
munity, in order to achieve the 
pillars of Qatar’s National Vi-
sion 2030.

He added that these two 
projects have contributed to 
supporting the state’s plans to 
provide accommodation for 
the public and visitors dur-
ing the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. They provided visitors 
and the public with an excep-
tional residential experience.

Furthermore,he said Bar-
wa Real Estate has completed 
the development of eight pub-
lic schools in various parts of 
the country, in preparation for 
their operation at the begin-
ning of the 2022-2023 aca-
demic year, as the first package 
of Qatar Schools project. The 
significance of this project lies 
in its positive contribution to 
the Group’s real estate port-
folio by ensuring project reve-
nues from the state for a period 
of 25 years.

He added that Barwa Real 
Estate has also made sig-
nificant progress in develop-
ing Phase 3 of the Madinat 
Al Mawater project, which 
extends over an area of ap-
proximately 340,000 square 
meters. The Group has com-

pleted all construction works 
for a center dedicated to car 
services, as the first part of this 
phase. The completion rate 
for the second part of Phase 3 
has reached about 67%, and 
construction works for this 
phase will be completed during 
the third quarter of next year, 
2023.

THE OPERATIONAL REAL 
ESTATE PORTFOLIO

His Excellency, the Chair-
man of the Board of Directors 
of Barwa Real Estate stated, 
“With these achievements, the 
company’s operational portfo-
lio has become characterized 
by diversity, which enables it 
to confront any challenges fac-
ing the real estate market. The 
portfolio now includes more 
than 14,000 residential units 
and over 55,000 worker ac-
commodation rooms, while 
the area of commercial shops, 
exhibitions, and offices has 
exceeded 330,000 square me-
ters, and more than 448,000 
square meters for workshops 
and warehouses. The number 
of hotel rooms has reached 232 
rooms.” He also confirmed that 
the average occupancy rate ex-
ceeded 90% in many of Barwa 
Real Estate’s residential pro-
jects during 2022.

FUTURE PLANS
Regarding the future plans 

of Barwa Real Estate Compa-
ny, His Excellency the Chair-
man of the Board of Direc-
tors said, “Since 2023 will be 
an exceptional year, we have 
prepared a clear and carefully 
crafted strategic plan that out-
lines all the broad lines of ac-

tion for us to follow during the 
year 2023. Accordingly, we 
will be working on several axes 
during 2023, which represent 
the fundamental pillars of the 
company’s directions during 
the next phase.”

He explained that these 
axes consist of increasing rev-
enues through leasing new 
real estate projects such as 
“Madinatna” and “Argentin-
ian Neighborhood” as well as 
conducting feasibility studies 
for many of the company’s ex-
isting lands to determine the 
optimal investment goal for 
them, either through sale or 
development for sale or devel-
opment for lease. In addition, 
the company will focus on cost 
optimization, improving the 
brand image, and enhancing 
the efficiency of the institu-
tional system.

Salah bin Ghanim Al Ali, 
Chairman of the Board of Di-
rectors of Barwa Real Estate 
Group, extends his sincere 
thanks, deep appreciation, and 
gratitude for the wise leader-
ship and support of His High-
ness the Amir of the State of 
Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Ham-
ad Al Thani. 

He also expresses his grati-
tude to the company’s share-
holders and employees for 
their continuous support in 
achieving the goals and ob-
jectives that the group seeks, 
serving the achievement of Qa-
tar’s National Vision 2030.

A COMMENDABLE  
ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE

In a related context, Mr. 
Abdullah bin Jabara Al-Ru-
maihi, CEO of Barwa Real Es-
tate Group, stated, “The year 
2022 was an exceptional year 
for the State, as it witnessed 
a remarkable success in host-
ing a historic edition of the 
World Cup that impressed 
leaders and fans around the 
world. Additionally, the Qatari 
economy showed outstanding 
performance during this year, 
crowned with high ratings from 
international institutions.”

Al-Rumaihi added, “The 
benefits achieved by the real 
estate sector from this historic 
event were not limited to 2022 
only. The real estate sector has 
benefited over 12 years from 
the massive spending on major 
projects since Qatar was award-
ed the organization of this 
global event. National compa-
nies working in real estate de-
velopment have spent billions 
of Qatari Riyals on developing 
commercial, residential, tour-
ism, and entertainment real es-
tate projects, which have rever-

berated throughout the Qatari 
economy.

PARTNERSHIP WITH 
THE GOVERNMENT

Al-Rumaihi explained that 
to keep up with these posi-
tive indicators and solidify 
the principle of strategic part-
nership with the government 
of Qatar, Barwa Real Estate 
Group continued its efficient 
and effective business strategy, 
adopting carefully studied ac-
tion plans that map out all the 
ways and methods to monitor 
its projects and business activi-
ties, and the quality of value 
that it will add to the invest-
ment portfolio of the Group, 
in a way that meets the needs 
of the market and stakehold-
ers, while focusing on creating 
long-term value.

He emphasized that to 
achieve this, we have put all our 
knowledge and experience into 
action more than ever before, 
to reach the desired goals and 
objectives of implementing this 
plan, and fulfilling our obliga-
tions in supporting the needs 
of the state to achieve the his-
toric success of the World Cup, 
which enhances Barwa Real 
Estate Group’s role as a leading 
national group in the field of 
real estate development.

NEW CONCEPT OF  
SUSTAINABILITY

Al-Rumaihi stated: 
Through its projects, “ Ma-
dinatna” and “Argentinian 
Neighborhood” Barwa Real Es-
tate has been able to provide 
an exceptional and pioneering 
residential experience for visi-
tors and fans of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, contributing 
to the recognition of our cul-
ture, identity, and hospitality.

The CEO of Barwa Real 
Estate Group added that: the 
year 2022 witnessed the devel-
opment of many projects that 
confirm Barwa Real Estate’s 
approach in exceeding the 
traditional principle of con-
structing real estate buildings 
to develop residential com-
munities that add a new con-
cept of sustainability according 
to the highest standards and 
specifications, in addition to 
completing the development of 
public schools according to the 
timeline of the Qatar School 
Project (Package One). 

He emphasized that 
through these projects, the 
group aims to enhance its com-
mitment to its obligations and 
support its development plans 
to ensure the maximization of 
shareholders’ rights and bal-
ance the group’s asset portfolio.

Barwa Real Estate Group held its Ordinary General Assembly meeting on Monday.

Over 14,000 
residential units
With the completion of 
Madinatna and Argentinian 
Neighbourhood projects, the 
operational portfolio now 
includes more than 14,000 
residential units and over 
55,000 residential rooms for 
workers. CEO of Barwa Real 
Estate Group said the 
achievements of 2022 
reinforce the principle of the 
Group’s strategic partnership 
with the government of Qatar, 
and create added value that 
continues in the long term.



Tharanga, Dilshan share 115-run stand as Asia  
Lions lift LLC Masters Qatar 2023 trophy
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ASIA Lions stole the Legends 
League Cricket (LLC) Masters 
Qatar 2023 show emerging as 
the new champions with open-
ers Upul Tharanga and Tilla-
karatne Dilshan unleashing 
blazing fifties at the Asian Town 
Cricket Stadium on Monday.

World Giants, who had won 
the inaugural international 
edition of the LLC Masters in 
Muscat, Oman, in 2022, were 
beaten by seven wickets as Asia 
Lions chased down the modest 
148-run target with 23 balls to 
spare.

Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Saud 
Al Thani, President, Qatar 
Cricket Association, handed 
over the winners’ trophy to 
Asia Lions captain Shahid Af-
ridi amidst cheers from the 
10,000 strong crowd at the sta-
dium in the presence of Yuvraj 
Khilachand, Co-owner of Leg-
ends League Cricket, Raman 
Raheja, Co-owner and CEO, 
Legends League Cricket, and 
Vivek Khushnani, Chairman, 
Legends League Cricket.

It was also befitting that 
two extraordinary legendary 
former stars Ravi Shastri of In-
dia and Wasim Akram of Paki-
stan, both Apex Council Mem-
bers of LLC Masters, were in 
attendance for the final.

Man of the tournament and 
highest run-getter with three 
fifties Upul Tharanga of Sri 
Lanka, said, “We had a very 
good start and Dilshan was out-
standing too. I think, after play-
ing six games we understood 
the wicket as to how it was be-
having and we adapted well.

“Playing cross-batted on 
this wicket was very difficult, so 
we played straight and we knew 
we needed to make a good start. 
I’m glad to have had these per-
formances against teams with 
international stars after six 
seven years for me,” he added.

Giants’ skipper Shane Wat-
son said their plan of batting 
first didn’t materialize. “Abdur 
Razzaq bowled very nicely on 
that wicket. We didn’t know 
what exactly to expect from the 
pitch, winning toss and bat-
ting first it didn’t pan out as we 
thought it would,” he said.

The Australian was all 
praise for Jacques Kallis as 
well. “Razzaq made it difficult 
for us but Jacques Kallis batted 
beautifully. His last two innings 
in this tournament have been 
incredibly worth watching.

“But I thought 147 was a 
good total, we didn’t start well 
with the ball and obviously 
Tharanga and Dilshan took it 
away from us,” he added.

Winning captain Shahid 
Afridi was delighted with his 
team’s show. “I think Tharanga 
and Dilshan were waiting for 
the final and the way they bat-
ted they did us proud. Razzaq 
bowled very well for us and 
changed the game.

“The tournament was very 
well organized and Inshallah I 
hope to come back next year as 
well,” he said.

Sri Lankan openers Tha-
ranga and Dilshan indeed 
deserved the praise as they 

whipped the World Giants at-
tack putting on 115 runs-open-
ing partnership in 9.6 overs. 

Dilshan cracked 58 off 
42 balls (8x4s) while the left-
handed Tharanga scored 57 off 
28 balls (5x4s, 3x6s). 

Earlier, Asia Lions re-
stricted World Giants to 147 
for 4 despite Jacques Kallis’ 
unbeaten 78 runs off 54 balls 
with five boundaries and three 
sixes. Kallis also had a 92 runs 
partnership in 11.1 overs for the 
fourth wicket with Ross Tay-
lor, who hit 32 off 33 balls with 
three hits to the fence.

World Giants, opting to 
bat, had a disastrous start with 
South African Morne van Wyk 

being cleaned up by Pakistan’s 
Abdur Razzak for nought in the 
third over.

More trouble followed with 
Giants’ Aussie star Shane Wat-
son being trapped leg before 
two balls later by Razzaq. From 
being 2 for 9, Giants further 
slipped to 3 for 19 with opener 
Lendl Simmons being run out 
by a throw from Sohail Tanvir 
for 17 (16 balls; 1x4, 1x6).

It was then that Kallis in 
support from New Zealander 
Ross Taylor rebuild the in-
nings. 

When Afridi too bowled a 
tight tenth over for five runs, 
World Giants could muster only 
49 for 3 at the halfway stage. 

Although Kallis slog-swept 
Afridi for a six in the 12th over, 
runs were still hard to come. 
Taylor and Kallis recorded their 
50-run partnership in 7.3 overs 
when Kallis hit Thisara Perera 
for a boundary to fine leg.

Kallis reached his half-cen-
tury in 41 balls lifting Perera 
for a six to mid-wicket. Perera 
struck with the third ball of the 
17th over to clean bowl Taylor 
for 32. The pair’s 92 runs in 11.1 
overs lifted World Giants to a 
challenging total.

Paul Collingwood, who 
joined Kallis, was retired hurt 
for 6.  Kallis then hit an effort-
less six to mid-wicket off Tan-
vir in the 19th over.  In the last 
over bowled by Udana, Kallis 
hit two consecutive boundaries 
off the second and third deliv-
eries to remain unconquered 
on 78.

Chasing the target, Asia 
Lions cruised smooth. Dilshan 
hit Samit Patel’s second and 
third deliveries for boundaries 
while Tharanga hit the fifth 
ball for a six over long-on. They 
took 16 runs off the first over.  

In the second, Tharanga 

pulled Brett Lee for a bounda-
ry. World Giants then replaced 
the costly Patel with Ricardo 
Powell. Tharanga chopped 
Powell to the third man for a 
boundary. 

Tino Best, who was intro-
duced for the fourth over, was 
also hit by Dilshan through the 
covers for a boundary. The pair 
recorded their 50 runs partner-
ship in 4.5 overs with Tharanga 
hitting Powell for a six.

Tharanga smashed Powell’s 
last ball of the fifth over too 
for a six to long-on.  Dilshan 
greeted Chris Mpofu with two 
consecutive boundaries in the 
sixth over and also scored an-
other off the fourth ball to pile 
up 72 runs from the powerplay.

Hoping to stop the run 
flow, World Giants introduced 
spinner Monty Panesar but too 
was not spared by Dilsan who 
drove him through extra cover 
for another boundary and took 
13 runs off the over. Desperate-
ly looking for a breakthrough, 
Brett Lee was introduced for 
the eighth over. There was no 
impact of the bowling change. 
In fact, Lee was elegantly pulled 

for a boundary by Tharanga. 
In the ninth over, Tharanga 

reached his half-century pull-
ing Best for a boundary. He had 
already hit four boundaries and 
three sixes. The 100-run part-
nership too came in 8.3 overs.

Asia Lions took the game 
totally away from World Giants 
with Dilshan too smashing Best 
for a boundary to mid-wicket 
and reaching his half-century 
in 32 balls with eight bounda-
ries. The 115 runs partnership 
ended when Lee had Tharanga 
clean bowled for 57.

Asia Lions needed only 
33 runs in the last ten overs. 
Dilshan was bowled out by 
Samit Patel for 58 when only 16 
runs were needed for the vic-
tory in 41 balls.  

Mohammad Hafeez and 
Misbah Ul Haq steered their 
team to victory remaining un-
beaten with nine runs each.
Scores: World Giants 147-4 in 
20 overs (Jacques Kallis 78n.o, 
Ross Taylor 32, Abdur Razzak 2 
for 14) lost to Asia Lions 148-3 
in 16.1 overs (Upul Tharanga 
57, Tillakaratne Dilshan 58) by 
7 wkts.

The newly crowned Asian beach handball champions Qatar received a rousing welcome upon their arrival at the Hamad International Airport in Doha on Monday. Qatar regained the Asian Men’s Beach Handball title – their 
sixth overall - after defeating Oman 18-14, 16-12 in the final in Bali, Indonesia, on Sunday. Upon their qualification for the final in Bali, Qatar also booked a berth in the 2024 World Handball Championships.

Asia Lions celebrate with the Legends league Cricket (LLC) Masters Qatar 2023 trophy at the Asian Town Cricket Stadium in Doha on Monday.

Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Saud Al Thani, President, Qatar Cricket Associa-
tion, appluads after presenting the Legends League Cricket (LLC)  
Masters trophy to Asia Lions captain Shahid Afridi at the Asian Town 
International Cricket Stadium in Doha on Monday.

ASIAN CHAMPIONS QATAR MEN’S HANDBALL TEAM ARRIVES HOME TO WARM WELCOME

Player of the tournament Sri Lankan Upul Tharanga of Asia Lions acknowledges the crowd’s cheer on reach-
ing his fifty during the LLC Masters final against World Giants at the Asian Town Cricket Stadium on Monday.



AGENCIES 

FULHAM boss Marco Silva says 
Aleksandar Mitrovic should con-
trol his emotions, but feels the 
striker does not deserve a long 
ban for shoving referee Chris 
Kavanagh at Old Trafford.

Mitrovic, winger Willian and 
Silva were all shown the red card 
in a chaotic couple of minutes 
that turned a dramatic FA Cup 
tie with Manchester United on 
its head.

Fulham were leading 1-0 
when Willian handled Jadon 
Sancho’s goal-bound shot on the 
line with 20 minutes left.

Silva said he was sent off for 
leaving his technical area as the 
referee viewed a replay on the 
pitchside monitor.

However, the Fulham boss 
admitted he did shout at the of-
ficial. “I am not going to lie. I 
didn’t say he was a really nice guy 
and the decision was fair. But he 
didn’t hear me,” Silva said.

Willian was dismissed for 
deliberate handball, prompting 
a furious response from Fulham 
goalscorer Mitrovic, who angrily 
shoved Kavanagh’s arm and had 
to be dragged away from the offi-
cial twice by club staff and team-

mates after he had also been 
shown a red card.

Former Premier League 
striker Chris Sutton, speaking on 
BBC Radio 5 Live, said the player 
should receive a 10-game ban.

“He saw the red mist. That’s 
no excuse. You cannot lay your 
hand on an official,” said Sutton, 
adding that he felt Bruno Fer-
nandes should have received the 
same ban for appearing to push 
an official during United’s 7-0 

defeat by Liverpool.
“In my opinion, it will impact 

further down the chain at grass-
roots level. There will be kids 
watching the game today who 
think, well if Mitrovic can do it, 
so can I.”

In his post-match press con-
ference, Silva was asked whether 
he expected Mitrovic to re-
ceive a lengthy ban, such as the 
11-match punishment Paolo Di 
Canio received for shoving ref-

eree Paul Alcock in 1998.
“I didn’t see in a so, so bad 

way,” said Silva. “He pushed the 
referee and Mitro should control 
his emotions. I saw the image 
and I will speak with him.

“But I hope the people who 
are going to decide do so with 
fairness that the moment de-
serves.” Silva claimed Fulham 
had been denied two penalties 
for fouls on Mitrovic earlier in 
the game.

 He also launched a personal 
attack on Kavanagh, recalling a 
defeat against West Ham in Oc-
tober when he was booked for 
arguing over a goal he did not 
believe should have stood.

“Our story with Chris Ka-
vanagh this season has been 
tough for us,” he said.

“Unfortunately, we have 
been very unlucky with him this 
season. Many moments. It is dif-
ficult to understand some of the 
decisions.

“We had that West Ham 
game away from home. We lost 
the game with two clear handball 
goals and it was Chris Kavanagh 
in that moment. Today, every-
one saw what is happening in 
this game. It is difficult for them 
to not look for these things.” 

Last-gasp Kessie winner 
helps Barcelona beat Real

Rashford, Pope withdraw 
from England squad  

as Forster earns recall

Bayern beaten by two Leverkusen penalties as Dortmund go to top

DPA 
BERLIN

FRANCK Kessie scored a dra-
matic late winner as Barcelona 
took a significant step towards 
LaLiga glory with a 2-1 Clasico 
victory over Real Madrid on 
Sunday.

Blaugrana midfielder Kes-
sie stroked home in the 92nd 
minute at Camp Nou to send 
Xavi’s side 12 points clear of 
Madrid, who thought they 
had won it earlier when Marco 
Asensio saw an 81st-minute 
strike ruled out.

A somewhat comical Ron-
ald Araujo own goal had of-
fered Madrid an early lead 
before Sergi Roberto restored 
parity in the 45th minute.

Kessie’s late intervention, 
placing the ball past Thibaut 
Courtois, arrived after Asen-
sio’s finish was ruled out for 
offside as Barca closed on the 
title with 12 league games left 
to play.

Courtois produced impres-
sive stops to thwart Robert Le-
wandowski and Raphinha but 
Madrid struck first after nine 
minutes.

Araujo inexplicably head-
ed into his own net at the near 
post when attempting to de-
fend Vinicius Junior’s hopeful 
left-wing centre.

Courtois kept a Barca re-
sponse at bay, denying An-
dreas Christensen’s inventive 

flick and a fizzing Raphinha 
drive, although Xavi’s men fi-
nally fought back on the stroke 
of half-time.

A desperate Eder Militao 
block against Raphinha saw 
the ball fall to Sergi Roberto, 
who fired into the bottom-
right corner after a slight 
deflection wrong-footed 

Courtois.
Another deflected effort 

almost undid Madrid again 
after the interval, though Le-
wandowski’s attempt off Ed-
uardo Camavinga whistled 
wide to Courtois’ left.

Asensio thought he had 
snatched victory when turning 
home Dani Carvajal’s right-

wing cross, only for a VAR re-
view to adjudge the substitute 
offside.

More late drama was to 
follow when Kessie coolly fin-
ished into the bottom-right 
corner from Alejandro Balde’s 
low centre as Barca edged 
closer towards a first top-
flight crown since 2019.

DPA 
LONDON 

MARCUS Rashford and Nick 
Pope have withdrawn from 
England’s squad for their Euro 
2024 qualifiers against Italy 
and Ukraine after sustaining 
injuries.

As confirmed by Chelsea 
head coach Graham Potter last 
week, Mason Mount has also 
pulled out through injury.

Keeper Pope reported an 
injury following Newcastle 
United’s 2-1 win at Nottingham 
Forest on Friday, while forward 
Rashford suffered a knock dur-
ing Manchester United’s 3-1 
FA Cup quarter-final victory 
against Fulham on Sunday.

Tottenham’s Fraser Forster 
has been called up to replace 

Pope, though England boss Ga-
reth Southgate has decided not 
to bring in cover for Rashford 
or Mount.

Veteran goalkeeper Forster 
has been getting game-time for 
Tottenham since Hugo Lloris’ 
injury in February.

The 35-year-old has played 
13 times for Spurs this season, 
keeping five clean sheets with a 
save percentage of 68.8.

Losing Rashford will be a 
particular blow for Southgate, 
with the United forward in the 
form of his life having scored 
27 goals in 44 appearances for 
his club this season.

England play Italy at Sta-
dio Diego Armando Maradona 
on March 23 before hosting 
Ukraine at Wembley Stadium 
three days later.

DPA 
BERLIN 

TWO penalties after similar in-
cidents gave Bayer Leverkusen 
a 2-1 win over Bayern Munich 
on Sunday and threw the Bun-
desliga title race wide open, 
with Borussia Dortmund end-
ing the weekend on top.

Dortmund thrashed Co-
logne 6-1 on Saturday to take 
over at the summit but Bayern 
would have gone back to the 
top with a point ahead of the 
top two meeting in Munich in 
their next game on April 1. In-
stead Dortmund, last champi-
ons in 2012, lead by a point.

Joshua Kimmich put Bay-
ern ahead in rainy Leverkusen 
against the run of play in the 
first half. But Exequiel Pala-
cios levelled from the spot on 
55 minutes after a video review 
showed Benjamin Pavard had 
felled Amine Adli - the forward 
had initially been booked for 
diving.

Adli then went down un-
der Dayot Upamecano’s slid-
ing tackle and again was shown 

yellow for simulation. But 
again referee Tobias Stieler 
was called to the monitor and 
reversed his decision, Argenti-
na’s Palacios picking the same 
corner to make it 2-1 on 73.

Bayern captain Thomas 
Müller told DAZN: “I must say 
Leverkusen did very well, they 
were tricky to play against. We 
had lots of balls which we lost 
too quickly.

“Looking at the whole 
game, the defeat is unfortu-
nately deserved. We are not 
where we should be in the Bun-
desliga.” Bayern are gunning 
for their 11th straight Bundes-
liga title and only eight games 
will remain after April’s top-of-
the-table clash, which follows 
the international break.

Union Berlin’s Rani Khedi-
ra earlier fired his side up to 
third after his first goal for the 
club helped secure a 2-0 home 
win over sixth-placed Eintracht 
Frankfurt.

Freiburg went above RB 
Leipzig into the fourth and final 
Champions League spot after a 
1-1 draw at Mainz. Ritsu Doan 

gave Freiburg the lead but Ka-
rim Onisiwo levelled deep into 
stoppage time. Leipzig lost 1-0 
at Bochum on Saturday and 
trail Freiburg by a point.

Leverkusen and Bayern are 
the only two German sides to 

make it through to the quarter-
finals of European competition 
this season and their good re-
cent form prompted an intrigu-
ing contest.

Eighth-placed Leverkus-
en, bossed by former Bayern 

midfielder Xabi Alonso, made 
a good start with a few half 
chances but were soon made to 
pay for their profligacy.

Kimmich struck his fourth 
league goal of the season via a 
deflection on 22 minutes fol-

lowing Leon Goretzka’s cut-
back. It was Bayern’s only shot 
on target in the first half Bay-
ern coach Julian Nagelsmann 
- who shuffled his pack sig-
nificantly against Leverkusen 
- has lamented a “mole” who 
has leaked his tactical plans 
but said he believed it was not 
a player.

Leverkusen looked like 
they had read the plans giv-
en they bettered the visitors 
in almost all statistics and 
turned the game around with 
two strikingly similar penalty  
incidents.

The referee laughed and 
shook hands with Adli after 
having to rescind his second 
yellow card, but the Bayern 
hierarchy in the stands were 
stony-faced in contrast.

Bayern substitute Jamal 
Musiala fired just wide after 
showing off his silky skills at 
1-1 and Bayern had a plethora 
of chances late on from the 
likes of Serge Gnabry and Mat-
thijs de Ligt, but ended up with 
their third loss of the Bundes-
liga cmapaign.
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Fulham boss Marco Silva appeals for 
‘fairness’ in Aleksandar Mitrovic ban

Barcelona’s Ivorian midfielder Franck Kessie celebrates after scoring his team’s second goal during the 
Spanish League match against Real Madrid at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona on Sunday. (AFP)

Manchester United’s English forward Marcus Rashford (right) kicks the 
ball during the UEFA Europa League at the Benito Villamarin stadium in 
Seville recently. (AFP)

Fulham’s Serbian striker Aleksandar Mitrovic (right) is shown a red 
card by English referee Chris Kavanagh (left) during the English FA Cup 
quarter-final match against Manchester United Old Trafford in Manches-
ter, north-west England, on Sunday. (AFP) 

Jokic, Giannis record 
triple-doubles as Nuggets 

find form, Bucks win
DPA 

NEW YORK

NIKOLA Jokic recorded his 
28th triple-double of the sea-
son as the Western Confer-
ence-leading Denver Nuggets 
rediscovered some form with a 
108-102 road victory over the 
Brooklyn Nets on Sunday.

The Nuggets had lost five 
of their past six games, but im-
proved to 48-24 with the tri-
umph, maintaining a sizeable 
buffer at the top of the West 
from the second-placed Sacra-
mento Kings (43-27).

Serbian center Jokic starred 
with 22 points on nine-of-12 
shooting with 17 rebounds and 
10 assists, while Michael Porter 
scored a team-high 28 points 
with five-of-nine three-point at-
tempts.

Jamal Murray added 25 
points, nailing all four of his 
attempts from beyond the arc, 
and he posted 20 of his haul in 
the opening quarter as Denver 
got a fast start to lead 33-21 at 
the first break.

The Nuggets were coasting 
to victory with a 91-71 lead at 
three-quarter time before the 

Nets rallied in the fourth, with 
Porter settling the game with 
one of his five triples.

The defeat dents Brooklyn’s 
aspirations to claim a top-six 
seed in the Eastern Conference, 
falling to 39-32, marginally 
ahead of the seventh-placed 
Miami Heat (39-34).

Mikal Bridges top scored for 
the home side with 23 points on 
eight-of-18 shooting from the 
field, while Nic Claxton chipped 
in 19 points and eight rebounds.

The Milwaukee Bucks 
stormed past the Toronto Rap-
tors 118-111 on a 29-16 fourth-
quarter charge as Giannis Ante-
tokounmpo brought up his 33rd 
career triple-double.

Antetokounmpo finished 
with 22 points on 100 per cent 
shooting from the field with 13 
rebounds and 10 assists, while 
Brook Lopez added a team-high 
26 points with Khris Middleton 
scoring 20.

Lopez scored 17 of his 26 
points in the final period, in-
cluding the first eight of the 
quarter, with the Bucks going 
on a game-changing 15-2 run. 
The NBA-best Bucks are now 
51-20.

Leverkusen’s Argentinian midfielder Exequiel Palacios (right) celebrates after scoring the 2-1 penalty during 
the German first division Bundesliga match against Bayern Munich in Leverkusen on Sunday. (AFP)
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LOS ANGELES 

CARLOS Alcaraz reclaimed the 
world number one ranking af-
ter dominating the in-form Da-
niil Medvedev to lift the Indian 
Wells Open title for the first 
time on Sunday.

Medvedev came into the 
decider with 19 straight ATP 
Tour wins, but Alcaraz made 
light work of the Russian, win-
ning 6-3, 6-2 in 72 minutes.

Alcaraz’s triumph means he 
has three Masters titles from 
three finals, not dropping a 
set in any, while it ensured he 
returns to the rankings’ sum-
mit ahead of 2023 Australian 
Open champion Novak Djoko-
vic, who did not participate at 
Indian Wells.

The 2022 US Open cham-
pion has won two of three 
events since returning after 
three months out with abdomi-
nal and hamstring injuries that 
forced him to miss the Austral-
ian Open.

Alcaraz had labelled Med-
vedev the “best player right 
now” in the lead-up to the 
match, but was on top imme-
diately, opening up a 3-0 lead 
as he hit 10 winners to the Rus-
sian’s two in the first frame.

The Spaniard’s dominance 
continued, winning the first 10 
points of the second set, tak-
ing a 4-0 lead before prevailing 
with his second match point.

Alcaraz finished with 19-4 
edge in the winner count, while 
Medvedev did not manage 
one ace for the match, marking 
the first time that has occurred 

since February 2020 against 
Gilles Simon in Marseille.

Medvedev had won in Rot-
terdam, Doha and Dubai re-
cently and was gunning to be 
the first man to win four titles 
in five weeks since Andy Mur-
ray in 2016, but was completely 
outclassed by the 19-year-old.

Medvedev signs off  
with a smile 
Medvedev joked about a love-
hate relationship with the In-
dian Wells Open court and his 
failure to create an entertain-
ing final after his heavy defeat 
to Alcaraz.

Medvedev’s winning streak 
was halted at 19 matches by 
the sensational Alcaraz, who 
claimed his third Masters 1000 
title in style in just 72 minutes 
to return to the summit of the 
ATP rankings.

Yet despite the trials and 
tribulations, and his humbling 
loss in the final, Medvedev was 
in good spirits.

“I had a pretty toxic rela-
tionship here with the courts, 
a love-hate relationship,” 
Medvedev chuckled. “So I’d 
like to thank the court! “I only 
played on this court. I gave it a 
hard time so it gave me a hard 
time also. Rolled the ankle, 
the thumb... but it gave me the 
chance to finish the tourna-
ment.

“Thanks a lot to this court, 
I’ll definitely be back.

“I really love this tourna-
ment, I’ll be happy to come 
back many more years to come 
and hopefully I can start to love 
this court and Indian Wells to-
gether.” 

Addressing the crowd, 
Medvedev quipped: “Sorry I 

didn’t make this final enter-
taining. I tried, I don’t like to 
lose, but today was unfortu-
nately pretty easy. I hope you 
still enjoyed it.” 

Alcaraz is one of only three 
players to hold a 100% record 
in multiple ATP Masters 1000 
finals, having now won in the 
finals of the Miami Open, In-
dian Wells Open and Madrid 
Open without dropping a set.

“I’d like to congratulate 
Carlos,” said Medvedev. “You 
already have amazing achieve-
ments in your career and I’m 
sure many more to come.

“Today’s one more of them, 
winning Indian Wells. I also 
dream of it - maybe next time 
you’ll give me the chance! 
“Congrats to you and your 
team. You’re probably the most 
respectful player on Tour, you 
probably say hi to 300 people a 
day. I’ve rarely seen it!” Alcaraz 
returned the plaudits, telling 
Medvedev he serves as an in-
spiration to be “better on the 
court and off the court”.

“It has been a really amaz-
ing run here, such an amazing 
experience,” the 19-year-old 
added.

When asked if he had 
played a near perfect match, 
Alcaraz told Amazon Prime: 
“Yes, probably. I played really, 
really well.

“I made no tactical mis-
takes, which is really important 
against Daniil. I would say I 
was perfect in that way.

“I’m really happy with the 
way I played, the trophy and 
of course to be world number 
one.”

Alcaraz, the new world No. 1

Rybakina targets 
consistency before 
numero uno status

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LOS ANGELES

ELENA Rybakina is targeting 
consistency and staying fit over 
becoming world number one, 
for now.

Rybakina defeated world 
number two Aryna Sabalenka 
7-6 (13-11), 6-4 on Sunday to 
clinch the Indian Wells Open 
title.

It brought up a fourth sin-
gles title of her career, her 
maiden WTA 1000 trophy and 
her first success since winning 
Wimbledon last year.

Rybakina overcame Iga 
Swiatek in the last four, mak-
ing her the first player since 
Garbine Muguruza at the 2017 
Western & Southern Open to 
beat the world number one and 
two in the semi-finals and final 
of a single tournament.

The Kazakh will rise to 
world number seven after her 
success in the Californian de-
sert, but when asked if the top 
of the rankings was her next 
target, Rybakina told Amazon 
Prime: “I’ll try but first of all I 
just want to have the consisten-
cy, the most important thing is 
to stay healthy because it’s still 
the beginning of the year.

“If I continue like this I 
have all the chance to be higher 
in the top 10, we’ll see how it’s 
going to go.” She added: “It 
feels amazing. I didn’t expect 
two sets, I thought it would be a 
three-set battle. It wasn’t easy, 
it was a bit windy, I lost the two 
games, I was getting nervous, 
but I managed to sort it out.” 

The two games Rybakina 
referred to came in the second 
set, when she went from 5-2 
up to 5-4 before regaining her 
composure.

Rybakina had also come 
out on top in an almighty tus-
sle in the first-set tie-break, 
with Sabalenka unable to then 
rediscover her best form during 
the second set.

Sunday’s success marked 
Rybakina’s first victory over 
Sabalenka - who she lost to in 
the final of this season’s Aus-
tralian Open - in five attempts.

Though Sabalenka is not 
planning on losing another 
one, as the Belarusian comi-
cally interjected during Ry-
bakina’s post-match on-court 
interview.

“I’ll make sure it was the last 
one,” Sabalenka quipped after 
Rybakina had explained “it was 
the first time it went my way” in 
a meeting with the 24-year-old.

“It’s been always a pleasure 
to play against you and always 
the toughest battle,” Rybakina 
continued.

“Hopefully I’ll be back next 
year to defend this result.” 

Sabalenka was courteous 
in defeat, saying: “First of all 
Elena I want to congratulate 
you and your team on another 
amazing week. Hopefully we’ll 
play in many more finals, hope-
fully next time it’ll go to me!” 
However, she was already fo-
cusing on putting the defeat be-
hind her, with the Miami Open 
next up.

“For me it’s quite easy. I 
think it’s gonna stay in my head 
until tomorrow, and tomorrow 
we are flying to Miami and I 
will forget this one,” she told 
reporters.

“The thing is helping me to 
stay focused and to keep win-
ning is just to focus on myself 
and focus on the game and fo-
cus on things what I have to do 
on court to keep winning.

“This one was tough, espe-
cially in the finals, it’s always 
tough to lose. You’re one step 
to the trophy and you lose it. 
This one is really tough. But 
she’s a great player.” 

The last five WTA titles at 
Indian Wells have now been 
won by players yet to turn 
24, while Rybakina became  
the 25th female player to win 
the title.

AAB Open Chess edition 7 sees record turnout of players
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

ABDULLAH Abdulghani & 
Bros. Co. (AAB), the distributor 
of Toyota and Lexus in Qatar, 
hosted the seventh edition of its 
Chess Open FIDE-Rated Tour-
nament, in collaboration with 
Qatar Chess Association (QCA), 
at the Qatar Chess Association 
Training Centre recently.

This year, the FIDE Rated 
Tournament saw a record turn-
out of chess players in Qatar, 
where a total of 130 participants 
ranging from age 6 years old and 
above, battled for the champion-
ship and special prizes. 

The tournament was played 
in 7-Round Swiss System for-
mat of standard chess over two 
consecutive weekends. The 
tournament results are linked 
for individual rating purposes 
with the World Chess Federa-
tion (FIDE).

The title of the 7th edition 
of the tournament was clinched 
by Gyana Sai Santhosh of In-
dia. The 2nd place went to fel-
low Indian, Pranav Pradeep 
Nair and Sanjid Latheef, also 
from India, took 3rd place. 
Loyola Rolenson of the Philip-
pines got placed at 4th and Eli-
shev Ivan of Russia came in 5th 
place. The winners of the first 

five places received trophies 
and cash prizes.

Furthermore, the “Best Qa-
tari Male” award went to Erfan 
Mohamad Firdaus while the 
“Best Qatari Female” went to 
Kholoud Al Khelaifi. In addition, 
the “Best Qatari U20” went to 
Aljamaat Khaled, the “Best Qa-
tari U16” went to Al Mansouri 
Fahad, and “Best Qatari U12” 
went to Al Janahi Ibrahim. 

QCA President Mohamed 
Al Mudahka and QCA mem-

bers were present at the prize 
giving ceremony. Leading the 
AAB team was Dr. Eiman Al 
Ansari, Government & Public 
Affairs Director.

The AAB Chess Open, Qa-
tar’s first FIDE Rated Open 
Chess Tournament, is a Cor-
porate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) initiative geared towards 
developing the community 
through sports. 

The tournament is organ-
ized every year to maintain 

the enthusiasm and interest of 
chess aficionados in Qatar. It 
provides a platform for both 
rated players to raise their 
world ratings, and for unrated 
players to become rated. Edi-
tion 7 produced 12 newly rated 
players. So far, this tourna-
ment has elevated 77 players 
to achieve international rat-
ings since the first edition was 
played in 2018.

“We at AAB remain com-
mitted to social improvement 

through various sports activi-
ties and our long-time part-
nership with the QCA is a tes-
tament of our corporate social 
responsibility as an organiza-
tion,” said Abdulghani Nasser 
Al Abdulghani, AAB CEO.

AAB Chess Open has be-
come hugely popular across 
Qatar and deemed one of the 
strongest chess tournaments 
in the country with high-rated 
players participating in it. It 
saw great participation from 

the chess community past edi-
tions with a substantial num-
ber of participants who are 
FIDE rated. 

Since its inception in 2018, 
the tournament has changed 
the chess landscape by bring-
ing the FIDE Rated Tourna-
ments to Qatar. It has also cre-
ated meaningful impact on the 
lives of the young chess enthu-
siasts as well as adult players 
who are given the opportunity 
to achieve world rating.

Winners of the 7th edition of AAB Open FIDE-rated Chess Championship. (Right) Qatar Chess Association President Mohamed Al Mudahka awards the prizes.

QATAR MOTORSPORT ACADEMY STUDENTS  
TAKE PART IN UAE ROTAX MAX CHALLENGE

Three Qatar Motorsport Academy (QMA) students, Bader Al Sulaiti 
(Max Class; top), Taha Hassiba (Max Class; bottom right) and Tameem 
Hassiba (Junior Max Class) took part in the UAE Rotax Max Challenge 
Round 7.2 at Al Ain Raceway. Among the young Qatari drivers, Bader Al 
Sulaiti impressed throughout the race weekend, placing himself in the 
10th position in the Qualifying round and then climbing up to seventh 
in the pre-final. However, a crash in the final dragged him to the 18th 
position  while Taha finished 14th, 27.076 secs adrift of the winner  
of the Max Class - Italian Filippo Parmeggiani. Meanwhile, Tamim, 
competing in the Junior Max Class, also showed promise, finishing in 
the 21st position - 18.839 secs behind the race winner.

Elena Rybakina of Kazakhstan poses with the winner’s trophy after defeat-
ing Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus in the women’s singles final of the BNP 
Paribas Open at Indian Wells in California on Sunday. (Getty Images/AFP)

Carlos Alcaraz of Spain with the winners trophy after defeating Daniil 
Medvedev in the final of the BNP Paribas Open in Indian Wells, Califor-
nia, on Sunday. (Getty Images/AFP)
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A celebration of  
culture & cuisines

Nation

The festival offers a one-of-a-kind opportunity to explore new cultures, 
learn new recipes, and appreciate the diversity of Qatar’s community

MERIAM JELLITI 
DOHA

WITH the Qatar International Food Festival 
(QIFF) coming to an end on Tuesday, the 
scene is bittersweet at the venue -- Al Sa’ad 
Plaza in Lusail.

 A gastronomic whirlwind has taken place 
over the past few days, with foodies from all 
over the world flocking to the event to sample 
the latest and best gastronomic innovations. 

However, with only a day left in the fes-
tival, there is a growing sense of urgency 
among attendees to make the most of the 
remaining time. While vendors work hard to 
keep up with demand, visitors flood in for the 
last bite before the event ends.

During the festival, vendors are busy 
showcasing their culinary creations, offering 
everything from traditional dishes to tradi-
tional favorites with a modern twist. 

And as the final day of the festival ap-
proaches, vendors work even harder to keep 
up with the high demand for food.

The lines are longer, the energy is higher, 
and the excitement is evident as visitors rush 
from one stall to another, determined to sa-
vor every last bite of the festival.

For many, the QIFF has been an opportu-
nity to discover new flavours, ingredients and 
cooking techniques that they may not have 
experienced otherwise. It was an opportunity 
to broaden their culinary horizons and con-
nect with other foodies who share their pas-
sion for all things delicious.

QIFF is one such event that combines 
international cuisine with a fun kids’ zone, 
making it an exciting family-friendly festival 

and today is the last day to pay this special 
event a visit where the best of the world’s cui-
sine are gathered in one place.

Another exciting aspect of the festival that 
must be attended before the festival wraps up 
is the live cooking demonstrations. 

Top chefs from around the world have 
come together to showcase their skills and 
teach festival-goers how to create their own 
international dishes at home. This interac-
tive experience is perfect for foodies look-
ing to learn new recipes and cooking tech-
niques.

Undoubtedly, the services being provided 
by vendors at QIFF are an important part of 
the overall experience. Friendly, efficient, 
organised, detail-oriented, and willing to do 
whatever it takes, every single one of them is 
committed to creating a comfortable, memo-
rable, and satisfying atmosphere for everyone 
involved. 

And most guests seemed to agree that all 
the boxes were ticked.

Another important bit of the festival that 
is not to be missed is the daily fireworks dis-
play at QIFF being an integral part of the 
overall experience.

Moments of excitement and surprise 
bring people together and add a layer of en-
tertainment to the celebrations.

With vibrant colours, powerful sounds 
and dramatic performances, the daily fire-
works show excites and entertains audiences 
of all ages. If you’re planning to attend the 
last day of QIFF, keep an eye out for fireworks 
at 8pm. 

What certainly made this 12th edition of 
the festival the best and most memorable is 

the fact that is taking place for the first time 
at Al Sa’ad Plaza in Lusail, an iconic new des-
tination in Qatar.

In addition to the range of cuisines, visi-
tors can enjoy unique dining concepts, such 
as the renowned Le Petit Chef and daily cook-
ing theatre with award-winning chefs.

Furthermore, the QIFF 2023 introduces a 
dedicated area for vegan and healthy foods, 
catering to a demand for healthier food op-
tions. The addition of this area will showcase 
innovative and delicious plant-based and 
health food options that cater to different di-
etary needs and preferences.

This year’s festival is more than just 
food and entertainment. It is also about cel-
ebrating diversity and promoting cultural 

exchange. The festival brings together people 
from all walks of life and encourages them to 
explore new cultures and traditions through 
food. It’s a great opportunity for families to 
learn about different parts of the world and 
appreciate the richness and diversity of our 
global community.  

The Qatar International Food Festival is 
an exciting event with something for every-
one. It’s a great family outing that combines 
international cuisine with fun and engaging 
activities for kids. The festival offers a one-of-
a-kind opportunity to explore new cultures, 
learn new recipes, and appreciate the diver-
sity of Qatar’s community, and it is safe to say 
that QIFF is not to be missed and is undoubt-
edly an incredible culinary adventure.
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The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani held an official talks session with President of Turkmenistan Serdar Berdimuhamedow in Doha on Monday. They discussed bilateral relations and the means 
to enhance them in all fields, particularly in education, economy, investment, commerce, energy, sports, and social affairs, in addition to exchanging views on the most prominent regional and international issues. HH 
the Amir and president of Turkmenistan also witnessed the signing of several agreements and memorandums of understanding (MoUs) between the governments of the two countries. HH the Amir held a luncheon 
banquet in honour of the Turkmenistan president and his accompanying delegation.  (QNA)

AMIR, TURKMENISTAN’S PRESIDENT HOLD TALKS, WITNESS PACT SIGNING

Amir, Berdimuhamedow 
hold bilateral discussions

Continued from page 1

ON the Turkmen side, it was 
attended by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of For-
eign Affairs Rashid Meredov, 
Deputy Prime Minister in 
charge of Commerce Affairs 
and Private Sector Services 
Batyr Atdaev, Deputy Prime 
Minister in charge of Oil and 
Gas Affairs Ashyrguly Begli-
yev, Deputy Prime Minister 
for Economic, Banking and 
International Financial Or-
ganisations Hojamyrat Geldi-
myradov, Attorney General 
Serdar Myalikgulyev, Minis-
ter of Education Gurbangul 
Atayeva, Minister of Finance 

and Economy Serdar Jor-
ayew, Minister of Labor and 
Social Protection Muham-
medseyit Silapow, and a num-
ber of members of the official 
delegation.

HH the Amir and the 
Turkmenistan president also 
held a bilateral meeting where 
they discussed a host of sub-
jects of joint interest.

HH the Amir held a lunch-
eon banquet in honour of 
President of Turkmenistan 
Serdar Berdimuhamedow and 
the accompanying delegation.

Earlier, upon arrival at the 
Amiri Diwan, the Turkmeni-
stan president was accorded 
an official reception.

Turkmenistan’s embassy opens in Doha

Turkmenistan’s embassy to the state was inaugurated yesterday in Doha. Cutting the ribbon to announce the opening of the embassy were 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Rashid Meredov and Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs HE Dr Ahmed 
bin Hassan Al Hammadi.  (QNA)

Qatar Museums launches Spring Internship Programme
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR Museums (QM) has 
announced the launch of its 
Spring Internship Programme, 
an ongoing initiative that of-
fers internship opportunities 
for university students, recent 
graduates and talented commu-
nity members. The programme 

aims to enhance participants’ 
career skills and increase em-
ployment prospects by aligning 
their skills with organisational 
and market needs.

Through the programme, in-
terns will gain practical working 
experience and explore various 
career paths in the cultural sec-
tor while enhancing skills such 
as self-discipline, time manage-

ment, and cross-cultural com-
petencies. The internship pro-
gramme also offers networking 
opportunities and the chance to 
build connections with profes-
sionals in the industry.

“The Qatar Museums Spring 
Internship Programme is an 
exceptional opportunity for 
university students and fresh 
graduates to gain relevant ex-

perience in the cultural sector,” 
said Jabor Mohamed A J Al Nu-
aimi, A/Director of Human Cap-
ital Department and Director of 
Procurement Department. “We 
encourage eligible candidates to 
apply before the deadline on 6 
April 2023.”

Throughout the pro-
gramme interns will be in-
troduced to the world of arts 

and culture, while working 
on numerous projects and as-
signments with set deadlines 
and receiving regular support 
from mentors, members of the 
management team via remote 
and regular working systems, 
group emails and calls. The 
programme is flexible, allowing 
interns to work in a regular or 
blended setting, depending on 

operational requirements. 
The internship programme 

will run for periods of 1-6 
months. University students, 
fresh graduates and members 
of the community who are 18 
years of age and older can ap-
ply through the Qatar Museums 
website at https://qm.org.qa/
en/about-us/careers-and-op-
portunities/internships/.

Turkmenistan president visits 
National Museum of Qatar

PRESIDENT of Turkmenistan 
Serdar Berdimuhamedow and 
his accompanying delegation 
visited the National Museum 
of Qatar on Monday.

During the tour of the 
museum, the president was 
accompanied by Minister of 
Municipality HE Abdullah bin 
Abdulaziz bin Turki Al Subaie, 
where HE Sheikh Abdulaziz 
bin Hamad Al Thani, head 
of Partnerships and Spon-
sorships at Qatar Museums, 
provided additional demon-
strations on the precious col-
lections that the National Mu-
seum of Qatar contains.

They also toured various 
galleries that include the be-
ginnings of the geological de-
velopment of the Qatar Penin-
sula, its natural environments, 
monuments and rock inscrip-

tions in archaeological sites, 
the lives of the people of Qatar 
on land and coasts, and the 
digital exhibition.

The Turkmenistan presi-
dent was also briefed on the 
most prominent pieces and 

collections related to pearls 
and jewellery designs, in addi-
tion to the galleries of modern 
Qatar history since the discov-
ery of oil and gas, as well as 
visiting the Majlis exhibition: 
A Meeting Place.  (QNA)

Turkmenistan president
tours Qatar Foundation
PRESIDENT of Turkmenistan 
Serdar Berdimuhamedow visit-
ed the headquarters of the Qatar 
Foundation for Education, Sci-
ence and Community Develop-
ment on Monday.

The president and his ac-
companying delegation listened 
to a presentation on the objec-
tives, activities and work mecha-
nism of the Foundation.

During the visit, a summary 
presentation was displayed, 
showing the history of Qatar 
Foundation, highlighting its 
general mission and showcas-
ing its achievements and ac-
complished goals, as well as its 
educational, developmental and 
social role. The Turkmenistan 
president and his accompanying 
delegation also watched a docu-
mentary on the most prominent 

achievements of the Foundation 
in a number of fields related to 

education, research and devel-
opment. (QNA)


