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IN the attendance of H.E. the 
President of Qatar Olympic 
Committee, Sheikh Joaan bin 
Hamad Al Thani, the Qatar 
Olympic Committee (QOC) 
launched its new strategy for 
the 2023-2030 sports term 
under the slogan - Vision, His-
tory & Achievement - at Marsa 
Malaz Kempinski hotel Doha 
on Sunday.

Sunday’s launch ceremony 
was also attended by the QOC 
First Vice-President HE Mo-
hamed bin Yousef Al Mana, the 
QOC Second Vice-President 
H.E. Dr. Thani bin Abdulrah-
man Al Kuwari, the QOC Sec-
retary-General H.E. Jassim bin 
Rashid Al Buenain, and Presi-
dents of National Sport Federa-
tions and Clubs in Qatar.

The Qatar Olympic Com-
mittee has launched the prom-
ising strategy 2023-2030 with 
a purpose of achieving three 
key objectives: Ensuring  Sport 
Excellence, boosting Olympic 
Culture and Enhancing Sport 
Sustainable Development.

In an effort to make these  
objectives  more  applicable, the 
QOC will keep encouraging all 
categories  of society to be at the 
heart of  the Olympic movement,  
support  them  to exercise  sports 
and  adopt a healthy lifestyle day 
in day out. The QOC will push 
forward this approach to build 
up a number of elite Qatari sport 
teams with purpose of  ensuring  
that Qatar supremacy is made in 
all sport fields, including train-
ing, administration and other 
technical aspects.

The QOC  will keep hosting 
the major sport tournaments 
with purpose of enhancing the  
sport tourism, national econ-
omy and  bettering the invest-
ment in the  sport legacy that 
being gained  from the major 
tournaments that the country 
hosted over the recent period.

QOC’s top  priority in this 
strategy is to prepare  better 
national teams and promising 
age groups  teams , that with 

purpose of building  an stra-
tegic frame, setting up plans 
that could  help improving 
athletes  performance, taking 
care of them,  providing their 
needs,  following their health, 
career and education. In the 
top of that, this strategy  will  
be assessing  the athletes per-
formance to ensure  that their  
periodical goals and key results 
are met.

The QOC  gives  a profound 
concern to women sport in Qa-
tar. It provides women equal 
chance with men  to be an inte-
gral part of the sport activities 
and participate in major tourna-
ments. Most notably, the QOC’s 
efforts to increase Qatari women 
participation in different sports  
were paid off over the recent 

years, that after they partici-
pated in the last three Olympics, 
London 2012,  Rio De Janeiro 
2016 and Tokyo 2020.

Since its foundation on 
March 14, 1979, the QOC has 
played an important role in 
raising sports awareness in na-
tion and developing Olympic 
movement in accordance with 
principles of Olympic Char-
ter and as a result, the Qatari 
sports movement has reached 
new heights over the last 43 
years and achieved a huge 
number of achievements in-
cluding the gold medal of Qa-
tar’s Mutaz Barshim at 2022 
World Athletics Champion-
ships to become the first ath-
lete to win three straight men’s 
high jump gold medals. More-

over, Qatar’s Fares Ibrahim 
clinched one gold medal and 
one silver medal at 2022 World 
Weightlifting Championships.

Qatar also made history 
at the Tokyo 2020 Summer 
Olympics winning two gold 
medals and a bronze medal.

Qatar’s achievements were 
not limited to sports side, but 
the Qatari sports officials were 
elected to assume leading posi-
tions at international sports in-
stitutions as the QOC President 
H.E. Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad 
Al Thani was elected as the As-
sociation of National Olympic 
Committees (ANOC) Senior 
Vice President at the XXVI 
ANOC General Assembly 2022 
held in Seoul last October.

Moreover, the QOC Presi-

dent H.E. Sheikh Joaan bin 
Hamad Al Thani, Qatar Foun-
dation (QF) Vice-Chairperson 
and CEO H.E. Sheikha Hind 
bint Hamad Al Thani and QOC 
Secretary-General H.E. Jassim 
Rashid Al Buenain have been 
appointed to key roles on IOC 
Commissions.

H.E. Sheikh Joaan bin 
Hamad Al Thani, H.E. Sheikha 
Hind bint Hamad Al Thani and 
H.E. Jassim Rashid Al Buenain 
were appointed to the IOC’s 
Olympism 365 Commission, 
Olympic Education Commis-
sion and Olympic Programme 
Commission respectively.

The QOC also hosted the 
training camp of the Refugee 
Olympic Team ahead of their 
participation in Tokyo 2020 

Olympic Games, held from July 
23 to August 08, 2021. The QOC 
also hosted a number of meet-
ings between the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC), the 
Olympic Council of Asia (OCA), 
and representatives of the Af-
ghanistan National Olympic 
Committee and the General Di-
rectorate of physical Education 
and Sport of Afghanistan.

In recognition of its 
achievements, the QOC was 
bestowed the National Olym-
pic Committees’ (NOC) Break-
through Award by the Asso-
ciation of National Olympic 
Committees (ANOC).

The QOC President H.E. 
Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al 
Thani received the award at the 
ANOC Awards 2021 held on 
the sidelines of the ANOC Gen-
eral Assembly in Crete, Greece.

During the ceremony, the 
QOC honoured distinguished 
employees and graduates of 
different training programmes.

In the presence of H.E. the President of Qatar Olympic Committee Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, the Qatar Olympic Committee (QOC) launched its new strategy for the 2023-2030 sports 
term under the slogan - Vision, History & Achievement - at Marsa Malaz Kempinski hotel Doha on Sunday. QOC First Vice-President HE Mohamed bin Yousef Al Mana, QOC Second Vice-Presi-
dent H.E. Dr. Thani bin Abdulrahman Al Kuwari, QOC Secretary-General H.E. Jassim bin Rashid Al Buenain, and Presidents of National Sport Federations and Clubs in Qatar were also present.

Perez wins Saudi Grand Prix in Red 
Bull 1-2 as Verstappen fights to 2nd

DPA
RIYADH

SERGIO Perez won the Saudi 
Arabian Formula One Grand 
Prix from pole and world cham-
pion Max Verstappen fought 
from 15th on the grid to second 
to give dominant Red Bull a 
second one-two finish from as 
many season races on Sunday.

Perez was briefly passed 
early on by Aston Martin’s Fer-
nando Alonso but never looked 
back en route to a fifth career 
win when he took the lead in 
lap four to triumph ahead of 
Verstappen and Mercedes driv-
er George Russell.

Alonso originally finished 
third but received a post-race 
10-second penalty for incor-
rectly serving a five-second 
penalty for a wrong starting po-
sition, dropping him to fourth.

Verstappen had moved 
into second by the halfway 
mark of the 50-lap race on the 
6.174-kilometres Jeddah Cor-
niche Course on the banks of 
the Red Sea but never managed 
to hunt down Perez.

But there were a nervy few 
final laps for Verstappen af-
ter he reported “something 
wrong” with the driveshaft, the 
part of the car that had an issue 
in qualifying which forced the 
Dutchman to start from 15th.

He was however able to 
complete the race as the impe-
rious Red Bulls dominated the 
action but in reverse order to 
the Bahrain finish.

Verstappen remained top 
in the standings, thanks to 
the extra point he snatched 
through the fastest race lap in 
the last lap.

“It turned our to be tougher 

than expected, with the safety 
car,” Perez said.

“The team did a fantastic 
job - they’ve worked so hard 
during the weekend, there’s 
been a lot of mechanical issues. 
The important thing is we have 
the fastest car, so I’m pleased 
with that.” 

Verstappen, who had ar-
rived late in Jeddah owing to 
a stomach bug, said: “It was 
a very good recovery so I am 
happy with that.

“It wasn’t very easy to get 
through he field. Through the 
first sector, trying to follow at the 
beginning of the race was very 
difficult, a lot of sliding around. 
But once I cleared them one by 
one, I got into a good rhythm 
and of course very happy to be 
here on the podium.” 

Verstappen’s start from 
15th and Ferrari’s Charles 
Leclerc from 12th owing to a 
10-place grid penalty added 

spice to the race.
Alonso won the start from 

Perez in a frantic run into the 
first chicane but his joy was 
short-lived as stewards im-
posed a five-second penalty 
on the veteran for “an incor-
rect starting location” and he 
was then passed for the lead by 
Perez in lap four.

Verstappen rose rapidly 
through the field, passing 
seven-time champion Lewis 
Hamilton unchallenged in the 
process, and the safety car 
then also helped him, deployed 
briefly when Lance Stroll had 
stopped his Aston Martin off 
the track after being told his 
race was over with an issue.

The safety car brought Ver-
stappen closer to the top and he 
wasted no time after the restart 
to roar past Mercedes’ Russell 
and Alonso into second by the 
halfway mark, five seconds be-
hind Perez.

But the two-time cham-
pion was not able to draw sig-
nificantly closer to Perez, who 
matched his pace up front.

Verstappen then reported 
the driveshaft issue with 12 
laps left, only to be reassured 
by the team, and in the end got 
the consolation of keeping the 
championship lead with the 
fastest lap at the death.

Alonso’s mishap cost him 
a 100th career podium and 
Hamilton came fifth, followed 
by the Ferraris of Carlos Sainz 
and Leclerc, Alpine duo Es-
teban Ocon and Pierre Gasly, 
with Haas driver Kevin Mag-
nussen completing the top 10.

The Qatar Olympic Committee has launched the promising strategy 2023-2030 under the slogan – 
Vision, History & Achievement – with a purpose of achieving three key objectives: Ensuring Sport 

Excellence, boosting Olympic Culture and Enhancing Sport Sustainable Development.

Red Bull Racing’s Mexican driver Sergio Perez celebrates with the tro-
phy on the podium after winning the Saudi Arabia Formula One Grand 
Prix at the Jeddah Corniche Circuit in Jeddah on Sunday. (AFP)

Red Bull Racing’s Mexican driver Sergio Perez celebrates soon after winning the Saudi Arabia Formula One 
Grand Prix at the Jeddah Corniche Circuit in Jeddah on Sunday. (AFP)

1. Sergio Perez  RED BULL RACING HONDA RBPT  1:21:14.894
2. Max Verstappen  RED BULL RACING HONDA RBPT  +5.355s
3. George Russell  MERCEDES  +25.866s
4. Fernando Alonso  ASTON MARTIN ARAMCO MERCEDES  +30.728s
5. Lewis Hamilton  MERCEDES  +31.065s
6. Carlos Sainz  FERRARI  +35.876s
7. Charles Leclerc  FERRARI  +43.162s
8. Esteban Ocon  ALPINE RENAULT  +52.832s
9. Pierre Gasly  ALPINE RENAULT  +54.747s
10. Kevin Magnussen  HAAS FERRARI  +64.826s
11. Yuki Tsunoda  ALPHATAURI HONDA RBPT  +67.494s
12. Nico Hulkenberg  HAAS FERRARI  +70.588s
13. Zhou Guanyu  ALFA ROMEO FERRARI  +76.060s
14. Nyck De Vries  ALPHATAURI HONDA RBPT  +77.478s
15. Oscar Piastri  MCLAREN MERCEDES  +85.021s
16. Logan Sargeant  WILLIAMS MERCEDES  +86.293s
17. Lando Norris  MCLAREN MERCEDES  +86.445s
18. Valtteri Bottas  ALFA ROMEO FERRARI  +1 lap

Saudi Arabia F1 Grand Prix Results



AGENCIES 

ARSENAL moved eight points 
clear at the top of the Premier 
League thanks to a routine 
home victory over managerless 
Crystal Palace.

The Gunners, aiming to 
become champions for the 
first time since 2003-04, went 
ahead at Emirates Stadium 
through Gabriel Martinelli’s 
left-footed strike - his sixth goal 
in six league matches.

Bukayo Saka doubled the 
lead when he collected Ben 
White’s pass and curled an ef-
fort past 19-year-old goalkeeper 
Joe Whitworth.

Granit Xhaka made it 3-0 
with a first-time finish from 
Leandro Trossard’s assist, be-
fore Jeffrey Schlupp pulled one 
back from close range following 
a corner for Palace’s first goal in 
five matches.

But the excellent Saka re-
stored Arsenal’s three-goal 
advantage with a guided finish 
from Kiernan Tierney’s pull-
back to seal the victory.

Arsenal have 69 points from 
28 matches, with second-placed 
Manchester City, who beat Burn-
ley 6-0 in the FA Cup quarter-
finals on Saturday, on 61 points 
having played a game less.

Palace sacked manager Pat-
rick Vieira on Friday and have 
now not won in 13 games in all 
competitions and are only three 
points above the relegation 
zone.

For Arsenal manager Mikel 
Arteta, this was a perfect re-
sponse after his side lost on 
penalties to Sporting Lisbon in 
the last 16 of the Europa League 
on Thursday.

Once Martinelli put them 
ahead with his 13th goal of the 
season, there only looked to be 
one winner, with Palace power-
less to stop Arsenal.

Saka’s goal, confirmed by 

the video assistant referee fol-
lowing a check for offside, 
made it 2-0, with Xhaka adding 
a third in the 55th minute.

Crystal Palace’s 19-year-old 
goalkeeper Joe Whitworth was 
playing for only the second time 
in the Premier League Palace 
got a goal back, but it was no 
surprise that Saka soon scored 
again to take his total to 13 for 
the campaign.

Arteta will also be de-
lighted with the character his 
team have shown as they have 
bounced back from setbacks.

This victory was their sixth 
in a row in the league since a 3-1 
home loss to City threatened to 
derail their title hopes.

But they have recovered in 
style and go into the interna-
tional break in pole position.

This was Palace’s first 
match since sacking ex-Arsenal 
captain Vieira, a move former 
Gunners defender Martin Ke-
own called a “panicked de-
cision”, with the home fans 
regularly singing Vieira’s name 
throughout Sunday’s game.

The Frenchman had been 
manager since July 2021 after 
Roy Hodgson’s departure and 
had won 22 of 74 games in all 
competitions. Palace last won 
on 31 December with a 2-0 vic-
tory at Bournemouth before a 
run of no wins, five draws and 
seven defeats saw Vieira sacked.

Hodgson, 75, has been 
tipped for a temporary return, 
while under-21s boss Paddy 
McCarthy took charge of the 
team on Sunday.

McCarthy suffered a blow 
before the match when cen-
tral defender Joachim An-
dersen sustained an injury in 
the warm-up and had to be re-
placed by James Tomkins.

Wilfried Zaha hit the post 
in the 10th minute and had a 
shot saved by Aaron Ramsdale 
early in the second half, before 
Schlupp’s consolation as Palace 
slipped to their fourth succes-
sive league defeat.
Premier League Result
Arsenal 4 Crystal Palace 1.

Saka stars as Gunners cruise 
past Palace to go eight clear

Arsenal’s English midfielder Bukayo Saka (left) runs with the ball as teammate Ben White (right) keeps pace 
with him behind during the English Premier League match against Crystal Palace at the Emirates Stadium in 
London on Sunday. (AFP)

Kroos does not feel sorry for Real 
Madrid’s forgotten man Hazard

Last-gasp Doyle stunner sends 
Sheffield Utd into FA Cup semis

Guardiola believes free-scoring Man City are peaking at right time

DPA 
MADRID 

TONI Kroos does not “pity” 
out-of-favour Real Madrid 
team-mate Eden Hazard, stat-
ing: “I don’t feel sorry for any-
one in football.” Hazard’s Ma-
drid career has been blighted 
by injuries, and the former 
Chelsea man has only started 
one game in LaLiga this season.

The 32-year-old, who has 
only played 98 minutes in the 
Spanish top flight all cam-
paign, revealed earlier this 
week that he and Madrid boss 
Carlo Ancelotti “don’t talk to 
each other.” 

While Hazard is keen to see 
out the remainder of the five-
year contract he signed when 
joining Madrid in 2019, the 
chances of him forcing his way 
into Los Blancos’ plans appear 
remote. But Kroos has little 
sympathy.

“Compassion is out of place 
in football. I don’t think Eden 
has a bad life,” he told Belgian 
broadcaster Eleven Sports.

“You can sympathize with 

people who are having a clearly 
worse time.

It’s not about money, I just 
don’t feel sorry for anyone in 
football.

“Of course, the situation 
has been difficult for a long 
time, but after all, everyone is 

responsible for their own situa-
tion to some extent.

“That’s why I think pity is 
misplaced. I know Eden very 
well, we talk often, but I only 
sympathize with people who 
are in very bad situations and 
Eden is not one of them.”

DPA 
SHEFFIELD, ENGLAND

TOMMY Doyle sent Sheffield 
United to an FA Cup semi-final 
at Wembley with a stunning 
stoppage-time winner against 
Blackburn but will miss the 
chance of emulating his grand-
fathers.

The Manchester City loanee 
has watched video footage of 
his paternal grandfather Mike 
Doyle and maternal grandfa-
ther Glyn Pardoe playing at the 
national stadium for his parent 
club in the late 1960s and 1970s 
and he looked set to follow in 
their footsteps after his thunder-
bolt earned a dramatic 3-2 quar-
ter-final win at Bramall Lane.

But the draw was not kind as 
the Blades were drawn against 
City in the semi-final, meaning 
he is ineligible to play as part of 
the loan rules.

His strike completed a late 
turnaround as United were 
heading out, trailing to goals 
from Ben Brereton Diaz and 
Sam Szmodics, which came ei-
ther side of Sam Gallagher’s own 
goal, until the final 10 minutes.

Oli McBurnie got the Blades 
level in the 81st minute before 
Doyle’s heroics booked a first 
FA Cup semi-final spot for the 
Blades since 2014.

Meanwhile, Evan Ferguson 
scored a brace as Brighton end-
ed Grimsby’s fairy-tale FA Cup 
run at the quarter-final stage 
with a decisive 5-0 victory over 
the fourth tier’s 15th-placed side 
at the Amex Stadium.

Deniz Undav scored inside 

six minutes and 18-year-old 
Ferguson had a standout after-
noon, hitting two before Solly 
March nodded in the fourth 
and Kaoru Mitoma sealed the 
Mariners’ fate.

Town were just the fifth 
team from the fourth tier in 
competition history to reach this 
stage and were hoping to ac-
complish what none had done 
before by beating their Premier 
League opponents.

DPA 
LONDON 

PEP Guardiola feels his Man-
chester City side are hitting 
their stride as they approach 
the business end of the season.

The champions have fallen 
below their usual high levels 
of consistency this term but 
have found form over the past 
month and are firmly in con-
tention in three competitions 
heading into the international 
break.

City thrashed runaway 
Championship leaders Burnley 
6-0 on Saturday to power into 
the FA Cup quarter-finals.

That came four days after 
a 7-0 demolition of RB Leip-
zig that eased them into the 
last eight of the Champions 
League, while they remain the 

closest challengers to Arsenal 
in the Premier League.

City have won their last 
six matches in all competi-
tions and are unbeaten in 10 
stretching back to the first 
week of February.

“We are in a good mo-
ment,” said Guardiola. 
“Against Newcastle we were 
good to handle an incredible 
opponent, then after, Leipzig 
and Crystal Palace, always we 
suffer.

“But we scored a lot of 
goals and conceded few 
chances and were stable with 
everyone making contribu-
tions.

“We defended well, we are 
a threat in the set-pieces like 
never before. In the last six 
or seven years I never had the 
feeling we could score in every 

corner or free-kick.
“Now we stop and go to 

the national teams and then 
after we have the Reds (Liver-

pool). We have time to think 
about it, but now we know 
Arsenal are going to drop few 
points so we will have to win 
almost all the games.

“The rivals for the Cham-
pions League, a historical 
team, it is an honour to play 
against Bayern (Munich) and 
the (FA Cup) semi-final at 
Wembley again is an incred-
ible honour.

“At this stage, to still be 
alive in three competitions is 

so nice, so good.” City showed 
their revered former captain 
Vincent Kompany no mercy 
on the field as they ruthlessly 
dismantled his Burnley team 
at the Etihad Stadium.

Erling Haaland led the 
way with yet another hat-
trick, his sixth of the cam-
paign, taking his overall goal 
tally for the club to a stagger-
ing 42 in 37 appearances.

Julian Alvarez weighed in 
with a double and youngster 
Cole Palmer also got on the 
scoresheet after coming off 
the bench.

“I have the feeling the 
players now know we cannot 
lose, otherwise it will be over,” 
said Guardiola.

“When you have this ur-
gency we can mount our best. 
That is the reality.”
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Liverpool’s Egyptian forward Mohamed Salah (left) vies with Real Ma-
drid’s German midfielder Toni Kroos during the UEFA Champions League 
last 16 second leg match in Madrid recently. (AFP)

Man City’s Norwegian striker Erling Haaland (left) shakes hands with 
Man City’s Spanish manager Pep Guardiola in Manchester recently. (AFP)

Rennes stun PSG as 
pressure grows on 

coach Galtier
DPA 
PARIS 

PARIS Saint-Germain 
slumped to a dismal 2-0 de-
feat against Rennes in Ligue 
1, with Karl Toko Ekambi and 
Arnaud Kalimuendo netting 
to amplify the pressure on 
Christophe Galtier.

PSG were booed off at 
half-time by the Parc des 
Princes crowd after Toko 
Ekambi broke in behind to 
hand Rennes a surprise lead, 
following a series of misses 
from Kylian Mbappe.

Things quickly went from 
bad to worse for the disjoint-
ed leaders, with former PSG 
forward Kalimuendo con-
verting Lesley Ugochukwu’s 
cross to provoke more fury 
from the home fans.

PSG’s four-game winning 
run in Ligue 1 ended with a 
whimper as Rennes stood 
firm, and Galtier’s under-fire 
side could see their lead at 
the summit reduced to seven 
points when Marseille visit 
Reims later on Sunday.

Mbappe endured a mis-
erable first half for PSG, see-

ing a one-on-one finish disal-
lowed for offside 22 minutes 
in before squandering three 
good opportunities.

Having drilled one left-
footed effort narrowly wide, 
Mbappe was twice released in 
behind by measured through-
balls from Lionel Messi, only 
for Steve Mandanda to deny 
him with firm saves.

Mbappe’s misses were 
punished on the stroke of 
half-time as Rennes scored 
against the run of play - Toko 
Ekambi latching onto a simple 
ball over the top to fire into the 
bottom-left corner.  

PSG found themselves 2-0 
down within three minutes of 
the restart, Kalimuendo side-
footing home after Marco Ver-
ratti’s giveaway allowed Ugo-
chukwu to break down the left.

Toko Ekambi and Kalim-
uendo almost claimed braces 
as Rennes continued to press 
- the latter denied by a one-
on-one save from Gianluigi 
Donnarumma. 

Verratti forced a flying 
save from Mandanda late on, 
but that was as close as PSG 
went.

Paris Saint-Germain’s Argentine forward Lionel Messi reacts during 
the French L1 match against Stade Rennais FC at The Parc des 
Princes Stadium in Paris on Sunday. (AFP)

Sheffield United’s English midfielder Tommy Doyle scores his team third 
goal during the English FA Cup quarter-final match against Blackburn 
Rovers at Bramall Lane in Sheffield on Sunday. (AFP)

Manchester City have won 
their last six matches in  
all competitions and are 
unbeaten in 10 stretching 
back to the first week  
of February
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Australia thrash India by  
10 wkts at Viskhapatnam

ANI
VISAKHAPATNAM

MITCHELL Starc’s fifer fol-
lowed by Mitchell Marsh and 
Travis Head’s brutal hitting 
guided Australia to 10 wickets 
victory against India in the sec-
ond ODI of the three-match se-
ries at the ACA-VDCA Cricket 
Stadium on Sunday.

India received a thrashing 
like no other in Visakhapatnam 
- their heaviest defeat in terms 
of balls remaining - when they 
were bowled out for 117 in just 
26 overs.

Starc was the tormentor 
in chief with his 5 for 53, his 
ninth five-for in ODIs, and gave 
Marsh and Head freedom to bat 
with no scoreboard pressure; 
Marsh raced to 28-ball fifty be-
fore Head got to his in 29 balls 
and Australia chased the target 
down in just 11 overs and lev-
elled the three-match series 1-1.

The batting pair of Marsh 
and Head made the Indian 
bowlers toil hard making merry 
of the excellent batting condi-
tions on offer. They hammered 
Mohammed Shami for 16 runs 
with the help of two sixes and 
one four. In the 6th over of the 
game, Head hit Siraj for back-
to-back four boundaries. 

The carnage by Aussie bat-

ters continued as Marsh sin-
gle-headedly slammed Hardik 
Pandya for 18 runs with the 
help of three sixes. 

Marsh continued the car-
nage and brought up his 28-
ball half-century in the 8th 
over of the game.
Scores: India 117 in 26 overs 
(Virat Kohli 31, Axar Patel 29; 
Mitchell Starc 5-53) lost to Aus-
tralia 121-0 in 11 overs (Mitch-
ell Marsh 66*, Travis Head 51*; 
Mohammed Shami 0-29).

Australia’s Mitchell Marsh (L) 
raises his bat after his half-century 
as Travis Head looks on during the 
second ODI against Australia at 
the YS Raja Reddy Cricket Stadium 
in Visakhapatnam on Sunday. (AFP)

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE stage is set for the grand 
final of Legends League Cricket 
(LLC) Masters - a recap from 
2022, when the Asia Lions 
clashed with the World Giants in 
the inuagural edition in Muscat, 
Oman, resulting in a 25-run vic-
tory for the World Giants. 

Given the unpredictability of 
the tournament so far, the clash 
between the World Giants and 
Asia Lions in the final at the 
Asian Town Cricket Stadium 
in Doha on Monday, it will be 
interesting to see whether the 
World Giants will live up to their 
name and conquer the title or if 
it will be the Asia Lions who will 
roar to success.

World Giants were the first 
to book their place in the final 
as table toppers, but it does not 
give them the tag of favourites. 
They had lost to the Asia Li-
ons in a rain-affected 10-over 
contest. On the other hand, 
the Asia Lions also lost to the 
World Giants in another match 
by 20 runs, and they had also 
been trounced by the India Ma-
harajas by ten wickets. But by 
reaching the final, they have 
proved that they can pounce 
like lions to victory. Withstand-
ing all odds, they defeated In-
dia Maharajas by 85 runs in the 
eliminator to book their place 
in the final, registering the big-
gest victory margin as well as 
the highest score of this season 
at 191 for 5.

Aaron Finch, skipper of 
World Giants, is well aware of 
his team’s and his opponent’s 
strengths and weaknesses, 
having played against each 
other many times during their 
international careers. “Noth-
ing can be taken for granted 
in this final. As we had done in 
the earlier matches, we have to 

give our best if we want to lift 
the trophy. Everyone here is a 
legend, and no one needs to be 
told how to win a final. They 
are all players who have fought 
many a battle during their in-
ternational cricketing days,” 
noted Finch.

Shahid Afridi, the skipper 
of the Asia Lions, when que-

ried about his team’s chances, 
remarked, “Everyone knows 
their job; everyone has played 
in many finals. What is needed 
from them is to get out there 
and enjoy the contest and come 
back the winner.” 

Leading the World Giants’ 
quest for the trophy starts with  
Chris Gayle, along with opener 

Hashim Amla, skipper Aaron 
Finch, followed by great all-
rounders like Jacques Kallis, 
and Shane Watson. 

Everyone has been among 
the runs scoring at least one 
half-century each in the build-
up to the final. They will be 
supported by last edition’s 
heavy hitter, Ross Taylor, and 
Ireland’s pride, Kevin O’Brien. 

Their battery of pacers gets 
switched on with the fearsome 
Brett Lee, who has bagged five 
wickets here. He is followed by 
the accurate Chris Mpofu and 
Tino Best, who have shown 
that they’re still at their best, 
bagging six wickets each so far. 

Spinners Monty Panesar, 
Samit Patel, and Ricardo Pow-
ell are also capable of turning 
the final in their team’s favour.

The Asia Lions are led by an 
inspiring hero and all-rounder, 
Shahid Afridi. 

Sri Lanka’s opener and 
wicketkeeper Upul Tharan-
ga is in glorious form, as are 
his countrymen Tillakaratne 
Dilshan and Thisara Perera. 
‘Professor’ Mohammad Hafeez 
has sparkled both as a bowler 
and a batsman. 

Through his knocks, the 
ever-green Misbah Ul Haq has 
made fans wonder why he isn’t 
playing in the Pakistan Super 
League too. Pacer Sohail Tan-
vir seems to have never lost his 
pace and is the leading wicket-
taker of the tournament with 
seven to his name. 

Similarly, Bangladesh’s 
left-arm spinner Abdur Razzak 
has shown his ability to turn the 
ball accurately while still being 
his economical self throughout 
the tournament. Nepal’s pride 
Paras Khadka and Pakistan’s 
allrounder Abdul Razzaq, an-
other Sri Lankan, Isuru Udana, 
and Afghanistan’s Asghar Af-
ghan are all match winners.

Asia Lions to take on World Giants 
in LLC Masters final today

World Giants skipper Aaron Finch bats during one of the matches of 
LLC Masters at the Asian Town International Stadium.

Former Pakistan star and Asia Lions captain Shahid Afridi.

QATAR WIN ASIAN MEN’S 
BEACH HANDBALL TITLE

Qatar team claimed the Asian Men’s Beach Handball title in Bali, Indo-
nesia, on Sunday beating Oman 18-14, 16-12 in the final. The Al Annabi 
have now won the Asian title six times. They had the title glory on five 
continuous occasions since 2011 before finishing as runners-up last year 
in Iran. Incidentally, this is also the sixth occasion wherein Oman have 
finished as runners-up. Defending champions Iran, meanwhile finished 
third beating Vietnam 2-0 (17-9, 17-10). Qatar reached the final with a 2-0 
win over Vietnam in the semis following a dominant group stage where 
they topped their table with wins over Iran (23-18, 23-20), Saudi Arabia 
2-0 (26-17, 24-17), Philippines 2-0 (17-14, 28-14) and South Korea 2-0 
(23-17, 25-9). Following their qualification into the final final, both teams 
also booked their berths in the 2024 World Handball Championship. Qatar 
will be taking part in the World Championship for a seventh time.

Being in Qatar one of the most incredible experiences ever: Kerrin Klaaste

VINAY NAYUDU
DOHA

ICC woman umpire Kerrin 
Klaaste from South Africa, 
who is officiating in the ongo-
ing Legends League Cricket 
(LLC) Masters says she’s hav-
ing a great time both on and 
off the field in Qatar.

The 25-year-old is one 
of the five women officiating 
team overseeing the men’s leg-
ends tournament and in very 
impressive fashion. 

Apart from Klaaste, the 
others are Jasmine Naeem, 
Nimali Perera, Shivani Mishra 
and Match Refereee Narasim-
han Vijeylaxmi.

Klaaste has stood out with 
her umpiring decision espe-
cially the leg before wicket ones 
which have many a time have 
matched the DRS, run-outs and 
edges of the bat. In one of the 
games last week, she was seen 
convincing Asia Lions skipper 
Shahid Afridi - a video of which 
has been viral since.

On Sunday, Klaaste, Mishra 
(who is from Qatar Cricket As-
sociation) and others were out 
in the deserts of Qatar for sight-
seeing ahead of the LLC Mas-
ters final on Monday. 

Speaking of her experience 
here to Qatar Tribune, Klasste 

said, “It’s been one of the most 
incredible experiences ever. 
The people and the culture 
here is quite different from 
back home, in the best way 
possible.

“The country in itself is an 
experience. One can’t quite 
sum up how rich they are in 
terms of morals and values, 
respect, humility and how en-
thusiastic the fans are about 
cricket. It’s amazing to wit-
ness,” she stressed.

With the women officials 
coming together in March - a 
month which celebrates Inter-
national Women’s Day, their 
skills have also been tested 
being under the cameras at all 
times. “Being a part of an all-
female match officials team is 
always exhilarating because 
each of us can relate to the 
next person’s experience,” said 
Klaaste.

On her experience of offi-
ciating former stars of men’s 

cricket, she said, “The calibre 
of players participating has 
added to the standard of crick-
et being played. It’s been an 
absolute honour and pleasure 
to officiate for gentlemen of 
such stature as I had only ever 
heard of them and unfortu-
nately only got to watch them 
now play closer towards their 
retirement. 

“So being here has given 
me the opportunity to umpire 
for players that I’ve only ever 

been able to admire from the 
stands.”

While being in game of for-
mer international stars is the 
first time for Klaaste, but not 
the first time officiating in a 
men’s tournament. “I have offi-
ciated in several men’s tourna-
ments prior to this, but not one 
quite this prestigious. This has 
also been my first official expo-
sure to DRS and I’ve thoroughly 
enjoyed it. From an umpiring 
perspective, it brings a new el-
ement into my game. My pro-
cesses have had to adapt to the 
feature for the better. 

“The pace of play in men’s 
games keeps you on your toes, 
so I quite enjoy it,” she said.

On her decision-making 
with near perfection, she ex-
plained, “I wish that was the 
case. I try and give 101% in 
every game and be in the best 

possible position for a run-
out for example. One needs to 
know when and how to trans-
fer the pressure too, so that as-
sist my game. 

“I have to give credit to my 
other colleagues in the team 
as well as we always work as a 
unit when it comes to decision 
making.”

Klaaste was appointed to 
the International Panel of In-
ternational Cricket Council 
(ICC Development Umpires in 
2022. She is the second female 
South African to be on the 
panel with 59 umpires from 
across the globe.

Klaaste’s love for the game 
started as a young player in the 
Northern Cape which saw her 
passion flowing through the oth-
er avenues of the game before 
she moved to the South Western 
Districts in Oudtshoorn.

Kerrin Klaaste of South Africa who is currently officiating in the Legends League Cricket Masters in Qatar.

LLC Masters 
umpire bowled 
over by love and 
affection of the 
people in Doha

The people and the culture 
here is quite different from 
back home, in the best way 
possible. The country in itself 
is an experience. One can’t 
quite sum up how rich they 
are in terms of morals and 
values, respect, humility and 
how enthusiastic the fans are 
about cricket. 
Kerrin Klaaste of South Africa

Kerrin Klaaste (extreme right) with other match officials of LLC Mas-
ters Qatar 2023 - Jasmine Naeem, Shivani Mishra, Match Refereee 
Narasimhan Vijeylaxmi and Nimali Perera at the Asian Town Stadium.

HANOVER (Germany): Fans of German second-division team Hanover went on the rampage at their own stadium on Sunday shortly after the 
team’s return from a derby defeat at Eintracht Braunschweig. Photographs and videos on social media showed them throwing pyrotechnics 
behind the fence of the club’s stadium. Police used water cannons to push the supporters back. According to a report in the Bild news-
paper, several players, coach Stefan Leitl and sporting director Marcus Mann approached the fence to talk to fans. Tenth-placed Hanover 
were a long-time Bundesliga side but have been mired in the second tier since 2019. They lost 1-0 at their arch-rivals, with Jannis Nikolaou 
scoring the decisive goal for Braunschweig in stoppage time. German football has seen a big increase in fan violence of late. Police said 
on Sunday they were launching a criminal investigation after a cameraman was hit by a flare during the Saturday’s Bundesliga match be-
tween Borussia Dortmund and Cologne. Eintracht Frankfurt fans caused trouble before a Champions League defeat at Napoli in midweek 
despite being barred from buying tickets. Meanwhile around 100 Schalke fans were attacked by Dortmund and Rot-Weiss Essen ultras 
recently on their way to a game. (DPA)

Hanover fans riot at own stadium after derby defeat at Braunschweig
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