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His Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Tha-
ni will meet with President 
of the Republic of Turk-
menistan Serdar Berdimu-
hamedow on Monday. 

HH the Amir and the 
Turkmen president will 
discuss bilateral relations 
and the ways of boosting 
them in addition to issues 
of mutual concern.

They will also witness 
the signing of a number of 
agreements and memoran-
da of understanding.

Amir to meet 
Turkmen  

prez today

QNA
DOHA

THE Crescent Sighting 
Committee at the Ministry 
of Endowments (Awqaf) and 
Islamic Affairs has called 
upon Muslims in Qatar 
to sight the new crescent 
(hilal) of the blessed month 
of Ramadan on Tuesday 
evening, Sha’ban 29, 1444 
AH according to the Qatari 
calendar, corresponding to 
March 21, 2023. 

The committee asks 
whoever witnesses the 
crescent to head to the 
headquarters of the Ministry 
of Endowments (Awqaf) and 
Islamic Affairs, located in Al 
Dafna (Towers) to report his 
testimony. The Committee 
will meet immediately after 
Maghreb prayer.

Awqaf calls  
for Ramadan  
crescent  
sighting on 
Tuesday

IN the presence of President of Qatar Olympic Committee (QOC) HE Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al 
Thani, the Qatar Olympic Committee (QOC) unveiled its 2023-2030 strategy during a ceremony held 
at Marsa Malaz Kempinski Hotel. The strategy aims to achieve three main objectives: ensuring 
sports excellence, promoting Olympic culture, and achieving comprehensive sports development. To 
achieve these objectives, the QOC is keen to continue promoting the Olympic culture by encourag-
ing all segments of society to participate in sporting events, and adopt healthy lifestyles to include 
building and developing elite teams of Qatari male and female players to ensure excellence in 
sports, including training, management and technical aspects. PAGE 12

QOC UNVEILS ITS 2023-2030 STRATEGY

CSGDB launches 
Mazaya discount 
card for govt staff 

QNA
DOHA

THE Civil Service and Gov-
ernment Development Bureau 
(CSGDB) on Sunday launched 
the “Mazaya” electronic dis-
count card for employees of 
government agencies through 
the “Mawared” system, which 
offers discounts by more than 
200 companies and stores in 
various fields.

The Mazaya programme 
officials said the card benefits 
more than 80,000 employees 
in the government sector and 
their family members. The 
programme provides the best 
benefits to meet the employ-
ee’s basic needs and achieve 
job satisfaction.

The Mazaya electronic card 
offers discounts and offers via 
a wide range of companies, in-
cluding those recently opened 
during the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

The companies include 
ten categories: hotels, restau-
rants and cafes, health centres, 
beauty centres, shops, decora-
tion stores, event stores, fit-
ness clubs, children’s stores, 
toys and nurseries, transporta-

tion and communications.
The Mazaya program of-

ficials at CSGDB continue to 
develop the “Mazaya” discount 
card by adding more offers, 
stores, and various services 
to provide the best services to 
government sector employees.

The Mawared system pro-
vides a package of services to 
employees and decision-mak-
ers in the government sector in 
Qatar.  

Recently, it added the goal 
management and performance 
appraisal service to improve 
the performance of the govern-
ment sector.

Qatar calls for serious action 
against Islamophobia

QATAR has called for effective meas-
ures to combat Islamophobia and all 

forms of intolerance, by everyone, regard-
less of their religion or background. 

This came in Qatar’s statement 
delivered by Second Secretary at Qatar’s 
Permanent Mission to the United Nations 
Office in Geneva Mohamed Al Buainain, 
during a side event organised on the 
sidelines of the 52nd Regular Session 
of Human Rights Council in Geneva, to 
celebrate the International Day to Combat 
Islamophobia. 

Al Buainain indicated that Islamopho-
bia is not a new phenomenon, but it has 

been on the rise in recent years, fueled 
by ignorance, prejudices, and deliberate 
misinformation,  manifested in various 
forms such as verbal abuse, discrimina-
tion, physical attacks, and even the burning 
of the Holy Qur’an. The Holy Qur’an has a 
special place in the hearts and minds of 
Muslims, as it is a source of guidance and 
inspiration, the statement said, stressing 
that watching it burn is very painful and 
unacceptable. The statement emphasized 
the need to condemn acts of hatred and 
disrespect towards Muslims in the strong-
est possible terms, and take action to 
combat them. (QNA) PAGE 2

Over 80,000 employees in the govt sector and 
family members to get benefit from the card  

●  The Mazaya electronic 
card offers discounts and 
offers via a wide range of 
companies 

Public Prosecution refers 
former finance minister, 
others to criminal court

QNA
DOHA

The Attorney General has is-
sued an order to refer former 
Minister of Finance Ali Sharif 
Al Emadi and others to the 
Criminal Court to punish them 
for the crimes ascribed to 
them, which included bribery, 
appropriation of public money, 
abuse of office, abuse of pow-
er, damage to public money 
and money laundering. 

This comes further to 
the statement issued by the 
Public Prosecution on May 6, 
2021, regarding the arrest of 

Al Emadi and the conduct of 
an investigation against him 
about crimes raised in reports 
related to the public office.

The Public Prosecution 
indicated that the necessary 
investigations in the case 
have been completed by inter-
rogating the accused, hearing 
witnesses, and examining the 
technical reports. 

Since evidence extracted 
from the case documents 
proved that the accused com-
mitted the crimes ascribed 
to them, the Attorney General 
issued decided to refer the ac-
cused to the Criminal Court.

WHO designates HMC unit 
 as collaborating centre
HAMAD Medical Corporation’s (HMC) Department of 

Geriatrics and Long-Term Care has been desig-
nated by the World Health Organization (WHO) as a 
Collaborating Center for Healthy Ageing and Demen-
tia. The Collaborating Center initiative is designed to 
bring benefits to both parties, including more visibility 
of key projects and programs, improved opportunities 
to exchange information and develop technical coop-
eration with other international institutions as well as 
facilitate better access to funding for research and 
program development.  Dr Hanadi Al Hamad, National 
Lead for Healthy Ageing in Qatar and Chairperson of 
the Department of Geriatrics and Long-Term Care at 
HMC, was designated as the Head of the Collaborat-
ing Center. (TNN) PAGE 16

AgriteQ 2023 sees more 
than 35,000 visitors

QNA
DOHA

THE 10th Qatar International 
Agricultural Exhibition (Ag-
riteQ 2023), organised by the 
Ministry of Municipality on 
Sunday concluded on Sunday 
with the participation of 675 
exhibiting companies, belong-
ing to 55 countries, including 
523 international and 152 local 
companies.

Over the course of five 
days, the exhibition witnessed 
a huge turnout from the pub-
lic, as the number of visitors 
reached about 35,000. 

On the closing day, Minis-
ter of Municipality HE Abdul-
lah bin Abdulaziz bin Turki Al 
Subaie honoured a number 
of participants and sponsors 
and handed over Qatar’s in-
kind contribution amounting 
to 120 tonnes of packaged 
dates for the year 2022 to the 

Deputy Director of the UN 
World Food Program (WFP), 
GCC office Caterina Galluzzi, 
which in turn will support 
the WFP’s operations in some 
countries.

This contribution stems 
from the concept of partner-
ship with the WFP as a main 
UN agency supporting hu-
manitarian and international 
initiatives, providing food as-

sistance to people who suffer 
as a result of conflicts or emer-
gencies, and contributing to 
changing the lives of millions 
through sustainable develop-
ment projects. Since 2004, the 
State of Qatar has been provid-
ing an annual donation of lo-
cally produced packaged dates 
to the WFP.

As many as 675 companies, including 523 international firms, from 55 
countries took part in the exhibition. 

A slew of MoUs 
signed during  
the exhibition 

Continued on page 3 
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QNA 
DOHA

QATAR has announced that 
it will host the 6th General As-
sembly of the Islamic Organiza-
tion for Food Security (IOFS) on 
October 2 and 3 in conjunction 
with the opening of the Horti-
cultural Expo 2023 Doha.

It was also announced that 
the organisation would host the 
second high-level forum in Ka-
zakhstan from June 6 to 8 under 
the chairmanship of Qatar.

The announcement was 
made during a press conference 
held on Sunday by Director of 
the Food Security Department 
at the Ministry of Municipality 
and Chairman of the Executive 
Council of IOFS Dr Masoud 
Jarallah Al Marri and Director-
General of IOFS Prof Yerlan Bai-
daulet.

Dr Marri said this hosting 
comes within Qatar’s interac-
tion with the IOFS, especially as 
it joined and ratified the statute 
of the IOFS in 2016 and chairs 
its Executive Council represent-
ed by the Ministry of Municipal-
ity.

He added that Doha’s meet-
ings would witness the launch 

of a fund for projects finance 
to enable member states to use 
their capabilities, enhance and 
rationalise the management 
of their resources, coordinate 
among states at the level of gov-
ernment, facilitate the process of 
communication between them, 
and overcoming difficulties and 
helping the fields of food secu-
rity to face challenges and emer-
gencies.

He said global food security 
faces several challenges, wheth-
er environmental or geopolitical, 
which require coordinating the 
efforts and setting programmes 
and strategies that would lead to 
an Islamic organisation that is 
capable of addressing all crises 
and conditions.

He added that the number 
of participants is expected to 
exceed 250 as the organisation’s 

General Assembly is seen as a 
platform for exchanging and co-
ordinating joint efforts among 
Islamic countries to strengthen 
food security. 

For his part, Prof Baidaulet 
affirmed the great role of Qatar 
in the activities of the organisa-
tion, especially in the fields of 
agriculture and animal produc-
tion and its contributions to re-
solving many issues facing the 
region and the world.

He pointed out that the or-
ganisation deals with 57 mem-
ber states, which are mostly 
concerned with achieving food 
security, while 28 of them face 
the risks of hunger, malnutrition 
and natural disasters, which af-
fect their food situation and se-
curity.

He added that the Islamic 
market is large and expanding 
day by day, and that 80 percent 
of Halal food is imported from 
non-Islamic countries, there-
fore, the organisation is work-
ing to develop supply chains, 
strengthen the capabilities of 
farmers, support small farms 
with consultations and provi-
sion of cheap and effective tech-
nology to face water scarcity and 
climate changes.

Qatar to host upcoming 6th IOFS 
general assembly from October 2

NHRC retains top 
global classification

ASHRAF SIDDIQUI
GENEVA

QATAR’S National Human 
Rights Committee (NHRC) has 
once again been able to renew 
its Grade A accreditation given 
by the Global Alliance of Na-
tional Human Rights Institu-
tions (GANHRI).

For the third time in a row, 
NHRC Chairperson Maryam 
bint Abdullah Al-Attiyah re-
ceived the certificate from 
GANHRI’s Sub-Committee on 
Accreditation. The classifica-
tion is valid for the 2021 to 
2025 period.

With this, the NHRC has 
been able to extend until 2025, 
the highest possible level of 
classification that it first re-
ceived in 2010. After expiry of 
the current period, the clas-
sification is subject to review 
for compliance with the Paris 
Principles and further re-ac-
creditation.

The NHRC Chairperson 
said in a statement that the ap-
proval of the NHRC in Grade A 
for the third time in a row is a 
clear indication that “we are on 
the right path with regards to 
protecting and promoting hu-
man rights.”

Financial and administra-
tive independence was a major 
reason for NHRC consistently 
retaining the top classification 
among national human rights 
institutions she said, adding 
that regular publication of an-
nual and special reports on the 
committee’s official website 
was another important factor. 
Moreover, the committee’s rec-
ommendations remain a mat-
ter of interest and discussion in 
the relevant government min-
istries.

Al-Attiyah said that these 
are among the multiple fac-
tors and questions that must be 
answered by the accreditation 
committee with full credibility 
and transparency. The fact that 
the institution issues reports 
on the human rights situation 
in its national environment and 
puts these reports in the public 
domain is a very important and 

a decisive factor in the classifi-
cation process.

She said that receipt of the 
certificate comes in light of the 
recent adoption by the General 
Assembly of the Global Alliance 
of National Human Rights Insti-
tutions of the proposed amend-
ments to the Statute of the Alli-
ance. The amendments seek to 
enhance the accuracy and rigour 
of the accreditation process and 
approve special review of all ac-
credited national human rights 
institutions which have received 
A or B level classification. There 
is also a provision for suspending 
the classification of accreditation 
if circumstances change in a way 
that may affect continued com-
pliance with the Paris Principles.

The Sub-Committee on 
Accreditation has also been 
provided with the power to rec-
ommend revocation of accredi-
tation classification of NHRIs 
in cases where they cannot con-
tinue to be considered as insti-
tutions operating in accord-
ance with Paris Principles, she 
said. The strict amendments 
to the GANHRI statute make 
it challenging for member na-
tional institutions to maintain 
their rating.

The National Human 
Rights Committee, in full com-
pliance with the accreditation 
and classification require-
ments, has become one of the 
regional and international pil-
lars in protecting and promot-
ing human rights, thanks to 
its exemplary expertise gained 
through and successful experi-
ences during its existence.

These experiences are now 
considered some of the most 
important references and have 
been adopted by many na-
tional institutions in the region 
to strengthen their expertise 
in the human rights field, she 
added.

She said that NHRC made a 
great effort to reach the A rat-
ing  for the first time in 2010, 
but the greatest effort has been 
to consistently maintain the 
classification in the subsequent 
periods.

“This places on us a great 
responsibility to preserve this 
international status that NHRC 
has obtained, leading us to 
make ever greater effort to 
make the committee a true in-
terface that reflects the culture 
of human rights in the State of 
Qatar”, she added.

Amina Bou Ayyash, vice-
president of the Global Alliance 
of National Human Rights In-
stitutions, said: The receipt of 
the accreditation certificate by 
the National Human Rights 
Committee in the State of Qa-
tar is a certificate proving the 
committee’s full compliance 
with international standards 
regulating the work of nation-
al human rights institutions, 
known as the Paris Principles, 
including financial and admin-
istrative independence, which 
is considered one of the most 
important principles for na-
tional institutions to achieve 
the highest classification that 
the Global Alliance of National 
Human Rights Institutions can 
grant to its members.”

QNA 
GENEVA

QATAR has called for effec-
tive measures to combat Is-
lamophobia and all forms of 
intolerance by everyone, re-
gardless of their religion or 
background.

The call was made in Qa-
tar’s statement delivered by 
Second Secretary at Qatar’s 
Permanent Mission to the 
United Nations Office in Ge-
neva Mohamed Al Buainain 
during an event organised on 
the sidelines of the 52nd Reg-
ular Session of Human Rights 
Council in Geneva to celebrate 
the International Day to Com-
bat Islamophobia.

Buainain said Islamopho-
bia is not a new phenomenon, 
but it has been on the rise in 
recent years, fuelled by igno-
rance, prejudices and delib-
erate misinformation, and 
manifested in various forms 
such as verbal abuse, discrim-
ination, physical attacks and 
even the burning of the Holy 
Qur’an.

The Holy Qur’an has a 
special place in the hearts and 
minds of Muslims, as it is a 
source of guidance and inspi-
ration, he said, stressing that 

watching it burn is very pain-
ful and unacceptable.

The statement emphasised 
the need to condemn acts of 
hatred and disrespect towards 
Muslims in the strongest pos-
sible terms and take action to 
combat them.

“Regardless of our religion 
or background, we are all re-
sponsible to stand up against 
Islamophobia and all forms 
of blind fanaticism,” he said, 
adding that people must also 
educate themselves, promote 
interfaith dialogue and work 
towards building bridges of 

understanding and respect.
Buainain pointed out that 

Islamophobia does not only 
affect Muslims, but also un-
dermines the values of justice, 
equality and human rights 
that everyone cherishes, 
stressing that work must be 
done to create a world that ac-
cepts diversity, in which eve-
ryone is treated with dignity 
and respect.

He called for solidarity 
with Muslim brothers and sis-
ters, and to work for a world 
in which all peoples can live in 
peace and harmony.

Qatar appeals for effective
action against Islamophobia

For the third time in a row, NHRC 
Chairperson Maryam bint Ab-
dullah Al-Attiyah received the 
certificate from GANHRI’s Sub-
Committee on Accreditation.



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

A team from Qatar University 
(QU) won the first place in the 
Global Electric Vehicle Chal-
lenge, which is part of the Fu-
ture Mobility Challenge, held 
in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and hosted by Abu Dha-
bi University.

The Qatar University team 
four awards, including first 
place among its peers for the 
speed of technical qualification, 
first place for the quality of the 
car’s manufacture, and first 
place for the engineering design 
of the car.

Dr Khalid Kamal Naji, 
dean of the College of Engi-
neering at Qatar University , 
said: “The victory of the team 
in this global competition 
comes as a result of the Col-
lege of Engineering’s endeav-
our to develop engineering 
education and provide it with 
educational outputs con-
cerned with innovation, the 
use of technology and project 
management.” 

He added, “The participa-
tion of students in interna-
tional competitions enhances 
awareness of other cultures 
and gives students the oppor-
tunity to benefit and interact 
with other teams and promote 
the exchange of knowledge and 
experiences.”

The challenge saw the par-
ticipation of 21 high school 
and university teams from five 
countries. The competing stu-
dents participated in two com-
petitions, the Electric Vehicle 
Grand Prix and Global Electric 
Vehicle Challenge. 

Students worked in teams 
to design, build, test and race 
single person electric cars.

Qatar University team wins 
first place in Abu Dhabi Global 

Electric Vehicle Challenge

British Council makes 
Hamilton Int’l School 
as IELTS test venue

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Hamilton International 
School, part of International 
Schools Partnership (ISP), has 
been named a new IELTS test-
ing centre in Doha by the Brit-
ish Council. Students from The 
Hamilton International School 
will have access to free IELTS 
practice materials, mock tests 
and will be able to sit the official 
test on the school campus. 

“We are so happy to have 
partnered with the British 
Council and are thrilled to of-
fer IELTS, one of the world’s 
most reputable English lan-
guage tests. At The Hamilton 
International School, we want 
to equip our students with all 
the required tools they need to 
reach their university of choice. 
This partnership provides one of 
those tools,” said Terry Senior, 
principal of The Hamilton Inter-
national School.

Along with computer-deliv-
ered and paper-based testing, 
the agreement will also provide 
The Hamilton International 
School with IELTS Mock Tests 
with answer keys, over thirty 
hours of free online practice 
resources, IELTS orientation 
workshops, and IELTS Teachers 
Training to staff at the school. 

Deep Adhikari, director of 
Exams, UAE, Oman & Qatar, 
British Council, said, “We are de-
lighted to welcome The Hamil-
ton International School as a new 
IELTS testing venue in Doha. 
This partnership will provide 
students with a convenient and 
accessible way to take the IELTS 
test, a trusted and internation-
ally recognised English language 

proficiency test that opens doors 
to academic and professional op-
portunities around the world. We 
look forward to working with The 
Hamilton International School to 
support their students’ success.” 
The IELTS on computer test of-
fers more availability of test dates 
and results that can be received 
in 3 to 5 calendar days after the 
test has been complete. The test 
content, timing and structure 
remain the same in both options 
and, importantly, the Speaking 
test remains face-to-face with a 
certified IELTS Examiner. 

For those planning to apply 
to University, IELTS is consid-
ered the preferred test of English 
for academic study, recognised 
and accepted by 11,000 institu-
tions around the world. It has a 
high in-country recognition for 
domestic studies too. 

IELTS taken on a computer 
is also gaining popularity among 
working professionals who are 
planning to migrate to destina-
tions such as Canada, Australia 
and New Zealand. Apart from 
the familiarity of using comput-
ers daily, the option to choose a 
slot for speaking interviews at 
the time of registration makes 
it easier for test takers to plan 
their test day, especially for 
working professionals with busy 
schedules.

Whether taking IELTS on 
paper or on computer, candi-
dates can be confident that they 
are taking the same trusted Eng-
lish language test. IELTS is the 
only English language test that 
is accepted by all the key immi-
gration authorities in Australia, 
Canada, New Zealand and the 
UK for visa applications and mi-
gration purposes.

QNA
NEW YORK 

PERMANENT Representative 
of Qatar to the United Nations 
HE Sheikha Alya bint Ahmed 
bin Saif Al Thani met with Ex-
ecutive Director of the Counter-
Terrorism Committee Execu-
tive Directorate (CTED) of the 
United Nations Natalia Gher-
man in New York on Sunday.

During the meeting, they 
discussed bilateral cooperation 
between Qatar and the CTED 
of the United Nations. Sheikha 
Alya congratulated the executive 
director on her new post, point-
ing out the solid and developing 
partnership between Qatar and 
the CTED. She also expressed 
aspiration to continue boosting 
the positive and constructive 
partnership between the two 
sides to devote efforts toward 
combating terrorism and violent 
extremism. 

Sheikha Alya, CTED executive director 
discuss efforts for combating terrorism

SHEIKHA ALYA, US OFFICIAL DISCUSS 
SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN

Permanent Representative of Qatar to the United Nations HE Sheikha Alya bint Ahmed bin Saif Al Thani 
met with US Special Envoy for Afghan Women, Girls and Human Rights Rina Amiri in New York on Sun-
day. During the meeting, they discussed the situation and developments in Afghanistan and the ways to 
support the rights of Afghan women, especially their right to education. (QNA)

Expo 2023 Doha uses Agriteq participation 
to launch its ‘Which side are you on’ drive

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

EXPO 2023 Doha concluded its 
participation in the 10th edition 
of Qatar International Agricul-
tural Fair (Agriteq) that was hels 
at the Doha Exhibition and Con-
vention Centre (DEECC) from 
March 15 to 19. 

This was the third time the 
Expo team took part in the fair 
that offered Expo 2023 Doha with 
an excellent exposure to local, 
regional and international stake-
holders, as well as experts from 
the agriculture sector. 

This time, Expo 2023 Doha 
used Agriteq as a platform to 
launch its first campaign titled 
‘Which side are you on’. Through 
an immersive digital platform and 
activations at the centre of Expo 
2023 Doha stand, Expo invited 
all visitors to choose a version of 
our planet’s future – desertified or 
green. 

Using a powerful visual lan-
guage, the campaign highlights 
the consequences of the ram-

pant desertification, showcasing 
the dry land next to the green 
and fresh grass and encouraging 
everyone to choose the right side 
in the battle against desertifica-
tion.  

The presentation of a lim-
ited Expo 2023 Doha edition of 
stamps was another important 
highlight of the event. With the 
first edition endorsed and signed 
personally by the Father Amir 
His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin 
Khalifa Al Thani during his visit 
at the Expo stand, this unique 
stamp collection aims at to keep 
Expo 2023 Doha in the hearts 
and minds of the people of Qa-

tar, before, during and after the 
event. 

During Agriteq, Expo 2023 
Doha has also continued to ex-
pand the network of partners, 
signing official agreements with 
Qatar’s champion of food secu-
rity, Hassad Foods, and Qatar 
Basketball Federation, named as 
Expo 2023 Doha official partners 
in food security and sports. 

In line with its sustainability 
commitment, Expo 2023 Doha 
has also taken part in Agriteq-
led recycling day to highlight the 
importance of recycling for the 
environment and healthier liveli-
hoods. 

Expo 2023 Doha’s Event and 
Communications Manager Hayfa 
Al Otaibi said, “Agriteq has been 
a catalyst of Qatar’s progress in 
agriculture and food security for 
a decade, and we are happy to be 
part of this flagship event for the 
third time as we share the same 
values, goals and aspirations for 
the future of our country. Driv-
ing innovation in agriculture 
and making it more sustainable 
is crucial to ensure global food 
security and build sustainable 
and healthy livelihoods for fu-
ture generations. Agriteq was an 
excellent occasion for us to con-
nect with key stakeholders and 
businesses in agriculture and to 
invite them to come to Al Bidda 
park from October 2 to take part 
in Expo 2023 Doha.”

Modern Agriculture and 
Technology & Innovation are 
among Expo 2023 Doha core 
topics. Expo 2023 Doha will be a 
platform to foster global cooper-
ation and seek efficient and inno-
vative solutions to food security 
and desertification problems.

Qatar, Georgia sign agreement to 
boost environment protection ties
QATAR is a strong donor to 
the World Food Program since 
2004.

The exhibition witnessed 
the signing of contracts and 
memoranda of understanding 
between the Ministry of Mu-
nicipality and a group of par-
ticipating entities.

Minister of Environ-
ment and Climate Change HE 
Sheikh Dr Faleh bin Nasser 
bin Ahmed bin Ali Al Thani 
and Minister of Environment 
Protection and Agriculture of 
Georgia HE Otar Shamugia 
signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding.

The agreement aims to 
strengthen relations and coop-
eration in the field of environ-
mental protection between the 
governments Qatar and the 
government of Georgia, in ad-
dition to signing an agreement 

between Hassad Company and 
Al Mirqab Industrial Invest-
ment Company (Alaf) to dis-
tribute and sell fodder prod-
ucts, and sign a partnership 
agreement between Hassad 
Food and Horticultural Expo 

2023 Doha.
The expo also saw the sign-

ing of a partnership agreement 
between Expo 2023 Doha 
for Horticulture and the Qa-
tar Basketball Association to 
promote the global exhibition 

in the Expo 2023 Basketball 
Challenge Championship.

The closing day of the ex-
hibition also witnessed the 
signing of five MoUs between 
five companies and the Inter-
national Islamic Association 
for Food Processing to join the 
International Islamic Federa-
tion for Food Industries.

The scientific conference 
accompanying the 10th Qa-
tar International Agricultural 
Exhibition for the year 2023 
concluded its activities, after 
holding 4 workshops dur-
ing which 54 research papers 
were discussed, dealing with 
food security studies, the “im-
plantation” initiative for home 
farming, the national strategy 
for food security, and aquatic 
research, with the participa-
tion of a group of experts. Sci-
entists, experts, researchers, 
and local and global govern-
ment officials.

Continued from page 1 
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Malabar Gold sets aside QR1.7mn
for CSR activities during Ramadan

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MALABAR Gold & Diamonds, the 
sixth largest jewellery retail chain in 
the world with 309 showrooms across 
10 countries, has announced QR1.7 
million CSR programmes in the GCC 
and Far East regions for the Ramadan 
month. 

These initiatives are planned in ad-
dition to the ESG initiatives conducted 
by the group throughout the year in the 
10 countries of operation. The brand 
will collaborate with embassies, NGOs 
and like-minded organisations to carry 
out philanthropic activities throughout 
the holy month, including the distribu-
tion of Iftar meals and food provision 
kits to deserving labourers and fami-
lies. 

The generous initiatives, which 
Malabar Gold & Diamonds carries out 
every year, is expected to be a boon for 
the under privileged sections of our so-
ciety. 

Around 125,000 Iftar meals will be 
distributed as part of this year’s Rama-
dan CSR initiatives across the UAE, 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, 

Kuwait, Malaysia, Singapore and the 
USA. 

In Qatar, Iftar meals will be dis-
tributed in labour camps located at 
Sanahiya, Al Khor and Messiad. The 
food donation drive is being conducted 
in association with Qatar Sparsham, 
Cultural Forum, Youth forum, Global 
Kerala Pravasi association, INCASS 
and Kozhikode Pravasi Association.  

“At Malabar Gold & Diamonds, 
the philanthropic activities that we 
have carried out over the years has 
resulted in the betterment of numer-
ous lives and this is a fact that we are 
extremely proud of. The creation of a 
‘Hunger Free World’ is one of the key 
components of our ESG goals and the 
Ramadan initiative is in line with our 
larger objective. As Malabar Gold & 
Diamonds celebrates its 30th anniver-
sary, we sincerely hope that our actions 
will leave a lasting impression and 
motivate other organisations to carry 
out similar activities,” said Shamlal 
Ahamed, managing director – Inter-
national Operations, Malabar Gold & 
Diamonds. 

“The CSR activities that Malabar 
Gold & Diamonds carries out every 

year is a testament to our commitment 
towards making a significant change in 
the society. Spearheaded by the good-
will of our entire team and like-minded 
organisations, the month-long charita-
ble activities that we have planned for 
Ramadan is sure to support those of us 
in our society who needs it the most. As 
we approach another holy month of pi-
ousness, generosity and reflections, we 
would like to extend our sincere grati-
tude towards our partnering organisa-
tion for their wholehearted support in 
this noble venture,” said Abdul Salam 
K P, vice-chairman of Malabar Group. 

Right from its inception in 1993, 
CSR has been a primary commitment 
of Malabar Group, with five percent of 
net profits set aside for such activities 
in each region of operation. The key fo-
cus areas of the group’s initiatives are 
in health, housing, hunger free world, 
education, environment and women 
empowerment. Integrating the princi-
ples of responsibility and sustainability 
into its core business, Malabar Group 
periodically strengthen its ESG (Envi-
ronmental, Social & Governance) goals 
to remain a socially conscious and re-
sponsible organisation.

talabat sponsors 12th QIFF
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

TALABAT, the region’s leading local 
delivery and q-commerce platform, 
has announced its sponsorship of the 
12th Qatar International Food Festi-
val (QIFF), the country’s largest and 
longest-running food and drink festi-
val, which runs until March 21. 

QIFF celebrates Qatar’s rich cul-
tural diversity and vibrant food scene, 
and attracts visitors from all around 
the country. The highly anticipated 
annual event showcases the best of lo-
cal and international cuisines, with a 
range of culinary delights for foodies 
and families alike.

Francisco Miguel De Sousa, man-
aging director of talabat Qatar, said: 
“We are delighted to be participating 
once again in one of the key festivals 
in Qatar and the region. This comes 
in line with our continued efforts to 
be part of the rich culinary scene in 

Qatar, and to meet with as many lo-
cal and international vendors  as pos-
sible. At talabat, we strongly believe 
that food brings people together, and 
are excited to be part of this celebra-
tion in Qatar and look forward to even 
more occasions in the future.”

As part of its sponsorship, talabat 
is having a photobooth activation for 
visitors to capture their precious mo-

ments having their favourite meals, 
and live face-painting stations for 
kids to enjoy, ensuring festival-goers 
can make the most of their time at Lu-
sail Boulevard. This is in addition to 
giving away vouchers to be used once 
visitors are back at their homes to or-
der their groceries or favourite dishes 
conveniently and reliably using the 
talabat app.

InterContinental Doha Beach & Spa announces Ramadan packages
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

INTERCONTINENTAL Doha 
Beach & Spa offers a unique cu-
linary experience throughout the 
Holy Month of Ramadan at its 
award-winning dining destina-
tions that provide an array of iftar 
and suhour options, and through 
bespoke outside catering and pri-
vate gathering packages.
CORAL 

Patrons can enjoy a splen-
did Ramadan iftar experience 
at Coral with friends and loved 
ones. It offers a variety of tra-
ditional favourites and interna-
tional delights from live stations, 
both indoors and the splendid 
outdoor terrace, and fresh Ram-
adan juices. Guests will delight 
in the famous ouzi, carving sta-
tion, seafood and sushi. Those 
with a sweet tooth will enjoy the 
spread of authentic Ramadan 
desserts and local sweets. iftar: 
sunset until 8:30pm; QR195 for 

adults and QR95 for kids.
NOVECENTO 

Visitors can spend time with 
their loved ones while dining on 
Novecento’s outdoor terrace. 
Dine on vibrant à la carte choices 
or enjoy a traditional set menu for 
suhour from 8pm, including pop-
ular mezzes as well as mains from 
our live stations. End the evening 
with a selection of indulgent Ara-
bic sweets. Bring home artisan 

Ramadan desserts, and decadent 
cakes and pastries, perfect for 
sharing with family or gifting to 
friends. Open daily from sunset 
to 2am; a la carte and suhour set 
menus are available.
MYKONOS

Mykonos offers authentic 
Greek and Mediterranean cui-
sine right here at InterConti-
nental Doha Beach & Spa. Dine 
on a variety of traditional Greek 

dips and salads, succulent lamb, 
freshly grilled seafood, and more. 
Enjoy the cool breeze and dine on 
our terrace while dining on tradi-
tional Greek cuisine for a unique 
Ramadan experience. Open daily 
from 12:00pm to 11:30pm 
POOL TERRACE

It is one of the best pool ter-
races in Doha for relaxing and 
enjoying the sun throughout the 
day. Enjoy light lunch and snacks 

alongside refreshing beverages. 
It is an ideal place to relax and 
take in the sun at the beach. 
PRIVATE GATHERINGS

Experience a luxurious 
Ramadan iftar or suhour in an 
intimate setting with our vari-
ous event venues. Dine under the 
stars on our beachside garden, 
host a gathering in the Al Wajba 
ballroom, or book a private group 
sohour at Coral. The options for a 

memorable evening at InterCon-
tinental Doha Beach & Spa are 
endless. Bespoke experiences 
await. The tailor-made menus 
start from QR185 per person.
IDINE

A premium gift that keeps on 
giving, purchase an IDine mem-
bership for your loved ones as 
a thoughtful gift for the season. 
Get IDine for QR 990 and re-
ceive the following benefits: 25 
percent off food at restaurants 
and bars; 15 percent off bever-
ages at restaurants and bars; one 
complimentary room night; one 
pool and beach access for two; 
one 30-minute massage at Spa 
InterContinental; 10 percent off 
at Manko, La Mar and La Mar 
Beach; one 50 percent off vouch-
er on the F&B bill for your birth-
day and one special occasion. It 
is valid for one year from date 
of purchase. Download IDine on 
the App Store or Google Play, call 
4484 4919 or email fb.icdoha@
ihg.com to learn more.

Hilton launches ‘Green 
Ramadan’ at Waldorf 
Astoria Lusail Doha

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HILTON, in partnership with the Unit-
ed Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) West Asia and Winnow, has 
announced the launch of Green Rama-
dan, an initiative which will see food 
waste reduction efforts implemented 
across several key markets in the Mid-
dle East, including Qatar at Waldorf As-
toria Lusail Doha.

With reports from UNEP West Asia 
showing that food waste increases by 25-
50 percent in the region during religious 
and social festivities, Hilton is introduc-
ing measures to minimise waste during 
the holy month of Ramadan and drive 
awareness around local sourcing and food 
waste. The initiative is in line with Hilton’s 
Travel with Purpose 2030 Goals to reduce 
food waste sent to landfill by 50 percent. 

The partnership will combine Hil-
ton’s drive towards a net zero future, 
UNEP’s ‘Recipe of Change’ food waste 
reduction campaign and Winnow’s AI 
technology – allowing for digitally led 
tracking of food waste throughout Ram-
adan. In doing so, Hilton will gather data 
to predict future procurement and pro-
duction needs while also minimising its 
long-term environmental impact.

As part of the initiative, participat-
ing Hilton hotels across Qatar, KSA and 
the UAE will compost excess food waste, 
prioritise local food sourcing within a 50-
mile radius, promote plant-based dishes, 
restrict plastic use across operations, and 
partner with food banks. 

In Qatar, Waldorf Astoria Lusail 
Doha will offer guests a tasteful dining 
experience at Bywater Restaurant with 
breath-taking views of the stunning Ara-
bian Gulf. The restaurant takes pride in 
serving locally sourced produce from the 
Al Wabra Farm, showcasing a meticu-
lously crafted menu that plays an active 
role in reducing food-related emissions. 

The hotel has also partnered with the 
Hifz Alnaema Food Bank to reinforce 
charitable giving during the holy month.

Emma Banks, vice president, F&B 
strategy & development, EMEA, Hilton, 
said: “We are delighted to embrace the 
Holy Month of Ramadan with the intro-
duction of the Green Ramadan initiative. 
Our partner, Winnow, will play a crucial 
role in this digital-first approach by col-
lecting food waste data and using it to 
inform our local procurement require-
ments. We’re also aligning closely with 
UNEP West Asia’s ongoing ‘Recipe of 
Change’ campaign aimed at reducing 
food waste across the value chain”. 

Sami Dimassi, UNEP representative 
and regional director, West Asia, said: 
“Reducing food waste is not only about 
saving food, but also about saving re-
sources. The only way forward is to work 
hand-in-hand by engaging the local com-
munity, private sector, and influencers. 
Today, every plate counts and so does 
every wasted plate. Let us all fight food 
waste and work towards a more sustain-
able future”. 

Marc Zornes, CEO and co-founder, 
Winnow, added: “Winnow is delighted 
to partner with Hilton and UNEP West 
Asia on this initiative during Ramadan. 
Food waste is an important area of inter-
est for the region from a social and envi-
ronmental perspective. Our intention is 
for this collaboration to be underpinned 
by real-world data and behavioural sci-
ence, offering a playbook for the industry 
to tackle food waste.”

In a global first, Hilton will show-
case its new Green Ramadan initi-
ative at Waldorf Astoria Lusail 
Doha. The campaign aims to 
improve local sourcing and reduce 
food waste across hotels in Qatar, 
KSA and the UAE 

The jewellery group will partner with NGOs and other organisations 
to distribute iftar meals among the needy in GCC and Far East

Qatar Charity takes outstanding orphans on Umrah trip
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR Charity (QC) organised 
Umrah trip for 20 outstanding 
orphans of Pakistan as part of its 
‘Rofaqa’ initiative. 

Yousuf Abdulla Al Khulaifi, 
general supervisor of the ‘Ro-
faqa’ initiative, welcomed the 
orphans, praising their excel-
lence and congratulating them 
for performing Umrah. 

The supervisors of the Um-
rah trip from Qatar Charity’s 
headquarters and its Pakistan of-
fice accompanied the children in 
performing Umrah and visiting 
Medina and many other places.

In a statement, Khulaifi said 
the Umrah trip is part of Qatar 
Charity’s keenness to provide 

comprehensive care to the or-
phans through the ‘Rofaqa’ initia-
tive and encourage them to excel 
in various aspects. He added that 
Qatar Charity organises various 
activities for them to contribute 

to improving their knowledge 
and developing their capabilities. 

He noted that the orphans 
who participated in this trip were 
selected based on their excel-
lence in memorising the Holy 

Quran, their academic achieve-
ment and behavioural discipline.

He added that the 10-day 
Umrah trip included a visit to 
Masjid Al-Haram, (the Great 
Mosque of Mecca) and Al-Masjid 

An-Nabawī, (Prophet’s Mosque), 
in addition to visits to the holy 
sites, historical mosques and 
museums in Mecca and Medina. 
The trip also comprised cultural 
activities and competitions.

The orphans expressed their 
delight with the Umrah trip. 

“When I heard that I was se-
lected to perform Umrah, there 
was no control over my tears,” said 
16-year-old Mohammad Ahmad. 
“This is the biggest wish of my life 
which QC and its donor fulfilled.”

Shayan Khan, a 15-year-old 
memoriser of the Quran, said: “It 
was my wish to recite the Quran 
in Medina, but I never expected 
that it would come true so quick-
ly. I am very thankful to Qatar 
Charity and donors who gave me 
an opportunity for this holy trip.” 

Before the Umrah trip, QC’s 
Pakistan office provided Ihram 
(Umrah dress), shoes, hand 
bags, personal hygiene kits and 
necessary items for the spon-
sored orphans.
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Portuguese community displays harmony 
and unity away from motherland

Spanish envoy hosts ‘Friends 
Of Spain Awards’ gala dinner 
A

MBASSADOR of 
Spain to Qatar HE 
Javier Carbajosa 
hosted 2023 An-
nual ‘Friends Of 

Spain Awards’ Gala Dinner at 
his residence recently. Those 
present on the auspicious occa-
sion included recipients of the 
2023 Friends of Spain Awards 
namely, Omar Alfardan, CEO 
Alfardan Group; Jamal Al 
Khalaf, CEO of Umm Al Houl 
Power; and Nasser Al-Khater, 
CEO, Qatar World Cup 2022. 

The other guests included 
David Quintanilla Alvarez, 
chairman, Chamber of Com-
merce of Spain in Qatar (Ca-
mara); Josefa Sandoval, gen-
eral secretary and master of 
ceremony, Camara; members 
of the Spanish business com-
munity, and members of the 
media. 

Welcoming the guests, HE 
Carbajosa praised the devel-
opments in Qatar especially 
the recent hosting of the well-
organised FIFA World Cup. 
The 2022 World Cup, he not-
ed, was “an amazing display 
of great determination and 
confidence shown by Qatar, 
especially immediately after 
passing through difficult times. 
In fact, all the world has gone 

through the pandemic for over 
two years”. 

“Qatar has achieved a 
strong sense of identity, a new 
face of more active and more 
determined nation ready to 
meet new challenges, new ho-
rizons that Qatar is looking 
onward. Spain would like to 
be a partner in the new phase 
of development of Qatar, to be 
present with Qatar in new mo-
ments,” he added. 

Qatar and Spain, he said, 
enjoy strategic and close bi-
lateral relations as witnessed 
from the visits last year by His 
Highness the Amir of State of 
Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Ham-
ad Al Thani to Spain and His 
Majesty King Felipe of Spain’s 
visit to Qatar to attend part of 
the FIFA World Cup matches. 

“As the ambassador of 
Spain to Qatar, I wish to see 
Qatar and Spain working to-
gether and enjoy these endeav-
ors in future,” the envoy said.  

The ambassador congratu-
lated the recipients of the 2023 
Friends of Spain Awards for 
promoting bilateral trade and 
cultural relations between the 
two countries.  

He praised the Chamber of 
Commerce of Spain in Qatar 
(Camara) for its hard work and 
for playing its role in building 
stronger relations between the 
two countries since its incep-
tion in 2009. “From 10 compa-
nies in 2009, and now having 
65 Qatar-based Spanish com-
panies as members is amazing 
growth. There are around 200 
Spanish companies direct or 

indirectly operating in various 
activities. This shows the good 
relationship that we enjoy,” the 
envoy noted. 

Meanwhile, talking to Qa-
tar Tribune on the occasion, 
Nasser Al-Khater thanked Ca-
mara and the ambassador of 
Spain for selecting him as one 
of the recipients of the Friends 
of Spain Awards. “Camara and 
the Spanish business com-
munity have played and con-
tinue to play a big role in the 
economy of Qatar. They have 
contributed significantly to 

the development of the World 
Cup plans and delivery of the 
World Cup, so it’s a pleasure 
to be among them paying our 
thanks and gratitude for their 
hard work and for being great 
partners to the State of Qatar,” 
he said. 

David Quintanilla Alva-
rez, chairman of Camara, 
briefed the gathering about the 
achievements of Camara since 
it was established in 2009 by 
a small group of 10 business-
men and representatives creat-
ing Spanish Business Council. 

“Today, in March 2023, three 
months after the conclusion of 
the World Cup, we are proud to 
say that the Chamber of Com-
merce has reached a new re-
cord number of members, 65, 
with the widest range of sectors 
we have ever had in Qatar – oil 
and gas, roads, railways and 
metro, water treatment and 
maintenance, urban mainte-
nance and operations, facility 
services, energy, IT, Big data 
management, R&D on artificial 
intelligence and many others,” 
he said.

A
MBASSADOR of 
Portugal to Qatar 
HE Paulo Neves 
Pocinho joined 
his countrymen 

recently at a gathering in the 
embassy premises to show 
harmony and unity. 

HE Pocinho was earlier the 
ambassador in Islamabad be-
fore taking charge in Qatar in 
2022, just before the historical 
World Cup tournament hosted 
by the State of Qatar.

Portuguese community in-
itiative ‘Gente da nossa Terra’ 
(People of our land) has start-
ed recently with the aim of 
bringing the Portuguese expat 
community in Qatar together 
by organising social and cul-
tural events under the umbrel-
la of the Portuguese embassy 
in Qatar.

Portuguese business com-
munity and professionals and 
Gente da nossa Terra also ini-
tiated steps to establish Portu-
guese Business Council Qatar. 
The gathering gave them an 
opportunity to discuss and in-
troduce themselves to the em-
bassy officials as well as to the 
entire community members.

In his address to the com-
munity members, ambassa-
dor Pocinho said he had the 
opportunity to witness dyna-
mism, youth and energy in the 
community starting with the 
enormous and fervent support 
given to the national team dur-

ing the FIFA 2022 World Cup, 
which made him very proud as 
a Portuguese citizen and as an 
ambassador. 

“The leadership and or-
ganisational skills demon-
strated at that moment were 
certainly the germ of what 
began to be born next. This 
sparked a desire to get to know 
the Portuguese community in 
Qatar. The role of Portuguese 
fans of Qatar during the World 
Cup, as well the new initiative 

Gente da nossa Terra and the 
Portuguese Business Council 
in helping each other to or-
ganise and promote initiatives 
together has tremendous po-
tential,” he said. 

Gente da nossa Terra (Peo-
ple of our Land) is an initia-
tive of dedicated community 
leader Ms. Elisabete Reis of 
the group ‘Portugal Fans Qa-
tar 2022’, and this helped con-
nect the Portuguese fans of 
different nationalities based in 

Qatar at a fast pace, setting the 
ball rolling on different fronts. 

Ana Teixeira said, “There 
are many ideas that we would 
like to put into practice. Step 
by step, we will try to boost ini-
tiatives in favor of our commu-
nity interaction. Festive dates, 
workshops, cultural activities, 
are some of the examples.”

The Portuguese Business 
Council (PBC) was established 
in Qatar on 20 June 2016 with 
the aim of strengthening bi-

lateral relations between Por-
tugal and Qatar, mainly in the 
economic and cultural fields 
offering support and help to 
people of both countries. 

The new management 
members of the Portuguese 
Business Council are Francisco 
Miguel deSousa (Chairman), 
Carlos Xavier (Vice President 
Corporate Affairs), Fernando 
Antunes (Treasurer) and Ma-
nuel Ramalho (Vice President 
International Affairs).

Francisco Miguel De 
Sousa said, “The Portuguese 
Business Council believes in 

the importance of increas-
ing the share of Portuguese 
products and services in the 
local market and the promo-
tion of the activities of these 
companies. It provides an in-
formal networking platform 
through which the companies 
can develop their businesses, 
in addition to promoting par-
ticipation in various local and 
international trade fairs and 
forums organised in Qatar. All 
Portuguese or foreign com-
panies, as well as citizens and 
residents in Qatar, can be part 
of this institution.”

HE Paulo Neves Pocinho (third from right) with Portuguese Business Council officials.

Slice of the West
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For events and press releases email 
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call (974) 4000 2222

Ashraf Siddiqui

Qatar has achieved a strong sense of 
identity, a new face of more active and 

more determined nation ready to meet new 
challenges, said Ambassador of Spain to 

Qatar HE Javier Carbajosa

David Quintanilla Alvarez
Ambreen Qazi, the Spanish ambassador’s spouse, presents the 
2023 Friends of Spain Award to Nasser Al-Khater.

Children at the venue.

A group of guests with Mrs Ambreen Qazi (fifth from left), the spouse of the ambassador of Spain.
(From right) HE Javier Carbajosa, Mrs Ambreen Qazi, Omar Fardan, Nasser Al-Khater, Jamal AlKhalaf and 
David Quintanilla Al Varez.
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TYLER COWEN

W
ITH the introduction of 
GPT-4 and Claude, AI 
has taken another big 
step forward. GPT-4 is 
human-level or better 

at many hard tasks, a huge im-
provement over GPT-3.5, which 
was released only a few months 
ago. Yet amid the debate over 
these advances, there has been 
very little discussion of one of 
the most profound effects of 
AI large language models: how 
they will reshape childhood.

In the future, every middle-
class kid will grow up with a 
personalized AI assistant — so 
long as the parents are OK with 
that.

As for the children, most of 
them will be willing if not down-
right eager. When I was 4 years 
old, I had an imaginary friend 
who lived under the refrig-
erator, called (ironically) Bing 
Bing. I would talk to him and re-
port his opinions to my parents 
and sister.

In the near future, such 
friends will be quite real, albeit 
automated, and they will talk 
back to our children as directly 
as we wish. Having an AI service 
for your child will be as normal 
as having a pet, except the AI 
service will never bite. It will 
be carried around in something 
like a tablet, though with a de-
sign that is oriented toward the 
AI.

Recent developments sug-
gest that AI models can be both 
commoditized and custom-
ized more easily and cheaply 
than expected. So parents will 
be able to choose what kind of 
companion they want their kids 
to have — in contrast to the free-
for-all of the internet. The avail-
able services likely will include 
education and tutoring, text or 
vocalizations of what the fam-
ily pet might be thinking, danc-
ing cartoon avatars, and much 
more. Companies will compete 
to offer products that parents 
think will be good for their kids. 
Some of the AIs might even read 

bedtime stories (in fact, I’ve al-
ready heard some of them).

Many parents may be re-
luctant to let their kids become 
attached to an AI. But I predict 
that most families will welcome 
it. For one, parents will be able 
to turn off the connection when-
ever they wish. Simply clicking a 
button is easier than yanking an 
iPad out of a kid’s grasp.

Most of all, letting your kid 
have an AI companion will bring 
big advantages. Your child will 
learn to read and write much 
faster and better, and will do 
better in school. Or maybe you 
want your kid to master Spanish 
or Chinese, but you can’t afford 
an expensive tutor who comes 
only twice a week. Do you want 
your child to learn how to read 
music? The AI services will be 
as limited or as expansive as you 
want them to be.

It is an open question how 
quickly schools will embrace 
these new methods of learning. 
At some point, however, they 
will become part of the cur-
riculum. Competitive pressures 
will make parents reluctant to 
withhold AI from their kids. 

Even if the AIs are not present 
in the classroom, some kids 
will use them to help do their 
homework, gaining a big advan-
tage, and the practice will likely 
spread.

Of course children will use 
these AIs for purposes far be-
yond what their parents intend. 
They will become playthings, 
companions, entertainers and 
much more. When I was a 
kid, with no internet and me-
diocre TV, I created imaginary 
worlds in the dirt, or with sim-
ple household items, and my 
parents often had no clue. The 
AI services will become part of 
this model of spontaneous play, 
even if parents try to make them 
purely educational.

What about teenagers? Well, 
many parents may allow their 
kids to speak with AI therapists. 
It might be better than nothing, 
and perhaps better than many 
human therapists.

It is easy enough to imag-
ine the problems. Socially con-
servative parents won’t be able 
to stop their kids from visiting 
friends whose AIs teach about 
sex education. Many kids may 

manage to “jailbreak” their AIs, 
getting them talking about sex 
and violence, even in an educa-
tional context (try Roman his-
tory). And while the rise of AI 
won’t necessarily increase ine-
quality, it’s hard to argue that it 
won’t confer even more advan-
tages on wealthy and middle-
class kids.

But the biggest drawback 
might simply be that the AI ser-
vices work too well, and kids 
become very attached to them, 
neglecting friends and fam-
ily. They might be such good 
babysitters that parents won’t 
always pull the plug when they 
should. They might, in short, be 
the 21st century version of tel-
evision.

What will it be like to grow 
up with such companions? No-
body really knows. But an entire 
generation is about to find out.

(Tyler Cowen is a 
Bloomberg Opinion col-
umnist. He is a professor of 
economics at George Ma-
son University and writes 
for the blog Marginal Rev-
olution.)
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AI Is About To  
Transform Childhood. 

Are We Ready?
In the future, middle-class kids will learn from, play with and grow 

attached to their own personalized AI chatbots

NICHOLAS GOLDBERG

S
WITZERLAND is a small coun-
try that is not known for too 
many things. It’s got its cheese, 
its banks, its mountains, its 
neutrality, its watches, its pock-

etknives and its chocolate.
If any of those is threatened — 

threatened with cultural appropria-
tion, that is — beware! The Swiss take 
this stuff seriously.

That’s what accounts for two re-
cent crises, one over the labeling of 
gruyere cheese and another over the 
packaging of Toblerone chocolates. 
(Perhaps you blinked and missed 
them.)

Let’s start with gruyere.
Gruyere is, as the “Oxford Com-

panion to Cheese” puts it, “among the 
greatest of all cheeses.” It originated in 
La Gruyère, a region not far from the 
French-Swiss border, where it’s been 
produced for almost 1,000 years. A 
smooth, mild, hard cheese, it is made 
from the unpasteurized milk of cows 
that roam idyllic pastures high in the 
mountains using rigorous traditional 
methods passed down through the 
generations.

But in the last few decades it’s 
been made elsewhere too. And the 
Swiss are not happy about it, nor are 
their neighbors in France.

At issue before the US 4th Circuit 
Court of Appeals earlier this month 

was whether American cheese makers 
in Wisconsin, Idaho and elsewhere 
are within their rights to make and 
label cheese under the name gruyere 
— even though they’ve only been do-
ing so for several decades, they don’t 
adhere strictly to the traditional pro-
cess and the cheese they’re selling isn’t 
from La Gruyère or La Gruyère adja-
cent.

The Swiss and French cheese 
makers said, well, of course they’re 
not. Bien sûr que non!

The Americans, for their part, said 
the Europeans should chill out and get 
over themselves. The name gruyere is 
generic, like bologna or frankfurters.

No one expects bologna to come 
from Bologna.

Now it’s true that this dispute 
doesn’t have the significance of the 
war in Ukraine or the gathering cli-
mate crisis.

But it captured my attention. Bit-
ter cheese makers fighting an across-
the-ocean battle! And there’s a fair 
amount of cheese at stake. Seven mil-
lion pounds of gruyere were imported 
from Switzerland in 2020 and almost 
40,000 pounds of French gruyere 
were sold in the U.S. in 2016, accord-
ing to the court of appeals. Millions 
more pounds of so-called gruyere are 
produced in the U.S.

In the end, the American cheese 
makers won the day. They convinced 
first the U.S. Patent and Trademark 

Office, then a federal district court and 
finally last month the 4th Circuit ap-
peals court that the name “gruyere” has 
become generic. Under the law, that 
means that when U.S. consumers go 
into a store and ask for gruyere they un-
derstand it to be a type of cheese — not 
a cheese made in a particular region.

But I’ll go out on a limb and say I 
think that’s just the wrong way to look 
at the issue.

There’s a principle at stake. It’s 
their cheese, not ours. It’s their tra-
dition. 

By and large, Americans under-
stand that champagne comes from the 
Champagne wine region in France, 
and that if it’s from elsewhere, it 
should be called “sparkling wine.”

Roquefort cheese has had a pro-
tective designation under US rules 
since 1953. Parmigiano Reggiano 
cheese also gets a certification mark 
like the one the Swiss and French 
were seeking for gruyere. Those desig-

nations make it much harder for oth-
ers to co-opt the name.

So what is gruyere — chopped 
liver? Why doesn’t it deserve protec-
tion too?

Allowing the name to be used by 
any old cheese maker because it has 
become generic is circular logic. Of 
course Americans don’t associate 
gruyere exclusively with the moun-
tains of Europe — because for decades 
they’ve also seen gruyere from Wis-
consin and elsewhere on supermarket 
shelves. Now that false branding has 
become the justification for continu-
ing the charade.

It seems to me that 1,000 years 
ought to count for something. Stand-
ards matter; traditions matter; names 
matter. If US cheese makers want to 
make a similar cheese, no one is stop-
ping them. But they shouldn’t pretend 
it’s gruyere.

But OK, enough about cheese. 
Let’s move on to another dispute over 
Switzerland’s cultural legacy.

This time the issue is chocolate. 
Specifically, Toblerone chocolate.

Toblerone was founded 115 years 
ago by a Swiss confectioner named 
Theodor Tobler. The chocolates are 
so identified with that country that 
their package includes a depiction of 
the national flag and the landmark 
Swiss mountain, the Matterhorn. The 
chocolates are even shaped like the 
Matterhorn, sort of.

But now, the chocolate maker has 
decided to move some of its chocolate 
production out of the country. It is be-
ing outsourced to Bratislava, the capi-
tal of Slovakia, where wages are lower 
and, presumably, chocolate-making is 
cheaper.

Who made such a decision? The cur-
rent owner of Toblerone — Mondelēz 
International, an Illinois-based con-
glomerate that also owns Oreos, Trident 
gum, Tang and, until recently, Philadel-
phia Cream Cheese. (Hey, is that really 
made in Philadelphia?)

Unfortunately for Mondelēz, the 
country’s laws regarding “Swissness” 
allow national symbols to be used to 
promote chocolate only when 100% 
of the product’s milk and 80% of its 
other materials are sourced from 
Switzerland.

So last week the company an-
nounced that to comply with Swiss 
law, the image of the Matterhorn and 
the national flag will be removed from 
the chocolate box.

This issue doesn’t get me as exer-
cised as the fate of gruyere, but I must 
admit I was dismayed to learn that my 
go-to Swiss chocolate was actually be-
ing made in Slovakia by an American 
conglomerate.

There are plenty of benefits to glo-
balization, no doubt. But at the same 
time, multinationalism, commercial-
ism and conglomeration have their 
drawbacks.

LAST week, after hawkish testimony from Federal 
Reserve Chair Jerome Powell, markets penciled in 
a half-point increase in interest rates following the 

central bank’s next policy meeting. On Friday, the run 
on Silicon Valley Bank and subsequent fears of a wider 
crisis changed many investors’ minds. Some bet that 
the Fed would forgo further rate hikes entirely this 
year.

The latest inflation figures suggest that would be a 
mistake. The need to keep pressing down on demand 
hasn’t gone away, and the SVB fiasco shouldn’t deflect 
the Fed from the goal Powell outlined: getting the infla-
tion rate back down to its stated goal of 2%.

Consumer prices rose 0.4% in February, or 4.5% at 
an annual rate. Core CPI inflation, excluding food and 
energy, rose by 0.5%, or 5.6% at an annual rate. The 
prices of core services, to which the Fed pays especially 
close attention (albeit using a different metric), went 
up 0.6%, or 7.7% on an annual basis. New figures for 
wholesale prices pointed the other way, surprising ana-
lysts by showing a decline. Taken together, the numbers 
suggest that the trend in inflation may be flattening out 
at more than twice the central bank’s target — and that 
the current policy rate of 4.5% – 4.75%, far from being 

appropriately restric-
tive, is still zero or less 
in real terms.

To be sure, if regu-
lators had let the SVB 
emergency — fol-
lowed by the collapse 
of Signature Bank 
and investors’ flight 
from some smaller 
institutions — trigger 
a system-wide finan-
cial meltdown, there’d 
be no need for higher 
rates. In that case, ex-
cess demand would’ve 
been the least of the 
Fed’s problems. As 
things stand, though, 

the risk of contagion has been dealt with, and the 
knock-on effects on the broader economy will likely be 
minimal.

Those calling for a pause in monetary tightening 
argue that the fright over SVB shouldn’t be separated 
from the economic outlook. They say that it points to 
the dangers in raising interest rates too abruptly, and 
that the scare is itself a leading indicator of subsiding 
demand — it shows that the tightening already applied 
is finally starting to work.

Neither objection is persuasive. Raising interest 
rates is indeed risky, and not just because it imposes 
unrealized losses on banks like SVB that channeled 
very large deposits into long-duration fixed-rate secu-
rities. But failing to get inflation under firmer control is 
even riskier. A pause now might only delay, not avoid, 
the need for higher rates — and could necessitate even 
bigger subsequent increases. As to whether the tight-
ening to date is sufficient, the failure of an unusual 
and badly run bank is hardly dispositive. The inflation 
numbers, together with labor-market indicators, give a 
better read on the state of demand, and their message, 
for the moment, is unequivocal.

SVB certainly makes one thing clear: All of a sud-
den, things can change. The situation bears watching, 
and the Fed should always be attentive to new infor-
mation. For the moment, though, assuring the safety of 
the financial system and getting on top of inflation are 
separate tasks. This is no time to retreat.

The Fed Needs  
To Keep Hiking  
Despite SVB Turmoil

Whose Cheese Is It Anyway? 

Those calling for a pause in 
monetary tightening argue 
that the fright over SVB 
shouldn’t be separated from 
the economic outlook. They 
say that it points to the dan-
gers in raising interest rates 
too abruptly, and that the 
scare is itself a leading indi-
cator of subsiding demand 
— it shows that the tighten-
ing already applied is finally 
starting to work.
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RUSSIAN President Vladimir 
Putin paid an unannounced 
visit to the occupied Ukrain-
ian port city of Mariupol, the 
Kremlin announced on Sun-
day.

Putin paid a “working visit” 
to the city destroyed in heavy 
fighting, the state-run TASS 
news agency reported. After ar-
rived in a helicopter, he visited 
locations in the city and spoke 
with residents, according to 
TASS. 

During the trip, Russian 
Deputy Prime Minister Marat 
Khusnullin updated Putin 
about reconstruction works in 
the area. 

The visit comes after Pu-
tin visited Crimea to mark the 
ninth anniversary of the Black 
Sea peninsula’s annexation 
from Ukraine, a move most 
of the world condemned as il-
legal. Putin also visited a chil-
dren’s educational camp at the 
ancient Chersonesus city exca-

vation site, inside present-day 
Sevastopol. Russia launched its 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine 

on February 24 last year. The 
fighting over Mariupol, in the 
Donetsk region, began in Feb-

ruary and raged until Russia 
took the city’s last defenders 
captive in May.

Putin visits occupied Mariupol

Video grab released by Russian broadcaster VGTRK  shows Russia’s President Vladimir Putin (L) speaking 
with residents at Ukranian city of Mariupol on late Saturday. (AFP)

The visit comes after his trip to Crimea to mark the ninth anniversary of the Black Sea peninsula’s annexation from Ukraine

THE death toll in southeast Africa due to the exceptionally 
long-lasting Tropical Cyclone Freddy has risen to 522, accord-
ing to authorities in Malawi, Mozambique and Madagascar. 
Disaster management authorities in Malawi, which the cyclone 
has hit the hardest, reported on Saturday that the death toll 
there had risen to 438. Malawi’s president, Lazarus Chakwera, 
declared Thursday a 14-day national mourning period. There 
are hundreds of evacuation centres set up across the country 
for survivors, with tens of thousands in Malawi left homeless 
and approximately 345,000 people affected by the heavy rains, 
floods and landslides. The cyclone left a trail of devastation in 
southeast Africa. Neighbouring Mozambique and the island na-
tion of Madagascar have also been affected. In Mozambique, 
at least 67 people died, according to President Filipe Nyusi, 
with 50,000 more displaced.The death toll in both nations is 
expected to continue to climb.  (DPA)

Cyclone Freddy death toll surpasses 500

News 
in brief

Serbia, Kosovo talks progress

TOKYO: The South Korean military said North Korea fired a 
short-range ballistic missile towards the waters off its eastern 
coast on Sunday. The general staff in Seoul said the missile 
flew about 800 kilometres towards the East Sea, as the Sea 
of Japan is known, before falling into open waters between the 
Korean Peninsula and Japan. “North Korea has launched a 
suspected ballistic missile,” the office of Japanese Prime Min-
ister Fumio Kishida also tweeted. The United States once again 
sent a B-1B long-range bomber to South Korea for air force 
exercises. The launch comes after Pyongyang fired its largest 
intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), the Hwasongpho-17, on 
Thursday - hours before a meeting between the South Korean 
president and Japanese prime minister in Tokyo. The recent 
North Korean tests are considered to be a response to ongoing 
US military exercises with Seoul. Both countries deny Pyong-
yang’s accusations that they are preparing for an attack. (DPA)

Pyongyang fires ballistic missile to sea

OHRID, North Macedonia:  The leaders of Serbia and Kosovo 
made progress in marathon weekend talks to regulate rela-
tions between the two Balkan countries but remain divided 
on several aspects. “We have a deal,” EU foreign policy 
chief Josep Borrell told journalists late Saturday in the North 
Macedonian seaside resort of Ohrid following 12 hours of 
negotiations. “We have an agreement on how to do it.” He 
acknowledged that the negotiators had started with a “more 
ambitious and detailed” proposal. Borrell had mediated the 
talks between Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic and Ko-
sovo Prime Minister Albin Kurti, together with the European 
Union’s Balkan special envoy Miroslav Lajcák. Kosovo, which 
today is almost exclusively inhabited by ethnic Albanians, 
seceded from Serbia in 1999 with NATO support and declared 
itself independent in 2008, although it remains unrecognized 
by Serbia. (DPA)

Israeli, Palestinian officials meet in Egypt

Road crash kills 19 in BangladeshEarthquake in Ecuador,  
Peru kills at least 15

Macron’s leadership at risk over pension plan

AL JAZEERA
CAIRO 

ISRAELI and Palestinian Au-
thority (PA) officials are meeting 
in Egypt for talks amid criticism 
and calls for a boycott by Pales-
tinian political parties.

The one-day meeting, also 
attended by Egyptian, US and 
Jordanian officials, began on 
Sunday in the Egyptian resort 
city of Sharm el-Sheikh.

The talks come ahead of 
Ramadan, set to begin on 
Thursday, in a diplomatic ef-
fort to maintain “calm” during 
the Muslim holy month, when 
matters often escalate between 
Israeli forces and Palestinians in 
the occupied Palestinian territo-
ries. The situation on the ground 
has been tense for more than 
a year, with frequent raids and 
near-daily killings of Palestin-
ians by the Israeli army, which 
have only spiked under the new 
extreme right-wing Israeli gov-
ernment sworn in at the end of 
last year.

A statement by Egypt’s for-
eign ministry said the talks aim 

“to support dialogue between 
the Palestinian and Israeli sides 
to work to stop unilateral actions 
and escalation and to break the 
existing cycle of violence and 
achieve calm”.

This could “facilitate the 
creation of a climate suitable for 
the resumption of the peace pro-
cess”, the statement added.

On Saturday, top PA offi-
cial Hussein al-Sheikh said the 
Palestinian delegation would 
be participating in order to “de-
fend the rights of our Palestin-
ian people to freedom and in-
dependence” and “[request] an 
end to this continuous Israeli 
aggression against us and to stop 
all measures and policies that 
violate our blood, land, property 
and sanctities”.

According to Israeli media, 
National Security Advisor Tzachi 
Hanegbi, intelligence (Shin Bet) 
chief Ronen Bar, and military 
general Ghassan Alian lead the 
Israeli delegation.

All major Palestinian politi-
cal parties, except Fatah, which 
runs the PA, opposed the talks 
and called for a boycott. Hamas, 

the armed group that governs 
the besieged Gaza Strip, said it 
“rejects the conference in Sharm 
al-Sheikh”.

Spokesman Mousa Abu Mar-
zouq said in a statement pub-
lished on Friday that “European 
and American authorities issue 
statements about the crimes of the 
[Israeli] occupation, but do not 
take any measures to pressure the 
Israeli entity to stop its crimes”.

In a joint statement, the Pal-
estinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) and 
the Popular Front for the Libera-
tion of Palestine (PFLP) political 
parties said the PA’s insistence 
on joining the Sharm al-Sheikh 
summit “constitutes a coup 
against popular will”.

They said Israel is “taking 
advantage of these summits 
and security meetings to launch 
more aggression against our 
people”.

Sunday’s talks follow a US-
brokered summit in Jordan last 
month involving the PA and 
Israeli officials – the first of its 
kind in years. That meeting was 
also met with widespread oppo-
sition and failed to restrict the 

Israeli occupation’s escalating 
oppressive measures against 
Palestinians.

While the closing statement 
of the Aqaba Summit in Jordan 
claimed Israel agreed to halt an-
nouncing new illegal settlements 
for several months, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
denied any such commitments 
being made barely hours after 
the end of the meeting.

“Contrary to reports and 
tweets about the meeting in Jor-
dan, there is no change in Israeli 
policy,” Israeli National Security 
Adviser Tzachi Hanegbi said at 
the time.

Israel has built hundreds of 
illegal settlements and outposts, 
home to about 700,000 Israeli 
settlers, across the occupied 
West Bank, Gaza Strip and East 
Jerusalem, blocking the possibil-
ity of an independent Palestinian 
state on those territories, which 
Israel militarily occupied in 1967.

Israeli forces and settlers have 
killed 89 Palestinians, including 
18 children and one woman, this 
year, according to the Palestinian 
Ministry of Health.

AGENCIES 
DHAKA

AT least 19 people have been 
killed and up to 25 were in-
jured in Bangladesh after a bus 
smashed through a highway 
fence and plunged into a road-
side ditch in Bangladesh.

The police said they sus-
pected the driver lost control at 
8am (02:00 GMT) on Sunday 
and hit the railing of a recently 
built major expressway, send-
ing the bus, carrying more than 
40 passengers, tumbling nine 
metres (30 feet) into the ditch.

“The death toll has risen to 
19. At least 12 people were criti-
cally injured. They have been 
sent to Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital in the capital,” local 
police chief Masud Alam told 
AFP news agency after the 
crash in the southern district of 
Shibchar.

The death toll could rise 
further as some of the injured 
passengers are in critical con-
dition, said Anowar Hossain, 
police official of Shibchar, 
where the crash occurred. The 

city is 80km (50 miles) from 
the capital Dhaka. Road ac-
cidents are frequent in Bang-
ladesh due to old and badly 
maintained vehicles and roads, 
as well as poorly trained driv-

ers. Fatal road accidents have 
been on the rise despite the 
government saying it will re-
duce them by 50 percent by 
2030.

In July last year, nearly 
400 people were killed and 
nearly twice that number were 
injured in more than 300 road 
accidents in the two weeks 
around the Eid al-Adha holi-
days in Bangladesh.

According to the Bangla-
deshi passengers’ welfare asso-
ciation, a record 9,951 people 
were killed in road accidents in 
Bangladesh last year.

DPA
MACHALA

AUTHORITIES said a 
6.8-magnitude earthquake 
shook Ecuador and neigh-
bouring Peru on Saturday and 
killed at least 15 people. The 
US Geological Survey said 
the quake struck Ecuador’s 
coastal Guayas region, with the 
epicentre about 80 kilometres 
south of Guayaquil, Ecuador’s 
second-largest city. The quake 
was about 66 kilometres deep, 
USGS said. In Educador, 14 
people were killed, while al-
most 400 were injured, the Ec-
uadorian Secretariat for Risk 
Management reported. Most 
were killed in the El Oro prov-
ince, while fatalities had also 
been recorded in Azuay, in the 
Andean highlands, the Ecua-

dorian newspaper El Comercio 
reported. Ecuadorian Presi-
dent Guillermo Lasso called 
for calm and travelled to the 
most affected provinces. In 
Peru. Prime Minister Alberto 
Otárola said a young girl died 
on the border with Ecuador af-
ter her home collapsed in the 
Tumbes region.The countries 
lie on the Pacific Ring of Fire, 
marked by seismic upheaval 
with 128 active volcanoes.

AGENCIES 
PARIS

PRESIDENT Emmanuel Ma-
cron had hoped his push to 
raise the retirement age from 
62 to 64 would cement his 
legacy as the president who 
transformed France’s economy 
for the 21st century. Instead, 
he finds his leadership con-
tested in parliament and on 
the streets of major cities. His 
move to force a pension reform 
bill without a vote has infuri-
ated the political opposition. It 
could hamper his government’s 
ability to pass legislation for 
the remaining four years of his 
term. Demonstrators hoisted 

the parody photo at protests 
after Macron chose at the last 
minute Thursday to invoke the 
government’s constitutional 
power to pass the bill without a 
vote at the National Assembly. 

He has remained silent on the 
topic since then. Macron often 
has been accused of arrogance 
and being out of touch. Per-
ceived as “the president of the 
rich,″ he stirred resentment for 

telling a jobless man he only 
needed to “cross the street” 
to find work and by suggest-
ing some French workers were 
“lazy.” Now, Macron’s govern-
ment has alienated citizens “for 
a long time” to come by using 
the special authority it has un-
der Article 49.3 of the French 
Constitution to impose a widely 
unpopular change, Brice Tein-
turier, deputy director general 
of the Ipsos poll institute, said.

The only winners are far-
right leader Marine Le Pen and 
her National Rally party and 
France’s labour unions, Teintu-
rier said. Le Pen was runner-up 
to Macron in the country’s last 
two presidential elections.
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Pedestrians walk past full waste bins in Paris. (AFP)

People gather around a bus that met with an accident in Madaripur, 
Bangladesh on Sunday. (AFP)

South Africa aware of legal 
obligations about Putin’s visit

AGENCIES
JOHANNESBURG

SOUTH Africa is aware of its 
legal obligation, a spokes-
person for President Cyril 
Ramaphosa said on Sunday, 
referring to a proposed visit by 
Vladimir Putin after an inter-
national court issued an arrest 
warrant against the Russian 
leader. Russian President was 
expected to visit South Africa 
in August to attend a BRICS 
summit.

“We are, as the govern-
ment, cognisant of our legal 
obligation. However, between 
now and the summit, we will 
remain engaged with various 
relevant stakeholders,” spokes-
person Vincent Magwenya 
said. While there has been no 
official confirmation of Putin’s 
visit, he has been expected to 

attend the 15th BRICS summit, 
as he did in 2013.

But such a visit would place 
Ramaphosa’s government, 
which has not condemned Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine, in a 
precarious position after the 
arrest warrant issued by the 
International Criminal Court 
(ICC) on Friday.

“We note the report on the 
warrant of arrest that the ICC 
has issued,” Magwenya said.

While there has been no 
official confirmation of 
Putin’s visit, he has been 
expected to attend the 
15th BRICS summit, as he 
did in 2013

According to the 
Bangladeshi passengers’ 
welfare association, a 
record 9,951 people were 
killed in road accidents in 
Bangladesh last year.
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Tax return  
period  
announced

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE General Tax Authority 
(GTA) announced the tax re-
turn period for the year 2022 
to no later than April 30, 2023.

In a statement on Sunday, 
the authority said on the provi-
sions of Law No. (24) of 2018 
Promulgating the Income Tax 
Law, the submission of the tax 
return for the tax year ending 
on Dec. 31, 2022, must be no 
later than April 30, 2023, for 
all entities subject to this law, 
whether it is companies or es-
tablishments owned by Qatari 
citizens, from the Gulf Coop-
eration Council countries, ex-
empt from income tax, or own-
ers of companies in which there 
is a foreign partner, through 
the online tax portal www.dha-
reeba.qa.

Both types of tax returns 
can be submitted, the audited 
one, which is submitted by an 
auditor registered in the State 
of Qatar, or the simplified dec-
laration, which is self-submit-
ted by the company, under the 
following rules and conditions: 
First: Tax-exempt companies 
owned by Qatari citizens or 
citizens of the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council countries, whose 
capital is less than 1 million ri-
yals.Second: Companies whose 
annual revenues are less than 5 
million riyals.

In all cases, all required 
documents need to be attached 
when submitting tax returns.

The Authority stressed the 
necessity of submitting tax re-
turns through the online tax 
portal to enable various enti-
ties to fulfill their tax obliga-
tions with ease and add any in-
quiries and suggestions. GTA’s 
strategic plan continuously im-
plements and gradually adds 
services to fully become elec-
tronic, in line with Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030.

QBA takes Qatari women’s  
success to Jeddah forum

AGENCIES

THE Qatari Businesswomen 
Association participated in the 
fifth Gulf Businesswomen Fo-
rum, which was held in Jed-
dah, Saudi Arabia, from March 
15-16, under the theme “Gulf 
Women between Empower-
ment and Leadership”.

The forum is organized by 
the Federation of Chambers of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council, 
the Federation of Saudi Cham-
bers, and the Jeddah Chamber 
under the patronage of Prince 
Khaled Al-Faisal, Governor 
of Makkah Al-Mukarramah 
Region, and in the presence 
of Prince Saud bin Abdullah 
bin Jalawi, Governor of Jed-
dah, and Princess Lolowah Al-
Faisal, with the participation of 
more than 1,000 guests from 
various Gulf and Arab coun-
tries.

QBWA delegation was 
headed by Aisha Alfardan, 
QBWA Vice-Chairman, and the 
delegation also included Awa-
tef Al Dafaa, Amal Al-Aathem,  
Natra Said Abdulla, Dr Tahani 
Saker, Jameela Al- Youssef, 
Rooda Al Qebaisi, Salama Al 

Badr, Haya Muftah andJiskala 
Khalayli, QBWA Executive Di-
rector.

 In her speech during the fo-
rum, Aisha Al-Fardan thanked 
the Federation of Chambers of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council, 
the Federation of Saudi Cham-
bers and the Jeddah Chamber 
for their invitation to the Qatari 
Businesswomen Association to 
participate in the fifth edition 
of the Gulf Businesswomen’s 
Forum and expressed her 
keenness to participate in all 
upcoming editions.

Aisha also spoke about the 
mandate of the Qatari Busi-
nesswomen Association, which 
aims at improving the role of 
women and their participation 

in the economic and social de-
velopment in the State of Qa-
tar.

“QBWA acts as a platform 
for enabling business and pro-
fessional women from various 
sectors in Qatar to participate 
in the economic development 
through different initiatives,” 
she said.

“Perhaps, the last initia-
tive — 100 Qatari women — 
launched by the association 
is one of the most important 
steps we have taken to high-
light the role of Qatari women.”

The “100 Qatari women” 
initiative aims at introduc-
ing unique examples of Qatari 
women and creating a platform 
that allows them and all wom-

en in Qatar to exchange experi-
ences, support and inspire the 
younger generations.

Aisha also praised the sig-
nificant economic and dynamic 
development witnessed in Sau-
di Arabia, noting that hosting 
the forum in Jeddah reflects 
the wise vision of the organiz-
ers, as it provides an opportu-
nity for all participants to know 
more about the potential op-
portunities it offers.

QBWA Vice Chairman Ai-
sha Al-Fardan concluded her 
speech by inviting everyone 
to visit Qatar to explore the 
attractive investment envi-
ronment and enjoy the many 
incentives offered by the coun-
try, in order to enhance joint 
cooperation and develop bilat-
eral relations, especially after 
Qatar’s success in organizing 
an exceptional version of the 
World Cup 2023 and its suc-
cess in turning it into a World 
Cup for all Arabs, and organiz-
ing a tournament that met all 
the standards and added a lot 
to the World Cup tournaments, 
and provided a unique oppor-
tunity to change many percep-
tions about the Gulf region 

and the Middle East, through 
efforts that lasted more than 
12 years since Doha won the 
World Cup organization file.

It is worth mentioning that 
the forum had highlighted the 
role of Gulf women in econom-
ic development, and the efforts 
and initiatives of business-
women in the GCC countries, 
while addressing the chal-
lenges they face as well, in light 
of the unlimited support that 
women in the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council countries receive 
from Gulf leaders, and which 
contributed to the success of 
Gulf women 

The forum sessions also fo-
cused on the esteemed position 
that women have reached in 
the GCC countries in general, 
and the businesswomen who 
enjoy great support from the 
GCC leaders, which enabled 
them to achieve great success-
es. In addition to topics related 
to investment and economy, 
creating strategic partnerships 
between businesswomen in the 
Gulf countries, and reviewing 
studies in developing local and 
Gulf investments for business-
women.

Qatari entrepreneurs bring out innovations at Arabian Women Exhibition
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATARI and regional entre-
preneurs revealed their lat-
est projects and innovations 
in the field of fashion, during 
their participation in the Ara-
bian Women Exhibition, which 
kicked off on Friday, and will 
conclude on Wednesday.

The exhibition, which is 
held under the auspices of Qa-
tar Chamber (QC) and was in-
augurated by Qatar Chamber 
Board Member and Chairper-
son of Qatari Businesswomen 
Forum Ibtihaj Al Ahmadani, 
includes about 200 local and 
international pavilions, with 
the participation of about 150 
Qatari businesswomen, as 
well as businesswomen from 
the Arab Gulf states, Lebanon, 
Turkey, Morocco and India.

Director of Vogue Event 
Company -the organizing en-
tity- Tamader Al Marri said 
that the exhibition provides a 
unique platform for Qatari de-
signers to showcase their new 
collections, after the success of 
their previous experiences, in 
addition to other participants 
from Kuwait, Oman, UAE and 
Saudi Arabia.

Al Marri indicated that the 
quality of the pieces designed 
by some of the designers, as 
well as their ingenuity in the 
field, shall give them global 
recognition.

Al Marri expected that the 
exhibition would witness a 
great turnout this year, due to 
the diversity of the products it 
offers, noting that the exhibi-
tion opens its doors from 10:00 
to 22:00 throughout the days 
of the exhibition.

QBWA acts as a platform for enabling business and 
professional women from various sectors in Qatar to 
participate in the economic development through different 
initiatives. Perhaps, the last initiative — 100 Qatari women 
— launched by the association is one of the most important 
steps we have taken to highlight the role of Qatari women..
Aisha Al-Fardan

Microsoft adds AI tools to Office apps like Outlook, Word
AGENCIES

MICROSOFT is infusing artifi-
cial intelligence tools into its Of-
fice software, including Word, 
Excel and Outlook emails.

The company said the new 
feature, named Copilot, is a 
processing engine that will 
allow users to do things like 
summarize long emails, draft 
stories in Word and animate 
slides in PowerPoint. Microsoft 

is marketing the feature as a 
tool that will allow workers to 
be more productive by freeing 
up time they usually spend in 
their inbox, or allowing them 
to more easily analyze trends in 
Excel.

The tech giant based in 
Redmond, Washington, will 
also add a chat function called 
Business Chat, which resem-
bles the popular ChatGPT. It 
takes commands and carries 

out actions — like summariz-
ing an email about a particular 
project to co-workers — using 
user data.

“Today marks the next 
major step in the evolution of 
how we interact with comput-
ing, which will fundamentally 
change the way we work and 
unlock a new wave of produc-
tivity growth,” Microsoft CEO 
Satya Nadella said in a state-
ment. Mattel, Instacart and 

other companies have also been 
integrating generative AI tools 
like ChatGPT and the image 
generator Dall-E to come up 
with ideas for new toy cars and 
answer customers’ food ques-
tions. Microsoft rival Google 
said this week it is integrat-
ing generative AI tools into its 
own Workspace applications, 
such as Google Docs, Gmail 
and Slides. Google says it will 
be rolling out the features to 

its “trusted testers on a rolling 
basis throughout the year.” Mi-
crosoft spokesperson Jessica 
Dash said the new Office fea-
tures are currently only avail-
able for 20 enterprise custom-
ers. It will roll it out for more 
enterprise customers over the 
coming months.

The announcement came 
two days after OpenAI rolled 
out its latest artificial intelli-
gence model, GPT-4.
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AGENCIES 
NEW YORK 

UBS agreed to buy Credit Sui-
sse on Sunday after increasing 
its offer from $1 billion to more 
than $2 billion, the Financial 
Times has reported.

The deal between Swit-
zerland’s two biggest banks is 
priced at well below Credit Sui-
sse’s closing price on Friday of 
1.86 Swiss francs.

As part of its revised deal, 
UBS will now pay more than 
0.50 Swiss francs a share in its 
own stock, up from 0.25 Swiss 
francs offered in its original bid 
earlier on Sunday, which Credit 
Swiss rejected.

According to reports, the 
Swiss National Bank has agreed 
to offer a $100 billion liquidity 
line to UBS as part of the deal.

Leading the discussions be-
tween Switzerland’s two biggest 
banks are the Swiss National 
Bank and the country’s regula-
tor Finma. Credit Suisse, which 
is considered one of the systemi-
cally important banks globally 
and Switzerland’s second-largest 
lender, is the latest major bank 
to be hit by a liquidity crisis.

Over the past week, bank 
runs have hit US lenders Sil-
vergate Capital, Signature Bank 
and, most notably, Silicon Val-
ley Bank (SVB). All collapsed, 
having been largely involved 
in the technology, start-up and 
cryptocurrency sectors.

These lenders have been 
seized by US authorities and 
placed under receivership. SVB 
and Signature Bank became the 
second and third-biggest bank-
ing failures yet in the US, trail-
ing Washington Mutual, which 
folded in 2008.

A fourth US lender, First 
Republic Bank, is teetering after 
a volatile week of trading when 
its stock price swung wildly af-
ter the collapses of SVB, Signa-
ture and Silvergate.

Eleven major US banks, 

however, came to its rescue, 
announcing $30 billion in 
deposits to help shore up the 
troubled financial institution. 
Those banks included JP Mor-
gan, Bank of America, Citi-
group and Wells Fargo, which 
each contributed $5 billion of 
uninsured deposits.

A full merger between UBS 
and Credit Suisse will create 
one of the biggest financial in-
stitutions in the world. UBS 
has about $1.1 trillion in assets, 
while Credit Suisse has about 
$575 billion.

FT reported on Saturday 
that US investment major 
BlackRock was assembling a bid 
to buy Credit Suisse. However, 
BlackRock denied the report. 
UBS has insisted on a material 
adverse change that voids the 
deal if its credit default spreads 
jump by 100 basis points or 
more, sources told FT.

The US Federal Reserve has 
also given its assent to the deal 
progressing, they added.

The Swiss central bank an-
nounced it was throwing a $54 

billion lifeline to Credit Suisse 
on Thursday — the first such 
move from a central bank since 
the 2008 crisis.

On Saturday night, the Swiss 
Cabinet met in the Finance 
Ministry in Bern for a series of 
presentations from government 
officials, the SNB, Finma, and 
representatives of the banking 
sector, FT reported.

The government is prepar-
ing emergency measures to 
fast-track the takeover and 
plans to introduce legislation 
that will bypass the normal 
six-week consultation period 
required for UBS shareholders 
so the deal can be sealed imme-
diately, the sources told FT.

“The framework of the deal 
has been designed by Swiss 
regulators to provide maximum 
stability to the country’s bank-
ing system,” they said.

UBS will dramatically shrink 
Credit Suisse’s investment 
bank, so that the combined en-
tity will make up no more than 
a third of the merged group, FT 
reported, citing sources.

However, the current term 
sheet for the deal does not spec-
ify what will happen to Credit 
Suisse’s individual business 
divisions, and simply outlines 
a 100 percent takeover of the 
group.

UBS is seeking concessions 
and protections from the gov-
ernment, particularly from any 
pending legal cases and regula-
tory investigations into Credit 
Suisse that could result in fines 
or losses, the FT reported.

UBS also wants to be al-
lowed to phase in any extra 
demands it would face under 
global rules on capital that gov-
ern the world’s biggest banks, 
the FT report said.

Meanwhile, UBS sought $6 
billion from the Swiss govern-
ment as part of the possible 
purchase, a Reuters report said, 
citing a source.

The Bank of England has 
indicated to international coun-
terparts and to UBS that it 
would back a proposed takeover 
of Credit Suisse, Sky News re-
ported on Sunday.

UBS agrees to take over 
Credit Suisse to stem 
global banking crisis

The deal between Switzerland’s two biggest banks is priced at well below Credit Suisse’s closing price on 
Friday of 1.86 Swiss francs.

Ongoing global crisis 
both opportunity and 
major test for G20: RBI

ANI
KOCHI

RESERVE Bank of India Governor 
Shaktikanta has said India is the “high-
est-ranked G20 country according 
to the Climate Change Performance 
Index 2023” and is also the “5th best-
performing country globally”.

During the 17th K P Hormis Com-
memorative Lecture by the RBI Gov-
ernor Shaktikanta Das on Friday said, 
“Given that India is widely expected 
to remain as one of the fastest grow-
ing economies in the world, our energy 
demand could rise manifold. The chal-
lenge for us is twofold: one, to meet the 
projected increase in energy demand; 
and two, to rapidly transition from fos-
sil fuel to renewables.” “Climate proof-
ing of our infrastructure has also been 
a priority, more so in view of the large 
investment in infrastructure in recent 
years,” the governor said. “Through 
global forums such as the Coalition 
for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure 
(CDRI)4, India is providing leadership 
to global efforts for addressing these 
challenges,” the RBI governor said.

The Governor said the ongoing 
global crisis was both an opportunity 
and a major test for the G20 which 
represents 85 per cent of world GDP 
and 75 per cent of global trade. “Fol-
lowing the East Asian financial crisis 
of 1997, the G20 was founded in 1999 
as a forum for the Finance Ministers 
and Central Bank Governors to dis-
cuss global issues and policy options,”                     
he added.

“After the global financial crisis of 
2008, G20 was upgraded to the level of 
heads of states/governments in 2009,” 
RBI governor said, adding “In an in-
terconnected world, national policies 
alone may not be fully effective when 
the nature of the shocks is global and 
persistent.”

The Governor said, “Of the multi-
ple risks facing the world community, 

the surge in inflation has posed a com-
plex monetary policy dilemma in every 
economy between raising interest rates 
enough to tame inflation, and at the 
same time minimising the growth sac-
rifice to avoid a hard landing.”

He said the aggressive monetary 
policy tightening by systemic central 
banks since early 2022 and the con-
sequent appreciation of the US dollar 
have led to several economies, with a 
high share of external debt, becoming 
highly vulnerable to debt distress.

On the recent development in the 
US banking system, he said this had 
brought to the fore the criticality of 
banking sector regulation and supervi-
sion. “These are areas which have sig-
nificant impact on preserving financial 
stability of every country.”

He said these developments in the 
US drive home the importance of en-
suring prudent asset liability manage-
ment, robust risk management and 
sustainable growth in liabilities and as-
sets; undertaking periodic stress tests; 
and building up capital buffers for any 
unanticipated future stress. “They also 
bring out that cryptocurrencies/as-
sets or the like, can be a real danger to 
banks, whether directly or indirectly,” 
he added.

Indian pavilion showcases 
millets at AgriteQ 2023

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Embassy of India and the In-
dian Business and Professionals 
Council (IBPC Qatar) jointly par-
ticipated in the 10th Qatar Inter-
national Agriculture Exhibition 
(AgriteQ) at the Doha Exhibition 
and Convention Centre (DECC) 
from March 15 to March 19 2023.

The India pavilion showcased 
several companies specialising in 
agricultural technology, farming 
and gardening tools, and millet-
based food products.

Minister of Transportation 
HE Jassim bin Saif bin Ahmed Al 
Sulaiti and Qatar Airways Group 
CEO and Qatar Tourism Chair-
man Akbar Al Baker inaugurated 
the Indian pavilion.

Accompanying the chief 
guests were the Indian Ambas-
sador to Qatar HE Dr Deepak 
Mittal, IBPC President Jaffer Us 
Sadik and IBPC officials.

Speaking on occasion, the In-
dian envoy stated that AgriteQ has 

been at the forefront of providing 
a platform for local and interna-
tional agriculture stakeholders 
to exchange expertise, discover 
trends and developments, and 
seize business opportunities in 
this vital sector while highlighting 
innovation in agricultural tech-
niques, local and international 
food products and pinpoint the 
road map to achieve food security 
and sustainable development.

Mittal was proud to see that 
India has a lot to offer to Qatar 
in this sector and emphasised the 
importance of millets.

Millets are a group of small-
seeded grains that are packed 
with nutrients and offer many 
health benefits. They are suit-
able for digestion, lower the risk 
of heart disease, help control 
diabetes, boost energy levels, im-
prove bone health, and support                              
weight loss.

Overall, millets are a nutri-
tious and healthy food that can of-
fer many health benefits. They are 
versatile and can be used in vari-

ous dishes, making them a great 
addition to any healthy diet. India 
is proud to be the brand ambassa-
dor of millets in the International 
Year of Millets 2023.

The IBPC president highlight-
ed that AgriteQ 2023 is a platform 
for exchanging knowledge, ideas, 
and best practices in agriculture 
and that sustainable agriculture 
was the key to a better future. 
IBPC is committed to promoting 
millets through Agriteq.

India can play a major role 
in Qatar’s food security and 58 
percent of India’s population is 
involved in agriculture and aqua-
culture, contributing $277 billion 
annually to the Indian economy. 
India’s exports of agricultural and 
allied products stood at $42 billion 
in 2022.

IBPC Qatar has a mission to be 
the preferred platform to empow-
er Indian business persons and 
professionals by creating enrich-
ment opportunities, and a vision 
to enhance Indo-Qatari trade and 
professional relations.

RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das 
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Minister of Transportation HE Jassim bin Saif bin Ahmed Al Sulaiti and Qatar Airways Group CEO and Qatar Tourism 
Chairman Akbar Al Baker inaugurated the Indian pavilion. Accompanying the chief guests were the Indian Ambassador 
to Qatar HE Dr Deepak Mittal, IBPC President Jaffer Us Sadik and IBPC officials.

QDB takes part in Biban 23 
Forum in Saudi Arabia

QNA
RIYADH 

AS part of a delegation of 10 
Qatari small and medium com-
panies, Qatar Development 
Bank (QDB) participated in the 
Biban 23 Forum for startups 
and small and medium enter-
prises in Saudi Arabia.

The Qatari delegation’s 
participation is within the 
framework of deepening coop-
eration relations and joint ac-
tion between Qatari small and 
medium enterprises and their 
Saudi counterparts, in addition 
to attracting investments.

The forum hosted the glob-

al finals of the Entrepreneur-
ship World Cup 2022 in which 
100 startups from around the 
world compete. 

This competition celebrates 
the most prominent ideas and 
projects presented by leading 
companies in various fields.

Last September, QDB con-
cluded the national qualifi-
ers for the Entrepreneurship 
World Cup 2022. The competi-
tion was held for the first time 
in Qatar under the organisation 
of QDB. 

Winners, partners and 
judges were honored and the 
three winning startups received 
prize money of $100,000.

The QDB headquarters in Doha. 

QCB issues T bills worth 
QR1 bn due on March 23

QNA
DOHA 

QATAR Central Bank (QCB) is-
sued treasury bills worth QR 1 
billion for a one-week term in 
March, due on March 23, at an 
interest rate of 5.0050 percent. 
QCB had issued treasury bills 
worth QR3 billion for a one-
week term in March.

On March 9, QCB issued 
treasury bills and Islamic sukuk 
for one week and one, three, six 
and nine month terms at a val-
ue of QR3 billion. The total val-
ue of bids submitted amounted 
to QR4.58 billion. 

Treasury bills are known 

as low-risk financial instru-
ment as they are easy to oper-
ate without causing any capital 
loss to their holders. They are 
considered one of the monetary 
policy instruments for domes-
tic liquidity management.

The QCB headquarters in Doha
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Ezdan Hotels launches  
incredible Ramadan deals

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DURING the auspicious 
month of Ramadan, Ezdan 
Hotels Group, through its lux-
urious five-star hotels Ezdan 
Palace and Ezdan Towers 
West Bay, has introduced an 
exclusive Ramadan scheme. 
The programme comprises of 
hotel accommodation, Iftar, 
and Suhoor, which will be 
available in both hotels. This 
initiative is part of Ezdan Ho-
tels’ efforts to celebrate the 
holy month and offer a rich 
experience to its guests and 
the public in tune with the 
Ramadan ambiance.

Ezdan Hotel - West Bay 
Towers is keen to include the 
Ramadan package for a com-
fortable stay at prices start-
ing from 325 Qatari riyals 
per night, including Iftar or 
Suhoor. It also offers Iftar buf-
fet at 222 Qatari riyals; Suhoor 
starts at 90 Qatari riyals, and 
the hotel provides a service for 
preparing Ramadan trays for 
Iftar and invitations, as well 
as ready-to-eat Iftar boxes. 
The hotel also accepts vouch-
ers from saving platforms such 
as “My Book” or “Entertainer”, 
that subject to availability.

As for the five-star Ezdan 
Palace Hotel; it is keen to pro-
vide a wonderful experience, 
including accommodation in 

an upscale room at a price of 
400 riyals, including Iftar or 
Suhoor, in addition to the If-
tar buffet at Al Thouraya Res-
taurant at a price of 250 riyals 
per person, while the hotel of-
fers Suhoor at a price starting 
from 120 Qatari riyals, and it 
also accepts discount vouchers 
according to the available pos-
sibility.

Regarding Ramadan pro-
gram for Ezdan Hotels, Mr. 
Hani Dabash, the Deputy 
Group CEO, said, “We, at 
Ezdan Hotels work through a 
well-thought-out plan of ac-
tion based on providing a won-
derful experience full of luxury 
for all our guests and our pub-
lic, through a number of ser-
vices, the most important of 

which is the comfortable and 
sumptuous accommodation 
that provides an array of op-
tions that suit the needs of our 
guests from inside and outside 
the State of Qatar.

 “The season of the month 
of Ramadan is important to us 
because it is a month charac-
terized by its spiritual and re-
assuring atmosphere; hence, 
we planned a Ramadan pro-
gram that satisfies different 
tastes in terms of accommo-
dation and quality of services, 
as well as taking great care in 
selecting delicious and varied 
menus for Iftar and Suhoor.”, 
Mr. Dabash added.

Al Thouraya at Ezdan Pal-
ace... an enriching experience

  It should be noted that 

during the past year, the sec-
ond branch of Al Thouraya 
Restaurant was launched at 
Ezdan Palace Hotel after the 
success its remarkable success 
over the past years in Ezdan 
Towers West Bay. 

This opening added anoth-
er success, as the restaurant 
experience was evaluated and 
ranked second in the ranking 
of the best restaurants in Qa-
tar during the last Ramadan by 
the “Qatar living” platform. 

Celebrations of the advent 
of the holy month of Ramadan 
and the family atmosphere and 
distinctive social events that 
are held during the month, 
which meets the aspirations of 
those wishing to spend a time 
full of happiness and experi-
ence the delicious dinning in 
complete privacy adorned with 
five-star elegance.

Al-Thouraya has a large 
capacity, as the restaurant 
provides food and beverage 
services to the halls, and the 
ballrooms that can admit more 
2,000 people. 

Ezdan Palace Hotel in-
cludes a number of prestigious 
halls, including (Al-Murjan 
- Al-Fayrouz - Al-Masa - The 
Pearl) in addition to (Al-Jawa-
har) ballrooms dedicated to 
weddings and private family 
events, which spans over an 
area of more than 1900 square 
meters.

 Ezdan Hotels all set for the month of Ramadan

QC’s Rashid Al-Kaabi 
is vice-president of  
Arab-Swiss Chamber

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qatar Chamber has re-
cently participated in the Ex-
ecutive Office, the Board of 
Directors and the General As-
sembly meetings of the Arab-
Swiss Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (CASCI) which 
were held in Geneva.

The Chamber’s delega-
tion included Board Member 
Rashid bin Nasser Al-Kaabi, 
General Manager Saleh bin 
Hamad Al-Sharqi, and Direc-
tor of International Relations 
and Joint Chambers Affairs 
Sheikha Tamader Al-Thani.

During the executive meet-
ing, Rashid Al-Kaabi was elect-
ed as the First Vice-President 
of the CASCI, and the board 
member of the Tunisian Union 
of Industry Samir Majoul as the 
Second Vice-President.

In turn, the Board of Direc-
tors unanimously approved the 
election and expressed their 
confidence that the new Arab 
members of the Executive Of-
fice will play an essential role 
in activating the Chamber’s 

activities and developing its 
services.

The Board of Directors 
meeting reviewed the Cham-
ber’s work plan and activities 
for the year 2023 and stated 
that the next meeting would be 
held in June 2023 to discuss 
the budget.

The CASCI meetings 
touched on several topics 
aimed at enhancing commer-
cial cooperation between Swit-
zerland and Arab countries and 
encouraging mutual invest-
ments.

It is noteworthy that the 
CASCI was created in 1974 to 
constitute a vital trade link for 
doing business between Swit-
zerland and the Arab World. 
It mainly aims to promote and 
expand commercial and cultur-
al relations between Switzer-
land and the Arab Countries, 
improve and extend opportuni-
ties for industrial and techni-
cal cooperation between both 
sides, and encourage the trans-
fer of technology, professional 
training, and the creation of 
joint ventures in industry and  
trade.

Board of Directors and the General Assembly meetings of the  
Arab-Swiss Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Primatologist Dr Jane Goodall visits United School International

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DR Jane Goodall, the world-
renowned primatologist and 
environmental scientist, visited 
United School International 
(USI) on The Pearl Island.

Dr Goodall is currently in 
Qatar as a guest of HH Sheikha 
Moza bint Nasser, to speak at 
the 2023 Earthna Summit on 
building new sustainability 
pathways for Hot and Arid En-
vironments.

Whilst in Qatar, Dr Goodall 
visited USI, which opened its 

doors to students in August 
2022 and has quickly become 
an integral part of the educa-
tional landscape of Doha.

USI’s younger students had 
the opportunity to speak with 
Dr. Goodall about the environ-
mental projects they’ve been 
working on in their classrooms. 

Some of the older students 
also heard Dr. Goodall speak 
about her life’s work and her 
Roots and Shoots programme, 
which supports the next genera-
tion in understanding the power 
and influence of their voice and 
actions to create change.

Through nearly 60 years of 
groundbreaking work, Dr. Jane 
Goodall has not only shown 
us the urgent need to protect 
chimpanzees from extinction; 
she has also redefined species 
conservation to include the 
needs of local people and the 
environment. 

Today she travels the 
world, speaking about the 
threats facing chimpanzees 
and environmental crises, 
urging each of us to take ac-
tion on behalf of all living 
things and the planet we 
share.

This was an opportunity for 
USI’s students to meet a truly 
inspirational figure. As well as 
one of the world’s leading sci-
entists and conservationists, 
Dr. Goodall is also a UN Mes-
senger of Peace.

United School Interna-
tional is a partnership between 
Qatar’s United Development 
Company (UDC), and UK-
based Orbital Education. The 
school is currently home to 
over 700 students, studying an 
enhanced British curriculum as 
part of an outstanding interna-
tional education.

Dr. Jane Goodall, the world-renowned primatologist and environmental scientist, visiting United School International (USI) on The Pearl Island
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Fight over science holds up key UN climate report
AGENCIES

PUBLICATION of a major new 
U.N. report on climate change 
is being held up by a battle 
between rich and developing 
countries over emissions tar-
gets and financial aid to vul-
nerable nations.

The report by hundreds of 
the world’s top scientists was 
supposed to be approved by 
government delegations Fri-
day at the end of a weeklong 
meeting in the Swiss town of 
Interlaken.

The deadline was repeat-
edly extended as officials from 
big nations such as China, 
Brazil, Saudi Arabia, as well as 
the United States and the Eu-
ropean Union haggled through 
the weekend over the wording 
of key phrases in the text.

The report by the U.N. 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change is meant to 
cap a series that digests vast 
amounts of research on glob-
al warming compiled since 
the Paris climate accord was 
agreed in 2015.

A summary of the report 
was approved early Sunday, 
but three sources close to the 
talks have told The Associated 
Press that there is a risk that 
agreement on the main text 
may need to be postponed to 

a later meeting. They spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because of the confidential na-
ture of the talks.

The unusual process of 
having countries sign off on a 

scientific report is intended to 
ensure that governments ac-
cept its findings as authorita-
tive advice on which to base 
their actions.

At the start of the meet-

ing, U.N. Secretary-General 
António Guterres called on 
delegates to provide “ cold, 
hard facts ” to drive home the 
message that there’s little time 
left for the world to limit global 

warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius 
(2.7 Fahrenheit) compared 
with preindustrial times.

While average global tem-
peratures have already in-
creased by 1.1 Celsius since 

the 19th century, Guterrres 
insisted that the 1.5-degree 
target limit remains possible 
“with rapid and deep emis-
sions reductions across all 
sectors of the global econ-
omy.” Observers said the 
IPCC meetings have increas-
ingly become politicized as 
the stakes for curbing global 
warming increase, mirroring 
the annual U.N. 

climate talks that usually 
take place at the end of the 
year.

Among the thorniest is-
sues at the current meeting are 
how to define which nations 
count as vulnerable develop-
ing countries, making them 
eligible for cash from a “loss 
and damage” fund agreed on 
at the last U.N. climate talks 
in Egypt. Delegates have also 
battled over figures stating 
how much greenhouse gas 
emissions need to be cut by 
over the coming years, and 
how to include artificial or nat-
ural carbon removal efforts in 
the equations.

As the country that has re-
leased the biggest amount of 
carbon dioxide into the atmos-
phere since industrialization, 
the United States has pushed 
back strongly against the no-
tion of historic responsibility 
for climate change.

People walk through floodwaters after heavy rainfall in Hadeja, Nigeria

S&P revises Saudi Arabia’s 
rating on reforms momentum

AGENCIES 
RIYADH

S&P Global Ratings has revised Saudi 
Arabia’s rating to “A/A-1” from “A-
/A-2” and assigned it a stable outlook 
as the Arab world’s largest economy 
continues to proceed with signifi-
cant reforms to diversify its non-oil                
economy.

The A/A-1 rating indicates a 
strong capacity by the obligator to 
meet financial commitments.

“The upgrade is underpinned by 
Saudi Arabia’s sustained reform mo-
mentum in recent years, alongside its 
leadership role in global oil markets,” 
it said.

“Reforms include measures to 
drive non-oil economic growth, sup-
ported by sovereign wealth fund-led 
non-oil investments, and to widen the 
non-oil tax base, alongside significant 
social liberalisation, which should 
strengthen consumer demand.

“These factors combined support 
domestic demand, gross domestic 
product growth, employment and fis-
cal and external net-asset positions.”

Saudi Arabia, the Arab’s world’s 
largest economy, is in the middle of a 
major economic diversification drive 
under its Vision 2030 agenda, amid a 
push to reduce its reliance on oil and 
tap into other high-growth industries 
to boost its economy, create more 
jobs and attract private investment.

The kingdom recorded the highest 
annual growth rate among the world’s 
20 biggest economies in 2022, ac-
cording to the latest data from the 
Organisation for Economic Co-oper-
ation and Development.

Its economy expanded 8.7 per 
cent last year on higher oil prices and 
the strong performance of its non-oil 
private sector.

Business activity in the non-

oil economy of Saudi Arabia hit an 
eight-year high in February as output 
growth in the kingdom strengthened, 
according to the Riyad Bank purchas-
ing managers’ index.

Saudi Arabia’s significant reform 
momentum in recent years has begun 
to deliver structural improvements to 
its economy and fiscal and debt man-
agement, according to S&P.

“We believe the economy will con-

tinue to benefit from Saudi Arabia’s 
leading role as the largest individual 
oil exporter globally,” the agency said.

“The stable outlook balances our 
expectation that the government’s 
reform plans will support the devel-
opment of the non-oil sector against 
the cyclicality of a still-hydrocar-
bon-focused economy, with fiscal 
and societal pressures tied to rapid                              
population growth.”

The agency also revised upwards 
the kingdom’s transfer and convert-
ibility assessment to “A+” from “A”. 
This reflects S&P’s view of the likeli-
hood of a sovereign restricting non-
sovereign access to foreign exchange 
needed to satisfy the latter’s debt ser-
vice obligations.

“After very strong real GDP 
growth of 8.7 per cent in 2022, we ex-
pect Saudi Arabia’s economic growth 
will moderate but remain resilient, 
averaging 2.6 per cent in 2023-2026,” 
the agency said.

“Alongside strong oil-sector 
growth in 2022, the non-oil sector 
also expanded robustly in 2021 and 
2022, and we forecast it will remain 
reasonably strong through 2026, 
thanks to services sector growth.”

The government’s fiscal surpluses 
will continue through to 2024 before 
the balance returns to small deficits 
in 2025 and 2026, according to S&P’s 
estimates.

The central government’s budget 
surplus reached 2.5 per cent of GDP 
in 2022.

“Given reasonably strong oil 
prices, we forecast further, albeit 
smaller, central government sur-
pluses of 0.4 per cent of GDP in both 
2023 and 2024, before a sharper fall 
in prices leads to a return to central 
government deficits averaging 1.5 per 
cent of GDP in 2025 and 2026,” the                   
agency said.

Carrefour Qatar, Mastercard join 
hands to offer extra value online

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

CARREFOUR Qatar announced 
today that it has signed an 
agreement with Mastercard, a 
global technology company in 
the payments industry, to offer 
their customers an additional 
value online in 2023. 

According to the agreement, 
online shoppers purchasing 
from Carrefour Qatar’s e-com-
merce platform, and paying for 
their purchases using Master-
card Platinum, World, or World 
Elite credit cards, will enjoy a 
20 percent discount on their to-
tal bill at the checkout by using 
the code “MA20” in the promo-
tional code box. 

The offer applies to all online 
merchandise from Carrefour Qa-
tar’s e-commerce platform until 
30 November 2023. Shoppers 
who hold Mastercard can enjoy 
a maximum QAR60 discount 
per purchase once a month and 
will earn standard points from 
their respective loyalty pro-
grams towards their purchases. 
This agreement builds on the 

long-term strategic partnership 
between Carrefour Qatar and 
Mastercard and reflects both 
companies’ commitment to pro-
viding unique value to their loyal 
customers through innovation.

Laurent Hausknecht, Car-
refour Regional Director, said: 
“We are pleased to partner with 
a leading company with unique 
successes such as Mastercard, 
and to jointly offer this reward-
ing initiative to our customers, 
all with an aim to provide an 
easy and enjoyable online shop-

ping experience on our award-
winning e-commerce platform.”

Erdem Çakar, Country 
Manager, Qatar and Kuwait, 
Mastercard, commented: “We 
are delighted to partner with 
Carrefour as we aim to bring 
cardholders even more value in 
2023. This initiative builds on 
our efforts to drive the country’s 
digital transformation agenda 
and meet the needs of its people 
as more consumers turn to the 
safety and convenience of online 
shopping experiences.”

The offer applies to all online merchandise from Carrefour Qatar’s                 
e-commerce platform until November 30, 2023. 

Saudi Arabia, the Arab’s world’s largest economy, is in the middle of a major economic diversification drive under its Vision 2030.

Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway 
speeds up stock buybacks

AGENCIES 
NEW YORK 

IN its proxy filing on Fri-
day, Berkshire said that as of 
March 8 it had the equivalent 
of 1,455,698 Class A shares 
outstanding, down 4,035 from 
year end and 2,537 from Feb. 
13, reflecting the repurchases.

Berkshire’s repurchases 
have also included Class B 
shares, which normally cost 
about 1/1500th as much as 
Class A shares.

The Class A shares closed 
on Friday at $442,765, their 
low for the year, while the Class 
B shares closed at $293.51, 
near their low.

Berkshire’s buybacks fol-
low nearly $60 billion between 
2020 and 2022.

They suggest that Buf-
fett and fellow billionaire Vice 
Chairman Charlie Munger, 
who handle major capital al-
location decisions, still view 
Berkshire’s stock as underval-
ued, and repurchases as a pru-
dent use of the company’s cash.

Berkshire ended 2022 
with $128.6 billion of cash and 
equivalents.

The Omaha, Nebraska-
based conglomerate owns doz-
ens of businesses including 
Geico car insurance and the 
BNSF railroad, and stocks such 
as Apple and Bank of America. 
Buffett owns 15.6 percent of 
Berkshire’s stock.

In his February 25 annual 

letter to shareholders, Buffett 
defended buybacks, calling 
someone who views all repur-
chases as harmful “an econom-
ic illiterate or a silver-tongued 
demagogue.”

The comment appeared to 
criticize the White House and 
some Democrats who would 
prefer that companies use 
available cash to reinvest in 
their businesses.

Warren Buffet: Berkshire’s buybacks follow nearly $60 billion between 
2020 and 2022.
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Saka stars  
with a brace  
as Arsenal  
go eight clear  
in Premier  
League
PAGE 13

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

IN the attendance of H.E. the 
President of Qatar Olympic 
Committee, Sheikh Joaan bin 
Hamad Al Thani, the Qatar 
Olympic Committee (QOC) 
launched its new strategy for 
the 2023-2030 sports term 
under the slogan - Vision, His-
tory & Achievement - at Marsa 
Malaz Kempinski hotel Doha 
on Sunday.

Sunday’s launch ceremony 
was also attended by the QOC 
First Vice-President HE Mo-
hamed bin Yousef Al Mana, the 
QOC Second Vice-President 
H.E. Dr. Thani bin Abdulrah-
man Al Kuwari, the QOC Sec-
retary-General H.E. Jassim bin 
Rashid Al Buenain, and Presi-
dents of National Sport Federa-
tions and Clubs in Qatar.

The Qatar Olympic Com-
mittee has launched the prom-
ising strategy 2023-2030 with 
a purpose of achieving three 
key objectives: Ensuring  Sport 
Excellence, boosting Olympic 
Culture and Enhancing Sport 
Sustainable Development.

In an effort to make these  
objectives  more  applicable, the 
QOC will keep encouraging all 
categories  of society to be at the 
heart of  the Olympic movement,  
support  them  to exercise  sports 
and  adopt a healthy lifestyle day 
in day out. The QOC will push 
forward this approach to build 
up a number of elite Qatari sport 
teams with purpose of  ensuring  
that Qatar supremacy is made in 
all sport fields, including train-
ing, administration and other 
technical aspects.

The QOC  will keep hosting 
the major sport tournaments 
with purpose of enhancing the  
sport tourism, national econ-
omy and  bettering the invest-
ment in the  sport legacy that 
being gained  from the major 
tournaments that the country 
hosted over the recent period.

QOC’s top  priority in this 
strategy is to prepare  better 
national teams and promising 
age groups  teams , that with 

purpose of building  an stra-
tegic frame, setting up plans 
that could  help improving 
athletes  performance, taking 
care of them,  providing their 
needs,  following their health, 
career and education. In the 
top of that, this strategy  will  
be assessing  the athletes per-
formance to ensure  that their  
periodical goals and key results 
are met.

The QOC  gives  a profound 
concern to women sport in Qa-
tar. It provides women equal 
chance with men  to be an inte-
gral part of the sport activities 
and participate in major tourna-
ments. Most notably, the QOC’s 
efforts to increase Qatari women 
participation in different sports  
were paid off over the recent 

years, that after they partici-
pated in the last three Olympics, 
London 2012,  Rio De Janeiro 
2016 and Tokyo 2020.

Since its foundation on 
March 14, 1979, the QOC has 
played an important role in 
raising sports awareness in na-
tion and developing Olympic 
movement in accordance with 
principles of Olympic Char-
ter and as a result, the Qatari 
sports movement has reached 
new heights over the last 43 
years and achieved a huge 
number of achievements in-
cluding the gold medal of Qa-
tar’s Mutaz Barshim at 2022 
World Athletics Champion-
ships to become the first ath-
lete to win three straight men’s 
high jump gold medals. More-

over, Qatar’s Fares Ibrahim 
clinched one gold medal and 
one silver medal at 2022 World 
Weightlifting Championships.

Qatar also made history 
at the Tokyo 2020 Summer 
Olympics winning two gold 
medals and a bronze medal.

Qatar’s achievements were 
not limited to sports side, but 
the Qatari sports officials were 
elected to assume leading posi-
tions at international sports in-
stitutions as the QOC President 
H.E. Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad 
Al Thani was elected as the As-
sociation of National Olympic 
Committees (ANOC) Senior 
Vice President at the XXVI 
ANOC General Assembly 2022 
held in Seoul last October.

Moreover, the QOC Presi-

dent H.E. Sheikh Joaan bin 
Hamad Al Thani, Qatar Foun-
dation (QF) Vice-Chairperson 
and CEO H.E. Sheikha Hind 
bint Hamad Al Thani and QOC 
Secretary-General H.E. Jassim 
Rashid Al Buenain have been 
appointed to key roles on IOC 
Commissions.

H.E. Sheikh Joaan bin 
Hamad Al Thani, H.E. Sheikha 
Hind bint Hamad Al Thani and 
H.E. Jassim Rashid Al Buenain 
were appointed to the IOC’s 
Olympism 365 Commission, 
Olympic Education Commis-
sion and Olympic Programme 
Commission respectively.

The QOC also hosted the 
training camp of the Refugee 
Olympic Team ahead of their 
participation in Tokyo 2020 

Olympic Games, held from July 
23 to August 08, 2021. The QOC 
also hosted a number of meet-
ings between the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC), the 
Olympic Council of Asia (OCA), 
and representatives of the Af-
ghanistan National Olympic 
Committee and the General Di-
rectorate of physical Education 
and Sport of Afghanistan.

In recognition of its 
achievements, the QOC was 
bestowed the National Olym-
pic Committees’ (NOC) Break-
through Award by the Asso-
ciation of National Olympic 
Committees (ANOC).

The QOC President H.E. 
Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al 
Thani received the award at the 
ANOC Awards 2021 held on 
the sidelines of the ANOC Gen-
eral Assembly in Crete, Greece.

During the ceremony, the 
QOC honoured distinguished 
employees and graduates of 
different training programmes.

In the presence of H.E. the President of Qatar Olympic Committee Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, the Qatar Olympic Committee (QOC) launched its new strategy for the 2023-2030 sports 
term under the slogan - Vision, History & Achievement - at Marsa Malaz Kempinski hotel Doha on Sunday. QOC First Vice-President HE Mohamed bin Yousef Al Mana, QOC Second Vice-Presi-
dent H.E. Dr. Thani bin Abdulrahman Al Kuwari, QOC Secretary-General H.E. Jassim bin Rashid Al Buenain, and Presidents of National Sport Federations and Clubs in Qatar were also present.

Perez wins Saudi Grand Prix in Red 
Bull 1-2 as Verstappen fights to 2nd

DPA
RIYADH

SERGIO Perez won the Saudi 
Arabian Formula One Grand 
Prix from pole and world cham-
pion Max Verstappen fought 
from 15th on the grid to second 
to give dominant Red Bull a 
second one-two finish from as 
many season races on Sunday.

Perez was briefly passed 
early on by Aston Martin’s Fer-
nando Alonso but never looked 
back en route to a fifth career 
win when he took the lead in 
lap four to triumph ahead of 
Verstappen and Mercedes driv-
er George Russell.

Alonso originally finished 
third but received a post-race 
10-second penalty for incor-
rectly serving a five-second 
penalty for a wrong starting po-
sition, dropping him to fourth.

Verstappen had moved 
into second by the halfway 
mark of the 50-lap race on the 
6.174-kilometres Jeddah Cor-
niche Course on the banks of 
the Red Sea but never managed 
to hunt down Perez.

But there were a nervy few 
final laps for Verstappen af-
ter he reported “something 
wrong” with the driveshaft, the 
part of the car that had an issue 
in qualifying which forced the 
Dutchman to start from 15th.

He was however able to 
complete the race as the impe-
rious Red Bulls dominated the 
action but in reverse order to 
the Bahrain finish.

Verstappen remained top 
in the standings, thanks to 
the extra point he snatched 
through the fastest race lap in 
the last lap.

“It turned our to be tougher 

than expected, with the safety 
car,” Perez said.

“The team did a fantastic 
job - they’ve worked so hard 
during the weekend, there’s 
been a lot of mechanical issues. 
The important thing is we have 
the fastest car, so I’m pleased 
with that.” 

Verstappen, who had ar-
rived late in Jeddah owing to 
a stomach bug, said: “It was 
a very good recovery so I am 
happy with that.

“It wasn’t very easy to get 
through he field. Through the 
first sector, trying to follow at the 
beginning of the race was very 
difficult, a lot of sliding around. 
But once I cleared them one by 
one, I got into a good rhythm 
and of course very happy to be 
here on the podium.” 

Verstappen’s start from 
15th and Ferrari’s Charles 
Leclerc from 12th owing to a 
10-place grid penalty added 

spice to the race.
Alonso won the start from 

Perez in a frantic run into the 
first chicane but his joy was 
short-lived as stewards im-
posed a five-second penalty 
on the veteran for “an incor-
rect starting location” and he 
was then passed for the lead by 
Perez in lap four.

Verstappen rose rapidly 
through the field, passing 
seven-time champion Lewis 
Hamilton unchallenged in the 
process, and the safety car 
then also helped him, deployed 
briefly when Lance Stroll had 
stopped his Aston Martin off 
the track after being told his 
race was over with an issue.

The safety car brought Ver-
stappen closer to the top and he 
wasted no time after the restart 
to roar past Mercedes’ Russell 
and Alonso into second by the 
halfway mark, five seconds be-
hind Perez.

But the two-time cham-
pion was not able to draw sig-
nificantly closer to Perez, who 
matched his pace up front.

Verstappen then reported 
the driveshaft issue with 12 
laps left, only to be reassured 
by the team, and in the end got 
the consolation of keeping the 
championship lead with the 
fastest lap at the death.

Alonso’s mishap cost him 
a 100th career podium and 
Hamilton came fifth, followed 
by the Ferraris of Carlos Sainz 
and Leclerc, Alpine duo Es-
teban Ocon and Pierre Gasly, 
with Haas driver Kevin Mag-
nussen completing the top 10.

The Qatar Olympic Committee has launched the promising strategy 2023-2030 under the slogan – 
Vision, History & Achievement – with a purpose of achieving three key objectives: Ensuring Sport 

Excellence, boosting Olympic Culture and Enhancing Sport Sustainable Development.

Red Bull Racing’s Mexican driver Sergio Perez celebrates with the tro-
phy on the podium after winning the Saudi Arabia Formula One Grand 
Prix at the Jeddah Corniche Circuit in Jeddah on Sunday. (AFP)

Red Bull Racing’s Mexican driver Sergio Perez celebrates soon after winning the Saudi Arabia Formula One 
Grand Prix at the Jeddah Corniche Circuit in Jeddah on Sunday. (AFP)

1. Sergio Perez  RED BULL RACING HONDA RBPT  1:21:14.894
2. Max Verstappen  RED BULL RACING HONDA RBPT  +5.355s
3. George Russell  MERCEDES  +25.866s
4. Fernando Alonso  ASTON MARTIN ARAMCO MERCEDES  +30.728s
5. Lewis Hamilton  MERCEDES  +31.065s
6. Carlos Sainz  FERRARI  +35.876s
7. Charles Leclerc  FERRARI  +43.162s
8. Esteban Ocon  ALPINE RENAULT  +52.832s
9. Pierre Gasly  ALPINE RENAULT  +54.747s
10. Kevin Magnussen  HAAS FERRARI  +64.826s
11. Yuki Tsunoda  ALPHATAURI HONDA RBPT  +67.494s
12. Nico Hulkenberg  HAAS FERRARI  +70.588s
13. Zhou Guanyu  ALFA ROMEO FERRARI  +76.060s
14. Nyck De Vries  ALPHATAURI HONDA RBPT  +77.478s
15. Oscar Piastri  MCLAREN MERCEDES  +85.021s
16. Logan Sargeant  WILLIAMS MERCEDES  +86.293s
17. Lando Norris  MCLAREN MERCEDES  +86.445s
18. Valtteri Bottas  ALFA ROMEO FERRARI  +1 lap

Saudi Arabia F1 Grand Prix Results



AGENCIES 

ARSENAL moved eight points 
clear at the top of the Premier 
League thanks to a routine 
home victory over managerless 
Crystal Palace.

The Gunners, aiming to 
become champions for the 
first time since 2003-04, went 
ahead at Emirates Stadium 
through Gabriel Martinelli’s 
left-footed strike - his sixth goal 
in six league matches.

Bukayo Saka doubled the 
lead when he collected Ben 
White’s pass and curled an ef-
fort past 19-year-old goalkeeper 
Joe Whitworth.

Granit Xhaka made it 3-0 
with a first-time finish from 
Leandro Trossard’s assist, be-
fore Jeffrey Schlupp pulled one 
back from close range following 
a corner for Palace’s first goal in 
five matches.

But the excellent Saka re-
stored Arsenal’s three-goal 
advantage with a guided finish 
from Kiernan Tierney’s pull-
back to seal the victory.

Arsenal have 69 points from 
28 matches, with second-placed 
Manchester City, who beat Burn-
ley 6-0 in the FA Cup quarter-
finals on Saturday, on 61 points 
having played a game less.

Palace sacked manager Pat-
rick Vieira on Friday and have 
now not won in 13 games in all 
competitions and are only three 
points above the relegation 
zone.

For Arsenal manager Mikel 
Arteta, this was a perfect re-
sponse after his side lost on 
penalties to Sporting Lisbon in 
the last 16 of the Europa League 
on Thursday.

Once Martinelli put them 
ahead with his 13th goal of the 
season, there only looked to be 
one winner, with Palace power-
less to stop Arsenal.

Saka’s goal, confirmed by 

the video assistant referee fol-
lowing a check for offside, 
made it 2-0, with Xhaka adding 
a third in the 55th minute.

Crystal Palace’s 19-year-old 
goalkeeper Joe Whitworth was 
playing for only the second time 
in the Premier League Palace 
got a goal back, but it was no 
surprise that Saka soon scored 
again to take his total to 13 for 
the campaign.

Arteta will also be de-
lighted with the character his 
team have shown as they have 
bounced back from setbacks.

This victory was their sixth 
in a row in the league since a 3-1 
home loss to City threatened to 
derail their title hopes.

But they have recovered in 
style and go into the interna-
tional break in pole position.

This was Palace’s first 
match since sacking ex-Arsenal 
captain Vieira, a move former 
Gunners defender Martin Ke-
own called a “panicked de-
cision”, with the home fans 
regularly singing Vieira’s name 
throughout Sunday’s game.

The Frenchman had been 
manager since July 2021 after 
Roy Hodgson’s departure and 
had won 22 of 74 games in all 
competitions. Palace last won 
on 31 December with a 2-0 vic-
tory at Bournemouth before a 
run of no wins, five draws and 
seven defeats saw Vieira sacked.

Hodgson, 75, has been 
tipped for a temporary return, 
while under-21s boss Paddy 
McCarthy took charge of the 
team on Sunday.

McCarthy suffered a blow 
before the match when cen-
tral defender Joachim An-
dersen sustained an injury in 
the warm-up and had to be re-
placed by James Tomkins.

Wilfried Zaha hit the post 
in the 10th minute and had a 
shot saved by Aaron Ramsdale 
early in the second half, before 
Schlupp’s consolation as Palace 
slipped to their fourth succes-
sive league defeat.
Premier League Result
Arsenal 4 Crystal Palace 1.

Saka stars as Gunners cruise 
past Palace to go eight clear

Arsenal’s English midfielder Bukayo Saka (left) runs with the ball as teammate Ben White (right) keeps pace 
with him behind during the English Premier League match against Crystal Palace at the Emirates Stadium in 
London on Sunday. (AFP)

Kroos does not feel sorry for Real 
Madrid’s forgotten man Hazard

Last-gasp Doyle stunner sends 
Sheffield Utd into FA Cup semis

Guardiola believes free-scoring Man City are peaking at right time

DPA 
MADRID 

TONI Kroos does not “pity” 
out-of-favour Real Madrid 
team-mate Eden Hazard, stat-
ing: “I don’t feel sorry for any-
one in football.” Hazard’s Ma-
drid career has been blighted 
by injuries, and the former 
Chelsea man has only started 
one game in LaLiga this season.

The 32-year-old, who has 
only played 98 minutes in the 
Spanish top flight all cam-
paign, revealed earlier this 
week that he and Madrid boss 
Carlo Ancelotti “don’t talk to 
each other.” 

While Hazard is keen to see 
out the remainder of the five-
year contract he signed when 
joining Madrid in 2019, the 
chances of him forcing his way 
into Los Blancos’ plans appear 
remote. But Kroos has little 
sympathy.

“Compassion is out of place 
in football. I don’t think Eden 
has a bad life,” he told Belgian 
broadcaster Eleven Sports.

“You can sympathize with 

people who are having a clearly 
worse time.

It’s not about money, I just 
don’t feel sorry for anyone in 
football.

“Of course, the situation 
has been difficult for a long 
time, but after all, everyone is 

responsible for their own situa-
tion to some extent.

“That’s why I think pity is 
misplaced. I know Eden very 
well, we talk often, but I only 
sympathize with people who 
are in very bad situations and 
Eden is not one of them.”

DPA 
SHEFFIELD, ENGLAND

TOMMY Doyle sent Sheffield 
United to an FA Cup semi-final 
at Wembley with a stunning 
stoppage-time winner against 
Blackburn but will miss the 
chance of emulating his grand-
fathers.

The Manchester City loanee 
has watched video footage of 
his paternal grandfather Mike 
Doyle and maternal grandfa-
ther Glyn Pardoe playing at the 
national stadium for his parent 
club in the late 1960s and 1970s 
and he looked set to follow in 
their footsteps after his thunder-
bolt earned a dramatic 3-2 quar-
ter-final win at Bramall Lane.

But the draw was not kind as 
the Blades were drawn against 
City in the semi-final, meaning 
he is ineligible to play as part of 
the loan rules.

His strike completed a late 
turnaround as United were 
heading out, trailing to goals 
from Ben Brereton Diaz and 
Sam Szmodics, which came ei-
ther side of Sam Gallagher’s own 
goal, until the final 10 minutes.

Oli McBurnie got the Blades 
level in the 81st minute before 
Doyle’s heroics booked a first 
FA Cup semi-final spot for the 
Blades since 2014.

Meanwhile, Evan Ferguson 
scored a brace as Brighton end-
ed Grimsby’s fairy-tale FA Cup 
run at the quarter-final stage 
with a decisive 5-0 victory over 
the fourth tier’s 15th-placed side 
at the Amex Stadium.

Deniz Undav scored inside 

six minutes and 18-year-old 
Ferguson had a standout after-
noon, hitting two before Solly 
March nodded in the fourth 
and Kaoru Mitoma sealed the 
Mariners’ fate.

Town were just the fifth 
team from the fourth tier in 
competition history to reach this 
stage and were hoping to ac-
complish what none had done 
before by beating their Premier 
League opponents.

DPA 
LONDON 

PEP Guardiola feels his Man-
chester City side are hitting 
their stride as they approach 
the business end of the season.

The champions have fallen 
below their usual high levels 
of consistency this term but 
have found form over the past 
month and are firmly in con-
tention in three competitions 
heading into the international 
break.

City thrashed runaway 
Championship leaders Burnley 
6-0 on Saturday to power into 
the FA Cup quarter-finals.

That came four days after 
a 7-0 demolition of RB Leip-
zig that eased them into the 
last eight of the Champions 
League, while they remain the 

closest challengers to Arsenal 
in the Premier League.

City have won their last 
six matches in all competi-
tions and are unbeaten in 10 
stretching back to the first 
week of February.

“We are in a good mo-
ment,” said Guardiola. 
“Against Newcastle we were 
good to handle an incredible 
opponent, then after, Leipzig 
and Crystal Palace, always we 
suffer.

“But we scored a lot of 
goals and conceded few 
chances and were stable with 
everyone making contribu-
tions.

“We defended well, we are 
a threat in the set-pieces like 
never before. In the last six 
or seven years I never had the 
feeling we could score in every 

corner or free-kick.
“Now we stop and go to 

the national teams and then 
after we have the Reds (Liver-

pool). We have time to think 
about it, but now we know 
Arsenal are going to drop few 
points so we will have to win 
almost all the games.

“The rivals for the Cham-
pions League, a historical 
team, it is an honour to play 
against Bayern (Munich) and 
the (FA Cup) semi-final at 
Wembley again is an incred-
ible honour.

“At this stage, to still be 
alive in three competitions is 

so nice, so good.” City showed 
their revered former captain 
Vincent Kompany no mercy 
on the field as they ruthlessly 
dismantled his Burnley team 
at the Etihad Stadium.

Erling Haaland led the 
way with yet another hat-
trick, his sixth of the cam-
paign, taking his overall goal 
tally for the club to a stagger-
ing 42 in 37 appearances.

Julian Alvarez weighed in 
with a double and youngster 
Cole Palmer also got on the 
scoresheet after coming off 
the bench.

“I have the feeling the 
players now know we cannot 
lose, otherwise it will be over,” 
said Guardiola.

“When you have this ur-
gency we can mount our best. 
That is the reality.”
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Liverpool’s Egyptian forward Mohamed Salah (left) vies with Real Ma-
drid’s German midfielder Toni Kroos during the UEFA Champions League 
last 16 second leg match in Madrid recently. (AFP)

Man City’s Norwegian striker Erling Haaland (left) shakes hands with 
Man City’s Spanish manager Pep Guardiola in Manchester recently. (AFP)

Rennes stun PSG as 
pressure grows on 

coach Galtier
DPA 
PARIS 

PARIS Saint-Germain 
slumped to a dismal 2-0 de-
feat against Rennes in Ligue 
1, with Karl Toko Ekambi and 
Arnaud Kalimuendo netting 
to amplify the pressure on 
Christophe Galtier.

PSG were booed off at 
half-time by the Parc des 
Princes crowd after Toko 
Ekambi broke in behind to 
hand Rennes a surprise lead, 
following a series of misses 
from Kylian Mbappe.

Things quickly went from 
bad to worse for the disjoint-
ed leaders, with former PSG 
forward Kalimuendo con-
verting Lesley Ugochukwu’s 
cross to provoke more fury 
from the home fans.

PSG’s four-game winning 
run in Ligue 1 ended with a 
whimper as Rennes stood 
firm, and Galtier’s under-fire 
side could see their lead at 
the summit reduced to seven 
points when Marseille visit 
Reims later on Sunday.

Mbappe endured a mis-
erable first half for PSG, see-

ing a one-on-one finish disal-
lowed for offside 22 minutes 
in before squandering three 
good opportunities.

Having drilled one left-
footed effort narrowly wide, 
Mbappe was twice released in 
behind by measured through-
balls from Lionel Messi, only 
for Steve Mandanda to deny 
him with firm saves.

Mbappe’s misses were 
punished on the stroke of 
half-time as Rennes scored 
against the run of play - Toko 
Ekambi latching onto a simple 
ball over the top to fire into the 
bottom-left corner.  

PSG found themselves 2-0 
down within three minutes of 
the restart, Kalimuendo side-
footing home after Marco Ver-
ratti’s giveaway allowed Ugo-
chukwu to break down the left.

Toko Ekambi and Kalim-
uendo almost claimed braces 
as Rennes continued to press 
- the latter denied by a one-
on-one save from Gianluigi 
Donnarumma. 

Verratti forced a flying 
save from Mandanda late on, 
but that was as close as PSG 
went.

Paris Saint-Germain’s Argentine forward Lionel Messi reacts during 
the French L1 match against Stade Rennais FC at The Parc des 
Princes Stadium in Paris on Sunday. (AFP)

Sheffield United’s English midfielder Tommy Doyle scores his team third 
goal during the English FA Cup quarter-final match against Blackburn 
Rovers at Bramall Lane in Sheffield on Sunday. (AFP)

Manchester City have won 
their last six matches in  
all competitions and are 
unbeaten in 10 stretching 
back to the first week  
of February
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Australia thrash India by  
10 wkts at Viskhapatnam

ANI
VISAKHAPATNAM

MITCHELL Starc’s fifer fol-
lowed by Mitchell Marsh and 
Travis Head’s brutal hitting 
guided Australia to 10 wickets 
victory against India in the sec-
ond ODI of the three-match se-
ries at the ACA-VDCA Cricket 
Stadium on Sunday.

India received a thrashing 
like no other in Visakhapatnam 
- their heaviest defeat in terms 
of balls remaining - when they 
were bowled out for 117 in just 
26 overs.

Starc was the tormentor 
in chief with his 5 for 53, his 
ninth five-for in ODIs, and gave 
Marsh and Head freedom to bat 
with no scoreboard pressure; 
Marsh raced to 28-ball fifty be-
fore Head got to his in 29 balls 
and Australia chased the target 
down in just 11 overs and lev-
elled the three-match series 1-1.

The batting pair of Marsh 
and Head made the Indian 
bowlers toil hard making merry 
of the excellent batting condi-
tions on offer. They hammered 
Mohammed Shami for 16 runs 
with the help of two sixes and 
one four. In the 6th over of the 
game, Head hit Siraj for back-
to-back four boundaries. 

The carnage by Aussie bat-

ters continued as Marsh sin-
gle-headedly slammed Hardik 
Pandya for 18 runs with the 
help of three sixes. 

Marsh continued the car-
nage and brought up his 28-
ball half-century in the 8th 
over of the game.
Scores: India 117 in 26 overs 
(Virat Kohli 31, Axar Patel 29; 
Mitchell Starc 5-53) lost to Aus-
tralia 121-0 in 11 overs (Mitch-
ell Marsh 66*, Travis Head 51*; 
Mohammed Shami 0-29).

Australia’s Mitchell Marsh (L) 
raises his bat after his half-century 
as Travis Head looks on during the 
second ODI against Australia at 
the YS Raja Reddy Cricket Stadium 
in Visakhapatnam on Sunday. (AFP)

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE stage is set for the grand 
final of Legends League Cricket 
(LLC) Masters - a recap from 
2022, when the Asia Lions 
clashed with the World Giants in 
the inuagural edition in Muscat, 
Oman, resulting in a 25-run vic-
tory for the World Giants. 

Given the unpredictability of 
the tournament so far, the clash 
between the World Giants and 
Asia Lions in the final at the 
Asian Town Cricket Stadium 
in Doha on Monday, it will be 
interesting to see whether the 
World Giants will live up to their 
name and conquer the title or if 
it will be the Asia Lions who will 
roar to success.

World Giants were the first 
to book their place in the final 
as table toppers, but it does not 
give them the tag of favourites. 
They had lost to the Asia Li-
ons in a rain-affected 10-over 
contest. On the other hand, 
the Asia Lions also lost to the 
World Giants in another match 
by 20 runs, and they had also 
been trounced by the India Ma-
harajas by ten wickets. But by 
reaching the final, they have 
proved that they can pounce 
like lions to victory. Withstand-
ing all odds, they defeated In-
dia Maharajas by 85 runs in the 
eliminator to book their place 
in the final, registering the big-
gest victory margin as well as 
the highest score of this season 
at 191 for 5.

Aaron Finch, skipper of 
World Giants, is well aware of 
his team’s and his opponent’s 
strengths and weaknesses, 
having played against each 
other many times during their 
international careers. “Noth-
ing can be taken for granted 
in this final. As we had done in 
the earlier matches, we have to 

give our best if we want to lift 
the trophy. Everyone here is a 
legend, and no one needs to be 
told how to win a final. They 
are all players who have fought 
many a battle during their in-
ternational cricketing days,” 
noted Finch.

Shahid Afridi, the skipper 
of the Asia Lions, when que-

ried about his team’s chances, 
remarked, “Everyone knows 
their job; everyone has played 
in many finals. What is needed 
from them is to get out there 
and enjoy the contest and come 
back the winner.” 

Leading the World Giants’ 
quest for the trophy starts with  
Chris Gayle, along with opener 

Hashim Amla, skipper Aaron 
Finch, followed by great all-
rounders like Jacques Kallis, 
and Shane Watson. 

Everyone has been among 
the runs scoring at least one 
half-century each in the build-
up to the final. They will be 
supported by last edition’s 
heavy hitter, Ross Taylor, and 
Ireland’s pride, Kevin O’Brien. 

Their battery of pacers gets 
switched on with the fearsome 
Brett Lee, who has bagged five 
wickets here. He is followed by 
the accurate Chris Mpofu and 
Tino Best, who have shown 
that they’re still at their best, 
bagging six wickets each so far. 

Spinners Monty Panesar, 
Samit Patel, and Ricardo Pow-
ell are also capable of turning 
the final in their team’s favour.

The Asia Lions are led by an 
inspiring hero and all-rounder, 
Shahid Afridi. 

Sri Lanka’s opener and 
wicketkeeper Upul Tharan-
ga is in glorious form, as are 
his countrymen Tillakaratne 
Dilshan and Thisara Perera. 
‘Professor’ Mohammad Hafeez 
has sparkled both as a bowler 
and a batsman. 

Through his knocks, the 
ever-green Misbah Ul Haq has 
made fans wonder why he isn’t 
playing in the Pakistan Super 
League too. Pacer Sohail Tan-
vir seems to have never lost his 
pace and is the leading wicket-
taker of the tournament with 
seven to his name. 

Similarly, Bangladesh’s 
left-arm spinner Abdur Razzak 
has shown his ability to turn the 
ball accurately while still being 
his economical self throughout 
the tournament. Nepal’s pride 
Paras Khadka and Pakistan’s 
allrounder Abdul Razzaq, an-
other Sri Lankan, Isuru Udana, 
and Afghanistan’s Asghar Af-
ghan are all match winners.

Asia Lions to take on World Giants 
in LLC Masters final today

World Giants skipper Aaron Finch bats during one of the matches of 
LLC Masters at the Asian Town International Stadium.

Former Pakistan star and Asia Lions captain Shahid Afridi.

QATAR WIN ASIAN MEN’S 
BEACH HANDBALL TITLE

Qatar team claimed the Asian Men’s Beach Handball title in Bali, Indo-
nesia, on Sunday beating Oman 18-14, 16-12 in the final. The Al Annabi 
have now won the Asian title six times. They had the title glory on five 
continuous occasions since 2011 before finishing as runners-up last year 
in Iran. Incidentally, this is also the sixth occasion wherein Oman have 
finished as runners-up. Defending champions Iran, meanwhile finished 
third beating Vietnam 2-0 (17-9, 17-10). Qatar reached the final with a 2-0 
win over Vietnam in the semis following a dominant group stage where 
they topped their table with wins over Iran (23-18, 23-20), Saudi Arabia 
2-0 (26-17, 24-17), Philippines 2-0 (17-14, 28-14) and South Korea 2-0 
(23-17, 25-9). Following their qualification into the final final, both teams 
also booked their berths in the 2024 World Handball Championship. Qatar 
will be taking part in the World Championship for a seventh time.

Being in Qatar one of the most incredible experiences ever: Kerrin Klaaste

VINAY NAYUDU
DOHA

ICC woman umpire Kerrin 
Klaaste from South Africa, 
who is officiating in the ongo-
ing Legends League Cricket 
(LLC) Masters says she’s hav-
ing a great time both on and 
off the field in Qatar.

The 25-year-old is one 
of the five women officiating 
team overseeing the men’s leg-
ends tournament and in very 
impressive fashion. 

Apart from Klaaste, the 
others are Jasmine Naeem, 
Nimali Perera, Shivani Mishra 
and Match Refereee Narasim-
han Vijeylaxmi.

Klaaste has stood out with 
her umpiring decision espe-
cially the leg before wicket ones 
which have many a time have 
matched the DRS, run-outs and 
edges of the bat. In one of the 
games last week, she was seen 
convincing Asia Lions skipper 
Shahid Afridi - a video of which 
has been viral since.

On Sunday, Klaaste, Mishra 
(who is from Qatar Cricket As-
sociation) and others were out 
in the deserts of Qatar for sight-
seeing ahead of the LLC Mas-
ters final on Monday. 

Speaking of her experience 
here to Qatar Tribune, Klasste 

said, “It’s been one of the most 
incredible experiences ever. 
The people and the culture 
here is quite different from 
back home, in the best way 
possible.

“The country in itself is an 
experience. One can’t quite 
sum up how rich they are in 
terms of morals and values, 
respect, humility and how en-
thusiastic the fans are about 
cricket. It’s amazing to wit-
ness,” she stressed.

With the women officials 
coming together in March - a 
month which celebrates Inter-
national Women’s Day, their 
skills have also been tested 
being under the cameras at all 
times. “Being a part of an all-
female match officials team is 
always exhilarating because 
each of us can relate to the 
next person’s experience,” said 
Klaaste.

On her experience of offi-
ciating former stars of men’s 

cricket, she said, “The calibre 
of players participating has 
added to the standard of crick-
et being played. It’s been an 
absolute honour and pleasure 
to officiate for gentlemen of 
such stature as I had only ever 
heard of them and unfortu-
nately only got to watch them 
now play closer towards their 
retirement. 

“So being here has given 
me the opportunity to umpire 
for players that I’ve only ever 

been able to admire from the 
stands.”

While being in game of for-
mer international stars is the 
first time for Klaaste, but not 
the first time officiating in a 
men’s tournament. “I have offi-
ciated in several men’s tourna-
ments prior to this, but not one 
quite this prestigious. This has 
also been my first official expo-
sure to DRS and I’ve thoroughly 
enjoyed it. From an umpiring 
perspective, it brings a new el-
ement into my game. My pro-
cesses have had to adapt to the 
feature for the better. 

“The pace of play in men’s 
games keeps you on your toes, 
so I quite enjoy it,” she said.

On her decision-making 
with near perfection, she ex-
plained, “I wish that was the 
case. I try and give 101% in 
every game and be in the best 

possible position for a run-
out for example. One needs to 
know when and how to trans-
fer the pressure too, so that as-
sist my game. 

“I have to give credit to my 
other colleagues in the team 
as well as we always work as a 
unit when it comes to decision 
making.”

Klaaste was appointed to 
the International Panel of In-
ternational Cricket Council 
(ICC Development Umpires in 
2022. She is the second female 
South African to be on the 
panel with 59 umpires from 
across the globe.

Klaaste’s love for the game 
started as a young player in the 
Northern Cape which saw her 
passion flowing through the oth-
er avenues of the game before 
she moved to the South Western 
Districts in Oudtshoorn.

Kerrin Klaaste of South Africa who is currently officiating in the Legends League Cricket Masters in Qatar.

LLC Masters 
umpire bowled 
over by love and 
affection of the 
people in Doha

The people and the culture 
here is quite different from 
back home, in the best way 
possible. The country in itself 
is an experience. One can’t 
quite sum up how rich they 
are in terms of morals and 
values, respect, humility and 
how enthusiastic the fans are 
about cricket. 
Kerrin Klaaste of South Africa

Kerrin Klaaste (extreme right) with other match officials of LLC Mas-
ters Qatar 2023 - Jasmine Naeem, Shivani Mishra, Match Refereee 
Narasimhan Vijeylaxmi and Nimali Perera at the Asian Town Stadium.

HANOVER (Germany): Fans of German second-division team Hanover went on the rampage at their own stadium on Sunday shortly after the 
team’s return from a derby defeat at Eintracht Braunschweig. Photographs and videos on social media showed them throwing pyrotechnics 
behind the fence of the club’s stadium. Police used water cannons to push the supporters back. According to a report in the Bild news-
paper, several players, coach Stefan Leitl and sporting director Marcus Mann approached the fence to talk to fans. Tenth-placed Hanover 
were a long-time Bundesliga side but have been mired in the second tier since 2019. They lost 1-0 at their arch-rivals, with Jannis Nikolaou 
scoring the decisive goal for Braunschweig in stoppage time. German football has seen a big increase in fan violence of late. Police said 
on Sunday they were launching a criminal investigation after a cameraman was hit by a flare during the Saturday’s Bundesliga match be-
tween Borussia Dortmund and Cologne. Eintracht Frankfurt fans caused trouble before a Champions League defeat at Napoli in midweek 
despite being barred from buying tickets. Meanwhile around 100 Schalke fans were attacked by Dortmund and Rot-Weiss Essen ultras 
recently on their way to a game. (DPA)

Hanover fans riot at own stadium after derby defeat at Braunschweig

 Quick read
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A celebration of  
culture & cuisines

Nation

SMOOTH 
CONDUCT 
OF QIFF
DRAWS
PRAISE 

From gourmet cuisine to street 
food, QIFF offers foodies and 

casual diners an opportunity to 
indulge and discover new ones

MERIAM JELLITI 
DOHA 

Q
ATAR International Food 
Festival (QIFF) is the 
month’s main event, cel-
ebrating the world’s culinary 
delights. From gourmet cui-

sine to street food, QIFF offers foodies 
and casual diners an opportunity to in-
dulge in and discover new ones. 

Walking around, one can’t help no-
ticing how visitors dive into the vibrant 
world of QIFF. Beyond a food event, 
QIFF is a social gathering where people 
connect and support local businesses.

Many QIFF visitors stressed the dis-
tinction of this year’s remarkable atmos-
phere, pointing out that the festival suc-
ceeded in attracting thousands.

The variety of dazzling performanc-
es, attracting international entertainers 
specialised in presenting artistic per-
formances, such as children’s plays, ac-
robatics and roaming acts, contributed 
to the wonderful output of the festival, 
which is why QIFF won the admiration of 
the visitors, especially children, and the 
venues for the performances are crowded 
with an eager audience, keen to celebrate 
in an atmosphere of joy and excitement.

Mohamad Abdulah, a Saudi national, 
was amazed at the ‘level’ provided by 
organisers. “Commuting by metro and 

finding parking lots near the festival sites 
was easy. People are cheerful and helpful, 
happy to direct us towards the boulevard 
and the festival area. Being part of this is 
exciting, and the event reminds us of the 
2022 World Cup time,” he said.  

“As a regular visitor to Qatar, I have 
seen the country’s growth, especially in 
tourism. All the strategies come alive 

now, and we can see that through the 
success of events Qatar organise, and 
QIFF is no different,” he added.  

Ali Azharudin, an Indian resident who 
has lived his entire life in Qatar, said he is 
used to visiting all festivals in the country 
and has seen the growth of QIFF. “This 
festival witnessed a remarkable change 
and now is truly “international,” he noted.  

Ali also pointed out that the festival 
is an opportunity for families and young 
people to have fun before Ramadan. “The 
activities are suitable for all ages, and 
this is what sets the festival apart; it con-
tributes to tourism, and the efforts that 
have been put into making this festival at 
the highest levels are obvious and com-
mendable.” 

He stressed that the timing is perfect 
as the weather is most suitable for such 
a festival. 

Tunisian Mohamad Ali, visiting QIFF 
for the second time, said that the choice 
of time and place makes this year’s QIFF 

extra special. “During this lovely 
weather at this vast, open location and 
with a beautiful view of the sea, QIFF is 
not to be missed this year, and I’m sure 
this contributed to increasing the visi-
tors, particularly families”, he noted.  

Mohamad explained that hosting 
QIFF at Lusail adds more joy as the place 
is open. He stressed that the festival’s di-
versity is remarkable. 

Suzan Rizkallah said she was keen to 
visit QIFF with her four children and en-
joy the entertaining events and the vari-
ous programmes. “I expected a food festi-
val that is strictly about food, but I found 
a full-on festival that you can enjoy while 
grabbing a good bite,” she said.  

She also admired the good organisa-
tion at the festival site, which allows all 
families to move comfortably and enjoy 
shows and events. “This festival brought 
joy to the hearts of adults and children, 
and we felt the taste of great food com-
bined with a joyful celebration,” she said.  

QIFF is the place for a great social ex-
perience. People come together to share 
their love for food, meet new people, and 
make new friends. It is a chance for peo-
ple to gather, socialise, and bond over 
their shared love for good food. 

Whether you attend the event with 
friends, family, or alone, you are bound 
to meet people who share your passion 
for food and are eager to share their 
experiences and recommendations. All 
while being offered a unique opportu-
nity to interact with chefs and food ven-
dors. Many chefs and vendors showcase 
their culinary skills and expertise at the 
festival. People learn about the differ-
ent ingredients used in the dishes, the 
cooking techniques, and the creative 
processes behind the dishes. They also 
get to ask questions, make suggestions, 
and offer feedback, which creates a dia-
logue between the chefs and the festival  
attendees.
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MINISTER of Public Health HE Dr Hanan Moham-
ed Al Kuwari met with Minister of Health of Sudan 
Dr Haitham Mohamed Ibrahim Awadallah, on the 
sidelines of the Middle East Forum on Quality and 
Safety in Healthcare 2023, which is being held in 
Doha, on Sunday.

During the meeting, they discussed cooperation 
between the two countries in various health fields and 
the ways to enhance them, in addition to the most im-
portant topics addressed by the Middle East Forum 
on Quality and Safety in Healthcare.

The Minister of Public Health also met with World 
Health Organization (WHO) Regional Director for the 
Eastern Mediterranean Dr Ahmed Salim Al Mandha-
ri. During the meeting, they discussed strengthening 
cooperation between Qatar and the WHO as well as 
the most important issues addressed by the Middle 
East Forum on Quality and Safety in Healthcare. (QNA)

HMC’s Geriatrics Dept named 
WHO Collaborating Center for 
Healthy Ageing and Dementia

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

HAMAD Medical Corporation’s 
(HMC) Department of Geriatrics and 
Long-Term Care has been designated 
by the World Health Organization 
(WHO) as a WHO Collaborating Cent-
er for Healthy Ageing and Dementia. 

The Collaborating Center initiative 
is designed to bring benefits to both 
parties, including more visibility of key 
projects and programmes, enabling 
improved opportunities to exchange 
information and develop technical 
cooperation with other international 
institutions as well as facilitate better 
access to funding for research and pro-
gramme development.

Dr Hanadi Al Hamad, national 
lead for Healthy Ageing in Qatar and 
chairperson of the Department of Ger-
iatrics and Long-Term Care at HMC, 
was designated as the head of the Col-
laborating Center. 

WHO Collaborating Centers are 
institutions which are designated by 
the director-general to carry out ac-
tivities in support of the organisation’s 
programmes. 

Currently, there are over 800 
WHO Collaborating Centers in over 
80 Member States working with WHO 
on areas such as nursing, occupational 
health, communicable diseases, nutri-
tion, mental health, chronic diseases 
and health technologies.

Minister of Public Health HE Dr 
Hanan Mohamed Al Kuwari praised 
this unique cooperation between Qa-
tar represented by the Ministry of 
Public Health and the World Health 
Organization, which is the third Col-
laborating Center, which confirms the 
strong focus and commitment to local 
health care. 

Previous Collaborating Center 

agreements in Qatar include the WHO 
Collaborating Center for Disease Epi-
demiology Analytics on HIV/AIDS, 
Sexually Transmitted Infections and 
Viral Hepatitis with Weill Cornell 
Medicine-Qatar, and the WHO Collab-
orating Center for Treating Tobacco 
Dependence with the HMC’s Tobacco 
Control Center, which achieved re-
designation in 2021.

Dr Hamad said, “Qatar’s popu-
lation is growing exponentially and 
this is resulting in a rapidly growing 
number of older adults. While some 
people age well and remain active and 
relatively illness free in older age, oth-
ers are more prone to chronic diseases 
and disabilities that negatively impact 
their quality and length of life. This 
Collaboration Center will support the 
WHO by contributing to knowledge 
and research on healthy ageing, in-
cluding the importance of integrated 
care and preventative health literacy 
promotion.”

Dr Hamad, who is also the Medical 
Director of Rumailah Hospital and the 
Qatar Rehabilitation Institute, added: 
“Dementia risk reduction, manage-
ment and care is another important 

area for joint collaboration that will be 
greatly supported by the Collaborating 
Center. We are already doing a lot in 
terms of research and promoting in-
tegrated care for patients living with 
Dementia and we are happy to share 
our findings with the WHO and other 
Collaborating Centers interested in the 
same field.”

Dr Ahmed Al Mandhari, WHO Re-
gional Director for the Eastern Medi-
terranean, said that this designation 
will help grow the collaborative efforts 
already in existence between relevant 
WHO teams and HMC teams. 

“WHO Collaborating Centers are 
a mechanism of cooperation in which 
relevant institutions are recognised 
by WHO as assisting the organisation 
in implementing its mandated work. 
These types of collaboration have 
been supporting the achievement of 
WHO’s planned strategic objectives at 
the regional and global levels for over 
70 years. The objectives are related to 
the development and strengthening 
of national and regional institutional 
capacity; and enhancing the scientific 
validity of its global health work,” said 
Dr Mandhari. 

The initiative is designed to bring benefits to both parties,  
including more visibility of key projects and programmes

WHO regional director visits 
HMC’s Tobacco Control Center 
to strengthen cooperation ties

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HAMAD Medical Corporation’s (HMC) 
Tobacco Control Center received on 
Sunday Dr Ahmed Al Mandhari, World 
Health Organization (WHO) Regional 
Director for the Eastern Mediterranean, 
who paid a brief visit to the centre in the 
company of Dr Rayana Bou Haka, WHO 
representative to Qatar. 

During the visit, Dr Mandhari met 
with all staff members at the centre. 

Dr Ahmad Al Mulla, head of HMC’s 
Tobacco Control Center, said: “During 
the meeting, we presented an overview 
of the activities, services, plans and fu-
ture programmes of the Tobacco Con-

trol Center. The discussion touched on 
ways of cooperation with the World 
Health Organization to support these 
programmes and plans, especially when 
taking into consideration that our centre 
offers its services to all countries of the 
eastern mediterranean region.” 

At the end of the meeting, Dr Mand-
hari confirmed that necessary measures 
will be taken to provide technical sup-
port to the centre to facilitate its work 
and maximise the benefits from the ser-
vices it provides. 

In 2017, HMC’s Tobacco Control 
Center has become the first centre in 
Qatar and the GCC region to be desig-
nated by the WHO as a collaborating 
centre for treating tobacco dependence.

‘Our Arabic stories and experiences are making their mark on world’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE curtain has come down on 
the first TEDinArabic Summit, 
held in Doha through a partner-
ship between Qatar Foundation 
(QF) and TED, with its audience 
hearing how having a platform 
for ideas and experiences to be 
shared in Arabic is making an 
impact on the world.

Under the theme ‘The But-
terfly Effect’, the two-day Sum-
mit has seen more than 3,000 
attendees listen to talks in Arabic 
by TED speakers, participate in 
interactive workshops, and expe-
rience the event’s Arabic stations 
and social spaces – all with the 
aim of amplifying ideas in Arabic.

The closing session of the 
Summit, attended by Her Excel-
lency Sheikha Hind bint Hamad 
Al Thani, vice chairperson and 
CEO of QF, saw Algerian journal-
ist Amal Arrab tell the audience: 
“This Summit has brought us to-

gether for two days in which we 
have felt the impact of ideas and 
experiences expressed through 
Arab voices. Most importantly, 
our stories and experiences may 
differ in their features, but they are 
similar in their impact, no matter 
how small that impact may seem 
to our eyes. There is no doubt that 
they are making a great change to 
the world around us.”

In a discussion with Arrab 

during the closing session, Olym-
pic swimmer and UNHCR Good-
will Ambassador Yusra Mardini 
spoke about how the ability of 
refugees to be self-reliant can be 
enhanced. In 2015, she fled Syria 
during the country’s revolution, 
reaching Greece by sea after 
travelling through Lebanon and 
Turkey, with she, her sister, and 
two other refugees swimming to 
push the boat to safety with 20 

other people aboard when its en-
gine failed.

She later competed at the 
2016 Olympic Games as a mem-
ber of the Refugee Olympic Team, 
has written her memoirs, and 
created a foundation that allows 
refugees and at-risk young peo-
ple to pursue their passions. And 
she told the TEDinArabic Sum-
mit: “I never thought swimming 
would bring me peace during the 

most difficult times of my life, 
and would become a way for me 
to represent millions of refugees 
around the world. But it did, and 
I will continue to use my voice to 
stand up for refugees and at-risk 
youth, because I know how pow-
erful it is when someone believes 
in you and your potential.”

Speakers on the second day 
of the Summit included Dr Ali 
Al-Rashid, a Qatari engineer, re-

searcher, and expert in the field 
of Artificial Intelligence and cy-
bersecurity, who recounted how 
his experiences at the beginning 
of his career changed his view of 
the development of AI, and the 
possibility it might come to dom-
inate human intelligence.

The final day of the Summit 
also featured a musical perfor-
mance by the Lebanese band 
Ikleel Aljabal.  
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Groundbreaking two-day TEDinArabic Summit, organised through partnership between QF and TED, concludes in Doha

EAA provides education for
Somalia’s vulnerable children

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AS a part of its Ramadan campaign, The 
Education Above All Foundation (EAA) 
is opening up new opportunities to edu-
cation for the most marginalised out-of-
school children in Somalia through its 
‘Educate Your Children II’ project.

The project aims to remove obstacles 
to educational access for out-of-school 
children affected by political and eco-
nomic instability, refugee status, inter-
nal displacement, social exclusion and 
poverty in Somalia. 

It is being implemented across 17 
districts within the five Somalia regional 
states of Galmudug, Hirshabelle, Juba-
land, South West and Puntland. The 
primary goal of the project is to ensure 
more than 80,000 out-of-school chil-
dren in Somalia have access and the op-
portunity to complete quality primary 
education.

The EAA’s Ramadan campaign is 
slated to create a strong, unique buzz 
among people during Ramadan. Its goal 
is to raise awareness about supporting 
education of all children and ensur-

ing no child is left behind. A donation 
of QR783 is enough to educate a child 
in quality primary school for a total of 
three years in Somalia. Full amount of 
all the funds will be used for education 
projects, and donations can be made at 
the EAA website: https://donate.educa-
tionaboveall.org/en/projects or at EAA 
partner’s check-out counters in Car-
refour, Lulu, Monoprix and Mega Mart 
supermarkets while shopping for your 
daily needs or simply through Talabat’s 
Education Above All store.


