
QNB Stars League: Al Arabi edge 
Gharafa; Qatar SC beat Al Ahli 3-1

The Italian Super Cup will be played as a four-team tournament next 
season and held in Saudi Arabia for four of the next six years, Serie 
A said on Monday. Serie A said it would decide whether to maintain 
the four-team format for the following five seasons at a later date 
and after a meeting of its clubs.  
The next two Super Cups will be held in Saudi Arabia, with two years 
elsewhere before returning to the Arab nation for the final two years. 
Serie A didn’t say where the two editions not held in Saudi Arabia 
would be played.  
Next year’s tournament will be contested in January 2024. The Super 
Cup has up to now featured the Serie A champions and the winners 
of the Italian Cup, with Inter Milan thumping AC Milan in this year’s 
edition in Riyadh in January. From next season it will feature the top 
two in Serie A and the Italian Cup finalists from the this campaign, in 
a similar change to the one made to the Spanish Super Cup.

Italian Super Cup played as four-team 
tournament in Saudi Arabia next season
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knee surgery  
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A 38th-minute penalty by Tu-
nisian star Youssef Msakni 
helped Al Arabi edge Al Ghara-
fa 1-0 in the QNB Stars League 
at the Thani Bin Jassim Stadi-
um on Monday. 

Al Arabi also received a red 
card in the 67th minute when 
their captain Abulla Hassan Al 
Marafi was penalized for foul-
ing an Al Gharafa player during 
a challenge.

The win strengthened Al 
Arabi’s position as second in 
the rankings with 34 points and 
now two points adrift of leaders 
Al Duhail. Al Gharafa moved 
down to 6th place remaining 
on 23 points.

The match saw many tus-
sles between players of the two 
sides while trying hard to make 
successful raids.

In the 30th minute, Al Ara-
bi’s call for a penalty were ruled 
out by the referee after a VAR 
confirmation when Ahmed 
Fathi collided with Al Gharafa’s 
Ahmed Alganehi while trying 
to head a ball inside the ‘D’. 
The ball appeared to have hit 
the hand of a jumping Alganehi 
but the VAR replay confirmed 
it had gone off the back shoul-
der.

The Dream Team didn’t 
have to wait long as soon they 
got a spot kick after Al Ghara-
fa’s Islom Khujaev handled the 
ball while trying to clear it in 
front of the goal against a chal-
lenging Rami Suhail. The refer-
ee this time signaled to the spot 
after a VAR view.

With the Al Arabi defence 
holding good, Al Gharafa’s at-
tempts to equalize met with a 
lot of resistance.

Qatar SC beat Al Ahli 3-1
Meanwhile, Qatar SC climbed 
to fourth in the table after a 
come-from-behind 3-1 win 
over Al Ahli at the Hamad Bin 
Khalifa Stadium. 

Ahli took the lead towards 
the end of first half before Qa-
tar SC rallied to score all their 
goals in the second half for a 
much-needed victory. While 
Hossein Kanaani scored for 
Ahli in the 44th minute, Qatar 
SC’s scorers were Badr Benoun 
(72nd minute), Eisa Ahmed 
(77th minute) and Under-20 
substitute Raoul Sanda (90+8 
minute).

Both teams began the battle 
sprightly and Qatar SC’s Javier 
Martinez produced a menac-
ing header in the sixth minute, 
but Al Ahli goalkeeper Yazan 
Naim jumped high to stave off 
the threat with his outstretched 
hand. Qatar SC made a few 
more raids, but were still un-
successful.

Ahli then struck when Ka-
naani produced a fine header 
off a corner kick from Abou-
bakr Mohamed Bayoumi, 

which flew into the left corner 
of the net. Rattled Qatar SC 
then looked to make amends 
and in the added time of open-
ing half, Sebastian Soria did 
break through to score, but was 
offside.

The hard efforts of Qatar 
SC paid them dividends late 
into the second half with Be-
noun replying with a superb 
header to the top right of the 
net from a dead ball kick of 
Bashar Resan. 

Qatar SC did not have to 
wait long to consolidate their 
lead as Palangi made a good 
left foot kick even while losing 
balance off a cross from Soria.

Ahli stepped up their ef-
forts to find an equalizer, but 
were again left shocked in the 
dying moments as the young 
Sanda launched a counter-

attack picking on a long ball 
to dash for a fine field goal. He 
was assisted by Khaled Walid 
on the way as he returned a 
perfect cross. 

Umm Salal beat  
Al Shamal 1-0
Earlier at the Thani Bin Jassim 
Stadium, Umm Salal recorded 
a valuable 1-0 win over Al Sha-
mal thanks to Adel Alawi strike 
in the stoppage time. Umm 
Salal, who are 11th in the table 
raised their tally to 13 points, 
just one behind Shamal, who 
are ninth. Shamal’s Jassim al-
Hashemi was sent off in 90+10 
minute after receiving a second 
yellow card.

The match started off 
strongly and Umm Salal’s Yas-
sin al-Bakhit almost scored 
in the fifth minute, but Sha-

mal goalkeeper Babacar Seck 
blocked the ball. Play was con-
fined to the midfield and Umm 
Salal’s Al Bakhit passed a ball 
in the 19th minute to Joao 
Teixeira, who hit it over the 
crossbar. 

At the beginning of sec-
ond half, intense attempts 
were made especially by Umm 
Salal. They came close to scor-
ing again in the 54th minute, 
but the Al Shamal defence and 
goalkeeper dealt with it.

Shamal too had their chanc-
es and, in the 59th minute, Am-
jad Atwan hit his shot against 
the post as he tested Umm Salal 
goalkeeper of Khalifa Abubakr. 
Even as both teams tried hard 
for a breakthrough, Umm Salal 
succeeded in getting it as Al 
Bakhit provided Alawi with a 
cross to find the target.

Qatar SC players celebrate their win over Al Ahli at the Hamad Bin Khalifa Stadium on Monday. The 3-1 win 
saw Qatar SC surge into the top four of the QNB Stars League.

Al Arabi’s Tunisian star Youssef Msakni (centre) battles for the ball with an Al Gharafa player as Al Arabi’s 
Aron Gunnarsson looks on during their postponed Week 10 match of the QNB Stars League at the Thani Bin 
Jassim Stadium on Monday. Al Arabi won 1-0.

The Qatar Volleyball team has made the grade for the FIVB Volleyball 
Men’s Qualification Tournaments for Paris 2024 Olympics after placing 
themselves within the top 25 teams in the world. Qatar will battle for 
their maiden Olympic Games volleyball appearance at the Qualifiers 
where six teams will secure tickets to Paris Games next year. Details of 
the qualification tournaments will be announced by FIVB, the govern-
ing body of world volleyball, later. France have already qualified for the 
Games due to their host status, while Russia have been made ineligible. 
The remaining 24 teams at the top of the FIVB rankings will be drawn 
under three pools, based on the hosts venues of the qualifying tourna-
ments (Brazil, Japan and China). Two nations from each pool will receive 
qualification for the July 27-August 11, 2024 multi-sport extravaganza.

Qatar’s Cherif Younousse and Ahmed Tijan won the bronze medal at the 
King of the Court - Miami Beach 2023 Tournament. The Qatari former 
World No. 1 pair, now ranked third, shared the podium with Estonian 
duo  Kusti Nolvak/Mart Tiisaar who emerged champions, and the silver 
winners Noe Aravena/Vicente Droguett  of Chile. Canadian duo Brandie 
Wilkerson and Melissa Humana-Paredes won the women’s title.

Misbah explodes again as Asia Lions shrink Giants in 10-overs clash
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WITH rain and grey skies 
threatening to play spoilsport 
in the Legends League Cricket 
on Monday, Asia Lions’ Mis-
bah Ul Haq ensured that the 
fans still had plenty to rejoice 
in a shortened 10-overs-a-side 
game at the Asian Town Inter-
national Stadium on Monday.

But Misbah Ul Haq cracked 
an unbeaten 44 off just 19 balls 
as Asia Lions beat World Gi-
ants by 35 runs in the rain-re-
duced match. 

The 48-year-old, who 
hardly looks so though, once 
again launched himself crack-
ing an 44 off just 19 balls as he 
slammed four fours and three 
huge sixes, two of which was 
caught in the stands by the 
fans. Each catch of a six is re-
warded with QR600!

Misbah’s blitzkreig and 

Tillakaratne Dilshan’s unbeat-
en 32 off 24 balls (3x4s; 1x6) 
saw the Asian Lions posted 99 

for 3 in 10 overs.
World Giants could muster 

only 64 for 5 in 10 overs despite 

Chris Gayle’s 23 off 16 balls 
with three sixes. 

The West Indian Gayle was 
earlier lucky to have survived 
after the umpire ruled him leg 
before wicket but a DRS deci-
sion changed that in his favour 
and he laughed back his way to 

the crease.
Later, Asia Lions skipper 

Shahid Afridi, with a double 
strike in the 5th over removed 
Gayle and Lendl Simmons, to 
put his team on road to victory. 

Bangladesh’s left-arm spin-
ner Abdur Razzak sclaped 

Shane Watson and Ricardo 
Powell in eighth over as World 
Giants fell short by 35 runs 

It was second win for the 
Asian Lions after their win over 
India Maharajas in the tourna-
ment opener.

Speaking about the contest, 
Raman Raheja, the Co-founder 
and CEO of Legends League 
Cricket, said, “Rain Gods played 
a surprise one on us here in the 
desert but finally we had a good 
game of cricket. Fans enjoyed 
and that’s what matters in the 
end. We are ready for the next 
match between Asia Lions and 
Indian Maharajas on Tuesday 
and hopefully with no surprises 
from the weather.”
ScoreS: Asia Lions 99 for 3 in 
10 overs (Tillakaratne Dilshan 32 
n.o, Misbah Ul haq 44 n.o) beat 
World Giants 64 for 5 (Chris 
Gayle 23, Shahid Afridi 2 for 
11, Abdur Razzak 2 for 2) by 35 
runs. MoM: Misbah Ul haq. 

Asia Lions skipper Shahid Afridi obliges fans with a selfie at the Asian 
Town International Stadium on Monday evening.
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King of The Court Miami Tour 
bronze for younousse & Tijan

Misbah Ul Haq (right) celebrates their win with skipper Shahid Afridi.
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SOUTHAMPTON have de-
manded action from social me-
dia platforms after calling in 
police over racist abuse aimed 
at defender Kyle Walker-Peters.

The full-back was targeted 
with a series of offensive replies, 
including monkey emojis, to his 
latest Instagram post following 
Sunday’s 0-0 Premier League 
draw at Manchester United.

One racist term was used in 
reference to United substitute 
Alejandro Garnacho, who had 
been left writhing in pain after a 
challenge by Walker-Peters late 
in the game.

An official statement from 
the Saints said: “In February 
2021, the club made a statement 
about one of our young players 
receiving abhorrent racial abuse 
following a match against Man-
chester United.

“More than two years on, 
we find ourselves in the exact 
same position: disgusted and 
disappointed in the behaviour 
of those online who lower them-
selves to abusing players for the 
colour of their skin.

“What is equally frustrating 

is the lack of meaningful action 
in those two years from the so-
cial media platforms who allow 
such hatred to breed and fester.

“As we have said before, 
Southampton Football Club 
fights every day to remove such 
people from our sport and our 
community in order to protect 
our players, our staff, South-
ampton fans and those football 
supporters around the world 
who recognise and celebrate 
the diversity that makes football 

special.
“We have forwarded the 

messages concerned to Hamp-
shire Police in keeping with our 
normal processes when dealing 
with these cases.

“We have also reported 
these posts to the social media 
platforms involved.

“We can only hope that they 
finally pay attention to what 
continues to be a major prob-
lem and that we do not find our-
selves repeating these words in 

another two years’ time.” South-
ampton’s stance was backed by 
the Football Association.

A statement on the FA’s of-
ficial Twitter account said: “We 
strongly condemn the racist on-
line abuse that continues to be 
directed towards players across 
our game.

“We urge social media com-
panies and authorities to take 
the strongest possible action 
and we will not stop challenging 
this issue until tangible changes 
are made.” Meta, which owns 
Instagram, is in contact with 
Southampton over the matter 
and has removed the offending 
comments from Walker-Peters’ 
account.

A spokesperson said: “We 
don’t want racist abuse on In-
stagram, and we’ve removed a 
number of comments for break-
ing our rules.

“Over the last few years, 
we’ve launched several ways to 
help protect people from hav-
ing to experience abuse in the 
first place, including our Hidden 
Words feature which lets people 
filter offensive comments and 
DMs - and we recently started 
turning this on by default for 
people with creator accounts.

De Bruyne sees no issues with 
Haaland’s form amid Man City blip

Gary Lineker reinstated  
as BBC presenter as 

corporation apologises

Muller not upset about 
being dropped for next 

Germany games

DPA 
BERLIN 

KEVIN de Bruyne downplayed 
any suggestion of issues within 
the team and a decline in form 
for Manchester City’s star 
striker Erling Haaland.

Haaland has been in sensa-
tional form in his debut cam-
paign with the club, scoring 34 
goals in all appearances across 
all competitions.

However, the Norway in-
ternational has scored just 
three goals in his last nine 
appearances, leading to sug-
gestions that his performance 
levels have dropped.

De Bruyne does not see it 
that way though, explaining 
that teams are more prepared 
to face him now than they were 
at the beginning of the season.

“I think it’s a bit of every-
thing but I don’t feel like it’s 
different than in the begin-
ning,” he told a press confer-
ence ahead of the Champions 
League clash against RB Leip-
zig.

“People are maybe more 
anticipating to his runs, there’s 
always the first part of the sea-
son and then the second part. 
In the second part, I feel teams 
are a lot more organised, they 
play for more from both sides 
of the table, so people are 
more prepared in every sense 
of the way.

“Maybe he was a little bit 

more prolific [before] when 
he got the chances but I don’t 
think we need to complain 
about Erling’s output.

I think he’s fine.
“If we see the Crystal Pal-

ace game, he could have scored 
two, I don’t think there’s any 
issue but obviously people are 
always anticipating for him to 
score two or three goals but his 
average is a goal a game.

It seems fine for me.
“It’s good to have different 

options. In the past few years, 
people would maybe say there 
wasn’t enough presence in the 
box and there wasn’t enough 
deep runs, now people are say-
ing the opposite.

“It works in different ways. 
In the beginning of the season 
when everything was going in, 
we were winning a lot of games 
and nothing was going wrong, 
but then obviously when you 
lose a few points it’s different.

“I don’t think there’s an 

issue with anything going out 
from the team or with Erling. 
I know people will judge on 
how we play and maybe we 
sometimes play a better brand 
of football in different games 
or in other years but that hap-
pens.

“Crystal Palace at home for 
instance, he won us the game. 
I think the team is really hap-
py with him, he’s really happy 
playing with us, so I think 
we’re fine.”

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

TELEVISION sports presenter 
Gary Lineker will continue as 
a presenter at British public 
broadcaster BBC after the cor-
poration apologised for “po-
tential confusion caused by the 
grey areas” of its social media 
guidelines.

A host of sports presenters 
and pundits pulled out of BBC 
shows at the weekend after the 
former England striker was 
told to step back from host-
ing his football review show 
“”Match Of The Day” in a row 
over impartiality.

The 62-year-old was taken 
off air for a tweet comparing 
the language used to launch a 
new government asylum seek-

er policy with 1930s Germany.
The BBC’s director-general 

Tim Davie has now confirmed 
Lineker will continue as the 
host of “Match Of The Day,” 
saying: “Everyone recognises 
this has been a difficult period 
for staff, contributors, pre-
senters and, most importantly, 
our audiences. I apologise for 
this.

“The potential confusion 
caused by the grey areas of the 
BBC’s social media guidance 
that was introduced in 2020 is 
recognized. I want to get mat-
ters resolved and our sport 
content back on air.” 

In a short statement, 
Lineker said: “I am glad that 
we have found a way forward. 
I support this review and look 
forward to getting back on air.”

DPA 
MUNICH

BAYERN Munich forward 
Thomas Muller has reacted 
calmly to not being picked 
into the German national team 
for the next two international 
breaks, saying it gives him 
more time to focus on his club.

Germany coach Hansi Flick 
said that Muller, 33, would not 
be part of the squad for March 
and June friendlies but that the 
door wasn’t closed and he could 
feature again from Septem-
ber onwards and at next year’s 
Euro tournament in Germany.

Flick said he wanted to give 
young talent a chance and that 
he had informed 121-times 
capped Muller of his decision.

Muller said on Instagram 
Monday he wasn’t upset: “We 
appreciate each other and will 
continue to have a good ex-
change. Then we’ll see how it 
goes. I’m keeping my fingers 

crossed for the boys for the 
first international matches of 
the year.” The 2014 World Cup 
winner was dropped by former 
coach Joachim Löw in 2019 but 
recalled by Löw two years ago. 
Muller said after the World Cup 
group stage exit in Qatar in De-
cember that he would remain 
available for the national team 
if he was selected.

Muller said he would now 
fully focus on Bayern who top 
the Bundesliga and are in the 
quarter-finals of the Champi-
ons League and German Cup.

“Personally, I want to use 
the international break to pre-
pare myself in the best possible 
way for the upcoming tasks at 
Bayern,” he said.

“The decisive phase of the 
season in club football is just 
around the corner. We are in a 
great position in all three com-
petitions and still have a lot to 
do this season! My hunger for 
trophies is unbroken!”
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Southampton demand action after 
racist abuse aimed at Walker-Peters

(From left) Manchester City’s Portuguese midfielder Bernardo Silva, Manchester City’s English midfielder Phil 
Foden and Manchester City’s Norwegian striker Erling Haaland attend a team training session at Manchester 
City training ground in Manchester on Monday. (AFP)

Neymar undergoes successfull knee surgery at Aspetar

Brazilian football star and Paris Saint-Germain forward Neymar da Silva Santos Junior, has been discharged from Aspetar, orthopedic and 
sports medicine hospital on Sunday following a successful ankle surgery on Friday. Neymar will now take some time to recover before starting 
his rehabilitation programme. (TNN)

Gary Lineker, former England footballer turned sports TV presenter 
for the BBC, leaves his house, in London, on Monday. Gary Lineker will 
return as presenter of the flagship BBC football show Match of the Day, 
the broadcaster said. (AFP)

Southampton’s English defender Kyle Walker-Peters (left) vies with 
Manchester United’s English striker Marcus Rashford (right) at Old  
Trafford in Manchester on Sunday. (AFP)

Frankfurt fan official 
fears Naples ban could 

set a precedent
DPA 

FRANKFURT 

AN Eintracht Frankfurt fan 
official has urged the conti-
nental football body UEFA 
to take action after their fans 
have been banned by Italian 
authorities from attending the 
second leg of their Champions 
League last-16 tie at Italy’s 
Napoli.

“UEFA must not remain 
idle. We expect a clear position 
on this. It is a clear UEFA rule 
that 5% of the stadium capac-
ity must go to the visiting club 
in a securely separated area,” 
Dario Minden from the board 
of Frankfurt’s fan department 
told dpa on Monday.

“A venue that cannot guar-
antee this has no place in Eu-
ropean competition.” 

Frankfurt can have none of 
their fans at the game after the 
prefecture of the city of Naples 
decreed on Sunday that tickets 
must not be issued to Frank-
furt residents. 

The decision came after 
Frankfurt successfully had a 
first ruling from Italy’s inte-

rior ministry banning all Ger-
man citizens overturned.

Frankfurt board member 
Philipp Reschke named the 
Naples decree “unlawful” and 
“unsuitable,” saying said that 
two-thirds of their fans do not 
live in the city.

He said the club was fore-
going its allocation because 
the situation remained un-
certain but that they would 
also appeal the latest ruling 
because “it is more about the 
principle for us and how it af-
fects future decisions.” 

Minden expressed fear that 
the case - based on security 
concerns after violence around 
the first-leg game in Frankfurt 
- could be a dangerous prec-
edent.

“Many in the football busi-
ness probably don’t yet under-
stand the implications of what 
Naples is doing to Eintracht 
Frankfurt right now,” he said.

“It jeopardises the whole 
European away game culture 
when it is so easy to exclude 
visiting fans. Ultimately, the 
whole magic of the European 
Cup would go to the dogs.”
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The last day of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy 2023 saw 
India win the series 2-1 after 
Australia batters held out for a 
draw at Ahmedabad. 

With this result, India have 
secured their place in the ICC 
World Test Championship final 
against Australia at The Oval 
starting on June 7, after a thrill-
ing last-ball win for New Zea-
land ended Sri Lanka’s push for 
a top-two finish.

The final day of the fourth 
Test of the series began with the 
tourists 88 runs behind the In-
dia total. Rohit Sharma tossed 
the ball to his trusted bowlers, 
Ravichandran Ashwin and Mo-
hammad Shami. 

And soon enough, Ashwin 
provided a breakthrough by 
trapping the makeshift opener 
Matthew Kuhnemann lbw. This 
however proved to be a false 
dawn, as Travis head (90) and 
Marnus Labuschagne (63*) en-
sured that the India attack la-
boured on a true batting surface. 

The duo pretty much ended 
chances of an India victory by 
batting out almost 50 overs, be-
fore head fell to a beauty from 
Axar Patel.

This was Patel’s 50th Test 
wicket. he became the fastest 
Indian player to reach the land-
mark (in terms of balls bowled). 

Post-tea, a draw seemed to 
be the only result possible. With 
the game meandering nowhere, 
the sides shook hands in the 
79th over of Australia’s innings. 

Virat Kohli won the Player 
of the Match award for his stun-
ning 186 at Ahmedabad. Ash-
win and Ravindra Jadeja were 
the joint-winners of the Player 
of the Series award. Both made 
crucial all-round contributions: 
Ashwin picked 25 wickets and 
scored 86 runs, while Jadeja 
picked 22 wickets and scored 

135 runs. 
With this draw, India took 

the series 2-1. This is India’s 
fourth successive Test series 
win over Australia. 

Overall, India have won 10 
out of 16 Border-Gavaskar Tro-
phy series. 

They have now won their 
last 16 Test series at home.

India have secured their 
place in the ICC World Test 
Championship final against 
Australia at The Oval start-
ing on June 7, after a thrilling 
last-ball win for New Zealand 
ended Sri Lanka’s push for a 
top-two finish.

India’s destructive start 
to their Test series at home 
against Australia means their 
worst possible WTC points 
percentage is now 57%, assum-
ing there are no penalty points 

against them for a poor over 
rate in the fourth Test against 
Australia in Ahmedabad.

Sri Lanka were initially 
hampered by rain and then un-
able to bowl out New Zealand 
on day five of the first Test in 
Christchurch, meaning Dimuth 
Karunaratne’s side can now fin-
ish with a best possible WTC 
points percentage of 53% even if 
they win the second Test.

Taking a 2-1 series lead in 
the opening three of four Tests 
at home against Australia 
proved to be enough for Rohit 
Sharma’s side to clinch their 
spot in the WTC final, though 
to put the icing on the cake 
they are on track to avoid de-
feat in the fourth Test and win 
the Border-Gavaskar series 
outright.

India began their campaign 

for the cycle in england, taking 
a 2-1 lead in their series against 
Joe Root’s men, before the fifth 
Test was postponed until 2022 
due to Covid.

They would go on to lose 
the fifth Test match in Bir-
mingham, though strong home 
series against New Zealand, Sri 
Lanka and Bangladesh set up 
their charge to the WTC final.

Their Border-Gavaskar se-
ries win sets up a final against 
Australia on neutral ground 
at The Oval in London begin-
ning on June 7, with the win-
ner claiming the World Test 
Championship mace.

India lost the inaugural 
World Test Championship fi-
nal to New Zealand in 2021, as 
Kane Williamson’s side chased 
down a target of 139 in South-
ampton.

Rohit Sharma, skipper of 
the Indian team was elated 
after India sealed their spot 
in the final. he said, “We are 
delighted to qualify for our 
second successive World Test 
Championship Final. We have 
played some outstanding 
cricket both home and away 
in the last two years and I am 
proud of my team and their 
unwavering commitment to 
success in Test cricket which is 
one of the main reasons for our 
qualification.” 

Anticipating a tough con-
test against Australia, Rohit 
added, “We will soon turn our 
focus on the Ultimate Test at 
The Oval which is one of the 
most iconic Test venues in the 
world. Australia will definitely 
come hard at us in the final and 
it should make for an enthral-

ling contest that will be en-
joyed by five-day cricket fans 
from around the world.” 

The Indian captain was 
also confident about their 
chances of winning the mace, 
stating, “India have always 
enjoyed excellent support in 
england and I am confident 
that we will have a big turn-
out of Indian fans from 7 June 
once we begin our quest for the 
ICC World Test Championship 
Mace, we are determined to 
win the championship and im-
prove on our performance at 
Southampton two years ago.”
scores
Australia 480 (Khawaja 180, 
Ashwin 6-91) & 175-2 dec (Head 
90, Labuschagne 63*) vs india 
571 (Kohli 186, S Gill 128).
Match Drawn; India won series 
2-1.

India win Test series 2-1 against Australia, 
clinch World Test Championship final spot

India’s players pose with the trophy after winning the series at the end of the fourth and final Test against Australia at the Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad on Monday. (Afp)

How Christchurch match shifted World Test Championship final race

Pakistan name Shadab as captain for Afghanistan T20Is

icc
ChristChurCh

NeW Zealand ended Sri 
Lanka’s hopes of qualifying for 
the ICC World Test Champion-
ship 2023 final after sealing 
a last-ball, two-wicket win in 
Christchurch.

As Kane Williamson scur-
ried to run a match-winning 
bye off the final ball, their vic-
tory quashed Sri Lanka’s hopes 
of finishing in the top two posi-
tions in the ICC World Test 
Championship standings, with 
India now set to play Australia 
in the final of the marquee 
event at The Oval in London 
from June 7-11.

earlier on a dramatic day 
in Christchurch, rain added to 
the uncertainty as Sri Lanka 
and New Zealand battled in 
the first Test, with multiple 
scenarios seeming equally 
likely at various points.

Needing 257 runs with nine 
wickets in hand on the trun-
cated day, New Zealand began 

in circumspect fashion, before 
Daryl Mitchell and Kane Wil-
liamson accelerated.

A draw was not good 
enough for Sri Lanka, who 
attacked in spite of the Kiwi 
counter, and as the pair arm-
wrestled in a pulsating day, all 
four results were still possible 
when Asitha Fernando took the 
ball for the match’s final over.

With five needed off the 
final three deliveries, Wil-
liamson swatted a boundary 
behind point, before running 
a bye with the injured Neil 
Wagner to claim victory off the 
final ball of the day at 7:41pm 
local time.

Sri Lanka needed victory 
in both Test matches in New 
Zealand to stand a chance of 
qualifying for the final.
scores
First Test, Christchurch, (day five)
sri Lanka 355 (Southee 5-64) & 
302 (Mathews 115)
new Zealand 373 (Mitchell 102) 
& 285-8 (Williamson 121*)
New Zealand won by 2 wickets.

icc 

ALL-ROUNDeR Shadab 
Khan will captain Pakistan for 
the three-match T20I series 
against Afghanistan, which is 
set to commence on 24 March.

Pakistan have rested key 
players and named a new-
look side filled with fresh 
talent, with the onus on man-
aging the workloads as well 
preparation for the ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup 2024.

Regular captain Babar 
Azam, opener Fakhar Za-
man, the pacers haris Rauf 
and Shaheen Afridi, as well 
as Mohammad Rizwan, the 
wicketkeeper-batter, have all 
been rested.

In addition, all of Asif 
Ali, haider Ali, Mohammad 
hasnain and Khushdil Shah 
failed to find a spot in the 
squad.

These players had formed 
the crux of Pakistan’s squad 

for the T20 World Cup in 
Australia.

In their place, four un-
capped players – Ihsanullah, 
Saim Ayub, Tayyab Tahir and 
Zaman Khan – have been 
named in the 15-man squad.

Abdullah Shafique, Azam 
Khan, Faheem Ashraf and 
Imad Wasim have also been 
recalled to the side.

“I want to congratulate 
Shadab Khan on his appoint-
ment as the Pakistan team 
captain for the series against 
Afghanistan,” said Najam 
Sethi, the chair of PCB’s Man-
agement Committee.

“Shadab Khan has been 
the Pakistan vice-captain in 
white-ball cricket for the past 

couple of years and it is logi-
cal that he takes over the side 
in the absence of Babar Azam 
for the short three-match 
T20I tour of Sharjah.

“For the short Sharjah 
tour and to ensure continu-
ity, we have also appointed 
Mohammad Yousuf as the in-
terim head and batting coach.

“Yousuf has been with the 
national side since last year as 
a batting coach and has also 
been working in the National 
high Performance Centre.” 

haroon Rashid, the Chair 
of the selection committee, said 
the rotation policy employed 
would enable Pakistan to test 
the skillset of the talent pool.

“For the short three-T20I 

series against Afghanistan, 
the selection committee has 
followed the standard rota-
tion policy by resting the lead-
ing performers and providing 
high-performing domestic 
performers with opportuni-
ties to demonstrate their tal-
ent and potential at the inter-
national level,” he said.

“This will also allow us to 
test the temperament and abili-
ties of these players and help-
ing us to strengthen our pool 
of players as we look forward to 
building and preparing a formi-
dable side for next year’s T20 
World Cup in the West Indies 
and United States.” 
Pakistan squad: 
Shadab Khan (c), Abdullah 
Shafique, Azam Khan, Faheem 
Ashraf, Iftikhar Ahmed, Ihsanullah, 
Imad Wasim, Mohammad Haris, 
Mohammad Nawaz, Mohammad 
Wasim Jnr, Naseem Shah, Zaman 
Khan, Tayyab Tahir, Shan Masood, 
Saim Ayub.

Sports

New Zealand’s Kane Williamson (centre) makes a successful run to win the first Test against Sri Lanka at Hagley Oval in Christchurch on Monday. (Afp)

Regular captain Babar Azam, opener Fakhar Zaman, 
the pacers Haris Rauf and Shaheen Afridi, as well  
as Mohammad Rizwan, wicketkeeper-batter, have  
all been rested.

Islamabad United’s Shadab Khan plays a shot during the Pakistan 
Super League (PSL) Twenty20 match against Peshawar Zalmi at the 
Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium, in Rawalpindi on Sunday. (Afp)
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Inaugural Qatar Universities Handball 
League 2023 gets underway

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE first edition of the Qatar 
Universities Handball League 
2023 for men kicked off at the 
Qatar University’s new sport 
Arena on Sunday. The March 
12-21 event has participation 
of a number of high education 
institutions and Universities 
who are competing in a friendly 
environment full of sportsman-
ship and fair play.

The opening day on Sun-
day was attended by senior 
officials and  board members 
of  the Qatar Collegiate Sports 
Federation (QCSF) , along with 
representatives of Universities, 
participating teams and stu-
dents.

Qatar Universities Hand-

ball League is the third con-
secutive event to be organized  
within a month under the um-
brella of the Qatar Collegiate 
Sports Federation (QCSF) , ac-
cording to its calendar for  the 
sport season 2023. 

Most notably, the sport 
arena at the Qatar Founda-
tion is hosting now the com-
petitions of first edition of  the 

Qatar Universities basketball 
League 2023 for men & wom-
en, which is running from mid 
February to the 15th of March, 
while at the Qatar Foundation 
Cricket Ground students are 
competing for top honours 
in the first Qatar Universities 
Cricket League 2023 , from 
25th of February to 19th of 
March.

These opening edition has 
received a big response from 
higher education institutions, 
teaching staff and students with 
Qatar University, Doha Univer-
sity for Science & Technology, 
Qatar Foundation Universities 
and High military institutes be-
ing among the top ones.

QCSF Secretary-General 
Rashid Saed Mohammed, said 
the QCSF’s 2023 calendar is 
busy with several sport tour-
naments and events along the 
year 2023  and hopefully these 
activities could be more effec-
tive in spreading the sport cul-
ture among students. 

“The QCSF will keep in-
teracting and participating  in 
all the sport and community 
events annually organized by 
the State of Qatar,” he said.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
LUSAIL

IN terms of numbers and 
strength in depth across the 
different classes, this week’s 
Qatar International Baja is the 
largest ever to be hosted by the 
Qatar Motor and Motorcycle 
Federation (QMMF) since 33 
bikes tackled the event back 
in November 2004, with vic-
tory on that occasion falling to 
UAE-based German rider Tim 
Trenker on a KTM.

This week, 51 motorcycles 
and four quads grace the entry 
list for the second round of the 
2023 FIM Bajas World Cup.

MX Ride Dubai has entered 
four motorcycles in Qatar and 
the team’s lead rider Moham-
med Al Balooshi will be hoping 
to repeat his recent Saudi victo-
ry and extend his early lead in 
the FIM Bajas World Cup. The 
Emirati has mixed memories of 
his previous visits to Qatar for 
the longer Cross-Country Rally 
and knows full well how tricky 
the navigation is and how de-
ceptive the terrain can be.

His brother Sultan is 10th 
in the championship standings 
and rides a second team bike 
alongside fellow Emirati Mar-
wan Al Rahmani and Kuwait’s 
Abdullah Al Shatti. Jordan’s 
Abdullah Abu Aisheh is not 
present on this occasion.

Qatar-based Australian 
Martin Chalmers is seeded at 
two after finishing second to Al 
Balooshi in Saudi Arabia, while 
Briton Alex McInnes is third 

in the points’ standings after 
round one and starts at three.

Talented Polish rider Kon-
rad Dabrowski claimed overall 
victory in last year’s Qatar In-
ternational Baja and this year’s 
fourth seed is also the pre-
event favourite to win the FIM 
Juniors’ class for riders under 
25-years-old on January 1st, 
2023. He comes into the week-

end as both the defending FIM 
Bajas World Cup and Junior 
Champion.

Konrad’s closest Junior ri-
val may well be McInnes, who 
leads the Junior section on his 
Motozone Husqvarna after fin-
ishing second in the champion-
ship last season. 

Canadian Jonathan Finn and 
Italy’s Alessandro Iacovelli will 

also be chasing points in Juniors.
The experienced KTM rider 

Mirjam Pol is the defending 
FIM Women’s World Cham-
pion and leads three rivals 
into a tussle for honours in 
Qatar. The Dutch girl lines up 
against last year’s runner-up, 
Poland’s Joanna Modrzewska, 
Kuwait’s Sarah Khuraibet and 
Great Britain’s Vanessa Ruck, 

the latter riding a Honda CRF 
450 RX.

Fourteen riders are eligi-
ble to score points in the FIM 
Veterans category for over 45s. 
Australia’s Andrew Houlihan 
leads the class after his use-
ful ninth-place finish in Saudi 
Arabia but competition will be 
intense in the Qatar deserts.

The Husqvarna rider faces 
a six-strong Italian challenge 
from Cesare Zacchetti, Franc-
esco Catanese, Fabrizio Mac-
chitella, Alberto Bertoldi, Elio 
Aglioni and Enrico Tanganelli, 
while Britain’s Barry Howe also 
holds European hopes of suc-

cess alongside Norway’s Ola 
Floene.

The Qatari trio of Sheikh 
Mohammed Al Thani, Mahan-
na Rashid Al Naimi and Mo-
hammed Al Kaabi, South Afri-
ca’s Jaco Anderson and Emirati 
rider Mohammed Al Shamsi 
round off the runners eligible 
for the Veterans’ category.

The competitive action gets 
underway with a Prologue stage 
on Thursday from 14.15hrs 
onwards. This precedes the 
ceremonial start at a new loca-
tion on Lusail Boulevard, start-
ing with the motorcycles and 
quads from 19.30hrs.

Big depth in Qatar Baja motorcycle classes

QBF launches 2nd GFB24 
Clinic with NBA coach brown 
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Polish ride Konrad Dabrowski, who claimed overall victory in last year’s Qatar International Baja.

Joanna Modrzewska.

Qatar-based Australian Martin Chalmers and Abdullah Al Shatti.

FIM – Bikes (top 10)
1. Mohammed Al Balooshi (ARE) KTM 450 Rally 
Replica
2. Martin Chalmers (AUS) Beta 430 RR
3. Alex McInnes (GBR) Husqvarna FE450
4. Konrad Dabrowski (POL) KTM 450 Rally
5. Jonathan Finn (CAN) Honda CRF 450 RL
6. Mishal Al Ghuneim (SAU) KTM 450  
7. Hamdan Al Ali (ARE) KTM 450
8. Brett Hunt (GBR) Husqvarna FE450
9. Andrew Houlihan (AUS) Husqvarna FR
10. Sultan Al Balooshi (ARE) TBA
FIM - Juniors
3. Alex McInnes (GBR) Husqvarna FE450
4. Konrad Dabrowski (POL) KTM 450 Rally
5. Jonathan Finn (CAN) Honda CRF 450 RL
49. Alessandro Lacovelli (ITA) Husaberg 350 FE
FIM - Women

28. Mirjam Pol (NLD) KTM
30. Joanna Modrzewska (POL) KTM 450 Rally
31. Sarah Khuraibet (KWT) Husqvarna FE 450
41. Vanessa Ruck (GBR) Honda CRF 450 RX
FIM - Veterans
9. Andrew Houlihan (AUS) Husqvarna FR
13. Barry Howe (GBR) Husqvarna 450 FE
18. Cesare Zacchetti (ITA) KTM EXC 350F
22. Sheikh Mohammed Al Thani (QAT) GasGas 
Rally Replica
23. Mohammed Al Kaabi (QAT) KTM 450 Rally 
Replica
24. Jaco Anderson (ZAF) KTM 450 EXC
26. Mahanna Rashid Al Naimi (QAT) Honda CRF 
450 X
32. Ola Floene (NOR) KTM 450 Rally
33. Francesco Catanese (ITA) KTM 450 Rally
36. Fabrizio Machitella (ITA) KTM 450 EXC-F

37. Alberto Bertoldi (ITA) KTM 450 Rally Replica
38. Elio Aglioni (ITA) KTM 450 Rally Replica
39. Enrico Tanganelli (ITA) Husqvarna 450 Rally 
Replica
43. Mohammed Al Shamsi (ARE) KTM 450 XC
FIM Bajas World Cup – standings after round 1:
1. Mohammed Al Balooshi (ARE) 25pts
2. Martin Chalmers (AUS) 20pts
3. Alex McInnes (GBR) 16pts
4. Jonathan Finn (CAN) 13pts
5. Mishal Al Ghuneim (SAU) 11pts
6. Abdullah Abu Aisheh (JOR) 10pts
7. Hamdan Al Ali (ARE) 9pts
8. Brett Hunt (GBR) 8pts
9. Andrew Houlihan (AUS) 7pts
10. Sultan Al Balooshi (ARE) 6pts, etc

2023 Qatar International Baja – Leading entries:

DPA 
NEW YORK

SCOTTIE Scheffler earned a huge confi-
dence bump ahead of his Masters title de-
fence by triumphing at The Players Cham-
pionship on Sunday.

The American went on a run of five 
birdies around the turn at Sawgrass, pick-
ing up shots at each hole from eight to 12, 
on the way to a 69 that took him to 17 un-
der, enough for a five-shot victory.

Scheffler, 26, hops up one spot and re-
turns to number one in the world rankings 
thanks to this big win. He has won all six 
of his PGA Tour titles since the beginning 
of last year, with a hot streak leading up 
to Augusta last year followed in 2023 by a 
Phoenix Open victory and now this com-
manding success.

He was two clear of nearest rival Min 
Woo Lee coming into the final round, but 
as the Australian’s challenge fell away, 
Scheffler pulled further clear of the field. 
He broke 70 in all four of his rounds.

Tyrrell Hatton matched the back-nine 
course record on his way to second place 
outright, with the Englishman coming 
home in 29 for a seven-under-par 65 to 
finish at 12 under.

Hatton made birdies at 10, 12 and then 
at every hole from the 14th onwards, pro-

ducing what he described as a “pretty mad” 
final flourish to scorch to 12 under.

Viktor Hovland had a closing 68 to fin-
ish in a tie for third with Tom Hoge, whose 

70 on Sunday was the final act in a dramat-
ic week that began for him with a 78. Hoge 
narrowly made the cut after a 68 in round 
two, before shooting a course-record 62 on 
Saturday.

He cancelled flights home on Friday, 
when bad weather caused a delay to the 
second round, and again on Saturday, after 
making it through on the cut line, with Hoge 
reaping the rewards of his persistence.

American Alex Smalley had a hole-in-
one at the 17th, the famous par-three is-
land hole, early on Sunday, but windy con-
ditions later on made it treacherous and a 
host of players sent balls into the water.

Scheffler reached that penultimate 
hole with a five-shot lead and an excellent 
tee shot meant he had cleared the last real 
obstacle in his path.

Hideki Matsuyama was in with a shout 
at one stage after reaching 12 under with five 
holes to play, but the 2021 Masters champi-
on played those holes in three over par, sign-
ing for a 68 and sliding to fifth place.

Scheffler’s playing partner Lee was one 
of seven players tied for sixth after having 
two sevens on his card. Lee finished with 
a miserable 76 that a brilliant birdie at 17 
could not salvage, albeit he revelled in the 
moment after hitting his tee shot to just 
five feet from the pin. A bogey at the last 
summed up his rotten day.

Scheffler triumphs at Sawgrass and soars back to number one

Scottie Scheffler of US celebrates after mak-
ing his putt to win on the 18th green during 
the final round of The Players Champion-
ship at TPC Sawgrass in Ponte Vedra Beach, 
Florida, on Sunday. (Getty Images/AFP)

The Qatar Basketball Federation (QBF) has launched the 2nd edition 
of its GFB24 Clinic (Performance Camp) in Doha with world renowned 
coach Gigi Brown, a certified NBA trainer. The clinic has been organ-
ized by Fame Sports Academy in collaboration with QBF to be held 
from March 12-16 at QBF’s Al Gharafa courts with the participation of 
more than 90 players including the University of Sharjah eves’ basket-
ball team - which has been hosted by QBF. In addition, QBF has also 
scheduled a friendly match between Qatar Ladies national team and 
the University of Sharjah team to be played on Thursday.

THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP

● Al Balooshi brings 
five-point FIM Bajas World 
Cup lead to Qatar Baja

● 14 Veterans, four Juniors 
and four Women set for 
FIM motorcycle tussle

●  Lusail Boulevard to host 
ceremonial start on 
Thursday evening

THE International Olympic Committee (IOC) will send a monitoring 
team to the upcoming women’s boxing world championships in India, 
the sport’s ruling body IBA said on Monday. An IBA statement said 
the IOC team would be led by professional services company Price-
waterhouseCoopers (PwC) and its presence “part of the important 
compliance assessment process of continuous monitoring of the IBA 
and its ongoing governance reform, practices, and activities.  
“The IBA is confident that the PwC team will see first-hand IBA’s best 
practices regarding technical and competitions rules, specifically its 
heralded bout review process,” the statement said.  
Beleaguered IBA has been suspended by the IOC since 2019 over 
issues including governance, financial transparency and the integrity 
of refereeing and judging. (DPA)

IOC to send monitoring team to women’s 
boxing worlds in India: IBA
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