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his highness the amir of State of Qatar Sheikh tamim bin hamad al thani met with President of the 
republic of ghana nana akufo-addo and the accompanying delegation, on the occasion of his visit to the 
country to attend the 5th United nations Conference on the least Developed Countries (lDC5), at Sheikh 
abdullah Bin Jassim Majlis at the amiri Diwan on Sunday. During the meeting, they discussed bilateral re-
lations between the two countries and the ways to enhance and support them in various fields, in addition 
to a number of topics of common interest. (QNA)

Amir meets president of GhAnAAmir thAnks UAE prEsidEnt 
for supporting Qatar’s candidacy 

to host imF, WB mEEtings
QNA
DOHa

His Highness the Amir of state 
of Qatar sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani on sunday 
received a phone call from his 
brother HH President of the 
sisterly United Arab Emirates 
sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan.

During the call, HH the 
Amir and HH the President of 
the United Arab Emirates dis-
cussed the fraternal relations 
between the two countries and 
the ways to enhance and sup-
port them, in addition to re-
gional and international devel-
opments.

During the call, HH sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
expressed the UAE’s support 
for Qatar’s candidacy to host 
the 2026 Annual Meetings of 

the World Bank Group (WBG) 
and the international Mon-
etary Fund (iMF). The UAE 
will withdraw its candidacy, 
wishing Qatar all the success in 
hosting the international gath-
ering.

in turn, HH the Amir ex-
tended his thanks to HH the 
President of the United Arab 
Emirates, for his country’s 
support for Qatar’s candidacy 
and for his sincere fraternal 
wishes.

Qatar Museums (QM) Chair-
person HE Sheikha al Ma-
yassa bint Hamad al thani 
inaugurated the programme 
for the Qatar-indonesia 
2023 Year of Culture, which 
will feature a host of perfor-
mances, exhibitions, sporting 
and culinary events, photo 
exhitions, residency and vol-
unteer programs, and much 
more.  inaugurated in 2012 
by the QM Chairperson, the 
Years of Culture initiative is 
an annual bilateral exchange 
that deepens the under-
standing between Qatar and 
another nation and its peo-
ple through a year of cultural 
programming.” pAge 16

Sheikha Mayassa 
inaugurates 
Qatar-Indonesia 
year of culture 
programme

Ada’a system launched 
to upgrade government 
sector performance

QNA
DOHa

THE Civil service and Government 
Development Bureau has launched the 
Ada’a system to upgrade the perfor-
mance of the public and government 
sector in Qatar in line with Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2023.

The new sys-
tem promotes work 
oriented towards 
achieving goals 
and results in all 
government sector 
practices in the country, which is re-
flected in the tasks that the employee 
performs throughout the year and be-
comes an opportunity for the employee 
to highlight his achievements and ef-
forts in order to achieve the main goals.

President of the Civil service and 
Government Development Bureau 
Abdulaziz bin Nasser Al Khalifa said 
Ada’a system constitutes an essential 
step towards the gradation and frag-
mentation of the strategic objectives at 
the state’s level to sectoral goals level, 
institutional goals level, then goals 

at the level of administrative units 
and departments, and later the indi-
vidual goals level, thus highlighting 
the important role of each employee 
in achieving the national goals. Every 
employee is important and plays a role 
within a team to achieve goals that fall 
within Qatar National Vision. 

The role of the Ada’a system is to 
highlight this role 
and measure the 
extent of produc-
tivity clearly and 
transparently with 
continuous moti-

vation and development. The purpose 
is to develop human resources, which 
is the most valuable investment and 
the bet is on them to achieve Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030, he indicated.

He stressed the importance of devel-
oping performance systems for human 
resources and providing the appropri-
ate environment for creativity and hard 
and distinguished work to achieve the 
requirements of comprehensive devel-
opment in all government agencies.

sC unveils Youtube series showcasing 
musical journey of Qatar 2022

TribuNe News NeTwork
DOHa

tHE Supreme Committee for Delivery 
and Legacy (SC), in collaboration 
with Katara Studios, has released a 
new eight-part docuseries that takes 
a deeper look at the FiFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Official Soundtrack. 
Called Now is all: the tracks, the first 
episode can be viewed on the Qatar 
2022 Youtube channel.

Viewers will get a glimpse of the 
incredible vision and effort behind the 
music videos and the stunning open-
ing and closing ceremonies for the 
tournament. this includes exclusive 
behind-the-scenes footage and inter-
views with artists, producers, directors 
and special guests.

instead of just one official song 

for the FiFa World Cup like previous 
editions, a full official soundtrack was 
released for Qatar 2022, featuring hits 
such as Hayya Hayya (Better together), 
arhbo, and Light the Sky, as well as the 
chart topping Dreamers, featuring Jung 
Kook from Korean super-group BtS.

the series includes interviews 
with stars redOne, Ozuna, giMS, Nora 
Fatehi, Fahad al Kubaisi and many 

more, taking viewers on a visual journey 
through everything involved in bringing 
smash hits to the world stage. there 
are episodes dedicated to the spectac-
ular opening and closing ceremonies, 
and La’eeb – the Official Mascot for 
Qatar 2022. the episodes are between 
five and eight minutes in length.

recognising that music, like foot-
ball, is a universal language, bridging 
cultures and uniting people from all 
over the world, Now is all: the tracks 
captures the magic behind creating 
music for a major sporting event. the 
series also highlights the welcoming 
spirit of Qatar, the festival of cultures 
combining through song, the passion 
of the artists and fans, and everything 
that made the first FiFa World Cup in 
the Middle East and arab world so 
memorable.

Qatari artist Fahad al Kubaisi.

dohA port WElComEs CostA tosCAnA
Doha Port on Sunday welcomed the italian cruise ship “Costa toscana” on its last 
voyage in the ongoing 2022/’23 cruise season, with 5,121 tourists and a crew of 
1,500 on board. Operated by “Costa Cruises” and sailing under the flag of italy, tos-
cana can accommodate over 6,500 passengers and is 337 metres long, 42 metres 
wide, and has a draft of 8.6 metres. 

more than 900 items on 
offer at discounted prices 
this ramadan, says moCi

TribuNe News NeTwork
DOHa

THE Ministry of Commerce and in-
dustry (MoCi) has launched the “List 
of Discounted Consumer Goods” ini-
tiative on the occasion of the advent of 
the Holy Month of Ramadan.

The list of discounted consumer 
goods includes more than 900 items 
whose prices have been reduced in co-
ordination with major sales outlets in 
the country. 

The list implemented from March 
12. The offer can be availed until the 
end of the Holy Month of Ramadan. 

This initiative comes within the 
framework of the ministry’s keenness, 
which has been striving over the past 
years to launch such initiatives by pro-
viding the needs of citizens and resi-
dents of consumer goods at reduced 
prices during this Holy Month, as 
spending on the purchase of food and 
consumer goods increases.

The list of discounted consumer 

goods includes all basic commodi-
ties that the consumer needs during 
the Holy Month of Ramadan, such as 
flour, sugar, rice, pasta, chicken, oil, 
milk and other food commodities, in 
addition to non-food commodities 
such as tissue paper, tin foil (alu-
minum), and detergents. 

All kinds of washing powders and 
other commodities of relative impor-
tance are also on offer. 

Continued on page 2 
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Qatar an ideal model for peaceful 
coexistence, tolerance: Ghanim

QNA 
ManaMa

Speaker of the Shura Council He Has-
san bin abdullah al Ghanim on Sunday 
described Qatar as a model for peaceful 
coexistence under the wise leadership 
that nurtures the values of tolerance, 
coexistence and acceptance of the other.

addressing the 146th assembly of 
the Inter-parliamentary Union (IpU) 
in Bahrain, Ghanim also described the 
Qatari people as homogeneous who are 
united by one religion, language, culture 
and history. 

He also highlighted the culturally 
and religiously diverse residents who 
hail from more than 80 countries and 
who have demonstrated a culture of tol-
erance and acceptance of the other.

Qatar exerted great efforts to com-
bat violence, promote the language of 
dialogue, spread the values of tolerance 
and respect, and achieve peaceful coex-
istence among individuals and societies, 
he said, noting that Qatar has launched 

many initiatives that support dialogue 
among different cultures and civilia-
tions.

“Based on this pioneering role of 
the government and people of Qatar, 
the Shura Council, on behalf of the arab 
Group, submitted a request to include 
criminalising blasphemy of religions as 
an emergency item on the IpU’s agenda 
under the title ‘criminalising blasphemy 
of religions and violating places of wor-
ship and sanctities, spreading hatred 
among peoples and calling for promoting 

the values of coexistence, tolerance, inter-
national peace and security,” he added.

The Shura speaker also stressed the 
role that parliamentarians play as rep-
resentatives of peoples and the great 
responsibility they bear in addressing 
the causes and motives of intolerance, 
combating hate speech, and promoting 
the values of tolerance, integration and 
peaceful coexistence, by enacting legis-
lation that enhances and maintains the 
cohesion of the social fabric, and crimi-
nalises everything that stirs up tribal, 
sectarian and religious strife.

He called on parliamentarians and 
the geopolitical groups in the IpU to 
adopt legislation that achieves this by 
calling for adopting international leg-
islation criminalising contempt of re-
ligions and infringement of religious 
places and sanctities by supporting the 
emergency clause. Ghanim referred a 
Qur’anic verse that affirms the unity 
and coexistence of mankind, express-
ing regret at the instability the world is 
witnessing today, with large parts hit 

by conflicts and increasing border ten-
sions, clashes and wars. 

He condemned the inability of the 
international community and humani-
tarian and human rights organisations 
to establish a system that achieves se-
curity and stability, the administration 
of justice and the protection of human 
rights, which was reflected in the diffi-
culty of achieving peaceful coexistence, 
reducing violence in various societies 
and the spread of hate speech.

He pointed out that the arab region 
is witnessing hotbeds of tensions, insta-
bility and lack of security, stressing that 
Israel’s more than seven-decade practic-
es against palestine are the major cause 
of wars and violence in the region and 
the spread of terrorism, which the inter-
national community remains unable to 
deter or criminalise. 

The Shura speaker cited recent calls 
by an Israeli occupation government 
minister for the palestinian village of 
Huwara to be wiped out, in a clear state-
ment of incitement to violence.

AMIR MEETS AMBASSADORS OF BRAZIL, SOMALIA

The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani met with Ambassador of Brazil to Qatar HE Luiz Alberto Figueiredo Machado and Ambassador of Somalia to Qatar HE 
Abdul Razak Farah Ali, who called on HH the Amir to greet them on the occasion of the end of their tenure in the country, at Sheikh Abdullah Bin Jassim Majlis at the Amiri Diwan on 
Sunday. HH the Amir wished the two ambassadors success in their future duties and further progress and development in the relations between Qatar and their countries. For their 
part, the two ambassadors thanked HH the Amir and officials of the State for the cooperation accorded to them, which contributed to the success of their duty in the country. (QNA)

Shura Council Speaker HE Hassan bin 
Abdullah Al Ghanim

hamad bin suhaim al thani chairman
adel ali bin ali managing director
dr hassan mohammed al ansari editor-in-chiefEstablishEd sEptEmbEr 3, 2006

Ada’a system targets all 
entities subject to civil 
human resources law

My visit aims to develop Qatar-Jordan legal 
link, says Jordanian Bar Association president

“In the context of the plans of the 
Civil Service and Government 
Development Bureau, we con-
tinue to coordinate with govern-
ment agencies to build bridges 
of communication and continue 
introducing the methodology of 
the system, while clarifying the 
principles to build a future vi-
sion for the government sector, 
based on efficiency, innovation, 
respect, cooperation, responsi-
bility, commitment and integ-
rity at work.”

In order to create a more 
efficient and productive work 
environment, the ada’a sys-
tem targets all entities subject 
to the civil human resources 
law, including employees of the 
government sector in all grades, 
from excellent and below, for 
whom, ada’a presents a new 
stage to start professional devel-
opment journey.

ada’a is a comprehensive 
evaluation system that al-
lows employees to know their 
strengths and weaknesses, and 
how they can improve and de-
velop them.

Through this system, the 
employee’s performance is 
measured in a transparent man-
ner, whereby goals and perfor-
mance indicators are agreed 
upon at the beginning of the 

year between the employee and 
his direct supervisor, and are 
followed up during the year. The 
achievement and what has been 
accomplished will be measured 
at the end of the year.

The system will benefit em-
ployees of government agencies 
by creating a space to enhance 
means of continuous communi-
cation and cooperation among 
employees, enhance the culture 
of workflow within govern-
ment sectors, and improve the 
employee’s perspective on the 
system as systematic and fair, 
which will contribute to reach-
ing high-quality outputs that re-
flect the aspirations of the State 
of Qatar.

The launch of ada’a system 
stems from the mission of the 
Civil Service and Government 
Development Bureau related 
to enabling sustainable com-
petitive services that achieve the 
potential of human cadres with 
excellence, and are based on 
civil service values, integrity, ef-
ficiency, respect, responsibility, 
cooperation, commitment, and 
innovation. These values aim to 
motivate the capabilities of all 
workers in the country and raise 
the level of quality in accord-
ance with the highest levels of 
professional discipline, job be-
havior, transparency and ethical  
dealings.

KhAlid TAwAlbeh 
Doha

YaHYa abu abboud, presi-
dent of Jordanian Bar asso-
ciation, has said that his visit 
to Qatar, particularly to the 
Qatari Lawyers association, 
aims to develop a link be-
tween the legal institutions 
between the two countries to 
achieve mutual benefit in le-
gal fields, the development of 
laws and regulations, and the 
exchange of experiences.

Speaking to Qatar Trib-
une, abu abboud said the 
mutual visits of professional 
unionists between amman 
and Doha carry lofty so-
cial and political meanings, 
stressing the unity of the Jor-

danian and Qatari peoples.
He said, “The visit comes 

to strengthen relations and 
exchange experiences, as 
Jordan has an important his-
tory in the legal profession 
and the Jordanian Bar as-
sociation always continues 
to keep abreast of the global 
developments.”

He described the mutual 
visits of professional union-
ists and representatives from 
both countries as a precursor 
to the further development 
of relations between amman 
and Doha, calling on Jorda-
nians to visit Qatar as the 
country is an excellent model 
on all social, sports, political 
and tourism levels. 

abu abboud described 

the Qatari-Jordanian rela-
tions as historical and close 
at various levels, emphasis-
ing the keenness of the two 
countries to cooperate in 
various fields.

“My visit to the broth-
ers in Qatar is expected to 
increase coordination, com-
munication and consultation 
between us, with respect to 
various current issues, as well 
as support and promote bilat-
eral relations,” he added. 

abu abboud said that 
Doha is now considered an 
important economic desti-
nation for all international 
companies looking for new 
investment opportunities, 
adding that this success is 
due to the Qatari leader-

ship’s vision, which dealt 
very intelligently with all the 
obstacles it faced.

He also praised the level 
of brotherhood that bring to-
gether Jordanian and Qatari 
peoples in Qatar, especially 
during the World Cup.

Over many years, the re-
lations between Qatar and 
Jordan witnessed a momen-
tum in the official reciprocal 
visits of ministers, senior of-
ficials, businessmen, trade 
and economic delegations 
and professional unionists 
that culminated in the sign-
ing of several bilateral agree-
ments and memoranda of 
understanding that strength-
en the ties between the two 
countries.

Amir congratulates 
president of Mauritius

The amir his highness Sheikh 
Tamim bin hamad al Thani on 
Sunday sent a cable of congratu-
lations to President of Mauritius 
Prithvirajsing Roopun on his coun-
try’s national Day. (Qna)

Deputy Amir 
congratulates 
president 
of Mauritius 
The Deputy amir his highness 
Sheikh abdullah bin hamad al 
Thani on Sunday sent a cable of 
congratulations to President of 
Mauritius Prithvirajsing Roopun on 
his country’s national Day. (Qna)

PM sends greetings 
to Mauritius 
counterpart
PRiMe Minister and Minister of 
Foreign affairs he Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin abdulrahman bin 
Jassim al Thani on Sunday sent a 
cable of congratulations to Prime 
Minister of Mauritius Pravind 
Kumar Jugnauth on his country’s 
national Day. (Qna)

Shura secy-gen 
participates in ASGP 
meeting
SecReTaRy-GeneRal of the 
Shura council he Dr ahmed bin 
nasser al Fadala participated in 
the association of Secretaries 
General of Parliaments (aSGP) 
of the inter-Parliamentary Union 
(iPU) meeting held as part of the 
146th assembly of the iPU which 
is being held in Manama, Bahrain 
on Sunday. The meeting discussed 
several issues related to the work 
of the general secretariat in parlia-
ments and legislative assemblies, 
and presented the practices of a 
number of countries on improv-
ing administrative processes in 
parliamentary work and the role of 
parliaments in amending constitu-
tions. The meeting also dealt with 
the issue of citizens’ participation 
in the work of parliament. (Qna)

Quick read

Yahya Abu Abboud

Continued from page 1 



AshrAf siddiqui
Doha

Nepal Business associa-
tion Qatar (NBaQ) recently 
hosted a dinner reception at 
the Westin Hotel in honour 
of Deputy prime Minister of 
Nepal and Minister for physi-
cal Infrastructure and Trans-
port Narayan Kaji Shrestha. 
The Nepalese minister was 
in Doha to attend the 5th 
UN Conference on the least 
Developed Countries (lDC5) 
hosted by Qatar recently.

present on the occasion 
were ambassador of Ne-
pal to the State of Qatar He 
Dr. Naresh Bikram Dhakal, 
president of NBaQ Mahen-
dra Chamlagain, Nepal em-
bassy officials, Sagar Nepal, 
Ramzan Miya, RK Shar-
ma, Ramesh Bhatta, Sunil 
Ghimira, Shanker Newpane, 
aava Manjo and a large 
number of Nepalese busi-
ness community members. 

In his address, the Dep-
uty prime Minister of Nepal, 
He Narayan Kaji Shrestha 
highlighted the importance 
of business associations and 
their crucial role in promot-
ing trade and commerce. He 
stressed the need for Nepa-
lese entrepreneurs to explore 
new business opportunities 
in Qatar and Nepal to help 
strengthen the economic ties 
between the two nations. 

He praised the business 
community for having a sig-
nificant presence in Qatar 

and urged them to encour-
age other fellow nationals to-
wards entrepreneurship. He 
congratulated the associa-
tion on their initiatives and 
wished them success in their 
future endeavours. 

earlier, Vice presi-
dent NBaQ Sagar Nepal 
welcomed the guests and 
briefed them on the activities 
of the forum and its various 
humanitarian services. 

Nepal Business associa-
tion Qatar president Mahen-
dra Chamlagain expressed 
gratitude to the Deputy 
prime Minister of Nepal 
for gracing the event and 
sparing time from his busy 
schedule in most important 
international conference 
hosted by the State of Qatar 
and highlighting the plight of 
the poor nations. 

He said He’s presence 
shows Nepal government’s 
unwavering support to the 
Nepalese business community 
in Qatar. The NBaQ presi-
dent appreciated the Nepa-
lese business community for 
the hard work and dedication 
towards promoting the inter-
ests of Nepalese businesses 
in Qatar. He reaffirmed the 
association’s commitment to 
supporting and promoting 
Nepalese businesses, its cul-
ture and traditions away from 
their home country. 

He thanked association 
members for their support in 
organising the reception and 
making it successful.

Nepal deputy PM 
lauds NBAQ role

Tribune news neTwork
Doha 

MoRe than 3,000 healthcare 
professionals will gather in-
person and virtually in Doha 
this week for the 2023 Middle 
east Forum on Quality and 
Safety in Healthcare. 

Now in its 10th year, the 
Forum is the biggest event of 
its kind in the region dedicated 
to healthcare quality. With a 
line-up of international and 
local healthcare experts on the 
programme, the Middle east 
Forum on Quality and Safety in 

Healthcare is again hosted by 
Hamad Medical Corporation 
(HMC), in collaboration with 
the Institute for Healthcare 
Improvement (IHI).

This year’s event will fo-
cus on Healthcare Resilience 
in extraordinary Times with 
five learning tracks for attend-
ees on ‘Improvement Science’, 
‘person-Centred Care’, ‘Flow, 
Safety and Value Improve-
ment’, ‘leadership, Resilience 
and Sustainability’, and ‘popu-
lation Health’.

For the first time, this 
year’s event will include elev-

en immersive excursions for 
attendees, two of which will 
highlight the key role played by 
the healthcare sector in World 
Cup Qatar 2022. The two ex-
cursions are: ‘Specialised Care 
for athletes during the FIFa 
World Cup Qatar 2022’ and 
‘Major Incident Response pre-
paredness during the World 
Cup’. 

Registered attendees will be 
able to see firsthand the health-
care system’s response to the 
World Cup Qatar 2022, includ-
ing seeing behind the scenes at 
the National Health Incident 

Command Centre as well as 
touring al Janoub Stadium to 
see how specialised care was 
delivered to players. 

Speakers for this year’s 
event include professor Jason 
leitch, National Clinical Direc-
tor of the Scottish Government; 
Kedar Mate, MD, president and 
chief executive officer at the In-
stitute for Healthcare Improve-
ment (IHI); and Dr abdullatif 
al Khal, deputy chief medical 
officer at HMC.

For registration, interested 
people can visit MeF2023.
hamad.qa

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QaTaR Cancer Society (QCS) 
has concluded its month-long 
World Cancer Day campaign. 
The drive was led by the Union 
for International Cancer Con-
trol (UICC), of which, QCS is a 
member. 

QCS is also a member of 
the advisory committee for 
the global campaign for World 
Cancer Day. 

The slogan for this year’s 
World Cancer Day was ‘Close 
the Care Gap’. The aim was to 
bring together individuals, or-
ganisations, and governments 
around the world, in an effort 
to create awareness and in-
crease equal opportunities in 
cancer services.

as part of the campaign, 
QCS organised an event called 
‘let’s Close the Care Gap’, 
which included many compe-
titions and activities to raise 
awareness about cancer, its 
prevention, early detection, 
and the justice in the field of 
cancer control.

The event also included a 
car rally organised in coopera-
tion with Sealine Circuit Sports 
Club – Mawater, where the 
team members started from 

the club’s headquarters in al-
Dafna area and went up to al-
Wakra old market.

The club’s participation 
came from its keenness to be 
present in community activi-
ties and get the largest segment 
of young people to come out on 
the streets of Doha and go up 
to the city of al -Wakra to raise 
cancer awareness.

The campaign also included 
many direct and virtual educa-
tional workshops and lectures, 
targeting several state agen-
cies and institutions, especially 
schools. an awareness compe-
tition to emphasise the role of 
sport in preventing cancer was 

organised under the auspices 
of UICC. Called ‘Start the Chal-
lenge’, it sought to encourage 
community members to adopt 
a healthy lifestyle and do exer-
cise. another activity saw sto-
ries of hope being presented for 
people living with cancer.

as part of their social re-
sponsibility, many state institu-
tions participated in the World 
Cancer Day campaign, such 
as ooredoo, Suhail Holding, 
Qatar Charity, North oil Com-
pany, Facilities Management & 
Maintenance Company, llC, 
Talabat Mart, KidZania, and 
Naseem al Rabeeh Medical 
Centre.

Mona ashkanani, direc-
tor general of QCS, said: This 
event comes within the frame-
work of the World Cancer Day 
campaign under the frame-
work of UICC, which drives the 
campaign for World Cancer 
Day on 4 February, calls on 
governments around the world 
to prioritise four policy actions 
to reduce preventable cancers 
caused by tobacco use and the 
consumption of alcohol and 
ultra-processed foods includ-
ing sugary beverages.

Worldwide, nearly half of 
all deaths due to cancer – 4.45 
million out of more than 9 mil-
lion in 2019 – are caused by 
known modifiable risk factors, 
with smoking, alcohol con-
sumption, and high body mass 
index (BMI) being among the 
top three, she added.

Salem al-Mohannadi, 
president of the Sealine Circuit 
Sports Club – Mawater said: 
“our participation came in 
support of the Qatar Cancer So-
ciety and cancer patients, and 
the widest involvement in such 
essential and humanitarian so-
cial events that touch everyone. 
We also thank the Qatar Cancer 
Society for this cooperation, 
contribution, and playing an 
active role in society.”

Over 3,000 to take part in Middle East 
Forum on Quality, Safety in Healthcare

QCS concludes World Cancer Day campaign

NBAQ office-bearers present a traditional dagger to Deputy 
Prime Minister of Nepal and Minister for Physical Infrastructure 
and Transport Narayan Kaji Shrestha (fourth from left).
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

ON the occasion of Interna-
tional Women’s Day (IWD), on 
March 8, talabat, the region’s 
leading local tech platform, 
hosted the ‘Leading Ladies 
Gathering’ event in Doha. It 
was part of the company’s on-
going commitment to recognise 
women at the workplace, who 
comprise 60 percent of its sen-
ior leadership team in Qatar. 

Through the event, talabat 
brought together influential 
business women and advocates 
to share their success stories, 
discuss challenges and per-
spectives on career growth and 
development. Held under this 
year’s theme for IWD, #Embra-
ceEquity, the session provided a 
platform for attendees to discuss 
career journeys, accomplish-
ments, challenges and opportu-
nities to build a successful career 
path.   At talabat, women lead 
key functions across the organi-
sation that include: Commu-
nications, Marketing, Business 
Development, Partnerships, 
Human Resources, Account 
Management and t-Mart. 

Commenting on the event, 
Mary Haji, marketing head at 
talabat, said, “As a woman in 
leadership, I understand the 
challenges that women face at 
the workplace. I acknowledge the 
extra effort and resilience that 

each of them show in overcom-
ing these obstacles. At talabat, we 
are committed to prioritising the 
creation of a supportive and in-
clusive work environment where 
everyone can thrive.’’ 

As a leading local tech plat-
form with a strong focus on 
employee development and 
growth, talabat has implement-
ed a number of policies that sup-
port the career growth of women 
at the workplace. One of these 
programmes focuses on leader-
ship-development, and engages 
employees to deepen their skills 
and adopt a growth mindset, 
while embracing a leadership 
mindset and inspiring the next 
generation of female leaders at 
the organisation.

A recent joiner of talabat, 
Clairin Rolland, added, “As 
a new graduate, talabat has 
been very supportive of me in 
helping kickstart my career by 

providing a nurturing environ-
ment. talabat is an amazing 
platform for me to discover and 
develop my potential, and I do 
feel that I can also be a change 
agent with a positive impact in 
the community.”

Francisco Miguel De Sou-
sa, managing director of tala-
bat Qatar, said, “At talabat, 
providing a supporting and 
empowering company culture, 
and an environment that sup-
ports career development is a 
top priority for us. While this 
has hugely benefited women 
who are part of the talabat 
family, we recognize that a 
larger collective effort is re-
quired to further encourage 
many more.” Over the years, 
talabat has built a supportive 
and empowering work environ-
ment for its employees, where 
women continue to find ongo-
ing support to ensure a healthy 
work/life balance - with many 
highlighting flexibility at the 
workplace as one of the top 
benefits of working at talabat. 
Additionally, talabat is one of 
the few private organisations 
across Qatar that offer a 90-day 
maternity leave to employees.

Customers can download 
the talabat application through 
the iOS App Store, Google Play 
Store, and Huawei App Gallery.

talabat’s ‘Leading Ladies 
Gathering’ recognises 

women at the workplace

Hilton Salwa Beach Resort & Villas 
offers special Ramadan packages

Qatar-based poet set for India literary event

Four Seasons Resort and Residences at The Pearl-Qatar 
prepares to welcome guests to a new way of living soon

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

FOUR Seasons Hotels and Re-
sorts is set to open its second 
property in Qatar’s vibrant capi-
tal Doha with the launch of the 
all-new Four Seasons Resort and 
Residences at The Pearl-Qatar. 

Whether planning a short 
vacation or a long-term stay, 
guests will have the opportunity 
to indulge in a glamorous beach-
front home at The Pearl-Qatar, 
one of the city’s most prestigious 
residential communities. 

A wonder of modern ar-
chitecture, this unique island 
sanctuary has been created on 
a former pearl-diving site and is 
home to a dynamic urban neigh-
bourhood.

More than one hundred new 
hotels have opened in Qatar 
during the past year as the coun-
try’s tourism sector continues 
to grow at a rapid pace follow-
ing the successful hosting of the 
2022 World Cup. 

So what sets the newest Four 
Seasons property apart from the 
abundance of choices available 
to travellers? 

According to General Man-
ager Mehdi Zaanoun, Four Sea-
sons Resort and Residences at 
The Pearl-Qatar heralds a new 
level of luxury living in Qatar.

Zaanoun comments: “We 
offer bespoke accommodations 
and exceptional facilities in a 
19-storey vertical resort that 
comes complete with its own 
stunning private beach. In addi-
tion to delivering elevated vaca-
tion experiences for our short-
term guests, we have created a 
distinguished rental program to 
meet the needs of guests relocat-
ing to Qatar for the longer term, 
as well as locals who would like 
to discover a new way of living 
by the water. Both Private Resi-
dence and Resort guests will be-

come part of an exclusive inter-
national community where they 
can mingle at our restaurants 
and bars, relax in the spa or on 
the beach, and explore the many 
attractions that are just steps 
away from this vibrant water-
front destination.”

Guests will be able to choose 
from a wide range of accom-
modations including 161 luxuri-
ous one, two, or three-bedroom 
apartments, which range in 
size from 105 square metres to 
a generous 280 square metres. 
For food lovers, the Resort’s on-

site collection of seven outstand-
ing restaurants and lounges is 
led by La Méditerranée by Joel 
Robuchon.  

Zaanoun says: “Our flag-
ship fine-dining destination 
celebrates the culinary artistry 
of Chef Joël Robuchon, whose 
restaurant group holds almost 
30 Michelin stars worldwide. 
Guests can indulge in exqui-
site seafood prepared with true 
French and Mediterranean flair 
as they enjoy the beauty of the 
aquatic-themed indoor setting 
or take in sweeping panoramas 
on the outdoor sea-view terrace. 
For those who prefer traditional 
Italian cuisine, Spuntino will 
focus on beloved dishes from 
the south of Italy, while steak 
lovers will appreciate the vin-
tage vibes of our Chicago-style 
steakhouse, Chicago Rare. The 
afternoon tea service at Duchess 
is not to be missed, and the Lou-
lou Plage beach restaurant and 
casual deli and bakery Le Deli 
Robuchon complete a diverse 
collection of world-class dining 
experiences for guests to choose 

from, all in one spectacular lo-
cation.”

Guests and residents are 
invited to discover a haven of 
harmony and rejuvenation at 
Loulou Spa, which takes its 
name from an Arabic word for 
‘pearl’ that also means precious, 
peaceful, and calm. This luxuri-
ous sanctuary offers a wide range 
of personalised skin treatments 
and body therapies, along with 
pearl-inspired wellness ritu-
als. The Resort is also home to 
a state-of-the-art Fitness Centre 
and indoor lap pool, providing 
a complete urban escape. For 
younger guests, the supervised 
indoor and outdoor Kids For All 
Seasons facility is a mini-resort 
in its own that will spark the 
imaginations of little ones and 
ensure a fun-filled family holiday 
for all ages.

Four Seasons Resort and 
Residences at The Pearl-Qatar is 
currently accepting reservations 
from June 2023. 

To make a booking or to find 
out more, please visit www.four-
seasons.com/thepearlqatar.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THIS year, Hilton Salwa Beach 
Resort & Villas is offering a 
one-of-a-kind opportunity for 
guests to experience true Ram-
adan hospitality. 

With a collection of rooms, 
villas, Iftar and Suhoor pack-
ages, guests can celebrate the es-
sence of the season with friends, 
families and colleagues in 
unique setting like nowhere else.  

The accommodation offer-
ings feature contemporary in-
terpretations of Arabian décor 
and guests can choose between 
elegant rooms with private bal-
conies and terraces with sea 
views or lush gardens, beach 
front villas or Arabian Village 
Townhouses. 

Ramadan accommodation 
offerings start at QR999 for 
rooms and QR3,250 for villas 
and include Iftar, Suhoor and 
water park access.  

“This year with Ramadan 
Nights, our goal is to ensure 
families and friends are able to 
celebrate the spirit of togeth-
erness and create long lasting 
unforgettable memories. Our 
exclusive room, villa, Iftar and 

Suhoor offerings have been 
carefully curated to truly reflect 
the season. On behalf of the 
entire team and myself, I wish 
you all a Ramadan Kareem,” 
said General Manager Etienne- 
Charles Gailliez.

Guests can enjoy a selec-
tion of authentic flavours from 
the Iftar buffet at Souk Kitch-
en or opt for Suhoor offering 
at Levantine. Both selections 
include a wide variety of Ara-
bic and international dishes 
with mouthwatering desserts. 
The buffet station for Iftar will 
be available from sunset till 
10:30pm daily at Souk Kitchen 
for QR198. 

For Suhoor, guests can 
enjoy the evening breeze and 
the Arabian Village courtyard 
at Levantine with a buffet for 
QR100. Suhoor is available 
from 9pm till 2am. 

Adding to the Ramadan 
Nights ambiance and to create 
various activities around the 
resort, the water park Desert 
Falls Water and Adventure 
Park will also be open through-
out the holy month for both in-
house guests and the general 
public. 

Guest can book Ramadan 
experience by call +974 4423 
6666 or email on salwa.reser-
vations@hilton.com

L N MALLICK
DOHA

INTERNATIONALLY ac-
claimed Indian poet Maqsood 
Anwar Maqsood, who has been 
living in Qatar for the past 26 
years, will attend the Grand 
Mushaira (symposium) to be 
hosted by Tata Steel Founda-
tion in Jamshedpur, India, on 
March 13.

Born in 1970 in Jamshed-
pur, Maqsood is a disciple of 
famous late poet Shaiq Muzaf-
farpuri and works at Qatar Steel 
Company.

He is the founder of Jam-
shedpur’s renowned literary or-
ganisation, Adab Saraay, which 
has been working for the people 
affected by COVID-19.

Maqsood is the writer of 
popular poetry collection ‘Aas-
maan Tu Hi Bta’, which was 
launched at a prestigious event 
held in Kuala Lumpur, Malay-
sia, recently. 

Literary stalwarts Munaw-
war Rana and Prof Shahpar 
Rasul wrote comments about 
Maqsood’s poetry on the back 
cover of the book, published by 
Azha Publications, Kolkata.

ASSISTANT FM MEETS UK MINISTER

Assistant Foreign Minister HE Lolwah bint Rashid Al Khater met with Minister of State for the Middle East, 
South Asia and United Nations at the UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office Lord Tariq 
Ahmad, on the sidelines of the ‘Women in Islam: Understanding the Rights and Identity of Women in the 
Islamic World’ conference which concluded in New York. The meeting discussed aspects of bilateral  
cooperation, mainly in the field of development and the Afghan situation. (QNA)

Qatar, US hold work session 
on energy and climate change

QNA 
DOHA

QATAR and the United States 
of America held a work session 
on energy and climate change 
within the 5th Qatar-US Stra-
tegic Dialogue framework on 
Sunday.

Director of the Depart-

ment of Radiation Protection 
and Chemicals at the Ministry 
of Environment and Climate 
Change Engineer Abdul Rah-
man Al Abdul Jabbar led Qa-
tar’s delegation during the ses-
sion, while Principal Deputy 
Administrator of the National 
Nuclear Security Administra-
tion at the US Department of 

Energy Frank Rose chaired the 
US side.

During the session, they 
discussed ways to enhance joint 
cooperation in the fields of en-
ergy and climate change, Qa-
tar’s focal role in providing en-
ergy supplies, efforts to reduce 
carbon emissions and a number 
of important topics.

Company with women 
comprising 60% of 
its senior leadership 
team, celebrates In-
ternational Women’s 
Day in style

Mary Haji, marketing head at talabat

Maqsood Anwar Maqsood

GM Mehdi Zaanoun 
offers a taste of what 
to expect when it 
opens its doors to 
guests later this year
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Minister of Labour HE 
Dr Ali bin Smaikh Al 
Marri met with Ambas-
sador of Egypt to Qatar 
HE Amr El-Sherbiny in 
Doha on Sunday. Dur-
ing the meeting, they 
discussed joint coop-
eration between Qatar 
and Egypt on issues 
related to the labour 
sector and ways to 
develop them. (TNN)

WCM-Q students learn about 
application of biomechanics 
in sports medicine at Aspetar

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

FIFTY Weill Cornell Medicine-
Qatar (WCM-Q) pre-medical 
students recently visited Aspetar 
hospital to learn about the appli-
cation of biomechanics in sports 
medicine. The trip provided a 
unique opportunity for students 
to see firsthand how physics 
principles are used in the treat-
ment and prevention of sports-
related injuries.  

During the one-day visit, the 
students toured different de-
partments within the hospital, 
including the movement and as-
sessment analysis laboratory and 
hydropathy pools, the altitude 
dormitory and climate chamber, 
the podiatry and virtual reality 
departments, the motion capture 
lab, and the medical imaging de-
partment. 

At each department, the stu-
dents learnt about the specific 
tools and technologies used to 
diagnose and treat athletes.  

Before the tour of the facility, 
Dr Khalid Alkhelaifi, orthopaedic 
surgeon at Aspetar and a WCM-
Q alumnus of the college’s inau-
gural class, inspired the students 

by sharing his journey. 
Dr Alkhelaifi spoke about the 

challenges and rewards of his ca-
reer in sports medicine. 

He pursued his pre-medical 
education and medical degree at 
WCM-Q and later furthered his 
studies in Canada and US. 

Enthusiastically describing 
the trip, student Alyaa Altamimi 
said, “It was amazing to see how 
the physics concepts I have been 
learning in class can be applied 
directly to medicine. Seeing the 
technology and equipment used 
in sports medicine brought the 
concepts to life for me. Moreo-
ver, the tour made me realise 
that sports medicine is diverse 
and one can venture in one of 

its specialties. 
“The experience gave me an 

insight of how specialists and 
different teams work together 
to treat a patient. I realised how 
teamwork is important in a 
healthcare facility because each 
department needs the other to 
deliver the best treatment and 
care to a patient. I am also in-
spired to see a WCM-Q alumnus 
living his dream career, which 
motivates me to continue work-
ing hard to become a physician.”

Aspetar is one of the affili-
ates of WCM-Q. Such visits help 
the medical students to broaden 
their knowledge of sports medi-
cine and science while discover-
ing their specialty of interest.

UDST organises Festival of 
Cultures to mark its diversity

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

UNIVERSITY of Doha for Sci-
ence and Technology (UDST) 
held its annual Festival of Cul-
tures event on campus to cel-
ebrate the multiculturalism 
and diversity of its community, 
consisting of more than 70 na-
tionalities.

Organised by Student En-
gagement, a division of Student 
Affairs, the two-day festival was 
inaugurated in the presence of 
ambassadors and other repre-
sentatives from various embas-
sies alongside UDST’s students, 
faculty, staff and their families.

Close to 10,000 members 
of the public visited the campus 
courtyard as it was transformed 
into a lively exhibition of art 
and culture.

Student participants were 
given the freedom to decorate 
their booths in a manner best 
representing their country, its 
values and traditions. Attendees 
were also encouraged to come 
dressed in their traditional attire 
and enjoy various artistic and 
cultural activities from the rep-
resented student countries: Qa-
tar, Bangladesh, Egypt, France, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Malaysia, Morocco, Nepal, Paki-
stan, Palestine, Philippines, So-
malia, Sudan, Syria, Turkey and 
Yemen. The two-day festival also 
featured the university students’ 
talents as they presented cultural 
dances and musical ensemble 
performances.

On this occasion, Dr Salem 
Al-Naemi, president of UDST 
said: “Our University is a melting 
pot of diverse individuals who 

each have a heritage and a cul-
ture to share. UDST places high 
importance on inclusivity and we 
encourage our community mem-
bers to engage in different extra-
curricular activities that will help 
them interact with their peers, 
learn and grow not only academ-
ically but also on the personal 
level. This year we invited the 
public to come to our campus to 
learn about the many countries 
that are represented here, and 
let the students shine as ambas-
sadors of their native countries.”

The Festival of Cultures 
event closed with many awards, 
including a prize for first, second 
and third Best Cultural Dress, the 
winner was Somalia. The ‘Best 
Booth’ prize went to India. First, 
second and third prizes were also 
given for ‘Best Performance’ and 
the winner was Philippines.

Qatar and Gambia discuss
cooperation in labour sector

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE joint technical committee 
between Qatar and The Gambia 
held a meeting on employment 
and manpower issues and means 

to regulate the employment of 
Gambian workers in Qatar based 
on the labour agreement signed 
between the two countries.

The two sides discussed 
ways to develop bilateral rela-
tions in the field of work be-

tween the two countries, re-
view developments in the work 
environment in Qatar and de-
velop procedures for bringing 
Gambian workers into Qatar, 
especially technical and spe-
cialised workers.

QF’s QSTP and partners 
host seminar to empower 
women entrepreneurs

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

TO COMMEMORATE this 
year’s International Women’s 
Day, Qatar Science & Technol-
ogy Park (QSTP), a member 
of Qatar Foundation (QF), in 
partnership with MENA Wom-
en in Law (MENA WIL), Essa 
Al Sulaiti Law Firm, QIncorp, 
HEC Paris in Qatar, and Beckett 
McInroy Consultancy, hosted 
a seminar at QSTP to inspire, 
guide and empower Qatari 
women to begin their own en-
trepreneurial journeys.

Titled ‘Establishing a busi-
ness in Qatar – Awakening the 
Entrepreneur in You’, the semi-
nar featured a range of expert 
speakers from the country’s 
legal and business sectors who 
spoke at length about the legali-
ties, formalities and essential 
steps involved in setting up a 
business in Qatar. 

Stressing the importance of 
the seminar, Hayfa Al-Abdulla, 
innovation director at QSTP, 
said: “Innovative ideas are often 
either left unexplored or fail to 
gain enough traction when inno-
vators lack self-affirmation and 
the right guidance. This is espe-
cially true in the case of women, 
who often have brilliant business 

ideas coupled with immense tal-
ent but are unfamiliar with the 
initial steps and the technicalities 
required to take the entrepre-
neurial route.

“QSTP is proud to actively 
play a role in fueling the pas-
sion of women to chase their en-
trepreneurial dreams, discover 
their capabilities, and achieve 
their ambitions by gaining nec-
essary education and training 
via our various initiatives and 
support programmes.”

Aspiring women business 
owners in attendance gained 
insights into the local entrepre-
neurial landscape while using 
the platform to address their 
concerns, build confidence in 
their ideas, and realize ways in 
which they can transform their 
entrepreneurial goals into busi-

ness opportunities. Attendees 
were also guided on how to 
navigate cultural challenges 
dominant in the MENA region 
in order to become successful 
businesswomen and drive im-
pact in the society.

“With this workshop, we 
wish to encourage women entre-
preneurs in Qatar to take the first 
step by seeking the right support 
that can help them build their 
entrepreneurial ideas into suc-
cessful ventures,” said Francoise 
Mouly, co-founder of MENA 
Women in Law. 

The programme saw experts 
share valuable advice on per-
sonal development with the am-
bitious women entrepreneurs to 
enable them to efficiently oper-
ate and prosper within a woman-
empowered workplace.

LABOUR MINISTER MEETS EGYPTIAN ENVOY
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Athens

Thousands of people in 
athens took to the streets 
in a renewed demonstration 
demanding a comprehensive 
investigation into a rail colli-
sion that left 57 dead earlier 
this month.

The rally, in front of par-
liament, comes as investiga-
tions have revealed a steady 
stream of problems that have 
left the Greek rail system in a 
dilapidated state.

The deadly accident oc-

curred when a freight train 
collided head-on with a pas-
senger train between athens 
and Thessaloniki.

There were 342 passen-
gers and 10 railroad em-
ployees on the passenger 
train plus two drivers on 
the freight train. The trains 
crashed near the town of Lar-
issa in central Greece.

“This crime will not be 
covered up!” said the pub-
lic service union, one of the 
groups that called for the 
demonstration.

The stationmaster in the 

city of Larissa allegedly made 
the crucial mistake and sent 
a passenger train onto the 
same track as an oncoming 
cargo train. he is the only 
person so far in custody.

The man was underquali-
fied and had started his train-
ing as a stationmaster even 
though he had passed the age 
limit for new trainees, Greek 
media have reported.

at the same time, the elec-
tronic control and safety sys-
tems did not work or worked 
only partially, so that the hu-
man error could not be com-

pensated by the technology.
demonstrators said the 

stationmaster cannot be held 
solely responsible for the ac-
cident. The judiciary must 
uncover all the failures of 
the politicians and the state-
owned railway company 
osE.

The railway system had 
been criminally neglected by 
all governments in the past 
decades.

If the system had been in 
good working order, the sta-
tionmaster’s error would not 
have been possible, they say.

New mass demonstrations in Athens after deadly rail collision

Freezed out in War zone

A car covered with snow in the Ukrainian capital, Kyiv, on Sunday. (AFP)

Ukraine, Russia say hundreds 
killed in battle for Bakhmut

agencies 

ukraInE and russia claimed 
on saturday that hundreds of 
enemy troops were killed over 
the previous 24 hours in the 
fight for Bakhmut, with kyiv 
fending off unabating attacks 
and a small river that bisects 
the town now marking the new 
front line.

serhiy Cherevatyi, a ukrain-
ian military spokesperson, said 
that 221 pro-Moscow troops 
were killed and more than 300 
wounded in Bakhmut. russia’s 
defence ministry said that up 
to 210 ukrainian soldiers were 
killed in the broader donetsk 
part of the frontline.

While Moscow did not 
specify Bakhmut casualties, 
the eastern donetsk town, now 
nearly deserted, has been the 
site of one of the bloodiest and 
longest battles of the year-long 
war.

Both sides have admitted to 
suffering and inflicting signifi-
cant losses in Bakhmut, while 
the exact number of casualties 
is difficult to independently 
verify.

British military intelligence 
said on saturday that rus-
sia’s Wagner mercenary group 
has taken control of most of 
the eastern part of Bakhmut 
- an advance that the group’s 
founder Yevgeny Prigozhin 
claimed on Wednesday.

“In the city centre, the 
Bakhmutka river now marks 

the front line,” the British de-
fence Ministry said in its daily 
intelligence bulletin.

ukraine insisted that it was 
holding on in Bakhmut and 
was giving a “decent rebuff” to 
russian forces, with the com-
mander in charge of defending 
Bakhmut saying its protection 
was key for a ukrainian coun-
ter-strike.

“It is necessary to gain time 
to accumulate reserves and 
start a counter-offensive, which 
is not far off,” the military cited 
Colonel general oleksandr syr-

skyi as saying on saturday.
Moscow says capturing 

Bakhmut would punch a hole 
in ukrainian defences and be 
a step towards seizing all of 
the donbas industrial region, a 
major target. kyiv says the bat-
tle is grinding down russia’s 
best units.

Prigozhin said on saturday 
that he is now 1.2 km (0.75 
mile) away from the adminis-
trative centre of the city. The 
centre is on the west side of the 
Bakhmutka river.

British intelligence said 

that with the river running 
through some open ground, 
“this area has become a killing 
zone, likely making it highly 
challenging for Wagner forces 
attempting to continue their 
frontal assault westward.”

But the situation remained 
dangerous for ukrainian forc-
es.

“The ukrainian force and 
their supply lines to the west 
remain vulnerable to the con-
tinued russian attempts to 
outflank the defenders from 
the north and south,” it said.

dpa 
sAn Diego

a suspected smuggling boat 
capsized in the ocean off 
Black’s Beach in the Torrey 
Pines area late saturday, 
dumping eight to 10 peo-
ple into the water, eight of 
whom died, officials said.

a second panga carrying 
eight people made it to shore 
successfully, officials said.

officials learned of the 
incident when a woman on 
the boat that arrived safely 
called 911 around 11:30 p.m. 
to say the second boat had 
capsized and people were in 
the water. according to san 
diego police, the woman told 
the dispatcher she had trave-
led into the u.s.

from Mexico in the boat.
a lifeguard dispatcher 

used GPs coordinates from 
the woman’s cellphone to 
pinpoint the location to 
around 800 yards north of 
the base of Black Gold road, 
south of Torrey Pines Glider-
port, san diego Fire-rescue 
officials said.

state and city lifeguards, 
firefighters, san diego police 
as well as officers from u.s. 
Customs and Border Protec-
tion, the Coast Guard and 
the university of California, 
san diego police responded 
to the beach but several fac-
tors hampered search ef-
forts, including thick fog and 
high tides.

The first san diego life-
guards to respond were not 
able to access the beach be-
cause of high tide, and ended 
up wading north through 
knee- to waist-deep water, 
officials said.

“after a couple hundred 
yards, lifeguards on the 
beach reached dry sand and 
then began to find lifeless 
bodies and two overturned 
pangas spread over an area 
of about 400 yards,” a state-
ment from the san diego 
Fire-rescue department 
said. “several life jackets 

and fuel barrels were also 
found.” Lifeguards found 
seven bodies and an eighth 
was discovered by Customs 
and Border Protection’s air 
and Marine operations offic-
ers. The bodies were pulled 
from knee-deep water and 
from the waterline up to the 
beach to dry sand, officials 
said.

all of the victims were 
turned over to the county 
Medical Examiner’s office to 
be identified.

Thick fog hampered 
search efforts overnight but 
Coast Guard and san diego 
Fire-rescue helicopters and 
a Coast Guard cutter were 
expected to comb the area 
for additional victims early 
sunday.

“We couldn’t get any 
helicopters up. We had boats 
in the water, but at first light, 
once all the conditions clear, 
we will have Coast Guard 
out here and san diego Fire-
rescue and lifeguards doing 
a joint search through the 
water for any possible vic-
tims that are left,” daniel 
Eddy, san diego Fire-res-
cue’s deputy chief of opera-
tions, told onscene TV.

at least three people 
were killed and more than 
two dozen were injured.

Black’s Beach is jointly 
owned by the city of san die-
go and the state. The stretch 
of sand is also known as Tor-
rey Pines City Beach and 
Torrey Pines state Beach.

“We tried to launch heli-
copters both from san diego 
Fire and Coast Guard but 
due to the conditions, they 
couldn’t get up,” Eddy said.

“Coast Guard finally got 
up with their copter, but due 
to the conditions of the fog 
in the area it was hard for 
their (forward-looking ther-
mal imaging cameras) to get 
through to see anything in 
the water. We are hoping at 
first light we will have better 
conditions to get everybody 
out there.”

Eight dead as  
boat capsizes  
off San Diego
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Volunteers carry remains of a Uragan rocket as they clean the area around a monastery destroyed in a shell-
ing in the village of Dolyna, Donetsk region, amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine. (AFP)

Protestors march through the streets of Athens on Sunday.

Pence says Trump ‘endangered my family’ on January 6
agencies 
WAshington

ForMEr Vice President Mike 
Pence on saturday harshly crit-
icized former President donald 
Trump for his role in the Jan. 
6 riot at the u.s. Capitol, wid-
ening the rift between the two 
men as they prepare to battle 
over the republican nomina-
tion in next year’s election.

“President Trump was 
wrong,” Pence said during re-
marks at the annual white-tie 
Gridiron dinner attended by 
politicians and journalists. 
“I had no right to overturn 
the election. and his reckless 

words endangered my fam-
ily and everyone at the Capitol 
that day, and I know history 
will hold donald Trump ac-
countable.”

Pence’s remarks were the 
sharpest condemnation yet 
from the once-loyal lieuten-
ant who has often shied away 
from confronting his former 
boss. Trump has already de-
clared his candidacy. Pence 
has not, but he’s been laying 
the groundwork to run.

In the days leading up to 
Jan. 6, 2021, Trump pressured 
Pence to overturn President 
Joe Biden’s election victory as 
he presided over the ceremo-

nial certification of the results. 
Pence refused, and when riot-
ers stormed the Capitol, some 
chanted that they wanted to 
“hang Mike Pence.”

The house committee that 

investigated the attack said in 
its final report that “the Presi-
dent of the united states had 
riled up a mob that hunted his 
own Vice President.”

With his remarks, Pence 
solidified his place in a broader 
debate within the republican 
Party over how to view the at-
tack. house speaker kevin Mc-
Carthy, for example, recently 
provided Tucker Carlson with 
an archive of security camera 
footage from Jan. 6, which 
the Fox news host has used to 
downplay the day’s events and 
promote conspiracy theories.

“Make no mistake about 
it, what happened that day 

was a disgrace,” Pence said in 
his Gridiron dinner remarks. 
“and it mocks decency to por-
tray it any other way.”

Trump, meanwhile, has 
continued to spread lies about 
his election loss. he’s even 
spoken in support of the riot-
ers and said he would con-
sider pardoning them if he 
was reelected. speeches at the 
Gridiron dinner are usually 
humorous affairs, where poli-
ticians poke fun at each other, 
and Pence did plenty of that as 
well.

he joked that Trump’s ego 
was so fragile, he wanted his 
vice president to sing “Wind 

Beneath My Wings” — one of 
the lines is “did you ever know 
that you’re my hero?” — during 
their weekly lunches.

he took another shot 
at Trump over classified 
documents.“I read that some 
of those classified documents 
they found at Mar-a-Lago 
were actually stuck in the 
president’s Bible,” Pence said. 
“Which proves he had abso-
lutely no idea they were there.”

Even before the dinner was 
over, Pence was facing criti-
cism for his jokes about Trans-
portation secretary Buttigieg, 
the first openly gay Cabinet 
member in u.s. history.

Former US Vice President Mike 
Pence



DPA
LONDON

IN BRITAIN, Chancellor Jer-
emy Hunt did not rule out the 
prospect of children being de-
tained under the Government’s 
latest plans to address asylum 
seekers arriving in small boats.

The Chancellor said “spe-
cial arrangements” would be 
made for children but would 
not be drawn on whether the 
Government will overturn ar-
rangements which seek to pre-
vent children being detained in 
relation to immigration cases.

He said questions on spe-
cifics would be for the Home 
Secretary.

Reports in The Observer 
and Sunday Times said the Il-
legal Migration Bill could see 
children and families detained 
and deported, effectively re-
versing a ban put in place by 
the Conservative-Liberal Dem-

ocrat coalition government.
The measures could face 

challenge from Tory back-
benchers when the Bill goes 
to the Commons for its second 
reading on Monday, according 
to reports.

Mr Hunt was asked on 
BBC’s Sunday With Laura 
Kuenssberg whether children 
might be detained under the 
Government’s plans for asylum 
seekers, and if a ban on chil-
dren being detained stands.

He said: “We are making 
special arrangements for chil-
dren as the Home Secretary 
outlined.

“Public consent for legal 
migration depends on dealing 
with the unfairness of illegal 
migration and that is why it is 
so important that we tackle this 
issue head-on.” Asked again if 
he is ruling out a return to de-
taining children, the Chancel-
lor said: “The Home Secretary 

has made clear that we are go-
ing to treat children differently 
under these arrangements and 
I think you’ll have to talk to 
her about precisely how that 
happens.” The Government’s 
plans, announced on Tuesday, 
would see migrants who arrive 
through unauthorised means 
deported and given a lifetime 
ban from returning.

Anyone who crosses the 
Channel in a small boat would 
only be eligible for asylum in 
a “safe” third country, such 
as Rwanda.Powers would be 
granted to detain migrants for 
28 days without recourse for 
bail or judicial review, and then 
indefinitely for as long as there 
is a “reasonable prospect” of 
removal. It also places a duty 
on the Home Secretary to re-
move illegal entrants and it will 
“radically narrow the number 
of challenges and appeals that 
can suspend removal”.

Hunt avoids ruling out child 
detention in asylum plans

Turkey says 
Black Sea 
grain export 
deal will be 
extended

DPA
ISTANBUL

TURKEY expressed confi-
dence on Sunday that Ukraine 
and Russia will agree to extend 
an agreement on exporting 
grain via the Black Sea.

Russia and Ukraine were 
taking a positive approach which 
“will lead to a positive outcome,” 
Turkish Defence Minister Hulu-
si Akar told Anadolu.

“We believe that the term 
will be extended on March 
18,” he said.That is when the 
current agreement expires.
However, the Russian Foreign 
Ministry says Russian repre-
sentatives had not yet taken 
part in negotiations on extend-
ing the deal.

“There have been no negoti-
ations on this subject, especially 
with the participation of Rus-
sian representatives,” Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova said.

The next round of talks on 
extending the deal will be held 
in Geneva on March 13 between 
Russia’s delegation and top 
United Nations trade official Re-
beca Grynspan, Zakharova said. 
Russia had initially blockaded 
all Ukrainian seaports after its 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 
February of last year. 

The Black Sea Grain Ini-
tiative between the UN, Turkey, 
Ukraine and Russia came about 
in July 2022. It allows con-
trolled grain exports from three 
Black Sea ports.

Sunak heads to US for 
talks on submarine deal

DPA
LONDON

BRITISH Prime Minister Ri-
shi Sunak is flying to the Unit-
ed States for meetings with 
US President Joe Biden and 
Australian Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese to flesh out a 
major defence deal.

The PM will arrive in San 
Diego on Sunday night to dis-
cuss Australia’s procurement of 
nuclear-powered  submarines 
under the Aukus pact. Mr Al-
banese is expected to announce 
a plan for a British-designed 
fleet, with US boats being pur-
chased as a stop-gap measure. 
While on the US west coast on 
Monday, Mr Sunak is also set 
to unveil the new integrated 
review of defence and foreign 
policy, which has been updated 
in the wake of Russia’s Ukraine 
invasion.

The refreshed review will set 
out the UK’s approach to threats 
from Moscow and an assertive 
China. Ahead of his trip, the 
PM said: “In turbulent times, 
the UK’s global alliances are 
our greatest source of strength 
and security. I am travelling to 
the US today to launch the next 
stage of the Aukus nuclear sub-
marine programme, a project 
which is binding ties to our clos-
est allies and delivering security, 
new technology and economic 
advantage at home.

“As we launch the 2023 In-
tegrated Review Refresh tomor-
row, this is the future we want 
to deliver - a UK that is secure, 
prosperous and standing shoul-
der to shoulder with our part-
ners.” Last week Mr Sunak met 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron, smoothing out rela-
tions after they hit a low point 
with the September 2021 sign-
ing of the Aukus deal, which saw 
Australia ditch France in favour 
of an agreement with the UK and 
US. Negotiations over the last 18 
months have presented the Can-
berra government with a choice 
between a British or US design. 
Reports suggest Australia could 
opt for a modified version of the 
British Astute-class submarine, 
plugging the gap until it enters 
into service in the 2040s with up 
to five American Virginia-class 
boats.

The UK hopes that Aukus 
will result in work for British 
shipyards such as BAE Systems’ 
facility in Barrow-in-Furness, 
Cumbria.

Mr Sunak’s first visit to the 
US as PM comes in another cru-
cial week for his leadership, with 
Chancellor Jeremy Hunt setting 
out the Budget on Wednesday. 
Defence minister James He-
appey acknowledged there has 
been “robust” public and private 
clashes between the Ministry 
of Defence and Treasury over 
funding levels.

DPA
CAIRO

 AT least three people, in-
cluding an army officer, 
were killed on Sunday in 
airstrikes in central Syria, a 
war monitor reported.

The attack targeted an 
arms depot manned by 
Iranian-backed militias and 
an outpost of the Syrian air 
defences located between 
provinces of Hama and Tar-
tus, the Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights added.

The two other fatalities 
remain unidentified.  Two 
others were injured in the 
attack, said the watchdog 
that has been document-
ing violence in Syria since 
the civil war began in 2011. 
The British-based observa-
tory said the same region 
came under a similar attack 
in August last year.Earlier 
Sunday, Syria’s state media 
reported that Israel had un-

leashed missile strikes 
against some outposts in 
Hama and Tartus, injuring 
three service members.

“Our air defences re-
pulsed the aggression mis-
siles and shot down some of 
them,” the source said with-
out providing further de-
tails. Material damage also 
resulted from the attack.

The Israeli military de-
clined to comment on the 
reports.

“We don’t comment on 
reports in the foreign me-
dia,” the Israeli army said.

Earlier this week, Syria’s 
state media reported that 
Israel had attacked Aleppo 
airport in northern Syria 
and put it out of service.

The Israeli military did 
not comment on either at-
tack, but Israel regularly 
bombs targets in neighbour-
ing Syria in an effort to pre-
vent arch-rival Iran from ex-
panding its influence there. 

At least three 
killed in Israeli 
attack in SyriaAGENCIES 

RIYADH 

THE Saudi Arabian Public 
Investment Fund (PIF) an-
nounced it will launch a sec-
ond national airline, Riyadh 
Air. The carrier will be chaired 
by former Etihad Airways CEO 
Tony Douglas and has ambi-
tious growth plans with a fleet 
that includes Boeing 787-9s. 

PIF said Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man bin Abdulaziz announced 
the establishment. Like Sau-
dia and its subsidiaries, the 
new airline will also be whol-
ly owned by the state. To be 
based in Riyadh, “the new 
national carrier will lever-
age Saudi Arabia’s strategic 
geographic location between 
the three continents of Asia, 
Africa, and Europe, enabling 
Riyadh to become a gateway to 
the world and a global destina-
tion for transportation, trade, 
and tourism.” 

The airline plans to grow 
a network that will include 
100 destinations. Under its 

Vision 2030, Saudi has bold 
ambitions to attract 300 mil-
lion visitors, which is tenfold 
the number Saudia carried in 
2019. Riyadh Air is supposed 
to add $20 billion in non-oil 
GDP to the Saudi economy 
and create more than 200.000 
direct and indirect jobs.  

Rumors have been around 
for over two years that the 

government was planning to 
establish a second airline next 
to Saudia. Soon after he an-
nounced that he would depart 
Etihad in October, Tony Doug-
las was linked to RIA as its 
CEO, but only recently there 
were reports that he had quit 
the start-up again. 

Douglas has now indeed 
been confirmed as CEO of 

Riyadh Air. He will lead a 
management team of Saudi 
nationals and others with 
backgrounds in international 
carriers. The airline will be 
chaired by Yasir Al-Rumayy-
an, who is also the governor of 
PIF.

Expect Riyadh Air to an-
nounce its short and long-
term fleet plans anytime soon, 
but the Boeing 787-9 is firmly 
on its shopping list. According 
to The Wall Street Journal, the 
new airline is close to signing 
an agreement with Boeing for 
aircraft, valued at $ 35 billion, 
but Saudi Arabia has been in 
talks with Airbus too about an 
A350 order. 

The airline has already re-
started recruiting Captains for 
the type but doesn’t say when 
it expects to be ready to launch 
its first services. RIA intended 
to launch short-haul services 
first with a limited fleet of nar-
rowbodies before adding wide-
body capacity. In July 2022, 
another PIF vehicle, AviLease, 
announced that it was enter-
ing the aircraft leasing market. 

Saudi Arabia to launch Riyadh 
Air with Tony Douglas as CEO

DPA 
JAKARTA

INDONESIA’S Mount Merapi 
continued erupting Sunday af-
ternoon after it spewed clouds 
of hot ash the previous day, the 
volcanology agency said.

Agus Budi Santoso, head of 
the Volcanology and Geologi-
cal Hazard Mitigation Centre 
in Yogyakarta told a press con-
ference that there have been 54 
eruptions as of Sunday after-
noon with decreasing intensity.   
“The most intense one was the 

eruption that occurred yester-
day. We can still see and hear 
the fluctuating volcanic activ-
ity from our observation post,” 
Santoso said.  

A drone observation on 
Sunday morning showed that 
the mixture of rock, lava and 
gas travelled almost 4 kilome-
tres down and its clouds of hot 
ash travelled over the south-
west slope.

Santoso said eruptions oc-
curring over the weekend are 
still part of continuous and in-
creasing volcanic activity since 

the 2,968-metre mountain’s 
last major eruption in 2010 
that killed more than 350 peo-
ple.  

The volcano’s alert status 
was raised to the second-high-
est level in 2020 and authori-
ties still maintain the status.  
Merapi is one of more than 
120 active volcanoes that dot 
along the Indonesian archipel-
ago and is located between the 
provinces of Yogyakarta and 
Central Java on Indonesia’s 
most densely populated island 
of Java. 

Mount Merapi still active a day after eruption

Smoke billowing from a site targeted by Israeli airstrikes in 
Masyaf in the central Hama countryside on Sunday. AFP

Thick smoke rises during an eruption from Mount Merapi, Indonesia’s 
most active volcano, as seen from Tunggularum village in Sleman on 
Saturday (AFP)

WSJ says the new airline is to sign an agreement with Boeing for aircraft valued at $35bn

California braces for atmospheric river storm
DPA 

PAJARO, CALIFORNIA

 CALIFORNIA was bracing for 
another round of rain begin-
ning Monday as officials tried 
to assess the damage from se-
vere flooding along the Cen-
tral Coast and Central Valley, 
which left scores stranded and 
left whole blocks under water.

Yet another atmospheric 
river will bring new flood con-
cerns to Northern California 
beginning Monday and con-
tinuing through Tuesday night.

The Bay Area is now see-
ing bands of rain showers and 
thunderstorms, but “the focus 
is going to be on the next at-
mospheric river that arrives 
Monday evening,” said Pat-
rick Ayd, a meteorologist with 
the National Weather Service. 
Flood and high wind watches 
are in effect for the Bay Area 
and Central Coast starting 
Monday evening, he said.

The upcoming storms are 
expected to hit the same ar-

eas as the last round, Ayd said, 
with the worst impact at higher 
elevations.

In the aftermath of the re-
cent storms, “we have very sat-
urated soils, which will make 
us even more prone to flood-
ing,” and power outages are ex-
pected, especially around Mon-
terey, Ayd said. Rock and mud 
slides are also possible.

Jim Bagnall, a meteorolo-
gist with the weather service in 
Hanford, said that some show-
ers and thunderstorms are 
predicted today, mainly from 
Fresno County northward, but 
forecasters are already looking 
to the next storm system that 
will roll in starting Monday, 
bringing as much as six inches 
of rain at higher elevations in 
the region.

Rivers and creeks “are al-
ready running high,” Bagnall 
said, “so this additional water 
on top of that makes flooding 
our main concern,” especially 
in the Springville area in Tulare 
County northeast of Porterville.

“Anywhere up there in the 
hills is going to be of concern,” 
he said.

Bagnall urged residents to 
“pay attention to the forecast. 
Listen to the local officials. And 
if they are told they need to get 
out, heed the advice of the lo-
cal officials there.” Southern 
California will see rain Tuesday 
and Wednesday, with flooding 
possible in Santa Barbara and 
San Luis Obispo counties, ac-
cording to the National Weath-
er Service.

“This next atmospheric 
river event is not looking like 
it’s going to be as strong, but 
when you have a flood on top 
of a flood, it just makes a big-
ger flood,” said Cindy Kobold, 
a meteorologist with the Na-
tional Weather Service. “That 
means this next one could be 
more impactful, because the 
ground is way overly satu-
rated, and we’re going to have 
additional rainfall, with gusty 
winds.” The biggest impact 
from the recent storm was in 

the small town of Pajaro in 
Monterey County.

A levee failure on the Pajaro 
River - three miles upstream 
from the town of Pajaro - trig-
gered massive flooding in and 
around the town and prompted 
hundreds of evacuations.

The levee breached late 
Friday night, said Nicholas 
Pasculli, a Monterey County 
spokesperson. Patrols noticed 
“bubbling up in the adjacent 
farmland” at 11 p.m., the first 
sign of trouble.

Thirty minutes later, the 
levee failed, Pasculli said. As 
of Saturday morning, he said, 
“the failure is approximately 
100 feet wide.” Pajaro - with 
a population of 1,700, mostly 
farmworkers - is underwater.

Andres Garcia, 39, said this 
was his third evacuation from 
Pajaro because of the flooding 
river; in addition to January, 
there was one in 1995, when 
the town was flooded “even 
worse” than it is now.while it’s 
like this,” he said.
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AAB Lexus launches 
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QC, Chinese agency sign deal to boost  
cooperation page 9

Satyendra Pathak 
Doha 

Mesaieed Petrochemical Hold-
ing Company (MPHC) will remain 
focused on its core strengths of op-
erational excellence with an eye on 
sustainable growth and work towards 
strengthening its market position, the 
company’s chairman said on sunday.   

addressing shareholders at the 
company’s annual general assembly 
meeting, MPHC Chairman ahmad 
saif al sulaiti said, “The year 2022 
was marked by volatilities in high 
energy prices with record inflation, 
and impacted demand for commodi-
ties. Lockdowns in China also pres-
sured both consumer spending and 
infrastructure investments. in addi-
tion, geopolitical tensions continue to 
weigh on global commodity markets.”

While macroeconomic sentiments 
remained wavered, he said, “MPHC 
focused on operational excellence, 
sustainable growth and optimization 
of our processes, while improving our 
plant reliability and asset integrity. 
On the sustainability front, we con-
tinue our efforts towards reducing 
our environmental footprints, while 
building our operations with a focus 
on energy efficiency and conservation 
pillars.”

striving for sustainable growth, 
MPHC gave a go-ahead to the Qatar 
Vinyl Company (QVC) to construct a 
Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) facility with 
a production capacity of 350,000 
metric tonnes of PVC per annum. The 
project is value accretive to MPHC 
and to the national industrial sector.

Being the first PVC plant in Qatar, 
sulaiti said, “This project aims to po-
sition MPHC as a new regional player 
in PVC production.”

MPHC’s financial performance 
for the financial year 2022 remained 
formidable being carried forward 
from the record the results reported 
in 2021. Comparatively lower price 
trajectories along with slightly higher 
operating costs, weighed on the cur-
rent year results, being partially offset 
by slightly better sales volumes.

MPHC reported a net profit of 
QR 1.8 billion for 2022 and recorded 
earnings per share (ePs) of QR 0.141.

after taking into consideration the 
current short- to medium-term mar-
ket outlook, coupled with our CaPeX 
and the new PVC expansion program 
planned for the upcoming years, he 
said, “The board of directors pro-
posed to pay a total annual dividend 
distribution for 2022 of QR 1.38 bil-
lion, equivalent to a payout of QR 0.11 
per share, representing a payout ratio 
of 78 percent of net earnings.”

“also, we would like to bring our 
shareholders’ attention to Qataren-
ergy’s commitment to supporting 
MPHC’s iPO individual shareholders 
and as per the prospectus issued at 
the time of MPHC’s iPO, individual 
investors who have retained at least 
50 percent of their iPO allocated 
shares at all the times since iPO, un-
til the next award date december 31, 
2023, will be eligible receive the sec-
ond tranch of incentive shares equiv-
alent to 50 percent of their original 
numbers of shares allocated to them 
at the time of iPO,” he said.

Previously, he said, “Qatarenergy 
distributed the first tranche of free in-
centive shares to eligible shareholders 
of MPHC who have fulfilled eligibility 
conditions as at the close of trading in 
Qatar stock exchange on 31 decem-
ber 2018. The distributed shares were 
equivalent to 50 percent of those al-
lotted to shareholders at the time of 
the MPHC iPO.”

speaking on the occasion, act-
ing Manager Privatized Companies 
affairs dept at Qatarenergy abdulla 
Yaaqob al Hay said, “during the year 
2022, the macroeconomic climate 
remained wavered marked by geopo-
litical conflicts and recessionary fears 
linked to inflationary pressures and 
a higher interest rate environment. 
High energy prices in europe persis-
tently weighed on european produc-
ers. also, China’s strict zero-Covid 
policy has added stress to the com-
modity markets.”

Overall, Hay said, “Commod-
ity prices declined from the peaks 
reached during the latter part of 

last year, especially within the pet-
rochemicals segment, mainly due to 
a cautious approach from buyers on 
account of market uncertainty.”

Meanwhile, MPHC kept track 
and remained focused on optimizing 
its processes, improving its plants’ 
reliability, reducing environmental 
impacts, and building operations en-
circled around energy efficiency and 
conservation.

MPHC’s Health, safety and en-
vironment (Hse) performance in 
2022 was again exemplary, reflect-
ing its importance as a critical part 
of MPHC’s core values. MPHC’s key 
Hse achievements included receiv-
ing certification to multiple interna-
tional standards; further improving 
process safety; and completing its 
15th year without a single recordable 
incident of heat stress illness at pet-
rochemical facilities.

Continuing from the chairman’s 
message about the PVC project, he 
said, “With an estimated total project 
cost of $279 million and a nameplate 
capacity of 350,000 mt per annum 
of PVC, the project will be integrated 
with existing QVC facilities, and aims 
to covert the existing production of 
Vinyl Chloride Monomer (VCM) into 
PVC. The plant will not only boost 
private sector industrial investments, 
but also provide a home-grown 
source of PVC and expands the eco-
nomic potential of local industries.”

MPHC will be funding the con-
struction of the new PVC plant equiv-
alent to its percentage of sharehold-
ing in QVC (55.2 percent) and will 
continue to remain the largest share-

holder in QVC, following the expiry of 
the current joint venture agreement 
(JVa) due on May 1, 2026.

Within the petrochemical seg-
ment, the sixth Furnace project with 
an estimated cost of $94.6 million is 
now in its commissioning and is ex-
pected to be operational by the first 
quarter of 2023.

The new furnace would not only 
provide sustainability to Q-Chem’s 
overall production volumes but also 
ensure operational flexibility by en-
hancing the segment’s efficiency and 
safety standards.

in addition, during the year, the 
petrochemicals segment continued its 
history of executing world-class turn-
arounds. Q-Chem completed the larg-
est turnaround in the entity’s history, 
measured by workforce and cost. The 
turnaround was completed on time, 
with zero feed rejection, under budg-
et, and zero personal safety, process 
safety or environmental events.

On the financial performance 
front, he said, “MPHC reported a net 
profit of QR 1.8 billion for 2022, up 
down by 5 percent compared to last 
year. The increase decline was largely 
attributed to softened price trajec-
tories realized for MPHC’s products 
for the year, which affected Group’s 
financial performance and a slight in-
crease in the operating cost.

“at the Group level, the average 
blended selling prices reached $949/
MT and decreased by 2 percent dur-
ing 2022. On the other hand, Group 
sales volumes inclined by 2 percent on 
a year-on-year basis and reached 1.14 
million tonnes.”

Operations for MPHC’s group 
companies remained robust and resil-
ient, with yearly production reaching 
1.14 million MTs. Production volumes 
for the current year remained flat as 
compared to last year, mainly due to 
a large-scale turnaround carried out 
at Q-Chem’s facilities during the early 
parts of 2022 was entirely offset by 
the lowered production volumes dur-
ing the last year due to planned pre-
ventive maintenance shutdown car-
ried out at the chlor-alkali facilities.

Total capital expenditure for the 
year, primarily related to turnaround, 
reliability, health, safety and environ-
mental (Hse) projects across joint 
ventures, amounted to QR 328 million.

Going forward, in addition to the 
PVC project, the Group will continue 
to consider CaPeX investments to en-
hance capacity, reliability, efficiency 
and Hse performance. it is expected 
that such projects will enhance op-
erations and improve Hse standards 
while ensuring greater plant reliabil-
ity, integrity and maintenance. This 
will also help increase operational 
cash flows via added efficiency in op-
erations and enhanced productivity 
levels.

He said, “The Group will focus 
on market development by accessing 
new geographies and create product 
and market arbitrages and bring lo-
gistical cost savings to the Group.”

during the meeting, the share-
holders approved the board’s recom-
mendation for a dividend payment 
of QR 0.11 per share for 2022, rep-
resenting 11 percent of the nominal 
share value.

Mphc to continue working towards 
strengthening market position: Sulaiti

agencieS 
RiyaDh

saudi aramco has reported a 
record $161bn profit for 2022, 
the largest annual profit ever 
recorded by an oil and gas 
company, fuelled by soaring 
energy prices and rising global 
demand.

The largely state-owned 
company’s profits rose by 46 
percent year on year and it 
made more than the recent 
bumper results reported by 
shell, BP, exxon and Chevron 
combined.

“aramco delivered record 
financial performance in 2022, 
as oil prices strengthened due 
to increased demand around 
the world,” said amin Nasser, 
the chief executive of saudi 
aramco, which is listed on the 
Riyadh stock exchange.

The world’s biggest oil 
company, which is 95 percent-
owned by the saudi arabian 
government, declared a $19.5 
billion dividend after its fourth-
quarter trading.

its board has also recom-
mended the issuance of bonus 
shares, with investors receiving 

an extra share for every 10 they 
currently own.

While oil and gas companies 
are enjoying bumper results be-
cause of the impact of factors 
such as the war in ukraine – 
with bosses taking home “jaw 
dropping” pay packages as a 
result – saudi aramco’s perfor-
mance dwarfs its rivals.

The company’s profits for 
last year are almost triple that 
of exxon’s $56bn and more 

than four times that of shell 
($39.9bn), Chevron ($36.5bn) 
and BP ($27.7bn), most of 
which are also performing at 
record levels.

saudi aramco, which is the 
world’s second most valuable 
publicly listed company after 
apple, said its results were “un-
derpinned by stronger crude oil 
prices, higher volumes sold and 
improved margins for refined 
products”.

Saudi Aramco net income 
increases 46.5% in 2022

Aramco delivered record financial performance in 2022, as oil prices 
strengthened due to increased demand around the world.

MPHC Chairman Ahmad Saif Al Sulaiti with other board members at the company’s annual general assembly meeting in Doha on Sunday.    MPHC Chairman Ahmad Saif Al Sulaiti 
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THe sultanate of Oman’s pro-
duction of natural gas, includ-
ing imports, increased by 14.6 
percent until the end of Janu-
ary 2023 to reach 4.35 billion 
cubic meters, compared to 
3.95 cubic meters during the 
period in 2022.

The data issued by Oman’s 
National Centre for statistics 
and information (NCsi) indi-
cated that the production of as-
sociated gas increased by 11.7 
percent to reach 909 million 
cubic meters, while the pro-
duction of non-associated gas, 
including imports, increased 
by 15.3 percent to reach 3.62 
billion cubic meters.

Natural gas consumption 
increased in oil fields was 19.9 
percent, followed by industrial 
zones at 19 percent, industrial 
projects at 13 percent, and gas 
consumption in power plants 
increased by 11.6 percent.

The sultanate’s total oil pro-
duction in the first nine months 
of this year grew by 10.4 per cent 
to 289.78mn barrels compared 

to 262.43mn barrels in the same 
period of 2021, according to the 
official data released by Na-
tional Centre for statistics and 
information (NCsi).

Of the total production, 
crude output jumped by 14.1 
per cent year-on-year to 

231.1mn barrels during the 
first nine months of 2022 from 
202.5mn barrels recorded in 
the same period a year ago. 
Condensates output, however, 
decreased by 2.0 per cent to 
58.7mn barrels during January 
– september period this year.

Production of natural gas 
in Oman increases 14.6%

The production of associated gas in Oman increased by 11.7 percent to 
reach 909 million cubic meters in 2022.
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QC, Chinese agency sign 
deal to boost cooperation

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qatar Chamber and the 
China Foreign Trade Centre 
(CFTC) signed on Sunday, 
March 12 an agreement to 
bolster cooperation, promote 
events and exchange visits be-
tween them.

The agreement was signed 
by QC First Vice-Chairman 
Mohamed bin Ahmed bin Twar 
Al-Kuwari and CFTC’s Presi-
dent Chu Shijia.

The signing ceremony 
took place following a meeting 
between both officials at the 
Chamber’s headquarters. The 
meeting touched on means to 
enhance cooperation relations 
between both entities and bol-
ster trade between business-
men from both countries.

Speaking at the meeting, 
Mohamed bin Twar said that 
China is an important invest-

ment destination for Qatari 
investors, affirming that they 
are eager to learn about the 
opportunities galore in China 
and in Guangzhou in particu-
lar.

He noted that there is a 
great opportunity for the pri-
vate sector on both sides to 
enter into commercial partner-
ships and benefit from the tre-

mendous potential offered in 
both counties.

He also stressed the Cham-
ber’s keenness to enhance co-
operation between both sides 
and enable the Qatari private 
sector to participate in the 
economic events held in Chi-
na.

On his part, CFTC’s Presi-
dent Chu Shijia said that his 

visit aims at reviewing trade 
relations between Chinese and 
Qatari businessmen and invit-
ing the Qatari private sector to 
participate in the Canton Fair 
2023 (The 133rd China Import 
and Export Fair) which will 
be held in Guangzhou city this 
year, as one of the world’s im-
portant trade fairs.

He also noted that the fair 
is expected to attract more than 
26 thousand exhibitors, and 
more than 3 million visitors, 
in addition to a large number 
of accompanying activities and 
events.

He stressed that the fair 
will contribute to enhancing 
trade between Qatari and Chi-
nese businessmen, and will 
offers a brilliant opportunity 
for exporters and importers 
to meet and discuss business 
deals, and to get acquainted 
with the Chinese products dis-
played at the exhibition.

QC First Vice-Chairman Mohamed bin Ahmed bin Twar Al-Kuwari and CFTC’s President Chu Shijia.

QIIB launches 
Himyan Card

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QIIB announced the launch of 
the Himyan Card by QIIB, the 
National Prepaid Payment Card, 
enabling Customers to make 
payments domestically. The aim 
for the Himyan Card by QIIB is 
to enhance the electronic Pay-
ment Services Infrastructure, 
Financial Inclusion and Finan-
cial Literacy.

Himyan Card by QIIB can be 
used in Qatar for various trans-
actions, this includes ATMs, 
Point of Sale and eCommerce.

Starting today, Customers 
can apply for Himyan Card by 
QIIB via QIIB Mobile and In-
ternet Banking. The card can 
be funded via our Digital Chan-
nels or our extensive network of 
Branches.

On the occasion of the 
launch of Himyan Card by QIIB, 
Omar Abdulaziz Al-Meer, Chief 
of Corporate Sector at QIIB 
stated, “We are honoured to an-
nounce the launch of Himyan 
Card by QIIB as part of Qatar 
Central Bank’s initiative of a 
cashless society, with the launch 
of a National Prepaid Payment 
Card.

“The initiative of Qatar Cen-
tral Bank to launch the Himyan 
Card by QIIB deserves great 
praise and appreciation for 

providing a realistic and ap-
propriate alternative to vari-
ous payment solutions, as it is 
compatible with the various ap-
plicable Banking Systems and 
Solutions within the State of 
Qatar. Himyan Card by QIIB is 
a unique addition to our product 
portfolio and is another step for-
ward in QIIB and QCB’s strive 
for a cashless society.” Al-Meer 
continued, “Customers can now 
use their Himyan Card by QIIB 
with Contactless Technology, 
no minimum balance, all whilst 
being able to support an array of 
transaction types such as Points 
of Sale, ATMs and Local Online 
purchases. All QIIB customers, 
whether Nationals or Residents, 
are eligible to apply for the 
Himyan Card by QIIB.” Al-Meer 
stated.

Omar Abdulaziz Al-Meer, Chief of 
Corporate Sector at QIIB.

ICC Qatar hosts information session  
on global customs and trade facilitation

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC) Qatar collab-
orated with the ICC headquar-
ters, based in Paris, France, to 
deliver a virtual information 
sessionon ICC customs and 
trade facilitation commission’.

The information session 
was conducted by Global Policy 
Lead, Trade and Customs at 
ICC, Ms. Florence Binta Diao-
Gueye to introduce the ICC 
Global Commission on Cus-
toms and Trade Facilitation 
and present its latest projects, 
functioning, and priorities for 
2023.

Diao-Gueye, alongside ICC 
Qatar, led an open discussion 
with interested companies 
from the private sector on the 
current trends and challenges 
in the trading landscape. The 
session served as a platform for 
participants to interact, share 
and identify some of the na-
tional areas of interest.

The virtual event brought 
together over 70 attendees 
from diverse backgrounds, 
including bankers, insurers, 
lawyers, attorneys, freight 

forwarders, and cross-border 
traders.

The takeaways from this 
session will be used to inform 
the strategic direction of the 
local Commission, which will 
be focusing on domestic chal-
lenges, advancing business 
views, consequently improving 
customs and trade facilitation 
processes in Qatar, while also 
feeding into international poli-
cymaking on topics of interest, 
e.g., at the World Customs Or-
ganization. 

ICC Qatar announced that 
it is in the process of forming a 
local Commission on Customs 
and Trade Facilitation with the 
official launch being scheduled 
for 2023. The Commission 
will be led by a Chair that will 
be supported by Vice-Chair/s 
(Steering Committee) and 
members. 

To that end, ICC Qatar is 
calling on candidates to fill the 
vacancies in the Steering Com-
mittee. ICC Qatar members are 
eligible to serve in the govern-
ing body, which sets the strate-
gic direction and development 
of the Commission’s services 
and ensure its priorities will be 
met. 

The deadline to accept 
nominations for the Chair and 
Vice-Chair/s role/s is the 30th 
of March. On an ongoing ba-
sis, ICC Qatar will be accepting 
applications of candidates to 
become a member of the Com-
mission.

ICC Qatar spokesperson 
said, “We are proud to an-
nounce the onboarding of 
another Commission, which 
we believe is an essential one 
for the State of Qatar and is 
highly in tune with the ICC’s 
strategy for 2023. This year, 

our activities will be structured 
around four key themes; ena-
bling trade; accelerating sus-
tainability and climate action; 
shaping an open, trusted and 
interoperable digital economy, 
as well as strengthening multi-
lateral cooperation. Represent-
ing the private sector remains 
at the core of what we do. The 
commissions, comprising pri-
vate sector members, will act 
as a locomotive to meet those 
goals, ultimately benefiting and 
strengthening the Qatari busi-
ness community.”

Florence Binta Diao-Gueye 
stated: “We are delighted that 
ICC Qatar is launching a local 
Customs and Trade Facilitation 
Commission and look forward 
to working together. Our global 
work depends on our members 
from all regions – this is how 
we can ensure global influence, 
regional relevance and local 
impact. 

Smooth border processes 
are key in enabling cross-
border trade and in our crisis-
ridden times, it is critical to use 
all the tools and instruments 
available to build more resil-
ient economies that work for 
all.”

The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) Qatar collaborated with the ICC headquarters, based in Paris, France, to deliver a virtual information 
session on ICC customs and trade facilitation commission’.

Announcement
ICC Qatar announced that it is 
in the process of forming a 
local Commission on Customs 
and Trade Facilitation with the 
official launch being scheduled 
for 2023. The Commission will 
be led by a Chair that will be 
supported by Vice-Chair/s 
(Steering Committee) and 
members. 

‘Most innovative bank in 
Middle East’ title for QIB

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Islamic Bank, Qatar’s 
leading digital bank, received 
three prestigious awards from 
EMEA Middle East Bank-
ing Awards: “Most Innovative 
Bank in the Middle East”, “Best 
Product Launch in the Middle 
East” and “Best Islamic Bank 
in Qatar” for the Sixth Con-
secutive Year. The honour was 
announced at EMEA’s Awards 
ceremony held in Dubai in the 
presence of QIB’s senior man-
agement and the awards were 
received by Mr. Constantinos 
Constantinides, QIB’s Chief 
Strategy & Digital Officer.

The wins, spread across Is-
lamic and digital categories are 
a confirmation of QIB’s posi-
tion as Qatar’s leading Islamic 
bank in addition to its progress 
on its digital transformation 
strategy.

In the past year, QIB lever-
aged technology and respond-
ed to the changing market 
demands and customer needs 
by launching innovative and 
cutting-edge solutions for both 
retail and corporate customers. 
QIB introduced the first-ever 
Digital Credit Card in Qatar, 
Growing Deposit - a recurring, 
unique digital deposit account 
encouraging long-term saving 
habits, and the Flexi Certificate 

of Deposits – a digital certifi-
cate which provides customers 
with the flexibility to make par-
tial redemptions with no charg-
es. QIB’s recent investments 
in technology, especially on 
the digital banking front, have 
been a catalyst for retail asset 
growth, and have improved 
efficiency across the bank and 
drove significant progress in 
customer experience.

QIB continued accelerat-
ing its bank-wide digital trans-
formation program to develop 
and implement an innovative 
yet customer-centric business 
model, based on its vision to 
provide a fully digital banking 
experience. By upscaling its of-
ferings and ensuring that both 
retail and corporate customers 
are adopting the new solutions, 
the reliance on traditional 
banking services has reduced 
in recent years, leading to an 
increase in sales and revenue 
and to a significant migration 
of branch transactions to digi-
tal channels.

Commenting on the ac-
colades, Bassel Gamal, QIB’s 
Group CEO, said: “We are 
pleased to witness the recogni-
tion QIB is garnering in Qatar 
and the region which reaffirms 
our commitment to innovation 
and our leading role in incor-
porating Shari’a-compliant 
banking. 

QIB bagged three prestigious title at the EMEA Middle East Banking 
Awards.
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Agencies

The surprisingly rapid implo-
sion of Silicon Valley Bank has 
markets jittery over a potential 
sign of widespread turmoil, but 
analysts see only a limited risk 
of financial contagion.

SVB’s woes are the result of 
“idiosyncratic stresses and not 
one that we see as systemic that 
would affect the banking indus-
try,” said CFRA Research’s Ken 
Leon, saying stricter U.S. regu-
lations enacted after the 2008 
financial crisis have helped 
contain trouble.

A note from analysts at 
Morgan Stanley put it simply, 
saying, “We want to be very 
clear here ... we do not believe 
there is a liquidity crunch fac-
ing the banking industry, and 
most banks in our coverage 
have ample access to liquidity.”

Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen described the U.S. bank-
ing sector as “resilient,” while 
Cecilia Rouse, chair of the 
White house Council of eco-
nomic Advisers, also cited U.S. 
reforms in arguing disaster 
would be averted.

“Our banking system is 
in a fundamentally different 
place than it was a decade ago,” 
Rouse said Friday at a White 
house briefing.

Following the 2008 demise 
of Lehman Brothers and the 
ensuing financial meltdown, 
U.S. regulators required ma-
jor banks to hold additional 
capital in case of trouble. U.S. 
and european authorities also 
organize regular “stress tests” 
designed to uncover vulner-
abilities at the largest banks.

For Morningstar analyst 
eric Compton, the sudden-
ness of SVB’s demise highlights 
“that it can be very difficult to 
predict how funding pressure 
can change in any given quar-
ter and when these risks can 
materialize,” he said in a note 

this week.
Officially closed and put 

into receivership by U.S. au-
thorities on Friday, SVB was at 
risk due to a heavy concentra-
tion in its client profile, accord-
ing to Morgan Stanley.

SVB “primarily banks tech-
nology, life science, and health-
care companies and is an inte-
gral part of the venture capital 
ecosystem,” Morgan Stanley 
said.

But the tech sector has been 

hard hit by the dramatic pivot 
in U.S. monetary policy, with 
much higher borrowing rates 
leading to heavy deposit with-
drawals.

Confronted with the need 
to raise money quickly, SVB 
sold about $21 billion in securi-
ties, resulting in a loss of $1.8 
billion.

Because many of SVB’s 
clients held more than the 
$250,000 that are reimbursed 
from U.S.-insured institutions, 

customers began withdrawing 
funds en masse, precipitating 
the bank’s failure.

Following SVB’s disclosure 
last Wednesday, investors pun-
ished the banking sector in to-
tal on Thursday. But by Friday, 
shares in some larger banks 
posted gains.

But that left many regional 
lenders still under pressure, 
including First Republic Bank, 
which slumped 15 percent and 
Signature Bank, a cryptocur-

rency-exposed lender, which 
plunged 23 percent.

SVB’s failure has also fo-
cused attention on the risks to 
financial institutions from the 
Federal Reserve’s aggressive 
policies to counter inflation.

On the one hand, higher 
interest rates help the banks by 
allowing them to charge more 
interest for loans. At the same 
time, the shift dents demand 
for loans, said CFRA’s Leon.

Another problem is in the 

hit to bank bond assets, which 
decline in value when interest 
rates increase.

At the end of 2022, banks 
had some $620 billion in “un-
realized losses” connected to 
these securities, according to 
the FDIC.

But the turmoil does not 
have existential implications 
for the biggest banks, whose 
overall assets are “in excess” of 
the potential call of these bonds 
and are diversified, Leon said.

SVB’s demise a sign of worry, but 
limited financial contagion risk

People look at signs posted outside of an entrance to Silicon Valley Bank in Santa Clara, California

India, Australia likely 
to wrap up $100 bn 
trade pact by Dec

Agencies

InDIA and Australia pledged to con-
clude a comprehensive trade deal by 
the end of 2023, eyeing $100 billion 
in bilateral commerce that will seek to 
deepen engagement in areas such as 
critical minerals.

A joint commission comprising 
commerce minister Piyush Goyal and 
his Australian counterpart Don Farrell 
reviewed trade between the countries. 
That followed the first India-Australia 
summit on Friday between Prime Min-
isters narendra Modi and Anthony Al-
banese in new Delhi.

“The eCTA (economic Cooperation 
and Trade Agreement) was the first 
stage of our economic engagement,” 
Goyal told reporters at a joint briefing 
with Farrell on Saturday. “We are now 
entering phase 2 of our discussions, 
where we are looking at a much wider 
ambit of subjects and taking this into 
a CeCA (Comprehensive economic 
Cooperation Agreement).” India and 
Australia implemented the eCTA on 
December 29 last year.

After the summit, Albanese said 
both sides were looking at firming up 
the CeCA by 2023. Farrell is accompa-
nying the Australian Prime Minister on 
the visit.

Goyal said that committing to a 
deadline was “dangerous,” as this could 

lead to compromises, but added that 
both countries are committed to speed-
ing up negotiations. “We would love to 
do that,” he said.

Areas of Interest “We would work to 
engage in the same spirit as eCTA and 
hope for quick outcomes without com-
promising on its quality,” said Goyal.

Farrell said critical minerals, along 
with space technology and opportu-
nities in the digital sector, will form 
key areas of the proposed trade deal. 
Australia has all the critical minerals 
needed to build batteries for electric ve-
hicles, he said.

In the first month of the eCTA com-
ing into force, Australia had shipped 
goods worth $2.5 billion to India and 
the $100-billion trade target is achiev-
able, he added. India-Australia trade 
was $25 billion in FY22, up from $12.3 
billion in the preceding year.

While Australia has some “very” 
fine technologies, the best educational 
institutes and sporting capabilities, In-
dia can offer much in terms of its talent 
pool, manufacturing base and startup 
ecosystem, Goyal said.

Resolutions Ahead Asked about 
Australia’s interest in farm trade, Goyal 
said there are several areas of mutual 
interest that are being considered by 
the agriculture ministries of both sides, 
including the resolution of issues over 
sanitary and phyto-sanitary standards.

Regulators cut pressure on 
pipeline after Kansas oil spill

Agencies

US government regulators have 
stopped allowing a large part of the 
Keystone oil pipeline to operate at 
higher-than-normal pressures fol-
lowing a massive oil spill in north-
eastern Kansas in December.

The order this week from the 
U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion’s pipeline safety arm covers 
1,220 miles (1,963 kilometers) 
of the Keystone pipeline in seven 
U.S. states. Regulators already 
had ordered the system’s opera-
tor, Canada-based TC energy, to 
reduce the pressure on a 96-mile 
(155-kilometer) segment of the 
pipeline from southern nebraska 
near the Kansas border into cen-
tral Kansas, where the spill oc-
curred.

The regulators’ action came 
ahead of the first hearings in the 
Kansas Legislature on the spill. 
A TC energy official is set to face 
questions from lawmakers Tues-
day during a joint meeting of two 
house committees.

TC energy said in a statement 
Friday that it was already operat-
ing within the pressure limits set 
by this week’s order and that it 
would continue to comply.

“Our commitment to the safe 
operations of our system is unwa-
vering,” the company said.

But Zack Pistora, a lobbyist in 
Kansas for the Sierra Club, said 
Friday that perhaps regulators 
should reconsider the Keystone 
pipeline’s operation “in its entire-
ty.” The system has had more than 
20 spills since it began operations 
in 2010, and the one in Kansas was 
the system’s largest and the largest 
U.S. onshore spill in nine years, 
according to the regulators.

”There’s no confidence that 
this pipeline won’t be breaking 
again in the near future, even with 
less pressure,” Pistora said.

The latest order from regula-
tors directed TC energy to lower 
the maximum pressure by 10% 
on the pipeline from north Da-
kota’s border with Canada to 

northern Oklahoma, as well as the 
system’s spur from southern ne-
braska through Missouri into cen-
tral Illinois. That would bring the 
maximum pressure into line with 
what’s normally allowed after TC 
energy had received a special per-
mit to exceed it six years ago.

A pipeline rupture Dec. 7 
dumped nearly 13,000 barrels — 
each with enough crude to fill a 
standard household bathtub — in 
a creek through rural pasture land 
in Washington County, Kansas, 
about 150 miles (240 kilometers) 
northwest of Kansas City.

no one was evacuated follow-
ing the spill, and officials said it 
did not affect the two larger rivers 
and reservoir downstream from 
the affected creek. With regula-
tors’ permission, the company 
reopened the affected segment a 
little more than three weeks after 
the spill.

however, in a separate Jan. 6 
cleanup order, the U.S. environ-
mental Protection Agency said the 
amount of oil spilled was “a harm-
ful quantity” violating the nation’s 
clean water laws. The Associated 
Press obtained a copy of the ePA 
order through a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act request.

TC energy must notify the state 

and the ePA’s on-site coordinator 
before shipping out any hazardous 
materials. Also, the company will 
pay the U.S. government’s costs 
from the cleanup and faces a fine 
of nearly $52,000 a day if it vio-
lates the ePA order.

A U.S. Governmental Account-
ability Office report to Congress 
in July 2021 noted that pipeline 
regulators had allowed the higher-
than-normal maximum pressure 
on the Keystone system starting 
in 2017. The regulators concluded 
the operating at the higher pres-
sures was safe if TC energy met 
more than 50 conditions.

TC energy said last month 
that a flawed weld caused a crack 
that grew over time because of the 
stress on a bend in the pipeline 
where the rupture occurred. The 
company has estimated that the 
cleanup will cost $480 million, and 
it has an average of 800 people on 
site in any given 24-hour period.

“We continue to progress,” on 
the cleanup and investigating the 
root cause of the pipeline rupture, 
the company said in its statement.

The 2,700-mile (4,345-kilo-
meter) Keystone system carries 
heavy crude oil extracted from tar 
sands in western Canada to the 
Gulf Coast and to central Illinois.

India’s Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal and Australia’s Minister for 
Trade and Tourism, Senator Don Farrell

Officially closed and put into receivership by US authorities on Friday, SVB was at risk due to a heavy concentration in its client profile

In this photo taken by a drone, cleanup continues in the area where the  
ruptured Keystone pipeline dumped oil into a creek in Washington County.
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AAB launched the luxury cross-
over Lexus RX in Lexus main 
Showroom. Japanese Ambas-
sador to Qatar was the guest 
of honour. Abdulghani Nasser 
Al Abdulghani, AAB CEO, at-
tended the event along with 
AAB senior managers as well as 
media and social media repre-
sentatives.

In his opening speech Ab-
dulghani said, “It is my pleas-
ure to welcome you all to this 
significant event as we unveil 
the highly anticipated all-new 
Lexus RX 2023. As Abdulla Ab-
dulghani & Brothers company, 
we have been serving the Qa-
tari market with premium au-
tomotive services and products 
for several decades, and we are 
proud of our accomplishments.

Since the launch of its first 
luxury sedan over 30 years ago, 
Lexus has become a synonym 
for exceptional design, qual-
ity, and refinement. In that 
relatively short time, Lexus es-
tablished itself as a household 
name and one of the world’s 
premiere luxury brands. For 
that during the event the all-
new Lexus RX immerged from 
a custom made wardrobe show-
casing the latest Lexus Collec-
tion whish is an exceptional 
selection of merchandise, from 
environmentally conscious 
gifts, carefully chosen to re-
flect the essence of Lexus style, 
quality and elegance.

Lexus is bringing unpar-
alleled levels of elegance and 
refinement to the high-end 
crossover market in the Middle 
East with the launch of the all-
new RX. The fifth-generation 
RX has been completely reim-
agined to deliver greater style, 
comfort, and performance than 
ever before and comes with a 
choice of powertrains, one of 
which are electrified to con-
tribute to the realization of a 
carbon-neutral society.

First launched in 1998, 
the Lexus RX has created the 
blueprint for luxury crossover 
utility vehicles and set the tone 
in the segment ever since. The 
1998 Lexus RX 300 was the 
world’s first luxury crossover, 
while the 2006 Lexus RX 400h 
was the world’s first hybrid 
electric luxury crossover. The 
choice of electrified powertrain 
comes as part of the ‘Lexus 
Electrified’ vision announced 
in 2019, which aims to achieve 

significant performance im-
provements through electrifi-
cation technologies. The com-
pany is on track to achieve a full 
lineup of electrified vehicles in 
all categories by 2030 and aims 
to sell 100% BEVs globally by 
2035.

Commenting on the launch 
of the all-new Lexus RX, Koji 
Sato, President of Lexus In-
ternational, said: “For the all-
new RX, we were determined 
to keep the Lexus DNA of su-
preme quality, ride comfort, 
and refinement and elevate the 
driving experience to the next 
level, delivering a unique Lexus 
driving signature.” 

Takaaki Ohno, Chief Engi-
neer in charge of the vehicle’s 
development, commented: 
“Since the first-generation RX 
was born as a luxury crossover, 
the RX has been loved by many 
customers around the world. 
Now in its fifth generation, we 
embraced change using the RX 
to bring the joy of exhilarat-
ing driving to even more cus-
tomers as a Lexus global core 
model. We worked thoroughly 
on the vehicle’s fundamentals 
to pursue a new driving ex-
perience and design that was 
both captivating and rooted in 
functionality. Created without 
compromise through the com-
bined efforts of development 

and production, the all-new RX 
will become a companion that 
enriches your life. We hope 
customers in the Middle East 
will look forward to it.” 

Kei Fujita, Chief Repre-
sentative of Middle East & Cen-
tral Asia Representative Office, 
Toyota Motor Corporation, 
said: “We are pleased to launch 
the 2023 Lexus RX as the latest 
step in our drive to create inno-
vative and amazing experienc-
es for owners and passengers in 
the Middle East by developing 
vehicles that offer a highly en-
gaging driving experience.” 

Superior comfort
All fifth-generation RX 

models deliver the Lexus Driv-
ing Signature in their own way, 
thanks to the outstanding cre-
dentials of the platform and the 
powertrains. Each combines 
superior comfort with a new 
level of responsiveness, ensur-
ing the driver is in control at all 
times and resulting in an im-
mediate feeling of confidence. 
The all-new RX platform has 
allowed for a 90 kg drop in the 
vehicle’s weight and a 10 mm 
reduction in its overall height, 
resulting in a 15 mm lower 
center of gravity. In addition, 
the wheelbase is extended by 
60 mm, while a wider track 
combines with 21” wheels to 

give the 2023 RX a confident 
stance and stronger grip.

The all-new Lexus RX is 
built on Lexus’ Global Archi-
tecture K (GA-K) platform and 
delivers excellent body rigid-
ity and a low center of gravity, 
guaranteeing a more rewarding 
driving experience. The vehicle 
features new MacPherson strut 
suspension at the front and a 
new multi-link suspension sys-
tem at the rear, contributing to 
outstanding stability and han-
dling to create exceptional ride 
comfort.

Next Chapter design 
language

Lexus has further devel-
oped its new ‘Next Chapter’ 
design language to create a ve-
hicle that is instantly recogniz-
able as an RX, but with a more 
dynamic, elegant, and confi-
dent character. A sleeker sil-
houette has been developed by 
extending the bonnet, length-
ening the wheelbase by 60 mm, 
and lowering the roofline by 
10 mm to create a coupé-like 
feel. The triple LED headlights 
are sleeker, sharper, and more 
horizontal, and the body and 
spindle grilles merge at their 
boundaries to create a seam-
less expression symbolized by 
the sense of a solid mass, striv-
ing toward a new identity and 

originality. The wider track (50 
mm) gives a bolder stance and 
road presence, and the intro-
duction of a new Lexus badge 
on the tailgate adds to the ve-
hicle’s clean and contemporary 
look, while single-line Lexus 
signature taillights at the rear 
underline the vehicle’s iconic 
shape.

The all-new RX interior 
features Lexus’ Tazuna con-
cept for the driver’s cockpit, 
an approach initially revealed 
in the Lexus LF-30 electrified 
concept car. Taking its name 
from a Japanese word describ-
ing a rider’s use of the reins to 
control a horse, Tazuna focuses 
on delivering direct, intuitive 
control of the vehicle by fol-
lowing the principle of ‘hands 
on the wheel, eyes on the road.’ 
It also raises the quality of the 
driving experience by making 
the driver feel confident and in 
command of their vehicle and 
surroundings.

Drivers can also create an 
oasis with nature-inspired The-
matic Ambient Illumination, 
an optional feature that bathes 
the RX interior in a choice of 
14 themes. Each has been care-
fully designed to express a full 
range of emotions and evoke a 
feeling of comfort, with themes 
including Rain Forest, Water-
fall, and Sunset, and 64 dif-

ferent ambient lighting colors 
to choose from. Additional 
features include Smart Ac-
cess with a push-button start, 
a 21-speaker Mark Levinson 
Clari-Fi 2.0 sound system, and 
a panoramic roof with movable 
outer sliding glass for the front 
section.

Advanced features
The vehicle’s inviting in-

terior provides drivers and 
passengers with a host of ad-
vanced features for a refined 
cabin experience. These in-
clude a new 14-inch touch-
screen multimedia system with 
Apple CarPlay® and Android 
Auto™ compatibility, a color 
multi-information display 
(MID), a color head-up display 
(HUD), a wireless charging 
system for smartphones, six 
USB chargers, and one 12 Volt 
charger. In addition, the 2023 
RX offers the Lexus Climate 
Concierge system with Triple 
Zone Independent Tempera-
ture Controls, which includes 
rear vents and control panels 
for the back seats to ensure the 
cabin temperature is perfectly 
adjusted for each occupant. 
The system uses S-Flow control 
to recognize which seats are 
occupied and directs cooling 
performance based on the set-
ting selected, cabin tempera-
ture, outside temperature, and 
the effect of sunlight coming 
through the windows.

As with any Lexus vehicle, 
safety is a top priority for the 
all-new RX. Drivers can en-
joy complete peace of mind, 
thanks to the Lexus Safety Sys-
tem+, an advanced safety and 
driver assistance system that 
includes a Pre-Collision Sys-
tem (PCS) with an expanded 
detection range for vehicles, 
pedestrians, cyclists, and mo-
torcycles, together with new 
features such as Emergency 
Steering Assist, Acceleration 
Suppression at Low Speed, and 
Intersection Collision Avoid-
ance Assistance.

The system also includes 
all-speed range Dynamic Radar 
Cruise Control (DRCC) with a 
new features; Curve Speed Re-
duction (RSR) suppresses the 
vehicle’s speed when entering 
a bend and offers additional 
acceleration upon exiting the 
bend. Drivers also benefit from 
Lane Tracing Alert (LTA), Lane 
Departure Alert (LDA), and 
Adaptive High-beam System 
(AHS).

AAB Lexus launches all-new RX in Qatar
The new Lexus RX is built on Lexus’ Global Architecture K (GA-K) platform and delivers excellent body rigidity and a low centre of gravity

Lexus is bringing unparalleled levels of elegance and refinement to the high-end crossover market in the Middle East with the launch of the all-new RX..
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USA top ISSF World Cup Shotgun - Doha 2023 medals 
tally as Hinton and Gough clinch mixed trap gold
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Kohli ends century 
drought with 186  
in the 4th Test 
against Australia
page 8
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Doha

United States of America 
topped the medals tally af-
ter William Hinton and Alicia 
Kathleen Gough won the mixed 
team trap gold on the final day 
of the iSSF World Cup Shotgun 
doha 2023 at the Lusail Shoot-
ing Range on Sunday.

Hinton and Gough beat 
Kuwait’s talal Alrashidi and 
Sarah Alhawal 6-0 in the gold 
medal match. 

USA finished the champi-
onship with six medals – three 
gold, two silver and a bronze. 
Hinton in particular was on fire 
yesterday, as he shot a perfect 
90, including all of the targets 
in the qualification round. 

the bronze medal was won 
by Poland’s Sandra Bernal and 
Piotr Kowalczyk, who edged 
out turkiye Pelin Rumeysa 
Kaya and tolga tuncer 6-4 in a 
thrilling play-off. 

the qualification round 
was topped by Alhawal and Al-
Rashidi after the Kuwaiti duo 
finished with 145 hits. Hinton 
and Gough were close second 
with 144, followed by Kaya and 
tuncer and Bernal and Kowal-
czyk pair’s 143 each.

the indian pair of Prithvi-
raj tondaiman and Shreyasi 
Singh finished sixth as they 
shot a combined score of 142 
out of 150 in the qualification, 

which was a point less than the 
bronze medal match qualifying 
score of 143. 

two Qatari teams, Has-
san Kholoud Al Khalaf/Saeed 
Abusharib and Metha Ham-
ad Albinali/Ahmad Majid Al 
Khelaifi, finished in 20th and 
23rd positions with 133 and 
124 hits respectively.

the nine-day World Cup 
was hosted by the Qatar Shoot-

ing and Archery Association 
under the auspices of the inter-
national Shooting Sport Fed-
eration (iSSF).

italy, with one gold medal 
and three bronze, finished sec-
ond ahead of Australia and tur-
kiye who won one gold medal 
each to share the third place.

the 12-leg iSSF World Cup 
series will now move to Bhopal, 
india for the Rifle and Pistol 

rounds before six more rounds 
which will take place in Larn-
aca (Cyprus), Lima (Peru), Cai-
ro (egypt), Baku (Azerbaijan), 
Almaty (Kazakhstan), Lonato 
(italy) and Rio de Janeiro 
(Brazil).

A total of 465 athletes from 
63 countries including 30 
Olympic athletes took part in 
the iSSF World Cup Shotgun - 
doha 2023 (March 5-12).

Qatar Shooting & Archery Association (QSAA) President Mishaal Ibrahim Al Nasr, Chairman of the Technical Committee Abdullah Ali Al Hammadi and an official pose for a photograph with the podium winners of the mixed 
team trap event on the final day of the ISSF World Cup Shotgun - Doha 2023 at the Lusail Shooting Range on Sunday.

Buoyed World Giants now aiming to hunt down 
Asia Lions at Legends League Cricket Masters
Vinay nayudu

Doha

HAvinG won heck of a game 
against india Maharajas by two 
runs in the second match of the 
ongoing Legends League Crick-
et (LLC) Masters, the World 
Giants will take on Asia Lions 
in their next match at the Asian 
town international Stadium 
on Monday.

With captain Aaron Finch 
and Shane Watson coming to 
the party with blazing fifties and 
later defending a total of 167 
they rode on the bowling of Brett 
Lee, tino Best and most impor-
tantly Ricardo Powell, who not 
only picked up two wickets, but 
took a catch which was the turn-
ing point of the match.

interestingly, Powell was 
played as the “impact Player”. 
Which means that he was nom-
inated from outside the playing 
Xi and before 14 overs of the 
innings.

the umpires didn’t allow 
Powell to bat after Giants lost 
Kevin O’Brien in 15.1 over, ac-
cording to the rules but Powell 

showed his class with the ball 
and also in the field.

Speaking of his team’s vic-
tory, the team’s coach and for-
mer india player Lalchand Ra-
jput said, “Our impact player 
did wonders for us. But on a 
srious note, we should have 
got 180-200 batting first given 
our good start. the Mahara-
jas also bowled well and with 

Harbhajan Singh getting into 
the groove with his bowling, we 
lost wickets. 

“But still our players batted 
very well getting to 167 from 
140 in the end overs.”

On playing Asia Lions, Ra-
jput said, “they also have leg-
ends in their team and all these 
players have built their repu-
tation with great play so they 

won’t take anything lightly. We 
also won’t give away anything. 
So the matches will continue to 
be competitive no matter the 
camaraderie shown.

“it will be a balanced game. 
they have won the first game 
and we have also won our 
opening match. So it will be on 
an even keel.”

While the pitch is playing 
true, Rajput said it still wasn’t 
easy to hit sixes. “the turn and 
bounce is there but the stadium 
is still not a small one and play-
ers really have to hit it hard to 
clear the ropes.”

For the fans though the 
excitement will continue. Asia 
Lions have a big local support 

with stars like Shahid Afridi, 
Misbah Ul Haq and Shoaib 
Akhtar in the ranks.

While World Giants won the 
inaugural edition in Muscat in 
January 2022, Asia Lions would 
look to make their mark this 
time with india Maharajas still 
smarting for their defeats and 
aiming to make a comeback.

Podium winners with the officials during the presentation ceremony on the final day of the ISSF World Cup 
Shotgun - Doha 2023 at the Lusail Shooting Range on Sunday.

USA’s William Hinton (above) and Alicia Kathleen Gough during the 
mixed trap event at the Lusail Shooting Range on Sunday.

World Giants skipper Aaron Finch with coach Lalchand Rajput.
World Giants’ Brett Lee celebrates the wicket of Stuart Binny of India Maharajas at Asian Town on Saturday.
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Casemiro sees red in Manchester United’s 
goalless draw with Southampton

STATS Perform/dPA
London

Manchester United failed to 
bounce back from their historic 
defeat to Liverpool as casemiro 
was sent off in a 0-0 home draw 
with Premier League strugglers 
southampton.

United suffered the largest 
loss in the history of their great 
rivalry with Liverpool last sun-
day, going down 7-0 on Mersey-
side.

they rallied on thursday 
with a good win over real Betis 
in the europa League, but erik 
ten hag’s men were back to be-
ing disappointing.

casemiro’s red card on 34 
minutes for a bad foul on carlos 
alcaraz allowed the relegation-
threatened visitors to dominate.

southampton failed to take 
their chances, however, left to 
settle for a well-earned point 
that keeps them bottom of the 
table but only two points adrift 
of safety.

United initially looked in 
the mood to set things right af-

ter their anfield humbling and 
Marcus rashford was denied by 
Gavin Bazunu after a fine give 
and go with Bruno Fernandes.  

But Fernandes would spend 
much of the rest of the first half 
aiming protestations at referee 
anthony taylor as United strug-
gled to exert control on the game.

they were grateful to David 
de Gea for turning over theo 

Walcott’s close-range header 
but then had to face up to play-
ing with 10 men as casemiro 
was shown a straight red after 
taylor went to the Var moni-
tor following a high challenge on 
alcaraz.

raphael Varane nearly bun-
dled home at the far post from a 
Fernandes free-kick soon after, 
with United subsequently see-

ing two penalty appeals correctly 
waved away at the end of a frus-
trating 45 minutes for the hosts.

southampton twice went ag-
onisingly close to capitalising on 
their one-player advantage after 
the restart.

aaron Wan-Bissaka was 
forced to clear off the line af-
ter scott Mctominay deflected 
a Kyle Walker-Peters cross to-
wards goal. James Ward-Prowse 
then clipped the top of the cross-
bar as he narrowly missed out 
matching David Beckham’s 
Premier League record for goals 
from free-kicks.

Walcott was again thwarted 
by De Gea after going through 
one on one with the United goal-
keeper on the counter, before 
Bazunu produced heroics at the 
other end to turn Fernandes’ 
curling effort against the inside 
of the post.

Walker-Peters saw a swerv-
ing effort clatter the left-hand 
post with De Gea well beaten, 
with fortune favouring a United 
side that is now 16 points adrift 
of leaders arsenal in third.

Manchester United’s Brazilian midfielder Casemiro (R) reacts after 
being shown a red card by English referee Anthony Taylor during the 
English Premier League match against Southampton at Old Trafford in 
Manchester on Sunday. (AFP)
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LeanDro trossard played a 
starring role as Premier League 
leaders arsenal restored their 
five-point lead at the summit 
with a 3-0 victory over Fulham 
on sunday.

the Belgium international 
claimed a hat-trick of assists 
at craven cottage, with Ga-
briel Magalhaes, Gabriel Mar-
tinelli and Martin odegaard 
all profiting.

Mikel arteta’s side subse-
quently became the first side 
in the history of english league 
football to win five successive 
away London derbies without 
conceding a single goal.

arsenal, who welcomed 
Gabriel Jesus back from in-
jury, also made it five straight 
Premier League victories in all 
as they took another step to-
wards the title.

the Gunners thought they 
had taken the lead when an-
tonee robinson put through 
his own net in the 16th minute, 
but the Var ruled Martinelli 
had strayed offside before 
Bernd Leno parried his shot 
against the Fulham defend-
er.  however, arsenal broke 
through five minutes later as 
Gabriel, who scored the winner 

in the reverse fixture in august, 
climbed to head in trossard’s 
corner.   

trossard was the provider 
again when his cross was nod-
ded in by Martinelli at the far 
post after 26 minutes, while 
odegaard tucked away another 
precise centre from the former 
Brighton and hove albion man 
in first-half stoppage time.

Fulham were far more posi-
tive after the break. Bobby De 
cordova-reid drew a smart 
reflex save from aaron rams-
dale, while aleksandar Mitro-

vic’s header hit the crossbar.
But arsenal stood firm to 

deny their opponents a potential 
route back into the contest and 
went close to increasing their 
margin of victory through ode-
gaard and the returning Jesus.

Almiron ends Newcastle’s 
winless run 
Miguel almiron came off the 
bench to re-ignite newcas-
tle’s charge for europe as 
he snatched a hard-fought 
Premier League victory over 
Wolves.

the Paraguay interna-
tional’s 79th-minute strike 
clinched a 2-1 win, but only 
after the visitors had dragged 
themselves back into a full-
blooded encounter when sub-
stitute hwang hee chan had 
cancelled out alexander Isak’s 
first-half opener on an eventful 
afternoon at st James’ Park.
Premier League Sunday Results
Fulham 0 Arsenal 3; Manchester 
United 0 Southampton 0; West 
Ham United 1 Aston Villa 1; 
newcastle United 2 Wolverhamp-
ton 1.

Trossard stars as Gunners 
regain five-point lead

Openda scores hat-trick in under 
five minutes in rare Ligue 1 feat

STATS Perform/dPA
PAriS 

LoIs openda scored a hat-trick 
in Lens’ 4-0 win at clermont 
on sunday in just four minutes 
and 30 seconds, the fastest in 
Ligue 1 since 1967.

the 23-year-old grabbed 
his first goal in the 30th min-
ute at the stade Gabriel Mont-
pied after racing onto a lofted 
pass from the left from angelo 
Fulgini before putting the ball 
through the legs of clermont 
goalkeeper Mory Diaw.

In the 34th minute he took 
advantage of a defensive error 
from the hosts as he finished off 
a neat square pass from adrien 
thomasson, before completing 
his hat-trick just 66 seconds later 
when Mateusz Wieteska under-
hit a backpass, allowing openda 
to round Diaw and finish.

the Belgian striker also 
managed to add an assist in the 
second half as he pulled the ball 

back from the right for substi-
tute alexis claude-Maurice to 
make it 4-0 to the visitors.

openda’s treble was just 
the second this century to be 
achieved in under five min-
utes, beating Matt Moussilou’s 
for Lille against Istres in april 
2005 by four seconds.

according to opta, he is 
only the third Ligue 1 player 
to score a hat-trick inside five 
minutes in the last 75 years, 
along with Moussilou and 
Michel Margottin for angers 
against rouen in February 
1967. the exact hat-trick time 
for Margottin in that match 56 
years ago was not recorded.

only Manchester city’s 
erling haaland has scored 
more hat-tricks this season in 
the top five european leagues 
(four) than openda, whose tre-
ble against clermont was his 
second of the season after also 
hitting three goals against tou-
louse in october.
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tWo dazzling added time goals 
saw al Duhail dash the victory 
hopes of al sadd pulling off a 
thrilling 2-2 draw in their post-
poned match from Week 10 of 
the QnB stars League 2022-
2023 season played at the al 
sadd stadium on sunday.

the league leaders who 
trailed 0-2 till the dying min-
utes, scored twice in added 
time to shock the defending 
champions and extend their 
lead at the top to five points.

al Duhail now have 36 
points from 15 matches, ahead 
of al arabi on 31 points from 
15 matches, and al sadd, who 
are third with 29 points from 16 
games. al Wakrah with 24 points 
from 16 matches are fourth.

While Baghdad Bounedjah 
(34th minute) and santi ca-
zorla (57th minute) struck for 
al sadd, the turnaround for 
al Duhail came through goals 
from nam tae-hee (90+6 min-
ute) and Fernandez Federico 
(90+8 minute).

the Wolves held sway for 
almost the entire length of the 
match while al Duhail seemed 
to be running out of luck with 

some of their crucial hits miss-
ing the target. But with minutes 
to go, the red Knights gathered 
pace and momentum to catch 
their rivals off guard.

al Duhail’s first goal was a 
top shot drive from outside the 
box from the south Korean at-
tacking midfielder nam tae-hee 
which flew diagonally into the 
far top right corner of the net.

the red Knights again 
caught their rivals by surprise 
with Mohamed Musa essay-
ing a perfect kick from the 
right about 20 yards off the 
box which went in front of the 

goal and an unmarked Federico 
lunged forward to make a su-
perb header for the second goal.

such was the shock and 
awe of the act that it took a few 
seconds before the fans threw 
themselves up in delight.

earlier, in the 82nd min-
ute a nam tae-hee kick had hit 
the crossbar and fallen just out 
and al Duhail were left cursing 
their luck with many of their at-
tempts failing. In the end, how-
ever, they did get their act right 
and superbly.

In contrast, al sadd seemed 
not to put a foot wrong when 

Bounedjah first rushed ahead 
to score off a cazorla assist 
from a long distance in the first 
half and later soon in the sec-
ond half cazorla made the most 
of a Pedro Miguel cross from 
the right. 

Boli header helps Al Rayyan 
hold Al Wakrah 1-1
al rayyan rallied to hold al 
Wakrah 1-1 in their absorbing 
postponed match from Week 
10 at the al sadd stadium.

exciting action from both 
sides and several chances later 

it was in the second half that 
the goals were produced and 
within a span of seven minutes.

Gelson Dala provided the 
opening goal of the match for 
al Wakrah in the 82nd min-
ute before al rayyan hit back 
to equalize through their star 
Yohan Boli in the 89th minute.

the solitary point gain saw 
al Wakrah move to 24 points 
from 16 matches to stay in the 
fourth place in the standings 
while al rayyan too remained 
10th with a tally of 13 points 
from 15 matches.

Al Markhiya beat  
Al Sailiya 3-1
al Markhiya scored a valuable 
3-1 win over al sailiya at the al 
arabi stadium.

al sailiya surged ahead 
through sergio carlos in the 
11th minute, but al Markhiya 
bounced back and replied 
through Driss Fettouhi (38th 
minute), Jameel al Yahmadi 
(67th minute) and Jose correia 
(89th minute).

al Markhiya took their tally 
to 18 points, while al sailiya 
stood on nine points.

Thrilling added time goals see Al Duhail hold Al Sadd 2-2

Al Duhail’s Nam Tae-hee battles past Al Sadd’s Baghdad Bounedjah 
during their postponed Week 10 match of the QNB Stars League at  
the Jassim Bin Hamad Stadium on Sunday.

Arsenal’s Belgian midfielder Leandro Trossard (L) and Arsenal’s Ukrainian defender Oleksandr Zinchenko applauds 
the fans following their Premier League match against Fulham at Craven Cottage in London on Sunday. (AFP)

RC Lens’ French forward Alexis Claude Maurice (C) celebrates with Lens’ 
Belgian forward Lois Openda (R) after scoring a fourth goal for his team 
during the French L1 match against Clermont Foot 63 at Stade Gabriel 
Montpied in Clermont-Ferrand, France on Sunday. (AFP)

Spain’s Felix Sanchez has been appointed the new coach of Ecua-
dor’s national team, the country’s football asso-
ciation FEF announced on Saturday. The former 
Qatar coach will be under contract until the 
2026 World Cup hosted by the US, Canada and 
Mexico, according to a FEF statement. Sánchez, 
47, who worked with the Qatar team during the 
last World Cup in 2022, will replace Argentinian 
Gustavo Alfaro. Hosts Qatar wereout of the World 
Cup after two group-stage games - the earliest 
ever elimination for a host nation. Ecuador also 
didn’t make the last 16, despite beating Qatar 

2-0 in the opening game. “Good luck and success 
professor!” the FEF tweeted. (DPA)

Sanchez to take over as Ecuador’s  
national team coach

 Quick read

Former Qatar 
coach Felix 
Sanchez.

Borussia dortmund sporting director Sebastian Kehl still believes 
his side can wrestle the Bundesliga title away from Bayern Munich 
for the first time in 11 seasons despite the 2-2 draw at Schalke on 
Saturday. The thrilling derby draw, coupled with Bayern’s 5-3 win over 
Bavarian neighbours Augsburg, meant the champions ended the day 
two points clear of the Black and Yellows with 10 games left to play. 
“We all want the title race to remain exciting until the end. That’s why 
the two points lost hurt. But nothing is over yet,” Kehl told reporters. 
dortmund were twice ahead before being pegged back by relegation-
threatened Schalke in the 100th Bundesliga ruhr derby. it ended 
dortmund’s run of eight league wins in row. “it was incredibly annoy-
ing and completely unnecessary,” added Kehl. (DPA)

Dortmund’s Kehl not giving up on title, 
Bayern’s Pavard may now stay

Arsenal blank  
Fulham 3-0

Al Duhail fans rejoice during the team’s QNB Stars League match against Al Sadd on Sunday.
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Angelo Mathews moves Sri Lanka WTC claims forward
icc.com

Continuing their World 
test Championship final push, 
Sri Lanka have left new Zea-
land needing a record run chase 
in Christchurch, thanks in large 
part to a partnership between 
centurion Angelo Mathews and 
Dinesh Chandimal.

Putting on 105 throughout 
the middle of day four, the pair 
helped the tourists to a second-
innings total of 302, setting new 
Zealand 285.

At 28/1 at the close of play, 
new Zealand, if they make the 
runs required, would complete 
the highest successful run chase 
in test cricket at Hagley oval, 
beating Australia’s 201/3 in 
February 2016. Despite a nerv-
ous half-hour in the early nine-
ties, Mathews moved to his 14th 
test century with boundaries off 
back-to-back deliveries, swat-
ting Blair tickner through mid-
wicket before booming a shot 

through covers off the back foot.
He spent much of the day 

with Dinesh Chandimal (42) 
who joined him in Sri Lanka’s 
5000-run club in tests, doing so 
at an average of over 43, a bet-
ter figure than six of other 10 to 
reach the mark.

Chandimal will be in touch-
ing distance of Arjuna Ranatun-
ga’s 5105 in tenth when he takes 
the field in the second test in 
Wellington on Friday, and would 
be one of three active Sri Lankan 
players in the top ten, with open-
er Dimuth Karunaratne (6090) 
also a vital cog in the line-up.

World test Championship 
Standings

Sri Lanka began day four 
building a target-setting plat-
form, adding 67 runs and only 
losing night-watchman Prabath 
Jayasuriya (6) in the morning 
session.

Mathews and Chandimal 
worked into their partnership, 
facing 218 balls between them, 

before the latter was bowled by a 
tim Southee beauty after taking 
the new ball.

it brought Dhananjaya de 
Silva to the crease, whose smart 
acceleration moved Sri Lanka’s 
lead past 250 in the evening ses-
sion. His 47* included vital runs 
with the tail to move the team 
past 300, before Kasun Rajitha’s 
wicket of Devon Conway in the 
fifth over of new Zealand’s reply 
meant the tourists made even-
ing inroads with the ball. tom 
Latham (11*) and Kane William-
son (7*) will resume on day five 
with the hosts needing a further 
257 to win.

A win would keep Sri Lan-
ka’s hopes of a first World test 
Championship final berth alive, 
though would also need victory 
in the second test of the series, 
and for Australia to prevent an 
india win in the final test of 
their series in Ahmedabad.
Scores: New Zealand - 373 & 
28/1 vs Sri Lanka - 355 & 302.

Sri Lanka’s Angelo Mathews plays a shot during the fourth day of the first Test against New Zealand at the 
Hagley Oval in Christchurch on Sunday. (AFP)

AgeNcieS 

BAngLADeSH clinched series 
victory with a four-wicket win 
over england in the second 
t20 international in Mirpur.

england were 50-1 after six 
overs, but a flurry of wickets 
followed on a difficult, turn-
ing pitch and the tourists were 
bowled out for 117 in the 20th 
over.

Ben Duckett top-scored 
with 28 from as many balls in 
the middle order, but he saw 
four partners fall to Mehedi 
Hasan who finished with fig-
ures of 4-12.

Bangladesh made steady 
progress in their chase, with 
najmul Hossain Shanto’s un-
beaten 46 seeing them home 
with seven balls left.

Jofra Archer took two 
wickets late on, finishing with 
an impressive 3-13, to squeeze 
the game but the hosts took 15 
from the first five balls of the 
penultimate over bowled by 
Chris Jordan.

the series concludes with a 
final dead rubber at the same 
ground on tuesday.

Playing in their first series 
in this format since winning 
the t20 World Cup in no-
vember, england were already 
handling the absences of a 
number of key batters, includ-
ing Ben Stokes, Alex Hales and 
Will Jacks.

After defeat in thursday’s 
opening match of the series, 
captain Jos Buttler chose to 
make further changes to the 
winning formula, dropping 
himself to four and promot-
ing Dawid Malan to open, 
while also offering a debut to 
18-year-old prodigy Rehan 
Ahmed.

the move did not pay off, 
as Malan fell cheaply to taskin 
Ahmed while Buttler was 
bowled by Hasan Mahmud’s 
yorker for just four, as eng-
land were reduced to 57-4 af-
ter nine overs.

in successive matches 
Duckett has offered some re-

sistance as others fell around 
him, but failed to kick on after 
reaching his 20s.

He and Sam Curran of-
fered a largely boundary-less 
rebuild in the middle overs 
with a partnership of 34, han-
dling a difficult pitch and some 
excellent bowling from Mehe-
di, who claimed Curran as one 
of two stumping victims.

england again seemed 
a batter light, with Chris 
Woakes coming in at seven, 
and lost three wickets in the 
final over as Archer and debu-
tant Ahmed suffered embar-
rassing run outs.

england were probably 
around 20 runs short with the 
bat.

After the first seven overs 
there was excessive turn across 
the remainder of the match, 
which meant Bangladesh were 
never able to break the shack-
les in pursuit.

england will take solace 
from the bowling of Archer, 
who continues a successful re-

turn to the side after a lengthy 
period on the sidelines and was 
recorded at speeds of 93mph.

Having taken the wicket of 
opener Rony talukdar, Archer 
returned to force Mehedi into 
a mistimed pull on 20 before 
splaying the stumps of Afif 
Hossain in the 18th over to of-
fer england a glimpse of vic-
tory.

thirteen runs were need-
ed from 12 balls and Buttler 
turned to seamer Chris Jordan 
for the first time.

Shanto, who came in at 
three and anchored the in-
nings, hit his first delivery for 
four, before taskin struck the 
veteran seamer for successive 
boundaries to secure a com-
fortable victory.

Scorecard
england 117 (20 overs): Duckett 
28 (28); Mehedi 4-12
Bangladesh 120-6 (18.5 overs): 
Shanto 46 (47); Archer 3-13

Bangladesh won by 
four wickets.

Bangladesh’s Taskin Ahmed (left) celebrates with teammate Najmul Hossain Shanto after winning the second Twenty20 international cricket 
match against England at the Sher-e-Bangla National Cricket Stadium in Dhaka on Sunday. (AFP)

England fall to T20 series 
defeat against Bangladesh

icc.com 

AFteR a wait of 1205 days, 
Virat Kohli finally registered 
a test century, bringing up 
three figures on day four of the 
fourth test against Australia in 
Ahmedabad.

Kohli brought up test 
century no.28 after flicking 
nathan Lyon for a single and 
helping india push towards a 
crucial first-innings lead.

there was a gap of 41 in-
nings between his last century 
and this one, with the previous 
one coming over three years 
ago against Bangladesh in no-
vember 2019.

Kohli scored a sublime 136 
in india’s only innings at the 
eden gardens and helped his 
team secure an innings and 46-
run victory.

“600kg gorilla off his 
back,” Ravi Shastri boomed on 
commentary as Kohli raised 
his bat, then removed his hel-
met with a smile and kissed his 
necklace in relief to a standing 
ovation from the Ahmedabad 
crowd.

He now has eight test 
hundreds against Australia, 
second-most, on par with 
Sunil gavaskar on a list that is 
topped by Sachin tendulkar, 
who has 11.

His 28th test ton is also his 
75th international hundred.

Building his innings fur-
ther, Kohli partnered with Axar 
Patel to rapidly chip down Aus-
tralia’s lead. the duo put on a 
century stand and Kohli soon 
crossed 150.

After Axar’s wicket, india 
suffered a mini collapse, which 
ended with Kohli’s wicket on 
186 and india having extended 
their lead to 91.

By the end of day four, Aus-
tralia were 3/0, trailing by 88 
runs.

Scorecard
Fourth Test, Ahmedabad (day 
four):
Australia 480 (Khawaja 180, 
Green 114, Ashwin 6-91) & 3-0
india 571 (Kohli 186, S Gill 128, 
A R Patel 79) 
Australia trail by 88 runs.

Kohli breaks 
Test century 
drought in 
Ahmedabad

India’s Virat Kohli gestures to spectators as he walks back to the 
pavilion scoring 186 runs on the fourth day of the fourth and final 
Test cricket match against Australia at the Narendra Modi Stadium in 
Ahmedabad on Sunday. (AFP)

TIGERS ROAR TO VICTORY

Gorilla off the back!
‘600kg Gorilla off his back,” 
Ravi Shastri boomed on 
commentary as Kohli raised 
his bat, then removed his 
helmet with a smile and kissed 
his necklace in relief to a 
standing ovation from the 
Ahmedabad crowd.

ShReyAS Iyer has been sent for scans on his back after persis-
tent pain on day four of India’s fourth Test against Australia in 
Ahmedabad. After he complained of his discomfort after day three, 
Iyer did not walk to bat after the fall of Ravindra Jadeja’s wicket early 
on day four, with KS Bharat instead sent out to go about India’s reply 
to Australia’s 480. (agencies)

Shreyas Iyer taken for scans

 Quick read



Sports

7th Edition of AAB Chess Open begins
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

AbdullAh Abdulghani & bros. 
Co. (AAb), distributors of Toyota 
and lexus in Qatar, are conduct-
ing the 7th Edition of AAb Chess 
Open FIdE-Rated Tournament 
in collaboration with Qatar Chess 
Association (QCA).

The event which com-
menced at the Qatar Chess As-
sociation Training Center on 
Sunday has invited all rated 
players under 2200 rating 
points to participate. This edi-
tion promises to deliver a series 
of exciting matches in an Over 
the board (OTb) tournament 
setting. As many as 126 chess 
enthusiasts across the country 
are participating in this edition.

The first move at the tourna-
ment was made in the presence 
of QCA President Mohamed Al 
Mudhahka, with members of 
QCA and dr. Eiman Al Ansari, 
AAb Government Relations & 
Public Affairs director leading 
the AAb representatives.

The tournament is being 
played in a classical chess for-
mat of 7 rounds Swiss System, 
which runs for two weekends. 
Its tournament results are 
linked for individual rating 
purposes with the World Chess 
Federation (FIdE).

AAb Chess Open has be-
come hugely popular across 
Qatar and deemed one of the 
strongest chess tournaments 

in the country with high-rated 
players participating in it. It 
saw great participation from 
the Chess community past edi-
tions with a substantial num-
ber of participants who are 
FIdE rated. 

The AAb Chess Open, Qa-
tar’s first FIdE Rated Open 
Chess Tournament, is a Cor-
porate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) initiative geared towards 
developing the community 
through sports. 

Organized to nurture and 
sustain the interest and pas-
sion of chess enthusiasts in the 
community, the tournament 
paved the way for the Rated 
players to improve their world 
ratings and for the Non-Rated 
players to be rated on an inter-
national level. 

With a strong partnership 
with QCA, the tournament has 
created a meaningful impact on 
the lives of the young chess en-
thusiasts as well as adult play-

ers who are given the chance to 
get world rating.

Abdullah Abdulghani & 
bros. Co. W.l.l. (AAb) was 
established in 1958 as part of 
Qatar’s infrastructure develop-
ment.  In 1964, AAb was award-
ed the Toyota dealership and 
the lexus dealership in 1990.  
AAb has grown to be one of Qa-
tar’s leading automobile compa-
nies with operations spanning 
heavy equipment, pre-owned 
vehicles, rental and leasing.

Tribune news neTwork
LusaiL

ThE Qatar Motor and Motor-
cycle Federation (QMMF) has 
received a record number of 
entries and strength in depth 
across all the various catego-
ries for the three-day Qatar 
International baja, which takes 
place on March 16th-18th.

Competitors from a stag-
gering 31 nations is further 
broken down into 47 cars in the 
FIA category and 51 motorcy-
cles and four quads, which will 
compete in the second round of 
the FIM bajas World Cup.

Seven T1+ and three T1 
cars, three in the T2 section for 
series production cross-coun-
try machines, 21 in the light-
weight prototype T3 category 
and 13 T4 vehicles will tackle 
the baja, which counts as the 
second round of both the FIA 
World and Middle East Cups 
for Cross-Country bajas.

Qatar’s Nasser Saleh Al At-
tiyah, Toyota hilux team-mate 
Juan Cruz Yacopini and Pol-
ish driver Krzysztof holowczyc 
(Mini JCW Rally Plus) closed 
out the podium on the opening 
round of the FIA World Cup in 
Saudi Arabia last month and 
they head the car field.

Saleh Al Saif tops a formida-
ble T3 entry and will be hoping 
to build upon his Saudi win. de-
fending FIA champion Fernan-
do Alvarez and last year’s series 
runner-up dania Akeel are the 
Saudi’s closest challengers after 
round one in their South Racing 
Can-Ams, although all T3 points 
scorers from round one are pre-
sent in Saudi Arabia and include 
Kees Koolen, Santiago Navarro 
and Otavio Sousa.

The QMMF has also en-
tered a seven-strong team of 
SRT-prepared Can-Am Mav-
erick X3s for local drivers Adel 
Abdullah, Abdulaziz Al Kuwari, 
Nasser Al Kuwari, Rashid Al 
Mohannadi, Ahmed Al Mohan-

nadi, Mohammed Al Meer and 
Nouef hassan Al Suwaidi.

Young Spaniard Pau Nav-
arro triumphed in T4 in Saudi 
Arabia and he tops a T4 entry 
that features Jeremie Warnia, 
Pietro Cinotto, Cristiano batista 
and the local quartet of Ahmed 
Al-Kuwari, Khalid Al-Mohanan-
di, Abdullah Al-Khelaifi and 
Mohammed Al-Attiyah.

In the absence of FIA 
Middle East Cup leader Yasir 
Seaidan, fellow Saudi drivers, 
hamad Al harbi and Abdul-
lah and Ahmed Al Shegawi and 
Kuwait’s Salem Al dhafeeri 
have the opportunity to snatch 
the series lead before the spring 
and summer break.

Emirati Mohammed Al ba-
looshi, Qatar-based Australian 
Martin Chalmers and briton 
Alex McInnes finished first, 
second and third at the Saudi 
baja and lead a stunning mo-
torcycle field, where they will 
face competition from top rid-
ers from Poland, Canada, Saudi 
Arabia, the uAE, Australia, Ku-
wait, Italy, lebanon, South Af-
rica and Slovenia.

Qatar will be represented 
by Sheikh Mohammed Al Tha-
ni, Yaghoob Azadi, Moham-
med Al Kaabi, Abdulrahman Al 
Sheeb and Rashid Al Naimi.

The duust diverse Racing 
Team has entered four bikes for 
last year’s Qatar baja-winning 

Pole Konrad dabrowski, the 
leading female duo of Poland’s 
Joanna Modrzewska and Ku-
wait’s Sarah Khuraibet and 
Norway’s Ola Floene, the lat-
ter better known as an interna-
tional co-driver with the likes 
of Andreas Mikkelsen in the 
FIA World Rally Championship 
(WRC) and Sheikh Khalid Al 
Qassimi in the FIA World Rally-
Raid Championship (W2RC).

haitham Al Tuwaijri 
topped the quad standings at 
the Saudi baja on his Yama-
ha Raptor 700 and lines-up 
against fellow Saudi hani Al 
Noumesi, the uAE’s category-
leading Abdulaziz Al Ahli and 
belgian rider Arnoud dom.

“We have been delighted 
with the response to this year’s 
Qatar International baja,” said 
Amro Al hamad, Executive 
director of the QMMF. “Cross-
country rallying is the fastest 
growing of all the sports under 
the FIA umbrella and it is great 
to see so many international en-
trants joining a very strong line-
up of motorcycles competing in 
the FIM bajas World Cup.

“Our event has a reputation 
for being a major challenge for 
all levels of ability. Not only 
does our event offer varied de-
sert terrain but we also devise 
a route with tricky navigation 
that offers a great challenge to 
our competitors.”

Timed action gets under-
way with a Prologue stage on 
Thursday, March 16th from 
15.00hrs. 

Record quality entries for Qatar International Baja

Alcaraz returns from injury with 
impressive Indian Wells win

(sTATs Perform/dPA) 
inDian WeLLs (CaLifornia)

TOP seed Carlos Alcaraz and 
reigning champion Taylor Fritz 
both overcame challenges to 
progress into the third round of 
the Indian Wells Open on Sat-
urday.

Alcaraz won 6-3 6-3 over 
Thanasi Kokkinakis in one 
hour and 18 minutes in his 
opening match of the event, 
which also marked his return 
from a fortnight out with a 
hamstring injury.

The Spaniard, who reached 
the semi-finals at Indian Wells 
last year, could return to the 
number one ranking with vic-
tory at this year’s event in the 
absence of Novak djokovic.

Alcaraz hit 21 winners 
against the 94th-ranked Aus-
tralian, dropping only one 
point on serve in the opening 
frame.

Fritz went a set down 
against 2023 Australian Open 
quarter-finalist ben Shelton 
but eventually prevailed 4-6 
6-4 6-3 in one hour and 53 
minutes.

both players were excellent 

on serve throughout the con-
test, with Fritz earning a break 
in the 10th game of the second 
set to tie up the match, before 
swooping again in the sixth 
game of the decisive frame.

Veteran Andy Murray 
moved into the third round 
with a 6-4 6-3 win over Radu 
Albot, with the briton to take 
on countryman Jack draper 
next. draper won 6-4 6-2 over 
24th seed daniel Evans.

Murray had been set to 
face 15th seed Pablo Carreno 
busta in the second round, but 
he withdrew due to a muscle 
injury, allowing Albot into the 
draw as a lucky loser. Murray’s 
win was his first in straight sets 
since October.

Seventh seed holger Rune 
won 7-5 6-3 over American 
Mackenzie Mcdonald, pro-
gressing to face Stanislas Waw-
rinka after he toppled 26th 
seed Miomir Kecmanovic 7-6 
(10-8) 6-4.

Ninth seed hubert hurkacz 
got past Australian Alexei Pop-
yrin 6-3 6-3, setting up a third-
round clash with 17th seed 
Tommy Paul who won 6-3 6-3 
over Jan-lennard Struff.
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Adel Abdulla in Qatar Baja action for the QMMF team in 2022.

Nasser Saleh Al Attiyah leads the challenge.

FIA – T1+ and T1
200. Nasser Saleh Al-Attiyah (QAT)/Mathieu Baumel (AND) Toyota GR DKR Hilux*
201. Juan Cruz Yacopini (ARG)/Daniel Oliveras (ESP) Toyota Hilux Overdrive*
202. Krzysztof Holowczyc (POL)/Lukasz Kurzeja (POL) Mini JCW Rally Plus*
203. Denis Krotov (KGZ)/Konstantin Zhiltsov (ISR) Toyota Hilux Overdrive*
204. Guoyu Zhang (CHN)/Oriol Mena (ESP) Baic ORC BJ40*
205. Yunliang Zi (CHN)/He Sha (CHN) Baic ORC BJ40*
206. Ronan Chabot (FRA)/Gilles Pillot (FRA) Toyota Hilux Overdrive*
207. Khalid Al Feraihi (SAU)/Sebastien Delaunay (FRA) Nissan Pick-Up+
208. Stefano Moro (ITA)/Francesco Proietti (ITA) Mitsubishi Pajero DID*
209. Abdullah Al Rabban (QAT)/Tamer Al Hijazeen (QAT) Chevrolet+
FIA – T2
210. Ibrahim Al Muhanna (SAU)/Osama Al Sanad (SAU) Nissan Patrol+  
211. Ahmed Al Shegawi (SAU)/Omar Al Lahim (SAU) Nissan Patrol+
213. Majed Al Thuayyan (SAU)/Fahad Al Sufyani (SAU) Nissan Patrol*
FIA – T3
300. Saleh Al-Saif (SAU)/TBA Can-Am Maverick X3*     
301. Fernando Alvarez (ESP)/Xavier Panseri (FRA) Can-Am Maverick X3*  
302. Dania Akeel (SAU)/Laurent Lichtleuchter (FRA) Can-Am Maverick X3*
303. Kees Koolen (NLD)/Wouter Rosegaar (NLD) G Rally Team OT3*
304. Santiago Navarro (ESP)/Themistocles Lopez Duro (ESP) Can-Am Maverick X3*
FIA – T4
400. Pau Navarro (ESP)/Michael Metge (FRA) Can-Am Maverick XRS Turbo*

401. Jeremie Warnia (FRA)/Loic Minaudier (FRA) Polaris RZR 1000 R*
402. Cristiano de Sousa Batista (BRA)/Fausto Mota (PRT) Can-Am Maverick XRS Turbo*
403. Luis Henderson (URY)/Bruno Jacomy (ARG) Polaris RZR 1000 R*
404. Pietro Cinotto (ITA)/Maurizio Dominella (ITA) Polaris RZR 1000 R*
*denotes registered for FIA World Cup
+ denotes registered for FIA Middle East Cup
FIM – Bikes
1. Mohammed Al Balooshi (ARE) KTM 450 Rally Replica
2. Martin Chalmers (AUS) Beta 430 RR
3. Alex McInnes (GBR) Husqvarna FE450
4. Konrad Dabrowski (POL) KTM 450 Rally
5. Jonathan Finn (CAN) Honda CRF 450 RL
6. Mishal Al Ghuneim (SAU) KTM 450 Rally
7. Hamdan Al Ali (ARE) KTM 450
8. Brett Hunt (GBR) Husqvarna FE450
9. Andrew Houlihan (AUS) Husqvarna FR
10. Sultan Al Balooshi (ARE) TBA
FIM – Quads
101. Abdulaziz Al Ahli (ARE) Yamaha Raptor 700
111. Haitham Al Tuwaijri (SAU) Yamaha Raptor 700
102. Hani Al Noumesi (SAU) Yamaha Raptor 700
103. Arnoud Dom (BEL) Suzuki LT-R 450

2023 Qatar International Baja – Leading Entries

Fernando Alvarez is the defending FIA World Cup T3 champion. 

Mohammed Al Balooshi tops the motorcycle entry. 

The first move was made in the presence of QCA President Mohamed Al Mudhahka, with members of QCA and 
Dr. Eiman Al Ansari, AAB Government Relations & Public Affairs Director leading the AAB representatives.

● fia World Cup leaders  
al attiyah, Yacopini and 
holowczyc lead cars

● al Balooshi, Chalmers  
and Mcinnes top bumper 
motorcycle field

● QMMf Team to run seven 
T3 Can-am Mavericks for 
local drivers

Carlos Alcaraz of Spain is congratulated by Thanasi Kokkinakis of 
Australia after their match during the BNP Paribas Open on Saturday in 
Indian Wells, California. (Getty images/afP)

Pogacar wins Paris-Nice with Vingegaard third, Roglic takes Tirreno
dPA

BerLin 

SlOVENIAN Tadej Pogacar 
won the prestigious Paris-Nice 
cycling race on Sunday on his 
first attempt, with Tour de 
France champion Jonas Ving-

egaard only third.
Pogacar, Tour champion in 

2020 and 2021, sealed the tri-
umph in style by winning the 
eighth and final stage around 
Nice. France’s david Gaudu 
was second ahead of dane 
Vingegaard.

“Attack is the best form of de-
fence. I know the roads here very 
well from training and so I knew 
when to attack,” said Pogacar.

The Tour starts in 16 weeks 
in bilbao.

Vingegaard said: I’ve got to 
improve this season. but this 

race was not my big aim, there 
is time.” 

In the other big race this 
week, Slovenia’s three-time 
Vuelta champion Primoz Ro-
glic won Italy’s Tirreno-Adri-
atico for the second time. The 
Giro d’Italia starts on May 6.
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Education above all (Eaa) 
and its programme have con-
cluded a successful week at the 
united nations Fifth Least de-
veloped countries conference 
(Ldcs) in doha. 

Besides taking part in a 
variety of panel discussions 
from gender equality to online 
universities and youth climate 
action, the Qatar Fund for 
development (QFFd) signed 
four memoranda of under-
standing (Mous) with Sen-
egal, Bangladesh, Liberia and 
Burkina Faso. 

the Education above all 
Foundation is committed to 
giving 709,060 out-of-school 
children access to quality edu-
cation with a total budget of 
$53 million with the support 
of the Qatar Fund for devel-
opment, the asian develop-

ment Bank and more than six 
partners. 

the projects will address 
the need for clean water, food 
for students and teachers, and 
proper sanitation. it will also 
offer awareness campaigns 
for parents and teach them 
the importance of education 
and its links to combating 
problems such as child labour 
and dropout rates. 

Project leaders will work 
with local communities and 
influential personalities and 
will try and address issues 
such as student registration 
systems and solving over-
crowded classrooms. 

another big success of the 
Ldcs conference was a co-
signing between Eaa and un-
ESco. it was agreed upon to a 
joint advocacy for implement-

ing the unESco Qualifications 
Passport (uQP) programme at 
the regional, MEna and inter-
national levels. the uQP aims 
to address persistent challeng-
es and constraints for forcibly 
displaced populations trying to 
access higher education. 

Eaa’s panel discussions 
were attended by global lead-
ers and ministers from africa 
and asia throughout the week. 

Ministers of Education from 
Bangladesh and Pakistan at-
tended Eaa’s discussion on 
gender and equality, hosted 
along with its programme Pro-
tect Education in insecurity 
and conflict (PEic).

Eaa, along with its pro-
gramme Educate a child, dis-
cussed ways to improve teach-
ing in Burkina Faso, while 
eight countries participated 

in a ministerial roundtable on 
out-of-school-children shar-
ing information from Bangla-
desh, Burkina Faso, Liberia, 
Malawi, nigeria, Senegal, Pa-
kistan and Palestine.

Eaa also included youth 
voices across all of its pan-
el discussions, especially 
through its Reach out to asia 
(Rota) event on how ‘green 
skills’ can combat climate 
change challenges and youth 
unemployment. 

Speaking on the final day 
of the event, cEo of Education 
above all Foundation Fahad 
al Sulait said, “We are proud 
of our achievements at the 
Ldc5 conference, but there 
is still a lot of work to do. We 
must now turn these conversa-
tions into concrete plans and 
solutions and continue our 
commitment to our sustain-
ability goal, which is quality 
education for everyone.”

16 Monday, March 13, 2023 The Last Word

Qatar, Indonesia kick off year-long creative
exchange through QM’s YoC 2023 initiative
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

QataR Museums (QM) has an-
nounced the events for the Qatar-
indonesia 2023 Year of culture 
(Yoc), that include a host of per-
formances, exhibitions, sporting 
and culinary events, photogra-
phy projects, and residency and 
volunteer programmes. 

in a special focus this year 
based on Qatar’s experience in 
developing its creative and cul-
tural economy, the Qatar-indo-
nesia 2023 Year of culture will 
include an emphasis on projects 
that will enhance the creative 
and cultural industries in both 
countries with a focus on sustain-
able, long-term partnerships. in 
Qatar, QM has been at the centre 
of building the country’s cultural 
infrastructure, opening new pos-
sibilities for the nation’s people 
and economy by nurturing the 
creative and cultural industries, 
which make up an ever-larger 
portion of the global GdP. 

HE Sheikha al Mayassa bint 
Hamad bin Khalifa al thani, 
chairperson of QM, said, “this 
year, for Qatar Years of culture 
we turn our eyes east toward in-
donesia, a vast nation whose viv-
id, multi-layered culture has been 
born of many centuries of global 
crosscurrents. there is much that 

our two nations can recognize in 
one another, including our role in 
the Muslim world, and much that 
we share. We look forward to an 
exciting year of cultural exchang-
es, in which we both continue to 
develop our burgeoning creative 
and cultural industries.” 

indonesian ambassador to 
Qatar HE Ridwan Hassan said, 
“indonesia and Qatar have en-
joyed excellent relations based 
on common faith and mutual 
interests. today, our world needs 
such multilateral cooperation 
more than ever and it begins 
with empowering our people 
to interact, learn and celebrate 

each other. this is why Years of 
culture programmes are crucial 
to strengthening ties between 
nations. indonesia welcomes 
the opportunity to celebrate our 
robust partnership with Qatar 
through the Qatar-indonesia 
2023 Year of culture.”

the year officially kicked off 
with a reception at the Museum 
of islamic art (Mia), which 
houses a spectacular collection 
of indonesian artefacts in new 
galleries dedicated to Southeast 
asia (17 and 18). the galleries are 
now open to the public. displays 
feature beautiful indonesian gold 
jewelry and textiles.

Ramadan will offer an op-
portunity to embark on special 
culinary journeys in both coun-
tries. indonesian chefs will in-
fuse traditional ingredients into 
menus of several restaurants in 
Qatar during Ramadan, while 
special culinary demonstrations 
will take place at the Qatar in-
ternational Food Festival. at the 
same time, Qatari cuisine and 
traditional celebrations like Ga-
rangao will make their way to 
indonesia. collaboration around 
the shared passion for food will 
continue over the summer when 
two Qatari and indonesian chefs 
travel across indonesia on a culi-

nary journey.
the Years of culture has also 

partnered with Reach out to asia 
(Rota) to organize a volunteer 
trip for a group of young people 
from Qatar to work with school 
children in indonesia. 

a special theatrical presen-
tation of HaYati (tree of Life): 
Searching for the Essence of 
Love, organized and presented 
by indonesia’s Ministry of Edu-
cation, culture, Research and 
technology. created especially 
for this Year of culture will be 
presenting in Qatar this year. 
the production will be a visually 
stunning exploration of the ties 

between personal identity and 
cultural traditions.

in indonesia, participants 
from both nations will join in a 
cycling tour to the world’s larg-
est Buddhist temple in Borobu-
dur, located in central Java. the 
tour will culminate with a festive 
dinner and the presentation of a 
traditional Qatari performance, 
highlighting the shared passion 
of the two cultures for sport, cui-
sine, and the performing arts.

More community events and 
celebrations will be announced 
throughout the year on Years of 
culture social media pages and 
website at yearsofculture.qa

Filmmakers highlight role 
of Qumra in building strong
film and creative industry
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

FiLMMaKERS in Qatar, both 
nationals and those who call 
the country home, have high-
lighted the role of Qumra, the 
annual industry incubator 
event by the doha Film insti-
tute (dFi), in building a strong 
national film and creative in-
dustry that enables them to ful-
fil their cinematic aspirations 
as well as take their projects to 
a global audience. 

Qumra 2023 is nurturing 
13 homegrown projects by film-
makers in Qatar, including fea-
tures and short films. Seven of 
these films are by Qatari nation-
als. over 200 industry profes-
sionals, including five eminent 
Qumra Masters are supporting 
their script-to-screen journey 
through in-person meetings, 
workshops, and masterclasses. 

at a media briefing, the film-
makers said the dFi serves as a 
crucial resource that enables 
them to understand more about 
the entire film ecosystem – from 
scripting to financing, produc-
tion, post-production, market-
ing, distribution and showcas-
ing their films at international 
film festivals. 

Mohammed a al-Suwaidi, 
director of alaqiq: darkness of 
Media (Qatar) said his project, 
supported by the Qatari Film 
Fund, is distinctive in content 
and style. the film is codirected 
by Kummam al Maadeed and 

is set in a city warped by social 
media and technology.

Kummam al Maadeed said 
the film deals with a very impor-
tant topic – social media - using 
superhero characters to explore 
solutions. 

dhoha abdelsattar, director 
of Missed connections [working 
title] (Qatar), about a married 
couple repeatedly trying and 
failing to connect emotionally, 
said: “the doha Film institute’s 
mentorship is invaluable as it 
enables us to meet our peers and 
engage in creative discussions 
that are enriching. in return, we 
give our energy, dedication and 
commitment to our projects.”

nadia al-Khater, who is 
directing continuity [working 
title] (Qatar) is about a young 
woman who discovers that she 
is editing her own life while 
working on a new project, says 
Qumra has been important for 
her in receiving feedback from 
mentors. She said the doha 

Film institute has helped create 
an ecosystem whereby there is 
abundance of local content from 
the region. “We are making our 
own films, we are making our 
own content, and we are writing 
our own stories.” 

Eiman Mirghani, the direc-
tor of Villa 187 (Sudan, Qatar), 
is participating in Qumra for the 
third year. “the doha Film in-
stitute is like family to me, and i 
have been participating in several 
workshops over the past six years. 
their support has opened my 
eyes to many aspects regarding 
filmmaking, such as grants and 
connecting to organisations that 
help directors develop their craft.” 

obada Jarbi, director of Bel 
Falstini (Lebanon, Qatar) said 
Qumra has opened new hori-
zons and helps him expand his 
thinking to explore new ideas 
and make the film more com-
pelling. His project is about Pal-
estinian refugees in the Shatila 
Refugee camp in Lebanon. 

EAA pledges $53 million for help to over 700,000 children

Qumra Master David Parfitt:
Surround yourself with the best 
and invest in creative process
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

acadEMY award winning 
producer and Qumra Master 
david Parfitt drew on his four 
decades of experience in film-
making at his masterclass at 
Qumra 2023, encouraging 
young filmmakers and pro-
ducers to surround themselves 
with the best professionals and 
invest in the creative process 
not just in budget management. 

at the annual talent incu-
bator event for arab and in-
ternational cinema organised 
by the doha Film institute, 
Parfitt shared extensive anec-
dotes from his career, includ-
ing his lifelong friendship with 
actor and filmmaker Kenneth 
Branagh and his rewarding 
journey of producing acclaimed 
films such as Henry V (1989), 
Peter’s Friends (1992), Much 
ado about nothing (1993), 
Shakespeare in Love (1998) that 
won seven academy awards, 
My Week with Marilyn (2011), 
Loving Vincent (2017), which 
was supported by the doha 
Film institute, and the Father 
(2020), among others.

Parfitt’s masterclass was 
defined by an unwavering pas-
sion for cinema and theatre, in 
equal measure. although he 
started his career as a child ac-
tor, Parfitt says by the time he 
was 15, he didn’t want to be an 
actor, but his acting experience 
gave him the background “to 

understand filmmaking enough 
to be a producer.” 

Yet he insists he only 
knows film production the way 
he does it. “i learn on every 
production, and i have done a 
lot of things wrong. it is a man-
agement job, which i took from 
my parents, who were in retail 
business.” But Parfitt is not just 
into the business of manage-
ment. as he advised Qumra 
delegates, “being involved and 
investing in the creative pro-
cess is important.” 

that has also defined his 
cinematic journey as a pro-
ducer, starting off with Ken-
neth Branagh, who he says, “is 
responsible for me being in film 
at all.” as cast members in a 
theatre group, they had plenty 
of time to themselves. “We 
were planning our escape since 
young actors in theatre then 
had no control on their careers.”

Five years later in 1986, 
they realised their dream with 
the launch of the Renaissance 
theatre company and moved 
into producing plays as well 
as their first film production, 
Henry V. they also produced 
the academy award nominat-
ed live action short film, Swan 
Song (1992) with the legend-
ary Sir John Gielgud, shot over 
a weekend using a prize money 
Branagh had won.

Parfitt says it was one of the 
most intense working periods 
of his life as he was also pro-
ducing Peter’s Friends, done 
only to support the distribu-
tors of Henry V, which was a 
commercial disappointment. 
“our distributors were scep-
tical of another Shakespeare 
adaptation we were producing, 
Much ado about nothing. We 
shot Peter’s Friends, a comedy, 
on a fairly low budget in four 
weeks and the film was a huge 
hit in Europe.”

Being diplomatic is part of 
being a producer, he tells young 
filmmakers. “But there is no 
need to take stress. i find things 
are quite calm when you get to 
the sets; crises tend to happen 
in the leadup.” He also advices 
aspiring producers not to go out 
too early for financing. “take a 
step back, invest in the creative 
process and don’t panic. do not 
force your decisions on others; 
always surround yourself with 
the best professionals and you 
are protected.”

David Parfitt


