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Despite blazing knocks from 
former Aussie stars Aaron 
Finch and shane Watson of 
World Giants and india Ma-
harajas’ Gautam Gambhir, the 
second game of Legends league 
Cricket (LLC) Masters – Qatar 
2023 ended in a thrilling 2-run 
win for the Giants – thanks to 
their top class fielding at the 
Asian town international sta-
dium on saturday.

Just when the Maharajas 
seemed to be cruising to victory, 
an ‘acrobatic’ catch by West in-
dian Ricardo powell in the deep 
to a skier from Yusuf pathan 
on the last ball of the 18th over 
turned the game on its head.

it left Maharajas needing 21 
runs off 12 balls. Later with five 
needed off the final ball, a su-
per stop by Kiwi Ross taylor at 
the boundary line, just enough 
to keep the ball in, saw the Gi-
ants end the night with their 
first win of the tournament. 

Captain Gambhir was un-
happy with his team’s second 
loss in two days wherein he hit 
two successive fifties. “A good 
start doesn’t matter if it doesn’t 
finish right in the end,” he said 
at the post match presenta-
tion. “Catches and moments 
do change the game but we 
had the game in hand and we 
should have finished early,” he 
added and rightly so.

the edge-of-the-seat thrill-

er followed after World Giants 
had posted 166 for 8 in 20 
overs riding on skipper Aaron 
Finch’s 53 off 31 balls (7x4s, 
3x6s) and shane Watson’s 55 
off 32 balls (5x4s; 3x6s).

Gambhir’s blazing 68 (42 
balls; 9x4s, 1x6) and Harbhajan 
singh’s four-wicket spell for 13 
runs for indian Maharajas, un-
fortunately, went in vain.  

earlier, World Giants opt-
ing to bat first lost ‘the Uni-
verse Boss’ Chris Gayle early. 
Harbhajan, who bowled the 
third over struck with his first 
delivery clean bowling Gayle 
with a beauty that spun in to 
hit the leg stump. 

Watson then greeted Harb-
hajan with two consecutive 
boundaries – the first an elegant 
sweep to fine leg and another a 
pull to backward square leg.

Finch was later aggressive 
on pragyan Ojha too, scoring 
two consecutive boundaries 
and a six to take 23 runs off 
that over.  Finch reached his 
half-century in just 26 balls. 

World Giants went past the 
100-run mark through a classy 
square-driven boundary from 
Watson off irfan pathan in the 
10th over. tambe bowled a 
brilliant 11th over giving away 
just five runs. Watson raced to 
his half-century hitting pathan 
for two sixes in the 12th over. 
tambe removed Watson too by 
having him caught at long-on 
by Murali Vijay. 

Jacques Kallis got out, 
caught by the agile Moham-
mad Kaif at mid-wicket off 
pathan for 8. Ross taylor, 
who had played some lovely 
knocks in the second edition of 

this league, and Kevin O’Brien 
pushed the score to 135 for 4 in 
15 overs when Kaif produced 
another flying catch, diving for-
ward to get Kevin O’Brien out 
for 4 off Harbhajan singh. two 
balls later, Harbhajan trapped 
Ross taylor for 1.  One ball af-
ter, Harbhajan also had Morne 
van Wyk sweep and edge his 
pad to get caught by wicket-
keeper Uthappa for 1. tino 
Best and Chris Mpofu picked 
18 runs off Yusuf pathan. 
who bowled the 19th over and 

World Giants ended up at 166 
for 8 in 20 overs.

Chasing a run rate of 8.30, 
Robin Uthappa opened with 
Gambhir. the 65 runs-opening 
partnership, fully utilizing the 
powerplay, ended when Ricar-
do powell had Uthappa caught 
by Kevin O’Brien for 29. 

Gambhir reached his sec-
ond consecutive half-century 
in 28 balls and escaped be-
ing caught to the next ball off 
O’Brien as Mpofu dropped him 
at deep mid-wicket.  suresh 

Raina who replaced Vijay be-
gan with a boundary.  At the 
halfway mark, indian Mahara-
jas were 100 for 1 needing an-
other 67 runs.
Scores
World Giants 166 for 8 in 20 
overs (aaron Finch 53, Shane 
Watson 55, harbhajan Singh 4 
for 13, Pravin Tambe 2 for 17) 
beat India Maharajas 164 for 5 
in 20 overs (Robin Uthappa 29, 
Gautam Gambhir 68, Moham-
mad Kaif 21 n.o, Ricardo Powell 
2 for 16) by 2 runs.

Turkiye’s Tuzun, Aussie Smith rise to the occasion to  
claim ISSF World Cup Shotgun - Doha 2023 gold medals
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tURKiYe’s Oguzhan tuzun 
and Australia’s penny smith 
emerged as the men’s and 
women trap event winners re-
spectively following a pulsating 
finals of the issF World Cup 
shotgun - Doha 2023 at the 
Lusail shooting Range on sat-
urday.

the men’s action saw some 
solid marksmanship of two 
rounds (15 and 20 targets) and 
eight qualified shooters be-
fore the elimination brought 
it down to four and eventually 
three.

turkiye’s tuzun capped 
it with a total score of 33 suc-
cessful shots for the gold while 
Britain’s Matthew John Cow-
ard-Holley claimed the silver 
with 30 hits.

india’s prithviraj ton-
daiman took the bronze with 
a score of 20. Kuwait’s Naser 
Meqlad finished fourth (13).

speaking through his 
“translator”, turkiye’s Ambas-
sador to Qatar He Mehmet 
Mustafa Goksu, who was also 
one of the chief guests at the 
presentation ceremony for the 

men’s trap, tuzun said he was 
very happy at doing his best.

Later, while speaking to the 
media, the 40-year-old cham-
pion said, “it has been lovely 
being in Qatar. the people are 
very nice and now very dear to 
me. that helped me prepare 

my best to do what i came here 
for. 

“During the finals, i missed 
two targets and it became chal-
lenging but i was determined 
to do my best.”

earlier, in women’s trap fi-
nal, smith penny of Australia 

prevailed over Zuzana Rehak 
stefecekova of slovakia in a 
shoot-off after they tied 28 
each. penny ended up with a 
successful shot to claim the 
gold while stefecekova had to 
settle for the silver. 

Kathleen Alicia Gough of 

UsA took bronze (20) while 
spain’s Fatima Galvez ended 
fourth.

speaking of her victory, 
the 26-year-old penny said, 
“i’m delighted with the way i 
achieved the win. “Feels great. 
i’ve been working pretty hard 

on some specific things at 
home, and it came out and 
today was a good day. so it’s 
turned out well.”

Both of the top two finish-
ers missed seven out of their 35 
targets in the medal round, but 
smith said she adjusted herself 
to the conditions. 

“to be honest, i’m not re-
ally sure (why we all missed 
many targets). But whatever it 
was, we all seemed to make an 
adjustment right at about the 
same time, and that worked out. 
so it ended up well. But that was 
a battle for sure,” she said.

smith also said the stand-
ard of the sport among women 
is growing. “the quality is re-
ally high. the standard is grow-
ing in women’s trap and it’s just 
fantastic too. the competition 
is really ramping up leading 
into the paris Olympics next 
year,” she said.
Results: Trap finals
Men: Gold: oguzhan Tuzun 
(Turkie); Silver: Matthew John 
Coward-holley (Britain); Bronze: 
Prithviraj Tondaiman (India).
Women: Gold: Smith Penny 
(australia); Silver: Zuzana Rehak 
Stefecekova (Slovakia); Bronze: 
Kathleen alicia Gough (USa).

HE Mehmet Mustafa Goksu, Ambassador of Turkey to Qatar, Dr Thani bin Abdulrahman Al Kuwari, Second 
Vice-President Qatar Olympic Committee’s (QOC), and Mishaal Ibrahim Al Nasr, Qatar Shooting & Archery As-
sociation (QSAA) President, with the men’s trap podium finishers at the Lusail Shooting Range on Saturday.

Qatar Olympic Committee’s (QOC) Second Vice-President Dr Thani bin Abdulrahman Al Kuwari, Qatar Shoot-
ing & Archery Association (QSAA) President Mishaal Ibrahim Al Nasr and Chairman of the ISSF Shotgun 
Committee and Technical Delegate Mohamed Wahdan with the women’s trap podium finishers. 

Oguzhan Tuzun of Turkiye (left) Australia’s Penny Smith and celebrate their victory at the Lusail Shooting Range on Saturday.

Legends Cricket: Finch, Watson and Gambhir explode 
in humdinger as World Giants get home by two runs

Gamechanger of the Match Ricardo Powell receives his prize from 
Qatar Cricket Association’s Assistant Secretary Issa Ali Ghanem as Leg-
ends League Cricket Masters CEO Raman Raheja applauds at the Asian 
Town International Stadium in Doha on Saturday. 

Harbhajan turns clock back on hat-trick day
HARBHAJAN singh, a for-
mer india off-spinning legend 
of 103 tests and 417 wickets 
turned the clock back at the 
Asian town stadium in Doha 
on saturday in brilliant style 
claiming a hat-trick that saw 
india Maharajas restrict World 
Giants in a thrilling match.

Harbhajan claimed three 
wickets in the 16th over and 
returned with superb figures 
of 4 for 13 off just 2 overs.

interestingly it was exactly 
on this day March 12 back in 
2001 that Harbhajan claimed 
a hat-trick in the famous test 
against Australia at the eden 
Gardens in Kolkata to spin in-
dia to victory in 2001.

then the ‘turbanator’ was 
only 21 years old.

When commentators re-
called his great show, ‘Bhajji’ 

joked “don’t ask about my 
age.” – Vinay Nayudu 

Harbhajan Singh of India Maharajas celebrates the dismissal of Morne 
van Wyk of World Giants at the Asian Town Stadium on Saturday.
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Bournemouth defeat a ‘big knock’ for Liverpool: Klopp
PA MediA/dPA

Bournemouth

Jurgen Klopp admitted defeat at 
struggling Bournemouth was a “big 
knock” for Liverpool and pointed to 
poor away form as the reason behind 
their inconsistent Premier League 
campaign.

The reds were brought back down 
to earth as Philip Billing scored the 
only goal of the game to give the Cher-
ries a 1-0 win, six days on from Liv-
erpool’s 7-0 thrashing of fierce rivals 
Manchester united.

Mohamed Salah shanked a second-
half penalty wide to sum up a poor dis-
play on a wet and windy south-coast 
afternoon, with Liverpool missing out 
on a chance to break into the top four 
ahead of the second leg of their Cham-

pions League tie with real Madrid.
“There is a lot to go for but today 

is not the moment to talk about that,” 
Klopp said after the game.

“This game was a massive knock. 
You know how it is with knocks, you 
have to take them and see how big the 
scars are and go from there.” Only Ar-
senal and Manchester City, the league’s 
top two sides, have a better home re-
cord than Liverpool - but they have 
won just three of their 13 games away 
from Anfield, losing seven.

“Concerned? Yes, I see it,” Klopp 
said on his side’s performances on the 
road.

“In the home games we are in the 
top four but in the away games we are 
not even in europe, there is always a 
reason and our away results is for sure 
(the reason).

“It was a big strength for us in the 
last year, it made a real difference, but 

that is how it is.
“We get a penalty, miss the penalty 

and it looked a little bit for me that if 
we score there it would give us a proper 
boost but we didn’t and then you could 
see we were in a bit of a rush, we didn’t 
create enough. We lost the game and it 
is very, very, very frustrating.” Bourne-
mouth had been two goals up at league 
leaders Arsenal last week only to suc-
cumb to a stoppage-time defeat but 
their response here was admirable.

Billing turned in a cross from the 
lively Dango Ouattara to put the hosts 
ahead just before the half-hour and 
they staunchly defended their advan-
tage.

“We thoroughly deserved it and I’m 
really pleased for the boys,” said head 
coach gary O’neil.

“Performances in the past three 

games against top opposition have 
been very good. The stuff that has gone 
against us recently, we were due for 
something to go our way, definitely.

“To concede the late goal at Arsenal 
and show what they are made of, I was 
asked if they would have any hango-
vers from what happened at Arsenal, 
that (performance) was your answer.” 
O’neil’s side were no doubt buoyed by 
the return of David Brooks to a match-
day squad for the first time in 525 days, 
the Wales midfielder having been diag-
nosed with stage two Hodgkin’s lym-
phoma in October 2021.

“I felt privileged to be able to sit and 
tell him yesterday,” added O’neil.

“For him and his family and the 
journey he has been on and been 
through, I was absolutely delighted for 
him.

Liverpool’s German manager Jurgen 
Klopp reacts to their defeat on the pitch 
after the match at the Vitality Stadium 
in Bournemouth, southern England on 
Saturday. (afp)
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A late penalty from erling 
Haaland gave Manchester 
City a hard-fought 1-0 win 
against Crystal Palace at Sel-
hurst Park.

Palace are now without 
a win in their last 11 games 
(D5 L6), but Patrick Vieira’s 
side put up a strong challenge 
and kept City at bay for large 
periods of the Premier League 
contest.

Pep guardiola left Kevin 
De Bruyne and Kyle Walk-
er on the bench and was about 
to bring the Belgium interna-
tional on with time running 
out, before his side won a pen-
alty in the 78th minute, which 
Haaland converted.

A third straight league vic-
tory moves City to within two 
points of leaders Arsenal, who 
visit Fulham on Sunday.

City made their intentions 
clear early as rodri forced Vi-
cente guaita into a save from 
a volley while Jack grealish 
dragged a good chance wide 
of the near post inside the 
first four minutes.

Palace came into the game 
more as the first half went on 
but were reliant on an unchar-
acteristic miss from Haaland 
as the Premier League’s top 
scorer lifted a presentable ef-
fort over the bar from nathan 

Ake’s cross.
guaita saved well from 

Phil Foden’s free-kick 11 
minutes into the second half, 
while substitute Julian Alva-
rez - who replaced Foden mo-
ments later - turned beauti-
fully before firing his shot 
over.

It looked like Palace would 
hold out for a fifth consecu-

tive home draw before Michael 
Olise conceded a penalty by 
fouling Ilkay gündogan after a 
short corner, allowing Haaland 
to send guaita the wrong way 
from the spot and score his 
28th league goal of the season.

The norwegian had anoth-
er chance with seven minutes 
remaining when he headed 
over grealish’s cross, but City 

held on to put further pres-
sure on Arsenal in the title 
race.
Premier League Saturday 
Results
Bournemouth 1 Liverpool 0; 
everton 1 Brentford 0; Leeds 
united 2 Brighton & hove 2; 
Leicester City 1 Chelsea 3; 
tottenham hotspur 3 Crystal 
palace 0 manchester City 1.

Late Haaland penalty proves 
decisive as City edge Palace

Lewandowski returns for 
Barca as Xavi compares 
‘our leader’ to Messi

STATS PerforM/dPA
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XAVI has compared robert 
Lewandowski with former Bar-
celona legends ronaldinho and 
Lionel Messi ahead of the strik-
er’s return from injury.

La Liga’s top scorer with 15 
goals this season, Lewandows-
ki has missed the Blaugrana’s 
last two games after sustaining 
a hamstring strain.

But the Poland captain is 
back in the squad for Sunday’s 
trip to Athletic Bilbao, where 
leaders Barca will be aiming to 
maintain their nine-point lead 
at the top of the table.  

“robert has been training 
with the group since Thursday 
after some days off, and he’s 
ready,” head coach Xavi said 
during his pre-match press 
conference. “He’s feeling well 
and always wants to play.

“We are really happy to have 
him here with us. I will compare 
him with people like ronaldin-
ho and Messi. He’s changed the 
mentality of the team. He’s our 
leader and all our players are 
growing with him.

“We won without him, 
but we missed him. We attack 
better with Lewandowski. He 
presses high up front; he’s a 
crucial player for us.” Barca will 
be without the injured Pedri 
and Ousmane Dembele at San 
Mames, while ronald Araujo 

misses out through suspension.
That could see eric garcia 

start in the heart of defence, 
with Xavi paying tribute to the 
Spain international.

“He’s a great professional,” 
he added. “He doesn’t partici-
pate as much as he deserves. 
But he has competition at a big 
club like Barca.

“He is a player of the pre-
sent and future. I’m counting 
on him. He always plays well 
when he’s on the field. He’s an 
example in the locker room.”

PreSenter, Pundit boyCott
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BrITISH public broadcaster BBC has 
apologized after it was forced to pull 
several sports programmes following 
a boycott by presenters and pundits in 
support of gary Lineker.

The broadcaster said it would air 
only “limited sport programming” 
over the weekend and was “working 
hard to resolve the situation.” Satur-
day’s TV and radio sporting timeta-
bles were changed at the last minute 
and Sunday’s “Match Of The Day” has 
also been thrown into question.

It comes after Lineker was told to 
step back from hosting the Saturday 
edition of the football highlights pro-
gramme in a row over impartiality.

The show will be limited to around 
20 minutes and will not include accom-
panying commentary or analysis due to 
the broadcaster not having the rights to 
the Premier League’s global commen-
tary feed, according to reports.

Sports presenters including Alex 
Scott, Kelly Somers and Jason Moham-
mad said on Saturday that they were 
pulling out of their shows, which re-
sulted in “Football Focus” and “Final 
Score” being scrapped from the BBC 
One schedule, while 5 Live’s radio cover-
age was also altered.

In a statement, a BBC spokesperson 
said: “The BBC will only be able to bring 
limited sport programming this week-
end and our schedules will be updated 
to reflect that.

“We are sorry for these changes 
which we recognize will be disappoint-
ing for BBC sport fans.

“We are working hard to resolve the 
situation and hope to do so soon.” The 
corporation’s director of sport, Barbara 
Slater, also issued an apology to staff for 
the disruption to the schedule.

Within the letter, Slater said: “We 

are sorry about the impact that the news 
relating to gary Lineker and ‘Match Of 
The Day’ is having across the depart-
ment this weekend.

“We understand how unsettling this 
is for all of you - the staff in BBC Sport 
and our freelance community - and we 
understand the strength of feeling which 
has been generated by this issue.” On 
Saturday, “Bargain Hunt” aired in place 
of “Football Focus” on BBC One at noon 
(1200 gMT), while “The repair Shop” is 
due to run instead of Final Score at 4:30 
pm.

“Match Of The Day” (MOTD) is due 
to go ahead on Saturday evening without 
a presenter, pundits and several regular 
commentators, but the Sunday edition 
may also face disruption after football 
pundit Jermain Defoe announced he 
would not appear.

Defoe tweeted: “It’s always such a 
privilege to work with BBC MOTD.

But tomorrow I have taken the de-

cision to stand down from my punditry 
duties. @garyLineker.” BBC radio 
5 Live was also affected on Saturday, 
with Mark Chapman not presenting for 
“5 Live Sport” or “Fighting Talk.” His 
stance throws further doubt into wheth-
er “Match Of The Day 2” will air as nor-
mal on Sunday as he is due to host.

BBC presenter Colin Murray said in 
a tweet about 5 Live’s “Fighting Talk” 
(FT) not airing: “no @FightingTalk316 
today, for obvious reasons.

“In the interest of transparency, this 
was a decision taken by the entire FT 
team and myself.” Pre-recorded content 
replaced the live broadcasts with “The 
Kammy & Ben’s Proper Football Pod-
cast” aired during “Fighting Talk’s” slot 
followed by “The Footballer’s Football 
Podcast” which played on radio 5 Live 
when “5 Live Sport” would have aired.

Amid the disruption, Lineker was 
pictured watching the Premier League 
match between Leicester City and Chel-

sea on Saturday afternoon.
The 62-year-old former england 

player was taken off air for a tweet which 
compared the language used to launch a 
new government asylum seeker policy 
with 1930s germany.

The broadcaster said it had “de-
cided” Lineker would take a break from 
presenting “Match Of The Day “until an 
“agreed and clear position” on his use of 
social media had been reached.

Former england footballers Alan 
Shearer and Ian Wright later announced 
on Friday night they would be boycott-
ing “MOTD” in solidarity with Lineker, 
while several commentators also con-
firmed they would be stepping down 
from Saturday’s broadcast.

In a joint statement, the commen-
tators - including Steve Wilson, Conor 
Mcnamara, robyn rowen and Steven 
Wyeth - said they did “not feel it would 
be appropriate to take part in the pro-
gramme” given the current circum-
stances.

The BBC previously said the pro-
gramme would “focus on match action 
without studio presentation or pundit-
ry,” saying it understood the position of 
its presenters.

On Saturday morning, Former Arse-
nal star and england player Scott joined 
her fellow presenters by confirming she 
would not host “Football Focus.” 

She wrote on Twitter: “I made a de-
cision last night that even though I love 
my show and we have had an incredible 
week winning an SJA for football focus 
that it doesn’t feel right for me to go 
ahead with the show today.

“Hopefully I will be back in the chair 
next week.” 

Sports presenter Somers also an-
nounced she would not be presenting 
any BBC show on Saturday and pundit 
glenn Murray pulled out of appearing 
on “Football Focus” and “Final Score” 
on Saturday.

Welsh presenter Mohammad also 
confirmed he would not be hosting “Fi-
nal Score,” while football footballers-
turned-pundits Dion Dublin and Leon 
Osman both said they would not appear 
on radio 5 Live in support of their BBC 
Sport colleagues.

The senior football reporter for 5 
Live, Ian Dennis, did appear on the air-
waves on Saturday but admitted it had 
been a “very difficult” day.

During his commentary, he said: 
“It’s also a very difficult time for BBC 
Sport and for those who work in the 
department. We all hope that that gets 
resolved.

“Personally, today I found it very dif-
ficult but I’m a BBC staff member, I’m a 
radio commentator for BBC 5 Live and 
today, like every Saturday afternoon, we 
provide a service to you, the audience.” 

Amid the backlash, the former BBC 
director-general greg Dyke said the cor-
poration had made a “mistake” and “un-
dermined its own credibility” by taking 
Lineker off air.

Meanwhile, richard Ayre, former 
controller of editorial policy at the BBC, 
praised Lineker as a “naturally gifted tel-
evision presenter,” but said the broad-
caster’s reputation is “bigger and more 
important” than any individual.

A spokesman for the Professional 
Footballers’ Association said in a state-
ment on Twitter that it had “been in-
formed that players involved in today’s 
games will not be asked to participate in 
interviews with ‘Match Of The Day.’” It 
continued: “The PFA have been speak-
ing to members who wanted to take a 
collective position and to be able to show 
their support for those who have chosen 
not to be part of tonight’s programme.

The Sports Journalists’ Association 
(SJA) also said it “fully supports” the 
freedom of speech of its members and 
colleagues within the industry following 
the boycott.

BBC apologizes as sports shows pulled out

Gary Lineker (C), former England footballer turned sports TV presenter for the BBC, 
reacts as he waits in the stands ahead of kick-off in the English Premier League 
match between Leicester City and Chelsea at King Power Stadium in Leicester, central 
England on Saturday. (afp)

Manchester City’s Norwegian striker Erling Haaland celebrates after scoring the opening goal from the penalty spot 
during the English Premier League match against Crystal Palace at Selhurst Park in London on Saturday. (afp)

Robert Lewandowski.
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Shubman Gill’s career-best 
128 and an unbeaten 59 from 
Virat Kohli kept India in con-
tention with a strong reply to 
australia in the fourth Test at 
the modi Stadium on Saturday.

Opener Gill featured in 
three 50-plus partnerships as 
he recorded his second Test 
century, helping India to 289-
3 at stumps on the third day in 
ahmedabad.

India continue to trail by 
191 runs but were boosted by 
Kohli’s first Test half-century 
since January 2022.

australia are seeking vic-
tory in order to draw the series 
2-2.

India had resumed on 
36-0 but after spinner matt 
Kuhnemann broke the 74-
run opening stand with Ro-
hit Sharma’s wicket, Gill and 
Cheteshwar Pujara steadily 
built India’s reply with a 113-
run partnership.

but they had to endure a 
16-over boundary drought after 
tweaks from australia stand-in 
captain Steve Smith, Gill even-
tually increasing the run rate 
with back-to-back fours off 
Cameron Green.

Gill - who replaced KL Ra-
hul in the third Test - brought 
up his century with a fine sweep 
off Todd murphy, but the cele-
brations were muted when Pu-
jara fell leg before wicket for 42 
just four balls later.

Kohli joined him at the 

crease but a tiring Gill was final-
ly dismissed lbw to nathan Ly-
on’s off-spin in the final session.

“It feels great to be able 
to get a hundred in India,” 
Gill, 23, told broadcaster Star 
Sports.

“The pitch was pretty good 
to bat on. anything that was 
happening off the pitch was off 
the rough area.”

Gill, who replaced a strug-
gling KL Rahul in the third 
Test, hit 12 fours and one big 
six in a good show of batting to 

surpass his previous Test best 
of 110 despite cramping to-
wards the end of his knock.

“The way Shubman played 
was exceptional to be honest,” 
Lyon said.

“That one I got him on was 
probably a little bit flatter, a lit-
tle bit faster than what he was 
expecting,” he added. “a decent 
ball on my behalf, but I thought 
the way he went about it was 
pretty special... he’s definitely 
a special player.”

Kohli reached his first Test 

half-century since January 
2022 after a jittery start to his 
innings when he got off the 
mark on the 12th ball.

India need to win the match 
to seal a double in the final of 
the World Test Championship 
against australia, which takes 
place from 7-11 June at the 
Oval.
Scores: India 1st Inns 289-3: 
Gill 128, Kohli 59*, Kuhnemann 
1-43 vs Australia 1st Inns 480: 
Khawaja 180, Green 114, Ash-
win 6-91. India trail by 191 runs.

Gill’s century, Kohli’s unbeaten 
fifty leads India’s strong reply

SA win series over West Indies with  
massive triumph in Johannesburg

icc
JohAnnesburG

SOuTh africa won the second 
Test against West Indies in Jo-
hannesburg by 284 runs, to fin-
ish their World Test Champi-
onship cycle with an emphatic 
2-0 series win.

The Proteas began the day 
with a lead of 356 runs over 
West Indies. a flurry of quick 
wickets meant that they were 
bowled out at 321, having 
added merely 34 runs to the 
overnight total. Jason holder 
(3/48) and Kyle mayers (3/46) 
were the pick of West Indies 
bowlers. 

however, an imposing tar-
get of 391 proved to be more 
than enough as West Indies’ 
batting unit collapsed like a 
pack of cards in the second in-
nings. Six West Indies batters 
fell to single-digit scores.

at the end of first session, 
West Indies were in deep trou-
ble at 34/6, and it seemed like 
they’d fail to cross 100.

but Joshua Da Silva (34), 
holder (19) and alzarri Joseph 
(18) showed some fight lower 
down the order and helped 
them to 106. 

Gerald Coetzee (3/37), Si-
mon harmer (3/45), Kagiso 
Rabada (2/19) and Keshav 
maharaj (2/4) starred with 
the ball.

The only bad news for 

South africa on the day was 
a freak mishap for maharaj, 
which occurred while he was 
celebrating the dismissal of 
mayers. The slow left-arm or-
thodox spinner hurt his left 
foot and had to be stretchered 
off from the ground. 

The first Test between the 
two sides at Centurion had 
ended in an 87-run win for the 
hosts. 

With this 2-0 series win, 
South africa are placed third in 
the WTC standings.

They have now won 22 out 

of 32 Tests against the West In-
dies.
Scores: South Africa 320 & 
321: bavuma 172, mulder 42 
vs West Indies 251 & 106: da 
silva 34; Coetzee 3-37, harmer 
3-45.  
South Africa won by 284 runs.

LonGIneS HatHab 11:  
Faleh al ajmi, Mohammed al 
baker and ahmed al Suwaidi 

bag top honours

Qatar, Saleh Al Kaabi retain GCC Golf Championship titles
Tribune news neTwork

 mAzrowIAh (bAhrAIn)

QaTaR and Saleh al Kaabi re-
tained the GCC Golf Champion-
ship titles after an impressive 
performance at the Royal Golf 
Club in bahrain on Thursday.

al Kaabi won the individual 
championship, for the second 
successive year, at the end of 
the four-day championship. In 
the team championship, Qatar 
team consisting of al Kaabi, 
ali al Shahrani, Jaham Jassim 
al Kuwari, abdulrahman al 
Shahrani finished on top fol-
lowed by bahrain, uaE, Saudi 
arabia, Oman and Kuwait.

This is the second succes-
sive year of Qatar winning the 
team championship. The team 
was coached by hassan benro-
kiya, while Salman al Khanji 
was the head of the delegation.

In the individual competi-
tion, al Kaabi finished on top 

of the leaderboard to retain his 
hold over the individual hon-
ours.

uaE ahmad akram Skaik 
came second and bahrain’s 

ahmed mohamed al Zayed fin-
ished third.

 Saleh al Kaabi said: “I am 
very proud and happy to win 
the GCC Championship gold 

for both categories teams and 
individual for the second year 
in a row. I did a great effort this 
season and the Qatar Golf as-
sociation gave me the opportu-

nity to participate in major Golf 
tournaments whether inside or 
outside Qatar such as Qatar 
masters, Qatar Open and inter-
national Golf Series, which was 

an excellent preparation for 
the GCC Golf Championship, I 
still have many tournaments to 
represent Qatar, and I hope to 
make more achievements.”

The Qatar golf team with their prize. Right: On the podium with other teams during presentation at the Royal Golf Club in Mazrowiah, Bahrain, on Thursday. 

India’s Shubman Gill celebrates his century on the third day of the fourth and final Test against Australia at 
the Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad on Saturday. (AFP)

Faleh Suwead Al Ajmi won the Big Tour class in the 11th round of 
Longines Hathab Qatar Equestrian Tour, the domestic annual equestrian 
series, at Al Shaqab on Saturday. The accomplished rider rode 17-year 
old bay mare Ghana to victory in fine style to finish ahead of Khaled 
Mohammed Al Emadi astride Little Lord Pezi 2. Cyrine Cherif on her 
nine-year-old gelding Obama ended up third. Longines Hathab Tour 
Organising Committee Vice-Chairman Omar Al Mannai awarded the 
winners. In the Open Class, Mohammed Khalifa Al Baker  stood out as 
best with What A Pleasure. Khalid Mohammed Al Emadi finished sec-
ond astride Mira V/D Roshoeve while Mohammed Abdullah Juma and 
Hurry Up came third. The Future Riders class two phases competition 
was topped by Ahmed Jassim Al Suwaidi riding Miss Serena. Abdulla 
Khalid Al Julandani on Ivanhoe was the runner-up.

South African players celebrate after the dismissal of West Indies’ Jermaine Blackwood (R) during the fourth 
day of the second Test cricket match between South Africa and West Indies at The Wanderers Stadium in 
Johannesburg on Saturday. (AFP)

Sabalenka, Sakkari and Gauff 
all advance at the Indian Wells

sTATs Perform/dPA
IndIAn wells (CAlIFornIA)

aRyna Sabalenka showed ex-
actly why she is ranked second 
in the world as she dominated 
her opening match of the In-
dian Wells Open on Friday 
against Evgeniya Rodina.

belarus’ Sabalenka needed 
just 66 minutes to defeat the Rus-
sian 6-2 6-0, taking advantage of 
her first-round bye to book her 
spot in the third round against 
ukraine’s Lesia Tsurenko.

Tsurenko had to come from 
behind against Donna Vekic, but 
that big effort may have had the 
Croatian with heavy legs as she 
ran out of steam 2-6 6-2 6-2.

It was a strong day for the 

ukranians as 27th seed anheli-
na Kalinina beat the Czech Re-
public’s Linda Fruhvirtova 4-6 
6-4 7-5, and she will next face 
Greece’s maria Sakkari.

Olympic gold medallist 
belinda bencic lost her Swiss 
showdown against Jil Teich-
mann 3-6 6-3 6-3, while Ve-
ronika Kudermetova got the 
better of her Russian compa-
triot anna blinkova 6-3 6-4.

american Coco Gauff, had 
no issues dispatching Spain’s 
Cristina bucsa 6-2 6-4. but it 
was tougher work for ameri-
ca’s top hope Jessica Pegula as 
she was pushed all the way by 
recent merida Open champion 
Camila Giorgi, before prevail-
ing 3-6 6-1 6-2.

Tennis legend Bjorn Borg of Sweden appears on the set of Tennis Chan-
nel Live at BNP Open with host Prakash Amritraj during the BNP Pari-
bas Open at the Indian Wells Tennis Garden in Indian Wells, California, 
on Friday. (Getty Images/AFP)


