
Fifty former stars playing together in Qatar is historic, 
says Legends League Cricket CEO Raman Raheja
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Khawaja slams 
unbeaten ton  
as Aussies rule  
on Day 1 of 
Ahmedabad Test
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VINAY NAYUDU
DOHA

YESTERYEAR cricket stars 
will be strutting their stuff at 
the Asian Town International 
Cricket Stadium in Doha from 
Friday (March 10) for 10 days 
(till March 20) with The Leg-
ends League Cricket (LLC) 
coming to Qatar.

Having created a buzz and 
set a trend with its inaugural 
edition in Muscat in January 
2022, LLC will be pitching its 
tent in Qatar with more than 
50 legendary former stars 
playing for three teams – In-
dia Maharajas, Asia Lions and 
World Giants – and vying for 
top honours. Some of these 
names include Pakistan’s Sha-
hid Afridi and Shoaib Akhtar, 
Australia’s Aaron Finch, 
Shane Watson and Brett Lee, 
South Africa’s Jacques Kallis 
and Hashim Amla, England’s 
Paul Collingwood and Monty 
Panesar, Sri Lanka’s Tilla-
karatne Dilshan and Dilhara 
Fernando, India’s Gautam 
Gambhir, Harbhajan Singh 
and S Sreesanth, and West In-
dies’ Chris Gayle.

Qatar Tribune spoke to 
Raman Raheja, Co-founder 
and CEO of Legends League 
Cricket, on his aspirations 
from the tournament in Qa-
tar and LLC’s overall future 
growth.
Excerpts
On LLC’s growing popularity

Very clearly we have grown quite 
a lot, I would still not like to call 
it exponential but the numbers 
have greatly improved since the 
first edition in 2022 in Muscat 
in the last 15 months.
Today, we are second most 
watched T20 league in India 
and that is our market we 
target, and Indians are the ones 
who drive the cricket economy. 
We are glad that they are watch-
ing Legends League Cricket and 
consuming cricket, that helps 
us build the product which is vi-
able and which will stand on its 
own feet as we go forward.
Essentially today LLC is a brand 
which has very clearly become 
a second innings for players 
who see themselves moving 
away from active international 
cricket. It is a natural progres-
sive choice, so you have the 
likes of Aaron Finch, Robin 
Uthappa, Suresh Raina.. we  
can go on naming them.

On being in Qatar
Basically, what is happening in 
Doha is a historic moment for 

LLC. We have as many as 50 
legends of the game of cricket 
playing together in one city! 
Mind you, this hasn’t happened 
in cricket before. They all play-
ing in the same place at the 
same time. You have world tour-
naments matches are played 
in multiple cities, similarly the 
Indian Premier League (IPL). 
But here they will be playing in 
the same city. That’s a first and 
we are glad to have pulled it off 
and brought all these legendary 
players together to perform  
in Doha.
In fact, I was just talking to 
Shoaib Akhtar of the Asia Lions 
team and he was saying, ‘It’s 
delightful to meet all old mates 
off the field and who will be 
foes again on the field’.  
So they all are already loving 
it here in Doha. I’m sure when 
they take to the field they will 

show why they have been leg-
ends. I’m sure the fans would 
love the contests.

On LLC emulating FIFA World 
Cup in Qatar
It’s quite humbling to hear that. 
There can be no such compari-
son but yes in some way we are 
doing that. Honestly, we are 
glad that we have made a good 
start and we will only improve 
further.

On having Qatar Airways and 
Qatar Tourism as partners  
on board
We have been keen on destina-
tions where cricket is followed 
but where fans do not get to 
watch the big players actively. 
To bring big stars together to 
one place is what we aim to do. 
So the location is determined 
based on the game’s following 

and the numbers that show  
that there will be an audience 
and of course the local partner-
ships. And here in Doha the 
opening game for Friday  
is already sold out.
We are thankful to the Qatar 
Cricket Association who took 
the initiative to bring LLC here 
and they got these major local 
partners who are huge enti-
ties and world marks by them-
selves. Also, the fact that these 
fifty players of the total 89 have 
a fan following of over 600 mil-
lion on the social media alone. 
We see it as a natural partner-
ship with Qatar Airways and 
Qatar Tourism which I am sure 
will also bring back many fans 
with them to India as well.

Long term plans
We would be doing two seasons 
every year – one international 

and one domestic back in India. 
Hopefully, Qatar will be the des-
tination for us for the next three 
years. We are hoping for it to be 
so. All the players are already 
loving the Qatar hospitality, 
two of the teams were already 
practising at the ground this 
morning and afternoon. 
They like the ground too. We set 
a benchmark when we began 
with Muscat and hopefully Qatar 
would supercede that. Some of 
the players even went golfing 
today, so they are already loving 
it out here in Doha. 

LLC Masters partners for 
Qatar tournament include 
Skyexch.net (Title Sponsor),  
Qatar Airways (Official Air-
line Partner), Qatar Tourism 
(Official Tourism Partner), 
Dream11 (Official Sports Fan-
tasy Partner), Ooredoo (Tel-
ecom Partner), Rario (Digital 
Collectible Partner), Q Tick-
ets (Ticketing Partner), Qatar 
Cricket Association (Host), 
Radio Olive and Suno 91.7 FM 
(Overseas Radio Partner), Ra-
dio City (Radio Partner), Star 
Sports (TV Broadcast Part-
ner), Disney+ Hotstar and 
FanCode (Digital Streaming 
Partner), Fox Cricket (Broad-
cast Partner – Australia), 
Kayo Sports (Digital Stream-
ing Partner - Australia), Mera 
Holding (Outdoor Partner), 
and P4 psyched4 (Digital 
Streaming Partner – UK). 

The league is owned and 
managed by Absolute Legends 
Sports Pvt. Ltd.

Former Indian captain 
and head coach Ravi Shastri is 
the League Commissioner and 
former India woman cricketer 
Jhulan Goswami is its Women 
Empowerment Ambassador.

Raman Raheja, Co-founder and 
CEO of Legends League Cricket.

‘We are aiming for 
Qatar to be the 

destination for us  
for next three years’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

BIG and legendary stars will 
descend at the Asian Town 
International Stadium on Fri-
day evening when the Gautam 
Gambhir-led India Maharajas 
take on Shahid Afridi’s Asian 
Lions in the opening clash of 
the Legends League Cricket 
(LLC) 2023 (at 5.30pm) with 
as many as 50 legends set to 
rock the tournament scheduled 
from March 10-20.

LLC has already created 
ripples in Qatar with tickets 
for the opening match being al-
ready sold out.

The all-round skills of Afri-
di and the pace of ‘Rawalpindi 
Express’ Shoaib Akhtar is sure 
to thrill the spectators. Sri Lan-
kans Tillakaratne Dilshan, Dil-
hara Fernando and Upul Tha-
ranga (wicket-keeper) are also 
part of Asia Lions.

Gambhir’s Maharajas have 
former India stars Harbhajan 
Singh, the Pathan brothers – 
Irfan and Yusuf, S Sreesanth, 
Suresh Raina, Robin Uthappa 
and Stuart Binny among others.

“Once the Lions are out, 
they always hunt and are hun-
gry for success,” Afridi has been 
stating of the Asia Lions in the 
team’s tweets while Gambhir 
has been telling others to be 
wary of the Maharajas.

The stage is set for these 
two sides along with the World 
Giants power packed with Aus-
tralians Aaron Finch (captain), 
Brett Lee, Shane Watson, West 
Indian Chris Gayle, New Zea-
lander Ross Taylor, South Af-
ricans Jacques Kallis, Hashim 
Amla, England’s Monty Pane-
sar and Paul Collingwood 
along with Ireland’s Kevin 
O’Brien and Afghanistan’s As-
ghar Afghan are all set to light 
up the event.

Speaking ahead of the 
tournament and comment-
ing on the growth of LLC over 

the years, Raman Raheja, Co-
founder and CEO of Legends 
League Cricket said, “Legends 
League Cricket has grown im-
mensely since its inception. 
In the first season, we had 59 
cricketers. Season 2 saw nearly 
80 cricketers and now as we 
enter the third season with LLC 
Masters we have 89 cricketers 
to be a part of the tournament 
across the three teams. 

“The greatest thing we have 
achieved this season is the ad-
dition of recently retired crick-
eters like Suresh Raina, Murali 
Vijay, Mohammad Amir, and 
Aaron Finch among others. It 
is a clear testament to the fact 

that LLC did create a strong 
demand and fans want to see 
them back on the field. With 
such positive developments, we 
are surely expecting the league 
to be much more competitive,” 
he added.

 The glorious journey of this 
event since its inception has at-
tracted huge television view-
ership and also sponsorship 
support. Skyexch.net is the title 
sponsor for the current edition. 

LLC Masters arrived in Qa-
tar after the domestic edition 
matches in India were played 
in front of packed stadiums. 

The live broadcast for fans 
around the world will com-

mence at 5.30pm Doha Time. 
Eight matches are sched-

uled for the series, and all of 
them will be played at the Asia 
Town Cricket Stadium.  

THE TEAMS:
India Maharajas: Gautam Gamb-
hir (Captain), Harbhajan Singh, 
Irfan Pathan, Yusuf Pathan, 
Mohammad Kaif, S Sreesanth, 
Ashoke Dinda, Pragyan Ojha, 
Suresh Raina, Robin Uthappa, 
Parvinder Awana, Manvinder 
Bisla (Wicket Keeper), Reetinder 
Singh Sodhi, Praveen Kumar, 
Pravin Tambe, Stuart Binny 
Asia Lions: Shahid Afridi (Cap-
tain), Asghar Afghan, Tillakaratne 
Dilshan, Misbah-ul-Haq, Moham-
mad Hafeez, Dilhara Fernando, 
Shoaib Akhtar, Upul Tharanga 
(Wicket Keeper), Paras Khadka, 
Thisara Perera, Abdul Razzaq, 
Abdur Razzak, Isuru Udana, 
Mohammad Amir, Nawroz Man-
gal, Sohail Tanvir, Diman Ghosh 
(Wicket Keeper)
World Giants: Aaron Finch (Cap-
tain), Brett Lee, Morné van Wyk, 
Chris Gayle, Shane Watson, Ross 
Taylor, Ricardo Powell, Monty 
Panesar, Kevin O’Brien, Tino 
Best, Denesh Ramdin (Wicket 
Keeper), Jacques Kallis, Hashim 
Amla, Christopher Mpofu, Lendl 
Simmons, Paul Collingwood.

Asia Lions skipper Shahid Afridi (centre) tweeted this pic of him, Shoaib Akhtar and others from their team 
hotel in Doha ahead of their Legends League Cricket opening match on Friday.

World Giants players during a training session at the Asian Town  
International Stadium on Thursday.

India Maharajas all set to take on Asia Lions in 
opening clash at Asian Town stadium today

The Qatar Stars League has announced the stadiums and dates for 
the semi-finals and final matches of the Ooredoo Cup football tourna-
ment for 2022-2023. The semi-finals will be held on Thursday, March 
23, where Umm Salal will meet Al Arabi at Jassim bin Hamad Sta-
dium in Al Sadd Club, while Al Duhail will play with Al Sadd at Suhaim 
Bin Hamad Stadium in Qatar Club, and the two matches will be held 
at the same time (9:45pm). The final match of the tournament will be 
held on Monday, the 27th of the same month, at Jassim bin Hamad 
Stadium at 10pm. (QNA)

Ooredoo Cup semis, final dates announced
 Quick read

Al Gharafa and Muaither booked their place in the quarter-final of the 
51st Amir Cup after winning their respective Round of 16 matches on 
Thursday. Al Gharafa cruised past Qatar SC 4-1 in the clash between 
QNB Stars League opponents. Second Division side Muaither stunned 
Al Ahli 3-1 to book their last eight berth in style.

AL GHARAFA AND MUAITHER 
COMPLETE AMIR CUP  
FOOTBALL QF LINE-UP
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STEFANO Pioli is dreaming of 
going all the way with Milan 
in this season’s Champions 
League after overcoming Tot-
tenham in the first knockout 
round.

Milan held Tottenham to a 
goalless draw in Wednesday’s 
last-16 second leg in north 
London to secure a 1-0 aggre-
gate victory and a place in next 
week’s quarter-final draw.

Mike Maignan made a su-
perb save late on to deny Harry 
Kane, but Milan finished the 
game with an expected goals 
(xG) return of 1.37 compared to 
0.46 for Spurs.

It is the first time since the 
2011-12 campaign that Milan 
have reached the final eight of 
the competition, and Pioli is ex-
cited for what is to come.

“We were good today. We 
asked the team to play with 
personality,” he told Prime 
Video. “We never gave up and 
it’s a well-deserved passage 
through the next round.  

“We have to take one step 
at a time. It was important to 
get through the group, then the 
round of 16, and now we’ll wait 
for the [quarter-final] draw.  

“It’s clear that we’ll face a great 
team, but Tottenham were also 
a great team. Dreaming is nice; 
it helps you to work better.

“It’s wonderful to play in 
the Champions League. So ei-
ther we win it, which would 
not be easy, or try to qualify by 
finishing in the top four in Serie 
A.” Pioli, whose side are fifth in 
Serie A, added: “I like to think 
there’s nothing impossible in 
sport. Clearly, only the best in 
Europe remain and each round 
gets more difficult.

“But I’m sure all the experi-
ences in Europe - especially the 
negative ones - help us to step 
up a level. Now we must go into 
the quarter-final with confi-
dence and belief.” 

Milan have kept four suc-
cessive clean sheets in the 
Champions League for the first 
time since between April and 
October 2006.

Pioli’s decision to revert to 
a three-man defence has paid 
off, with his side winning five 
games out of seven since then.

“I took this decision after 
the defeat against Sassuolo,” 
Pioli said of the tactical switch. 
“It seems that the old system 
we used didn’t work well.  

“The attitude has changed; 
the team works with more at-
tention. We have three central 
defenders who are capable of 
playing in this system, so it 
was time to change.” 

Kane’s late glancing header, 
which Maignan did well to get 
down and save, was the clos-
est Tottenham went to scoring 
across both legs.

The hosts had Cristian 
Romero sent off for two book-
able offences and Milan almost 
snatched a late winner on the 
day when Divock Origi broke 
clear but hit the post.

And former Arsenal striker 
Giroud, who played 81 minutes 
despite being a fitness doubt, 
believes Milan did enough to 
win the second leg.

“I told the lads we deserved 
to be in the Champions League 
last year and this season we 
want to go further,” he said.

“We deserved to go through 
thanks to our determination. I 
think we could’ve won this sec-
ond leg as well and it’s a pity 
we didn’t score as we had the 
clearest chances.”

Pioli ‘dreaming’ of Champions 
League glory with Milan

Mbappe focused on Ligue 1
STATS PERFORM/DPA

MUNICH 

KYLIAN Mbappe said Paris 
Saint-Germain’s Champions 
League elimination to Bayern 
Munich will not affect his fu-
ture as the striker focuses on 
the Ligue 1 title.

Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting 
and Serge Gnabry’s second-
half strikes at Allianz Arena on 
Wednesday secured a 2-0 vic-
tory for Bayern and a 3-0 aggre-
gate triumph in the last-16 clash.

Defeat marked a second 
straight Champions League 
elimination in the first knockout 
round for PSG, who have repeat-
edly had to battle interest from 
Real Madrid to keep Mbappe in 
the French capital.

The France international 
previously refuted suggestions a 
European crown will dictate his 
future and reiterated that mes-
sage after another miserable PSG 
outing on the continental stage.

When asked by reporters 
whether the elimination would 
impact his future, Mbappe said: 
“No, no, I’m calm, the only thing 
that matters to me this season is 
winning the championship and 
then we’ll see.” Christophe Gal-
tier’s side sit eight points clear at 
the Ligue 1 summit as they aim 
to defend their French top-flight 
crown.

However, Mauricio Pochet-

tino was dismissed just last 
season for failing in the same 
Champions League round, in 
which they lost a dramatic tie 
against Carlo Ancelotti’s even-
tual champions Madrid.

PSG have played 137 games 
in UEFA’s top club competition 
without lifting the trophy, only 
Arsenal (177) have endured a 
longer such run in the competi-
tion, excluding qualifiers.

Galtier’s visitors were some-
what unfortunate in Munich, 
though, as Vitinha saw his first-
half effort towards an open goal 
cleared by a remarkable Matthi-
js de Ligt goal-line intervention.

Mbappe acknowledged 
there was little to separate the 
two heavyweight sides, though 
that did little to quash his frus-
tration.

The 24-year-old added: “We 
are disappointed. That’s how 
it is, we have to move on, try to 
challenge everyone.

“We didn’t miss much when 
we look at the state of the two 
teams, [but] they have a team 
built to win the Champions 
League.

“At the start of the season, 
during the first Champions 
League press conference, I said 
that we were going to do our 
best and give our maximum.

“We’re going to question 
ourselves and go back to our 
day-to-day life in Ligue 1.”

AC Milan’s Italian coach Stefano Pioli celebrates at the end of the UEFA 
Champions League round of 16 second-leg match against Tottenham 
Hotspur at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in London on Wednesday. AC 
Milan qualified for the UEFA Champions League quarter-finals after 
holding Tottenham Hotspur to a goalless draw. (AFP)

Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe shoots during the 
UEFA Champions League round of 16, 2nd-leg match FC Bayern Munich 
v Paris Saint-Germain FC in Munich, Germany, on Wednesday. (AFP)

Top-four finish ‘not enough’ for trophyless Tottenham: Kane 
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

CAPTAIN Harry Kane says a 
top-four Premier League fin-
ish will not make Tottenham’s 
season a success, admitting 
Spurs are “lacking something” 
as speculation over Antonio 
Conte’s future grows.  

Spurs have seen their hopes 
of avoiding another trophyless 
season evaporate within the 
space of a week, following up an 
FA Cup loss at Sheffield United 
with a Champions League exit 
against Milan.

Tottenham suffered a dire 
Premier League defeat at Wol-
verhampton Wanderers be-
tween those two eliminations, 
and they have now failed to 

score in three successive games 
for the first time since a three-
match losing run in April and 
May 2019.

With Spurs now facing 
a battle for a top-four berth, 
Kane says a 15th consecutive 
campaign without silverware is 
unacceptable.

“Where we’re at as a club, 
we should be winning trophies,” 
Kane told reporters. “The top 
four [being Spurs’ only target] is 
a consequence of not playing as 
well as we want to play.  

“For sure, it’s not enough 
for this club. I totally under-
stand the fans’ frustrations. 
Top four is not good enough for 
anyone at this club, especially 
the fans. They have the right to 
voice their opinion.

“The last week especially 
just hasn’t been good enough. 
Before the Sheffield United 
game, the season could have 
been a whole lot different.  

“You go through there, you 
take that momentum into the 
league game and this game 
[against Milan].  “But I feel like 
that loss last week put a dagger 
in our hearts and as you can 
see, we haven’t really recovered 
from that.” 

Spurs’ expected goals over 
two legs in a 1-0 aggregate de-
feat to Milan was only 0.91, and 
they have failed to win any 
of their past five Champions 
League knockout games (D1 
L4) since beating Ajax 3-2 at 
the semi-final stage in 2019.

It has been suggested their 

latest failure could spell the 
end of head coach Conte’s ten-
ure at the club, with the Italian 
accepting Spurs may sack him 
before his contract expires at 
the end of the season.

Asked for his thoughts on 
Conte’s future, Kane said: “It’s 
his decision, he’s going to be 
the one that makes that choice.  

“All we can do as players is 
try to perform for him, work 
as hard as we can. That’s what 
we’re doing. You can’t fault the 
effort of the players. We’re just 
lacking something.  

“We’ve talked about men-
tality before and that ruthless 
hunger to be better, to be the 
best, to be one of the best teams 
in Europe. We just haven’t 
quite found that yet.”

Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane runs with the ball 
during the UEFA Champions League round of 16 second-leg football 
match between Tottenham Hotspur and Milan AC at Tottenham Hotspur 
Stadium in London on Wednesday. (AFP)

Klinsmann aims to rejuvenate Son as new 
South Korea boss bemoans Spurs woes
STATS PERFORM/DPA

SEOUL 

SON Heung Min has been 
backed to rediscover his best 
form by incoming South Korea 
coach Jürgen Klinsmann, who 
believes a difficult situation at 
Tottenham has hampered the 
attacker.

Son has endured a poor 
season with Spurs, scoring just 
five Premier League goals after 
sharing the Golden Boot with 
Mohamed Salah last term, and 
his troubles have carried onto 
the international stage.

The forward wore a protec-
tive mask at last year’s World 
Cup after suffering a fractured 
eye socket ahead of the tour-
nament, where he failed to net 
in four appearances.

Son produced another inef-
fective performance as Spurs 
exited the Champions League 
against Milan on Wednesday, 
leaving the future of boss Anto-
nio Conte in serious doubt.

His new international 
coach, however, retains faith 
in Son’s ability to bounce back, 
saying: “I’m a big fan of Sonny. 
There’s no doubt. He had a very 
difficult World Cup because he 
was not 100% healthy.

“Obviously I saw all the 
games and I felt for him, but 
I think this is a normal period 
and every player goes through 
little up and downs.

Also, the situation at Tot-

tenham is sometimes not so 
easy.  “I hope that I’m going to 
see him in two weeks and he 
comes with a smile and is hun-
gry for the national team.” 

Klinsmann was named as 
Paulo Bento’s successor last 
month, with the Portuguese 
coach stepping down after a 4-1 
defeat to Brazil in the last 16 
at the World Cup.

Asked how he would ap-

proach the role at his unveil-
ing on Thursday, the former 
Germany international said: 
“Obviously, my personal back-
ground was a striker, so I al-
ways love to attack, and that 
means I’d rather win a game 
4-3 than 1-0.  “But at the end of 
the day, I think a coach always 
has to adapt his approach and 
his philosophy to the people 
around him, mainly the play-

ers.  
“So based on who you have 

as players and what capabili-
ties your team has, you need to 
adapt that philosophy to your 
approach.” South Korea will 
face South American opposi-
tion in their first two outings 
under Klinsmann, with Co-
lombia and Uruguay their op-
ponents for friendlies later this 
month.

Tottenham Hotspur’s South Korean striker Son Heung-Min (L) fights for the ball with AC Milan’s Portuguese 
forward Rafael Leao during the UEFA Champions League round of 16 second-leg match between  
Tottenham Hotspur and Milan AC at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in London on Wednesday. (AFP)

Real Madrid slam ‘insufficient’ 
UEFA CL final refund plan

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

REAL Madrid have slammed 
UEFA’s “insufficient” plan to 
refund some supporters who at-
tended last May’s Champions 
League final, calling for the gov-
erning body to assume respon-
sibility for the chaos which over-
shadowed the game.

An independent report re-
leased last month found UEFA 
“primarily responsible” for the 
“large number of near misses 
that nearly led to disaster” at the 
Stade de France.

Liverpool fans were initially 
blamed by French authorities 
amid shambolic scenes which 
saw supporters placed at risk of 
crushes as the kick-off was de-
layed in Paris.

On Tuesday, UEFA an-
nounced plans to refund all 
19,618 Liverpool supporters with 
tickets to the final, with only a 
section of Madrid fans covered 
by the measures.

However, a response issued 
by the European champions on 
Thursday called on UEFA to ex-
tend the offer to all attendees, de-
scribing overall conditions at the 
game as “unacceptable”.

“Given the conclusiveness of 
the experts’ findings and the seri-

ousness of the events described, 
Real Madrid has been holding 
talks with UEFA with the aim of 
assessing the compensation that 
will be offered to fans,” the state-
ment read.

“Our club was entirely confi-
dent that these solutions would 
be in line with the seriousness of 
the events, the extent of the dam-
age caused and UEFA’s responsi-
bility for them.

“Regrettably, our club be-
lieves that UEFA’s proposal, of-
ficially announced last Tuesday, 
is insufficient.  

“The content of the report 
stresses that all fans attending 
the final were victims of its in-
adequate organisation and their 
safety and security were compro-
mised.  

“The fact is that all the fans 
experienced an unacceptable de-
lay in the start of the match. In 
addition, there was unacceptable 
insecurity both in accessing and 
leaving the stadium, as well as 
additional harm such as theft, as-
saults and threats.

“For this reason, Real Ma-
drid has decided not to coop-
erate in the restricted compen-
sation procedure proposed by 
UEFA, which we ask to redress 
the situation and assume full 
responsibility.”

ALEXIA Putellas has pushed back on the suggestion Spain’s striking players are “rebels” amid their ongoing dispute with the national team and 
coach Jorge Vilda. Following their qualification for the Women’s World Cup in September, 15 players rendered themselves unavailable for selec-
tion, citing the “situation” around La Roja. The RFEF has so far stood by Vilda, despite pleas from the striking group for him to be moved on over 
reasons involving their emotional health, presenting a stalemate ahead of the tournament in July. Putellas has rejected the idea those players are 
in the wrong, with the Barcelona midfielder at pains to stress the view of her colleagues. “We are not rebels,” she told beIN SPORTS. “It’s exhaust-
ing having to constantly claim improvements to perform better. I don’t think you have to put adjectives of this type.” (STATS Perform/DPA)

Putellas pushes back on ‘rebels’ tag as Spain players continue strike
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Khawaja ton puts Australia on top on Day 1

AGENCIES
AHMEDABAD

USMAN Khawaja hit a resolute 
century to give Australia the bet-
ter of the first day of the fourth 
Test against India at the Naren-
dra Modi Stadium on Thursday.

The opener batted all day 
for 104 not out from 251 balls, 
only the second century of a se-
ries dominated by spin.

On a flatter surface in 
Ahmedabad, his total, plus Cam-
eron Green’s 49 not out, helped 
the tourists close on 255-4.

Australia batted slowly for 
much of the day before all-
rounder Green increased the 
intent against the new ball in 
the final session.

Khawaja reached his century 
in the last over of the day, cap-
ping a solid start to the Test from 
Australia as they seek a victory in 
order to draw the series 2-2.

In doing so, they would 
become the first side to avoid 
defeat in an away Test series 
against India since England 
won on their tour of 2012.

India, meanwhile, need to 
win the match to guarantee a 
place in the World Test Cham-
pionship final in June.

After an opening stand of 
61 with Travis Head, Khawaja 
put on 79 in a third-wicket 
stand with Steve Smith that 
lasted 41.2 overs.

They batted throughout 
the afternoon session - the first 
session in the series in which 
a wicket did not fall - before 

Smith was bowled by Ravindra 
Jadeja for 38 from 135 balls af-
ter tea.

Seamer Mohammed Shami 
bowled Peter Handscomb for 
17 but the partnership between 
Khawaja and Green, who hit 
eight fours in his 64 balls, 
tipped the day in Australia’s 

favour.
Khawaja’s century was his 

14th in 60 Tests and his sixth 
since his recall in the Ashes in 
January 2022.
Scores: Australia 1st Inns 
255/4 (Usman Khawaja 104*, 
Cameron Green 49*; Moham-
med Shami 2-65) vs India.

Visitors 255-4

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qatar Racing & Equestri-
an Club (QREC) holds its annu-
al tradition race in memory of 
the late Yousuf Al Romaihi cel-
ebrating him as founder and an 
icon in Qatar’s equestrian rac-
ing. The race was the feature of 
the 40th QREC Race Meeting 
at the Al Rayyan Racecourse 

on Thursday and was won by 
Wathnan Racing’s Inverness.

Inverness (IRE) wrapped 
up the meeting with a quick-
fire double for owner Wathnan 
Racing, trainer Alban de 
Mieulle and jockey Ronan 
Thomas. The 4YO colt main-
tained his excellent form as he 
took the 3200m race for 4YO+ 
Thoroughbreds in strong style, 
winning by four and a half 

lengths. 
Abdulla Rashid Al Kubai-

si, QREC Racing Manager, 
crowned the winners in pres-
ence of Ali, Fahad, Mubarak 
and Mohammed bin Yousef Al 
Romaihi.

Earlier, in the day’s penul-
timate race, Wathnan Rac-
ing’s Bin Al Tair (FR) won the 
1850m Open Race for 4YO+ 
Purebred Arabians by three 

quarters of a length for trainer 
Alban de Mieulle with jockey 
Alban de Mieulle in the saddle.

H.E. Sheikha Iman bint 
Mohammed bin Khalifa Al 
Thani’s Hareeb (FR) contin-
ued his excellent results. Hav-
ing won or been placed in all 
his last nine starts, the Rudy 
Nerbonne-trained 5YO won the 
10th by two and a half lengths, 
recording a second straight vic-

tory in the 2000m Handicap 
(80-100) for 4YO+ Purebred 
Arabian under Lukas Delozier 
who notched up a double on 
the day.

In the 2000m Handicap 
(0-95) for 4YO+ Local Thor-
oughbreds, Nasser Saeed Al 
Eida’s Wukair (QA) regained 
winning thread quickely. Un-
der jockey Marco Casamento, 
the 6YO pulled away in the 
closing stages for a three and 
a half-length victory for trainer 
Gassim Ghazali, who doubled 
up on the day.

Al Rakaben Stud’s Nadir 
(QA) bounced back to winning 
ways quickly as he was saddled 
by Dr. Fahad Salman Al Hajri 
to win the 1600m Handicap 
(65-85) for 4YO+ Local Pure-
bred Arabians by half a length, 
giving jockey Faleh Bughanaim 
a second winner on the day.

In the Handicap (55-75) 
for 3YO+ Thoroughbreds, Jas-
sim bin Ali Al Attiyah’s Good 
Measure (GB) built on his run-
ner-up effort last time out for 

trainer Gassim Ghazali to win 
the mile race by a length and 
a quarter with jockey Lukas 
Delozier onboard.

The 1600m Novice for 3YO 
Thoroughbreds was taken in 
an imposing style by Al Shaqab 
Racing’s Studio City (IRE). 
In the hands of jockey Faleh 
Bughanaim, the Eric Lemarti-
nel-trained colt powered clear 
to win by four lengths.

Al Rabban Racing’s home-
bred Harb (QA) was an im-
pressive winner of the 1600m 
Novice for 4YO+ Local Thor-
oughbreds, as he had too much 
for his rivals to score by five 
lengths under Tomas Lukasek 
for trainer Hadi Al Ramzani.

The meeting began with a 
thrilling finish to the 1600m 
Maiden for 4-6YO Purebred 
Arabians, as the Khalifa bin Ab-
dullah bin Ali Al Attiyah-owned 
and Hamad Al Jehani-trained 
Aktolgali (FR) got up close 
home under Hugo Besnier to 
win by a neck ahead of Light-
ning Struck (FR) (Mu’Azzaz).

Late Yousuf Al Romaihi Cup for Inverness

Bangladesh beat England  
in opening T20I

AGENCIES
CHATTOGRAM

BANGLADESH beat world 
champions England comfort-
ably by six wickets in the first 
T20 international in Chat-
togram on Thursday, reports 
BBC.com.

Opener Najmul Hossain 
Shanto struck an impressive 
51 from 30 balls as the Tigers 
reached their target of 157 with 
two overs to spare.

Shanto added 65 for the 
third wicket with debutant 
Towhid Hridoy, who made 24, 
as the hosts adapted better to a 
slow, sluggish pitch.

The second of three T20s 
takes place on Sunday in Mir-
pur.

It is Bangladesh’s first win 
over England in a T20, though 
it is only the second time the 
teams have met in the format.

England were on course for 
a huge total as captain Jos But-
tler and Phil Salt raced to 80 af-
ter 10 overs, but Bangladesh’s 
seamers fought back at the end, 
conceding just 21 runs from the 

final four overs to restrict Eng-
land to 156-6.

Buttler made a dynamic 
67 from 42 balls after being 
dropped by Shakib Al Hasan on 
19, but when he and Ben Duck-
ett fell in consecutive balls, 
England struggled to make the 
most of their aggressive start.

Seamer Hasan Mahmud led 
the attack with 2-26 from his 
four overs, including the key 
scalp of Buttler.

In reply, Bangladesh also 
made the most of the six-over 
powerplay to attack England’s 
seamers, reaching 54-2.

England’s seamers strug-
gled to adapt to the slow pitch 
and Shanto capitalised, strik-
ing four consecutive bounda-
ries from Mark Wood’s first 
over.

Captain Shakib then calmly 
used his experience to steer his 
side to victory and finish un-
beaten on 34.
Scores: England 156-6 (20 
overs): Buttler 67 (42); Mahmud 
2-26 lost to Bangladesh 158-
4 (18 overs): Shanto 51 (30); 
Wood 1-24.
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The winning team of Wathnan Racing with their trophies and prizes at the Al Rayyan Racecourse on Thursday. Abdulla Rashid Al Kubaisi, QREC 
Racing Manager, crowned the winners in presence of Ali, Fahad, Mubarak and Mohammed bin Yousef Al Romaihi.

Ronan Thomas guides Inverness to victory.

Australia’s Usman Khawaja celebrates after scoring a century (100 runs) during the first day of the fourth and 
final Test cricket against India at the Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad on Thursday. (AFP) 

Bangladesh’s captain Shakib Al Hasan plays a shot during the first 
Twenty20 international against England at the Zahur Ahmed Chowd-
hury Stadium in Chittagong on Thursday. (AFP)

Djokovic has ‘not given up’ on playing  
at Miami Open, says Ivanisevic

STATS PERFORM/DPA

GORAN Ivanisevic says Novak 
Djokovic has not given up hope 
of competing at the Miami 
Open later in March.

The 22-time Grand Slam 
champion withdrew from In-
dian Wells on Monday as he 
is unable to play in the United 
States.

As he is not vaccinated 
against COVID-19, Djokovic 
had applied for special permis-
sion to enter the US, but was 
not given the green light.

While the 35-year-old is in 
the draw for the Miami Open, 
he may have to withdraw again 
despite the United States Ten-
nis Association and US Open 
expressing their hope he would 
be allowed to feature.

Djokovic wants to play 
in a tournament that starts on 
March 22, his coach Ivanisevic 
confirmed, and pressed for a 
swift decision on the issue.

“We haven’t given up. He 

wants to play and I would love 
it if they allow him - it would be 
great both for him and for ten-
nis,” he told Tennis Majors.

“If not, it’s not the end of the 
world, he didn’t play last year as 
well. The most important thing 

is that we find out soon, so that 
we can make a plan.

“Although, in terms of pre-
paring for the European clay 
court season, I’m not sure play-
ing in Miami is the best solu-
tion. It depends on Novak - in 

the past he has triumphed in 
Monte Carlo having played in 
Indian Wells and Miami.

“If he is mentally ready and 
in his fighter mode, like he was 
in Australia, then anything is 
possible.”

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic hits a return against Russia’s Daniil Medvedev (not pictured) during their ATP Dubai 
Duty Free Tennis Championship semi-final match in Dubai, on March 3, 2023. (AFP)

Former US Open champion Emma Raducanu has revealed the wrist 
injury which ended her 2022 season has returned, though she re-
mains hopeful of playing at the Indian Wells Open. Raducanu saw her 
2022 season cut short by a problem with her right wrist, while a bout 
of tonsillitis caused her to miss last week’s Austin Open. She was 
seen practising with strapping on both wrists on Wednesday, ahead 
of her Indian Wells opener against Danka Kovinic scheduled for later 
on Thursday. Asked about her fitness, Raducanu told BBC Sport: 
“The same issue that I had last year has started to flare back up.
“I’ve definitely been managing my load. It’s something that has just 
come back, so I’m trying to be as cautious as possible. I’m going to 
do everything I can to be there tomorrow.” (STATS Perform/DPA)

‘When it rains, it pours’ – Raducanu  
plagued by returning wrist issue

 Quick read
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Sheikha Moza graces Earthna 
Summit 2023 closing ceremony

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HER Highness Sheikha Moza bint 
Nasser, Chairperson of Qatar Founda-
tion (QF), attended the closing of the 
Earthna Summit 2023 on Thursday. The 
two-day summit spotlighted Qatar and 
other counties with hot and arid climates 
and placed them at the centre of the 
global sustainability conversation, high-
lighting the critical adaptation needs of 
countries with such climates and explor-
ing options as the world moves towards 
energy transition.

QF’s Earthna Center for a Sustaina-
ble Future hosted the conference, under 
the theme of ‘Building New Sustainabil-
ity Pathways for Hot and Arid Environ-
ments’, and brought together experts, 
policymakers and delegates to discuss 
food and security adaptation; climate 
change and energy transition; resilient 
cities; and biodiversity.

Also in attendance at the closing ses-
sion was Her Excellency Sheikha Hind 
bint Hamad Al Thani, Vice Chairperson 
and CEO of QF. 

Speaking at the closing session 
Dr Gonzalo Castro de la Mata, execu-
tive director of Earthna, explained how 
sustainability – both in meaning and 
in practice – differs from country to 
country, especially from climate to cli-
mate, and highlighted how developing 
frameworks to deal with hot and arid 
environments is different to developing 
frameworks for those with temperate or 
tropical environments.

“Qatar’s economy is not supported 
by its natural environment,” he said. 
“Instead, it is an economy where its non-
renewable natural capital in the form of 
gas is transformed into human capital, 
infrastructure, and savings and invest-
ments. Sustainability needs to be under-
stood in this context.

“In this sense, we have clearly estab-
lished that globally recognized sustain-
ability frameworks must be adapted to 
reflect our unique and challenging envi-

ronment, and those in other hot and arid 
countries.”

Dr Castro de la Mata went on to 
highlight a key takeaway from the con-
ference, focusing on how cultural herit-
age and indigenous knowledge should 
be utilized by nations to inspire modern 
sustainability approaches.

“We have gained a greater under-
standing of traditional practices, and the 
impact that these can have on ecosystem 
management and climate adaptation 
today,” he said. “We have also looked at 
how we can draw inspiration from Islam 
and different faiths, and historic cultural 
practices to promote more sustainable 
lifestyles today.”

Another key theme of the summit 

was the role of today’s young people. The 
first session of the day, “Governing our 
Climate Future”, featured a discussion 
emphasizing the need to empower the 
younger generation and include them in 
critical policy-making conversations for 
the planet’s future.  

Bader Omar Ismail Al Dafa, Special 
Envoy of the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
for Climate Change and Sustainability, 
and Executive Director of the Global Dry-
land Alliance, said: “My happiness comes 
from seeing the youth in this hall. The 
youth of today are the leaders of tomor-
row, and so, it is important that from an 
early stage they should be given a seat at 
the table so we can hear their views in the 
decision-making process.” 

Three students – Noora Faisal Al 
Dosari, Sara Faisal Al Dosari, and Ham-
ad Nasser Al Thani – from Activists in 
Action, of QF’s Qatar Academy Doha, 
joined experts on stage to ask them 
questions.  Other discussions on the fi-
nal day included “Youth Empowerment 
for a Sustainable Future”, “Governing 
our Climate Future”, “Faith, Ethics and 
the Environment”, and “Green Tech and 
Decarbonization”. 

Attendees were also given the op-
portunity to visit “Earthna Village”, a 
sustainability-focused exhibition show-
casing indigenous and sustainable prac-
tices and hosted short, interactive dis-
cussions.

HH Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of Education Above All Foundation 
(EAA), met with President of Ghana Nana Akufo-Addo in Doha on Thursday. Dur-
ing the meeting, they discussed EAA’s projects in Ghana and efforts to reduce 
the number of out-of-school children. (QNA)

Summit takes indigenous sustainability solutions to the world
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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EXPERTS discussed the im-
portance of harnessing existing 
knowledge and local practices 
to tackle global climate change 
challenges on the first day of the 
Earthna Summit 2023.

The discussion, titled ‘Cli-
mate Change Adaptation: In-
digenous Knowledge and Re-
silience’, was held as part of a 
two-day conference hosted by 
Qatar Foundation’s (QF) Earth-
na Center for a Sustainable Fu-
ture, which is taking place at 
Msheireb Downtown Doha.

Manvendra Singh Shekha-
wat, founder and CEO of Dhun, 
discussed the transformation of a 

neighbourhood in Jaipur, India, 
that went from a barren land to 
a self-sufficient microcosm using 
indigenous techniques. 

And while he believes that 
this particular project will not 
solve the requirements of food, 
shelter, opportunities and other 
needs of the world, the ideas, 
principles and values behind it 

are very scalable. “This solution is 
working on site, but I am not sure 
that it could work 50km from our 
site,” he said. “However, the prin-
ciples – whether you are in Peru 
or in Mumbai or in London – are 
the same.”

He also spoke about the pow-
er of technology, saying: “We are 
in the 21st century, and our abili-

ty to collaborate as human beings 
is more than ever before. The 
ability to learn from each other 
today is more than ever before.

“So, what if we built on foun-
dations that have worked for us 
as humanity for the past 5,000 
years, and then used technology 
to make that shift happen?”

The importance of technol-

ogy was also highlighted by Em-
manuela Shinta, Dayak Activist 
and Environmentalist, from Ka-
limantan, Borneo. 

“The war against climate 
change – a war that cannot be 
won by spears, swords, or shields 
– but it can be won with educa-
tion, innovation, creativity, and 
technology,” Shinta said, ex-

plaining how she, a Dayak wom-
an, flew from Borneo to stand in 
front of an international audi-
ence to talk about climate change 
while holding a mobile telephone 
and a presentation clicker. 

Speaking about how indige-
nous people have the knowledge 
to help, she said: “How can I con-
vince you – the world leaders, de-
cision makers, multi-stakehold-
ers – to believe in indigenous 
knowledge, and to believe in our 
efforts at the front line?”

Additionally, Dr Abdullah Al-
Ghafri, professor of the UNESCO 
Chair on Aflaj Studies, Archeao-
hydrology, University of Nizwa, 
Oman, spoke about utilizing exist-
ing knowledge and practices, high-
lighting the Aflaj irrigation system. 

Earthna Village sheds light 
on rich heritage practices

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AT Earthna Village on the second day 
of the Earthna Summit 2023, visitors 
were given the opportunity to learn 
about Al Nakheel, environmentally 
friendly varnish, Qatar Dhow boats, 
and techniques in shipbuilding root-
ed in Greek heritage. The Village also 
live streamed a session on ‘Faith, Eth-
ics and the Environment’. 

Earthna Village – a public area 

in Baharat Msheireb – was divided 
into three thematic zones: sea, food 
and ancestral tools; and textiles and 
crafts; and displayed indigenous and 
sustainable practices. 

The theme of the two-day inau-
gural summit was ‘Building New Sus-
tainability Pathways for Hot and Arid 
Environments’, and brought together 
sustainability experts and policymak-
ers, including indigenous peoples, to 
learn from each other and exchange 
knowledge.

Global energy transition 
a top issue at Earthna

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

EQUITY and funding are the major 
challenges facing energy transitions, ac-
cording to a session exploring the topic 
on the second day of Qatar Founda-
tion’s Earthna Summit 2023. 

The session brought together a 
group of experts in the field of energy 
and sustainability who discussed how 
international policies are affecting cur-
rent energy transition, and the tools 
and plans countries are using to decar-
bonise their economies.

Shedding light on the challenges 
in the area of global energy transition, 
Omran Hamad Al Kuwari, CEO of Qa-
tar Foundation International (QFI), 
said: “Unfortunately, although re-
newable energy capacity is increasing 
at a rapid pace in various parts of the 
world, that development cannot really 
happen the same way in other coun-
tries. The other challenge is funding 
– how to enable developing countries 
reach their energy transition targets 
and transfer the required resources 
and knowledge to them in a way that 
is equitable.”  

The session also heard from Dr 
Dhabia Al Mohannadi, assistant profes-
sor of Chemical Engineering at Texas 
A&M University in Qatar, who spoke 

about the multiple policies that gov-
ernments can follow to reduce their 
CO2 emission and the need to under-
stand where the emissions come from 
depending on each country’s specific 
emissions profile.  

“In Qatar, a lot of our CO2 emis-
sion is coming from the extraction of 
natural gas and separating CO2 in the 
process of liquified natural gas produc-
tion,” she said. “The rest comes mainly 
from the power and water sector. Once 
the emissions profile is understood, the 
tools that can help in energy transition 
are then looked at. It can be economic 
tools, technological tools or policies that 
are adapted from international level to 
a local level.”

The session reflected that the age of 
unabated fossil fuel production is being 
left behind. Even for companies that 
will continue to use fossil fuels, they are 
trying to reduce their emissions.

Omran Hamad
Al Kuwari

Dr Dhabia
Al Mohannadi

Two-day conference reframes understanding of sustainability in hot and arid countries
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