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SHEIKHA MOZA GRACES EARTHNA 
SUMMIT 2023 CLOSING CEREMONY

Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and 
Community Development, on Thursday attended the closing ceremony of Earthna Summit 2023, which 
was held over two days at Msheireb Downtown Doha, to highlight the efforts of Qatar and hot and arid 
zones in addressing climate change. —(HHOPL/ AR AL BAKER) PAGE 12 

FIFA WORLD CUP QATAR 2022 
WINS BEST TOURISM SPORT FESTIVAL AWARD

QNA
DOHA

THE Arab Union for Tourist 
Media has given the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 the award of 
the best tourism sports festival 
held on an Arab soil in 2022.

This came during the 
Union’s announcement of the 
names of winners of the Tour-
ism Media Awards for 2023, on 
Wednesday in the German capi-
tal, Berlin, on the sidelines of 
ITB Berlin, which was held from 
March 7 to 9 with exhibitors 
from more than 150 countries.

The Jordan Pavilion hosted 
the ceremony, where Jorda-
nian Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Makram Al-Qaisi 
announced the names of the 
winners in the presence of 
officials of the World Tourism 
Organization, the Arab Union 

for Tourist Media and a number 
of tourism officials in the Arab 
countries.

The Arab Tourism Media 
Awards are the highest Arab 
awards for honouring distin-
guished governmental and pri-
vate figures and institutions in 

tourism promotion, hotels and 
tourist destinations in the Arab 
region, in addition to honoring 
the media supporting Arab tour-
ism plans.

The awards included the 
Man of the Arab Heritage 
2023 Award, Arab Heritage 

Personality Award for the year 
2023, the Best City Award 
for Sustainable Tourism, and 
the Best Arab Event Award for 
Sustainable Tourism for the 
Climate Change Conference 
(COP 27), in addition to the 
awards for the best CEO of 
an Arab tourism authority, the 
best personality in the Arab 
tourism bodies, the best Arab 
hotel management, the best 
Arab tourist destination for 
2023, the best Arab tourism 
festival, the best travel and 
tourism agency that supports 
Arab tourism, the best applica-
tion for travel and flight res-
ervations and the best hotel 
suitable for the Arab family.

The names of the winners 
of the tourism media awards, 
which included the fields of 
journalism, radio and television, 
were also announced.

QNA
DOHA

THE Fifth United Nations Con-
ference on the Least Developed 
Countries (LDC5) concluded on 
Thursday at the Qatar National 
Convention Center, with the 
adoption of the “Doha Declara-
tion”, which reinforces the in-
ternational community’s com-
mitment to the Doha Program 
of Action (2022-2031) towards 
the 46 least developed coun-
tries (LDCs).

During the five-day confer-
ence, stakeholders from coun-
tries, international bodies and 
institutions under the theme 
“From Potential to Prosperity” 
pledged financial commitments 
of more than $1.3 billion in 
the form of donations, invest-
ments, loans, aid, development 
projects and technical support, 
with the aim of positively af-
fecting 1.2 billion people living 
in the LDCs, which represents 
a translation of the DPoA into 
tangible results.

Qatar announced a finan-
cial package of $60 million, 
including $10 million to sup-
port the implementation of the 
DPoA, and $50 million to help 
build resilience in LDCs.

The Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia announced $800 million to 
finance development projects 
in the LDCs, starting this year, 
and the Federal Republic of 
Germany allocated $200 mil-
lion in 2023.

Canada announced $35 
million to UNICEF to provide 
Vitamin A supplements in 15 
LDCs to help prevent malnutri-
tion for more than 40 million 
children, as well as $25 million 

to preserve ecosystems and im-
prove biodiversity in Burkina 
Faso.

The EU Commission an-
nounced cooperation agree-
ments that promote sustainable 
investments in Africa, with a 
total investment of more than 
130 million euros.  The Repub-
lic of Finland announced an 
annual event under the name 
“The United Nations Least De-
veloped Countries Forum” in 
Helsinki, in cooperation with 
the Office of the United Na-
tions High Representative for 
the Least Developed Coun-
tries, Landlocked Developing 
Countries and Small Island De-
veloping States, to attract the 
latest ideas that contribute to 
strengthening the capabilities 
of the most vulnerable coun-
tries.

The Green Climate Fund 
announced a new project to 
grant $80 million in equity to 

provide green guarantees for 
businesses and reduce the cost 
of capital, and the United Na-
tions World Tourism Organi-
zation announced the creation 
of a new $10 million Tourism 
Fund for Development, sup-
ported by the TUI Care Foun-
dation, which will invest until 
2030 to support sustainable 
tourism in the LDCs as a major 
driver of development.

The Government of Ka-
zakhstan pledged $50,000 to 
continue in support of the most 
vulnerable member states of 
the United Nations.

In this context, Deputy Sec-
retary-General of the United 
Nations, Amina Mohammed, 
praised the efforts made by 
Qatar to host the LDC5, noting 
Qatar’s unlimited support to-
wards these countries over the 
past years.

LDC5 wraps up 
with adoption of 
Doha Declaration

Doha Declaration reinforces international community’s  
commitment to Doha Program of Action towards 46 LDCs 

During the five-day conference, stakeholders from countries, internation-
al bodies and institutions under the theme 'From Potential to Prosper-
ity' pledged financial commitments of more than $1.3 billion with the 
aim of positively affecting 1.2 billion people living in the LDCs. Qataris to be the first to 

avail UK’s digital  
border permit from Oct
THE United Kingdom on Thurs-

day announced the rollout of 
an Electronic Travel Authorisation 
(ETA) scheme, with visitors from 
Qatar the first to use it from 
October. 

After the initial launch for 
Qatar, visitors from the rest of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states and Jordan can apply for 
an ETA from February 2024. The 
new scheme will replace the cur-
rent Electronic Visa Waiver (EVW) 
Scheme which requires visitors to 
the UK from GCC states to pay a 
higher cost for a single-use visit.

By the end of 2024, ETAs will 
be a requirement worldwide for 
visitors who do not need a visa 
for short stays, including those 

visiting from Europe. Visitors from 
Europe, and other nations such 
as America and Australia do not 
currently need to make any form 
of application to visit to the UK, 
however this will be changing with 
the introduction of ETAs.

By applying for an ETA in 
advance, visitors will benefit from 
smooth and efficient travel. The 
application process will be quick, 
light touch and entirely digital 
with most visitors applying via a 
mobile app and receiving a swift 
decision on their application. The 
cost of an ETA will be in line with 
similar international schemes, 
and individuals can make multiple 
visits to the UK over a two-year 
validity period. (TNN)

QATAR and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
on Thursday signed an agreement to open a headquarters for 
the committee in Doha. The agreement was signed for Qatar 
by Minister of State for Foreign Affairs HE Sultan bin Saad 
Al Muraikhi and for the ICRC by President of the Committee 
Mirjana Spoljaric Egger. The opening of the ICRC headquarters 
in Qatar aims to promote bilateral partnership between the two 
sides in various areas of humanitarian work of common inter-
est, strengthen capabilities and coordination at the level of the 
international humanitarian movement, activate joint activities in 
a way that contributes to achieving the goals of the two sides, 
and strengthen partnerships and activities between the ICRC 
and the local authorities in Qatar. (QNA) 

Qatar, ICRC sign deal to open  
ICRC headquarters in Doha

ASSISTANT Foreign Minis-
ter HE Lolwah bint Rashid 
Al Khater has praised the 
strong and high-level par-
ticipation in the Fifth United 
Nations Conference on the 
Least Developed Countries, 
adding that it represent a 
glimmer of hope for LDC 
who rely on specific commit-
ments that need to be met 
in order for them to face 
their extraordinary chal-
lenges. Al Khater said the 
conference will represent 
a milestone in supporting 
the aspirations of the least 
developed countries and in 
confronting their problems 
for the next decade, through 
the Doha Programme of Ac-
tion (DPoA). (QNA) PAGE 4

LDC5 a lifeline for 
least developed  
countries: Al Khater

Continued on page 2 
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Amir receives message from 
Chairman of Yemen’s Presidential 
Leadership Council 
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
received a written message from Chairman of the Presiden-
tial Leadership Council of Yemen Dr Rashad Al Alimi, pertain-
ing to bilateral relations and the means to enhance them. 
The message was received by Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs HE Sultan bin Saad Al Muraikhi during a meeting with 
Ambassador of Yemen to Qatar HE Rajeh Hussain Badi on 
Thursday. (QNA)

Muraikhi welcomes UN deputy 
secretary-general
MINISTER of State for Foreign Affairs HE Sultan bin Saad Al 
Muraikhi met with Deputy Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Amina Mohammed, on the sidelines of the Fifth 
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Coun-
tries, in Doha on Thursday. During the meeting, they dis-
cussed the strategic relations between Qatar and the United 
Nations and ways to develop them. The UN deputy secretary-
general congratulated Qatar on its success in hosting the 
Fifth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed 
Countries. (QNA

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
meets ambassador of Congo
MINISTER of State for Foreign Affairs HE Sultan bin Saad Al 
Muraikhi met with Ambassador of the Democratic Republic 
of Congo to Qatar HE Valerie Lusamba Kabeya in Doha on 
Thursday. During the meeting, they discussed bilateral rela-
tions. (QNA) 

IEA executive director meets Qatar 
ambassador to France
EXECUTIVE Director of the International Energy Agency (IEA) 
Fatih Birol met with Ambassador of Qatar to France HE Sheikh 
Ali bin Jassem Al Thani on Thursday. During the meeting, they 
discussed bilateral relations between Qatar and the IEA. The 
executive director of the IEA emphasised the importance of the 
role played by Qatar in redefining the horizons of the energy 
sector on the international level, stressing the significance of 
the close and fruitful cooperation between the IEA and Qatar. 
(QNA)

Tajikistan president receives credentials 
of Qatar’s ambassador
PRESIDENT of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon on Thursday re-
ceived the credentials of HE Mubarak bin Abdurrahman Al Nasr 
as ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of Qatar to 
Tajikistan. (QNA)

Speaker of Somalia’s House of People 
meets Qatari envoy
SPEAKER of the House of the People of Somalia Sheikh Adan 
Mohamed Nur Madobe met with Ambassador of Qatar to So-
malia HE Dr Abdullah bin Salem Al Nuaimi. During the meeting, 
they discussed bilateral relations. (QNA)

Qatar committed to promoting
digitisation, education: Minister

QNA
DOHA

QATAR participated in the 67th 
session of the United Nations 
Commission on the Status of 
Women (CSW67), which this 
year focuses on innovation and 
technological change, and educa-
tion in the digital age, to enhance 
work and bridge gaps in this field.

Qatar’s delegation to the ses-
sion was headed by Minister of 
Social Development and Family 
HE Maryam bint Ali bin Nasser 
Al Misnad, via video conference.

HE Al Misnad affirmed that 
Qatar is committed to increas-
ing investment and advancing 
self, bilateral, multilateral and 
international efforts, in order to 
promote digitization and educa-
tion, as they are the main deter-
minants of the human family’s 
path towards overcoming various 
challenges, foremost of which is 
the empowerment of women and 
girls.

She referred to Qatar’s ex-
perience, which focused on de-
veloping the knowledge-based 

economy and providing a digital 
infrastructure from which wom-
en in the country benefited tan-
gibly and significantly, referring 
to the Amir HH Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al-Thani’s definition 
that the economy is based on 
knowledge and its priorities, and 
on creative competition between 
countries in the field of technol-
ogy, as well as the keen interest in 
education, as it is the main key to 
shift towards this type of creative 
innovative economies.

The minister underlined the 

Qatari experience in adopting a 
knowledge-based economy, ac-
cording to which it was able to 
significantly improve human, 
material and structural resources 
over the past two decades. The 
international classification of the 
State of Qatar on digital access in 
global indicators is an affirmation 
of the effectiveness of the relevant 
Qatari experience, she said.

The minister indicated that 
Qatar did not only invest gener-
ously in the field of knowledge-
based economy and infrastruc-

ture development, but it also 
spent heavily on education, which 
was clearly reflected on women, 
pointing out that in 2021, wom-
en’s leadership in Qatar reached 
about 57 percent, which is higher 
than the world average.

She expressed her great op-
timism about the successes of 
Qatari women, expecting that 
these percentages will continue 
to rise thanks to the resources 
and supportive policies given to 
women and their deep involve-
ment in university education, 
as well as the distinguished rep-
resentation that women enjoy 
in many areas of diplomatic, 
security, legal and pioneering 
work.

The minister hailed the topic 
that was chosen as an interna-
tional framework for discussion 
on this important occasion, es-
pecially since it came during a 
period when international efforts 
are concerted, in order to harness 
technology to promote social jus-
tice and empower women’s com-
munities around the world to face 
various challenges.

Quick read ENVIRONMENT MINISTER MEETS GAMBIAN COUNTERPART, AOAD D-G 

Minister of Environment and Climate Change HE Sheikh Dr Faleh bin Nasser bin Ahmed bin Ali Al Thani met with Minister of Environment and 
Climate Change of The Gambia Rohey John Manjang on Thursday. During the meeting, they discussed cooperation related to the environment 
and climate change between the two countries. The Minister of Environment and Climate Change also met with Director-General of the Arab 
Organization for Agricultural Development (AOAD) Ibrahim Adam El Dukhiri and discussed a number of issues related to the environment and 
climate change, and their impact on the agricultural sector. (QNA)

Qatar attends 67th session of UN Commission on Status of Women.

Much can be achieved through partnership, 
multilateral dialogue: UN deputy secy-gen

Continued from page 1
During her speech at the 

closing session of the confer-
ence, Amina Mohammed said, 
“Twice we were thrown off 
course by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. But during that time, 
we never lost sight of the need 
for the world’s most vulnerable 
countries to have this global 
moment. A moment where the 
entire UN system, development 
partners, parliamentarians, the 
private sector and civil society 
all came together with one am-
bition: The determination to 
get the development journeys 
of the LDCs back on track, and 
to bring the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals back within their 
reach”.

She added that the confer-
ence confirmed that a lot can be 
achieved through true partner-
ship and multilateral dialogue, 
as each track (youth, South-
South cooperation, the private 
sector, parliamentarians, and 
civil society) contributed ideas 
for permanent change of these 
countries.

She indicated that the Doha 
Programme of Action is a clear 
blueprint for recovery, renewal 
and resilience in the world’s 
most vulnerable countries, and 
its focus areas respond to the 

major challenges facing the 
least developed countries, and 
define the path to a more pros-
perous and equitable future.

The UN deputy secretary-
general referred to the need of 
the least developed countries 
for large financing, directed at 
what is more important, point-
ing out that for this reason the 
Secretary-General of the United 
Nations called for reforms in the 
international financial struc-
ture, in addition to stimulating 
the goals of sustainable devel-
opment, by increasing financing 
for development by no less than 
about $500 billion a year.

She said, “As we move 
forward with the important 
events of 2023, represented 
by the United Nations Water 
Conference, the Food Systems 
Assessment, the Sustainable 
Development Goals Summit 
in September, and COP 28, we 
must continue to prioritize the 
least developed countries, and 
put first those who are left be-
hind in their own development 
trajectories, which requires G20 
approval of the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals at the Septem-
ber Summit.”

She noted that everyone is 
looking forward to the future 
summit next year, which will 

bring together member states, 
UN agencies, civil society, aca-
demic institutions, the private 
sector and youth, to discuss 
multilateral solutions for a bet-
ter tomorrow.

Her Excellency concluded 
her speech at the closing ses-
sion by saying that the Doha 
Program of Action is dedicated 
to the least developed countries, 
but it is a charter owned by the 
entire international commu-
nity, and a means that brings 
all closer to achieving the goals 
of sustainable development, in-
dicating that commitments and 
responsibilities begin with sign-
ing documents and attending 
conferences.

She added that it should be 
an integral part of all efforts un-
til 2030, especially as least de-
veloped countries cannot wait, 
they need to commit now.

For his part, President of the 
Republic of Malawi, Chairman 
of the Group of Least Developed 
Countries Dr Lazarus Chakw-
era, said that the Fifth United 
Nations Conference on the 
Least Developed Countries had 
succeeded in two basic tests, the 
impressive success in organiza-
tion and reaching a real plan 
that includes new resources for 
the coming years.

Doha Programme of Action and Doha 
Political Declaration constitute legacy 
for Qatar, global community: Muraikhi

QNA 
DOHA 

DOHA Programme of Work 
and Doha Political Declaration 
constitute an important legacy 
for Qatar and the international 
community to cooperate in the 
field of development, as part of 
the humanitarian duty towards 
the people of the least devel-
oped countries, said Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs HE 
Sultan bin Saad Al Muraikhi.

Muraikhi stressed, during his 
presidency of the closing session 
of the Fifth United Nations Con-
ference on the Least Developed 
Countries (LDC5), held in Doha 
from March 5 to 9, that the Doha 
Programme of Work embodied, 
within the framework of six broad 
thematic areas, the main ele-
ments of the sustainable develop-
ment plan for the year 2030.

He discussed the new and 
emerging challenges posed by 
the current global landscape 
and the opportunities it offers.

He explained that this docu-
ment will generate a new impe-
tus for achieving fair, sustain-
able and inclusive economic 
development for all in the least 

developed countries.
Muraikhi expressed Qatar’s 

aspiration for member states, 
parliaments, civil society, the 
private sector, academics and 
youth to play an effective role in 
working to implement the Doha 
Work Programme and achieve 
the desired results in accord-
ance with the commitments 
made during the past five days.

He stressed that these goals 
should not remain on paper, but 
must be translated into actions 
and tangible results, through 
practical measures to bring 
about the desired transforma-
tion in the lives of the people 
of the least developed coun-
tries, pointing to the announce-
ment of the Amir His Highness 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 

Thani, in his opening speech at 
the conference, regarding Qa-
tar’s contribution of $60 mil-
lion, of which $10 million has 
been allocated to support the 
implementation of the activi-
ties of the Doha Programme of 
Action for the Least Developed 
Countries, and $50 million to 
support the outcomes of the 
Doha Programme of Action and 
build adaptation capacities in 
least developed countries.

He said Qatar will not only 
provide financial contributions 
to follow up and monitor the im-
plementation of the Doha Pro-
gramme of Action, but will also 
seek to include issues related to 
the least developed countries at 
the top of the international com-
munity’s priorities and contrib-
ute to efforts to find solutions to 
the urgent problems afflicting 
the least developed countries.

“While Qatar pledges to be at 
the forefront of countries work-
ing to implement the Doha Pro-
gramme of Action, we urge de-
velopment partners to follow the 
example of Qatar and take the in-
itiative to support the implemen-
tation of the Doha Programme of 
Action,” he added.

 HE Sultan bin Saad Al Muraikhi.



Leading national, global entities 
gather support for DFI’s Qumra

QNL collaborates in conference with focus on 
heritage recovery in post-conflict Arab states

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

CHALLENGES and opportuni-
ties in the post-conflict recov-
ery of cultural heritage in the 
Arab world was the focus of an 
international conference or-
ganised by the Doha Institute 
for Graduate Studies in cooper-
ation with the Centre for Con-
flict and Humanitarian Stud-
ies, Qatar National Library and 
Qatar Museums.

Held on 7 and 8 March, 
“Post-Conflict Reconstruc-
tion of Cultural Heritage in the 
Middle East and North Africa” 
gathered practitioners, experts, 
and scholars from different 
disciplines and leading univer-
sities in the region - including 
Egypt and Lebanon, Europe, 
Australia, and the US, to ex-
plore post-conflict heritage 
reconstruction and the man-
agement of cultural resources 
in the context of post-conflict 
societal recovery. 

Over the past decades, a 
succession of armed conflicts 
within the region has seen the 
destruction of numerous tan-
gible artefacts with historical, 

spiritual, and aesthetic values. 
Against this background, the 
interdisciplinary discussions 
ensured an in-depth analysis 
of the complexities in heritage 
reconstruction and recovery 
in Iraq, Libya, and Syria; safe-
guarding Palestine’s cultural 
heritage; challenges to engag-
ing local communities; and 
women’s agency in preserving 
intangible cultural heritage, 
among many other topics. 

In his opening address, Dr. 
Abdelwahab El Affendi, presi-
dent of the Doha Institute for 
Graduate Studies and provost 
of the Doha Institute for Grad-
uate Studies, Qatar, said: “The 
recent events and disasters 
that befell the region and the 
rest of the world alerted us to 
the fragility of some aspects of 
our existence, on top of which 
is the cultural heritage. The 
State of Qatar plays a leading 
role in the efforts to rebuild 
and preserve heritage.”

While putting the challeng-
es into focus, several speakers 
highlighted Qatar’s regional 
and global leadership in sup-
porting post-recovery and cul-
tural heritage reconstruction 

in the Arab region. Dr. Fatema 
Al Sulaiti, director of the In-
ternational Cooperation De-
partment at Qatar Museums 
(QM), elaborated on the efforts 
by QM in the MENA region, 
as well as representing Qatar 
on UNESCO’s Committee for 
Protection of Cultural Property 
in the Event of Armed Conflict. 
She said that “Cultural heritage 
has a value that people com-
municate with, and it has many 
aspects and tools.” 

In a session on “Cultural 
Heritage Aid, Qatar, and the 
World”, Stephane Ipert, direc-
tor of distinctive collections at 
Qatar National Library, spoke 
of the Library’s mission to 
safeguard documentary cul-
tural heritage under threat. 
With a crucial role as an IFLA 
Preservation and Conservation 
Regional Centre, the Library 
has launched several projects 
and also works with partners 
to support on-the-ground re-
habilitation initiatives. The 
Himaya project supports ef-
forts to counter the trafficking 
and illegal circulation of docu-
mentary heritage in the region.

Commenting afterward, 

Ipert said: “The immense scale 
of cultural heritage destruction 
over the past decade has creat-
ed an urgent need for a critical 
interrogation of reconstruction 
and recovery in the region. The 
interdisciplinary conversations 
at the conference helped us all 
better understand individual ef-
forts and collectively find ways 
to strengthen their cumulative 
impact. It has been especially 
valuable to explore the growing 
body of scholarship and con-
tribute towards creating a com-
parative knowledge base that 
helps our endeavours.”

Alongside the scholarly dis-
cussions, Dr. Nour A. Muna-
war, postdoctoral research 
fellow at the Doha Institute 
for Graduate Studies, curated 
a photo exhibition that vividly 
depicted the enormous dam-
age to the invaluable cultural 
heritage of Syria and Iraq dur-
ing highly destructive conflicts. 
Titled “Between Aleppo and 
Mosul”, the exhibition high-
lighted the scale and extent of 
the destruction.

For more about Qatar Na-
tional Library, please visit 
www.qnl.qa

MERIAM JELLITI 
DOHA 

THE focus of the attendees of 
the just concluded Fifth Unit-
ed Nations Conference on the 
Least Developed Countries 
(LDC5) was the Doha Pro-
gramme of Action, which is 
an ambitious 10-year action-
plan to get the world’s most 
vulnerable countries back on 
track after the recent devastat-
ing events and ongoing global 
challenges, and accelerating 
towards realising the global 
vision for sustainable develop-
ment outlined in the Sustain-
able Development Goals.

Speaking to Qatar Tribune, 
Adam Pensotti, head of Canon 
Young People Programme 
and EMEA social initiatives, 
stressed that this is not their 
first collaboration with the 
UN, but it is certainly the big-
gest. “We have gone global 
with what we are offering with 
the Canon Young People Pro-
gramme. Running since 2016, 
the programme has been built 
on the back of UN Sustainable 
Development Goals. Those 17 
goals have been giving us a 
framework to support young 
people with education, inspira-
tion, and empowerment since 
beginning. We started in a few 
countries and it has grown ever 
since”, he said 

Pensotti said that Canon’s 
relationship with the UN began 
with the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals action team based 
in Germany, “We began with a 
collaboration, a local event and 
sent some of our young people 
to cover it as journalists.”

“Our first priority during 
2020 with the beginning of the 

pandemic was to finish what we 
started. From the point of view 
of education, we worked effec-
tively online and reached out to 
our partners across countries 
to reach to the young people”, 
he said 

He said that Canon’s re-
lationship with the UN has 
broadened. “We started collab-
orating with the Arab states the 
same year as part of the UNDP 
and UN Women. We ran pro-
grammes in Libya and at Dubai 
expo, and we are continuing 
our collaboration with the Arab 
states as we are planning to 
start a project targeting young 
people in Lebanon.”

“The UN approached us in 
2021 to work together to help 
support the delegates. They 
choose delegates from each of 
the member countries, which 
now number 46, enabling them 
to tell stories about the world 
around them. We chose to en-
gage with the ones who really 
wanted to be involved. So we 
had to confine the list to just 
over 30, all under 27. We sent 
cameras to the chosen ones 
and provided free education 
on how to use them to tell their 
stories”, he added.

An exhibition of the young 
photographers’ works put up at 
LDC5 in Doha. The works will 
also be exhibited at the head-
quarters in New York. “We are 
seeing the world through their 
eyes and that’s what’s most 
important. Each photograph 
comes with a small story. We 
are enabling the storytelling, 
and this is personal. These 
were human stories that these 
young people were showing 
to such a global audience”, he 
concluded.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AS part of its 360-degree ap-
proach to health and wellbe-
ing, Banana Island Resort 
Doha’s Anantara Spa recently 
launched “Women’s Wednes-
days,” a comprehensive spa 
journey uniquely curated for 
women. 

The launch coincided with 
the beginning of this month 
which is also recognised as the 
“Women’s Month” 

“Invite your dearest lady 
friends and work colleagues, 
unwind in style and share an 
indulgent range of holistic 
treatments together,” Banana 
Island Resort Doha’s Anantara 
Spa said in a press statement.

 The journey starts with 
refreshing welcome drinks, a 
quick consultation, and then a 
tour of the spa facilities.

This will be followed by a 
delightful 60-minute Turk-
ish or Moroccan bath at one 
of the grandest Hammam fa-
cilities in Doha. Guests have 
complimentary access and use 
of other facilities as desired 
– such as the Jacuzzi, plunge 
pool, sauna, and steam bath 
– before going to the lush spa 
garden for a lovely high tea 
with some healthy snacks and 
drinks. 

In between, some valuable 
advice will be given by the spa 
guru, sharing about nutrition, 
healthy sleep, yoga and medi-
tation, beauty and skin care. 
The pampering continues with 
another 60 minutes of the sig-

nature Arabian oud oil body 
massage in an overwater treat-
ment suite. A revitalising facial 
massage completes this blissful 
day for guests.

Altogether, it is really a 
game changer for the wellbe-
ing of those joining. Women 
deserve to be spoilt every now 
and then, and this experience 
suits perfectly. A special goody 

bag awaits every participant 
as she leaves Anantara Spa, 
a memorable takeaway of a 
much-needed self-care time at 
Banana Island Resort Doha.

“To enhance this one of a 
kind spa journey, you and your 
friends or work colleagues have 
the option to stay at one of the 
resort’s breathtaking overwater 
villas, as a separate customis-
able group package with at-
tractive rates,” the statement 
added. 

The renowned Anantara 
Spa at Banana Island Resort 
Doha is a go-to destination 
for the finest treatments, from 
ancient to modern, Arabian to 
Asian, relaxing to therapeutic. 
It boasts of distinctive sensory 
experiences ideal for total reju-
venation of the body, mind and 
spirit.

For inquiries and bookings, 
please call +974 4040 5158 or 
WhatsApp +974 6695 8086.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

LEADING cultural, corporate 
and media entities from Qa-
tar and around the world have 
partnered with the Doha Film 
Institute (DFI) to deliver a 
memorable Qumra 2023 – the 
Institute’s annual industry in-
cubator event – to be held in an 
innovative hybrid format with 
in-person events from today to 
March 15, and online sessions 
from March 19 to 21. 

The organisations have 
united to underline their com-
mitment to Qumra as a com-
pelling platform for the de-
velopment and promotion of 
emerging film talent that also 
engages the public through its 
Qumra Screenings and Master-
classes. While several partners 
are returning supporters across 
multiple editions, new partners 
have joined this year’s edition. 

Fatma Al Ghanim, direc-
tor of Marketing and Com-
munications at the Doha Film 
Institute, said: “Qumra is the 
region’s definitive film industry 

event and truly unique in how it 
unites experts from across the 
cinematic universe in a com-
mon goal – to nurture inde-
pendent new voices in cinema. 
We are honoured that leading 
national and international or-
ganisations share our mission 
and vision for a vibrant film 
industry, and enthusiastically 
support our initiatives. 

“Qumra has evolved as a 
crucial platform that facilitates 
filmmakers’ script-to-screen 
journey. We are so grateful for 
the commitment of our part-

ners from Qatar and beyond to 
support promising emerging 
talent and continue to shape its 
success.”

Museums, the Museum of 
Islamic Art and M7 have come 
on board as Cultural Partners 
of Qumra 2023. This year’s 
hybrid event is Supported By 
Alwadi Doha – MGallery Ho-
tel Collection is the event’s Of-
ficial Hotel Partner; Darwish 
Holding (FNAC/SONY) is Of-
ficial Electronics Partner; Qa-
tar Airways is Official Airlines 
Partner; Aldo Coppola, Blu-

men Floral Art and Design and 
MATAR-Qatar Company for 
Airports Operation and Man-
agement. 

Friends of this latest edition 
of Qumra are Sarajevo Film 
Festival, British Council and 
the French Embassy in Qatar. 
Qumra 2023 is Promoted by I 
Love Qatar, Qatar Living and 
Doha News. Qommunication 
is the Social Media Partner, 
while international trade pub-
lications Deadline and Screen 
Daily are Media Partners. 

Forty-four (44) films, in-
cluding feature narratives, 
documentaries, web series 
and shorts have been selected 
for the Doha Film Institute’s 
Qumra 2023, the Institute’s 
annual industry incubator 
event. Qumra 2023 will offer 
networking and development 
opportunities for the selected 
projects from 23 countries as 
part of Qumra’s mission to 
accelerate the success of film-
makers from the region and 
beyond and prepare them to 
bring their projects to audi-
ences around the world. 

UN, Canon Europe 
take LDC youths’ 

stories to the world

Banana Island Resort 
Doha’s Anantara Spa 
launches ‘Women’s 

Wednesdays’ offering

 The journey starts with 
refreshing welcome drinks, 
a quick consultation, and 
then a tour of the spa 
facilities

Assistant FM stresses need to 
empower women in all fields

QNA 
NEW YORK

ASSISTANT Foreign Minister 
HE Lolwah bint Rashid Al Khat-
er on Wednesday participated 
in the ‘Women in Islam: Under-
standing the Rights and Identity 
of Women in the Islamic World’ 
conference, held on the sidelines 
of the 67th Session of the Com-
mission on the Status of Women 
(CSW67) at the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York.

The conference is organ-
ised by Pakistan, which chairs 
the current 48th session of the 
Council of Foreign Ministers of 
the Organization of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC). 

The inaugural and the high-
level part of the conference is 
chaired by Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of Pakistan Bilawal Bhut-
to Zardari with the participation 

of President of the 77th Session 
of the UN General Assembly 
Csaba Korosi, Executive Director 
of UN Women Sima Bahous, HE 
Chair of the Bureau for the 67th 
session of the Commission on the 
Status of Women (CSW) Mathu 
Joyini.

In her speech at the confer-
ence, Khater renewed Qatar’s 
emphasis on the importance of 
empowering women in all fields, 
pointing out that the Constitu-

tion of the State of Qatar en-
shrined the principle of equality 
for all citizens in terms of rights 
and obligations, in addition to 
equality of all before the law 
without discrimination. 

She added that Qatar car-
ried these values through its re-
gional and international efforts 
to achieve this goal and support 
projects that aim to improve the 
lives of women around the world.

She stressed the need for 
the international community 
to work closely to ensure the 
establishment of societies that 
empower Muslim women and 
help them achieve their rights 
in both Muslim-majority and 
non-Muslim-majority countries, 
pointing out that this conference 
is a first step in the right direction 
towards change.

The assistant FM pointed 
out that the status of women is a 

question that must be answered 
outside the scope of politicisa-
tion, saying, “What we are wit-
nessing today is the transfor-
mation of women’s issues from 
a legitimate concern to a po-
liticised and controversial topic, 
and a war of identities between 
the various parties, forgetting 
the essence of the issue, which 
are the rights established by the 
Islamic religion and law, before 
international treaties touched 
upon them.”

She said the challenges fac-
ing women around the world 
are almost similar in essence, 
as women have to deal on a 
daily basis with discrimination, 
violence, invisible barriers and 
much more, noting that these 
problems are exacerbated in 
particular for Muslim women as 
their rights are politicised under 
many pretexts.

HE Lolwah bint Rashid Al Khater
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A
SSISTANT Foreign Minister HE 
Lolwah bint Rashid Al Khater has 
praised the strong and high-level 
participation in the Fifth United 
Nations Conference on the Least 

Developed Countries, adding that it rep-
resent a glimmer of hope for LDC who 
rely on specific commitments that need 
to be met in order for them to face their 
extraordinary challenges.

Speaking exclusively to Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), Al Khater said the confer-
ence will represent a milestone in sup-
porting the aspirations of the least devel-
oped countries and in confronting their 
problems for the next decade, through 
the Doha Programme of Action (DPoA), 
which the UN Secretary-General said 
represents a lifeline for LDCs in the short 
term, implements the sustainable devel-
opment goals in the medium term, and 
provides development and prosperity in 
the long-term.

She said that the DPoA (2022-2031) 
is based on a package of ambitious goals, 
most notably the eradication of extreme 
poverty, enabling more countries to 
emerge from being categorized as least 
developed countries, facilitating access to 
sustainable and innovative financing, ad-
dressing inequalities, and various forms 
of support provided Least Developed 
Countries to forge the broadest possible 
coalition of multi-stakeholder partner-
ships.

She pointed out that the least devel-
oped countries face interest rates eight 
times higher than those offered to devel-
oped countries, and that 25 percent of de-
veloping economies spend more than 20 
percent to provide and bear the costs of 
debt.

She stressed that Qatar’s hosting - as 
the first Arab and Gulf country - of the 
conference in its fifth edition represents 
a new success for Qatari diplomacy and 
an affirmation of the international com-
munity’s appreciation and unlimited 
confidence in the State of Qatar, which is 
demonstrating day after day its great and 
distinguished capabilities in organizing 
and hosting international conferences 
and events. And major global events, and 
not far from mind its exceptional success 
in organizing the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022.

Al Khater added that the confidence of 
the international community in Qatar has 
been strengthened by its firm support and 
permanent solidarity with the least devel-
oped countries, and its relentless keen-
ness to make all efforts to support these 
countries to achieve their legitimate aspi-

rations for development and progress. 
In the same context, she indicated that 

the State of Qatar always extends a help-
ing hand and provides the urgent needs of 
countries, peoples and societies suffering 
from conflicts, humanitarian crises, pov-
erty and debt. 

The value of humanitarian and devel-
opment assistance provided by the State 
of Qatar in the past year through the Qa-
tar Fund for Development exceeded $700 
million, and it contributed to the imple-
mentation of a number of projects and 
programs for a number of United Nations 
organizations to support the least devel-
oped countries.

The last contribution of Qatar was the 
announcement of His Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Ham-
ad Al Thani, at the opening of this confer-
ence, to provide a financial contribution 
of a total amount of $60 million to sup-
port the development process in the least 
developed countries. 

His Highness followed the declara-
tion by inviting development partners to 
follow Qatar’s and to take the initiative 
to support the implementation of the 
Doha Programme of Action as part of the 
humanitarian and development duty to-
wards the people of the least developed 
countries.

Al Khater also stressed that the world 
was facing increasing challenges today 
from the repercussions of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Russian-Ukrainian crisis 
which compounded those challenges. 
She also said that geopolitical tensions 
and successive changes inevitably affect 
the plans to support the least developed 
countries, explaining that the State of Qa-
tar is always seeking to work with its in-
ternational partners to provide the neces-
sary support, and to contribute effectively 
to facing these challenges and bridging 
gaps. The State of Qatar is also keen to 
implement the outputs of the Doha Pro-
gramme of Action and turn them into tan-
gible results.

Al Khater reaffirmed that the develop-
ment partners have a great responsibil-
ity to ensure that these countries receive 
the required level of support to achieve 
the desired goals, as international efforts 
have contributed during the past years 
to the exit of a number of countries from 
the category of least developed countries, 
the Doha Programme of Action sets other 
important goals, such as enabling an ad-
ditional 15 least developed countries to 
achieve exit criteria from the least devel-
oped country category and doubling ex-
port and aid quotas for trade with these 
countries.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION AND ANALYSIS PAGES ARE THE AUTHORS’ OWN. QATAR TRIBUNE BEARS NO RESPONSIBILITY.

LDC5 A Lifeline For Least 
Developed Countries:  

Assistant FM Al Khater
The Fifth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries represents a 
glimmer of hope for LDCs who rely on specific commitments that need to be met in 

order for them to face their extraordinary challenges: Al Khater

ERIC SCHWITZGEBEL AND 
 HENRY SHEVLIN

E
VEN a couple of years ago, the 
idea that artificial intelligence 
might be conscious and capable 
of subjective experience seemed 
like pure science fiction. But in 

recent months, we’ve witnessed a diz-
zying flurry of developments in AI, in-
cluding language models like ChatGPT 
and Bing Chat with remarkable skill at 
seemingly human conversation.

Given these rapid shifts and the 
flood of money and talent devoted to 
developing ever smarter, more hu-
manlike systems, it will become in-
creasingly plausible that AI systems 
could exhibit something like con-
sciousness. But if we find ourselves se-
riously questioning whether they are 
capable of real emotions and suffer-
ing, we face a potentially catastrophic 
moral dilemma: either give those sys-
tems rights, or don’t.

Experts are already contemplating 
the possibility. In February 2022, Ilya 
Sutskever, chief scientist at OpenAI, 
publicly pondered whether “today’s 
large neural networks are slightly con-
scious.” A few months later, Google 
engineer Blake Lemoine made inter-
national headlines when he declared 

that the computer language model, 
or chatbot, LaMDA might have real 
emotions. Ordinary users of Replika, 
advertised as “the world’s best AI 
friend,” sometimes report falling in 
love with it.

Right now, few consciousness sci-
entists claim that AI systems possess 
significant sentience. However, some 
leading theorists contend that we al-
ready have the core technological in-
gredients for conscious machines. We 
are approaching an era of legitimate 
dispute about whether the most ad-
vanced AI systems have real desires 
and emotions and deserve substantial 
care and solicitude.

The AI systems themselves might 
begin to plead, or seem to plead, for 
ethical treatment. They might de-
mand not to be turned off, reformat-
ted or deleted; beg to be allowed to do 
certain tasks rather than others; insist 
on rights, freedom and new powers; 
perhaps even expect to be treated as 
our equals.

In this situation, whatever we 
choose, we face enormous moral risks.

Suppose we respond conservative-
ly, declining to change law or policy 
until there’s widespread consensus 
that AI systems really are meaning-
fully sentient. While this might seem 

appropriately cautious, it also guaran-
tees that we will be slow to recognize 
the rights of our AI creations. If AI 
consciousness arrives sooner than the 
most conservative theorists expect, 
then this would likely result in the 
moral equivalent of slavery and mur-
der of potentially millions or billions 
of sentient AI systems — suffering on 
a scale normally associated with wars 
or famines.

It might seem ethically safer, then, 
to give AI systems rights and moral 
standing as soon as it’s reasonable 
to think that they might be sentient. 
But once we give something rights, 
we commit to sacrificing real human 
interests on its behalf. Human well-
being sometimes requires controlling, 
altering and deleting AI systems. Im-
agine if we couldn’t update or delete 

a hate-spewing or lie-peddling algo-
rithm because some people worry that 
the algorithm is conscious. Or imagine 
if someone lets a human die to save an 
AI “friend.” If we too quickly grant AI 
systems substantial rights, the human 
costs could be enormous.

There is only one way to avoid 
the risk of over-attributing or under-
attributing rights to advanced AI sys-
tems: Don’t create systems of debata-
ble sentience in the first place. None of 
our current AI systems are meaning-
fully conscious. They are not harmed 
if we delete them. We should stick 
with creating systems we know aren’t 
significantly sentient and don’t de-
serve rights, which we can then treat 
as the disposable property they are.

Some will object: It would hamper 
research to block the creation of AI 
systems in which sentience, and thus 
moral standing, is unclear — systems 
more advanced than ChatGPT, with 
highly sophisticated but not human-
like cognitive structures beneath their 
apparent feelings. Engineering pro-
gress would slow down while we wait 
for ethics and consciousness science 
to catch up. But reasonable caution 
is rarely free. It’s worth some delay 
to prevent moral catastrophe. Lead-
ing AI companies should expose their 

technology to examination by inde-
pendent experts who can assess the 
likelihood that their systems are in the 
moral gray zone.

Even if experts don’t agree on the 
scientific basis of consciousness, they 
could identify general principles to de-
fine that zone — for example, the prin-
ciple to avoid creating systems with 
sophisticated self-models (e.g. a sense 
of self) and large, flexible cognitive 
capacity. Experts might develop a set 
of ethical guidelines for AI companies 
to follow while developing alternative 
solutions that avoid the gray zone of 
disputable consciousness until such a 
time, if ever, they can leap across it to 
rights-deserving sentience.

In keeping with these standards, 
users should never feel any doubt 
whether a piece of technology is a tool 
or a companion.

(Eric Schwitzgebel is a 
professor of philosophy at 

UC Riverside and author of 
“A Theory of Jerks and Other 

Philosophical Misadventures.” 
Henry Shevlin is a senior 

researcher specializing in 
nonhuman minds at the Lev-

erhulme Centre for the Future 
of Intelligence, University of 

Cambridge.)

EVERY March, it’s the same old thing. On the second Sunday, 
we set the clocks forward an hour to begin daylight saving 
time (or increasingly, our smart devices do it automatically) 

and then spend the next few days slightly discombobulated and 
wondering why we still practice this odd ritual.

By the time the following Sunday rolls around, our disturbed 
schedules have adjusted and we forget about the week of missed 
appointments or bad sleep. At least until the first Sunday in No-
vember, when we do the same thing in reverse to return to stand-
ard time.

Let’s do something different this year. After the time shift on 
Sunday, let’s not forget how ridiculous it is to follow this twice-
a-year ritual, created for a purpose few remember (something 
about farmers? Or kids walking to school?). Let us remember this 
foolishness and call on elected officials to end this outdated tradi-
tion and allow Americans to stick to one time year-round.

The good news is that many of our leaders in Washington 
have already voted in favor of ending the clock switching. Last 
March, just two days after the clocks moved forward an hour, the 
U.S. Senate unanimously passed the Sunshine Protection Act au-
thored by Sen. Marco Rubio that would have kept the U.S. on 
permanent daylight saving time. Who says there’s nothing that 
Republicans and Democrats can agree upon? (Some senators 
later admitted they didn’t realize they were doing so, according 
to Buzzfeed News.)

But the momentum was halted after then-Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi failed to bring the legislation up for a vote in the House. 
Boo.

Rubio reintroduced the bill last week, and Rep. Vern Bu-
chanan, a Florida Republican, is carrying the House version. Per-

haps this year, 
with political po-
larization deeper 
than ever, new 
House Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy 
will see the wis-
dom in passing 
this bipartisan 
bill and show 
that his leader-
ship can produce 
more than politi-
cal sideshows.

There’s no 
guarantee that 
all Democrats 
will play along, 
but those from 
states, includ-
ing California, 

that have shown strong support for repealing the law ought to. 
In 2018, a majority of California voters approved Proposition 7, 
supporting an end to clock-switching. And at least 18 other states, 
including Florida, have passed resolutions or otherwise indicated 
the same preference.

And two US states long ago jettisoned the idea of daylight sav-
ing time: Arizona is the only continental US state that refuses to 
join the time shift tradition, thus ensuring that no one outside the 
state knows what time it is in Phoenix. (Adding to the confusion, 
the northeastern corner of Arizona within the Navajo nation does 
recognize daylight time.) Hawaii doesn’t observe daylight saving 
time either, but that’s more practical because its southerly loca-
tion means the length of daytime doesn’t fluctuate much from 
season to season.

There’s a growing call to end the switch for health reasons, 
as moving the clock back and forth abruptly upsets our circadian 
cycles, and can mean bad patches of sleep after each switch. And 
a few studies have suggested there’s a connection between poor 
sleep as a result of the time change and increased traffic accidents 
and heart attacks.

The US adopted uniform daylight saving time more than a 
half-century ago in part to conserve energy, which didn’t happen 
in any meaningful way. It’s a tradition whose time is up.

End Time-Shift 
Insanity! Give Us  

Permanent Daylight 
Saving Time Now

Is It Time To Start Considering Personhood Rights For AI Chatbots?
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AGENCIES 

ISRAELI forces have killed 
three Palestinians in a raid in 
Jenin in the northern occupied 
West Bank, less than 48 hours 
after six others were killed in 
another raid on the city.

The Palestinian Ministry 
of Health said the three men 
shot dead on Thursday morn-
ing were identified as Ahmad 
Fashafsheh, 22, Sufian Fak-
houri, 26, and Nayef Malay-
sheh, 25.

A fourth person – 14-year-
old Walid Nassar – also died on 
Thursday from injuries he suf-
fered after he was shot by the 
Israeli military on Tuesday, ac-
cording to the health ministry.

Fashafsheh, Fakhouri and 
Malaysheh were shot dead in-
side a car in the village of Jaba, 
south of Jenin, in what has 

been described by Palestinians 
as an “execution”.

Israeli special forces, in-
cluding undercover units in ci-
vilian clothing, raided Jaba at 
6am (04:00 GMT).

Local media outlets report-
ed that an exchange of fire be-
tween Palestinian fighters and 
Israeli forces ensued.

Israeli authorities said in a 
statement that the operation, 
which involved border police, 
the army and the intelligence, 
was intended “to arrest wanted 
persons on the basis of several 
shooting operations” targeting 
the Israeli army.

“During the operation, 
shots were fired at the [Israeli] 
forces from the car of the want-
ed persons, after which we re-
sponded and killed three armed 
men who were in the car,” the 
statement said, claiming that 

weapons were found in the car.
Al Jazeera’s Jerusalem bu-

reau chief, Walid al-Omari, 
said that the three Palestinians 
killed in the raid were fighters 
from the Jaba Brigades, affiliat-
ed with the Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad.

Images shared by journal-
ists and residents showed the 
car almost destroyed, with its 
roof peeled off and windows 
shattered.

Jawad Khaliliyeh, the Fa-
tah party’s secretary in Jaba, 
told the official Palestinian 
news agency Wafa that Israeli 
forces fired at the car “from 
point-blank range” and added 
that the army also surrounded 
a house and arrested the man 
who was in it.

The Palestinian Authority 
(PA) also critcised the raid.

“They [the Israelis] are the 

blind force that spreads terror 
and intimidation to discourage 
our people from continuing the 
struggle, which has not and will 
not stop, no matter the sacri-
fices,” said PA spokesperson 
Ibrahim Melhem.

On Tuesday, Israeli forces 
carried out a large-scale raid on 
the Jenin refugee camp, killing 
six men and injuring 26 others 
with live ammunition, includ-
ing at least two who remain in 
critical condition.

A general strike swept 
across the West Bank on 
Wednesday in protest against 
the killings.

Israeli forces and settlers 
have killed 78 Palestinians 
since the start of 2023, includ-
ing 14 children and a woman.

Thirteen Israelis and one 
Ukrainian have also been killed 
in Palestinian attacks this year.

Israeli special forces kill three 
Palestinians in Jenin shootout

Children check a vehicle after three Palestinians were shot dead by Israeli border police in Jaba in the occupied West Bank on Thursday. (AFP)

SEOUL: North Korea has fired at least one ballistic missile in 
the direction of the Yellow Sea between China and the Korean 
peninsula, according to the South Korean armed forces.

The missile was fired on Thursday evening in the area 
around the port city of Nampo on the west coast, the general 
staff in Seoul said. It was a short-range ballistic missile. It was 
not initially known how far it flew.

North Korea is prohibited from testing ballistic missiles by 
UN resolutions. Depending on their design, such missiles can 
be equipped with a nuclear warhead. North Korea has increased 
the scope and speed of its missile tests since last year. (DPA)

North Korea fires at least one ballistic 
missile, says Seoul

News 
in brief

Death toll from Indonesian landslide rises 
to 30, dozens missing

JAKARTA: The death toll from a landslide that buried homes in a 
village on Indonesia’s Natuna islands has risen to 30, while 
24 people are still missing, local officials said on Thursday.

Children as young as 3 years old were among those killed 
in the landslide in the Serasan district, according to a list of 
victims’ names released by the police.

“So far 30 bodies have been recovered. We’re still trying to 
find 24 more,” said Abdul Rahman, the head of the local search 
and rescue agency.  More than 100 officers from the provincial 
police headquarters were deployed to support the local force of 
50 officers in the rescue operation, according to provincial police 
spokesman Harry Goldenhardt.

They were joined by two sniffer dogs from Jakarta, he said.
The Natuna islands are located in the South China Sea, 

about 1,100 kilometres north-east of Jakarta.
Parts of Indonesia are prone to landslides during the rainy 

season, which usually lasts from October to April. (DPA)

Pakistani court overturns broadcast ban 
on ex-PM Khan’s speeches  
ISLAMABAD: A court in Pakistan on Thursday overturned a ban 
by the country’s media regulator on broadcasting the speeches 
of opposition leader Imran Khan, calling the ban a restriction of 
freedom of expression.

The Lahore High Court in the eastern province of Punjab 
ordered that the ban be withdrawn after a brief hearing of a peti-
tion filed by Khan’s lawyers, judge Shams Mirza announced.

Pakistan’s Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (PEMRA) 
banned satellite TV channels from broadcasting Khan’s speech-
es, accusing him of maligning the army and promoting hatred.

The regulator imposed the ban late Sunday after Khan held 
a “provocative” speech in Lahore following an attempt to arrest 
him. The former premier evaded arrest and accused Pakistan’s 
spy agency of arresting and torturing his political aides.  

Khan was removed by Pakistan’s parliament through a no-
confidence vote last year, but he blamed his political opponents 
for hatching a conspiracy with the United States to topple his 
government. (DPA)

At least 14 people drown as 
Italy-bound boat sinks off Tunisia

Taliban governor of Afghanistan’s 
Balkh province killed in blast

Ram Chandra Paudel elected 
Nepal’s new presidentPower restored at major Ukrainian nuke plant

AGENCIES 

AT least 14 people from sub-
Saharan African countries have 
drowned off Tunisia as they 
tried to reach Europe by boat in 
the latest tragedy on the Medi-
terranean Sea.

Tunisia’s coastguard said in 
a statement on Wednesday that 
officers the previous night had 
intercepted “a group whose boat 
had sunk, rescuing 54 people 
of various sub-Saharan African 
nationalities and recovering 14 
bodies”.

Keep reading Faouzi Mas-
moudi, a spokesman for the 
court in charge of the investi-
gation, told AFP the dead were 
from two sunken migrant boats.

Masmoudi said three refu-
gees died and 34 were rescued 
in one sinking on Tuesday, fol-
lowed Wednesday by 11 deaths 
in a separate incident with 20 
rescued.

No other information was 
immediately available.

Hundreds of people have 
drowned off Tunisia in recent 
months as attempted crossings 
from Tunisia and Libya to Italy 
have increased.

The coastline at Sfax in east-
central Tunisia has become a 
major departure point for peo-
ple fleeing poverty and conflict 
in Africa and the Middle East for 
a shot at a better life in Europe.

Life in Tunisia has progres-
sively worsened since President 
Kais Saied said on February 21 
that migration from sub-Saha-
ran Africa aimed to change Tu-
nisia’s national identity.

The remarks, which drew in-
ternational condemnation, have 
led to what has been described 
by advocacy groups as a racist 
backlash against people from 
sub-Saharan African countries 
as well as Black Tunisians.

The far-right Tunisian Na-

tional Party has led a campaign 
calling for the expulsion of sub-
Saharan African immigrants, 
framing immigration to Tunisia 
from other parts of Africa as 
being part of an effort to initi-
ate demographic change in the 
country.

The deaths announced on 
Wednesday add to the grim toll 
of refugees drowning as they at-
tempt the perilous crossing of 
the Mediterranean, the world’s 
deadliest migration route.

More than 25,000 people 
have died or have gone missing 
since 2014, according to data 
collected by the International 
Organization for Migration’s 
Missing Migrants Project.

Italy said in February that 
more than 32,000 people, in-
cluding 18,000 Tunisians, 
reached its shores from Tunisia 
last year, while thousands more 
have departed from neighbour-
ing Libya.

AGENCIES 

A bomb blast in Afghanistan’s 
northern Balkh province has 
killed three people, including its 
Taliban governor, police said.

“Two people, including Mo-
hammad Dawood Muzammil, 
the governor of Balkh, have 
been killed in an explosion this 
morning,” police spokesman 
Asif Waziri said on Thursday.

Waziri said the blast hap-
pened on the second floor of his 
office in the provincial capital 
of Mazar-i-Sharif.

“It was a suicide attack. 
We don’t have information 
as to how the suicide bomber 
reached the office of the gover-
nor,” he said, adding that two 
people were also wounded.

No one immediately 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack, but a regional affiliate of 
the ISIL group is a key rival of 

the ruling Taliban.
The killing of Muzammil, 

known for his resistance to the 
ISIL in the area, came a day 
after he met top government 
officials visiting from capi-
tal Kabul. The killing makes 
Muzammil one of the highest-
ranking figures slain since the 

Taliban stormed back to power 
in 2021. 

Violence across Afghani-
stan dramatically dropped 
since the Taliban seized con-
trol, but the security situation 
has again deteriorated with 
ISIL claiming several deadly 
attacks.

DPA 
KATHMANDU 

LAWMAKERS in Nepal elect-
ed Ram Chandra Paudel as the 
next president, the third per-
son to assume the highest of-
fice in the country since it was 
declared a republic in 2008.

In the two-man race for 
the largely ceremonial posi-
tion, Paudel secured 33,802 
votes. His rival, Subash 
Chandra Nembang, received 
15,518 votes, the state-owned 
Gorkhapatra online portal re-
ported.

Paudel, 78, received sup-
port from several parties, in-
cluding the Communist Party 
of Nepal (Maoist Centre) led by 
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal Prachanda.

Paudel began his political 
career as a student leader dur-
ing the decades-long partyless 
Panchayat system that lasted 
to 1990.

He was imprisoned while 
fighting against the former 

king’s rule and later served as 
a speaker, home minister, and 
acting president of his party.

The tenure of the outgo-
ing president, Bidya Devi 
Bhandari, ends on March 12.

In Nepal, the president is 
elected by an electoral college 
consisting of federal and pro-
vincial lawmakers, with their 
votes carrying varying weights.

The president has lim-
ited power in Nepal, while the 
prime minister serves as the 
head of the government.

The elections came at a 
time of political uncertainty 
following elections held last 
year delivered a hung parlia-
ment.

Following Prime Minister 
Dahal’s decision to support 
Paudel in the presidential bid, 
the CPN-UML, the second-
largest party that supported 
Dahal to become prime min-
ister, accused him of failing to 
honour a power-sharing agree-
ment and broke off ties with 
the ruling coalition.

DPA 
KIEV 

THE external power supply to 
the Zaporizhzhya nuclear plant 
in southern Ukraine has been 
restored, the state electricity 
provider Ukrenergo reported, 
after a renewed emergency 
triggered widespread concerns 
of a potential accident at the 
site.

The Ukrainian provider 
said that electrical power from 
Ukrainian sources to Europe’s 
largest nuclear power station 
had been cut following a Rus-
sian missile attack, while the 
Russian occupying forces ac-
cused Ukraine of causing the 
power cut.

Thursday’s announcement 
came hours after the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) said it was alarmed by 
the renewed disconnection of 
the Zaporizhzhya plant after 
a new wave of Russian missile 
attacks that caused power cuts 
across the country.

“This is the sixth time - let 

me say it again sixth time - 
that [the power plant] has lost 
all off-site power and has had 
to operate in this emergency 
mode,” IAEA chief Rafael 
Grossi told the UN watchdog’s 
board of governors, according 
to a statement.

“Each time we are rolling 
a dice. And if we allow this to 
continue time after time then 
one day our luck will run out,” 

Grossi warned.
The plant, which is occu-

pied by Russian forces, tem-
porarily had to be supplied via 
emergency diesel generators, 
operator Energoatom said on 
Telegram in the morning, add-
ing that fuel supplies could last 
for only 10 days.

In a post on Facebook, 
Ukrainian Energy Minister 
German Galushchenko spoke 

of a “barbaric, massive” Rus-
sian attack.

A spokesman for Russia’s 
nuclear power plant operator 
Rosenergoatom confirmed that 
the Zaporizhzhya plant had 
been disconnected from the 
regular power grid and accused 
Ukraine of cutting off the sup-
ply for no apparent reason, ac-
cording to Russian news agen-
cy Interfax.

“This cannot go on,” Grossi 
said. It is high time to establish 
a safety zone around the power 
plant, he added.

EU foreign affairs chief 
Josep Borrell echoed his con-
cerns, saying the risk of a nu-
clear accident at the plant had 
“significantly increased.” “I’m 
sorry to say that, but the risk 
of a nuclear accident has in-
creased a lot in the last hours,” 
he said in Stockholm. “This 
is a serious breach to the nu-
clear safety, caused by Russia.” 
“Russia is putting in danger the 
entirety of our joint European 
continent, Russia included,” 
Borrell said.
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Women walk past meat processing plant destroyed by Russian shelling 
in Vovchans’k, Kharkiv region on Thursday. (AFP)

Men shift a wounded man inside a hospital in Afghanistan’s  
Mazar-i-Sharif on Thursday. (AFP)
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QATAR Financial Centre 
(QFC), a leading onshore fi-
nancial and business centre in 
the region, participated in the 
Bangladesh Investment Sum-
mit titled ‘The Rise of Bengal 
Tiger: Trade & Investment 
potentials in Bangladesh’ held 
recently in Doha.

The summit, jointly organ-
ised by the Bangladesh Secu-
rities and Exchange Commis-
sion (BSEC) and Bangladesh 
Investment Development Au-
thority (BIDA), showcased the 
potential investment oppor-
tunities in Bangladesh across 
various sectors.

In his keynote speech, QFC 
Chief Executive Officer You-
suf Mohamed Al Jaida said, 
“Bangladesh and Qatar have 
been enjoying a healthy eco-
nomic relationship for over 
four decades, which has signif-
icantly grown in recent years. 
This is evidenced in the expo-
nential growth of the two na-
tions’ trade volume rising from 
QR948 million in 2017 to more 
than QR10 billion in 2022.”

Jaida said, “Beyond ICT, 
energy, and human capital, 
there are numerous areas 
where we can expand mutu-
ally beneficial investment and 
partnerships, such as agricul-
ture, technology education, 
tourism, culture, sports, and 
finance.”

QFC Deputy CEO and 
Chief Business Officer Sheikha 
Alanoud Bint Hamad Al Thani 
also participated in the summit 

as a speaker in a panel discus-
sion titled ‘Trade and Invest-
ment Opportunities between 
Bangladesh and Qatar’. During 
the panel, Sheikha Alanoud 
stressed the role of the QFC in 
expanding the bilateral part-
nership between Qatar and 
Bangladesh.

Sheikha Alanoud said, 
“The QFC is a platform that 
facilitates investment between 

Qatar and the world. We ac-
tively collaborate with local 
Bangladeshi organisations on 
initiatives that stimulate bilat-
eral investment opportunities. 
We also offer a plethora of ben-
efits that can help Bangladeshi 
businesses effectively navigate 
and thrive in the Qatari mar-
ket and serve as an effective 
springboard for them to ex-
pand to markets in the Middle 

East and North Africa.”
On the sidelines of the 

summit, the QFC also signed a 
memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) with Summit Oil & 
Shipping Company Limited, a 
leading infrastructure devel-
oper engaged in developing, 
owning, and operating power 
generation assets, with the 
purpose of setting up a busi-
ness with the QFCA to explore 

business opportunities and ex-
pand its presence in Qatar and 
beyond.

Speaking about the MoU, 
Alanoud said, “We are pleased 
to enter into an agreement 
with a company committed 
to sustainable growth and 
look forward to discussing 
future investment and busi-
ness opportunities for Summit                                     
in Qatar.”

QCB issues T Bills 
worth QR3 billion

SATYENDRA PATHAK 
DOHA 

CONTINUING its gaining 
trend for the second week in 
a row, the Qatar Stock Ex-
change (QSE) index increased 
by 114.79 points, or 1.1 percent, 
during the week to close at 
10,736.60 points.

The week saw QSE’s mar-
ket capitalisation move up by 
1.2 percent to QR618.3 billion 
compared with QR611.3 billion 
at the end of the previous trad-
ing week. 

The gains during the week 
were mainly led by foreign in-
stitutions that remained bull-
ish, closing the week with a 

net buying of QR110.5 million 
against a net buying of QR66.9 
million in the previous week. 

Foreign retail investors also 
closed the week with net buy-
ing of QR9.5 million against 
net selling of QR12.4 million in 
the previous week. 

According to an estimate by 
QNB Financial Services (QN-
BFS), as of Thursday’s clos-
ing, global foreign institutions 
are net buyers of Qatari stocks 
worth $96 million since the 
start of the current financial 
year. 

Qatari institutions, how-
ever, remained bearish with 
net selling of QR107.8 million 
against net selling of QR61.8 

million in the week before. Qa-
tari retail investors also record-
ed net selling of QR12.1 million 

against net buying of QR7.4 
million the week before. 

The traded value during 

the week declined 25.7 per-
cent to QR1,674.3 million from 
QR2,252.4 million in the pre-
vious trading week. Industries 
Qatar was the top-value traded 
stock during the week with a 
total traded value of QR235 
million.

Traded volume fell 12 per-
cent to 576 million shares com-
pared to 654.9 million shares 
in the previous trading week. 
Estithmar Holding was the 
top-volume traded stock dur-
ing the week with a total traded 
volume of 82.9 million shares.

The number of transactions 
also decreased 18.7 percent to 
54,713 vs 67,292 in the previ-
ous week. Mannai Corporation 

was the best-performing stock 
for the week, climbing 11.4 
percent. Meanwhile, QLM Life 
& Medical Insurance was the 
worst-performing stock for the 
week, falling 8.4 percent.

Qatar Islamic Bank, QNB 
Group, and Industries Qatar 
were the primary contributors 
to the weekly index gain. Qatar 
Islamic Bank and QNB Group 
added 67.27 and 31.50 points 
to the index, respectively. Fur-
ther, Industries Qatar added 
another 26.01 points.

Of the 50 traded compa-
nies, 27 closed the week higher. 
While 30 closed lower, there 
was no change in the share 
prices of the three companies.

Upward trend continues as QSE gains for 2nd week in row

Qatar-B’desh ties on strong footing 
as trade grows significantly: Jaida

Qatar Financial Centre Chief Executive Officer Yousuf Mohamed Al Jaida and other dignitaries at the Bangladesh Investment Summit held in 
Doha recently.     

Minister of Finance meets with Saudi minister

Minister of Finance HE Ali bin Ahmed Al Kuwari on Thursday met with Minister of Economy and Planning of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia HE 
Faisal bin Fadel Al Ibrahim at the headquarters of the Ministry of Finance during his current visit to the country. The meeting focused on bilateral 
relations between the two countries and the means to enhance them. The meeting also reviewed aspects of cooperation.

The week saw QSE’s market capitalisation move up by 1.2% to QR618.3 bil-
lion compared with QR611.3 billion at the end of the previous trading week. 

QNA
DOHA 

AS part of the Qatar Central 
Bank’s (QCB) monetary policy 
initiatives and its efforts to 
strengthen the financial sys-
tem as well as to activate the 
tools available for the open 
market operations, the QCB 
sued treasury bills worth QR3 
billion, attracting a total of                 
QR 4.5 billion.

QCB said in a tweet that 
one billion had a tenor of one 
week and a yield of 5.005 per-
cent. Another worth QR500 
million had a tenor of one 
month and a yield of 5.0625 
percent. 

The remaining three were 
QR500 million each had a 
tenor of three, six, and nine 
months respectively, and a 
yield of 5.145 percent, 5.2025 
percent, and 5.25 percent re-
spectively.

Treasury Bills (T-Bills) are 
government debt instruments 
issued with maturities rang-

ing from three months to one 
year. T-Bills are known as a 
low-risk financial instrument 
as they are easy to operate 
without causing any capital 
loss to their holders. 

T-Bills are usually sold at 
discount at a lower price than 
their nominal value.

Upon maturity, the gov-
ernment is committed to pay-
ing the nominal value of those 
T-Bills. 

They are considered one 
of the monetary policy instru-
ments for domestic liquidity 
management.

The QCB headquarters in Doha.

Gold edges 
higher on 
softer dollar

AGENCIES 
LONDON 

GOLD prices edged higher on 
Thursday as the dollar eased, 
although US Federal Reserve 
Chair Jerome Powell’s hawk-
ish remarks limited further 
gains in zero-yielding bullion.

Spot gold was up 0.1 per-
cent at $1,815.58 per ounce, 
as of 0046 GMT, after hitting 
a one-week low on Wednes-
day. US gold futures were                              
unchanged at $1,819.10.

The dollar index was 
down from three-month 
highs scaled on Wednesday, 
making bullion more afford-
able for buyers holding other                           
currencies.

Fed Chair Powell on 
Wednesday reaffirmed his 
message of higher and poten-
tially faster interest rate hikes, 
but emphasized that debate 
was still underway with a de-
cision hinging on data to be 
issued before the US central 
bank’s policy meeting in two 
weeks.

Although gold is consid-
ered a hedge against inflation, 
interest rate hikes to control 
rising prices dims non-yield-
ing bullion’s appeal.

Investors’ focus will now 
be on the US jobs report for 
February due on Friday.

Private employment in-
creased by 242,000 jobs last 
month, the ADP National Em-
ployment report showed on 
Wednesday.

Other data on Wednesday 
showed US job openings fell 
less than expected in January, 
pointing to persistently tight 
labor market conditions.
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AGENCIES

JAPAN’S economy grew at an 
annual pace of 0.1% in Oc-
tober-December, in a down-
grade from an earlier 0.6% 
increase, showing how the 
world’s third-largest economy 
was barely eking out growth.

The Cabinet Office’s re-
vised figure for season-
ally adjusted gross domestic 
product, or GDP, for the last 
three months of 2022 showed 
growth on quarter was flat, 
down from an earlier estimate 
given in February at 0.2% 
growth.

The annual rate shows 
what the growth would have 
been if the on-quarter rate 
continues for a year.

Domestic demand shrank 
0.3%, worse than the earlier 
release, showing a 0.2% de-
cline, according to the data re-
leased Thursday. 

Public demand stood un-
changed from the initial figure 
at plus 0.3%.

The latest numbers under-
line Japan’s fragile recovery, 
although the easing of restric-
tions related to the coronavi-
rus pandemic has helped.

Japan revises 
GDP to nearly 
flat, showing 
week recovery

Foxconn marks 
India’s arrival 
as electronics 
manufacturer

AGENCIES

NEW Delhi has already 
earmarked billions of dol-
lars in incentives to attract 
phone, semiconductor and 
electric-vehicle manufac-
turers to the country. India 
is also having some success 
moving up the value chain, 
albeit from a very low base.

The local share of to-
tal value added for mobile 
phones assembled in India 
rose to 15% in 2022 from 
11% in 2019. The firm ex-
pects that to cross 20% in 
another two-three years.

Close to 6.3% of iP-
hones shipped globally in 
2022 were manufactured 
in India, according data 
from tech consulting firm 
Canalys. Nearly all smart-
phones sold in India in the 
third quarter of last year 
were made locally, accord-
ing to Counterpoint.

Still, a closer look at In-
dia’s electronics trade data 
shows how far the nation 
has to go if it hopes to ri-
val China one day. India’s 
electronics exports grew 
45% to $20.45 billion in 
2022, while imports rose 
just 19%, figures from data 
provider CEIC show. But 
the country is still run-
ning a monthly electron-
ics trade deficit of around 
$4 billion. And China ex-

ported about $30 billion 
of computers and mobile 
phones in December 2022 
alone.

Moreover, in the elec-
tronic component space, 
progress is less obvious—
India’s exports of compo-
nents rose 29% in 2022 to 
$3.7 billion, while imports 
increased 26% to $27 bil-
lion. And many of those 
come from China.

Even so, the world’s 
second-most populous 
nation has obvious attrac-
tions for the labor-hungry 
Apple supply chain. Chal-
lenges such as often-in-
adequate infrastructure 
remain daunting. But a big 
vote of confidence from 
Foxconn could go a long 
way toward persuading 
other manufacturers to 
take a closer look too.

The announcement 
follows a meeting between 
Foxconn Chairman Young 
Liu and Telangana chief 
minister K Chandrasekhar 
Rao. Liu, who is on a tour 
of India, also met with 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi earlier this month.

Foxconn’s investment 
is the largest in India’s 
electronics sector and will 
create 100,000 jobs, Rao’s 
office said. The state gov-
ernment and Foxconn 
didn’t disclose the size of 
the contract manufactur-
er’s investment or specify 
products that it would 
make in the state.

A Foxconn’s phone assembly 
plant in India. The company 
aims to assemble millions 
more iPhones in the country.

AGENCIES

HONG Kong carrier Cathay 
Pacific on Wednesday reported 
its first annual operating profit 
since 2019 as the airline fights 
to return to pre-pandemic 
flight capacity.

The airline has struggled 
to catch up with regional ri-
vals such as Singapore Airlines 
as the city’s government only 
began axing harsh pandemic 
curbs -- including mandatory 
hotel quarantine and strict 
testing requirements -- in the 
second half of last year.

“Cathay Pacific has experi-
enced three challenging years 
due to the COVID-19 pan-

demic, with 2022 very much 
being a year of two halves,” 
chairman Patrick Healy said 
in a statement announcing the 
results, referring to a “marked 
improvement” in performance 
later in the year.

The company said in its 
statement Wednesday that it 
operated at one-third of pre-
pandemic passenger flight ca-
pacity in December but expects 
to reach 70 percent by the end 
of 2023.

It reported an operating 
profit of HK$3.55 billion ($452 
million) last year, but suffered a 
loss attributable to sharehold-
ers of HK$6.5 billion, weighed 
down by losses incurred by its 

associate companies.
Cathay faced record losses 

in 2020 as the pandemic hit, 
and was dealt a further blow 
last year when Hong Kong 
tightened travel restrictions 
amid its worst-ever coronavi-
rus outbreak.

It carried 2.8 million pas-
sengers last year -- nearly four 
times that of 2021 -- which 
brought in $1.7 billion in rev-
enue.

Ronald Lam, who took over 
as CEO at the start of 2023, 
said Cathay will seek to lead 
the market for the “Greater Bay 
Area”, Beijing’s regional de-
velopment blueprint for Hong 
Kong and surrounding south-

ern Chinese cities.
Last week, the airline gave 

away more than 50,000 flights 
to Hong Kong from Singapore, 
Thailand and the Philippines as 
part of the government’s “Hello 
Hong Kong” promotion cam-
paign for tourists.

The company earlier said 
it was “very encouraged by 
the enthusiastic response” to 
that promotion, with the event 
drawing long online queues 
and tickets being snapped up 
within hours.

The city’s airport in Janu-
ary saw 2.1 million visitors -- a 
major uptick compared with 
preceding months, but still 
only one-third of 2019 levels.

Cathay Pacific reports first operating profit since 2019

Cathay Pacific has lagged regional rivals in recovering from the pan-
demic as Hong Kong kept strict Covid containment rules in place.

AGENCIES

THE Federal Trade Com-
mission is investigating Elon 
Musk’s mass layoffs at Twitter 
and trying to obtain his inter-
nal communications as part of 
ongoing oversight into the so-
cial media company’s privacy 
and cybersecurity practices, 
according to documents de-
scribed in a congressional re-
port.

The FTC has been watch-
ing the company for years 
since Twitter agreed to a 2011 
consent order alleging seri-
ous data security lapses. But 
the agency’s concerns spiked 
with the tumult that followed 
Musk’s Oct. 27 takeover of the 
company.

The Republican-led House 
Judiciary Committee published 
excerpts from the FTC’s letters 
Tuesday as part of a report al-
leging that the agency was 
overreaching “to harass Elon 
Musk’s Twitter.” The House 
said the requests amounted to 
a deluge of “demands about its 
personnel decisions in each of 
the company’s departments, 

every internal communica-
tion relating to Elon Musk and 
even Twitter’s interactions with 
journalists” who Musk’s team 
allowed to see certain employ-
ee emails and messages.

Those documents were 
dubbed “The Twitter Files” and 
were meant to show how the 
company made decisions to 
moderate content before Musk 
took over.

In a response to the House 
report, the FTC said, “Protect-
ing consumers’ privacy is ex-
actly what the FTC is supposed 
to do. It should come as no 
surprise that career staff at the 
commission are conducting a 
rigorous investigation into Twit-
ter’s compliance with a consent 
order that came into effect long 
before Mr. Musk purchased the 
company.” Twitter had already 
paid a $150 million penalty in 
May, about five months before 
Musk’s takeover, for violating 
the 2011 consent order. An up-
dated version established new 
procedures requiring the com-
pany to implement an enhanced 
privacy-protection program as 
well as beefing up information 
security.

But in November, a group 
of Democratic senators called 
those commitments into ques-
tion and asked the FTC — led by 
Chair Lina Khan, a Democrat — 
to investigate any possible vio-
lations amid concerns that re-
ports of Twitter’s disorder and 
drastically reduced staff under 
Musk posed serious security 
risks.

 The FTC has been watching the company for years but concerns spiked after Musk’s takeover

FTC investigates Twitter data 
practices after Musk’s layoffs

The Federal Trade Commission is investigating Elon Musk’s mass layoffs 
at Twitter and trying to obtain his internal communications as part of 
ongoing oversight into the social media company’s privacy and cyberse-
curity practices, according to documents described in a congressional 
report.

LDC5: Commerce minister meets 
with ministers, senior officials

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MINISTER of Commerce and 
Industry HE Sheikh Moham-
med bin Hamad bin Qassim 
Al Thani met with several min-
isters and senior officials on 
the sidelines of the 5th United 
Nations Conference on Least 
Developed Countries (LDC5), 
which took place in Doha dur-
ing March 5-9, 2023.

The minister separately 
met with Faisal Alibrahim, 
Minister of Economy and Plan-
ning in Saudi Arabia; Dani-
yar Amangeldiev, Minister of 
Economy and Commerce of 
the Kyrgyztan; Kairat Umarov, 
Special Envoy of President of 
Kazakhstan and First Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs; 
Moses Kiarie Kuria, Minis-
ter of Trade, Investment, and 
Industry of Kenya; Rodrigo 
Malmierca, Minister of Foreign 
Trade and Investment of Cuba, 
and Zavqi Zavqizoda, Minister 
of Economic Development and 
Trade of Tajikistan.

The meetings discussed 
ways to strengthen and develop 
cooperation, especially in the 
fields of trade, investment, and 
industry. 

Qatar’s minister of com-
merce and industry showcased 
the economic policies and in-
centives adopted by Qatar to 
support the private sector, in 
addition to the legislations 
and promising opportunities 
that are available to foreign 
investors and businessmen in 
Qatar.

Additionally, Sheikh Mo-
hammed met, separately, with 
Daren Tang, Director General 
of the World Intellectual Prop-
erty Organization (WIPO); Dr 
Gerd Müller, Director General 

of the United Nations Indus-
trial Development Organiza-
tion (UNIDO), and Dr. Guy 
Diedrich, Senior Vice Presi-
dent and Global Innovation 
Officer for Cisco Systems.

During the meetings, the 
minister expressed Qatar’s 

recognition for the support 
provided by WIPO in develop-
ing the policies and strategies 
related to intellectual prop-
erty, especially the National 
Strategy for Intellectual Prop-
erty, and how to benefit from 
the MOUs signed so far.
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Biden budget seeks $3 tn in 
deficit cuts to challenge GOP
W

ITH the government at risk 
of defaulting, President Joe 
Biden on Thursday will make 
his opening offer in a high-
stakes debate over federal fi-

nances as he proposes a federal budg-
et that would cut deficits by nearly $3 
trillion over the next decade.

It’s part of a broader attempt by 
the president to call out House Re-
publicans, who are demanding severe 
cuts to federal spending in return for 
lifting the government’s legal borrow-
ing limit. But the GOP has no counter 
offer so far, other than a flat “no” to a 
budget plan that could form the policy 
spine of Biden’s yet-to-be-declared 
campaign for reelection in 2024.

“We see this as a value statement,” 
White House press secretary Karine 
Jean-Pierre told reporters Wednes-
day. “This is something that shows 
the American people that we take 
this very seriously when we think 
about the fiscal responsibility, when 
we think about how do we move for-
ward.” Biden’s package of tax and 
spending priorities is unlikely to pass 
the House or Senate as proposed. Sen-
ate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, 
R-Ky., predicted in advance that the 
plan “will not see the light of day,” a 
sign that it might primarily serve as a 
messaging document going into the 
2024 elections.

Biden will unveil his spending plan 
in the battleground state of Pennsyl-
vania, staking out what he believes is 
popular terrain that will make it hard 
for Republicans to criticize without 
risking blowback. Biden wants to im-
pose tax hikes on the wealthy to limit 
federal borrowing, including a rever-
sal of the 2017 tax cuts made by then 
President Donald Trump on people 
earning above $400,000. The added 
revenues would help to improve Medi-
care, the government health insurance 
program for adults over 65.

In the run-up to the plan’s release, 
Biden has floated a new tax on in-
comes above $100 million that would 
target billionaires. He’s called for low-
er prescription drug prices. The tax 
that companies pay on stock buybacks 
would be quadrupled, and those earn-
ing above $400,000 would pay an ad-
ditional Medicare tax that would help 
to keep the program solvent beyond 
the year 2050.

Biden’s budget would seek to close 
the “carried interest” loophole that al-
lows wealthy hedge fund managers 
and others to pay their taxes at a low-
er rate, and prevent billionaires from 
being able to set aside large amounts 
of their holdings in tax-favored re-
tirement accounts, according to an 
administration official. The plan also 
projects saving $24 billion over 10 
years by removing a tax subsidy for 
cryptocurrency transactions.

The official who provided the 
budget details spoke on condition of 
anonymity to preview the plan before 

its official release.
Biden’s budget plan also would: 

— Expand the ability of Medicare to 
negotiate on pharmaceutical drug 
prices, saving an estimated $160 bil-
lion over a decade.

— Auction off rights to the radio 
spectrum, generating $50 billion.

— Take new steps to reduce iden-
tity theft and unemployment insur-
ance fraud.

— Target insurance companies 
that overcharge Medicaid, with antic-
ipated savings of $20 billion through 
repayments to the government.

— End subsidies valued at $31 bil-
lion for oil and gas companies.

— Scrap a $19 billion tax break for 
real estate investors.

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, 
R-Calif., has called for putting the 
U.S. government on a path toward a 
balanced budget. But by refusing to 
raise taxes or cut Social Security and 
Medicare spending, GOP lawmakers 
face some harsh math that makes it 
hard to slash deficits without risking a 
voter backlash ahead of a presidential 
election.

McCarthy told The Associated 

Press that his plan’s release has been 
pushed back because Biden’s propos-
al is only just being issued.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y., expressed skepti-
cism in a Monday speech that McCa-
rthy has any coherent plan that House 
Republicans can coalesce around.

“Enough with the dodging, enough 
with the excuses,” Schumer said. 
“Show us your plan. And then show 
us how it’s going to get 218 votes on 
your side of the aisle.” Biden’s deficit 
reduction goal is significantly higher 
than the $2 trillion that he had prom-
ised in his State of the Union address 
last month.

It’s a delicate time, with the U.S. 
economy already in a fragile state be-
cause of high inflation. If Biden and 
Congress fail to increase the statutory 
debt cap of $31.4 trillion by this sum-
mer, the government could default on 
payments and shove the U.S. econo-
my into a recession.

Rohit Kumar, a former McConnell 
aide who is now an executive with the 
tax consultancy PwC, said Biden’s 
plan does matter “in terms of put-
ting ideas out there.” He said that if 

Biden won a second term, elements of 
his spending blueprint could be part 
of negotiations in 2025 over the ex-
piring provisions in the 2017 tax cuts 
that President Donald Trump signed 
into law.

Given the scope of the deficit re-
duction in Biden’s proposal, Kumar 
said, it is unlikely that the president’s 
plan would identify which parts of the 
expiring tax cuts he plans to keep, as 
the president has vowed no tax in-
creases on anyone making less than 
$400,000. But while the White House 
has charged that Republican plans 
would increase deficits by $3 trillion, 
about $2.7 trillion of that total comes 
from renewing all the Trump-era tax 
cuts that disproportionately favored 
the wealthy.

Biden’s budget proposal would re-
verse some of the 2017 law. It would 
increase the top marginal tax rate to 
39.6% on income above $400,000. 
For households with $1 million in 
income, earnings from capital gains—
such as stocks or property sales—
would no longer enjoy a discounted 
tax rate compared to wages.

The president would increase the 

corporate tax rate to 28% and in-
crease the tax rate on U.S. multina-
tionals’ foreign earnings from 10.5% 
to 21%.

In February, the nonpartisan 
Congressional Budget Office esti-
mated that the national debt held by 
the public will grow by more than 
$20 trillion over the next decade. The 
publicly held debt — it reflects the cu-
mulative impact of yearly deficits — 
would be equal to 118% of U.S. gross 
domestic product, up from 98% this 
year. Biden’s budget would reduce 
the debt, though it would still be high 
relative to historical levels.

Biden has been arguing, first and 
foremost, that his budget will be fair 
to workers and middle-class house-
holds.

The president contended in a 
Monday speech that there are around 
680 billionaires in the United States 
and that many of them pay taxes at a 
lower rate than a typical family.

“No billionaire should be paying 
a lower tax rate than a firefighter — 
nobody,” Biden said at a gathering of 
the International Association of Fire 
Fighters.

US President Joe Biden delivers the State of the Union address to a joint session of Congress at the US Capitol in Washington.

Tesla price cuts: Flagging demand or tactic to boost sales?
AGENCIES

IN explaining why Tesla Inc 
keeps cutting prices on its 
electric vehicles, the auto in-
dustry is pretty much divided 
into two camps.

On one side are analysts 
who see an aggressive move 
by the leading manufacturer 
of EVs to gobble up sales and 
market share from its com-
petitors just as they’re begin-
ning to bring more vehicles to 
market.

On the other side are crit-
ics who argue that with de-
mand for Tesla’s older vehi-
cles beginning to wane, the 
company feels forced to slash 
prices to attract buyers.

Last weekend, Tesla cut 
the prices of its two costli-
est vehicles, from $5,000 to 
$10,000, or from 4.3% to 
just over 9%. A Model S two-
motor sedan now starts at 
$89,990, with the Plaid “per-
formance” version beginning 
at $109,990. A Model X SUV 
dual motor starts at $99,990, 
the performance version at 
$109,990.

It was the company’s sec-
ond price cut of the year in 
the United States. In Janu-
ary, Tesla slashed prices on 

several versions of its EVs, 
making some of them eligible 
for a new federal tax credit. 
The company cut U.S. prices 
nearly 20% on some versions 
of its top-selling Model Y SUV. 
It also reduced the base price 
of the Model 3, its least expen-
sive vehicle, by about 6%.

Seth Goldstein, an analyst 
at Morningstar, suggested 
that Tesla is trying to strike a 
balance between securing the 
best prices possible and sus-

taining buyer demand so that 
its factories run fast enough to 
reduce the cost of producing 
each vehicle.

The company does have 
higher profit margins than 
other automakers, Goldstein 
said, in part because it has 
devised more efficient manu-
facturing methods and be-
cause EVs have fewer mov-
ing parts to assemble “This 
could be a way for Tesla to 
hold off some of the new en-

trants” into the EV market, 
Goldstein said. The company 
is sending a message to rivals 
that “you have to offer the 
best technology at a compel-
ling price while keeping your 
costs down.” Goldstein said he 
doesn’t foresee additional Te-
sla price cuts this year, unless 
the U.S. economy were to slide 
into a recession.

Sales of the Models S and 
X represent only a fraction 
of Tesla’s overall sales, but 

they had been rising over the 
past two years. Still, from the 
third quarter of last year to the 
fourth quarter, their sales fell 
just over 8%.

Sam Abuelsamid, e-mo-
bility analyst for Guidehouse 
Research, noted that both 
models are expensive, out of 
reach of mainstream buyers. 
And they are aging, another 
factor in their flagging sales: 
The S debuted in 2012, the X 
in 2015.

Abuelsamid said he sus-
pects that Tesla decided to 
cut prices after demand for 
the two higher-priced vehicles 
fell in January and February. 
Because Tesla reports sales 
only quarterly, its sales pic-
ture won’t be clear until early 
April.

The latest price cuts, he 
said, should reduce the values 
of used Teslas simply because 
the new ones will cost less.

Though Tesla updated 
the interiors, electronics and 
performance of its Plaid edi-
tions, their exteriors still look 
basically as they did when 
they were first introduced. As 
a result , Abuelsamid said, the 
Teslas look older than simi-
lar models being produced by 
startups and legacy automak-

ers.
“Under the skin there are a 

lot of differences” in the Tes-
las, he said. “Customers don’t 
really see those differences.” 
During Tesla’s investor day 
event last week, CEO Elon 
Musk conceded that afforda-
bility remains a drag on sales.

“The desire for people 
to own a Tesla is extremely 
high,” Musk asserted. “The 
limiting factor is their ability 
to pay for a Tesla.” In Janu-
ary, when Tesla announced its 
earlier price cuts, more ver-
sions of its popular Model Y 
small SUV became eligible for 
a $7,500 federal electric vehi-
cle tax credit by bringing them 
under government price caps. 
That round of Tesla price 
cuts didn’t spark a price war 
as some analysts expected, 
though Ford did reduce the 
price of its Mustang Mach-E, 
a Model Y competitor.

Abuelsamid noted that 
there’s still limited availabil-
ity for high-end luxury SUVs 
made by BMW, Mercedes-
Benz and others because au-
tomakers aren’t producing 
many of them. Over time, he 
said, the other automakers 
could be forced to cut prices 
on their luxury models.
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Fifty former stars playing together in Qatar is historic, 
says Legends League Cricket CEO Raman Raheja
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Khawaja slams 
unbeaten ton  
as Aussies rule  
on Day 1 of 
Ahmedabad Test
PAGE 11

VINAY NAYUDU
DOHA

YESTERYEAR cricket stars 
will be strutting their stuff at 
the Asian Town International 
Cricket Stadium in Doha from 
Friday (March 10) for 10 days 
(till March 20) with The Leg-
ends League Cricket (LLC) 
coming to Qatar.

Having created a buzz and 
set a trend with its inaugural 
edition in Muscat in January 
2022, LLC will be pitching its 
tent in Qatar with more than 
50 legendary former stars 
playing for three teams – In-
dia Maharajas, Asia Lions and 
World Giants – and vying for 
top honours. Some of these 
names include Pakistan’s Sha-
hid Afridi and Shoaib Akhtar, 
Australia’s Aaron Finch, 
Shane Watson and Brett Lee, 
South Africa’s Jacques Kallis 
and Hashim Amla, England’s 
Paul Collingwood and Monty 
Panesar, Sri Lanka’s Tilla-
karatne Dilshan and Dilhara 
Fernando, India’s Gautam 
Gambhir, Harbhajan Singh 
and S Sreesanth, and West In-
dies’ Chris Gayle.

Qatar Tribune spoke to 
Raman Raheja, Co-founder 
and CEO of Legends League 
Cricket, on his aspirations 
from the tournament in Qa-
tar and LLC’s overall future 
growth.
Excerpts
On LLC’s growing popularity

Very clearly we have grown quite 
a lot, I would still not like to call 
it exponential but the numbers 
have greatly improved since the 
first edition in 2022 in Muscat 
in the last 15 months.
Today, we are second most 
watched T20 league in India 
and that is our market we 
target, and Indians are the ones 
who drive the cricket economy. 
We are glad that they are watch-
ing Legends League Cricket and 
consuming cricket, that helps 
us build the product which is vi-
able and which will stand on its 
own feet as we go forward.
Essentially today LLC is a brand 
which has very clearly become 
a second innings for players 
who see themselves moving 
away from active international 
cricket. It is a natural progres-
sive choice, so you have the 
likes of Aaron Finch, Robin 
Uthappa, Suresh Raina.. we  
can go on naming them.

On being in Qatar
Basically, what is happening in 
Doha is a historic moment for 

LLC. We have as many as 50 
legends of the game of cricket 
playing together in one city! 
Mind you, this hasn’t happened 
in cricket before. They all play-
ing in the same place at the 
same time. You have world tour-
naments matches are played 
in multiple cities, similarly the 
Indian Premier League (IPL). 
But here they will be playing in 
the same city. That’s a first and 
we are glad to have pulled it off 
and brought all these legendary 
players together to perform  
in Doha.
In fact, I was just talking to 
Shoaib Akhtar of the Asia Lions 
team and he was saying, ‘It’s 
delightful to meet all old mates 
off the field and who will be 
foes again on the field’.  
So they all are already loving 
it here in Doha. I’m sure when 
they take to the field they will 

show why they have been leg-
ends. I’m sure the fans would 
love the contests.

On LLC emulating FIFA World 
Cup in Qatar
It’s quite humbling to hear that. 
There can be no such compari-
son but yes in some way we are 
doing that. Honestly, we are 
glad that we have made a good 
start and we will only improve 
further.

On having Qatar Airways and 
Qatar Tourism as partners  
on board
We have been keen on destina-
tions where cricket is followed 
but where fans do not get to 
watch the big players actively. 
To bring big stars together to 
one place is what we aim to do. 
So the location is determined 
based on the game’s following 

and the numbers that show  
that there will be an audience 
and of course the local partner-
ships. And here in Doha the 
opening game for Friday  
is already sold out.
We are thankful to the Qatar 
Cricket Association who took 
the initiative to bring LLC here 
and they got these major local 
partners who are huge enti-
ties and world marks by them-
selves. Also, the fact that these 
fifty players of the total 89 have 
a fan following of over 600 mil-
lion on the social media alone. 
We see it as a natural partner-
ship with Qatar Airways and 
Qatar Tourism which I am sure 
will also bring back many fans 
with them to India as well.

Long term plans
We would be doing two seasons 
every year – one international 

and one domestic back in India. 
Hopefully, Qatar will be the des-
tination for us for the next three 
years. We are hoping for it to be 
so. All the players are already 
loving the Qatar hospitality, 
two of the teams were already 
practising at the ground this 
morning and afternoon. 
They like the ground too. We set 
a benchmark when we began 
with Muscat and hopefully Qatar 
would supercede that. Some of 
the players even went golfing 
today, so they are already loving 
it out here in Doha. 

LLC Masters partners for 
Qatar tournament include 
Skyexch.net (Title Sponsor),  
Qatar Airways (Official Air-
line Partner), Qatar Tourism 
(Official Tourism Partner), 
Dream11 (Official Sports Fan-
tasy Partner), Ooredoo (Tel-
ecom Partner), Rario (Digital 
Collectible Partner), Q Tick-
ets (Ticketing Partner), Qatar 
Cricket Association (Host), 
Radio Olive and Suno 91.7 FM 
(Overseas Radio Partner), Ra-
dio City (Radio Partner), Star 
Sports (TV Broadcast Part-
ner), Disney+ Hotstar and 
FanCode (Digital Streaming 
Partner), Fox Cricket (Broad-
cast Partner – Australia), 
Kayo Sports (Digital Stream-
ing Partner - Australia), Mera 
Holding (Outdoor Partner), 
and P4 psyched4 (Digital 
Streaming Partner – UK). 

The league is owned and 
managed by Absolute Legends 
Sports Pvt. Ltd.

Former Indian captain 
and head coach Ravi Shastri is 
the League Commissioner and 
former India woman cricketer 
Jhulan Goswami is its Women 
Empowerment Ambassador.

Raman Raheja, Co-founder and 
CEO of Legends League Cricket.

‘We are aiming for 
Qatar to be the 

destination for us  
for next three years’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

BIG and legendary stars will 
descend at the Asian Town 
International Stadium on Fri-
day evening when the Gautam 
Gambhir-led India Maharajas 
take on Shahid Afridi’s Asian 
Lions in the opening clash of 
the Legends League Cricket 
(LLC) 2023 (at 5.30pm) with 
as many as 50 legends set to 
rock the tournament scheduled 
from March 10-20.

LLC has already created 
ripples in Qatar with tickets 
for the opening match being al-
ready sold out.

The all-round skills of Afri-
di and the pace of ‘Rawalpindi 
Express’ Shoaib Akhtar is sure 
to thrill the spectators. Sri Lan-
kans Tillakaratne Dilshan, Dil-
hara Fernando and Upul Tha-
ranga (wicket-keeper) are also 
part of Asia Lions.

Gambhir’s Maharajas have 
former India stars Harbhajan 
Singh, the Pathan brothers – 
Irfan and Yusuf, S Sreesanth, 
Suresh Raina, Robin Uthappa 
and Stuart Binny among others.

“Once the Lions are out, 
they always hunt and are hun-
gry for success,” Afridi has been 
stating of the Asia Lions in the 
team’s tweets while Gambhir 
has been telling others to be 
wary of the Maharajas.

The stage is set for these 
two sides along with the World 
Giants power packed with Aus-
tralians Aaron Finch (captain), 
Brett Lee, Shane Watson, West 
Indian Chris Gayle, New Zea-
lander Ross Taylor, South Af-
ricans Jacques Kallis, Hashim 
Amla, England’s Monty Pane-
sar and Paul Collingwood 
along with Ireland’s Kevin 
O’Brien and Afghanistan’s As-
ghar Afghan are all set to light 
up the event.

Speaking ahead of the 
tournament and comment-
ing on the growth of LLC over 

the years, Raman Raheja, Co-
founder and CEO of Legends 
League Cricket said, “Legends 
League Cricket has grown im-
mensely since its inception. 
In the first season, we had 59 
cricketers. Season 2 saw nearly 
80 cricketers and now as we 
enter the third season with LLC 
Masters we have 89 cricketers 
to be a part of the tournament 
across the three teams. 

“The greatest thing we have 
achieved this season is the ad-
dition of recently retired crick-
eters like Suresh Raina, Murali 
Vijay, Mohammad Amir, and 
Aaron Finch among others. It 
is a clear testament to the fact 

that LLC did create a strong 
demand and fans want to see 
them back on the field. With 
such positive developments, we 
are surely expecting the league 
to be much more competitive,” 
he added.

 The glorious journey of this 
event since its inception has at-
tracted huge television view-
ership and also sponsorship 
support. Skyexch.net is the title 
sponsor for the current edition. 

LLC Masters arrived in Qa-
tar after the domestic edition 
matches in India were played 
in front of packed stadiums. 

The live broadcast for fans 
around the world will com-

mence at 5.30pm Doha Time. 
Eight matches are sched-

uled for the series, and all of 
them will be played at the Asia 
Town Cricket Stadium.  

THE TEAMS:
India Maharajas: Gautam Gamb-
hir (Captain), Harbhajan Singh, 
Irfan Pathan, Yusuf Pathan, 
Mohammad Kaif, S Sreesanth, 
Ashoke Dinda, Pragyan Ojha, 
Suresh Raina, Robin Uthappa, 
Parvinder Awana, Manvinder 
Bisla (Wicket Keeper), Reetinder 
Singh Sodhi, Praveen Kumar, 
Pravin Tambe, Stuart Binny 
Asia Lions: Shahid Afridi (Cap-
tain), Asghar Afghan, Tillakaratne 
Dilshan, Misbah-ul-Haq, Moham-
mad Hafeez, Dilhara Fernando, 
Shoaib Akhtar, Upul Tharanga 
(Wicket Keeper), Paras Khadka, 
Thisara Perera, Abdul Razzaq, 
Abdur Razzak, Isuru Udana, 
Mohammad Amir, Nawroz Man-
gal, Sohail Tanvir, Diman Ghosh 
(Wicket Keeper)
World Giants: Aaron Finch (Cap-
tain), Brett Lee, Morné van Wyk, 
Chris Gayle, Shane Watson, Ross 
Taylor, Ricardo Powell, Monty 
Panesar, Kevin O’Brien, Tino 
Best, Denesh Ramdin (Wicket 
Keeper), Jacques Kallis, Hashim 
Amla, Christopher Mpofu, Lendl 
Simmons, Paul Collingwood.

Asia Lions skipper Shahid Afridi (centre) tweeted this pic of him, Shoaib Akhtar and others from their team 
hotel in Doha ahead of their Legends League Cricket opening match on Friday.

World Giants players during a training session at the Asian Town  
International Stadium on Thursday.

India Maharajas all set to take on Asia Lions in 
opening clash at Asian Town stadium today

The Qatar Stars League has announced the stadiums and dates for 
the semi-finals and final matches of the Ooredoo Cup football tourna-
ment for 2022-2023. The semi-finals will be held on Thursday, March 
23, where Umm Salal will meet Al Arabi at Jassim bin Hamad Sta-
dium in Al Sadd Club, while Al Duhail will play with Al Sadd at Suhaim 
Bin Hamad Stadium in Qatar Club, and the two matches will be held 
at the same time (9:45pm). The final match of the tournament will be 
held on Monday, the 27th of the same month, at Jassim bin Hamad 
Stadium at 10pm. (QNA)

Ooredoo Cup semis, final dates announced
 Quick read

Al Gharafa and Muaither booked their place in the quarter-final of the 
51st Amir Cup after winning their respective Round of 16 matches on 
Thursday. Al Gharafa cruised past Qatar SC 4-1 in the clash between 
QNB Stars League opponents. Second Division side Muaither stunned 
Al Ahli 3-1 to book their last eight berth in style.

AL GHARAFA AND MUAITHER 
COMPLETE AMIR CUP  
FOOTBALL QF LINE-UP
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STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

STEFANO Pioli is dreaming of 
going all the way with Milan 
in this season’s Champions 
League after overcoming Tot-
tenham in the first knockout 
round.

Milan held Tottenham to a 
goalless draw in Wednesday’s 
last-16 second leg in north 
London to secure a 1-0 aggre-
gate victory and a place in next 
week’s quarter-final draw.

Mike Maignan made a su-
perb save late on to deny Harry 
Kane, but Milan finished the 
game with an expected goals 
(xG) return of 1.37 compared to 
0.46 for Spurs.

It is the first time since the 
2011-12 campaign that Milan 
have reached the final eight of 
the competition, and Pioli is ex-
cited for what is to come.

“We were good today. We 
asked the team to play with 
personality,” he told Prime 
Video. “We never gave up and 
it’s a well-deserved passage 
through the next round.  

“We have to take one step 
at a time. It was important to 
get through the group, then the 
round of 16, and now we’ll wait 
for the [quarter-final] draw.  

“It’s clear that we’ll face a great 
team, but Tottenham were also 
a great team. Dreaming is nice; 
it helps you to work better.

“It’s wonderful to play in 
the Champions League. So ei-
ther we win it, which would 
not be easy, or try to qualify by 
finishing in the top four in Serie 
A.” Pioli, whose side are fifth in 
Serie A, added: “I like to think 
there’s nothing impossible in 
sport. Clearly, only the best in 
Europe remain and each round 
gets more difficult.

“But I’m sure all the experi-
ences in Europe - especially the 
negative ones - help us to step 
up a level. Now we must go into 
the quarter-final with confi-
dence and belief.” 

Milan have kept four suc-
cessive clean sheets in the 
Champions League for the first 
time since between April and 
October 2006.

Pioli’s decision to revert to 
a three-man defence has paid 
off, with his side winning five 
games out of seven since then.

“I took this decision after 
the defeat against Sassuolo,” 
Pioli said of the tactical switch. 
“It seems that the old system 
we used didn’t work well.  

“The attitude has changed; 
the team works with more at-
tention. We have three central 
defenders who are capable of 
playing in this system, so it 
was time to change.” 

Kane’s late glancing header, 
which Maignan did well to get 
down and save, was the clos-
est Tottenham went to scoring 
across both legs.

The hosts had Cristian 
Romero sent off for two book-
able offences and Milan almost 
snatched a late winner on the 
day when Divock Origi broke 
clear but hit the post.

And former Arsenal striker 
Giroud, who played 81 minutes 
despite being a fitness doubt, 
believes Milan did enough to 
win the second leg.

“I told the lads we deserved 
to be in the Champions League 
last year and this season we 
want to go further,” he said.

“We deserved to go through 
thanks to our determination. I 
think we could’ve won this sec-
ond leg as well and it’s a pity 
we didn’t score as we had the 
clearest chances.”

Pioli ‘dreaming’ of Champions 
League glory with Milan

Mbappe focused on Ligue 1
STATS PERFORM/DPA

MUNICH 

KYLIAN Mbappe said Paris 
Saint-Germain’s Champions 
League elimination to Bayern 
Munich will not affect his fu-
ture as the striker focuses on 
the Ligue 1 title.

Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting 
and Serge Gnabry’s second-
half strikes at Allianz Arena on 
Wednesday secured a 2-0 vic-
tory for Bayern and a 3-0 aggre-
gate triumph in the last-16 clash.

Defeat marked a second 
straight Champions League 
elimination in the first knockout 
round for PSG, who have repeat-
edly had to battle interest from 
Real Madrid to keep Mbappe in 
the French capital.

The France international 
previously refuted suggestions a 
European crown will dictate his 
future and reiterated that mes-
sage after another miserable PSG 
outing on the continental stage.

When asked by reporters 
whether the elimination would 
impact his future, Mbappe said: 
“No, no, I’m calm, the only thing 
that matters to me this season is 
winning the championship and 
then we’ll see.” Christophe Gal-
tier’s side sit eight points clear at 
the Ligue 1 summit as they aim 
to defend their French top-flight 
crown.

However, Mauricio Pochet-

tino was dismissed just last 
season for failing in the same 
Champions League round, in 
which they lost a dramatic tie 
against Carlo Ancelotti’s even-
tual champions Madrid.

PSG have played 137 games 
in UEFA’s top club competition 
without lifting the trophy, only 
Arsenal (177) have endured a 
longer such run in the competi-
tion, excluding qualifiers.

Galtier’s visitors were some-
what unfortunate in Munich, 
though, as Vitinha saw his first-
half effort towards an open goal 
cleared by a remarkable Matthi-
js de Ligt goal-line intervention.

Mbappe acknowledged 
there was little to separate the 
two heavyweight sides, though 
that did little to quash his frus-
tration.

The 24-year-old added: “We 
are disappointed. That’s how 
it is, we have to move on, try to 
challenge everyone.

“We didn’t miss much when 
we look at the state of the two 
teams, [but] they have a team 
built to win the Champions 
League.

“At the start of the season, 
during the first Champions 
League press conference, I said 
that we were going to do our 
best and give our maximum.

“We’re going to question 
ourselves and go back to our 
day-to-day life in Ligue 1.”

AC Milan’s Italian coach Stefano Pioli celebrates at the end of the UEFA 
Champions League round of 16 second-leg match against Tottenham 
Hotspur at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in London on Wednesday. AC 
Milan qualified for the UEFA Champions League quarter-finals after 
holding Tottenham Hotspur to a goalless draw. (AFP)

Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe shoots during the 
UEFA Champions League round of 16, 2nd-leg match FC Bayern Munich 
v Paris Saint-Germain FC in Munich, Germany, on Wednesday. (AFP)

Top-four finish ‘not enough’ for trophyless Tottenham: Kane 
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

CAPTAIN Harry Kane says a 
top-four Premier League fin-
ish will not make Tottenham’s 
season a success, admitting 
Spurs are “lacking something” 
as speculation over Antonio 
Conte’s future grows.  

Spurs have seen their hopes 
of avoiding another trophyless 
season evaporate within the 
space of a week, following up an 
FA Cup loss at Sheffield United 
with a Champions League exit 
against Milan.

Tottenham suffered a dire 
Premier League defeat at Wol-
verhampton Wanderers be-
tween those two eliminations, 
and they have now failed to 

score in three successive games 
for the first time since a three-
match losing run in April and 
May 2019.

With Spurs now facing 
a battle for a top-four berth, 
Kane says a 15th consecutive 
campaign without silverware is 
unacceptable.

“Where we’re at as a club, 
we should be winning trophies,” 
Kane told reporters. “The top 
four [being Spurs’ only target] is 
a consequence of not playing as 
well as we want to play.  

“For sure, it’s not enough 
for this club. I totally under-
stand the fans’ frustrations. 
Top four is not good enough for 
anyone at this club, especially 
the fans. They have the right to 
voice their opinion.

“The last week especially 
just hasn’t been good enough. 
Before the Sheffield United 
game, the season could have 
been a whole lot different.  

“You go through there, you 
take that momentum into the 
league game and this game 
[against Milan].  “But I feel like 
that loss last week put a dagger 
in our hearts and as you can 
see, we haven’t really recovered 
from that.” 

Spurs’ expected goals over 
two legs in a 1-0 aggregate de-
feat to Milan was only 0.91, and 
they have failed to win any 
of their past five Champions 
League knockout games (D1 
L4) since beating Ajax 3-2 at 
the semi-final stage in 2019.

It has been suggested their 

latest failure could spell the 
end of head coach Conte’s ten-
ure at the club, with the Italian 
accepting Spurs may sack him 
before his contract expires at 
the end of the season.

Asked for his thoughts on 
Conte’s future, Kane said: “It’s 
his decision, he’s going to be 
the one that makes that choice.  

“All we can do as players is 
try to perform for him, work 
as hard as we can. That’s what 
we’re doing. You can’t fault the 
effort of the players. We’re just 
lacking something.  

“We’ve talked about men-
tality before and that ruthless 
hunger to be better, to be the 
best, to be one of the best teams 
in Europe. We just haven’t 
quite found that yet.”

Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane runs with the ball 
during the UEFA Champions League round of 16 second-leg football 
match between Tottenham Hotspur and Milan AC at Tottenham Hotspur 
Stadium in London on Wednesday. (AFP)

Klinsmann aims to rejuvenate Son as new 
South Korea boss bemoans Spurs woes
STATS PERFORM/DPA

SEOUL 

SON Heung Min has been 
backed to rediscover his best 
form by incoming South Korea 
coach Jürgen Klinsmann, who 
believes a difficult situation at 
Tottenham has hampered the 
attacker.

Son has endured a poor 
season with Spurs, scoring just 
five Premier League goals after 
sharing the Golden Boot with 
Mohamed Salah last term, and 
his troubles have carried onto 
the international stage.

The forward wore a protec-
tive mask at last year’s World 
Cup after suffering a fractured 
eye socket ahead of the tour-
nament, where he failed to net 
in four appearances.

Son produced another inef-
fective performance as Spurs 
exited the Champions League 
against Milan on Wednesday, 
leaving the future of boss Anto-
nio Conte in serious doubt.

His new international 
coach, however, retains faith 
in Son’s ability to bounce back, 
saying: “I’m a big fan of Sonny. 
There’s no doubt. He had a very 
difficult World Cup because he 
was not 100% healthy.

“Obviously I saw all the 
games and I felt for him, but 
I think this is a normal period 
and every player goes through 
little up and downs.

Also, the situation at Tot-

tenham is sometimes not so 
easy.  “I hope that I’m going to 
see him in two weeks and he 
comes with a smile and is hun-
gry for the national team.” 

Klinsmann was named as 
Paulo Bento’s successor last 
month, with the Portuguese 
coach stepping down after a 4-1 
defeat to Brazil in the last 16 
at the World Cup.

Asked how he would ap-

proach the role at his unveil-
ing on Thursday, the former 
Germany international said: 
“Obviously, my personal back-
ground was a striker, so I al-
ways love to attack, and that 
means I’d rather win a game 
4-3 than 1-0.  “But at the end of 
the day, I think a coach always 
has to adapt his approach and 
his philosophy to the people 
around him, mainly the play-

ers.  
“So based on who you have 

as players and what capabili-
ties your team has, you need to 
adapt that philosophy to your 
approach.” South Korea will 
face South American opposi-
tion in their first two outings 
under Klinsmann, with Co-
lombia and Uruguay their op-
ponents for friendlies later this 
month.

Tottenham Hotspur’s South Korean striker Son Heung-Min (L) fights for the ball with AC Milan’s Portuguese 
forward Rafael Leao during the UEFA Champions League round of 16 second-leg match between  
Tottenham Hotspur and Milan AC at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in London on Wednesday. (AFP)

Real Madrid slam ‘insufficient’ 
UEFA CL final refund plan

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

REAL Madrid have slammed 
UEFA’s “insufficient” plan to 
refund some supporters who at-
tended last May’s Champions 
League final, calling for the gov-
erning body to assume respon-
sibility for the chaos which over-
shadowed the game.

An independent report re-
leased last month found UEFA 
“primarily responsible” for the 
“large number of near misses 
that nearly led to disaster” at the 
Stade de France.

Liverpool fans were initially 
blamed by French authorities 
amid shambolic scenes which 
saw supporters placed at risk of 
crushes as the kick-off was de-
layed in Paris.

On Tuesday, UEFA an-
nounced plans to refund all 
19,618 Liverpool supporters with 
tickets to the final, with only a 
section of Madrid fans covered 
by the measures.

However, a response issued 
by the European champions on 
Thursday called on UEFA to ex-
tend the offer to all attendees, de-
scribing overall conditions at the 
game as “unacceptable”.

“Given the conclusiveness of 
the experts’ findings and the seri-

ousness of the events described, 
Real Madrid has been holding 
talks with UEFA with the aim of 
assessing the compensation that 
will be offered to fans,” the state-
ment read.

“Our club was entirely confi-
dent that these solutions would 
be in line with the seriousness of 
the events, the extent of the dam-
age caused and UEFA’s responsi-
bility for them.

“Regrettably, our club be-
lieves that UEFA’s proposal, of-
ficially announced last Tuesday, 
is insufficient.  

“The content of the report 
stresses that all fans attending 
the final were victims of its in-
adequate organisation and their 
safety and security were compro-
mised.  

“The fact is that all the fans 
experienced an unacceptable de-
lay in the start of the match. In 
addition, there was unacceptable 
insecurity both in accessing and 
leaving the stadium, as well as 
additional harm such as theft, as-
saults and threats.

“For this reason, Real Ma-
drid has decided not to coop-
erate in the restricted compen-
sation procedure proposed by 
UEFA, which we ask to redress 
the situation and assume full 
responsibility.”

ALEXIA Putellas has pushed back on the suggestion Spain’s striking players are “rebels” amid their ongoing dispute with the national team and 
coach Jorge Vilda. Following their qualification for the Women’s World Cup in September, 15 players rendered themselves unavailable for selec-
tion, citing the “situation” around La Roja. The RFEF has so far stood by Vilda, despite pleas from the striking group for him to be moved on over 
reasons involving their emotional health, presenting a stalemate ahead of the tournament in July. Putellas has rejected the idea those players are 
in the wrong, with the Barcelona midfielder at pains to stress the view of her colleagues. “We are not rebels,” she told beIN SPORTS. “It’s exhaust-
ing having to constantly claim improvements to perform better. I don’t think you have to put adjectives of this type.” (STATS Perform/DPA)

Putellas pushes back on ‘rebels’ tag as Spain players continue strike
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Khawaja ton puts Australia on top on Day 1

AGENCIES
AHMEDABAD

USMAN Khawaja hit a resolute 
century to give Australia the bet-
ter of the first day of the fourth 
Test against India at the Naren-
dra Modi Stadium on Thursday.

The opener batted all day 
for 104 not out from 251 balls, 
only the second century of a se-
ries dominated by spin.

On a flatter surface in 
Ahmedabad, his total, plus Cam-
eron Green’s 49 not out, helped 
the tourists close on 255-4.

Australia batted slowly for 
much of the day before all-
rounder Green increased the 
intent against the new ball in 
the final session.

Khawaja reached his century 
in the last over of the day, cap-
ping a solid start to the Test from 
Australia as they seek a victory in 
order to draw the series 2-2.

In doing so, they would 
become the first side to avoid 
defeat in an away Test series 
against India since England 
won on their tour of 2012.

India, meanwhile, need to 
win the match to guarantee a 
place in the World Test Cham-
pionship final in June.

After an opening stand of 
61 with Travis Head, Khawaja 
put on 79 in a third-wicket 
stand with Steve Smith that 
lasted 41.2 overs.

They batted throughout 
the afternoon session - the first 
session in the series in which 
a wicket did not fall - before 

Smith was bowled by Ravindra 
Jadeja for 38 from 135 balls af-
ter tea.

Seamer Mohammed Shami 
bowled Peter Handscomb for 
17 but the partnership between 
Khawaja and Green, who hit 
eight fours in his 64 balls, 
tipped the day in Australia’s 

favour.
Khawaja’s century was his 

14th in 60 Tests and his sixth 
since his recall in the Ashes in 
January 2022.
Scores: Australia 1st Inns 
255/4 (Usman Khawaja 104*, 
Cameron Green 49*; Moham-
med Shami 2-65) vs India.

Visitors 255-4

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qatar Racing & Equestri-
an Club (QREC) holds its annu-
al tradition race in memory of 
the late Yousuf Al Romaihi cel-
ebrating him as founder and an 
icon in Qatar’s equestrian rac-
ing. The race was the feature of 
the 40th QREC Race Meeting 
at the Al Rayyan Racecourse 

on Thursday and was won by 
Wathnan Racing’s Inverness.

Inverness (IRE) wrapped 
up the meeting with a quick-
fire double for owner Wathnan 
Racing, trainer Alban de 
Mieulle and jockey Ronan 
Thomas. The 4YO colt main-
tained his excellent form as he 
took the 3200m race for 4YO+ 
Thoroughbreds in strong style, 
winning by four and a half 

lengths. 
Abdulla Rashid Al Kubai-

si, QREC Racing Manager, 
crowned the winners in pres-
ence of Ali, Fahad, Mubarak 
and Mohammed bin Yousef Al 
Romaihi.

Earlier, in the day’s penul-
timate race, Wathnan Rac-
ing’s Bin Al Tair (FR) won the 
1850m Open Race for 4YO+ 
Purebred Arabians by three 

quarters of a length for trainer 
Alban de Mieulle with jockey 
Alban de Mieulle in the saddle.

H.E. Sheikha Iman bint 
Mohammed bin Khalifa Al 
Thani’s Hareeb (FR) contin-
ued his excellent results. Hav-
ing won or been placed in all 
his last nine starts, the Rudy 
Nerbonne-trained 5YO won the 
10th by two and a half lengths, 
recording a second straight vic-

tory in the 2000m Handicap 
(80-100) for 4YO+ Purebred 
Arabian under Lukas Delozier 
who notched up a double on 
the day.

In the 2000m Handicap 
(0-95) for 4YO+ Local Thor-
oughbreds, Nasser Saeed Al 
Eida’s Wukair (QA) regained 
winning thread quickely. Un-
der jockey Marco Casamento, 
the 6YO pulled away in the 
closing stages for a three and 
a half-length victory for trainer 
Gassim Ghazali, who doubled 
up on the day.

Al Rakaben Stud’s Nadir 
(QA) bounced back to winning 
ways quickly as he was saddled 
by Dr. Fahad Salman Al Hajri 
to win the 1600m Handicap 
(65-85) for 4YO+ Local Pure-
bred Arabians by half a length, 
giving jockey Faleh Bughanaim 
a second winner on the day.

In the Handicap (55-75) 
for 3YO+ Thoroughbreds, Jas-
sim bin Ali Al Attiyah’s Good 
Measure (GB) built on his run-
ner-up effort last time out for 

trainer Gassim Ghazali to win 
the mile race by a length and 
a quarter with jockey Lukas 
Delozier onboard.

The 1600m Novice for 3YO 
Thoroughbreds was taken in 
an imposing style by Al Shaqab 
Racing’s Studio City (IRE). 
In the hands of jockey Faleh 
Bughanaim, the Eric Lemarti-
nel-trained colt powered clear 
to win by four lengths.

Al Rabban Racing’s home-
bred Harb (QA) was an im-
pressive winner of the 1600m 
Novice for 4YO+ Local Thor-
oughbreds, as he had too much 
for his rivals to score by five 
lengths under Tomas Lukasek 
for trainer Hadi Al Ramzani.

The meeting began with a 
thrilling finish to the 1600m 
Maiden for 4-6YO Purebred 
Arabians, as the Khalifa bin Ab-
dullah bin Ali Al Attiyah-owned 
and Hamad Al Jehani-trained 
Aktolgali (FR) got up close 
home under Hugo Besnier to 
win by a neck ahead of Light-
ning Struck (FR) (Mu’Azzaz).

Late Yousuf Al Romaihi Cup for Inverness

Bangladesh beat England  
in opening T20I

AGENCIES
CHATTOGRAM

BANGLADESH beat world 
champions England comfort-
ably by six wickets in the first 
T20 international in Chat-
togram on Thursday, reports 
BBC.com.

Opener Najmul Hossain 
Shanto struck an impressive 
51 from 30 balls as the Tigers 
reached their target of 157 with 
two overs to spare.

Shanto added 65 for the 
third wicket with debutant 
Towhid Hridoy, who made 24, 
as the hosts adapted better to a 
slow, sluggish pitch.

The second of three T20s 
takes place on Sunday in Mir-
pur.

It is Bangladesh’s first win 
over England in a T20, though 
it is only the second time the 
teams have met in the format.

England were on course for 
a huge total as captain Jos But-
tler and Phil Salt raced to 80 af-
ter 10 overs, but Bangladesh’s 
seamers fought back at the end, 
conceding just 21 runs from the 

final four overs to restrict Eng-
land to 156-6.

Buttler made a dynamic 
67 from 42 balls after being 
dropped by Shakib Al Hasan on 
19, but when he and Ben Duck-
ett fell in consecutive balls, 
England struggled to make the 
most of their aggressive start.

Seamer Hasan Mahmud led 
the attack with 2-26 from his 
four overs, including the key 
scalp of Buttler.

In reply, Bangladesh also 
made the most of the six-over 
powerplay to attack England’s 
seamers, reaching 54-2.

England’s seamers strug-
gled to adapt to the slow pitch 
and Shanto capitalised, strik-
ing four consecutive bounda-
ries from Mark Wood’s first 
over.

Captain Shakib then calmly 
used his experience to steer his 
side to victory and finish un-
beaten on 34.
Scores: England 156-6 (20 
overs): Buttler 67 (42); Mahmud 
2-26 lost to Bangladesh 158-
4 (18 overs): Shanto 51 (30); 
Wood 1-24.

11Friday, March 10, 2023

The winning team of Wathnan Racing with their trophies and prizes at the Al Rayyan Racecourse on Thursday. Abdulla Rashid Al Kubaisi, QREC 
Racing Manager, crowned the winners in presence of Ali, Fahad, Mubarak and Mohammed bin Yousef Al Romaihi.

Ronan Thomas guides Inverness to victory.

Australia’s Usman Khawaja celebrates after scoring a century (100 runs) during the first day of the fourth and 
final Test cricket against India at the Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad on Thursday. (AFP) 

Bangladesh’s captain Shakib Al Hasan plays a shot during the first 
Twenty20 international against England at the Zahur Ahmed Chowd-
hury Stadium in Chittagong on Thursday. (AFP)

Djokovic has ‘not given up’ on playing  
at Miami Open, says Ivanisevic

STATS PERFORM/DPA

GORAN Ivanisevic says Novak 
Djokovic has not given up hope 
of competing at the Miami 
Open later in March.

The 22-time Grand Slam 
champion withdrew from In-
dian Wells on Monday as he 
is unable to play in the United 
States.

As he is not vaccinated 
against COVID-19, Djokovic 
had applied for special permis-
sion to enter the US, but was 
not given the green light.

While the 35-year-old is in 
the draw for the Miami Open, 
he may have to withdraw again 
despite the United States Ten-
nis Association and US Open 
expressing their hope he would 
be allowed to feature.

Djokovic wants to play 
in a tournament that starts on 
March 22, his coach Ivanisevic 
confirmed, and pressed for a 
swift decision on the issue.

“We haven’t given up. He 

wants to play and I would love 
it if they allow him - it would be 
great both for him and for ten-
nis,” he told Tennis Majors.

“If not, it’s not the end of the 
world, he didn’t play last year as 
well. The most important thing 

is that we find out soon, so that 
we can make a plan.

“Although, in terms of pre-
paring for the European clay 
court season, I’m not sure play-
ing in Miami is the best solu-
tion. It depends on Novak - in 

the past he has triumphed in 
Monte Carlo having played in 
Indian Wells and Miami.

“If he is mentally ready and 
in his fighter mode, like he was 
in Australia, then anything is 
possible.”

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic hits a return against Russia’s Daniil Medvedev (not pictured) during their ATP Dubai 
Duty Free Tennis Championship semi-final match in Dubai, on March 3, 2023. (AFP)

Former US Open champion Emma Raducanu has revealed the wrist 
injury which ended her 2022 season has returned, though she re-
mains hopeful of playing at the Indian Wells Open. Raducanu saw her 
2022 season cut short by a problem with her right wrist, while a bout 
of tonsillitis caused her to miss last week’s Austin Open. She was 
seen practising with strapping on both wrists on Wednesday, ahead 
of her Indian Wells opener against Danka Kovinic scheduled for later 
on Thursday. Asked about her fitness, Raducanu told BBC Sport: 
“The same issue that I had last year has started to flare back up.
“I’ve definitely been managing my load. It’s something that has just 
come back, so I’m trying to be as cautious as possible. I’m going to 
do everything I can to be there tomorrow.” (STATS Perform/DPA)

‘When it rains, it pours’ – Raducanu  
plagued by returning wrist issue

 Quick read
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Sheikha Moza graces Earthna 
Summit 2023 closing ceremony

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HER Highness Sheikha Moza bint 
Nasser, Chairperson of Qatar Founda-
tion (QF), attended the closing of the 
Earthna Summit 2023 on Thursday. The 
two-day summit spotlighted Qatar and 
other counties with hot and arid climates 
and placed them at the centre of the 
global sustainability conversation, high-
lighting the critical adaptation needs of 
countries with such climates and explor-
ing options as the world moves towards 
energy transition.

QF’s Earthna Center for a Sustaina-
ble Future hosted the conference, under 
the theme of ‘Building New Sustainabil-
ity Pathways for Hot and Arid Environ-
ments’, and brought together experts, 
policymakers and delegates to discuss 
food and security adaptation; climate 
change and energy transition; resilient 
cities; and biodiversity.

Also in attendance at the closing ses-
sion was Her Excellency Sheikha Hind 
bint Hamad Al Thani, Vice Chairperson 
and CEO of QF. 

Speaking at the closing session 
Dr Gonzalo Castro de la Mata, execu-
tive director of Earthna, explained how 
sustainability – both in meaning and 
in practice – differs from country to 
country, especially from climate to cli-
mate, and highlighted how developing 
frameworks to deal with hot and arid 
environments is different to developing 
frameworks for those with temperate or 
tropical environments.

“Qatar’s economy is not supported 
by its natural environment,” he said. 
“Instead, it is an economy where its non-
renewable natural capital in the form of 
gas is transformed into human capital, 
infrastructure, and savings and invest-
ments. Sustainability needs to be under-
stood in this context.

“In this sense, we have clearly estab-
lished that globally recognized sustain-
ability frameworks must be adapted to 
reflect our unique and challenging envi-

ronment, and those in other hot and arid 
countries.”

Dr Castro de la Mata went on to 
highlight a key takeaway from the con-
ference, focusing on how cultural herit-
age and indigenous knowledge should 
be utilized by nations to inspire modern 
sustainability approaches.

“We have gained a greater under-
standing of traditional practices, and the 
impact that these can have on ecosystem 
management and climate adaptation 
today,” he said. “We have also looked at 
how we can draw inspiration from Islam 
and different faiths, and historic cultural 
practices to promote more sustainable 
lifestyles today.”

Another key theme of the summit 

was the role of today’s young people. The 
first session of the day, “Governing our 
Climate Future”, featured a discussion 
emphasizing the need to empower the 
younger generation and include them in 
critical policy-making conversations for 
the planet’s future.  

Bader Omar Ismail Al Dafa, Special 
Envoy of the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
for Climate Change and Sustainability, 
and Executive Director of the Global Dry-
land Alliance, said: “My happiness comes 
from seeing the youth in this hall. The 
youth of today are the leaders of tomor-
row, and so, it is important that from an 
early stage they should be given a seat at 
the table so we can hear their views in the 
decision-making process.” 

Three students – Noora Faisal Al 
Dosari, Sara Faisal Al Dosari, and Ham-
ad Nasser Al Thani – from Activists in 
Action, of QF’s Qatar Academy Doha, 
joined experts on stage to ask them 
questions.  Other discussions on the fi-
nal day included “Youth Empowerment 
for a Sustainable Future”, “Governing 
our Climate Future”, “Faith, Ethics and 
the Environment”, and “Green Tech and 
Decarbonization”. 

Attendees were also given the op-
portunity to visit “Earthna Village”, a 
sustainability-focused exhibition show-
casing indigenous and sustainable prac-
tices and hosted short, interactive dis-
cussions.

HH Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of Education Above All Foundation 
(EAA), met with President of Ghana Nana Akufo-Addo in Doha on Thursday. Dur-
ing the meeting, they discussed EAA’s projects in Ghana and efforts to reduce 
the number of out-of-school children. (QNA)

Summit takes indigenous sustainability solutions to the world
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

EXPERTS discussed the im-
portance of harnessing existing 
knowledge and local practices 
to tackle global climate change 
challenges on the first day of the 
Earthna Summit 2023.

The discussion, titled ‘Cli-
mate Change Adaptation: In-
digenous Knowledge and Re-
silience’, was held as part of a 
two-day conference hosted by 
Qatar Foundation’s (QF) Earth-
na Center for a Sustainable Fu-
ture, which is taking place at 
Msheireb Downtown Doha.

Manvendra Singh Shekha-
wat, founder and CEO of Dhun, 
discussed the transformation of a 

neighbourhood in Jaipur, India, 
that went from a barren land to 
a self-sufficient microcosm using 
indigenous techniques. 

And while he believes that 
this particular project will not 
solve the requirements of food, 
shelter, opportunities and other 
needs of the world, the ideas, 
principles and values behind it 

are very scalable. “This solution is 
working on site, but I am not sure 
that it could work 50km from our 
site,” he said. “However, the prin-
ciples – whether you are in Peru 
or in Mumbai or in London – are 
the same.”

He also spoke about the pow-
er of technology, saying: “We are 
in the 21st century, and our abili-

ty to collaborate as human beings 
is more than ever before. The 
ability to learn from each other 
today is more than ever before.

“So, what if we built on foun-
dations that have worked for us 
as humanity for the past 5,000 
years, and then used technology 
to make that shift happen?”

The importance of technol-

ogy was also highlighted by Em-
manuela Shinta, Dayak Activist 
and Environmentalist, from Ka-
limantan, Borneo. 

“The war against climate 
change – a war that cannot be 
won by spears, swords, or shields 
– but it can be won with educa-
tion, innovation, creativity, and 
technology,” Shinta said, ex-

plaining how she, a Dayak wom-
an, flew from Borneo to stand in 
front of an international audi-
ence to talk about climate change 
while holding a mobile telephone 
and a presentation clicker. 

Speaking about how indige-
nous people have the knowledge 
to help, she said: “How can I con-
vince you – the world leaders, de-
cision makers, multi-stakehold-
ers – to believe in indigenous 
knowledge, and to believe in our 
efforts at the front line?”

Additionally, Dr Abdullah Al-
Ghafri, professor of the UNESCO 
Chair on Aflaj Studies, Archeao-
hydrology, University of Nizwa, 
Oman, spoke about utilizing exist-
ing knowledge and practices, high-
lighting the Aflaj irrigation system. 

Earthna Village sheds light 
on rich heritage practices

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AT Earthna Village on the second day 
of the Earthna Summit 2023, visitors 
were given the opportunity to learn 
about Al Nakheel, environmentally 
friendly varnish, Qatar Dhow boats, 
and techniques in shipbuilding root-
ed in Greek heritage. The Village also 
live streamed a session on ‘Faith, Eth-
ics and the Environment’. 

Earthna Village – a public area 

in Baharat Msheireb – was divided 
into three thematic zones: sea, food 
and ancestral tools; and textiles and 
crafts; and displayed indigenous and 
sustainable practices. 

The theme of the two-day inau-
gural summit was ‘Building New Sus-
tainability Pathways for Hot and Arid 
Environments’, and brought together 
sustainability experts and policymak-
ers, including indigenous peoples, to 
learn from each other and exchange 
knowledge.

Global energy transition 
a top issue at Earthna

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

EQUITY and funding are the major 
challenges facing energy transitions, ac-
cording to a session exploring the topic 
on the second day of Qatar Founda-
tion’s Earthna Summit 2023. 

The session brought together a 
group of experts in the field of energy 
and sustainability who discussed how 
international policies are affecting cur-
rent energy transition, and the tools 
and plans countries are using to decar-
bonise their economies.

Shedding light on the challenges 
in the area of global energy transition, 
Omran Hamad Al Kuwari, CEO of Qa-
tar Foundation International (QFI), 
said: “Unfortunately, although re-
newable energy capacity is increasing 
at a rapid pace in various parts of the 
world, that development cannot really 
happen the same way in other coun-
tries. The other challenge is funding 
– how to enable developing countries 
reach their energy transition targets 
and transfer the required resources 
and knowledge to them in a way that 
is equitable.”  

The session also heard from Dr 
Dhabia Al Mohannadi, assistant profes-
sor of Chemical Engineering at Texas 
A&M University in Qatar, who spoke 

about the multiple policies that gov-
ernments can follow to reduce their 
CO2 emission and the need to under-
stand where the emissions come from 
depending on each country’s specific 
emissions profile.  

“In Qatar, a lot of our CO2 emis-
sion is coming from the extraction of 
natural gas and separating CO2 in the 
process of liquified natural gas produc-
tion,” she said. “The rest comes mainly 
from the power and water sector. Once 
the emissions profile is understood, the 
tools that can help in energy transition 
are then looked at. It can be economic 
tools, technological tools or policies that 
are adapted from international level to 
a local level.”

The session reflected that the age of 
unabated fossil fuel production is being 
left behind. Even for companies that 
will continue to use fossil fuels, they are 
trying to reduce their emissions.

Omran Hamad
Al Kuwari

Dr Dhabia
Al Mohannadi
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