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With world’s finest riders 
lighting up the glorious Lon-
gines Arena of Al Shaqab, 
Philipp Weishaupt astride 
nine-year-old mare Just Be 
Gentle claimed a delightful 
victory in the Longines Global 
Champions tour Grand Prix of 
Doha at Al Shaqab on Saturday.

it was also a grand double 
for the German, who had ear-
lier led team Riesenbeck inter-
national to GCL victory on Fri-
day, earning a Golden ticket to 
the season-ending LGCt Super 
Grand Prix at the GC Prague 
Playoffs. 

Presented by hE Sheikh 
Joaan bin hamad Al thani, 
President, Qatar Olympic Com-
mittee, Saturday’s trophies 
were received with a rousing 
applause and standing ovation 
from all in attendance elevated 
the incredible atmosphere felt 
throughout the weekend.

As many as 39 riders 
started in the Longines Global 
Champions tour Grand Prix 
of Doha, and in a true display 
of the level of both horses and 
riders on the Longines Global 
Champions tour, over 12 com-
binations took to the arena in 
round 2.

the third and final day of 
the LGCt of Doha saw spec-
tacular competition on Satur-
day with a fairytale ending to 
a week rocked with emotion. 
it had been a spell of 11 years 
since his last LGCt Grand Prix 
win, but it all came together for 
Weishaupt on a mare that had 
never jumped even a 2* Grand 
Prix in her life. 

“this is a very, very special 
moment. Winning a Longines 
Global Champions tour Grand 
Prix is special but even more so 
with this young mare. We al-
ways put our best horses in the 
league and we won that which 
was already incredible so to put 
this one in the Grand Prix i was 
never expecting to jump clear 
let alone win. these unexpect-
ed wins are the nicest ones so i 
am over the moon right now,” 
said Weishaupt.

“it is a very special moment, 
the nicest story in this whole 
situation is when we have one 
down like what happened with 
Ludger’s (Beerabaum) accident 
it could not have happened in 
a better place. We felt like the 
whole country of Qatar was 
helping us, the hospital was 
amazing and he almost felt like 
he was at home,” he added.

Omar Al Mannai, Event Di-
rector spoke of the competitive 
nature of the Longines Global 
Champions tour, particularly 
at the season opener in Doha: 
“Always the Longines Global 
Champions tour expectation 
is really high you never know 
who can win. We are very glad 
to host this event for the past 
16 years. it has been a tough 
Grand Prix but the three win-
ners did a great job and it has 
once again been an exciting 
competition,” he said.

Christian Kukuk, who 
finished second behind his 
Riesenbeck team-mate, said: 
“it is quite an emotional sec-
ond place today. i am definitely 
more smiling than crying today 
about coming second. i was 
last to go and i had to give eve-
rything. i am so happy for our 
team.”

While third place Simon 
Destre praised the next-level 
show: “this is always one of 
my favourite shows of the sea-
son. thank you to everyone for 
making this possible as all the 
facilities here, especially for the 
horses are fantastic.”

39 riders started in the 
LGCt Grand Prix of Doha, and 
in a true display of the level of 

both horses and riders on the 
tour, over 12 combinations 
took to the arena in round 2. in 
what looked like a rocky start to 
the round 1, clear rounds start-
ed to flow. A dramatic, fast and 
exhilarating jump-off resulted 
in 7 double clear rounds over 
the challenging but jumpable 
Uliano Vezzani built track.

Entering the jump off First 
was Qatar’s Rashid towaim Ali 
Al Marri. With the home-crowd 
on their feet, the pressure was 
felt and an unfortunate two 
rails fell, leaving room for the 
proceeding 11 riders to take to 
the arena. hans-Dieter Dreher 
aboard Elysium produce the 
first of the double clears, set-
ting the bar for those to follow 

while Maikel Van der Vlueten 
had the crowd holding their 

breaths, but an unfortunate rail 
at the last fence.

Philipp Weishaupt and Just 
Be Gentle was the next to enter. 
tight corners and quick lines 
saw the duo fly into the lead, 1.5 
seconds ahead of leader Dreher. 
Next saw leading lady rider Ma-
lin Bayard-Johnsson and h&M 
indiana, 2022’s highest per-
forming horse on the GCL tour, 
leave it all on the line, just 0.28 
seconds behind Weishaupt.

Crowd favourite Mike 
Kawai had the weight of the 
stadium on his shoulders, but a 
slight miscommunication into 
the imposing branded combi-
nation, and the final vertical, 
saw two rails fall. As second of 
the two lady riders in Round 2, 
iolli Mytilineou and Levis de 
Muze marked the middle of the 
riders returning to the arena 
for the final time. A neat and 
tight round followed, resulting 
in a place holding 3rd place.

Smolders, Devos, Delestre 
and Kukuk – the final four. A 
potential podium in itself, it 
was all to play for. A fast four 
for Smolders. An uncharacter-
istic rail from Devos and Moms 
toupie De La Roque. Delestre’s 
speedy clear putting him just 
0.09 behind Weishaupt.

An on-fire Kukuk and Nice 
Van’t Zorgvliet then entered the 
arena as the crowd fell silent 
but he fell short by a mere 0.05 
seconds behind as Weishaput 
emerged triumphant .

As the curtain falls on the 
2023 season opener, the Lon-
gines Global Champions tour 
of Doha, which was a rousing 
success with the contribution 
of the entire team partnered 
with an army of volunteers, all 
eyes look ahead to leg two, the 
LGCt of Miami Beach, where 
riders and spectators alike are 
treated to one of the most icon-
ic stops on tour.

HE Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, President of the Qatar Olympic Committee, presented the trophy to Longines Global Champions Tour Grand Prix of Doha champion Philipp Weishaupt of Germany and other podium 
finishers at the Longines Arena at Al Shaqab on Saturday. Christian Kukuk (left), also from Germany, finished second, while France’s Simon Delestre came third.

Philipp Weishaupt astride nine-year-old mare Just Be Gentle in action in the CSI5* Longines Global Champions Tour Grand Prix of of Doha at the Longines Arena of Al Shaqab on Saturday.

Qatar’s Khalid Mohammed Al Emadi does a victory lap on his mount 
Little Lord Pezi at Al Shaqab on Saturday.

Former Olympian Ali Al Rumaihi awards Qatar’s Khalid Mohammed Al 
Emadi, who topped the CSI3* 1.50m event on Saturday.

CSI5* LONGINES GLOBAL CHAMPIONS 
TOUR GRAND PRIX OF DOHA with jump-
off; Height: 1.60m
1. Horse: Just Be Gentle; Rider: Philipp 
Weishaupt (GER); Time: 73.35 & 34.37 sec; 
Prize money: €123,750,00 
2. Nice van’t Zorgvliet; Christian Kukuk 
(GER); 70.42 & 34.42 sec; €75000 
3. Dexter Fontenis Z; Simon Delestre (FRA); 
69.54 & 34.46 sec; €56250
CSI5* against the clock; Height: 1.45m
1. Horse: Kimosa van het Kritrahof; Rider: 
Jodie Hall McAteer (GBR); Time: 53.07 sec; 
Prize money:  €6550 
2. Harley Davidson; Malin Baryard-Johnsson 
(SWE); 54.97 sec;  €5240 
3. Hollywood V; Henrik von Eckermann 
(SWE); 55.72 sec; €3930 

CSI3* Grand Prix with jump-off; Height: 
1.50m
1. Horse: Little Lord Pezi 2; Rider: Khalid 
Mohamed A S al-Emadi (QAT); Time: 67.30 
& 34.79 sec; Prize money: €32241 
2. Manola LS la Silla; Ramzy al-Duhami 
(KSA); 62.67 & 31.32 sec; €19540 
3. Jack van het Dennehof; Kamal Abdullah 
Bahamdan (KSA); 66.15 & 39.00 sec; 
€14655 
CSI3* against the clock; Height: 1.35m
1. Horse: Navaronne; Rider: Rashid Towaim 
Ali al-Marri (QAT); Time: 53.62 sec; Prize 
money: €1250
2. Obama; Cyrine Cherif (FRA); 56.41 sec; 
€1000
3. Nebrasco; Hamad Nasser al-Qadi (QAT); 
57.93 secs; €750.

Results
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ArgetiniAns Fernando Be-
lasteguin  and Carlos Daniel 
gutierrez scored a thrilling 6-5, 
1-6, 6-4 win over spaniards 
Jeronimo gonzalez and Alejan-
dro ruiz granados at the Khal-
ifa international tennis and 
squash Complex on saturday 
to book a place in the Ooredoo 
Qatar Major Premier Padel.

the fourth seeded pair 
which had shocked World no.1 
duo and last year’s runner-
up Alejandro galan and Juan 
Lebron in straight sets in the 
quarter-finals, spent just over 
two hours and 15 minutes to 
advance on saturday.

they will take on no.2 
seeds Franco stupackzuk and 
Martin Di nenno in an all-Ar-
gentinian final in the opening 
Padel Major of the season.

‘stupa’ and Di nenno ear-
lier knocked down spain’s Ar-
turo Coello and Agustin tapia 
in a sizzling battle bouncing 
back from a set down for 5-7, 
6-3, 6-2 win in two and half 
hours.

QTSBF honours 
Brazilain Lima

the Qatar tennis squash 
and Badminton Federation 

(QtsBF) honoured Brazil’s Pa-
blo Lima, who is playing in his 
final Premier Padel seson.

 During the felicitation 
ceremony held at the centre 
court in the presence of QtsBF 

President nasser ghanim Al 
Khelaifi and secretary-general 
tariq Zainal, the 36-year-old 
Lima said playing in Doha was 
special.

“Of course there are still lot 
of events left in the season, but 
it feels special to play in Doha. 

thank you for this honour,” 
Lima said.  “i love this sport 
a lot. And i am grateful and 
happy to see padel is in good 
hands. And i am sure this sec-
ond of Premier Padel will be 
great,” the former World no.1 
said.

earlier, Lima and spain’s 
Jorge nieto ruiz lost to Argen-
tina’s Fernando Belasteguin/
Carlos Daniel gutierrez, the 
no. 4 seeds, in a two and half 
hour-long thriller in which 
the latter prevailed 1-6, 6-3, 
6-4.

Sports

sTATs Perform/dPA

reiss nelson’s 97th-minute 
strike completed a remarkable 
comeback for Arsenal in a 3-2 
win against Bournemouth on 
saturday.

Phillip Billing scored the 
second-fastest goal in Premier 
League history to hand the 
Cherries a shock lead, with 
Marcos senesi doubling the ad-
vantage in the second half.

thomas Partey and Ben 
White struck in quick succes-
sion to bring Arsenal level, 
though it seemed the gunners 
would remain on course to 
drop crucial points in the title 
race.

substitute nelson had oth-
er ideas though, firing in from 
outside the box in the dying 
moments to restore a five-point 
advantage over Manchester 
City.

Hard-fought win over  
Newcastle keeps City  
on Arsenal’s heels 
Manchester City kept up the 
pressure on leaders Arse-
nal with a 2-0 home victory 
against newcastle United.

Arsenal won their game in 
hand in midweek to increase 
their advantage at the top to 
five points, but it was back to 
two ahead of their game on 
saturday as City responded 
again.

Phil Foden’s first-half goal 
continued his rich vein of 
form, although City needed a 
second from substitute Ber-
nardo silva to make sure.

it was a familiar tale for a 
fading newcastle side, firmly 
in the game but unable to take 
their chances and suddenly 
looking a little vulnerable at 
the back.

City could have been in 
front in the opening minute 

when ilkay gundogan head-
ed over from a Jack grealish 
cross, but the opening goal in-
stead came from the opposite 
flank after 15 minutes.

Foden darted into the box 
away from three black and 
white shirts before his finish 
benefited from a deflection 
off the luckless sven Botman 
- who similarly aided Marcus 
rashford’s goal in the League 
Cup final last week.

newcastle looked to be on 
the ropes but dug in and cre-
ated the best chance across 
the remainder of the first half, 
only for Callum Wilson to 
miscue following Kieran trip-
pier’s square header.

With chances few and far 
between after the break, a tri-
ple newcastle change created 
a spell of pressure.

But Pep guardiola re-

sponded by introducing silva, 
who swiftly put the game to 
bed with a snapshot from just 
inside the box after a smart 
erling Haaland pass with 23 
minutes left.

An excellent late nick 
Pope save was required from 
Foden to cap the scoring at 
two before attention turned to 
title rivals Arsenal’s clash with 
Bournemouth.

Spurs stunned by late 
Traore strike 
Adama traore’s late strike saw 
tottenham stunned by Wol-
verhampton Wanderers in the 
Premier League on saturday, as 
the north London side slipped 
to a 1-0 defeat at Molineux.

the spain international 
netted in the 82nd minute, 
crashing his finish in off the 
crossbar after Fraser Forster 

had parried raul Jimenez’s 
shot towards him.

traore’s goal condemned 
the visitors to back-to-back 
defeats under temporary 
boss Cristian stellini, after 
their shock FA Cup exit to shef-
field United on Wednesday.

But while Antonio Conte 
will return to a side in disar-
ray, opposite number Julen 
Lopetegui will delight in a big 
result that provides a major 
boost to his team’s top-flight 
survival bid. 

English Premier League  
Saturday Results
Man City 2 Newcastle United 0
Aston Villa 1 Crystal Palace 0
Brighton & Hove 4 West Ham 0
Arsenal 3 Bournemouth 2
Chelsea 1 Leeds United 0
Wolverhampton 1 Tottenham 0
Southampton 1 Leicester City 0

Nelson hits dramatic Arsenal winner 
in comeback against Bournemouth 

Russia’s Daniil Medvedev accompanied by his wife Daria Chernyshkova, 
poses with his trophy after winning the ATP Dubai Duty Free Tennis 
Championship final match in Dubai on Saturday. (aFP)

Romania’s Sabrina  
impresses with double 

gold on final day
Tribune news neTwork
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rOMAniA’s 15-year-old sab-
rina Maneca-Voinea won back-
to-back gold medals in Balance 
Beam and Floor exercise finals 
at the 15th Fig Artistic gym-
nastics World Cup at Aspire 
Dome on saturday.

sabrina was fifth on the 
Balance Beam qualifier, but the 
bronze medallist at last year’s 
european Junior Artistic gym-
nastics Championships ironed 
out the flaws in her routines 
to take the gold with 13.766 

points.
Coached by her mother 

and former Olympic gym-
nast Camelia Voinea, sabrina, 
scored 6 and 7.766 points in 
Difficulty and execution.

Ukraine’s Anna Lashchevs-
ka (13.333) pipped germany’s 
emma Leonie Malewski by a 
mere .100 points to claim the 
silver.

in the WAg competition’s 
last final, sabrina collected an 
impressive 13.600 for the gold.

she was joined by Japan’s 
Chiaki Hatakeda and Breanna 
scott (Australia) on the podium.
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Belasteguin and Gutierrez set up final clash with Stupackzuk 
& Di Nenno in Ooredoo Qatar Major Premier Padel 2023

Qatar Tennis, Squash and Badminton Federation President Nasser Ghanim Al Khelaifi applauds after hon-
ouring Brazil’s Pablo Lima with a souvenir trophy at the Khalifa International Tennis & Squash Complex on 
Saturday. A former World No. 1 Lima is playing in his final Premier Padel season. 

Fernando Belasteguin and Carlos Daniel Gutierrez of Argentina after 
their semi-final win on Saturday.

Arsenal’s English midfielder Reiss Nelson (C) celebrates after scoring his team third goal of the team during 
the English Premier League match against Bournemouth at the Emirates Stadium in London on Saturday. 
Arsenal won 3-2. (aFP) 

Romania’s Sabrina Maneca-Voinea (centre) with Japan’s Chiaki Hatake-
da and Breanna Scott (Australia) on the podium at the 15th FIG Artistic 
Gymnastics World Cup in Doha on Saturday.

Medvedev sweeps aside Rublev  
to lift third straight ATP title
PA mediA/dPA

LonDon 

DAniiL Medvedev defeated 
defending champion Andrey 
rublev in the final of the Dubai 
Duty Free tennis Champion-
ships on saturday to win a 
third successive title.

Former world number one 
Medvedev briefly dropped out 
of the top 10 after an early loss 
at the Australian Open capped 
a difficult 12 months but he has 

responded superbly since.
the russian claimed AtP 

tour titles in rotterdam and 
Doha in the last fortnight and, 
after ending novak Djokovic’s 
unbeaten start to the season in 
the semi-finals in Dubai, eased 
to a 6-2, 6-2 victory over rublev.

Medvedev, who heads to 
indian Wells next week on a 
14-match winning streak, said: 
“it’s amazing because the start 
of the year was not perfect.”

Bayern Munich top again after 2-1 in Stuttgart
dPA

BerLin 

BAyern Munich won 2-1 at VfB 
stuttgart on saturday to reclaim 
first place in the Bundesliga on 
goal difference over Borussia 
Dortmund in what now appears 
a two-horse title race.

Matthijs de Ligt and eric 
Maxim Choupo-Moting scored 
for the 10-time reigning cham-
pions Munich in an 11th straight 
league win in stuttgart - after 
a few anxious final minutes as 
Juan José Perea pulled one back 
for the hosts.

Bayern and Dortmund 
moved five points clear at the 

top as their closest rivals failed 
to win.

third-placed Union Berlin 
were held 0-0 by Cologne for a 
third game without victory. rB 
Leipzig and Freiburg are another 
two points back, with Freiburg 
playing to a goalless draw at 10-
man Borussia Mönchenglad-
bach, and Leipzig beaten 2-1 in 
Dortmund on Friday.

stuttgart are meanwhile tied 
with three other teams at the bot-
tom of the table, only in safe 15th 
on goal difference ahead of Hof-
fenheim, schalke and Bochum in 
a dramatic dogfight which also 
includes Hertha Berlin who have 
one point more.

Bayern Munich players celebrate with their fans after the German first 
division Bundesliga match between VfB Stuttgart and FC Bayern Munich 
in Stuttgart, Germany, on Saturday. (aFP)

No.2 seeds Franco Stupackzuk and Martin Di Nenno.
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JOE Jones of Wales produced 
his best for the third and final 
day of 37th Qatar Open Golf 
Amateur Championship as he 
fired a stunning five-under-par 
67 to win by two strokes at the 
Doha Golf Club (DGC) on Sat-
urday.

The Welshman, who card-
ed 73 and 75 in the first two 
rounds, took full advantage 
of improved conditions at the 
course to finish with an aggre-
gate of one-under 215. 

With the title triumph, the 
Wales’ golfer sealed his place 
in the prestigious Commercial 
Bank Qatar Masters 2023 that 
will take place from October 26 
to 29. 

As the title race was wide 
open ahead of final round, 
golfers produced impressive 
performances at the DGC that 
experienced comparatively less 
wind on the decisive day. 

It was a Welsh one-two as 
James Nash was paid for his 
consistent performance in the 
competition. He claimed sec-
ond place after carding a two-
under-par 70 for a total of 217. 

England’s Reece Goodyear, 
who led the first two rounds, 
shot 73 on the decisive day to 
finish third, aggregating 219 
while DGC’s Calum Fitzgerald, 
who had a shaky start with 77 on 
Thursday, fired another 72 on 
Saturday to finish fourth with a 
total of 221.   

Qatar’s Saleh Ali Al Kaabi 
secured a top five finish with 
an aggregate of 223 after scor-
ing 74, while Pakistan’s Omar 
Khalid Hussain (225) finished 
sixth after a card of 74 in the 
final round. 

South-Korea born Russian 
Daniil Sokolov (227), Eng-
land’s Sam Epstein (227), Tej 

Ganjavarapu (228) and Olivier 
van Lelyveld (229) received 
special prizes courtesy top 10 
finish. 

Qatar’s Ali Al Shahrani 
(230), who won the title two 
years ago, struggled on the de-
cisive day carding 82 to finish 
11th.
Final Scores: 215 Joe Jones; 
217 James Nash; 219 Reece 
Goodyear; 221 Calum Fitzgerald; 

223 Saleh Ali Musbah Al Kaabi; 
225 Omar Khalid Hussain;  
227 Daniil Sokolov, Sam Ep-
stein; 228 Tej Gangavarapu;  
229 Olivier van Lelyveld;  
230 Ali Al Shahrani;  
231 Dominic McGlinchey;  
232 Dinesh Kumar, Andrew Saun-
ders, Sultan Abdullah Al Hakam; 
233  Varun Muthappa, Jake 
Wiltshire,  Yaseen Le Falher;  
234 Dean Morris, Myles Taylor.

Jones sizzles on final day to win Qatar Open Golf Amateur C’ship

Qatari dressage rider 
Wejdan Al Malki  
in contention for  
Olympics spot

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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QATARI dressage rider We-
jdan Al Malki has made it to 
the international classification 
of qualifying for 2024 Olympic 

Games according to the newly 
issued list of the International 
Equestrian Federation (FEI).

The 45-year-old Al Malki’s 
qualification came following 
her recent show in the Com-
mercial Bank CHI Al Shaqab 
Presented by Longines Grand 
Prix dressage event in Doha. Al 
Malki excelled on her 18-year-
old purebred Spanish bay stal-
lion Mango Jacaro.

Expressing her delight, Al 
Malki told QNA that she will 
now be attending a training 
camp in Germany, starting 
next month, in preparation for 
all international dressage tour-
naments, the 3-star and 5-star 
classes, which qualify for the 
next Olympic Games (Paris 
2024).

She said she is currently 
training under Irish trainer 
Judy Reynolds, accompanied 
by her horse Mango Jacaro.

With support of the Qatar 
Equestrian Federation and the 
Qatar Olympic Committee, Al 
Malki aspires to compete in 
the international qualifying 
tournaments for the 2024 Paris 
Olympic Games.

Al Malki explained that 
since her childhood she had 
dreamed of becoming a world-
class equestrian rider and her 
dream has come true by be-
coming the first Qatari dres-
sage rider and the first Arab 
woman to compete in the five-
star Grand Prix competition 
in the history of international 
equestrian.

The various winners of the 37th Qatar Open Amateur Championship Qatar Golf Association with QGA Deputy 
General-Secretary Eng. Mohammed Ibrahim Al Muhannadi, and QGA Technical Expert Mike Shoueiry at the 
Doha Golf Club on Saturday.

Winner of the 37th Qatar Open Amateur Championship Joe Jones of 
Wales receives the trophy from QGA Deputy General-Secretary Eng. 
Mohammed Ibrahim Al Muhannadi at the Doha Golf Club on Saturday.

Qatar’s Saleh Al Kaabi receives his prize from QGA Deputy General-Sec-
retary Eng. Mohammed Ibrahim Al Muhannadi. Organizing Committee 
Member and Media Coordinator Walid Saad is on the right. 

Welshman 
secures berth  

for Qatar  
Masters 2023 

Verstappen secures pole for  
F1 season opener in Bahrain

DPA
SAKHIR (BAHRAIN) 

WORLD champion Max Ver-
stappen of Red Bull picked up 
from where he left off and se-
cured the first pole position of 
the year on Saturday for the 
Formula One opener Bahrain 
Grand Prix.

The Dutchman clocked 
1 minute 29.708 seconds to 
claim his 21st career pole 
and beat team-mate Sergio 
Perez by 0.138 second, while 
Charles Leclerc of last season’s 
runners-up Ferrari was third, 
0.292 second off the pace.

“It’s been a bit of a tough 
start to the weekend, not really 
finding my rhythm,” Verstap-
pen said.

“Very happy to be on pole, 
having such a strong car with 
Checo up there as well, it’s amaz-
ing and I’m looking forward to 

tomorrow as well,” he added.
Verstappen was already on 

top of the timesheets after his 
first flying lap in Q3, but closely 
followed by Leclerc. The Mon-

egasque, however, didn’t re-
turn to the track for a second 
attempt, but stressed it was a 
strategic decision.

“There was no issue (with 

the car), I think we were in the 
fight for pole which was good. 
But in the race run we were a 
little bit behind Red Bull so 
starting third on new tyres is 
better than starting first with 
old tyres,” he explained.

Leclerc’s team-mate Carlos 
Sainz was fourth, while much 
hyped Fernando Alonso of As-
ton Martin, who topped two 
practice sessions and had his 
eyes on a first pole position in 
11 years, managed only the fifth 
best time. 

Mercedes duo of George Rus-
sell and Lewis Hamilton were 
sixth and seventh respectively.

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen competes during the qualifying round of the Bahrain Formula 
One Grand Prix at the Bahrain International Circuit in Sakhir Saturday. (AFP)

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver 
Max Verstappen speaks in the pit 
lane during the qualifying round 
of the Bahrain F1 Grand Prix at 
the Bahrain International Circuit 
in Sakhir on Saturday. (AFP)

Wejdan Al Malki astride her 
trusted mount Mango Jacaro dur-
ing CB CHI Al Shaqab Presented 
by Longines at Al Shaqab recently.

Front row: Max Verstappen (NED/Red Bull)/ Sergio Perez (MEX/Red Bull)
2nd row: Charles Leclerc (MON/Ferrari)/ Carlos Sainz (ESP/Ferrari)
3rd row: Fernando Alonso (ESP/Aston Martin-Mercedes)/ George Russell (GBR/Mercedes)
4th row: Lewis Hamilton (GBR/Mercedes)/ Lance Stroll (CAN/Aston Martin-Mercedes)
5th row: Esteban Ocon (FRA/Alpine-Renault)/ Nico Hulkenberg (GER/Haas-Ferrari)
6th row: Lando Norris (GBR/McLaren-Mercedes)/ Valtteri Bottas (FIN/Alfa Romeo)
7th row: Zhou Guanyu (CHN/Alfa Romeo)/ Yuki Tsunoda (JPN/AlphaTauri-Red Bull)
8th row: Alexander Albon (THA/Williams-Mercedes)/ Logan Sargeant (USA/Williams-Mercedes)
9th row: Kevin Magnussen (DEN/Haas-Ferrari)/ Oscar Piastri (AUS/McLaren-Mercedes)
10th row: Nyck de Vries (NED/AlphaTauri-Red Bull)/ Pierre Gasly (FRA/Alpine-Renault)

Starting Grid

Action-packed Senior Arab Judo Championship concludes
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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QATAR successfully hosted 
the Senior Arab Judo Cham-
pionship at Ali bin Hamad Al 
Attiyah Arena with an excit-
ing two days of competition 
over the weekend. The Cham-
pionship was utilized as a 
test event for the World Judo 
Championships – Doha 2023, 
which will take place at the 
same venue from May 7-14.

Salha Al Badi secured 
a silver medal for Qatar in 
the women’s 57kg category. 
Other Qatari judokas in ac-
tion were Mohamed Rabahi 
(81kg), Khalil Rabahi (81kg), 
Rida Almarri (100kg), Fatina 
Bouqehous (52kg), and Khol-

oud al-Kuwari (78kg). The 
event also attracted entrants 

from Egypt, United Arab 
Emirates, Jordan, Djibouti, 

Bahrain, Morocco, Algeria, 
Iraq, Tunisia, Kuwait, Syria, 
and Lebanon.

Winners: 
Men: -60kg: Adel Hamada 
(Egypt); -66kg: Abderrahmane 
Boushita (Morocco); -73kg: 
Houd Zourdani (Algeria); -81kg: 
Askerbii Gerbekov (Bahrain); 
-90kg: Omar El Ramly (Egypt); 
-100kg: Zelimkhan Yakub (Bah-
rain); +100kg: Mohamed Lili 
(Algeria).
Women: -48kg: Noura Salem 
(Egypt); -52kg: Faiza Aissahine 
(Algeria); -57kg: Soumiya Iraoui 
(Morocco); -63kg: Taibi Chaimae 
(Morocco); -70kg: Souad Bel-
lakehal (Algeria); 78kg: Louiza 
Ichallal (Algeria);   +78kg: 
Nermine Graoua (Algeria).


