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Khalid Tawalbeh 
DOHa 

Deputyprime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign affairs He Sheikh Mohammed 
bin abdulrahman al thani and united 
Nations Secretary-general antonio 
guterres inaugurated the uN House in 
Lusail on Saturday as a high-level uN 
diplomatic center in the region.

the Deputy prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign affairs pointed 
out that the opening of the united Na-
tions House in Doha is an expression 
of the depth of the strategic partner-
ship of consultation, cooperation 
and coordination between the united 
Nations and the State of Qatar.

He said the opening of the united 
Nations House in Qatar signals a 
momentous occasion for both the 
country and the agency as the two 
move towards increased cooperation.

He stressed that this major 

event is the culmination of half a 
century of partnership and dynamic 
relations between Qatar and the 
united Nations, interspersed with 
many stations and joint work to build 
peace, development and face global 
challenges.

Speaking during the opening 
ceremony, uN Secretary-general 
antonio guterres stressed that Doha 
has become an important center for 
diplomacy that facilitates some of the 
most complex conflicts in the world, 
as Qatar has provided crucial support 
to dialogue through diplomacy and 
generous humanitarian assistance. 

He added that Qatar is also a gen-
erous supporter of vital development 
and humanitarian efforts, and that the 
opening of the united Nations House 
in Doha is an expression of the great 
interconnection and coordination be-
tween Qatar and international organi-
zations. page 2

United Nations House 
inaugurated in Doha

QNa
DOHa

His Highness the Amir of state of 
Qatar sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani will inaugurate the United Na-
tions 5th Conference on Least Devel-
oped Countries (LDC5) on sunday 
morning.

The conference will be held under 
the theme “From Potential to Pros-
perity” at Qatar National Convention 
Centre (QNCC), with the participa-
tion of a line-up of Their Majesties, 
Highnesses and Excellencies heads 
of states and governments, minis-

ters and diplomats from sisterly and 
friendly countries, along with senior 
officials, businessmen, decision mak-
ers and representatives of regional 
and international organizations and 
companies.

The UN Conference on Least De-
veloped Countries will provide an op-
portunity to discuss and build effective 
plans and partnerships to implement 
the Doha Program of Action for the 
Least Developed Countries for the Dec-
ade (2022-2031). it is expected that 4 
to 5 thousand participants from abroad 
and 1,000 from Qatar will participate 
in this important and major event.

aMir to open un conference  
on Least DeveLopeD Countries toDay

QNa
DOHa

QATAr has expressed its hope that 
the 5th UN Conference on Least De-
veloped Countries (LDC5), which 
will be inaugurated in Doha on sun-
day, will be a milestone toward ful-
filling the commitment of the Doha 
Program of Action for the least 
developed countries (LDCs) and 
strengthen cooperation and part-
nerships with them. 

The conference presents a his-
torical opportunity for participating 
parties to reaffirm their commit-
ment to constructive cooperation 
and multilateral action, and to sup-
port the LDCs in addressing the 
grave challenges.

This came in the speech of 
Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs HE sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al 
Thani before the summit of the 
Least Developed Countries Group 
on the sidelines of the LDC5 con-
ference.  The President of the re-
public of Malawi and Chair of the 
LDC Group under the UN Lazarus 
Chakwera, UN secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres, and a number of 
representatives of the least devel-
oped countries participated in the 
conference. 

The FM indicated that Qatar’s 
initiative to host the LDC5 confer-
ence from March 5-9, stemmed 
from its belief in the need to pay 
more attention to responding to the 
needs of the LDCs.

He added that the participants 
have a historical opportunity to 

reaffirm their commitment to con-
structive cooperation and multilat-
eral action, support the LDCs in ad-
dressing the grave challenges, and 
continue the positive momentum 
and spirit of solidarity that charac-
terized the unanimous adoption of 
the Doha Program of Action.

The FM stressed that interpret-
ing the overall ambitious promises, 
measures, and commitments of the 
Doha Program of Action into prac-
tical actions and achieving the de-
sired transformation in the lives of 
LDCs people, would be the criterion 
for the participants’ collective suc-
cess as an international community 

in this endeavor.
He expressed Qatar’s desires 

that the coming five days, and 
what they represent of a once-in-
a-decade historical opportunity, be 
a chance for hope and change, and 
express the sincere desire for mean-
ingful collective change.

The FM added that Qatar has no 
doubt that through the participants’ 
collective cooperation, the LDC5 
would be a significant turning point 
in responding to the aspirations of 
the peoples of LDCs that deserve 
full commitment and solidarity.

Doha conference will help LDCs 
address grave challenges: FM 

Translating the overall 
promises, measures 
and ambitious 

commitments embodied in the 
Doha Program of action into 
practical actions, and bringing 
about the desired transformation 
in the lives of the people of the 
least developed countries, will be 
the criterion that will judge our 
collective success as an 
international community in this 
endeavour. We look forward to 
the next five days, and what they 
represent of a historical moment 
that is available only once every 
ten years, as an opportunity for 
hope and change, and to express 
the sincere desire for meaningful 
collective action. 
—HE Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani

UN chief calls on wealthy 
nations to provide $500 bn 
annually to poor countries

QNa
DOHa

sECrETAry-GENErAL of the United 
Nations Antonio Guterres has called 
on wealthy countries around the world 
to support poor nations and help them 
overcome obstacles that stand in the 
way of their economic development.

in a speech before the Fifth United 
Nations Conference on the Least De-
veloped Countries (LDC5), which will 
take place in Doha from March 5-9, 
Guterres said that wealthy nations 
should provide $500 billion annually 
to help those countries “trapped in vi-
cious cycles” that block their efforts to 
boost economies and improve health 
and education.

Guterres said that LDCs were 
trapped in an escalating wave of crises, 
debt, climate chaos, and deep global 
injustice. 

He added, “The global financial 
system was designed by wealthy coun-
tries, largely to their benefit.” 

He pointed out, “Most developed 
countries are falling short of their 
promise to provide 0.15-0.20 percent 

of their Gross National income to 
Least Developed Countries.” 

The UN secretary-general ad-
dressed poor countries by saying, “De-
prived of liquidity, you are locked out 
of capital markets by predatory inter-
est rates.”

Guterres stressed, “Human devel-
opment is impossible when education, 
health care and social protection sys-
tems are struggling - or non-existent.” 

UN Secretary-General antonio Guterres.

MiNiSter of education and Higher 
education He Buthaina bint ali al 
Jabr al Nuaimi has affirmed the 
commitment of Qatar to support the 
Least Developed Countries (LDCs) 
by strengthening comprehensive 
and effective national education 
systems, whether in distance class-
es or in direct educational sites, 
improving curricula that respond to 
the dynamic nature of education, 
training and labor market.

She stressed the importance 
of strengthening local contexts, in-
cluding country-specific challenges, 
capacity development of teachers, 
especially in rural areas, improve-
ments in basic infrastructure, and 
provision of adequate supplies to 
suit the learning requirements of 
all children. 

the minister said the issue 
of education is one of the main 
pillars of the country’s develop-
ment programs, as education is the 
guarantee for building sustainable 
societies that are able to withstand 
challenges, as it contributes to in-
creasing the productivity of individu-
als, and the promotion of economic 
growth. (QNA) page 16

‘Qatar committed  
to supporting  
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UN House is culmination of half a century 
of Qatar-UN partnership & relations: FM

Khalid Tawalbeh
Doha

Deputy prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs He 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman Al thani and united 
Nations Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres inaugurated the 
uN House in Lusail on Satur-
day as a high-level uN diplo-
matic centre in the region.

the Deputy prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
pointed out that the opening 
of the united Nations House 
in Doha is an expression of the 
depth of the strategic partner-
ship of consultation, coopera-
tion and coordination between 
the united Nations and Qatar.

He said the opening of the 
united Nations House in Qa-
tar signals a momentous occa-
sion for both the country and 
the agency as the two move 
towards increased cooperation.

He stressed that this major 
event is the culmination of half 
a century of partnership and 
dynamic relations between Qa-
tar and the united Nations, in-
terspersed with many stations 
and joint work to build peace, 
development and face global 
challenges.

Speaking during the open-
ing ceremony, uN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres 
stressed that Doha has become 
an important centre for diplo-
macy that facilitates resolution 
of some of the most complex 
conflicts in the world, as Qatar 
has provided crucial support 
to dialogue through diplomacy 
and generous humanitarian as-
sistance.

He added that Qatar is also 
a generous supporter of vital 
development and humanitar-
ian efforts, stressing that the 
opening of the united Nations 
House in Doha is an expression 
of the great interconnection 

and coordination between Qa-
tar and international organisa-
tions.

Speaking to Qatar tribune, 
Spokesman for the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs He Dr Majid 
Al Ansari said choosing Doha 
as the centre of the united Na-
tions House in the region car-
ries more than one message, 
due to the fact that Qatar en-

joys political and economic sta-
bility and ease of working and 
communicating with interna-
tional organisations, stressing 
that the government of Qatar is 
committed to cooperation and 
support for international or-
ganisations, making it an ideal 
partner for the united Nations, 
gaining the confidence of the 
international community.

He said, “the opening of the 
united Nations House in Qatar 
goes beyond being an ordinary 
centre for the largest and most 
prestigious international or-
ganisations ever, to an interna-
tional recognition of the great 
role played by Doha as a re-
gional and international player 
in the united Nations aimed at 
achieving security, peace and 
sustainable development.

“the united Nations House 
crowns the strong and strategic 
relationship with the united 
Nations and emphasises the 
pivotal role played by Qatar in 
the region and international 
community, and the united 
Nations House can contribute 
to strengthening Qatar’s posi-
tion as a country that adopts 
international values and prin-
ciples and affirms its quest to 
promote international justice 
and peace, making it the ideal 
partner of the united Nations 
in the region.”

He added, “the united Na-
tions House is an opportunity 
to enhance cooperation be-
tween the uN member states 
and strengthen dialogue and 
understanding between them. 
It can also provide diplomatic 
and legal facilities and servic-
es to countries in the region, 
contribute to strengthening 
strategic, trade and economic 
partnerships, and serve as a 
platform for the exchange of 
experiences and knowledge in 
addition to being an impor-
tant step in enhancing secu-
rity, peace and stability in the 
region, which is facing many 
challenges and crises.”

Dr Ansari stressed that the 
united Nations House is an op-
portunity to enhance the image 
of the region and change the 
stereotype promoted by oth-
ers about the countries of the 
region, and also attracts the at-
tention of many specialists and 

interested people from around 
the world to work together to 
solve the issues and crises of 
the region.

He said, “Over the past 
decade, Doha has been able, 
through clearly targeted diplo-
macy, to play a strategic role 
in achieving the goals of the 
united Nations, and under 
the guidance of the wise lead-
ership, through a partnership 
between the two parties that 
has lasted for more than half 
a century, since it joined the 
international organisation in 
1971, and the formation of the 
permanent delegation of Qatar 
to the united Nations in New 
york in order to manage its 
relationship with the interna-
tional organisation.”

He continued, “this is part 
of a long-term vision through 
which Qatar, in line with its for-
eign policy, adheres to the prin-
ciples of international law and 
the Charter of the united Na-
tions and contributes to achiev-
ing security and stability. these 
principles set by Qatar are in 
line with the National Vision 
2030 and its main pillars and 
based on its efforts as an active 
member in its regional and in-
ternational environment. Qatar 
believes that conflict resolution 
can only be through dialogue 
and peaceful means.

“the opening of the united 
Nations House coincides with 
the fifth united Nations confer-
ence on the Least Developed 
Countries (LDC5) and will con-
tribute to strengthening rela-
tions between the international 
organisation and the countries 
of the Middle east and North 
Africa, and can be a source 
of solutions and guidance to 
achieve the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals, and expand op-
portunities for local communi-
ties to develop their skills and 
improve their lives.”

Shura speaker meets participants 
of Parliamentary Forum on LDCs

Shura speaker stresses Qatar’s role in assisting LDCs

QNa
Doha

SpeAker of the Shura Council He Hassan 
bin Abdullah Al Ghanim on Saturday held 
meetings with a number of parliamentar-
ians participating in the parliamentary Fo-
rum on Least Developed Countries (LDCs), 
organised by the Shura council on the side-
lines of the 5th uN Conference on Least De-
veloped Countries (LDC5).

His excellency met with president of 
the Inter-parliamentary union (Ipu) He 
Duarte pacheco, Speaker of the National 
Assembly of Niger He Seyni Oumarou and 
Speaker of the National Assembly of Zam-
bia He Nelly kashumba Mutti.

During the meetings, the participants 
praised the efforts of the State of Qatar in 
supporting the least developed countries, 
and in this context valued the Doha Work 
programme for the Least Developed Coun-
tries for the Decade 2022-2031, under the 

title “Challenges and Opportunities related 
to Human rights”. they also praised the ef-
forts of the State of Qatar in supporting the 
goals of sustainable development, support-
ing development efforts in different parts of 
the world, and its efforts in peace operations 
in hotbeds of conflict.

they noted the importance of the forum 
for making recommendations to the confer-
ence with the aim of supporting the least 
developed countries, and strengthening 
efforts to remove them from this classifica-
tion, expressing their thanks to the Shura 
Council for organising the important parlia-
mentary event.

During the meetings, a number of is-
sues related to the role of parliamentarians 
in supporting development efforts, in par-
ticular the least developed countries, were 
discussed, besides a number of topics that 
were discussed in the forum.

A number of their excellencies members 
of the Shura Council attended the meetings.

QNa 
Doha

SpeAker of the Shura Council He 
Hassan bin Abdullah Al Ghanim 
has underscored the importance of 
Qatar’s role in supporting the least 
developed countries (LDCs), stress-
ing that Qatar is an active strategic 
partner in the international com-
munity, as it was keen to host im-
portant united Nations conferenc-
es about supporting poor countries.

In his speech at the opening ses-
sion of the parliamentary Forum 
on LDCs, on the sidelines of the 5th 
uN Conference on Least Developed 
Countries (LDC5), which will kick 
off in Doha on Sunday, the Shura 
speaker added that this support 
comes from the affirmation of the 
Amir His Highness Sheikh tamim 
bin Hamad Al thani in all economic 
forums on the necessity of not leav-
ing poor countries to face the issue 
of extreme poverty on their own.

He pointed out that Qatar 
signed an agreement with the uN 
in October 2022 to host the con-
ference as part of Qatar’s efforts to 
support the development issues of 
developing countries and LDCs.

He referred to the adoption 
of the Doha programme of Action 
for LDCs for 2022-2031, under the 
title ‘Human rights related Chal-
lenges and Opportunities’, during 
the first part of the conference that 
Qatar held at the uN headquarters 
in New york in March 2022.

He said this would help these 
countries to face the COVID-19 
pandemic challenges, economic 
crises and climate change.

the Shura speaker outlined Qa-
tar’s keenness to support various 
countries and humanitarian and 
development organisations, adding 
that Qatar is one of the largest do-
nors and supporters of LDCs, with 
more than $700 million of humani-
tarian and development assistance 
provided via the Qatar Fund for De-
velopment in 2022.

He added that this assistance 
contributed to implementing uN 
projects and programs to support 
LDCs.

He reviewed Qatar’s efforts and 
contributions in supporting coun-
tries, providing healthcare, educa-
tion and relief projects, and sup-
porting development and climate 
change projects, in addition to its 
efforts in supporting countries to 
mitigate the COVID-19 effects, as 

Qatar’s aid, via QFFD, exceeded 
$140 million. 

Ghanim stated that Qatar’s ef-
forts and contributions to support-
ing and developing poor and needy 
communities and LDCs and em-
powering people and building their 
capacities come from its commit-
ment to supporting development 
and relief programmes and achiev-
ing a sustainable impact through 
aid in various parts of the world.

regarding the parliamentary 
Forum on LDCs, he said it aims to 
support the contributions of par-
liamentarians around the world to 
the uN-led efforts to assist LDCs to 
emerge from this classification.

He described the role of parlia-
ments members of the Inter-par-
liamentary union (Ipu) and their 
contributions to the meetings con-
cerned with the revisions of the 10-
year plans, as institutions of good 
governance, and their ability to se-
cure the inclusion of many of their 
views in the essential objective pa-
pers of government meetings for 
the benefit of LDCs, which is an 
affirmation of the parliaments’ role 
as a partner in supporting LDCs 
and its responsibility in monitoring 
the commitment of governments 
towards those countries.

He said the Doha programme of 
Action would contribute to charting 
a path that responds to the various 
challenges of the next decade and 
enhances the ability of LDCs to ad-
dress future challenges.

The opening of the United Nations House in Doha is an expression of the depth of the strategic partnership of consultation, cooperation and coordination 
between the United Nations and Qatar.

hamad bin suhaim al thani chairman
adel ali bin ali managing director
dr hassan mohammed al ansari editor-in-chiefEstablishEd sEptEmbEr 3, 2006

Speaker of the Shura Council HE Has-
san bin Abdullah Al Ghanim

The UN House

United nations HoUse inaUgUrated in doHa
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StudentS from across education City show-
cased their innovation skills at the Invent for 
the Planet competition, organised by texas 
A&M university at Qatar (tamuq), a Qatar 
Foundation partner university. Over 48 hours, 
participants had to design, build and present 
ideas and technologies of benefit to the world.

Started by texas A&M university’s main 
campus in College Station, texas (uSA), In-
vent for the Planet asked students from more 
than 24 participating universities around the 
world to tackle the most challenging issues 
facing the world today in just 48 hours.

tamuq’s  Centre for teaching and Learn-
ing (CtL) organised and hosted the Qatar 
competition, in collaboration with the en-
gineering entrepreneurship Program at the 
main campus. the winning team from Qatar 
will now compete with other winning teams 
around the globe from 24 universities partici-
pating from America, europe, Asia, Africa and 
Australia. 

dr Bilal Mansoor, CtL director at tamuq, 
said, “Invent for the Planet provides a unique 
high-impact multiversity learning opportuni-
ty for tamuq engineering students to collab-
orate with students from different majors in 
education City, bringing together diverse per-
spectives and skillsets. through the intense 
and exciting process of ideation, prototyping 

and iteration, students are pushed to think 
beyond their usual boundaries, challenge as-
sumptions, and learn from failure. In less than 
two days, they not only develop innovative so-
lutions to real-world problems, but also gain 
valuable teamwork and leadership skills that 
are essential for success in any field.”

First place and a $1,000 prize went to 
team eco-engineers --  Abdulaziz Al-Fakhroo, 
Hind Fakhroo, Joud Massalkhi, Meera Jarrar, 
Roudha Al-Khaldi and Punit Pande -- for their 
Solar Path, a self-healing solar cell with lens 
concentrator designed to lower the mainte-
nance cost and improve the efficiency of solar 
panels. 

Second place went to team thirst Quench-
ers -- Abdulla Zaza, Abdulkarim Challiwala, 
Gassim Ibrahim, Jaafar Ballout, Yosef Mo-
hamad and Youssef Mortada -- for their in-
novation which focused on supplying clean 
drinking water for people in most need, spe-
cifically rural areas.

third Place was a tie between team Re-
style Revolutionists (Ghada Abdelrahman, 
Reem el Shabasy, Wardah Shan, Inas Mahir, 
Samiha Rahman) who worked on reducing 
textile waste and increase textile recycling 
through technology, and team disaster Link 
(Syed Afnan Ahmed, nathan Braganza, Amna 
Cassim, Amanda Cruz, Wala Abdelhalim, and 
nivinya Hemachandra) who addressed the 
problem of communications in the event of 
natural disasters.

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QAtAR tourism (Qt) has revealed the schedule 
of upcoming events as part of Shop Qatar, the 
largest shopping festival in the country.

Khalifa Al Haroon, founder and CeO of com-
munity platform ‘I Love Qatar,’ is the face of this 
year’s shopping festival, as part of a new partner-
ship with Qt. Arab Mega Stars will take centre 
stage at Shop Qatar this year, with a performance 
by Haifa and elissa on March 9 at Mondrian Ho-
tel, and one from Oumaima taleb on March 10 
at Katara Amphitheatre.

Sheikha Hessa Al-thani, Head of Market-
ing and Planning at Qatar tourism, said: “We 
are delighted to partner with I Love Qatar and 
its founder, Khalifa Al Haroon, to promote the 
variety of events and activities taking place as 
part of this year’s Shop Qatar. We have a packed 
schedule of festivities and promotions this year 
to ensure residents and visitors experience the 
ultimate shopping festival of its kind.” 

Beauty retailer Sephora is set to host a se-
ries of events as part of the Shop Qatar festival. 
It will be offering “Sephora Saturdays” at Place 
Vendôme, featuring masterclasses that are open 
to all from 7 pm to 10 pm. Additionally, “Sephora 
Ladies night” will be held every Wednesday at 
the same time, while a special “Sephora Men’s 
night” is scheduled for March 4. Alongside this, 
Harvey nichols at doha Festival City is set to 
host a grand fashion show on March 14, featur-
ing local designers’ Ramadan collections of Caf-
tan and Abayas.

Participating in the month-long celebration 
of Qatar’s retail industry are ten of the most 

popular shopping malls in the country, which 
include doha Festival City, Place Vendôme, and 
Lagoona Mall. 

For every 200 QAR spent, shoppers are eli-
gible to enter a draw for mega prizes worth over 
2 million QAR. On March 4th, 11th, and 18th, 
Qatar tourism will be holding raffles at Lagoona 
Mall, Place Vendome, and doha Festival City 
(dFC), respectively. Starting at 8 pm, each event 
promises to be an exciting and fun-filled evening, 
with a chance for attendees to walk away with 
some incredible prizes. these include six cash 
prizes worth QR 10,000, three cash prizes worth 
QR 20,000, and a grand prize of either a BMW 
X5 or a studio apartment in the Pearl Qatar. 

Shoppers can also look forward to spectacu-
lar roaming performances that will take place at 
participating malls throughout the month-long 
shopping festival. these acts include dazzling 
winter circus and heliosphere aerial perfor-
mances, as well as a captivating trip to the en-
chanted fairy forest for young children.

For more information on upcoming events, 
visit www.qatarcalendar.com and follow @qa-
tarcalendar on Facebook and Instagram.

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

In a bid to promote knowledge 
sharing and sustainability best 
practices, the Gulf Organisa-
tion for Research & develop-
ment (GORd), in collaboration 
with the Supreme Committee 
for delivery & Legacy (SC), 
Qatar Science & technology 
Park (QStP) and Global Car-
bon Council (GCC), organised 
an event on the Sustainability 
Legacy of FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022. 

Sharing insights on ways 
Qatar met its ambitious cli-
mate commitment for the 
tournament, the event brought 
together sustainability profes-
sionals, carbon finance experts, 
climate solution providers, in-
novators and specialists who 
were directly involved in World 
Cup 2022 projects.

the event features high-
level expert speakers from 
FIFA, SC, Q22, GORd, Qatar 
Rail, GCC, Baladna and Arab 
engineering Bureau (AeB).

Speaking on the sidelines 
of the event, dr Yousef Alhorr, 
founding chairman of GORd, 
said: “Qatar envisioned a cli-
mate resilient future long be-
fore its winning bid for the 
FIFA World Cup, but the op-
portunity to host the world’s 
most-watched sporting event 
certainly accelerated our pro-
gress. From the outset, we be-
lieved that the World Cup can 
be an enabler of green transfor-
mation, not only in Qatar but 
also across the globe. 

“this knowledge-sharing 
event is about showcasing the 
green initiatives that we en-
gaged in with support from 
the Supreme Committee for 
delivery & Legacy. By sharing 
insights on ways Qatar met its 
ambitious sustainability goals 
for the event, we hope to in-
spire and empower other en-
tities to take action towards a 
more low-carbon future. At the 
same time, we remain commit-

ted to ensuring that the sus-
tainability legacy of Qatar 2022 
lives on for years to come.”

SC’s Sustainability execu-
tive director engineer Bodour 
Al Meer said, “We always knew 
that hosting the FIFA World 
Cup in Qatar was an oppor-
tunity to design and deliver 
projects that would reduce 
environmental impact during 
the event and at the same time 
leave a positive legacy. 

One key aspect of our 
strategy was our green build-
ing programme and we are 
proud to have achieved GSAS 
certification for the design, 
construction, and operations 
for the stadiums. the Sustain-
ability Programme for the FIFA 
World Cup was the first to be 
jointly developed and deliv-
ered between the host country 
and FIFA. through this col-
laboration, we were able to 
have a positive impact during 
preparations, operations and 
in legacy.”

Representing FIFA, Fed-
erico Addiechi, FIFA’s head of 
Sustainability & environment, 
said: “As a team, we delivered a 
World Cup which offered many 
‘firsts’ and one that implement-
ed the most comprehensive 
sustainability strategy of a me-
ga-sport event ever. this World 
Cup 2022 will not only leave a 
positive legacy for sustainabili-
ty in Qatar, but will also impact 

the way similar events will be 
conducted around the world. 
Qatar’s positive influence will 
continue to be felt in future 
FIFA World Cups and beyond.”

Yosouf Al Salehi, execu-
tive director of QStP, said: 
“Qatar has taken great strides 
in executing a sustainability 
agenda for economic develop-
ment over the past decade. the 
World Cup preparations saw a 
particular push towards carbon 
neutrality, with tangible meas-
ures put in place that ensured 
a significant reduction of harm-
ful emissions and non-recycla-
ble waste. 

“It is imperative that we 
not only celebrate the sustain-
ability legacy of the World Cup 
but also talk about it on plat-
forms such as the QStP Meet 
the expert series which we 
are very proud to host. Bring-
ing together experts who have 
contributed towards creating 
this legacy is an essential step 
in sharing knowledge as well as 
educating the public.”

during the event, partici-
pants learnt about key projects 
that helped build a green legacy 
of the tournament. Speakers 
at the event covered a range 
of topics, including the posi-
tive sustainability aspects of 
Qatar 2022, environmental 
performance of stadiums dur-
ing operations, carbon neutral-
ity of the tournament, carbon 

offsetting in the World Cup 
context, construction waste 
management, dust control, 
energy and water conservation 
best practices at stadium sites, 
sustainability in the design of 
the stadiums, and sustainabil-
ity implementation in Qatar by 
key organisations.

A key highlight of the event 
remained the expert panel dis-
cussion on carbon neutrality, 
which highlighted Qatar’s com-
mitment to reducing the carbon 
footprint of the tournament. 

Leading this session were 
climate experts from the Glob-
al Carbon Council – MenA 
region’s first carbon credits is-
suance program that also con-
tributed towards the carbon 
neutrality of Qatar 2022.  

the event also explored 
the environmentally efficient 
design and construction of 
stadiums, highlighting the use 
of sustainable materials and 
waste management practices 
that led to the achievement of 
outstanding green building 
ratings under the Global Sus-
tainability Assessment System 
(GSAS). 

Participants of this session 
learned about the best practic-
es in energy and water conser-
vation, and dust control meas-
ures along with other strategies 
that were implemented at sta-
dium sites to reduce their envi-
ronmental impact.

GORD event highlights FIFA WC 
Qatar 2022 sustainability legacy

AshrAf siddiqui
Doha

uKRAIne is the only country 
which has continued to export 
grains to other countries even in 
midst of war and occupation of 
its territories, ukraine’s Ambas-
sador to the State of Qatar He 
Andreii Kuzmenko has said.

“ukraine has so far exported 
50 million tonnes of grains un-
der Black Sea Grain Initiative 
programme,” he told a press 
conference held at the ukrain-
ian embassy in doha.

two un task forces on the 
talks were established in par-
allel. the first task force was 
on the shipment of ukrainian 
grain through the Black Sea. It 

was led by un Humanitarian 
Affairs Chief and Head of CCHA 
Martin Griffths. the other was 
on facilitating exports of Rus-
sian food and fertilizers. It was 
headed by Rebecca Grynspan, 
Secretary General, un trade 
and development body (unC-
tAd).

He Andreii Kuzmenko ex-
pressed his gratitude to Qatar 
for announcing the $20 mil-
lion support for ‘Grain from 
ukraine’, humanitarian pro-
gramme. the programme 
aimed at helping needy coun-
tries to obtain grains exported 
by ukraine.

the programme accumu-
lated funds of more than $180 
million for supply ukrain-

ian food to countries in Africa 
and Asia that suffer most from 
famine. President Volodymyr 

Zelenskyy launched ‘Grain from 
ukraine’ programme during the 
founding International Summit 
on Food Security. More than 30 
countries and international or-
ganisations had declared their 
support for the project.

Ambassador Kuzmenko 
said his country has been source 
of grains to most parts of the 
world. Over half billion people 
globally are suffering starvation 

due to the Russia-ukraine con-
flict. Most affected people are 
from least developed countries 
in Africa, Middle east and Asia.

the envoy said that export 
of grains from ukraine was 
completely blocked by Rus-
sia since start of the full scale 
war. However, under the un 
intervention, Black Sea Grain 
Initiative was set up and from 
the designated ukraine ports of 
Chornomorsk, Odesa and Yuzh-
ny/Pivdennyi, supply of grains 
to the needy countries was initi-
ated.

He said that the war had se-
verely damaged the infrastruc-
ture of ukraine in addition to 
causing loss of innocent lives 
and property and displacing 

millions people. It has left one 
third of the power generating 
facilities of ukraine damaged 
and also caused the GdP to 
shrink by one third.

Once the war is over and 
ukraine is able to fully liber-
ate its territories, an estimated 
uS$38 billion would be re-
quired to reconstruct the in-
frastructure damaged till date, 
he added. He thanked partners 
and friendly countries for their 
financial assistance of more 
than uS$ 4.5 billion since be-
ginning of the year.

He reiterated that there was 
no scope of mediation and talks 
with Russia unless and until all 
ukraine territories are vacated 
by the occupied forces.

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QAtAR Charity (QC), through 
its global ‘Rofaqa’ initiative for 
orphans and underprivileged 
children care, seeks to sponsor 
the largest possible number of 
orphans who are still on wait-
ing lists, hoping to bring the 
number of the sponsored to 
200,000 before the blessed 
month of Ramadan, urging 
philanthropists to support the 
programme. 

this is to promote social 
solidarity and serve humanity 
with the support from benefac-
tors in Qatar.  Qatar Charity, 
through this initiative, is keen 
to provide comprehensive care 
to sponsored persons, who are 
now more than 194,000, by 
providing various services and 
implementing projects to meet 
their needs and provide them 
with social protection.

Yousef Al Khulaifi, general 
supervisor of the ‘Rofaqa’ ini-
tiative, said the initiative has 
achieved great success during 
the past period and contributed 
to realising the aspirations and 
dreams of many children. 

He added that the initiative 
was the reason behind creating 
success stories by the spon-
sored orphans after they made 
outstanding academic and ca-
reer performance. 

Khulaifi urged the benefac-
tors to continue to support the 
‘Rofaqa’ initiative, as there are 
more than 17,700 social cases 
eligible for sponsorship, noting 
that the cases have been studied 
and are now on waiting list to be 

sponsored by the benefactors. 
He hoped that the number 

of those sponsored through the 
‘Rofaqa’ initiative will reach 
200,000 before the month of 
Ramadan. 

He noted that the succes-
sive disasters and crises glob-
ally, including the turkey-Syria 
earthquake, cause an increase 
in the number of those in need 
of sponsorship.

He stated that the sponsor-
ship process can easily be car-
ried out through the ‘Rofaqa’ 
website (www.Rofaqa.com) or 
through Qatar Charity app in 
less than a minute.

In addition to orphans and 
poor families, students, people 
with disability and teachers can 
also be sponsored under the 
‘Rofaqa’ initiative. 

Qatar Charity, as part of this 
initiative, designs and imple-
ments qualitative projects for 
the sponsored, like model cities 
and centres that has schools, 
health units, apartments, stu-
dent housing, playgrounds and 
water facilities. 

By the end of 2022, some 
303 qualitative and service 
centres were built for orphans, 
children and their families.

the ‘Rofaqa’ initiative also 
pays more attention to pro-
grammes, projects and activi-
ties implemented for orphans 
and the sponsored. It also at-
taches significant attention 
to the social care, health care, 
psychological support and so-
cial housing projects.  

nearly 13,250 people ben-
efited from these projects dur-
ing 2022.

‘Ukraine only country to export grains despite suffering war, occupation’

Education City students participate in 
Tamuq’s ‘Invent for the Planet’ contest

QT event schedule, Shop Qatar face revealed

Qatar Charity seeks 
support for orphan 

care initiative ‘Rofaqa’

Ukrainian  Ambassador to Qatar 
HE Andreii Kuzmenko

HE Andreii Kuzmenko 
expressed his gratitude to 
Qatar for announcing the 
$20 million support for the 
‘Grain from Ukraine’ 
humanitarian programme
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Qatar Science & technol-
ogy Park (QStP), a member 
of Qatar Foundation (QF), has 
launched a unique and exclusive 
mentorship programme to ben-
efit startups that are incubated 
on its premises, offering expert 
guidance, skills training and ad-
ditional support services to fuel 
their business growth and suc-
cess.

to be delivered in partner-
ship with the globally-renowned 
innovation platform and busi-
ness accelerator Plug and Play, 
the programme features a mix 
of dedicated workshops, one-
on-one and group mentorship 
sessions, and various network-
ing opportunities.  

after a thorough evaluation 
process by the two organising 

partners, a select number of 
QStP-incubated startups will 
have the opportunity to enrol in 
the 12-week programme.

QStP’s Programme Manag-
er for acceleration Mohammed 
Zebian said, “the programme 
is designed to benefit both ear-
ly and growth-stage startups. 
What that means is that we will 
be providing tailored mentoring 
to young businesses on matters 
relating to navigating the legali-
ties of the business landscape, 
customer acquisition and rev-
enue generation. 

“For growth-stage start-
ups, the programme provides 
mentoring on building scalable 
products and business mod-
els, growth hacking techniques, 
customer acquisition and con-
version optimisation, ways of 
attracting more investors, and 
management of finances to en-

able startups to grow regionally 
and internationally.”

During the various men-
torship sessions, participating 
startups and entrepreneurs will 
acquire a thorough understand-
ing on diverse areas of business 
including working with corpo-
rate clients, developing a robust 
business strategy, creating a 
foolproof sales technique and 
utilising specific technologies to 
streamline their business. 

the mentees will also have 
several opportunities to engage 

with successful business owners 
about lessons learned in their 
entrepreneurial journey. 

“as with all QStP pro-
grammes, our ultimate goal is 
to support our incubated start-
ups to accelerate their business 
growth and to enable them to 
create impact in the global mar-
ketplace through tech-based in-
novative solutions. We are very 
excited to be partnering with 
a global player that is Plug and 
Play to offer this first-of-its-kind 
programme in Qatar to our in-

cubated startups,” Zebian said.
Plug and Play’s Director of 

Milan and Basel offices arianna 
Elena Maschietto said, “We are 
really excited about this interac-
tion with the startups incubated 
by QStP. We are sure that an 
international and open perspec-
tive, like the one Plug and Play is 
used to bringing to this kind of 
activity, will be of exchange and 
benefit to all. 

“Qatar’s innovation ecosys-
tem is full of surprises and we 
are delighted to have the oppor-

tunity to support the develop-
ment of a pool with such great 
potential and to collaborate with 
QStP to make it more and more 
ready to face the biggest innova-
tion challenges.”

Plug and Play is the leading 
innovation platform connecting 
startups, companies, venture 
capital firms, universities and 
government agencies. Based in 
Silicon Valley, it is present in 
more than 50 locations on five 
continents and has invested in 
hundreds of successful com-
panies, including Dropbox, 
Guardant Health, Honey, Lend-
ing Club, N26, PayPal and rappi.

QStP’s Incubation Center 
encompasses business facilita-
tion and support services, col-
laborative co-working space, 
access to prototyping facilities 
and funding opportunities, in 
addition to other benefits. 

More information on the 
QStP Incubation Center is 
available at  https://qstp.org.
qa/incubation-center/
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QSTP unveils new mentorship program for startups
The 12-week program to be delivered in partnership with 
Plug and Play, leading global open innovation platform

Al Shurfa welcomes 
diners ‘From Dusk 

till Dawn’
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

‘aL Shurfa’, the celebrated 
contemporary Souq Wa-
qif Boutique Hotels’ fusion 
restaurant and lounge, has 
launched its latest offering, 
‘From Dusk till Dawn’, open-
ing its doors to guests want-
ing to dine after dark. With 
mouthwatering menus and 
impeccable service, this new 
bid to dazzle food afficiona-
dos with an exceptional all-
night dining experience in an 
elegant setting will capture 
the spirit of the Souq by serv-
ing up inspired treats burst-
ing with local and seasonal 
flavours and aromas.

Now’s the perfect time 
to drop into the notable al 
Jomrok Boutique Hotel at 
the heart of the historic Souq 
Waqif, where ‘al Shurfa’ is re-
nowned for its contemporary 
look and feel with breathtak-
ing vistas overlooking the 
Corniche and Doha skyline 
that take in the Souq’s lively 
atmosphere. Whether guests 
find themselves awake at 4am 
or as early risers, looking to 
get their hands on an energiz-
ing breakfast, the restaurant 
would be at the top of their 
wish list.  the newly intro-
duced nocturnal dining sees 
al Shurfa pulling out all the 
stops to meet the demand for 
dining the night away from 
the local community and 
tourists to indulge in excep-
tional late-night eats.  rec-
ognised for its ambience and 
delicious menus, al Shurfa, 
well-known for its world 
class cuisine, offers a remark-
able experience to share with 

friends and family, and for 
tourists to savour Qatar’s au-
thentic hospitality.

With multiple screens 
scattered around the place 
broadcasting live sporting 
events, and the outstand-
ing views from its terrace, al 
Shurfa is set to be the ideal 
place to enjoy and live the 
vigorous, dynamic and spir-
ited atmosphere. 

thanks to the restau-
rant’s well-known and tal-
ented chefs, al Shurfa pro-
vides, through its new dusk 
to dawn offer, two distinct 
menus. the first includes a 
traditional oriental break-
fast menu with an interna-
tional flavour from 2am to 
11am daily, while the second 
focuses on a comprehensive 
menu, available from the 
12pm to 1am daily, show-
casing oriental and western 
delicacies and drawing on 
influences from Latin fla-
vours.  Guests will find al 
Shurfa serving up a wonder-
ful menu of stylish and inno-
vative cooking that appeals 
to the widest possible tastes.  
the exquisite food presenta-
tion is inviting and sophisti-
cated and takes guests on an 
extraordinary and magical 
culinary journey.

Souq Waqif Boutique Ho-
tels always strive to provide 
the utmost in comfort and an 
exclusively upscale service to 
its guests, whether through 
its hotels, facilities, and 
amenities, or through excep-
tional culinary experiences. 

For booking and reserva-
tion, contact 70473687 or 
fb.reservation.tswq@tivoli-
hotels.com

Coins Art presents limited
edition gold coins at DJWE
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

CoINS art, a company spe-
cialised in the distribution 
and marketing of commemo-
rative coins, participated in 
this year’s edition of the Doha 
Jewellery and Watches Exhi-
bition (DJWE) that conclud-
ed recently.

Marketing partner of Stal-
lion advertising, Coins art 
displayed some of the amaz-
ing gold and silver coin col-
lections issued by the Qatar 
Central Bank, in addition to 
commemorative coins and 
FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022 
products.

Coins art Director 
Haitham Shehab said that 
the coins that were displayed 
were pieces from different 
political, social, and econom-
ic eras, and would attract coin 
collectors.

“We also unveiled selected 
collections that embody the 
most important and luxuri-
ous versions of gold and sil-
ver coins, in addition to two 
sets of stamps issued by Qa-
tar Post and the Qr22 paper 
currency issued by the Qatar 
Central Bank, and for the first 
time the ‘legacy sets’ collec-
tions,” he said.

“this year the Doha Jew-
ellery and Watches Exhibi-
tion was very special as it was 
held immediately after the 
success of FIFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022 which is consid-
ered a historical turning point 
for the advancement of the 
tourism sector in Qatar. the 
success of DJWE proves the 

ability of Qatar to host visi-
tors from around the world 
to attend this distinguished 
event”, 

“We are proud to unveil 

the commemorative copy 
of the World Cup made of 
24-carat gold with malachite 
stone, weighing 1 kilogramme 
and measuring 15 centimetres 
in height at the exhibition. It 
is an exclusive collection of 
limited pieces (22 pieces), is 
licenced, and bears a certifi-
cate from the International 
Football association. Be-
sides there is the logo of the 
championship made of silver 
weighing 1.999 kilogrammes, 
issued in a limited quantity 
and numbered 1 to 99, a spe-
cial edition made for the ex-
hibition.”

at the exhibition, Coins 
art also displayed a gold coin 
weighing 1 kilogramme to cel-
ebrate the 75th anniversary 
of the release of Miss Dior 
perfumes that left its mark on 
the visitors thanks to the use 
of the finest and unique ma-
terials.

Area 26 Toastmasters hosts annual speech competition
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

arEa 26 toastmasters annual 
Speech Competition was held at 
Centro Capital Hotel in a grand 
manner under the leadership of 
area Director abdullah Poyil.

Contestants from Dubai 
and India participated in the 
competition of area 26 -- which 
comprised presidents and 
members of Goodwill toast-
masters Club, aurora toast-
masters Club and Mindtunes 
Waves toastmasters Club -- 
both live and online.

Jaffar Murichandi was the 
contest manager of the event in 

which members of all the three 
clubs actively participated.

Sixteen judges selected the 
winners of the speech competi-
tion in English and tamil. the 
first and second place winners 
will be able to participate in the 

Division competitions.
District 116 Director rajesh 

VC, ravi Shankar, Sabina MK, 
Balkees Nasser, Salman Hilmi, 
VC Masood, Habib and Sam-
path, and presidents of the 
three clubs, Basheer ahmed, 

Michelle and Kamakshi, were 
present.

Veteran toastmaster and 
eminent people like Yusuf Van-
narath and Philip Cherian were 
the chief judges for each ses-
sion.

Marketing partner of 
Stallion Advertising, Coins 
Art displayed some of the 
amazing gold and silver 
coin collections issued by 
the Qatar Central Bank, in 
addition to commemora-
tive coins and FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 products.
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TUNIS

THOUSANDS of Tunisians 
on Saturday converged on the 
capital Tunis decrying Presi-
dent Kais Saied’s policies in a 
protest organized by the coun-
try’s powerful labour union, 
witnesses said.

The protest was seen as one 
of the largest against Saied, an 
ex-law professor, since he took 
a slew of measures in 2022 that 
the opposition condemned as a 
“coup.”   

Tunisia’s influential Gen-
eral Labour Union, also known 
by the acronym UGTT, is also 
critical of Saied amid economic 
woes and a crackdown on op-
ponents in the North African 
country.

Addressing Saturday’s rally 

in central Tunis, UGTT Secre-
tary General Noureddine Ta-
boubi vowed to stand against 
oppression.

“Oppression and despot-
ism will not exist in revolution-
ary Tunisia whatever the cost,” 
Taboubi told the crowd in front 
of the union’s headquarters.

Some protesters chanted: 
“Liberties. Liberties. The po-
lice state is over.” 

“I am disappointed that 
the president is not doing any-
thing to alleviate the plight of 
the people,” one protester told 
dpa.

Security forces heavily de-
ployed near the venue of the 
rally, but there were no reports 
of violence.

In recent months, Tuni-
sia has seen a series of dem-
onstrations against Saied, who 

dissolved parliament in March 
last year, eight months after he 
decided to suspend it as part of 
a string of measures.

In July last year, a con-
troversial new constitution, 
granting Saied wide powers, 
was approved in a referendum.

In December, Tunisia 
elected a new parliament in 
polls dismissed as a sham by 
the opposition.

Dozens of critics have re-
cently been arrested, including 
opposition politicians, judges, 
a journalist and a UGTT repre-
sentative, over alleged corrup-
tion and conspiracy against the 
state security.

Tunisia, long seen as the 
sole democratic success story 
of the 2010-11 Arab Spring, 
is in the grip of political tur-
moil and economic upheaval.

Thousands protest in Tunisia against president’s policies

Provincial governor, 
five civilians killed in 
attack in Philippines

DPA 
MANILA

A provincial governor in the 
central Philippines and five ci-
vilians were killed in an attack 
by suspects wearing military 
uniforms, police said on Sun-
day.

Roel Degamo, governor 
of Negros Oriental province, 
was meeting with beneficiar-
ies of a government social aid 
programme at his residence in 
Pamplona town, 615 kilometres 
south of Manla, when the gun-
men barged in and opened fire.

“The suspects were allegedly 
wearing complete camouflage 
uniforms, bulletproof vests and 
carrying long firearms, and 
without hesitation opened fire, 
hitting Governor Degamo and 
other victims,” a police report 
said.

The suspects, numbering 
about 10, fled the scene in three 

getaway vehicles, which were 
abandoned in a nearby city, the 
report added.

Degamo, 56, was rushed to 
a nearby hospital but died while 
being treated, police said.

The governor’s wife, Pam-
plona town Mayor Janice Dega-
mo, said five civilians were also 
killed in the attack.

“The governor does not de-
serve that kind of death,” she 
said in a message posted on Fa-
cebook after the attack.

The killing was the latest at-
tack on local politicians in the 
Philippines, and the third to be 
killed since elections last year.

President Ferdinand Mar-
cos Jr condemned the killing 
and vowed to hunt down the 
perpetrators.

“My government will not 
rest until we have brought the 
perpetrators of this dastardly 
and heinous crime to justice,” 
he said in a statement. 

DPA 
JAKARTA 

AT least 13 people were 
killed and 50 others injured 
when a fire broke out over-
night at a fuel depot owned 
by Indonesia’s national en-
ergy company Pertamina in 
Jakarta, an official said on 
Saturday.  

The large blaze also de-
stroyed homes near the de-

pot in North Jakarta, said 
Rahmat Kristantia, the head 
of the local fire department.   
The cause of the fire that 
broke out late Friday was not 
immediately clear, according 
to officials.

Fires at Pertamina facili-
ties are not uncommon.  In 
2021, a fire broke out at one 
of the company’s refiner-
ies in West Java, displacing 
more than 1,000 people.

Indonesia: At least 
13 killed, 50 injured 
in fire at fuel depot

DPA 
TEHRAN

A cooperative atmosphere is 
prevailing in the nuclear talks 
with Iran, according to Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) head Rafael Grossi, who 
is in Tehran after the discovery 
of highly enriched uranium in 
the Islamic Republic.

Grossi described the talks 
with government representa-
tives as “an atmosphere of work, 
of honesty and cooperation.” 
The dialogue continues, Grossi 
told a joint press conference 
with Iran’s nuclear chief Mo-
hammad Eslami in Tehran on 
Saturday.

Eslami said a plan had been 
worked out with the IAEA to 
resolve the outstanding issues. 
“We hope Grossi’s visit will lead 
to professional cooperation in 
the future,” Eslami said.

He also announced an in-
ternational nuclear conference 

in Tehran. Eslami stressed that 
Iran does not enrich uranium 
above a purity level of 60%.

Grossi also met Iranian 
President Ebrahim Raisi for the 
first time during his visit that 
began on Friday.

Earlier, Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amirabdollahian had 
received the IAEA chief.

Western diplomats had said 
that Grossi wants to negotiate 
for more intensive IAEA inspec-

tions of nuclear facilities, after 
Tehran recently increased its 
enrichment of uranium.

The United States and Israel 
recently expressed concerns 
that Iran could use the uranium 
to develop and build nuclear 
weapons.

Grossi reported on Tuesday 
that IAEA inspectors had found 
traces of uranium with a purity 
level of just under 84% at a fa-
cility in Fordo. A purity level of 
around 90% is required for nu-
clear weapons.

The IAEA wants to clarify 
whether the high enrichment 
level was achieved deliberately 
or whether it was an uninten-
tional outlier, as Iranian repre-
sentatives argue.

According to information 
from Tehran, in addition to the 
inspections, the negotiations 
are also about a dispute over 
the as yet unexplained origin of 
traces of radioactive material at 
three locations in Iran.

Iran’s political leadership is 
demanding that the differences 
be settled.

In 2015, Iran pledged to lim-
it its nuclear programme after 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action, known as the JCPOA, 
was negotiated with former 
US president Barack Obama’s 
administration.

In return, Western sanc-
tions were lifted. The JCPOA 
was intended to prevent the au-
thoritarian-ruled country from 
joining the circle of nuclear 
powers.Under Obama’s succes-
sor, former US president Don-
ald Trump, the United States 
withdrew from the agreement 
in 2018. Tehran responded by 
expanding uranium enrichment 
and restricting IAEA inspec-
tions.

Negotiations to revive 
the agreement are on hold. 
Iran maintains its nuclear 
programme is for civilian  
purposes only.

Iran nuclear talks marked 
by ‘honesty, cooperation’, 
says IAEA chief Grossi

Radioactive 
material
According to information 
from Tehran, in addition 
to the inspections, the 
negotiations are also about 
a dispute over the as yet 
unexplained origin of traces 
of radioactive material at 
three locations in Iran

DPA 
BEIJING 

CHINA’S National People’s 
Congress is set to approve the 
planned new makeup of the 
Chinese government at its an-
nual session, which starts on 
Sunday and runs until March 
13.

The spokesman for the 
meeting, Wang Chao, told the 
press in Beijing on Saturday 
that nearly 3,000 delegates 
were registered for the session 
in the Great Hall of the People 
in the capital Beijing.

Premier Li Keqiang is set 
to open the plenary session of 

parliament on Sunday with his 
final accountability report.

The 67-year-old, who is 
stepping down after two terms, 
is expected to set a growth tar-
get for this year of around 5%, 
or even slightly more. Last 
year’s target was similarly 
around 5.5%.

However, under pressure 
from the strict zero-Covid 
policy of lockdowns, forced 
quarantines and mass testing, 
which was only abandoned in 
December, the world’s second-
largest economy only achieved 
3% growth. It was the second-
worst growth rate since 1976 
and only slightly better than 

2020’s 2.2% at the start of the 
pandemic.

The new budget is also to be 

presented at the beginning of 
the meeting. Against the back-
drop of increased tensions with 

Taiwan, observers again expect 
an above-average increase in 
military spending of possibly 
around 7%.

Wang did not give any fig-
ures yet on Saturday, but said: 
“Behind the growth in defence 
spending is not only the need 
to address complex security 
challenges, but also the need to 
fulfil responsibilities as a great 
power.” 

At the same time, the 
spokesman went on to say, 
“China’s military moderniza-
tion is not a threat to other 
countries.” The focus of the ses-
sion will be on the far-reaching 
changes to the makeup of the 

government - which only takes 
place every 10 years.

The all-powerful state and 
party leader Xi Jinping is to be 
confirmed for an unprecedent-
ed third term as president. The 
69-year-old had already over-
turned earlier age and term 
limits at the Party Congress in 
October.

The new premier is to be 
former Shanghai Party leader 
Li Qiang. The 63-year-old has 
had a long career, mostly spent 
on China’s prosperous east 
coast. He is said to have eco-
nomic expertise and a friendly 
attitude towards private enter-
prises.

People’s Congress to approve new Chinese govt, 5% growth target

Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi (right) with International Atomic Energy Agency chief Rafael Grossi in Tehran on Saturday. (AFP)

A general view of the opening ceremony of the Chinese People’s Politi-
cal Consultative Conference (CPPCC) at the Great Hall of the People in 
Beijing on Saturday. (AFP)

Demonstrators lift placards during an anti-government rally called for by the powerful trades union federation 
UGTT in Tunis, on Saturday. (AFP)

A boy stands in the remains of a burnt house in a residential area 
in Plumpang, north Jakarta, after a fire at a nearby state-run fuel 
storage depot run by energy firm Pertamina on Saturday. (AFP)
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O
VER the course of forty 
years, from 1981 to 2021, 
the international commu-
nity held four global con-
ferences with the aim of 

developing the group of least de-
veloped countries (LDCs), lifting 
them out of poverty and helping 
them to integrate strongly into 
the international economy.

The first and second confer-
ences were held in Paris, and the 
first conference came after the 
United Nations General Assem-
bly (UNGA) expressed serious 
concern about the seriousness 
of the economic and social situa-
tion of the least developed coun-
tries and decided to convene the 
conference in order to formulate 
the new program of action for 
those countries in the eighties in 
its final form, and the conference 
adopted the aforementioned 
program with the aim of devel-
oping the economies of those 
countries and enabling them to 
provide minimum standards of 
nutrition, health, housing, edu-
cation, and job opportunities for 
their citizens, especially for the 
rural and urban poor.

The Second United Nations 
Conference on the Least Devel-
oped Countries (LDC-II) was 
held in 1990 to continue focus-
ing on the need to take special 
measures for these countries, 
adopting the Paris Declaration 
and Program of Action for the 
Least Developed Countries for 
the 1990s.

The LDC-II in Paris discussed 
the social and economic progress 
made in the least developed 
countries in the 1980s, as well as 
progress in international support 
measures during that decade. In 
the presence of representatives 
of 150 governments, the confer-
ence’s participants agreed on 
the development strategies and 
priorities of those countries and 
to formulate domestic and inter-
national policies and measures to 
accelerate the development pro-
cess in the least developed coun-
tries for the 1990s.

Third United Nations Con-
ference on the Least Developed 
Countries (LDC-III) was held in 
2001 in Brussels and hosted by 
the EU, ten and a half years after 

the LDC-II in Paris. It adopted 
the Brussels Program of Action 
for the Decade 20012010, with 
the specific objective of mak-
ing significant progress towards 
halving by 2015 the proportion 
of people living in extreme pov-
erty and suffering from hunger, 
as well as promoting the sustain-
able development of the least 
developed countries to accelerate 
sustained economic growth and 
sustainable development, and 
to end marginalization by elimi-
nating poverty, inequality, and 
deprivation in these countries 
and enabling them to integrate 
meaningfully into the global 
economy.

Following the LDC-III, the 
UNGA established the United 
Nations Office of the High Rep-
resentative for the Least De-
veloped Countries, Landlocked 
Developing Countries and Small 
Island Developing States (UN-
OHRLLS) to ensure effective fol-
low-up, implementation, moni-
toring, and review of the Brussels 
Program of Action.

The office serves 91 coun-
tries, all of which face their own 
unique sets of challenges in their 
pursuit of sustainable develop-
ment and internationally agreed 
goals. The office works to mo-
bilize support and advocacy for 
vulnerable groups of nations, 
raise awareness of the economic, 
social, and environmental po-
tential in these countries, and 
ensure that the urgent needs of 
the 1.1 billion people who live in 
them remain high on the inter-
national agenda.

The Fourth United Nations 
Conference on the Least Devel-
oped Countries (LDC-IV) was 
held in Istanbul in May 2011 to 
assess the implementation of 
the Brussels Program of Action 
by LDCs and their development 
partners.

The conference adopted a 
Program of Action for the Dec-
ade 2011-2020, together with 
the Istanbul Declaration, and 
the data issued by the confer-
ence indicated that more than 75 
percent of the population of the 
LDCs still lived in poverty and 
that the exit of only three coun-
tries from this category until then 
in the past three decades was of 
great concern to the internation-
al community.

The Istanbul Program of 
Action top priority was produc-
tive capacity, which includes 
infrastructure, energy, science, 
technology and innovation, and 
private sector development, fol-
lowed by agriculture, food secu-
rity, rural development, trade, 
human and social development 
that includes education and 
training, population and primary 
health, youth development, and 
women’s empowerment, as well 
as other emerging challenges 
such as economic shocks, cli-

mate change and environmental 
sustainability, disaster risk re-
duction, capacity building and 
domestic resource mobilization, 
foreign debt, foreign direct in-
vestment, remittances and good 
governance at all levels.

The current 46 least devel-
oped countries are home to about 
880 million people, which is 12 
percent of the worlds population. 
They constitute the poorest and 
most vulnerable segment of the 
international community as they 
face serious structural impedi-

ments to growth and account for 
less than two percent of global 
GDP and about one percent of 
international trade. The Com-
mittee for Development Policy 
reviews the list of least developed 
countries every three years.

For a country to be removed 
from the list of least developed 
countries, it must meet a number 
of criteria to upgrade its classi-
fication during two consecutive 
reviews. Additionally, two coun-
tries were removed from the list 
between 1971 and 2011, and since 

the adoption of the Istanbul Pro-
gram of Action in 2011, three ad-
ditional countries have been up-
graded, and five more countries 
are scheduled to be upgraded by 
2024.

A total of fifteen countries 
have met the criteria for upgrad-
ing since 2011, indicating sig-
nificant progress, although the 
approved target of having half 
of the least developed countries 
meet the criteria for upgrading 
by 2020 has not been met.

The UN started giving special 
attention to the least developed 
countries in late sixties, recog-
nizing that these countries are 
the most vulnerable among the 
members of the international 
community, and considered ex-
tremely disadvantaged in their 
development process for struc-
tural, historical as well as geo-
graphical reasons.

According to international 
experts, the totally inadequate 
living standards in the least de-
veloped countries are a source 
of grave concern to the inter-
national community, and these 
countries should have means to 
overcome acute hunger, malnu-
trition, diseases, illiteracy and all 
other manifestations of poverty.

Although the least developed 
countries bear the primary re-
sponsibility for their comprehen-
sive development, the interna-
tional community, especially the 
developed countries, relevant in-
ternational organizations as well 
as capable developing countries 
and non-governmental organiza-
tions should provide substantial 
assistance to these countries to 
overcome their poverty.

Solidarity, cooperation and 
partnership with the least de-
veloped countries, the poorest 
countries and the most vulner-
able, and with their people are 
not only a moral duty, but also 
an economic and political one, 
and the least developed coun-
tries represent a huge potential 
of human and natural resources 
to realize economic growth, well-
being, prosperity, food and en-
ergy security in the world. 

A new successful global part-
nership that effectively addresses 
the special needs of the least de-
veloped countries will contribute 
to peace, prosperity and sustain-
able development for all.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION AND ANALYSIS PAGES ARE THE AUTHORS’ OWN. QATAR TRIBUNE BEARS NO RESPONSIBILITY.

40 Years of International Programmes to 
Ensure That LDCs Are Not Left Behind

From 1981 to 2021, the international community held four global conferences with the aim of developing the group of least 
developed countries, lifting them out of poverty and helping them to integrate strongly into the international economy

DAVID BROOKS

I 
SOMETIMES feel I’m in a daily 
struggle not to become a shal-
lower version of myself. The first 
driver of shallowization is tech-
nology, the way it shrinks atten-

tion span, fills the day with tempting 
distractions. The second driver is the 
politicization of everything. Like a 
lot of people, I spend too much of my 
time enmeshed in politics — the pre-
dictable partisan outrages, the cam-
paign horse race analysis, the Trump 
scandal du jour.

So I’m trying to take counter-
measures. I flee to the arts.

I’m looking for those experi-
ences we all had as a kid: becoming 
so enveloped by an adventure story 
that you refuse to put it down to go 
have dinner; getting so exuberantly 
swept up in some piece of music that 
you feel primeval passions thumping 
within you; encountering a painting 
so beautiful it feels like you’ve walked 
right into its alternative world.

The normal thing to say about 
such experiences is that you’ve lost 
yourself in a book or song — lost 
track of space and time. But it’s more 
accurate to say that a piece of art 
has quieted the self-conscious ego 
voice that is normally yapping away 
within. A piece of art has served as a 
portal to a deeper realm of the mind. 
It has opened up that hidden, semi-

conscious kingdom within us from 
which emotions emerge, where our 
moral sentiments are found — those 
instant, esthetic-like reactions that 
cause us to feel disgust in the pres-
ence of cruelty and admiration in the 
presence of generosity.

The arts work on us at that deep 
level, the level that really matters. 
You give me somebody who disa-
grees with me on every issue, but 
who has a good heart — who has the 
ability to sympathize with others, 
participate in their woes, longings 
and dreams — well, I want to stay 
with that person all day. You give 
me a person who agrees with me on 
every particular, but who has a cold, 
resentful heart — well, I want noth-
ing to do with him or her.

Artists generally don’t set out to 
improve other people; they just want 
to create a perfect expression of their 
experience. But their art has the po-
tential to humanize the beholder. 
How does it do this?

First, beauty impels us to pay a 
certain kind of attention. It startles 
you and prompts you to cast off the 
self-centered tendency to always be 
imposing your opinions on things. It 
prompts you to stop in your tracks, 
take a breath and open yourself up so 
that you can receive what it is offer-
ing, often with a kind of childlike awe 
and reverence. It trains you to see 
the world in a more patient, just and 
humble way. In “The Sovereignty of 
Good,” novelist and philosopher Iris 
Murdoch writes that “virtue is the 

attempt to pierce the veil of selfish 
consciousness and join the world as 
it really is.”

Second, artworks widen your 
emotional repertoire. When you read 
a poem or see a piece of sculpture, 
you haven’t learned a new fact, but 
you’ve had a new experience. Brit-
ish philosopher Roger Scruton wrote, 
“The listener to Mozart’s Jupiter 
symphony is presented with the open 
floodgates of human joy and creativi-
ty; the reader of Proust is led through 
the enchanted world of childhood 
and made to understand the uncanny 
prophecy of our later griefs which 
those days of joy contain.”

These experiences furnish us 
with a kind of emotional knowledge 
— how to feel and how to express 
feelings, how to sympathize with 
someone who is grieving, how to 
share the satisfaction of a parent who 
has seen her child grow.

Third, art teaches you to see the 
world through the eyes of another, 
often a person who sees more deeply 
than you do. Sure, Pablo Picasso’s 
“Guernica” is a political piece of art, 
about an atrocity in the Spanish Civil 
War, but it doesn’t represent, docu-
mentarylike, an exact scene in that 
war. It goes deeper to give us an ex-
perience of pure horror, the univer-
sal experience of suffering, and the 
reality of human bloodlust that leads 
to it.

Of course “Invisible Man” is a 
political novel about racial injustice, 
but as Ralph Ellison later wrote, he 
was trying to write not just a novel 
of racial protest, but also a “dra-
matic study in comparative human-
ity which I felt any worthwhile novel 
should be.”

I haul myself off to museums and 
such with the fear that in a political 
and technological age, the arts have 
become less central to public life, that 
we don’t seem to debate novels and 
artistic breakthroughs the way peo-
ple did in other times, that the artistic 
and literary worlds have themselves 
become stultified by insular group-
think, and this has contributed to the 
dehumanization of American culture.

But we can still stage our mini-
rebellions, kick our political addic-
tions from time to time, and enjoy 
the free play of mind, the undog-
matic spirit and the heightened and 
adrenalized states of awareness that 
the best art still provides. Earlier 
this year I visited the Edward Hop-
per show at the Whitney a couple 
of times, and I got to see New York 
through that man’s eyes — the spare 
rooms on side streets, and the iso-
lated people inside. I forget most of 
what I read, but those images stay 
vivid in the mind.

(David Brooks is a column-
ist for The New York Times.)

The Power of Art in a Political Age
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Britain has reasserted its sover-
eignty over the Falkland Islands 
after Argentina pulled out of 
a cooperation agreement and 
demanded new talks over the 
South Atlantic territory that 
sparked a 1982 war between the 
two countries.

The pronouncement came 
after Argentine Foreign Min-
ister Santiago Cafiero said on 
Twitter that he informed British 
Foreign Secretary James Clev-
erly about his country’s decision 
when the pair met on the mar-

gins of the Group of 20 summit 
in India last week.

“The Falkland Islands are 
British,” Cleverly tweeted late 
Friday. “Islanders have the 
right to decide their own future 
— they have chosen to remain 
a self-governing U.K. Overseas 
Territory.” Earlier, Cafiero said 
he told Cleverly that Argentina 
had decided to pull out of a 2016 
agreement in which the the two 
countries pledged to work to-
gether on a variety of issues. 
While that agreement sought 
to improve cooperation in the 
South Atlantic, both sides con-

tinued to assert their claims to 
sovereignty over the Falkland 
Islands, known as Islas Malvi-
nas in Argentina.

Cafiero also said he pro-
posed new talks in line with a 
1965 U.N. General Assembly 
resolution that encouraged 
Britain and Argentina to find a 
peaceful solution to the dispute 
over the islands.

Argentina has long claimed 
sovereignty over the islands, 
which are about 300 miles (480 
kilometers) from South Amer-
ica and home to some 3,500 
people.

Argentina argues that the is-
lands were illegally taken from 
it in 1833. Britain, which says its 
territorial claim dates to 1765, 
sent a warship to the islands in 
1833 to expel Argentine forces 
who had sought to establish 
sovereignty over the territory.

Argentina invaded the is-
lands in 1982, triggering a 
two-month war that claimed 
the lives of 255 British service 
members, three islanders and 
649 Argentine personnel. The 
Argentine forces were ultimate-
ly expelled and Britain reassert-
ed its control.

Residents in 2013 voted 
overwhelmingly in favor of re-
maining an overseas territory of 
the United Kingdom.

David Rutley, Britain’s 
minister for the Americas, ex-
pressed disappointment in Ar-
gentina’s decision.

“Argentina has chosen to 
step away from an agreement 
that has brought comfort to the 
families of those who died in the 
1982 conflict,” Rutley, who re-
cently visited Buenos Aires, said 
on Twitter. “Argentina, the U.K. 
and the Falklands all benefited 
from this agreement.’’

UK says Falklands are British as Argentina seeks new talksRow over pupils 
who damaged 
Quran raises free 
speech concerns

DPA 
LONDON

REPORTS of death threats 
against pupils who allegedly 
damaged a copy of the Quran are 
alarming, British Home Secre-
tary Suella Braverman has said.

Braverman, who has spoken 
of her “deep concern” over the 
case, said it raised broader is-
sues of free speech and promised 
to work with education officials 
on new guidance for schools to 
make clear that teachers “do not 
have to answer to self-appoint-
ed community activists.” The 
Department for Education is 
already believed to be working 
with Kettlethorpe High School 
in Wakefield, West Yorkshire, 
after it suspended four students 
over the incident.

A copy of the Islamic text 
was brought to school by a Year 
10 pupil reportedly as part of a 
dare last week and its cover was 
slightly torn while smears of dirt 
were found on some pages.

Headteacher Tudor Grif-
fiths said initial investigations 
suggest there was “no malicious 
intent by those involved”.

The boy’s mother - who said 
he is 14 years old and has “high 
functioning autism” - revealed 
he received “death threats” over 
the incident.

Writing in the Times, the 
Home Secretary said: “We do 
not have blasphemy laws in 
Great Britain and must not be 
complicit in the attempts to im-
pose them on this country. There 
is no right not to be offended.”

DPA 
WASHINGTON

US President Joe Biden 
and German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz have reiterated 
their commitment to sup-
port Ukraine as two of Kiev’s 
closest allies met for private 
talks at the White House on 
Friday to discuss the war.

This was the chancel-
lor’s second visit to the 
White House in the nearly 15 
months since he took office. 
Scholz was first in Washing-
ton in early February last 
year and Ukraine played a 
central role then too.

At that time, tens of 
thousands of Russian sol-
diers had already amassed 
at the Ukrainian border. 
Two weeks later, on Febru-
ary 24, 2022, Russia invaded 
Ukraine.

Ukraine mounted a 
skilled and stubborn re-
sistance against its much 
larger neighbour. But as the 
war grinds into its second 
year the US and Europe are 
wrestling with big issues 
surrounding the continuing 
supply of arms and ammu-
nition, plus what security 
guarantees can be given to 
Ukraine - which hopes to 
join the European Union and 
NATO - in the long term.

There were also ques-
tions about how Biden 
and Scholz will respond to 
demands in some quarters 
that the West press for peace 
talks to end the bloodshed, 
and how to sanction China 
if it supplies arms to Rus-
sia, but much of what was 
discussed during Friday’s 
one-hour meeting remained 
behind closed doors.

In a short statement re-
leased following the talks, 
the White House merely said 
that Biden and Scholz spoke 
about “ongoing efforts to 
provide security, humanitar-
ian, economic, and political 
assistance to Ukraine and 
the importance of maintain-
ing global solidarity with the 
people of Ukraine” as well as 
“other global issues.” Scholz 
has said several times he be-
lieves his government needs 
to be in lockstep with the 
Biden administration when 
it comes to sending military 
aid to Ukraine.

After resisting calls from 
Kiev and NATO allies for 
months, Berlin agreed earli-
er this year to send its Leop-
ard battle tanks to Ukraine.

“I want to thank you all 
for your strong and steady 
leadership. I mean that sin-
cerely. It’s made a world 
of difference,” Biden told 
Scholz in the Oval Office 
before the doors closed and 
their scheduled meeting be-
gan.

“You stepped up to pro-
vide critical military support 
and you know, I would argue 
that beyond your military 
support, the moral support 
you gave Ukrainians has 
been profound,” Biden said.

Biden called Scholz’s 
dramatic increase in de-
fence spending and decision 
to move away from Russian 
fossil fuels historic decisions.

Scholz’s trip to Washing-
ton has been described as a 
quiet working visit. He came 
without travelling journal-
ists or a business delegation. 
The leaders also didn’t hold 
a press conference after their 
meeting.

Biden and Scholz 
pledge continued 
support for Ukraine

AGENCIES 

PRESSURE mounted Satur-
day on Ukrainian troops and 
civilians hunkering down in 
Bakhmut, as Kyiv’s forces tried 
to help residents flee amid what 
Western analysts say may be 
preparations for a Ukrainian 
withdrawal from the eastern 
city that Russian forces have 
spent months trying to capture.

A woman was killed and 
two men were badly wound-
ed by shelling while trying to 
cross a makeshift bridge out of 
Bakhmut on Saturday, accord-
ing to Ukrainian troops who 
were assisting them.

A Ukrainian army repre-
sentative who asked not to be 
named for operational reasons 
told The Associated Press that it 
was now too dangerous for civil-
ians to leave the city in Donetsk 
province by vehicle and that 
people had to flee on foot in-
stead.

Bakhmut has for months 
been a key target of Moscow’s 
grinding eastern offensive, with 
Russian troops, including large 

forces from the private Wagner 
Group, inching ever closer to 
Kyiv’s key eastern stronghold.

An AP team near Bakhmut 
on Saturday saw a pontoon 
bridge set up by Ukrainian 
soldiers to help the city’s few 
remaining residents reach the 
nearby village of Khromove. 
Later, they saw at least five 
houses on fire as a result of at-
tacks in Khromove.

Ukrainian units over the 
past 36 hours destroyed two key 
bridges just outside Bakhmut, 
including one linking it to the 
nearby town of Chasiv Yar along 
the last remaining Ukrainian re-
supply route, according to U.K. 
military intelligence officials 
and other Western analysts.

The U.K. defense ministry 
said in the latest of its regular 
Twitter updates that the de-
struction of the bridges came as 
Russian fighters made further 
inroads into Bakhmut’s north-
ern suburbs, ratcheting up the 
pressure on its Ukrainian de-
fenders.

The Institute for the Study 
of War (ISW), a Washington-

based think tank, assessed late 
on Friday that Kyiv’s actions 
may point to a looming Ukrain-
ian pullout from parts of the 
city. It said Ukrainian troops 
may “conduct a limited and 
controlled withdrawal from 
particularly difficult sections of 
eastern Bakhmut,” while seek-
ing to inhibit Russian move-
ment there and limit exit routes 
to the west.

Capturing Bakhmut would 
not only give Russian fight-
ers a rare battlefield gain after 
months of setbacks, but it might 
rupture Ukraine’s supply lines 
and allow the Kremlin’s forces 
to press toward other Ukrain-
ian strongholds in the eastern 
Donetsk region.

As the fighting raged on, 
civilians remaining in the area 
spoke about their daily strug-
gles amid near-constant enemy 
fire. Bakhmut resident Hen-
nadiy Mazepa and his wife Na-
talia Ishkova both chose to re-
main in Bakhmut, even as fierce 
battles reduced much of the city 
to rubble. Speaking to the AP on 
Saturday, Ishkova said that they 

suffered from a lack of food and 
basic utilities.

“Humanitarian (aid) is 
given to us only once a month. 
There is no electricity, no water, 
no gas,” she said.

“I pray to God that all who 
remain here will survive,” Ishk-
ova added.

At the United Nations on 
Friday, deputy spokesman 
Farhan Haq said U.N. humani-
tarian staff reported “intensive 
hostilities” near Bakhmut and 
say the organization’s few hu-
manitarian partners on the 
ground are focusing on evacuat-
ing the most vulnerable people 
from the conflict area.” Also on 
Saturday, Russia’s defense chief 
traveled to Ukraine’s embattled 
east to inspect troops and to 
award them with state decora-
tions, the Russian Defense Min-
istry said.

Defense Minister Sergei 
Shoigu visited a command 
post of Russia’s Eastern forces, 
where he was briefed by region-
al commander Rustam Mura-
dov, according to a video pub-
lished by the ministry. 

Civilians flee embattled 
town of Bakhmut as 
Ukrainian pullout looms

DPA 
LOS ANGELES 

ACTOR Tom Sizemore, known 
for his work in films such as 
“Saving Private Ryan,” “True 
Romance” and “Black Hawk 
Down,” has died at 61 after a 
brain aneurysm.

Sizemore died Friday at a 
hospital in Burbank, Califor-
nia, according to his manager, 
Charles Lago. The actor had 
been taken to the intensive-
care unit of Providence Saint 
Joseph Medical Center in Bur-
bank on February 18, where he 
was listed in critical condition 
and remained in a coma.

Earlier this week, Lago 
released a statement on behalf 
of the “Heat” actor’s kin: 
“Doctors informed his fam-
ily that there is no further 
hope and have recommended 
end-of-life decision.” Lago said 

in a statement that Sizemore 
“passed away peacefully in his 
sleep ... at St Joseph’s Hospital 
Burbank. His brother Paul 
and twin boys Jayden and 
Jagger were at his side.” In 
1998, Sizemore starred op-
posite Tom Hanks and Matt 
Damon in Steven Spielberg’s 
Oscar-winning World War II 
drama “Saving Private Ryan.” 

Sizemore portrayed Capt. Mill-
er’s (Hanks) right-hand man, 
Sgt. Mike Horvath, a loyal and 
courageous soldier who deliv-
ers the movie’s titular line and 
keeps souvenirs from each 
military tour he’s completed.

Sizemore accepted the 
career-altering role of Horvath 
on a whim. He was just about 
to start shooting Terrence 
Malick’s “The Thin Red Line” 
in Australia when Spielberg 
called and asked him, “Do 
you want to go to Australia 
with Terry Malick or do you 
want to come to Great Britain 
and Ireland with me and Tom 
Hanks?” “I told him I wanted 
to go to Great Britain and 
Ireland,” he said in 2018.

“It was a seminal experi-
ence for me because it was 
like being invited behind the 
curtain of Oz. Steven and his 
crew were operating on a total 

different level than I had ever 
witnessed,” he added, “the 
scope of his vision, the at-
tention to detail was beyond 
anything I had ever dreamed 
of.” Born November 29, 1961, 
Thomas Edward Sizemore Jr. 
grew up in Detroit. His father 
was a lawyer and professor and 
his mother an ombudsman for 
the city.

“I was a tough kid,” 
Sizemore recalled in 1995. “I 
don’t punch people anymore.” 
Eventually, Sizemore’s family 
relocated to the suburbs until 
his parents got a divorce, and 
the children moved back to 
Detroit with their mother. By 
the age of 16, Sizemore “want-
ed to get on with” his life.

“I knew I wanted to be an 
actor,” he told the Los Angeles 
Times in 1995. “I wanted to get 
out of Detroit.” After attend-
ing Wayne State University, 

Sizemore earned a master’s 
degree in theater from Temple 
University and moved to New 
York City to pursue acting. His 
first break came when Oliver 
Stone cast him for a small 
role in “Born on the Fourth of 
July.” 

Sizemore played tough-guy 
roles throughout the 1990s in 
films such as “Natural Born 
Killers,” “Wyatt Earp” and 
“Heat” and later had a recur-
ring role in the television series 
“China Beach.” 

In 2000, he received a 
Golden Globe nomination for 
his leading performance as a 
former mobster on the run in 
the TV movie “Witness Protec-
tion.” He also had a starring 
role in the high-profile military 
drama “Black Hawk Down.” 
Outside his film and TV work, 
Sizemore also dabbled in 
theater. 

Tom Sizemore, ‘Saving Private Ryan’ actor, dies after brain aneurysm

 Ukrainian servicemen fire a 105mm Howitzer towards Russian positions, near the city of Bakhmut, on Saturday. (AFP)

Tom Sizemore (AFP)

US President Joe Biden (left) with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
in Washington on Friday. (AFP)
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Creating an opportunity for 
customers to experience the 
richness of local products, the 
Lulu group launched the week-
long festival of Qatari products 
on Saturday. 

Minister of Municipality 
He Dr abdullah bin abdulaziz 
bin turki al Subaie inaugurat-
ed the festival at Lulu Hyper-
market’s abu Sidra branch.

returning for another ex-
citing year, the festival enti-
tled ‘Qatari Products Our First 
Choice’ brings together a cel-
ebration of Qatar’s cultural 
heritage and over 300 locally 
produced food and non-food 
products. 

taking place annually since 
2010, the festival this year is 
being held from March 4 to 
March 9 at all Lulu outlets in 
the region.

the festival aims to promote 
the use of locally produced food 
and non-food products and 
supports small local businesses 
and entrepreneurs. 

the festival showcases a 
variety of food and non-food 
products, ranging from fresh 
vegetables, herbs, chicken, 
egg, arabic lamb, local beef, 
chilled and dairy, frozen foods 
including chicken parts and 
processed food, delicatessen, 
and bakery products to grocery 
food, grocery non-food, health 
and beauty, and linen including 
pillow covers, table covers, bed, 
bed sheets, and other items.

the inaugural ceremony 
was attended by Sheikh Jas-
sim bin Mohamed al thani, 
rayyan Municipality Director 
Jaber Hassan al Jaber, Direc-
tor of Lulu group international 
Dr Mohamed althaf, Director 
of Food Security Department at 
the Ministry of Municipality Dr 
Masoud Jarallah al Marri, Vice 
President of the Central Munic-
ipal Council Muhammad Ham-
ad al attan al Marri, Member 
of Municipal Council for Dis-
trict 15Mubarak bin Fresh al 
Salem, assistant Director of ag-
ricultural affairs Department at 
Ministry of Municipality adel 
al Kaldi, Ubaid ali of Qatar 
Chamber, abdulla abdul razak 

and many distinguished Qatari 
nationals and dignitaries from 
various public and private sec-
tor organisations and senior of-
ficials from Lulu Management.

representatives of almost 
all leading agricultural farms 
including al rayyan Farms, 
nabati Farms, regional agri-
cultural Farms, agrico Farms, 
Simsima Farms, Ummquran 
Farms, alfardan group Farms, 
ajaj Farms, al Safwa Farms, 
Paramount agricole Farms, 
and MaHaSeeL and other 
suppliers namely almana Uni-
lever, Qatar Detergent, altha-
luf, Qbake, Qatar national im-
port and export Company, and 

gulf Center for Food Stuff and 
officials from 25 farms were 
also present at the inaugural 
ceremony.

Speaking on the occasion, 
al rayyan Municipality Di-
rector Jaber Hassan al Jaber 
thanked Lulu group for their 
keenness to promote local 
products. 

He said that the initiative is 
part of the efforts of the Minis-
try of Municipality to support 
farmers in different ways. He 
also thanked farmers and those 
who participated in the pro-
gramme for promoting local 
products.

talking to media persons 

on the sidelines of the festi-
val, Mohamed althaf said that 
the ‘Qatari Products Our First 
Choice’ festival is part of the 
Lulu World Food Festival that 
aims to promote local products.

He said that Lulu has 
emerged as the largest buyer 
of local agricultural produce by 
showcasing 300 local products 
from 35 farms.

althaf thanked the minister 
of the municipality for inaugu-
rating the ‘Qatari Products Our 
First Choice’ festival.

“During the last five years, 
we have increased the number 
of products for the festival as 
the farming season has been 

extended,” said althaf.
earlier, he said, there were 

few major products but now 
it is covering most of the es-
sential commodities including 
fruits and vegetables, micro 
greens among others.

“We are also discussing our 
sustainability strategy, which is 
aligned with Qatar national Vi-
sion 2030 such as installation 
of the reverse vending machine 
(rVM), refill stations, and cir-
cular economy among others,” 
althaf said.

He said that Qatar made 
great efforts in ensuring food 
security in the country result-
ing in local agricultural pro-

duction increasing significantly 
during the past five years.

Lulu group has always 
been committed to promot-
ing Qatari food and non-food 
products and agricultural pro-
duce, and almost all prominent 
Qatari brands namely Dandy, 
al Maha, Baladna, Mazaraty, 
Qbake, rawa, QFM, rayyan, 
Qatar Pafki, Pearl, Jawharh, 
Flora, gourmet, Jerry Smith, 
agrico Qatar, Paramount agri-
cole, Ocean Fish, napoli Baker-
ies, al Waha, Korean Bakeries, 
Parline, ghazlan, al Manhal, 
Dana, aqua gulf, Safa, Sidra, 
Lusail, Doha, napico and oth-
ers are on regular display.

Lulu group has a long-
standing tie-up with local farm-
ers and has been the focal point 
in marketing local agricultural 
produce for many years.

although Lulu Hypermar-
kets have been promoting 
Qatari products and farm pro-
duces for many years, for the 
last few years they have been 
concentrating more on this re-
gard as a social and economic 
commitment to the nation.

the traditional Qatari mu-
sic band showcasing the coun-
try’s vibrant cultural heritage 
was performed to welcome the 
guests and to create a tradition-
al ambiance at the venue.

the festival provides a 
unique opportunity for visi-
tors to experience the vibrant 
and diverse culture of Qatar. 
it is a celebration of the coun-
try’s rich heritage and tradi-
tions and promotes the use of 
locally manufactured products. 
the festival also supports small 
businesses and entrepreneurs 
by providing a platform for 
them to sell their products and 
reach a wider audience.

Lulu group ignited the re-
tail revolution by integrating 
all conceivable needs of the 
consumer under one roof and 
becoming a shopping destina-
tion with its strong presence 
in the region for over two dec-
ades. Besides, the group has a 
global presence with compre-
hensive and well-established 
sourcing offices and logistics 
centers in 23 countries across 
the world including USa, UK, 
Spain, and italy.

over 300 local products on display as 
Lulu hosts festival of Qatari products

tribune newS network 
Doha 

Qatar Chamber Chairman 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim al 
thani met with Minister of 
Foreign affairs of ethiopia 
Mesganu arga and his accom-
panying delegation in Doha. 
a number of QC board mem-
bers were also present on the                              

occasion.
the meeting touched on 

enhancing economic coopera-
tion between Qatar and ethio-
pia, reviewing the investment 
opportunities available and 
encouraging Qatari investors 
to invest in ethiopia.

it discussed the possibility 
to hold a joint business forum 
that brings together Qatari 

businessmen and their coun-
terparts from ethiopia to ex-
plore areas of cooperation and 
partnership in various sectors.

Speaking at the meeting, 
ethiopian Minister He Mes-
ganu arga praised the dis-
tinguished relations between 
Qatar and ethiopia and Qa-
tar’s amazing host of the FiFa 
World Cup 2022.

He also noted that his 
country is developing its in-
vestment legislation to attract 
more investments, indicating 
that it offers a host of incen-
tives and tax exemptions that 
enhance the investment cli-
mate and attract foreign in-
vestors, as well as the easiness 
of doing business and capital 
transfer.

arga called on Qatari in-
vestors to visit his country to 
get acquainted with the invest-
ment opportunities it offers in 
a number of sectors, such as 
agriculture, hospitality, tour-
ism, real estate, industry, and 
energy.

For his part, Sheikh Khal-
ifa paid tribute to the close 
relations between both coun-

tries, stressing that Qatari in-
vestors are keen to learn about 
the opportunities galore in 
ethiopia.

Sheikh Khalifa also under-
scored the chamber’s interest 
to encourage Qatari business-
men to enhance cooperation 
with their ethiopian counter-
parts and find out opportuni-
ties available there.

Ethiopian minister seeks Qatari investment in his country

Minister of Municipality inaugurates the seven-day long festival entitled ‘Qatari Products Our First Choice’ at Lulu Hypermarket’s Abu Sidra branch

Qatar Chamber Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani meets with Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia Mesganu Arga and his accompanying delegation in Doha.

Minister of Municipality HE Dr Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin Turki Al Subaie inaugurates the ‘Qatari Products Our First Choice’ festival at Lulu 
Hypermarket’s Abu Sidra branch on Saturday.
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QIC Group to sponsor 
the Samla race

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Qatar Insurance Group 
(QIC), the leading insurer in 
Qatar and the MENa region 
is an official sponsor of the 
Samla race. the annual race, 
which is in its fifth edition, 
will take place this year on 
March 2-4.

aptly named ‘Samla’, a 
Qatari word that encompass-
es strength and perseverance 
in the face of hardships, the 
Samla race is held on difficult 
and remote desert tracks and 
requires high levels of athlet-
ic skills. the extreme desert 
trek covers 200 kilometers 
and includes six endurance 
challenges: running, swim-
ming, kayaking, shooting and 
mountain biking.

Speaking on the sponsor-
ship, rashid al-Buainain, 
QIC Group acting Chief ad-
ministrative Officer, said, 
“Supporting a thriving na-
tional sporting landscape is 

one of QIC’s chief corporate 
social responsibility priori-
ties, therefore, we are delight-
ed to be one of the official 
sponsors of the fifth edition 
of the Samla race. the race 
reflects Qatari youths’ ability 
to push beyond their physical 
and mental limits in order to 
reach their goals, and we are 
excited to see a display of stel-
lar athletic talents, resilience 
and sportsmanship.

the sponsorship agree-
ment was signed in Novem-
ber last year between QIC 
Group and the Organizing 
Committee of the Samla race.

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Qatar Science & technol-
ogy Park (QStP), a member 
of Qatar Foundation (QF), has 
launched a unique and exclu-
sive mentorship programme 
to benefit the startups that are 
incubated at its premises, of-
fering expert guidance, skills 
training and additional support 
services to fuel their business 
growth and success.

to be delivered in partner-
ship with the globally-renowned 
innovation platform and busi-
ness accelerator Plug and Play, 
the programme features a mix 
of dedicated workshops, one-
on-one and group mentorship 
sessions, and various network-
ing opportunities.  

after a thorough evaluation 
process by the two organizing 
partners, a select number of 
QStP-incubated startups will 
have the opportunity to enroll 
in the 12-week programme.

QStP’s Programme Man-
ager for acceleration, Moham-
med Zebian, said: “the pro-
gramme is designed to benefit 
both early and growth-stage 
startups. What that means is 
that we will be providing tai-

lored mentoring to young busi-
nesses on matters relating to 
navigating the legalities of the 
business landscape, customer 
acquisition and revenue gen-
eration. For growth-stage start-
ups, the programme provides 
mentoring on building scalable 
products and business models, 
growth hacking techniques, 
customer acquisition and con-
version optimization, ways of 
attracting more investors, and 
management of finances, to en-

able startups to grow regionally 
and internationally.”

During the various men-
torship sessions, participating 
startups and entrepreneurs 
will acquire a thorough un-
derstanding on diverse areas 
of business including working 
with corporate clients, devel-
oping a robust business strat-
egy, creating a foolproof sales 
technique and utilizing spe-
cific technologies to streamline 
their business. the mentees 
will also have several opportu-
nities to engage with successful 
business owners about lessons 
learned in their entrepreneuri-
al journey. 

“as with all QStP pro-
grammes, our ultimate goal is 
to support our incubated start-
ups to accelerate their business 
growth and to enable them to 
create impact in the global mar-
ketplace through tech-based in-
novative solutions. We are very 
excited to be partnering with a 
global player that is Plug and 
Play to offer this first-of-its kind 
programme in Qatar to our in-
cubated startups,” Zebian said.

Plug and Play’s Director of 
Milan and Basel offices, arian-
na Elena Maschietto, said: “We 
are really excited about this in-

teraction with the startups in-
cubated by QStP: we are sure 
that an international and open 
perspective, like the one Plug 
and Play is used to bringing to 
this kind of activity, will be of 
exchange and benefit to all. 

Qatar’s innovation ecosys-
tem is full of surprises and we 
are delighted to have the op-
portunity to support the de-
velopment of a pool with such 
great potential and to collabo-
rate with QStP to make it more 
and more ready to face the big-
gest innovation challenges!”

Plug and Play is the lead-
ing innovation platform con-
necting startups, companies, 
venture capital firms, universi-
ties and government agencies. 
Based in Silicon Valley, it is 
present in more than 50 loca-
tions on 5 continents and has 
invested in hundreds of suc-
cessful companies, including 
Dropbox, Guardant Health, 
Honey, Lending Club, N26, 
PayPal and rappi.

QStP’s Incubation Center 
encompasses business facilita-
tion and support services, col-
laborative co-working space, 
access to prototyping facilities, 
and funding opportunities, in 
addition to other benefits.

12-week programme to be delivered in partnership with Plug and Play, a global open innovation platform

QSTP rolls out mentorship  
for its incubated startups

Strict evaluation 
The programme features a mix 
of dedicated workshops, 
one-on-one and group 
mentorship sessions, and 
various networking 
opportunities. after a thorough 
evaluation process by the two 
organizing partners, a select 
number of QSTP-incubated 
startups will have the 
opportunity to enroll in the 
12-week programme.

QIC Group Acting Chief  
Administrative Officer  
Rashid Al-Buainain

saTyendra PaThak
Doha

traDE and commerce ties 
between Qatar and India are 
all set to get a boost with Hin-
dustan Petroleum Corporation 
(HPCL) launching its lubricant 
range of products in Qatar.

at the function to mark the 
partnership and the launch, at-

tended by prominent person-
alities of Qatar, HPCL unveiled 
its new project in collaboration 
with aBN Corporation.

representing a great deal of 
pride for India, the HPCL prod-
ucts were launched in Qatar by 
the Indian ambassador to Qa-
tar HE Dr Deepak Mittal at a 
mega event in Doha.

HPCL is one of the most 
renowned companies in India 
and markets its products in 
Qatar together with the HPCL 
aBN Corporation, which man-
ufactures and markets high-
quality products.

HPCL has appointed ali 
Bin Nasser al Misnad trans-

port and trading, the flagship 
wing of aBN Corporation, as 
the exclusive distributor for the 
HPCL lubricant range of prod-
ucts in Qatar.

the launch of HPCL marks 
a new milestone in the five-
decade history of Qatar-based 
aBN Corporation’s business 
and service operations.

Padma Shri Late CK Menon, 
a prominent industrialist and 
philanthropist, is the founder 
of the aBN Group, which was 
established by ali Bin Nasser 
al Misnad. the aBN Group is 
a large business group operat-
ing in Qatar, the UaE, Kuwait, 
India, africa, and the UK.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Indian ambassador said, 
“the current period is one of 
the strongest in terms of trade 
and commercial relations 
between the two countries. 
Launching this business initia-
tive is an important step in the 
development of bilateral coop-
eration.”

He said that HPCL is one 
of India’s most traditional and 
proud world-class brands.

Delivering a speech on the 
occasion, aBN Corporation 
Chairman J K Menon said, “In-
dia is the country where I’m 
born and Qatar is the country 
where I live, where I have my 

home. So doing something 
to promote business between 
these two countries is my first 
priority. the joint venture with 
HPCL comes as part of its ef-
forts to promote business be-
tween Qatar and India.”

as chief guests on the oc-
casion, HPCL Lubes Division 
Executive Director Sajay Ku-
mar aggarwal and HPCL Lubes 
Sales Division Deputy General 
Manager ajay Singh were pre-
sent on the occasion.

“HPCL is ready to launch 
HPCL products in several 
countries in collaboration 
with aBN Corporation and to 
strengthen business and com-

mercial activities,” said Sajay 
Kumar aggarwal.

as part of the partnership, 
HPCL will initially focus on the 
marketing of automotive and 
industrial lubricants.

among those attending the 
product launch were directors 
of aBN Corporation Behzad 
Group, heads of various Qatari 
business groups, senior offi-
cials from various government 
departments, officials from the 
Indian Embassy, presidents of 
Indian apex bodies like ICC, 
ICBF, IBPC, and representa-
tives from various organisa-
tions representing the Indian 
community.

HPCL launches automotive, industrial lubricant range in Qatar

HPCL unveiling its new project in collaboration with ABN Corporation. HPCL is one of the most renowned companies in India and markets its products in Qatar together with the HPCL ABN Corporation.

Qatar-India trade set 
to benefit from the 
launch of HPCL 
products in Qatar

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

MINIStEr of State and 
Chairman of Qatar Free 
Zones authority (QFZ) HE 
ahmad al-Sayed and Daren 
tang, the Director General of 
the World Intellectual Prop-
erty Organization “WIPO” 
(one of the United Nations 
agencies), met at ras Bufon-

tas Free Zone.
the meeting discussed 

matters of intellectual prop-
erty rights, their standards 
and best practices.  a num-
ber of Senior Executives of 
QFZ and WIPO attended the 
meeting between the parties, 
which was followed by an in-
troductory tour in the Busi-
ness Innovation Park at ras 
Bufontas Free Zone.

QFZ chairman meets 
WIPO director-general
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Ford to raise production as  
US auto sales start to recover

AGENCIES

FORD will increase production 
of six models this year, half of 
them electric, as the company 
and the auto industry start to 
rebound from sluggish U.S. 
sales in 2022.

The automaker announced 
Friday that it plans to build 
more of the Mustang Mach-
E, the Bronco Sport SUV and 
Maverick small pickup, the 
F-150 Lightning electric pickup 
and the Transit and E-Transit 
gas and electric full-size vans.

To help increase produc-
tion, the company last year said 
it would add a third shift and 
1,100 jobs at its full-size van 
plant in Claycomo, Missouri, 
near Kansas City, and another 
3,200 jobs related to building 
the F-150 Lightning which is 
made in Dearborn, Michigan.

Ford will also hire an un-
specified number of new work-
ers this year at plants in Cuau-
titlan and Hermosillo, Mexico, 
where the Mach-E, Maverick 
and Bronco Sport are made, 
according to spokesman Said 
Deep. Production line speeds 
will increase shortly to raise 
production, with more workers 
coming later, he said.

For more than two years, 
U.S. auto sales have been de-
pressed largely due to a short-
age of computer chips during 
the coronavirus pandemic. But 
the chip shortage is easing and 
automakers like Ford are start-
ing to increase production and 
build supplies on dealer lots.

Overall in the U.S., auto 
sales fell almost 8% last year 
to just under 14 million, with 
Ford’s dropping just over 2%, 
according to Autodata Corp. 
But in February, overall indus-
try sales rose 9.5% over the 
same month a year ago, accord-
ing to LMC Automotive, which 

sees sales increasing to 15 mil-
lion this year. Ford sales were 
up almost 22% in February.

“The industry is on its track 
back,” said Jeff Schuster, exec-
utive vice president of automo-
tive for LMC and Global Data.

Shares of Ford rose 3.6% in 
Friday afternoon trading, after 
the production announcement 
was made.

At crosstown rival General 
Motors, full-size pickup truck 
inventory rebounded enough 
that it will shut down a factory 
in Ft. Wayne, Indiana, for two 
weeks starting March 27 to con-
trol it.

Ford suspended produc-
tion of the F-150 Lightning in 
February after a battery caught 
fire during a pre-delivery qual-
ity check. Deep said the battery 
issue has been resolved and 
production will resume March 
13 to an annual rate of 150,000.

Mach-E production will rise 
to an annual rate of 210,000 by 
year’s end, while the company 
plans to boost Bronco Sport 
and Maverick production by 
80,000 vehicles this year. Tran-
sit and E-Transit production 
will rise by 38,000 this year.

Sales are up so far this year 
for all the models that will see 
production increases.

The production jumps are 
good news for consumers, who 
have had long wait times for 
some more popular models and 
have been forced to pay high 
prices due to strong demand 
and short supplies.

J.D. Power reported that 
the average U.S. new vehicle 
sold for $46,229 last month, 
a record for the month of Feb-
ruary.But as the chip shortage 
eases and automakers can pro-
duce more this year, Schuster 
said there should be some eas-
ing of prices even on hot-selling 
models.

Western Australia Trade Commission 
visits Qatar to enhance trade relations
 The delegation seeks to establish new business relationships, expand Western Australia’s market share, and demonstrate its product quality

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Western Australian Trade 
Commission (WATC) delega-
tion recently visited Qatar to 
promote Western Australia’s 
world-class products and ex-
plore new opportunities for 
trade between the two regions.

During the visit, the del-
egation had productive meet-
ings with Qatar Airways rep-
resentatives to discuss ways 
to enhance bilateral trade be-
tween Western Australia and 
Qatar. Qatar Airways is a ma-
jor airline that operates flights 
to Australia, and the meetings 
focused on ways to increase 
the transportation of Western 
Australia’s goods to Qatar and 
the broader Middle East re-
gion.

The delegation visited Lulu 
Hypermarket in the Pearl Is-
land, one of the largest su-
permarket chains in Qatar, to 
showcase Western Australia’s 
products to local buyers and 
consumers. The delegation 
included representatives from 
a large group of Western Aus-
tralia food and beverage com-
panies already conducting 

business in the Middle East. 
The aim was to establish new 
business relationships, expand 
Western Australia’s market 
share, and demonstrate the 
quality and diversity of West-
ern Australian products.

Western Australia is 
known for its high-quality 
agricultural products, includ-
ing beef, lamb, seafood, fruit, 
and vegetables. The region is 
also a major producer of dairy 
products, beverages, and other 
primary industries. The WATC 
delegation highlighted the 
quality and reliability of West-
ern Australia’s products, and 
the advantages of doing busi-
ness with Western Australia 
companies, including their 
expertise and commitment to 
sustainability.

The visit has cemented 
Western Australia’s position 
as a leading supplier of qual-
ity products to the Middle East 
region. The region has a strong 
and growing demand for West-
ern Australian products, and 
the WATC delegation’s visit 
has opened new opportuni-
ties for Western Australia ex-
porters to establish long-term 
business relationships with lo-

cal buyers and consumers.
Nashid Chowdhury, the In-

vestment and Trade Commis-
sioner for India-Gulf Region 
of Western Australia, said the 
purpose of a two-day visit was 
to enhance and broaden the 
trade and investment relation-
ship between Qatar and West-
ern Australia.

Chowdhury highlighted 
several key sectors for eco-
nomic diversification, includ-
ing mining and METS (Mining 
equipment, technology and 

services), energy, space, de-
fense, health and medical life 
sciences, tourism events and 
creative industries, primary 
industries, and international 
education.

She emphasized that inter-
national education is a crucial 
focus for Western Australia, as 
the region boasts five universi-
ties and several private edu-
cational providers. There is 
a tremendous opportunity to 
establish connections in this 
field within the region, and 

the universities are actively 
seeking mutually beneficial 
engagement with the educa-
tional sector in Qatar through 
initiatives such as mobility ex-
change, research partnerships, 
and student-talent exchange.

She described the visit as 
highly successful in promot-
ing Western Australia prod-
ucts. She emphasized that the 
WATC will continue to work 
closely with Qatar Airways, 
Lulu Hypermarket, and other 
key partners in the region to 
expand Western Australia’s 
presence and increase its ex-
ports to Qatar and the broader 
Middle East region.

Diana Monis, the Busi-
ness Development Manager 
in Qatar for the Australian 
Trade and Investment Com-
mission (Austrade), said Qatar 
is among Australia’s top three 
trading partners in the Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA) 
region. The two countries have 
a two-way trade in goods and 
services valued at AUD 2.8 bil-
lion (2021-2022), with an an-
nualised trend growth of 7.7 
percent over the previous five 
years.

Monis highlighted that 

many Australian companies 
are registered and operating 
in Qatar, with alumina, meat, 
and engineering services being 
the leading exports from Aus-
tralia to Qatar. Qatar primar-
ily exports aviation services, 
fertilizer, and aluminum to 
Australia.

Monis mentioned that the 
sovereign wealth fund Qatar 
Investment Authority, along 
with state-owned investment 
vehicles Hassad Food and Ne-
bras Power, have collectively 
invested around AUD 4 billion 
in Australia’s property, logis-
tics, energy, and agriculture 
sectors in 2022.

WATC delegation’s visit 
to Qatar has strengthened 
the trade ties between West-
ern Australia and Qatar, and 
opened new opportunities for 
Western Australia exporters to 
expand their market share in 
the Middle East region. With 
a focus on high-quality prod-
ucts and sustainable business 
practices, Western Australia 
is well-positioned to capital-
ize on the growing demand 
for premium food and bever-
age products in Qatar and the 
broader Middle East region.

The delegation visited Lulu Hypermarket in the Pearl Island, one of the largest supermarket chains in Qatar, to showcase Western Australia’s products to local buyers and consumers. The delegation included representatives 
from a large group of Western Australia food and beverage companies already conducting business in the Middle East. 

Nashid Chowdhury, the Investment and Trade Commissioner for India-
Gulf Region of Western Australia

Qatargas Safety Day features leading 
achievements and initiatives in the field

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATARGAS hosted Safety Day on 
February 12 and 13, 2023, at its Bar-
zan Gas Facility showcasing the com-
pany’s health, safety, environment, 
and quality (HSE&Q) initiatives, 
achievements, and programmes. The 
two-day event was attended by Qatar-
gas Chief Executive Officer Khalid bin 
Khalifa Al Thani, members of the sen-
ior Management Leadership Team, 
a delegate from QatarEnergy, repre-
sentatives from all shareholders, and 
employees of different departments 
and groups across the company. 

First held in 2022, this annual 
event has now become a major oppor-
tunity to showcase Qatargas HSE&Q 
initiatives and invite shareholder 
participation. It brings the company’s 
people together as one team to cel-
ebrate their commitment to an “Inci-
dent and Injury Free” workplace. 

Commenting on the event, Khalid 
bin Khalifa Al Thani, Qatargas CEO, 
said: “Safety Day clearly highlights 
our unwavering commitment to a 
robust safety culture in Qatargas, and 
it is an opportune moment to demon-
strate our established and emerging 
HSE initiatives that keep us at the 
forefront of the LNG industry.”

Khalifa Ahmed Al-Sulaiti, Chief 
Health, Safety, Environment and 

Quality Officer, said: “Our annual 
Safety Day event plays a key role in 
focusing attention on the vital con-
tributions our various HSE&Q func-
tions perform to keep our people safe 
every single day. It is also an excep-
tional opportunity to bring everyone 
together as one team to celebrate our 
collective achievements, knowledge, 
and expertise.” 

The event this year drew a large 
crowd of over 1,000 visitors who had 
the opportunity to experience first-
hand some of the most innovative 
and industry-leading safety achieve-
ments, initiatives, and programmes 
undertaken across Qatargas. 

With engagement from all 
HSE&Q departments, over 40 at-
tractions were showcased live during 
the event. They included a quality-
themed escape room competition, a 
crisis management command centre 
experience using AI technology, live 
coral tanks exhibited by the Environ-
ment and Regulatory Department, 
offshore lifesaving equipment, fire 
truck and super-sucker truck displays, 
and a 360° video booth to capture the 
memories of the day. Shareholder 
representatives from ExxonMobil 
also demonstrated augmented and 
virtual reality safety applications and 
TotalEnergies showcased their drone 
technology for environmental surveil-
lance.
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Global trade is widely considered a 
crucial metric for evaluating economic 
activities between nations. In fact, few 

indicators can match the insights provided 
by trade data when it comes to gauging 
global economic conditions. Rooted in real 
cross-border transactions, trade data pro-
vides a comprehensive understanding of the 
overall demand for essential products and 
production factors. This includes physical 
goods, capital goods, as well as fundamental 
inputs, such as raw materials and commodi-
ties. As a result, global trade data is highly 
responsive to macroeconomic conditions, 
fluctuating in accordance with the cycles of 
economic expansion and contraction. 

Recently, after the sharp rebound in 
activity following the pandemic, global trade 
started to show signs of weakness. According 
to the Central Planning Bureau of Nether-
lands for Economic Policy Analysis (CPB 
NEPA), global trade volumes contracted by 
around 4% since its recent peak in August 
2022. Surprisingly, this has been taking 
place even as bottlenecks and supply-chain 
constraints started to ease. This is in line 
with a continued decline of trade in early 
reporting Asian exporters (Japan, South Ko-
rea, Singapore and Taiwan). These countries 
tend to be at the forefront of global trade 
patterns, as they play a key role in the sup-
ply chain of manufacturing activities across 
continents.

However, global trade volume data tend 
to give us a picture of the recent past rather 
than the present or incoming future. CPB 
NEPA data, for example, are released with 
a delay of three months, which means that 
their recent prints reflect trade volumes 
from November 2022. Even the more timely 
indicator of trade growth in early reporting 
Asian exporters is also not ideal, as data is 
still lagging by two months. It is preferable 
to look at alternative data points that tend 
to provide forward-looking insights, rather 
than backward looking ones, i.e., leading 
indicators that anticipate what the economy 
is likely to do.

In our view, leading indicators are sug-
gesting that the slump in global trade will be 
rather shallow and short-lived. Three main 
points support our analysis.

First, forward-looking investors are also 
anticipating an improving situation. Indeed, 
investor expectations about future earnings 
of the transportation sector, a key leading 
indicator for future growth in global trade, 
is pointing to a stabilization and even small 
recovery in demand for physical goods. 
The Dow Jones Transportation Average, an 
equity index comprised of airlines, trucking, 
marine transportation, railroad and delivery 
companies, whose performance leads global 
exports by at least 3 months, suggests that 
global trade should have bottomed in No-
vember 2022 and should return back to an 
expansionary mode in April 2023. 

Second, foreign exchange (FX) move-
ments are also likely to further play their 
part in supporting global trade. Historically, 
global trade is negatively correlated with the 
USD, with trade volumes expanding when 
the USD is down and vice versa. The USD 
index is already down 9% from the highs 

seen in late September 2021. USD weakness, 
predicated in a more resilient European 
economy and more aggressive rate hikes 
from the European Central Bank and the 
Bank of Japan in recent months, is a major 
tailwind to global trade growth. Around 40% 
of global trade flows are invoiced in USD 
and a weaker USD makes non-US imports 
cheaper. This increases disposable incomes 
or even supports the substitution of domes-
tic products for imports, positively affecting 
trade volumes.

Third, after a year of subdued activity, 
China is in the midst of a significant eco-
nomic re-acceleration process. The Chinese 
economy presented poor performance after 
2021, due to an early withdrawal of stimulus 
policies, Zero Covid policies, a clampdown 
in real estate activities and tighter regula-
tion for several industries. But these policies 
are now being all reverted, which, with the 
support of the lift-off from Covid restrictions 
and a comprehensive economic “open-up,” 
should enable a major economic rebound. 
This will likely ignite investment and con-
sumption in China, favouring trade volumes 
both in Asia and globally.  

All in all, global trade volumes are set 
to improve over the next quarter, as we see 
signs of further stabilization. However, it re-
mains to be seen whether major headwinds 
coming from monetary tightening, policy 
uncertainty and a more hostile geopolitical 
environment will lead to negative outcomes 
later in the year.

 — By QNB Economics

Global trade is set to stabilize 
in the coming months

QNB EcoNomic commENtary

Oil prices recovered 
from a brief sell-off to 
gain more than $1 per 

barrel on Friday and ended 
the week higher, driven by 
renewed optimism around 
demand from top oil importer 
China. Brent crude futures 
rose $1.08 to settle at $85.83 
a barrel. U.S. 

WTI crude futures set-
tled at $79.68 a barrel, up 
by $1.52. Brent and WTI 
notched their third biggest 
weekly percentage gains 
this year as strong Chinese 
economic data fed hopes for 
oil demand growth. 

China is getting more am-
bitious with its 2023 growth 
target, aiming as high as 6%, 
sources told Reuters. Activ-
ity in China’s services sector 
expanded at the fastest pace 
in six months during Febru-
ary as the removal of tough COVID-19 
restrictions revived customer demand. 

China’s seaborne imports of Rus-
sian oil are set to hit a record high this 
month. Still, the oil market broadly 
shrugged off a 10th consecutive week 
of U.S. crude stock builds. Meanwhile, 
analysts expect the dollar to be under 
pressure over the next 12 months, 
which would make dollar-denominated 
oil cheaper for holders of other curren-
cies. The European Central Bank was 
still sending hawkish signals, saying 
that its key interest rate could climb as 
high as 4% if inflation remains high.

Asia prices hit 19-month low on 
tepid demand

Asian spot liquefied natural gas 
prices continued their downtrend this 
week, hitting the lowest level since July 
2021, due to tepid demand which is 
expected to last until the end of March. 

The average LNG price for April 
delivery into northeast Asia was $14.50 
per million British thermal units 
(mmBtu), industry sources estimated, 
down $0.50, or 2.3%, from the previ-
ous week. 

Prices have fallen more than 48% 
year-to-date and around 79% from 
the August 2022 peak at $70.50 per 
mmBtu. In Europe, gas prices have 
touched levels not seen since August 
2021 and LNG cargoes continue to 
head to the continent with economics 

still favouring Atlantic deliveries over 
the Far East. 

The April JKM/TTF basin spread, 
which measures the economics for 
delivering LNG to Asia versus Europe, 
has strengthened from $-1.00/mmBtu 
at end of February to $-0.35/mmBtu 
in early March, a welcome reversal but 
still not beneficial numbers for any 
cargo flows back to Asia. 

In the U.S., natural gas futures 
jumped about 9% on Friday to a five-
week high, as the amount of gas flow-
ing to U.S. LNG export plants soared 
to a record high and on new forecasts 
for colder weather and higher heating 
demand.

— By The Al-Attiyah Foundation

Oil rises on China demand hopes, posts weekly gain
WEEkly ENErgy markEt rEviEW
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Japan’s job availability 
down in January for 
1st time in over 2 year

Agencies

JAPAN’S job availability ra-
tio fell in January for the first 
time in over two years, as more 
people sought jobs with better 
working conditions amid an 
economic recovery from the 
coronavirus pandemic, gov-
ernment data showed Friday.

The job-to-applicant ra-
tio dropped 0.01 point from 
the previous month to 1.35, 
marking the first decline since 
August 2020, the Ministry of 
Health, Labor and Welfare 
said. The ratio means there 
were 135 job openings for eve-
ry 100 job seekers.

The seasonally adjusted 
jobless rate in the reporting 
month fell 0.1 point from De-
cember to 2.4 percent, the first 
improvement in two months, 
according to separate data 
from the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs and Communications.

The drop in the job avail-
ability ratio came as the num-
ber of people seeking work 
increased 0.6 percent from 

the previous month, while the 
number of jobs fell 0.1 per-
cent.

Job offers in the informa-
tion and communications sec-
tor decreased 7.3 percent from 
a year earlier, while those in 
construction firms shed 5.4 
percent. But accommodation 
and restaurant services job of-
fers grew 27.0 percent on the 
back of recovering tourism de-
mand.

“Although companies are 
facing a labor shortage, soar-
ing material prices have pres-
sured their earnings, prompt-
ing them to hold off hiring,” a 
labor ministry official said.

The total number of unem-
ployed stood at a seasonally 
adjusted 1.67 million people 
in January, down 2.3 percent 
from the previous month, data 
from the internal affairs min-
istry showed.

Among them, 680,000 
people voluntarily left their 
jobs, down 2.9 percent, while 
420,000 people were dis-
missed, up 7.7 percent.

Qatar’s producer 
price index down 
1.75% in January

QnA
Doha

QATAR’S Producer Price Index 
(PPI) for January 2023 is esti-
mated at 129.59 points, show-
ing a decrease of 4.71 percent, 
when compared to that of De-
cember 2022, and a decline of 
1.75 percent, as against the PPI 
of January 2022.

These are according to the 
Planning and Statistics Author-
ity’s (PSA) new monthly PPI of 
the industrial sector for Janu-
ary 2023, which is calculated 
based on 2018 where the de-
tails of relative importance and 
prices for the base year of 2018 
are used.

For Mining and Quarry-
ing, the PPI of January 2023 
for this sector showed a de-
crease by 5.61 percent when 
compared with PPI of Decem-
ber 2022, primarily due to 
the price decrease on “Crude 
petroleum and natural gas” by 
5.61 percent, while no change 
in “Other mining and quarry-
ing”. PPI of Mining of January 
2023, when compared with its 
counterpart in previous year 
(January 2022), there was an 
increase of 0.82 percent.

On Manufacturing, an in-
crease of 0.08 percent has been 
recorded in January 2023, 
when compared with the pre-

vious months Manufacturing 
index (December 2022). The 
prices increase is seen in: “Re-
fined petroleum products” by 
7.49 percent, followed by “Rub-
ber and plastics products” by 
5.50 percent, “Cement & other 
nonmetallic mineral prod-
ucts” by 0.93 percent, “Basic 
metals” by 0.89 percent, and 
“Beverages” by 0.82 percent, 
The decreasing prices are no-
ticed in “Chemicals and chemi-
cal products” by 2.44 percent, 
and “Food products” by 0.49 
percent. No change noticed in 
“Printing and reproduction of 
recorded media” in January 
2023.

Comparing with the index 

of counterpart in the previous 
year (January 2022), “Manu-
facturing” PPI of January 2023 
showed a decrease of 13.85 per-
cent. The major groups which 
explain this price decrease are 
“chemicals and chemical prod-
ucts” by 23.10 percent, and 
“Basic metals” by 9.32 percent. 
However, the increasing prices 
are noticed in: “Printing and 
reproduction of recorded me-
dia” by 13.20 percent, followed 
by “Refined Petroleum prod-
ucts” by 12.39 percent, “Rub-
ber and Plastics products” by 
6.45 percent, “Food products” 
by 6.22 percent, “Beverages” 
by 0.95 percent, and “Cement 
& other non-metallic mineral 
products” by 0.09 percent.

Concerning electricity, gas, 
steam and air conditioning 
supply, the PPI of this group 
showed an increase of 4.12 per-
cent compared to December 
2022. When compared the PPI 
of January 2023, to the PPI of 
January 2022 Y-o-Y, showed a 
decrease of 8.29 percent.

For water supply, the PPI of 
this group showed a decrease 
of 4.19 percent compared to 
December 2022. When com-
pared the PPI of January 2023, 
to the PPI of January 2022 Y-
o-Y, showed a decrease of 2.58 
percent.

Mining down 
For mining and quarrying, the 
PPI of January 2023 showed a 
decrease by 5.61% when 
compared with PPI of 
December 2022, primarily due 
to the price decrease on 
“Crude petroleum and natural 
gas” by 5.61%, while no 
change in “other mining and 
quarrying”. 



Weishaupt claims Longines Global Champions 
Tour Grand Prix of Doha in exciting grand double
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Verstappen claims 
pole position for 
season opening 
Bahrain F1 GP
page 14
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With world’s finest riders 
lighting up the glorious Lon-
gines Arena of Al Shaqab, 
Philipp Weishaupt astride 
nine-year-old mare Just Be 
Gentle claimed a delightful 
victory in the Longines Global 
Champions tour Grand Prix of 
Doha at Al Shaqab on Saturday.

it was also a grand double 
for the German, who had ear-
lier led team Riesenbeck inter-
national to GCL victory on Fri-
day, earning a Golden ticket to 
the season-ending LGCt Super 
Grand Prix at the GC Prague 
Playoffs. 

Presented by hE Sheikh 
Joaan bin hamad Al thani, 
President, Qatar Olympic Com-
mittee, Saturday’s trophies 
were received with a rousing 
applause and standing ovation 
from all in attendance elevated 
the incredible atmosphere felt 
throughout the weekend.

As many as 39 riders 
started in the Longines Global 
Champions tour Grand Prix 
of Doha, and in a true display 
of the level of both horses and 
riders on the Longines Global 
Champions tour, over 12 com-
binations took to the arena in 
round 2.

the third and final day of 
the LGCt of Doha saw spec-
tacular competition on Satur-
day with a fairytale ending to 
a week rocked with emotion. 
it had been a spell of 11 years 
since his last LGCt Grand Prix 
win, but it all came together for 
Weishaupt on a mare that had 
never jumped even a 2* Grand 
Prix in her life. 

“this is a very, very special 
moment. Winning a Longines 
Global Champions tour Grand 
Prix is special but even more so 
with this young mare. We al-
ways put our best horses in the 
league and we won that which 
was already incredible so to put 
this one in the Grand Prix i was 
never expecting to jump clear 
let alone win. these unexpect-
ed wins are the nicest ones so i 
am over the moon right now,” 
said Weishaupt.

“it is a very special moment, 
the nicest story in this whole 
situation is when we have one 
down like what happened with 
Ludger’s (Beerabaum) accident 
it could not have happened in 
a better place. We felt like the 
whole country of Qatar was 
helping us, the hospital was 
amazing and he almost felt like 
he was at home,” he added.

Omar Al Mannai, Event Di-
rector spoke of the competitive 
nature of the Longines Global 
Champions tour, particularly 
at the season opener in Doha: 
“Always the Longines Global 
Champions tour expectation 
is really high you never know 
who can win. We are very glad 
to host this event for the past 
16 years. it has been a tough 
Grand Prix but the three win-
ners did a great job and it has 
once again been an exciting 
competition,” he said.

Christian Kukuk, who 
finished second behind his 
Riesenbeck team-mate, said: 
“it is quite an emotional sec-
ond place today. i am definitely 
more smiling than crying today 
about coming second. i was 
last to go and i had to give eve-
rything. i am so happy for our 
team.”

While third place Simon 
Destre praised the next-level 
show: “this is always one of 
my favourite shows of the sea-
son. thank you to everyone for 
making this possible as all the 
facilities here, especially for the 
horses are fantastic.”

39 riders started in the 
LGCt Grand Prix of Doha, and 
in a true display of the level of 

both horses and riders on the 
tour, over 12 combinations 
took to the arena in round 2. in 
what looked like a rocky start to 
the round 1, clear rounds start-
ed to flow. A dramatic, fast and 
exhilarating jump-off resulted 
in 7 double clear rounds over 
the challenging but jumpable 
Uliano Vezzani built track.

Entering the jump off First 
was Qatar’s Rashid towaim Ali 
Al Marri. With the home-crowd 
on their feet, the pressure was 
felt and an unfortunate two 
rails fell, leaving room for the 
proceeding 11 riders to take to 
the arena. hans-Dieter Dreher 
aboard Elysium produce the 
first of the double clears, set-
ting the bar for those to follow 

while Maikel Van der Vlueten 
had the crowd holding their 

breaths, but an unfortunate rail 
at the last fence.

Philipp Weishaupt and Just 
Be Gentle was the next to enter. 
tight corners and quick lines 
saw the duo fly into the lead, 1.5 
seconds ahead of leader Dreher. 
Next saw leading lady rider Ma-
lin Bayard-Johnsson and h&M 
indiana, 2022’s highest per-
forming horse on the GCL tour, 
leave it all on the line, just 0.28 
seconds behind Weishaupt.

Crowd favourite Mike 
Kawai had the weight of the 
stadium on his shoulders, but a 
slight miscommunication into 
the imposing branded combi-
nation, and the final vertical, 
saw two rails fall. As second of 
the two lady riders in Round 2, 
iolli Mytilineou and Levis de 
Muze marked the middle of the 
riders returning to the arena 
for the final time. A neat and 
tight round followed, resulting 
in a place holding 3rd place.

Smolders, Devos, Delestre 
and Kukuk – the final four. A 
potential podium in itself, it 
was all to play for. A fast four 
for Smolders. An uncharacter-
istic rail from Devos and Moms 
toupie De La Roque. Delestre’s 
speedy clear putting him just 
0.09 behind Weishaupt.

An on-fire Kukuk and Nice 
Van’t Zorgvliet then entered the 
arena as the crowd fell silent 
but he fell short by a mere 0.05 
seconds behind as Weishaput 
emerged triumphant .

As the curtain falls on the 
2023 season opener, the Lon-
gines Global Champions tour 
of Doha, which was a rousing 
success with the contribution 
of the entire team partnered 
with an army of volunteers, all 
eyes look ahead to leg two, the 
LGCt of Miami Beach, where 
riders and spectators alike are 
treated to one of the most icon-
ic stops on tour.

HE Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, President of the Qatar Olympic Committee, presented the trophy to Longines Global Champions Tour Grand Prix of Doha champion Philipp Weishaupt of Germany and other podium 
finishers at the Longines Arena at Al Shaqab on Saturday. Christian Kukuk (left), also from Germany, finished second, while France’s Simon Delestre came third.

Philipp Weishaupt astride nine-year-old mare Just Be Gentle in action in the CSI5* Longines Global Champions Tour Grand Prix of of Doha at the Longines Arena of Al Shaqab on Saturday.

Qatar’s Khalid Mohammed Al Emadi does a victory lap on his mount 
Little Lord Pezi at Al Shaqab on Saturday.

Former Olympian Ali Al Rumaihi awards Qatar’s Khalid Mohammed Al 
Emadi, who topped the CSI3* 1.50m event on Saturday.

CSI5* LONGINES GLOBAL CHAMPIONS 
TOUR GRAND PRIX OF DOHA with jump-
off; Height: 1.60m
1. Horse: Just Be Gentle; Rider: Philipp 
Weishaupt (GER); Time: 73.35 & 34.37 sec; 
Prize money: €123,750,00 
2. Nice van’t Zorgvliet; Christian Kukuk 
(GER); 70.42 & 34.42 sec; €75000 
3. Dexter Fontenis Z; Simon Delestre (FRA); 
69.54 & 34.46 sec; €56250
CSI5* against the clock; Height: 1.45m
1. Horse: Kimosa van het Kritrahof; Rider: 
Jodie Hall McAteer (GBR); Time: 53.07 sec; 
Prize money:  €6550 
2. Harley Davidson; Malin Baryard-Johnsson 
(SWE); 54.97 sec;  €5240 
3. Hollywood V; Henrik von Eckermann 
(SWE); 55.72 sec; €3930 

CSI3* Grand Prix with jump-off; Height: 
1.50m
1. Horse: Little Lord Pezi 2; Rider: Khalid 
Mohamed A S al-Emadi (QAT); Time: 67.30 
& 34.79 sec; Prize money: €32241 
2. Manola LS la Silla; Ramzy al-Duhami 
(KSA); 62.67 & 31.32 sec; €19540 
3. Jack van het Dennehof; Kamal Abdullah 
Bahamdan (KSA); 66.15 & 39.00 sec; 
€14655 
CSI3* against the clock; Height: 1.35m
1. Horse: Navaronne; Rider: Rashid Towaim 
Ali al-Marri (QAT); Time: 53.62 sec; Prize 
money: €1250
2. Obama; Cyrine Cherif (FRA); 56.41 sec; 
€1000
3. Nebrasco; Hamad Nasser al-Qadi (QAT); 
57.93 secs; €750.

Results
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ArgetiniAns Fernando Be-
lasteguin  and Carlos Daniel 
gutierrez scored a thrilling 6-5, 
1-6, 6-4 win over spaniards 
Jeronimo gonzalez and Alejan-
dro ruiz granados at the Khal-
ifa international tennis and 
squash Complex on saturday 
to book a place in the Ooredoo 
Qatar Major Premier Padel.

the fourth seeded pair 
which had shocked World no.1 
duo and last year’s runner-
up Alejandro galan and Juan 
Lebron in straight sets in the 
quarter-finals, spent just over 
two hours and 15 minutes to 
advance on saturday.

they will take on no.2 
seeds Franco stupackzuk and 
Martin Di nenno in an all-Ar-
gentinian final in the opening 
Padel Major of the season.

‘stupa’ and Di nenno ear-
lier knocked down spain’s Ar-
turo Coello and Agustin tapia 
in a sizzling battle bouncing 
back from a set down for 5-7, 
6-3, 6-2 win in two and half 
hours.

QTSBF honours 
Brazilain Lima

the Qatar tennis squash 
and Badminton Federation 

(QtsBF) honoured Brazil’s Pa-
blo Lima, who is playing in his 
final Premier Padel seson.

 During the felicitation 
ceremony held at the centre 
court in the presence of QtsBF 

President nasser ghanim Al 
Khelaifi and secretary-general 
tariq Zainal, the 36-year-old 
Lima said playing in Doha was 
special.

“Of course there are still lot 
of events left in the season, but 
it feels special to play in Doha. 

thank you for this honour,” 
Lima said.  “i love this sport 
a lot. And i am grateful and 
happy to see padel is in good 
hands. And i am sure this sec-
ond of Premier Padel will be 
great,” the former World no.1 
said.

earlier, Lima and spain’s 
Jorge nieto ruiz lost to Argen-
tina’s Fernando Belasteguin/
Carlos Daniel gutierrez, the 
no. 4 seeds, in a two and half 
hour-long thriller in which 
the latter prevailed 1-6, 6-3, 
6-4.

Sports
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reiss nelson’s 97th-minute 
strike completed a remarkable 
comeback for Arsenal in a 3-2 
win against Bournemouth on 
saturday.

Phillip Billing scored the 
second-fastest goal in Premier 
League history to hand the 
Cherries a shock lead, with 
Marcos senesi doubling the ad-
vantage in the second half.

thomas Partey and Ben 
White struck in quick succes-
sion to bring Arsenal level, 
though it seemed the gunners 
would remain on course to 
drop crucial points in the title 
race.

substitute nelson had oth-
er ideas though, firing in from 
outside the box in the dying 
moments to restore a five-point 
advantage over Manchester 
City.

Hard-fought win over  
Newcastle keeps City  
on Arsenal’s heels 
Manchester City kept up the 
pressure on leaders Arse-
nal with a 2-0 home victory 
against newcastle United.

Arsenal won their game in 
hand in midweek to increase 
their advantage at the top to 
five points, but it was back to 
two ahead of their game on 
saturday as City responded 
again.

Phil Foden’s first-half goal 
continued his rich vein of 
form, although City needed a 
second from substitute Ber-
nardo silva to make sure.

it was a familiar tale for a 
fading newcastle side, firmly 
in the game but unable to take 
their chances and suddenly 
looking a little vulnerable at 
the back.

City could have been in 
front in the opening minute 

when ilkay gundogan head-
ed over from a Jack grealish 
cross, but the opening goal in-
stead came from the opposite 
flank after 15 minutes.

Foden darted into the box 
away from three black and 
white shirts before his finish 
benefited from a deflection 
off the luckless sven Botman 
- who similarly aided Marcus 
rashford’s goal in the League 
Cup final last week.

newcastle looked to be on 
the ropes but dug in and cre-
ated the best chance across 
the remainder of the first half, 
only for Callum Wilson to 
miscue following Kieran trip-
pier’s square header.

With chances few and far 
between after the break, a tri-
ple newcastle change created 
a spell of pressure.

But Pep guardiola re-

sponded by introducing silva, 
who swiftly put the game to 
bed with a snapshot from just 
inside the box after a smart 
erling Haaland pass with 23 
minutes left.

An excellent late nick 
Pope save was required from 
Foden to cap the scoring at 
two before attention turned to 
title rivals Arsenal’s clash with 
Bournemouth.

Spurs stunned by late 
Traore strike 
Adama traore’s late strike saw 
tottenham stunned by Wol-
verhampton Wanderers in the 
Premier League on saturday, as 
the north London side slipped 
to a 1-0 defeat at Molineux.

the spain international 
netted in the 82nd minute, 
crashing his finish in off the 
crossbar after Fraser Forster 

had parried raul Jimenez’s 
shot towards him.

traore’s goal condemned 
the visitors to back-to-back 
defeats under temporary 
boss Cristian stellini, after 
their shock FA Cup exit to shef-
field United on Wednesday.

But while Antonio Conte 
will return to a side in disar-
ray, opposite number Julen 
Lopetegui will delight in a big 
result that provides a major 
boost to his team’s top-flight 
survival bid. 

English Premier League  
Saturday Results
Man City 2 Newcastle United 0
Aston Villa 1 Crystal Palace 0
Brighton & Hove 4 West Ham 0
Arsenal 3 Bournemouth 2
Chelsea 1 Leeds United 0
Wolverhampton 1 Tottenham 0
Southampton 1 Leicester City 0

Nelson hits dramatic Arsenal winner 
in comeback against Bournemouth 

Russia’s Daniil Medvedev accompanied by his wife Daria Chernyshkova, 
poses with his trophy after winning the ATP Dubai Duty Free Tennis 
Championship final match in Dubai on Saturday. (aFP)

Romania’s Sabrina  
impresses with double 

gold on final day
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

rOMAniA’s 15-year-old sab-
rina Maneca-Voinea won back-
to-back gold medals in Balance 
Beam and Floor exercise finals 
at the 15th Fig Artistic gym-
nastics World Cup at Aspire 
Dome on saturday.

sabrina was fifth on the 
Balance Beam qualifier, but the 
bronze medallist at last year’s 
european Junior Artistic gym-
nastics Championships ironed 
out the flaws in her routines 
to take the gold with 13.766 

points.
Coached by her mother 

and former Olympic gym-
nast Camelia Voinea, sabrina, 
scored 6 and 7.766 points in 
Difficulty and execution.

Ukraine’s Anna Lashchevs-
ka (13.333) pipped germany’s 
emma Leonie Malewski by a 
mere .100 points to claim the 
silver.

in the WAg competition’s 
last final, sabrina collected an 
impressive 13.600 for the gold.

she was joined by Japan’s 
Chiaki Hatakeda and Breanna 
scott (Australia) on the podium.
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Belasteguin and Gutierrez set up final clash with Stupackzuk 
& Di Nenno in Ooredoo Qatar Major Premier Padel 2023

Qatar Tennis, Squash and Badminton Federation President Nasser Ghanim Al Khelaifi applauds after hon-
ouring Brazil’s Pablo Lima with a souvenir trophy at the Khalifa International Tennis & Squash Complex on 
Saturday. A former World No. 1 Lima is playing in his final Premier Padel season. 

Fernando Belasteguin and Carlos Daniel Gutierrez of Argentina after 
their semi-final win on Saturday.

Arsenal’s English midfielder Reiss Nelson (C) celebrates after scoring his team third goal of the team during 
the English Premier League match against Bournemouth at the Emirates Stadium in London on Saturday. 
Arsenal won 3-2. (aFP) 

Romania’s Sabrina Maneca-Voinea (centre) with Japan’s Chiaki Hatake-
da and Breanna Scott (Australia) on the podium at the 15th FIG Artistic 
Gymnastics World Cup in Doha on Saturday.

Medvedev sweeps aside Rublev  
to lift third straight ATP title
PA mediA/dPA

LonDon 

DAniiL Medvedev defeated 
defending champion Andrey 
rublev in the final of the Dubai 
Duty Free tennis Champion-
ships on saturday to win a 
third successive title.

Former world number one 
Medvedev briefly dropped out 
of the top 10 after an early loss 
at the Australian Open capped 
a difficult 12 months but he has 

responded superbly since.
the russian claimed AtP 

tour titles in rotterdam and 
Doha in the last fortnight and, 
after ending novak Djokovic’s 
unbeaten start to the season in 
the semi-finals in Dubai, eased 
to a 6-2, 6-2 victory over rublev.

Medvedev, who heads to 
indian Wells next week on a 
14-match winning streak, said: 
“it’s amazing because the start 
of the year was not perfect.”

Bayern Munich top again after 2-1 in Stuttgart
dPA

BerLin 

BAyern Munich won 2-1 at VfB 
stuttgart on saturday to reclaim 
first place in the Bundesliga on 
goal difference over Borussia 
Dortmund in what now appears 
a two-horse title race.

Matthijs de Ligt and eric 
Maxim Choupo-Moting scored 
for the 10-time reigning cham-
pions Munich in an 11th straight 
league win in stuttgart - after 
a few anxious final minutes as 
Juan José Perea pulled one back 
for the hosts.

Bayern and Dortmund 
moved five points clear at the 

top as their closest rivals failed 
to win.

third-placed Union Berlin 
were held 0-0 by Cologne for a 
third game without victory. rB 
Leipzig and Freiburg are another 
two points back, with Freiburg 
playing to a goalless draw at 10-
man Borussia Mönchenglad-
bach, and Leipzig beaten 2-1 in 
Dortmund on Friday.

stuttgart are meanwhile tied 
with three other teams at the bot-
tom of the table, only in safe 15th 
on goal difference ahead of Hof-
fenheim, schalke and Bochum in 
a dramatic dogfight which also 
includes Hertha Berlin who have 
one point more.

Bayern Munich players celebrate with their fans after the German first 
division Bundesliga match between VfB Stuttgart and FC Bayern Munich 
in Stuttgart, Germany, on Saturday. (aFP)

No.2 seeds Franco Stupackzuk and Martin Di Nenno.
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

JOE Jones of Wales produced 
his best for the third and final 
day of 37th Qatar Open Golf 
Amateur Championship as he 
fired a stunning five-under-par 
67 to win by two strokes at the 
Doha Golf Club (DGC) on Sat-
urday.

The Welshman, who card-
ed 73 and 75 in the first two 
rounds, took full advantage 
of improved conditions at the 
course to finish with an aggre-
gate of one-under 215. 

With the title triumph, the 
Wales’ golfer sealed his place 
in the prestigious Commercial 
Bank Qatar Masters 2023 that 
will take place from October 26 
to 29. 

As the title race was wide 
open ahead of final round, 
golfers produced impressive 
performances at the DGC that 
experienced comparatively less 
wind on the decisive day. 

It was a Welsh one-two as 
James Nash was paid for his 
consistent performance in the 
competition. He claimed sec-
ond place after carding a two-
under-par 70 for a total of 217. 

England’s Reece Goodyear, 
who led the first two rounds, 
shot 73 on the decisive day to 
finish third, aggregating 219 
while DGC’s Calum Fitzgerald, 
who had a shaky start with 77 on 
Thursday, fired another 72 on 
Saturday to finish fourth with a 
total of 221.   

Qatar’s Saleh Ali Al Kaabi 
secured a top five finish with 
an aggregate of 223 after scor-
ing 74, while Pakistan’s Omar 
Khalid Hussain (225) finished 
sixth after a card of 74 in the 
final round. 

South-Korea born Russian 
Daniil Sokolov (227), Eng-
land’s Sam Epstein (227), Tej 

Ganjavarapu (228) and Olivier 
van Lelyveld (229) received 
special prizes courtesy top 10 
finish. 

Qatar’s Ali Al Shahrani 
(230), who won the title two 
years ago, struggled on the de-
cisive day carding 82 to finish 
11th.
Final Scores: 215 Joe Jones; 
217 James Nash; 219 Reece 
Goodyear; 221 Calum Fitzgerald; 

223 Saleh Ali Musbah Al Kaabi; 
225 Omar Khalid Hussain;  
227 Daniil Sokolov, Sam Ep-
stein; 228 Tej Gangavarapu;  
229 Olivier van Lelyveld;  
230 Ali Al Shahrani;  
231 Dominic McGlinchey;  
232 Dinesh Kumar, Andrew Saun-
ders, Sultan Abdullah Al Hakam; 
233  Varun Muthappa, Jake 
Wiltshire,  Yaseen Le Falher;  
234 Dean Morris, Myles Taylor.

Jones sizzles on final day to win Qatar Open Golf Amateur C’ship

Qatari dressage rider 
Wejdan Al Malki  
in contention for  
Olympics spot

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATARI dressage rider We-
jdan Al Malki has made it to 
the international classification 
of qualifying for 2024 Olympic 

Games according to the newly 
issued list of the International 
Equestrian Federation (FEI).

The 45-year-old Al Malki’s 
qualification came following 
her recent show in the Com-
mercial Bank CHI Al Shaqab 
Presented by Longines Grand 
Prix dressage event in Doha. Al 
Malki excelled on her 18-year-
old purebred Spanish bay stal-
lion Mango Jacaro.

Expressing her delight, Al 
Malki told QNA that she will 
now be attending a training 
camp in Germany, starting 
next month, in preparation for 
all international dressage tour-
naments, the 3-star and 5-star 
classes, which qualify for the 
next Olympic Games (Paris 
2024).

She said she is currently 
training under Irish trainer 
Judy Reynolds, accompanied 
by her horse Mango Jacaro.

With support of the Qatar 
Equestrian Federation and the 
Qatar Olympic Committee, Al 
Malki aspires to compete in 
the international qualifying 
tournaments for the 2024 Paris 
Olympic Games.

Al Malki explained that 
since her childhood she had 
dreamed of becoming a world-
class equestrian rider and her 
dream has come true by be-
coming the first Qatari dres-
sage rider and the first Arab 
woman to compete in the five-
star Grand Prix competition 
in the history of international 
equestrian.

The various winners of the 37th Qatar Open Amateur Championship Qatar Golf Association with QGA Deputy 
General-Secretary Eng. Mohammed Ibrahim Al Muhannadi, and QGA Technical Expert Mike Shoueiry at the 
Doha Golf Club on Saturday.

Winner of the 37th Qatar Open Amateur Championship Joe Jones of 
Wales receives the trophy from QGA Deputy General-Secretary Eng. 
Mohammed Ibrahim Al Muhannadi at the Doha Golf Club on Saturday.

Qatar’s Saleh Al Kaabi receives his prize from QGA Deputy General-Sec-
retary Eng. Mohammed Ibrahim Al Muhannadi. Organizing Committee 
Member and Media Coordinator Walid Saad is on the right. 

Welshman 
secures berth  

for Qatar  
Masters 2023 

Verstappen secures pole for  
F1 season opener in Bahrain

DPA
SAKHIR (BAHRAIN) 

WORLD champion Max Ver-
stappen of Red Bull picked up 
from where he left off and se-
cured the first pole position of 
the year on Saturday for the 
Formula One opener Bahrain 
Grand Prix.

The Dutchman clocked 
1 minute 29.708 seconds to 
claim his 21st career pole 
and beat team-mate Sergio 
Perez by 0.138 second, while 
Charles Leclerc of last season’s 
runners-up Ferrari was third, 
0.292 second off the pace.

“It’s been a bit of a tough 
start to the weekend, not really 
finding my rhythm,” Verstap-
pen said.

“Very happy to be on pole, 
having such a strong car with 
Checo up there as well, it’s amaz-
ing and I’m looking forward to 

tomorrow as well,” he added.
Verstappen was already on 

top of the timesheets after his 
first flying lap in Q3, but closely 
followed by Leclerc. The Mon-

egasque, however, didn’t re-
turn to the track for a second 
attempt, but stressed it was a 
strategic decision.

“There was no issue (with 

the car), I think we were in the 
fight for pole which was good. 
But in the race run we were a 
little bit behind Red Bull so 
starting third on new tyres is 
better than starting first with 
old tyres,” he explained.

Leclerc’s team-mate Carlos 
Sainz was fourth, while much 
hyped Fernando Alonso of As-
ton Martin, who topped two 
practice sessions and had his 
eyes on a first pole position in 
11 years, managed only the fifth 
best time. 

Mercedes duo of George Rus-
sell and Lewis Hamilton were 
sixth and seventh respectively.

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen competes during the qualifying round of the Bahrain Formula 
One Grand Prix at the Bahrain International Circuit in Sakhir Saturday. (AFP)

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver 
Max Verstappen speaks in the pit 
lane during the qualifying round 
of the Bahrain F1 Grand Prix at 
the Bahrain International Circuit 
in Sakhir on Saturday. (AFP)

Wejdan Al Malki astride her 
trusted mount Mango Jacaro dur-
ing CB CHI Al Shaqab Presented 
by Longines at Al Shaqab recently.

Front row: Max Verstappen (NED/Red Bull)/ Sergio Perez (MEX/Red Bull)
2nd row: Charles Leclerc (MON/Ferrari)/ Carlos Sainz (ESP/Ferrari)
3rd row: Fernando Alonso (ESP/Aston Martin-Mercedes)/ George Russell (GBR/Mercedes)
4th row: Lewis Hamilton (GBR/Mercedes)/ Lance Stroll (CAN/Aston Martin-Mercedes)
5th row: Esteban Ocon (FRA/Alpine-Renault)/ Nico Hulkenberg (GER/Haas-Ferrari)
6th row: Lando Norris (GBR/McLaren-Mercedes)/ Valtteri Bottas (FIN/Alfa Romeo)
7th row: Zhou Guanyu (CHN/Alfa Romeo)/ Yuki Tsunoda (JPN/AlphaTauri-Red Bull)
8th row: Alexander Albon (THA/Williams-Mercedes)/ Logan Sargeant (USA/Williams-Mercedes)
9th row: Kevin Magnussen (DEN/Haas-Ferrari)/ Oscar Piastri (AUS/McLaren-Mercedes)
10th row: Nyck de Vries (NED/AlphaTauri-Red Bull)/ Pierre Gasly (FRA/Alpine-Renault)

Starting Grid

Action-packed Senior Arab Judo Championship concludes
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR successfully hosted 
the Senior Arab Judo Cham-
pionship at Ali bin Hamad Al 
Attiyah Arena with an excit-
ing two days of competition 
over the weekend. The Cham-
pionship was utilized as a 
test event for the World Judo 
Championships – Doha 2023, 
which will take place at the 
same venue from May 7-14.

Salha Al Badi secured 
a silver medal for Qatar in 
the women’s 57kg category. 
Other Qatari judokas in ac-
tion were Mohamed Rabahi 
(81kg), Khalil Rabahi (81kg), 
Rida Almarri (100kg), Fatina 
Bouqehous (52kg), and Khol-

oud al-Kuwari (78kg). The 
event also attracted entrants 

from Egypt, United Arab 
Emirates, Jordan, Djibouti, 

Bahrain, Morocco, Algeria, 
Iraq, Tunisia, Kuwait, Syria, 
and Lebanon.

Winners: 
Men: -60kg: Adel Hamada 
(Egypt); -66kg: Abderrahmane 
Boushita (Morocco); -73kg: 
Houd Zourdani (Algeria); -81kg: 
Askerbii Gerbekov (Bahrain); 
-90kg: Omar El Ramly (Egypt); 
-100kg: Zelimkhan Yakub (Bah-
rain); +100kg: Mohamed Lili 
(Algeria).
Women: -48kg: Noura Salem 
(Egypt); -52kg: Faiza Aissahine 
(Algeria); -57kg: Soumiya Iraoui 
(Morocco); -63kg: Taibi Chaimae 
(Morocco); -70kg: Souad Bel-
lakehal (Algeria); 78kg: Louiza 
Ichallal (Algeria);   +78kg: 
Nermine Graoua (Algeria).
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Now showing: ‘The Eventologist’ 

Balitang Q marks 14 years of Filipino community service

B
alitang Q, a non-profit Filipino news or-
ganisation, established for the purpose of 
broadcasting and disseminating information 
among Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) 
and Pinoy expatriates, celebrated its 14th year 

in the service of the Filipino community in Qatar.
“We would like to thank all those who continue to 

support Balitang Q, including the Filipino commu-
nity organizations. We are also grateful to our previ-
ous officers and members because without them, we 
would not have reached this far in achieving more 
than a decade of service to our Kabayans,” said Bali-
tang Q President Christian Joy Dulalia Rombano in 
an interview with Qatar tribune.

For her part, the organization’s Vice President 
Marlene Cruz Flores added, “We’re grateful and 
honored that we reached this milestone. to our Ka-
bayans, always remember that we are always here 

to support you and we will always be thankful for 
giving us the opportunity to serve you.”

among the incumbent officers of Balitang Q in-
clude: President - Christian Joy Dulalia Rombano, 
Vice President - Marlene Cruz Flores, Secretary 
- Stephanie adornado, technical Heads - Eugene 
nakar, nicolas Pocholo lazatin Enciso and Jhay 
Sta. ana. Meanwhile, the Executive Committees are 
composed of Catherine David, leoter Vispo, John 
Milky Del Rosario and Jonald Roxas.

Balitang Q has been active in supporting OFW-
related events and activities in the country by pro-
viding an online network to connect Filipino celebri-
ties, entrepreneurs, and other entities to the Pinoy 
netizens at no cost. the organization aims to give 
back to the community by conducting more out-
reach programs and supporting the Philippine gov-
ernment as well as other local organisations.

L
igHtS, camera, 
action! ‘the Even-
tologist’ – a movie 
based on a true 
Filipino expat story 

is now showing and creating a 
buzz across Qatar with its em-
powering message of resilience 
and the undying Pinoy fighting 
spirit against all odds.

the two-hour-long film doc-
uments the realities and chal-
lenges of some Overseas Filipi-
no Workers (OFWs) living and 
venturing into business in the 
gulf state. it was entirely filmed 
in Qatar, which is home to more 
than 280,000 Filipino expats.

after three years of rigorous 
planning and preparations, the 
much-awaited OFW film has 
finally launched its global Pre-
miere at the City Center Cin-
emas in Doha. 

Starring renowned actor JC 
Santos, who himself is a former 
OFW, this biopic chronicles the 
life of Oscar Yema, also known 
as Direk Oscar – the movie’s 
writer-director. 

Santos portrays the role 
of Steven lucas and recounts 
Yema’s challenging journey 
abroad as an event organiser. 
While managing large-scale 
concerts and shows that fea-
ture top-rated Filipino singers, 
bands and celebrities, he even-
tually experiences downfall at 
its hardest.

The Director
the movie is titled after Ye-

ma’s profession, an eventologist 
who has also been a seasoned 
tV producer and director both 
in Qatar and the Philippines. 

Proud of being both the 
cast and crew, he is a long time 
OFW and one of the most no-
table Filipino entrepreneurs 
in Qatar. Before working in 
Qatar’s tV industry, he spent 
more than two decades with 
the Philippine’s biggest tV net-
works and climbed his career 
ladder from researcher to ex-
ecutive producer. among the 
programs that he handled in-
clude aBS-CBn’s ‘Hoy, gising!’ 
‘Magandang gabi, Bayan’ and 
gMa 7’s ‘imbestigador’, ‘Saksi’ 
and ‘Brigada Siete’.

The Lead Actor
Philippine celebrity actor 

JC Santos portrays the main 
character. the struggles of the 
Filipino workers abroad are 
close to his heart. His parents 
are both OFWs and he himself 
spent several months working 
at Hong Kong Disneyland and 
Universal Studios Singapore as 
a singer-dancer before moving 
to new York City to study mu-

sical theatre at the Circle in the 
Square theatre School.

the Kapampangan actor 
who started at a young age, San-
tos’ talents were well-honed with 
over 10 years in theater. He also 
has a degree in theatre arts from 
the University of the Philippines. 
He is best known for his role in 
the tV series till i Met You as 
alejandro ‘ali’ nicolas and hit 
films including ‘Miracle in Cell 
no. 7’ (Philippine remake). 

All-Filipino Casting
as the first OFW crowd-

supported full-length screen-
play, it is significant to note that 
100% of the movie’s cast and 
crew are OFWs – from the pro-
duction team to the full cast.

this community-funded 
movie is played by 128 actors 
Pinoy entrepreneurs, most of 
whom came from the local com-
munity acting as themselves.

OFW Stars in Qatar
Filipinos are known to be 

spectacular performers, as 
evidenced by the numerous 
concerts, cultural performanc-
es, events and films staged in 

Doha. luckily, these talents are 
in the movie spotlight and two 
of them who captivated the au-
dience with their acting prow-
ess, share how they earned 
their spots in this movie, in an 
interview with Qatar Trib-
une.

the film’s female lead is 
played by local music performer 

Vanessa Casador. She is Santos’ 
leading lady and the movie’s ex-
ecutive producer being an event 
organiser herself. 

When asked if she has any 
previous acting experience, she 
said, “acting experience none. 
My siblings may have dreamed 
of being celebrities but i never 
imagined myself of becoming 

one. My passion is singing. i 
perform with the SoUnDz of 
Era band here in Qatar.”

the nursing graduate who 
hails from Occidental Mindoro 
and Bacolod, Cassador audi-
tioned for her role as the wife of 
the lead character because one 
of her followers in social media 
encouraged her to join.

“i wasn’t interested at first. 
But, he [her Facebook follower) 
insisted and that led me to ac-
cept it. i’m glad because he’s 
even a different nationality. and, 
i’m a person who has a word so 
if i commit, i’d do it. But, i was 
actually feeling conscious be-
cause there were many beautiful 
ladies who auditioned and some 
of them had experiences with 
theatre acting,” she recalled.

Prior to becoming a cham-
pion in singing contests and 
consistently in the dean’s list 
during her school days,  she has 
faced many challenges and her 
message to the Kabayan com-
munity particularly to the bud-
ding artists, “never give up. the 
path you’ll take will be smooth 
if it’s really for you. But, if it’s 
rough, it’s not meant for you.” 
this is what she learned in life 
as she grew up in las Piñas and 
moved to Qatar as an admin, 
Event, and Marketing Coordi-
nator in a reputable firm.

Meanwhile, Prince Wil-
liam aresgado, who plays the 
role of a local resident, is also 
the movie’s overall production 
designer. He was born in Cal-
bayog, Samar, who then moved 
to Qatar to help his family rise 
above financial adversity.

“i was living in a remote 
island. there were times when 
we’re eating root crops only and 
we experienced a lot of hard-
ships with limited livelihood 
in the sea. then, i said to my-
self that i don’t want us to stay 
like this and i decided to work 

abroad,” he shared.
Being the breadwinner and 

the third child in a brood of 
seven, aresgado pursued his 
studies as a working scholar. 
He graduated with a hotel and 
restaurant management degree 
where he developed his skills in 
crafting and interior designing.

looking to expand his hori-
zon, he auditioned for the mov-
ie and didn’t expect Direk Oscar 
would entrust him to design the 
entire production set-up. “i am 
grateful for this experience as it 
enhanced my skills in produc-
tion design and exposed me to 
acting,” he added.

Both Cassador and aresgado 
considered the Eventologist film 
as a blessing because it helped 
them in many ways. “they (the 
movie cast and crew) became a 
family to us. it’s been nearly two 
years that we’re together shoot-
ing for the film, since the pan-
demic,” the former said. the lat-
ter also stressed that the whole 
Filipino community supported 
the movie from day one until it 
became a reality. “it started with 
zero funds and we are happy 
now that we can finally watch it 
on the big screen in the cinema 
worldwide because of the gen-
erosity of the film backers and 
sponsors,” he furthered.

Spoiler Alert
For those who are yet to 

watch the movie, the Eventolo-
gist features the many scenic 
places and landmarks of Qatar.

Produced by advocacy glob-
al Studios and in partnership 
with Red Dot Films, the film 
evokes a whirlwind of emotions 
with its story of resilience, cama-
raderie, and the devastating ef-
fects of cyberbullying, fake news 
and crab mentality. it includes 
real footage of past events and 
detailed stories of what hap-
pened behind the scenes.

this motion picture tries to 
convey that event production, 
as a glamorous job, has been a 
common misconception, when 
in actuality, it brings tons of 
face-palm moments and can no 
longer be a mere job, but a mis-
sion.

as one of movie principles 
puts it, “Success is a product of 
meticulous planning, dedica-
tion, and execution. But, what 
do you do when your plans fail? 
How much more can a fallen 
person take?”

With his relentless per-
sistence and willingness to go 
the extra mile, Direk Oscar, 
believes that just like phoenix, 
one can rise from the ashes and 
be re-born. Because, the show 
must always go on.

The documentary-reality-drama depicts real-life OFW stories and showcases Filipino expatriate talents in Qatar

The Eventologist director Oscar De 
Jesus Yema

The cast and crew during The Eventologist World Premiere Night at City Centre Cinemas

The Eventologist movie taping

Balitang Q President Christian Joy Dulalia Rombano 
and Vice President Marlene Cruz Flores

Balitang Q President President  
Christian Joy Dulalia Rombano Balitang Q officers and members during their 14th year anniversary
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FM meets UN chief, representatives of countries 
QNA 
DOHA

DEPUTY Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
Al Thani on Saturday met with Secretary-Gener-
al of the United Nations Antonio Guterres on the 
occasion of the Fifth UN Conference on the Least 
Developed Countries (LDC5), which convenes in 
Doha on Sunday.

During the meeting, they discussed bilateral 
relations between Qatar and the UN and ways 
to develop them, in addition to the develop-
ments in the occupied Palestinian territories, 
Libya and Afghanistan, the latest updates of the 
Iranian nuclear file talks, and several issues of 
common concern.

The UN secretary-general thanked Qatar for 
making the necessary arrangements to host the 
LDC5 conference.

The Deputy Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs also met with Prime 
Minister of Mali Choguel Kokalla, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Development Coop-
eration Burundi Albert Shingiro and Acting 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Sudan Ali Al-
Sadiq Ali.

During the meetings, they discussed the bi-
lateral relations between Qatar and each of the 
countries and ways to develop them.

Qatar committed to supporting
education in least developed
countries: Education minister

QNA
DOHA

MINISTER of Education and High-
er Education HE Buthaina bint Ali 
Al Jabr Al Nuaimi has affirmed the 
commitment of Qatar to support the 
least developed countries (LDC) by 
strengthening comprehensive and ef-
fective national education systems, 
whether in distance classes or in di-
rect educational sites, and improving 
curricula that respond to the dynamic 
nature of education and training and 
labour market.

She stressed the importance of 
strengthening local contexts, includ-
ing country-specific challenges, capac-
ity development of teachers, especially 
in rural areas, improvements in basic 
infrastructure, and provision of ad-
equate supplies to suit the learning 
requirements of all children.

The minister said the issue of edu-
cation is one of the main pillars of the 
country’s development programmes, 
as education is the guarantee for 
building sustainable societies that are 
able to withstand challenges, as it con-
tributes to increasing the productivity 
of individuals and the promotion of 
economic growth.

She also stressed that Qatar is 
committed to supporting the least 
developed countries in increasing 
school enrolment rates, reducing 
dropout rates, providing school feed-
ing programmes that support healthy 
diets, water and sanitation facilities, 
vaccinations, various school health 
services, and improving the quality 
of education, especially core learning 
competencies.

The minister added that Qatar is 
also striving to ensure access to the 
Internet in less developed countries, 
significantly increase access to elec-
tricity, provide digital literacy skills 
and lifelong learning systems, as well 
as distribute educational equipment 
and materials, whether in physical or 
digital form, with focus on the poorest 
and most vulnerable families.

She expressed Qatar’s belief that 
education plays a fundamental role 
in building sustainable and resilient 
societies, and contributes to increas-
ing the productivity of individuals and 
enhancing the potential for economic 
growth, in addition to developing the 
vocational skills necessary to achieve 
sustainable development in various 
fields of life, such as: clean energy, 
water, and the preservation of natural 
resources, and it also contributes to 
improving the health and living condi-
tions of people.

She said that the Fifth United Na-
tions Conference on the Least Devel-
oped Countries, which Doha will host 
from March 5 to 9, will be an oppor-
tunity to highlight the importance of 
universal access to quality and com-
prehensive education at all levels, 
eliminating the gender gap in school 
enrolment and completion, and pro-
moting quality education for all in the 
least developed countries.

She said, through the conference, 
an increase in the number of places 
and scholarships available globally for 
students and trainees from least de-
veloped countries would be pursued, 
particularly in the fields of science, 
educational technology, business ad-
ministration and economics, and full 
utilisation of available scholarships 
would be encouraged.

She added that Qatar has un-

dertaken many initiatives and pro-
grammes that support education for 
children in conflict zones, including 
the initiative of the Education Above 
All Foundation, by making available 
its educational programme in emer-
gencies, which supported more than 
1.5 million children in Ukraine who 
were forced to become refugees.

She said, “We are aware that the 
least developed countries, despite the 
many challenges and obstacles they 
face, abound with huge potentials of 
human, cultural and natural resourc-
es, which can be harnessed to achieve 
sustainable economic growth, well-be-
ing, peace, prosperity, food and energy 
security.”

She revealed that, during the con-
ference, Qatar will present proposals 
to protect education and its role in ad-
hering to these initiatives, including, 
for example, Qatar will commit to con-
ducting feasibility studies to explore 
the possibility of establishing a virtual 
university or other equivalent plat-
forms to support online STEM educa-
tion at undergraduate and postgradu-
ate levels in least developed countries 
and newly denominated countries 
to provide political support for the 
promotion of distance education and 
open education at undergraduate and 
postgraduate studies in the fields of 
science, technology and engineering 
mathematics.

FM underlines Qatar’s
keenness for supporting
least developed countries

HE STRESSED Qatar’s keenness to 
continue supporting the LDCs, in co-
operation with its partners around the 
world. He pointed out the allocation 
of a large part of Qatar’s international 
development assistance to these coun-
tries, based on its firm policy and be-
lief in the action based on cooperation 
and partnership with the international 
community.

The FM thanked president of Mala-
wi for his kind invitation to convene this 
summit and expressed appreciation for 
his tireless and commendable efforts in 

leading the LDC group.
The FM also thanked the UN sec-

retary-general for his valuable partici-
pation in this summit, which is a clear 
example of the great importance the UN 
organisation attaches to supporting the 
needs and priorities of the LDCs, point-
ing to the appreciation of the State of 
Qatar for the initiatives and unremit-
ting efforts made by the organisation in 
this regard.

He stressed Doha’s pride in holding 
the presidents and heads of government 
of the LDCs at whom Qatar is proud to 
have relations with their fraternal and 
friendly countries.

‘Qatar seeks new partnerships, innovative solutions to support LDCs’
QNA
DOHA

THE State of Qatar has ex-
pressed its aspiration that 
the Civil Society Forum of the 
5th UN Conference on Least 
Developed Countries (LDC5) 
will represent an important 
opportunity to establish new 
partnerships and explore in-
novative solutions to key im-
plementation areas of the Doha 
Programme of Action (DPoA), 
allowing civil society organi-
sations to develop plans and 
strategies that contribute to 
supporting the DPoA imple-
mentation.

This came in the speech of 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs HE Sultan bin Saad 
Al Muraikhi at the high-level 
opening of the Civil Society Fo-
rum on Saturday.

The minister said that such 

events, including the Civil So-
ciety Forum and its various 
panel discussions in the com-
ing days, represent an impor-
tant and unique forum not only 
for discussion but also for an-
nouncing initiatives, innova-
tive partnerships and targeted 
measures to support the least 
developed countries (LDCs) 
in implementing an ambitious 
programme of action - DPoA 
for 2022-2031.

He explained that the 
unanimous adoption of DPoA 
was an important step forward, 
which clearly demonstrated the 
priority given to LDCs’ issues 
and their advanced position on 
the global agenda.

He stressed that LDC5 
would complete the positive 
momentum and emphasize 
the international community’s 
commitment and the urgent 
need for concerted efforts and 

cooperation based on multi-
lateralism and partnerships to 
support the LDCs’ endeavours 
to implement DPoA, which de-
fines their aspirations and pri-

orities.
He pointed out that Qatar 

has for years been one of the 
countries at the forefront of 
supporting the aspirations and 

efforts of LDCs in their path 
toward sustainable and com-
prehensive development. He 
added that Qatar’s hosting of 
the LDC5 is clear evidence of 
Qatar’s commitment to sup-
porting the endeavors of LDCs 
and also reflects the political 
will of Doha to always be a plat-
form for solidarity and multi-
lateral action.

The minister said that 
amid the concerns and chal-
lenges facing millions of peo-
ple in the LDCs, the DPoA 
constitutes a very important 
road map, particularly its new 
generation of global partner-
ships based on renewing and 
strengthening the commit-
ments of LDCs, their develop-
ment partners and all other 
stakeholders to achieve recov-
ery from the pandemic, build 
resilience and accelerate the 
implementation of the Sus-

tainable Development Goals.
He welcomed the encour-

agement of the DPoA for civil 
society and other concerned 
parties to contribute to the im-
plementation of the work pro-
gramme in the relevant areas 
of competence, in line with the 
national priorities of the LDCs 
and in cooperation with the 
relevant national government 
institutions. He stressed that 
ensuring this comprehensive 
participatory process for all 
stakeholders in the LDCs will 
be an important catalyst for the 
successful implementation of 
the DPoA.

Muraikhi wished that the 
work of the Civil Society Forum 
would be crowned with suc-
cess and fruitful discussions, 
extending sincere thanks and 
appreciation to all parties in-
volved in organizing the work 
of this important forum.

‘UN is working to develop 
smooth transition strategies’
“A THRIVING business community and 
the creation of decent jobs cannot hap-
pen if economies are stuck in first gear 
- exporting raw materials without oppor-
tunities for structural transformation to 
rapidly move up the value chain.”

“Combatting climate catastrophe 
that you did nothing to cause is impos-
sible when the cost of capital is sky-high 
and the financial support you receive to 
mitigate and adapt to the destruction is a 
drop in the bucket,” he added.

The UN secretary-general explained, 
“In the midst of these injustices, the 
United Nations is working with you to 
develop smooth transition strategies, 
based on tailored support for the gradu-
ation process.”

“That’s why the Doha Programme 
of Action includes an online university 
to provide your countries with access 
to science, expertise and technology to 
develop more innovative and diverse 
economies and workforces,” he added. 
“At this time of widespread food insecu-
rity, the creation of a food stockholding 
system for Least-Developed Countries 
will be another tangible outcome of this 
Summit to combat hunger and skyrock-
eting food prices.”

“The Doha Programme of Action also 
includes the establishment of an interna-
tional investment support centre to help 
least-developed and graduated countries 
attract foreign investment.” Also, it fo-
cuses on a resilience-building mecha-
nism, which is to increase the capacity of 
LDCs to adapt to climate change through 
adaptation, early warning system im-
provement, and multi-stakeholder resil-
ience-building measures, he added.

He added that these measures would 
support the ability of individuals, com-
munities and systems to withstand and 
recover from adverse shocks, build long-
term resilience, and protect hard-won 
development gains.

The leaders of the countries par-
ticipating in LDC5 are expected to 
agree on plans to implement the Doha 
Programme of Action for the LDCs, a 
ten-year commitment to renew and 
strengthen partnerships between the 
LDCs and developed countries, as well 
as the private sector and civil society. 
There will also be several new part-
nerships and concrete commitments 
to deliver on the promise of the Doha 
Programme of Action, especially in light 
of the sharply declining population of 
LDCs and the growing inequality of liv-
ing standards.

HE Sultan bin Saad Al Muraikhi
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