
Masterful Musa claims telling 5* win 
on LGCT Doha 2023 opening day
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The opening day of the three-
day Longines Global Champi-
ons Tour Doha 2023 kicked off 
in spectacular style with 53 rid-
ers from 19 different countries 
taking to Al Shaqab’s incredible 
Longines Arena on Thursday. 
Competition is fierce and spec-
tators were treated to a thrilling 
display of sport and horseman-
ship throughout the day.

LGCT of Doha Day 1 saw a 
host of classes throughout the 
day where the best of 3* and 
5* riders, coupled with some 
of the most impressive young 
talent from Qatar in the Chil-
dren’s National Class take to Al 
Shaqab’s Longines Arena. 

honoured by her excel-
lency Sheikha Al Mayassa bint 
hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, 
Chair of the Board of Trus-
tees of Qatar Museums, the 
15 young riders posting clear 
rounds in the Children’s class 
an impressive performance 
with all eyes in the brilliant 
line up.

The CSI 5* 1.45m speed 
class saw a collection of blis-
tering times as riders fought 
it out for top podium posi-
tion. Ultimately taking the 
win Francisco Jose Mesquita 
Musa aboard Carte de Blue 
PS Marathon posted a time of 
55.62 seconds, 2.41 seconds 
ahead of emanuele Gaudiano 
and Crack Balou.

Rounding out the podium 
in third place was young tal-
ent Lily Attwood with her Ka-
ribou horta, just 0.08 seconds 
behind Gaudiano in second. 
Speaking of his win, Musa 
commented on his impressive 
partner in Carte de Blue PS 
Marathon: “I am really happy, 
he jumped amazing today. My 
horse is natural at faster… 
emmanuel he was fast, and 
usually my horse makes the 
same strides in the lines as 
him, but today my horse was a 
little bit faster.”

Kicking off the season in 
style, Lily Attwood commented 
on her first LGCT 5* podium 
finish this year: “It’s so ex-
citing to be here in Doha, Al 
Shaqab is an incredible venue 
with brilliant facilities – it is a 
spectacular show to be part of. 
My horses are jumping fantas-
tically, and I can’t for the GCL 
competition tomorrow”.

With 17 horse and rider 
combinations leaving all rails 
standing around the flowing 
Ulliano Vezzani built track, 
the pressure was on. Just over 
10 seconds separated the top 
10 riders, providing a master-
class on tactics and sportsman-
ship for spectators from many 
unique dining experiences and 
hospitality locations around 
the arena.

The first round of the GCL 
team competition will begin at 
3pm on Friday with all teams 
looking to secure a coveted po-
dium position to grant them-
selves a head start for the 2023 
season. Saturday will see the 
highly anticipated Longines 

Global Champions Tour Grand 
Prix of Doha kick off at 6pm, 
with riders vying for the win as 
well as the first golden ticket to 
the LGCT Super Grand Prix at 
the GC Prague Playoffs.

With the new weekend for-
mat introduced in Doha, the 
16-team strong starting grid 
are in the final stages of their 
preparations ahead of Friday’s 
competition. 

Following his win in the 
CSI 3* 2 Phase 1.45m earlier 
on Thursday Riyadh Blue’s 
Ramsy Al Dulhami spoke of 
his team’s debut season: “It is 
great to be back at the Longines 
Global Champions Tour, the 
best shows in the world. We are 

off to a good start with today’s 
win. For the GCL teams league, 
Riyadh Blue is a new team this 
year, and we are going to start 
slow and build as the season 
progresses.”
Results 
CSI5* -  Against the clock; 
Height: 1.45 m
1. horse: Carte de Blue PS 
Marathon; Rider: Francisco 
José Mesquita Musa (BRa); 
Time 55.52 secs; Prize money: 
€6,550
2. Crack Balou; Emanuele Gaudi-
ano (ITa); 57.93 secs; €5,240
3. Karibou horta; Lily attwood 
(GBR); 58.01 secs; €3930
CSI5* two phases; Height: 
1.45m

1. horse: Cornets Iberio; Rider: 
Denis Lynch (IRL); Time: 25.43 
secs; Prize money: €2200
2. Calizi; henrik von Eckermann 
(SWE); 27.43 secs; €1760 
3. Toulini olympic; Edwina Tops-
alexander (aUS); 30.28 secs; 
€1320
CSI3* two phases; Height: 
1.45m
1. horse: Manola LS la Silla; 
Rider: Ramzy al Duhami (KSa) 
Time: 23.95 secs; Prize money: 
€8646 
2. I; ali al Khorafi (KUW); 25.60 
secs; €5240 
3. happyness; Ibrahim hani 
Bisharat (JoR); 25.94 secs; 
€3930 
CSI3* Two phases special; 
Height: 1.35m

1. horse: D Saucedo; Rider: 
Mohammed Saeed haidan (QaT); 
33.91 secs; €1250 
2. Steyburn; Faleh Suwead al 

ajami (QaT); 34.62 secs; €1000 
3. ambre de Beaufour; Saeed 
hamad Juma  (QaT) 34.78 secs; 
€750

Her Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad Al Thani, Chair of the Board of Trustees of Qatar Museums, crowned the most impressive young talent from Qatar in the Children’s National 3* and 5* Class on the opening 
day of the  Longines Global Champions Tour Doha 2023 at Al Shaqab’s Longines Arena on Thursday.

Sheikh Nawaf bin Nasser Al Thani, a member of Al Shaqab’s board of directors, poses with CSI5* two phases 
1.45m podium winners.

Haidan Mohammed Saeed A M of Qatar astride D Saucedo in action in 
CSI3* 1.35m at Al Shaqab on Thursday.

Brazil’s Francisco Jose Mesquita Musa astride Carte de Blue PS Marathon jumps clear during the CSI5* 1.45m speed class at the Longines Global Champions Tour at Longines Arena at 
Al Shaqab on Thursday. (Stefano Grasso / LGCT-GCL)

CSI3* Two phases special 1.35m National riders - winner Mohamed 
Saeed Haidan, runner-up Faleh Suwead Al Ajami and third-placed 
Saeed Hamad Juma pose with an official.
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Al Duhail beat Al Arabi 3-1 
in their Week 16 match of the 
QNB Stars league 2022-2023 
season at the Al Duhail Stadi-
um on Thursday.

It was a keen tussle between 
two strong teams – one ensur-
ing to stay at the top while the 
other trying to claim the nume-
ro uno spot.

The Red Knights however 
proved strong with Nam Tae-
hee (7th minute), Almoez Ali 
(37th minute) and Michael 
Olunga (90+2 minute) scoring 
for them.

For Al Arabi the sole suc-
cessful strike came from Ha-
mid Ismail in the 25th minute.

Al Arabi were also reduced 
to 10-man after Omar Al So-
mah received a red card for his 
tackle against Youssef Ayman 
of Al Duhail while going for a 
header in the 78th minute.

The valuable win saw Al 
Duhail take their lead at the top 
of the rankings to four points, 
having a total of 35 points from 
14 matches while Al Arabi stay 
second with 31 points from 15 
games.

Al Duhail got into busi-
ness straightaway at the start 
with their South Korean striker 
Nam Tae-hee, who was left un-
marked, making the most of 
a Ferjani Sassi assist to score 
from the left. The opening goal 
delighted several Al Duhail 
fans at the stadium.

Al Arabi replied with a fine 
goal from Ismail, who latched 

on to a fine high ball from Helal 
Mohamed before controlling it 
and moving past a defender to 
beat the rival goalkeeper. The 
equalizer brought the Al Arabi 
fans to their feet at the stadium.

The joy was however 
shortlived as twelve minutes 
later a defensive lapse saw the 
ball go towards a waiting Al-
moez Ali, who gleefully short 
from the right to give Al Duhail 
the lead.

The second half saw intense 
battle between the two sides 
and slew of yellow cards were 
flashed.

Al Arabi tried hard but they 
could not break the rival de-

fence.
In the 89th minute, Mo-

hamed Ismail of Al Duhail had 
a shy at the goal but his not so 
strong kick was cut off by a de-
fender.

In the end, Almoez won 
the ball in a challenge to Marc 
Muniesa and ran down from 
the centre line to beat the lone 
goalkeeper for more joy to Al 
Duhail fans.

Al Rayyan and Umm Salal 
in thrilling 1-1 draw
Al Rayyan and Umm Salal 
played out a thrilling 1-1 draw 
in their Week 16 match of QNB 
Stars league 2022-2023 sea-

son at the Al Sadd Stadium on 
Thursday.

While Umm Salal rallied to 
overcome the one goal deficit 
and hold Al Rayyan to a draw, 
the match produced many ex-
citing moments and close fin-
ishes. Both sides however had 
to be content with a point each 
in the end.

Yohan Boli had put Al Rayy-
an ahead with a goal in the 25th 
minute before Umm Salal hit 
back in the second half, scoring 
through Yassen Al Bakhit in the 
70th minute.

Umm Salal goalkeeper 
Khalifa Ababacar stood out 
with his sterling goalkeep-

ing where he not only denied 
Al Rayyan a goal in the added 
time but earlier in the 78th 
minute saved a penalty strike 
from Boli.

Umm Salal displayed free 
flowing attacking play at the start 
and had some good half chances 
but they lacked a good finish.

Al Shamal thrash  
Qatar SC 3-0 
Al Shamal defeated Qatar SC 
3-0 at the Al Duhail Stadium 
on Thursday.

Yacine Bammou (38th 
minute), Amjad Atwan (73rd 
minute) and Matias Nani 
(86th minute penalty) scored 
the goals as Al Shamal moved 

on to 14 points from as many 
matches following their fourth 
victory.

Qatar SC remained on 23 
points after suffering their 
sixth defeat.

It may be recalled that Qa-
tar SC had beaten Al Shamal 
1-0 in the first leg of 2022-2023 
season QNB Stars league.

Wesam Rizik-coached Al 
Shamal, who had played out a 
goalless draw with Al Wakrah 
in their postponed match from 
Week 8 after losing 2-3 to Al 
Gharafa in Week 15, thus com-
pensated for the dropped points.

Qatar SC had an upper 
hand initially, but could not 
translate that into a goal.

QNB Stars League: Al Duhail beat Al Arabi to 
stay on top; Al Shamal thrash Qatar SC 3-0

Hamilton denies retirement 
suggestion ahead of F1
season opener

dpa
STaTS Perform

leWIS Hamilton rebuffed sug-
gestions the 2023 season will 
be his final year in Formula 
One and is adamant he will be 
at Mercedes next season.

The seven-time champion 
is in the final year of his con-
tract with the team, who are 
expected to be off the pace of 
rivals Red Bull in the hunt for 
the championship.

Speculation that Hamilton 
will walk away from the sport 
has persisted ever since a con-
troversial conclusion to the 
2021 season, when Max Ver-
stappen pipped him to the title 
in Abu Dhabi.

Hamilton returned to the 
grid for 2022, although Mer-
cedes struggled and lost their 
constructors’ championship 
crown to Red Bull, and is set 
for a 17th season in F1 in 2023.

The Brit is not set for a 
swansong, as he hit back at 
claims from former F1 drivers 
Jenson Button and Damon Hill 
that he will retire following the 
campaign.

“It is ultimately people cre-

ating rumours without facts, 
and it is never helpful. You 
would have thought that they 
[Hill and Button] would both 
know me by now,” he told re-
porters ahead of the opening 
race of the season in Bahrain.

“I have been with Mercedes 
since I was 13, and last year we 
had a difficult year, but I am 
still here, and whether or not 
we have a difficult year this 
year, I will still be here.

“I am a fighter, and we fight 
as a team. I love the challenge 
of finding solutions and I still 
believe I am able to put the 
car in places that perhaps oth-
ers are not able to. I love that 
challenge. “Of course, I wish 
we started the season with a 
great car, but it is the journey 
that really counts.” Negotia-
tions over a new contract for 
Hamilton are continuing, with 
the 38-year-old confident an 
agreement will be reached.

“There is no hold-up with 
our contract. I have always 
been very, very relaxed and I 
don’t feel like I have to get it 
done right this second. I am in 
a very fortunate position,” he 
added.

Action from the Al Duhail vs Al Arabi QNB Stars League Week 16 clash played at the Al Duhail Stadium on 
Thursday. Al Duhail won 3-1.

Al Duhail players celebrate one of their three goals against Al Arabi.

QREC 38th RACE MEEtING: LoyALty Cup foR LAyEQ 

Jockey Jerome Moutard and Khalifa bin Sheail KH J Al Kuwari’s Layeq 
teamed up to win the Loyalty Cup during Qatar Racing and Equestrian 
Club’s 38th Race Meeting at Al Rayyan Racecourse on Thursday. The 
pair won yesterday’s feature - 1750m Graduation for 4YO Local Pure-
bred Arabians – by four and a half lengths to grab top honours.

Australia close in on victory at Indore
agencies

InDore

AUSTRAlIA are on the verge 
of victory inside three days in 
the third Test against India af-
ter Nathan lyon claimed eight 
for 64 at the Holkar Stadium 
on Thursday, reports BBC.com.

Following a first-innings 
score of 109, India were dis-
missed for 163 in their second 
go.

Australia need just 76 to 
win - but have to score them on 
a pitch where 30 wickets have 
fallen within two days.

Victory for Australia would 
secure their place in the final of 
the World Test Championship 
in June.

India lead the four-Test se-
ries 2-0 after big wins in Delhi 
and Nagpur, and they know 
a 3-1 series win or better will 
guarantee their place in the 
World Test Championship final 
at The Oval.

The second day began with 
Australia resuming on 156-
4, and after overnight batters 
Cameron Green and Peter 
Handscomb added 30 to the 
total, the tourists lost their last 
six wickets for 11 runs to fold 
for 197.

It left Australia with a lead 
of 88 and lyon wrecked India’s 

top order before they could 
erase their deficit.

He removed both openers, 
Shubman Gill and Rohit Shar-
ma, before dismissing Ravin-
dra Jadeja, while Matthew 
Kuhnemann claimed the prized 
wicket of Virat Kohli (13).

Only Cheteshwar Pujara 

(59) resisted to keep India in 
the contest, but a superb one-
handed catch from stand-in 
captain Steve Smith at leg slip 
dismissed him off lyon’s bowl-
ing.

“It’s a difficult pitch to bat 
on. I hope we’ll be able to bowl 
them out,” Pujara said.

“I know it’s not enough. 
Seventy-five may look like it’s 
not too many, but still, there is 
a chance.”

Scores: India 109 & 163: Pujara 
59; Lyon 8-64 vs Australia 197: 
Khawaja 60; Jadeja 4-78.
India lead Australia by 75 runs.

Australia’s players congratulate their teammate Nathan Lyon (3L) after he took eight wickets on the second 
day of the third Test cricket against India at the Holkar Stadium in Indore on Thursday. (afP) 
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Goodyear takes one-shot lead at 
Qatar Open Amateur golf C’ship
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England’s Reece goodyear 
surged into one-shot lead af-
ter the opening round of 37th 
edition Qatar Open amateur  
golf Championship that got 
underway at doha golf Club 
on Thursday. 

goodyear shot an even-
par 72 as golfers struggled on 
a windy course, giving away 
most strokes on a fast green. 

south-Korea born Rus-
sian daniil sokolov – a doha 
resident – who is only 12 
years old also got off to a fine 
start as he sits on joint second 
with Welsh player Joe Jones, 
returning with a card of one-
over-par 73, hoping to take 
lead in the second round. 

another Welshman James 
nash emerged third with two-
over-par 74 in the opening 
round followed by dinesh Ku-
mar, sam Epstein and Myles 
Taylor, who carded 75 on the 
inaugural day. 

Pakistan’s Omar Khalid 
Hussain, Matias Camberos, 
greg McClure, Jake Wiltshire 
and Phil Park were joint fifth 
with identical cards of 76 – 
four strokes behind leader 
goodyear. 

Qatar’s saleh ali al Kaabi 
and ali al shahrani – win-
ner of the 2021 edition – shot 
five-over-par 77 on the first 
day.   

a total of 126 players in-
cluding nine Qatari golfers 
are taking part in the event 
that offers a coveted Com-
mercial Bank Qatar Masters 
berth to the winner. 
 
Top Scores: 1: 72: Reece 
Goodyear; 73: Joe Jones, Daniil 
Sokolov; 74: James Nash; 75: 
Dinesh Kumar, Sam Epstein, 
Myles Taylor; 76: Greg McClure, 
Matias Camberos, omar Khalid, 
Jake Wiltshire, Phill Park.

Reece Goodyear of England (centre) at the start of the 37th edition of Qatar Open Amaterur Golf Champion-
ship at the Doha Golf Club on Thursday.
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TOP shooters from around the 
world will once again descend 
at the lusail shooting Com-
plex in Qatar to vie for the top 
honours in the ten-day (March 
4-13) exciting IssF World Cup 
shotgun doha 2023.

The championship, organ-
ized by the Qatar shooting & 
archery association (Qsaa) 
under the auspices of the Inter-
national shooting sport Feder-
ation (IssF) has attracted 466 
shooters from 63 nations.

The IssF World Cup shot-
gun doha 2023 is second of a 
series of 12 tournaments being 
held in 11 countries.

announcing the event at a 
press conference on Thursday, 
deputy general Manager of the 
Championship Jassim shaheen 
al sulaiti said that Qsaa and 
the lusail shooting Complex is 
all set to host the high-profile 
tournament. “lusail shoot-
ing range is ready to host this 
World Cup. We have been pre-
paring for it for the last three 
months. We hosted the Qatar 
Open a few weeks ago as prepa-
ration and to see how ready we 
are for this competition. and 
we hope that we can deliver a 
good competition and make 
everyone proud,” he said.

al saulaiti added: “IssF 
World Cup shotgun doha 
2023 is one of 12 tournaments 
which take place around the 
world. The finals will take place 
in december. gold medalists 
from each World Cup during 
the season will play in the final. 

This World Cup doesn’t serve 
as a qualification round for the 
Olympic games, but it help 
players get their ratings up so 
they can win the qualification 
to the Olympics by number of 
points,” al sulaiti said.

also present on the occa-
sion were abdullah ali al Ham-
madi, Chairman of the Techni-
cal Committee,  and Hamad 
Yousef al Obaidly, Chairman of 
the Media Committee.

Hosts Qatar, who will have 
five shooters in each of the 
skeet and trap categories for 
men and women, are aiming 
for for a number of podium 
finishes, said al sulaiti. Qatar’s 
Olympian Rashid al athba and 
female shooter Reem al shar-
shani are among the top draws.

“The expectation of Qatari 
shooters at home and outside 
home is always, always to be 
on the podium. Especially, we 

have Reem al sharshani who 
just won a silver medal at the 
recent asian Championships. 
One of our shooters, al athba 
has already qualified for the 
Olympics and has also won 
a bronze medal at the World 
Championships in Croatia few 
months ago. We have another 
shooter who got fourth in the 
World Championship. We are 
always on the podium or close 
to the podium, so when it’s at 

home here, we always hope to 
get the best result possible,” 
stressed al sulaiti.

“Qatari shooters are actu-
ally having a very heavy schedule 
since the last month. They played 
in five competitions. so they 
are getting ready for the asian 

games which will be hosted by 
Qatar and for the Olympics in 
Paris next year. The asian games 
is very important. It’s the Olym-
pics of asia. so we love to com-
pete with our neighbours and it’s 
always a fun and good environ-
ment to be in,” al sulaiti added.

World stars from 63 nations, top Qatar shooters 
for ISSF World Cup Shotgun Doha 2023

Yulo of the Philippines 
qualifies for vault and 

parallel bars finals
Tribune news neTwork
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FORMER world champion 
Carlos Yulo of the Philippines 
impressed in the men’s vault 
qualifiers at the 15th FIg artis-
tic gymnastics World Cup here 
on Thursday.

The Mag (floor, pommel 
horse and still rings) and Wag 
(vault and uneven bars) finals 
will be held on Friday from 
4pm.

The 23-year-old Filipino, 
who qualified for the floor ex-
ercise on Wednesday, tallied 
14.800 to top the chart in vault.

after his unimpressive 
start last week in the World 
Cup series in Cottbus, ger-
many, where he could win just 
a bronze on the parallel bars, 
Yulo seemed to have found his 
lost touch and confidence in 
the Qatari capital.

Reigning men’s world 
champion armenia’s artur 
davtyan also qualified for the 
finals. 

The 30-year-old, who won 
the gold last week at the Cott-
bus edition, was confidence 
personified in his execution 
and landing (14.766)

With Yulo in shimmering 
form, it remains to be seen how 
davtyan soaks up the pressure 
in the final.

Yulo also qualified for 
the parallel bars along with 
Ukraine’s Illia Kovtun, gold 
medallist in Cottbus, Turkey’s 

Ferhat arican, dilan Jimenez 
giraldo (COl) and Koki Maeda 
(JPn).

China’s reigning Olympic 
champion liu Yang, a firm fa-
vourite to win the men’s rings, 
was ahead of his nearest rivals.

The 28-year-old tallied 
15.333 ahead of Turkey’s reign-
ing world champion adem asil 
(14.900).

Iran’s Mahdi ahmed Koha-
ni, who came third in Cottbus, 
was fifth on the qualification 
chart.

Romania’s Sabrina shines
after qualifying for the wom-
en’s vault final on Wednesday, 
Romania’s sabrina Maneca-
Voinea qualified for two more 
apparatus finals.

The 15-year-old topped the 
women’s floor exercise chart 
(13.266) and came fifth on the 
balance beam qualifier.

sabrina, coached by her 
mother and former Olym-
pic gymnast Camelia Voinea, 
scored 5.5 and 7.766 points in 
difficulty and execution.

Bronze medallist at last 
year’s European Junior artistic 
gymnastics Championships, 
the youngster will look forward 
to win the finals.

Uzbekistan’s dildora aripo-
va, Chiaki Hatakeda (JPn), 
Ruby stacey (gBR), nazanin 
Teymurova (aZE), Ruby Pass 
(aUs), Elina gravin (sWE) and 
Breanna scott (aUs) also made 
it to floor exercise final.
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Deputy General Manager of the Championship Jassim Shaheen Al Sulaiti, Hamad Yousef Al Obaidly,  
Chairman of the Media Committee, and Abdullah Ali Al Hammadi, Chairman of the Technical Committee  
during the press conference at QSAA’s Lusail Shooting Range on Thursday.

Local stars Olympian Rashid Al Athba (above) and female shooter 
Reem Al Sharshani will lead Qatar challenge.

Pakistan’s Omar Khalid in action on the opening day of the Qatar Open Amateur Golf Championship at Doha 
Golf Course on Thursday. Khalid finished joint 5th on the opening day of the three-day event.

Carlos Yulo of the Philippines impressed in the men’s vault qualifiers at 
the 15th FIG Artistic Gymnastics World Cup at Aspire Dome on Thursday.

FIG Artistic Gymnastics 
World Cup - Doha 2023 

Zverev beats Sonego in Dubai for first semi since return from injury
DPA

haNovER

OlYMPIC champion alexan-
der Zverev defeated Italian 
lorenzo sonego 7-5, 6-4 on 
Thursday at the dubai Cham-
pionships to reach a first semi-
final since his return from a 

long-term ankle injury.
germany’s Zverev saved 

three break points in the open-
ing game and then wrapped up 
matters with ace on first match 
point after 1 hour 51 minutes.

“I’m happy to be in my first 
semi-final since the injury. 
Hopefully it won’t be my last and 

hopefully there’s much more to 
come here,” Zverev said.

It’s been a very difficult 
time for me over, I would say, 
the last nine months. I haven’t 
played tennis at all for such a 
long period for the first time in 
my life. It definitely shows that 
the hard work is paying off and 

I’m extremely happy with my 
progress and how I’m playing 
right now.” 

Zverev severe damaged 
his ankle in the French Open 
semi-final against Rafael na-
dal in early June and only re-
turned to action at the begin-
ning of the year.
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The arbitration courts, the speakers explained during the book release, are private courts 
whose main pillar is the autonomy of the parties involved

World’s Best Receptionist Trophy
for Doha-based Romanian 
guest relations supervisor 

German Business Council Qatar 
launches GCC Arbitration Guide 

G
erman Business Coun-
cil Qatar, in collaboration 
with German Industry and 
Commerce Qatar Chapter 
(aHK), recently launched 

‘GCC arbitration Guide’, at the Park 
Hyatt Hotel West Bay Doha.

Present on the occasion were Hen-
ning Zimmermann, chairperson, Ger-
man Business Council Qatar (GBCQ); 
rebecca Krey from aHK; Dr aouni 
almousa; Dr Philipp Stompfe; martin 
Brown; andreas Scherdel of alexander 
& Partner Law Firm; and rita Kauf-
mann from Strohal Legal.

The book has been published by 
the German emirati Joint Council for 
Industry and Commerce (aHK) and al-
exander & Partner. The guide explores 
the existing arbitration laws and rules 
applicable in different GCC countries. 
It highlights the different regulations 
governing each component of an ar-
bitration process from the arbitration 
agreement and initiating the arbitra-
tion process to the enforcement of an 
arbitral award.

Highlighting the differences and 
similarities between the GCC laws on 
each aspect of the arbitration process, 
the guide gives a clear overview and 
analysis of arbitration within GCC.

Oliver alexander is a Certified Law-
yer for International Business Law with 
a Diploma Degree in english Law from 
the University of aberystwyth. Before 
establishing alexander & Partner in 
april 2013, he has had vast experience 
serving in the legal field working with 
multi-billion industrial Preussag Group 
in Hannover (1996-1998), then with al-
attiya Legal Consultant and attorney 
in Doha (1988-2011) and as associated 
Partner at amereller rechtsanwatte in 
Berlin and Doha (2011-13). 

alexander has played key role in 

several major construction and infra-
structure projects in GCC countries, 
especially in Qatar. He has also been 
involved in major investments by arab 
investors in Germany and other euro-
pean countries.

On the occasion of the book release, 
the speakers discussed the importance 
of arbitration which has steadily in-
creased in recent years with more than 
80 % of international contracts provid-
ing for such. They noted how arbitration 
has almost completely replaced state ju-
risdiction in sectors like industrial plant 

construction and the construction in-
dustry in general. arbitration, as a mat-
ter of fact, provides a potentially faster 
and confidential dispute resolution, and 
represents an equivalent alternative to 
state court proceedings.

The arbitration courts, the speak-
ers explained, are private courts whose 
main pillars are the arbitral parties’ au-
tonomy. The parties can thus have their 
disputes decided by experts in the rele-
vant field chosen by them in accordance 
with specially adapted procedural rules.

rOmanIan national ms Bi-
anca alexandra Bogdan, a 
guest relations supervisor 
at mandarian Oriental Ho-

tel, msheireb Downtown Doha, 
has been awarded the World’s  
Best receptionist in 2023 award 
at the aICr (The International 
association of Front Office man-
agers).

The award ceremony was 
held in Doha on Tuesday.

The World’s Best reception-
ist is a global contest allowing 
every receptionist around the 
world to showcase their skills in 
service excellence, front office 
expertise, and passion for hos-
pitality to compete on an inter-
national stage. 

The annual competition held 
by aICr aims to recognise ris-
ing stars in hospitality and ser-
vice excellence and takes place 
face-to-face with a live role-play 

at the heart of the challenge. 
more than 1,000 hoteliers 

from around the world par-
ticipated and only 17 national 
champions were shortlisted for 
the ‘David Campbell Trophy’ in 
the international finals.

martin Schnider, general 
manager of mandarin Orien-
tal Doha, said on the occasion, 
“We are proud of Bianca’s 

achievement to be recognised 
with distinction by the aICr 
on an international level. Our 
colleagues are at the heart  
of our guiding principles and 
ensuring memorable guest ex-
periences.”

mandarin Oriental, Doha is 
an intimate and stylish urban 
retreat located in the centre of 
msheireb Downtown Doha – 
the new lifestyle and cultural 
heart of the city. 

The hotel blends chic and 
contemporary design with 
touches of Qatari heritage, 
bringing new levels of luxury to 
Qatar. 

Designed by the world-re-
nowned David Collins Studio, 
the hotel’s 117 rooms, 41 suites 
and 91 serviced apartments 
blend an elegant, contemporary 
design with subtle elements of 
traditional Qatari heritage.

(From left) Martin Brown, Rita Kaufmann, Andreas Scherdel and Rebecca Krey

A group picture on the occasion

Philipp Stompfe

Henning Zimmermann speaks at the event.

Dr Aouni Al Mousa

The World’s Best Receptionist 
is a global contest allowing 
every receptionist around the 
world to showcase their 
skills in service excellence, 
front office expertise, and 
passion for hospitality to 
compete on an international 
stage. 

The book has been published by 
the German Emirati Joint Council 
for Industry and Commerce (AHK) 
and Alexander & Partner. The guide 
explores the existing arbitration 
laws and rules applicable in differ-
ent GCC countries. It highlights the 
different regulations governing 
each component of an arbitration 
process from the arbitration agree-
ment and initiating the arbitration 
process to the enforcement of an 
arbitral award.
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Sheikha Hind attends opening night of QF’s SHOWTIME!

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Her excellency Sheikha 
Hind bint Hamad Al Thani, 
vice-chairperson and CeO of 
Qatar Foundation, attended 
the opening performance of 
SHOWTIMe! 2023, a musical 
showcase created by students, 
teachers, and staff members 
from across Qatar Founda-
tion’s Pre-University educa-
tion schools.

Titled ‘Musicals at the 
Movies’, the production sees 
participants perform hits 
from shows such as Alad-
din, Grease, The Sound of 
Music and Anastasia, as well 
as debut an original song in 
english and Arabic by Qatari 
composer Dana Al Fardan 
called ‘Now or Never’. 

“SHOWTIMe! 2023 has 
been an incredible experi-
ence, for all the students and 
staff members involved,” said 
Fatima el Mahdi, manager of 
Student enrichment, Qatar 
Foundation. “We are incred-

ibly grateful to the vision of 
Director Chris Piper and his 
creative team – inspiring 
such a high level of excel-
lence, passion and dedication 
in the performers in just two 
months.   

“This year, we are intro-
ducing and interpreting mu-

sicals at the movies through 
our eyes, including an Arabic 
twist on four of the songs. 
And featuring the debut of 
the Arabic and english song 
‘Now or Never’ by Dana Al 
Fardan has been an incred-
ible honour. 

“Of the cast members, 

44 have never been a part of 
musical theatre before. We 
hope that musical theatre 
will continue to grow in Qa-
tar Foundation schools and 
beyond. Our hearts are truly 
full tonight.”

Nujoud Al Malki, one of 
the audience members, said: 

“As an aunt, seeing my nieces 
on stage singing and dancing 
with love and passion was 
one of the happiest moments 
of my life. This was amazing. 
I couldn’t be more excited to 
see my nieces and their tal-
ented classmates perform in 
SHOWTIMe! again.”

Lina Al Assaf, aged 10, at-
tended the show to support 
her friend who was perform-
ing. “I have never experienced 
anything like SHOWTIMe! 
before,” she said. “The energy, 
the music, the passion of the 
performers – it was all so in-
credible. I was on the edge of 
my seat the entire time - this 
was a night I will never forget.”

Fatima Al Ansari, one 
of the audience members, 
said: “I never expected to see 
such an amazing level of tal-
ent from the Qatar Founda-
tion students and teachers. 
SHOWTIMe! was a complete 
surprise, with performances 
that blew me away and left 
me in awe. The passion and 
dedication of these young per-
formers is truly inspiring.”

The creative team for the 
show is led by Chris Piper, 
with Qatar Philharmonic Or-
chestra providing support. 
SHOWTIMe! is being held 
in the PUe Theater in educa-
tion City and will conclude on 
March 4.

Qatar participates in naM contact Group’s suMMit-level MeetinG on coviD-19 panDeMic

‘over 80 countries received medical aid from Qatar during coviD-19’
QnA
Baku

THe State of Qatar participat-
ed in a summit-level meeting 
of the Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) Contact Group in re-
sponse to COVID-19, which 
was held yesterday in the capi-
tal of the republic of Azerbai-
jan, Baku.

The State of Qatar was 
represented at the meeting by 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs He Sultan bin Saad Al 
Muraikhi.

In the statement of the 
State of Qatar during the meet-
ing, He the Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs expressed 
Qatar’s sincere appreciation to 
the republic of Azerbaijan for 
the kind invitation to partici-
pate in the meeting.

He said the State of Qatar 
appreciates the efforts and the 
pioneering role of the republic 
of Azerbaijan in chairing the 
Non-Aligned Movement coun-
tries, and giving attention to 
strengthening the movement’s 
role in addressing the global 
health crisis represented by the 

coronavirus pandemic, which 
still occupies an interest on the 
global agenda.

His excellency said that 
the meeting was taking place 
at a time when the coronavi-
rus pandemic is still placing 
great burdens on the ability of 
many countries to respond and 
recover from the multifaceted 
negative impacts of the pan-
demic, pointing out that these 
challenges have emphasised 
the depth of interdependence 
and integration between coun-
tries.

His excellency explained 
that the efforts of the State of 
Qatar were not limited to the 
national level based on its 
well-known policy of coopera-
tion and partnership with the 
international community, and 
said that the State of Qatar did 
not hesitate to do what was 
dictated by its humanitarian 
duty.  It played a distinguished 
humanitarian role to sup-
port countries in confronting 
the pandemic, especially the 
countries of the Non-Aligned 
Movement. Since the begin-
ning of the crisis, it has provid-

ed urgent medical aid to more 
than 80 countries around the 
world to help them deal with 
the pandemic.

His excellency pointed 
out the keenness of the State 
of Qatar to make tireless ef-
forts to mitigate the impact of 
the pandemic, especially on 
the most vulnerable peoples 
and societies, and said that the 
Qatar Fund for Development 
has continued to expand its re-
sponse and provided more than 

USD 140 million for the ben-
efit of multilateral health care 
institutions and programmes 
such as COVAX. He added that 
in 2021, the Fund contributed 
more than USD 551 million to 
development projects and hu-
manitarian aid in cooperation 
with its strategic partners.

His excellency noted that 
this meeting almost coincides 
with the Fifth United Nations 
Conference on the Least De-
veloped Countries, which the 

State of Qatar will be honoured 
to host in Doha from 5-9 March 
2023.

His excellency said that 
the Doha Programme of Action 
for the Least Developed Coun-
tries paid special attention to 
the effects of the pandemic on 
the least developed countries, 
most of which are members of 
the Non-Aligned Movement. 
The Doha Programme consti-
tutes a transformational road-
map for bringing about the 
desired change and building 
resilient societies, especially in 
the framework of the impor-
tant and ambitious measures, 
initiatives and commitments 
it entails, and it will be the first 
work programme to address 
the challenges associated with 
the repercussions of the coro-
navirus on the least developed 
countries.

His excellency affirmed the 
State of Qatar’s commitment 
to preparing and providing all 
requirements for the success of 
holding the conference, so that 
it would be a landmark and 
transformative event to sup-
port the aspirations of the least 

developed countries.
He renewed his thanks 

to the republic of Azerbai-
jan for the initiative to hold 
this important meeting, and 
said: “We salute the political 
will expressed by participants 
today, which highlights the 
importance of international 
cooperation to combat the pan-
demic, and stresses the need 
more than ever to strengthen 
solidarity and multilateral ac-
tion as the best way forward 
to face challenges, rebuild and 
recover.

His excellency stressed the 
keenness of the State of Qatar 
to continue with initiatives and 
contributions that contribute 
to alleviating the burdens of 
crises and common challenges.

He Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs added that the 
State of Qatar will remain fully 
committed to playing a valu-
able role in this important and 
vital global endeavour, and 
Qatar looks forward to fruitful 
discussions and that the work 
of this meeting will be crowned 
with success and the achieve-
ment of the desired goals.

HE Sultan bin Saad Al Muraikhi
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PM ATTENDS ITAS CONFERENCE AT UDST

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani on Thursday attended the first edition of the International Conference on Innovation and Technological Advances for Sustain-
ability (ITAS) at the University of Doha for Science and Technology (UDST). During the conference, the prime minister watched a documentary on innovation and sustainability in Qatar and the most important progress 
and technological developments that contribute to economic, social and environmental development. He also honoured the winners of ITAS Arab Youth Competition 2023. The prime minister also inaugurated the 
conference’s exhibition, which aims to display the latest international technologies used in the field of technology and engineering provided by participating companies and institutions. The conference was attended by 
a number of ministers, senior officials of participating state ministries and authorities, and representatives of local and regional companies. (QNA)

R&D essential to ensure sustainable environment: Minister
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

Qatar believes in the value of 
research and development to 
ensure a sustainable environ-
ment, Minister of Environment 
and Climate Change HE Sheikh 
Dr Faleh bin Nasser bin ahmed 
bin ali al thani has said.

“the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Climate Change en-
courages research and the use 
of technological advances to 
protect the environment,” he 
said, while delivering the open-
ing speech at the International 
Conference on Innovation and 
technological advances for Sus-
tainability (ItaS). the confer-
ence was organised by the Uni-
versity of Doha for Science and 
technology (UDSt), under the 
patronage and in the presence 
of Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin abdulaziz al thani.

“We believe in the value 
of research and development 
for sustaining the environ-
ment.  Our action comes in 
line with Qatar National Strat-
egy for the Environment and 
Climate Change and the Qa-
tar National Plan for Climate 
Change, where technology and 

research are highlighted as 
powerful tools for execution. 
Undoubtedly, innovation pro-
vides solutions that keep Qatar 
environmentally sustainable,” 
the minister added.

the conference was organ-
ised in collaboration with Insti-
tute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers (IEEE), USa.

the opening ceremony was 
also attended by UDSt Board 
of trustees’ Chairman HE Dr 
Mohammed bin Saleh al-Sada; 
Dr Salem al-Naemi, president 
of UDSt;  UDSt Board mem-
bers; senior officials from Qatar 
and abroad; experts in the fields 
of food security, environment, 
energy, economy and digital 
technologies; academics, re-
searchers and students; and rep-
resentatives from government 
authorities and UDSt partners. 
HE Sheikha alya bint ahmed al 
thani, permanent representa-
tive of Qatar to the United Na-
tions; and Haoliang Xu, UN as-
sistant secretary-general, UNDP 
assistant administrator and Di-
rector of Bureau for Policy and 
Programme Support, attended 
the event virtually.

the conference is a premier 
forum for researchers, academ-
ics, students, policymakers, in-

dustry leaders and government 
officials to explore new ideas, 
techniques and tools to imple-
ment the United Nations Sus-
tainable Development Goals 
(UN-SDGs) in our societies and 
to ensure a sustainable future 
for upcoming generations.

On the sidelines of the con-
ference, the prime minister in-
augurated the ItaS exhibition 
highlighting the initiatives and 
projects that UDSt, its partners 
and industry leaders are putting 
in place to advance sustainabil-
ity in Qatar and the World.

ItaS is closely aligned with 
Qatar National Vision 2030 
and seeks to develop a pathway 
to improve sustainable devel-

opment by introducing and 
adopting novel ideas, innovative 
solutions and advanced state-
of-the-art technologies, and to 
come up with opportunities and 
policy recommendations that 
will enhance and achieve the 
goal of a sustainable society.

In his speech, Dr Salem al-
Naemi said: “Qatar has demon-
strated a strong commitment 
to the 2030 agenda for Sus-
tainable Development. this is 
reflected in the Qatar National 
Vision which aims to transform 
the country into an advanced 
society capable of achieving sus-
tainable development by 2030. 
UDSt is proud to be the first na-
tional applied university in the 

country, and we affirm our com-
mitment to sustainability which 
is rooted in our curricula.”

Five internationally re-
nowned academics and research-
ers in the fields of innovation, 
technology and sustainability 
participated in the conference: 
Prof Kamal Youcef-toumi from 
Mechanical Engineering Depart-
ment Massachusetts Institute of 
technology, Cambridge, USa; 
Dr Nazia Mintz Habib research 
Centre Director University of 
Cambridge, UK; Prof Belgacem 
Haba, Vice President of adeia 
Silicon Valley, USa; Prof Mo-
hamed Lachemi, President & 
Vice-Chancellor toronto Met-
ropolitan University, Canada;  
and Prof rehan Sadiq, Prov-
ost and VP academic, UBC 
Okanagan, University of British 
Columbia, Canada.

ItaS covered five tracks, 
including Environment and 
Climate Change, Food Secu-
rity and Sustainability, as well 
as renewable Energy Sources, 
Digital technologies for Sus-
tainable Development and Ca-
pacity Building and Innovative 
Solutions for Sustainable De-
velopment.

the international forum 
aimed to deliver a number of 

key messages to showcase sus-
tainable development accom-
plishments and initiatives taken 
by local and international enti-
ties, explore future challenges 
and opportunities in terms of 
achieving sustainable develop-
ment in various sectors and 
application of information tech-
nology and communication for 
sustainable development. 

It is worth noting that UDSt 
hosted the ItaS arab Youth 
Competition 2023, during the 
research and Innovation Week 
that was held on campus prior 
to the conference. the ItaS 
arab Youth Competition 2023 
aimed to develop sustainable 
and practical solutions for arab 
countries, keeping in line with 
the United Nations 17 sustain-
able development goals (SDGs).

the winners of the competi-
tion were Nayara Vivian Huve 
Musskopf and aishah alsamda-
ni, students from Saudi arabia’s 
King abdullah University of Sci-
ence and technology. abdulrh-
man akram Dabour and roza-
na Saad Sukaik,  students from 
Palestine’s al-azhar University, 
became the runners-up, while 
reem al-Naimi and Noreen El 
ahmad, students from UDSt, 
secured the third position.

Dr Salem Al-Naemi, 
President of UDST

Qatar Calendar lists world-class events across country in March
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

HaVING firmly established its 
sporting legacy, Qatar continues 
to bring world championships 
across a range of sports, with 
equestrian, golf and gymnastics 
events all featuring in the latest 
monthly edition of Qatar Cal-
endar (Qatarcalendar.com). In 
addition, the March calendar 
inspires residents to enjoy the 
cool outdoors with two different 
food-themed festivals, a vibrant 
line-up of performances by re-
nowned artists and many more 
family-friendly activities. 

Longines World Show Jumping 
Champions tours (March 2 – 4)

the prestigious equestrian 
sport circuit brings together the 
best riders in an exciting dis-
play of passion, precision, and 
elegance. For fans of the sport 
across the region, the Longines 

World Show Jumping Champi-
ons tour is an opportunity to wit-
ness elite horse riders compete 
against the spectacular backdrop 
of al Shaqab. 

 Coffee tea and Chocolate 
Festival 2023 (March 2 – 11)

this year, the Coffee, tea 
and Chocolate Festival provides 
a platform for local business and 
entrepreneurs to showcase their 
finest offerings. Enthusiasts and 
foodies alike can indulge in a 
variety of specialty coffee, tea 
blends and delicious desserts at 
al Bidda Park. 

 WaGr, Qatar Open amateur 
Golf Championship (March 2 – 4)

the Qatar Open Golf ama-
teur Championship is considered 
one of the oldest tournaments in 
Qatar, dating back to 1983. Since 
then, the Qatar Golf association 
has established the tournament 
as a prestigious event for golf 

players and enthusiasts across 
Qatar. Currently, the tournament 
acts as a qualifying pre-requisite 
to the Qatar Masters, a flagship 
European tour event. 

PaW Patrol Festival (March 2 – 18)
the first ever PaW Patrol Fes-

tival is headed to Place Vendôme 
for a one-of-a-kind show. Brought 
by EventBox in partnership with 
Qatar tourism and Nickelodeon, 

families can celebrate the globally 
loved PaW Patrol franchise with 
hours of interactive and family-
friendly fun. the festival will offer 
visitors a fully immersive experi-
ence including, stage shows, kids’ 
and family activities, meet and 
greet with the PUPS, photo op-
portunities and more.  

assala Concert (March 2)
Brought to you by Qatar 

Live, arab superstar – assala 
Nasri – is back on stage for a live 
performance at the Longines 
World Show Jumping Champi-
ons tour. the concert is one of 
many electrifying performances 
under the umbrella of Qatar 
Live 2023. this year’s season 
previously included exciting 
productions of Disney Princess 
– the Concert, John Legend, 
and angham. 

Nawal Concert (March 3)
Kuwaiti pop-sensation, 

Nawal El Kuwaitia, is headed 
to the al Shaqab indoor arena 
for her own headlining per-
formance. across the GCC, 
Nawal is known for her blend 
of traditional Gulf music with 
a modern twist, coupled with 
a performance characterised 
by powerful vocals and cap-
tivating melodies. as part of 
Qatar Live 2023, Nawal is one 
of many regional talents in this 
year’s dynamic line up. 

Qumra 2023 (March 10 – 15)
Qumra 2023 is an annual 

talent incubator event, hosted 
by the Doha Film Institute. the 
event is designed to foster a 
collaborative environment and 
bring together established fig-
ures in the film industry with 
emerging filmmakers from the 
region and beyond. With an 
integrated focus on promoting 
Qatar’s homegrown talent, it 
has become one of the sector’s 

most anticipated events with re-
warding masterclasses, screen-
ings and workshops. 

Qatar International Food Fes-
tival (March 11 – 21)

In its twelfth year, QIFF is a 
celebration of the global diversity 
in food and beverage offerings 
that can be found in Qatar. With 
chef appearances, live cooking 
demonstrations and food stalls 
from prominent and up and 
coming businesses, QIFF prom-
ises to be abuzz with activity this 
year at the Plaza, Lusail. 

artistic Gymnastics World 
Cup (March 1 – 4)

the 15th artistic Gymnastics 
World Cup will feature a stun-
ning showcase of skill, endur-
ance, and athleticism with elite 
gymnasts from over 50 countries 
competing. the tournament is 
held over the course of four days 
at the aspire Dome. 

AL SHAQAB

Be ready for a melodious evening 
with the artist Assala at Al 
Shaqab.

Assala Concert

02
MAR

PADELIN, AL-SADD 
STADIUM

Witness an exciting padel 
competition in PadelIn at Al Sadd 
Stadium.

FIP Rise DOHA

15
MAR

-
20 MAR

AL BIDDA 
PARK

You will get to enjoy coffee, tea, 
desserts, chocolates, and other 
beverages.

Coffee Tea & Chocolate 
Festival 2023

02
MAR

-
11 MAR

AL SHAQAB

Nawal Al Kuwaitia will perform a 
special concert at Al Shaqab.

Nawal Concert

03
MAR

AL SHAQAB

Join us for the prestigious season 
curtain-raiser at the magnificent Al 
Shaqab Equestrian Centre.

Longines World Show 
Jumping Champions 
Tours

02
MAR

-
4 MAR

DOHA GOLF 
CLUB

Golf championship 37th edition 
at Doha Gulf Club.

WAGR – Qatar Open 
Amateur Championship 
- 37th edition

02
MAR

-
4 MAR

KATARA CULTURAL 
VILLAGE

Qatar Olympic Beach 
Championship 2023 will be held 
in Katara.

Qatar Olympic Beach 
Championship

19
MAR

-
25 MAR

PLACE VENDÔME 
MALL

Nickelodeon’s PAW Patrol is ready 
for action! Are you ready too?

Paw Patrol Festival

02
MAR

-
18 MAR

LUSAIL 
BOULEVARD

Get ready to fall in love with Qatar 
once again through indulgence in 
food and several other activities.

Qatar International 
Food Festival

11
MAR

-
21 MAR

MUSEUM OF ISLAMIC 
ART

A space for new voices in 
cinema.

Qumra

10
MAR

-
15 MAR

GEEKDOM BUILDING, 
LUSAIL BOULEVARD

Your perfect weekend = 
THE GEEKEND is here!

Geekend

16
MAR

-
18 MAR

ASPIRE 

The tournament will gather the 
best gymnasts of the world for 2 
days of competitions.

15th Artistic 
Gymnastics World Cup

13
MAR

-
17 MAR

 QATAR’S 
 OFFICIAL
 FESTIVALS
 AND EVENTS
CALENDAR

Explore events & 
festivals at the palm of 
your hand

Download the Visit 
Qatar App

Qatar Calendar Qatarcalendar Qatarcalendar.com

DISCOVER WORLD-CLASS EVENTS

M A R C H

2023
E D I T I O N

Qatar Calendar

Events are subject to change. Please check qatarcalendar.com for the latest updates.

HE Sheikh Dr Faleh bin Nasser 
bin Ahmed bin Ali Al Thani

14 Friday, March 3, 2023


