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Qatari stocks returned to 
positive territory this week 
as the Qatar Stock Exchange 
(QSE) index increased by 
149.84 points, or 1.4 percent, 
during the week to close at 
10,621.81 points.

the market capitalisation 
of QSE moved up by 1.3 percent 
to Qr611.3 billion compared 
with Qr603.6 billion at the end 
of the previous trading week. 
Of the 49 traded companies, 31 
ended the week higher, 16 end-
ed lower, and the share prices 
of the two stocks remained 
unchanged. Ezdan Holding 
Group was the best-performing 
stock for the week, going up 
10.7 percent. Meanwhile, Man-
nai Corporation was the worst-
performing stock for the week, 
falling 30 percent.

industries Qatar (iQ), Qa-
tar international islamic Bank 
(QiiB), and Qatar islamic Bank 
(QiB) were the primary con-
tributors to the weekly index 
gain. iQ and QiiB added 29.40 
and 25.22 points to the index, 
respectively. Further, QiB add-
ed another 21.28 points.

the traded value during 
the week went up 10.4 percent 
to Qr2,252.4 million from 
Qr2,040.2 million in the previ-
ous trading week. QNB Group 
was the top-value traded stock 
during the week with a total 
traded value of Qr314.2 mil-
lion.

traded volume gained 2.7 
percent to 654.9 million shares 
compared to 637.5 million 
shares in the previous trading 
week. Masraf al rayan was the 
top volume traded stock dur-
ing the week with a total traded 
volume of 88.5 million shares.

the number of transactions 
edged up 0.2 percent to 67,292 
against 67,175 in the previous 
week.

Foreign institutions re-
mained bullish, closing the 
week with net buying of 
Qr66.9 million against net 
buying of Qr110.4 million in 
the previous week. Foreign re-
tail investors, however, closed 
the week with net selling of 
Qr12.4 million against net 
buying of Qr0.5 million in the 
previous week.

according to an estimate by 
QNB Financial Services (QN-
BFS), global foreign institu-
tions were net buyers of Qatari 
stocks worth $72.7 million as of 
today since the start of the cur-
rent financial year. Qatari insti-
tutions remained bearish with 
net selling of Qr61.8 million 
against net selling of Qr86.7 
million in the week before.

QSE resumes upward trend, 
gains 150 points this week
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GulF Cooperation Council 
(GCC) insurers are reaping 
the benefits of ongoing eco-
nomic growth in the region, 
S&P Global ratings noted in a 
report published on thursday.

according to the report, 
the expansion of infrastruc-
ture investment and medical 
insurance covers will continue 
to spur premiums in 2023, al-
beit at a slower pace than in the 
previous year.

“although premium in-
comes rose, profitability de-
clined in most GCC markets in 
2022,” said S&P Global ratings 
credit analyst Emir Mujkic.

“For 2023, we expect a 
modest uptick in earnings if 
insurers continue to reprice 
underperforming businesses. 
Higher investment returns fol-
lowing an increase in interest 
rates should also support earn-
ings,” said Mujkic.

the combination of strong 
premium growth, relatively 
modest earnings, and ongo-
ing high costs to meet new ac-
counting standards and other 
regulatory demands will likely 
squeeze capital and solvency 
buffers. as markets become 
increasingly fragmented, we 
expect many small and midsize 
insurers will feel these effects 
the most.

“While we expect the rat-
ings on larger, higher-rated 
insurers in our portfolio to re-
main broadly stable, the credit 
strength of many smaller to 
midsize players could weaken, 
leading to further capital rais-
ing and consolidation in the 
sector,” Mujkic added.

“We assume an average 
Brent oil price of $85 for 2023, 
supporting economic growth 
in the region. We, therefore, 
expect that insurers will ben-
efit from favorable economic 
conditions and an expansion of 
infrastructure projects, leading 
to higher gross written premi-
ums (GWP),” the report said.

“average inflation in the 
GCC will likely return to below 
3 percent from over 4 percent 
in 2022. Combined with easing 
pressure on supply chains, this 
should moderate claims costs 
for motor and other property, 
casualty (P/C) lines, in our 
view,” it said.

the report said, “Qatar’s 
compulsory health insurance 
law was expected to take ef-
fect in May 2022, but has been 
delayed several times. under 
the law, all foreign visitors, 
residents, and workers in the 
country will have to hold medi-
cal insurance for the entire du-
ration of their stay, unless they 

are exempt.”
as of February 1 this year, 

the report said, the first phase 
was implemented, requiring 
visitors to purchase a health 
policy at a premium starting 
from Qr 50 ($14).

“in our view, this will not 
be a material contributor to 
premium growth,” it said.

“the larger part of the 
scheme could generate Qr1 
billionQr1.5 billion in ad-
ditional GWP in the coming 
years. We have not incorpo-
rated this in our growth fore-
cast for 2023, since pricing 
and the table of benefits for 
policyholders have not been 

disclosed. When implement-
ed, the sector will likely see a 
spike of new business, lead-
ing to 15-20 percent in addi-
tional premium growth above 
our current base case,” the 
report said.

“We estimate a net com-
bined ratio for the industry 
of about 86 percent in 2022, 
with most listed companies 
returning strong techni-
cal profits. in 2023, we es-
timate a combined ratio of 
90-93 percent as the portion 
of medical business, which 
tends to have lower profit 
margins, expands,” it said.

Most GCC insurance 

markets experienced strong 
growth in 2022, as economies 
continued to recover from the 
COViD-19-related slowdown 
in previous years.

the introduction of new 
medical covers and some infla-
tion-related tariff adjustments 
were among the key growth 
drivers in 2022.

“We expect authorities in 
the region will continue to 
encourage the development 
of the insurance sector by in-
troducing new mandatory cov-
ers and that GCC markets will 
continue to expand at a mod-
erate pace in 2023. However, 
we expect to see a slowdown 
in GWP growth to a more 
sustainable level than that in 
2022,” it said.

the report said, “Many in-
surers in markets like Saudi 
arabia and Kuwait have gen-
erated underwriting losses in 
recent years, with the top three 
largest companies generating 
almost all of the profits.”

“We expect the high com-
petition in most markets to 
ease somewhat in 2023. We 
believe that total net earnings 
could show a modest uptick 
if insurers continue to reprice 
underperforming motor and 
medical accounts. in addition, 
higher interest rates will boost 
investment returns,” it said.

“While insurers in most 
GCC markets will continue to 
achieve net combined ratios 
between 90-95 percent, we ex-
pect underwriting results and 
overall profitability in Saudi 
arabia to improve, but to re-
main relatively weaker com-
pared with other markets,” the 
report said.
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Qatar National Bank (QNB), 
one of the largest financial in-
stitutions in the Middle East 
and africa, announced its Gold 
Sponsorship of the tarsheed 
Carnival 2023 to be organised 
by the Qatar General Electric-
ity and Water Corporation 
(Kahramaa) starting from 
March 7 at Kahramaa aware-
ness Park.

tarsheed is a national 
program that aims to raise 
awareness about conservation 
and energy efficiency. the 
carnival, which will be taking 
place over the course of one 
week, aims to raise awareness 

among the public about sus-
tainable development goals, 
which are in line with the 
global vision as well as the ob-
jectives of Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030.

QNB’s participation comes 
as part of its sustainability-
driven initiatives in Qatar 
and throughout the markets 
in which it operates, which is 
reflected in supporting all pro-
jects and efforts toward build-
ing a more sustainable world.

through capitalising on 
such efforts, the Group is also 
dedicated to bringing forward 
its long-term projects on the 
Sustainability framework.

the carnival includes a 
number of activities that will 

be open to the public as well 
as other entities, to enhance 
the cooperation between Kah-
ramaa and different sectors 
and to spread awareness about 
the conservation of water and 
electricity among the audience.

QNB Group is ranked as 
the most valuable bank brand 
in the Middle East and africa. 

through its subsidiaries 
and associate companies, the 
Group extends to more than 28 
countries across three conti-
nents providing a comprehen-
sive range of advanced prod-
ucts and services. the total 
number of employees is 28,000 
operating through 1000 loca-
tions, with an atM network of 
more than 4,800 machines.

gcc insurers reaping benefits 
of economic growth, says S&p

QnB supports conservation 
of water and electricity in 
cooperation with Kahramaa

Mandatory medical 
scheme to fuel growth 
in Qatar’s insurance 
sector, says report

QNB’s participation in Tarsheed Carnival 2023 comes as part of its sustainability-driven initiatives in Qatar 
and throughout the markets in which it operates.

QFZ chairman for boosting investment ties with Egypt

Minister of State and Qatar Free Zones Authority (QFZ) Chairman HE Ahmad bin Mohammed Al Sayed met 
with the CEO of General Authority for Investment and Free Zones in Egypt Hossam Heiba and Chairman of 
Suez Canal Economic Zone Waleid Gamal Eldien at Ras Bufontas Free Zone. The meeting focused on areas 
of collaboration and coordination on investment attraction between the two sides. The meeting also high-
lighted the investment opportunities and outstanding benefits offered by QFZ and supported by the country’s 
advanced infrastructure to attract companies to invest and establish their businesses in Qatar.
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Elon Musk presented a heady 
vision Wednesday to turbo-
charge Tesla’s growth at an in-
vestor day filled with ambitious 
targets but short on details 
sought by Wall Street.

Reviewing the company’s 
quickly expanding electric ve-
hicle (EV) production, Musk 
and a team of executives prom-
ised more outsized growth 
through streamlined manufac-
turing processes, smart design 
and a relentless focus on costs.

“There is a clear path to a 
fully sustainable Earth with 
abundance,” Musk said early in 
the presentation, at which the 
company set annual produc-
tion of 20 million vehicles as an 
eventual aspiration.

But shares fell through-
out the event as Musk and his 
team avoided specifics on what 
the next generation of vehicles 
would look like, or when they 
might be ready.

“long on aspiration, short 
on detail,” Gary Black of the in-
vestment advisor organization 
Future Fund said on Twitter. 
“lot of discussion on produc-
tion and engineering but didn’t 
address demand side how to 
get from 1.8M (deliveries) this 
year to 20M (delivery) target 
by 2030.” The only major new 
announcement of note was 
Musk’s confirmation of plans 
to build a new electric car fac-
tory the northern Mexican city 
of Monterrey.

“We’re excited to announce 
that we’re going to be building 
a new Giga Factory in Mexico,” 
Musk said.

“It’s simply about expand-
ing our total global output,” 
said Musk, who emphasized 
expansion plans for already-
built factories such as Califor-
nia and Shanghai.

lars Moravy, vice presi-
dent for engineering at Tesla, 
said the Mexico factory would 
produce “next generation” ve-
hicles in “the next couple of 
years,” but also did not provide 

any further clues about specific 
plans.

Mexican officials had an-
nounced the plant earlier 
Wednesday, describing an ap-
proximately $5 billion new 
factory in a venture touted by 
Mexican President Andres Ma-
nuel lopez obrador.

Heading into the event, 
Musk had called Wednesday’s 
gathering part of a “path to a 
fully sustainable energy fu-
ture for Earth.” After years of 
losses, Tesla has hit its stride in 
terms of financial performance, 
scoring an impressive string 
of earnings records as it has 

added factories and ramped up 
production.

The company has also acted 
as a major catalyst for a revo-
lution in transportation, with 
much of the automobile sec-
tor’s innovation efforts moving 
away from the internal com-
bustion engine and towards 
EVs. Even with that success, 
Musk has fallen short on some 
of his outsized goals.

The company’s lowest-price 
vehicle, the Model 3, begins at 
$43,000 in the United States 
-- too pricey for many consum-
ers for a vehicle that had been 
pitched as aimed at the mass 

market. Musk has also missed 
his own deadlines for a fully 
autonomous vehicle, with Te-
sla driver-assistance technol-
ogy spurring U.S. regulatory 
probes.

Analysts had hoped the 
mercurial billionaire would 
elaborate on the roadmap to a 
new vehicle, or perhaps unveil 
a design for a vehicle in the 
$25,000 price range.

While executives outlined 
fundamental changes envi-
sioned to streamline manu-
facturing, Musk said he would 
be reluctant to retrofit current 
plants to incorporate improve-

ments, not wanting to suspend 
output.

“Demand for our vehicles 
might as well be infinite,” he 
said. “The issue is affordabil-
ity.” Asked late in the question 
and answer session about tim-
ing and design for new vehicles, 
Musk cut off an questioner.

“We will have to decline 
to answer,” he said, turning to 
another analyst. “We will have 
a proper product event but we 
would be jumping the gun if we 
were to answer your question.” 
Shares of Tesla fell 5.6 per-
cent to $191.40 in after-hours  
trading.

Musk eyes ambitious growth at  
Tesla, offers no big new reveals

Shares fell after Tesla CEO Elon Musk’s presentation promised plenty of growth but offered no new vehicle designs.

India-UK FTA can deliver 
practical biz benefits in 
both countries: Cleverly

Agencies

InDIA-UK Free Trade Agreement 
can deliver practical benefits for 
businesses in both countries: Clev-
erly UK Foreign Secretary James 
Cleverly on Wednesday said that 
the India-UK Free Trade Agree-
ment can and must deliver prac-
tical, real-world benefits for busi-
nesses in both countries and that 
this will give a strong message to 
the world that the two countries 
are committed to building closer 
partnerships.

“FTA can and must deliver 
practical, real-world benefits for 
businesses in both of our coun-
tries. It will also send a strong sig-
nal to the whole world that our two 
great countries are committed to 
building even closer partnerships 
with each other,” Cleverly said.

Cleverly was addressing the 
gathering at the Confederation 
of Indian Industry’s (CII) Special 
Plenary Session of India Europe 
Business and Sustainability Con-
clave in new Delhi on Wednesday.

Union Minister Piyush Goyal 
also attended the session.

Cleverly during his address 
said that UK and India, the 6th 
and 5th largest economies in the 
world respectively, must work 

closely together to contribute to 
the world’s economic security 
and prosperity.

“Today, we’re living through a 
period of geopolitical competition. 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine sent 
shockwaves through global econo-
my and across the world and we’re 
seeing the ripple effect of that in 
food prices, energy prices, global 
insecurity,” the UK Foreign Secre-
tary said during the session.

He further added: “I am also 
going to echo the wise words of 
Prime Minister Modi who was right 
when he said to Putin, “today’s era 
is not an era of war.” Vladimir Pu-
tin must listen to those words and 

heed those words. Sadly, he is not 
doing so yet.” He said that in times 
of social and economic turbulence, 
trusted partners need to work even 
closely together.

Piyush Goyal while address-
ing the session said that developed 
and developing countries must 
have different goals and time-
lines while being sensitive to each 
other’s needs, potential goals and 
roadmap towards sustainability.

Goyal highlighted that India 
has been one of the top 5 perform-
ers when it comes to benchmark-
ing our work and meeting the na-
tionally Determined Contributions 
(nDCs).

‘Technology, finance and sus-
tainable lifestyles are going to play 
an important role in ensuring sus-
tainable growth’, he opined.

Goyal urged world leaders to 
recognize that everyone must con-
tribute their fair share in improv-
ing energy efficiency, reducing 
waste, boosting the circular econ-
omy and in achieving green goals 
by transitioning and helping other 
nations transition to green growth 
to make the world a better place to 
live in. “India’s partnership with 
the UK and the EU is significant in 
the global effort to make the planet 
safer and greener,” he said.

TikTok sets new default 
time limits for minors

Agencies

TIKToK said Wednesday that every ac-
count held by a user under the age of 
18 will have a default 60-minute daily 
screen time limit in the coming weeks. 
The changes arrive during a period 
in which there are growing concerns 
among different governments about 
the app’s security.

Families have struggled with limit-
ing the amount of time their children 
spend on the Chinese-owned video 
sharing app.

Cormac Keenan, head of trust and 
safety at TikTok said in a blog post 
Wednesday that when the 60-minute 
limit is reached, minors will be prompt-
ed to enter a passcode receive a pass-
code and make an “active decision” to 
keep watching. For accounts where the 
user is under the age of 13, a parent or 
guardian will have to set or enter an 
existing passcode to allow 30 minutes 
of extra viewing time once the initial 
60-minute limit is reached.

TikTok said it came up with the 
60-minute threshold by consulting aca-
demic research and experts from the 
Digital Wellness lab at Boston Chil-
dren’s Hospital.

Social media executives, including 
those from TikTok, have been called 
before Congress to explain how they are 
preventing harm for young users.

TikTok also said Wednesday that it 

will also begin prompting teens to set 
a daily screen time limit if they opt out 
of the 60-minute default. The company 
will send weekly inbox notifications to 
teen accounts with a screen time recap.

Some of TikTok’s existing safety 
features for teen accounts include hav-
ing accounts set to private by default for 
those between the ages of 13 and 15 and 
providing direct messaging availability 
only to those accounts where the user 
is 16 or older.

TikTok announced a number of 
changes for all users, including the abil-
ity to set customized screen time limits 
for each day of the week and allowing 
users to set a schedule to mute notifi-
cations. The company is also launching 
a sleep reminder to help people plan 
when they want to be offline at night. 
For the sleep feature, users will be able 
to set a time and when the time arrives, 
a pop-up will remind the user that it’s 
time to log off.

outside of exorbitant use by some 
minors, there are growing concern 
about the app around the world. The 
European Parliament, the European 
Commission and the EU Council have 
banned TikTok from being installed on 
official devices.

That follows similar actions taken 
by the U.S. federal government, Con-
gress and more than half of the 50 U.S. 
states. Canada has also banned it from 
government devices.

UK Foreign Secretary James Cleverly

Adani group gets $1.87 bn investment from US firm
Agencies

US boutique investment firm GQG 
Partners has bought shares worth 
$1.87 billion in four Adani group 
companies, marking the first major 
investment in the Indian conglom-
erate since a short-seller’s critical 
report sparked a stock rout.

Seven listed Adani companies 
have lost some $135 billion in mar-
ket value since Jan. 24, when Hin-

denburg Research accused it of im-
proper use of offshore tax havens 
and stock manipulation —allega-
tions the billionaire Gautam Adani-
led group has denied but which led 
it to call off a $2.5 billion share sale.

The investment also comes on 
a day when India’s top court asked 
market regulator SEBI to investigate 
the group for any lapses related to 
public shareholding norms or regu-
latory disclosures.

The group has been trying reas-
sure investors with road shows and 
calls with bond holders. According 
to sources, Adani has told creditors 
it has secured a $3 billion loan from 
a sovereign wealth fund.

US-based, Australia-listed GQG 
has, through block deals, bought 
shares worth 154.46 billion rupees 
in four Adani group companies, in-
cluding the conglomerate’s flagship 
firm Adani Enterprises.

Manufacturing 
activity surges 
in Feb in China

Agencies

CHInA’S manufacturing activ-
ity surged to its highest reading 
in more than a decade in Feb-
ruary, official figures showed 
Wednesday, as factories began 
to return to normal following 
years of CoVID-19 disruption.

The world’s second-largest 
economy is stirring back to life 
after Beijing’s decision in De-
cember to abruptly drop its 
strict health measures, which 
mandated strict lockdowns, 
travel restrictions and mass 
testing.

February’s figures reflected 
the subsiding of case numbers 
after a surge that began in De-
cember, coupled with the return 
to work after the lunar new 
Year holiday.

The official manufacturing 
purchasing managers’ index 
(PMI) -- a key gauge of Chinese 
factory output -- stood at 52.6 in 
February, compared with 50.1 
a month earlier, the national 
Bureau of Statistics (nBS) an-
nounced. The reading, the high-
est since 2012, surpassed expec-
tations, with analysts surveyed 
by Bloomberg having predicted 
a much less marked increase to 
50.6.

“With the effect of the holi-
days... and the repercussions of 
the epidemic fading away, the 
recovery of production by man-
ufacturing companies acceler-
ated and demand continued to 
rise,” said nBS statistician Zhao 
Qinghe. “The strong PMI con-
firms the economic recovery is 
on track,” Zhiwei Zhang from 
Pinpoint Asset Management 
wrote in a note, adding he ex-
pected to see macro data fur-
ther improve over the next few 
months.
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S
peed around a French 
village in the video game 
“Gran Turismo” and you 
might spot a Corvette be-
hind you trying to catch 

your slipstream.
The technique of using the 

draft of an opponent’s racecar 
to speed up and overtake them 
is one favored by skilled players 
of playStation’s realistic racing 
game.

But this Corvette driver is 
not being controlled by a hu-
man - it’s GT Sophy, a power-
ful artificial intelligence agent 
built by playStation-maker 
Sony.

Gran Turismo players 
have been competing against 
computer-generated racecars 
since the franchise launched 
in the 1990s, but the new AI 
driver that was unleashed last 
week on Gran Turismo 7 is 
smarter and faster because it’s 
been trained using the latest AI 
methods.

“Gran Turismo had a built-
in AI existing from the begin-
ning of the game, but it has a 
very narrow band of perfor-
mance and it isn’t very good,” 
said Michael Spranger, chief 
operating officer of Sony AI. 
“It’s very predictable. Once 
you get past a certain level, it 
doesn’t really entice you any-
more.” But now, he said, “this 
AI is going to put up a fight.” 
Visit an artificial intelligence 
laboratory at universities and 
companies like Sony, Google, 
Meta, Microsoft and ChatGpT-
maker OpenAI and it’s not 
unusual to find AI agents like 
Sophy racing cars, slinging an-
gry birds at pigs, fighting epic 
interstellar battles or helping 
human gamers build new Mi-
necraft worlds -- all part of the 
job description for computer 
systems trying to learn how to 
get smarter in games.

But in some instances, they 

are also trying to learn how to 
get smarter in the real world. 
In a January paper, a Univer-
sity of Cambridge researcher 
who built an AI agent to control 
pokémon characters argued it 
could “inspire all sorts of appli-
cations that require team man-
agement under conditions of 
extreme uncertainty, including 
managing a team of doctors, 
robots or employees in an ever-
changing environment, like a 
pandemic-stricken region or 
a war zone.” And while that 
might sound like a kid making 
a case for playing three more 
hours of pokemon Violet, the 
study of games has been used 
to advance AI research - and 
train computers to solve com-
plex problems - since the mid-
20th century.

Initially, AI was used on 
games like checkers and chess 
to test at winning strategy 
games. Now a new branch of 
research is more focused on 
performing open-ended tasks 
in complex worlds and inter-
acting with humans, not just 
for the purpose of beating 
them.

“Reality is like a super-
complicated game,” said Nich-
olas Sarantinos, who authored 
the pokémon paper and recent-
ly turned down a doctoral offer 
at Oxford University to start an 
AI company aiming to help cor-
porate workplaces set up more 
collaborative teams.

In the web-based pokémon 
Showdown battle simulator, 
Sarantinos developed an algo-
rithm to analyze a team of six 
pokemon - predicting how they 
would perform based on all the 
possible battle scenarios ahead 
of them and their comparative 
strengths and weaknesses.

Microsoft, which owns the 
popular Minecraft game fran-
chise as well as the Xbox game 
system, has tasked AI agents 

with a variety of activities - 
from steering clear of lava to 
chopping trees and making fur-
naces. Researchers hope some 
of their learnings could even-
tually play a role in real-world 
technology, such as how to get 
a home robot to take on certain 
chores without having to pro-
gram it to do so.

While it “goes without stat-
ing” that real humans behave 
quite differently from fictional 
video game creatures, “the core 
ideas can still be used,” Saran-
tinos said. “If you use psychol-
ogy tests, you can take this in-
formation to conclude how well 
they can work together.” Amy 
Hoover, an assistant profes-
sor of informatics at the New 
Jersey Institute of Technology 
who’s built algorithms for the 
digital card game Hearthstone, 
said “there really is a reason for 
studying games” but it is not al-
ways easy to explain.

“people aren’t always un-
derstanding that the point is 
about the optimization method 
rather than the game,” she said.

Games also offer a use-
ful testbed for AI - including 
for some real-world applica-
tions in robotics or health care 
- that’s safer to try in a virtual 
world, said Vanessa Volz, an AI 
researcher at the danish start-
up Modl.ai, which builds AI 
systems for game development.

But, she adds, “it can get 
overhyped.” “It’s probably 
not going to be one big break-
through and that everything is 
going to be shifted to the real 
world,” Volz said.

Japanese electronics gi-
ant Sony launched its own AI 
research division in 2020 with 
entertainment in mind, but it’s 
nonetheless attracted broader 
academic attention. Its re-
search paper introducing Sophy 
last year made it on the cover of 
the prestigious science journal 

Nature, which said it could po-
tentially have effects on other 
applications such as drones and 
self-driving vehicles.

The technology behind So-
phy is based on an algorithmic 
method known as reinforce-
ment learning, which trains the 
system by rewarding it when 
it gets something right as it 
runs virtual races thousands of 
times.

“The reward is going to tell 
you that, ‘You’re making pro-
gress. This is good,’ or, ‘You’re 
off the track. Well, that’s not 
good,’” Spranger said.

The world’s best Gran Tu-
rismo players are still finishing 
ahead of Sophy at tournaments, 
but average players will find it 
hard to beat - and can adjust 
difficulty settings depending on 
how much they want to be chal-
lenged.

playStation players will 
only get to try racing against 
Sophy on a limited number of 
circuits, so it can get some feed-
back and go back into testing. 
peter Wurman, director of Sony 
AI America and project lead on 
GT Sophy, said it takes about 
two weeks for AI agents to train 
on 20 playStations.

“To get it spread throughout 
the whole game, it takes some 
more breakthroughs and some 
more time before we’re ready 
for that,” he said.

And to get it onto real 
streets or Formula One tracks? 
That could take a lot longer.

Self-driving car companies 
adopt similar machine-learn-
ing techniques, but “they don’t 
hand over complete control of 
the car the way we are able to,” 
Wurman said. “In a simulated 
world, there’s nobody’s life 
at risk. You know exactly the 
kinds of things you’re going to 
see in the environment. There’s 
no people crossing the road or 
anything like that.”

Grand Turismo players have been competing against computer-driven race cars since 1990s, but the 
new AI driver that was unleashed last week on Grand Turismo 7 is smarter and faster

AI learns to outsmart 
humans in video 

games, and real life

This image released by Sony Interactive Entertainment shows a scene from the video game Gran Turismo Sophy. 

Father of cell phone 
sees dark side but 
also hope in new tech

Agencies

HOldING the bulky brick 
cell phone he’s credited 
with inventing 50 years ago, 
Martin Cooper thinks about 
the future.

little did he know when 
he made the first call on a 
New York City street from 
a thick gray prototype that 
our world — and our in-
formation — would come 
to be encapsulated on a 
sleek glass sheath where we 
search, connect, like and 
buy.

He’s optimistic that 
future advances in mobile 
technology can transform 
human lives but is also 
worried about risks smart-
phones pose to privacy and 
young people.

“My most negative 
opinion is we don’t have any 
privacy anymore because 
everything about us is now 
recorded someplace and 
accessible to somebody who 
has enough intense desire 
to get it,” the 94-year-old 
said at MWC, or Mobile 
World Congress, the world’s 
biggest wireless trade show 
where he was getting a 
lifetime award this week in 
Barcelona.

Besides worrying about 
the erosion of privacy, 
Cooper also acknowledged 
the negative side effects that 
come with smartphones and 
social media, such as inter-
net addiction and making it 
easy for children to access 
harmful content.

But Cooper, describing 
himself as a dreamer and an 
optimist, said he’s hopeful 
that advances in cell phone 
technology have the poten-
tial to revolutionize areas 
like education and health 
care.

“Between the cell phone 
and medical technology and 
the internet, we are going to 
conquer disease,” he said.

It’s a long way from 
where he started.

Cooper made the first 
public call from a handheld 
portable telephone on a 
Manhattan street on April 
3, 1973, using a prototype 
device that his team at Mo-
torola had started designing 
only five months earlier.

Cooper used the dyna-
TAC phone to famously call 
his rival at Bell labs, owned 
by AT&T. 

It was, literally, the 
world’s first brick phone, 
weighing 2.5 pounds and 
measuring 11 inches. Cooper 
spent the best part of the 
next decade working to 
bring a commercial version 
of the device to market.

The call help kick-start 
the cell phone revolution, 
but looking back on that 
moment 50 years later, “we 
had no way of knowing this 
was the historic moment,” 
Cooper said.

“The only thing that I 
was worried about: ‘Is this 
thing going to work?’ And it 
did,” he said Monday.

While blazing a trial for 

the wireless communica-
tions industry, he hoped 
that cell phone technology 
was just getting started.

Cooper said he’s “not 
crazy” about the shape 
of modern smartphones, 
blocks of plastic, metal and 
glass. He thinks phones will 
evolve so that they will be 
“distributed on your body,” 
perhaps as sensors “measur-
ing your health at all times.” 
Batteries could even be 
replaced by human energy.

“The human body is 
the charging station, right? 
You ingest food, you cre-
ate energy. Why not have 
this receiver for your ear 
embedded under your skin, 
powered by your body?” he 
imagined.

Cooper also acknowl-
edged there’s a dark side 
to advances — the risk to 
privacy and to children.

Regulators in europe, 
where there are strict data 
privacy rules, and elsewhere 
are concerned about apps 
and digital ads that track 
user activity, allowing tech 
and digital ad companies 

to build up rich profiles of 
users.

“It’s going to get re-
solved, but not easily,” 
Cooper said. “There are 
people now that can justify 
measuring where you are, 
where you’re making your 
phone calls, who you’re call-
ing, what you access on the 
internet.” 

Smartphone use by 
children is another area that 
needs limits, Cooper said. 
One idea is to have “vari-
ous internets curated for 
different audiences.” Five-
year-olds should be able 
to use the internet to help 
them learn, but “we don’t 
want them to have access to 
pornography and to things 
that they don’t understand,” 
he said.

The inspiration for 
Cooper’s cell phone idea was 
not the personal communi-
cators on “Star Trek,” but 
comic strip detective dick 
Tracy’s radio wristwatch. 
As for his own phone use, 
Cooper says he checks email 
and does online searches for 
information to settle dinner 
table arguments.

However, “there are 
many things that I have not 
yet learned,” he said. “I still 
don’t know what TikTok is.”

Marty Cooper, the inventor of first commercial mobile phone, 
poses for the press with a Motorola DynaTAC 8000x at the Mobile 
World Congress 2023 in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Feb. 27, 2023. 
The four-day show kicks off Monday in a vast Barcelona confer-
ence center. It’s the world’s biggest and most influential meeting 
for the mobile tech industry.

I-addiction
● Besides worrying about 
the erosion of privacy, 
Martin Cooper, credited 
with inventing the cell 
phone, also acknowl-
edged the negative side 
effects that come with 
smartphones and social 
media, such as internet 
addiction and making it 
easy for children to 
access harmful content.
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