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Qatar key partner to meet needs of 
least developed countries: Official
SeCretary-generaL of the Ministry of 
Foreign affairs He Dr ahmed bin Hassan 
al Hammadi has said that Qatar has 
become a focal point for international 
cooperation and multilateral action. it has 
proved its role as a key partner in efforts 
to respond to the needs and priorities of 
least developed countries, and it contin-
ues to play an important role in various 
fields that serve these countries.

in his speech on the occasion of the 
event of raising the United nations flag 
at the Qatar national Convention Cen-

tre on thursday, in preparation for the 
launch of the Fifth United nations Confer-
ence on the Least Developed Countries, 
al Hammadi said, “We welcome you to 
the city of Doha, and we are honored by 
your presence with us in the flag raising 
official ceremony, which is very much wel-
comed and appreciated. He pointed out 
that Qatar is proud to host the confer-
ence, which will begin on Sunday, stat-
ing that the conference is an important 
historical event that is held only once 
every ten years. (QNA) 

QNA
DOHa

HiS Highness the amir of State of Qa-
tar Sheikh tamim bin Hamad al thani 
issued amiri Decision no 19 of 2023 
appointing tamy ahmed ali al Boutamy 
al Binali as CeO of Qatar Financial 
Markets authority (QFMa). the deci-
sion is effective starting from the date 
of issue and is to be published in the 
Official gazette.

Amir issues decision  
appointing QFMA CEO

QNA
DOHa

tHe Qatar Central Bank (QCB) an-
nounced that Sunday will be a holiday 
for all financial institutions in the  
state.  QCB’s official account on twit-
ter said that March 5 will be an official 
holiday for all financial institutions, 
pursuant to Cabinet decision no 33 of 
2009 that declares the first Sunday in 
March as an official holiday for all bank 
institutions.

Sunday holiday for all 
financial institutions

QNA
DOHa

Prime minister and minister of in-
terior He Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa 
bin Abdulaziz Al Thani on Thursday 
attended the first edition of the in-
ternational Conference on innova-
tion and Technological Advances for 
Sustainability (iTAS) at Dukhan Hall 
of the University of Doha for Science 
and Technology.

During the conference, the Pm 
watched a documentary on innova-
tion and sustainability in Qatar and 
the most important progress and 
technological development that con-

tributes to economic, social, and en-
vironmental development. 

The Pm honoured the winners of 
iTAS Arab Youth Competition 2023. 

The Pm also inaugurated  an exhi-
bition, which aims to display the latest 
technologies provided by participating 
companies and institutions.

Held in collaboration with insti-
tute of electrical and electronics en-
gineers (ieee), USA, the conference 
is a premier forum for researchers, 
academics, students, policymakers, 
industry leaders and government 
officials to explore new ideas, tech-
niques and tools to implement the 
United Nations Sustainable Develop-

ment Goals (UN-SDGs)  and to en-
sure a sustainable future for upcom-
ing generations.

iTAS is closely aligned with Qatar 
National Vision 2030 and seeks to 
develop a pathway to improve sus-
tainable development by introducing 
and adopting novel ideas, innovative 
solutions, and advanced state-of-the-
art technologies, and to come up with 
opportunities and policy recommen-
dations that will enhance and achieve 
the goal of a sustainable society.

in his opening speech, minister 
of environment and Climate Change 
He Sheikh Dr Faleh bin Nasser Al 
Thani said, “The ministry of envi-

ronment and Climate Change en-
courages research and the use of 
technological advances to protect 
the environment. We believe in the 
value of research and development 
for sustaining the environment. Our 
action comes in line with Qatar Na-
tional Strategy for the environment 
and Climate Change and the Qatar 
National Plan for Climate Change, 
where technology and research are 
highlighted as powerful tools for ex-
ecution. Undoubtedly, innovation 
provides solutions that keep Qatar 
environmentally sustainable.” 

PM attends international  
conference on iTaS

 Prime minister honours winners of itAs ArAb Youth ComPetition 2023

UN conference on LDC5 a 
chance to implement Doha 

Program of Action: Al Khater
QNA

geneva

QATAr has expressed its hope that 
the UN Conference on Least Devel-
oped Countries (LDC5), which will be 
held in Doha from march 5 to 9, will 
provide an opportunity to discuss and 
build effective plans and partnerships 
to implement the Doha Program of 
Action for LDCs for the Decade (2022-
2031).

At the same time, Qatar has ex-
pressed regret over the incident of 
burning the Holy Quran, which the 
world witnessed again, and the hate 
speech that provoked the feelings of 
more than two billion muslims in the 
world.

This came in the speech of Assis-
tant Foreign minister He Lolwah bint 
rashid Al Khater before the fifty-sec-
ond session of the United Nations Hu-
man rights Council in Geneva.

She stressed that attention is fo-
cused on Doha, which is hosting the 
Fifth United Nations Conference of the 
Least Developed Countries, noting the 
size of the exceptional challenges faced 
by these countries.

This was particularly so in the 
wake of the spread of the COViD-19 
pandemic, which has cast a heavy 
shadow on international efforts re-
lated to achieving development in all 
countries, and in the least developed 
countries in particular.

in her speech, Al Khater also of-
fered her sincere condolences to the 
two brotherly peoples in Turkey and 
Syria for the loss of many lives and 
properties due to the earthquakes that 
struck the two countries recently.

She indicated that the Human 
rights Council is convening in light 
of international repercussions and 
circumstances that greatly affect the 
human rights of millions of people. 
She noted the successful organization 
of Qatar of an exceptional  World Cup 
at all levels, and for the first time in 
the Arab world and the middle east, 
which contributed to providing an im-
portant space for human and civilized 
communication. She said that Qatar  
World Cup brought together people of 
different races, and nationalities, and 
carried a message to mankind calling 
for sports competitions to be a means 
of promoting brotherhood and com-
munication between different cultures 
and civilizations.

Qatar, UN sign pact for  
establishing UN House

Qatar, represented by the Ministry of Foreign affairs, and the United na-
tions, represented by the general Secretariat and its subsidiary organs, 
signed on thursday an agreement on the administrative arrangements 
for the establishment of the Un House in Qatar, which would regulate the 
administrative issues of the Un House so that Un offices could start their 
work at the headquarters. Permanent representative of the State of Qatar 
to the Un He Sheikha alya ahmed bin Saif al thani signed the agreement 
on the part of Qatar, while the Un was represented by representatives of 
the general Secretariat and offices and subsidiary organs. (QNA) 

Assistant Foreign Minister He Lolwah bint 
Rashid Al Khater gives a speech before 
the fifty-second session of the United na-
tions Human Rights Council in Geneva.

QNA
DOHa

the admissions Department at Qatar 
University has announced that the online 
application for conditional and early admis-
sion for the Fall semester 2023 will begin 
from March 5 and will continue until March 
15 for Qatari applicants, children of Qatari 
women, Qatari document holders, and 
wives of Qatari citizens who have achieved 
the required results.  it said students ad-
mitted to the conditional and early admis-
sion system will be granted,  “according to 
specific conditions and criteria”, several 
advantages, represented by their admis-
sion to the first choice of their college, 
early registration for courses for the Fall 
semester 2023, and a 50 percent reduc-
tion in placement test fees. 

Online application for 
conditional and early  
admission for Fall 2023  
to begin on March 5: QU

He Dr Ahmed bin Hassan Al  
Hammadi.

More on page 14 
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Culture minister honours sponsors 
of QND activities in Darb Al Saai

QNA 
Doha

Minister of Culture and 
Chairman of the Organising 
Committee for the Qatar na-
tional Day (QnD) celebrations 
He sheikh Abdulrahman bin 
Hamad Al thani honoured the 
sponsors of the QnD activities 
in Darb Al saai 2022 on thurs-
day. 

the activities of the Qatar 
national Day were held under 
the slogan ‘Our Unity is the 
source of Our strength’ from 
november 25 to December 18, 
2022.

the minister appreciated 
the efforts of the sponsors 
which contributed to the suc-
cess of the national Day activi-
ties in Darb Al saai 2022 as this 
national occasion represents a 
great opportunity to highlight 
the country’s authentic herit-
age, the national identity and 
its rich culture to the whole 
world, and to explore an im-
portant aspect of the nation’s 
history.

During the ceremony, the 
Minister of Culture honoured 
representatives of the spon-
sors: the social and sport Con-

tribution Fund, Qatar national 
Bank, Qatarenergy, Qatar 
Media Corporation and Barwa 
real estate Group, Qatar is-
lamic Bank and Qatar Airways.

He also honoured the spon-
sors in the ‘Al sib’ category, 
namely: Masraf Al rayan, Ab-
dullah Abdulghani & Brothers 
Company, Al Hazm Projects, 

Doha Bank, Vodafone Qatar, 
saleh Al Hamad Al Mana Com-
pany, Qatar Gas Company, 
Qatar Fuel Company, Qatar 
Development Bank, United De-
velopment Company, and Dol-
phin energy Limited.

the national Day activi-
ties coincided with Qatar’s or-
ganisation of the FiFA World 

Cup Qatar 2022 and were held 
at Darb Al saai in Umm salal 
region. About 4,500 heritage, 
cultural, artistic, sports and 
entertainment activities were 
held over the course of 24 days, 
in the presence of a large num-
ber of citizens, residents and 
World Cup fans of different na-
tionalities.

PM MEETS SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE COUNTERPART ATTIYAH MEETS PAKISTANI CHIEF OF AIR STAFF

Qatar believes in the right 
to education, says Khater

sHe pointed out that Qatar do-
nated 10,000 mobile housing 
units fully equipped for living, 
which were used in the FiFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, to tur-
key and syria to shelter those af-
fected by earthquakes and those 
who lost their homes, explain-
ing that this comes within the 
framework of the state’s belief 
in the developmental and hu-
manitarian role of sport.

Khater said that Qatar be-
lieves in the right to educa-
tion since the issuance of the 
Universal Declaration of Hu-
man rights in 1948, as it is at 
the forefront of countries that 
provided international devel-
opment assistance in the edu-
cation sector in a number of 
countries, including Afghani-
stan, and providing opportuni-
ties for both men and women.

she noted that Qatar organ-
ised, in cooperation with indo-
nesia, a conference on Afghan 
women in Bali last year, with 
the participation of more than 
forty countries, in addition to 
a large number of educational 
organizations and institutions, 
the private sector and person-
alities, such as the United na-
tions, the european Union and 
the Organization of islamic Co-
operation, all of these parties 
have agreed that education is 
a human right but rather a re-
ligious duty that should not be 
compromised under any pre-
text.

she expressed regret that 
the world is witnessing once 
again, at a time when it is going 
through grave challenges that 
require solidarity and encour-
agement of harmony between 
cultures, civilisations and fol-
lowers of different religions, an 
incident that expresses disgust-
ing intolerance, represented in 
the burning of the Holy Quran.

Khater said that this hate 
speech provokes the feelings of 
more than two billion Muslims 
in the world, and it cannot and 
should not be allowed to have 
a place in our world today. Her 
excellency stressed that every-
one must stand firmly against 
these destructive ideas and 
practices that spread intoler-
ance and discrimination against 
islam and Muslims, and fuel 

feelings of hostility and violence 
against them, which threatens 
their full enjoyment of their 
rights and fundamental free-
doms.

she also strongly con-
demned the continuation of the 
crimes, grave violations and at-
tacks by the israeli occupation 
against the Palestinian people, 
the killing of civilians, and the 
deliberate targeting of vital civil-
ian facilities, and the continued 
storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque 
by extremist settlers under the 
protection of the israeli occupa-
tion authorities, illegal settle-
ment policies and discrimina-
tory and racist practices, as well 
as demolitions and confiscation 
of Palestinian property, and the 
unjust siege imposed on Gaza 
strip.

Khater said that the inter-
national community must stand 
up to the arrogance of the israeli 
occupation and its belief that it 
is above the law and cannot be 
held accountable. Her excellen-
cy also welcomed the recent re-
ceipt by the international Court 
of Justice of an official request 
from the United nations Gener-
al Assembly, regarding the issu-
ance of an advisory opinion on 
the legal implications resulting 
from the continued israeli occu-
pation’s violation of the right of 
the Palestinian people.

she stressed the importance 
of this request, calling on all 
countries that believe in and 
are committed to international 
law to support it and prevent 
attempts to undermine it, work 
to end the israeli occupation, 
achieve justice and fairness for 
the Palestinian people, and en-
sure that all those responsible 
for violations and crimes com-
mitted against them are held 
accountable and brought to jus-
tice.

she  pointed out that the 
syrian people have been suf-
fering for 12 years from crimes, 
and gross violations of interna-
tional human rights law, from 
human suffering beyond de-
scription and endurance, from 
great destruction, displacement 
and serious health, economic 
and social crises, and then the 
catastrophe of the recent earth-
quake came to place the inter-
national community before its 
legal and moral responsibility.

Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior HE 
Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa 
bin Abdulaziz Al Thani met 
with Prime Minister of Sao 
Tome and Principe Patrice 
Emery Trovoada and his 
accompanying delega-
tion in Doha on Thursday. 
During the meeting, 
they discussed relations 
between the two countries 
and the means to enhance 
them in various fields, in 
addition to a number of 
topics of common inter-
est. The prime minister 
held a luncheon banquet 
in honour of the Sao Tome 
and Principe prime minis-
ter and his accompanying 
delegation. (QNA)

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence Affairs HE Dr Khalid bin Mohamed Al Attiyah met 
with Chief of Air Staff of the Pakistan Air Force Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu and his ac-
companying delegation in Doha on Thursday. During the meeting, they discussed issues of common concern 
and reviewed cooperation between the two sides and the ways to enhance them. The meeting was attended 
by Commander of the Amiri Air Force HE Brigadier-General (Pilot) Jassim bin Mohammed Al Mannai. (QNA)

Ministry organises second Qatar Diabetes and Obesity Research Symposium
tribuNe News Network

Doha

tHe Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH), in collaboration with 
Qatar Metabolic institute (QMi) 
and Hamad Medical Corpo-
ration (HMC), organised and 
sponsored the second Qatar 
Diabetes and Obesity research 
symposium at the sheraton 
Grand Doha resort & Conven-
tion Hotel, on March 2. the 
symposium was run in parallel 
with the annual Qatar Diabetes, 
endocrinology and Metabolic 
Conference 7 (QDeM-7).

the symposium brought to-
gether diverse research topics 
with clinical impact. speakers 
included renowned researchers 
from Qatar and international 
research leaders. the sympo-
sium was enthusiastically at-
tended by more than 500 at-
tendees. 

in his opening speech, 
sheikh Dr Mohammed bin 
Hamad Al thani, director of 
the Public Health Department 
at the MoPH, noted: “the 
Ministry of Public Health is 
committed to driving change 
for future generations by con-

necting the dots between obe-
sity and diabetes. While the 
exact causes of diabetes are 
still not fully understood, obe-
sity is believed to account for 
60-70% of the risk of develop-
ing type 2 diabetes. 

“Preventing obesity by 

keeping weight under con-
trol, exercising more, eating 
healthy diet may be the key to 
preventing diabetes. On the 
other hand, insulin resistance 
prevents glucose from enter-
ing our cells and results in el-
evated blood glucose which is 

then converted into fatty acids 
and stored as fat resulting in 
obesity. Preventing the onset 
of diabetes may be the key to 
preventing obesity. the good 
news is that is that being over-
weight, obesity, pre-diabetes, 
and type 2 diabetes are largely 

preventable.”
Prof. shahrad taheri, chair 

of the national Diabetes strat-
egy research sub-Committee 
and director of the national 
Obesity treatment Centre, 
opened the event saying “De-
spite significant progress, the 
field still has important chal-
lenges ahead. the symposium 
fosters collaboration between 
Qatar’s scientists and insti-
tutions which is key to fast-
tracking research in diabetes 
and obesity and enhancing 
the quality and outcomes for 
people living with diabetes 
and obesity in Qatar. in addi-
tion to this annual gathering, 
the national Diabetes Com-
mittee is organising and de-
livering complimentarily, CPD 
accredited, Diabetes and Obe-
sity research live webinars 
for healthcare professionals 
across the sector. 

The symposium brought together diverse research topics with clinical impact. The speakers included renowned researchers from Qatar and inter-
national research leaders.

The activities of Qatar National Day were held under the slogan ‘Our Unity is the Source of Our Strength’ from 
November 25 to December 18, 2022.

hamad bin suhaim al thani chairman
adel ali bin ali managing director
dr hassan mohammed al ansari editor-in-chiefEstablishEd sEptEmbEr 3, 2006

‘UN House in Doha affirms Qatar’s commitment to peace’
QNA 
Doha

DireCtOr of the interna-
tional Organisations Depart-
ment at the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs Ali bin Khalfan 
Al Mansouri has said that the 
opening of the United nations 
House in Doha on the side-
lines of the 5th United na-
tions Conference on the Least 
Developed Countries (LDC5), 
which will be held in Doha 
from March 5 to 9, affirms Qa-
tar’s commitment to the Unit-
ed nations and its support for 
the efforts of international 
organisations to maintain in-
ternational peace and security 
and promote and consolidate 
human rights.

He pointed out that Qatar 
continues to make financial 
contributions to many Un 
bodies and entities, with the 
aim of supporting their pro-
jects in the fields of develop-
ment, humanitarian and cul-
tural aid, and others.

Mansouri stressed that the 
presence of the United na-
tions House in Qatar, which 
is the first in the region, will 
shed light on Qatar’s coopera-
tion with the United nations, 
and its permanent efforts 
towards achieving common 
goals between the state and 
the specialised agencies of the 
organisation.

He said the Un House is a 
national initiative project that 
was established to achieve 
strategic goals, technically 
and politically, and was an-
nounced by the Amir His 
Highness sheikh tamim bin 
Hamad Al thani before the 
United nations General As-
sembly.

He noted the importance 

of the project, which would en-
hance Qatar’s efforts at the in-
ternational multilateral level 
and as a reliable partner of the 
United nations, pointing out 
that the Un House includes 12 
Un offices with which agree-
ments were signed during the 
past years, including regional 
offices covering the countries 
of the region, such as the Un 
educational, scientific and 
Cultural Organization (Un-
esCO) office and the Un 
Human rights training and 
Documentation Centre for 
south-West Asia and the Arab 
region. 

He added that coordina-
tion is underway to sign other 
agreements for Un offices and 
join them to the Un House.

Ali bin Khalfan Al Mansouri

Nation

Continued from page 1 



Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Qatar University (QU) has signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) 
with the Language Institute of the Qatar 
armed Forces to enhance cooperation 
between them and benefit from the capa-
bilities of each other in the academic and 
scientific fields and exchanging experi-
ences. the MoU was signed by QU’s Vice-
President for academic affairs Dr Omar 
al ansari and Director of the Languages 
Institute Brigadier-General (Pilot) Has-
san abdullah ahmed al abdullah.

the agreement stipulates joint work 
in exchange of experiences and informa-
tion to enhance scientific and research 
cooperation, including organising confer-
ences, seminars, workshops and lectures, 
as well as holding training courses to raise 
competencies and build capacity for the 
Qatari community.

In a statement, Dr ansari said, “It 
gives us great pleasure to sign an agree-
ment with the Language Institute of the 
Qatari armed Forces. Despite the differ-
ent tasks and disciplines of both institu-
tions, we share several goals, including 

the idea of preparing a conscious, educat-
ed person with knowledge who can deal 
with life changes at a high level of educa-
tion. We are very pleased to have reached 
this stage, which will enable both parties 
to benefit from the joint capabilities that 
serve the two institutions.”

On his part, Brigadier-General (Pi-
lot) abdullah said, “We are honoured 
to be here at Qatar University, signing 
an agreement after many discussions 
between the two parties.

 this agreement comes with the aim 
of exchanging experiences in the scientific 
and academic field between the two parties 
to develop the competencies and cadres in 
the two institutions, and joint cooperation 
in organising conferences, seminars and 
workshops, and working on joint and new 
programmes between the two parties.”

He pointed out that the Language In-
stitute of the Qatari armed Forces has in 
its education eight different languages, 
and has many translated books on mili-
tary terminology.  He added that the in-
stitute has an accredited IELtS centre 
and in 2022 the institute was awarded the 
best IELtS centre of the British Council 
with a percentage of 93 percent.

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

rESEarCHErS at the Centre 
for advanced Materials (CaM) 
at Qatar University (QU) have 
confirmed the improved corro-
sion inhibition and self-healing 
properties of the polymeric 
composite coatings modified 
by various anti-corrosive pig-
ments, in collaboration with 
their industrial collaborators, 
Qatar Shell research and tech-
nology Centre (QSrtC) and 
Qatar Metal Coating Company 
(QCOat).

recently their study, titled 
‘Improved Properties of Poly-
olefin Nanocomposite Coatings 
Modified with Ceria Nanoparti-
cles Loaded with 2-Mercapto-
benzothiazole’, was published 
in the ‘Progress in Organic 
Coatings’ in October 2022. 
the research team has success-
fully published more than 30 
research articles on polymeric 
smart self-healing composite 
coatings in well-reputed jour-
nals, in addition to two book 
chapters addressing corrosion 
challenges in the marine envi-
ronment.

the study on the smart self-
healing concept addresses this 
critical challenge by delivering 
an innovative and sound con-
cept: autonomous corrosion 
protection solutions based on 

multilevel healing strategies 
for primers applied on piping 
steel networks exposed to ma-
rine environments. Polymeric 
coatings, which are modified 
with smart nano additives 
tailored to prevent and com-
bat corrosion by autonomous 
healing with minimal human 
intervention, are considered a 
revolutionary solution to ex-
tend the lifetime and durability 
of painted materials.

Globally, steel-made infra-
structures have been expand-
ing at an incredible rate world-
wide. they are critical for the 
expansion and operation of 
countless industries. Steel is 
susceptible to corrosion fail-
ures, particularly in aggressive 
environments, and requires 
surface protection and effec-
tive corrosion management to 
avoid failures. this scenario 
poses an enormous challenge 
to the industry: How to comply 
with these requirements while 
keeping competitive solutions, 
sustainable operations, and 
maintenance costs.

Dr. abdul Shakoor, re-
search assistant professor at 
the Centre for advanced Ma-
terials (CaM), is leading the 
active research on the design, 
synthesis, and characteriza-
tion of polymeric smart self-
healing composite coatings. 
this applied research is in pro-

gress through various funded 
projects, mainly including 
“Smart Corrosion Protection 
Strategies for Steel Materials 
in the Oil and Gas Industry”, 
“Smart Single Layer Polyolefin 
Coatings for Corrosion Protec-
tion of Steel Parts (S2Coat)” 
and “Bio-Based Smart Coat-
ings for Corrosion Sensing 
and Corrosion Healing”. the 
novel formulations of devel-
oped coatings can be used ex-
tensively in seawater desalina-
tion systems, the oil and gas 
industry, and the automobile 
industry.

the highly motivated re-
search team at CaM includes 
Dr Noora al-Qahtani (re-
search assistant Professor), 
Sehrish Habib (PhD student),  
Muddasir Nawaz (research 
assistant), Norhan ashraf 
(research assistant), ahmed 
Bahgat (research assistant), 
Shoaib ahmad (Master’s stu-
dent), in addition to some 
undergraduate students ah-
madyar Qureshi, Solaiman 
Mohammad, and others. the 
team is working smartly to de-
velop some novel chemistries 
of the polymeric composite 
coatings aiming to address the 
corrosion challenges, mainly in 
the oil and gas industry, which 
is the backbone of the economy 
in Qatar and the Middle East.

QSrtC always encourages 

active collaborative research 
with academic institutions. We 
believe sustainable develop-
ment strongly depends upon 
the strong relationships be-
tween academia and industrial 
partners. QSrtC and QU’s 
work in designing, developing, 
and characterizing polymeric-
based smart self-healing com-
posite coatings for corrosion 
protection in the oil and gas in-
dustry is a noteworthy example 
of this collaboration. 

at Instituto Superior téc-
nico (ISt), Lisbon, Portugal, 
around 60 percent of the sci-
entific publications involve in-
ternational collaborations with 
researchers from highly reput-
ed research organizations. the 
research strategy of ISt spans 
from creative fundamental re-
search to innovative applied 
solutions carrying the potential 
to be transferred to the indus-
try. 

Q-COat has a long-stand-
ing and active research col-
laboration with QU/CaM. the 
lab scale validation of high 
performance of epoxy coated 
rebars reinforced in concrete 
is an outstanding example of 
academia-industrial relation-
ship. among other ongoing 
collaborative research projects, 
smart self-healing composite 
coatings for corrosion protec-
tion are remarkable.

QU’s CAM sheds light on smart 
self-healing corrosion-protective
coatings for oil and gas industry

Tribune news neTwork
algiers 

MINIStEr of Labour HE Dr 
ali bin Smaikh al Marri met 
with Minister of Vocational 
training and Education of al-
geria Yassin Marabi during his 
visit to algeria on thursday.

Dr Marri also met separate-
ly with Speaker of the algerian 
People’s National assembly 

Ibrahim Bougali and Speaker 
of the Council of the Nation 
Saleh Goujil.

During the meetings, they 
discussed bilateral relations 
between the two countries in 
the labour sector, training and 
vocational education, as well as 
the further development of as-
pects of their mutual coopera-
tion in several fields of mutual 
interest.

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Qatar Career Development 
Centre (QCDC), a member of 
Qatar Foundation (QF), recog-
nised the achievements of the 
students who participated in 
the Careers Competition at the 
closing ceremony for its second 
iteration at Multaqa in Educa-
tion City. 

aimed at primary, prepara-
tory and high school students 
in Qatar, the competition was 
designed to increase awareness 
of career guidance and to give 
students the opportunity to ex-
plore their career ambitions at 
an early age. 

through the competition, 
students gained a better un-
derstanding of the various ca-
reer paths available to them, 
and were encouraged to reflect 
on their professional aspira-
tions. the competition was 
also a platform for students to 
showcase their skills and crea-
tivity, and to further develop 
their teamwork and other soft 
skills.

 In addition, the competi-
tion also targeted career coun-
sellors and teachers who par-
ticipated in the game design 
category to assist them in de-
veloping interactive tools and 
resources to enhance students’ 
understanding of career devel-
opment and its necessity. 

the competition was divid-
ed into three categories – writ-
ing and drawing for students, 
and game design for teachers 
and school specialists – and 
saw over 250 students and 
teachers from schools across 
the state taking part. a panel 

of QCDC representatives and 
experts in each competition 
category evaluated the submis-
sions, and the winners from 
each school level in each cat-
egory were announced at the 
closing ceremony.

reflecting on the successful 
conclusion of the Careers Com-
petition, abdulla al-Mansoori, 
director of QCDC, said: “We 
are honoured to celebrate to-
day the fruit of our students’ 
efforts as a tribute to their hard 
work. We designed the com-
petition to help students of all 
academic levels gain a better 
understanding of the various 
career paths available to them, 
and to encourage them to think 
about and plan for their future 
careers from an early age, mak-
ing it easier for them to achieve 
their future aspirations.”

“We believe that inspiring 
the youth to think about their 
future careers is of the utmost 
importance, as they are the fu-
ture workforce of Qatar, and 
it is their responsibility to en-
sure the success of sustainable 
social and economic develop-
ment in the future. 

“therefore, we have organ-
ized this ceremony not only to 
congratulate and honour their 
efforts, but also to motivate 
them to continue on this path 
and to pursue their profession-
al ambitions and work towards 
achieving them.”

the competition is part 
of QCDC’s commitment to 
providing students with the 
necessary resources and guid-
ance to plan for their optimal 
professional future and con-
tribute to the sustainable de-
velopment of Qatar’s economy 
and society.

 this ongoing process in-
volves exploring diverse career 
options, acquiring knowledge 
and skills, and developing pro-
fessional networks, all of which 
are crucial factors in personal 
success and achieving one’s 
professional aspirations.

Labour minister, Algerian officials hold talks

QU and Qatar Armed Forces Language Institute sign MoU

QF’s Qatar Career 
Development Centre 

honours Careers 
Competition winners

HAMMADI RECEIVES CREDENTIALS OF 
CHAD, IRELAND, SLOVENIA ENVOYS

Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs HE Dr Ahmed bin 
Hassan Al Hammadi on Thursday received separately copies of the 
credentials of HE Dausa Idriss Deby Itno as ambassador of Chad, HE 
Alison Milton as ambassador of Ireland, and HE Natalia Al Mansour 
as ambassador of Slovenia to Qatar. The secretary-general of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs wished the ambassadors success in the 
performance of their duties and assured them of providing all sup-
port to upgrade relations between Qatar and each of Chad, Ireland 
and Slovenia to closer cooperation in various fields. (QNA)

Competition sees 
participation of more 
than 250 students 
and teachers from 

schools across Qatar 
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Under the patronage of Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interi-
or He Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa 
bin Abdulaziz Al Thani, the na-
tional Cyber Security Agency 
has announced the date of the 
launch ceremony of ‘Cyber Se-
curity educational Curriculum’ 
on March 6. 

It is a strategic partner-
ship between the Agency and 
the Ministry of education and 
Higher education and aims to 
introduce society to the concept 
of digital citizenship.

The ‘Cyber Security educa-
tional Curriculum’ project aims 

to achieve a number of goals, 
mainly to introduce society in 
general and children and youth 
in particular to the concept of 
digital citizenship which in-
volves responsible, ethical and 
safe use of information and 
communication technology. It 
also aims at raising awareness 
about the dangers of the inter-
net, training all segments of so-
ciety in the basics for personal 
data protection as well as rais-
ing the awareness level of gen-
eral concepts related to cyber 
security and digital safety thus 
preparing a future generation 
capable of dealing efficiently 
and safely with technological 
tools.

In this regard, dalal Ab-
dulaziz Al Aqeedi- national 
Cyber excellence department 
Manager said that the national 
Cyber Security Agency seeks 
to build a safe and digitally 
empowered local community 
through several initiatives and 
projects aimed at raising the 
level of digital safety. 

She added that the “Cyber 
Security educational Curricu-
lum” project is considered one 
of the most important partner-
ships and projects that target 
school students, disabled stu-
dents, teachers and parents and 
is presented in a smooth and 
enjoyable way inspired by the 
Qatari identity. 

She pointed out that the 
national Cyber Security Agency 
also paid attention to the ex-
tracurricular activities and its 
complementary role in the edu-
cational process. 

The “Cyber echo” initiative 
was launched to generate cyber 
educational content through 
site visits to private and gov-
ernmental schools, conducting 
workshops that include educa-
tional presentations, competi-
tions, activities and various ap-
plications designed within the 
best practices and international 
references.

For her part, Maha Zayed 
Al ruwaili, Assistant Undersec-
retary for education Affairs at 

the Ministry of education and 
Higher education said: “The 
Cyber security educational Cur-
riculum is a step in the right di-
rection to ensure that students 
are aware of the risks associated 
with the internet”.

“Living in an era where eve-
ryone is increasingly benefiting 
from technological resources, 
the key to keeping these re-
sources and their users safe is to 
make cyber security a core sub-
ject in the educational plans”. 

Al ruwaili hoped that 
this project will contribute to 
spreading the required aware-
ness and will support the Min-
istry’s curriculum with innova-
tive and reliable content.  “We 

look forward to enriching and 
developing it continuously as 
improving students’ abilities in 
information security requires 
more than just providing them 
with the information contained 
in books. It also requires that 
they are able to understand and 
apply advice and have the moti-
vation and desire to do so.”

Al ruwaili further said that 
the launch of the cyber security 
educational curriculum in co-
operation between the Ministry 
of education and Higher edu-
cation and the national Cyber 
Security Agency will constitute 
an essential part of the compre-
hensive development of the ed-
ucational system in all its fields.

NCSA unveils launch date of ‘Cyber Security Educational Curriculum’

Indonesian citizens in Qatar gear 
up for 2024 election back home

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

In order to prepare for the 
2024 Indonesian general elec-
tion, the Indonesian Ambassa-
dor to Qatar He ridwan Has-
san inaugurated and swore-in 
the Indonesian Foreign elec-
tion Committee (PPLn) on 
February 2, 2024. 

The committee consists 
of Indonesian community 
leaders namely Heri Kar-
tono, dedi Buditriyanto, Ah-
mad Syarnubi Fatah, riza 
Wibawa, Prihandoko Sapu-

tra, davina Chairunnissah, 
and Muhammad Fazlurrah-
man Syarif. The formation of 
the committee is part of the 
efforts to smoothly organise 
Indonesia’s general election, 
which will be held in mid-
February 2024.

Among the first pro-
grammes from PPLn doha is 
assigning a team for updating 
overseas voter in various areas, 
such as doha, Al Khor, dukhan, 
Mesaieed, and Wakrah. They 
will also carry out data match-
ing of Indonesian citizens who 
are eligible to vote.

QnA 
Geneva

ASSISTAnT Foreign Minis-
ter He Lolwah bint rashid 
Al Khater met with a num-
ber of Un and other interna-
tional organisations’ officials 
on the sidelines of the 52nd 
Session of the Un Human 
rights Council in Geneva on 
Thursday. The Assistant For-
eign met with United nations 
High Commissioner for Hu-
man rights Volker Turk.

during the meeting, they 
discussed the relations be-
tween Qatar and the Office 
of the United nations High 
Commissioner for Human 
rights, the recent develop-
ment in Palestine and the vio-
lations against the Palestinian 
people in violation of interna-
tional humanitarian law.

Khater expressed Qatar’s 
aspiration for the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Hu-
man rights to act seriously in 
combating the phenomenon 
of Islamophobia and to take 
a clear and frank position 
on the incidents of burning 
the Holy Quran in a number 
of european countries, as a 
phenomenon that constitutes 
hate speech.

The meeting was attended 
by director of Human rights 
department at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs He dr Turki 
bin Abdulla Al Mahmoud and 
Permanent representative of 
Qatar to the United nations 
in Geneva He dr Hind Abdul 
rahman Al Muftah.

The Assistant Foreign 
Minister met with the United 
nations High Commissioner 
for refugees Filippo Grandi.

during the meeting, they 
discussed cooperation rela-
tions between Qatar and the 
United nations High Com-
missioner for refugees (Un-
HCr) and the conditions of 
Syrian refugees on the Turk-
ish borders, especially after 
the earthquake disaster.

Permanent representa-
tive of Qatar to the United 
nations in Geneva He dr 
Hind Abdul rahman Al Muf-
tah attended the meeting.

Khater also met with Sec-
retary-General of the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) Hissein Brahim Taha.

The two sides discussed 
cooperation relations be-
tween Qatar and OIC, in ad-
dition to issues of mutual 
interest, especially those re-
lated to the escalation of hate 
speech, highlighting the need 
that the organisation takes 
a clear stance regarding the 
incidents of burning the Holy 
Qur’an in several european 
countries, as a phenomenon 
that constitutes hate speech. 
They also discussed a few Is-
lamic initiatives.

The meeting was attended 
by director of Human rights 
department at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs He dr Turki 
bin Abdulla Al Mahmoud and 
Permanent representative of 
Qatar to the United nations 
in Geneva He dr Hind Abdul 
rahman Al Muftah.

Assistant FM discusses 
relations with senior  
officials in Geneva

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QATAr Airways (QA) will once again par-
ticipate in the world’s largest travel and 
trade event ITB Berlin, from March 7 to 
9, and is planning to make a significant 
network expansion announcement. These 
plans will be revealed during QA’s press 
conference for global media on the first day 
of the exhibition.

The conference will highlight the 
spectacular success of the World’s Best 
Airline’s achievements during the his-
toric FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, as 
well as expectations for the year ahead in 
the presence of the world’s most notable 
gathering of travel and tourism profes-
sionals.

Qatar Airways Group Chief executive 
Akbar Al Baker said: “We look forward 
to reuniting with the leaders of the global 
travel industry, especially our travel trade 
partners, to celebrate our achievements 

and to introduce our latest products and 
services to the industry dating back to be-
fore the start of the COVId-19 pandemic. 

“Our track record speaks for itself and 
over the years my country has strived to-
wards being a beacon of positivity in the 
world of aviation and beyond, most no-
tably as the host country of the greatest 
sporting event, the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022.  

“I look forward to this year’s edition of 
ITB Berlin 2023 to share our plans for the 
year ahead and to continue to make Qatar 
a more connected place through HIA, The 

World’s Best Airport.”
In light of QA’s latest expansion an-

nouncement of its sports partnership 
portfolio as  the Official Airline and Global 
Partner of Formula 1, the world’s most 
prestigious motor racing competition, 
Trade show exhibitors are welcome to visit 
the stand and experience the F1 Car racing 
Simulator setting a new standard of excite-
ment for international travel and tourism 
guests.

The world-leading travel trade show, 
ITB Berlin, which is a central communica-
tion and marketing annual event, show-
cases a range of travel exhibitors from over 
180 countries and five continents, provid-
ing over 160,000 visitors with information 
on new products, services and facilities in 
the tourism industry.

QA has welcomed all guests at ITB to 
visit its new exhibition pavilion at the trade 
fair in Hall 2.2, stand 207. A press confer-
ence will take place on Tuesday, March 7, 
at 12:00pm.

QA to announce exciting network 
expansion at ITB Berlin 2023 event

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QATAr Charity (QC) and United nations 
High Commissioner for refugees (Un-
HCr) have signed a letter of intent on a 
philanthropy collaboration and three co-
operation agreements to help address the 
most urgent needs of over 50,000 forcibly 
displaced families in Bangladesh, Afghani-
stan and Yemen.

Through the Letter of Intent, Qatar 
Charity and UnHCr will collaborate in 
philanthropy. With the new contributions, 
UnHCr will provide shelter and cook-
ing energy to 162,235 rohingya refugees 
in Cox’s Bazar, provide cash assistance 
and relief items to 116,669 displaced Af-
ghans and help 22,980 displaced Yemenis 
through cash assistance.

The collaboration was inked through 
a Letter of Intent signed by He Sheikh 
Hamad bin nasser bin Jassim Al Thani, 
Minister of State and chairman of Qatar 
Charity; and Filippo Grandi, United na-
tions High Commissioner for refugees, at 

the UnHCr’s headquarters in Geneva in 
a ceremony attended by Permanent rep-
resentative of Qatar to the United nations 
Office in Geneva He dr Hind Abdulrah-
man Al Muftah and CeO of Qatar Charity 
Yousef Ahmed AlKuwari. 

He Sheikh Hamad bin nasser bin Jas-
sim Al Thani emphasised the importance 
of the strategic collaboration when ad-
dressing world humanitarian challenges.

He said, “Today, Qatar Charity and 
UnHCr aim to tap into the potential of 
philanthropy to bring about social justice 

for all, including forcibly displaced peo-
ple, with projects aiming at supporting 
their most urgent needs in Bangladesh and 
Yemen and at creating favourable condi-
tions for their safe return in Afghanistan.”

On his part, Grandi commended Qatar 
Charity’s support to UnHCr’s humanitar-
ian response and welcomed the partner-
ship with Qatar Charity as an example of 
responsibility-sharing and innovative phi-
lanthropy.

“every day, wars, persecution, human 
rights abuses and climate change force 
millions of people from their homes, leav-
ing them searching for safety and support,” 
he said. “I am grateful for these timely con-
tributions, and for Qatar Charity’s solidar-
ity and support.”

The letter of intent cements a decade-
long partnership between Qatar Charity 
and the United nations High Commission-
er for refugees (UnHCr) during which 
more than 1.6 million forcibly displaced 
people around the world were supported 
with cash assistance projects, livelihoods, 
shelter and lifesaving core relief items.

QC & UNHCR sign pacts to support vulnerable 
people in Bangladesh, Afghanistan and Yemen

Assistant Foreign Minister HE Lolwah bint Rashid Al Khater with  
officials at an event in Geneva on Thursday. (afp)
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Shura deputy speaker highlights 
Qatar’s efforts to support peace

QnA 
Doha

dePUTY Speaker of the Shura 
Council He dr Hamda bint 
Hassan Al Sulaiti has affirmed 
the endeavour of Qatar, in ac-
cordance with the directives of 
the wise leadership, to promote 
peace in the world by contribut-
ing to all efforts aimed at facing 
global and regional challenges, 
and easing tension in interna-
tional relations.

In her speech, during the 
closing day sessions of the 17th 
Plenary Session of the Parlia-
mentary Assembly of the Medi-
terranean (PAM) in the Moroc-
can capital, rabat, on Thursday, 
dr Sulaiti noted Qatar’s endeav-
our to reduce tension and sup-
port peace processes in many 
places witnessing conflicts, cri-
ses and wars.

She referred to Qatar’s ef-
forts to support stability and 
security in Afghanistan, Chad, 
Sudan and other countries that 
suffer from conflicts and wars, 
affirming that Qatar has always 
called for dialogue as a way to re-

solve differences and conflicts as 
a necessity to achieve peace and 
stability.

She called on the parlia-
ments of the Mediterranean 
countries to urge their govern-
ments to adopt this policy, which 
contributes to achieving security 
and development, and supports 
multilateral international coop-

eration.
The Shura deputy speaker 

also reviewed the developmen-
tal initiatives offered by Qatar 
to support the most vulner-
able groups in places of conflict, 
stressing that this stems from the 
pioneering role played by Qatar 
regionally and internationally, 
and its efforts to enhance secu-

rity and support development.
during the session, the work 

of the Standing Committee on 
Political Cooperation and Secu-
rity Issues in Parliament and its 
activities for the next stage, as 
well as a number of reports were 
reviewed and the recommenda-
tions contained therein were 
discussed.

Nation
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New Delhi

The G20 meeting of foreign 
ministers in New Dehli on 
Thursday was marked by clear 
divides over the Ukraine war, 
with Russia and China on one 
side and the rest on the other.

Unlike at their last meeting 
in July 2022 however, when 
Russian Foreign Minister Ser-
gei Lavrov left the room imme-
diately after his speech, Lavrov 
stayed and listened to the min-
isters’ demands.

his German counterpart 
Annalena Baerbock, who 
sat directly opposite him, 
called for an end to the war in 
Ukraine: “Mister Lavrov, stop 
this war! Stop violating our 
international order! Stop the 
bombing of Ukrainian cities 
and civilians.” 

“The path to peace is crys-
tal-clear: If Russia withdraws 
its troops today, there will be 
no more war,” Baerbock said.

She also told the long-
time Russian diplomat that it 
was good he had attended the 
meeting to hear the comments 
in person.

Baerbock later pointedly 
told journalists in New Delhi: 
The Russian side has realized 
“that it is not a good strategy 
to come somewhere ... fire off 
your false narratives and then 
leave again.” 

Lavrov hit back when it was 
his turn to speak. According to 
the Russian state news agency 
TASS, he said that the West cri-
tiquing Russia was hypocriti-
cal, as they had been “pumping 
Ukraine full of weapons” for 
years.

Military operations by the 
United States had not aroused 
nearly as much indignation in 
the past, he said.

he called the Western eco-
nomic sanctions against his 
country, such as an oil price 
cap, arbitrary.

“It is necessary to put a stop 
to illegal sanctions, any viola-
tion of international freedom 
of trade, market manipulation, 
arbitrary imposition of price 
caps and other attempts to ap-
propriate foreign mineral re-
sources,” he said according to 
Russian news agencies.

Nevertheless, US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken and 
Lavrov spoke briefly in person 
at the G20 meeting in India, ac-
cording to several reports.

“Blinken has asked for 
contact with Lavrov,” Lavrov’s 
spokeswoman Maria Zakharo-
va said on Thursday, according 
to Russia’s state news agency 
TASS.

It was the first one-on-one 
meeting between Blinken and 
Lavrov since Russia launched 
its full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine more than a year ago.

The brief conversation took 
place on the sidelines of the 
meeting, but there was no for-
mal meeting or even negotia-
tions, Zakharova said.

According to the New 
York Times, Blinken told his 
Russian counterpart that the 
United States would continue 

to support Ukraine and that 
Russia should resume the New 
START nuclear disarmament 
treaty recently suspended by 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. Blinken also told Lav-
rov that Russia should release 
the imprisoned US citizen Paul 
Whelan.

Despite this flicker of dip-
lomatic progress, the ministers 
did not agree on a joint final 
declaration at their meeting in 
India because of the dispute 
over the war.

Instead, the chair country 
India published its own sum-
mary of the deliberations on 
Thursday.

According to this, most 
states once again strongly 
condemned Russia’s war on 
Ukraine and demanded an un-
conditional withdrawal from 
Ukrainian territory.

G20 tells Russian counterpart: 
‘Mr Lavrov, stop this war’

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken (top centre) walks past Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov (lower) 
during the G20 foreign ministers’ meeting in New Delhi on Thursday. (AFP)

RigA: The latvian Foreign Ministry has banned the use of the 
Chinese short video platform TikTok on official mobile phones 
and other official devices for security reasons.

This is a preventive measure recommended by the ministry’s 
internal security service, a spokeswoman told latvian Radio 
in Riga on Thursday. TikTok is owned by the Chinese company 
ByteDance. “i have deleted my Tiktok account for security 
reasons,” Foreign Minister edgars Rinkevics wrote on Twitter, 
referring to his ministry’s internal regulations. Other latvian 
ministries are planning similar regulations, according to a report 
by the leta agency. latvia is following the example of the United 
States, Canada and the european Commission, which have re-
quired government employees to delete TikTok from their official 
devices because of security concerns. (dpa)

Latvia follows US, Canada, EU and bans 
TikTok on official devices

News 
in brief

India’s top court orders probe of Adani 
business group
iNDiA’S top court on Thursday ordered an expert committee 
to investigate any regulatory failures related to the country’s 
second-largest conglomerate, the Adani group.

The investigation was prompted by allegations made by 
U.S. short-seller hindenburg Research in a report that accused 
Adani companies of engaging in market manipulation and other 
fraudulent practices.

Shares in the group’s flagship, Adani enterprises, and other 
affiliated companies have lost tens of billions of dollars in mar-
ket value since hindenburg issued its report.

The Adani group has denied any wrongdoing, defending 
itself against the allegations in a 413 page rebuttal. in a tweet 
Thursday, it welcomed the court order.

``it will bring finality in a time-bound manner. Trust will pre-
vail,” the company said. (agencies)

Pakistani currency plunges to historic 
low amid IMF deal uncertainty
iSlAMABAD: Pakistan’s currency lost 7% of its value against the 
US dollar on Thursday, sinking to a historic low amid uncertainty 
on the revival of a stalled bailout package by the international 
Monetary Fund (iMF).

The rupee’s value dropped to 285 against $1 from wednes-
day’s level of 263, in the highest single-day depreciation, coun-
try’s central bank said.

Pakistan is seeking the revival of a $7-billion bailout pack-
age that was agreed in 2019, but has been suspended several 
times over islamabad’s inability to meet the conditions.

Pakistan would receive as immediate disbursement of $1.1 
billion tranche if the iMF package is revived, Finance Minister 
ishaq Dar said.

with foreign exchange reserves barely sufficient to support 
imports for two months, Pakistan is in serious danger of default-
ing on its international liabilities.  

The global body has asked Pakistan to raise energy prices 
for consumers, let go of the control over currency value and 
improve tax collection for a revival of the package. (dpa)

Putin calls security council meeting 
after accusing Ukraine of terror

Greek train accident toll rises  
to 46, railway company blasted

Ex-UK health minister slammed 
for not taking advice on COVID

dpa 
MOSCOw 

RUSSIAN President Vladimir 
Putin called a special meeting 
of the National Security Council 
on Thursday, following reports 
from his own intelligence ser-
vice about fighting with Ukrain-
ian units on Russian territory.

A planned trip to the Cauca-
sus on Friday was cancelled at 
short notice.

The topic of the Security 
Council meeting is unknown, 
but there has long been specula-
tion that Russia could officially 
declare war on Ukraine and 
order a further mobilization of 
hundreds of thousands of troops 
for the army.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov, when asked by journal-
ists whether the gathering of 
senior defence officials would 
upgrade what Moscow contin-
ues to call a “special military 
operation,” said: “I don’t know, 
I can’t say.” It is a punishable 
offence in Russia to refer to its 
operation in Ukraine as a war.

Another outcome of the 

meeting could be greater restric-
tions on civil rights and steps 
towards a war and command 
economy. Also on Thursday, 
Putin accused Ukraine of terror 
after reports of fighting in the 
south-western Russian border 
region of Bryansk.

It was “another terrorist at-
tack and another crime,” the 
Russian president said during a 
video conference.

Russia started the war 
against Ukraine when it invaded 
its neighbour, in an unprovoked 

attack, on February 24, 2022.
earlier, the domestic intel-

ligence service FSB spoke of 
heavy fighting with “Ukrainian 
nationalists” in Bryansk. Kiev 
has denied responsibility for the 
incidents, saying it came from 
targeted Russian disinforma-
tion.

According to Russian sourc-
es, a motorist was killed and a 
10-year-old child was injured in 
the Bryansk region by shelling 
from what the Russians called 
Ukrainian sabotage forces. 

dpa
ATheNS 

The death toll after a head-on 
train collision in Greece rose 
to 46, with dozens injured and 
numerous people still miss-
ing, the fire brigade said on  
Thursday.

The emergency services 
are continuing to search the 
wreckage.

however, they are only 
finding charred body parts, 
state television (eRT)  
reported.

Serious accusations have 
been levelled against Greek 
state railway company OSe. 
According to media reports, 
railway trade union members 
had long warned of accidents 
because the electronic control 
system on the Athens-Thessa-
loniki line was barely function-
ing.

The latest expression of 
concern came three weeks 
ago, according to the busi-
ness newspaper Naftemporiki, 
which reported that there have 
been repeated minor accidents 
or close calls along the route.

“As long as no protective 
measures are taken for the 
workplaces and the safe opera-
tion and traffic of the trains, 
the accidents will not come to 
an end,” says the union’s letter, 
dated February 7.

It said the dangerous situ-
ation could no longer be tol-
erated. “What are you waiting 
for to intervene? What more 
needs to happen?” Another let-
ter sent by the Train Drivers’ 
Association to the Ministry of 
Transport last November lists 
the shortcomings. 

According to the letter, the 
light signals on the line had not 
been working for many years. 
Also, the european Train 
Control System, which stops 
the train when danger threat-
ens and thus also protects the 
system from human error, is 
out of order. In addition, the 
safety and lighting systems in 
the tunnels have not been fully 
functioning for 15 years now, it 
said.

The deadly accident oc-
curred on Tuesday evening. 
There were 342 passengers 
and 10 railroad employees on 

the passenger train from Ath-
ens to Thessaloniki, plus two 
drivers on the freight train.

Greek Prime Minister Kyri-
akos Mitsotakis called the ac-
cident an “unspeakable trag-
edy” as he visited the scene on 
Wednesday. Visibly moved, he 
promised that the cause of the 
accident would be fully inves-
tigated.

The railway official in 
charge at the station in the 
town of Larissa in central 
Greece on Tuesday night is 
said to have admitted to set-
ting the wrong points. he is to 
be brought before the court on 
Thursday afternoon.

While train traffic in 
Greece is operated by the Ital-
ian railway company Ferrovie 
dello Stato Italiane, the Greek 
state-owned OSe is responsi-
ble for the infrastructure. Its 
head resigned on Wednesday 
after the accident.

But that alone is not 
enough, according to Greek 
media. It is a case of state fail-
ure if the infrastructure of the 
Greek railway is neglected to 
this extent.

dpa 
lONDON

IN Britain, journalist Isabel 
Oakeshott has said she makes 
“no apology whatsoever for 
acting in the national interest” 
over her disclosure of former 
health minister Matt hancock’s 
WhatsApp messages. The jour-
nalist, who is at the centre of a 
row about the leak of the former 
health secretary’s correspond-
ence to the Daily Telegraph, hit 
back at hancock’s criticism of 
her actions.

“The greatest betrayal is of 
the entire country,” she said. 

In a statement released 
on Thursday, she said: “hard 
though it may be for him to be-

lieve, this isn’t about Matt han-
cock, or indeed any other indi-
vidual politician. Nor is it about 
me. The greatest betrayal is of 
the entire country. “We were all 
let down by the response to the 
pandemic and repeated unnec-
essary lockdowns.

“Children in particular paid 
a terrible price. Anyone who 
questioned an approach we now 
know was fatally flawed was ut-
terly vilified, including highly 
respected and eminent public 
health experts, doctors and sci-
entists.

“So far from being protected, 
the NhS may never recover, as 
millions of patients condemned 
to year-long waiting lists are dis-
covering.” 
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The head of the Interna-
tional Atomic energy Agency 
(IAeA), Rafael Grossi, plans to 
travel to Tehran on Saturday 
for high-level talks, according 
to Western diplomats and the 
Iranian media.

In view of Iran’s increas-
ing enrichment of uranium, 
Grossi will negotiate more in-
tensive IAeA inspections at 
nuclear facilities, diplomatic 
sources said on Wednesday. 
In addition, unresolved ques-
tions about alleged past nucle-
ar projects are to be discussed.

A spokesman for the agen-
cy did not comment on Gros-
si’s travel plans.

earlier, Iran’s nuclear chief 
played down a report from the 
IAeA that it had detected ura-
nium particles almost suitable 
for nuclear weapons in Iran.

“A slight fluctuation was 
detected in one of the tests, but 
it couldn’t even be seen with a 
microscope,” Iran’s nuclear 
chief Mohammad eslami said 
in Tehran on Wednesday.

According to Iranian me-
dia, Grossi is to hold talks with 
eslami in Tehran on Satur-
day. Western diplomats, on 
the other hand, assume that 
the IAeA chief wants to meet 
Iran’s President ebrahim Rai-
si.

In a letter from February 
20, Iran informed the agency 
that “unintended fluctuations 

in enrichment levels may have 
occurred” in November.

According to the IAeA, the 
uranium had a purity level of 
83.7% - just short of the 90% 
needed to build a nuclear 
weapon. Iran has been sus-
pected of working on its own 
nuclear bomb for many years.

The traces were discovered 
back in January during an in-
spection of an Iranian facility 
at Fordo, where uranium is 
produced to a purity of 60%.

Grossi officially confirmed 
the find for the first time on 
Tuesday evening in Vienna.

“You can do it by mistake 
or you can do it intentionally,” 
said a senior diplomat who 
closely follows Iran’s nuclear 
programme.

he added that similar 
changes have also occurred 
in enrichment plants in other 
countries.

But in Iran’s case, it was 
“quite a big jump” from 60% 
to almost 84%.

however, the analyses so 
far had shown that only a very 
small amount of 83.7%-en-
riched material had been pro-
duced, the diplomat said.

Grossi said in January 
that Iran already has enough 
enriched uranium for several 
nuclear weapons if the mate-
rial were enriched to an even 
higher level.

however, Tehran still has 
a long and difficult road ahead 
of it before it can develop a nu-
clear weapon, Grossi said.

IAEA chief to travel to Iran for high-level nuke talks

According to the New York 
Times, Blinken told his 
Russian counterpart that 
the United States would 
continue to support 
Ukraine and that Russia 
should resume the New 
START nuclear disarma-
ment treaty recently  
suspended by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin

Russian President Vladimir Putin in Moscow on Thursday. (AFP)
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Qatari stocks returned to 
positive territory this week 
as the Qatar Stock Exchange 
(QSE) index increased by 
149.84 points, or 1.4 percent, 
during the week to close at 
10,621.81 points.

the market capitalisation 
of QSE moved up by 1.3 percent 
to Qr611.3 billion compared 
with Qr603.6 billion at the end 
of the previous trading week. 
Of the 49 traded companies, 31 
ended the week higher, 16 end-
ed lower, and the share prices 
of the two stocks remained 
unchanged. Ezdan Holding 
Group was the best-performing 
stock for the week, going up 
10.7 percent. Meanwhile, Man-
nai Corporation was the worst-
performing stock for the week, 
falling 30 percent.

industries Qatar (iQ), Qa-
tar international islamic Bank 
(QiiB), and Qatar islamic Bank 
(QiB) were the primary con-
tributors to the weekly index 
gain. iQ and QiiB added 29.40 
and 25.22 points to the index, 
respectively. Further, QiB add-
ed another 21.28 points.

the traded value during 
the week went up 10.4 percent 
to Qr2,252.4 million from 
Qr2,040.2 million in the previ-
ous trading week. QNB Group 
was the top-value traded stock 
during the week with a total 
traded value of Qr314.2 mil-
lion.

traded volume gained 2.7 
percent to 654.9 million shares 
compared to 637.5 million 
shares in the previous trading 
week. Masraf al rayan was the 
top volume traded stock dur-
ing the week with a total traded 
volume of 88.5 million shares.

the number of transactions 
edged up 0.2 percent to 67,292 
against 67,175 in the previous 
week.

Foreign institutions re-
mained bullish, closing the 
week with net buying of 
Qr66.9 million against net 
buying of Qr110.4 million in 
the previous week. Foreign re-
tail investors, however, closed 
the week with net selling of 
Qr12.4 million against net 
buying of Qr0.5 million in the 
previous week.

according to an estimate by 
QNB Financial Services (QN-
BFS), global foreign institu-
tions were net buyers of Qatari 
stocks worth $72.7 million as of 
today since the start of the cur-
rent financial year. Qatari insti-
tutions remained bearish with 
net selling of Qr61.8 million 
against net selling of Qr86.7 
million in the week before.

QSE resumes upward trend, 
gains 150 points this week

Satyendra Pathak
Doha

GulF Cooperation Council 
(GCC) insurers are reaping 
the benefits of ongoing eco-
nomic growth in the region, 
S&P Global ratings noted in a 
report published on thursday.

according to the report, 
the expansion of infrastruc-
ture investment and medical 
insurance covers will continue 
to spur premiums in 2023, al-
beit at a slower pace than in the 
previous year.

“although premium in-
comes rose, profitability de-
clined in most GCC markets in 
2022,” said S&P Global ratings 
credit analyst Emir Mujkic.

“For 2023, we expect a 
modest uptick in earnings if 
insurers continue to reprice 
underperforming businesses. 
Higher investment returns fol-
lowing an increase in interest 
rates should also support earn-
ings,” said Mujkic.

the combination of strong 
premium growth, relatively 
modest earnings, and ongo-
ing high costs to meet new ac-
counting standards and other 
regulatory demands will likely 
squeeze capital and solvency 
buffers. as markets become 
increasingly fragmented, we 
expect many small and midsize 
insurers will feel these effects 
the most.

“While we expect the rat-
ings on larger, higher-rated 
insurers in our portfolio to re-
main broadly stable, the credit 
strength of many smaller to 
midsize players could weaken, 
leading to further capital rais-
ing and consolidation in the 
sector,” Mujkic added.

“We assume an average 
Brent oil price of $85 for 2023, 
supporting economic growth 
in the region. We, therefore, 
expect that insurers will ben-
efit from favorable economic 
conditions and an expansion of 
infrastructure projects, leading 
to higher gross written premi-
ums (GWP),” the report said.

“average inflation in the 
GCC will likely return to below 
3 percent from over 4 percent 
in 2022. Combined with easing 
pressure on supply chains, this 
should moderate claims costs 
for motor and other property, 
casualty (P/C) lines, in our 
view,” it said.

the report said, “Qatar’s 
compulsory health insurance 
law was expected to take ef-
fect in May 2022, but has been 
delayed several times. under 
the law, all foreign visitors, 
residents, and workers in the 
country will have to hold medi-
cal insurance for the entire du-
ration of their stay, unless they 

are exempt.”
as of February 1 this year, 

the report said, the first phase 
was implemented, requiring 
visitors to purchase a health 
policy at a premium starting 
from Qr 50 ($14).

“in our view, this will not 
be a material contributor to 
premium growth,” it said.

“the larger part of the 
scheme could generate Qr1 
billionQr1.5 billion in ad-
ditional GWP in the coming 
years. We have not incorpo-
rated this in our growth fore-
cast for 2023, since pricing 
and the table of benefits for 
policyholders have not been 

disclosed. When implement-
ed, the sector will likely see a 
spike of new business, lead-
ing to 15-20 percent in addi-
tional premium growth above 
our current base case,” the 
report said.

“We estimate a net com-
bined ratio for the industry 
of about 86 percent in 2022, 
with most listed companies 
returning strong techni-
cal profits. in 2023, we es-
timate a combined ratio of 
90-93 percent as the portion 
of medical business, which 
tends to have lower profit 
margins, expands,” it said.

Most GCC insurance 

markets experienced strong 
growth in 2022, as economies 
continued to recover from the 
COViD-19-related slowdown 
in previous years.

the introduction of new 
medical covers and some infla-
tion-related tariff adjustments 
were among the key growth 
drivers in 2022.

“We expect authorities in 
the region will continue to 
encourage the development 
of the insurance sector by in-
troducing new mandatory cov-
ers and that GCC markets will 
continue to expand at a mod-
erate pace in 2023. However, 
we expect to see a slowdown 
in GWP growth to a more 
sustainable level than that in 
2022,” it said.

the report said, “Many in-
surers in markets like Saudi 
arabia and Kuwait have gen-
erated underwriting losses in 
recent years, with the top three 
largest companies generating 
almost all of the profits.”

“We expect the high com-
petition in most markets to 
ease somewhat in 2023. We 
believe that total net earnings 
could show a modest uptick 
if insurers continue to reprice 
underperforming motor and 
medical accounts. in addition, 
higher interest rates will boost 
investment returns,” it said.

“While insurers in most 
GCC markets will continue to 
achieve net combined ratios 
between 90-95 percent, we ex-
pect underwriting results and 
overall profitability in Saudi 
arabia to improve, but to re-
main relatively weaker com-
pared with other markets,” the 
report said.

tribune newS network
Doha

Qatar National Bank (QNB), 
one of the largest financial in-
stitutions in the Middle East 
and africa, announced its Gold 
Sponsorship of the tarsheed 
Carnival 2023 to be organised 
by the Qatar General Electric-
ity and Water Corporation 
(Kahramaa) starting from 
March 7 at Kahramaa aware-
ness Park.

tarsheed is a national 
program that aims to raise 
awareness about conservation 
and energy efficiency. the 
carnival, which will be taking 
place over the course of one 
week, aims to raise awareness 

among the public about sus-
tainable development goals, 
which are in line with the 
global vision as well as the ob-
jectives of Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030.

QNB’s participation comes 
as part of its sustainability-
driven initiatives in Qatar 
and throughout the markets 
in which it operates, which is 
reflected in supporting all pro-
jects and efforts toward build-
ing a more sustainable world.

through capitalising on 
such efforts, the Group is also 
dedicated to bringing forward 
its long-term projects on the 
Sustainability framework.

the carnival includes a 
number of activities that will 

be open to the public as well 
as other entities, to enhance 
the cooperation between Kah-
ramaa and different sectors 
and to spread awareness about 
the conservation of water and 
electricity among the audience.

QNB Group is ranked as 
the most valuable bank brand 
in the Middle East and africa. 

through its subsidiaries 
and associate companies, the 
Group extends to more than 28 
countries across three conti-
nents providing a comprehen-
sive range of advanced prod-
ucts and services. the total 
number of employees is 28,000 
operating through 1000 loca-
tions, with an atM network of 
more than 4,800 machines.

gcc insurers reaping benefits 
of economic growth, says S&p

QnB supports conservation 
of water and electricity in 
cooperation with Kahramaa

Mandatory medical 
scheme to fuel growth 
in Qatar’s insurance 
sector, says report

QNB’s participation in Tarsheed Carnival 2023 comes as part of its sustainability-driven initiatives in Qatar 
and throughout the markets in which it operates.

QFZ chairman for boosting investment ties with Egypt

Minister of State and Qatar Free Zones Authority (QFZ) Chairman HE Ahmad bin Mohammed Al Sayed met 
with the CEO of General Authority for Investment and Free Zones in Egypt Hossam Heiba and Chairman of 
Suez Canal Economic Zone Waleid Gamal Eldien at Ras Bufontas Free Zone. The meeting focused on areas 
of collaboration and coordination on investment attraction between the two sides. The meeting also high-
lighted the investment opportunities and outstanding benefits offered by QFZ and supported by the country’s 
advanced infrastructure to attract companies to invest and establish their businesses in Qatar.
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Elon Musk presented a heady 
vision Wednesday to turbo-
charge Tesla’s growth at an in-
vestor day filled with ambitious 
targets but short on details 
sought by Wall Street.

Reviewing the company’s 
quickly expanding electric ve-
hicle (EV) production, Musk 
and a team of executives prom-
ised more outsized growth 
through streamlined manufac-
turing processes, smart design 
and a relentless focus on costs.

“There is a clear path to a 
fully sustainable Earth with 
abundance,” Musk said early in 
the presentation, at which the 
company set annual produc-
tion of 20 million vehicles as an 
eventual aspiration.

But shares fell through-
out the event as Musk and his 
team avoided specifics on what 
the next generation of vehicles 
would look like, or when they 
might be ready.

“long on aspiration, short 
on detail,” Gary Black of the in-
vestment advisor organization 
Future Fund said on Twitter. 
“lot of discussion on produc-
tion and engineering but didn’t 
address demand side how to 
get from 1.8M (deliveries) this 
year to 20M (delivery) target 
by 2030.” The only major new 
announcement of note was 
Musk’s confirmation of plans 
to build a new electric car fac-
tory the northern Mexican city 
of Monterrey.

“We’re excited to announce 
that we’re going to be building 
a new Giga Factory in Mexico,” 
Musk said.

“It’s simply about expand-
ing our total global output,” 
said Musk, who emphasized 
expansion plans for already-
built factories such as Califor-
nia and Shanghai.

lars Moravy, vice presi-
dent for engineering at Tesla, 
said the Mexico factory would 
produce “next generation” ve-
hicles in “the next couple of 
years,” but also did not provide 

any further clues about specific 
plans.

Mexican officials had an-
nounced the plant earlier 
Wednesday, describing an ap-
proximately $5 billion new 
factory in a venture touted by 
Mexican President Andres Ma-
nuel lopez obrador.

Heading into the event, 
Musk had called Wednesday’s 
gathering part of a “path to a 
fully sustainable energy fu-
ture for Earth.” After years of 
losses, Tesla has hit its stride in 
terms of financial performance, 
scoring an impressive string 
of earnings records as it has 

added factories and ramped up 
production.

The company has also acted 
as a major catalyst for a revo-
lution in transportation, with 
much of the automobile sec-
tor’s innovation efforts moving 
away from the internal com-
bustion engine and towards 
EVs. Even with that success, 
Musk has fallen short on some 
of his outsized goals.

The company’s lowest-price 
vehicle, the Model 3, begins at 
$43,000 in the United States 
-- too pricey for many consum-
ers for a vehicle that had been 
pitched as aimed at the mass 

market. Musk has also missed 
his own deadlines for a fully 
autonomous vehicle, with Te-
sla driver-assistance technol-
ogy spurring U.S. regulatory 
probes.

Analysts had hoped the 
mercurial billionaire would 
elaborate on the roadmap to a 
new vehicle, or perhaps unveil 
a design for a vehicle in the 
$25,000 price range.

While executives outlined 
fundamental changes envi-
sioned to streamline manu-
facturing, Musk said he would 
be reluctant to retrofit current 
plants to incorporate improve-

ments, not wanting to suspend 
output.

“Demand for our vehicles 
might as well be infinite,” he 
said. “The issue is affordabil-
ity.” Asked late in the question 
and answer session about tim-
ing and design for new vehicles, 
Musk cut off an questioner.

“We will have to decline 
to answer,” he said, turning to 
another analyst. “We will have 
a proper product event but we 
would be jumping the gun if we 
were to answer your question.” 
Shares of Tesla fell 5.6 per-
cent to $191.40 in after-hours  
trading.

Musk eyes ambitious growth at  
Tesla, offers no big new reveals

Shares fell after Tesla CEO Elon Musk’s presentation promised plenty of growth but offered no new vehicle designs.

India-UK FTA can deliver 
practical biz benefits in 
both countries: Cleverly

Agencies

InDIA-UK Free Trade Agreement 
can deliver practical benefits for 
businesses in both countries: Clev-
erly UK Foreign Secretary James 
Cleverly on Wednesday said that 
the India-UK Free Trade Agree-
ment can and must deliver prac-
tical, real-world benefits for busi-
nesses in both countries and that 
this will give a strong message to 
the world that the two countries 
are committed to building closer 
partnerships.

“FTA can and must deliver 
practical, real-world benefits for 
businesses in both of our coun-
tries. It will also send a strong sig-
nal to the whole world that our two 
great countries are committed to 
building even closer partnerships 
with each other,” Cleverly said.

Cleverly was addressing the 
gathering at the Confederation 
of Indian Industry’s (CII) Special 
Plenary Session of India Europe 
Business and Sustainability Con-
clave in new Delhi on Wednesday.

Union Minister Piyush Goyal 
also attended the session.

Cleverly during his address 
said that UK and India, the 6th 
and 5th largest economies in the 
world respectively, must work 

closely together to contribute to 
the world’s economic security 
and prosperity.

“Today, we’re living through a 
period of geopolitical competition. 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine sent 
shockwaves through global econo-
my and across the world and we’re 
seeing the ripple effect of that in 
food prices, energy prices, global 
insecurity,” the UK Foreign Secre-
tary said during the session.

He further added: “I am also 
going to echo the wise words of 
Prime Minister Modi who was right 
when he said to Putin, “today’s era 
is not an era of war.” Vladimir Pu-
tin must listen to those words and 

heed those words. Sadly, he is not 
doing so yet.” He said that in times 
of social and economic turbulence, 
trusted partners need to work even 
closely together.

Piyush Goyal while address-
ing the session said that developed 
and developing countries must 
have different goals and time-
lines while being sensitive to each 
other’s needs, potential goals and 
roadmap towards sustainability.

Goyal highlighted that India 
has been one of the top 5 perform-
ers when it comes to benchmark-
ing our work and meeting the na-
tionally Determined Contributions 
(nDCs).

‘Technology, finance and sus-
tainable lifestyles are going to play 
an important role in ensuring sus-
tainable growth’, he opined.

Goyal urged world leaders to 
recognize that everyone must con-
tribute their fair share in improv-
ing energy efficiency, reducing 
waste, boosting the circular econ-
omy and in achieving green goals 
by transitioning and helping other 
nations transition to green growth 
to make the world a better place to 
live in. “India’s partnership with 
the UK and the EU is significant in 
the global effort to make the planet 
safer and greener,” he said.

TikTok sets new default 
time limits for minors

Agencies

TIKToK said Wednesday that every ac-
count held by a user under the age of 
18 will have a default 60-minute daily 
screen time limit in the coming weeks. 
The changes arrive during a period 
in which there are growing concerns 
among different governments about 
the app’s security.

Families have struggled with limit-
ing the amount of time their children 
spend on the Chinese-owned video 
sharing app.

Cormac Keenan, head of trust and 
safety at TikTok said in a blog post 
Wednesday that when the 60-minute 
limit is reached, minors will be prompt-
ed to enter a passcode receive a pass-
code and make an “active decision” to 
keep watching. For accounts where the 
user is under the age of 13, a parent or 
guardian will have to set or enter an 
existing passcode to allow 30 minutes 
of extra viewing time once the initial 
60-minute limit is reached.

TikTok said it came up with the 
60-minute threshold by consulting aca-
demic research and experts from the 
Digital Wellness lab at Boston Chil-
dren’s Hospital.

Social media executives, including 
those from TikTok, have been called 
before Congress to explain how they are 
preventing harm for young users.

TikTok also said Wednesday that it 

will also begin prompting teens to set 
a daily screen time limit if they opt out 
of the 60-minute default. The company 
will send weekly inbox notifications to 
teen accounts with a screen time recap.

Some of TikTok’s existing safety 
features for teen accounts include hav-
ing accounts set to private by default for 
those between the ages of 13 and 15 and 
providing direct messaging availability 
only to those accounts where the user 
is 16 or older.

TikTok announced a number of 
changes for all users, including the abil-
ity to set customized screen time limits 
for each day of the week and allowing 
users to set a schedule to mute notifi-
cations. The company is also launching 
a sleep reminder to help people plan 
when they want to be offline at night. 
For the sleep feature, users will be able 
to set a time and when the time arrives, 
a pop-up will remind the user that it’s 
time to log off.

outside of exorbitant use by some 
minors, there are growing concern 
about the app around the world. The 
European Parliament, the European 
Commission and the EU Council have 
banned TikTok from being installed on 
official devices.

That follows similar actions taken 
by the U.S. federal government, Con-
gress and more than half of the 50 U.S. 
states. Canada has also banned it from 
government devices.

UK Foreign Secretary James Cleverly

Adani group gets $1.87 bn investment from US firm
Agencies

US boutique investment firm GQG 
Partners has bought shares worth 
$1.87 billion in four Adani group 
companies, marking the first major 
investment in the Indian conglom-
erate since a short-seller’s critical 
report sparked a stock rout.

Seven listed Adani companies 
have lost some $135 billion in mar-
ket value since Jan. 24, when Hin-

denburg Research accused it of im-
proper use of offshore tax havens 
and stock manipulation —allega-
tions the billionaire Gautam Adani-
led group has denied but which led 
it to call off a $2.5 billion share sale.

The investment also comes on 
a day when India’s top court asked 
market regulator SEBI to investigate 
the group for any lapses related to 
public shareholding norms or regu-
latory disclosures.

The group has been trying reas-
sure investors with road shows and 
calls with bond holders. According 
to sources, Adani has told creditors 
it has secured a $3 billion loan from 
a sovereign wealth fund.

US-based, Australia-listed GQG 
has, through block deals, bought 
shares worth 154.46 billion rupees 
in four Adani group companies, in-
cluding the conglomerate’s flagship 
firm Adani Enterprises.

Manufacturing 
activity surges 
in Feb in China

Agencies

CHInA’S manufacturing activ-
ity surged to its highest reading 
in more than a decade in Feb-
ruary, official figures showed 
Wednesday, as factories began 
to return to normal following 
years of CoVID-19 disruption.

The world’s second-largest 
economy is stirring back to life 
after Beijing’s decision in De-
cember to abruptly drop its 
strict health measures, which 
mandated strict lockdowns, 
travel restrictions and mass 
testing.

February’s figures reflected 
the subsiding of case numbers 
after a surge that began in De-
cember, coupled with the return 
to work after the lunar new 
Year holiday.

The official manufacturing 
purchasing managers’ index 
(PMI) -- a key gauge of Chinese 
factory output -- stood at 52.6 in 
February, compared with 50.1 
a month earlier, the national 
Bureau of Statistics (nBS) an-
nounced. The reading, the high-
est since 2012, surpassed expec-
tations, with analysts surveyed 
by Bloomberg having predicted 
a much less marked increase to 
50.6.

“With the effect of the holi-
days... and the repercussions of 
the epidemic fading away, the 
recovery of production by man-
ufacturing companies acceler-
ated and demand continued to 
rise,” said nBS statistician Zhao 
Qinghe. “The strong PMI con-
firms the economic recovery is 
on track,” Zhiwei Zhang from 
Pinpoint Asset Management 
wrote in a note, adding he ex-
pected to see macro data fur-
ther improve over the next few 
months.
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S
peed around a French 
village in the video game 
“Gran Turismo” and you 
might spot a Corvette be-
hind you trying to catch 

your slipstream.
The technique of using the 

draft of an opponent’s racecar 
to speed up and overtake them 
is one favored by skilled players 
of playStation’s realistic racing 
game.

But this Corvette driver is 
not being controlled by a hu-
man - it’s GT Sophy, a power-
ful artificial intelligence agent 
built by playStation-maker 
Sony.

Gran Turismo players 
have been competing against 
computer-generated racecars 
since the franchise launched 
in the 1990s, but the new AI 
driver that was unleashed last 
week on Gran Turismo 7 is 
smarter and faster because it’s 
been trained using the latest AI 
methods.

“Gran Turismo had a built-
in AI existing from the begin-
ning of the game, but it has a 
very narrow band of perfor-
mance and it isn’t very good,” 
said Michael Spranger, chief 
operating officer of Sony AI. 
“It’s very predictable. Once 
you get past a certain level, it 
doesn’t really entice you any-
more.” But now, he said, “this 
AI is going to put up a fight.” 
Visit an artificial intelligence 
laboratory at universities and 
companies like Sony, Google, 
Meta, Microsoft and ChatGpT-
maker OpenAI and it’s not 
unusual to find AI agents like 
Sophy racing cars, slinging an-
gry birds at pigs, fighting epic 
interstellar battles or helping 
human gamers build new Mi-
necraft worlds -- all part of the 
job description for computer 
systems trying to learn how to 
get smarter in games.

But in some instances, they 

are also trying to learn how to 
get smarter in the real world. 
In a January paper, a Univer-
sity of Cambridge researcher 
who built an AI agent to control 
pokémon characters argued it 
could “inspire all sorts of appli-
cations that require team man-
agement under conditions of 
extreme uncertainty, including 
managing a team of doctors, 
robots or employees in an ever-
changing environment, like a 
pandemic-stricken region or 
a war zone.” And while that 
might sound like a kid making 
a case for playing three more 
hours of pokemon Violet, the 
study of games has been used 
to advance AI research - and 
train computers to solve com-
plex problems - since the mid-
20th century.

Initially, AI was used on 
games like checkers and chess 
to test at winning strategy 
games. Now a new branch of 
research is more focused on 
performing open-ended tasks 
in complex worlds and inter-
acting with humans, not just 
for the purpose of beating 
them.

“Reality is like a super-
complicated game,” said Nich-
olas Sarantinos, who authored 
the pokémon paper and recent-
ly turned down a doctoral offer 
at Oxford University to start an 
AI company aiming to help cor-
porate workplaces set up more 
collaborative teams.

In the web-based pokémon 
Showdown battle simulator, 
Sarantinos developed an algo-
rithm to analyze a team of six 
pokemon - predicting how they 
would perform based on all the 
possible battle scenarios ahead 
of them and their comparative 
strengths and weaknesses.

Microsoft, which owns the 
popular Minecraft game fran-
chise as well as the Xbox game 
system, has tasked AI agents 

with a variety of activities - 
from steering clear of lava to 
chopping trees and making fur-
naces. Researchers hope some 
of their learnings could even-
tually play a role in real-world 
technology, such as how to get 
a home robot to take on certain 
chores without having to pro-
gram it to do so.

While it “goes without stat-
ing” that real humans behave 
quite differently from fictional 
video game creatures, “the core 
ideas can still be used,” Saran-
tinos said. “If you use psychol-
ogy tests, you can take this in-
formation to conclude how well 
they can work together.” Amy 
Hoover, an assistant profes-
sor of informatics at the New 
Jersey Institute of Technology 
who’s built algorithms for the 
digital card game Hearthstone, 
said “there really is a reason for 
studying games” but it is not al-
ways easy to explain.

“people aren’t always un-
derstanding that the point is 
about the optimization method 
rather than the game,” she said.

Games also offer a use-
ful testbed for AI - including 
for some real-world applica-
tions in robotics or health care 
- that’s safer to try in a virtual 
world, said Vanessa Volz, an AI 
researcher at the danish start-
up Modl.ai, which builds AI 
systems for game development.

But, she adds, “it can get 
overhyped.” “It’s probably 
not going to be one big break-
through and that everything is 
going to be shifted to the real 
world,” Volz said.

Japanese electronics gi-
ant Sony launched its own AI 
research division in 2020 with 
entertainment in mind, but it’s 
nonetheless attracted broader 
academic attention. Its re-
search paper introducing Sophy 
last year made it on the cover of 
the prestigious science journal 

Nature, which said it could po-
tentially have effects on other 
applications such as drones and 
self-driving vehicles.

The technology behind So-
phy is based on an algorithmic 
method known as reinforce-
ment learning, which trains the 
system by rewarding it when 
it gets something right as it 
runs virtual races thousands of 
times.

“The reward is going to tell 
you that, ‘You’re making pro-
gress. This is good,’ or, ‘You’re 
off the track. Well, that’s not 
good,’” Spranger said.

The world’s best Gran Tu-
rismo players are still finishing 
ahead of Sophy at tournaments, 
but average players will find it 
hard to beat - and can adjust 
difficulty settings depending on 
how much they want to be chal-
lenged.

playStation players will 
only get to try racing against 
Sophy on a limited number of 
circuits, so it can get some feed-
back and go back into testing. 
peter Wurman, director of Sony 
AI America and project lead on 
GT Sophy, said it takes about 
two weeks for AI agents to train 
on 20 playStations.

“To get it spread throughout 
the whole game, it takes some 
more breakthroughs and some 
more time before we’re ready 
for that,” he said.

And to get it onto real 
streets or Formula One tracks? 
That could take a lot longer.

Self-driving car companies 
adopt similar machine-learn-
ing techniques, but “they don’t 
hand over complete control of 
the car the way we are able to,” 
Wurman said. “In a simulated 
world, there’s nobody’s life 
at risk. You know exactly the 
kinds of things you’re going to 
see in the environment. There’s 
no people crossing the road or 
anything like that.”

Grand Turismo players have been competing against computer-driven race cars since 1990s, but the 
new AI driver that was unleashed last week on Grand Turismo 7 is smarter and faster

AI learns to outsmart 
humans in video 

games, and real life

This image released by Sony Interactive Entertainment shows a scene from the video game Gran Turismo Sophy. 

Father of cell phone 
sees dark side but 
also hope in new tech

Agencies

HOldING the bulky brick 
cell phone he’s credited 
with inventing 50 years ago, 
Martin Cooper thinks about 
the future.

little did he know when 
he made the first call on a 
New York City street from 
a thick gray prototype that 
our world — and our in-
formation — would come 
to be encapsulated on a 
sleek glass sheath where we 
search, connect, like and 
buy.

He’s optimistic that 
future advances in mobile 
technology can transform 
human lives but is also 
worried about risks smart-
phones pose to privacy and 
young people.

“My most negative 
opinion is we don’t have any 
privacy anymore because 
everything about us is now 
recorded someplace and 
accessible to somebody who 
has enough intense desire 
to get it,” the 94-year-old 
said at MWC, or Mobile 
World Congress, the world’s 
biggest wireless trade show 
where he was getting a 
lifetime award this week in 
Barcelona.

Besides worrying about 
the erosion of privacy, 
Cooper also acknowledged 
the negative side effects that 
come with smartphones and 
social media, such as inter-
net addiction and making it 
easy for children to access 
harmful content.

But Cooper, describing 
himself as a dreamer and an 
optimist, said he’s hopeful 
that advances in cell phone 
technology have the poten-
tial to revolutionize areas 
like education and health 
care.

“Between the cell phone 
and medical technology and 
the internet, we are going to 
conquer disease,” he said.

It’s a long way from 
where he started.

Cooper made the first 
public call from a handheld 
portable telephone on a 
Manhattan street on April 
3, 1973, using a prototype 
device that his team at Mo-
torola had started designing 
only five months earlier.

Cooper used the dyna-
TAC phone to famously call 
his rival at Bell labs, owned 
by AT&T. 

It was, literally, the 
world’s first brick phone, 
weighing 2.5 pounds and 
measuring 11 inches. Cooper 
spent the best part of the 
next decade working to 
bring a commercial version 
of the device to market.

The call help kick-start 
the cell phone revolution, 
but looking back on that 
moment 50 years later, “we 
had no way of knowing this 
was the historic moment,” 
Cooper said.

“The only thing that I 
was worried about: ‘Is this 
thing going to work?’ And it 
did,” he said Monday.

While blazing a trial for 

the wireless communica-
tions industry, he hoped 
that cell phone technology 
was just getting started.

Cooper said he’s “not 
crazy” about the shape 
of modern smartphones, 
blocks of plastic, metal and 
glass. He thinks phones will 
evolve so that they will be 
“distributed on your body,” 
perhaps as sensors “measur-
ing your health at all times.” 
Batteries could even be 
replaced by human energy.

“The human body is 
the charging station, right? 
You ingest food, you cre-
ate energy. Why not have 
this receiver for your ear 
embedded under your skin, 
powered by your body?” he 
imagined.

Cooper also acknowl-
edged there’s a dark side 
to advances — the risk to 
privacy and to children.

Regulators in europe, 
where there are strict data 
privacy rules, and elsewhere 
are concerned about apps 
and digital ads that track 
user activity, allowing tech 
and digital ad companies 

to build up rich profiles of 
users.

“It’s going to get re-
solved, but not easily,” 
Cooper said. “There are 
people now that can justify 
measuring where you are, 
where you’re making your 
phone calls, who you’re call-
ing, what you access on the 
internet.” 

Smartphone use by 
children is another area that 
needs limits, Cooper said. 
One idea is to have “vari-
ous internets curated for 
different audiences.” Five-
year-olds should be able 
to use the internet to help 
them learn, but “we don’t 
want them to have access to 
pornography and to things 
that they don’t understand,” 
he said.

The inspiration for 
Cooper’s cell phone idea was 
not the personal communi-
cators on “Star Trek,” but 
comic strip detective dick 
Tracy’s radio wristwatch. 
As for his own phone use, 
Cooper says he checks email 
and does online searches for 
information to settle dinner 
table arguments.

However, “there are 
many things that I have not 
yet learned,” he said. “I still 
don’t know what TikTok is.”

Marty Cooper, the inventor of first commercial mobile phone, 
poses for the press with a Motorola DynaTAC 8000x at the Mobile 
World Congress 2023 in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Feb. 27, 2023. 
The four-day show kicks off Monday in a vast Barcelona confer-
ence center. It’s the world’s biggest and most influential meeting 
for the mobile tech industry.

I-addiction
● Besides worrying about 
the erosion of privacy, 
Martin Cooper, credited 
with inventing the cell 
phone, also acknowl-
edged the negative side 
effects that come with 
smartphones and social 
media, such as internet 
addiction and making it 
easy for children to 
access harmful content.
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Masterful Musa claims telling 5* win 
on LGCT Doha 2023 opening day

FRIDay, MaRCH 3, 2023

Nathan Lyon  
scalps eight,  
Australia on  
verge of victory  
at Indore
paGe 10

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

The opening day of the three-
day Longines Global Champi-
ons Tour Doha 2023 kicked off 
in spectacular style with 53 rid-
ers from 19 different countries 
taking to Al Shaqab’s incredible 
Longines Arena on Thursday. 
Competition is fierce and spec-
tators were treated to a thrilling 
display of sport and horseman-
ship throughout the day.

LGCT of Doha Day 1 saw a 
host of classes throughout the 
day where the best of 3* and 
5* riders, coupled with some 
of the most impressive young 
talent from Qatar in the Chil-
dren’s National Class take to Al 
Shaqab’s Longines Arena. 

honoured by her excel-
lency Sheikha Al Mayassa bint 
hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, 
Chair of the Board of Trus-
tees of Qatar Museums, the 
15 young riders posting clear 
rounds in the Children’s class 
an impressive performance 
with all eyes in the brilliant 
line up.

The CSI 5* 1.45m speed 
class saw a collection of blis-
tering times as riders fought 
it out for top podium posi-
tion. Ultimately taking the 
win Francisco Jose Mesquita 
Musa aboard Carte de Blue 
PS Marathon posted a time of 
55.62 seconds, 2.41 seconds 
ahead of emanuele Gaudiano 
and Crack Balou.

Rounding out the podium 
in third place was young tal-
ent Lily Attwood with her Ka-
ribou horta, just 0.08 seconds 
behind Gaudiano in second. 
Speaking of his win, Musa 
commented on his impressive 
partner in Carte de Blue PS 
Marathon: “I am really happy, 
he jumped amazing today. My 
horse is natural at faster… 
emmanuel he was fast, and 
usually my horse makes the 
same strides in the lines as 
him, but today my horse was a 
little bit faster.”

Kicking off the season in 
style, Lily Attwood commented 
on her first LGCT 5* podium 
finish this year: “It’s so ex-
citing to be here in Doha, Al 
Shaqab is an incredible venue 
with brilliant facilities – it is a 
spectacular show to be part of. 
My horses are jumping fantas-
tically, and I can’t for the GCL 
competition tomorrow”.

With 17 horse and rider 
combinations leaving all rails 
standing around the flowing 
Ulliano Vezzani built track, 
the pressure was on. Just over 
10 seconds separated the top 
10 riders, providing a master-
class on tactics and sportsman-
ship for spectators from many 
unique dining experiences and 
hospitality locations around 
the arena.

The first round of the GCL 
team competition will begin at 
3pm on Friday with all teams 
looking to secure a coveted po-
dium position to grant them-
selves a head start for the 2023 
season. Saturday will see the 
highly anticipated Longines 

Global Champions Tour Grand 
Prix of Doha kick off at 6pm, 
with riders vying for the win as 
well as the first golden ticket to 
the LGCT Super Grand Prix at 
the GC Prague Playoffs.

With the new weekend for-
mat introduced in Doha, the 
16-team strong starting grid 
are in the final stages of their 
preparations ahead of Friday’s 
competition. 

Following his win in the 
CSI 3* 2 Phase 1.45m earlier 
on Thursday Riyadh Blue’s 
Ramsy Al Dulhami spoke of 
his team’s debut season: “It is 
great to be back at the Longines 
Global Champions Tour, the 
best shows in the world. We are 

off to a good start with today’s 
win. For the GCL teams league, 
Riyadh Blue is a new team this 
year, and we are going to start 
slow and build as the season 
progresses.”
Results 
CSI5* -  Against the clock; 
Height: 1.45 m
1. horse: Carte de Blue PS 
Marathon; Rider: Francisco 
José Mesquita Musa (BRa); 
Time 55.52 secs; Prize money: 
€6,550
2. Crack Balou; Emanuele Gaudi-
ano (ITa); 57.93 secs; €5,240
3. Karibou horta; Lily attwood 
(GBR); 58.01 secs; €3930
CSI5* two phases; Height: 
1.45m

1. horse: Cornets Iberio; Rider: 
Denis Lynch (IRL); Time: 25.43 
secs; Prize money: €2200
2. Calizi; henrik von Eckermann 
(SWE); 27.43 secs; €1760 
3. Toulini olympic; Edwina Tops-
alexander (aUS); 30.28 secs; 
€1320
CSI3* two phases; Height: 
1.45m
1. horse: Manola LS la Silla; 
Rider: Ramzy al Duhami (KSa) 
Time: 23.95 secs; Prize money: 
€8646 
2. I; ali al Khorafi (KUW); 25.60 
secs; €5240 
3. happyness; Ibrahim hani 
Bisharat (JoR); 25.94 secs; 
€3930 
CSI3* Two phases special; 
Height: 1.35m

1. horse: D Saucedo; Rider: 
Mohammed Saeed haidan (QaT); 
33.91 secs; €1250 
2. Steyburn; Faleh Suwead al 

ajami (QaT); 34.62 secs; €1000 
3. ambre de Beaufour; Saeed 
hamad Juma  (QaT) 34.78 secs; 
€750

Her Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad Al Thani, Chair of the Board of Trustees of Qatar Museums, crowned the most impressive young talent from Qatar in the Children’s National 3* and 5* Class on the opening 
day of the  Longines Global Champions Tour Doha 2023 at Al Shaqab’s Longines Arena on Thursday.

Sheikh Nawaf bin Nasser Al Thani, a member of Al Shaqab’s board of directors, poses with CSI5* two phases 
1.45m podium winners.

Haidan Mohammed Saeed A M of Qatar astride D Saucedo in action in 
CSI3* 1.35m at Al Shaqab on Thursday.

Brazil’s Francisco Jose Mesquita Musa astride Carte de Blue PS Marathon jumps clear during the CSI5* 1.45m speed class at the Longines Global Champions Tour at Longines Arena at 
Al Shaqab on Thursday. (Stefano Grasso / LGCT-GCL)

CSI3* Two phases special 1.35m National riders - winner Mohamed 
Saeed Haidan, runner-up Faleh Suwead Al Ajami and third-placed 
Saeed Hamad Juma pose with an official.
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Al Duhail beat Al Arabi 3-1 
in their Week 16 match of the 
QNB Stars league 2022-2023 
season at the Al Duhail Stadi-
um on Thursday.

It was a keen tussle between 
two strong teams – one ensur-
ing to stay at the top while the 
other trying to claim the nume-
ro uno spot.

The Red Knights however 
proved strong with Nam Tae-
hee (7th minute), Almoez Ali 
(37th minute) and Michael 
Olunga (90+2 minute) scoring 
for them.

For Al Arabi the sole suc-
cessful strike came from Ha-
mid Ismail in the 25th minute.

Al Arabi were also reduced 
to 10-man after Omar Al So-
mah received a red card for his 
tackle against Youssef Ayman 
of Al Duhail while going for a 
header in the 78th minute.

The valuable win saw Al 
Duhail take their lead at the top 
of the rankings to four points, 
having a total of 35 points from 
14 matches while Al Arabi stay 
second with 31 points from 15 
games.

Al Duhail got into busi-
ness straightaway at the start 
with their South Korean striker 
Nam Tae-hee, who was left un-
marked, making the most of 
a Ferjani Sassi assist to score 
from the left. The opening goal 
delighted several Al Duhail 
fans at the stadium.

Al Arabi replied with a fine 
goal from Ismail, who latched 

on to a fine high ball from Helal 
Mohamed before controlling it 
and moving past a defender to 
beat the rival goalkeeper. The 
equalizer brought the Al Arabi 
fans to their feet at the stadium.

The joy was however 
shortlived as twelve minutes 
later a defensive lapse saw the 
ball go towards a waiting Al-
moez Ali, who gleefully short 
from the right to give Al Duhail 
the lead.

The second half saw intense 
battle between the two sides 
and slew of yellow cards were 
flashed.

Al Arabi tried hard but they 
could not break the rival de-

fence.
In the 89th minute, Mo-

hamed Ismail of Al Duhail had 
a shy at the goal but his not so 
strong kick was cut off by a de-
fender.

In the end, Almoez won 
the ball in a challenge to Marc 
Muniesa and ran down from 
the centre line to beat the lone 
goalkeeper for more joy to Al 
Duhail fans.

Al Rayyan and Umm Salal 
in thrilling 1-1 draw
Al Rayyan and Umm Salal 
played out a thrilling 1-1 draw 
in their Week 16 match of QNB 
Stars league 2022-2023 sea-

son at the Al Sadd Stadium on 
Thursday.

While Umm Salal rallied to 
overcome the one goal deficit 
and hold Al Rayyan to a draw, 
the match produced many ex-
citing moments and close fin-
ishes. Both sides however had 
to be content with a point each 
in the end.

Yohan Boli had put Al Rayy-
an ahead with a goal in the 25th 
minute before Umm Salal hit 
back in the second half, scoring 
through Yassen Al Bakhit in the 
70th minute.

Umm Salal goalkeeper 
Khalifa Ababacar stood out 
with his sterling goalkeep-

ing where he not only denied 
Al Rayyan a goal in the added 
time but earlier in the 78th 
minute saved a penalty strike 
from Boli.

Umm Salal displayed free 
flowing attacking play at the start 
and had some good half chances 
but they lacked a good finish.

Al Shamal thrash  
Qatar SC 3-0 
Al Shamal defeated Qatar SC 
3-0 at the Al Duhail Stadium 
on Thursday.

Yacine Bammou (38th 
minute), Amjad Atwan (73rd 
minute) and Matias Nani 
(86th minute penalty) scored 
the goals as Al Shamal moved 

on to 14 points from as many 
matches following their fourth 
victory.

Qatar SC remained on 23 
points after suffering their 
sixth defeat.

It may be recalled that Qa-
tar SC had beaten Al Shamal 
1-0 in the first leg of 2022-2023 
season QNB Stars league.

Wesam Rizik-coached Al 
Shamal, who had played out a 
goalless draw with Al Wakrah 
in their postponed match from 
Week 8 after losing 2-3 to Al 
Gharafa in Week 15, thus com-
pensated for the dropped points.

Qatar SC had an upper 
hand initially, but could not 
translate that into a goal.

QNB Stars League: Al Duhail beat Al Arabi to 
stay on top; Al Shamal thrash Qatar SC 3-0

Hamilton denies retirement 
suggestion ahead of F1
season opener

dpa
STaTS Perform

leWIS Hamilton rebuffed sug-
gestions the 2023 season will 
be his final year in Formula 
One and is adamant he will be 
at Mercedes next season.

The seven-time champion 
is in the final year of his con-
tract with the team, who are 
expected to be off the pace of 
rivals Red Bull in the hunt for 
the championship.

Speculation that Hamilton 
will walk away from the sport 
has persisted ever since a con-
troversial conclusion to the 
2021 season, when Max Ver-
stappen pipped him to the title 
in Abu Dhabi.

Hamilton returned to the 
grid for 2022, although Mer-
cedes struggled and lost their 
constructors’ championship 
crown to Red Bull, and is set 
for a 17th season in F1 in 2023.

The Brit is not set for a 
swansong, as he hit back at 
claims from former F1 drivers 
Jenson Button and Damon Hill 
that he will retire following the 
campaign.

“It is ultimately people cre-

ating rumours without facts, 
and it is never helpful. You 
would have thought that they 
[Hill and Button] would both 
know me by now,” he told re-
porters ahead of the opening 
race of the season in Bahrain.

“I have been with Mercedes 
since I was 13, and last year we 
had a difficult year, but I am 
still here, and whether or not 
we have a difficult year this 
year, I will still be here.

“I am a fighter, and we fight 
as a team. I love the challenge 
of finding solutions and I still 
believe I am able to put the 
car in places that perhaps oth-
ers are not able to. I love that 
challenge. “Of course, I wish 
we started the season with a 
great car, but it is the journey 
that really counts.” Negotia-
tions over a new contract for 
Hamilton are continuing, with 
the 38-year-old confident an 
agreement will be reached.

“There is no hold-up with 
our contract. I have always 
been very, very relaxed and I 
don’t feel like I have to get it 
done right this second. I am in 
a very fortunate position,” he 
added.

Action from the Al Duhail vs Al Arabi QNB Stars League Week 16 clash played at the Al Duhail Stadium on 
Thursday. Al Duhail won 3-1.

Al Duhail players celebrate one of their three goals against Al Arabi.

QREC 38th RACE MEEtING: LoyALty Cup foR LAyEQ 

Jockey Jerome Moutard and Khalifa bin Sheail KH J Al Kuwari’s Layeq 
teamed up to win the Loyalty Cup during Qatar Racing and Equestrian 
Club’s 38th Race Meeting at Al Rayyan Racecourse on Thursday. The 
pair won yesterday’s feature - 1750m Graduation for 4YO Local Pure-
bred Arabians – by four and a half lengths to grab top honours.

Australia close in on victory at Indore
agencies

InDore

AUSTRAlIA are on the verge 
of victory inside three days in 
the third Test against India af-
ter Nathan lyon claimed eight 
for 64 at the Holkar Stadium 
on Thursday, reports BBC.com.

Following a first-innings 
score of 109, India were dis-
missed for 163 in their second 
go.

Australia need just 76 to 
win - but have to score them on 
a pitch where 30 wickets have 
fallen within two days.

Victory for Australia would 
secure their place in the final of 
the World Test Championship 
in June.

India lead the four-Test se-
ries 2-0 after big wins in Delhi 
and Nagpur, and they know 
a 3-1 series win or better will 
guarantee their place in the 
World Test Championship final 
at The Oval.

The second day began with 
Australia resuming on 156-
4, and after overnight batters 
Cameron Green and Peter 
Handscomb added 30 to the 
total, the tourists lost their last 
six wickets for 11 runs to fold 
for 197.

It left Australia with a lead 
of 88 and lyon wrecked India’s 

top order before they could 
erase their deficit.

He removed both openers, 
Shubman Gill and Rohit Shar-
ma, before dismissing Ravin-
dra Jadeja, while Matthew 
Kuhnemann claimed the prized 
wicket of Virat Kohli (13).

Only Cheteshwar Pujara 

(59) resisted to keep India in 
the contest, but a superb one-
handed catch from stand-in 
captain Steve Smith at leg slip 
dismissed him off lyon’s bowl-
ing.

“It’s a difficult pitch to bat 
on. I hope we’ll be able to bowl 
them out,” Pujara said.

“I know it’s not enough. 
Seventy-five may look like it’s 
not too many, but still, there is 
a chance.”

Scores: India 109 & 163: Pujara 
59; Lyon 8-64 vs Australia 197: 
Khawaja 60; Jadeja 4-78.
India lead Australia by 75 runs.

Australia’s players congratulate their teammate Nathan Lyon (3L) after he took eight wickets on the second 
day of the third Test cricket against India at the Holkar Stadium in Indore on Thursday. (afP) 
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Goodyear takes one-shot lead at 
Qatar Open Amateur golf C’ship
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England’s Reece goodyear 
surged into one-shot lead af-
ter the opening round of 37th 
edition Qatar Open amateur  
golf Championship that got 
underway at doha golf Club 
on Thursday. 

goodyear shot an even-
par 72 as golfers struggled on 
a windy course, giving away 
most strokes on a fast green. 

south-Korea born Rus-
sian daniil sokolov – a doha 
resident – who is only 12 
years old also got off to a fine 
start as he sits on joint second 
with Welsh player Joe Jones, 
returning with a card of one-
over-par 73, hoping to take 
lead in the second round. 

another Welshman James 
nash emerged third with two-
over-par 74 in the opening 
round followed by dinesh Ku-
mar, sam Epstein and Myles 
Taylor, who carded 75 on the 
inaugural day. 

Pakistan’s Omar Khalid 
Hussain, Matias Camberos, 
greg McClure, Jake Wiltshire 
and Phil Park were joint fifth 
with identical cards of 76 – 
four strokes behind leader 
goodyear. 

Qatar’s saleh ali al Kaabi 
and ali al shahrani – win-
ner of the 2021 edition – shot 
five-over-par 77 on the first 
day.   

a total of 126 players in-
cluding nine Qatari golfers 
are taking part in the event 
that offers a coveted Com-
mercial Bank Qatar Masters 
berth to the winner. 
 
Top Scores: 1: 72: Reece 
Goodyear; 73: Joe Jones, Daniil 
Sokolov; 74: James Nash; 75: 
Dinesh Kumar, Sam Epstein, 
Myles Taylor; 76: Greg McClure, 
Matias Camberos, omar Khalid, 
Jake Wiltshire, Phill Park.

Reece Goodyear of England (centre) at the start of the 37th edition of Qatar Open Amaterur Golf Champion-
ship at the Doha Golf Club on Thursday.
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TOP shooters from around the 
world will once again descend 
at the lusail shooting Com-
plex in Qatar to vie for the top 
honours in the ten-day (March 
4-13) exciting IssF World Cup 
shotgun doha 2023.

The championship, organ-
ized by the Qatar shooting & 
archery association (Qsaa) 
under the auspices of the Inter-
national shooting sport Feder-
ation (IssF) has attracted 466 
shooters from 63 nations.

The IssF World Cup shot-
gun doha 2023 is second of a 
series of 12 tournaments being 
held in 11 countries.

announcing the event at a 
press conference on Thursday, 
deputy general Manager of the 
Championship Jassim shaheen 
al sulaiti said that Qsaa and 
the lusail shooting Complex is 
all set to host the high-profile 
tournament. “lusail shoot-
ing range is ready to host this 
World Cup. We have been pre-
paring for it for the last three 
months. We hosted the Qatar 
Open a few weeks ago as prepa-
ration and to see how ready we 
are for this competition. and 
we hope that we can deliver a 
good competition and make 
everyone proud,” he said.

al saulaiti added: “IssF 
World Cup shotgun doha 
2023 is one of 12 tournaments 
which take place around the 
world. The finals will take place 
in december. gold medalists 
from each World Cup during 
the season will play in the final. 

This World Cup doesn’t serve 
as a qualification round for the 
Olympic games, but it help 
players get their ratings up so 
they can win the qualification 
to the Olympics by number of 
points,” al sulaiti said.

also present on the occa-
sion were abdullah ali al Ham-
madi, Chairman of the Techni-
cal Committee,  and Hamad 
Yousef al Obaidly, Chairman of 
the Media Committee.

Hosts Qatar, who will have 
five shooters in each of the 
skeet and trap categories for 
men and women, are aiming 
for for a number of podium 
finishes, said al sulaiti. Qatar’s 
Olympian Rashid al athba and 
female shooter Reem al shar-
shani are among the top draws.

“The expectation of Qatari 
shooters at home and outside 
home is always, always to be 
on the podium. Especially, we 

have Reem al sharshani who 
just won a silver medal at the 
recent asian Championships. 
One of our shooters, al athba 
has already qualified for the 
Olympics and has also won 
a bronze medal at the World 
Championships in Croatia few 
months ago. We have another 
shooter who got fourth in the 
World Championship. We are 
always on the podium or close 
to the podium, so when it’s at 

home here, we always hope to 
get the best result possible,” 
stressed al sulaiti.

“Qatari shooters are actu-
ally having a very heavy schedule 
since the last month. They played 
in five competitions. so they 
are getting ready for the asian 

games which will be hosted by 
Qatar and for the Olympics in 
Paris next year. The asian games 
is very important. It’s the Olym-
pics of asia. so we love to com-
pete with our neighbours and it’s 
always a fun and good environ-
ment to be in,” al sulaiti added.

World stars from 63 nations, top Qatar shooters 
for ISSF World Cup Shotgun Doha 2023

Yulo of the Philippines 
qualifies for vault and 

parallel bars finals
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

FORMER world champion 
Carlos Yulo of the Philippines 
impressed in the men’s vault 
qualifiers at the 15th FIg artis-
tic gymnastics World Cup here 
on Thursday.

The Mag (floor, pommel 
horse and still rings) and Wag 
(vault and uneven bars) finals 
will be held on Friday from 
4pm.

The 23-year-old Filipino, 
who qualified for the floor ex-
ercise on Wednesday, tallied 
14.800 to top the chart in vault.

after his unimpressive 
start last week in the World 
Cup series in Cottbus, ger-
many, where he could win just 
a bronze on the parallel bars, 
Yulo seemed to have found his 
lost touch and confidence in 
the Qatari capital.

Reigning men’s world 
champion armenia’s artur 
davtyan also qualified for the 
finals. 

The 30-year-old, who won 
the gold last week at the Cott-
bus edition, was confidence 
personified in his execution 
and landing (14.766)

With Yulo in shimmering 
form, it remains to be seen how 
davtyan soaks up the pressure 
in the final.

Yulo also qualified for 
the parallel bars along with 
Ukraine’s Illia Kovtun, gold 
medallist in Cottbus, Turkey’s 

Ferhat arican, dilan Jimenez 
giraldo (COl) and Koki Maeda 
(JPn).

China’s reigning Olympic 
champion liu Yang, a firm fa-
vourite to win the men’s rings, 
was ahead of his nearest rivals.

The 28-year-old tallied 
15.333 ahead of Turkey’s reign-
ing world champion adem asil 
(14.900).

Iran’s Mahdi ahmed Koha-
ni, who came third in Cottbus, 
was fifth on the qualification 
chart.

Romania’s Sabrina shines
after qualifying for the wom-
en’s vault final on Wednesday, 
Romania’s sabrina Maneca-
Voinea qualified for two more 
apparatus finals.

The 15-year-old topped the 
women’s floor exercise chart 
(13.266) and came fifth on the 
balance beam qualifier.

sabrina, coached by her 
mother and former Olym-
pic gymnast Camelia Voinea, 
scored 5.5 and 7.766 points in 
difficulty and execution.

Bronze medallist at last 
year’s European Junior artistic 
gymnastics Championships, 
the youngster will look forward 
to win the finals.

Uzbekistan’s dildora aripo-
va, Chiaki Hatakeda (JPn), 
Ruby stacey (gBR), nazanin 
Teymurova (aZE), Ruby Pass 
(aUs), Elina gravin (sWE) and 
Breanna scott (aUs) also made 
it to floor exercise final.
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Deputy General Manager of the Championship Jassim Shaheen Al Sulaiti, Hamad Yousef Al Obaidly,  
Chairman of the Media Committee, and Abdullah Ali Al Hammadi, Chairman of the Technical Committee  
during the press conference at QSAA’s Lusail Shooting Range on Thursday.

Local stars Olympian Rashid Al Athba (above) and female shooter 
Reem Al Sharshani will lead Qatar challenge.

Pakistan’s Omar Khalid in action on the opening day of the Qatar Open Amateur Golf Championship at Doha 
Golf Course on Thursday. Khalid finished joint 5th on the opening day of the three-day event.

Carlos Yulo of the Philippines impressed in the men’s vault qualifiers at 
the 15th FIG Artistic Gymnastics World Cup at Aspire Dome on Thursday.

FIG Artistic Gymnastics 
World Cup - Doha 2023 

Zverev beats Sonego in Dubai for first semi since return from injury
DPA

haNovER

OlYMPIC champion alexan-
der Zverev defeated Italian 
lorenzo sonego 7-5, 6-4 on 
Thursday at the dubai Cham-
pionships to reach a first semi-
final since his return from a 

long-term ankle injury.
germany’s Zverev saved 

three break points in the open-
ing game and then wrapped up 
matters with ace on first match 
point after 1 hour 51 minutes.

“I’m happy to be in my first 
semi-final since the injury. 
Hopefully it won’t be my last and 

hopefully there’s much more to 
come here,” Zverev said.

It’s been a very difficult 
time for me over, I would say, 
the last nine months. I haven’t 
played tennis at all for such a 
long period for the first time in 
my life. It definitely shows that 
the hard work is paying off and 

I’m extremely happy with my 
progress and how I’m playing 
right now.” 

Zverev severe damaged 
his ankle in the French Open 
semi-final against Rafael na-
dal in early June and only re-
turned to action at the begin-
ning of the year.
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The arbitration courts, the speakers explained during the book release, are private courts 
whose main pillar is the autonomy of the parties involved

World’s Best Receptionist Trophy
for Doha-based Romanian 
guest relations supervisor 

German Business Council Qatar 
launches GCC Arbitration Guide 

G
erman Business Coun-
cil Qatar, in collaboration 
with German Industry and 
Commerce Qatar Chapter 
(aHK), recently launched 

‘GCC arbitration Guide’, at the Park 
Hyatt Hotel West Bay Doha.

Present on the occasion were Hen-
ning Zimmermann, chairperson, Ger-
man Business Council Qatar (GBCQ); 
rebecca Krey from aHK; Dr aouni 
almousa; Dr Philipp Stompfe; martin 
Brown; andreas Scherdel of alexander 
& Partner Law Firm; and rita Kauf-
mann from Strohal Legal.

The book has been published by 
the German emirati Joint Council for 
Industry and Commerce (aHK) and al-
exander & Partner. The guide explores 
the existing arbitration laws and rules 
applicable in different GCC countries. 
It highlights the different regulations 
governing each component of an ar-
bitration process from the arbitration 
agreement and initiating the arbitra-
tion process to the enforcement of an 
arbitral award.

Highlighting the differences and 
similarities between the GCC laws on 
each aspect of the arbitration process, 
the guide gives a clear overview and 
analysis of arbitration within GCC.

Oliver alexander is a Certified Law-
yer for International Business Law with 
a Diploma Degree in english Law from 
the University of aberystwyth. Before 
establishing alexander & Partner in 
april 2013, he has had vast experience 
serving in the legal field working with 
multi-billion industrial Preussag Group 
in Hannover (1996-1998), then with al-
attiya Legal Consultant and attorney 
in Doha (1988-2011) and as associated 
Partner at amereller rechtsanwatte in 
Berlin and Doha (2011-13). 

alexander has played key role in 

several major construction and infra-
structure projects in GCC countries, 
especially in Qatar. He has also been 
involved in major investments by arab 
investors in Germany and other euro-
pean countries.

On the occasion of the book release, 
the speakers discussed the importance 
of arbitration which has steadily in-
creased in recent years with more than 
80 % of international contracts provid-
ing for such. They noted how arbitration 
has almost completely replaced state ju-
risdiction in sectors like industrial plant 

construction and the construction in-
dustry in general. arbitration, as a mat-
ter of fact, provides a potentially faster 
and confidential dispute resolution, and 
represents an equivalent alternative to 
state court proceedings.

The arbitration courts, the speak-
ers explained, are private courts whose 
main pillars are the arbitral parties’ au-
tonomy. The parties can thus have their 
disputes decided by experts in the rele-
vant field chosen by them in accordance 
with specially adapted procedural rules.

rOmanIan national ms Bi-
anca alexandra Bogdan, a 
guest relations supervisor 
at mandarian Oriental Ho-

tel, msheireb Downtown Doha, 
has been awarded the World’s  
Best receptionist in 2023 award 
at the aICr (The International 
association of Front Office man-
agers).

The award ceremony was 
held in Doha on Tuesday.

The World’s Best reception-
ist is a global contest allowing 
every receptionist around the 
world to showcase their skills in 
service excellence, front office 
expertise, and passion for hos-
pitality to compete on an inter-
national stage. 

The annual competition held 
by aICr aims to recognise ris-
ing stars in hospitality and ser-
vice excellence and takes place 
face-to-face with a live role-play 

at the heart of the challenge. 
more than 1,000 hoteliers 

from around the world par-
ticipated and only 17 national 
champions were shortlisted for 
the ‘David Campbell Trophy’ in 
the international finals.

martin Schnider, general 
manager of mandarin Orien-
tal Doha, said on the occasion, 
“We are proud of Bianca’s 

achievement to be recognised 
with distinction by the aICr 
on an international level. Our 
colleagues are at the heart  
of our guiding principles and 
ensuring memorable guest ex-
periences.”

mandarin Oriental, Doha is 
an intimate and stylish urban 
retreat located in the centre of 
msheireb Downtown Doha – 
the new lifestyle and cultural 
heart of the city. 

The hotel blends chic and 
contemporary design with 
touches of Qatari heritage, 
bringing new levels of luxury to 
Qatar. 

Designed by the world-re-
nowned David Collins Studio, 
the hotel’s 117 rooms, 41 suites 
and 91 serviced apartments 
blend an elegant, contemporary 
design with subtle elements of 
traditional Qatari heritage.

(From left) Martin Brown, Rita Kaufmann, Andreas Scherdel and Rebecca Krey

A group picture on the occasion

Philipp Stompfe

Henning Zimmermann speaks at the event.

Dr Aouni Al Mousa

The World’s Best Receptionist 
is a global contest allowing 
every receptionist around the 
world to showcase their 
skills in service excellence, 
front office expertise, and 
passion for hospitality to 
compete on an international 
stage. 

The book has been published by 
the German Emirati Joint Council 
for Industry and Commerce (AHK) 
and Alexander & Partner. The guide 
explores the existing arbitration 
laws and rules applicable in differ-
ent GCC countries. It highlights the 
different regulations governing 
each component of an arbitration 
process from the arbitration agree-
ment and initiating the arbitration 
process to the enforcement of an 
arbitral award.
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Sheikha Hind attends opening night of QF’s SHOWTIME!

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Her excellency Sheikha 
Hind bint Hamad Al Thani, 
vice-chairperson and CeO of 
Qatar Foundation, attended 
the opening performance of 
SHOWTIMe! 2023, a musical 
showcase created by students, 
teachers, and staff members 
from across Qatar Founda-
tion’s Pre-University educa-
tion schools.

Titled ‘Musicals at the 
Movies’, the production sees 
participants perform hits 
from shows such as Alad-
din, Grease, The Sound of 
Music and Anastasia, as well 
as debut an original song in 
english and Arabic by Qatari 
composer Dana Al Fardan 
called ‘Now or Never’. 

“SHOWTIMe! 2023 has 
been an incredible experi-
ence, for all the students and 
staff members involved,” said 
Fatima el Mahdi, manager of 
Student enrichment, Qatar 
Foundation. “We are incred-

ibly grateful to the vision of 
Director Chris Piper and his 
creative team – inspiring 
such a high level of excel-
lence, passion and dedication 
in the performers in just two 
months.   

“This year, we are intro-
ducing and interpreting mu-

sicals at the movies through 
our eyes, including an Arabic 
twist on four of the songs. 
And featuring the debut of 
the Arabic and english song 
‘Now or Never’ by Dana Al 
Fardan has been an incred-
ible honour. 

“Of the cast members, 

44 have never been a part of 
musical theatre before. We 
hope that musical theatre 
will continue to grow in Qa-
tar Foundation schools and 
beyond. Our hearts are truly 
full tonight.”

Nujoud Al Malki, one of 
the audience members, said: 

“As an aunt, seeing my nieces 
on stage singing and dancing 
with love and passion was 
one of the happiest moments 
of my life. This was amazing. 
I couldn’t be more excited to 
see my nieces and their tal-
ented classmates perform in 
SHOWTIMe! again.”

Lina Al Assaf, aged 10, at-
tended the show to support 
her friend who was perform-
ing. “I have never experienced 
anything like SHOWTIMe! 
before,” she said. “The energy, 
the music, the passion of the 
performers – it was all so in-
credible. I was on the edge of 
my seat the entire time - this 
was a night I will never forget.”

Fatima Al Ansari, one 
of the audience members, 
said: “I never expected to see 
such an amazing level of tal-
ent from the Qatar Founda-
tion students and teachers. 
SHOWTIMe! was a complete 
surprise, with performances 
that blew me away and left 
me in awe. The passion and 
dedication of these young per-
formers is truly inspiring.”

The creative team for the 
show is led by Chris Piper, 
with Qatar Philharmonic Or-
chestra providing support. 
SHOWTIMe! is being held 
in the PUe Theater in educa-
tion City and will conclude on 
March 4.

Qatar participates in naM contact Group’s suMMit-level MeetinG on coviD-19 panDeMic

‘over 80 countries received medical aid from Qatar during coviD-19’
QnA
Baku

THe State of Qatar participat-
ed in a summit-level meeting 
of the Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) Contact Group in re-
sponse to COVID-19, which 
was held yesterday in the capi-
tal of the republic of Azerbai-
jan, Baku.

The State of Qatar was 
represented at the meeting by 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs He Sultan bin Saad Al 
Muraikhi.

In the statement of the 
State of Qatar during the meet-
ing, He the Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs expressed 
Qatar’s sincere appreciation to 
the republic of Azerbaijan for 
the kind invitation to partici-
pate in the meeting.

He said the State of Qatar 
appreciates the efforts and the 
pioneering role of the republic 
of Azerbaijan in chairing the 
Non-Aligned Movement coun-
tries, and giving attention to 
strengthening the movement’s 
role in addressing the global 
health crisis represented by the 

coronavirus pandemic, which 
still occupies an interest on the 
global agenda.

His excellency said that 
the meeting was taking place 
at a time when the coronavi-
rus pandemic is still placing 
great burdens on the ability of 
many countries to respond and 
recover from the multifaceted 
negative impacts of the pan-
demic, pointing out that these 
challenges have emphasised 
the depth of interdependence 
and integration between coun-
tries.

His excellency explained 
that the efforts of the State of 
Qatar were not limited to the 
national level based on its 
well-known policy of coopera-
tion and partnership with the 
international community, and 
said that the State of Qatar did 
not hesitate to do what was 
dictated by its humanitarian 
duty.  It played a distinguished 
humanitarian role to sup-
port countries in confronting 
the pandemic, especially the 
countries of the Non-Aligned 
Movement. Since the begin-
ning of the crisis, it has provid-

ed urgent medical aid to more 
than 80 countries around the 
world to help them deal with 
the pandemic.

His excellency pointed 
out the keenness of the State 
of Qatar to make tireless ef-
forts to mitigate the impact of 
the pandemic, especially on 
the most vulnerable peoples 
and societies, and said that the 
Qatar Fund for Development 
has continued to expand its re-
sponse and provided more than 

USD 140 million for the ben-
efit of multilateral health care 
institutions and programmes 
such as COVAX. He added that 
in 2021, the Fund contributed 
more than USD 551 million to 
development projects and hu-
manitarian aid in cooperation 
with its strategic partners.

His excellency noted that 
this meeting almost coincides 
with the Fifth United Nations 
Conference on the Least De-
veloped Countries, which the 

State of Qatar will be honoured 
to host in Doha from 5-9 March 
2023.

His excellency said that 
the Doha Programme of Action 
for the Least Developed Coun-
tries paid special attention to 
the effects of the pandemic on 
the least developed countries, 
most of which are members of 
the Non-Aligned Movement. 
The Doha Programme consti-
tutes a transformational road-
map for bringing about the 
desired change and building 
resilient societies, especially in 
the framework of the impor-
tant and ambitious measures, 
initiatives and commitments 
it entails, and it will be the first 
work programme to address 
the challenges associated with 
the repercussions of the coro-
navirus on the least developed 
countries.

His excellency affirmed the 
State of Qatar’s commitment 
to preparing and providing all 
requirements for the success of 
holding the conference, so that 
it would be a landmark and 
transformative event to sup-
port the aspirations of the least 

developed countries.
He renewed his thanks 

to the republic of Azerbai-
jan for the initiative to hold 
this important meeting, and 
said: “We salute the political 
will expressed by participants 
today, which highlights the 
importance of international 
cooperation to combat the pan-
demic, and stresses the need 
more than ever to strengthen 
solidarity and multilateral ac-
tion as the best way forward 
to face challenges, rebuild and 
recover.

His excellency stressed the 
keenness of the State of Qatar 
to continue with initiatives and 
contributions that contribute 
to alleviating the burdens of 
crises and common challenges.

He Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs added that the 
State of Qatar will remain fully 
committed to playing a valu-
able role in this important and 
vital global endeavour, and 
Qatar looks forward to fruitful 
discussions and that the work 
of this meeting will be crowned 
with success and the achieve-
ment of the desired goals.

HE Sultan bin Saad Al Muraikhi
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PM ATTENDS ITAS CONFERENCE AT UDST

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani on Thursday attended the first edition of the International Conference on Innovation and Technological Advances for Sustain-
ability (ITAS) at the University of Doha for Science and Technology (UDST). During the conference, the prime minister watched a documentary on innovation and sustainability in Qatar and the most important progress 
and technological developments that contribute to economic, social and environmental development. He also honoured the winners of ITAS Arab Youth Competition 2023. The prime minister also inaugurated the 
conference’s exhibition, which aims to display the latest international technologies used in the field of technology and engineering provided by participating companies and institutions. The conference was attended by 
a number of ministers, senior officials of participating state ministries and authorities, and representatives of local and regional companies. (QNA)

R&D essential to ensure sustainable environment: Minister
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

Qatar believes in the value of 
research and development to 
ensure a sustainable environ-
ment, Minister of Environment 
and Climate Change HE Sheikh 
Dr Faleh bin Nasser bin ahmed 
bin ali al thani has said.

“the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Climate Change en-
courages research and the use 
of technological advances to 
protect the environment,” he 
said, while delivering the open-
ing speech at the International 
Conference on Innovation and 
technological advances for Sus-
tainability (ItaS). the confer-
ence was organised by the Uni-
versity of Doha for Science and 
technology (UDSt), under the 
patronage and in the presence 
of Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin abdulaziz al thani.

“We believe in the value 
of research and development 
for sustaining the environ-
ment.  Our action comes in 
line with Qatar National Strat-
egy for the Environment and 
Climate Change and the Qa-
tar National Plan for Climate 
Change, where technology and 

research are highlighted as 
powerful tools for execution. 
Undoubtedly, innovation pro-
vides solutions that keep Qatar 
environmentally sustainable,” 
the minister added.

the conference was organ-
ised in collaboration with Insti-
tute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers (IEEE), USa.

the opening ceremony was 
also attended by UDSt Board 
of trustees’ Chairman HE Dr 
Mohammed bin Saleh al-Sada; 
Dr Salem al-Naemi, president 
of UDSt;  UDSt Board mem-
bers; senior officials from Qatar 
and abroad; experts in the fields 
of food security, environment, 
energy, economy and digital 
technologies; academics, re-
searchers and students; and rep-
resentatives from government 
authorities and UDSt partners. 
HE Sheikha alya bint ahmed al 
thani, permanent representa-
tive of Qatar to the United Na-
tions; and Haoliang Xu, UN as-
sistant secretary-general, UNDP 
assistant administrator and Di-
rector of Bureau for Policy and 
Programme Support, attended 
the event virtually.

the conference is a premier 
forum for researchers, academ-
ics, students, policymakers, in-

dustry leaders and government 
officials to explore new ideas, 
techniques and tools to imple-
ment the United Nations Sus-
tainable Development Goals 
(UN-SDGs) in our societies and 
to ensure a sustainable future 
for upcoming generations.

On the sidelines of the con-
ference, the prime minister in-
augurated the ItaS exhibition 
highlighting the initiatives and 
projects that UDSt, its partners 
and industry leaders are putting 
in place to advance sustainabil-
ity in Qatar and the World.

ItaS is closely aligned with 
Qatar National Vision 2030 
and seeks to develop a pathway 
to improve sustainable devel-

opment by introducing and 
adopting novel ideas, innovative 
solutions and advanced state-
of-the-art technologies, and to 
come up with opportunities and 
policy recommendations that 
will enhance and achieve the 
goal of a sustainable society.

In his speech, Dr Salem al-
Naemi said: “Qatar has demon-
strated a strong commitment 
to the 2030 agenda for Sus-
tainable Development. this is 
reflected in the Qatar National 
Vision which aims to transform 
the country into an advanced 
society capable of achieving sus-
tainable development by 2030. 
UDSt is proud to be the first na-
tional applied university in the 

country, and we affirm our com-
mitment to sustainability which 
is rooted in our curricula.”

Five internationally re-
nowned academics and research-
ers in the fields of innovation, 
technology and sustainability 
participated in the conference: 
Prof Kamal Youcef-toumi from 
Mechanical Engineering Depart-
ment Massachusetts Institute of 
technology, Cambridge, USa; 
Dr Nazia Mintz Habib research 
Centre Director University of 
Cambridge, UK; Prof Belgacem 
Haba, Vice President of adeia 
Silicon Valley, USa; Prof Mo-
hamed Lachemi, President & 
Vice-Chancellor toronto Met-
ropolitan University, Canada;  
and Prof rehan Sadiq, Prov-
ost and VP academic, UBC 
Okanagan, University of British 
Columbia, Canada.

ItaS covered five tracks, 
including Environment and 
Climate Change, Food Secu-
rity and Sustainability, as well 
as renewable Energy Sources, 
Digital technologies for Sus-
tainable Development and Ca-
pacity Building and Innovative 
Solutions for Sustainable De-
velopment.

the international forum 
aimed to deliver a number of 

key messages to showcase sus-
tainable development accom-
plishments and initiatives taken 
by local and international enti-
ties, explore future challenges 
and opportunities in terms of 
achieving sustainable develop-
ment in various sectors and 
application of information tech-
nology and communication for 
sustainable development. 

It is worth noting that UDSt 
hosted the ItaS arab Youth 
Competition 2023, during the 
research and Innovation Week 
that was held on campus prior 
to the conference. the ItaS 
arab Youth Competition 2023 
aimed to develop sustainable 
and practical solutions for arab 
countries, keeping in line with 
the United Nations 17 sustain-
able development goals (SDGs).

the winners of the competi-
tion were Nayara Vivian Huve 
Musskopf and aishah alsamda-
ni, students from Saudi arabia’s 
King abdullah University of Sci-
ence and technology. abdulrh-
man akram Dabour and roza-
na Saad Sukaik,  students from 
Palestine’s al-azhar University, 
became the runners-up, while 
reem al-Naimi and Noreen El 
ahmad, students from UDSt, 
secured the third position.

Dr Salem Al-Naemi, 
President of UDST

Qatar Calendar lists world-class events across country in March
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

HaVING firmly established its 
sporting legacy, Qatar continues 
to bring world championships 
across a range of sports, with 
equestrian, golf and gymnastics 
events all featuring in the latest 
monthly edition of Qatar Cal-
endar (Qatarcalendar.com). In 
addition, the March calendar 
inspires residents to enjoy the 
cool outdoors with two different 
food-themed festivals, a vibrant 
line-up of performances by re-
nowned artists and many more 
family-friendly activities. 

Longines World Show Jumping 
Champions tours (March 2 – 4)

the prestigious equestrian 
sport circuit brings together the 
best riders in an exciting dis-
play of passion, precision, and 
elegance. For fans of the sport 
across the region, the Longines 

World Show Jumping Champi-
ons tour is an opportunity to wit-
ness elite horse riders compete 
against the spectacular backdrop 
of al Shaqab. 

 Coffee tea and Chocolate 
Festival 2023 (March 2 – 11)

this year, the Coffee, tea 
and Chocolate Festival provides 
a platform for local business and 
entrepreneurs to showcase their 
finest offerings. Enthusiasts and 
foodies alike can indulge in a 
variety of specialty coffee, tea 
blends and delicious desserts at 
al Bidda Park. 

 WaGr, Qatar Open amateur 
Golf Championship (March 2 – 4)

the Qatar Open Golf ama-
teur Championship is considered 
one of the oldest tournaments in 
Qatar, dating back to 1983. Since 
then, the Qatar Golf association 
has established the tournament 
as a prestigious event for golf 

players and enthusiasts across 
Qatar. Currently, the tournament 
acts as a qualifying pre-requisite 
to the Qatar Masters, a flagship 
European tour event. 

PaW Patrol Festival (March 2 – 18)
the first ever PaW Patrol Fes-

tival is headed to Place Vendôme 
for a one-of-a-kind show. Brought 
by EventBox in partnership with 
Qatar tourism and Nickelodeon, 

families can celebrate the globally 
loved PaW Patrol franchise with 
hours of interactive and family-
friendly fun. the festival will offer 
visitors a fully immersive experi-
ence including, stage shows, kids’ 
and family activities, meet and 
greet with the PUPS, photo op-
portunities and more.  

assala Concert (March 2)
Brought to you by Qatar 

Live, arab superstar – assala 
Nasri – is back on stage for a live 
performance at the Longines 
World Show Jumping Champi-
ons tour. the concert is one of 
many electrifying performances 
under the umbrella of Qatar 
Live 2023. this year’s season 
previously included exciting 
productions of Disney Princess 
– the Concert, John Legend, 
and angham. 

Nawal Concert (March 3)
Kuwaiti pop-sensation, 

Nawal El Kuwaitia, is headed 
to the al Shaqab indoor arena 
for her own headlining per-
formance. across the GCC, 
Nawal is known for her blend 
of traditional Gulf music with 
a modern twist, coupled with 
a performance characterised 
by powerful vocals and cap-
tivating melodies. as part of 
Qatar Live 2023, Nawal is one 
of many regional talents in this 
year’s dynamic line up. 

Qumra 2023 (March 10 – 15)
Qumra 2023 is an annual 

talent incubator event, hosted 
by the Doha Film Institute. the 
event is designed to foster a 
collaborative environment and 
bring together established fig-
ures in the film industry with 
emerging filmmakers from the 
region and beyond. With an 
integrated focus on promoting 
Qatar’s homegrown talent, it 
has become one of the sector’s 

most anticipated events with re-
warding masterclasses, screen-
ings and workshops. 

Qatar International Food Fes-
tival (March 11 – 21)

In its twelfth year, QIFF is a 
celebration of the global diversity 
in food and beverage offerings 
that can be found in Qatar. With 
chef appearances, live cooking 
demonstrations and food stalls 
from prominent and up and 
coming businesses, QIFF prom-
ises to be abuzz with activity this 
year at the Plaza, Lusail. 

artistic Gymnastics World 
Cup (March 1 – 4)

the 15th artistic Gymnastics 
World Cup will feature a stun-
ning showcase of skill, endur-
ance, and athleticism with elite 
gymnasts from over 50 countries 
competing. the tournament is 
held over the course of four days 
at the aspire Dome. 

AL SHAQAB

Be ready for a melodious evening 
with the artist Assala at Al 
Shaqab.

Assala Concert

02
MAR

PADELIN, AL-SADD 
STADIUM

Witness an exciting padel 
competition in PadelIn at Al Sadd 
Stadium.

FIP Rise DOHA

15
MAR

-
20 MAR

AL BIDDA 
PARK

You will get to enjoy coffee, tea, 
desserts, chocolates, and other 
beverages.

Coffee Tea & Chocolate 
Festival 2023

02
MAR

-
11 MAR

AL SHAQAB

Nawal Al Kuwaitia will perform a 
special concert at Al Shaqab.

Nawal Concert

03
MAR

AL SHAQAB

Join us for the prestigious season 
curtain-raiser at the magnificent Al 
Shaqab Equestrian Centre.

Longines World Show 
Jumping Champions 
Tours

02
MAR

-
4 MAR

DOHA GOLF 
CLUB

Golf championship 37th edition 
at Doha Gulf Club.

WAGR – Qatar Open 
Amateur Championship 
- 37th edition

02
MAR

-
4 MAR

KATARA CULTURAL 
VILLAGE

Qatar Olympic Beach 
Championship 2023 will be held 
in Katara.

Qatar Olympic Beach 
Championship

19
MAR

-
25 MAR

PLACE VENDÔME 
MALL

Nickelodeon’s PAW Patrol is ready 
for action! Are you ready too?

Paw Patrol Festival

02
MAR

-
18 MAR

LUSAIL 
BOULEVARD

Get ready to fall in love with Qatar 
once again through indulgence in 
food and several other activities.

Qatar International 
Food Festival

11
MAR

-
21 MAR

MUSEUM OF ISLAMIC 
ART

A space for new voices in 
cinema.

Qumra

10
MAR

-
15 MAR

GEEKDOM BUILDING, 
LUSAIL BOULEVARD

Your perfect weekend = 
THE GEEKEND is here!

Geekend

16
MAR

-
18 MAR

ASPIRE 

The tournament will gather the 
best gymnasts of the world for 2 
days of competitions.

15th Artistic 
Gymnastics World Cup

13
MAR

-
17 MAR
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