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Sheikh Joaan good wishes for 
Ooredoo Qatar Major Premier 
Padel to continue its success

QNA
Doha

His Excellency sheikh Joaan 
bin Hamad Al Thani, President 
of the Qatar Olympic Commit-
tee, welcomed the Ooredoo Qa-
tar Major - the inaugural Padel 
Premier championship of 2023 
season, saying, “i want the Qa-
tar padel championship to con-
tinue its success as one of the 
most important international 
padel competitions”.

HE sheikh Joaan while 
speaking about the tourna-
ment on Wednesday, said: 
“The competitions currently 
being held at the Khalifa in-
ternational Tennis and squash 
Complex, with the participa-
tion of a group of game stars 
and top ranked players in the 
world, are an indication of the 
great and continuous support 
provided by the state of Qatar 
to padel, just like other increas-
ingly popular sports. His Excel-
lency added: “On this occasion, 
we renew our thanks and grati-
tude to His Highness The Amir 
sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani for the unlimited interest 
and support for Qatari sports 
which has had a great and di-
rect impact on Qatar’s winning 
of hosting many major world 
events and championships an-
nually in various games.”

HE sheikh Joaan indicated 
that the organization of the 
Ooredoo Qatar Major Premier 
Padel comes in line with the vi-
sion of the Qatar Olympic Com-
mittee “to be a pioneering nation 
that brings the world together 
through sustainable sports de-
velopment”... in addition to the 

great spread and popularity of 
the padel in recent years. 

His Excellency the Presi-
dent of the Qatar Olympic 
Committee renewed the com-
mittee’s commitment to pro-
vide full support to the Qatar 
Tennis, squash and Badminton 
Federation in order to organize 
the tournament at the high-
est level within the framework 
of the attention given by the 
committee to all sports tour-
naments held in Qatar, and to 
provide the necessary capabili-
ties to show it in a way that re-
flects Qatar’s leading position 
in the world in terms of organ-
izing major sporting events.

His Excellency sheikh 
Joaan expressed his wishes to 
all the participants and guests 
of the tournament for a pleas-
ant stay in Doha, the capital of 
world sports, and wished them 
all success.

Pleased with Padel Major 
return to Doha: Nasser  
Al Khelaifi
Meanwhile, Nasser Ghanem 

Al Khelaifi, President of the 
Qatar Tennis, squash and 
Badminton Federation, con-
firmed that the hosting of 
Ooredoo Qatar Major Premier 
Padel 2023 is a continuation 
of Qatari sporting successes 
and in light of the unprec-
edented success achieved by 
Qatar during FiFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 

“We are pleased with the 
return of padel, one of the 
fastest growing sports in the 
world, once again to the city of 
Doha, which has become the 
main destination for major 
international sports tourna-
ments and international en-
tertainment events,” he said. 

He pointed out that the 
Premier Padel World Tour 
was launched 12 months ago 
in partnership with the Pro-
fessional Padel Players Asso-
ciation and the international 
Federation of the game, and 
said: “We are very proud of 
what we have all achieved for 
the benefit of padel sport dur-
ing this short period.”

His Excellency Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, President, Qatar  
Olympic Committee.

Navarro and Tello combine  
superb in thrilling action as  

Galan and Lebron also advance
TribuNe News NeTwork

Doha

THrilliNG action continued 
in the Ooredoo Qatar Major 
Premier Padel 2023 tourna-
ment on Wednesday with the 
3rd seeded pair of spaniard 
Francisco Navarro and Argen-
tinian Juan Tello overcoming 
ivan ramirez and Pablo Car-
dona of spain 7-6 (5), 6-0, 6-3 
at the Khalifa international 
Tennis & squash Complex.

The  encounter lasted two 
hours and five minutes.

Also advancing was the 
World No.1 spanish pair of Ale-
jandro Galan and Juan lebron, 
who made it to the round of 
16 beating Daniel Windahl and 
Jose solano 6-3, 6-3.

Galan and lebron needed 
just over one hour to eliminate 
their opponents.  

Number one in both the 
World Padel Tour and Premier 
Padel world rankings, Galan 
and lebron are regarded as the 
best of all time after having fin-
ished three years (2020, 2021 
and 2022) at the top of the 
overall rankings, having won 
numerous high profile tourna-
ments together. 

However, they lost to Fran-
cisco Navarro and Martin Di 
Nenno at the Ooredoo Qatar 
Major title-clash last year be-
fore enjoying an exceptional 
season in which they captured 
two Premier Padel Majors and 
an equal number of Premier 
Padel P1 tournament wins.

Meanwhile, bottom seeds, 
Argentina’s Franco stupaczuk 
and last year’s finalist Di Nenno 

beat spain’s Teodoro Zapata and 
Anton sans 6-2, 6-3 to advance.

Argentinians Fernando 
Belasteguin and Daniel Gut-
ierrez blanked spanish quali-
fiers Jaime Fermosell and Jose 
Jimenez 6-0, 6-0 as all of the 
top four pairs booked their 
spots in the round of 16. 

On Thursday, top seeded 
Galan and lebron will meet 
Miguel Yanguas and Alejan-

dro Arroyo who yesterday beat 
Miguel semmler and Pablo 
lijó 7-6(5), 6-4 in an all span-
ish battle.

in other key clashes lined 
up for the evening, stupaczuk 
and Di Nenno will take on En-
rique Goenaga and Jairo Bau-
tista while Navarro and Tello 
will meet 9th seeds Maximil-
iano sanchez and lucas Cam-
pagnolo.

Spain’s Francisco Navarro in action. Navarro and Argentina’s Juan Tello ad-
vanced with a 7-6(5), 6-0, 6-3 win over Ivan Ramirez and Pablo Cardona of 
Spain at the Khalifa International Tennis & Squash Complex on Wednesday.



Sports

Top Qatar athletes chase  
glory at Senior Arab Judo 

Championships – Doha 2023
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

Qatar’s leading judokas will 
continue their preparations 
for the World Judo Champion-
ships – Doha 2023 when they 
bid for regional glory at the ali 
Bin Hamad al attiyah arena, 
al sadd, this weekend.

the senior arab Judo 
Championships – Doha 2023 
take place on Friday, March 3 
and saturday, March 4 at the 
same state-of-the-art arena 
that will host the World Judo 
Championships – Doha 2023 
in May.

around 300 judokas are 
expected with participants 
entering from Qatar, Egypt, 

United arab Emirates, Jordan, 
Djibouti, Bahrain, Morocco, 
algeria, Iraq, tunisia, Kuwait, 
syria, and Lebanon in action. 
the event will be used as a 
test event for the World Judo 
Championships – Doha 2023, 
which takes place from May 
7-14.

abdulhadi almarri, Mar-
keting, Communication, Open-
ing & Closing Ceremonies Com-
mittee Director for the World 
Judo Championships – Doha 
2023 said: “We are proud to 
have been awarded the World 
Judo Championships – Doha 
2023, and this weekend pro-
vides the perfect test event to 
prepare for it. Delegates from 
the International Judo Federa-

tion will be attending, and we 
are confident it will be a hugely 
successful championship.”

team Qatar has announced 
the six Judoka who will rep-
resent the country at the up-
coming senior arab Judo 
Championships - Doha 2023. 
the selected athletes and their 
weight categories are: Moham-
med rabahi (81 kg), Khalil ra-
bahi (81 kg), rida Nafoui (100 
kg), saleha al Badi (57 kg), 
Fatina Bouqehous (52 kg), and 
Kholoud al Kuwari (78 kg).

the action gets under way 
on Friday at 2pm, and 1pm on 
saturday. On both days, medal 
ceremonies will take place at 
5pm. Entrance to the event is 
free of charge.

The Senior Arab Judo Championships – Doha 2023 take place on Friday, March 3 and Saturday, March 4 at 
the same state-of-the-art Ali Bin Hamad Al Attiyah Arena at Al Sadd.

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

a legend of showjumping, the 
unassuming Ludger Beerbaum 
made a quiet entry to the Lon-
gines Global Champions tour 
- Doha 2023 press conference 
at al shaqab on tuesday morn-
ing. the German could have 
been mistaken for anyone but 
the decorated rider he is.

the 59-year-old has won 
everything that has be won 
in showjumping, but his un-
bridled love for riding and 
horse has kept him going over 
the years. Now the four-time 
Olympic gold medallist – indi-
vidual medal at Barcelona 1992 
and team golds with Germany 
at seoul 1988, atlanta 1996 
and sydney 2000 – is ready to 
kick-start yet another season.

Beerbaum is aiming to rep-
licate his last year’s heroics at 
the Longines Global Champi-
ons tour Grand Prix of Doha, 
where the veteran secured 
an emotional win with now 
11-year-old mare Mila. He will 
once again start as the con-
tender for the season-opening 
round of the Longines Global 
Champions tour and GCL sea-
son, which will be held at the 
Longines arena at al shaqab 
from today till saturday.

“You have the best horse, 
rider combinations here so 
exciting sport is guaranteed. 
I would love to repeat what I 
did last year but it will be tough 
with the level of competition 
and best combinations here,” 
said Beerbaum on tuesday.

“I have been coming to this 
event in Doha since day one, 
and every year I look forward 
to coming back. It is a really 
unique venue, all the horses 
love to come here, and it has 
great facilities that are state of 
the art. It is just world class and 
that is the reason why we all 
love to come back every year. It 
is simple, it is a great place to 
compete,” the German added.

With more than €36mn in 
prize money on offer this year – 
an increase of €6mn, it is all to 

play for Beerbaum and his chal-
lengers. Hot on his heels will be 
world number one Henrik von 

Eckermann as the swede starts 
his bid to win his first-ever 
LGCt season Championship.

Last year’s LGCt champi-
onship runner-up Pieter Devos 
will be aiming to go one better, 
with the first event of the sea-
son promising to be an electri-
fying battle of the best. Devos 
could get a crucial head start 
on his rivals as he chooses wise 
tactics to compete in the first 
event of the season unlike his 
closest rival last year and 2023 
Champion Ben Maher, who is 
out due to injury.

the shanghai swans’ dar-
ing duo of Max Kuhner and 
Christian ahlmann will be out 
in full force this week with 
their epic horsepower. In ex-
ceptional form last week, Mar-
cus Ehning and stargold have 
their eyes on the prize in the 
€375,000 LGCt Grand Prix 
of Doha while previous LGCt 
Champions heading to Doha 
also include Harrie smolders 
and Edwina tops-alexander 
making it one of the most com-
petitive line-ups in the history 
of LGCt Doha.

as the biggest names in 
show jumping including John 

Whitaker, Malin Baryard-
Johnsson, Niels Bruynseels, 
Denis Lynch and Maikel van 
der Vleuten all descend to one 
of the most phenomenal arenas 
- the 2023 race is guaranteed to 
start with a bang.

Young talent will bid to 
make their mark as Jack Whi-
taker, Jodie Hall Mcateer, Lily 
attwood and Khaled almobty all 
look for their first podium of the 
year alongside show jumping 
heavyweights shane Breen, Ol-
ivier Philippaerts, Marlon Zano-
telli, Yuri Mansur, Jur Vrieling, 
Ioli Mytilineou, Omer Karaevli, 
Philipp Weishaupt, Christian 
Kukuk and Mark Mcauley.

the 2023 brings an exciting 
new weekend format for the 
Longines Global Champions 
tour show schedules which 
will be premiered this week in 
Doha. the biggest change will 
see round 1 and round 2 of 
the GCL team series now take 
place on the same day instead 
of across two days. 

In addition, each weekend 
in the 2023 series will see the 
top 40 riders qualify for the 
Longines Global Champions 
tour Grand Prix giving more 
top riders the chance to take 
part in the big showdown.

Jockey Faleh Bughanaim guided Al Brenes Stud’s Doghan (QA) to victory for the Lehwaila Cup, a 1200m 
Handicap (70-90) for 4YO+ Local Thoroughbreds at Qatar Racing & Equestrian Club’s (QREC) Al Rayyan 
racecourse on Wednesday.  Bughanaim wrapped up a treble on the card courtesy Doghan, who was an excit-
ing three-length winner for trainer Owaida Salem Al Hajri. Abdulla Rashid Al Kubaisi, QREC Racing Manager, 
presented the trophies to the winners.

Spotlight on Beerbaum as legend looks 
for heroic encore at LGCT-Doha 2023

Al Duhail to face Al Arabi in QNB Stars League today
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

aL Duhail will aim to recov-
er from the aFC Champions 
League loss when they take on 
al arabi for the top spot in the 
QNB stars League standings on 
thursday.

Only one point separates 
the two teams with al Duhail 
leading the pack with 32 points, 
despite having played one 
game less (13) than al arabi. 
al Duhail had beaten al arabi 
3-0 in the first leg of the season, 
but the red Knights are coming 
off from a gruesome 0-7 loss in 
the hands of al Hilal in the aFC 
Champions League semi-final 
(West) on sunday.

al arabi coach Younes ali 
said the match against the 
points leaders will not be easy. 
“al Duhail are a team with great 
strength and distinguished 
players, and the game will be 
difficult for the two teams,” ali 
said during a pre-match press 
conference.

ali’s opposite number, 
coach Hernan Crespo knows 
the importance of the match 
and noted that a win will be like 
gaining six points.

“We fully know the impor-
tance of this match, but it is 
more important for al arabi, 
who will strive hard. tomor-
row’s match can be considered 
a six-point match, because win-
ning it means increasing our 

balance by 3 points and deduct-
ing 3 points from al arab. I will 
speak with the team doctor to 
find out the situation of the play-
ers. We are ready for this game.”

In other matches on 
Wednesday, al rayyan face 
Umm salal at al sadd stadium 
while al shamal take on Qatar 
sC at al Duhail stadium.

al rayyan are placed ninth 
in the standings with 11 points 
from 13 matches, ahead of al 
shamal on goal difference. the 
Lions, coached by Chilean Nich-
olas Cordova, have won three 
matches, drawn two and lost 
eight games. Umm salal are at 
the bottom of the table with nine 
points from 14 matches, behind 
al sailiya on goal difference. 

Bughanaim guides Doghan to Lehwaila Cup victory 
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Veteran Ludger Beerbaum will be chasing glory once again at Longines Global Champions Tour Doha 2023 at Al Shaqab on his trusted mount Mila.

The season-opening showjumping round of the Longines Global Champions Tour and GCL season will be held 
at the Longines Arena at Al Shaqab from Thursday till Saturday (March 2-4).

World’s top riders 
and horses to set 

stunning  
Al Shaqab alight

Thursday
10am: Two phases special (1.35m) 
CSI3*
12.15pm: Two phases (1.45m) CSI3*
2.15pm: Children Class (National jump-
ing competition not against the clock 
0.80/0.90m)
4:45pm: Two phases (1.45m) CSI5*
7.10pm: Against the clock (1.45m) 
CSI5*
Friday
9:30am: Against the clock (1.35m) 
CSI3*
1:15pm: Against the clock (1.45m) 
CSI3*
3:15pm: GCL - First Competition against 
the clock (1.55m) CSI5*
6:30pm: GCL - Second Competition against 
the clock (1.55m) CSI5* (Qualifying com-
petition for LGCT Grand Prix)
Saturday
10:30am: Against the clock (1.35m) 
CSI3*
1pm: Grand Prix with jump-off (1.50m) 
CSI3*
3:15pm: Against the clock (1.50m) 
CSI5*
6pm: LONGINES Global Champions Tour 
Grand Prix of Doha with jump-off (1.60m) 
CSI5*

The SCheDuLe
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AFC U20 ASIAN CUP UZBEKISTAN 2023 

‘Coaching Qatar an incredible honour and responsibility’

QNA
Doha

Carlos Queiroz, coach of the 
Qatar national football team 
expressed his pride in coach-
ing the Qatar national team, 
saying that it is an incredible 
honour and a great responsi-
bility at the same time.

speaking to the Qatar 
Football association (QFa) 
website on the occasion of his 
70th birthday, the Portuguese  
spoke about the current status 
of the sport and his latest as-
signment as head coach of the 
Qatar national team.

on his 40-year long career, 
Queiroz said, “It remains the 
same symbolic value as always. 
It is the passion for the game 
of football, which, I believe, 
continues to be the flame as a 
source that excites and moti-
vates me to wake up every day 
in search of improvement. To 
continuously improve and be 
able to make my contribution 
to the development of players 
and building teams to com-
pete. and in the end, of course, 
savouring that remarkable 
result that football brings us: 
learning or winning! since the 
very first day, I have felt this 

same desire, restlessness, and 
non-conformity.”

regarding coaching the 
Qatar National Team, the 
Portuguese coach said, “I feel 
incredible honour and respon-
sibility to manage the National 
Team of Qatar. I would like to 
express my gratitude for their 
trust in me. at the same time, 
this challenge is also a tribute 
to my appreciation for every-
thing football has provided me 
over these 40 years. I refer to 
unique human, social and cul-
tural experiences that I was 
able to go through. Thanks to 
football, I am now someone 
who has lived and experienced 
the world tremendously.”

on the evolution of football 
training, he explained, “Train-
ing started with the game. af-
ter certain curious and even 
humourous “barbarities” en-
countered by the training pro-
cess over time, the evolution of 
training made the game return 
to the content and methodolo-
gy of training. after consolidat-
ing the concepts and methods, 
the technical, tactical, physical 
and mental fundamentals of 
the player and contemporary 
football, I believe that the big 
challenge today is the brain 

and everything that has to do 
with training the player’s de-
cision-making, from youth to 
the highest levels of competi-
tion. science’s latest findings 
have paved the way for novel 
approaches to practice and, 
by extension, to the game and 
competition.”

on modern football, Quei-
roz pointed out, “I’m unsure if 
we can still talk about the same 
football game. I look at mod-
ern football and sometimes 
need to figure out what we’re 
talking about. Yes, this game 
still has traces of the original 
football ethics and its roman-
ticism, but today I’d much 

rather describe it as the game 
of “winning business” or some-
thing similar. originally, you 
would first create the compe-
titions and then the financial 
gains and merits were attrib-
uted to the champions. Today 
financial gains are created and 
calculated first, and then we 
create the competitions. That 
is why the National teams and 
international club competi-
tions are at serious risk. In the 
beginning, we would train na-
ive and romantic heroes. Then 
we started calling them profes-
sionals. later we began to train 
millionaires. Today we train 
actual companies, real busi-

nesses, and sometimes with 
antagonistic interests in the 
same team.

“Meanwhile, the coach’s 
status and influence have de-
clined, often due to their own 
actions. We gave up a lot of po-
tential ground for intervention 
thanks to the media and so-
called “football agents,” who 
are in an oddly secure posi-
tion: they never lose games but 
never win them. Yet, coaches 
are expected to safeguard the 
game’s origins and the one fact 
that can be accepted: the three 
points. and that’s why it’s up 
to them to work on progress, 
defending and promoting at 

the same time that sublime 
concept of triumphing as a 
team, and at the same time en-
suring the fundamental ethics 
of the game.

on his memorable mo-
ments, Queiroz said, “In my 
memories, fortunately, I have 
unique moments living with 
those who have been my “foot-
ball family”. The managers, my 
training staff and particularly 
the players, to whom I owe 
much of what I am today and to 
whom I am eternally grateful. I 
believe three moments mark 
my professional life: the 1966 
World Cup and all the impact 
it had on my youth, mainly due 
to the example and contribu-
tion of Mozambicans in the 
Portuguese national team; the 
1982 World Cup, where I had 
the opportunity to contribute 
with my humble work to Tele 
santana and Moraci, making 
my first steps in scouting and 
analysing the opponents for 
that fantastic Brazilian team; 
and winning the first U-20 
World Cup with Portugal. 

“These three moments de-
fine my profile and my career. 
But above all, the most impor-
tant reference in my life is my 
father, who was also a football 
player and coach. Not being 
able to be a better player than 
him, I was left with trying to 
be a better coach. I got neither 
one nor the other. I owe eve-
rything to him, and I dedicate 
everything to him.”         

Qatar national football team’s Portuguese coach Carlos Queiroz celebrated his 70th birthday on Wednesday.

Proud of his 40-year career,  
Queiroz says ‘my father is the  

singlemost influential reference’

Officials pay tribute to late French football player Just Fontaine prior to the French Cup quarter-final football 
match between Toulouse FC and Rodez at The TFC Stadium in Toulouse, France, on Wednesday. (aFP)

‘Monument of French football’ 
Just Fontaine no more

PA MediA/dPA
LonDon 

JUsT Fontaine, who holds 
the record for the most goals 
scored in a single World Cup 
tournament, has died aged 89.

Fontaine hit 13 goals at the 
1958 finals in sweden, where 
les Bleus finished third.

His death was announced 
by Paris saint-Germain, who 
he managed between 1973 and 
1976, leading them to promo-
tion back to ligue 1 in 1974.

PsG described Fontaine as 
a “monument of French foot-
ball”.

Born in Morocco in 1933, he 
started out at UsM Casablanca 
before joining Nice in 1953.

He moved on to reims 
three years later and won three 
French league titles with the 
club between 1958 and 1962. 
He was also part of the reims 
side which reached the 1959 
European Cup final.

Fontaine scored a hat-trick 
against Paraguay in France’s 
opening group game at the 1958 
World Cup finals, two against 
Yugoslavia and one against 
scotland. He also grabbed two 
in France’s 4-0 quarter-final 
win over Northern Ireland and 
drew them level in their semi-
final against Brazil.

However, the eventual win-
ners from south america - in-
spired by a 17-year-old Pele 
who hit a second-half hat-trick 

- ran out 5-2 winners.
Fontaine smashed four past 

West Germany in the third-
place play-off match, which 
France won 6-3.

His 13 goals place him joint 
fourth in the all-time men’s 
World Cup top scorer charts, 
alongside argentina’s lionel 
Messi who needed five finals to 
reach that total.

France coach Didier Des-
champs paid tribute to Fon-
taine in a statement released by 
the country’s football federa-
tion.

“The death of Just Fontaine 
saddens me, as it will inevitably 

sadden all those who love foot-
ball and our national team,” 
Deschamps said.

“’Justo’ is, and will remain, 
a legend of the team. The striker 
who, by scoring 13 goals during 
a final phase of the World Cup, 
set a record still unequalled.

“’Justo’ was a man of great 
kindness, very respectful of the 
generations who succeeded 
him with les Bleus.

“His attachment to the 
France team was strong and 
sincere. I extend my thoughts 
to his family, his loved ones 
and all our great elders today 
in pain.”

(FILES) French player Just Fontaine (C) and Croatian player Branko 
Zebec (R) fight for the ball during the World Cup match between 
Yugoslavia and France, next to Croatian player Tomislav Crnkovic (L) at 
the Arosvallen stadium in Vasteras on June 11, 1958. Just Fontaine, 
a recordman of 13 goals in the 1958 World Cup in Sweden, died on 
March 1, 2023 at 89-years-old, announced his family. (aFP)

Mane aims to play against PSG; 
Sane concerns at Bayern

dPA
Munich 

saDIo Mane hopes to be back 
in top shape after a long injury 
lay-off for Bayern Munich’s 
Champions league last 16 re-
turn leg against Paris saint-
Germain next week, and sees 
his team on par with other Eu-
ropean top teams.

senegal winger Mane 
was sidelined for almost four 
months with a right fibula in-
jury that made him miss the 
World Cup. He made his come-
back as a substitute in Bayern’s 
3-0 Bundesliga victory against 
Union Berlin.

Mane told Wednesday’s edi-
tion of the sport Bild weekly he 
hopes that more training days 
and playing on saturday at VfB 
stuttgart will make him ready for 
the date with PsG on March 8.

“I hope that I can have play-
ing time quickly and can reach 
my form of the past head-
ing into the return leg against 
PsG,” Mané said.

Bayern take a 1-0 lead into 
the second game against fresh-
ly-crowned World Footballer of 
the Year lionel Messi, Kylian 
Mbappe and company.

But while Mané aims to 
play, the Bild paper reported 
on Wednesday that another 
Bayern winger, Germany inter-
national leroy sane, could be 
doubtful over an ankle injury.

Bild said sané sustained the 
injury on Monday but contin-
ued training.

The problem turned out to 
be worse than initially feared 
and the report said he must 
now rest, making him a doubt 
for the stuttgart game and the 

PsG clash.
This makes Mane’s return 

even more important, and he 
said he believes that Bayern 
have the class to progress and 
go far in the elite event they last 
won in 2020.

“our current team has 
shown what it is capable of. 
If you ask me whether we can 
compete with all teams: Defi-
nitely, I can’t see a team that is 
bigger than Bayern or unbeat-
able,” Mané said.

Bayern Munich’s Senegalese forward Sadio Mane comes on during the 
German first division Bundesliga match against Union Berlin in Munich, 
Germany, on Sunday. (aFP) 

Iran secure vital win against Qatar
AFC

Fergana (uzbekistan)

MoHaMMaD Hazbavi’s sec-
ond half penalty secured Islamic 
republic of Iran a 1-0 win over 
Qatar in their aFC U20 asian 
Cup Uzbekistan 2023 Group B 
match at the Istiqlol stadium on 
Wednesday.

The win gives three-time 
winners Iran a head start in the 
race to advance to the quarter-
finals while Qatar have it all to do 
after the defeat. 

Qatar, champions in 2014, 
started brightly with ahmed al 
rawi forcing Iran goalkeeper 
adib Zarei into making a save in 
the opening minute before see-
ing his long-range effort blocked 
eight minutes later.

Iran came close at the 10th 
minute through Mohammadreza 
Torabi’s effort, with the midfield-
er skipping past his marker in-
side the box before forcing a fine 
stop from Qatar custodian amir 
Hassan Katoul. 

Two minutes later, it was Mi-
lad Kor’s turn to get into the ac-
tion when he shot just wide, be-
fore Iran brought the best out of 
Katoul in the 20th minute when 
the Qatari shotstopper denied 
Erfan Ghorbani and saeid sa-
harkhizan from close range.

While Qatar toiled in mid-
field, Iran continued to miss 
clear-cut chances with Farhad 
Zavoshi failing to convert saeid 
saharkhizan’s cutback in the 
23rd minute.

Iran dominated the closing 
stages of the first half with saeid 
saharkhizan and amirreza Es-
lamtalab toiling in front of goal, 
while Qatar also saw rashid 
al abdulla’s effort foiled as the 
teams went into the break level.

Qatar began the second half 
with purpose and gave Iran a 
scare in the 54th minute when 
Younis Mohammed found space 
just above the box, only to rifle 
his effort high off rashid al ab-
dulla’s lay-off. 

 Iran, however, persisted and 
were awarded a penalty in the 

63rd minute when Zavoshi was 
brought down by Mohammed 
Mansour inside the six-yard-box 
with Mohammad Hazbavi send-
ing Katoul the wrong way.

Iran should have doubled 
their advantage in the 70th min-
ute when Mersad seifi weaved 
his way through on the left flank 
before sending a wonderful cut-
back to Zavoshi who, however, 
failed to connect in front of a gap-
ing goalmouth.  

Qatar pursued the equaliser 
but their efforts fell flat with al 
rawi failing to find the target 
from distance, before the Qatari 
No 11 saw his attempt from inside 
the box go to waste. Iran will face 
australia next on saturday, while 
Qatar will have to defeat Vietnam 
to keep their hopes alive.

Iran U20 players celebrate their only goal against Qatar at the Istiqlol 
Stadion in Fergana, Uzbekistan, on Wednesday.

coach Xavi says barcelona enter their copa del rey semi-final with real Madrid in a strong position, but 
considers carlo ancelotti’s side the favourites to reach the final. the fierce rivals meet at the santiago ber-
nabeu on thursday in the first of three clasicos in a month, with a crucial LaLiga fixture sandwiched between 
their two-legged cup tie. barca have won two of their four meetings with Madrid since Xavi took charge, which 
includes a 4-0 league win last season and 3-1 supercopa de espana final victory in January. the catalan 
giants are also seven points better off at the top of the league, but Xavi believes Madrid’s status as reigning 
spanish and european champions makes them favourites. (STATS Perform/DPA)

Barca’s Xavi considers Real favourites to win Copa del Rey tie
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Australia take lead after India shot out for 109 at Indore
AGENCIES

INDORE

FOURTEEN wickets fell on the 
first day as Australia took con-
trol of the third Test against 
India at the Holkar Stadium in 
Indore on Wednesday, reports 
BBC.com.

The hosts lost nine wickets 
to spin and were bowled out 
for 109 in 33.2 overs, with Mat-
thew Kuhnemann claiming his 
first five-wicket Test haul.

In reply Australia reached 
156-4 - a lead of 47 - with open-
er Usman Khawaja making 60 
before becoming one of spinner 
Ravindra Jadeja’s four wickets.

India lead the four-Test se-
ries 2-0 after big wins in Delhi 
and Nagpur.

They know a 3-1 series win 
or better will secure their place 
in June’s World Test Champi-
onship final at The Oval, while 
Australia need to at least draw 
one of the games to seal their 

place.
India ’s 

total was 

their fourth-lowest at home in 
the past 15 years and contained 
four single-digit scores.

Nathan Lyon took three 
wickets for Australia, and Todd 
Murphy the other, before Mo-
hammed Siraj was run out to 
end the innings just after lunch.

Australia lost Travis Head 
early, who was promoted to 
open after David Warner was 
ruled out of the match with con-
cussion and a fractured elbow.

Khawaja and Marnus La-
buschagne (31) put on 96 
for the second wicket, before 
Jadeja removed both and Steve 
Smith, who is captaining the 
side with Pat Cummins in Aus-
tralia with his ill mother, in the 
final session.

“I tried to score when I saw 
a scoring opportunity and re-
spected the good ball when it 
came,” Khawaja told BT Sport.

“It was nice to build a part-
nership with Marnus, the start 
was the toughest time to bat 
against the new ball because it 
was inconsistent. The partner-
ship blunted them a bit, but it’s 

not an easy wicket.
“It felt pretty tough the 

whole time I was out there and I 
don’t expect it to get any better.”

Meanwhile, India off-spin-
ner Ravichandran Ashwin has 
overtaken England seamer 
James Anderson to become the 
number-one ranked bowler in 
the world.

Anderson, 40, ended Cum-
mins’ four-year reign last week 
but drops to second despite tak-
ing three wickets in England’s 
one-run defeat by New Zealand 
in Wellington on Tuesday.

Ashwin, who first topped 
the rankings in 2015, took six 
wickets in India’s six-wicket 
win in the second Test, includ-
ing the key wickets of Smith 
and Labuschagne in the same 
over in the first innings.
Scores: India 1st Inns 109: 
Kohli 22; Kuhnemann 5-16, 
Lyon 3-35 vs Australia 1st Inns 
156-4: Khawaja 60; Jadeja 4-63; 
Australia lead by 47 runs.

Australia’s Usman Khawaja watches the ball after play-
ing a shot during his knock of 60 runs on the first day 
of the third Test against India at the Holkar Stadium in 
Indore on Wednesday. (AFP)

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

A total of 126 players including 
nine Qatari golfers will line up 
for the 37th edition of Qatar 
Open Golf Amateur Champi-
onship that begins at the Doha 
Golf Club (DGC) on Thursday. 
The winner gets a coveted 
berth for Commercial Bank Qa-
tar Masters 2023 scheduled for 
October later this year.

Saleh Ali Al Kaabi will lead 
the home charge in the three-
day tournament while Ali Al 
Shahrani, who is the only Al 
Annabi player to win the tour-
nament (2021), will also com-
pete for his second title.

The list of golfers includes 
77 contestants of different na-
tionalities, who play at differ-
ent clubs in Qatar while the rest 
have traveled to Doha to take 
part in the event.  

Apart from a place in Qa-
tar Masters that will be played 
from October 26 to 29 this 
year, top 10 players will receive 
prizes at the conclusion of the 
tournament.  

Launching Qatar Open at 
a press conference, Qatar Golf 
Association (QGA) Deputy 
General-Secretary Eng. Mo-
hammed Ibrahim Al Muhanna-
di said preparations have been 
finalised to stage the event. 

“We received over 150 en-
tries as many golfers showed 
keen interest in their participa-
tion but we had to restrict field 
to 126 players. We have given 
priority to the ones with lower 
handicaps,” Al Muhannadi 
told reporters at the Doha Golf 
Club.

“We expect a close compe-
tition in presence of some very 
good golfers. Some of the ama-
teurs, who participated in the 
Asian Tour’s International Se-
ries Qatar, are also featuring in 
the tournament. The prospect 
of Qatar Masters entry always 

takes the best out of golfers in 
this event,” he added. 

DGC General Manager 
Gary McGlinchey said the con-
ditions are better for golfers 
than it was last month when 
the course staged the first edi-
tion of Asian Tour’s Interna-
tional Series Qatar.   

“The weather is better than 
it was in the last event but the 
course will still be a test for the 
golfers. We are looking forward 
to a good action in the week-
end,” he said.

McGlinchey also spoke 
about the complimentary mes-
sages from top golfers around 
the world who he said, “find 
the refurbished Doha Golf Club 
course ‘tough but fair’.

He expects the Qatar Open 
Golf Amateur Championship to 
see top scores of 8 under par as 
it was during the recent Asian 
Tour International Series at 
this course.

Pakistan’s Omar Khalid 
aims to tackle Doha wind
Meanwhile, Omar Khalid, who 
became Pakistan’s youngest 
ever national amateur cham-
pion in 2021, praised DGC fa-

cilities as he makes his Qatar 
debut.   

“Course is very windy and 
challenging, rocky desert and 
fescue on both sides of the fair-
way make accuracy a must. 
Practice facilities are top-notch 
with a huge putting green and 
range. Both the finishing holes 
9 and 18 add to the challenge of 
closing out a good round,” the 
18-year-old said on Wednesday.

“Coming from Pakistan, 
I am used to the wind but the 
wind back home does not com-
pare to that of Doha Golf Club. 
It will be a fun test of golfing 
skills and I am looking forward 
to the tournament,” said Omar, 
who represented Pakistan 
at the World Amateur Team 
Championship in Paris and 
Asia Pacific Amateur in Thai-
land, and is the only Pakistani 
golfer to have made the cut in 
any United States Golf Associa-
tion (USGA) Championship.

Qatar’s Nasser Al Attiyah and his French co-driver Mathieu Baumel were forced to withdraw from the Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge due to the extent of the damage caused to their Toyota GR DKR Hilux T1+ in Wednesday’s 
crash on Stage 3. Al Attiyah won the 266km third stage but finished with the rear bodywork, roof and windscreen ripped off his car. After the stage, the FIA ruled that the crew had to withdraw from the rally due to a dam-
aged rollcage. The defending champion held a 27 mins 3 secs overall lead over Saudi Arabia’s Yazeed Al Rajhi.

Qatar Open Golf Amateur 
Championship from today

Malan ton takes England to 
ODI win over Bangladesh

AGENCIES
MIRPUR

DAWID Malan scored a bat-
tling century to lead England to 
a hard-fought three-wicket win 
over Bangladesh in the first of 
three One-Day Internation-
als at the Mirpur Stadium on 
Wednesday, reports BBC.com.

The left-hander’s fourth 
ODI ton held the tourists’ chase 
together as they overhauled 
Bangladesh’s 209 all out with 
eight balls to spare.

On a pitch offering assis-
tance to seamers and spinners 
alike, wickets fell at regular in-
tervals in the chase.

But Malan hit the winning 
boundary to put England ahead 
in the series.

Earlier, Bangladesh had 
made a strong start to their in-
nings after opting to bat first 

before being pegged back, with 
six England bowlers sharing 
the wickets.

Chris Woakes took the 
first before Adil Rashid, Jofra 
Archer, Mark Wood and Moe-
en Ali took two wickets apiece, 
and debutant Will Jacks also 
chipped in.

The home batters largely 
struggled in the low-scoring 
contest with Najmul Hossain 
Shanto’s 58 from 82 balls the 
only other score over 50 in the 
match.

The sides will stay in Mirpur 
for Friday’s second ODI as they 
continue to build towards the 
autumn’s World Cup in India.
Scores: Bangladesh 209 (47.2 
overs): Shanto 58 (82); Wood 
2-34, Moeen 2-35 lost to Eng-
land 212-7 (48.4 overs): Malan 
114 (145); Taijul 3-54 Mehidy 
2-35 by three wickets.

LEADING AL ATTIYAH WITHDRAWS FROM ABU DHABI DESERT CHALLENGE DUE TO CAR DAMAGE 
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(From left) InterContinental Doha Beach & Spa General Manager Andreas Pfister, Qatar Golf Association (QGA) Deputy 
General-Secretary Eng. Mohammed Ibrahim Al Muhannadi, QGA Board Member Mohammed Faisal Al Naimi, DGC 
General-Manager Gary McGlinchey, and QGA Technical Expert Mike Shoueiry at the press conference on Wednesday.

Pakistan’s youngest ever national 
amateur champion in 2021, Omar 
Khalid at the Doha Golf Course.

India’s captain Rohit Sharma (L) celebrates with 
Ravindra Jadeja after his dismissal of Australia’s 
Usman Khawaja on Wednesday.

England’s Dawid Malan celebrates after scoring a century (100 runs) 
during the first One-Day International against Bangladesh at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Cricket Stadium in Dhaka on Wednesday. (AFP)

NOVAK Djokovic’s return to action at the Dubai Duty Free Championships 
continued with a straight-sets victory over Dutchman Tallon Griekspoor 
in the second round. The world number one played his first match since 
January’s Australian Open triumph - that took him to a record-equalling 
22 grand slam titles - on Tuesday, getting past Czech Tomas Machac in 
three sets. And Djokovic followed that up by seeing off Griekspoor, ranked 
39th in the world, 6-2, 6-3 on Wednesday to move into the quarter-finals. 
The Serbian, who had defied a hamstring issue to triumph in Melbourne, 
claimed each of the opening three games of the contest and secured the 
first set with a second break.(Stats Perform/DPA)

Djokovic breezes past Griekspoor
 Quick read


