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Qatar Financial Centre authority (QFCa), 
the legal and tax arm of the Qatar Financial 
Centre (QFC), and the american Chamber of 
Commerce Qatar (amCham Qatar) have signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to 
enhance bilateral trade and investment rela-
tions between the two countries.

the MoU was signed by QFC Deputy CEO 
and Chief Business Officer Sheikha alanoud 
bint Hamad al thani and amCham Qatar Exec-
utive Director Brooke Holland on the sidelines 
of the fifth Qatar-US Strategic Dialogue.

Under the MoU, both parties will work to 
promote QFC as an ideal financial and business 
platform for foreign financial investments, pro-
vide necessary support and facilities to ameri-
can companies interested in doing business in 
Qatar, and organise events and initiatives to 
serve the common trade and investment goals 
of the two sides.

Commenting on the MoU, Sheikha alanoud 
said, “the QFC plays a pivotal role in strength-
ening the 50 years bilateral trade and invest-
ment relations between Qatar and the United 
States and sustaining the countries’ strategic 
partnership. Our efforts in building on these 
rewarding bilateral ties are reflected in the 
steadily increasing number of US firms regis-
tering on the QFC platform, which has reached 
115. among them are Goldman Sachs Group, 
Mastercard, Uber, and Oracle.”

On the part of amCham, Brooke Holland 
said, “this MoU continues to show the impor-
tance of private sector collaboration. the ameri-
can business community is a key stakeholder in 
the shared US-Qatar economic success, and local 
partnerships with organisations, such as QFC, al-
low us to provide resources and support to com-

panies considering Qatar as their next market.”
Sheikha alanoud also participated in the 

‘Economic and Commercial Co-operation Ses-
sion’ organised on the sidelines of the fifth 
US-Qatar Strategic Dialogue, where she talked 
about the importance of empowering and in-
volving Qatari women in decision-making pro-
cesses and vital areas of economic affairs and 
the impact of such inclusion on developing so-
cieties and in building a sustainable and diver-
sified knowledge-based economy.

QFc, amcham Qatar 
sign mou to promote 
trade and investment

QFC Deputy CEO and Chief Business Officer Sheikha 
Alanoud bint Hamad Al Thani 
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QNB Group, one of the larg-
est financial institutions in 
the Middle East and africa, 
recently launched its newest 
Internet and Mobile Banking 
platforms, bringing its cus-
tomers the latest technologies 
for a seamless digital banking 
experience.

as QNB strives to offer a 
top-tier digital banking experi-
ence to its valuable customers, 
the new QNB Internet and Mo-
bile Banking have undergone a 
complete re-design, featuring 
a fresh new look and feel to 
enhance customer experience.

the new platform uses a 
variety of technologies to de-
liver an innovative and uni-
fied banking experience across 
smartphones, tablets, and 
laptops, making customers’ 
comfort and easy access a pri-
ority ensuring that customers 
can manage all their banking 
needs wherever they are, and 
whenever they want.

the new dashboard allows 
the Bank’s customers to easily 
view and access multiple ser-
vices and features including all 
their customer accounts, cred-
it cards, and loans, as well as 
allows users to create person-
alized quick links to perform 
their frequent transactions 
like money transfers and bill 
payments.

In addition, the new QNB 
Internet and Mobile Banking 
provide a wide range of servic-

es such as easily accessing and 
managing all the international 
QNB accounts (including the 
Middle East, UK, France, and 
more). Further services avail-
able include instant transfers 
to several countries, offer con-
tactless payment solutions 
(such as apple and Google Pay, 
Qr Pay, atM Qr, Mobile Cash, 
etc), sharing beneficiary details 
through Qr code, augmented 
reality, Haptic touch sup-
port, integration with built-in 
navigations to find the closest 
atM-s, Self Service Machines. 
Customers also can apply for 
a loan or open an eSaving ac-
count, apply for a cash advance 
with Cash@Speed, Smart In-
stallment, Payment Holiday, 
and much more.

the new QNB Mobile Bank-
ing, available in English, ara-
bic, and French is compatible 
with iOS, android, and Har-
mony operating systems and 
can be easily updated or down-

loaded from the app Stores by 
searching for “QNB Mobile” 
or by visiting qnb.com/mo-
bile the adaptive QNB Inter-
net Banking platform now is 
available in “Light” and “Dark” 
mode, and can be accessed on 
smartphones, tablets as well as 
laptops by visiting qnb.com/
internet.

Commenting on this, QNB 
Group retail Banking Senior 
Executive Vice President adel 
ali al-Malki said, “as part of 
its vision strategy, QNB con-
tinuously aspires to constantly 
be innovative across digital 
banking in order to maintain 
its market-leading position in 
the industry. We are delighted 
to present our customers with 
a vibrant, engaging, and tech-
nologically advanced new QNB 
Internet and Mobile Banking 
which we view as a reflection 
of our commitment to offering 
the best banking experience for 
our customers.”

QnB launches new internet, 
mobile banking platforms
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MINISTER of State for Energy Affairs, 
QatarEnergy President and CEO and 
Qatargas Chairman HE Saad Sherida 
Al Kaabi accompanied by senior Qa-
tarEnergy and Qatargas executives re-
cently toured a number of sites at Ras 
Laffan Industrial City related to the 
North Field Expansion (NFE) Project 
to witness the project’s progress.

During the tour, the minister and 
the accompanying delegation were 
briefed on the significant progress 
made on the project and had a closer 
look at the challenges in undertaking a 
world-class project of this magnitude, 
and also met with the stakeholders, 
EPC Contractors, and project teams 
and thanked them for their efforts in 
executing the project.

In comments during the visit, 
Kaabi said, “I am delighted to see 
the remarkable progress made in 
implementing this strategic mega-
project despite challenges posed by 
a global pandemic and geopolitical 
tensions.”

Kaabi said, “We are all proud that 
Qatari Nationals are actively contrib-
uting to the implementation of the 
North Field Expansion Project. These 
are the fruits of our continuing efforts 
to develop Qatari talent, which is es-
sential to maintain Qatar’s position 
as the top player in the development 
and delivery of LNG to the world. By 
investing in the development of Qa-
taris, the country can ensure that the 
best and brightest minds are helping 
to drive its success.”

The North Field Expansion Pro-
ject includes six new LNG trains with 
a capacity of 8 Mtpa each, and associ-
ated utility and offsite facilities. The 
construction contracts for four of these 
LNG trains have already been award-
ed to EPC contractors and contracts 
for the two remaining trains will be 
awarded soon. All major engineering, 
procurement, and construction (EPC) 
contracts have been awarded for NFE 
onshore and offshore facilities, and 
construction is well underway on all 
fronts. The expansion will add more 
than 48 Mtpa to the world’s LNG sup-
plies.

The first production from the first 
North Field East train is scheduled for 
year-end 2025.

This unique project is characterized 
by the highest health, safety, and envi-
ronmental standards, including carbon 
capture and sequestration, to reduce 
the project’s overall carbon footprint to 
the lowest levels possible.

The North Field Expansion Pro-

ject is a major effort to increase Qa-
tar’s LNG production capacity from 77 
million tons per annum (Mtpa) to 126 
Mtpa by 2027. It is comprised of the 

North Field East (NFE) and the North 
Field South (NFS) expansion projects 
and is the industry’s largest-ever LNG 
project.

The North Field Expansion Project 
is a strategic step in cementing Qatar’s 
position as the leading LNG producer 
and it will play a major role in meeting 

the increasing global demand for LNG. 
It is also in line with Qatar’s long-term 
vision to develop the country’s natural 
resources.

Minister visits NFE project sites 

Reliance Jio 
second-strongest 
telecom brand in 
world, says report

AGENCIES 
LONDON 

RELIANCE Jio has climbed up 
to number two rank — up from 
fifth place last year — in a list 
of the top 10 strongest telecom 
brands in the world.

As the telecommunications 
industry continues to grow and 
evolve, keeping track of who’s-
who in terms of establishing a 
strong presence can be difficult. 
Brand Finance has compiled a 
list of companies based on their 
brand value. In this post we will 
explore the Top 150 most valu-
able and strongest telecoms 
operator brands according to 
Brand Finance 2023 rankings. 
Read on to find out who has 
made it onto this list and what 
makes them so successful!

Brand Finance have devel-
oped a comprehensive evalua-
tion process to not only assess 
the value of brands, but also as-
certain their relative strength. 
Utilizing best-practice ISO 
20671 guidelines and up-to-
date research collated from an 
expansive survey spanning 38 
countries and 31 sectors with 
over 150,000 respondents – 
Brand Finance provide crucial 
insights for businesses looking 
to make informed decisions 
about brand performance.

Swisscom increased brand 
value by 5 percent to $6.3 bil-
lion and is the strongest tel-
ecoms brand with a Brand 
Strength Index (BSI) score 
of 92. It is the third strongest 
brand globally and earns an 
elite AAA+ brand rating. It re-

cently announced its new Fixed 
Wireless Access 5G service for 
business customers which is 
a continuation of its pioneer-
ing work in the European 5G 
market. Swisscom stands apart 
from other telco brands due to 
its robust combination of trust, 
coverage, and network per-
ceptions. Furthermore, Swiss-
com’s immensely appreciated 
customer service has earned 
it a high brand strength index 
score that confirms its excel-
lence in the telecommunica-
tions industry.

Indian brand Jio is the sec-
ond-strongest telecoms brand 
having a brand strength index 
score of 90/100 and earning 
an elite AAA+ rating. It in-
creased its brand value up to 6 
percent to $5.4 billion; a two-
point rise from last year. The 
brand focused on rolling out 
of 5G in India, and is now ex-
tending coverage to 257 cities 
in the country and looking to 
further increase this at a rapid 
rate. 5G services have already 
generated widespread benefits 
to Indian consumer and in sec-
tors like education, healthcare 
and agriculture. These benefits 
and the growth opportunities 
presented by Jio’s 5G network 
have helped Jio build an ex-
tremely strong brand strength 
index score. It is one of only two 
AAA+ rated telecoms brands in 
the ranking.

Etisalat by e& rose its brand 
value by 4 percent to $10.5 bil-
lion and is the third strongest 
telecoms brand globally with a 
BSI score of 89.1 out of 100.

TotalEnergies Qatar, UDST 
sign cooperation agreement

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 
DOHA 

UNIVERSITY of Doha for Sci-
ence and Technology (UDST) 
is proud to announce the sign-
ing of a three-year cooperation 
agreement with TotalEnergies 
Qatar. The agreement aims to 
enhance the professional devel-
opment of UDST students and 
graduates by offering dedicated 
training and development pro-
grammes at TotalEnergies and 
strengthening the partnership 
between the two institutions. 

UDST President Dr Salem 
Al Naemi and Matthieu Bouyer, 
Country Chair, TotalEnergies 
Qatar, and Managing Director, 
TotalEnergies EP Qatar, signed 
the agreement on the univer-
sity’s campus in the presence of 
officials from both institutions.

Naemi said, “We are de-
lighted to sign this agreement 
with TotalEnergies Qatar. As 
the nation’s leading applied 
sciences university, UDST 
continues to build a portfo-
lio of leading-edge programs 
to educate and empower the 
country’s future profession-
als across multiple sectors. We 
also strive to provide our stu-
dents with unparalleled access 
to real work in the industry. 
This partnership will help pro-
vide our students with invalu-
able exposure to real-world 
challenges and opportunities 
in the oil and gas sector. It also 
supports our mission of devel-
oping a skilled and sustainable 
workforce in Qatar.”

The agreement serves as a 
framework for several planned 
projects to be carried out be-
tween the two entities. These 
include work placements for 
selected UDST students, as 

well as work placements, and 
short-term industry postings 
for academic staff from UDST 
to identify potential applied re-
search opportunities. 

UDST will also integrate 
TotalEnergies’ Al Reyada pro-
gramme, an initiative designed 
to bring together academia and 
industry professionals to tackle 
energy-related challenges, as 
an essential part of several de-
grees, and TotalEnergies will 
be able to help students select 
suitable capstone projects for 

their final year of study.
This agreement is part of 

TotalEnergies’ broader TAM-
KEEN program that aims at de-
veloping human capacity and 
local talents through multiple 
initiatives such as training, in-
ternships, and education.

Matthieu Bouyer com-
mented on this occasion, “Our 
collaboration with UDST is 
a good example of what our 
TAMKEEN program can bring, 
enriching students and young 
professionals with new skills 

and competencies through en-
gagement, training, and career 
opportunities. We are com-
mitted to supporting, utilizing, 
and developing Qatari talents 
so they, in turn, can play an ac-
tive role in the energy industry 
in Qatar and abroad.”

The cooperation agreement 
between UDST and TotalEner-
gies Qatar is a significant step 
in advancing Qatar’s workforce 
development and supporting 
the growth of the country’s en-
ergy industry.

UDST President Dr Salem Al Naemi and Matthieu Bouyer, Country Chair, TotalEnergies Qatar, and 
Managing Director, TotalEnergies EP Qatar, signed the agreement on the university’s campus in the 
presence of officials from both institutions.

Minister of State for Energy Affairs, QatarEnergy President and CEO and Qatargas Chairman HE Saad Sherida Al Kaabi accompanied by senior QatarEnergy and Qatargas 
executives toured a number of sites at Ras Laffan Industrial City related to the North Field Expansion Project to witness the project’s progress.
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ICC Qatar, Refinitiv to 
host seminar on oil 
market outlook 2023
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE International Cham-
ber of Commerce Qatar (ICC 
Qatar) announced that it will 
host a special energy seminar 
on the Oil and Gas Market for 
the year 2023.

The event will take place 
on Monday (March 6, 2023) 
at Qatar Chamber’s premises 
from 8:30 am to 11:30 am.

The seminar titled ‘Oil 
and Gas Market Outlook 
2023: Sailing in Volatile Envi-
ronment’ is organized by ICC 
Qatar in collaboration with 
Refinitiv, an LSEG Business.

As the earth is about 1.1°C 
warmer than it was in the late 
1800s. Companies have com-
mitted themselves to more 
ambitious climate targets 
aligned with limiting global 
temperature rise to 1.5°C 
above pre-industrial levels. 
To limit global warming, as 
called for in the Paris Agree-
ment, GHG emissions need to 
peak by 2025 and fall by 43% 
before 2030, according to 
the latest report by the UN’s 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC).   At 
the same time, carbon diox-
ide emissions need to reach 
net zero globally in the early 
2050s.

The State of Qatar pays 
great importance to the pro-
duction of energy and renew-
able energy, where it took 
serious steps towards gradu-
ally moving to sustainable, 
clean energy in line with its 
National Vision 2030 and 
its commitment to the Paris 
Agreement that pledges zero 
carbon emission by 2050.

Therefore, ICC Qatar, 
alongside ‘Refinitiv’, have 
come together to deliver this 
seminar at a time where the 
State of Qatar shows its signif-
icant role in facing the chal-
lenges and creating opportu-
nities and developments in 
the ever-changing landscape 
of the global Oil and Gas Mar-
kets in 2023 and beyond.

GWC awarded ISO 31000:2018 
Record of Verification Certificate

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

GWC was awarded the “ISO 
31000:2018 Record of Verifi-
cation” certification by LRQA 
for Enterprise Risk Manage-
ment (ERM) System, after a 
thorough assessment, which 
found the company in full 
compliance with the guidelines 
provided by ISO Risk Manage-
ment Standard.

This certificate is an inter-
nationally recognized standard 
that ensures that a company 
is managing “risks” effectively 
and reaffirms its ability to con-
sistently deal with and contain 
uncertain situations.

 ERM identifies risks which 
are potential, emerging or 
existing within an organiza-
tion that could have an im-
pact (positive or negative) in 
achieving its strategic and op-
erational objectives.

Speaking about it, Ranjeev 
Menon, Group CEO, GWC, 
said “GWC being awarded this 
ISO certificate is a reaffirma-
tion of our commitment to the 
highest level of service and 
always keeping all our stake-
holder’s interest at the heart 
of what we do. This certificate 
gives   significant confidence to 
all our customers, clients, part-
ners and stakeholders that our 
corporate risk-management 

is fully integrated in our pro-
cesses and internationally vali-
dated.” 

Being awarded this stand-
ard also provides an assurance 
to all of GWC’s stakeholders 
that the company has open 
lines of communications, and 
coordination when it comes to 
assessing and managing risks 
across all levels and functions 
of the organization.

 This provides relevant data 
to the management, support-
ing the decision-making pro-
cess based on logical reasoning 
and factual data.

ISO 31000:2018 is an in-
ternational standard that pro-
vides guidelines on managing 

any type of risk in any business 
activity. The standard provides 
guidelines on principles, risk 
management framework, and 
application of the risk manage-
ment process. The standard 
covers the risk management 
principles which are the foun-
dation for managing risk and 
guides organizations in de-
veloping a risk management 
framework by implementing a 
risk management framework 
and ensuring that risk man-
agement is an integral part of 
organizational structures. It 
is also important to evaluate 
the effectiveness and viability 
of these measures at periodic  
intervals.

GWC team receiving ISO 31000:2018 Record of Verification” certification award. 

Chip industry transformations 
help GCC diversify economies

QNA
DOHA

THE intensification of compe-
tition between China and the 
US in the field of electronic 
chip manufacturing and the 
faltering of its supply chains 
have provided space for many 
countris to localize this indus-
try and an opportunity to di-
versify its industrial fabric.

Speaking to Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), economists 
said that Qatar and the coun-
tries of the region are in a com-
petitive position to seize this 
opportunity,  attract interna-
tional companies operating in 
this field and wishing to bridge 
the distances between produc-
ing and consuming countries 
to avoid the paralysis that 
struck the global industry as 
a result of the scarcity of sup-
plies of this vital product.

In this context, Dr. Omar 
Gharaibeh, a specialist in in-
vestment risk management at 
Jordan’s Al Bayt University, 
said in a statement to QNA 
that there is an opportunity 
for emerging economies, es-
pecially the Gulf countries to 
move towards the electronic 
chip and semiconductor indus-
try, as they have the financial 
capacity to handle this indus-
try that requires investments 
worth tens of billions of dol-
lars.

The Gulf countries are also 
able to attract highly qualified 
and scientific expertise and 
skilled workers, and they pos-
sess the primary resources for 
the manufacture of chips and 
semiconductors, especially 
silicon extracted from sand, 
plastic and petroleum materi-
als, Gharaibeh said.

He also highlighted these 
countries’ political stability 
and distinguished geographi-
cal location.

He added that Qatar and 
the countries of the region need 
to expedite partnerships with 
the chips and semiconductors 
manufacturing companies, 
and increase cooperation with 
neighboring Arab countries, 
which will reflect positively on 
the countries of the region.

These partnerships will 
lead to an increase in these 
countries’ exports, enable them 
to obtain foreign currency, and 
attract investors and foreign 
capital, which wreduces unem-
ployment rates, he added.

It will also increase the 
growth rates in the Gulf re-
gion, and it will contribute to 
reducing the deficit rates in 

public budgets, and accelerate 
the achievement of sustainable 
development, he added.

For his part, financial ana-
lyst Tamer Hassan said in a 
statement to QNA that Qa-
tar is working to provide its 
requirements and needs for 
semiconductors by encourag-
ing innovation to ensure the 
implementation of its ambi-
tious digital strategies and to 
strengthen the technical sector 
in various fields, which forms 
an essential part of Qatar’s re-
naissance and its economic vi-
sion 2030.

Hassan said that Qatar has 
the expertise that qualifies it to 
make a quantum leap in this 
field, especially in light of the 
existence of a well-established 
communications infrastruc-
ture that allows companies and 

individuals to use and apply 
modern technology easily.

He pointed to the steps tak-
en by some Arab countries in 
this field, such as Qatar, Egypt, 
the Sultanate of Oman, Saudi 
Arabia, UAE and Morocco, by 
planning to pump large invest-
ments in this sector, the results 
of which will appear in the 
coming years.

Hassan added that the IDC 
website, which predicted that 
the revenues of the semiconduc-
tor sector around the world will 
reach USD661 billion in 2022, 
with an annual growth rate of 13.7 
percent, after the strong results 
for 2021, as revenues reached 
USD582 billion and are expected 
to reach more than USD800 bil-
lion by 2026, registering a com-
pound annual growth rate of ap-
proximately 7.6 percent.

Economists say 
Qatar and countries 
of the region are in a 
competitive position

QIC named  ‘Motor 
Insurer of The Year’ 

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Insurance Company 
(QIC), the leading insurer in 
Qatar and the MENA region, 
has been recognized as ‘Motor 
Insurer of The Year’ at the In-
sureTek Golden Shield Excel-
lence Awards 2023 for the sec-
ond consecutive year.

The InsureTek Golden 
Shield Excellence Awards is an 
annual awards program that 
recognizes and rewards leading 
insurers, reinsurers, and insur-
ance brokers in the wider Mid-
dle East region. The program 
sheds light on innovators, crea-
tive minds, and customer care 
professionals who have outper-
formed their competitors and 
demonstrated the highest levels 
of excellence across the region. 
It is part of the InsureTek Inter-
national Conference which took 
place this year in Dubai on 22 nd 
-23 rd February.

Commenting on the award, 
Mr. Ahmed Al Jarboey, QIC’s 
Chief Operating Officer - Qatar 
Operations, said: “Motor insur-
ance has been one of QIC’s key 
areas of expertise for nearly six 
decades, and we are proud that 
our motor products and ser-
vices continue to be trusted by 
our customers and recognized 
by the industry experts region-
wide”.

QIC Group As A Thought 
Leader In addition to winning 
an award, QIC Group’s Chief 

Digital Officer, Lars Gehrmann 
participated in a panel discus-
sion under the title “Embedded 
Insurance 2.0” where he dis-
cussed the importance of em-
bedded insurance as an alterna-
tive distribution channel and the 
need for product innovation and 
digital conversion optimization 
in the MENA region, as well as 
QIC’s preparedness to lead this 
change, by combining QIC Digi-
tal Ventures Partners ability to 
define new digital products and 
business models with Anoud 
Tech as a tech enabler and An-
tares Global giving underwriting 
support for global distribution 
deals.

Moreover, during the sec-
ond day of the conference, The 
MENA Insurtech Association 
held the UAE chapter of its 
startup competition under the 
name “When Insurtechs Take 
the Stage”, where 13 startups 
pitched their solutions to a 
panel of industry experts who 
selected the top six ideas that 
will go on to represent the UAE 
in the upcoming MENA In-
surtech Summit in Doha, May 
2023.

The MENA Insurtech As-
sociation, which is powered by 
QIC Group through its Digi-
tal Venture Partners unit, is a 
membership based association 
that was founded in 2022 with 
the primary goal of building the 
insurtech ecosystem through 
connecting innovations, talents, 
partners and capital.

QIC representatives at the InsureTek Golden Shield Excellence Awards

Nissan recalls over 800,000 SUVs in US,key defect can cut off engine
AGENCIES

NISSAN is recalling more than 
809,000 small SUVs in the 
U.S. and Canada because a key 
problem can cause the ignition 
to shut off while they’re being 
driven.

The recall covers certain 

Rogues from the 2014 through 
2020 model years, as well 
as Rogue Sports from 2017 
through 2022.

Nissan says the SUVs have 
jackknife folding keys that may 
not stay fully open. If driven 
with the key partially folded, 
a driver could touch the fob, 

inadvertently turning off the 
engine.

This can cause loss of en-
gine power and power brakes, 
and the air bags might not in-
flate in a crash.

The company says it’s not 
aware of any crashes or injuries 
caused by the problem.

Nissan hasn’t come up with 
a fix yet. 

Owners will be notified in 
March with an interim letter 
telling them not to attach any-
thing else to the key ring. Then 
they’ll get another letter telling 
them to take their SUVs in for 
repairs.
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Qatar Chamber chairman inaugurates carpet 
manufacturing factory in New Industrial Area

 Sheikh Khalifa stressed the importance of the small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) sector and extended chamber’s support for it

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Chamber Chairman 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al 
Thani inaugurated the Engi-
neering Factory for Carpets in 
its new headquarters in New 
Industrial Area on Wednes-
day.

The ceremony was attend-
ed by the investor, Ghanem Al-
Khayarin; the Chargé d’Affaires 
of the Syrian Embassy in Qatar, 
Dr. Bilal Turkiyeh, and the fac-
tory’s General Manager, Raed 
Saqr, in addition to a number 
of businessmen.

Following the inaugura-
tion, Sheikh Khalifa toured the 
factory, during which they were 
briefed on the factory’s various 
sections, production opera-
tions and products it offered to 
the local market, especially the 
handmade carpets.

In a statement, Sheikh 
Khalifa stressed the impor-
tance of the small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
sector in the economies of de-

veloped countries, noting that 
Qatar Chamber strongly sup-
ports this sector and instantly 
encourages Qatari investors 
to invest in all industries that 

meet the requirements of the 
local market.

He also affirmed the Cham-
ber’s interest to enhance the 
national industry and help 

investors in this sector to pro-
mote their products not only 
in the local market but also in 
other countries by enabling 
them to showcase their prod-

ucts in the exhibitions it holds 
such as “Made in Qatar” which 
aims to promote local industry 
and support the private sector’s 
exports.

He noted that the SMEs 
sector grew by 2.6 per cent, as 
the number of operating facto-
ries in the state increased from 
814 in 2021 to 835 last year, 
in addition to the presence of 
430 new industrial licensed fa-
cilities, indicating that the vol-
ume of industrial investments 
amounts to QR293 billion.

On his part, the Factory’s 
General Manager, Raed Saqr 
said the factory was established 
four years ago, but it has been 
expanded and moved to the New 
Industrial Area, pointing out that 
the factory uses the finest types of 
New Zealand wool, with a high-
precision manual production 
line, as the production of one car-
pet takes more than 400 hours.

Qatar Chamber Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani inaugurates  the Engineering Factory for Carpets in its new headquarters in New Industrial Area on Wednesday.

Here are the nations that have banned TikTok
AGENCIES

THE U.S. and Canada issued 
orders this week banning the 
use of TikTok on government-
issued mobile devices as priva-
cy and cybersecurity concerns 
about the video-sharing app 
grow.

TikTok, which is owned by 
the Chinese company Byted-
ance, has long maintained that 
it does not share data with the 
Chinese government and that 
its data is not held in China. It 
also disputes accusations that 
it collects more user data than 
other social media companies, 
and insists that it is run inde-
pendently by its own manage-
ment.

But many countries remain 
cautious about the platform 
and its ties to China. Here are 
the countries and regions that 
have implemented partial or 
total bans on TikTok: INDIA 
India imposed a ban on TikTok 
and dozens of other Chinese 

apps, including the messag-
ing app WeChat, in 2020 over 
privacy and security concerns. 
The ban came shortly after a 
clash between Indian and Chi-
nese troops at a disputed Him-
alayan border killed 20 Indian 
soldiers and injured dozens.

The companies were given 
a chance to respond to ques-
tions on privacy and security 
requirements but the ban was 
made permanent in January 
2021.

TAIWAN
In December 2022, Tai-

wan imposed a public sector 
ban on TikTok after the FBI 
warned that TikTok posed a 
national security risk. Govern-
ment devices, including mo-
bile phones, tablets and desk-
top computers, are not allowed 
to use Chinese-made software, 
which include apps like Tik-
Tok, its Chinese equivalent 
Douyin, or Xiaohongshu, a 
Chinese lifestyle content app.

UNITED STATES
This week, the U.S. said 

that government agencies 
have 30 days to delete Tik-
Tok from federal devices and 
systems over data security 
concerns. The ban applies 
only to government devices, 
though some U.S. lawmakers 
are advocating an outright 
ban. China lashed out at the 
U.S. for banning TikTok, de-
scribing the ban as an abuse 
of state power and suppress-
ing firms from other coun-
tries. More than half of the 50 
U.S. states also have banned 
the app from government de-
vices.

CANADA
After the U.S. announce-

ment, Canada on Monday an-
nounced government-issued 
devices must not use TikTok, 
saying that it presents an “un-
acceptable” risk to privacy 
and security. Employees will 
also be blocked from down-

loading the application in the 
future.

EUROPEAN UNION 
The European Parliament, 

European Commission and 
the EU Council, three top EU 
bodies, have imposed bans on 
TikTok on staff devices. The 
European Parliament’s ban, 
announced Tuesday, takes ef-
fect on March 20. It has rec-
ommended lawmakers and 
staff remove the app from 
their personal devices.

PAKISTAN 
Pakistani authorities have 

temporarily banned TikTok at 
least four times since October 
2020, citing concerns that app 
promotes immoral content.

AFGHANISTAN 
Afghanistan’s Taliban lead-

ership banned TikTok and the 
Chinese game PUBG in 2022 
on the grounds of protecting 
youths from “being misled.”

Mwani Qatar Receives 207 
Vessels in February 2023

QNA
DOHA

QATAR Ports Management 
Company (Mwani Qatar) re-
ceived 207 vessels and more 
than 112,000 TEUs in Feb. 
2023, recording a one percent 
increase versus Jan. 2023.

In the same context, Mwani 
Qatar indicated that the move-

ment of general and bulk cargo 
handling registered a 85 per-
cent increase in February with 
more than 210 thousand tons, 
compared to January 2023. 
Livestock increased by about 35 
percent to reach 56,675 heads, 
while construction materials 
recorded 28,716 tons in Febru-
ary. The vehicles amounted to 
5,665 units.

‘Substantial doubt’ over  
future, says Novavax

AGENCIES

COVID-19 vaccine maker No-
vavax raised doubts Tuesday 
about its ability to continue its 
business, announcing plans to 
cut spending after struggles in 
rolling out its coronavirus jab.

Shares of Novavax plum-
meted 25 percent in extended 
trading, after the company re-
ported fourth-quarter earnings 
that missed analyst estimates.

While the firm should have 
enough money to fund opera-
tions, the situation is “subject to 
significant uncertainty,” it said 
in a statement.”Given these un-

certainties, substantial doubt 
exists” regarding its ability to 
carry on its business, Novavax 
added.On Tuesday, the com-
pany reported a loss of $182 
million in the fourth quarter, 
on weaker sales than expected 
at $357 million.

For now, the company is 
gearing up for a fall vaccination 
campaign and said it plans to 
focus on delivering an updated 
COVID-19 vaccine.

Maryland-based Novavax 
was an early frontrunner in the 
global vaccine race, but fell be-
hind after being hit by manu-
facturing and regulatory delays.
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