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His Highness the Amir of state 
of Qatar sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani patronized 
the 16th Education Excellence 
Day Award ceremony at shera-
ton Doha Hotel on Wednesday.

speaker of the shura Coun-
cil HE Hassan bin Abdullah 
Al Ghanem and a number of 
sheikhs, ministers and senior 
state officials and parents of 
the outstanding students at-
tended the ceremony.

HH the Amir honoured 
the 64 winners of the Educa-
tion Excellence Award, who are 

Master’s and PhD degree hold-
ers, university and secondary 
school graduates, and out-
standing primary and prepara-

tory school students. in addi-
tion to that the winners in the 
outstanding teacher and school 
categories and distinguished 
scientific research were hon-
oured.  A film about the award 
and the winners in various cat-
egories was screened during 
the ceremony. 

Also, the ceremony included 
a speech by Minister of Educa-
tion and Higher Education HE 
Buthaina bint Ali Al Jabr Al Nu-
aimi and a speech by Lieutenant 
Farhoud Zayed Al Hajri, win-
ner of the Education Excellence 
Award in the university student 
category, on behalf of the out-
standing honorees. pAge 16

aMir paTronizes educaTion  
ExcEllEncE Day awarD cErEmony

QNA
DOHa

His Highness the Amir of 
state of Qatar sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani met 
with the winners of 16th 
Education Excellence Day 
Award, on the sidelines of 
the ceremony which was 
held Wednesday morning at 
sheraton Doha Hotel.

HH the Amir expressed 

his delight over meeting the 
winners and his appreciation 
of their excellence. His High-
ness also urged the winners 
to continue excellence, dis-
tinction and creativity in all 
fields.

For their part, the win-
ners extended their thanks 
and gratitude to HH the 
Amir for honouring and tak-
ing interest in those who are 
distinguished, his constant 

support for education.
His Highness’ admira-

tion of the initiatives and 
proposals that were sug-
gested during the meeting, 
which motivates them to 
accomplish more achieve-
ments that will contribute to 
the renaissance of the coun-
try, stressing their quest to-
wards providing the best for 
the homeland, the winners 
said. pAge 16

Amir meets winners of Education  
Excellence Day Award

THe Ministry of Labour on Wednesday 
announced the closure and withdrawal of 
licenses of 23 Labour recruitment offices 
for violating the decision to regulate the 
conditions and procedures for licensing 
labour recruitment from abroad and for 
not responding to customer’s complaints.
THe move is part of the continuous 
follow-up and control on recruitment 
offices, and to ensure the implementa-
tion of decisions issued by the ministry, 
which would ptotect the rights of employ-
ers and domestic workers. The Ministry 
of Labour is carrying out continuous 
inspection campaigns on recruitment of-
fices to monitor their compliance with the 
implementation of the applied decisions 
to regulate the recruitment of domestic 
workers. (TNN) pAge 3

Ministry closes 23 
labour recruitment 

offices for violations

Amir honours 64 winners of Education Excellence Award

PriMe Minister and Minister of interior He Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin 
abdulaziz al Thani on Wednesday participated in the opening of the 40th 
session of arab interior Ministers Council in Tunis. Members of the official 
delegation accompanying the PM attended the opening. earlier in the day, 
the Prime Minister and Minister of interior, along with a number of Their 
Highnesses and excellencies arab interior Minister, met with President of 
the republic of Tunisia Kais Saied at the Presidential Palace of Carthage 
in Tunis. (QNA) pAge 2

PM takes part in Arab 
Interior Ministers Council

Cabinet approves 
establishment of 

UN House in Qatar
QNA
DOHa

THE Cabinet has approved a draft 
administrative arrangement for the 
establishment of the United Na-
tions House in Qatar.

The Cabinet, chaired by Dep-
uty Prime Minister and Minister 
of state for Defense Affairs HE Dr 
Khalid bin Mohammed Al Attiyah, 
took the decision on Wednesday.

The Cabinet approved a draft 
decision to amend some provi-
sions of Decision No 3 of 2003 to 
establish a permanent committee 
to manage the Abu samra border 
crossing.

it also approved a draft deci-
sion to amend the organization of 
some of the administrative units 
that form the General Tax Author-
ity, and to define its terms of refer-
ence.

The Cabinet then approved a 
draft decision by the Minister of Fi-
nance to establish departments in 
the administrative units that form 
the General Tax Authority, and to 
specify their terms of reference.

The Cabinet also okayed a draft 
decision of the Minister of Edu-
cation and Higher Education to 
amend some provisions of Decision 
No 13 of 2021 to form a school staff 
committee, define its terms of refer-
ence, work system, and rewards for 
its members.

it took the necessary measures 
to ratify a memorandum of under-
standing regarding granting Qatar 
the status of a dialogue partner in 
the shanghai Cooperation Organi-
zation (sCO).

The Cabinet was informed of the 
shura Council’s approval of a draft 
law amending some provisions of 
Law No. 6 of 2014 regulating real 
estate development.

The Cabinet reviewed the fol-
lowing two issues, and took the ap-
propriate decision in their regard:

1- The Ministry of Finance’s 
proposal to continue the joint ten-
ders and auctions committees that 
organize the work of more than one 
party, and to re-form them.

2- The quarterly report of the 
heavy transport regulatory commit-
tee.

This committee, established at 
the Ministry of Transport, is con-
cerned with studying all matters 
related to heavy transport, in par-
ticular the following:

1- studying ways to organize the 
heavy transport process, and pro-
posing appropriate mechanisms for 
that.

2- Developing the rules that 
work to localize the heavy transport 
activity.

3- Determining the frameworks 
and rules for the work of heavy 
transport vehicles, in coordination 
with the concerned authorities.

I congratu-
late the dis-
tinguished 
students 
for their 
excellence 
and achieve-

ment, wishing them success 
in their future paths. Qatar 
is proud of you and thrives 
on your determina-
tion and diligence.

Qatar provides $708 mn in aid to least developed countries in 2022
a few days ahead of the UN Confer-
ence on the Least Developed Countries 
(LDC5), to be held in Doha from March 
5-9, Qatar is has distinction of being one 
of the largest donors and supporters of 
the least developed countries. The Qatar 
Fund for Development (QFFD) has contrib-
uted $708 million over the past year, in 

total humanitarian and development aid.
Qatar’s efforts have been able to 

contribute to achieving sustainable and 
lasting peace and development, and to 
making change in fragile and marginalized 
societies around the world, by supporting 
basic resources, in addition to implement-
ing projects and programs for a number 

of UN organizations to back the least 
developed countries. QFFD Director 
general the Khalifa bin Jassim al Kuwari 
said QFFD is committed to financing 
development and relief projects around 
the world, as this had a great and direct 
impact on people’s lives, in more than 
42 countries in 2022.(QNA)
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Amir sends message to 
Kenyan president 

The Amir his highness Sheikh Tamim bin 
hamad Al Thani has sent a written message 
to President of Kenya Dr William Ruto, per-
taining to bilateral relations and the means 
of supporting and developing them. Assis-
tant Foreign Minister for Regional Affairs 
he Dr Mohammed bin Abdulaziz bin Salih Al 
Khulaifi handed over the message during a 
meeting with the Kenyan president in Nairobi 
on Wednesday. During the meeting, they 
discussed bilateral relations between the 
two countries and the international efforts to 
achieve security and stability in the region. 
(QNA)

Amir sends message to 
president of Burundi
The Amir his highness Sheikh Tamim bin 
hamad Al Thani has sent a written message 
to President of Burundi evariste Ndayishimi-
ye, pertaining to bilateral relations and the 
means of supporting and developing them. 
Assistant Foreign Minister for Regional Affairs 
he Dr Mohammed bin Abdulaziz bin Salih 
Al Khulaifi delivered the message during a 
meeting with the Burundi president in Bujum-
bura on Wednesday. During the meeting, they 
discussed bilateral relations between the two 
countries and the latest developments in the 
region. (QNA)

Amir sends condolences to 
president of Greece
The Amir his highness Sheikh Tamim bin 
hamad Al Thani sent a cable of condolences 
to President of Greece Katerina Sakellaro-
poulou, on the victims of a two-train collision 
near the city of Larissa, central Greece, wish-
ing the injured a speedy recovery. (QNA)

Deputy Amir condoles with 
president of Greece 
The Deputy Amir his highness Sheikh 
Abdullah bin hamad Al Thani sent a cable of 
condolences to President of Greece Katerina 
Sakellaropoulou, on the victims of a two-train 
collision near the city of Larissa, central 
Greece, wishing the injured a speedy recov-
ery. (QNA)

PM sends condolences to 
Greek counterpart
PRiMe Minister and Minister of interior he 
Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al 
Thani sent a cable of condolences to Prime 
Minister of Greece Kyriakos Mitsotakis, on 
the victims of a two-train collision near the 
city of Larissa, central Greece, wishing the 
injured a speedy recovery. (QNA)

PM leads Qatar’s delegation to Arab 
Interior Ministers Council 40th session  

Tunis: Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani partici-
pated in the opening of the 40th ses-
sion of Arab Interior Ministers Coun-
cil in Tunis on Wednesday.

The members of the official del-
egation accompanying the prime min-
ister attended the opening.

Earlier, the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior, along with a 
number of Arab interior ministers, 

met with President of Tunisia Kais 
Saied at the Presidential Palace of 
Carthage in Tunis. 

The session discussed a number 
of important topics on its agenda, es-
pecially the report of the Secretary-
General of the Council on the work 
of the General Secretariat between 
the 39th and 40th sessions of the 
Council, the report of the President 
of Naif Arab University for Security 
Sciences (NAUSS) on the work of 

the university over the period be-
tween the previous session and the 
current one, the recommendations 
issued by conferences and meetings 
held within the framework of the 
General Secretariat in 2022, and the 
results of joint meetings with Arab 
and international bodies in the same 
year.

The 40th session also discussed 
a vision to activate the work of the 
Council in the field of cyber security, 

combating electronic crimes, and in 
the field of respect for human rights 
in security work, and amending the 
Councils regulations in line with de-
velopments in its field of work. The 
Council will also consider approving 
the executive plan for the Arab strat-
egy to combat terrorism that has 
been developed in line with the UN 
strategy to combat terrorism, in ad-
dition to a number of other impor-
tant issues. (QNA)
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Shura deputy speaker stresses 
need to expose illegal Israeli 
practices against Palestinians

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa 
bin Abdulaziz Al Thani met with a number of interior ministers of Arab 
countries on the sidelines of the 40th session of the Arab Interior 
Ministers Council in Tunis on Wednesday. The prime minister met with 
Interior Minister of Tunisia Taoufik Charfeddine, Minister of Interior and 
Municipalities of Lebanon Bassam Mawlawi, Interior Minister of Yemen 
Ibrahim Haidan, Minister of Interior and Federal Affairs of Somalia 
Ahmed Moallim Fiqi, and Minister of Interior of Iraq Abdul Amir Al 
Shammari. During the meetings, they discussed relations between 
Qatar and their countries, and the ways to enhance the relations, espe-
cially in the security fields. (QNA)

QNA 
RABAT

DEPUTy Speaker of the Shura 
Council HE Dr Hamda bint 
Hassan Al Sulaiti has stressed 
the importance of Intensifying 
parliamentary efforts to expose 
the illegal practices of the Israe-
li occupation, increase effective 
solidarity with the Palestinian 
people, and provide all possible 
assistance to them to overcome 
all the difficulties they face.

Speaking at the 17th Par-
liamentary Assembly of the 
Mediterranean in Rabat, she 
condemned the Israeli occupa-
tion’s operations against inno-
cent Palestinians, pointing out 
that these measures contradict 
all international laws and con-
ventions, particularly those re-
lated to the protection of civil-
ians under occupation.

She stressed that all meas-
ures taken by Israel to settle or 
change the demographic com-
ponents of Al-Quds and the 
rest of the occupied territories 
are illegal according to interna-
tional legitimacy, principles of 
international law and human 
rights.

Dr Sulaiti highlighted the 
ambitious goals of the Mediter-
ranean Parliament, stressing 
that these goals, if achieved, 
will contribute to strengthen-
ing international peace and se-
curity, easing tensions in areas 
of conflict around the world, 
establish sustainable develop-
ment and eliminate poverty, 
deprivation, underdevelop-
ment and terrorism. 

She pointed out that, to 
achieve these goals, the ba-
sic rights of individuals and 
peoples must be respected, 
foremost of which are the inal-
ienable rights of the Palestin-
ian people, who continue their 
heroic struggle to confront the 
occupation and its crimes, and 
struggle to obtain their national 
rights and self-determination, 
and to establish their inde-
pendent state with East Jerusa-
lem as its capital, according to 
the Arab peace plan.

She called on the Mediter-
ranean Parliament to show 
solidarity and provide material 
and moral support to people in 
Syria and Turkey in the face of 
the great humanitarian catas-
trophe that befell them.

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani at the 40th session of Arab Interior Ministers Council in Tunis on Wednesday.

Amir meets UAE national security advisor
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani met 
with National Security Advisor of 
the United Arab Emirates 
SHEIKH Tahnoun bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan and his accompanying 
delegation at Lusail Palace on 
Wednesday.

At the beginning of the meet-
ing, Sheikh Tahnoun bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan conveyed the greetings 
of President of the United Arab 
Emirates HH Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan to HH the 
Amir, wishing him good health 
and happiness, and the Qatari 
people further progress and pros-
perity.

HH the Amir entrusted Sheikh 
Tahnoun with his greetings to 
the UAE president, wishing him 
good health and well-being, and 
the people of the UAE continued 
prosperity and progress.

During the meeting, they dis-
cussed the existing fraternal rela-

tions between the two countries 
and ways of strengthening them 
in various fields, and a number of 
issues of common concern.

Personal Representative of 

HH the Amir HH Sheikh Jassim 
bin Hamad Al Thani and a num-
ber of sheikhs and ministers at-
tended the meeting. 

On the Emirati side, Deputy 

Prime Minister and Minister of 
Presidential Court 

Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan attended the meeting.  
(QNA)

The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani met with National Security Advisor of the United Arab Emirates 
Sheikh Tahnoun bin Zayed Al Nahyan and his accompanying delegation at Lusail Palace on Wednesday.

PM MEETS ARAB INTERIOR MINISTERS



Tribune news neTwork
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The Ministry of Labour yester-
day announced the closure and 
withdrawal of licences of 23 
labour recruitment offices, for 
violating the decision to regu-
late the conditions and proce-
dures for licencing labour re-
cruitment from abroad and for 
not responding to customer’s 
complaints. This comes as part 
of the continuous follow-up 
and control efforts on recruit-
ment offices, and to ensure the 
implementation of decisions is-
sued by the Ministry, to main-
tain the rights of employers and 
domestic workers.

The closed recruitment 
agencies are Al Nasr Recruit-
ment Agency, Al-Shuyoukh 
Manpower, Al-Meer Manpow-
er, Friends Manpower Recruit-
ment, On Point Recruitment 
Solution, eurotec Manpower 
Recruitment, Regency Man-

power Recruitment, Top 
Unique Manpower, Al Waad 
Manpower Recruitment, Al-
Rashad Manpower Recruit-
ment, Al Sharif Manpower 
Recruitment, Al Baraka to 
Manpower Recruitment, Asian 
Gulf Manpower Recruitment, 
White Manpower Recruitment, 
Dana Doha Manpower Recruit-
ment, Al Nouf Recruitment 
Services, Royal Manpower Re-
cruitment, Al Wajba Manpow-
er Recruitment, Progressive 
Manpower Recruitment, earth 
Smart human Resources Com-
pany, Iram Manpower Recruit-
ment, Al Safsaf Manpower Re-
cruitment, Al Waab Manpower 
Recruitment.

The Ministry of Labour is 
carrying out continuous in-
spection campaigns on recruit-
ment offices to monitor their 
compliance with the imple-
mentation of the applied deci-
sions to regulate the recruit-
ment of domestic workers.

The Ministry stated that the 
inspection teams, during their 
rounds, make sure that the new 
forms of employment contracts 
for domestic workers are used 
in accordance with the terms 
of the decision to extend the 
guarantee, in addition to mak-
ing sure that they adhere to the 
recruitment prices according 
to the decision to set the maxi-
mum prices for the recruitment 
of domestic workers.

The Ministry of Labour has 
established direct means of 
communication to receive com-
plaints from the public, includ-
ing the hotline at 40288101, 
and has urged all citizens and 
residents to report any abuses 
or violations by domestic La-
bour recruitment offices re-
garding the implementation 
of the Ministry’s decisions on 
extension of the probationary 
period, or the decision to limit 
the maximum prices for the re-
cruitment of domestic workers.

Ministry shuts, revokes licences 
of 23 labour recruitment offices 
for not responding to complaints

Minister of Labour Meets aLgeria’s 
Minister of Labour and sociaL security

Minister of Labour HE Dr. Ali bin Sumaikh Al Marri met with Minister of Labour, Employment and Social 
Security of the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria Youcef Chorfa, during his visit to the Algerian capital 
of Algiers on Wednesday. The meeting discussed bilateral cooperation in the field of labour, the means to 
enhance and develop it, and exchange expertise between the two countries.(QNa)
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Absolute Sports Academy 
(ASA) in Doha secured a bagful 
of titles at Bahrain Junior and 
Senior Badminton Tournament 
2023 conducted by Bahrain Bad-
minton Association at Khalifa 
Sports City in Isa Town, Bahrain, 
last week.

The academy, which has 
a tie-up with Indian badmin-
ton legend Pullela Gopichand, 
excelled in different age cat-
egories with four of its trainees 
bagging eight titles.

Samiha Santhosh Shetty 
turned out to be the superstar 
of the tournament, winning all 
the titles she contested in. She 
won the U15 and U17 Girls Sin-
gles titles and capped it with 
winning the Women Doubles 
title by partnering with Lizbet 

Binu of Bahrain.
Pridav Shyam Gopan won 

the Boys U19 title, but finished 
as runner up in U15 and U17 
Boys categories.

Another promising player 
Jaiden Mathew won the U11 
Boys Singles title and won the 
doubles titles in the same age 
group, partnering with Aston 
Edison.

Officials from Pulela Gop-

ichand Academy expressed 
their delight at the steady pro-
gress the wards are making, 
with bagging some regional ti-
tles on the way.

“It was a fantastic effort 
from our players to win the top 
prizes in Bahrain,” said Akshay 
Gajbhiye, Head Coach of Qatar 
Operations from Pulela Gop-
ichand Academy, Hyderabad.

With their consistent per-

formance in Qatar and now 
with their win in Bahrain, the 
Absolute Sports Academy boys 
and girls have got valuable 
ranking points.

“Now our kids are top seed-
ed in two Gulf countries, and 
it’s a result of hard work and 
dedication from kids and par-
ents,” he added.

Earlier in the Qatar Bad-
minton Association National 
Championship U15 team 
event held a few weeks ago, 
the Absolute Sports Academy 
excelled with Samiha winning 
the Girls Singles title and also 
the team event along with 
Aeryn Elizabeth Pradeep, 
while Pridhav won the Boys 
Singles title and went on to 
win the team title in partner-
ship with Dillan Togi. Dillan 
incidentally lost the U15 boys 
singles final to Pridhav.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity (QC) has 
launched the ‘Ramadan: Leave 
Your Mark’ campaign, aiming 
to benefit nearly 1.9 million 
people in 41 countries, includ-
ing Qatar, with a total value of 
more than QR118 million.

The launch of the year 1444 
AH – 2023 Ramadan cam-
paign was announced at a press 
conference held at Qatar Char-
ity’s headquarters attended by 
Ahmad Yousef Fakhroo, CEO’s 
assistant for the Resources 
Development and Media sec-
tor; Faisal Rashid Al Fehaida, 
CEO’s assistant for the Pro-
grammes and Community De-
velopment sector; and Nawaf 
Al Hammadi, CEO’s assistant 
for the international operations 
and programs sector. 

Fakhroo extended con-
gratulations and sincere wishes 
to Qatar’s leadership, govern-
ment, citizens and residents on 
the approaching Holy Month 
of Ramadan, praying to Allah 
to let all reach Ramadan and 
that peace, harmony and hap-
piness prevail everywhere in 
the world.

On behalf of Qatar Charity, 
he thanked the philanthropists 
for their continued trust in it, 
for their support to its project 
throughout the year and for do-
nating to its previous Ramadan 
drives.

He urged them to support 
the ‘Ramadan: Leave Your 
Mark’ campaign to reach the 
expected number of beneficiar-
ies, including the internally 
displaced persons (IDPs), refu-

gees, those affected by disasters 
and crisis, the underprivileged 
and those in need worldwide. 

He thanked the media, so-
cial media influencers and hu-
manitarian ambassadors for 
their great role in supporting 
Qatar Charity’s numerous pro-
jects and campaigns, highlight-
ing their humanitarian and de-
velopment impact.  

The Ramadan drive in-
cludes several seasonal pro-
jects, which are ‘Feed the Fast-
ing’ (food packages and Iftar 
meals and tables), ‘Zakat Al-
Fitr’, ‘Eid Clothing’, and ‘Eid 
Gift’ for orphans and children 
from low-income families.

Speaking about Qatar 
Charity’s Ramadan projects to 
be implemented within Qatar, 
Fehaida said, “Nearly 900,000 
people are expected to ben-
efit from the Ramadan projects 
worth approximately QR87.5 
million.” 

He said the campaign will 
include seasonal projects for 
workers, low-income families, 
orphans and expatriates, and 
seeks to deliver assistance to 

those in debt, widows and those 
in a humanitarian situation, 
the sick and others through the 
‘Alaqraboon’ platform. 

He noted that many aware-
ness and cultural projects and 
voluntary initiatives will be im-
plemented. 

He added that the ‘Feed 
the Fasting’ projects will cov-
er most areas of the country, 
which are as below: 
Mobile Iftar for Workers: 
It includes ready-to-eat meals, 
which will be distributed to 
108,000 workers in their place 
of residing, with a value of 
QR1,818,000.
Iftar Tables for the Fast-
ing: Nearly 34 collective iftar 
tables will be held for workers 
throughout the month in vari-
ous locations covering most re-
gions of Qatar. Iftar meals will 
be provided for the workers, in 
addition to Ramadan sermons 
delivered in their languages. 
The project worth over QR8 
million will be implemented for 
the benefit of 343,500 people.
Mobile Iftar: It will include 
Iftar snacks for those who will 

be at traffic signals and un-
able to reach home before the 
Adhaan (call) of the Magribh 
prayer. 
Iftar for Expatriates: It is 
Iftar tables organised, in co-
operation with the expatriate 
communities, to benefit work-
ers and low-income expatriate 
families. 
From Home to Home: 
Meals, prepared by Qatari 
families, will be distributed to 
families with limited income.
Ramadan Supply: Vouchers 
will be provided to low-income 
households, widows and expa-
triate families to get Ramadan 
food supplies before the begin-
ning of the holy month. Some 
10,000 families are expected 
beneficiaries of this QR2.5 mil-
lion project.  
Ramadan Soqya: Water 
bottles will be distributed to 
worshipers in mosques during 
Ramadan. 
Charity Kitchen: Qatar 
Charity reserves two kitchens 
for Ramadan and cooperates 
with Qatari personalities and 
volunteers to prepare meals 

for low-income families. The 
project is expected to ben-
efit 15,000 people at a cost of 
QR480,000. 

Zakat Al-Fitr & Eid Gits 
Zakat Al-Fitr worth more than 
QR1.1 million will support 
1,000 low-income families 
(74,000 individuals).
Eid Gifts for Orphans and 
Children from Low-In-
come Families: An amount 
of money will be given as a gift 
to orphans sponsored by Qatar 
Charity, and to children from 
low-income families to share 
the joy of Eid with them. Some 
1,800 children are expected to 
benefit from the QR720,000 
Eid gift projects. 

‘Alaqraboon’ Assistance
This is a financial aid to help 
those in debt, those facing an 
emergency humanitarian situa-
tion and the sick. Some 10,000 
cases are expected to be the 
beneficiaries of the assistance 
worth nearly QR71 million.

Cultural Programmes & 
Voluntary Initiatives
Fehaida explained that there 
will be a variety of cultural pro-
jects and awareness initiatives 
in Ramadan, including Khair 
Home, Ramadan Box for chil-
dren, Initiatives Challenged 
and Eid Festival for Volunteers. 

Projects outside Qatar 
Speaking about the Rama-
dan projects that will be im-
plemented outside Qatar, 
Hammadi said Qatar Charity, 
through its field offices and lo-
cal partners, aims to implement 

the projects in 40 countries 
and will focus on disaster and 
crisis-hit countries like Syria, 
Turkey, Somalia, Bangladesh 
(including Rohingya refugees), 
and Palestine. 

He added that more than 
one million people are expect-
ed to benefit from the Rama-
dan projects worth over QR31 
million. 

He said these projects are 
divided into three main 
projects:
Feed the Fasting: The pro-
ject consists of either ready-to-
eat Iftar meals or essential food 
packages for a family for the 
whole month of Ramadan. The 
project worth nearly QR21.3 
million is expected to benefit 
452,400 people. 
Zakat Al-Ftir: It aims to 
share the joy of Eid with the 
underprivileged. The project 
worth nearly QR8.2 million is 
expected to benefit 542,200 
people. 
The Eid Clothing: This aims 
to share the joy of Eid with or-
phans. Some 7,065 orphans are 
expected to benefit from the 
Eid clothing worth more than 
QR1.4 million. 

How to Donate
Benefactors can easily donate 
to the projects of the ‘Rama-
dan: Leave Your Mark’ cam-
paign through Qatar Charity’s 
website (qcharity.org/en/qa), 
app (qch.qa/appen), branches 
and collection points located in 
malls and commercial centres, 
in addition to requesting for a 
“Home Collector” and dialing 
44920000 to donate.

Qatar Charity to implement QR118mn worth Ramadan 
projects in 41 countries; nearly 1.9mn people to  benefit

MERIAM JELLITI
DOHA 

STUDENTS, parents, and cor-
porates are coming together 
to support the first edition of 
Education Above All’s ‘Goal-
s4Good’ Ramadan Tourna-
ment on March 10 at Doha Col-
lege. 

The aim is to raise one mil-
lion Qatari riyals for EAA’s 
projects across the world with 
specific focus on supporting 
children in Myanmar, Zan-
zibar, Somalia, Sudan, Mali, 
Cambodia Together Project, 
Assalam Schools in Qatar, 
ROTA Programme Project 
Youth Volunteers for Training 
and Development and Al Fak-
hoora access to higher educa-
tion in Gaza, Syria, Turkey and 
Lebanon.

“What is very special about 
this event, is that it’s a fam-
ily event where all families 
are invited for free. It is very 
similar to Ramadan fairs but 
we have added two essential 
components for the children: 
sports and art,” said Parintaj 
Sulaiman, EAA’s director of 
partnerships. 

“We have attempted to 
recreate the FIFA atmosphere 
with the music, songs, match-
es, tournaments and games. 
We have 150 volunteers in-
cluding students and parents 
who are committed to making 
this event a success. It is heart-
warming to see the community 

of Qatar coming together for 
this special event. We are a bit 
overwhelmed because the re-
sponse has been very positive. 
The event is getting bigger than 
we intended but we are very ex-
cited and plan to carry on with 
this event on an annual basis”, 
she said.

Sulaiman said that schools 
from all over Qatar are par-
ticipating in the FIFA-inspired 
tournament. A special art tour-
nament for children with spe-
cial abilities will also be held 
with Qatar Museums as the 
judge of the competition. She 
hoped that it will promote the 
students’ art. An exhibition 
will also take held on the spot 
with 60 of the 250 entries being 
picked for it.

Not only are the children of 
Qatar coming together to sup-
port a higher cause  which is 
the education of other children, 
but also, the event’s expenses 
are completely covered by 

EAA’s partnerships. The main 
sponsors of the event are Qa-
tar Airways, Carrefour Qatar, 
Qatar Shell, Marriott World-
wide Business Councils Qatar. 
“Hundred percent of the funds 
raised will be sent to our educa-
tion projects,” she said.

“The people of Qatar have 
always been the most charita-
ble, so having Qatar corporates 
involved is a very important 
part of the partnership and 
our goals. Around 15 million 
children are accessing educa-
tion because of us, and we’re 
not talking about support for 
one year, one school or one 
book. We’re talking of full five 
years of primary education. It’s 
not only about the money, it’s 
about people. Using the net-
work to create this awareness 
and support is one of the main 
reasons of this tournament”, 
she stressed.

Sulaimani further stressed 
that they are looking at the goal 

of a one million Qatari riyals, 
especially as the cost of the 
event is almost zero. “It’s sim-
ply students coming together 
to create a business and com-
panies and corporations com-
ing together to create the event.

“And I can say that every-
thing is happening in sustain-
able manner. We are very lucky 
to have these partners and this 
very strong support, and these 
are our annual partners, not 
one-time partners”, she reiter-
ated.

“The event will host around 
2,000 participants, including 
students, parents, teachers and 
volunteers. And we are looking 
forward to welcoming everyone 
to join the event free of charge, 
enjoy the tournament and take 
part of the many activities and 
games during the event”, she 
concluded.

These projects assist mar-
ginalised and impoverished 
children with opportunities 
and hope for a better future, 
which intends to provide and 
increase access to educational 
facilities and resources and 
improve the quality of educa-
tion.

The Education Above All 
Foundation is one of the largest 
international institutions in the 
field of development and edu-
cation which operates in more 
than 50 countries worldwide 
helping 15 million children and 
youth overcome barriers and 
access quality education.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

IN parallel with the Bowel 
Cancer Awareness Campaign 
which is held in March every 
year, the Primary Health Care 
Corporation (PHCC), through 
the Screen for Life Program, 
has launched an awareness 
campaign on the screening of 
bowel cancer which is the one 
of the most common cancers 
among women and men in Qa-
tar.

The Breast and Bowel Can-
cer Screening Program, also 
known as ‘Screen for Life’, is 
a lifesaving, population-based 
programme that aims to pro-
mote education, awareness 
and early detection of breast 
and bowel cancer in Qatar. The 
programme is being conducted 
under Qatar’s National Cancer 
Program and in accordance 
with the country’s National 
Health Strategy 2011-2016, 
which represents a shift to-
wards preventive and commu-
nity-based care. Therefore, on 
a yearly basis, the programme 
launches a nationwide cam-
paign to raise awareness about 
bowel cancer and the impor-
tance of screening. 

The month-long campaign 
is aimed at educating the public 
about the importance of early 
detection of bowel cancer and 
to promote getting screened 
with a free bowel test which is 
known as the Fecal Immuno-
chemical Test (FIT test) offered 
to all women and men in Qatar 
aged 50-74 years, showing no 
symptoms related to bowel can-
cer and who did not have bowel 
cancer screening done in the 
last two years or any colonos-
copy within the last 10 years to 
do the bowel cancer screening.

Bowel cancer screening test 
(FIT test) is a home screening 
test in which the participant 
takes three stool samples over a 
period of one week and submits 
them afterwards to the nearest 
health centre. Bowel cancer 
screening service is accessible 
either through a face-to-face 
consultation or a phone consul-
tation. Either way, the process 
starts by confirming the par-
ticipants’ details and eligibility 
criteria by the cancer screen-
ing team. Then, the team will 
guide the participant on how 

to perform the test at home. It 
is worth mentioning that home 
delivery service was reactivated 
recently after the acceptance 
shown during its initial acti-
vation during COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Throughout the month of 
March, the ‘Screen for Life’ 
team will be actively doing dif-
ferent activities, starting from 
lectures and workshops, as well 
as digital media campaign. In 
addition to this, Screen for Life, 
through PHCC, will be collabo-
rating with its programme am-
bassadors and social media in-
fluencers to promote the bowel 
cancer awareness and impor-
tance of screening. 

“Our slogan ‘preventable, 
treatable, curable’ is to remind 
all women and men, 50 years 
and above, to do their routine 
screening even if they don’t 
have any symptoms. Let us not 
forget, bowel cancer is among 
the cancer with highest preva-
lence in Qatar, however; when 
detected at early stages, recov-
ery rate can reach to 90% and 
above,” said Dr Shaikha Abu 
Shaikha, director of the screen-
ing programmes at the PHCC. 

The enrolment to the pro-
gramme can be through either 
receiving a call from the cancer 
screening call centre to sched-
ule an appointment, by a physi-
cian’s electronic referral to the 
cancer screening program or by 
the participants calling the can-
cer screening call centre num-
ber 8001112 to schedule the 
appointment. The Breast and 
Bowel cancer screening suites 
are available in four different 
health centres across Qatar: 
Al Wakrah, Rawdat Al Khail, 
Muaither and Laibeib. All these 
clinics are fully equipped with 
the highest technology and well 
trained professional team.

So, if you are eligible or know 
someone who is eligible for bow-
el cancer screening, all you have 
to do is to call the National can-
cer screening call centre number 
800 1112 and our team will book 
you an appointment.

EAA Ramadan Goals4Good Tournament 
aims to raise QR 1million for charity work

PHCC drive to encourage 
bowel cancer screening

ASA players win badminton titles at Bahrain tournament

Campaign slogan  
is ‘Preventable, 
Treatable, Curable’
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NU-Q scholar unpacks aesthetics 
of social change at Egypt event

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Renowned anthropologist Jessica 
winegar examined the aesthetics of grass-
roots youth initiatives in egypt, tracing 
their connections to both the 2011 upris-
ings and subsequent reactionary move-
ments around the world, at the Institute 
for Advanced Study in the Global South’s 
(#IAS_nUQ) latest colloquium, The 
Paradox of Promoting Social Change in 
egypt: Conservative Aesthetics on the eve 
of the 2011 Uprising.

In her talk attended by northwest-
ern University in Qatar (nU-Q) faculty, 
students and staff, winegar, professor of 
anthropology and Middle east and north 
African studies at northwestern Univer-
sity, examined how, across various youth-
led arts and activist initiatives, different 
aesthetic forms worked, paradoxically, to 
legitimise regime power and delegitimise 
revolutionary movements with the 2011 
egyptian uprisings as a case study.

winegar began her talk by present-
ing findings from ethnographic research 
in egypt in the lead-up to and during the 
2011 uprisings. 

Challenging mainstream portrayals 
of the Arab Spring, she said, “Media and 

scholarly portrayals of the 2011 uprisings 
often portray them as ‘youth revolutions,’ 
and it gives the impression that all youth 
supported it, and this was hardly the case. 
Ignoring youth who were suspects of the 
uprisings actually impedes our under-
standing of why the revolution eventually 
did not achieve its aims.” 

She explained how millions of young 
egyptians ended up supporting the status 
quo that they had earlier rejected during 
the 2011 revolution. 

“These youth were lower middle class-
es and, like many of the young, were part 
of the social change,’ she noted. “They just 
did so from the worldview that respects 
for authority in all its forms and bourgeois 

values and aspirations, and these were all 
bound up in a mixture of state-influenced 
nationalism and by particular interpreta-
tions of Islam.”

drawing on stories from a group of 
young egyptians who did not fully sup-
port the revolution, winegar explained 
how this worldview, embodied in their 
aesthetic practices and judgment, shaped 
members’ opposition towards the upris-
ings.  “These individuals developed strat-
egies to work within the structures of the 
system that made sense to them,” said 
winegar. 

Jessica winegar is the author of nu-
merous books and articles on culture and 
politics in the Middle east and the US. 

‘Walled Off’: GU-Q hosts premiere of critically-acclaimed documentary
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

QATAR Foundation partner 
Georgetown University in Qatar 
(GU-Q) hosted the regional pre-
miere of the critically acclaimed 
documentary ‘walled off’, writ-
ten and directed by Vin Arfuso, 
the latest event in the universi-
ty’s Palestine Speaker Series. 

The film explores the com-
plex social, political and eco-
nomic issues surrounding the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and 
the impact of occupation and 
the separation barrier on the 
lives of those affected by it. Fol-
lowing the screening, the film’s 
director and two co-producers 
joined GU-Q scholars on a panel 

discussion around the themes 
explored in the film.

walled off has drawn a 
star-studded list of supporters, 
including co-producers Roger 
waters of Pink Floyd and the 
grandson of nelson Mandela, 
Kweku Mandela, who also ap-

pears in the film. In his welcom-
ing remarks, GU-Q dean dr 
Safwan Masri commented on 
the film’s ability to reach new 
audiences and humanize per-
sonal stories of struggle. “Art 
that engages with social, politi-
cal, and cultural issues—like this 

film—has the power to bring at-
tention to important issues and 
create critical spaces for dia-
logue,” he said.

The panellists shared their 
unique perspectives on the 
impact and importance of us-
ing art, including visual art, 

performance art, music, lit-
erature and film, to promote 
intercultural dialogue and in-
spire people to work towards 
a better world. “Art has always 
been a powerful tool for society 
to understand itself, and when 
it is combined with the rigours 
of a documentary, it can reveal 
new narratives and shed light 
on lesser-known histories and 
experiences,” said panel mod-
erator and professor of history 
at GU-Q dr Abdullah Al-Arian.

director Vin Arfuso dis-
cussed the experience of film-
ing the documentary with friend 
and co-producer Anwar Hadid 
on a trip to their ancestral home-
land, and his choice to use main-
stream media clips contrasted 

against the authentic stories of 
lived realities to challenge estab-
lished narratives. 

Lina Hadid, a lawyer, co-
producer, lobbyist and activist, 
shared her experience in advo-
cating for Palestinian rights and 
how art can be a powerful tool 
for change. 

Led by Associate Profes-
sors Abdullah Al-Arian, Karine 
walther and Visiting Assis-
tant Professor nadya Sbaiti, 
and with the support of GU-Q 
dean Safwan Masri, the Pales-
tine Speaker Series is part of a 
larger project at GU-Q which 
aims to provide a platform for 
dialogue and analysis of the 
historical and contemporary is-
sues facing Palestine.

WCM-Q alumna wins 
ASH Scholar Award

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

weILL Cornell Medicine-Qatar 
(wCM-Q) alumna dr Afaf osman 
has been presented with 
a highly coveted award 
by the American Society 
of Haematology (ASH).

dr osman, who 
graduated from wCM-
Q in 2014, is one of only 
six awardees in the US 
in the clinical junior fac-
ulty section of the 2023 
Scholar Awards handed 
out this year by ASH, 
which is regarded as the 
world’s leading profes-
sional haematology society. 

The ASH scholarship awards rec-
ognise the achievements of emerging 
research scientists in the field of hae-
matology and also provide financial 
support to help them transition from 
training programs to careers as inde-
pendent investigators.

After graduating with her Md 
degree from wCM-Q, dr. osman 
completed three years of residency 
training at Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity School of Medicine in Baltimore, 
Maryland, followed by a fellowship in 
haematology/oncology at the Univer-

sity of Chicago. She is currently an as-
sistant professor at the University of 
Utah Huntsman Cancer Institute in 
Salt Lake City where she studies the 
genetic risk for developing leukaemia. 

dr osman said: “I’m 
honoured to receive the 
ASH Scholar Award. 
This award provides 
critical support for my 
research programme 
studying leukaemia pre-
cursor conditions. I’m 
grateful to the mentor-
ship I received at wCM-
Q that opened the doors 
for me to train at top re-
search institutions in the 
US.”

during her time at wCM-Q, dr. 
osman took several of her clinical 
electives at weill Cornell Medicine in 
new York. She also spent time in the 
US working in the laboratory as part 
of wCM-Q’s Student Summer Re-
search Programme.

dr Thurayya Arayssi, vice dean 
for academic and curricular affairs 
at wCM-Q, said: “All of us at wCM-
Q are immensely happy to hear that 
dr osman’s talent and dedication 
has been deservedly recognised with 
a prestigious Scholar Award from the 
American Society of Haematology.”

Dr Afaf Osman



● The selected projects include 14 feature narratives, 12 feature documentaries, seven series, and 11 shorts 
● As many as 13 of these films have been helmed by Qatari directors and Qatar-based filmmakers 
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Existing global sustainabil-
ity frameworks don’t take into 
account the reality of coun-
tries like Qatar which sit on the 
harshest desert on the planet, 
and with minimal biocapacity. 
is it then fair, or even logical, to 
rank countries like Qatar and 
the Republic of Congo – one of 
the most biologically important 
forest ecosystems on the planet 
– using the same sustainability 
frameworks?

“Vastly diverse ecosystems 
mean the journey towards a 
sustainable future should and 
will look different for different 
countries – one that should be 
shaped by questions that fully 
consider the unique challenges 
in each country or region and 
tailor solutions accordingly,” 
said Dr. gonzalo Castro de la 
Mata, executive director of 
Earthna Centre for a sustain-
able Future, a member of Qatar 
Foundation (QF).

“We can’t import practices, 
solutions, or even policies from 
countries that are very different 
from us in terms of their ecolo-
gy. instead, we have to reframe 
the questions and discussions 
so we can come up with local 
solutions to create a sustaina-
bility framework that works for 

us. And that is precisely what 
the upcoming Earthna summit 
will focus on.”

titled, ‘Building new sus-
tainability Pathways for Hot 
and Arid Environments’, the 
summit will take place in 
Msheireb Downtown Doha on 
8-9 March and is organised by 
Earthna in collaboration with 
Qatar’s Ministry of Environ-
ment and Climate Change.

its four main streams will 
focus on creating new sustain-
ability frameworks for hot and 
arid environments; food secu-
rity, adaptation and resilience; 
climate and energy; and biodi-
versity, ecosystems and indig-
enous knowledge.

A unique aspect of the 
summit will be its emphasis 

on weaving indigenous knowl-
edge into all its streams, as it 
provides a platform for experts 
and policymakers in sustain-
ability to learn from and ex-
change knowledge with those 
who know their countries best 
– their indigenous peoples. 
through this, the summit aims 
to bring renewed focus to ex-
amining ancestral practices, 
and how they can potentially 
support plans for advancing 
sustainability in the world of 
today – reflecting the fact that 
hot and arid climates have been 
part of the fabric of our planet 
for centuries, and so the past 
holds knowledge that can serve 
the present and future.

“indigenous communi-
ties have developed practices 
that allow them to live with 
and from nature by respecting 
natural resources and cultural 
values. some of these practices 
are still relevant today” said Dr. 
Castro de la Mata. 

He highlighted that often 
when looking for solutions, we 
find ourselves focusing solely 
on the latest modern tech-
nologies, which of course are 
important, but equally impor-
tant is “learning from adaptive 
practices that have developed 
throughout hundreds of years 
and can provide insights in the 
modern context.”

QF’S Earthna summit is set to focus on 
local solutions to create a sustainability 
framework that’s tailored for local needs

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

A total of 44 films, including fea-
ture narratives, documentaries, 
web series and shorts, have been 
selected for the Doha Film in-
stitute’s (DFi) Qumra 2023, the 
institute’s annual industry incu-
bator event. Qumra 2023 will of-
fer networking and development 
opportunities for the selected 
projects from 23 countries as part 
of Qumra’s mission to accelerate 
the success of filmmakers from 
the region and beyond and pre-
pare them to bring their projects 
to audiences around the world. 

talents associated with the 
selected projects will take part 
in Qumra’s innovative hybrid 
event, participating in mentor-
ship and networking activities 
in-person from March 10 to 15 
and online from March 19 to 21, 
2023. Of the 44 projects, 29 are 
recipients of the DFi grants pro-
gramme, and five are supported 
through the Qatari Film Fund. 
24 projects have participated 
in DFi training Programmes 
(Hezayah scriptwriting lab, 
Producers Lab, shorts script 
Lab, Doc Lab with Rithy Panh, 
series Lab and First Cut Lab). 
in all, eight feature projects are 
in development, five in produc-
tion and 13 in post-production, 
7 in Qumra series, and 11 are in 
Qumra shorts. 

Qumra 2023 features 13 
projects by Qatar-based talent, 
including seven by Qatari na-
tionals. Highlighting the evolu-
tion of series, Qumra 2023 will 
nurture seven series projects by 
emerging talent. 

Fatma Hassan Alremaihi, 
chief executive officer of the 
DFi, said the projects being nur-
tured at Qumra 2023 have been 
selected from a diverse pool of 
films from across the world sup-
ported by the institute. “Qumra 
is creating a new space for in-
dependent and new voices in 
cinema, and we are impressed 
by the diversity and depth of the 
original themes that emerging 
filmmakers are exploring. Our 
goal is to support independent 
voices in cinema in their script-
to-screen journey. We are hon-
oured to have the support of the 
acclaimed film luminaries and 
industry experts who provide 
mentoring and guidance for the 
selected projects.”

Projects in development par-
ticipate in group and individual 
sessions with Qumra Masters 
and industry mentors in script 
consulting, legal, sales, market-
ing and co-production advice, 
along with individual match-
making sessions for projects 
in post-production, which are 

presented in a series of closed 
rough-cut screenings to leading 
festival programmers, broad-
casters, market representatives, 
sales agents and distributors.  

Film projects at Qumra 
2023 come from varied geogra-
phies, from Algeria to indonesia 
and Mexico to Mongolia. the 
talents will take part in group 
and individual consultation ses-
sions with Qumra Masters and 
industry mentors in script de-
velopment, legal, sales, market-
ing, and co-production. Films 
in post-production will benefit 
from individual matchmaking 
and private rough-cut screen-
ings with leading international 
festival programmers, broad-
casters, market representatives, 
sales agents and distributors, 
providing opportunities for wide 
exhibition and distribution. 

Multi-award-winning Brit-
ish playwright, screenwriter, 
and director sir Christopher 
Hampton (the Father, Dan-
gerous Liaisons, Atonement); 
veteran film, tV and theatre 

producer David Parfitt (the 
Father, shakespeare in Love, 
My Week with Marilyn, Lov-
ing Vincent); visionary cos-
tume designer Jacqueline 
West (Dune, the Revenant, 
the Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button); Award-winning scot-
tish filmmaker Lynne Ramsay 
(We need to talk About Kevin, 
You Were never Really Here, 
Ratcatcher); and critically ac-
claimed British filmmaker Mi-
chael Winterbottom (the Road 
to guantanamo, A Mighty 
Heart, Welcome to sarajevo) 
will guide the filmmakers as 
Qumra Masters, providing one-
to-one mentoring sessions. 

2023 Qumra Projects
Development- Feature 
Narrative

Perfumed with Mint by 
Emmy Award-winning cinema-
tographer Muhammed Hamdy; 
the Other Wife by Meriem; El 
Bastardiya - Once Upon A time 
in tripoli by Abdullah Al-ghaly; 
and Weedestine by said Zagha.

In-Production- Feature 
Narrative

thank You for Banking with 
Us! by Laila Abbas; sink by Zain 
Duraie; and the station by sara 
ishaq. 

Post-Production - Feature 
Narrative
Brief History of a Family by 
Jianjie; if Only i Could Hiber-
nate by Zoljargal Purevdash; 
Hounds by Kamal Lazraq; 
tiger stripes directed by 
Amanda nell Eu; Backstage by 
Afef Ben Mahmoud and Khalil 
Benkirane; Dead Dog by sarah 
Francis; and Motherhood by 
Meryam Joobeur.    
   
Development - Feature 
Documentary

souraya Mon Amour by 
nicolas Khoury; the Woman 
i never Called Mum  by sab-
rina Adiri Chemloul; Fouledh 
by Mehdi Hmili and Abdal-
lah Chamekh; and the Myth 
of Mahmoud by Mayar Ham-
dan;

In-Production- Feature 
Documentary 

West of May by sarah srage; 
and Women of My Life by Zah-
raa ghandour.

Post-Production - Feature 
Documentary

Bye Bye tiberias by Lina 
soualem; Machtat by sonia Ben 
slama; After the Bridge directed 
by Marzia toscano; Monisme 
by Riar Rizaldi; River of toads 
by Juan Carlos núñez Chavar-
ría; and the Forgotten by gha-
da terawi.

Qumra Series 
Land of nairi by Ovsanna 

gevorgyan; Miara by talal sel-
hami and Jawad Lahlou; nguya 
by Michiel Robberecht and 
Precy numbi; status Quo by 
gilbert Karam and Hiba Louis; 
From the Mountain by Faisal 
Attrache; the House that my 
Mother Built by Alyaa Musa; 
and Let the Earth Burn by sofia 
Alaoui. 

Qumra Shorts 
Bel Falstini by Obada 

Jarbi; 17-0: the Untold story 
by Fatma Al-ghanim; this i 
Remember by Alessandra El 
Chanti; i Wished for solitude 
by Hamad Alfayhani; Missed 
Connections  by Dhoha Ab-
delsattar; Holy Feet by Ka-
rim Emara; Alaqiq: Darkness 
of Media by Mohammed A 
Al-suwaidi and Kummam Al 
Maadeed; Continuity by nadia 
Al-Khater; Beauty in solace by 
Ali Al-Hajri; and gihan by Ha-
deer Omar; Villa 187 by Eiman 
Mirghani.

44 projects from 23 countries selected 
for Doha Film Institute’s Qumra 2023

Tribune news neTwork
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WAnt to host the perfect if-
tar? Complete your home with 
Home Centre’s wide variety of 
furniture and décor, latest co-
ordinated collections, exclusive 
designer-collabs and Ramadan 
must-haves that allow you to 
perfect the occasion.

For all of us the Holy 
Month of Ramadan is as much 
a spiritual time and one of deep 
reflection and introspection as 
it is festive; a time when fami-
lies and dear ones come to-
gether, and generous gestures 
abound and hospitality reaches 
new heights. it is when home-
makers across the region are 
looking to elevate their hosting 
game, all in the effort to ‘Per-
fect the occasion’. 

no corner of the home 
is left unattended, no aspect 
missed, no detail too small to 
leave out. this can put a lot of 
pressure on you. 

From a variety of aspi-
rational and on-trend coor-
dinated furniture and décor 
themes to an exclusive col-
laboration with Kashida stu-
dios on a stunning calligraphy 
collection, budget-friendly 
options, Ramadan must-
haves and more, Home Cen-
tre’s here to help you find the 
pieces that reflect your home, 
your iftars, your festive flair, 
because it’s your home that 

will perfect the occasion this 
Ramadan.

Modern Nomad
A contemporary nod to the 

rich heritage of Bedouin hospi-
tality, the collection showcases 
natural wooden finishes in rich 
walnut paired with beaten met-
al in brass tones. sumptuous, 
curved silhouettes in earthy 
hues complete this exotic fes-
tive look.

Evren Collection 
inspired by the symbolism 

of the circular form, this luxe 
collection combines plush fab-
rics, natural marble, gold ac-
cents and abstract floral motifs 
to create an ambience that is 
both elegant and contempo-
rary.

Kashida for Home Centre
An exclusive collab with 

Kashida Design, the undulating 
movement of calligraphy in-
spires the flowing, rhythmic vibe 
of this decor ranges from the 
‘tree of life’ collection. Modern, 
handcrafted pieces and seamless 
designs make for pieces that will 
elevate the decor of your home.

La Vie Elegante 
Opulent, bold and ‘Oh! so 

stylish’, this collection in black 
and gold will add more than a 
hint of grandeur to any room.

to know more, check out 
Home Centre’s latest Ramadan 
catalogue at homecentre.com 
with their latest collections 
in living, home décor, dining, 
serveware, bedroom furniture 
and kid’s room.

Home Centre launches exclusive 
furniture and décor for Ramadan

MoPH launches campaign to help public reduce sugar, salt & fat
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

tHE Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH), in collaboration with 
Hamad Medical Corporation 
(HMC) and Primary Health Care 
Corporation (PHCC), on Wednes-
day launched the fourth phase of 
the ‘start now’ campaign to en-
courage the community to adopt a 
healthy lifestyle.

in its fourth phase, the cam-
paign focuses on helping communi-
ty members make healthier choices 
by reducing the consumption of 

sugar, salt and fat, and how to read 
food labels. 

the campaign comes as a con-
tinuation of the Ministry of Public 
Health’s efforts to support the adop-
tion of healthy lifestyles which are in 
line with the health strategies and 
the Qatar national Vision 2030.

the campaign will run through-
out the month of March, which is 
internationally known as nutri-
tion Month. the gulf nutrition 
Week also falls within this month 
from March 7 to 13, which raises 
awareness about the importance of 
healthy nutrition.

As part of the campaign, aware-
ness messages and videos will be 
published continuously on social 
media and websites. 

Dr salah Abdullah Al Yafei, act-
ing manager of Health Promotion 
and non-Communicable Diseases, 
and head of Health Education Pro-
grammes at the Ministry of Public 
Health (MoPH), said: “the cam-
paign comes as part of the efforts 
of the Ministry of Public Health 
and its partners to raise awareness 
on the importance of promoting 
healthy lifestyle and changing un-
healthy behaviours among mem-

bers of the community in Qatar.”
He added, “through the cam-

paign, we aim to raise community 
awareness about the health risks 
associated with consuming sugar, 
salt and fat in large quantities and 
provide useful practical tips while 
raising awareness on how to read 
food labels.”

the ‘start now’ campaign was 
launched in 2017, and during the 
first three phases of the campaign, 
the focus was on raising awareness 
of regular physical activity, choos-
ing healthy foods and beverages, 
and encouraging healthy lifestyle.Dr Salah Abdullah Al Yafei.

A still from the film Hounds A scene from The Station

Gonzalo Castro de la Mata
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DPA 
ATHENS

HOPES are fading in Greece 
that rescue workers will find 
survivors after a train collision 
killed dozens of people on Tues-
day night.

Emergency services say at 
least 36 people were killed in 
the head-on crash between a 
freight train and a passenger 
train near the city of Larissa.

The death toll is likely to 
rise as more victims are iden-
tified. This could take time as 
DNA analysis will be required, 
given the level of destruction 
in the front carriages caused 
by the crash and a subsequent 
fire, state broadcaster ERT re-
ported.

Seventy-two people were 
taken to hospital, some of them 
with serious injuries.

There were 342 passengers 
and 10 railroad employees on 
the passenger train from Athens 
to Thessaloniki plus two drivers 
on the freight train.

Greek Prime Minister Kyri-
akos Mitsotakis called the acci-
dent an “unspeakable tragedy” 
as he visited the scene at mid-
day. Visibly moved, he prom-
ised that the cause of the acci-
dent would be fully investigated.

The main task is to treat the 
wounded and identify the bod-
ies, he said, adding that every-
thing possible would be done 
to ensure that nothing like this 
ever happens again.

Transport Minister Kostas 
Karamanlis promised that no 
findings would be kept secret.

The Greek government has 
ordered three days of national 
mourning for the victims.

Rescue workers were using 
cranes and other heavy equip-
ment to try and lift the derailed 
train cars to search for survi-
vors, according to reporters at 
the crash site near Larissa. Im-
ages showed that the front two 
cars of each train had been de-
stroyed and burnt out.

The passenger train col-
lided head-on with a commer-
cial train travelling on the same 
track. The passenger train, the 
Inter City 62, had departed 
from the Greek capital at 7:22 
pm (1722 GMT) on Tuesday 
evening.

Some 350 passengers were 
said to have been on board.

“I thought I was going to 
die,” one passenger told Kathi-
merini daily newspaper. He said 
he had been sitting in one of the 
rear carriages.

He had sought shelter on 
the ground, he said. People 
were screaming and crying. 
Other passengers reported that 
they had been able to break the 
windows and escape in the dark 
from the half-turned over car-
riage.

“There was chaos and in-
credible noise,” a survivor told 
state broadcaster ERT.

In Larissa, many people 
came to give blood following an 
appeal by the Greek Red Cross 
and hospitals in the area.

Greece in mourning after 36 
die in head-on train collision

Police and emergency crews search wreckage after a train accident in the Tempi Valley near Larissa, Greece, 
on Wednesday. (AFP)

WASHINGTON: FBI director Christopher Wray has confirmed an 
earlier assessment by the US domestic intelligence agency 
suggesting that the spread of the coronavirus “most likely” 
originated from a lab leak in China.

“The FBI has for quite some time now assessed that the 
origins of the pandemic are most likely a potential lab incident 
in Wuhan,” where the virus first emerged in 2019, Wray told 
US broadcaster Fox News in an interview released on Tuesday 
evening.

Wray went on to say that the US agency assumed “a poten-
tial leak from a Chinese government controlled lab” was respon-
sible for the global outbreak of the virus “that killed millions of 
Americans.” Investigations were still ongoing, the FBI director 
added, saying he was currently unable to share “a whole lot of 
details that are classified.” 

“I will just make the observation that the Chinese govern-
ment, it seems to me, has been doing its best to try to thwart 
and obfuscate the work here,” Wray said.

This was “unfortunate” for everyone, including the US gov-
ernment and its “close foreign parterns.” US National Security 
Council communications director John Kirby had stressed 
on Monday that within the US government there was still no 
uniform view regarding the origins of the virus.

According to a Wall Street Journal report, the US Depart-
ment of Energy is said to have changed its assessment of 
the origin of the virus and now assumes a possible laboratory 
incident could be responsible - but only with a “low” degree of 
certainty. (DPA)

Pandemic ‘most likely’ caused by lab 
incident in China, says FBI

News 
in brief

Iran expels two German diplomats

TEHRAN: Iran has expelled two members of the German em-
bassy in Tehran following the expulsion of two Iranian diplomats 
from Germany.

“The Foreign Ministry summoned the German ambassador 
and informed him of the decision,” ministry spokesman Nasser 
Kanaani said in Tehran on Wednesday, according to a report by 
the Mehr news agency.

The German government had expelled two officials working 
at the Iranian embassy in Berlin in response to the death sen-
tence handed to German-Iranian citizen Jamshid Sharmahd.

An Iranian court found the 67-year-old guilty of carrying out a 
terrorist attack. (DPA)

Finnish parliament okays NATO bid Erdogan sticks with May 14 elections

Ruling party candidate Tinubu wins Nigerian elections

DPA 
HELSINKI

THE Finnish parliament 
cleared the way for the country 
to join NATO on Wednesday, 
although one key obstacle - 
namely, Turkey - still remains 
before Helsinki can become an 
alliance member.

The parliament in Helsinki 
voted on Wednesday with a 
large majority in favour of the 
legislation needed for the coun-
try to join.

President Sauli Niinistö 
still has to sign off on the bill, 
but has previously announced 
his intention to do so straight 
away.

The government’s decision 
to join NATO came about in 
response to Europe’s altered 

security architecture following 
Moscow’s full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine, and the legislation 
had been expected to pass com-
fortably in parliament.

Both Finland and Sweden 
are preparing to join the West-
ern defence alliance and ap-
plied in May 2022, ending dec-
ades of being formally neutral.

For Finland, this is partly 
due to a perceived security risk 
from its shared 1,340-kilome-
tre border with Russia.

However, all of NATO’s 30 
members must unanimously 
agree on admitting newcomers. 
While 28 have already done so, 
Turkey and Hungary have yet 
to ratify their accession.

Budapest says it has no 
objections to the step, and its 
parliament is set to debate the 

issue on Wednesday, with vot-
ing due to take place next week.

However, Turkey has long 
blocked the two Nordic aspir-
ants’ applications, citing secu-
rity concerns about Sweden. 
Ankara says Stockholm sympa-
thizes with and harbours what 
Turkey views as Kurdish ter-
rorists.

While Finland and Sweden 
agreed to join the defence alli-
ance together and repeatedly 
underline this intention, the 
tough stance by Ankara has 
prompted speculation that Fin-
land could join NATO first.

NATO Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg on Tuesday 
reiterated his call for Turkey 
and Hungary to let Finland and 
Sweden join the Western mili-
tary alliance.

AGENCIES

TURKISH President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan has indicated 
that national elections will be 
held on May 14, sticking to his 
previous plan for the vote with 
a date just over three months 
after devastating earthquakes 
killed more than 45,000 people 
in Turkey.

“This nation will do what is 
necessary on May 14, God will-
ing,” Erdogan said in a speech 
to parliamentarians from his 
AK Party in parliament on 
Wednesday.

There had been conflicting 
signals over the likely timing 
of the presidential and parlia-
mentary elections since last 
month’s earthquakes, with 
some suggesting they could 
be postponed until later in the 

year or could be held as sched-
uled on June 18.

Before the disaster, Er-
dogan’s popularity had been 
eroded by the soaring cost of 
living and a lira slump.

The Turkish government 
has since faced criticism over 
its response to the deadliest 
quake in the nation’s modern 
history.

While Erdogan has accept-

ed there had been problems 
with the earthquake response, 
he has also defended it, and 
said “negative campaigns” had 
been conducted for “political 
interest[s]”.

Erdogan, aiming to extend 
his rule into a third decade, 
previously said he was bring-
ing the votes forward to May 
to avoid holidays in June. Polls 
suggest they would present his 
biggest electoral challenge yet.

Doubts had been expressed 
about the ability of election 
authorities to make logistical 
arrangements for voting in the 
quake-hit zone, home to some 
14 million people.

A three-month state of 
emergency was declared in 
Turkish provinces affected by 
the earthquake on February 7, 
a day after it struck.

DPA 
ABUJA

THE candidate of Nigeria’s ruling 
All Progressives Congress (APC) 
party, Bola Ahmed Tinubu, has 
won the country’s presidential elec-
tion with 36% of the vote, accord-
ing to the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC).

The candidate who stood for 
the opposition People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP), Atiku Abubakar, came 
second with 29% of votes.

The Labour Party candidate, 
Peter Obi, won 25%, the commis-
sion said.

Nigeria is Africa’s largest econo-
my and also its most populous coun-
try, with more than 87 million voters 
registered for the weekend vote.

President Muhammadu Buha-
ri, who is 80 years old, is stepping 
down after two terms in office.

The poll was overshadowed by 
allegations of fraud. Several oppo-
sition parties - including the PDP 

and the Labour Party, claimed 
there had been irregularities before 
the results were announced.

They said some of the votes had 
been evaluated and transmitted 
manually, despite the fact that the 
law requires data be transmitted 
electronically to the election com-
mission’s central server.

EU election observers also 
accused the INEC of poor plan-
ning and lack of transparency in 
a preliminary report on Monday. 
However, they considered the ba-
sic rights of freedom of movement 
and assembly during the election to 
have been largely guaranteed.

Tinubu was previously a char-
tered accountant, senator and 
governor of the metropolis of La-
gos.

He ran on a platform promising 
to modernize Nigeria’s public in-
frastructure. Many of the nation’s 
basic facilities, such as the water 
supply and public housing, are in a 
state of disrepair.
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Nigeria’s President-elect Bola Tinubu (right) in Abuja on Wednesday. (AFP)
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Another child’s body found after 
Italy migrant boat tragedy

DPA 
ROME 

THE number of dead in a mi-
grant boat accident on the south-
ern Italian coast has risen to 67. 
The body of a girl was found on 
Wednesday morning, the Cara-
binieri police said, making her 
the latest confirmed victim.

The overcrowded wooden 
boat with more than 140 refu-
gees and migrants sank on Sun-
day morning off the Calabrian 
coast in powerful seas. About 80 
people survived. 

The tragedy has sent an on-
going debate in Italy about how 
to handle migrant boat arrivals 
to a new pitch.

“No one wanted to save 
them,” the daily newspaper La 
Repubblica said in a headline.

According to a reconstruc-
tion of events leading up to the 
sinking, a plane belonging to 
the European border protection 
agency Frontex sighted the boat 
on Saturday evening about 40 
nautical miles (74 kilometres) 
off the Italian coast and reported 
it to Rome.

Sunak backs official Covid inquiry after criticism
DPA 

LONDON

BRITISH Prime Minister Ri-
shi Sunak has defended the 
official coronavirus inquiry as 
the “right way” to scrutinise 
the handling of the pandemic 
after the extraordinary leak of 
former health minister Matt 
Hancock’s messages.

The Prime Minister urged 
people not to focus on “piece-
meal bits of information” after 
a trove of more than 100,000 
WhatsApp messages were 
handed to the Daily Telegraph.

Hancock was consider-

ing legal action while fighting 
claims he rejected advice to 
give coronavirus tests to all res-
idents going into English care 
homes while health secretary.

His spokesman said a re-
port claiming he rejected clini-
cal advice on care home testing 

was “flat wrong” because he 
was told it was “not currently 
possible” to carry out the tests.

The aide alleged the mes-
sages leaked by journalist Isa-
bel Oakeshott, who was handed 
them by Hancock while she 
worked on his Pandemic Dia-
ries memoir, have been “spun 
to fit an anti-lockdown agenda”.

At Prime Minister’s Ques-
tions, Sir Keir Starmer called 
for Sunak to ensure the inquiry 
had all the support it needed “to 
report by the end of this year”.

The Labour leader added: 
“Families across the country 
will look at this, and the sight 

of politicians writing books 
portraying them as heroes will 
be an insulting and ghoulish 
spectacle for them.” 

Sunak responded: “Rather 
than comment on piecemeal 
bits of information, I’m sure 
the honourable gentleman will 
agree with me the right way for 
these things to be looked at is 
the Covid inquiry.

“There is a proper process 
to these things, it is an inde-
pendent inquiry, it has the re-
sources it needs, it has the pow-
ers it needs and what we should 
do in this House is to let them 
get on and do their job.”

This nation will do what is 
necessary on May 14, God 
willing,” Erdogan said in a 
speech to parliamentarians 
from his AK Party in 
parliament on Wednesday

The Prime Minister urged 
people not to focus on 
“piecemeal bits of informa-
tion” after a trove of more 
than 100,000 WhatsApp 
messages were handed to 
the Daily Telegraph
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Tribune news neTwork
Doha 

Qatar Financial Centre authority (QFCa), 
the legal and tax arm of the Qatar Financial 
Centre (QFC), and the american Chamber of 
Commerce Qatar (amCham Qatar) have signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to 
enhance bilateral trade and investment rela-
tions between the two countries.

the MoU was signed by QFC Deputy CEO 
and Chief Business Officer Sheikha alanoud 
bint Hamad al thani and amCham Qatar Exec-
utive Director Brooke Holland on the sidelines 
of the fifth Qatar-US Strategic Dialogue.

Under the MoU, both parties will work to 
promote QFC as an ideal financial and business 
platform for foreign financial investments, pro-
vide necessary support and facilities to ameri-
can companies interested in doing business in 
Qatar, and organise events and initiatives to 
serve the common trade and investment goals 
of the two sides.

Commenting on the MoU, Sheikha alanoud 
said, “the QFC plays a pivotal role in strength-
ening the 50 years bilateral trade and invest-
ment relations between Qatar and the United 
States and sustaining the countries’ strategic 
partnership. Our efforts in building on these 
rewarding bilateral ties are reflected in the 
steadily increasing number of US firms regis-
tering on the QFC platform, which has reached 
115. among them are Goldman Sachs Group, 
Mastercard, Uber, and Oracle.”

On the part of amCham, Brooke Holland 
said, “this MoU continues to show the impor-
tance of private sector collaboration. the ameri-
can business community is a key stakeholder in 
the shared US-Qatar economic success, and local 
partnerships with organisations, such as QFC, al-
low us to provide resources and support to com-

panies considering Qatar as their next market.”
Sheikha alanoud also participated in the 

‘Economic and Commercial Co-operation Ses-
sion’ organised on the sidelines of the fifth 
US-Qatar Strategic Dialogue, where she talked 
about the importance of empowering and in-
volving Qatari women in decision-making pro-
cesses and vital areas of economic affairs and 
the impact of such inclusion on developing so-
cieties and in building a sustainable and diver-
sified knowledge-based economy.

QFc, amcham Qatar 
sign mou to promote 
trade and investment

QFC Deputy CEO and Chief Business Officer Sheikha 
Alanoud bint Hamad Al Thani 

Tribune news neTwork
Doha 

QNB Group, one of the larg-
est financial institutions in 
the Middle East and africa, 
recently launched its newest 
Internet and Mobile Banking 
platforms, bringing its cus-
tomers the latest technologies 
for a seamless digital banking 
experience.

as QNB strives to offer a 
top-tier digital banking experi-
ence to its valuable customers, 
the new QNB Internet and Mo-
bile Banking have undergone a 
complete re-design, featuring 
a fresh new look and feel to 
enhance customer experience.

the new platform uses a 
variety of technologies to de-
liver an innovative and uni-
fied banking experience across 
smartphones, tablets, and 
laptops, making customers’ 
comfort and easy access a pri-
ority ensuring that customers 
can manage all their banking 
needs wherever they are, and 
whenever they want.

the new dashboard allows 
the Bank’s customers to easily 
view and access multiple ser-
vices and features including all 
their customer accounts, cred-
it cards, and loans, as well as 
allows users to create person-
alized quick links to perform 
their frequent transactions 
like money transfers and bill 
payments.

In addition, the new QNB 
Internet and Mobile Banking 
provide a wide range of servic-

es such as easily accessing and 
managing all the international 
QNB accounts (including the 
Middle East, UK, France, and 
more). Further services avail-
able include instant transfers 
to several countries, offer con-
tactless payment solutions 
(such as apple and Google Pay, 
Qr Pay, atM Qr, Mobile Cash, 
etc), sharing beneficiary details 
through Qr code, augmented 
reality, Haptic touch sup-
port, integration with built-in 
navigations to find the closest 
atM-s, Self Service Machines. 
Customers also can apply for 
a loan or open an eSaving ac-
count, apply for a cash advance 
with Cash@Speed, Smart In-
stallment, Payment Holiday, 
and much more.

the new QNB Mobile Bank-
ing, available in English, ara-
bic, and French is compatible 
with iOS, android, and Har-
mony operating systems and 
can be easily updated or down-

loaded from the app Stores by 
searching for “QNB Mobile” 
or by visiting qnb.com/mo-
bile the adaptive QNB Inter-
net Banking platform now is 
available in “Light” and “Dark” 
mode, and can be accessed on 
smartphones, tablets as well as 
laptops by visiting qnb.com/
internet.

Commenting on this, QNB 
Group retail Banking Senior 
Executive Vice President adel 
ali al-Malki said, “as part of 
its vision strategy, QNB con-
tinuously aspires to constantly 
be innovative across digital 
banking in order to maintain 
its market-leading position in 
the industry. We are delighted 
to present our customers with 
a vibrant, engaging, and tech-
nologically advanced new QNB 
Internet and Mobile Banking 
which we view as a reflection 
of our commitment to offering 
the best banking experience for 
our customers.”

QnB launches new internet, 
mobile banking platforms
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MINISTER of State for Energy Affairs, 
QatarEnergy President and CEO and 
Qatargas Chairman HE Saad Sherida 
Al Kaabi accompanied by senior Qa-
tarEnergy and Qatargas executives re-
cently toured a number of sites at Ras 
Laffan Industrial City related to the 
North Field Expansion (NFE) Project 
to witness the project’s progress.

During the tour, the minister and 
the accompanying delegation were 
briefed on the significant progress 
made on the project and had a closer 
look at the challenges in undertaking a 
world-class project of this magnitude, 
and also met with the stakeholders, 
EPC Contractors, and project teams 
and thanked them for their efforts in 
executing the project.

In comments during the visit, 
Kaabi said, “I am delighted to see 
the remarkable progress made in 
implementing this strategic mega-
project despite challenges posed by 
a global pandemic and geopolitical 
tensions.”

Kaabi said, “We are all proud that 
Qatari Nationals are actively contrib-
uting to the implementation of the 
North Field Expansion Project. These 
are the fruits of our continuing efforts 
to develop Qatari talent, which is es-
sential to maintain Qatar’s position 
as the top player in the development 
and delivery of LNG to the world. By 
investing in the development of Qa-
taris, the country can ensure that the 
best and brightest minds are helping 
to drive its success.”

The North Field Expansion Pro-
ject includes six new LNG trains with 
a capacity of 8 Mtpa each, and associ-
ated utility and offsite facilities. The 
construction contracts for four of these 
LNG trains have already been award-
ed to EPC contractors and contracts 
for the two remaining trains will be 
awarded soon. All major engineering, 
procurement, and construction (EPC) 
contracts have been awarded for NFE 
onshore and offshore facilities, and 
construction is well underway on all 
fronts. The expansion will add more 
than 48 Mtpa to the world’s LNG sup-
plies.

The first production from the first 
North Field East train is scheduled for 
year-end 2025.

This unique project is characterized 
by the highest health, safety, and envi-
ronmental standards, including carbon 
capture and sequestration, to reduce 
the project’s overall carbon footprint to 
the lowest levels possible.

The North Field Expansion Pro-

ject is a major effort to increase Qa-
tar’s LNG production capacity from 77 
million tons per annum (Mtpa) to 126 
Mtpa by 2027. It is comprised of the 

North Field East (NFE) and the North 
Field South (NFS) expansion projects 
and is the industry’s largest-ever LNG 
project.

The North Field Expansion Project 
is a strategic step in cementing Qatar’s 
position as the leading LNG producer 
and it will play a major role in meeting 

the increasing global demand for LNG. 
It is also in line with Qatar’s long-term 
vision to develop the country’s natural 
resources.

Minister visits NFE project sites 

Reliance Jio 
second-strongest 
telecom brand in 
world, says report

AGENCIES 
LONDON 

RELIANCE Jio has climbed up 
to number two rank — up from 
fifth place last year — in a list 
of the top 10 strongest telecom 
brands in the world.

As the telecommunications 
industry continues to grow and 
evolve, keeping track of who’s-
who in terms of establishing a 
strong presence can be difficult. 
Brand Finance has compiled a 
list of companies based on their 
brand value. In this post we will 
explore the Top 150 most valu-
able and strongest telecoms 
operator brands according to 
Brand Finance 2023 rankings. 
Read on to find out who has 
made it onto this list and what 
makes them so successful!

Brand Finance have devel-
oped a comprehensive evalua-
tion process to not only assess 
the value of brands, but also as-
certain their relative strength. 
Utilizing best-practice ISO 
20671 guidelines and up-to-
date research collated from an 
expansive survey spanning 38 
countries and 31 sectors with 
over 150,000 respondents – 
Brand Finance provide crucial 
insights for businesses looking 
to make informed decisions 
about brand performance.

Swisscom increased brand 
value by 5 percent to $6.3 bil-
lion and is the strongest tel-
ecoms brand with a Brand 
Strength Index (BSI) score 
of 92. It is the third strongest 
brand globally and earns an 
elite AAA+ brand rating. It re-

cently announced its new Fixed 
Wireless Access 5G service for 
business customers which is 
a continuation of its pioneer-
ing work in the European 5G 
market. Swisscom stands apart 
from other telco brands due to 
its robust combination of trust, 
coverage, and network per-
ceptions. Furthermore, Swiss-
com’s immensely appreciated 
customer service has earned 
it a high brand strength index 
score that confirms its excel-
lence in the telecommunica-
tions industry.

Indian brand Jio is the sec-
ond-strongest telecoms brand 
having a brand strength index 
score of 90/100 and earning 
an elite AAA+ rating. It in-
creased its brand value up to 6 
percent to $5.4 billion; a two-
point rise from last year. The 
brand focused on rolling out 
of 5G in India, and is now ex-
tending coverage to 257 cities 
in the country and looking to 
further increase this at a rapid 
rate. 5G services have already 
generated widespread benefits 
to Indian consumer and in sec-
tors like education, healthcare 
and agriculture. These benefits 
and the growth opportunities 
presented by Jio’s 5G network 
have helped Jio build an ex-
tremely strong brand strength 
index score. It is one of only two 
AAA+ rated telecoms brands in 
the ranking.

Etisalat by e& rose its brand 
value by 4 percent to $10.5 bil-
lion and is the third strongest 
telecoms brand globally with a 
BSI score of 89.1 out of 100.

TotalEnergies Qatar, UDST 
sign cooperation agreement

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 
DOHA 

UNIVERSITY of Doha for Sci-
ence and Technology (UDST) 
is proud to announce the sign-
ing of a three-year cooperation 
agreement with TotalEnergies 
Qatar. The agreement aims to 
enhance the professional devel-
opment of UDST students and 
graduates by offering dedicated 
training and development pro-
grammes at TotalEnergies and 
strengthening the partnership 
between the two institutions. 

UDST President Dr Salem 
Al Naemi and Matthieu Bouyer, 
Country Chair, TotalEnergies 
Qatar, and Managing Director, 
TotalEnergies EP Qatar, signed 
the agreement on the univer-
sity’s campus in the presence of 
officials from both institutions.

Naemi said, “We are de-
lighted to sign this agreement 
with TotalEnergies Qatar. As 
the nation’s leading applied 
sciences university, UDST 
continues to build a portfo-
lio of leading-edge programs 
to educate and empower the 
country’s future profession-
als across multiple sectors. We 
also strive to provide our stu-
dents with unparalleled access 
to real work in the industry. 
This partnership will help pro-
vide our students with invalu-
able exposure to real-world 
challenges and opportunities 
in the oil and gas sector. It also 
supports our mission of devel-
oping a skilled and sustainable 
workforce in Qatar.”

The agreement serves as a 
framework for several planned 
projects to be carried out be-
tween the two entities. These 
include work placements for 
selected UDST students, as 

well as work placements, and 
short-term industry postings 
for academic staff from UDST 
to identify potential applied re-
search opportunities. 

UDST will also integrate 
TotalEnergies’ Al Reyada pro-
gramme, an initiative designed 
to bring together academia and 
industry professionals to tackle 
energy-related challenges, as 
an essential part of several de-
grees, and TotalEnergies will 
be able to help students select 
suitable capstone projects for 

their final year of study.
This agreement is part of 

TotalEnergies’ broader TAM-
KEEN program that aims at de-
veloping human capacity and 
local talents through multiple 
initiatives such as training, in-
ternships, and education.

Matthieu Bouyer com-
mented on this occasion, “Our 
collaboration with UDST is 
a good example of what our 
TAMKEEN program can bring, 
enriching students and young 
professionals with new skills 

and competencies through en-
gagement, training, and career 
opportunities. We are com-
mitted to supporting, utilizing, 
and developing Qatari talents 
so they, in turn, can play an ac-
tive role in the energy industry 
in Qatar and abroad.”

The cooperation agreement 
between UDST and TotalEner-
gies Qatar is a significant step 
in advancing Qatar’s workforce 
development and supporting 
the growth of the country’s en-
ergy industry.

UDST President Dr Salem Al Naemi and Matthieu Bouyer, Country Chair, TotalEnergies Qatar, and 
Managing Director, TotalEnergies EP Qatar, signed the agreement on the university’s campus in the 
presence of officials from both institutions.

Minister of State for Energy Affairs, QatarEnergy President and CEO and Qatargas Chairman HE Saad Sherida Al Kaabi accompanied by senior QatarEnergy and Qatargas 
executives toured a number of sites at Ras Laffan Industrial City related to the North Field Expansion Project to witness the project’s progress.
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ICC Qatar, Refinitiv to 
host seminar on oil 
market outlook 2023
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE International Cham-
ber of Commerce Qatar (ICC 
Qatar) announced that it will 
host a special energy seminar 
on the Oil and Gas Market for 
the year 2023.

The event will take place 
on Monday (March 6, 2023) 
at Qatar Chamber’s premises 
from 8:30 am to 11:30 am.

The seminar titled ‘Oil 
and Gas Market Outlook 
2023: Sailing in Volatile Envi-
ronment’ is organized by ICC 
Qatar in collaboration with 
Refinitiv, an LSEG Business.

As the earth is about 1.1°C 
warmer than it was in the late 
1800s. Companies have com-
mitted themselves to more 
ambitious climate targets 
aligned with limiting global 
temperature rise to 1.5°C 
above pre-industrial levels. 
To limit global warming, as 
called for in the Paris Agree-
ment, GHG emissions need to 
peak by 2025 and fall by 43% 
before 2030, according to 
the latest report by the UN’s 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC).   At 
the same time, carbon diox-
ide emissions need to reach 
net zero globally in the early 
2050s.

The State of Qatar pays 
great importance to the pro-
duction of energy and renew-
able energy, where it took 
serious steps towards gradu-
ally moving to sustainable, 
clean energy in line with its 
National Vision 2030 and 
its commitment to the Paris 
Agreement that pledges zero 
carbon emission by 2050.

Therefore, ICC Qatar, 
alongside ‘Refinitiv’, have 
come together to deliver this 
seminar at a time where the 
State of Qatar shows its signif-
icant role in facing the chal-
lenges and creating opportu-
nities and developments in 
the ever-changing landscape 
of the global Oil and Gas Mar-
kets in 2023 and beyond.

GWC awarded ISO 31000:2018 
Record of Verification Certificate

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

GWC was awarded the “ISO 
31000:2018 Record of Verifi-
cation” certification by LRQA 
for Enterprise Risk Manage-
ment (ERM) System, after a 
thorough assessment, which 
found the company in full 
compliance with the guidelines 
provided by ISO Risk Manage-
ment Standard.

This certificate is an inter-
nationally recognized standard 
that ensures that a company 
is managing “risks” effectively 
and reaffirms its ability to con-
sistently deal with and contain 
uncertain situations.

 ERM identifies risks which 
are potential, emerging or 
existing within an organiza-
tion that could have an im-
pact (positive or negative) in 
achieving its strategic and op-
erational objectives.

Speaking about it, Ranjeev 
Menon, Group CEO, GWC, 
said “GWC being awarded this 
ISO certificate is a reaffirma-
tion of our commitment to the 
highest level of service and 
always keeping all our stake-
holder’s interest at the heart 
of what we do. This certificate 
gives   significant confidence to 
all our customers, clients, part-
ners and stakeholders that our 
corporate risk-management 

is fully integrated in our pro-
cesses and internationally vali-
dated.” 

Being awarded this stand-
ard also provides an assurance 
to all of GWC’s stakeholders 
that the company has open 
lines of communications, and 
coordination when it comes to 
assessing and managing risks 
across all levels and functions 
of the organization.

 This provides relevant data 
to the management, support-
ing the decision-making pro-
cess based on logical reasoning 
and factual data.

ISO 31000:2018 is an in-
ternational standard that pro-
vides guidelines on managing 

any type of risk in any business 
activity. The standard provides 
guidelines on principles, risk 
management framework, and 
application of the risk manage-
ment process. The standard 
covers the risk management 
principles which are the foun-
dation for managing risk and 
guides organizations in de-
veloping a risk management 
framework by implementing a 
risk management framework 
and ensuring that risk man-
agement is an integral part of 
organizational structures. It 
is also important to evaluate 
the effectiveness and viability 
of these measures at periodic  
intervals.

GWC team receiving ISO 31000:2018 Record of Verification” certification award. 

Chip industry transformations 
help GCC diversify economies

QNA
DOHA

THE intensification of compe-
tition between China and the 
US in the field of electronic 
chip manufacturing and the 
faltering of its supply chains 
have provided space for many 
countris to localize this indus-
try and an opportunity to di-
versify its industrial fabric.

Speaking to Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), economists 
said that Qatar and the coun-
tries of the region are in a com-
petitive position to seize this 
opportunity,  attract interna-
tional companies operating in 
this field and wishing to bridge 
the distances between produc-
ing and consuming countries 
to avoid the paralysis that 
struck the global industry as 
a result of the scarcity of sup-
plies of this vital product.

In this context, Dr. Omar 
Gharaibeh, a specialist in in-
vestment risk management at 
Jordan’s Al Bayt University, 
said in a statement to QNA 
that there is an opportunity 
for emerging economies, es-
pecially the Gulf countries to 
move towards the electronic 
chip and semiconductor indus-
try, as they have the financial 
capacity to handle this indus-
try that requires investments 
worth tens of billions of dol-
lars.

The Gulf countries are also 
able to attract highly qualified 
and scientific expertise and 
skilled workers, and they pos-
sess the primary resources for 
the manufacture of chips and 
semiconductors, especially 
silicon extracted from sand, 
plastic and petroleum materi-
als, Gharaibeh said.

He also highlighted these 
countries’ political stability 
and distinguished geographi-
cal location.

He added that Qatar and 
the countries of the region need 
to expedite partnerships with 
the chips and semiconductors 
manufacturing companies, 
and increase cooperation with 
neighboring Arab countries, 
which will reflect positively on 
the countries of the region.

These partnerships will 
lead to an increase in these 
countries’ exports, enable them 
to obtain foreign currency, and 
attract investors and foreign 
capital, which wreduces unem-
ployment rates, he added.

It will also increase the 
growth rates in the Gulf re-
gion, and it will contribute to 
reducing the deficit rates in 

public budgets, and accelerate 
the achievement of sustainable 
development, he added.

For his part, financial ana-
lyst Tamer Hassan said in a 
statement to QNA that Qa-
tar is working to provide its 
requirements and needs for 
semiconductors by encourag-
ing innovation to ensure the 
implementation of its ambi-
tious digital strategies and to 
strengthen the technical sector 
in various fields, which forms 
an essential part of Qatar’s re-
naissance and its economic vi-
sion 2030.

Hassan said that Qatar has 
the expertise that qualifies it to 
make a quantum leap in this 
field, especially in light of the 
existence of a well-established 
communications infrastruc-
ture that allows companies and 

individuals to use and apply 
modern technology easily.

He pointed to the steps tak-
en by some Arab countries in 
this field, such as Qatar, Egypt, 
the Sultanate of Oman, Saudi 
Arabia, UAE and Morocco, by 
planning to pump large invest-
ments in this sector, the results 
of which will appear in the 
coming years.

Hassan added that the IDC 
website, which predicted that 
the revenues of the semiconduc-
tor sector around the world will 
reach USD661 billion in 2022, 
with an annual growth rate of 13.7 
percent, after the strong results 
for 2021, as revenues reached 
USD582 billion and are expected 
to reach more than USD800 bil-
lion by 2026, registering a com-
pound annual growth rate of ap-
proximately 7.6 percent.

Economists say 
Qatar and countries 
of the region are in a 
competitive position

QIC named  ‘Motor 
Insurer of The Year’ 

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Insurance Company 
(QIC), the leading insurer in 
Qatar and the MENA region, 
has been recognized as ‘Motor 
Insurer of The Year’ at the In-
sureTek Golden Shield Excel-
lence Awards 2023 for the sec-
ond consecutive year.

The InsureTek Golden 
Shield Excellence Awards is an 
annual awards program that 
recognizes and rewards leading 
insurers, reinsurers, and insur-
ance brokers in the wider Mid-
dle East region. The program 
sheds light on innovators, crea-
tive minds, and customer care 
professionals who have outper-
formed their competitors and 
demonstrated the highest levels 
of excellence across the region. 
It is part of the InsureTek Inter-
national Conference which took 
place this year in Dubai on 22 nd 
-23 rd February.

Commenting on the award, 
Mr. Ahmed Al Jarboey, QIC’s 
Chief Operating Officer - Qatar 
Operations, said: “Motor insur-
ance has been one of QIC’s key 
areas of expertise for nearly six 
decades, and we are proud that 
our motor products and ser-
vices continue to be trusted by 
our customers and recognized 
by the industry experts region-
wide”.

QIC Group As A Thought 
Leader In addition to winning 
an award, QIC Group’s Chief 

Digital Officer, Lars Gehrmann 
participated in a panel discus-
sion under the title “Embedded 
Insurance 2.0” where he dis-
cussed the importance of em-
bedded insurance as an alterna-
tive distribution channel and the 
need for product innovation and 
digital conversion optimization 
in the MENA region, as well as 
QIC’s preparedness to lead this 
change, by combining QIC Digi-
tal Ventures Partners ability to 
define new digital products and 
business models with Anoud 
Tech as a tech enabler and An-
tares Global giving underwriting 
support for global distribution 
deals.

Moreover, during the sec-
ond day of the conference, The 
MENA Insurtech Association 
held the UAE chapter of its 
startup competition under the 
name “When Insurtechs Take 
the Stage”, where 13 startups 
pitched their solutions to a 
panel of industry experts who 
selected the top six ideas that 
will go on to represent the UAE 
in the upcoming MENA In-
surtech Summit in Doha, May 
2023.

The MENA Insurtech As-
sociation, which is powered by 
QIC Group through its Digi-
tal Venture Partners unit, is a 
membership based association 
that was founded in 2022 with 
the primary goal of building the 
insurtech ecosystem through 
connecting innovations, talents, 
partners and capital.

QIC representatives at the InsureTek Golden Shield Excellence Awards

Nissan recalls over 800,000 SUVs in US,key defect can cut off engine
AGENCIES

NISSAN is recalling more than 
809,000 small SUVs in the 
U.S. and Canada because a key 
problem can cause the ignition 
to shut off while they’re being 
driven.

The recall covers certain 

Rogues from the 2014 through 
2020 model years, as well 
as Rogue Sports from 2017 
through 2022.

Nissan says the SUVs have 
jackknife folding keys that may 
not stay fully open. If driven 
with the key partially folded, 
a driver could touch the fob, 

inadvertently turning off the 
engine.

This can cause loss of en-
gine power and power brakes, 
and the air bags might not in-
flate in a crash.

The company says it’s not 
aware of any crashes or injuries 
caused by the problem.

Nissan hasn’t come up with 
a fix yet. 

Owners will be notified in 
March with an interim letter 
telling them not to attach any-
thing else to the key ring. Then 
they’ll get another letter telling 
them to take their SUVs in for 
repairs.
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Qatar Chamber chairman inaugurates carpet 
manufacturing factory in New Industrial Area

 Sheikh Khalifa stressed the importance of the small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) sector and extended chamber’s support for it

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Chamber Chairman 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al 
Thani inaugurated the Engi-
neering Factory for Carpets in 
its new headquarters in New 
Industrial Area on Wednes-
day.

The ceremony was attend-
ed by the investor, Ghanem Al-
Khayarin; the Chargé d’Affaires 
of the Syrian Embassy in Qatar, 
Dr. Bilal Turkiyeh, and the fac-
tory’s General Manager, Raed 
Saqr, in addition to a number 
of businessmen.

Following the inaugura-
tion, Sheikh Khalifa toured the 
factory, during which they were 
briefed on the factory’s various 
sections, production opera-
tions and products it offered to 
the local market, especially the 
handmade carpets.

In a statement, Sheikh 
Khalifa stressed the impor-
tance of the small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
sector in the economies of de-

veloped countries, noting that 
Qatar Chamber strongly sup-
ports this sector and instantly 
encourages Qatari investors 
to invest in all industries that 

meet the requirements of the 
local market.

He also affirmed the Cham-
ber’s interest to enhance the 
national industry and help 

investors in this sector to pro-
mote their products not only 
in the local market but also in 
other countries by enabling 
them to showcase their prod-

ucts in the exhibitions it holds 
such as “Made in Qatar” which 
aims to promote local industry 
and support the private sector’s 
exports.

He noted that the SMEs 
sector grew by 2.6 per cent, as 
the number of operating facto-
ries in the state increased from 
814 in 2021 to 835 last year, 
in addition to the presence of 
430 new industrial licensed fa-
cilities, indicating that the vol-
ume of industrial investments 
amounts to QR293 billion.

On his part, the Factory’s 
General Manager, Raed Saqr 
said the factory was established 
four years ago, but it has been 
expanded and moved to the New 
Industrial Area, pointing out that 
the factory uses the finest types of 
New Zealand wool, with a high-
precision manual production 
line, as the production of one car-
pet takes more than 400 hours.

Qatar Chamber Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani inaugurates  the Engineering Factory for Carpets in its new headquarters in New Industrial Area on Wednesday.

Here are the nations that have banned TikTok
AGENCIES

THE U.S. and Canada issued 
orders this week banning the 
use of TikTok on government-
issued mobile devices as priva-
cy and cybersecurity concerns 
about the video-sharing app 
grow.

TikTok, which is owned by 
the Chinese company Byted-
ance, has long maintained that 
it does not share data with the 
Chinese government and that 
its data is not held in China. It 
also disputes accusations that 
it collects more user data than 
other social media companies, 
and insists that it is run inde-
pendently by its own manage-
ment.

But many countries remain 
cautious about the platform 
and its ties to China. Here are 
the countries and regions that 
have implemented partial or 
total bans on TikTok: INDIA 
India imposed a ban on TikTok 
and dozens of other Chinese 

apps, including the messag-
ing app WeChat, in 2020 over 
privacy and security concerns. 
The ban came shortly after a 
clash between Indian and Chi-
nese troops at a disputed Him-
alayan border killed 20 Indian 
soldiers and injured dozens.

The companies were given 
a chance to respond to ques-
tions on privacy and security 
requirements but the ban was 
made permanent in January 
2021.

TAIWAN
In December 2022, Tai-

wan imposed a public sector 
ban on TikTok after the FBI 
warned that TikTok posed a 
national security risk. Govern-
ment devices, including mo-
bile phones, tablets and desk-
top computers, are not allowed 
to use Chinese-made software, 
which include apps like Tik-
Tok, its Chinese equivalent 
Douyin, or Xiaohongshu, a 
Chinese lifestyle content app.

UNITED STATES
This week, the U.S. said 

that government agencies 
have 30 days to delete Tik-
Tok from federal devices and 
systems over data security 
concerns. The ban applies 
only to government devices, 
though some U.S. lawmakers 
are advocating an outright 
ban. China lashed out at the 
U.S. for banning TikTok, de-
scribing the ban as an abuse 
of state power and suppress-
ing firms from other coun-
tries. More than half of the 50 
U.S. states also have banned 
the app from government de-
vices.

CANADA
After the U.S. announce-

ment, Canada on Monday an-
nounced government-issued 
devices must not use TikTok, 
saying that it presents an “un-
acceptable” risk to privacy 
and security. Employees will 
also be blocked from down-

loading the application in the 
future.

EUROPEAN UNION 
The European Parliament, 

European Commission and 
the EU Council, three top EU 
bodies, have imposed bans on 
TikTok on staff devices. The 
European Parliament’s ban, 
announced Tuesday, takes ef-
fect on March 20. It has rec-
ommended lawmakers and 
staff remove the app from 
their personal devices.

PAKISTAN 
Pakistani authorities have 

temporarily banned TikTok at 
least four times since October 
2020, citing concerns that app 
promotes immoral content.

AFGHANISTAN 
Afghanistan’s Taliban lead-

ership banned TikTok and the 
Chinese game PUBG in 2022 
on the grounds of protecting 
youths from “being misled.”

Mwani Qatar Receives 207 
Vessels in February 2023

QNA
DOHA

QATAR Ports Management 
Company (Mwani Qatar) re-
ceived 207 vessels and more 
than 112,000 TEUs in Feb. 
2023, recording a one percent 
increase versus Jan. 2023.

In the same context, Mwani 
Qatar indicated that the move-

ment of general and bulk cargo 
handling registered a 85 per-
cent increase in February with 
more than 210 thousand tons, 
compared to January 2023. 
Livestock increased by about 35 
percent to reach 56,675 heads, 
while construction materials 
recorded 28,716 tons in Febru-
ary. The vehicles amounted to 
5,665 units.

‘Substantial doubt’ over  
future, says Novavax

AGENCIES

COVID-19 vaccine maker No-
vavax raised doubts Tuesday 
about its ability to continue its 
business, announcing plans to 
cut spending after struggles in 
rolling out its coronavirus jab.

Shares of Novavax plum-
meted 25 percent in extended 
trading, after the company re-
ported fourth-quarter earnings 
that missed analyst estimates.

While the firm should have 
enough money to fund opera-
tions, the situation is “subject to 
significant uncertainty,” it said 
in a statement.”Given these un-

certainties, substantial doubt 
exists” regarding its ability to 
carry on its business, Novavax 
added.On Tuesday, the com-
pany reported a loss of $182 
million in the fourth quarter, 
on weaker sales than expected 
at $357 million.

For now, the company is 
gearing up for a fall vaccination 
campaign and said it plans to 
focus on delivering an updated 
COVID-19 vaccine.

Maryland-based Novavax 
was an early frontrunner in the 
global vaccine race, but fell be-
hind after being hit by manu-
facturing and regulatory delays.

Economy & Business
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Coaching Qatar  
an incredible  
honour and  
responsibility,  
says Queiroz 
page 13

Sheikh Joaan good wishes for 
Ooredoo Qatar Major Premier 
Padel to continue its success

QNA
Doha

His Excellency sheikh Joaan 
bin Hamad Al Thani, President 
of the Qatar Olympic Commit-
tee, welcomed the Ooredoo Qa-
tar Major - the inaugural Padel 
Premier championship of 2023 
season, saying, “i want the Qa-
tar padel championship to con-
tinue its success as one of the 
most important international 
padel competitions”.

HE sheikh Joaan while 
speaking about the tourna-
ment on Wednesday, said: 
“The competitions currently 
being held at the Khalifa in-
ternational Tennis and squash 
Complex, with the participa-
tion of a group of game stars 
and top ranked players in the 
world, are an indication of the 
great and continuous support 
provided by the state of Qatar 
to padel, just like other increas-
ingly popular sports. His Excel-
lency added: “On this occasion, 
we renew our thanks and grati-
tude to His Highness The Amir 
sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani for the unlimited interest 
and support for Qatari sports 
which has had a great and di-
rect impact on Qatar’s winning 
of hosting many major world 
events and championships an-
nually in various games.”

HE sheikh Joaan indicated 
that the organization of the 
Ooredoo Qatar Major Premier 
Padel comes in line with the vi-
sion of the Qatar Olympic Com-
mittee “to be a pioneering nation 
that brings the world together 
through sustainable sports de-
velopment”... in addition to the 

great spread and popularity of 
the padel in recent years. 

His Excellency the Presi-
dent of the Qatar Olympic 
Committee renewed the com-
mittee’s commitment to pro-
vide full support to the Qatar 
Tennis, squash and Badminton 
Federation in order to organize 
the tournament at the high-
est level within the framework 
of the attention given by the 
committee to all sports tour-
naments held in Qatar, and to 
provide the necessary capabili-
ties to show it in a way that re-
flects Qatar’s leading position 
in the world in terms of organ-
izing major sporting events.

His Excellency sheikh 
Joaan expressed his wishes to 
all the participants and guests 
of the tournament for a pleas-
ant stay in Doha, the capital of 
world sports, and wished them 
all success.

Pleased with Padel Major 
return to Doha: Nasser  
Al Khelaifi
Meanwhile, Nasser Ghanem 

Al Khelaifi, President of the 
Qatar Tennis, squash and 
Badminton Federation, con-
firmed that the hosting of 
Ooredoo Qatar Major Premier 
Padel 2023 is a continuation 
of Qatari sporting successes 
and in light of the unprec-
edented success achieved by 
Qatar during FiFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 

“We are pleased with the 
return of padel, one of the 
fastest growing sports in the 
world, once again to the city of 
Doha, which has become the 
main destination for major 
international sports tourna-
ments and international en-
tertainment events,” he said. 

He pointed out that the 
Premier Padel World Tour 
was launched 12 months ago 
in partnership with the Pro-
fessional Padel Players Asso-
ciation and the international 
Federation of the game, and 
said: “We are very proud of 
what we have all achieved for 
the benefit of padel sport dur-
ing this short period.”

His Excellency Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, President, Qatar  
Olympic Committee.

Navarro and Tello combine  
superb in thrilling action as  

Galan and Lebron also advance
TribuNe News NeTwork

Doha

THrilliNG action continued 
in the Ooredoo Qatar Major 
Premier Padel 2023 tourna-
ment on Wednesday with the 
3rd seeded pair of spaniard 
Francisco Navarro and Argen-
tinian Juan Tello overcoming 
ivan ramirez and Pablo Car-
dona of spain 7-6 (5), 6-0, 6-3 
at the Khalifa international 
Tennis & squash Complex.

The  encounter lasted two 
hours and five minutes.

Also advancing was the 
World No.1 spanish pair of Ale-
jandro Galan and Juan lebron, 
who made it to the round of 
16 beating Daniel Windahl and 
Jose solano 6-3, 6-3.

Galan and lebron needed 
just over one hour to eliminate 
their opponents.  

Number one in both the 
World Padel Tour and Premier 
Padel world rankings, Galan 
and lebron are regarded as the 
best of all time after having fin-
ished three years (2020, 2021 
and 2022) at the top of the 
overall rankings, having won 
numerous high profile tourna-
ments together. 

However, they lost to Fran-
cisco Navarro and Martin Di 
Nenno at the Ooredoo Qatar 
Major title-clash last year be-
fore enjoying an exceptional 
season in which they captured 
two Premier Padel Majors and 
an equal number of Premier 
Padel P1 tournament wins.

Meanwhile, bottom seeds, 
Argentina’s Franco stupaczuk 
and last year’s finalist Di Nenno 

beat spain’s Teodoro Zapata and 
Anton sans 6-2, 6-3 to advance.

Argentinians Fernando 
Belasteguin and Daniel Gut-
ierrez blanked spanish quali-
fiers Jaime Fermosell and Jose 
Jimenez 6-0, 6-0 as all of the 
top four pairs booked their 
spots in the round of 16. 

On Thursday, top seeded 
Galan and lebron will meet 
Miguel Yanguas and Alejan-

dro Arroyo who yesterday beat 
Miguel semmler and Pablo 
lijó 7-6(5), 6-4 in an all span-
ish battle.

in other key clashes lined 
up for the evening, stupaczuk 
and Di Nenno will take on En-
rique Goenaga and Jairo Bau-
tista while Navarro and Tello 
will meet 9th seeds Maximil-
iano sanchez and lucas Cam-
pagnolo.

Spain’s Francisco Navarro in action. Navarro and Argentina’s Juan Tello ad-
vanced with a 7-6(5), 6-0, 6-3 win over Ivan Ramirez and Pablo Cardona of 
Spain at the Khalifa International Tennis & Squash Complex on Wednesday.
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Top Qatar athletes chase  
glory at Senior Arab Judo 

Championships – Doha 2023
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

Qatar’s leading judokas will 
continue their preparations 
for the World Judo Champion-
ships – Doha 2023 when they 
bid for regional glory at the ali 
Bin Hamad al attiyah arena, 
al sadd, this weekend.

the senior arab Judo 
Championships – Doha 2023 
take place on Friday, March 3 
and saturday, March 4 at the 
same state-of-the-art arena 
that will host the World Judo 
Championships – Doha 2023 
in May.

around 300 judokas are 
expected with participants 
entering from Qatar, Egypt, 

United arab Emirates, Jordan, 
Djibouti, Bahrain, Morocco, 
algeria, Iraq, tunisia, Kuwait, 
syria, and Lebanon in action. 
the event will be used as a 
test event for the World Judo 
Championships – Doha 2023, 
which takes place from May 
7-14.

abdulhadi almarri, Mar-
keting, Communication, Open-
ing & Closing Ceremonies Com-
mittee Director for the World 
Judo Championships – Doha 
2023 said: “We are proud to 
have been awarded the World 
Judo Championships – Doha 
2023, and this weekend pro-
vides the perfect test event to 
prepare for it. Delegates from 
the International Judo Federa-

tion will be attending, and we 
are confident it will be a hugely 
successful championship.”

team Qatar has announced 
the six Judoka who will rep-
resent the country at the up-
coming senior arab Judo 
Championships - Doha 2023. 
the selected athletes and their 
weight categories are: Moham-
med rabahi (81 kg), Khalil ra-
bahi (81 kg), rida Nafoui (100 
kg), saleha al Badi (57 kg), 
Fatina Bouqehous (52 kg), and 
Kholoud al Kuwari (78 kg).

the action gets under way 
on Friday at 2pm, and 1pm on 
saturday. On both days, medal 
ceremonies will take place at 
5pm. Entrance to the event is 
free of charge.

The Senior Arab Judo Championships – Doha 2023 take place on Friday, March 3 and Saturday, March 4 at 
the same state-of-the-art Ali Bin Hamad Al Attiyah Arena at Al Sadd.

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

a legend of showjumping, the 
unassuming Ludger Beerbaum 
made a quiet entry to the Lon-
gines Global Champions tour 
- Doha 2023 press conference 
at al shaqab on tuesday morn-
ing. the German could have 
been mistaken for anyone but 
the decorated rider he is.

the 59-year-old has won 
everything that has be won 
in showjumping, but his un-
bridled love for riding and 
horse has kept him going over 
the years. Now the four-time 
Olympic gold medallist – indi-
vidual medal at Barcelona 1992 
and team golds with Germany 
at seoul 1988, atlanta 1996 
and sydney 2000 – is ready to 
kick-start yet another season.

Beerbaum is aiming to rep-
licate his last year’s heroics at 
the Longines Global Champi-
ons tour Grand Prix of Doha, 
where the veteran secured 
an emotional win with now 
11-year-old mare Mila. He will 
once again start as the con-
tender for the season-opening 
round of the Longines Global 
Champions tour and GCL sea-
son, which will be held at the 
Longines arena at al shaqab 
from today till saturday.

“You have the best horse, 
rider combinations here so 
exciting sport is guaranteed. 
I would love to repeat what I 
did last year but it will be tough 
with the level of competition 
and best combinations here,” 
said Beerbaum on tuesday.

“I have been coming to this 
event in Doha since day one, 
and every year I look forward 
to coming back. It is a really 
unique venue, all the horses 
love to come here, and it has 
great facilities that are state of 
the art. It is just world class and 
that is the reason why we all 
love to come back every year. It 
is simple, it is a great place to 
compete,” the German added.

With more than €36mn in 
prize money on offer this year – 
an increase of €6mn, it is all to 

play for Beerbaum and his chal-
lengers. Hot on his heels will be 
world number one Henrik von 

Eckermann as the swede starts 
his bid to win his first-ever 
LGCt season Championship.

Last year’s LGCt champi-
onship runner-up Pieter Devos 
will be aiming to go one better, 
with the first event of the sea-
son promising to be an electri-
fying battle of the best. Devos 
could get a crucial head start 
on his rivals as he chooses wise 
tactics to compete in the first 
event of the season unlike his 
closest rival last year and 2023 
Champion Ben Maher, who is 
out due to injury.

the shanghai swans’ dar-
ing duo of Max Kuhner and 
Christian ahlmann will be out 
in full force this week with 
their epic horsepower. In ex-
ceptional form last week, Mar-
cus Ehning and stargold have 
their eyes on the prize in the 
€375,000 LGCt Grand Prix 
of Doha while previous LGCt 
Champions heading to Doha 
also include Harrie smolders 
and Edwina tops-alexander 
making it one of the most com-
petitive line-ups in the history 
of LGCt Doha.

as the biggest names in 
show jumping including John 

Whitaker, Malin Baryard-
Johnsson, Niels Bruynseels, 
Denis Lynch and Maikel van 
der Vleuten all descend to one 
of the most phenomenal arenas 
- the 2023 race is guaranteed to 
start with a bang.

Young talent will bid to 
make their mark as Jack Whi-
taker, Jodie Hall Mcateer, Lily 
attwood and Khaled almobty all 
look for their first podium of the 
year alongside show jumping 
heavyweights shane Breen, Ol-
ivier Philippaerts, Marlon Zano-
telli, Yuri Mansur, Jur Vrieling, 
Ioli Mytilineou, Omer Karaevli, 
Philipp Weishaupt, Christian 
Kukuk and Mark Mcauley.

the 2023 brings an exciting 
new weekend format for the 
Longines Global Champions 
tour show schedules which 
will be premiered this week in 
Doha. the biggest change will 
see round 1 and round 2 of 
the GCL team series now take 
place on the same day instead 
of across two days. 

In addition, each weekend 
in the 2023 series will see the 
top 40 riders qualify for the 
Longines Global Champions 
tour Grand Prix giving more 
top riders the chance to take 
part in the big showdown.

Jockey Faleh Bughanaim guided Al Brenes Stud’s Doghan (QA) to victory for the Lehwaila Cup, a 1200m 
Handicap (70-90) for 4YO+ Local Thoroughbreds at Qatar Racing & Equestrian Club’s (QREC) Al Rayyan 
racecourse on Wednesday.  Bughanaim wrapped up a treble on the card courtesy Doghan, who was an excit-
ing three-length winner for trainer Owaida Salem Al Hajri. Abdulla Rashid Al Kubaisi, QREC Racing Manager, 
presented the trophies to the winners.

Spotlight on Beerbaum as legend looks 
for heroic encore at LGCT-Doha 2023

Al Duhail to face Al Arabi in QNB Stars League today
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

aL Duhail will aim to recov-
er from the aFC Champions 
League loss when they take on 
al arabi for the top spot in the 
QNB stars League standings on 
thursday.

Only one point separates 
the two teams with al Duhail 
leading the pack with 32 points, 
despite having played one 
game less (13) than al arabi. 
al Duhail had beaten al arabi 
3-0 in the first leg of the season, 
but the red Knights are coming 
off from a gruesome 0-7 loss in 
the hands of al Hilal in the aFC 
Champions League semi-final 
(West) on sunday.

al arabi coach Younes ali 
said the match against the 
points leaders will not be easy. 
“al Duhail are a team with great 
strength and distinguished 
players, and the game will be 
difficult for the two teams,” ali 
said during a pre-match press 
conference.

ali’s opposite number, 
coach Hernan Crespo knows 
the importance of the match 
and noted that a win will be like 
gaining six points.

“We fully know the impor-
tance of this match, but it is 
more important for al arabi, 
who will strive hard. tomor-
row’s match can be considered 
a six-point match, because win-
ning it means increasing our 

balance by 3 points and deduct-
ing 3 points from al arab. I will 
speak with the team doctor to 
find out the situation of the play-
ers. We are ready for this game.”

In other matches on 
Wednesday, al rayyan face 
Umm salal at al sadd stadium 
while al shamal take on Qatar 
sC at al Duhail stadium.

al rayyan are placed ninth 
in the standings with 11 points 
from 13 matches, ahead of al 
shamal on goal difference. the 
Lions, coached by Chilean Nich-
olas Cordova, have won three 
matches, drawn two and lost 
eight games. Umm salal are at 
the bottom of the table with nine 
points from 14 matches, behind 
al sailiya on goal difference. 

Bughanaim guides Doghan to Lehwaila Cup victory 
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Veteran Ludger Beerbaum will be chasing glory once again at Longines Global Champions Tour Doha 2023 at Al Shaqab on his trusted mount Mila.

The season-opening showjumping round of the Longines Global Champions Tour and GCL season will be held 
at the Longines Arena at Al Shaqab from Thursday till Saturday (March 2-4).

World’s top riders 
and horses to set 

stunning  
Al Shaqab alight

Thursday
10am: Two phases special (1.35m) 
CSI3*
12.15pm: Two phases (1.45m) CSI3*
2.15pm: Children Class (National jump-
ing competition not against the clock 
0.80/0.90m)
4:45pm: Two phases (1.45m) CSI5*
7.10pm: Against the clock (1.45m) 
CSI5*
Friday
9:30am: Against the clock (1.35m) 
CSI3*
1:15pm: Against the clock (1.45m) 
CSI3*
3:15pm: GCL - First Competition against 
the clock (1.55m) CSI5*
6:30pm: GCL - Second Competition against 
the clock (1.55m) CSI5* (Qualifying com-
petition for LGCT Grand Prix)
Saturday
10:30am: Against the clock (1.35m) 
CSI3*
1pm: Grand Prix with jump-off (1.50m) 
CSI3*
3:15pm: Against the clock (1.50m) 
CSI5*
6pm: LONGINES Global Champions Tour 
Grand Prix of Doha with jump-off (1.60m) 
CSI5*

The SCheDuLe
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AFC U20 ASIAN CUP UZBEKISTAN 2023 

‘Coaching Qatar an incredible honour and responsibility’

QNA
Doha

Carlos Queiroz, coach of the 
Qatar national football team 
expressed his pride in coach-
ing the Qatar national team, 
saying that it is an incredible 
honour and a great responsi-
bility at the same time.

speaking to the Qatar 
Football association (QFa) 
website on the occasion of his 
70th birthday, the Portuguese  
spoke about the current status 
of the sport and his latest as-
signment as head coach of the 
Qatar national team.

on his 40-year long career, 
Queiroz said, “It remains the 
same symbolic value as always. 
It is the passion for the game 
of football, which, I believe, 
continues to be the flame as a 
source that excites and moti-
vates me to wake up every day 
in search of improvement. To 
continuously improve and be 
able to make my contribution 
to the development of players 
and building teams to com-
pete. and in the end, of course, 
savouring that remarkable 
result that football brings us: 
learning or winning! since the 
very first day, I have felt this 

same desire, restlessness, and 
non-conformity.”

regarding coaching the 
Qatar National Team, the 
Portuguese coach said, “I feel 
incredible honour and respon-
sibility to manage the National 
Team of Qatar. I would like to 
express my gratitude for their 
trust in me. at the same time, 
this challenge is also a tribute 
to my appreciation for every-
thing football has provided me 
over these 40 years. I refer to 
unique human, social and cul-
tural experiences that I was 
able to go through. Thanks to 
football, I am now someone 
who has lived and experienced 
the world tremendously.”

on the evolution of football 
training, he explained, “Train-
ing started with the game. af-
ter certain curious and even 
humourous “barbarities” en-
countered by the training pro-
cess over time, the evolution of 
training made the game return 
to the content and methodolo-
gy of training. after consolidat-
ing the concepts and methods, 
the technical, tactical, physical 
and mental fundamentals of 
the player and contemporary 
football, I believe that the big 
challenge today is the brain 

and everything that has to do 
with training the player’s de-
cision-making, from youth to 
the highest levels of competi-
tion. science’s latest findings 
have paved the way for novel 
approaches to practice and, 
by extension, to the game and 
competition.”

on modern football, Quei-
roz pointed out, “I’m unsure if 
we can still talk about the same 
football game. I look at mod-
ern football and sometimes 
need to figure out what we’re 
talking about. Yes, this game 
still has traces of the original 
football ethics and its roman-
ticism, but today I’d much 

rather describe it as the game 
of “winning business” or some-
thing similar. originally, you 
would first create the compe-
titions and then the financial 
gains and merits were attrib-
uted to the champions. Today 
financial gains are created and 
calculated first, and then we 
create the competitions. That 
is why the National teams and 
international club competi-
tions are at serious risk. In the 
beginning, we would train na-
ive and romantic heroes. Then 
we started calling them profes-
sionals. later we began to train 
millionaires. Today we train 
actual companies, real busi-

nesses, and sometimes with 
antagonistic interests in the 
same team.

“Meanwhile, the coach’s 
status and influence have de-
clined, often due to their own 
actions. We gave up a lot of po-
tential ground for intervention 
thanks to the media and so-
called “football agents,” who 
are in an oddly secure posi-
tion: they never lose games but 
never win them. Yet, coaches 
are expected to safeguard the 
game’s origins and the one fact 
that can be accepted: the three 
points. and that’s why it’s up 
to them to work on progress, 
defending and promoting at 

the same time that sublime 
concept of triumphing as a 
team, and at the same time en-
suring the fundamental ethics 
of the game.

on his memorable mo-
ments, Queiroz said, “In my 
memories, fortunately, I have 
unique moments living with 
those who have been my “foot-
ball family”. The managers, my 
training staff and particularly 
the players, to whom I owe 
much of what I am today and to 
whom I am eternally grateful. I 
believe three moments mark 
my professional life: the 1966 
World Cup and all the impact 
it had on my youth, mainly due 
to the example and contribu-
tion of Mozambicans in the 
Portuguese national team; the 
1982 World Cup, where I had 
the opportunity to contribute 
with my humble work to Tele 
santana and Moraci, making 
my first steps in scouting and 
analysing the opponents for 
that fantastic Brazilian team; 
and winning the first U-20 
World Cup with Portugal. 

“These three moments de-
fine my profile and my career. 
But above all, the most impor-
tant reference in my life is my 
father, who was also a football 
player and coach. Not being 
able to be a better player than 
him, I was left with trying to 
be a better coach. I got neither 
one nor the other. I owe eve-
rything to him, and I dedicate 
everything to him.”         

Qatar national football team’s Portuguese coach Carlos Queiroz celebrated his 70th birthday on Wednesday.

Proud of his 40-year career,  
Queiroz says ‘my father is the  

singlemost influential reference’

Officials pay tribute to late French football player Just Fontaine prior to the French Cup quarter-final football 
match between Toulouse FC and Rodez at The TFC Stadium in Toulouse, France, on Wednesday. (aFP)

‘Monument of French football’ 
Just Fontaine no more

PA MediA/dPA
LonDon 

JUsT Fontaine, who holds 
the record for the most goals 
scored in a single World Cup 
tournament, has died aged 89.

Fontaine hit 13 goals at the 
1958 finals in sweden, where 
les Bleus finished third.

His death was announced 
by Paris saint-Germain, who 
he managed between 1973 and 
1976, leading them to promo-
tion back to ligue 1 in 1974.

PsG described Fontaine as 
a “monument of French foot-
ball”.

Born in Morocco in 1933, he 
started out at UsM Casablanca 
before joining Nice in 1953.

He moved on to reims 
three years later and won three 
French league titles with the 
club between 1958 and 1962. 
He was also part of the reims 
side which reached the 1959 
European Cup final.

Fontaine scored a hat-trick 
against Paraguay in France’s 
opening group game at the 1958 
World Cup finals, two against 
Yugoslavia and one against 
scotland. He also grabbed two 
in France’s 4-0 quarter-final 
win over Northern Ireland and 
drew them level in their semi-
final against Brazil.

However, the eventual win-
ners from south america - in-
spired by a 17-year-old Pele 
who hit a second-half hat-trick 

- ran out 5-2 winners.
Fontaine smashed four past 

West Germany in the third-
place play-off match, which 
France won 6-3.

His 13 goals place him joint 
fourth in the all-time men’s 
World Cup top scorer charts, 
alongside argentina’s lionel 
Messi who needed five finals to 
reach that total.

France coach Didier Des-
champs paid tribute to Fon-
taine in a statement released by 
the country’s football federa-
tion.

“The death of Just Fontaine 
saddens me, as it will inevitably 

sadden all those who love foot-
ball and our national team,” 
Deschamps said.

“’Justo’ is, and will remain, 
a legend of the team. The striker 
who, by scoring 13 goals during 
a final phase of the World Cup, 
set a record still unequalled.

“’Justo’ was a man of great 
kindness, very respectful of the 
generations who succeeded 
him with les Bleus.

“His attachment to the 
France team was strong and 
sincere. I extend my thoughts 
to his family, his loved ones 
and all our great elders today 
in pain.”

(FILES) French player Just Fontaine (C) and Croatian player Branko 
Zebec (R) fight for the ball during the World Cup match between 
Yugoslavia and France, next to Croatian player Tomislav Crnkovic (L) at 
the Arosvallen stadium in Vasteras on June 11, 1958. Just Fontaine, 
a recordman of 13 goals in the 1958 World Cup in Sweden, died on 
March 1, 2023 at 89-years-old, announced his family. (aFP)

Mane aims to play against PSG; 
Sane concerns at Bayern

dPA
Munich 

saDIo Mane hopes to be back 
in top shape after a long injury 
lay-off for Bayern Munich’s 
Champions league last 16 re-
turn leg against Paris saint-
Germain next week, and sees 
his team on par with other Eu-
ropean top teams.

senegal winger Mane 
was sidelined for almost four 
months with a right fibula in-
jury that made him miss the 
World Cup. He made his come-
back as a substitute in Bayern’s 
3-0 Bundesliga victory against 
Union Berlin.

Mane told Wednesday’s edi-
tion of the sport Bild weekly he 
hopes that more training days 
and playing on saturday at VfB 
stuttgart will make him ready for 
the date with PsG on March 8.

“I hope that I can have play-
ing time quickly and can reach 
my form of the past head-
ing into the return leg against 
PsG,” Mané said.

Bayern take a 1-0 lead into 
the second game against fresh-
ly-crowned World Footballer of 
the Year lionel Messi, Kylian 
Mbappe and company.

But while Mané aims to 
play, the Bild paper reported 
on Wednesday that another 
Bayern winger, Germany inter-
national leroy sane, could be 
doubtful over an ankle injury.

Bild said sané sustained the 
injury on Monday but contin-
ued training.

The problem turned out to 
be worse than initially feared 
and the report said he must 
now rest, making him a doubt 
for the stuttgart game and the 

PsG clash.
This makes Mane’s return 

even more important, and he 
said he believes that Bayern 
have the class to progress and 
go far in the elite event they last 
won in 2020.

“our current team has 
shown what it is capable of. 
If you ask me whether we can 
compete with all teams: Defi-
nitely, I can’t see a team that is 
bigger than Bayern or unbeat-
able,” Mané said.

Bayern Munich’s Senegalese forward Sadio Mane comes on during the 
German first division Bundesliga match against Union Berlin in Munich, 
Germany, on Sunday. (aFP) 

Iran secure vital win against Qatar
AFC

Fergana (uzbekistan)

MoHaMMaD Hazbavi’s sec-
ond half penalty secured Islamic 
republic of Iran a 1-0 win over 
Qatar in their aFC U20 asian 
Cup Uzbekistan 2023 Group B 
match at the Istiqlol stadium on 
Wednesday.

The win gives three-time 
winners Iran a head start in the 
race to advance to the quarter-
finals while Qatar have it all to do 
after the defeat. 

Qatar, champions in 2014, 
started brightly with ahmed al 
rawi forcing Iran goalkeeper 
adib Zarei into making a save in 
the opening minute before see-
ing his long-range effort blocked 
eight minutes later.

Iran came close at the 10th 
minute through Mohammadreza 
Torabi’s effort, with the midfield-
er skipping past his marker in-
side the box before forcing a fine 
stop from Qatar custodian amir 
Hassan Katoul. 

Two minutes later, it was Mi-
lad Kor’s turn to get into the ac-
tion when he shot just wide, be-
fore Iran brought the best out of 
Katoul in the 20th minute when 
the Qatari shotstopper denied 
Erfan Ghorbani and saeid sa-
harkhizan from close range.

While Qatar toiled in mid-
field, Iran continued to miss 
clear-cut chances with Farhad 
Zavoshi failing to convert saeid 
saharkhizan’s cutback in the 
23rd minute.

Iran dominated the closing 
stages of the first half with saeid 
saharkhizan and amirreza Es-
lamtalab toiling in front of goal, 
while Qatar also saw rashid 
al abdulla’s effort foiled as the 
teams went into the break level.

Qatar began the second half 
with purpose and gave Iran a 
scare in the 54th minute when 
Younis Mohammed found space 
just above the box, only to rifle 
his effort high off rashid al ab-
dulla’s lay-off. 

 Iran, however, persisted and 
were awarded a penalty in the 

63rd minute when Zavoshi was 
brought down by Mohammed 
Mansour inside the six-yard-box 
with Mohammad Hazbavi send-
ing Katoul the wrong way.

Iran should have doubled 
their advantage in the 70th min-
ute when Mersad seifi weaved 
his way through on the left flank 
before sending a wonderful cut-
back to Zavoshi who, however, 
failed to connect in front of a gap-
ing goalmouth.  

Qatar pursued the equaliser 
but their efforts fell flat with al 
rawi failing to find the target 
from distance, before the Qatari 
No 11 saw his attempt from inside 
the box go to waste. Iran will face 
australia next on saturday, while 
Qatar will have to defeat Vietnam 
to keep their hopes alive.

Iran U20 players celebrate their only goal against Qatar at the Istiqlol 
Stadion in Fergana, Uzbekistan, on Wednesday.

coach Xavi says barcelona enter their copa del rey semi-final with real Madrid in a strong position, but 
considers carlo ancelotti’s side the favourites to reach the final. the fierce rivals meet at the santiago ber-
nabeu on thursday in the first of three clasicos in a month, with a crucial LaLiga fixture sandwiched between 
their two-legged cup tie. barca have won two of their four meetings with Madrid since Xavi took charge, which 
includes a 4-0 league win last season and 3-1 supercopa de espana final victory in January. the catalan 
giants are also seven points better off at the top of the league, but Xavi believes Madrid’s status as reigning 
spanish and european champions makes them favourites. (STATS Perform/DPA)

Barca’s Xavi considers Real favourites to win Copa del Rey tie
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Australia take lead after India shot out for 109 at Indore
AGENCIES

INDORE

FOURTEEN wickets fell on the 
first day as Australia took con-
trol of the third Test against 
India at the Holkar Stadium in 
Indore on Wednesday, reports 
BBC.com.

The hosts lost nine wickets 
to spin and were bowled out 
for 109 in 33.2 overs, with Mat-
thew Kuhnemann claiming his 
first five-wicket Test haul.

In reply Australia reached 
156-4 - a lead of 47 - with open-
er Usman Khawaja making 60 
before becoming one of spinner 
Ravindra Jadeja’s four wickets.

India lead the four-Test se-
ries 2-0 after big wins in Delhi 
and Nagpur.

They know a 3-1 series win 
or better will secure their place 
in June’s World Test Champi-
onship final at The Oval, while 
Australia need to at least draw 
one of the games to seal their 

place.
India ’s 

total was 

their fourth-lowest at home in 
the past 15 years and contained 
four single-digit scores.

Nathan Lyon took three 
wickets for Australia, and Todd 
Murphy the other, before Mo-
hammed Siraj was run out to 
end the innings just after lunch.

Australia lost Travis Head 
early, who was promoted to 
open after David Warner was 
ruled out of the match with con-
cussion and a fractured elbow.

Khawaja and Marnus La-
buschagne (31) put on 96 
for the second wicket, before 
Jadeja removed both and Steve 
Smith, who is captaining the 
side with Pat Cummins in Aus-
tralia with his ill mother, in the 
final session.

“I tried to score when I saw 
a scoring opportunity and re-
spected the good ball when it 
came,” Khawaja told BT Sport.

“It was nice to build a part-
nership with Marnus, the start 
was the toughest time to bat 
against the new ball because it 
was inconsistent. The partner-
ship blunted them a bit, but it’s 

not an easy wicket.
“It felt pretty tough the 

whole time I was out there and I 
don’t expect it to get any better.”

Meanwhile, India off-spin-
ner Ravichandran Ashwin has 
overtaken England seamer 
James Anderson to become the 
number-one ranked bowler in 
the world.

Anderson, 40, ended Cum-
mins’ four-year reign last week 
but drops to second despite tak-
ing three wickets in England’s 
one-run defeat by New Zealand 
in Wellington on Tuesday.

Ashwin, who first topped 
the rankings in 2015, took six 
wickets in India’s six-wicket 
win in the second Test, includ-
ing the key wickets of Smith 
and Labuschagne in the same 
over in the first innings.
Scores: India 1st Inns 109: 
Kohli 22; Kuhnemann 5-16, 
Lyon 3-35 vs Australia 1st Inns 
156-4: Khawaja 60; Jadeja 4-63; 
Australia lead by 47 runs.

Australia’s Usman Khawaja watches the ball after play-
ing a shot during his knock of 60 runs on the first day 
of the third Test against India at the Holkar Stadium in 
Indore on Wednesday. (AFP)

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

A total of 126 players including 
nine Qatari golfers will line up 
for the 37th edition of Qatar 
Open Golf Amateur Champi-
onship that begins at the Doha 
Golf Club (DGC) on Thursday. 
The winner gets a coveted 
berth for Commercial Bank Qa-
tar Masters 2023 scheduled for 
October later this year.

Saleh Ali Al Kaabi will lead 
the home charge in the three-
day tournament while Ali Al 
Shahrani, who is the only Al 
Annabi player to win the tour-
nament (2021), will also com-
pete for his second title.

The list of golfers includes 
77 contestants of different na-
tionalities, who play at differ-
ent clubs in Qatar while the rest 
have traveled to Doha to take 
part in the event.  

Apart from a place in Qa-
tar Masters that will be played 
from October 26 to 29 this 
year, top 10 players will receive 
prizes at the conclusion of the 
tournament.  

Launching Qatar Open at 
a press conference, Qatar Golf 
Association (QGA) Deputy 
General-Secretary Eng. Mo-
hammed Ibrahim Al Muhanna-
di said preparations have been 
finalised to stage the event. 

“We received over 150 en-
tries as many golfers showed 
keen interest in their participa-
tion but we had to restrict field 
to 126 players. We have given 
priority to the ones with lower 
handicaps,” Al Muhannadi 
told reporters at the Doha Golf 
Club.

“We expect a close compe-
tition in presence of some very 
good golfers. Some of the ama-
teurs, who participated in the 
Asian Tour’s International Se-
ries Qatar, are also featuring in 
the tournament. The prospect 
of Qatar Masters entry always 

takes the best out of golfers in 
this event,” he added. 

DGC General Manager 
Gary McGlinchey said the con-
ditions are better for golfers 
than it was last month when 
the course staged the first edi-
tion of Asian Tour’s Interna-
tional Series Qatar.   

“The weather is better than 
it was in the last event but the 
course will still be a test for the 
golfers. We are looking forward 
to a good action in the week-
end,” he said.

McGlinchey also spoke 
about the complimentary mes-
sages from top golfers around 
the world who he said, “find 
the refurbished Doha Golf Club 
course ‘tough but fair’.

He expects the Qatar Open 
Golf Amateur Championship to 
see top scores of 8 under par as 
it was during the recent Asian 
Tour International Series at 
this course.

Pakistan’s Omar Khalid 
aims to tackle Doha wind
Meanwhile, Omar Khalid, who 
became Pakistan’s youngest 
ever national amateur cham-
pion in 2021, praised DGC fa-

cilities as he makes his Qatar 
debut.   

“Course is very windy and 
challenging, rocky desert and 
fescue on both sides of the fair-
way make accuracy a must. 
Practice facilities are top-notch 
with a huge putting green and 
range. Both the finishing holes 
9 and 18 add to the challenge of 
closing out a good round,” the 
18-year-old said on Wednesday.

“Coming from Pakistan, 
I am used to the wind but the 
wind back home does not com-
pare to that of Doha Golf Club. 
It will be a fun test of golfing 
skills and I am looking forward 
to the tournament,” said Omar, 
who represented Pakistan 
at the World Amateur Team 
Championship in Paris and 
Asia Pacific Amateur in Thai-
land, and is the only Pakistani 
golfer to have made the cut in 
any United States Golf Associa-
tion (USGA) Championship.

Qatar’s Nasser Al Attiyah and his French co-driver Mathieu Baumel were forced to withdraw from the Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge due to the extent of the damage caused to their Toyota GR DKR Hilux T1+ in Wednesday’s 
crash on Stage 3. Al Attiyah won the 266km third stage but finished with the rear bodywork, roof and windscreen ripped off his car. After the stage, the FIA ruled that the crew had to withdraw from the rally due to a dam-
aged rollcage. The defending champion held a 27 mins 3 secs overall lead over Saudi Arabia’s Yazeed Al Rajhi.

Qatar Open Golf Amateur 
Championship from today

Malan ton takes England to 
ODI win over Bangladesh

AGENCIES
MIRPUR

DAWID Malan scored a bat-
tling century to lead England to 
a hard-fought three-wicket win 
over Bangladesh in the first of 
three One-Day Internation-
als at the Mirpur Stadium on 
Wednesday, reports BBC.com.

The left-hander’s fourth 
ODI ton held the tourists’ chase 
together as they overhauled 
Bangladesh’s 209 all out with 
eight balls to spare.

On a pitch offering assis-
tance to seamers and spinners 
alike, wickets fell at regular in-
tervals in the chase.

But Malan hit the winning 
boundary to put England ahead 
in the series.

Earlier, Bangladesh had 
made a strong start to their in-
nings after opting to bat first 

before being pegged back, with 
six England bowlers sharing 
the wickets.

Chris Woakes took the 
first before Adil Rashid, Jofra 
Archer, Mark Wood and Moe-
en Ali took two wickets apiece, 
and debutant Will Jacks also 
chipped in.

The home batters largely 
struggled in the low-scoring 
contest with Najmul Hossain 
Shanto’s 58 from 82 balls the 
only other score over 50 in the 
match.

The sides will stay in Mirpur 
for Friday’s second ODI as they 
continue to build towards the 
autumn’s World Cup in India.
Scores: Bangladesh 209 (47.2 
overs): Shanto 58 (82); Wood 
2-34, Moeen 2-35 lost to Eng-
land 212-7 (48.4 overs): Malan 
114 (145); Taijul 3-54 Mehidy 
2-35 by three wickets.

LEADING AL ATTIYAH WITHDRAWS FROM ABU DHABI DESERT CHALLENGE DUE TO CAR DAMAGE 
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(From left) InterContinental Doha Beach & Spa General Manager Andreas Pfister, Qatar Golf Association (QGA) Deputy 
General-Secretary Eng. Mohammed Ibrahim Al Muhannadi, QGA Board Member Mohammed Faisal Al Naimi, DGC 
General-Manager Gary McGlinchey, and QGA Technical Expert Mike Shoueiry at the press conference on Wednesday.

Pakistan’s youngest ever national 
amateur champion in 2021, Omar 
Khalid at the Doha Golf Course.

India’s captain Rohit Sharma (L) celebrates with 
Ravindra Jadeja after his dismissal of Australia’s 
Usman Khawaja on Wednesday.

England’s Dawid Malan celebrates after scoring a century (100 runs) 
during the first One-Day International against Bangladesh at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Cricket Stadium in Dhaka on Wednesday. (AFP)

NOVAK Djokovic’s return to action at the Dubai Duty Free Championships 
continued with a straight-sets victory over Dutchman Tallon Griekspoor 
in the second round. The world number one played his first match since 
January’s Australian Open triumph - that took him to a record-equalling 
22 grand slam titles - on Tuesday, getting past Czech Tomas Machac in 
three sets. And Djokovic followed that up by seeing off Griekspoor, ranked 
39th in the world, 6-2, 6-3 on Wednesday to move into the quarter-finals. 
The Serbian, who had defied a hamstring issue to triumph in Melbourne, 
claimed each of the opening three games of the contest and secured the 
first set with a second break.(Stats Perform/DPA)

Djokovic breezes past Griekspoor
 Quick read
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AMIR GRACES EDUCATION EXCELLENCE DAY AWARD CEREMONY

The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani patronised the 16th Education Excellence Day Award ceremony on Wednesday. HH the Amir also met with the winners of 16th Education Excellence Day 
Award, on the sidelines of the ceremony. HH the Amir expressed his delight at meeting the winners and appreciated their excellence. He urged the winners to continue excellence, distinction and creativity in all fields. 
For their part, the winners thanked HH the Amir for honouring and taking interest in those who are distinguished, and his constant support for education and admiration of the initiatives and proposals that were 
suggested during the meeting, which motivates them to accomplish more achievements that will contribute to the renaissance of the country. (QNA)

Amir’s honouring excellence in academics proof of 
belief in education as development strategy: Minister

QNA 
Doha 

Minister of education and Higher 
education He Buthaina bint Ali Al 
Jabr Al nuaimi has described the keen-
ness of the Amir His Highness sheikh 
tamim bin Hamad Al thani to honour 
distinguished students and to share 
their joy in their accomplishment as a 
proof of the faith of HH the Amir that 
education is the strategic choice to-
wards sustainable development and 
that the educated sons and daughters 
of a country are the strength with which 
a country is built.

During her speech at the educa-
tion excellence Award ceremony on 
Wednesday, the minister expressed her 
pride in HH the Amir’s gracing the cer-
emony and by honouring the winners 

of the 16th edition of the education ex-
cellence Award.

she added that due to the ministry’s 
responsibility of educating Qatari citi-
zens and contributing to the achieve-
ment of national visions for develop-
ment and a knowledge-based society, 
the Ministry of education and Higher 
education (MoeHe) encourages its 
educational institutions to create a 
healthy, safe and an attractive educa-
tional environment, which brings forth 
leadership, scientific excellence and in-
novation.

she pointed out that the educa-
tion excellence Award serves as an 
acknowledgment of the academic ex-
cellence of students and as an encour-
agement to all individuals and educa-
tional institutions to improve, promote 
a positive attitude towards learning and 

spread a culture of innovation and sci-
entific research among students and re-
searchers, and educational institutions, 
setting forth a spirit of integrity, compe-

tition and direct their energies towards 
Qatar’s developmental goals.

the minister stressed parents’ great 
role in encouraging their children and 
providing them with a suitable environ-
ment to excel, adding that the winners’ 
parents represent a healthy physiologi-
cal and psychological upbringing, con-
gratulating them for their intense sacri-
fices and sense of responsibility.

Lieutenant Farhoud Zayed Al Hajri, 
education excellence Award winner 
for the university student category, 
gave a speech on behalf of the distin-
guished honourees, in which he praised 
the generous care of HH the Amir for 
education, the honourees and Qatar’s 
progress and prosperity.

He stressed the growing signifi-
cance of the education excellence 
Award as it constitutes an important 

incentive for students to strive for, 
adding that Qatar’s wise leadership is 
characterised by its determination and 
strength

He stressed that Qatar’s national 
and authentic culture is one of determi-
nation and excellence.

He praised the role of national edu-
cational institutions under the wise 
and inspiring leadership in standing by 
distinguished students and supporting 
them, providing them with unlimited 
facilities and support.

the education excellence Award 
honours academically distinguished 
students in Qatar, promoting excel-
lence and encouraging development 
and positive attitudes towards knowl-
edge, scientific research and innovation 
among students, researchers and edu-
cational institutions.

Minister of Education and Higher Education 
HE Buthaina bint Ali Al Jabr Al Nuaimi


