
Longines Global Champions Tour and GCL 
season set for blazing start at Al Shaqab

David Alaba has offered an ex-
planation for his vote at the FIFA 
Best awards after he listed Lionel 
Messi ahead of his Real Madrid 
team-mate Karim Benzema. Alaba 
was subjected to online abuse, 
including racist remarks, after his 
choice was made public with Ma-
drid fans starting a hashtag 
of #AlabaOut after he voted for 
Messi first, Benzema second and 
Kylian Mbappe third. The Austria 
captain took to Twitter on Tuesday 
to explain that the vote was not 
his alone, but that of his entire 
national team.“Everyone in the 
team council is able to vote and 
that’s how it’s decided,” he wrote.
 (Stats Perform/DPA)

Alaba explains Messi 
FIFA Best vote after 

receiving racist abuse
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Wagner the hero  
as Kiwis snatch  
dramatic 1-run  
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The 2023 Longines Global 
Champions Tour and GCL sea-
sons were officially declared 
open on Tuesday at the spec-
tacular Al Shaqab in Doha as 
the prestigious circuit gets un-
derway for a 17th season. 

Al Shaqab returns as the 
launchpad for the 2023 season 
which will see 53 riders from 19 
different countries take on the 
best of the best in Qatar’s capi-
tal city from March 2-4. 

With athletes, oners, and 
managers alike looking to get 
the all important head start 
for the new season, high-stake 
competitions under the stun-
ning soaring architecture of the 
Longines Arena at Al Shaqab 
are sure to thrill all. 

The season-opening press 
conference on Tuesday took 
place setting the scene for a 
much anticipated weekend of 
top-level sport.

Omar Al Mannai, event 
Director, spoke of hosting the 
event in Doha for the 15th year 
saying: “The Longines Global 
Champions Tour is the best 
tour currently being organised 
so this is an added value for 
every country who may get the 
opportunity to host it. I put my 
thanks out to all our partners 
and the huge appreciation for 
the trust in the facilities to host 
one of the best global tours. We 
are doing our best to expand 
the equestrian sport.”

Commercial Bank Spon-
sorship and events Manager, 
Ashjan Saleh I S Al Khalaf ex-
pressed delight at Commercial 
Bank’s association with the 
Longines Global showjumping 
series in Qatar. “We are de-
lighted that Commercial Bank 
will be a partner sponsor of 
Longines Global Champions 
Tour. We’re looking forward 
to being part of a truly excep-
tional equestrian competition. 
Commercial Bank appreciates 
the importance of sports in the 
social and economic develop-
ment of Qatar – and is commit-
ted to supporting Qatar’s vision 
of becoming an international 
sporting hub,” she said.

Marco Danese, Global 
Champions Sports Director, 
opened the press conference 
with: “Doha became a tradition 
in our sport, everyone knows 
the competitions, and every 
year we are surprised by the 
new things that are implement-
ed at the venue for the welfare 
of the horses like the incredible 
stables and facilities.

“everyone in our world 
knows what Al Shaqab and 
what Doha and Qatar has done 
for our sport over the last 15 
years. We are proud to be here 
and to work with the Al Shaqab 
team. We must thank Omar 
and his team at Al Shaqab 
and also all our title sponsors 
Longines and local sponsors 
the Commercial Bank, exxon 

Mobil and many more who are 
crucial to making the event a 
success.”

The 2023 season sees a new 
weekend format come into play, 
designed to benefit the horses, 
riders and spectators. Danese 
explained the importance of 
the change: “We changed the 
format of the competition after 
many years. The goal of the new 

schedule is to separate the days 
of GCL and the LGCT Grand 
Prix. With both rounds of GCL 
on same day the goal is to cre-
ate more attention and strategy 
for teams in the league. It is 
fantastic as it makes it easy for 
the riders, TV, media and spec-
tators so they can talk about 
the two highlights on different 
days.”

World-renowned rider 
Ludger then commented on 
the new format saying: “I agree 
with Global Champions’ deci-
sion to separate the League 
and the Grand Prix on different 
days. It also makes it so easy 
for the public to understand 
and follow. Creating two sport 
highlights which I think is a 
good idea.”

The first round of the GCL 
team competition will begin at 
15:15 (local time) on Friday 3 
March, with all 16 teams look-
ing to secure an elusive podium 
position for the first round of 
the 2023 season. Saturday will 
see the highly anticipated Lon-
gines Global Champions Tour 
Grand Prix of Doha kick off at 
6pm local time, with riders vy-
ing for the win as well as the 
first golden ticket to the LGCT 
Super Grand Prix at the GC 
Prague Playoffs.

(From left) Last year’s Longines Global Champions Tour Grand Prix of Doha winner Ludger Beerbaum of Germany, Global Champions Sports Direc-
tor Marco Danese, Event Director Omar Al Mannai, Commercial Bank Sponsorship and Events Manager Ashjan Saleh IS Al Khalaf, and Media 
Consultant Fahad Al Hajiri during the press conference at Al Shaqab on Tuesday.

Messi thanks Argentina team-mates after landing FIFA player award
sTATs Perform/dPA

LIOneL Messi thanked his 
Argentina team-mates for a 
“dream” year after winning the 
Best FIFA Men’s Player award 
for a second time.

The Paris Saint-Germain 
superstar pipped club-mate 
Kylian Mbappe and Real Ma-
drid striker Karim Benzema to 
the top accolade at Monday’s 
ceremony in Paris.

Messi played a starring role 
in Argentina’s 2022 World Cup 
triumph, finishing as Golden 
Ball winner after scoring seven 
goals and assisting three more.

he also impressed at club 
level in the first half of the 
2022-23 season, which was 
taken into account in the vot-
ing, after scoring 11 goals and 
assisting 14 more in 18 games.

That equalled the 35-year-
old’s tally in both catego-
ries across 34 matches in his 
maiden campaign at the Parc 
des Princes.  Upon collecting 
his Best FIFA award, which he 
previously won in 2019, Messi 
said: “Wow, this is amazing. It’s 
been a tremendous year and it’s 
an honour to win this award.

“Without my team-mates, 
I wouldn’t be here. I achieved 
the dream I had been hoping 
for so long. Very few people can 
achieve that and I have been 
lucky to do so.

“It’s the most wonder-
ful thing that’s happened to 
me in my career.” Messi joins 
Cristiano Ronaldo and Robert 
Lewandowski as two-time win-
ners of the trophy, with Luka 
Modric the only other winner 
since the award was first hand-
ed out in 2016.

Lionel Scaloni was crowned 
the Best FIFA Men’s Coach, 
meanwhile, and emiliano Mar-
tinez ensured it was a clean 

sweep for Argentina by taking 
the Best FIFA Men’s Goalkeep-
er award.

In the women’s prizes, Sari-
na Wiegman took the Best FIFA 
Women’s Coach award for a 
third time and Alexia Putellas 
pipped Beth Mead to the Best 
FIFA Women’s Player accolade. 
england and Manchester Unit-
ed goalkeeper Mary earps was 
named the Best FIFA Women’s 
Goalkeeper.

Argentina and Paris Saint-Germain forward Lionel Messi poses on stage 
after receiving the Best FIFA Men’s Player award during the Best FIFA 
Football Awards 2022 ceremony in Paris on Monday. (AFP)

Infantino hails Qatar’s exceptional 
hosting of World Cup 2022
QnA
PARIs

FIFA President Gianni infan-
tino on Monday hailed Qatar’s 
extraordinary hosting of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
praising at the same time the 
late Brazilian football legend 
Pele and welcoming the pres-
ence of his family at the FIFA 
Awards ceremony.

In his inaugural speech 
at the Best FIFA Football 
Awards 2022, the Swiss 
hailed Qatar’s World Cup 
hosting as the best experi-
ence in the FIFA history. “It 
is an opportunity to thank 
Qatar once again for hosting 
this football festival in an ex-
ceptional way. They hosted a 
beautiful football event,” he 
said.

“The FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 was an exceptional 
edition in everything, and 
a wonderful experience for 
everyone, players and fans, 
in addition to its final match, 
which was full of excitement 
and suspense between two 

great teams and great stars,” 
Infantino added.

he also hailed the late 

Brazilian football legend Pele 
and welcomed the presence 
of his family at the ceremony.

FIFA President Gianni Infantino at the Best FIFA Football Awards 
2022 ceremony in Paris on Monday. (AFP)

German rider Ludger Beerbaum on Mila during the Grand Prix event of Doha Longines Global Champions 
Tour 2022 last year at Al Shaqab’s Longines Arena.

Showjumping series’ 
season-opener in 

Doha from March 2-5 Sheikh Hamad 
to head Asian 

Cup Qatar 
2023 LOC

QfA
DOhA

The executive Committee of 
the Qatar Football Associa-
tion issued Decision no. (13) 
of 2023 regarding the forma-
tion of the Local Organising 
Committee for AFC Asian Cup 
Qatar 2023, headed by his 
excellency Sheikh hamad bin 
Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Thani as 
Chairman, and Jassim Rashid 
Al Buenain as Vice-Chairman.

The other members of the 
Local Organising Committee 
are Ibrahim Khalil Al Muhan-
nadi, hani Talib Ballan, Man-
soor Mohammed Al Ansari, 
Ghanem Ali Al Kuwari, Mu-
hammad Khalifa Al Suwaidi, 
and a representative from the 
Ministry of Interior.

Mansoor Mohammed Al 
Ansari, General Secretary of the 
Qatar Football Association – in 
addition to his membership in 
the Local Organizing Commit-
tee – has been appointed as the 
Managing Director of the tour-
nament which is scheduled to 
take place from 12 January to 
10 February 2024 in Qatar.

QFA President HE Sheikh Hamad 
bin Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Thani.
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England lost to new Zea-
land by one run in one of the 
all-time great finishes to the 
second Test in Wellington on 
Tuesday, reports BBC.com.

On a barely believable fi-
nal day at the Basin Reserve, 
last man James anderson was 
caught down the leg side off 
neil Wagner when England 
needed two to win.

anderson had joined num-
ber 10 Jack leach with seven 
required, after leach added 36 
for the ninth wicket with Ben 
Foakes, who was caught at fine 
leg for 35.

anderson fended off a vi-
cious bouncer from Wagner, 
then sensationally clubbed the 
next ball for four.

leach saw off an over from 
Tim Southee, leaving the stage 
set for anderson, but Wagner’s 
fourth wicket left England 256 
all out and drew a deafening roar 
from the Basin Reserve crowd.

needing 258 to win the 
match and series, England ca-
lamitously slipped to 80-5, then 
after a stand of 121 between Joe 
Root and Ben Stokes, experi-
enced another collapse of 3-14.

Foakes, leach and ander-
son almost got them over the 
line, but ultimately England 
lost a Test after enforcing the 
follow-on for the first time and 
it was the fourth such defeat in 
a history spanning almost 150 
years and 2,500 Test matches.

It ends a run of six straight 
victories and denies them a 
seventh straight win, a feat last 
achieved by England in 2004.

For new Zealand, their first 
win after following on earns a 

1-1 draw in the series and pro-
tects an unbeaten home run 
that stretches back to 2017.

new Zealand’s Kane Wil-
liamson, who was named 
player of the match, said: “It 
doesn’t quite feel right to be 
standing here after a game of 
cricket like that and the contri-
butions we’ve seen from both 
teams throughout.

“a fantastic game of cricket 
to be a part of. For us as a team, 
we’ve been fighting away in the 
Test format for a while so it was 
nice to get it across the line in 
this one.

“We had to fight really hard 
to reverse some of that mo-
mentum. England are playing 
incredible cricket at the mo-
ment and we were up against it 
coming into this match.

“To find a way to wrestle 
our way back and get across the 
line is a really nice feeling.”

England captain Ben Stokes, 
said: “That game as a whole, 
in terms of what Test cricket is 
about, was just incredible.

“The emotions that we were 
going through upstairs and I’m 
sure the Kiwi boys as well. It 
was incredible to be involved 
in. Everyone has got their mon-
ey’s worth today.

“It’s disappointing to end 
on a loss here after a great win-
ter, but winning four out of five 
is great for this team.”

When Stokes enforced the 
follow-on on the third morn-
ing, new Zealand were 226 
behind and England dominant.

What followed was a mag-
nificent Kiwi comeback, with 
Kane Williamson making a 
classy century. The Blacks 
Caps’ total of 483 was the 

fourth-highest made by a team 
following on against England.

Beginning the fifth day on 
48-1, England were favourites 
on a pitch that remained good 
for batting until a chaotic col-
lapse of four wickets for 27, 
the nadir of which was Harry 
Brook being run out without 
facing a ball.

Root’s counter-attack and 
Stokes’ stoicism - he took 116 
balls over his 33 - looked to 
have regained control, before 
the pendulum swung again.

Foakes hooked just over 
Michael Bracewell at deep mid-
wicket when he had 12 and 
new Zealand’s short-ball plan 
became increasingly ragged.

The target ticked down, 
anticipation rose and, when 
Foakes finally made an error, the 
sight of 40-year-old anderson 
walking to the crease was pure 
theatre. It looked like he would 
hit the winning runs for the first 
time in his distinguished Test 
career, but instead England suf-
fered only the second one-run 
defeat in Test history.

When the prolific Brook 
was run out, miles short of his 
ground after Root pushed to-
wards the slips and took off, 
Root held his head in his hands.

It came after nightwatch-
man Ollie Robinson miscued a 
pull off Southee, Ben duckett 
edged a cut off Matt Henry for 
33 and the unsettled Ollie Pope 
did the same off Wagner for 14.

England were in tatters, 
new Zealand rampant and the 
Basin Reserve buzzing.

But Root started to make 
amends for his part in the 
Brook run-out by launching a 
blistering assault, targeting the 

off-spin of Bracewell for par-
ticular punishment.

What made the action 
all the more compelling was 
Stokes’ grim determination 
while batting on one leg.

Transformed from the man 
out slogging in the first innings, 
Stokes took only one run from 
his first 19 balls, then mainly 
scored with edges through or 
over the slips.

Root’s half-century came at 
a run a ball. 

Stokes’ ugly swipe ended in 
a top edge to square leg, while 
Root miscued a pull to miss out 
on his second century of the 
match. But Foakes is unflap-
pable and leach has form for 
match-winning partnerships, 
having supported Stokes in the 
famous ashes win at Heading-
ley in 2019.

although Foakes’ decision 
to regularly turn down runs 
seemed questionable, he en-
sured leach only once faced 
more than two balls in the over 
while gradually chipping away 
at the target. 

Foakes had the match in his 
grasp only to go for one hook 
too many, leaving anderson to 
write one more chapter in his 
storied career.

anderson was upset that a 
Wagner short delivery was not 
called wide and, next ball, the 
brilliant Wagner had the final 
say to leave leach one not out 
from 31 balls.
Scores: England 435-8 dec 
(Brook 186, Root 153*; Henry 
4-100) & 256 (Root 95, Wagner 
4-62) lost to New Zealand 
209 (Southee 73) & 483 (Wil-
liamson 132, leach 5-157) by 
one run.

New Zealand beat  
England by 1 run in one 
of all-time great finishes

PA MediA/dPA
London 

ERIK ten Hag’s message to the 
group after lifting the league 
Cup was to “get back to work” 
as Manchester United’s atten-
tion turns to the Fa Cup.

The Old Trafford giants 
won their first silverware in six 
years on Sunday, ending the 
club’s longest trophy drought 
in 40 years by beating newcas-
tle 2-0 at Wembley.

United’s players and staff 
lapped up the celebrations un-
der the arch, but just 19 hours 
after the final whistle the play-
ers had parked the Carabao 
Cup triumph and were back in 
training at Carrington.

luke Shaw said there are 
“no days off” right now as 
they seek more silverware, 
with Premier league and Eu-
ropa league action following 
Wednesday’s Fa Cup fifth-
round tie against West Ham.

asked if there were any fur-
ther celebrations after leaving 
the capital, United boss Ten 
Hag said: “no. nothing be-
yond. get back to work.

“Of course yesterday the 
players were still enthusiastic 
and they had to celebrate this 
momentum.

“But yesterday after we set-
tled down and we get back to 
work. That’s what we had to 
do, that was recovery. The ones 
who played less did a good 
training session.” Ten Hag may 
be tempted to rotate slightly 
against West Ham on Wednes-
day given that kicks off a run of 
six March fixtures in 19 days.

The dutchman has largely 
relied on the same players de-
spite United’s relentless sched-
ule in a season unlike any but 

was keen to underline the im-
portance of the squad.

“let’s make myself clear: 
we didn’t win (the league Cup) 
with 11 players,” Ten Hag said. 
“We did win with a squad.

“I think the squad is so im-
portant - every time players 
come in if it’s for a whole game, 
if it’s for minutes, a couple 
of games, I think also during 
games we can change dynam-
ics.

“We do it with many more 
than 11 players, so I count on 
them and I know they will be 
ready because every time the 
players play their games they 
take responsibility.” That col-
lective effort is underpinned by 
a much-improved mentality, 
meaning there is no chance of 
the upcoming Premier league 
clash at rivals liverpool prov-
ing a distraction.

“But I think every game is 
important, every game until 
now,” Ten Hag said when the 
significance of Sunday’s trip 
to anfield was put to him as 
United look to keep their title 
hopes alive.

“This dressing room has the 
right attitude and the right ap-
proach that they take game by 
game, not looking ahead.” 

luke Shaw and Fred shone 
in that Europa league tie 
against Barca and performed 
well under the Wembley arch 
on Sunday.

But the pair could miss 
Wednesday’s match against 
the Hammers, joining anthony 
Martial, donny van de Beek 
and Christian Eriksen on the 
sidelines.

United boss Ten Hag said: 
“anthony Martial is not avail-
able. luke Shaw and Fred are 
questions for tomorrow.”

Coach Ten Hag 
asks United to ‘get 
back to work’ after 
League Cup win

Chelsea’s Thiago Silva  
suffers knee ligament  

damage after loss to Spurs
PA MediA/dPA

London 

CHElSEa have announced 
defender Thiago Silva suffered 
knee ligament damage during 
Sunday’s 2-0 Premier league 
defeat at Tottenham.

The 38-year-old was forced 
off in the first half of the Blues’ 
loss to their london rivals and 
underwent a scan on his return 
to the club’s Cobham training 
centre on Monday.

Chelsea have not indicated 
how long the veteran Brazilian 
is expected to be sidelined for.

“Scan results have con-
firmed damage to Thiago’s 
knee ligaments and he will now 
work closely with the club’s 
medical department during his 
rehabilitation to return to ac-
tion as soon as possible,” a club 
statement read.

The loss of a key player is a 
major blow to under-pressure 
head coach graham Potter, 
who has managed just two wins 
from Chelsea’s last 15 games in 

all competitions.
Silva has featured in all but 

three of the Blues’ 24 top-flight 
matches this term, in addition 
to six of their seven Champions 
league fixtures.

CRICKET TEST WONDER AT WELLINGTON
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IRan and Qatar are ready to 
unleash their next generation 
of talent when they face off 
in group B of the aFC U20 
asian Cup Uzbekistan 2023 on 
Wednesday.

The tournament, formerly 
known as the UFC U19 Champi-
onship, makes a return after five 
years due to the COVId-19 pan-
demic and both coaches are look-
ing forward to seeing their young 
talent showcasing their abilities. 

Qatar head coach Inaki 
abadia said he expects a highly 
competitive affair with all 16 
teams equally strong. 

“The COVId-19 pandemic 
meant an opportunity lost for 
young players so my players 
are excited to be playing in this 
tournament. 

“all the teams will be equal-
ly good and we are looking 

forward to competing against 
them,” said abadia.

The Spaniard said he knows 
Iran will test his players and he 

is looking forward to it. 
“The Qatar team is part of a 

project where we are expected 
to send the best players to the 
senior national team.  My ex-
pectation is for us to go for each 
match with full energy and com-
mitment. We will take it one 
match at a time,” said abadia.

Iran head coach abdolsa-
mad Marfavi said his team are 
fully focused on giving their 
best in the tournament.

 “This is a very important 
tournament for us as we want 
to showcase the best of Iranian 
talent. asia’s best are here and 
we want to compete against 
them to show our capabilities,” 
said Marfavi.

“Qatar are a big team. They 
did well in qualifying, but so did 
we. Both teams are strong but I 
hope that we produce our best.

“We have talented players 
who can compete against the 
best of asia and we will do our 
best to deliver,” added Marfavi. 

Qatar’s performance in the 

qualifying group generated so 
much excitement around the 
team, but coach abadia refused 
the notion that this could put 
his young players under pres-
sure , “This generation of play-
ers qualified for the U17 cham-
pionship but couldn’t compete 
in the tournament since it was 
cancelled amidst the pandem-
ic, and now they have qualified 
once more, but this time they 
get to play and test their skills 
against some of the competi-
tion in asia, I am delighted for 
them”.

Qatar, who won the tourna-
ment in 2014, are drawn in the 
challenging group B alongside 
australia, Iran and Vietnam.

Qatar will take on Iran on 
March 1st in their opening 
match, before playing Vietnam 
on the 4th of the same month.

Qatar will conclude their 
group stage matches against 
australia on March 7.

Qatar to take on Iran in U20 Asian Cup Uzbekistan 2023 today

Qatar U20 coach Inaki Abadia addresses the media ahead of his team’s match against Iran in the AFC U20 
Asian Cup at Stadion Istiqlol in Fergana, Uzbekistan, on Tuesday.

New Zealand’s Neil Wagner (C) celebrates taking the final wicket of England’s James Anderson (centre L) to win during day five of the second 
cricket Test match against England at the Basin Reserve in Wellington on Tuesday. (aFP)

Chelsea’s Brazilian defender Thia-
go Silva leaves the pitch after pick-
ing up an injury during the English 
Premier League match between 
Tottenham Hotspur and Chelsea 
at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in 
London on Sunday. (aFP) 



14 Wednesday, March 1, 2023 Sports

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Egypt’s Karim Elzoghby and 
his 13-year-old gelding Zan-
digo put on a clinical show to 
clinch the CsI4* grand prix 
title at the Doha International 
showjumping Championship, 
which concluded at Longines 
Arena at Al shaqab on tues-
day. 

No jump off was needed to 
crown the winner, with Elzogh-
by the only one to deliver a clear 
round in show in 70.78 seconds 
on a challenging course in the 
1.55m class worth €98,000. 
the Egyptian collected the win-
ner’s prize of €24,500 after the 
flawless performance.   

For Morocco’s Abdeslam 
Bennani smires a time fault 
kept him and 15-year-old 
Davino Q out of the jump off 
that left them in second place 
in 74.03 seconds for a winning 
purse of €19,600.

Abdelkebir Ouaddar, also 
from Morocco, rode the fast-
est round in 67.22 second on 
Istanbull vh Ooievaarshof but 
had to be content with third 
place and €14,700 after picking 
up for faults. 

In fourth place came Mo-
rocco’s Mouda Zeyada on If 
Looks Could Kill OH followed 
by Egypt’s sami Cherkaoui 
with Chacsara on fifth. 

Earlier, saudi Arabia’s 
Ramzy Al Duhami guided 
Manola Ls la silla to first place 
in the 1.45m event with jump 
off that offered €53,000 in 
prize money. 

the pair completed the 
jump off in 38.03 sec, commit-
ting four penalties, after clock-
ing 69.13 sec in the first round. 

Morocco’s Ali Al Ahrach, 
who rode Byblos d’Elle, se-
cured second position after a 
time of 39.04 sec (4 faults) in 
the jump off after finishing the 
first round in 71.43 sec. Jor-
dan’s Ibrahim Hani Bisharat 
combined with Happyness to 
take third position with a time 
of 39.44 (4 faults) in jump 
off. the pair finished the first 
round in 71.37 sec.

Elzoghby astride Zandigo 
claims Grand Prix title

Yulo among top stars hope to 
grab spotlight at Gymnastics 
Artistic World Cup in Doha

Tribune news neTwork
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FORMER world champion Car-
los yulo of the philippines will 
be among the stars who will be 
looking to win their pet events 
and points at the 15th FIg Ar-
tistic Apparatus gymnastics 
World Cup. the four-day event 
starts with the two-day qualifi-
cations from Wednesday at the 
Aspire Dome.

Doha is the second stop on 
the FIg Artistic gymnastics 
World Cup series, where top-
ranked specialists on each appa-
ratus garner points so as to lay 
claim for a place in the 2023 FIg 
Artistic World Championships.

germany’s Cottbus hosted 
the first while the third and 
fourth will be held in Baku (Uz-
bekistan) and Cairo (Egypt).

some of the world’s best 
gymnasts have registered for 
this year’s event that will be 
held from March 1-4 with 112 
men (MAg) and 42 women 
(WAg) participants.

Filipino ace and former 
world champion yulo, who 
looked focused at the trainings 
on the vault and floor today, 
will hope to pick up top spots 
following his unimpressive 
start in Cottbus where he could 
win just a bronze on the paral-
lel bars.

the 23-year-old tokyo 
Olympian struggled in his pet 
event, the floor exercise, where 

he finished 20th among the 
52-player field with a score of 
13.400.

yulo registered 6.400 in de-
gree of difficulty but managed 
to score 7.000 in execution, 
and also failed to advance in 
men’s floor exercise and rings 
events.

tokyo 2020 Olympic All-
Around silver medallist Xiao 
Ruoteng will be back with a 
strong Chinese contingent 
that also includes two Olympic 
champions, Rings gold medal-
list Liu yang and parallel Bars 
gold medallist Zou Jingyuan 
who is also the reigning world 
champion on the apparatus 
and silver medallist on still 
Rings.

Another top Chinese gym-
nasts Lin Chaopan, a three-time 
world champion and two-time 
Olympic medallist, will also be 
around to regale the fans.

Xiao and Lin will take part 
in Floor Exercise and Horizon-
tal Bar only while Zou will be 
seen in action on the Rings.

Reigning Olympic cham-
pion on Floor Exercise, Artem 
Dolgopyat, Uzbekistan’s Ab-
dulla Azimov, who won  pom-
mel Horse gold in Cottbus,  
2022 World Vault champion 
Artur Davtyan of Armenia 
and Ukraine’s Illia Kovtun 
will be looking to maintain 
their impressive start at the 
Apparatus World Cup series 
in the Qatari capital.

AL ATTIYAH WINS 2ND STAGE OF ABU DHABI DESERT CHALLENGE

Qatari ace Nasser Saleh Al Attiyah continued his winning run as he claimed the second stage of the Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge on Tuesday. The five-
time Dakar Rally champion has a lead of 18 mins and 19 secs in the overall standings ahead of Toyota team-mate Yazeed Al Rajhi in second place. 
There are three remaining stages of 266km, 308km and 206km before the Desert Challenge comes to an end in Abu Dhabi on Friday afternoon.

DOHA INTERNATIONAL SHOWjUmpING CHAmpIONSHIp

Grand Prix podium winners of the Doha International Showjumping Championship pose with Qatar Equestri-
an Federation’s technical director and former Olympic rider Ali Yousef Al Rumaihi and president of the ground 
jury Stephan Ellenbruch.

Egypt’s Karim Elzoghby celebrates his CSI4* Grand Prix title win on Zandigo at the Doha Showjumping Cham-
pionship at Al Shaqab’s outdoor Longines Arena on Tuesday.

The four-day 15th FIG Artistic Apparatus Gymnastics World Cup starts 
with the two-day qualifications from Wednesday at the Aspire Dome.

Djokovic overcomes Machac at Dubai Tennis Championships
sTATs Perform/dPA

Dubai 

NOVAK Djokovic was made to 
work hard for his 18th consecu-
tive victory, eventually putting 
away tomas Machac in the 
first round of the Dubai tennis 
Championships.

Djokovic, who is celebrat-
ing a record 378th week as 
world number one, had to rely 
on a third-set tie-break to fi-
nally get over the line, defeat-
ing his Czech opponent 6-3 3-6 
7-6 (7-1) on tuesday.

Machac is ranked 130th in 
the world, but caused Djoko-
vic plenty of problems, earn-
ing 10 break points across the 
match, though he was only able 
to convert three.

Djokovic had a 4-1 lead in 
the deciding set before Machac 
fought back to force a tie-break, 
but the Australian Open cham-
pion ultimately had few prob-
lems at 6-6 as he won seven 
of the eight points played to 
clinch the win.

“tomas certainly didn’t 
play like the No. 130 in the 

world today,” Djokovic said 
of his opponent. “He was giv-
ing me all kinds of trouble. 
But I guess when it mattered, I 
found another gear.” 

Djokovic, who is still unde-
feated in 2023, will face tallon 
griekspoor in the second round.

Elsewhere, fresh off two 
titles in as many weeks, third 
seed Daniil Medvedev eased 
past Matteo Arnaldi 6-4 6-2 
to tee up a tie with Alexander 
Bublik next after his opponent 
Alexandar Lazarov retired hurt 
with Bublik leading 6-1 1-0.

Felix Auger-Aliassime de-
feated Maxime Cressy 7-6 (7-4) 
3-6 6-3, but sixth seed Karen 
Khachanov is out after he was 
beaten 7-5 6-2 by Botic van de 
Zandschulp.

the Dutchman will take on 
Mikael ymer in the second round 
after his 6-2 6-3 win against 
Francesco passaro, while eighth 
seed Borna Coric and Dan Ev-
ans played just four games be-
fore the latter retired hurt.

Christopher O’Connell set 
up a match against Alexander 
Zverev in the next round after 

he overcame Emil Ruusuvuori 
7-5 6-4.

Nadal withdraws from  
Indian Wells Open 
Meanwhile, Rafael Nadal has 
withdrawn from the Indian 
Wells Open as he continues his 
recovery from a hip injury. Na-
dal sustained the injury during 
his straight-sets defeat to Mac-
kenzie McDonald at the Aus-
tralian Open in January, strug-
gling to move around the court 
during the closing stages of the 
contest in Melbourne.

OOREDOO QATAR mAjOR  
pREmIER pADEL 2023

Qatar’s wildcard pair of Ali Al Saygh and Rayyan Al Jufairi during their 
Ooredoo Qatar Major Premier Padel 2023 opening round match against 
Francisco Guerrero and Jesus Moya of Spain at the Khalifa International 
Tennis & Squash Complex on Tuesday. The Spaniards won 6-1, 6-2. Ear-
lier, Spain’s Ivan Ramirez and Pablo Cardona beat Qatar’s Mohammed 
Abdulla and Khalid Saadon Al Kuwari 6-1, 6-0 in the Round of 64.

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic gestures 
after winning against Czech Re-
public’s Tomas Machac in Dubai 
on Tuesday. (aFP)


