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Amir to patronize Education 
Excellency Day today

QNA
DOHa

His Highness the amir of state of Qatar sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al Thani will patronize the 
16th Education Excellency Day award at shera-
ton Doha Hotel on Wednesday.

Qatar will honor its distinguished students 
and institutions in the education field during the 
Education Excellence award ceremony. 

Under the slogan ‘With Excellence We Build 
generations’, 64 winners of different categories 
under the award will be honoured this year, out 
of 199 applicants who submitted their nomina-
tions and were subject to the criteria and condi-
tions of the award.

This year’s Excellence award covers eight 
categories: Education Excellence award for 
primary school students which was won by 
21 students, Education Excellence award for 
preparatory school students which was won 
by 8 students, Education Excellence award for 
secondary school students which was won by 
4 students, the distinguished teacher award 

which was won by two teachers, and the Educa-
tion Excellence award for university graduates 
which was won by 24 university students, 
Education Excellence award for holders of a 
master’s degree that was won by two students, 
Education Excellence award for PhD holders 
which was won by two PhD holders; Education 
Excellence award for the distinguished scientific 
research for the secondary stage which was 
won by a student. 

Deputy Amir meets exxonmobil Ceo
his highness the Deputy amir Sheikh abdullah bin hamad al thani met with Chairman and CEO of the 
ExxonMobil Darren Woods, who called on his highness to greet him on the occasion of his visit to the 
country, at the amiri Diwan office on tuesday. the meeting discussed aspects of cooperation between 
Qatar and ExxonMobil and the ways of developing them. (Qna)

QNA
DOHa

Advisor to the deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, and official spokesper-
son for the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs HE dr Majed bin Mo-
hammad Al Ansari has affirmed 
Qatar’s full readiness to receive 
its partners from around the 
world participating in the Fifth 
United Nations Conference on 
the Least developed Countries 
(LdC5), which will be held in 
doha from March 5-9.

in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs weekly briefing, dr Al 
Ansari stressed that doha is the 
capital of multi-purpose inter-
national action, especially devel-
opment work, which represents 
a priority and importance for 
Qatari foreign policy.

Qatar has always been one 
of the main supporters of inter-
national efforts in supporting 

the least-developed countries, 
which represent 46 countries 
according to the UN’s classifica-
tion.

He said since 2020, Qatar 
has made contributions to these 

countries amounting to $363 
million, and this support reflects 
Qatar’s great interest in this file 
and that it is a pivotal and es-
sential country in supporting 
development efforts in these 
countries.

He pointed out that the 
LdC5 is a platform to support 
the least developed countries at 

all levels, whether official, civil, 
private, or youth. it is expected 
that 4 to 5 thousand participants 
from abroad and 1,000 from 
Qatar will participate in this 
important and major event, in 
addition to a large number of 
leaders and heads of govern-
ment, ministers, specialists and 
relevant experts.

He added that on the side-
lines of the conference, which 
kicks off March 4, the UN House 
will be inaugurated in doha. The 
decision to inaugurate the UN 
House was announced by His 
Highness the Amir of state of 
Qatar sheikh Tamim bin Ham-
ad Al Thani in various speeches 
before the UN, following the 
agreements signed with the UN 
in 2018 in various fields, and 
the contribution of more than 
Usd500 million to support a 
number of areas of its work.

‘Qatar well-prepared to host  
int’l partners at LDC5’ 

QNA
DOHa

PrimE minister of Egypt Dr 
mostafa Kamal madbouly 
has called on the busi-
nesses in Qatar to invest 
in his country, stressing his 
government’s determination 
to remove all obstacles by 
adopting reforms and incen-
tives.

This came during a 
meeting on Tuesday between 
the Egyptian Prime minister 
and representatives of the 
Qatar Chamber and the 
Qatari Businessmen asso-
ciation. 

The meeting discussed 
the opportunities for Qatari 
businessmen to invest in 
Egypt and ways of enhancing 
them.

The Egyptian Pm ex-
pressed his admiration for 
the development and renais-
sance Qatar is witnessing 
in various fields and Qatar’s 
great success in organizing 
the FiFa World Cup Qatar 
2022.

Dr madbouly witnessed 
the signing ceremony of 
three memoranda of under-
standing (moU) between the 
Egyptian ministry of Health 
and Population and several 
Qatari companies in the 
framework of supporting and 
strengthening the partner-
ship with the private sector 
in the field of health care 
services.

The three moU were 
signed on the Egyptian side 
by advisor to the minister 
of Health and Population 
for governance and Techni-
cal affairs, Dr. mohamed 
al Tayeb, and on the Qatari 
companies’ side by the Vice 
Chairperson of the Board of 
Directors of the investment 
Holding Company ramez al 
Khayyat, CEO of aamal Com-
pany rashid bin ali al man-
soori, and CEO of al Qamra 
Holding group Dr. Hossam 
Eldin mostafa. pAge 10

egyptian pm  
calls on Qatari 

businessmen to 
invest in egypt

PM, Tunisian prez 
discuss ways to 
strengthen ties

QNA
TUnis

PrEsidENT of the republic 
of Tunisia Kais saied on Tues-
day met with Prime Minister 
and Minister of interior HE 
sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin 
Abdulaziz Al Thani at the Pres-
idential Palace of Carthage in 
Tunis, Tunisia. 

At the outset of the meeting, 
the PM conveyed the greetings 
of His Highness the Amir of 
state of Qatar sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani to the 
President of Tunisia, and His 
Highness’ wishes of further 
success to His Excellency, and 
the people of Tunisia continued 

progress and prosperity.
The Tunisian president en-

trusted HE sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani 
to convey his greetings to HH 
the Amir, wishing His High-
ness further success and the 
Qatari people continued devel-
opment and prosperity.

during the meeting, they 
discussed bilateral relations 
between the two countries, 
and ways to enhance and de-
velop them in various fields. 
The meeting was attended by a 
number of members of the of-
ficial delegation accompanying 
the Prime Minister. 

UN HoUse will be iNaUgUrated iN doHa: dr al aNsari

minister of Culture opens Qu book Fair

minisTEr of Culture HE 
sheikh abdulrahman 
bin Hamad al Thani and 

President of Qatar University 
HE Dr Hassan bin rashid al 
Derham on Tuesday inaugu-
rated Qatar University Book 
Fair 2023, with the attendance 
of a number of officials and 
representatives of local pub-
lishing houses and university 
students.

The exhibition is being held 
in joint cooperation between 
the ministry of Culture, repre-
sented by the Qatari Publishers 
and Distributors Forum, and 
the Qatar University Press, at 
the headquarters of the new 
student affairs building at 
Qatar University over a period 
of 6 days.

This cultural event stems 
from the vision of the ministry 
of Culture and Qatar Univer-

sity in preserving the intel-
lectual and cultural heritage 
of Qatari authors, enriching 
the field of knowledge. Eight-
een local publishing houses 
are participating in the first 
edition of the Qatar University 
Book Fair, and two official 
entities are participating (the 
ministry of Culture and Qatar 

University). 
The exhibition aims to 

promote a culture of reading 
to build an educated genera-
tion of students, capable of 
building the future of their 
nation and society, in addition 
to providing an opportunity to 
exchange ideas for students 
and visitors. (QNA) pAge 3

It is expected that 4 to 5 
thousand participants from 
abroad and 1,000 from 
Qatar will participate in 
the Fifth United Nations 
Conference on the Least 
Developed Countries.

FiFa President gianni 
infantino on monday 
hailed Qatar’s extraordi-
nary hosting of the FiFa 
World Cup Qatar 2022, 
praising at the same time 
the late Brazilian football 
legend Pele and welcom-
ing the presence of his 
family at the FiFa awards 
ceremony. “The FiFa World Cup Qatar 2022 was an exceptional 
edition in everything, and a wonderful experience for everyone, 
players and fans,” infantino said. (QNA) pAge 12

InfantIno haIls Qatar’s  
exceptional hosting of World cup

See also page 16 
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Beach-goers warned against hunting flamingos 
The Ministry of environment 
and Climate Change (Moe-
CC) has warned beach-goers 
against shooting the endan-
gered flamingo, stressing that 
flamingos are prohibited birds 
to hunt.

The ministry warned that 
whoever hunts flamingos will 
be exposed to legal account-
ability. The warning came after 
a team of the ministry found a 
flamingo with gunshot wounds 
in Purple Island. The bird was 

treated and cared for. The min-
istry said shooting these en-
dangered birds is a violation of 
state laws.

Decision No 15 of 2022 of 
the Minister of environment 
and Climate Change stipulates 
that flamingos are among the 
birds that are forbidden to be 
hunted in natural reserves and 
islands, within the borders 
of cities, villages and public 
parks, and within private prop-
erties and farms, except with 

the approval of their owners 
and rights holders.

According to Law No 4 
of 2002 regulating the hunt-
ing of wild animals, birds and 
reptiles, whoever violates the 
provisions of this law shall be 
punished with imprisonment 
for a period not exceeding one 
year and a fine not exceeding 
QR10,000, or with one of these 
two penalties, and the tools 
and weapons used in the viola-
tion will be confiscated. (TNN)

Vodafone Qatar receives World’s Fastest
Network award at MWC Barcelona 2023

Mowasalat announces 
sponsorship of ITAS

Japanese community celebrates National Day, Emperor’s 63rd birthday

Tribune news neTwork
Barcelona

VoDAfoNe Qatar is the 
World’s fastest Mobile Net-
work according to results from 
consumer-initiated tests taken 
with Speedtest by ookla, mak-
ing it the new global benchmark 
for mobile network speed. The 
#1 ranking for median mobile 
download speeds for Qatar on 
ookla’s Speedtest Global Index 
for November 2022 reflects 
Vodafone’s continued invest-
ment in its network and goal of 
delivering the best connectivity 
experiences to its customers in 
Qatar.  

on february 5, 2023, Speed-
test Awards, presented by ook-
la, revealed Vodafone Qatar as 
the fastest amongst mobile op-
erators worldwide in Q3-Q4 of 
2022. The award was presented 
to Vodafone on stage in Barce-
lona, Spain, as part of Mobile 
World Congress 2023 (MWC) 
2023,  on  february 28.

Receiving the award and 
representing Vodafone Qatar at 
the ceremony was Ramy Boc-
tor, chief technology officer, and 

Mahday Al-hebabi, director 
of enterprise Business. A fire-
side chat then took place where 
they were able to share insights 
on how Vodafone has consist-
ently invested in its network to 
achieve this milestone, what it 
means for the business and its 
customers, and its plans for the 
future.

Speedtest Awards are re-
served for an elite delegation 
of network operators that have 
delivered exceptional internet 

performance and coverage. The 
prestigious recognition follows 
a rigorous analysis of data ob-
tained from millions of tests 
performed on Speedtest by us-
ers across networks all over the 
world, to measure internet con-
nection speeds between July to 
December 2022.  Based on ook-
la’s assessment, Vodafone Qatar 
led the rankings with a Speed 
Score of 238.56 points, far sur-
passing other mobile networks. 

Ramy Boctor commented on 

receiving the accolade: “Voda-
fone Qatar is immensely proud 
to be recognised as the fastest 
mobile network in the world. 
This achievement is a significant 
milestone in our strategy that 
we created and have been work-
ing towards since 2018, and we 
have now achieved our ambition 
of delivering first-class internet 
connectivity and coverage to our 
customers.”

he continued, “This award 
reaffirms Qatar’s position as a 
global leader in mobile internet 
connectivity and coverage and 
showcases our tireless efforts 
in driving forward the country’s 
digital transformation agenda, 
in line with the Qatar National 
Vision 2030.”

As a demonstrated leader in 
technology and digital innova-
tion, Vodafone Qatar has been 
at the forefront of enabling a 
digitally connected and digitally 
aware society via its robust net-
work, range of smart solutions 
and collaborative partnerships. 
Such efforts have had a strong 
bearing on Qatar’s global stand-
ing in internet quality and effi-
ciency.

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

MoWASALAT (Karwa) has 
announced its sponsorship of 
the upcoming International 
Conference on Innovation and 
Technological Advances for 
Sustainability (ITAS 2023), 
organised by the University of 
Doha for Science and Technol-
ogy. The event that kicks off to-
day is set to conclude on March 
2nd, 2023, at the University of 
Doha for Science and Technol-
ogy Campus (UDST).

“As a Silver Sponsor of ITAS 
2023, Mowasalat (Karwa) is 
committed to promoting inno-
vation and sustainability prac-
tices in Qatar. The conference 
provides a unique opportunity 
for researchers, academia, stu-
dents, policymakers, industry, 
and government officials to 
come together and explore new 
ideas, techniques, and tools 
to implement the United Na-
tions Sustainable Development 
Goals (UN-SDGs),” a state-
ment issued yesterday said.

fahad Saad Al Qahtani, the 
Ceo of Mowasalat (Karwa) 
said: “We are excited to be a 
part of this significant event 
that will bring together leaders 

in innovation and technology 
to address critical issues of sus-
tainability. our commitment 
to sustainability is at the core 
of everything we do, and we 
are proud to support initiatives 
that promote sustainable prac-
tices in Qatar and beyond. “

As part of ITAS 2023, Mo-
wasalat (Karwa) will showcase 
its sustainable transportation 
initiatives in a session that will 
highlight the company’s efforts 
towards a sustainable future, 
including its bus fleet electrifica-
tion project and its innovative 
management systems. These 
systems, which range from ad-
vanced charging systems and ve-
hicle health monitoring to latest 
safety features and scheduling 
tools, aim to increase reliabil-
ity and optimal fleet utilisation 
while promoting sustainable 
public transportation.

ITAS 2023 is focused on 
developing pathways to ensure 
and improve sustainable de-
velopment by introducing and 
adopting novel, innovative, 
and advanced state-of-the-art 
technologies. It will also pro-
vide opportunities and policy 
recommendations that will en-
hance and achieve the goal of a 
sustainable society.

AshrAf siddiqui
Doha

The Japanese community in 
Qatar celebrated Japan Na-
tional Day and 63rd birthday of 
emperor of Japan his Majesty 
emperor Naruhito with fervour 
on Monday. 

To mark the celebrations, 
Ambassador of Japan to Qa-
tar he Satoshi Maeda hosted a 
gala dinner which was attended 
by Minister of Communications 
and Information Technology he 
Mohammed bin Ali bin Moham-
med Al Mannai, Director Proto-
col Department at the Ministry of 
foreign Affairs he Ambassador 
Ibrahim fakhro, Ambassador 
of eritrea and Dean of the Dip-

lomatic Corps he Ali Ibrahim 
Ahmed, dignitaries, ambassa-
dors, members of Japanese com-
munity and guests.

In his speech, Ambassador 
Maeda said 50 year of friend-
ship between Qatar and Japan 
has proven that borders and lan-
guage differences have no bear-
ing on the success of relations. 

“economic relations, de-
spite its importance and 
priority, are not the end in 
themselves. They are rather a 
means of supporting our citi-
zens and ensuring their happi-
ness and well-being. however, 
the ultimate goal remains to 
invest in the human develop-
ment and establish sustain-
able international relations 

that benefit societies and hu-
manity,” he said. 

he said that since his en-
thronement in 2019, the em-

peror has been actively and 
diligently carrying out his offi-
cial duties as the symbol of the 
state and the unity of the peo-

ple of Japan. 
“hM’s accession to the 

throne four years ago ushered 
in the ‘Reiwa’ era, celebrating 

the beautiful harmony that re-
sults when people’s hearts and 
minds come together in unity. 
The people of Japan gladly 
welcomed the concept of this 
new era name ‘Reiwa’, with 
the hope of achieving a lasting 
peace in which all people can 
live in harmony despite the 
various differences,” he said. 

he thanked the Amir his 
highness Sheikh Tamim bin 
hamad Al Thani for his visit 
to Japan last September to at-
tend the state funeral of former 
Prime Minister Abe Shinzo, 
during which emperor Naruhi-
to warmly received hh the 
Amir in the imperial palace in 
Tokyo where they met for first 
time in three years since 2019.

hamad bin suhaim al thani chairman
adel ali bin ali managing director
dr hassan mohammed ansari editor-in-chiefEstablishEd sEptEmbEr 3, 2006

Minister of environment visits 
Disaster Management Camp

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

MINISTeR of environment 
and Climate Change, he 
Sheikh Dr. faleh bin Nasser 
bin Ahmed bin Ali Al Thani, 
visited the Ninth Disaster 
Management Camp (DMC-9), 
organised by Qatar Red Cres-
cent Society (QRCS) under the 
patronage of the Ministry of 
Public health (MoPh).

he and his accompany-
ing delegation were received 
by faisal Mohamed Al-emadi, 
Ceo of QRCS, and Mohamed 
Rashid Al-Marri, deputy head 
of DMC-9.

The Minister was intro-
duced to the camp’s various 
training areas and took a tour 
of some facilities, especially 
the mobile field hospital and 
emergency operations room. 
he praised the idea of the camp 
and its field training facili-
ties that helps the trainees to 
gain real world experience. he 
thanked QRCS and the contrib-
uting partners.

There was a simulation sce-
nario of a massive earthquake, 
which left behind heavy casual-
ties. The field teams responded 
immediately by heading to the 

disaster zone, where they as-
sessed the situation and pro-
vided first aid to critically in-
jured people. 

In the evening, the “Vol-
untary Service” group at-
tended a lecture by the trainer 
Mahmoud Al-Sisi from QRCS.

There was also a simulation 
scenario of a poisoning incident 
at a refugee camp, which pro-

voked angry demonstrations 
to denounce the ill-treatment 
of displaced people. Then, 
clashes occurred among some 
protesters. Immediately, the 
police intervened to maintain 
order, and QRCS personnel re-
sponded by providing first aid 
to injured people. A press con-
ference was held to answer the 
questions of reporters.

Tops Ookla’s global list in delivering fastest connectivity to customers in Qatar

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani met with Min-
ister of Interior of Egypt Major-General Mahmoud Tawfik on Tuesday, on the occasion of the 40th session 
of Arab Interior Ministers Council in Tunis. During the meeting, they reviewed relations between the two 
countries, especially in security fields, in addition to discussing several topics of mutual interest. (QNA)

PM MEETS EGYPTIAN INTERIOR MINISTER



HE explained that the UN 
House is a Qatari national ini-
tiative to enhance Qatar’s posi-
tion in multilateral work, and as 
a reliable international partner 
with the UN in achieving the 
desired goals in international 
work in general, especially 
since Qatar is an old partner of 
the UN, and the relationship 
between them is historical, ex-
tended and diverse.

He pointed out that the UN 
House includes 12 offices that 
differ in their specialisation 
and nature of work, including 
the UNESCO office, the Inter-
national Labor Organization, 
UNICEF, the World Health Or-
ganization, and others.

Dr Majid Ansari added that 
LDC5 is an opportunity for con-
certed international efforts to 
accelerate the wheel of sustain-
able development in the least 
developed countries, as this 
conference is held once every 10 
years, and provides an opportu-

nity for these countries to ben-
efit from international efforts to 
support capabilities and achieve 
the desired goals.

He stressed that the lead-
ers during the conference will 
conduct a comprehensive as-
sessment of the implementa-
tion of the Istanbul Program of 
Action, take appropriate meas-
ures at the international level 
in favor of the least developed 
countries, and agree to renew 
the partnership between these 
countries and their develop-
ment partners to overcome 
structural challenges, eradicate 
poverty, achieve internationally 
agreed development goals, and 
empower the concerned coun-
tries to get out of the category 
of least developed countries, as 
the conference includes a group 
of forums for the private sector, 
civil society, youth, parliamen-
tarians, and tracks of South-
South cooperation.

Dr Ansari said that the State 
of Qatar welcomed the adop-
tion of the Doha Programme of 

Action for the Least Developed 
Countries for the Decade 2022-
2031 (DPoA), which was agreed 
upon in 2022 at the United Na-
tions General Assembly in New 
York, with Doha considering 
the adoption of the program in 
the first part of the conference 
an important achievement that 
provides a positive impetus to 
prepare to hold the second part 
of the conference in Doha from 
March 5-9.

Regarding Qatari aid to 
those affected by the earth-
quake that struck the Republic 
of Turkiye and northern Syria 
recently, Dr Ansari confirmed 
that the number of planes that 
carried aid has exceeded 50, 
with the airlift still ongoing, 
delivering aid for as long as 
the Turkish and Syrian sides 
are in need of it, indicating 
that this aid includes medical 
equipment and supplies, family 
tents, foodstuffs, field hospitals, 
ready-made housing units, as 
well as the setting up of 12 field  
hospitals.

UN House is Qatari initiative 
to enhance multilateral work

Leading publishing, distribution houses participate in QU Book Fair
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR University Press (QU 
Press) and the Ministry of Cul-
ture, represented by the Qatari 
Publishers and Distributors Fo-
rum, launched the Qatar Univer-
sity Book Fair 2023. The fair will 
run until March 5, at the new QU 
Student Affairs Building.

The Qatar University Book 
Fair was inaugurated by Minis-
ter of Culture HE Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman bin Hamad bin Jassim 
Al Thani, and QU President Dr. 
Hassan Al-Derham, in the pres-
ence of a number of QU vice 
presidents and officials from the 
Ministry of Culture, with the par-
ticipation of a large number of 
university employees and inter-
ested parties, in addition to the 
presence of media representa-
tives.

The Book Fair hosts lead-
ing Qatari publishing houses, 
cultural events and panel dis-

cussions with authors and their 
latest releases. This includes the 
launch of the book ‘The Debate 
over Conflicts and Settlements 
Behind the Scenes of the Secu-
rity Council: The Iraq-Iran War 
1980-1988’ by HE Dr. Hamad 
bin Abdulaziz Al-Kuwari and a 
panel discussion of ‘Geopolitics 
of Sports’ translated by Prof. 
Ahmad Haji Safar, among many 
others.

Director of QU Press Dr. Fa-
tima Al Suwaidi said, “We wel-
come our visitors to the Qatar 
University Book Fair, an event 
which constitutes an important 
part of the university’s vision, 
mission and goals and which 
aims to support education and 
spread culture among members 
of society.”

She added, “Allow me to ex-
tend my thanks and appreciation 
to the Ministry of Culture for its 
distinguished support of this ex-
hibition, and Qatar University 
looks forward to important fu-

ture participations that widen the 
horizons for university students.”

Riyad Yassin, Director of the 
Qatari Forum for Publishers and 

Distributors, part of the Ministry 
of Culture noted, “First of all, on 
behalf of myself and the Forum, 
I would like to thank our partners 

at Qatar University for their ef-
fort, dedicated cooperation and 
providing all facilities in pursuit 
of achieving the goals and aspi-

rations of the exhibition. I also 
thank the participating publish-
ing and distribution houses for 
their initiative to be part of this 
huge cultural event and for their 
outstanding contribution to pro-
viding the exhibition with many 
valuable publications and books.”

He pointed out that the vision 
of the exhibition is to provide an 
opportunity for university stu-
dents of various disciplines and 
interests to access books and au-
thors, open the field of intellectu-
al and cultural exchange enjoyed 
by the country, and contribute to 
raising the level of reading among 
members of society. 

The exhibition also aims to 
activate the role of universities as 
educational institutions that con-
tribute to the development and 
promotion of the cultural move-
ment on the one hand and pay 
attention to their role in educat-
ing students on the other hand, 
through workshops, courses and 
various book launches.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

RESEARCHERS at Weill 
Cornell Medicine-Qatar 
(WCM-Q) have analysed vast 
amounts of genetic and pro-
tein-related data to determine 
the effectiveness of genetics-
based personalised medicine 
for Arabs. While personalised 
medicine holds huge potential 
for assessing disease risk for 
individuals, a weakness of the 
science is its reliance on genet-
ic data that have been drawn 
largely from populations with 
European/Caucasian ances-
try.

But natural genetic vari-
ability between ethnic groups 
means that identification of 

genetic-based disease is more 
difficult for individuals whose 
ethnicity differs from that of 
the majority of individuals in 
the dataset. 

Researchers at WCM-Q, 
led by Dr Karsten Suhre, set 
out to quantify the disparity in 
accuracy of polygenic scores 
between populations of Euro-
pean and Arab ancestry. 

Dr Suhre, professor of 
physiology and biophysics/
director of bioinformatics 
core at WCM-Q, said: “We 
are lucky to have good qual-
ity genetic data from a large 
number of people, but the lev-
el of ethnic diversity in these 
datasets is quite low and very 
much focused on populations 
with European ancestry - this 

poses challenges for personal-
ised medicine in understudied 
populations. 

“We, therefore, wanted to 
be able to determine accurate-
ly how much or how little con-
fidence we can have in poly-
genic risk scores generated 
for Arabs from comparisons 
made with genomic data gath-
ered mainly from Caucasian 
populations”, Dr Suhre said.

To make the comparison, 
the researchers analysed 
2,935 blood samples from 
individuals of Arabic ances-
try, stored in Qatar Biobank, 
to examine their genomes 
and the genetic architecture 
of a set of 1,301 proteins 
known to be associated with 
numerous diseases. 

WCM-Q seeks to bring personalised 
medicine benefits to Arab populations

KHALID TAWALBEH 
DOHA

THE State of Qatar will host 
the 24th Gulf Engineering Fo-
rum from March 7 to 9, under 
the patronage of Prime Minis-
ter and Minister of Interior HE 
Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin 
Abdulaziz Al Thani.

The Ministry of Municipal-
ity, the Gulf Engineering Union, 
and the Qatar Society of En-
gineers are organising the Fo-
rum, which will be attended by 
a number of their excellencies 
ministers and dignitaries from 
Qatar, and other countries in the 
GCC and the wider Arab world. 
The announcement was made 
by the Ministry of Municipality 
at a press conference held on 
Tuesday in the presence of Eng. 
Fahad Mohammed Al-Qahtani, 
assistant undersecretary for Ur-
ban Planning Affairs and chair-
man of the Supreme Organising 
Committee of the Forum, Eng. 

Khalid bin Ahmed Al-Nasser, 
chairman of the board of Direc-
tors of the Qatar Society of En-
gineers and vice chairman of the 
Supreme Organising Committee 
of the Forum, and a number of 
other officials of the Ministry 
and the urban planning sector.

The President of the Qa-
tar Society of Engineers, Eng. 
Khalid Al-Nasser, confirmed to 
Qatar Tribune that the annual 
Gulf Engineering Forum’s seeks 
to foster communication and 
exchange of ideas among the 
GCC countries’ engineering as-
sociations, gain knowledge and 
experience in the field of infra-
structure, and raise awareness 
and encourage communication 
in their various specialties.

The activities of the three-day 
Gulf Engineering Forum, titled 
“Environmental Engineering 
and Sustainability,” will include 
a number of discussion sessions 
with speakers from the State of 
Qatar and other Gulf nations. Out 

of more than 220 working pa-
pers submitted, 26 were chosen 
to be presented over the course 
of the three days and address the 
themes of environment, sustain-
ability, and smart cities.

“The Forum will be ac-
companied by an engineering 
exhibition with a focus on the 
environment and sustainability, 
in which a number of govern-
ment and semi-government as 
well as the private sector enti-
ties from Qatar and the Gulf 
countries will participate. They 

will present their most notable 
ideas, projects, and engineering 
services in the field of environ-
ment and sustainability. It will 
also mark the 25th anniversary 
of the founding of the Gulf En-
gineering Forum,” said Eng. 
Khalid Al-Nasser.

In light of the urban and 
engineering development and 
renaissance experienced by the 
State of Qatar in particular and 
the Gulf countries in general, 
Dr. Fayqa Ashkanani, advisor 
to the Minister of Municipality, 

emphasised the significance of 
the State of Qatar hosting the 
events of the Gulf Engineering 
Forum for the fourth time. 

She underlined that the Min-
istry of Municipality pays great 
attention to the construction 
sector and the application of the 
highest international standards 
and specifications that achieve 
sustainable development goals. 
She noted that the holding of the 
twenty-fourth forum this year un-
der the auspices of HE the Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interior, 
confirms the interest of the State 
of Qatar in this vital sector.

She underscored that the 
best engineering projects that 
meet environmental standards 
and sustainability, as well as 
the winners of the engineering 
pioneers competition from Qa-
tar and the Gulf countries, will 
receive the Gulf Engineering 
Union award for excellence and 
creativity in projects on the side-
lines of the Forum.

The Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change, the Qatar 
General Electricity and Water 
Corporation ‘Kahramaa’, the 
Public Works Authority ‘Ashghal’, 
the Qatar International Islamic 
Bank (bronze sponsor), the Col-
lege of Engineering at Qatar Uni-
versity, and the Qatari newspaper 
Al Sharq ‘media sponsor’ were 
among the sponsors thanked by 
the speakers at the conclusion of 
the press conference.

All engineering specialists 
will be able to join the discus-
sion sessions and presentations 
of working papers at the Gulf 
engineering forum as well as the 
associated expo.

A number of working pa-
pers from all the Gulf nations 
will be presented during the 
Forum. Two awards to be given 
in conjunction with the Gulf 
Engineering Forum, namely the 
Pioneer Award and the Engi-
neering Excellence and Creativ-
ity Award.

All set for 24th Gulf Engineering Forum from March 7

Minister of Culture His Excellency Sheikh Abdul Rahman bin Hamad bin Jassim Al Thani and QU President 
Dr. Hassan Al-Derham at the Qatar University Book Fair 2023, in Doha, on Tuesday.

Continued from page 1 
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Aamal, Egyptian ministry sign pact to
enhance cooperation in health sector

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AAMAL Company Q.P.S.C. 
(Aamal), one of the region’s 
leading diversified companies, 
has announced the signing of a 
memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) with the Egyptian Min-
istry of Health and Population, 
to enhance bilateral relations 
in the health sector between the 
two parties.

According to the memo-
randum of understanding, 
Aamal Company, represented 
by Rashid bin Ali Al Mansouri, 
CEO; and Egyptian Ministry 
of Health and Population, rep-
resented by Dr Mohamed Al 

Tayeb, advisor to the Minister of 
Health and Population for Gov-
ernance and Technical Affairs; 
discussed areas of cooperation 
regarding funding new invest-
ments to establish, operate or 
develop medical facilities that 
operate within Egypt, which 
supports the development of 
health and medical services and 
improves their efficiency, which 
will also result in a financial re-
turn to Aamal Company.

On the occasion, Rashid bin 
Ali Al Mansoori, CEO of Aamal 
Company, said: “It gives me im-
mense pleasure to witness this 
significant cooperation with the 
sisterly Arab Republic of Egypt, 
which is a result of our endeav-

our at Aamal to achieve the 
vision of our beloved country 
Qatar, supporting the role of the 
private sector in achieving sus-
tainable economic development 
in the country. The cooperation 
also indicates the ability of the 
private sector to contribute to an 
advanced local economic devel-
opment. I would also like to take 
this opportunity to emphasise 
the track record that the medical 
care sector in Aamal has been 
able to provide to the market 
in terms of services, pharma-
ceutical products and medical 
equipment, which makes us the 
partner-of-choice for investors 
and market leaders from various 
sectors.”

Director of French Institute 
discusses cooperation with 
Al Faleh Educational Holding

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DIRECTOR of the French Institute and 
Counsellor for Cooperation and Cultural 
Affairs of French Embassy in Qatar, Ol-
ivier Huynh Van, visited Al Faleh Educa-
tional Holding QPSC to discuss inclusion 
of French language teaching programme 
at Doha Academy and the prospects of 
future cooperation between the two or-
ganisations.

Evy Yammine and Dima Alchikr (Me-
dia Library) accompanied Olivier Huynh 
Van during the visit to the Doha Academy, 
one of the wholly owned educational insti-

tutions of Al Faleh Educational Holding.
The French Institute works with 

schools to develop opportunities for teach-
ers of French as well as for students.

Edward Cooper, principal of Doha 
Academy Schools and director of Academ-
ic Affairs - Primary and Secondary Educa-
tion, stated, “We are most grateful to Mr 
Olivier, Ms Evy, and Ms Dima for their 
visit to Doha Academy. Our Primary and 
Secondary students are fortunate to learn 
three languages – Arabic, English and 
French – and the visit from the French In-
stitute provides excellent ideas for future 
collaboration that will further develop our 
French programmes of study.”

QIB hosts blood-donation drive to support community
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR Islamic Bank (QIB), 
Qatar’s leading digital bank, 
has organised a blood dona-
tion drive in association with 
Hamad Medical Corporation 
(HMC) at the bank’s head-
quarters as part of its cor-
porate social responsibility 
(CSR) initiatives and commu-
nity engagement efforts.

QIB’s blood donation cam-
paign aims to help replenish 
the supplies of the HMC Blood 
Bank and to ensure that it does 
not face any shortages when-
ever supplies are needed. 

The campaign falls under 
QIB’s Corporate Social Respon-

sibility programme, as part of 
its enduring commitment to 
be a socially responsible bank 
and contribute positively to 
the community in Qatar as it 
strengthens its involvement in 
initiatives that benefit the en-
tire society.

The campaign saw a great 
response where employees 
from all QIB’s departments 
participated in the event by 
donating blood, demonstrating 
their shared belief in the bank’s 
values and its vital role in the 
community. 

Commenting on the event, 
Mashaal Abdulaziz Al Derham, 
assistant general manager, 
head of Corporate Communi-
cations & Quality Assurance at 
QIB, said: “We are once again 
proud to partner with Hamad 
Medical Corporation to organ-

ise this regular blood drive and 
help nourish the Blood Donor 
Centre’s supplies, which are of 
critical importance to saving 
patients in need. 

“As a committed, socially 
responsible organisation, our 
bank will always strive to sup-

port campaigns and initiatives 
which can help bolster the 
health sector in Qatar. I would 
like to thank all our staff who 
participated in this campaign. 
I look forward to more benefi-
cial partnerships with Hamad 
Medical Corporation to sup-
port the well-being of the peo-
ple of Qatar.”

QIB’s responsibility to the 
community has always been 
at the forefront of its activi-
ties and is one of the main ob-
jectives of the bank. QIB has 
continuously committed itself 
to a series of corporate social 
responsibility programmes 
in the community, including 
educational, health and social 
programmes.

MoCI recalls Mapyr 
Skip Hop baby 

playing mattress 
Silver Lining 307150
THE Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry (MoCI), in cooperation 
with Just Kidding, Tajer and 
Carter’s, Qatar’s Mapyr dealer-
ship, has announced the recall 
of Mapyr Skip Hop baby playing 
mattress Silver Lining 307150 
with hanging toys, as the upper 
hanging raindrop toy suspended 
in the arch may separate from 
the toy gym, posing a choking 
risk if the baby puts it in his/her 
mouth. The ministry said the re-
call campaign comes within the 
framework of its ongoing efforts 
to protect consumers and ensure 
that dealers follow up on defects 
and repairs. The ministry said it 
would coordinate with the dealer 
to ensure that the necessary re-
pairs are carried out. (TNN)

AFG College to celebrate Int’l Women’s Day
with special conference to promote equity

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AS part of its commitment to social 
responsibility and community en-
gagement, AFG College with the Uni-
versity of Aberdeen has announced 
that it will be celebrating Interna-
tional Women’s Day with a special 
inspiring event under the theme 
‘Embrace Equity’.

Under the patronage of Dr 
Sheikha Aisha bint Faleh Al Thani, 
chairperson of Al Faleh Educational 
Holding (QPSC), AFG College with 
the University of Aberdeen will hold 
its 5th International Women’s Day 
Conference on March 8 at the pres-
tigious Le Royal Meridien Hotel. 

“We are honoured to host the 

annual conference on Internation-
al Women’s Day to shed light on 
women’s empowerment and their 
contributions to our communities. 
Embracing equity for women is a 
crucial matter that leads to bet-
ter communities and generations. 
This conference is part of our con-
tinuous effort to raise awareness of 
women’s issues. We are confident 
that the motivational speakers will 
ignite discussions on this increas-
ingly critical topic in our lives,” 
said Dr Sheikha Aisha bint Faleh 
Al Thani.

The annual conference will fea-
ture inspiring keynote speakers in-
cluding Iman Ereiqat, chief of mis-
sion at International Organization 
for Migration; Sheikha Alanoud bint 

Hamad Al Thani, deputy chief execu-
tive officer of Qatar Financial Centre 
and chief business officer of Qatar 
Financial Centre; as well as Amal 
Ameen, Qatari Entrepreneur and a 
visual artist, interior designer and 
fashion executive.

The event will also include a pan-
el discussion for representatives of 
diplomatic delegations in Qatar, pro-
viding a platform for the exchange of 
ideas and best practices on promot-
ing gender equality.

AFG’s International Women’s 
Day Conference is supported by 
main partner Nasser Bin Khaled & 
Sons Automobiles, the authorized 
distributor of Mercedes-Benz in Qa-
tar, and Platinum sponsor Doha In-
surance company.

Superstar Ragheb Alama in Doha 
to perform in exclusive program
LEBANESE singer, danc-
er, composer, television 
personality, and philan-
thropist Ragheb Alama 
landed in Doha on Mon-
day on a three-day trip to 
entertain his fans in the 
country in an exclusive 
event. 

In an exciting and ex-
ceptional evening, Alama 
will be performing a se-
lection of his sensational 
hits in a private event or-
ganised by Aura Group 
and produced by Elegan-
cia events on Thursday, 
March 2, at Orient Pearl 
Restaurant in celebration 
of its 10-year anniversary. 

Alama will be staying 
at the iconic Katara Hills 
resort, where he will be 
enjoying the relaxing and 
luxurious destination. 

He will be visiting and touring the 
country’s latest tourism destinations and 

landmarks that have contributed to the 
rise of the tourism scenery in Qatar. (TNN)

Latest season of QF’s Doha
Debates to be filmed at NU-Q

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE upcoming season of Doha De-
bates will be shot at Northwestern 
University in Qatar (NU-Q) in mid-
March.Hosted by comedian, actor 
and writer Mo Amer and co-produced 
by Qatar Foundation’s Doha Debates 
and Endeavor’s Film 45, new episodes 
of the marquee programme will be 
filmed in front of a live studio. Each 
episode will feature discussions be-
tween celebrities and expert guests 
who seek to find common ground on 
some of the most pressing global is-
sues of our time.

The first episode of the new sea-
son will film on March 15, with seven 
additional episodes filming through to 
March 20 for worldwide release this 
year. Students in Education City are 
among the first to receive exclusive 
invitations from Doha Debates to join 
the studio audience. 

“Sitting at the confluence of cul-

tures and continents, Northwestern 
Qatar actively creates and dissemi-
nates knowledge through its teaching, 
research and public engagement,” said 
Marwan M Kraidy, dean and CEO of 
NU-Q. “As a global community of ev-
idence-based story tellers, we provide 
a world class professional education 
grounded in the liberal arts. The future 
of higher education is global, digital 
and multidisciplinary. We at North-
western Qatar are at the forefront of 
global education, and welcome part-
ners like Doha Debates who can am-
plify our mission.”

Through live debates, town halls, 
podcasts, films and educational con-
tent, QF’s Doha Debates empowers a 
new generation of leaders to bridge di-
vides, find common ground and work 
together to address the world’s biggest 
challenges. The organization’s flag-
ship debate series — as well as its other 
content — is modeled after majlis-style 
debates, which create a welcoming, so-
lutions-oriented space for participants 
with diverse viewpoints to discuss 
timely issues and events.

“We are excited and grateful to be 
filming the new season of Doha De-
bates at Northwestern University in 
Qatar,” said Amjad Atallah, managing 
director of Doha Debates. “The univer-
sity’s diverse, vibrant campus and its 
commitment to outstanding media and 
communication programmes make 
it an ideal venue for the series. We’re 
looking forward to welcoming the lead-
ers of the future – students from North-
western Qatar and all across Education 
City – into our live audience.”
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Israel releases Jewish 
settlers arrested after 
anti-Palestinian attacks

AGENCIES 

ISRAELI authorities have re-
leased all suspects arrested 
after a Sunday night rampage 
by Jewish settlers in the occu-
pied West Bank, which killed 
one Palestinian, injured hun-
dreds and destroyed Palestinian 
homes and property.

The Israeli police told the 
Times of Israel that six suspects 
had been released on Monday, 
and that a further two were re-
leased to house arrest on Tues-
day. No other settlers are be-
lieved to have been arrested.

The Israeli government has 
come under fierce criticism 
for its response to the attacks 
across several villages near Na-
blus, in which some 400 settlers 
participated.

Settlers committed shoot-
ings, arson attacks and beat Pal-
estinians with metal rods and 
rocks, according to Palestinian 
media reports. Some 390 Pales-
tinians were injured – the ma-
jority from tear gas and smoke 
inhalation.

The Palestinian Authority 
said that at least 30 Palestinian 
homes and more than 100 cars 
had been burned.

“Hundreds participated in 
the attack; hundreds of proper-
ties [were] burned. It is belit-
tling [the issue] that they have 
only arrested eight – and then 
released the majority of them,” 
Palestinian political analyst Is-
mat Mansour told Al Jazeera.

The Israeli military did not 
respond to Al Jazeera’s request 
for comment. The release of the 
settlers arrested fits into a wider 
pattern, with only 3 percent 
of investigations into attacks 
against Palestinians resulting in 
a conviction and 93 percent of 
investigations closing without 
an indictment, according to the 
Israeli rights group Yesh Din.

Every year, hundreds of at-
tacks have been carried out by 

Israelis living in illegal settle-
ments against Palestinians and 
their properties in the occupied 
West Bank.

So far in 2023, at least four 
Palestinians have been killed by 
Israeli settlers in the occupied 
West Bank.

The settler attacks unfolded 
in the hours after two Israeli 
settlers were killed in a shoot-
ing by a Palestinian man in Hu-
wara, near Nablus, on Sunday 
afternoon.

The men were two broth-
ers who lived in the illegal set-
tlement of Har Bracha south of 
Nablus.

On Monday afternoon, doz-
ens of armed Israeli settlers 
gathered in Huwara under Is-
raeli army protection, raising 
fears of another assault.

Despite the attacks, Israel’s 
far-right national security min-
ister, Itamar Ben-Gvir, respond-
ed to the violence by holding a 
news conference at the illegal 
outpost of Evytar on Monday 
morning, where he called for 
the outpost to be legalised.

“The political answer to 
[terror] attack is to establish 
this settlement,” said Ben-Gvir.

Individual settler attacks 

continued into Monday night 
with incidents including arson 
attacks and rock-throwing re-
ported around Ramallah and 
Nablus.

At least three Palestin-
ians were wounded, including 
a mother accompanying her 
12-year-old daughter in an am-
bulance.

Separately on Monday even-
ing, another suspected Palestin-
ian shooting attack took place, 
killing an Israeli American near 
Jericho.

The Israeli army has said 
that it has launched a large 
manhunt for the perpetrators of 
the two attacks.

Hundreds of soldiers have 
been deployed to the occupied 
West Bank, and checkpoints 
have been set up along the main 
highway to Nablus and Jenin 
with tight security checks and 
restrictions on cars with Pales-
tinian licence plate numbers, 
which remained in place on 
Tuesday.

Israeli forces also arrested 
eight Palestinians overnight, 
mainly from the Al-Arroub refu-
gee camp north of Hebron, and 
Ya’bad, south of Jenin in the oc-
cupied West Bank.

AGENCIES 

NIGERIA’S opposition de-
manded a revote Tuesday for 
the country’s presidential elec-
tion, where the partial results 
show an early lead for the rul-
ing party.

At a press conference in the 
capital Abuja, the three main 
opposition parties said the elec-
tion was an insult to democracy 
and called for Nigeria’s election 
chief to resign.

“The conduct of the 2023 
election has been marred by 
widespread violence, rigging, 
intimidation of voters, doctor-
ing of results and violation of 
the laid down electoral process, 
which was communicated by 
the national electoral body,” 
said Julius Abure, chairman of 
the Labour Party.

While the press conference 
was taking place, dozens of 
protestors took to the streets 

of Abuja and in the southern 
Delta state, accusing the elec-
tion commission of disenfran-
chising voters.

Results from Saturday’s 
presidential and parliamentary 
elections in Africa’s most popu-
lous nation have been trickling 
in, with 14 of its 36 states votes 
announced. The ruling party — 
the All Progressives Congress 
— candidate, Bola Tinubu is in 
the lead winning six states with 
the main opposition candidate 
from the Peoples Democratic 
Party, Atiku Abubakar, trail-
ing closely with five. Peter Obi 
of the Labour Party, a surprise 
leading candidate in what’s 
usually a two-horse race, has 
won three states after a strong 
showing in polls before the 
elections.

In order to win, the candi-
date who leads the popular vote 
must also win at least a quarter 
of the votes in two-thirds of the 

states and Abuja.
Parties have three weeks to 

appeal results, but an election 
can’t be invalidated unless it 
proves that the national elec-
toral body largely didn’t follow 
the law and conducted actions 
which could change the final 
result.

The ruling party has asked 
the opposition to accept defeat 
and not cause trouble.

“We call on Atiku Abubakar 
and Peter Obi to emulate for-
mer President Goodluck Jona-
than by conceding defeat. This 
election has already been won 
by our candidate, according to 
the results declared at the col-
lation centres in the state,” said 
Dele Alake, a spokesman.

While Saturday’s election 
was largely peaceful, observ-
ers said there were at least 135 
critical incidents, including 
widespread delays, eight re-
ports of ballot-snatching that 

undermined the legitimacy of 
the country’s polls.

The opposition said the de-
lay in uploading results from 
each of Nigeria’s 176,000 vot-
ing units to the electoral body’s 
portal, made room for irregu-
larities.

Nigeria’s electoral body dis-
missed the call for a new elec-
tion and said that the results 
so far point to a free, fair and 
credible process. “Aggrieved 
parties are free to approach the 
courts to ventilate their con-
cerns and wait for the matter 
to be resolved. Making inciting 
comments capable of causing 
violence or unrest is unaccep-
table,” said Rotimi Oyekanmi, 
a spokesman for the election 
chief in a statement.

The opposition’s call has 
raised concern about growing 
tensions ahead of May when 
the new government is meant 
to be sworn in.

Tensions rise in Nigeria as  
opposition demands new vote

Vendors sell food at a junction in Asaba, Nigeria, on Tuesday. (AFP)

A Palestinian man sits outside a torched house in the town of Huwara 
near Nablus in the occupied West Bank on Monday. (AFP)

ISLAMABAD: The Afghan Foreign Ministry on Tuesday confirmed 
that 80 Afghan migrants, including women and children, died 
after their boat sank in the sea off the south of Italy.

In a statement, the ministry said the migrants were travelling 
from Turkey to Italy in a wooden boat.

The statement urged Afghan nationals to avoid illegal migra-
tion.

In addition, Kabul called on the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) to help find and transfer the drowned 
Afghans’ bodies.

Following the Taliban’s return to power, Afghans are increas-
ingly leaving their country in search of a better life, mainly due to 
economic and security reasons. Europe is the final destination 
for the majority of migrants. (DPA)

Afghanistan confirms death of 80 Afghan 
migrants on Italian coast

News 
in brief

Istanbul hospitals evacuated due to 
earthquake effects
ISTANBUL: Authorities in Istanbul have begun evacuating two 
city hospitals due to structural damage and decreased safety 
caused by the recent massive earthquake.

Patients at the Kagithane state hospital would be moved 
to a hospital in the city district of Sisli, Turkish Health Minister 
Fahrettin Koca said in Hatay on Tuesday.

The move will be completed in a few days, Koca said. Istan-
bul’s Cerrahpasa University Hospital would also be evacuated, 
he added. The Cerrahpasa Hospital said the previous day that 
its buildings had been reinspected for safety following the dev-
astating earthquake in south-east Turkey on February 6.

A large part of the hospital complex had not passed the 
inspection satisfactorily, so operations could not continue, hospi-
tal officials said. Among other facilities, 800 internal medicine 
and surgery beds, 32 operating theatres and intensive care and 
dialysis wards were affected. In total, 105,000 square metres of 
premises could no longer be used. The quake has claimed the 
lives of 44,218 people in Turkey alone, according to its disaster 
agency AFAD, while in neighbouring Syria, 5,900 deaths were re-
ported so far. (DPA)

Hong Kong ditches mandatory mask rules
HONG KONG: Hong Kong will lift its Covid-19 mask requirement 
nearly three years after it was put in place to prevent the spread 
of the coronavirus, authorities announced Tuesday.

The new measure will take effect on Wednesday, with masks 
only needed in high-risk areas including nursing homes and hos-
pitals, the South China Morning Post newspaper reported, citing 
Hong Kong chief executive John Lee.

Hong Kong is one of the last places in the world where mask 
wearing is mandatory.

The measure was strictly enforced during the pandemic, with 
anyone caught on the street or in public buildings without a face 
mask risking a 5,000 Hong Kong dollars ($637) fine.

At times, Hong Kong followed the same strict zero-Covid 
policy as mainland China, with people entering the country 
required to spend up to 21 days in hotel quarantine. (DPA)
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QNA
DOHA

PRIME Minister of the Arab Republic 
of Egypt Dr Mostafa Kamal Madbouly 
said on Tuesday that bilateral relations 
between Qatar and the Arab Republic of 
Egypt are witnessing further coopera-
tion and harmony at all levels, culminat-
ing in a 2021 exchange of visits between 
both countries’ leaders.

In an interview with the Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), the Egyptian PM con-
gratulated the people and leadership of 
the State of Qatar on the successful FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 hosting, pointing 
out that the achievement confirms Arab 
countries’ potentials to organize ma-
jor international events, and highlights 
their highly efficient, skilled and accu-
rate human resources and cadres.

Commenting on the Qatar-Egypt 
ties, Dr Madbouly revealed his country’s 
aspirations to develop bilateral coopera-
tion and coordination in various fields, 
especially investment cooperation, and 
working to stimulate trade exchange in 
the interest of both brotherly peoples, 
noting that the visit of the ministerial 
delegation to Qatar coincides with the 
recent positive development in relations 
between the two countries.

He said that his visit included dis-
cussions with the Qatari side on a num-
ber of issues and topics that contribute 
to strengthening cooperation between 
the two countries in all fields. The dis-
cussions covered the positive develop-
ments in Egypt over the past few years, 
the national projects adopted by the 
state in the fields of clean and conven-
tional energy, and the country’s boom 
in transport and communications in-
frastructure and new smart cities, espe-
cially the new administrative capital, in 
cooperation with private sector compa-
nies, he added.

The discussions also dealt with the 
most important features of the projects 
of the Suez Canal Economic Zone, the 
first phase of the proposals program, 
and the finalization of the state owner-
ship document, which includes the ac-
tivities and sectors from which the state 
will withdraw in accordance with inter-
national standards, he told QNA.

He stressed that the volume of trade 

exchange between the two countries 
does not match the level that they aspire 
to reach, praising in this context the visit 
made by president and members of the 
Qatari Businessmen Association to Cai-
ro in October 2022, and their meeting 
with HE President of the Arab Republic 
of Egypt Abdel Fattah El Sisi.

This visit was an opportunity to 
enhance cooperation between the two 
countries, especially in the field of in-
vestment exchange, and work to acti-
vate the movement of trade exchange 
between them in the interest of the two 
brotherly peoples, His Excellency said, 
highlighting both sides’ consensus on 
the need to increase the volume of trade 
exchange.

The visiting Egyptian ministerial 
delegation to Qatar included ministers 
of finance, planning and economic de-
velopment, health, trade and industry, 
and heads of the General Authority for 
Investment and the General Authority 
for the Suez Canal Economic Zone.

He highlighted the newly signed 
Double Taxation Agreement between 
the ministries of finance in both coun-
tries to avoid double taxation and fis-
cal evasion in a bid to enhance bilateral 
investment cooperation, as well as a 
number of memoranda of understand-
ing (MoU) between Egypt’s Ministry of 
Health and Population and Qatari com-
panies to bolster bilateral cooperation in 
establishing, operating and developing 
medical facilities in Egypt.

Dr Madbouly highlighted the visit of 
His Highness the Amir of State of Qa-
tar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
to Egypt in June, where His Highness 
was welcomed by HE President El Sisi. 
He noted that, during the visit, the two 
sides discussed strengthening bilateral 
relations, especially in the agricultural 
and energy sectors, as well as invest-
ment cooperation, and revitalizing trade 
exchange. HE President El Sisi attend-
ed the opening ceremony of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 in November, 

before another Sep. 13 visit, ahead of the 
31st Arab League summit in Algiers, His 
Excellency said, highlighting that the 
timing of the last visit bore significant 
indications.

Relations between the two countries 
saw a remarkable development follow-
ing the Al-Ula Declaration sealed in Jan. 
2021, he said, alluding to an agreement 
reached at the conclusion of the 41st 
GCC Summit to end a four-year diplo-
matic crisis between Saudi Arabia, UAE, 
Bahrain and Egypt on one side and Qa-
tar on the other side.

Highlighting this development, he 
said that about 261 Qatari companies 
operate in Egypt, with a Qatari capital of 
$2.165 billion, including $249 million in 
the tourism sector, about $208 million 
in the construction sector, and about 
$36 million in the industrial sector.

In March 2022, Qatar announced 
pumping $5 billion investments in 
Egypt, on the sidelines of the visit of 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 

Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Abdulrahman Al Thani to Cairo.

Egypt looks forward to developing 
bilateral cooperation between the two 
countries and coordination in various 
fields, especially investment coopera-
tion, and working to stimulate trade ex-
change in the interest of the two broth-
erly peoples, he added. 

Dr Madbouly stated that his coun-
try is working to create an attractive 
environment for investment, and to 
strengthen national industries in several 
priority sectors for the Egyptian state, in 
light of its steps to shift towards a green 
economy and sustainable development.

The government is also working on 
improving the investment environment 
in Egypt, by introducing relevant leg-
islative and regulatory procedures, in 
addition to the facilities and incentives 
it provides, such as the golden license 
whose objective is to attract more for-
eign investments to the country.

Madbouly stressed that Egypt sup-
ports the private sector’s participation in 
the national economy and aims to raise 
the percentage of private sector par-
ticipation to 65 percent of total invest-
ments in the next few years, in addition 
to selling about 32 companies within the 
Initial Public Offering (IPO) program, as 
well as completing the State Ownership 
Policy Document, which includes the ac-
tivities and sectors from which the state 
will disengage, in accordance with inter-
national standards.

Commenting on the 7th Qatar-Egypt 
Follow-up Committee’s meetings, which 
was held in Doha last September, the 
Egyptian PM explained that the follow-
up committee stemming from the Al Ula 
Summit’s statement served as an impor-
tant tool through which most outstand-
ing bilaterally matters and dossiers were 
settled politically, technically, and in 
relation to security, reach points of con-
vergence and harmony between the two 
sides, adding that the outcome of the 
committee’s work was positive and con-
structive to the degree that clearly paved 
the way for the development of bilateral 
relations, with the most telling example 
of which was the visit of HE Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah El Sisi to Doha 
in September 2022, as well as the visit 
of HH the Amir to Egypt in June 2022.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION AND ANALYSIS PAGES ARE THE AUTHORS’ OWN. QATAR TRIBUNE BEARS NO RESPONSIBILITY.

Relations With Qatar See Harmony  
At All Levels: Egyptian PM

Dr Madbouly reveals Egypt’s aspirations to develop bilateral cooperation and coordination in various fields, especially 
investment cooperation, and working to stimulate trade exchange in the interest of both brotherly peoples

ADAM MINTER

AN especially virulent strain of bird 
flu has killed off more than 58 mil-
lion birds in the U.S. since January 
2022. That’s not the toll from dis-
ease. It’s mostly the result of whole 
flocks of poultry slaughtered by 
American farmers to prevent the vi-
rus from spreading after even one in-
fected bird is found. But those dras-
tic measures have failed to stop the 
devastation.

Vaccination of domesticated 
birds can provide a new line of de-
fense. The world has had a vaccine 
available to help stop the spread of 
the virus since at least 2003. Its use 
in other countries, especially in Asia, 
has proven it effective at halting out-
breaks.

The most recent wave of the dis-
ease has prompted more countries 
to move toward vaccinating their 
flocks. Yet despite the massive loss of 
life, the financial toll on farmers and 
the spiraling cost of eggs and other 
poultry-related consumer products, 
the US continues to dither over the 
pros and cons.

The key concern is that vaccina-
tions could hinder U.S. poultry ex-
ports to other countries worried that 
shipments of vaccinated birds might 
contain hidden infections. Such op-
position might have been justified 
when flare-ups of the virus were 
more easily controlled. But that’s no 
longer the case. To stop future out-
breaks, the U.S. must vaccinate its 
poultry.

What’s known as bird flu, or 
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
A(H5N1), first emerged on Hong 
Kong farms and poultry markets in 
1997, and eventually spread to hu-
mans, killing 6 of the 18 people who 
caught it. Hong Kong responded by 

destroying every one of the 1.5 mil-
lion chickens located on the city-
state’s commercial farms and in local 
poultry markets. It was an expen-
sive move, in terms of both life and 
money, but it worked to stop the out-
break.

To reduce the risk of future out-
breaks, Hong Kong successfully im-
plemented new hygiene, biosecurity 
and virus-surveillance measures. But 
by 2001 the virus — spread by wild 
birds — began to appear in the mar-
kets again. “So that’s when I started 
looking at vaccination,” recalled Dr. 
Leslie Sims, who designed Hong 
Kong’s bird flu control methods after 
the 1997 outbreak, in a recent phone 
call from Hong Kong. “I had to have 
an extra level of protection.”

Hong Kong trialed vaccinations 
in 2002 and determined that they 
were effective at both protecting 
chickens from infection and at inter-
rupting transmission. In 2003, the 
city made vaccination mandatory on 

all poultry farms that supply Hong 
Kong.

Today more than 30 countries 
have adopted bird flu vaccinations 
for poultry. Successes have been no-
table and go beyond just eliminating 
threats to chickens. In China, the 
country that has deployed vaccina-
tions most widely, research reveals 
that a drop in poultry infections re-
duced human infections, too.

Nonetheless, until the most re-
cent outbreak, most countries — es-
pecially poultry exporters — hesi-
tated to adopt vaccinations. The 
reasons are several. First, vaccines 
become less effective over time due 
to mutations in the virus. For ex-
ample, in Egypt researchers found 
that vaccine strains were no longer 
matched to circulating strains. Those 
less effective vaccines can lend a 
country a false sense of security — 
especially when other interventions, 
such as biosecurity and surveillance 
measures, aren’t adopted, too.

Second, many scientists and reg-
ulators worry that so-called “hidden 
infections” might remain among vac-
cinated birds and slip through safety 
nets and border controls. That’s a 
primary reason the U.S. poultry in-
dustry and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture have resisted adopting 
vaccines for fear of jeopardizing the 
$6 billion in poultry and eggs prod-
ucts the U.S. exported in 2022. But 
that opposition is not absolute.

As costs rise, farmers re-evaluate 
the costs and benefits. For example, 
in 2015, the USDA stockpiled hun-
dreds of millions of vaccine doses 
as the then worst-ever U.S. bird flu 
outbreak resulted in the deaths of 
more than 50 million chickens and 
turkeys. It was never used — the out-
break burned off before the vaccines 
were authorized.

The ongoing 2022-2023 out-
break is far worse and, as a result, 
many reluctant countries are recon-
sidering bird flu vaccinations. In Eu-

rope, France, the Netherlands, Hun-
gary and Italy are testing vaccines 
and will probably start vaccinating in 
the fall.

In February, the European Com-
mission agreed on harmonized rules 
for vaccination, including surveil-
lance and biosecurity rules that will 
detect infections (if any) in vaccinat-
ed flocks. Those rules are designed 
to enable trading of vaccinated poul-
try among EU nations. Meanwhile, 
France is pursuing talks with non-
EU trade partners to allow trade in 
vaccinated poultry.

Now the US should step up. Re-
cently, CBS News reported that fed-
eral government scientists are “gear-
ing up” to test bird flu vaccines on US 
poultry. No timeline was announced, 
but that shouldn’t stop regulators 
from creating surveillance guidelines 
(perhaps based on Europe’s) to reas-
sure trading partners.

Meanwhile, the Biden adminis-
tration should follow France’s lead, 
reach out to trading partners, and 
begin the process of working out 
guidelines for trading in vaccinated 
poultry. It won’t be easy or quick; 
some trading partners are likely to 
see the negotiation as leverage to use 
over other trade issues.

But those talks are increasingly 
necessary. The current outbreak is a 
stark reminder that the virus contin-
ues to spread, becoming endemic in 
some regions, while posing a grow-
ing risk to life and property. Vaccina-
tion, if done thoughtfully, is a proven 
means of halting transmission and 
outbreaks. It’s time for the US to join 
countries that are embracing this tool.

(Adam Minter is a Bloomb-
erg Opinion columnist cover-
ing Asia, technology and the 

environment.)

Want To Control Bird Flu? Vaccinate The Chickens!

Prime Minister of Egypt Dr Mostafa Kamal Madbouly during an interview with Qatar News Agency.
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New York records first heavy snowfall

Pro-UK party in N Ireland urged to back Brexit deal

dpa 
New York

New York City recorded its 
first significant snowfall of the 
winter, with 1.8 inches accu-
mulating in Central Park by 
Tuesday morning, the National 
weather Service said.

The city had only recorded 
0.4 inches of snowfall this sea-
son before the storm that be-
gan Monday night.

Hundreds of flights into 
and out of New York were 
canceled Tuesday, including 
150 at LaGuardia Airport, ac-
cording to the tracking website 
Flight Aware. More than two 
dozen flights were also delayed 
at LaGuardia, where 2.7 inches 
of snow accumulated.

“weather conditions have 
caused LGA Airport flight dis-
ruptions,” LaGuardia tweeted 
Tuesday. “Check with your air-

line to determine the status of 
your flight.” Nearly 100 flights 
into or out of JFK Airport were 
canceled Tuesday, and more 
than 70 were canceled. NwS 
recorded 1.5 inches of snow 
there. Newark Liberty had 
nearly 50 cancellations and 
nearly 40 delays.

The Bronx experienced the 
largest amount of accumulated 
snow among the five boroughs, 
with NwS reporting 5.6 inches 
there. 

Many schools in New York 
and New Jersey announced de-
layed starts or cancelled classes 
altogether.

dpa 
LoNdoN 

LeAdiNG politicians in North-
ern ireland’s parliament called 
on the democratic Unionist 
Party (dUP) to make decision 
over a trade agreement to re-
store the government, known 
as Stormont, as Britain’s prime 
minister visited the country.

His visit came a day after 
he and european Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen 
agreed on a deal on the so-called 
Northern ireland Protocol af-

ter months of intense technical 
talks. The protocol, part of Brit-
ain’s agreement with the euro-
pean Union to leave the bloc in 
2020, created a de facto trade 
border between Great Britain 
and Northern ireland in the 
irish sea. This was to prevent 
the need for border controls 
between Northern ireland and 
eU member Republic of ireland 
that risked a resurgence of sec-
tarian tensions but meant that 
Northern ireland was still part 
of the bloc’s custom-free trading 
area post-Brexit.

The trade dispute became a 
major hurdle in the implemen-
tation of the Brexit agreement 
with pro-British Unionists in 
Northern ireland, who felt it 
cut them off from the rest of the 
United Kingdom and tied the re-
gion to the eU’s jurisdiction.

in Northern ireland, the 
main pro-British Protestant 
party, the dUP had wanted 
the trade border removed and 
had refused to restore a power-
sharing agreement with irish 
republican Sinn Féin, the main 
Catholic party.

dpa 
BrusseLs

NATO SeCReTARY General 
Jens Stoltenberg on Tuesday 
reiterated his call for Turkey 
and Hungary to let Finland and 
Sweden join the western mili-
tary alliance.

“The time is now to ratify 
and to fully welcome both Fin-
land and Sweden as members,” 
Stoltenberg said in Helsinki, 
speaking alongside Finnish 
Prime Minister Sanna Marin.

Stoltenberg said progress 
had been made with Turkey and 
a meeting of representatives 
from Ankara, Stockholm and 
Helsinki is to take place in Brus-
sels next week.

The two Nordic nations ap-
plied to join the defence alliance 
in May, following Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine.

However, accessions must 
be ratified by all allies and Tur-
key has been blocking the pro-
cess for several months and 
demanding legislative changes 
over allegations that Sweden 
sympathizes with and harbours 
what Turkey views as Kurdish 
terrorists.

Stoltenberg said that both 
NATO aspirants had met the 
conditions laid out in an agree-
ment reached with Ankara last 
summer.

The Nordic countries would 
already be “in a much better 
place now than before they ap-
plied,” he said, as “it’s incon-
ceivable that there will be any 
threat against Finland or Swe-
den without NATO reacting.” 
Finland shares a more than 
1,300 kilometre long border 
with Russia.

The country declared inde-
pendence from Russian rule in 
1917 and fought against Soviet 
troops during world war ii.

Marin said the reason why 
Finland decided to apply for 
NATO membership was that 
the alliance’s border “is the only 

line that Russia wouldn’t cross.” 
She said that she had hoped to 
be a member already, adding 
her country is waiting for the 
accession process to be finalised 
hopefully before the next NATO 
summit in Vilnius in July.

Marin pointed out that 
Hungary’s parliament is yet to 
approve NATO’s enlargement 
but Budapest has expressed 
support for the accession and 
has not put forward any de-
mands. The parliament in Hel-
sinki is also due to debate and 
vote on matter on wednesday.

Speaking on Ukraine, 
Stoltenberg said that NATO 
members agreed that the coun-
try “will become a member of 
our alliance” in the long run but 
that the current focus was on 
providing aid to Kiev in defend-
ing against Russia’s invasion.

He said that “supporting 
Ukraine is not only the morally 

right thing to do, it is also in our 
own security interest,” address-
ing a gathering of Nordic social 
democratic parties and trade 
union confederations in Hel-
sinki.

“we do not know when 
this war will end, but when it 
does, we must ensure that his-
tory does not repeat itself,” he 
added.

“we must break the cycle 
of Russian aggression, mean-
ing we must enable Ukraine to 
deter and defend against future 
aggression,” he noted.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
over a year ago permanently 
changed the alliance’s relation-
ship with Moscow.

“There is no going back,” he 
said.

“we have to recognise that 
the end of this war will not be 
a return to normal in our rela-
tions with Russia,” he noted.

“in this more dangerous 
world we can no longer afford to 
treat defence as optional, it is a 
necessity,” Stoltenberg added.

He acknowledged that in-
creasing defence budgets, as 
long called for by NATO, meant 
that less money would be avail-
able “for education, for infra-
structure, for health” before 
adding that “nothing is more 
important than our security.” 
Stoltenberg also urged allies to 
draw lessons from europe’s de-
pendency on Russian gas and 
warned against becoming too 
dependent on China.

“we should not make the 
same mistake with China and 
other authoritarian regimes,” 
he said. NATO members must 
not become too dependent on 
the import of products and raw 
materials or on the export of 
“key technologies that could be 
used against us.”

‘Time is now’ to let Finland, 
Sweden join NATO: Stoltenberg

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg in Helsinki, Finland, on Tuesday. (afp)

Thunberg demonstrates against 
wind farm, for indigenous rights
CopeNhageN: swedish climate activist greta 
Thunberg has demonstrated in oslo against 
a Norwegian wind farm that a court has ruled 
violates the rights of indigenous peoples.

Thunberg and dozens of other activists 
blocked the entrance to the Norwegian Ministry 
of finance on Tuesday, the NTB news agency 
reported. 

The police say they cleared the sit-in and car-
ried away demonstrators. The activists blocked 
Norway’s energy Ministry on Monday. (dpa)

MosCow: russian president Vladimir putin has suspended the 
last major nuclear disarmament treaty with the united states 
after putin signed a new law halting russian involvement in the 
New sTarT treaty, the kremlin announced in Moscow on Tues-
day.

The president announced the step in his address to the na-
tion on february 21. he stressed in his speech that this was not 
an exit from the agreement. 

however, he had previously repeatedly warned that an end 
to the agreement, which expires in 2026, could lead to a new 
nuclear arms race. 

for the time being, russia wants to continue to adhere to 
the agreed upper limits for nuclear weapons.

The New sTarT disarmament treaty is the only remaining 
major arms control agreement between the us and russia. The 
treaty limits the nuclear arsenals of both countries to 800 deliv-
ery systems and 1,550 operational warheads each. (dpa)

Putin signs law suspending New START 
disarmament treaty

News 
in brief

Danish parliament votes to abolish public 
holiday - the Great Prayer Day
CopeNhageN: a majority of the danish parliament on Tuesday 
voted in favour of abolishing the public holiday the great prayer 
day.

after hours of debate, 95 members of parliament voted in 
favour and 68 against abolishing the holiday, the danish news 
agency ritzau reported.

The danish government had presented its plan to abolish 
the holiday in January as a way to save millions of euros, which 
resulted in criticism from the church as well as trade unions.

The public holiday, which falls on the fourth friday after 
easter, is to be considered a general working day from 2024.

employees with fixed salaries are to receive a supplement of 
0.45% of their annual salary.

The money flushed into the state coffers by the move is 
earmarked to finance higher military spending. (dpa)

Italian cyclist suspended for killing San 
Marino minister’s cat
roMe: Italian cycling talent antonio Tiberi has been suspended 
by his team for at least 20 days without pay after being fined by 
a san Marino court for killing a cat with an air rifle last year.

The team, Trek-segafredo, said on wednesday they “strongly 
condemn the reprehensible act, which is a clear violation of the 
team’s code of conduct” and that they would “donate antonio’s 
suspended pay to an appropriate animal care, protection and 
rescue organization.”

 Italy’s Corriere de la sera paper said on wednesday that for-
mer junior time trial world champion Tiberi was fined euro4,000 
($4,230) by the san Marino court for killing the cat, which be-
longed to the country’s tourism minister, federico amati, in June 
2022. The report quoted Tiberi as telling the court in November 
he wanted to try out the range of the newly-bought rifle, first 
aimed at and hit a road sign, and then took aim at the cat and 
killed it. (dpa)

A person walks a dog in New York City on Tuesday. (afp)

World 07Wednesday, March 1, 2023



Wednesday, March 1, 2023

Dow QE

SilvErwTiBrEnT

32,712.33
−176.76 pts

1,837.30 
+0.68% 

21.10
+1.48%

10,571.00 
-1.03 pts

58,962.12
−326.23 ptsSEnSEx

price percentage
83.89 +1.75%  

price percentage
76.95  +1.68%

IBPC Qatar launch  
Mission Millet in  
schools page 9

CEOs in Qatar optimistic about local market 
conditions: Bassam page 11

GolD

QNA
Doha

Qatar’s merchandise trade 
balance, which represents 
the difference between total 
exports and imports, showed 
a surplus of Qr24.3 billion in 
January 2023, a decrease of 
about Qr1.6 billion or 6.2% 
compared to January 2022, 
and decrease by nearly Qr3.9 
billion or 14% compared to 
December 2022.

according to data issued 
by the Planning and statistics 
authority (Psa) on tuesday, 
Qatar’s total exports (includ-
ing exports of goods of do-
mestic origin and re-exports) 
amounted to around Qr 34 
billion, showing a decrease 

of 4.4% compared to January 
2022, and decrease of 11.3% 
compared to December 2022.

On other hand, the im-
ports of goods in January 
amounted to around Qr 9.7 
billion, showing an increase 
of 0.5% compared to January 
2022, and decrease of 3.7% 
compared to December 2022.

the year on year (Janu-
ary 2023 vs. January 2022) 
increase in total exports was 
mainly due to higher exports 
of Petroleum gases and other 
gaseous hydrocarbons (LNG, 
condensates, propane, bu-
tane, etc.) reaching Qr 22.1 
billion (approximately), an 
increase of 0.3%; Petroleum 
oils and oils from bituminous 
minerals (crude) reaching 

Qr 5 billion nearly, decrease 
by 10.4%; and increase in the 
Petroleum oils and oils from 
bituminous minerals (not 
crude) reaching 3.2 billion at 
9.6%.

In January 2023, China 
was at the top of the coun-
tries of destination of Qatar’s 
exports with close to Qr 6.3 
billion, a share of 18.4% of 
total exports, followed by In-
dia with almost Qr 4.3 billion 
and a share of 12.6%, south 
Korea with about Qr 3.6 bil-
lion, a share of 10.6%.

the group of “turbojets, 
turbopropellers and Other 
Gas turbines; Parts thereof” 
was at the top of the imported 
group of commodities, with 
Qr 1 billion, showing an in-

crease of 72%. In the second 
place was “Electrical appa-
ratus for Line telephony/
telegraphy, telephone sets 
Etc.; Parts thereof” with Qr 
500 million, an increase of 
29.5%, and in the third place 
was “Motor Cars and Other 
Motor Vehicles for the trans-
port of Persons” with Qr 400 
million, showing an increase 
of 16.8%.

In January 2023, China 
was the leading country of 
origin of Qatar’s imports with 
about Qr 1.5 billion, a share 
of 15.8% of the imports, fol-
lowed by the United state of 
america with Qr 1.1 billion 
almost, a share of 10.8%, and 
Italy with Qr 1 billion, a share 
of 10.1%.

Qatar’s trade balance records QR24.3 bn surplus No hike in fuel prices for March

egyptian pM expresses 
his admiration for Qatar
Dr Mostafa Kamal Madbouly says Egypt is focussing on rebuilding the state and infrastructure

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha

EGyPtIaN Prime Minister Dr. 
Mostafa Kamal Madbouly has 
expressed his admiration for 
the development and renais-
sance Qatar is witnessing in 
various fields and the country’s 
great success in organising the 
FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022.

this came during a the 
Egyptian PM’s meeting with  
Qatar Chamber and the Qatari 
Businessmen association of-
ficials, who discussed Qatari 
investment aspirations and op-
portunities in Egypt and ways 
of enhancing them.

Dr. Mostafa Kamal Mad-
bouly stressed that Egypt fo-
cussed on rebuilding the state 
and infrastructure, explaining 
that his country has dropped 
unemployment levels from 
18 percent to 7.2 percent in 
the current period as a result 
of launching major projects 
in the past few years, which 
compensated for the decline in 
the private sector’s contribu-
tion to growth rates as a result 
of changes and instability in 
Egypt.

Qatar Chamber (QC) 
Chairperson sheikh Khalifa 
bin Jassim bin Mohammed al 
thani said the meeting aims to 
discuss aspects and opportuni-
ties for cooperation between 
the Qatari private sector and 

its Egyptian counterpart in the 
economic, trade and invest-
ment fields.

He expressed his hope that 
the meeting would achieve 
objectives in enhancing joint 
cooperation, establishing al-
liances between Qatari and 
Egyptian companies, and pro-
moting mutual investments 
to reach higher rates of trade 
exchange, which has witnessed 
remarkable development in re-
cent years, as it has achieved 
the level of Qr 350 million in 
2022 compared to Qr 239 mil-
lion in 2021 - a growth of 46 
percent, and compared to Qr 
159 million in 2020 - a growth 
of 120 percent.

He added that these rates 
are still below the level of as-
pirations and are not com-
mensurate with the great po-
tential that the two brotherly 
countries have, which places a 
huge responsibility on the Qa-
tari and Egyptian private sec-
tors to stimulate intra-trade, 
through the establishment of 
mutual and joint projects in 
both countries.

Qatari businesspersons are 
watching with admiration the 
remarkable developments in 
the Egyptian economy, and the 
huge boom that Egypt is wit-
nessing, whether in terms of 
infrastructure or development 
projects, which open many in-
vestment opportunities with 

businesspersons, he said.
sheikh Khalifa added that 

this is considered an incentive 
for Qatari business owners to 
direct their investments to the 
Egyptian market, especially 
with the existence of feasible 
opportunities in various sec-
tors such as agriculture and 
food security, industry, real es-
tate, hospitality and others.

He expressed his confi-
dence that the coming period 
will witness more rapproche-
ment between Qatari and 
Egyptian businesspersons, 
which paves the way for estab-
lishing alliances and business 
partnerships.

Qatar Chamber will con-
tinue its support to enhance 
cooperation between the pri-
vate sector in the two coun-
tries, through exchanging vis-
its between businesspersons, 
studying available investment 
opportunities, and prepar-
ing the ground for establish-
ing alliances between Qatari 
and Egyptian companies that 
benefit the Qatari and Egyp-
tian economies, in addition to 
working to eliminate the obsta-
cles that may hinder the move-
ment of trade exchange be-
tween the two sides, he added.

He pointed out that the in-
frastructure projects have con-
tributed to creating economic 
dynamism and provided the 
appropriate framework to 

stimulate the private sector.
the Egyptian PM, Dr. Mad-

bouly, explained that Egypt 
was able, in the past period, to 
establish several incentives to 
encourage investors, pointing 
out that the House of repre-
sentatives will soon approve 
laws on more tax incentives, 
including exempting the inves-
tors from 55 percent of the tax-
es they pay in their investment 
field. He underlined that Egypt 
is focusing on promoting the 
private sector’s participation 
in the economy.

He pointed out that his 
government is working to re-
store Egypt to the position it 
deserves and establish an in-
frastructure of ports, roads, 
industrial zones, electricity 
networks, and more, despite 
the challenges that Egypt had 
faced alongside the countries 
of the globe, as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the 
russian-Ukrainian war, in ad-
dition to the population chal-
lenge, as the population of 
Egypt has now reached 105 
million.

Dr. Madbouly said that 
Egypt is on the way to ending 
the crisis and the phenomenon 
of exchange rate fluctuation. 
He explained that there are 
no legal restrictions in Egypt 
that limit the exit of investors’ 
profits, adding that Egypt does 
not place any obstacles to the 

entry and exit of investors’ 
profits.

Moreover, HE Prime Min-
ister of Egypt Dr. Mostafa 
Madbouly witnessed the sign-
ing ceremony of three memo-
randa of understanding (MoU) 
between the Egyptian Ministry 
of Health and Population and 
several Qatari companies in 
the framework of supporting 
and strengthening aspects of 
the partnership with the pri-
vate sector in the field of pro-
viding health care services.

the three MoU were 
signed on the Egyptian side 
by advisor to the Minister of 
Health and Population for 
Governance and technical af-
fairs, Dr. Mohamed al tayeb, 
and on the Qatari companies’ 
side by the Vice Chairperson 
of the Board of Directors of 
the Investment Holding Com-
pany ramez al Khayyat, CEO 
of aamal Company rashid bin 
ali al Mansoori, and CEO of 
al Qamra Holding Group Dr. 
Hossam Eldin Mostafa.

according to the three 
MoU, Egyptian Ministry of 
Health and Population will 
work to determine the most 
appropriate locations for pro-
jects to be invested in and 
managed by Qatari compa-
nies, in addition to simplify-
ing the various procedures 
and licenses necessary to  
operate. 

Egyptian Prime Minister Dr. Mostafa Kamal Madbouly in a meeting with Qatar Chamber and Qatari Businessmen Association officials in Doha on Tuesday.

PSA hosts 
workshop on 
statistical  
comm strategy

QNA
Doha

tHE Planning and statistics 
authority (Psa) organized 
tuesday a workshop on the 
statistical Communication 
strategy, with the participation 
of experts and specialists from 
the authority, Government 
Communications Office repre-
sentatives, the Civil service and 
Government Development Bu-
reau and coordinators of gov-
ernment agencies producing 
statistical data.

the workshop aims to get 
acquainted with the context 
and concepts of the statisti-
cal communication strategy 
and the elements of its suc-
cess, identifying its objectives 
and the expected results from 
achieving it, and its subject 
areas, in addition to learn-
ing about the various strategic 
plans for statistical communi-
cation.

the workshop dealt in de-
tail with the statistical com-
munication strategy prepared 
by Psa, as it is considered a 
main supporter of the statisti-
cal work in the country, imple-
menting the authority’s plan to 
develop statistics, and building 
a strong statistical system that 
serves the country’s national 
development plans and strate-
gies.

the Planning and statistics 
authority seeks,via this work-
shop, to provide efficient and 
effective statistical communi-
cation that meets the needs of 
beneficiaries with professional-
ism and high quality, the par-
ticipation of all members of the 
country’s statistical system in 
the development of statistical 
work and upgrading the prac-
tices and activities carried out 
by the entity in various aspects 
of statistical communication, 
as well as identifying strengths 
and weaknesses.

On this occasion, Psa Pres-
ident’s assistant Mohammed 
bin abdulaziz al Nuaimi said 
that the world has recently wit-
nessed a remarkable increase 
in terms of quantity and qual-
ity of the request for statistical 
data and information, due to 
the remarkable breakthroughs 
in information and communi-
cation technologies, which has 
accelerated the demand for 
timely, comprehensive and re-
liable statistical 

information.
He pointed out that the 

continuous response to these 
increasing demands in quan-
tity and quality, especially the 
statistics required to meet the 
requirements of drawing up 
development plans in the coun-
try and following up on the 
progress made to achieve Qatar 
National Vision 2030, requires 
that Psa finds a mechanism 
that enables it to continue de-
veloping its work sustainably.
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

FINANCIAL institutions in the 
Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) have adopted environ-
mental, social, and governance 
(ESG) as a key strategic element 
in their commitment to going 
green. 

As more reporting require-
ments become mandatory, and 
stakeholders determine the 
need for a comprehensive ap-
proach to ESG, these institu-
tions have responded by shift-
ing their focus from defining an 
ESG strategy to implementing 
it, with data governance playing 
a key role. Published under the 
title “Middle East Banks drive 
growth in ESG finance, face 
calls for ESG strategy,” Arthur 
D. Little offers a two-part tai-
lored and scalable solution for 
complex data to enable banks 
to efficiently manage ESG infor-
mation in Qatar. The Viewpoint 
reviews the impacts of recent 
and expected disruptions, and 
explores options for banks to 
strengthen and grow their ESG 
strategies.

An impressive $24.55 billion 
in green and sustainable finance 
was generated by the MENA re-
gion in 2021, an increase from 
$3.8 billion in 2020, achieving 
an extraordinary 532% year-
over-year (YoY) growth. In 
2022, Qatar recorded increas-
ing ESG reporting across the 
board, reaching a record USD 
5 billion in sustainable loans. 

Having witnessed such remark-
able growth, it also grounded 
the country as a major player 
in the field, now responsible 
for a total 17.4% of ESG growth 
MENA wide.

Andreas Buelow, Partner, 
Arthur D. Little, said: “ESG has 
become the new normal for fi-
nancial institutions. Perhaps 
the most significant sign of this 
remains in the products and 
services being offered by banks, 
which reflect their sustain-
able ambitions. Green issuances 
from countries in the Middle 

East and North Africa are not 
standing still but are in fact out-
pacing global growth. With new 
reporting requirements tak-
ing effect, banks are facing an 
urgent need to kick-start their 
strategies and execute concepts 
throughout their organizations. 

In implementing their ESG 
strategies, banks are finding 
that the complexity of ESG data 
has not been entirely captured 
and addressed by current data 
governance frameworks, leav-
ing these banks to resort to ad 
hoc solutions for collecting, 

managing, and governing ESG 
data.”

Nael Amin, Senior Man-
ager, Financial Services Prac-
tice, Arthur D. Little, added: 
“Many financial institutions in 
the Middle East have designed 
comprehensive ESG strategies 
that open the door to new path-
ways to top-line growth, busi-
ness opportunities, cost reduc-
tions, regulatory compliance, 
and employee satisfaction. This 
growing trend demonstrates 
the momentum that ESG is 
gathering in financial institu-

tions, as the world’s banks in-
creasingly emphasize ESG and 
infuse it into their business 
models. 

Banks in the Middle East 
have embraced the importance 
of a well-defined ESG strategy. 
During the next step, imple-
mentation, frameworks such as 
data governance are vitally nec-
essary. The shift from strategy 
to implementation is complex 
and detail oriented. Different 
use cases of ESG have different 
data requirements and multiple 
stakeholders who add to the 
complexity. Thus, there is no 
standard “one size fits all” in re-
gard to ESG data.”

Putting ESG strategies into 
action. the latest ADL View-
point calls for a two-part scal-
able solution to resolve the dif-
ficulties of complex data and 
enable banks to properly and 
efficiently manage ESG infor-
mation. During the first step, 
an ESG data catalog is created 
to ensure transparency through 
a nondisruptive and easy-to-
incorporate layer. Setting up a 
governance framework to en-
sure quality control in a scal-
able, structured approach is the 
second step.

As such, banks encounter 
unique challenges as they put 
their ESG strategies into action. 
A comprehensive ESG strategy 
covers a range of external and 
internal applications and can 
help financial institutions move 
toward the sustainable future 
they seek.

Qatar’s share 17.4% of total MENA 
investments in sustainable finance

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Indian Business and 
Professionals Council (IBPC) 
Qatar has joined hands with 
schools celebrating the In-
ternational Year of the Millet 
2023 in Qatar and launched a 
“Mission Millet” campaign at 
Loyola International School, 
Bhavans Public School, and 
DPS-Modern Indian School in 
Qatar.

“Health is a relationship 
between you and your body. 
Your diet is a bank account. 
Good food choices are good in-
vestments. Junk food satisfies 
you for a minute but healthy 
food satisfies you for life” — 
this was the message from 
IBPC Qatar to the schools.

The Mission Millet cam-
paign is aimed at educating 
students about the nutritional, 
ecological, and economic ben-
efits of millet.  

IBPC Vice President Manoj 
Megchiani spoke to the stu-
dents about the importance 
of millets, which were first 
cultivated in Asia more than 
5000 years ago. Millet rank as 
the 6th most important cereal 
grain in the world today, sus-
taining more than one-third of 
the world’s population.

India is the largest pro-
ducer of Millet in the world 
with an annual production of 

around 10 million tons. 
The year 2023 has been 

declared the International 
Year of Millets by the United 
Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA).

Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi aims to make 
this a “People’s Movement” 
and position India as the 
“Global Hub for Millets”.

Renitha Richard, Chief 
Nutritionist at KIMS Medi-

cal Center, and Tooney John, 
Clinical Dietician at Aster 
Medical Center, educated 
students on why millets are 
a valuable source of energy, 
proteins, dietary fiber, miner-
als, and vitamins. Millet are 
gluten-free and are a great op-
tion for those who are intoler-
ant to wheat and other grains. 
Millets are rich in antioxidants 
and have anti-inflammatory 
properties. They help improve 

digestion, and since millets are 
low in calories and have low 
glycemic index, they are best 
for lowering Cholesterol and 
controlling Diabetes. 

School Principals Asna 
Nafees (DPS-MIS), M P Philip 
(Bhavans) and  Pramod Kumar 
Ranwaka (Loyola) extended 
support to the cause and en-
couraged students to prac-
tice healthy diet at home and  
away.

IBPC Qatar launch Mission Millet in schools

AGENCIES 
LONDON 

OIL prices steadied in morning 
trading on Tuesday after falling 
by about 1 per cent the previous 
day amid concerns that further 
interest rate increases would 
dampen fuel demand.

Brent, the benchmark for 
two thirds of the world’s oil, 
was trading 0.49 per cent high-
er at $82.90 a barrel at 9.45am 
Qatar time.

West Texas Intermediate, 
the gauge that tracks US crude, 
was up 0.74 per cent at $76.24 
a barrel.

On Monday, Brent settled 
0.85 per cent lower at $82.45 
while WTI was down 0.84 per 
cent at $75.68.

“Oil seems like it will stay 
heavy as both tensions between 
the two largest economies and 
recession worries grow,” said 
Edward Moya, a senior market 
analyst at Oanda.

“This week, we will have a 
better handle on global manu-
facturing activity, with many 
traders fixating on China’s re-
covery.”

Strong US manufacturing 
data in January stoked fears of 
more aggressive interest rate 
increases.

Orders for non-defence 
capital goods, excluding air-
craft, a measure of core busi-
ness investment, rose by 0.8 
per cent in January, after dip-
ping 0.1 per cent a month ear-
lier, according to the US Com-
merce Department.

However, orders for head-
line durable goods, which are 
meant to last at least three 
years, dropped by 4.5 per cent 
last month.

Minutes released by the 
US Federal Reserve last week 
showed that policymakers ex-
pect continuing interest rate 
increases to bring inflation 
back down to their long-term 

goal of 2 percent.
Most officials agreed to re-

duce the pace of rate increases 

to 25 basis points but a few rec-
ommended an increase of 50 
bps to bring the Fed Funds rate 

to a level they consider “suffi-
ciently restrictive”.

Expectations of additional 
interest rate raises have lent 
support to the dollar.

The US Dollar Index, which 
measures the value of the dol-
lar against a selection of ma-
jor currencies, has risen by 
about 2.5 per cent in the past 
month. It was up 0.15 per cent 
at 104.83 on Tuesday.

A stronger dollar makes oil, 
which is denominated in the 
greenback, more expensive for 
holders of other currencies.

Investors will be closely 
following the most recent US 
crude inventory figures, which 
are set to be released by the 
American Petroleum Institute 
on Tuesday and by the Energy 
Information Administration on 
Wednesday.

These reports will provide 
additional indications regard-
ing the demand for oil.

“Oil prices are on track for 

another monthly close lower 
as concerns that tighter inter-
est rate policy in the US will 
prompt a slowdown in the 
economy, outweigh the reo-
pening of China’s market,” said 
Edward Bell, senior director of 
market economics at Emirates 
NBD.

Brent is down by about 4 
per cent since the start of the 
year even as China, the world’s 
second-largest economy and 
top crude importer, reopens its 
economy after following a strict 
zero-Covid policy for nearly 
three years.

The International Energy 
Agency expects global oil de-
mand to surge to record levels 
this year on China’s recovery.

Global oil demand will rise 
by 2 million barrels per day to 
101.9 million bpd in 2023, the 
agency said in its February oil 
market report.

It had previously forecast a 
growth of 1.9 million bpd.

Oil prices steady amid concerns of further interest rate hike

Nael Amin, Arthur D. Little Andreas Buelow, Partner, Arthur D. Little,

Qatar takes part 
in  43rd Arab 
customs meeting 

QNA
DOHA

THE 43rd meeting of the di-
rectors-general of the customs 
authorities of Arab countries, 
which is organized by the Gen-
eral Secretariat of the Arab 
League (the economic sector 
- the Department of Arab Eco-
nomic Integration), kicked off 
Tuesday with the participation 
of the State of Qatar.

The State of Qatar was rep-
resented at the meeting by a 
delegation from the General 
Authority of Customs, headed 
by Director of Customs Af-
fairs Department Sultan Al  
Nuaimi.

In a statement, the Arab 
League said that the meeting 
deals with following up on the 
implementation of customs 
decisions issued by the Arab 
Economic and Social Council, 
in addition to the reports and 
recommendations of the cus-
toms procedures and informa-
tion committee, which include 
a number of important issues 
such as the Arab Customs In-
formation Center, the readiness 
of customs outlets to exchange 
information and data electroni-
cally, and prejudices guide. 

It also reviews the adoption 
of the draft project of unified 
guide for Arab economic opera-
tor and translations harmoni-
zation committee for the har-
monized system. 

The meeting also touches 
on the Arab customs coop-
eration agreement, which en-
tered into force after it was 
ratified by seven Arab member  
states.

QNB supports ITAS 
2023 with platinum 

sponsorship
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

AS part of its pioneering role 
to support sustainability pro-
grammes, QNB, one of the 
largest financial institutions 
in the Middle East and Africa, 
announced its platinum spon-
sorship for the International 
Conference on Innovation and 
Technological Advances for 
Sustainability (ITAS) 2023, 
organized by the University of 
Doha for Science and Technol-
ogy on 1-3 March 2023.

The sponsorship of this pre-
mier forum for researchers, ac-
ademia, policymakers, industry 
and government comes within 
the Bank’s efforts to achieve 
sustainability in various fields 
and keep abreast of the latest 
technological developments, in 
line with the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and 
QNV 2030.

It also highlights QNB’s 
sustainability framework con-
sisting of the three pillars of 
sustainable finance, sustainable 
operations and beyond bank-
ing aimed at contributing to the 
Bank’s goal of ensuring sustain-
able financial performance.

QNB’s support for the ITAS 

conference reflects its com-
mitment to support exchange 
of knowledge and expertise 
between experts and special-
ists from Qatar and abroad, 
and to be actively engaged in 
supporting all initiatives that 
promote sustainable develop-
ment-oriented policies, to fur-
ther support the development 
of technological innovation and 
entrepreneurship.

ITAS Conference serves as a 
unique platform to explore new 
ideas, techniques, and tools to 
implement UN-SDGs and ad-
dress international issues relat-
ing to food security, environ-
ment, energy, economy, and 
digital technologies for sustain-
able future.

QNB Group currently 
ranked as the most valuable 
bank brand in the Middle East 
and Africa. 

Through its subsidiaries 
and associate companies, the 
Group extends to more than 
28 countries across three con-
tinents providing a comprehen-
sive range of advanced products 
and services. The total number 
of employees is 28,000 oper-
ating through 1000 locations, 
with an ATM network of more 
than 4,800 machines.

The Mission Millet campaign is aimed at educating students about the nutritional, ecological, and economic 
benefits of millet. 

Oil prices are on track for another monthly close lower as concerns 
that tighter interest rate policy in the US will prompt a slowdown in 
the economy.
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PRIME Minister of Egypt Dr. 
Mostafa Kamal Madbouly 
called on the business sectors 
Qatar to invest in his country, 
stressing his determination 
and the governmental team ac-
companying him to remove all 
obstacles that prevent stimu-
lating projects by adopting sev-
eral reforms and incentives.

This came during a meeting 
on Tuesday between Egyptian 
Prime Minister and represent-
atives of the Qatar Chamber 
and the Qatari Businessmen 
Association, which discussed 
Qatari investment aspirations 
and opportunities in Egypt and 
ways of enhancing them.

HE Egyptian Prime Min-
ister expressed his admiration 
for the development and re-
naissance the State of Qatar is 
witnessing in various fields and 
Qatar’s great success in organ-
izing the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022.

He stressed that Egypt fo-
cused on rebuilding the state 
and infrastructure, explaining 
that his country has dropped 
unemployment levels from 
18 percent to 7.2 percent in 
the current period as a result 
of launching major projects 
in the past few years, which 
compensated for the decline in 
the private sector’s contribu-
tion to growth rates as a result 
of changes and instability in 
Egypt. He pointed out that the 
infrastructure projects have 
contributed to creating eco-
nomic dynamism and provided 
the appropriate framework to 
stimulate the private sector.

Dr. Madbouly explained 
that Egypt was able, in the 
past period, to establish sev-
eral incentives to encourage 
investors, pointing out that the 
House of Representatives will 
soon approve laws on more 
tax incentives, including ex-
empting the investors from 55 
percent of the taxes they pay 
in their investment field. He 
underlined that Egypt is focus-
ing on promoting the private 
sector’s participation in the 
economy.

He pointed out that his 
government is working to re-
store Egypt to the position it 
deserves and establish an in-
frastructure of ports, roads, 

industrial zones, electricity 
networks, and more, despite 
the challenges that Egypt had 
faced alongside the countries 
of the globe, as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the 
Russian-Ukrainian war, in ad-
dition to the population chal-
lenge, as the population of 
Egypt has now reached 105 
million.

Dr. Madbouly said that 
Egypt is on the way to ending 
the crisis and the phenomenon 
of exchange rate fluctuation. 
He explained that there are no 
legal restrictions in Egypt that 
limit the exit of investors’ prof-
its, adding that Egypt does not 
place any obstacles to the entry 
and exit of investors’ profits.

Moreover, HE Prime Min-
ister of Egypt Dr. Mostafa 
Madbouly witnessed the sign-
ing ceremony of three memo-
randa of understanding (MoU) 
between the Egyptian Ministry 
of Health and Population and 
several Qatari companies in the 
framework of supporting and 
strengthening aspects of the 
partnership with the private 
sector in the field of providing 
health care services.

The three MoU were signed 
on the Egyptian side by Advi-
sor to the Minister of Health 
and Population for Governance 
and Technical Affairs, Dr. Mo-
hamed Al Tayeb, and on the 
Qatari companies’ side by the 
Vice Chairperson of the Board 

of Directors of the Investment 
Holding Company Ramez Al 
Khayyat, CEO of Aamal Com-
pany Rashid bin Ali Al Man-
soori, and CEO of Al Qamra 
Holding Group Dr. Hossam 
Eldin Mostafa.

According to the three 
MoU, Egyptian Ministry of 
Health and Population will 
work to determine the most ap-
propriate locations for projects 
to be invested in and managed 
by Qatari companies, in addi-
tion to simplifying the various 
procedures and licenses neces-
sary to operate.

For his part, HE Chairper-
son of Qatar Chamber (QC) 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim bin 
Mohammed Al-Thani said that 
the meeting aims to discuss as-
pects and opportunities for co-
operation between the Qatari 
private sector and its Egyptian 
counterpart in the economic, 
trade and investment fields.

HE Chairperson of QC ex-
pressed his hope that the meet-
ing would achieve objectives in 
enhancing joint cooperation, 
establishing alliances between 
Qatari and Egyptian compa-
nies, and promoting mutual 
investments to reach higher 
rates of trade exchange, which 
has witnessed remarkable de-
velopment in recent years, as 
it has achieved the level of QR 
350 million in 2022 compared 
to QR 239 million in 2021 - a 
growth of 46 percent, and 

compared to QR 159 million in 
2020 - a growth of 120 percent.

His Excellency added that 
these rates are still below the 
level of aspirations and are not 
commensurate with the great 
potential that the two brotherly 
countries have, which places a 
huge responsibility on the Qa-
tari and Egyptian private sec-
tors to stimulate intra-trade, 
through the establishment of 
mutual and joint projects in 
both countries.

Qatari businesspersons are 
watching with admiration the 
remarkable developments in 
the Egyptian economy, and the 
huge boom that Egypt is wit-
nessing, whether in terms of 
infrastructure or development 
projects, which open many in-
vestment opportunities with 
businesspersons, he said. His 
Excellency added that this is 
considered an incentive for Qa-
tari business owners to direct 
their investments to the Egyp-
tian market, especially with the 
existence of feasible opportuni-
ties in various sectors such as 
agriculture and food security, 
industry, real estate, hospital-
ity and others.

HE Chairperson of QC ex-
pressed his confidence that 
the coming period will witness 
more rapprochement between 
Qatari and Egyptian busi-
nesspersons, which paves the 
way for establishing alliances 
and business partnerships.

Egyptian PM calls on Qatar 
firms to invest in his country 

Egyptian Prime Minister Dr. Mostafa Kamal Madbouly met with representatives of the Qatar Chamber and the Qatari Businessmen Association.

Qatar and Egypt sign agreement to eliminate double taxation
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE State of Qatar, along-
side the Arab Republic of 
Egypt, signed an agreement 
to eliminate double taxation, 
especially in regards to the in-
come tax, in order to prevent 
and eliminate tax evasion and 
avoidance. The agreement 
was signed during a high-level 
meeting held between H. E. 
Sheikh / Khalid bin Khalifa 
bin Abdulaziz Al Thani, Prime 

Minister and Minister of In-
terior and His Excellency Dr. 
Mustafa Kamal Madbouly, 
Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers in the Arab Republic 
of Egypt, at the Emiri Diwan.

H. E.  Mr. / Ali bin Ahmed 
Al Kuwari, the Qatari Minis-
ter of Finance, and his coun-
terpart, H.E. Dr. / Mohamed 
Ahmed Mohamed Maait, the 
Egyptian Minister of Finance, 
signed an agreement to elimi-
nate double taxation with re-
gards the income tax, in order 

to eliminate tax evasion.
This agreement is a legal 

framework for defining tax 
relations between the govern-
ments of the two countries 
and aims to eliminate double 
taxation and prevent tax eva-
sion, in addition to facilitating 
and encouraging investments 
and trade exchange, increas-
ing investment opportunities 
between the two countries 
through individuals and cor-
porations and providing them 
with protection and strength-

ening international standards 
of transparency through the 
exchange of financial informa-
tion. 

The agreement also in-
cludes terms related to in-
ternational maritime and air 
transportation, joint ventures, 
dividends, interests and royal-
ties, which comes in accord-
ance with strategies that aim to 
strengthen bilateral economic 
relations between the govern-
ments of the two countries. 

The agreement also in-

cludes a number of advan-
tages, the most important 
of which is the exemption of 
profits resulting from the op-
eration of ships or aircraft in 
international transport from 
tax and setting a ceiling for 
imposing the tax on dividends 
not exceeding 5% of the total 
amount of dividends, if the 
beneficiary owns no less than 
10% of the company’s distrib-
uted capital. The agreement 
also exempts government en-
tities from tax on dividends 

and interest and exempts 
capital gains from disposing 
of shares listed in the stock 
market.

It is worth noting that the 
State of Qatar has signed no 
less than 90 tax agreements 
with brotherly and friendly 
countries to expand the scope 
of investments and trade ex-
change, and the State of Qa-
tar is currently conducting a 
number of negotiations with 
countries that hold priority for 
Qatari investment entities.

Unique Trading Company 
signs agreement with 
Pakistan’s Brighto Paints

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

UNIQUE Trading Company 
Chairman Abdul Rahman Mo-
hammad M A Al Muftah signed 
an agreement with Brighto 
Paints CEO Khawaja Khurram 
Shahzad Sikka on successful 
completion of five-year part-
nership at the Unique-Brighto 
showroom located in Barwa 
Commercial Avenue.

Established in 1973, Brigh-
to Paints is Pakistan’s first 
multinational paint manufac-
turing company headquartered 
in Lahore. Its products include 
decorative paints, industrial 
finishes and powder coatings 
among others. Established in 
2003,Unique Trading Com-
pany is one of Qatar’s leading 
building material supplying 

companies having sole dealer-
ship rights for Brighto Paints 
in Qatar.

During his stay, Sikka vis-
ited various exclusive Brighto 
Paints showrooms and met 
with customers where Gen-
eral Manager Unique Trad-
ing Company Imran Rafique 
briefed him about the on-going 
projects and future market-
ing strategies. Sikka praised 
Unique Trading Company’s 
management and their

dedicated team members 
for promoting Brighto Paints 
in Qatari market.

Rafique thanked Brighto 
Paints and lauded the Head 
of Sales and Exports, Muham-
mad Bilal Mughal, for his con-
tinuous support. Hamad Al 
Muftah also attended the cer-
emony.

Unique Trading Chairman Abdul Rahman Mohammad M A Al Muftah 
and Brighto Paints CEO Khawaja Khurram Shahzad Sikka exchange 
agreement copies as General Manager Imran Rafique and Brighto 
Paints Head of Sales & Exports Muhammad Bilal Mughal look on.

Abdul Rahman Mohammad M A Al Muftah and Khawaja Khurram 
Shahzad Sikka cut a cake to mark the event.

GTA: Qatar, Egypt 
agreement to reign 
in tax evasion

QNA
DOHA

THE General Tax Authority 
(GTA) affirmed that the agree-
ment to eliminate double taxa-
tion, especially in regards to 
the income tax, in order to 
prevent and eliminate tax eva-
sion and avoidance, signed on 
Monday by Qatar and Egypt 
during a high-level meeting 
held between Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior HE 
Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin 
Abdulaziz Al Thani and Prime 
Minister of Egypt Dr. Mustafa 
Kamal Madbouly at the Amiri 
Diwan is a legal framework for 
defining tax relations between 
the governments of the two 
countries.

The Authority said in a 
statement that the agreement 

aims to eliminate double taxa-
tion and prevent tax evasion, 
in addition to facilitating and 
encouraging investments 
and trade exchange, increas-
ing investment opportunities 
between the two countries 
through individuals and cor-
porations and providing them 
with protection and strength-
ening international standards 
of transparency through the 
exchange of financial informa-
tion.

The agreement includes 
terms related to international 
maritime and air transporta-
tion, joint ventures, dividends, 
interests and royalties, which 
comes in accordance with 
strategies that aim to strength-
en bilateral economic relations 
between the governments of 
the two countries.
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Air India outlines expansion plans 
a year after Tata Group takeover

AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI 

AIR India on Tuesday revealed 
plans to become one of the 
world’s leading airlines, more 
than a year after it was taken 
over by Tata Group.

“We are very much em-
barked upon a transformation 
journey to put Air India quite 
firmly back in the top tier of 
international aviation,” said 
Campbell Wilson, the airline’s 
managing director and chief 
executive.

“It is really an ambition to 
be back to world-class.”

However, he said it would 
be a challenging process after 
“years of neglect and underin-
vestment” in the airline.

“We are working at full 
steam to repair and restore but 
it will take some time,” said 
Mr Wilson, who added that 
he was “very confident” there 
was a path to profitability al-
beit with further hard work and                           
investment.

Air India was privatised last 
year and has a fleet of about 
100 aircraft, most of which are 
leased. This month, the airline 
placed an order for 470 Boeing 
and Airbus planes, marking the 
largest deal in commercial avi-
ation history in a move aimed 
at transforming the airline un-
der its new owners.

The New Delhi-based flag 
carrier will buy 220 planes 
from Boeing and 250 from Air-
bus. It said it was planning to 
fund the $70 billion order with 
internal cash, equity and sale 
and leasebacks.

Tata Group formally took 
over Air India in January last 
year after the government’s 
long-awaited privatisation of 
the debt-laden and loss-mak-

ing airline in a 180 billion ru-
pee deal ($2.17 billion) for 100 
per cent ownership.

Once a prestigious compa-
ny, Air India had deteriorated 
over the years. The government 
had long been trying to priva-
tise the airline amid criticism 
that it was bleeding taxpayers’ 
money.

Since its takeover, Tata 
Group has been striving to turn 
fortunes around.

The latest aircraft order is 
part of an effort by Air India 
to expand internationally and 
bolster its position to compete 
with some of the top airlines in 
the world.

“India’s geography is such 
that we can serve virtually all 
of the world,” said Mr Wilson, 

who added that the potential 
for Indian aviation was signifi-
cant.

He said the airline was 
strongly focused on long-haul 
routes.

Air India recently said it 
planned to hire more than 
4,200 cabin crew and 900 pi-
lots as part of its expansion.

Wilson said the biggest 
challenge was recruitment, and 
that the airline was investing 
in an academy to address this 
problem.

Tata Group also announced 
plans to merge Air India with 
Vistara, an airline owned by 
Tata in a joint venture with Sin-
gapore Airlines.

The proposed merger, 
which is awaiting regulatory 

clearance, is expected to be 
completed by next year.

Under the plans, Tata 
would hold nearly 75 percent 
of the entity, while Singapore 
Airlines — which is expected 
to invest $252 million — would 
own the remaining stake.

Air India has also started 
a $400 million refurbishment 
programme for its aircraft, 
which includes replacing seats 
and entertainment systems.

The Indian market has 
enormous potential when it 
comes to air travel, analysts 
say, as only a single-digit per-
centage of the country’s popu-
lation travels by air, however, 
passenger numbers are expect-
ed to grow as middle-class in-
comes rise.

CEOs in Qatar optimistic about 
local market conditions: Bassam

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

THE recent CEO survey by PwC high-
lights the sharp shift in business senti-
ment worldwide in the face of ongoing 
macroeconomic volatility and geopo-
litical tensions.

This year’s survey shows that Mid-
dle East CEOs remain considerably 
more upbeat than their global peers 
about regional growth prospects and 
the outlook for their own businesses.

They are moving ahead to ‘future 
proof’ their companies, building in 
long-term resilience and sustained in-
vestment that will help shape the econ-
omies in which they operate.

Bassam Hajhamad, the PwC coun-
try senior partner and consulting leader 
for Qatar, talks about how CEOs in Qa-
tar are shining a beacon of confidence 
for 2023 in an otherwise turbulent time 
for the world economy. Excerpts:

Q: How do the overall Middle East 
findings from the CEO Survey reso-
nate with CEOs in Qatar?

Despite the challenging global 
economic conditions, much like their 
peers in the rest of the region, busi-
ness leaders in Qatar share a com-
mon sentiment of optimism toward 
local market conditions over the next 
12 months. One of the key contribu-
tors to this positive sentiment was the 
country’s successful delivery of the 
Qatar FIFA World cup. In addition to 
accelerating the country’s multi-facet-
ed transformation agenda, the mega 
event delivered and demonstrated the 
benefits of a world-class infrastruc-
ture targeting improved quality of life 
and providing an economic stimulus. 
CEOs in the country are confident in 
the positive economic outlook and are 
expecting improved long-term ben-
efits including revenue growth as a di-
rect legacy impact from this successful 
mega-event delivery.

We see more and continued in-
vestment in digital transformation, 
with many business leaders indicat-
ing a keen interest in deploying more 
digital solutions, including disruptive 
technologies, not only to address op-
timisation opportunities but to inno-
vate and redefine their markets.

And lastly, business leaders have 
indicated an increased interest in 

upskilling and reskilling the work-
force with significantly larger training 
budgets planned.

Q: How do CEOs in Qatar feel 
about the overall global economy and 
Qatar’s outlook against this backdrop?

Our conversations with CEOs indi-
cate increased pessimism towards the 
global economy with most expecting 
a continued decline in growth. When 
it comes to their outlook on Qatar, 
most predict the economy to surpass 
growth projections and feel confident 
about their investments and future 
revenue growth plans.

Q: What is Qatar doing to ensure 
long-term sustainable growth?

Qatar is taking several steps to 
ensure long-term sustainable growth. 
The Qatar National Vision 2030 aims 
to continue promoting sustainable 

development, diversify the economy, 
and reduce the country’s dependence 
on oil and gas. To achieve these goals, 
the government has been investing 
in various sectors such as infrastruc-
ture, education, healthcare, and tech-
nology. Additionally, Qatar has been 
working on building a sustainable 
energy sector and promoting sustain-
able practices in various industries. 
Qatar also has been investing heavily 
in tourism, sports, and culture to di-
versify its economy.

Q: What are some of the key focus 
areas for CEOs in Qatar for 2023?

With the fast-paced evolving 
economy and geo-political conditions, 
CEOs need to address their attention 
in Qatar on becoming better prepared 
for the future. These areas of focus in-
clude:

● Talent management: Attracting 
and retaining top talent will continue 
to be a major focus for CEOs, as the 
labour market becomes more com-
petitive.

● Cybersecurity: Cybersecurity 
will become more important as com-
panies become increasingly reliant on 
technology and the threat of cyber at-
tacks continues to grow.

● Digital Transformation and In-
novation: Governments and compa-
nies will put more focus on innovation 
to stay competitive and create new 
revenue streams. This will involve de-
veloping new products, services, and 
business models. The government will 
enable this by establishing a national 
digital hub and platforms, as part of 
its digital economy strategy and TAS-
MU vision.

● Responsiveness and agility: 
Companies will need to be able to re-
spond quickly to changing market 
conditions, shifting customer prefer-
ences, and new competitors.

● Sustainability: Qatar has been 
making a strong effort to reduce its 
carbon footprint and implement sus-
tainable business practices. Compa-
nies will need to develop their own 
ESG strategies aligned with those of 
the government and adapt to meet the 
increasing demand for eco-friendly 
products and services.

● Tourism: Qatar has been invest-
ing heavily in tourism, sports, and cul-
ture to diversify its economy. CEOs in 
the country will likely focus on devel-
oping and promoting the tourism in-
dustry to attract visitors from around 
the world

● Other key sectors including 
healthcare and education will also 
continue to invest in advancing their 
agendas and rankings.

Q: What can CEOs in Qatar do to 
focus on upskilling and securing top 
talent?

With more emphasis on transfor-
mation and preparing for the jobs of 
the future, CEOs have the opportunity 
to create more structured and target-
ed approaches to training, using more 
cost-efficient, yet impactful tools and 
technologies such as the metaverse 
and VR platforms.

Some of the key areas of focus for 
CEOs in Qatar to promote upskilling 
and securing top talent are on creating 
a positive work culture, investing in 
employee training and development, 
leveraging technology, partnering 
with local educational institutions and 
vocational training centres, develop-
ing a comprehensive talent manage-
ment strategy, offering competitive 
compensation and benefits, fostering 
a diverse and inclusive workplace, 
encouraging collaboration and team-
work, and clear communication. We 
have partnered with many govern-
ment entities and private companies 
to offer internship opportunities to 
local Qataris as part of our commit-
ment to national upskilling. We also 
partnered with local Qatari companies 
on several large programs to provide 
on-the-job training and leverage our 
PwC Academy.

Bassam Hajhamad, the PwC country senior partner and consulting leader for Qatar. 

Air India’s managing director and chief executive Campbell Wilson addresses a press conference in Gurugram 
on Tuesday. 

Elon Musk assembling 
team with former 
Google engineer to 
develop rival to ChatGPT

AGENCIES 
NEW YORK 

TWITTER chief executive Elon 
Musk is reportedly assembling 
a team, which includes a for-
mer engineer at a unit of Goog-
le parent Alphabet, to develop 
a rival to OpenAI’s text-based 
chatbot ChatGPT.

Musk is in discussions with 
Igor Babuschkin, who recently 
left DeepMind AI, to lead a 
group of artificial intelligence 
researchers in the endeavour, 
The Information reported on 
Monday.

Recruitment has been go-
ing on “in recent weeks”, and 
Mr Babuschkin has yet to of-
ficially accept Mr Musk’s offer, 
the report said, citing people 
with direct knowledge of the 
matter.

It is unclear whether any 
of the other persons who have 
been approached have signed 
up so far.

Musk, who co-founded the 
California-based start-up Ope-
nAI in 2015, left its board in 
2018 following disagreements 
with the company’s direction.

He has also been critical of 
the company in recent months, 
arguing that OpenAI is placing 
several safety nets to prevent 
ChatGPT from offering results 
that might be divisive or offend 
its users.

His comments imply that 
the chatbot he plans to build 
might have less restrictions, 
The Information said.

ChatGPT was launched by 
the start-up OpenAI in Novem-
ber and quickly gained popu-
larity as it can generate written 
content with a simple request 
within seconds.

It hit the 1 million user 
mark in one week, surpassing 
Instagram to become the fast-
est app to do so.

Last month, technology 
company Microsoft announced 
the third phase of its long-
term partnership with Ope-
nAI through a new multiyear, 
multibillion-dollar investment.

The agreement follows Mi-
crosoft’s previous investments 
in the company in 2019 and 
2021.

It aims to accelerate artifi-
cial intelligence breakthroughs 
to ensure the benefits are 
broadly shared with the world, 
Microsoft said.

Microsoft did not disclose 
the exact dollar amount of the 
investment, but reports said 
the amount could be nearly $10 
billion.

Generative AI can produce 
various kinds of data, including 
audio, code, images, text, simu-
lations, 3D objects and videos.

While it takes cues from 
existing data, it is also capable 
of generating new and unex-
pected outputs, according to 
GenerativeAI.net.

On the other hand, the 
technology has also garnered 
negative feedback.

For example, Microsoft’s 
Bing chatbot, which was de-
veloped in co-operation with 
OpenAI, was found to have 
tendencies to be testy and even 
threatening as it mimics what 
it learns from online conversa-
tions, academics and experts 
said earlier this month.

Disturbing conversations 
with the AI chatbot went viral, 
which included desires to cre-
ate a virus, steal nuclear codes 
or even to be alive.



Longines Global Champions Tour and GCL 
season set for blazing start at Al Shaqab

David Alaba has offered an ex-
planation for his vote at the FIFA 
Best awards after he listed Lionel 
Messi ahead of his Real Madrid 
team-mate Karim Benzema. Alaba 
was subjected to online abuse, 
including racist remarks, after his 
choice was made public with Ma-
drid fans starting a hashtag 
of #AlabaOut after he voted for 
Messi first, Benzema second and 
Kylian Mbappe third. The Austria 
captain took to Twitter on Tuesday 
to explain that the vote was not 
his alone, but that of his entire 
national team.“Everyone in the 
team council is able to vote and 
that’s how it’s decided,” he wrote.
 (Stats Perform/DPA)

Alaba explains Messi 
FIFA Best vote after 

receiving racist abuse

WEDNESDAy, MARCH 1, 2023

Wagner the hero  
as Kiwis snatch  
dramatic 1-run  
win over England
pAgE 13
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DOhA

The 2023 Longines Global 
Champions Tour and GCL sea-
sons were officially declared 
open on Tuesday at the spec-
tacular Al Shaqab in Doha as 
the prestigious circuit gets un-
derway for a 17th season. 

Al Shaqab returns as the 
launchpad for the 2023 season 
which will see 53 riders from 19 
different countries take on the 
best of the best in Qatar’s capi-
tal city from March 2-4. 

With athletes, oners, and 
managers alike looking to get 
the all important head start 
for the new season, high-stake 
competitions under the stun-
ning soaring architecture of the 
Longines Arena at Al Shaqab 
are sure to thrill all. 

The season-opening press 
conference on Tuesday took 
place setting the scene for a 
much anticipated weekend of 
top-level sport.

Omar Al Mannai, event 
Director, spoke of hosting the 
event in Doha for the 15th year 
saying: “The Longines Global 
Champions Tour is the best 
tour currently being organised 
so this is an added value for 
every country who may get the 
opportunity to host it. I put my 
thanks out to all our partners 
and the huge appreciation for 
the trust in the facilities to host 
one of the best global tours. We 
are doing our best to expand 
the equestrian sport.”

Commercial Bank Spon-
sorship and events Manager, 
Ashjan Saleh I S Al Khalaf ex-
pressed delight at Commercial 
Bank’s association with the 
Longines Global showjumping 
series in Qatar. “We are de-
lighted that Commercial Bank 
will be a partner sponsor of 
Longines Global Champions 
Tour. We’re looking forward 
to being part of a truly excep-
tional equestrian competition. 
Commercial Bank appreciates 
the importance of sports in the 
social and economic develop-
ment of Qatar – and is commit-
ted to supporting Qatar’s vision 
of becoming an international 
sporting hub,” she said.

Marco Danese, Global 
Champions Sports Director, 
opened the press conference 
with: “Doha became a tradition 
in our sport, everyone knows 
the competitions, and every 
year we are surprised by the 
new things that are implement-
ed at the venue for the welfare 
of the horses like the incredible 
stables and facilities.

“everyone in our world 
knows what Al Shaqab and 
what Doha and Qatar has done 
for our sport over the last 15 
years. We are proud to be here 
and to work with the Al Shaqab 
team. We must thank Omar 
and his team at Al Shaqab 
and also all our title sponsors 
Longines and local sponsors 
the Commercial Bank, exxon 

Mobil and many more who are 
crucial to making the event a 
success.”

The 2023 season sees a new 
weekend format come into play, 
designed to benefit the horses, 
riders and spectators. Danese 
explained the importance of 
the change: “We changed the 
format of the competition after 
many years. The goal of the new 

schedule is to separate the days 
of GCL and the LGCT Grand 
Prix. With both rounds of GCL 
on same day the goal is to cre-
ate more attention and strategy 
for teams in the league. It is 
fantastic as it makes it easy for 
the riders, TV, media and spec-
tators so they can talk about 
the two highlights on different 
days.”

World-renowned rider 
Ludger then commented on 
the new format saying: “I agree 
with Global Champions’ deci-
sion to separate the League 
and the Grand Prix on different 
days. It also makes it so easy 
for the public to understand 
and follow. Creating two sport 
highlights which I think is a 
good idea.”

The first round of the GCL 
team competition will begin at 
15:15 (local time) on Friday 3 
March, with all 16 teams look-
ing to secure an elusive podium 
position for the first round of 
the 2023 season. Saturday will 
see the highly anticipated Lon-
gines Global Champions Tour 
Grand Prix of Doha kick off at 
6pm local time, with riders vy-
ing for the win as well as the 
first golden ticket to the LGCT 
Super Grand Prix at the GC 
Prague Playoffs.

(From left) Last year’s Longines Global Champions Tour Grand Prix of Doha winner Ludger Beerbaum of Germany, Global Champions Sports Direc-
tor Marco Danese, Event Director Omar Al Mannai, Commercial Bank Sponsorship and Events Manager Ashjan Saleh IS Al Khalaf, and Media 
Consultant Fahad Al Hajiri during the press conference at Al Shaqab on Tuesday.

Messi thanks Argentina team-mates after landing FIFA player award
sTATs Perform/dPA

LIOneL Messi thanked his 
Argentina team-mates for a 
“dream” year after winning the 
Best FIFA Men’s Player award 
for a second time.

The Paris Saint-Germain 
superstar pipped club-mate 
Kylian Mbappe and Real Ma-
drid striker Karim Benzema to 
the top accolade at Monday’s 
ceremony in Paris.

Messi played a starring role 
in Argentina’s 2022 World Cup 
triumph, finishing as Golden 
Ball winner after scoring seven 
goals and assisting three more.

he also impressed at club 
level in the first half of the 
2022-23 season, which was 
taken into account in the vot-
ing, after scoring 11 goals and 
assisting 14 more in 18 games.

That equalled the 35-year-
old’s tally in both catego-
ries across 34 matches in his 
maiden campaign at the Parc 
des Princes.  Upon collecting 
his Best FIFA award, which he 
previously won in 2019, Messi 
said: “Wow, this is amazing. It’s 
been a tremendous year and it’s 
an honour to win this award.

“Without my team-mates, 
I wouldn’t be here. I achieved 
the dream I had been hoping 
for so long. Very few people can 
achieve that and I have been 
lucky to do so.

“It’s the most wonder-
ful thing that’s happened to 
me in my career.” Messi joins 
Cristiano Ronaldo and Robert 
Lewandowski as two-time win-
ners of the trophy, with Luka 
Modric the only other winner 
since the award was first hand-
ed out in 2016.

Lionel Scaloni was crowned 
the Best FIFA Men’s Coach, 
meanwhile, and emiliano Mar-
tinez ensured it was a clean 

sweep for Argentina by taking 
the Best FIFA Men’s Goalkeep-
er award.

In the women’s prizes, Sari-
na Wiegman took the Best FIFA 
Women’s Coach award for a 
third time and Alexia Putellas 
pipped Beth Mead to the Best 
FIFA Women’s Player accolade. 
england and Manchester Unit-
ed goalkeeper Mary earps was 
named the Best FIFA Women’s 
Goalkeeper.

Argentina and Paris Saint-Germain forward Lionel Messi poses on stage 
after receiving the Best FIFA Men’s Player award during the Best FIFA 
Football Awards 2022 ceremony in Paris on Monday. (AFP)

Infantino hails Qatar’s exceptional 
hosting of World Cup 2022
QnA
PARIs

FIFA President Gianni infan-
tino on Monday hailed Qatar’s 
extraordinary hosting of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
praising at the same time the 
late Brazilian football legend 
Pele and welcoming the pres-
ence of his family at the FIFA 
Awards ceremony.

In his inaugural speech 
at the Best FIFA Football 
Awards 2022, the Swiss 
hailed Qatar’s World Cup 
hosting as the best experi-
ence in the FIFA history. “It 
is an opportunity to thank 
Qatar once again for hosting 
this football festival in an ex-
ceptional way. They hosted a 
beautiful football event,” he 
said.

“The FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 was an exceptional 
edition in everything, and 
a wonderful experience for 
everyone, players and fans, 
in addition to its final match, 
which was full of excitement 
and suspense between two 

great teams and great stars,” 
Infantino added.

he also hailed the late 

Brazilian football legend Pele 
and welcomed the presence 
of his family at the ceremony.

FIFA President Gianni Infantino at the Best FIFA Football Awards 
2022 ceremony in Paris on Monday. (AFP)

German rider Ludger Beerbaum on Mila during the Grand Prix event of Doha Longines Global Champions 
Tour 2022 last year at Al Shaqab’s Longines Arena.

Showjumping series’ 
season-opener in 

Doha from March 2-5 Sheikh Hamad 
to head Asian 

Cup Qatar 
2023 LOC

QfA
DOhA

The executive Committee of 
the Qatar Football Associa-
tion issued Decision no. (13) 
of 2023 regarding the forma-
tion of the Local Organising 
Committee for AFC Asian Cup 
Qatar 2023, headed by his 
excellency Sheikh hamad bin 
Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Thani as 
Chairman, and Jassim Rashid 
Al Buenain as Vice-Chairman.

The other members of the 
Local Organising Committee 
are Ibrahim Khalil Al Muhan-
nadi, hani Talib Ballan, Man-
soor Mohammed Al Ansari, 
Ghanem Ali Al Kuwari, Mu-
hammad Khalifa Al Suwaidi, 
and a representative from the 
Ministry of Interior.

Mansoor Mohammed Al 
Ansari, General Secretary of the 
Qatar Football Association – in 
addition to his membership in 
the Local Organizing Commit-
tee – has been appointed as the 
Managing Director of the tour-
nament which is scheduled to 
take place from 12 January to 
10 February 2024 in Qatar.

QFA President HE Sheikh Hamad 
bin Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Thani.
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Wellington
 
England lost to new Zea-
land by one run in one of the 
all-time great finishes to the 
second Test in Wellington on 
Tuesday, reports BBC.com.

On a barely believable fi-
nal day at the Basin Reserve, 
last man James anderson was 
caught down the leg side off 
neil Wagner when England 
needed two to win.

anderson had joined num-
ber 10 Jack leach with seven 
required, after leach added 36 
for the ninth wicket with Ben 
Foakes, who was caught at fine 
leg for 35.

anderson fended off a vi-
cious bouncer from Wagner, 
then sensationally clubbed the 
next ball for four.

leach saw off an over from 
Tim Southee, leaving the stage 
set for anderson, but Wagner’s 
fourth wicket left England 256 
all out and drew a deafening roar 
from the Basin Reserve crowd.

needing 258 to win the 
match and series, England ca-
lamitously slipped to 80-5, then 
after a stand of 121 between Joe 
Root and Ben Stokes, experi-
enced another collapse of 3-14.

Foakes, leach and ander-
son almost got them over the 
line, but ultimately England 
lost a Test after enforcing the 
follow-on for the first time and 
it was the fourth such defeat in 
a history spanning almost 150 
years and 2,500 Test matches.

It ends a run of six straight 
victories and denies them a 
seventh straight win, a feat last 
achieved by England in 2004.

For new Zealand, their first 
win after following on earns a 

1-1 draw in the series and pro-
tects an unbeaten home run 
that stretches back to 2017.

new Zealand’s Kane Wil-
liamson, who was named 
player of the match, said: “It 
doesn’t quite feel right to be 
standing here after a game of 
cricket like that and the contri-
butions we’ve seen from both 
teams throughout.

“a fantastic game of cricket 
to be a part of. For us as a team, 
we’ve been fighting away in the 
Test format for a while so it was 
nice to get it across the line in 
this one.

“We had to fight really hard 
to reverse some of that mo-
mentum. England are playing 
incredible cricket at the mo-
ment and we were up against it 
coming into this match.

“To find a way to wrestle 
our way back and get across the 
line is a really nice feeling.”

England captain Ben Stokes, 
said: “That game as a whole, 
in terms of what Test cricket is 
about, was just incredible.

“The emotions that we were 
going through upstairs and I’m 
sure the Kiwi boys as well. It 
was incredible to be involved 
in. Everyone has got their mon-
ey’s worth today.

“It’s disappointing to end 
on a loss here after a great win-
ter, but winning four out of five 
is great for this team.”

When Stokes enforced the 
follow-on on the third morn-
ing, new Zealand were 226 
behind and England dominant.

What followed was a mag-
nificent Kiwi comeback, with 
Kane Williamson making a 
classy century. The Blacks 
Caps’ total of 483 was the 

fourth-highest made by a team 
following on against England.

Beginning the fifth day on 
48-1, England were favourites 
on a pitch that remained good 
for batting until a chaotic col-
lapse of four wickets for 27, 
the nadir of which was Harry 
Brook being run out without 
facing a ball.

Root’s counter-attack and 
Stokes’ stoicism - he took 116 
balls over his 33 - looked to 
have regained control, before 
the pendulum swung again.

Foakes hooked just over 
Michael Bracewell at deep mid-
wicket when he had 12 and 
new Zealand’s short-ball plan 
became increasingly ragged.

The target ticked down, 
anticipation rose and, when 
Foakes finally made an error, the 
sight of 40-year-old anderson 
walking to the crease was pure 
theatre. It looked like he would 
hit the winning runs for the first 
time in his distinguished Test 
career, but instead England suf-
fered only the second one-run 
defeat in Test history.

When the prolific Brook 
was run out, miles short of his 
ground after Root pushed to-
wards the slips and took off, 
Root held his head in his hands.

It came after nightwatch-
man Ollie Robinson miscued a 
pull off Southee, Ben duckett 
edged a cut off Matt Henry for 
33 and the unsettled Ollie Pope 
did the same off Wagner for 14.

England were in tatters, 
new Zealand rampant and the 
Basin Reserve buzzing.

But Root started to make 
amends for his part in the 
Brook run-out by launching a 
blistering assault, targeting the 

off-spin of Bracewell for par-
ticular punishment.

What made the action 
all the more compelling was 
Stokes’ grim determination 
while batting on one leg.

Transformed from the man 
out slogging in the first innings, 
Stokes took only one run from 
his first 19 balls, then mainly 
scored with edges through or 
over the slips.

Root’s half-century came at 
a run a ball. 

Stokes’ ugly swipe ended in 
a top edge to square leg, while 
Root miscued a pull to miss out 
on his second century of the 
match. But Foakes is unflap-
pable and leach has form for 
match-winning partnerships, 
having supported Stokes in the 
famous ashes win at Heading-
ley in 2019.

although Foakes’ decision 
to regularly turn down runs 
seemed questionable, he en-
sured leach only once faced 
more than two balls in the over 
while gradually chipping away 
at the target. 

Foakes had the match in his 
grasp only to go for one hook 
too many, leaving anderson to 
write one more chapter in his 
storied career.

anderson was upset that a 
Wagner short delivery was not 
called wide and, next ball, the 
brilliant Wagner had the final 
say to leave leach one not out 
from 31 balls.
Scores: England 435-8 dec 
(Brook 186, Root 153*; Henry 
4-100) & 256 (Root 95, Wagner 
4-62) lost to New Zealand 
209 (Southee 73) & 483 (Wil-
liamson 132, leach 5-157) by 
one run.

New Zealand beat  
England by 1 run in one 
of all-time great finishes

PA MediA/dPA
London 

ERIK ten Hag’s message to the 
group after lifting the league 
Cup was to “get back to work” 
as Manchester United’s atten-
tion turns to the Fa Cup.

The Old Trafford giants 
won their first silverware in six 
years on Sunday, ending the 
club’s longest trophy drought 
in 40 years by beating newcas-
tle 2-0 at Wembley.

United’s players and staff 
lapped up the celebrations un-
der the arch, but just 19 hours 
after the final whistle the play-
ers had parked the Carabao 
Cup triumph and were back in 
training at Carrington.

luke Shaw said there are 
“no days off” right now as 
they seek more silverware, 
with Premier league and Eu-
ropa league action following 
Wednesday’s Fa Cup fifth-
round tie against West Ham.

asked if there were any fur-
ther celebrations after leaving 
the capital, United boss Ten 
Hag said: “no. nothing be-
yond. get back to work.

“Of course yesterday the 
players were still enthusiastic 
and they had to celebrate this 
momentum.

“But yesterday after we set-
tled down and we get back to 
work. That’s what we had to 
do, that was recovery. The ones 
who played less did a good 
training session.” Ten Hag may 
be tempted to rotate slightly 
against West Ham on Wednes-
day given that kicks off a run of 
six March fixtures in 19 days.

The dutchman has largely 
relied on the same players de-
spite United’s relentless sched-
ule in a season unlike any but 

was keen to underline the im-
portance of the squad.

“let’s make myself clear: 
we didn’t win (the league Cup) 
with 11 players,” Ten Hag said. 
“We did win with a squad.

“I think the squad is so im-
portant - every time players 
come in if it’s for a whole game, 
if it’s for minutes, a couple 
of games, I think also during 
games we can change dynam-
ics.

“We do it with many more 
than 11 players, so I count on 
them and I know they will be 
ready because every time the 
players play their games they 
take responsibility.” That col-
lective effort is underpinned by 
a much-improved mentality, 
meaning there is no chance of 
the upcoming Premier league 
clash at rivals liverpool prov-
ing a distraction.

“But I think every game is 
important, every game until 
now,” Ten Hag said when the 
significance of Sunday’s trip 
to anfield was put to him as 
United look to keep their title 
hopes alive.

“This dressing room has the 
right attitude and the right ap-
proach that they take game by 
game, not looking ahead.” 

luke Shaw and Fred shone 
in that Europa league tie 
against Barca and performed 
well under the Wembley arch 
on Sunday.

But the pair could miss 
Wednesday’s match against 
the Hammers, joining anthony 
Martial, donny van de Beek 
and Christian Eriksen on the 
sidelines.

United boss Ten Hag said: 
“anthony Martial is not avail-
able. luke Shaw and Fred are 
questions for tomorrow.”

Coach Ten Hag 
asks United to ‘get 
back to work’ after 
League Cup win

Chelsea’s Thiago Silva  
suffers knee ligament  

damage after loss to Spurs
PA MediA/dPA

London 

CHElSEa have announced 
defender Thiago Silva suffered 
knee ligament damage during 
Sunday’s 2-0 Premier league 
defeat at Tottenham.

The 38-year-old was forced 
off in the first half of the Blues’ 
loss to their london rivals and 
underwent a scan on his return 
to the club’s Cobham training 
centre on Monday.

Chelsea have not indicated 
how long the veteran Brazilian 
is expected to be sidelined for.

“Scan results have con-
firmed damage to Thiago’s 
knee ligaments and he will now 
work closely with the club’s 
medical department during his 
rehabilitation to return to ac-
tion as soon as possible,” a club 
statement read.

The loss of a key player is a 
major blow to under-pressure 
head coach graham Potter, 
who has managed just two wins 
from Chelsea’s last 15 games in 

all competitions.
Silva has featured in all but 

three of the Blues’ 24 top-flight 
matches this term, in addition 
to six of their seven Champions 
league fixtures.

CRICKET TEST WONDER AT WELLINGTON
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IRan and Qatar are ready to 
unleash their next generation 
of talent when they face off 
in group B of the aFC U20 
asian Cup Uzbekistan 2023 on 
Wednesday.

The tournament, formerly 
known as the UFC U19 Champi-
onship, makes a return after five 
years due to the COVId-19 pan-
demic and both coaches are look-
ing forward to seeing their young 
talent showcasing their abilities. 

Qatar head coach Inaki 
abadia said he expects a highly 
competitive affair with all 16 
teams equally strong. 

“The COVId-19 pandemic 
meant an opportunity lost for 
young players so my players 
are excited to be playing in this 
tournament. 

“all the teams will be equal-
ly good and we are looking 

forward to competing against 
them,” said abadia.

The Spaniard said he knows 
Iran will test his players and he 

is looking forward to it. 
“The Qatar team is part of a 

project where we are expected 
to send the best players to the 
senior national team.  My ex-
pectation is for us to go for each 
match with full energy and com-
mitment. We will take it one 
match at a time,” said abadia.

Iran head coach abdolsa-
mad Marfavi said his team are 
fully focused on giving their 
best in the tournament.

 “This is a very important 
tournament for us as we want 
to showcase the best of Iranian 
talent. asia’s best are here and 
we want to compete against 
them to show our capabilities,” 
said Marfavi.

“Qatar are a big team. They 
did well in qualifying, but so did 
we. Both teams are strong but I 
hope that we produce our best.

“We have talented players 
who can compete against the 
best of asia and we will do our 
best to deliver,” added Marfavi. 

Qatar’s performance in the 

qualifying group generated so 
much excitement around the 
team, but coach abadia refused 
the notion that this could put 
his young players under pres-
sure , “This generation of play-
ers qualified for the U17 cham-
pionship but couldn’t compete 
in the tournament since it was 
cancelled amidst the pandem-
ic, and now they have qualified 
once more, but this time they 
get to play and test their skills 
against some of the competi-
tion in asia, I am delighted for 
them”.

Qatar, who won the tourna-
ment in 2014, are drawn in the 
challenging group B alongside 
australia, Iran and Vietnam.

Qatar will take on Iran on 
March 1st in their opening 
match, before playing Vietnam 
on the 4th of the same month.

Qatar will conclude their 
group stage matches against 
australia on March 7.

Qatar to take on Iran in U20 Asian Cup Uzbekistan 2023 today

Qatar U20 coach Inaki Abadia addresses the media ahead of his team’s match against Iran in the AFC U20 
Asian Cup at Stadion Istiqlol in Fergana, Uzbekistan, on Tuesday.

New Zealand’s Neil Wagner (C) celebrates taking the final wicket of England’s James Anderson (centre L) to win during day five of the second 
cricket Test match against England at the Basin Reserve in Wellington on Tuesday. (aFP)

Chelsea’s Brazilian defender Thia-
go Silva leaves the pitch after pick-
ing up an injury during the English 
Premier League match between 
Tottenham Hotspur and Chelsea 
at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in 
London on Sunday. (aFP) 
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Egypt’s Karim Elzoghby and 
his 13-year-old gelding Zan-
digo put on a clinical show to 
clinch the CsI4* grand prix 
title at the Doha International 
showjumping Championship, 
which concluded at Longines 
Arena at Al shaqab on tues-
day. 

No jump off was needed to 
crown the winner, with Elzogh-
by the only one to deliver a clear 
round in show in 70.78 seconds 
on a challenging course in the 
1.55m class worth €98,000. 
the Egyptian collected the win-
ner’s prize of €24,500 after the 
flawless performance.   

For Morocco’s Abdeslam 
Bennani smires a time fault 
kept him and 15-year-old 
Davino Q out of the jump off 
that left them in second place 
in 74.03 seconds for a winning 
purse of €19,600.

Abdelkebir Ouaddar, also 
from Morocco, rode the fast-
est round in 67.22 second on 
Istanbull vh Ooievaarshof but 
had to be content with third 
place and €14,700 after picking 
up for faults. 

In fourth place came Mo-
rocco’s Mouda Zeyada on If 
Looks Could Kill OH followed 
by Egypt’s sami Cherkaoui 
with Chacsara on fifth. 

Earlier, saudi Arabia’s 
Ramzy Al Duhami guided 
Manola Ls la silla to first place 
in the 1.45m event with jump 
off that offered €53,000 in 
prize money. 

the pair completed the 
jump off in 38.03 sec, commit-
ting four penalties, after clock-
ing 69.13 sec in the first round. 

Morocco’s Ali Al Ahrach, 
who rode Byblos d’Elle, se-
cured second position after a 
time of 39.04 sec (4 faults) in 
the jump off after finishing the 
first round in 71.43 sec. Jor-
dan’s Ibrahim Hani Bisharat 
combined with Happyness to 
take third position with a time 
of 39.44 (4 faults) in jump 
off. the pair finished the first 
round in 71.37 sec.

Elzoghby astride Zandigo 
claims Grand Prix title

Yulo among top stars hope to 
grab spotlight at Gymnastics 
Artistic World Cup in Doha

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

FORMER world champion Car-
los yulo of the philippines will 
be among the stars who will be 
looking to win their pet events 
and points at the 15th FIg Ar-
tistic Apparatus gymnastics 
World Cup. the four-day event 
starts with the two-day qualifi-
cations from Wednesday at the 
Aspire Dome.

Doha is the second stop on 
the FIg Artistic gymnastics 
World Cup series, where top-
ranked specialists on each appa-
ratus garner points so as to lay 
claim for a place in the 2023 FIg 
Artistic World Championships.

germany’s Cottbus hosted 
the first while the third and 
fourth will be held in Baku (Uz-
bekistan) and Cairo (Egypt).

some of the world’s best 
gymnasts have registered for 
this year’s event that will be 
held from March 1-4 with 112 
men (MAg) and 42 women 
(WAg) participants.

Filipino ace and former 
world champion yulo, who 
looked focused at the trainings 
on the vault and floor today, 
will hope to pick up top spots 
following his unimpressive 
start in Cottbus where he could 
win just a bronze on the paral-
lel bars.

the 23-year-old tokyo 
Olympian struggled in his pet 
event, the floor exercise, where 

he finished 20th among the 
52-player field with a score of 
13.400.

yulo registered 6.400 in de-
gree of difficulty but managed 
to score 7.000 in execution, 
and also failed to advance in 
men’s floor exercise and rings 
events.

tokyo 2020 Olympic All-
Around silver medallist Xiao 
Ruoteng will be back with a 
strong Chinese contingent 
that also includes two Olympic 
champions, Rings gold medal-
list Liu yang and parallel Bars 
gold medallist Zou Jingyuan 
who is also the reigning world 
champion on the apparatus 
and silver medallist on still 
Rings.

Another top Chinese gym-
nasts Lin Chaopan, a three-time 
world champion and two-time 
Olympic medallist, will also be 
around to regale the fans.

Xiao and Lin will take part 
in Floor Exercise and Horizon-
tal Bar only while Zou will be 
seen in action on the Rings.

Reigning Olympic cham-
pion on Floor Exercise, Artem 
Dolgopyat, Uzbekistan’s Ab-
dulla Azimov, who won  pom-
mel Horse gold in Cottbus,  
2022 World Vault champion 
Artur Davtyan of Armenia 
and Ukraine’s Illia Kovtun 
will be looking to maintain 
their impressive start at the 
Apparatus World Cup series 
in the Qatari capital.

AL ATTIYAH WINS 2ND STAGE OF ABU DHABI DESERT CHALLENGE

Qatari ace Nasser Saleh Al Attiyah continued his winning run as he claimed the second stage of the Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge on Tuesday. The five-
time Dakar Rally champion has a lead of 18 mins and 19 secs in the overall standings ahead of Toyota team-mate Yazeed Al Rajhi in second place. 
There are three remaining stages of 266km, 308km and 206km before the Desert Challenge comes to an end in Abu Dhabi on Friday afternoon.

DOHA INTERNATIONAL SHOWjUmpING CHAmpIONSHIp

Grand Prix podium winners of the Doha International Showjumping Championship pose with Qatar Equestri-
an Federation’s technical director and former Olympic rider Ali Yousef Al Rumaihi and president of the ground 
jury Stephan Ellenbruch.

Egypt’s Karim Elzoghby celebrates his CSI4* Grand Prix title win on Zandigo at the Doha Showjumping Cham-
pionship at Al Shaqab’s outdoor Longines Arena on Tuesday.

The four-day 15th FIG Artistic Apparatus Gymnastics World Cup starts 
with the two-day qualifications from Wednesday at the Aspire Dome.

Djokovic overcomes Machac at Dubai Tennis Championships
sTATs Perform/dPA

Dubai 

NOVAK Djokovic was made to 
work hard for his 18th consecu-
tive victory, eventually putting 
away tomas Machac in the 
first round of the Dubai tennis 
Championships.

Djokovic, who is celebrat-
ing a record 378th week as 
world number one, had to rely 
on a third-set tie-break to fi-
nally get over the line, defeat-
ing his Czech opponent 6-3 3-6 
7-6 (7-1) on tuesday.

Machac is ranked 130th in 
the world, but caused Djoko-
vic plenty of problems, earn-
ing 10 break points across the 
match, though he was only able 
to convert three.

Djokovic had a 4-1 lead in 
the deciding set before Machac 
fought back to force a tie-break, 
but the Australian Open cham-
pion ultimately had few prob-
lems at 6-6 as he won seven 
of the eight points played to 
clinch the win.

“tomas certainly didn’t 
play like the No. 130 in the 

world today,” Djokovic said 
of his opponent. “He was giv-
ing me all kinds of trouble. 
But I guess when it mattered, I 
found another gear.” 

Djokovic, who is still unde-
feated in 2023, will face tallon 
griekspoor in the second round.

Elsewhere, fresh off two 
titles in as many weeks, third 
seed Daniil Medvedev eased 
past Matteo Arnaldi 6-4 6-2 
to tee up a tie with Alexander 
Bublik next after his opponent 
Alexandar Lazarov retired hurt 
with Bublik leading 6-1 1-0.

Felix Auger-Aliassime de-
feated Maxime Cressy 7-6 (7-4) 
3-6 6-3, but sixth seed Karen 
Khachanov is out after he was 
beaten 7-5 6-2 by Botic van de 
Zandschulp.

the Dutchman will take on 
Mikael ymer in the second round 
after his 6-2 6-3 win against 
Francesco passaro, while eighth 
seed Borna Coric and Dan Ev-
ans played just four games be-
fore the latter retired hurt.

Christopher O’Connell set 
up a match against Alexander 
Zverev in the next round after 

he overcame Emil Ruusuvuori 
7-5 6-4.

Nadal withdraws from  
Indian Wells Open 
Meanwhile, Rafael Nadal has 
withdrawn from the Indian 
Wells Open as he continues his 
recovery from a hip injury. Na-
dal sustained the injury during 
his straight-sets defeat to Mac-
kenzie McDonald at the Aus-
tralian Open in January, strug-
gling to move around the court 
during the closing stages of the 
contest in Melbourne.

OOREDOO QATAR mAjOR  
pREmIER pADEL 2023

Qatar’s wildcard pair of Ali Al Saygh and Rayyan Al Jufairi during their 
Ooredoo Qatar Major Premier Padel 2023 opening round match against 
Francisco Guerrero and Jesus Moya of Spain at the Khalifa International 
Tennis & Squash Complex on Tuesday. The Spaniards won 6-1, 6-2. Ear-
lier, Spain’s Ivan Ramirez and Pablo Cardona beat Qatar’s Mohammed 
Abdulla and Khalid Saadon Al Kuwari 6-1, 6-0 in the Round of 64.

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic gestures 
after winning against Czech Re-
public’s Tomas Machac in Dubai 
on Tuesday. (aFP)



P
akistan Engineers Forum (PEF) 
Qatar, one of the leading forums for 
professionals and engineers in Qatar, 
organised an event at Bait al sulaiti 
near Qatar national Museum, to cel-

ebrate the tremendous success of the FiFa 
WC Qatar 2022.

the felicitation ceremony commenced 
with the recitation of verses from the Holy 
Quran followed by national anthems of Qa-
tar and Pakistan and FiFa official songs.

PEF General secretary shabber ali 
started the first segment of the event – pres-
entation of appreciation certificates to FiFa 
volunteers.

ashraf siddiqi, a senior journalist and a 
veteran volunteer, explained the journey of 
success thus: “Volunteering is a passion for 
serving fellow humans by putting oneself in 
challenging situations and tests but the pas-
sion keeps a volunteer strong and moving 
forward. it was a dream to be a part of the 
world’s top sporting event.”

Fahad ismail, a member of Pakistani 
pioneer volunteers, explained that Pakistani 
pioneer volunteers always remained at the 
forefront of providing their services. He re-
called that the community’s FiFa support 
journey started in 2019 when the supreme 
Committee for Delivery & Legacy (sC) re-
quired some lead volunteers to manage the 
24th arabian Gulf Cup and FiFa Club World 
Cup. Pakistani pioneer volunteers constitut-
ed a fair share of the Ruwaad Pioneer volun-
teer programme. 

Qaiser anwar khan noted that the FiFa 
WC Qatar 2022 tournament is rated as the 
best edition of the century which surely de-
serves celebration. With 64 matches in 29 
days, it was indeed a remarkable event which 
carried smiles and joy on everyone’s face, he 
said.

the certificate distribution ceremony 
was managed by ikram Butt and syed Faiz 
shah. 

Jamal Faiz al saeedi, advisor at the 
Ministry of Culture; Waheed Ullah Wazir, 
Community Welfare attache at the Pakistan 
Embassy; Riyaz ahmed Bakali, President of 
PEF; Badar sohail khan, Chairman of PEF, 
and senior community members presented 
certificates to the volunteers.

Wazir appreciated the PEF and the vol-
unteers for their support towards the success 
of the mega event. He noted the role of sever-

al other institutions in Pakistan in providing 
essential services for the safety and security 
of games. 

al saeedi thanked PEF for utilising the 
Ministry of Culture platform to connect FiFa 
WC Qatar 2022 and extended his support for 
future programmes. He praised the rich cul-
ture of Pakistan and the presentation of the 
cultural programmes during, and in prepar-
ing for the FiFa WC Qatar 2022. 

senior community leader Chaudhary 
Mohammed ajmal thanked all volunteers, 
participants, the Ministry of Culture, and the 

Pakistan Embassy. 
new shan-e-Lahore restaurant served 

traditional Pakistani cuisine on the occasion. 
the second segment of the event was 

a cultural show conceived by Dr khalil 
Ullah shibli. Local singers tanwir awan, 
Hassan Gillani and Jamshed Bajwa mes-
merised the audience with their rendition 
of classical and popular numbers. Music 
accompaniment was provided by Moham-
mad akbar aurakzai and Ghulam Hussain. 
ibrahim Zada presented shawls to the per-
formers.

PEF hosts colourful function to celebrate 
success of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

Pakistan Prism
Reports by 
For events and press releases email 
qatar.editor@qatar-tribune.com or 
call (974) 4000 2222
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PEF President Riyaz Ahmed Bakali presents a memento to Community Welfare Attaché Waheed Ullah Wazir 
as Jamal Faiz Al Saeedi and Badar Sohail Khan look on.

PEF Chairman Badar Sohail Khan and PEF President Riyaz Ahmed Bakali present a memento to Advisor at 
the Ministry of Culture Jamal Faiz Al Saeedi.

Qaiser Anwar Khan receives certificate.

Ikram Butt receives certificate.

Ashraf Siddiqi receives certificate.

Junaid Maher receives certificate.Saima Munir, Komal Shaheen and Sophia Mahmood

Fahad Ismail receives certificate. Rana Anwar Ali receives certificate. Shahida Khan receives certificate.

Akram Bangash receives certificate.

Arshad Hussain receives certificate.

FIFA volunteers with their certificates.

Ibrahim Zada presents a shawl to Jamshed Bajwa
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President of Tunisia Kais Saied met with Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani at the Presidential Palace of Carthage in Tunis, Tunisia, on Tuesday. During the meet-
ing, they discussed bilateral relations between the two countries and ways to enhance them in various fields. The meeting was attended by a number of members of the official delegation accompanying the prime 
minister. On the Tunisian side, several ministers and senior officials attended the meeting. (QNA)

PM, Tunisian counterpart discuss relations

QNA 
Tunis

Prime minister and minister 
of interior He Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al 
Thani met with Prime min-

ister of Tunisia Najla Bouden 
romdhane at the Government 
Palace in the Kasbah in Tunis 
on Tuesday.

During the meeting, 
they reviewed bilateral rela-
tions and ways of develop-

ing them at all levels. The 
two sides affirmed the gov-
ernments of the two coun-
tries’ aspiration to develop 
joint cooperation in a way 
that enhances relations in 
various fields, especially in 

economy, energy, health, 
labour, sports, information 
technology and tourism, in 
addition to a number of re-
gional and international is-
sues of common interest.

The meeting was attended 

by members of the official 
delegation accompanying the 
Prime minister and minister 
of interior.

On the Tunisian side, the 
meeting was attended by a 
number of ministers and sen-

ior officials.
The Prime minister and 

minister of interior attended 
the luncheon banquet hosted 
by the Tunisian Prime minis-
ter for him and his accompa-
nying delegation.

DJWE 2023: Six days of dazzling jewellery 
and key industry networking concludes

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha 

THe 19th edition of the Doha 
Jewellery and Watches exhibition 
(DJWe), which ran from Febru-
ary 20 to 25 at the Doha exhibition 
and Convention Center (DeCC), 
has concluded. 

The highly anticipated and 
longest-running event in Qatar’s 
annual social calendar was held 
under the patronage of Prime min-
ister and minister of interior He 
Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Ab-
dulaziz Al Thani. 

Organised by Qatar Tourism 
and Qatar Business events Cor-
poration, the event was supported 
by Qatar Airways as the Official 
Airline Partner and Qatar National 
Bank as the Official Sponsor.

This year’s edition was at-
tended by the Amir His Highness 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Tha-
ni and other prominent dignitar-
ies, as well as celebrities from the 
region, Bollywood stars and other 
famed personalities. Nancy Ajram, 
irina Shayk, Nasser Al Attiyah, Da-
vid Coulthard and mutaz Barsham 
were among the illustrious faces 
that visited the exhibition. 

As the region’s largest busi-
ness-to-consumer event of its kind, 
DJWe 2023 showcased an exten-
sive display of luxurious jewellery 
and watch collections from over 
500 local, regional and interna-
tional brands. 

This year’s big nine exhibi-
tors: Alfardan Jewellery, Ali Bin 
Ali Luxury, Al majed Jewellery, 
Al muftah Jewellery, Amiri Gems, 
Bulgari, Blue Salon, Fifty One east 
and Louis Vuitton. in addition, 10 
Qatari designers featured in a dedi-
cated space to showcase their latest 
collections. 

DJWe 2023 also saw the re-
turn of the Turkish and the in-

dian pavilions, with vibrant stalls 
featuring various brands and be-
spoke designs that each celebrated 
the unique heritage and culture of 
these countries. 

New to this year was a musical 
score developed exclusively for this 
edition by famed Qatari composer, 
Dana Al Fardan. in addition, two 
of Qatar Duty Free’s most iconic 
cafés, Harrod’s Tea rooms and 
Venchi, were present for the first 
time, as well as Phillips, a leading 
global platform for buying and sell-
ing 20th and 21st century art and 
design, and which holds the world 
record for the most successful 
watch auctions. 

A purpose-built studio was 
created on-site this year, where 
numerous interviews took place 
with notable brands, including 
Damas, Philips and mukhi Sis-
ters, Chopard, Bulgari, Hublot, as 
well as local brand, ‘Al Wit’ and 
much more.  

Commenting on the conclusion 
of the event, Chairman of Qatar 
Tourism and Qatar Airways Group 
Chief executive Akbar Al Baker 
said, “We are proud to conclude an-
other successful edition of DJWe. 
every year, DJWe provides thou-
sands of visitors the opportunity to 
admire hundreds of priceless piec-
es up-close and meet some of the 
world’s most respected designers. 
many of Qatar’s, and the world’s 
leading jewellery brands take this 
unparalleled opportunity to show-
case their latest collections. i would 
like to extend my sincere thanks to 
the event’s esteemed partners and 
exhibitors, whose continued sup-
port makes this event successful.” 

Heba Ali Al Tamimi, senior 
executive vice-president of QNB 
Group Communications, said: “At 
the conclusion of this year’s edition 
of the DJWe, which attracted a 
wide turnout of visitors from Qatar, 

the region and the world, we are 
delighted for providing our spon-
sorship that confirms once again 
our role to sponsor and support 
national events. “We are delighted 
to contribute to enhancing Qatar’s 
position as a regional and global 
hub in hosting and organising ma-
jor events and supporting the cul-
ture of entrepreneurship. Our an-
nual sponsorship of this glamorous 
event confirms QNB Group’s com-
mitment to supporting sustain-
able development efforts towards a 
knowledge-based economic model 
focused on sustainability, innova-
tion and diversification, in line with 
Qatar National Vision 2030.”

eAA’s Director of Partnerships 
Parintaj Sulaiman said, “We are 
pleased for our partner DJWe’s 
extraordinary support in helping 
achieve SDG Goal 17 of partner-
ships for the goals and raising 
awareness for the barriers children 
around the world face regarding 
their fundamental right to quality 
education; this contribution will go 
a long way in positively impacting 
children’s lives. 

“We look forward to continu-
ing to work alongside DJWe in the 
future in advocating for the most 
marginalised out of school children 
globally. eAA believes that quality 
education is the driver of human 
development. it is fundamental 
to reducing inequality, promoting 
well-being and building lasting 
peace and security. No child should 
be left without an education. it is 
only through strong partnerships 
between governments, organisa-
tions, private sector partners and 
local communities that we will re-
alise the UN’s Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals by 2030.”

Ali Alfardan, vice-chairman of 
the Alfardan Group and president, 
Alfardan Jewellery, said: “Alfardan 
Jewellery is pleased to have par-

ticipated in yet another spectacu-
lar Doha Jewellery and Watches 
exhibition. Having participated in 
the exhibition since its inception 
19 years ago, this year, we intro-
duced a special collaboration with 
Tiffany & Co. that combines our 
passion for our heritage and pearls 
with their timeless contemporary 
design, and revealed the esteemed 
Nancy Ajram as a brand ambassa-
dor for Tiffany & Co. 

“Our over 60 international lux-
ury brand partners remain commit-
ted to our vision and participated en-
thusiastically in the exhibition with 
us once again, with some first-time 
appearances. We thank our collabo-
rators, staff and the organisers, and 
we are honoured by the splendid 
work and display this year’s edition 
brought forward. We look forward 
to more success for next year.”

Speaking about Ali Bin Ali Lux-
ury’s participation in the exhibi-
tion, Chief Operating Officer of Ali 
Bin Ali Luxury Awn Zureikat said, 
“DJWe is truly a global platform 
for luxury brands, and it’s getting 
bigger every year. Ali Bin Ali Luxu-
ry is proud of its long-standing as-
sociation with this landmark event, 
and we are glad to be a part of this 
success story, where creativity, ex-
clusivity, art and beauty are all rep-
resented at this exhibition.”

On behalf of Almuftah Jew-
ellery, Abdulrahman Almuftah, 
chairman of Almuftah Group, 
said: “i would like to express my 
gratitude for the successful event 
of the 19th edition of DJWe 2023. 
The astonishing six days were full 
of elegance with an overwhelm-
ing number of attendees. We 
would like to thank the organisers 
of this marvelous event. We also 
appreciate each and every one as 
they were part of this success in 
the biggest Jewellery exhibition 
of the year.”

The exhibition sees thousands of visitors enjoy exclusive collections  from around the world

QA names Indian 
superstar Deepika 
Padukone as Global 
Brand Ambassador

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha

QATAr Airways has launched a new brand campaign in 
collaboration with world-renowned indian actor, Deepika 
Padukone. The campaign launch is the culmination of the 
airline’s endeavour to redefine Qatar Airways premium ex-
perience, particularly through showcasing the world-class 
Qsuite along with the unparalleled surroundings of The 
Orchard, which are core to Hamad international Airport’s 
expansion.

The timeless acoustic track ‘Ain’t Nobody’ accompa-
nies the campaign that connects Padukone’s journey with 
Qatar Airways to a new level of luxury and elegance. She 
encapsulates the premium experience available to custom-
ers of Qatar Airways, transiting through the best airport in 
the world, Hamad international Airport.

Qatar Airways Group Chief executive, Akbar Al Bak-
er, said: “At Qatar Airways, we constantly strive for excel-
lence. This collaboration brings together refinement and 
grace, and Deepika showcases beautifully how Qatar Air-
ways offers award-winning premium experiences both in 
the sky and on the ground to its customers. Deepika is 
an obvious choice as she has the right global appeal and 
charisma for our brand. We are truly delighted to have 
Deepika on board Qatar Airways as our Global Brand 
Ambassador.”

A multiple award-winning airline, Qatar Airways 
was recently announced as the ‘Airline of the Year’ at the 
2022 World Airline Awards, managed by the interna-
tional air transport rating organisation, Skytrax. The air-
line continues to be synonymous with excellence having 
won the main prize for an unprecedented seventh time 
(2011, 2012, 2015, 2017, 2019, 2021 and 2022), while 
also being named ‘World’s Best Business Class’, ‘World’s 
Best Business Class Lounge Dining’ and ‘Best Airline in 
the middle east’.

Qatar Airways currently flies to more than 150 destina-
tions worldwide, connecting through its Doha hub, Hamad 
international Airport, currently named the ‘Best Airport in 
the World” by Skytrax World Airport Awards 2022.

A multiple award-winning airline, Qatar Airways was 
recently announced as the ‘Airline of the Year’ at the 2022 
World Airline Awards, managed by the international air 
transport rating organisation, Skytrax.

TUNISIAN PRESIDENT RECEIVES PRIME MINISTER

New campaign featuring the actor 
is launched


