
THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 2023

As the country celebrates 74th Republic Day, Indians reaffirm their love for the nation, respect 
for the national flag and faith in the Constitution. This is an occasion to remember with utmost 

respect the Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi and other great men and women who 
inspired the freedom struggle. With nearly 1.4 billion people, India is the world’s largest  

democracy. Among the fastest-growing major economies, India is on road to become the  
$5-trillion economy by 2025-26. India has made great strides in economy, business reforms, 
infrastructure, technology, StartUps, Innovation, sustainability and inclusivity to name a few.  

Today, India ranks first in terms of smartphone data consumption.

IndIa: a Vibrant democracy
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Today, we reaffirm our love for our nation, respect for our national flag and faith in our Constitution.  
Prime Minister of India HE Narendra Modi has set targets for the Amrit Kaal – Roadmap to the next 25 
years as we approach the centenary. India has made great strides – in economy, business reforms,  

infrastructure, technology, StartUps, Innovation, sustainability & inclusivity, to name a few 

Ambassador’s Message

ON the glorious occasion of 74th Repub-
lic Day of India, I extend warm greet-
ings to all my fellow Indians in Qatar. 
It was on this historic day in 1950 that 
the Constitution of India came into ef-

fect, establishing India as a democratic Re-
public. Today, we reaffirm our love for our 
nation, respect for our national flag and faith 
in our Constitution.

I take this opportunity to thank His High-
ness the Amir of the State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, His Highness 
the Father Amir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa 
Al Thani, members of the Royal family, the 
Government and the friendly people of the 
State of Qatar for their support for stronger 
relations with India and their continued pa-
tronage of the vibrant Indian community in 
Qatar.

On 26 November 1949, we the people of 
India adopted, enacted and gave to ourselves 
our Constitution. The Constitution, whose 
core values – Justice, Liberty, Equality and 
Fraternity are sacred to us and continue to be 
our guiding principles, came into effect on 26 
January 1950, which is celebrated as Repub-
lic Day. Our Constitution enshrines the val-
ues and ideals of our freedom movement and 
the spirit of our unity. On this auspicious oc-
casion, we remember with utmost respect the 
Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi and 
other great men and women who inspired our 
freedom struggle. 

While we celebrate glorious achievements 
during 75 years of our Independence, we have 
not lost sight of our future. Prime Minister of 
India HE Narendra Modi has set targets for 
the Amrit Kaal – Roadmap to the next 25 
years as we approach the centenary. India has 
made great strides – in economy, business re-
forms, infrastructure, technology, StartUps, 
Innovation, sustainability & inclusivity, to 
name a few. With nearly 1.4 billion people, 
India is the world’s largest democracy. Last 
year, India became the world’s fifth largest 
economy and on target to become the $5 tril-
lion economy by 2025-26. India is already 
among the fastest-growing major economy. 
Today, India ranks first in terms of smart-
phone data consumption. India ranks first in 
Global FinTech as well as IT-BPM outsourc-
ing distribution. India is the world’s third 
largest aviation market and third largest auto 
market. With ever growing digital infrastruc-
ture, financial inclusion is one of the highest 
priorities for the government. Today, around 
80% have bank accounts, 80% use digital 
payments, and 99% have unique IDs. India 
has transformed itself into an incubator and 
emerged the third-largest startup ecosystem 
in the world with over 88,000 startups, 107 
unicorns with a combined valuation of $341 
billion. With an average age of 28, India’s en-
trepreneurs rank among the youngest in the 
world. 

India has taken a lead in green energy 
transition. Presently, India ranks 4th in the 
world in terms of installed renewable en-
ergy capacity. 42% of India’s power require-
ments are met from non-fossil fuel source, 
and 40%of this is from renewable energy 
sources. India has been ranked amongst the 
top 5 countries in the world, and the best 
among the G20 countries, as per the Climate 
Change Performance Index (CCPI 2023). In 
2022, Prime Minister HE Narendra 

Modi announced the National Hydrogen Mis-
sion with an aim of making India a hub for 
the production and export of green hydrogen. 
The mission plans to achieve green hydrogen 
production capacity of at least 5 MMT per an-
num and reduction of nearly 50 MMT of an-
nual greenhouse gas emissions.

As the ‘Pharmacy of the world’, India 
meets 60% of the world’s vaccine and 70% 
of WHO’s vaccine demand.  The world’s first 
SARS-CoV-2 vaccine that can be delivered 
through nasal route is being launched today 
on 26 January. India’s space odyssey con-
tinues and first privately developed rocket 
Vikram-S, developed by Skyroot Aerospace, 
was launched last year. It was fitted with a 
rocket engine that was 3D printed !

Last year India achieved a momentous 
feat by commissioning its first indigenous 
Aircraft Carrier – INS Vikrant, which was 
built in the Cochin Shipyard, marking India’s 
entry into the coveted club of countries to 
build indigenous aircraft carriers. The year 
2022, also marked 
the induction of the 
indigenously pro-
duced, multi-role, 
Light Combat Heli-
copter Prachand that 
can operate higher 
than any other at-
tack helicopter in 
the world. Indian 
defence are expected 
to cross Rs 19,000 
crore by 2023.

In the global 
sports arena, in 
2022, India was the host 
for the FIFA U-17 Wom-
en’s World Cup. Pres-
ently, India is once again hosting the 2023 
Men’s FIH Hockey World Cup. Men’s Cricket 
World Cup will be held in India later in 2023. 

In December 2022, India assumed the 
Presidency of G-20. The theme - “Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam – One Earth, One Family, One 
Future” - reflects the motto rooted from our 
core values and culture since times imme-
morial. The priorities of India’s G-20 Presi-
dency include: Green Development, Climate 
Finance & LiFE (Life Style for Environment); 
Accelerated, Inclusive & Resilient Growth; 
Accelerating progress on Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals; Technological Transformation 
& Digital Public Infrastructure; Multilateral 
Institutions for the 21st century; and, Wom-
en-led development. As our theme signifies, 
India is all set to welcome the member coun-
tries of G-20 to its family, and work alongside 
them to build a much better and safer world.

Last year, we also successfully completed 
our tenure in the United Nations Security 
Council during which we spoke out in support 
of peace, security & prosperity and were the 
Voice of the Global South. Just a few days 
ago, we hosted the Voice of the Global South 
Summit, to focus international attention on 
priorities, perspectives and concerns of the 
developing world. The Summit saw par-
ticipation of Leaders and Ministers 
from 125 countries. 

At India’s proposal, 
the 75th ses-

sion of the United Nations General Assem-
bly declared 2023 as the International Year 
of Millets. Today, when the world is facing 
the detrimental effects of climate change and 
acute water shortage, millets are proving to be 
a silver lining as they require minimal growth 
inputs and are resistant against cold weather 
conditions, drought, salinity, and can also be 
cultivated on dry and arid lands, thereby con-
tributing to global food security. This initia-
tive is an attempt by India to enhance global 
food security and promote a healthy lifestyle 
for a wholesome future generation. 

On the bilateral front, centuries old bonds 
of friendship between India and Qatar con-
tinue to grow strength to strength. The year 
2023 is very special. We celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of establishment of full diplo-
matic relations. 

The bilateral relationship continues to be 
nurtured closely by the leadership and sup-
ported ably by the deep-rooted people to peo-
ple contacts. In 2022, we had the honour to 

organize two visits 
of the Hon’ble Vice 
President of India 
in Qatar within a 
span of six months. 
The first ever visit 
at the Vice-Presi-
dential level from 
India was held in 
June 2022. Later, 
at the invitation of 
H.H. the Amir, the 
Hon’ble Vice Presi-
dent of India repre-
sented India at the 

inaugural ceremony of 
the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. 

Close to 800,000 Indians call Qatar their 
second home. Through their skill, commit-
ment, dedication and sincerity, they continue 
to make immense contribution to socio-eco-
nomic development of the country. Indians 
supported the successful hosting of a memo-
rable and unique FIFA World Cup 2022 Qatar 
in every possible way. The Indian fans were 
among the largest ticket holders. Nearly 16% 
of the visitors to Qatar during FIFA were 
Indian fans.  Thousands of Indian workers 
helped in the construction of stadiums and 
other infrastructure. Indian professionals – 
Engineers, Medical professionals, Chartered 
Accountants, Consultants in various fields 
contributed to the design & development. In-
dian businesses worked to maintain supply 
chains thereby ensuring food security even 
when millions of fans visited Qatar for the 
FIFA World Cup. More than 5000 volunteers 
from the Indian community worked with or-

ganisers to ensure a seamless & pleas-
ant experience for fans. The Indian 

community also organized many 
cultural events to support 

Qatar Museums’ efforts to 
entertain fans. The Indian 
community will continue 
to support Qatar authori-
ties as it prepares itself 

to host the World 
Judo Champi-

o n s h i p 

2023, AFC Asian Cup 2023, ITTF World Ta-
ble Tennis Championships 2025, Asian games 
2030 and many more world stage sporting in 
the future.

Qatar is India’s biggest LNG supplier, and 
India has always been its reliable partner. The 
bilateral trade and economic relationship be-
tween India and Qatar has always been strong 
and robust. The trade between both countries 
reached $17.5bn during January - November 
2022, which is an almost 33% increase com-
pared to 2021. In 2022, Qatar accounted for 
45% of India’s total LNG imports. India has 
set an ambitious target to raise the share of 
natural gas in its energy mix from 6.3% to 
15% by 2030, and Qatar’s role as India’s part-
ner in energy security will be instrumental in 
achieving this target.

The year 2022 was a delightful year for 
the Indian community as we officially entered 
the Guinness book of world records by setting 
the record for the most nationalities partici-
pating in a yoga lesson. This world record at-
tempt wouldn’t have been a success without 
the kind cooperation and generosity of the 
expatriates from the 114 countries who took 
part in the event. This historic event stand as 
a testament to “Our Strength is in our Unity”, 
and has set an example that “Cooperation is 
always more powerful than Competition”. I 
would also like to congratulate Indian long 
distance runner Ms. Sufiya Sufi on emerging 
victorious and achieving the Guinness World 
Record for “fastest run across Qatar” in 30 
hours and 31 minutes. No words are enough 
to laud her determination and hard work in 
achieving this incredible feat.

While the Indian community has made a 
mark for themselves for their peaceful and 
hardworking nature and continue to spread 
their branches, they remain true to their 
roots. A 280 member strong contingent from 
Qatar participated in the recently held 17th 
Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas in Indore. Various 
community organizations work hard to keep 
our culture and traditions alive and also sup-
port the host Government & Embassy’s ef-
forts to reach out to those in need – especially 
by conducting Blood donation camps, health 
camps etc. 

The welfare and the well-being of the 
Indian Community in Qatar is the top pri-
ority of the Embassy of India, and we had 
been relentless in our efforts to ensure and 
facilitate the needs and requirements of the 
Indian diaspora. In order to facilitate a seam-
less consular service, the Embassy of India 
has recently re-introduced the walk-in sys-
tem, so that the public can seek our service 
at their convenience. During the Hon’ble Vice 
President’s visit to Qatar on two separate oc-
casions in June and November last year, the 
Embassy of India had hosted separate inter-
action session for the migrant workers. The 
Embassy also regularly hosts consular camps 
in distant locations of Qatar, to offer consu-
lar services for the India community residing 
outside Doha. 

As we celebrate our 74th Republic Day, 
I once again extend my warm greetings to 
my fellow Indians in Qatar and congratulate 
and thank the Indian community for their 
continued contribution and cooperation in 
strengthening the India – Qatar relationship.

HE Dr Deepak Mittal
Ambassador of India to Qatar
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THE all-new MG RX5 represents 
the new, second generation the 
popular SUV, reflecting the 
British-born brand’s commit-
ment to diversify its line-up by 

unveiling a sporty new model.  
The car is available now at Auto 

Class Cars, the authorized general 
distributor of MG in Qatar, at its 
showroom on Slawa Road.

Available in three trims, the all-
new 2023 MG RX5 will strengthen 
the British-born brand’s increasing-
ly popular model portfolio, offering 
customers even more style, technol-
ogy and travelling comfort at great 
value prices.

Incorporating 22 stylish design 
enhancements, eight performance 
upgrades and 25 configuration up-
grades, the all-new 2023 MG RX5 
is designed to provide a healthy 
and comfortable, safe and efficient, 
intelligent and connected travel ex-
perience. The arrival of the MG’s 
newest SUV is set to help the brand 
reinforce its position in the top six 
of Middle East car makers.

The all-new 2023 MG RX5 har-
nesses the latest technology with the 
introduction of a second-generation 
Net Blue petrol engine, offering 
more power and greater efficiency. 
This 1.5T high-pressure direct in-
jection turbocharged unit delivers 
171hp and max. torque of 275Nm – 
a significant 10 percent higher than 
its predecessor - powering the new 
model to a top speed of 190 km/h, 
while its fuel economy figure is 6.8 
l/100km. All models are equipped 
with an innovative 7-speed Dual 
Clutch Transmission for smoother, 
more efficient gear changes and op-
timum reliability.

A new digital computing design 
method was adopted for the all-new 
2023 MG RX5 in order to develop 
its youthful, dynamic looks. This is 
most noticeable at the front, where 
the new, eye-catching and wide 
three-dimensional geometric grille 
is flanked by sleek, full crystal LED 
headlamps with C–shaped daytime 
running lights. The rear echoes the 
front, with a solid and stable stance. 
The new designed LED taillights in-
spired by High-speed Quantum En-
ergy Block brings an impressive vis-
ual effect when illuminated and the 
“Twin-Aero” rear spoiler enhances 
the sporty image of the vehicle.

Designers of MG’s newest SUV 
were inspired by the intelligence 
and originality of home design to 
create a truly natural and comfort-
able cabin space. The aesthetically-
designed cabin is padded with soft 
materials to ensure total comfort 
for occupants during their journey.  
The central control panel integrates 
a stylish, hi-tech 14.1” HD  vertical 

touchscreen, that floats up and over 
the redesigned dashboard. The er-
gonomic gear lever wouldn’t look 
out of place in a spacecraft, while 
positioning the central armrest level 
with the door armrests ensures an 
ergonomic design more akin to that 
of a comfy sofa. There are plenty of 
storage spaces and even a wireless 
mobile phone charger on top-of-

the-range models.
MG’s designers placed a firm 

emphasis on using technology to 
make the 2023 MG RX5’s cabin a 
healthy place to be. In a world first, 
a UVC deep ultraviolet optical an-
tivirus system completely sterilizes 
the flow of air into the car through 
the air conditioning. This is comple-
mented by an ultra-efficient filter 

element; special nano fabric roof 
lining has both anti-bacterial and 
odour-reducing properties.

The impressive specification lev-
els include the availability of leather 
seats, a 12.3” virtual cluster panel 
with trip computer, a 6-way electric 
driver seat with lumbar support, 
4-way electric passenger seats, a 
panoramic sunroof, Apple CarPlay 
and Android Auto, GPS navigation, 
as well as front, side and curtain air-
bags.

Cruise control, push-button 
ignition, keyless entry and a rear 
view camera are all fitted as stand-
ard, with a 360-degree parking view 
camera on full option models, to 
give the driver full control and peace 
of mind on their journey.

MG cars are renowned for fea-
turing the latest safety technology 
and the all-new 2023 MG RX5 is no 
different. Occupant safety is prior-
itized by the installation of a body 
structure that comprises over 65% 
high strength steel to minimize the 
impact of any collision by absorbing 
the energy. 

The all-new MG RX5 has under-
gone many rigorous quality tests to 
ensure it meets the highest safety 
and durability expectations. These 
include a five million kilometre road 
evaluation test, 500,000 hours of 
laboratory bench tests, light tog-
gle durability tests incorporating 
200,000 repetitions and testing the 
doors by opening and closing them 
120,000 times.

The standard Electronic Stability 
Program includes eight safety func-
tions, with ABS, EBD, EBA, ARP, 
CBC HDC, TCS and BDW enhanc-
ing driving stability in extreme road 
conditions or in situations involving 
aggressive driving to ensure driving 
safety. 

The all-new 2023 MG RX5 of-
fers a greatly enhanced travelling 
experience for all occupants. The 
chassis features multiple improve-
ments, including an upgraded shock 
absorber system, to deliver a more 
stable and comfortable ride, further 
helped by the low noise Michelin 
PS4 Tyres and a double-layer lami-
nated soundproof windscreen. 

All-new 2023 MG RX5 models 
will benefit from the brand’s ac-
claimed 6-years/200,000 km war-
ranty, for ultimate peace of mind.

 All-New Stylish RX5 2023 Reborn:  
More Style, Tech And Comfort

Available at Auto Class Cars 

� Completely new and stylish interior inspired by the intelligence and originality of home design  � Great value SUV offers wide range of hi-tech features
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BILATERAL RELATIONS 

Hindi Diwas celebrations in the Embassy on September 14, 2022. 

‘Kalanjali 2022’ inter-school cultural festival was held from September 12-16. About 980 students from 
17 Indian schools participated in 66 events. MES Indian School won the Rolling Trophy.  

The Indian Ambassador visited Qatari Diar and had a briefing with the Chief Investment Officer on 
their investments and ongoing projects on August 24. Avenues for enhanced bilateral cooperation in 
real estate and infrastructure were discussed. 

Nammude Adukkalathottam Doha held the 9th agricultural season which was inaugurated by the Indian ambas-
sador at Birla Public school on September 16. ‘Young farmer’ and ‘Business Excellence’ awards were given.

HE Lieutenant General Saad bin Jassim Al Khulaifi, Director of Public Security, met with the Ambassador 
of the Republic of India to the State of Qatar on September 6, 2022

The 17th  Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas (PBD) Convention was held from Jan 
8 – 1,  2023 in Indore. The theme of the 17th PBD was “Diaspora: Reli-
able Partners for India’s Progress in Amrit Kaal”. Over 3,500 diaspora 
members from nearly 70 countries registered for PBD Convention. 

Flag Plaza was inaugurated in Doha on October 7, 2022, where 119 
flags have been raised, forming a community space for people. Cultural 
performances showcasing India’s rich culture were held by the Indian 
Embassy in partnership with Qatar Museum during the inauguration.

United Nurses of India in Qatar organised its second cricket  
tournament from September 6-15 for Indian Nurses in Qatar, 
with more than 230 nurses with 16 teams. 

AMIR MEETS INDIA’S VICE-PRESIDENT
His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar  Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani meets with Hon’ble 
Vice President of India Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar. Indian Vice-President and Dr Sudesh Dhankhar 
visited Qatar for FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. The Vice President was welcomed on arrival by 
Minister of State HE Sheikh Fahad bin Faisal Al Thani in Doha. The Vice President had conversa-
tions with the UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres, FIFA President Gianni Infantino and IOC 
President Thomas Bach and some world leaders on the sidelines of FIFA World Cup Qaatr 2022. 
The Vice President also held a series of interactions with the Indian community in Qatar. The Vice 
President and  and Dr Sudesh Dhankhar also visited the Qatar National Museum.

Young Ambassadors of Football from India participated in the Street Children World Cup 2022 
hosted by Qatar Foundation.
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MEN’S Hockey World Cup, 
2023 got underway on 
Wednesday evening with 
a spectacular opening cer-
emony at the picturesque 

Barabati Stadium in Cuttack that 
was witnessed by thousands of 
hockey lovers in attendance from 
across the country and abroad.

Union Sports Minister Anu-
rag Thakur, Odisha Chief Minis-
ter Naveen Patnaik, International 
Hockey Federation president Tayy-
ab Ikram and Hockey India chair-
man Dilip Tirkey were present at 
the glittering ceremony to welcome 
members of all the 16 participating 
teams.

Ikram, in his address, compli-
mented Odisha for hosting the mega 
event twice consecutively, the last 
one being in 2018, and called the 
state the “Land of Hockey”.

Thakur thanked the Odisha gov-
ernment for successfully hosting the 
event in grandeur and said the en-
thusiasm of the people of India and 
the state showed their love for the 
game.

He said the Centre will always 
extend support to states for hosting 
such sporting events.

Patnaik said Odisha has long 
been known for its hospitality and 
hoped every visitor takes back good 
memories of their stay in the state.

He thanked Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and the Union govern-
ment for supporting Odisha in host-
ing the Men’s Hockey World Cup 
twice consecutively.

The hour-long opening ceremo-
ny was preceded and succeeded by 
colourful cultural programmes that 
kept mesmerising the packed audi-
ence.

The celebration began with a 
stunning tribal dance art of the 
state, which was a fusion of at least 
six local dance forms choreographed 
by eminent dance guru Aruna Mo-
hanty.

Odia singers Sniti Mishra, Rit-
uraj Mohanty, Lisa Mishra and a 
host of other performers, including 
actor-couple Sabyasachi Mishra and 
Archita Sahu enthralled the audi-
ence.

Sixteen fan parks were set up at 
important locations across the city 
where thousands of hockey lovers 
and enthusiasts witnessed the open-
ing ceremony on giant screens.

Hundreds of singers from Bol-
lywood and local artists sang the 
Hockey World Cup theme song 
that was composed by music direc-
tor Pritam, who also performed on 
the stage along with some other 
singers.

Odisha is hosting the interna-
tional event for the second consecu-
tive time – previously it was held in 
Bhubaneswar in 2018. (PTI)

Union Sports Minister Anurag Thakur, Odisha Chief 
Minister Naveen Patnaik, International Hockey Federa-
tion president Tayyab Ikram and Hockey India chairman 
Dilip Tirkey were present at the glittering ceremony to 
welcome members of all the 16 participating teams

Hockey World Cup kicks off with 
glittering ceremony in Odisha
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AMU Alumni Toastmasters Club dedicat-
ed its 45th meeting to celebrate the 74th 
Republic Day of India. AMU Alumni 
Toastmasters Club President Nadeem 
Zafar Jilani was introduced and invited 

by Sergeant at Arms TM Abad Khan.
Dr Jilani opened the meeting and wel-

comed the participants and guests and paid 
tribute to freedom fighters, particularly Ne-
taji Subhash Chandra Bose whose birth an-
niversary fell on 23rd January. Dr Deepak 
Talreja was the Toastmaster of the day who 
conducted the meeting with great enthusi-
asm.

Alifia Abidi, project manager at Al Man-
nai Corporation, was the guest speaker on 
the occasion. She enthralled the audience 
with her inspirational speech. There were 
three prepared speeches from TM Shafqat 
Nabi, TM Irfan, and TM Imaduddin which 
were well received by the audience, and im-
mediate feedback was provided by named 
evaluators to the speakers.

TM Nayeem Aman and TM Mahjabeen 
were voted best evaluators and nominated 
to represent the club in area contests. Dr 
Nadeem Jilani who also performed the 
role of General Evaluator then invited the 
role players to give their reports and gave 

feedback on the general conduct of the 
meeting.

TM Farman Khan was the timer, TM 
Nayeem Aman, the Grammarian, TM Asma 
Naz, the Ah-counter, and TM Lutfi Kakar 
was the listener who provided their reports 
when invited by the General Evaluator.

Other notable attendees were TM Jawed 
Ahmad and guests Qamar, Jee Shan, and 
Azhar. Lastly, AMUAQ Toastmasters for-
mer Founder President informed that AMU 
Alumni Association Qatar and Its sports 
and Toastmasters division started the Re-
public Day celebration with effect from 
January 15 and will end on January 31, 
2023, and awards will be distributed on the 
occasion of Qatar Sports Day. The celebra-
tion includes the activities like Badminton 
and Cricket matches, drawing, and speech 
contests.

The AMUAAQ is a non-profitable organ-
ization affiliated with ICBF under the aegis 
of the Embassy of India Qatar. The main 
purpose of AMUAAQ is to promote mutual 
understanding and amity amongst the peo-
ple. This is actively engaged in promoting 
Welfare, social, Health care, educational, 
sports, and professional activities in Doha 
and in India. 

AMU Alumni Toastmasters 
Club holds special meeting  

to mark Republic Day



FROM December 1, 2022, India 
assumed the G20 presidency 
for a year and will chair over 
200 meetings that aim to secure 
global economic growth and 

prosperity.
“Today, we do not need to fight for 

our survival – our era need not be one 
of war. Indeed, it must not be one,” 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said 
in a declaration published in Indian 
newspapers to mark the start of the 
G20 presidency.

Together, the G20 members rep-
resent more than 80% of the world’s 
GDP, 75% of international trade and 
60% of the world’s population.

India was handed over the presi-
dency of the influential bloc at the end 
of the two-day G20 summit in Bali, 
Indonesia. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi  
said India’s G20 presidency will be 
inclusive, ambitious, decisive, and ac-
tion oriented, noting that the country 
is taking the charge at a time when 
the world is grappling with geopoliti-
cal tensions, economic slowdown and 
rising food and energy prices.

1. The G20 presidency steers the 
G20 agenda for one year and hosts 
the leaders’ summit.

2. Other than an influence over 
the G20’s agenda, the presidency 
does not come with any formal power. 
But, the ‘influence’

can allow India to turn the discus-
sion in the directions it prefers. In 
other words, this is an opportunity for 
India to emerge

as a leader to solve some of the 
most pressing issues facing humanity 
today.

3. The bloc does not have a perma-
nent secretariat and the presidency is 
supported by the Troika – previous, 
current and

incoming presidency. During In-
dia’s presidency, the troika will com-
prise Indonesia, India and Brazil, re-
spectively.

4. Former foreign secretary Harsh 
V Shringla has been appointed as 
India’s chief G20 Coordinator at the 
secretary level. The G20 Secretariat 
will be responsible for implementa-
tion of overall policy decisions and 
arrangements needed for steering In-
dia’s presidency.

5. The G20 consists of two paral-
lel tracks: the Finance Track (led by 
finance ministers and central bank 
governors of the member countries) 
and the Sherpa Track (personal em-
issaries of the leaders). The Sherpas 
oversee negotiations over the course 
of the year, discussing agenda items 
for the summit and coordinating the 

substantive work of the G20. In addi-
tion, there are 10 Engagement Groups 
which bring together civil societies, 
parliamentarians, think tanks, wom-
en, youth, labour, businesses and re-
searchers of the G20 countries.

6. India’s G20 Sherpa will be for-
mer IAS official Amitabh Kant, who 
headed the NITI Aayog for six years.

7. “India believes that the G20 
countries must close ranks and work 
together. While the agenda and prior-
ities for the Presidency are still evolv-
ing, India is committed to focusing 
on issues of critical importance to the 
world,” said Kant, shedding light on 
PM Modi’s vision for the presidency.

8. The Centre said that India will, 
in the true spirit of Vasudhaiva Ku-

tumbakam (the world is one family), 
seek to find pragmatic global solu-
tions for the well-being of all.

9. Under India’s leadership, ac-
cording to Amitabh Kant, G20 na-
tions will look to find consensus on 
major challenges like a slowing global 
economy, a debt crisis that will im-
pact almost 70 countries, millions 
around the world slipping back into 
poverty due to Covid-19 and the ex-
istential climate crises. Through it 
leadership position, India may steer 
the G20 towards providing adequate 
finance to the ‘Global South’, keeping 
in line with climate justice.

10. A second key agenda item will 
be reforms in institutions like the 
World Bank, the International Mon-
etary Fund and the World Trade Or-
ganisation. The aim is to make them 
more attuned to the needs and aspira-
tions of developing economies.

COLLECTIVE LEADERSHIP
The Prime Minister has previously 

pointed out that the world is looking 
with hope towards collective leader-
ship whether it is G7, G20, G77 or 
the UN General Assembly. In such a 
situation India’s presidency of G20 
assumes a new significance.

He elaborated that India main-
tains close relations with developed 
countries on the one hand, and at the 
same time understands and expresses 
the views of developing countries very 
well. 

“It is on this basis that we will 
build the blueprint of our G20 Presi-
dency together with all the friends of 
the ‘Global South’ who have been In-
dia’s co-travellers on the path of de-
velopment for decades” he added.

The PM has highlighted India’s 
endeavour that there should be no 
first world or third world in the world, 
but only one world.

Furthering India’s vision and the 
common objective of bringing the 
whole world together for a better fu-
ture, the PM gave examples of One 
Sun, One World, One Grid which has 
been India’s clarion call for a revolu-
tion in the world of renewable energy, 
and the global health campaign of 
One Earth, One Health. 

He further added that India’s G20 
mantra is: One Earth, One Family, 
One Future. “It is these thoughts and 
values of India that pave the way for 
the welfare of the world ... I am sure, 
this event will not only be a memora-
ble one for India, but the future will 
also assess it as a momentous occa-
sion in the history of the world,” said 
the PM.

Brazil will take over the presiden-
cy after India.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has said that India’s 
G20 presidency will be  
inclusive, ambitious, deci-
sive, and action oriented, 
noting that the country is tak-
ing the charge at a time when 
the world is grappling with 
geopolitical tensions, eco-
nomic slowdown and rising 
food and energy prices

India assumes  
G20 presidency:  
What it means
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India recognised as  
pharmacy of the world:  

Finance Minister

With commissioning of INS Vagir, 
Navy gets third indigenously-made 

submarine in 24 months

INDIA supplies about 50 percent of all of 
Africa’s demand for generic medicine, 40 
percent of USA’s need for generic medi-
cine and 25 percent of the UK’s require-

ment of all medicines
India is recognised as the pharmacy of 

the world as the country produces global 
standard medicine at affordable cost, Un-
ion Finance and Corporate Affairs Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman has said.

India supplies about 50 per cent of all 
of Africa’s demand for generic medicine, 40 
per cent of USA’s need for generic medicine 
and 25 per cent of the UK’s requirement of 
all medicines, she said at the 35th annual 
convocation of The Tamil Nadu Dr MGR 
Medical University in Chennai.

Besides, she said India produces about 
60 per cent of global vaccines and 70 per 
cent of the World Health Organisation’s vac-
cines for essential immunisation schemes.

Talking about the COVID-19 vaccina-
tion programme undertaken by India, she 
said, “The Centre, along with 
state governments, executed 
vaccination at a rapid pace 
that by the time Omicron 
variant of Covid at-
tacked us, we were pre-
pared to face it... India 
could stand up to face 
the challenge because 
of the preparedness of 
a democratically-elected 
government.”

Many countries in the 
world, including 
China, which 
had obtained 
WHO ap-
proval for 
C O V I D 
v a c c i n e s 
much ear-

lier than India, are seeing resurgence of the 
pandemic, the Union minister said, adding 
that India, however, obtained WHO ap-
proval much later after repeated trials and 
scrutiny.

With regard to medical tourism, she 
said, it is estimated to be around USD 9 bil-
lion which makes it stand at 10th position 
in the Global Medical Tourism Index. 

Approximately two million patients 
visit India each year from 78 countries 
for medical, wellness and IVF treat-
ments, Sitharaman said.

INDIA NEWS NETWORK

INDIAN Navy’s fifth stealth Scorpene class 
Submarine INS Vagir was commissioned at 
the Naval Dockyard Mumbai on Monday.

The submarine, which has advanced 
stealth features and long range guided torpe-
does as well as anti-ship missiles, will be part 
of the Western Naval Command.

Vagir is the third submarine inducted into 
the Indian Navy in a short span of 24 months 
and marks another major milestone for Indi-
an Navy’s Project 75 and Make in India initia-
tive, the Ministry of Defence said.

It is the fifth of six Scorpene Class subma-
rines are being built in India by the Mazagon 
Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) Mumbai, 
under collaboration with M/s Naval Group, 
France.

The Scorpene submarines are extremely 
potent platforms, they have advanced stealth 
features and are also equipped with both long 
range guided torpedoes as well as anti-ship 
missiles. These submarine have a state of the 
art SONAR suite and sensor suite permitting 
outstanding operational capabilities.

Vagir was launched on 12 November 12, 
2020 and was delivered to Indian Navy on De-
cember 20, 2022 post completion of sea trials, 
giving it the distinction of having the lowest 

build time among all indigenously manufac-
tured submarines till date.

Speaking on the occasion, Chief of Naval 
Staff Admiral Karambir Singh stated that INS 
Vagir will give a significant fillip to the Indian 
Navy’s operational might and serve as a po-
tent deterrent for any adversary.

Highlighting that Vagir is the third sub-
marine inducted into the Navy in a short span 
of 24 months, he said, “This underscores the 
coming of age of India’s shipbuilding industry, 
and the maturing of our defence ecosystem. 
It is also a shining testimony to the expertise 
and experience of our shipyards to construct 
complex & complicated platforms and serves 
to reinforce Indian Navy’s unequivocal com-
mitment and steadfast resolve to be a fully 
‘AatmaNirbhar’ force by 2047”.

Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, 
Western Naval Command VAdm AB Singh, 
Chairman & Managing Director, MDL VAdm 
Narayan Prasad (Retd) and other senior civil 
& military officials of Ministry of Defence were 
present during the commissioning ceremony.

The crew of the erstwhile ‘Vagir’, a Rus-
sian-origin Foxtrot Class Submarine which 
was decommissioned in 2001, were special in-
vitees for the ceremony and the then commis-
sioning Commanding Officer RAdm K Raja 
Menon (Retd) was also present. 

 Union Finance and 
Corporate Affairs Minister  

Nirmala Sitharaman.



India’s buzzing economic activity  
belies fears of a slowdown

INDIA’S economy picked up 
speed in December as business 
conditions improved, marking 
a rebound for the South Asian 
nation that had shown signs of a 

slowdown the preceding month.
The needle indicating so-called 

animal spirits moved right after 
holding steady for five straight 
months — indicating stronger over-
all economic activity as 2022 drew 
to a close. Consumer spending 
boosted tax collection and manufac-
turers signalled optimism about the 
future, while the services sector saw 
the expansion of new businesses.

“While some may question the 
resilience of the Indian manufac-
turing industry in 2023 amid a de-
teriorating outlook for the global 
economy, manufacturers were 
strongly confident in their ability to 
lift production,” said Pollyanna De 
Lima, Economics Associate Director 
at S&P Global Market Intelligence.

EXPORTS
Exports fell 12.2 percent in De-

cember compared to a year ago, but 
at $34.5 billion were still at a three-
month high in value terms, data re-
leased by the trade ministry showed. 
Exports remain competitive despite 
global headwinds, Commerce Secre-
tary Sunil Barthwal said.

Imports fell 3.46% from the pre-
vi- o u s 

y e a r , 
nar-

rowing the trade gap for the second 
month to $23.76 billion. Moderat-
ing commodity prices and a broader 
weakening of the dollar have helped 
lower India’s import bill, but con-
tinued weakness in exports could 

hinder recovery from a record-
high current account gap seen 

during the July-September 
quarter.

CONSUMER ACTIVITY
Liquidity in the banking system 

tightened, and bank credit slowed to 
14.9 percent in December, from 17.2 
percent in November. The Reserve 
Bank of India’s 225 basis points 
increases dampened demand for 
housing, automobiles and consumer 
goods.

Still, double-digit loan growth 
was a vast improvement over the 
single-digit expansion observed be-
tween September 2019 and March 
2022.

Goods and services tax collec-
tion, which helps measure con-
sumption in the economy, rose 15 
percent. Revenue collection has 
stood at more than 1.4 trillion ru-
pees for 10 straight months. New 
vehicle registrations rose 8.2 per-
cent in the month, according to data 
from the Federation of Automobile 
Dealers.

MARKET SENTIMENT
Electricity consumption, a wide-

ly used proxy to measure demand in 
industrial and manufacturing sec-
tors, rose from the previous month. 
Peak demand at the end of Decem-
ber rose to 171 gigawatt from 162 
gigawatt a month ago. And India’s 
unemployment rate climbed to a 
16-month high of 8.3 percent as job 
creation failed to keep pace with a 
growing workforce.

Retail inflation for farm and 
rural workers sequentially eased 
to 6.38 per cent and 6.6 percent, 
respectively, in December 2022, 
mainly due to lower prices of certain 
food items.

“Point-topoint rate of inflation 
based on the CPIAL (consumer 
price index for agricultural workers) 
and CPI-RL (rural workers) stood at 
6.38 per cent & 6.60 per cent in De-
cember 2022 compared to 6.87 per 
cent & 6.99 per cent, respectively, in 
November 2022, and 4.78 per cent 
and 5.03 per cent, respectively, dur-
ing the corresponding month (De-
cember 2021) of the previous year,” 
a labour ministry statement said.

Similarly, it stated that food in-
flation stood at 5.89 per cent and 

5.76 percent in December 2022 
compared to 6.19 per cent and 6.05 
per cent, respectively, in November 
2022. It was 2.99 percent and 3.17 
percent, respectively, during the 
corresponding month of the previ-
ous year.

The all-India Consumer Price 
Index Number for Agricultural 
Labourers for December 2022 re-
mained stationary at 1,167 points 
and for rural labourers increased by 
1 point to stand at 1,179.

The CPI-AL was at 1,167 points 
in November 2022, while CPI-RL 
was at 1,178 points in the previous 
month. The maximum upward pres-
sure on the general index of agricul-
tural labourers and rural labourers 
came from the miscellaneous group 
to the extent of 0.91 and 0.93 points, 
respectively, mainly due to increas-
es in prices of medicine, barber 
charges, bus fare, etc.

The rise/fall in the index varied 
from state to state. In the case of ag-
ricultural labourers, it recorded an 
increase of 1 to 7 points in 9 states 
and a decrease of 1 to 9 points in 11 
States. Tamil Nadu with 1350 points 
topped the index table whereas 
Himachal Pradesh with 911 points 
stood at the bottom. In the case of 
rural labourers, it recorded an in-
crease of 1 to 8 points in 9 states 
and a decrease of 2 to 9 points in 11 
states.

Tamil Nadu with 1338 points 
topped the index table whereas 
Himachal Pradesh with 961 points 
stood at the bottom. Amongst 
states, the maximum increase in 
the Consumer Price Index Number 
for agricultural labourers was ex-
perienced by Rajasthan (7 points) 
and for rural labourers by Kerala 
(8 points), mainly due to a rise in 
the prices of wheat-atta, jowar, ba-
jra, maize, fish fresh, chillies dry, 
firewood, etc.

On the contrary, the maximum 
decrease in the consumer price 
index numbers for agricultural la-
bourers and rural labourers was 
experienced by Manipur (9 points), 
mainly due to a fall in the prices of 
pulses, fish-fresh, poultry, vegeta-
bles and fruits, etc.

INDIA NEWS NETWORK 

INDIA’S first nasal vaccine iNCO-
VACC (BBV154) is set to be made 
available in the nation as a booster 
dosage soon.

The Central Drugs Stand-
ard Control Organization (CDSCO) 
granted vaccine manufacturer Bharat 
Biotech the business permission to 
employ heterologous booster dosages 
of iNCOVACC earlier this month.

According to a statement from 
Bharat Biotech, the vaccine, which is 
now offered on CoWin, is priced at Rs 
800 for private markets and Rs 325 
for delivery to the federal and state 
governments.

The manufacturer describes iN-
COVACC as a recombinant adeno-
virus-vectored vaccination with a 
pre-fusion-stabilized SARS-CoV-2 
spike protein. Clinical studies for this 

vaccine candidate were conducted in 
stages I, II, and III, with positive out-
comes.

The vaccine’s formulation enables 
intranasal administration through 
nasal drops. The nasal delivery meth-

od was created and developed to be 
affordable in Low- and Middle-In-
come Countries (LMICs).

As quoted in the statement, the 
Executive Chairman of Bharat Bio-
tech, Dr. Krishna Ella, said, “We 

have achieved the goals we set for 
ourselves during this pandemic. We 
have developed COVAXIN and iN-
COVACC, two COVID vaccines from 
two different platforms, with two dif-
ferent delivery systems.”

 “The vectored intra-nasal de-
livery platform gives us the capabil-
ity for rapid product development, 
scale-up, easy and painless immuni-
zation during public health emergen-
cies and pandemics,” he added.

He expressed his gratitude for 
their assistance and direction to the 
Ministry of Health, CDSCO, Depart-
ment of Biotechnology, Government 
of India, Technology Development 
Board, and Washington University in 
St. Louis.

Bharat Biotech’s iNCOVACC will 
be the country of India’s first needle-
free booster shot. According to the 
company’s statement, India will now 
have additional alternatives when it 
comes to third doses or precaution-
ary dosages.

iNCOVACC was tested in clinical 
studies as a primary dosage schedule 
and as a heterologous booster dose 
for patients who had already received 
two doses of the two COVID vaccines 
that are often used in India. It went 
on to say that iNCOVACC is stable at 
2–8 °C for simple distribution 

Bharat Biotech’s nasal COVID-19 vaccine 
iNCOVACC now available on CoWin

iNCOVACC is India’s first 
nasal vaccine for COVID-19

Consumer spending 
boosted tax collection 
and manufacturers  
signaled optimism 
about the future
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PRIME Minister Narendra Modi on 
January 13 flagged off the world’s 
longest river cruise, MV Ganga Vilas 
in Varanasi. 

MV Ganga Vilas began its jour-
ney from Varanasi, PM Modi’s constituen-
cy. It will sail around 3,200 km in 51 days 
to reach Dibrugarh in Assam via Bangla-
desh, traversing across 27 river systems in 
the two countries.

“The beginning of the world’s long-
est river cruise service on river Ganga is 
a landmark moment. It will herald a new 
age of tourism in India,” PM Narendra 
Modi said.

“Today, foundation stones have been 
laid for several other inland waterways 
projects worth more than Rs 1000 crores. 
This will expand trade and tourism and 
employment opportunities in eastern In-
dia,” he added.

PM Modi also inaugurated a ‘Tent City’ 
on the banks of the Ganga river in Vara-
nasi today via video conferencing.

According to an official statement, the 
cruise will undertake a 51-day journey, 
with visits to 50 tourist spots, including 
World Heritage Sights, National Parks, 
river Ghats, and major cities like Patna in 

Bihar, Sahibganj in Jharkhand, Kolkata 
in West Bengal, Dhaka in Bangladesh and 
Guwahati in Assam.

The cruise will have a capacity of 80 
passengers with 18 suites.

The Ganga Vilas Luxury Cruise will 
pass through Bangladesh and will go to 
Dibrugarh along the Brahmaputra river in 
Assam.

On the 51-day journey, the cruise will 
pass through a total of five states in India 

and Bangladesh.
A distance of more than 3,200 kms will 

be covered by the cruise.
The cruise will pass through a total of 

27 river systems of UP, Bihar, West Ben-
gal, Bangladesh, and Assam. It will also 
cover three major rivers - Ganga, Meghna 
and Brahmaputra.

The cruise will enter the Bhagirathi, 
Hooghly, Bidyavati, Malata, and Sundar-
bans river systems in Bengal.

In Bangladesh, it will pass through 
Meghna, Padma, and Jamuna in Bangla-
desh and then enter the Brahmaputra in 
Assam.

The tickets for Ganga Vilas Luxury 
Cruise can be booked through the official 
website of the company that operates the 
cruise.

Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and 
Waterways Ayush Sarbananda Sonowal 
confirmed the per day per person charge 
on the cruise is Rs 24,692.25 ($300).

The fare is the same for Indians and 
foreigners, Sonowal said as he spoke to re-
porters in Guwahati on Monday.

For the complete 51 days, the cruise 
ticket will cost more than Rs 12.59 lakh 
($15300), he said. 

MV Ganga Vilas began 
its journey from Varanasi, 
PM Modi’s constituency. 
It will sail around 3,200 
km in 51 days to reach 
Dibrugarh in Assam via 
Bangladesh, traversing 
across 27 river systems 
in the two countries.

PM Modi flags off world’s longest 
 river cruise MV Ganga Vilas

MV GANGA VILAS:  
All you need to know

Operated by Antara Cruises, MV Ganga Vilas will trav-
erse 3,200km through five states in India and parts 
of Bangladesh over 51 days. It will begin its journey 

from Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh and reach Dibrugarh in As-
sam via Bangladesh.

The vessel with three decks is 62 metres wide and 12 
metres in breadth.

Besides connecting National Waterway 1 (NW1) which 
includes Ganga and National Waterway 2 (NW2) on Brah-
maputra, the cruise will cross 27 river systems.

It has 18 suites on board with a capacity of 36 tour-
ists, with all the luxury amenities. The suites have sooth-
ing interiors, furnished with numerous amenities such as 
French balconies, LED TVs, safes, smoke detectors, and 
convertible beds, according to a UP tourism department 
official.

The cruise ship also has a 40-seater restaurant on 
the main deck, a spa, and a sun deck. The upper deck 
features a bar.

The 51 days cruise is planned with visits to 50 tourist 
spots including World Heritage Sites, National Parks, River 
Ghats, and major cities like Patna in Bihar, Sahibganj in 
Jharkhand, Kolkata in West Bengal, Dhaka in Bangladesh 
and Guwahati in Assam.

Sonowal said the journey will give foreign tourists an 
opportunity to embark upon an experiential voyage and 
indulge in the art, culture, history, and spirituality of India 
and Bangladesh.

The maiden voyage has 32 tourists from Switzerland 
signing up for the entire length of the journey.

The cruise was to reach Varanasi on January 6 but 
weather conditions and poor visibility meant that it reached 
Ghazipur, 65km from Varanasi, on January 8.

The tourists were taken to the tomb of Lord Cornwallis 
in Ghazipur, the Ganga Aarti at the Dashashwamedh Ghat, 
and the newly renovated Kashi Vishwanath corridor. 
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WITH weather as great 
as this, there’s only 
one thing to do - enjoy 
it! If you’re looking to 
make the most of this 

season and get outdoors, Taw-
feeq Travel has two great win-
ter activities lined up for you 
right now. 

Set sail on the Arabian Gulf 
by climbing aboard the Italian 
cruise ship ‘Costa Toscana’, the 
flagship vessel of Costa Cruises. 
On its maiden tour of the Ara-
bian Gulf, the vessel docked at 
Doha port on the 15th Janu-
ary, marking its first visit to the 
State of Qatar. 

Residents of Qatar now 
have the amazing opportu-
nity to set sail on this remark-
able ship for the very first time 
through the exciting packages 
offered by Tawfeeq Travel. 
With a grand capacity of 6500 
passengers and featuring its 
own waterpark, 13 swimming 
pools and hot tubs, 13 restau-
rants and 19 entertainment 
lounges, the ship truly lives up 
to the tag of ‘remarkable’.

Sign up for the 7-night Mid-
dle East package and cruise 
along the beautiful gulf coast-
line with packages starting 
from just QR1,600 per person. 
With day stops in UAE and 
Oman as well, you can explore 
more than just the sea! 

Or, if you’re looking for a 
shorter excursion, how about 
a day spent at a desert beach 
camp? Part of the Tawfeeq Trav-
el Group and newly launched in 
partnership with Sealine Beach 
Resort, this exciting camp of-

fers the unique experience of 
being able to enjoy both the de-
sert and sea together. Whether 
you’re a couple, a family with 
kids, or a group of friends, the 
bedouin style camp has some-
thing for everyone and for every 
occasion! 

Complete with relaxing 
tents, desert safaris, campfire 
pits, sand dune bashing as well 
beach access with water sports, 
it is the perfect setting for just 
a fun day out with family and 
friends, and for large parties 
and events too. If the activi-
ties weren’t enough, guests can 
also enjoy the delicious buffet 
and live BBQ stations for both 
lunch and dinner. So, what are 
you waiting for? Make your way 
over to Sealine Beach, head to 
the camp and enjoy the cool 
breeze and lush waters in style.

About Tawfeeq Travel
Established in 2009, 

Tawfeeq Travel Group is an 
award-winning, Qatari-owned 
enterprise which has swiftly 
emerged as one of the leading 
companies in the industry and 
one of Qatar’s most trusted 
travel advisors. Our mission is 
to help customers by simplify-
ing their travel planning and 
making travel delightful. With 
over 13 years of experience in 
crafting the perfect vacations 
and experiences, we connect 
people with destinations in the 
most seamless way possible. 
We operate on the core values 
of Simplicity, Integrity, Inno-
vation and Superior Customer 
Service. 

Plan your next break  
with Tawfeeq Travel
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Al Zaman Exchange  
remains committed to  

provide quality services

ESTABLISHED in 1978, Al Zaman Ex-
change WLL has been a pioneer in provid-
ing foreign currency exchange and remit-

tance services in Qatar.
We are fast becoming a brand name in the 

exchange industry and believe in providing 
utmost services. From a humble beginning of 
just one branch, we now have 17 branches at 
primes locations across Qatar. We are com-
mitted to providing our customers with best 
exchange rates and quality services.

We have introduced customers with digi-
tal platform for online remittance ‘Al Zaman 
Mobile Money’ & ‘Al Zaman Remit’ allowing 
our customers to remit money in the comfort 
of their homes with a 24/7 customer support 
team.

We  joined our hands in making FIFA WC 
2022 a grand success. We opened 10 tempo-
rary branches at different FIFA Fan Zones to 

cater to the needs of fans and other customers. 
We also opened mobile branches during FIFA 
WC 2022, which was first of its kind in Qatar. 
We rendered services to customers through 
these branches day and night in addition to 
our existing 17 branches. All the branches 
were arranged with a separate counter exclu-
sively for Hayya card holders. Many of our 
staff members were also among the volunteers 
for the FIFA WC 2022 and we provided full 
support to them to provide best services. 

In view of the World Cup, Al Zaman Ex-
change, in partnership with Transfast, we 
introduced a new promotion Shoot & Win 
Golden Ball, exclusively for the Al Zaman Mo-
bile money app and online customers, where 
one lucky winner stands a chance to win 50 
gm golden ball and 30 winners can win 10 gm 
gold bars each. The promotion period is from 
20/12/2022 to 20/03/2023. 

DPS-Monarch  
International School: 

Education with a difference
EVERY great thing has a 

humble beginning. As it 
resonates and in tracing 

the journey of DPS Monarch 
International school’s legacy, 
it was indeed from a very 
modest twitch. The school 
was incepted by the great vi-
sionaries in the year 2019 and 
has come a successful way of 
four academic years and has 
been growing from strength 
to strength. As evidence the 
enrollment has an upward 
trend, reaching over three 
thousand plus students re-
spectively   from KG to Grade 
11,adding more and more 
parents, well-wishers flock to 
its temple of learning.

The school imparts CBSE 
curriculum, in its content, 
design, implementation, as-
sessment and policies and 
cultivate global citizenship 
and student achievement. 
The school’s Vision and mis-
sion demonstrates a clear 
commitment to fostering de-
sirable traits, where students 
add value to the community 
and make this earth a better 
place to live in. As education 
with a difference is its motto 
and has been strategically 
missioned towards creating 
technologically driven learn-
ing excellence in par with 
international benchmarks 
and in congruence with the 
policies of National Council 
for Educational Research and 
Training.

In collaboration with FI-
ITJEE the school provides 
an integrated school program 
for grade VI to XI caters to 
all school examinations/ Ol-
ympiads/ exams OM, NSO. 
IOS, IBT-MATHS, IBT- SCI-
ENCE, NSTSE, SHASTRA 
PRATIBHA, SHASTRA PRA-
DARSHAN, DPS SMTE, PTE 
& NTSE.

CISCO ACADEMY in col-
laboration with the school 
is another milestone to im-
part advanced knowledge 
in PCAP: Programming Es-
sentials in Python, Python 
Programming for Raspberry 
Pie. To help students in mak-
ing informed career choice 
the school organized three 
Stream Selection and Career 
orientation workshops for 
the parents and students of 
Grade 9 and 10 with Psycho-
metric Assessments for evi-
dence-based support.  

In par with the futuristic 
vision as a technology driven 
school and an innovation 
hub, DPS Monarch school 
has set up the ‘Nextbrain Lab’ 
a high-tech Robotics Labora-
tory to promote design and 
innovation thinking among 
young Monarchians. The lab 

is a powerful STEM learning 
solution for students and also 
an exciting platform which 
provides general function-
ing of a robot and eventu-
ally to design machines that 
can help and assist humans. 
DPS Monarch International 
School emerged in suggest-
ing a green framework for 
e-waste handling by creating 
‘MoTaz’- The Proud and Pow-
erful, a sculpture of human-
oid Robot, which defines the 
need of green manufacturing 
in support to United Nations 
Sustainable Development 
Goals 2030 and Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030.

Hard work, dedication, 
and Perseverance in every 
sphere of the school have to-
gether contributed for a lot of 
achievements that the school 
can always be feel proud of. 
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DPS Modern Indian School 
continues to carve a better 

future for its students

MIE-SPPU: All set to change 
the learning landscape of 
higher education in Qatar

DPS Modern Indian School, 
Doha, Qatar affiliated to the 
CBSE Board, New Delhi was 
established in 2001 with the 
aim of imparting child-centric, 
quality education in an inclu-
sive learning environment.

The school upholds tradi-
tional values while adopting 
modern infrastructure and 
pedagogies. Primarily cater-
ing to the expatriate commu-
nity of Qatar, the institution 
has a unique representation of 
students from 31 nationalities 
and can truly be called a small 
world in itself.

Students having diverse 
backgrounds, carrying unique 
streaks of values, traditions 
and cultures enter the por-
tals of our learning commu-
nity and work collaboratively 
to achieve their goals. We 
emanate and sprinkle an at-
mosphere where each child 
receives love, dignity and ac-
ceptance. From a humble be-
ginning with an approximately 
200 students, today the school 
houses approximately 5,500 
students and 300 plus teach-
ing staff. 

We have successfully com-
pleted the journey of 20 years 
of excellence in education and 
are marching ahead with our 
vision to metamorphose the 
young minds into humble, ar-
ticulate and responsible global 
citizens.

Our school has always 
been among the topmost 
CBSE Schools not only in Qa-
tar but the entire Gulf Region. 
The exemplary results and the 
constant high school averages 
in the Board exams for the 
past 9 years are the testimony 
of the dedication, persistence 
and perseverance of our team 
of teachers, inspirational lead-
ership and visionary school 
management.

In the recently concluded 
35th CBSE Gulf Sahodaya 
Principals’ Conference, the 
school has received the award 
of academic excellence for the 
9th consecutive year.

The performance of the 
wunderkids of DPS-Modern 
Indian School is appreciated 
and applauded in every cul-
tural, literary or sports inter-
school competitions they 
participate in at national or 
international level. We are the 
champions in Qatar Debate, 
proud recipient of QEERI 
Young Innovator Award and 
National Award Winner in 
SIQF-National Science Chil-
dren Congress etc. The excel-
lent results in all benchmark 
examinations, PISA, TIMS PI-
RLS etc. bear testimony to the 
fact that the school is fiercely 
committed to pursue excel-

lence in all the fields and pro-
vides learner friendly atmos-
phere to its students. 

The school promotes digi-
tal literacy and uses advanced 
digital solutions to provide the 
most suitable learning envi-
ronment. 

DPS-Modern Indian 
School is among those distinct 
fraternities that promotes in-
clusion and is focused on pro-
viding a nurturing environ-
ment for students with special 
needs.  With many such ac-
colades and achievements, 
DPS Modern Indian School 
continues  to soar high, proud, 
and resolute in upholding its 
legacy  and carving  a better 
future for  its students.

(MS ASNA NAFEES, PRIN-
CIPAL,  DPS-MODERN INDIAN 

SCHOOL, DOHA,QATAR)

MIE-SPPU Institute of Higher Education 
has completed one academic year after 
its successful launch in Doha in Sep-

tember 2021, Qatar, which is in collaboration 
with, Savitribai Phule Pune University or also 
known as Pune University’s offshore campus 
in Qatar is now all set to change the learning 
landscape of higher education in Qatar. 

Milestone International Education (MIE) 
and Savitribai Phule Pune University (SPPU), 
the two collaborative partners have set a glob-
al standard curriculum for higher education. 

Currently, students of this campus are 
enrolled in four different programs, namely, 
Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Commerce, 
Bachelor of Business Administration and 
Bachelor of Science. 

The sizeable community of students repre-
senting 18 nationalities has come from hetero-
geneous background and constitutes a vibrant 
academic ecosystem. 

The students are facilitated with e-re-

source center having remote access to SPPU 
library and other facilities. In the last one year, 
the students and teachers have undertaken 
several outreach programs and in-house co-
curricular activities, like Panel discussions on 
Qatar Vision 2030, Beach clean-up operation 
in Doha, Cancer awareness, Mental health, 
Yoga-day and so on.

The patrons and members of the manage-
ment of MIE-SPPU have a vision of making 
this campus a transformational hub of higher 
education exploring new avenues to provide 
local and expatriate students with all possible 
futuristic opportunities. 

MIE-SPPU has adopted a  ‘student-cen-
tric’ education policy with a conviction for 
shaping one’s career, it is important to pro-
vide the right foundation and training. Two 
new courses B. Ed and Ex. MBA are under the 
Education Ministry’s approval and likely to 
start enrolling potential candidates for forth-
coming academic year 2023-24.
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ON 20th August 2002, with 
the Inauguration of Skills 
Development Center a new 
taste of culture and art was 
introduced to limited space 

of extra-curricular activities in Qa-
tar. 

Enriched by the visions of 
the noted philanthropist Mr PN 
Baburajan, along with his team SDC 
(as it is popularly known), came into 
being as the only professional insti-
tution in this country that teaches 
Indian Classical Dance, Carnatic 
and Hindustani Music and Fine 
Arts by working in the legal domain 
and quality assessment frame work. 

Set up with an intent much 
above that of a business, the in-
stitute scores equally high at all 
spheres.

Founder Mr PN Baburajan is 
an inspiration to philanthropy, well 
recognized in the community as an 
inseparable segment of all social 
causes and yet being an artist at 
heart and a culture-oriented soul. 

In his noble endeavor, he was 
further joined by Mr Vijay Kumar 
and Mr AK Jaleel as new promotors, 
who share similar passion and zeal 
in their vision. Their collective vi-
sion was to preserve the art and cul-
ture, through proactively catalyzing 
growth of rich Indian tradition by 
inculcating the ideas of empower-
ing creativity and advancements 
through leadership in professional 
education with concern for social 
and human values. To make SDC an 
amalgamation of service, culture, 
art and values and as an exemplary 
example of tradition and innova-
tion enhancing one’s talents and 
knowledge at an affordable cost.

The distinctive Mission of SDC 
literally speaks volumes: “Dedi-
cated to preserving and promoting 
the ancient Indian art forms and to 
continue providing quality educa-
tion in Indian tradition & culture 
through the performing arts of vo-
cal and instrumental music, classi-

cal and folk dances, and Performing 
Arts and Fine Arts valuing moder-
nity art & dance forms.” 

SDC is providing personality 
development courses and fitness-
oriented courses as well. Innumer-
able students from all age groups 
for learning Karate, Yoga and Zum-
ba speaks volume and add another 
tangent to the growing universe of 
SDC.

Skills Development Centre 
equally amazes the people from all 
walks of life with its humongous 
goodwill and stature. It is intended 
to use the social virtue of music for 
the betterment of our students and 
to make them socially valuable per-
sonalities. Indian musical culture 
always cherished a sublime vision 
about this. Indian music always en-
visages in the refinement of one’s 
personality ultimately achieving the 
bliss of harmony, and we at SDC, 
strongly believing in this aspect of 
human growth.

To spread its services best to the 

community, to meet with the grow-
ing demand of students and fami-
lies, a new annexure has been built 
close to the existing facility, consid-
ering their convenience.

Currently at SDC, the students 
are offered specialization in a va-
riety of Indian classical and folk 
dance forms, classical music (vocal 
and instrumental), contemporary 
dance forms and music, fine arts, 
karate, yoga and personality devel-
opment. SDC is committed to give 
enlightenment in Indian Music in 
all its traditional purity and sys-
tematic perfection. Each class has 
a well-defined syllabus for skillful 
progression to improve confidence, 
focus, concentration, team spirit, 
positive thinking, discipline, all 
round development, fitness posture 
and body language. Able guidance 
will be provided to the students by 
a committed faculty. Each student 
will be given individual care and 
attention, which will suit to his/
her individual talent. SDC has thus 

become in abbreviation, motto and 
complete essence “The Centre for 
Fine arts & Performing Arts” in 
Doha.

SDC welcomes students from 
diverse national and international 
backgrounds that demonstrate a 
high level of potential and passion 
for the courses and classes offered. 
Offering a place where people can 
learn professional arts, meet new 
people, have fun and feel comfort-
able during their training.

In the vibrant atmosphere at the 
college we support a policy of open 
communication creating a unique 
working environment producing 
positive, versatile, communicative, 
young professional performers. 
We encourage students willing to 
en route their chosen art forms as 
professional careers by assigning 
highly renowned, able and efficient 
panel of teachers in various fields 
of art to guide the students on their 
professional tracks.

Skills in its own capacity has 

been secularly promoting intel-
lectual and cultural interactions 
amongst the Qatari Nationals and 
expatriates from various countries 
residing in Qatar, through provid-
ing a reputed platform for per-
forming in various arenas of litera-
ture, art and culture. Our enabling 
courses giving everyone of all ages 
the chance to train and perform at 
their best. 

The students are provided with 
ample opportunities to perform 
in front of encouraging audiences 
consisting of parents, friends and 
well-wishers. Events are arranged 
annually at the Centre in addition 
to stage programs for Qatar Nation-
al Day, Indian Independence Day, 
Republic Day, various Indian and 
local festival days and other days of 
national and International impor-
tance throughout the year.

Host of activities such as draw-
ing competitions, quiz contests, 
singing and dance step-ups, there 
wouldn’t be much of a race in the 
field of art and culture at which 
one may find SDC not providing a 
podium to perform or a canvas to 
sketch.

Unique strength that makes 
SDC special is that our students 
vary from the age group of 5 to 65, 
bridging the common interest of 
three generations or more and at 
reasonably affordable cost. Because 
more than an institute, Skills Devel-
opment Center has become a home 
to some who teach, some who learn 
and some who are fond of the spirit 
within this organization. We call it a 
family, “The SDC Family” - a family 
that ignites and promotes passion 
for art and culture.

We will never relax on our glo-
ries, rather we promise to march 
forward with steady steps in ex-
panding the true knowledge of cul-
ture, value and our traditions in the 
days to come!

We welcome you at Skill Devel-
opment Center -SDC!

Skills Development Center: A family that 
promotes passion for art & culture
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important Indian space  
exploration milestones in 2022

India further bolstered its reputation 
as a spacefaring superpower

SETHU PRADEEP 

INDIA Space Missions 2022: The year that 
went by was a truly momentous one for 
space exploration. Not only did we wit-
ness NASA complete the Artemis 1 mis-
sion to put humanity back on the Moon, 

but we were also treated to unprecedented 
views into the universe by the James Webb 
Space Telescope. 2022 also saw India bolster 
its credentials as a spacefaring superpower.

The Indian Space Research Organisa-
tion marked its first entry into commercial 
satellite launches using its Launch Vehicle 
Mark III (LVM3) rocket, earlier known as 
the GSLV-MK3. It also completed the maiden 
flight of its Small Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(SSLV), but it was a bittersweet experience, 
as the rocket injected three satellites into the 
wrong orbit due to a sensor failure, meaning 
the mission was only a partial success.

Private space technology companies in 
India also had a great year. Hyderabad-based 
Skyroot Aerospace’s Prarambh mission saw 
India’s maiden launch of a privately-built 
satellite vehicle. Chennai-based Agnikul Cos-
mos successfully completed the test-firing of 
its Agnikul launch vehicle, the world’s first 
single-piece 3D-printed rocket engine. Here’s 
a list of the four most important moments in 
Indian space exploration in 2022.

Maiden flight of ISRO’s SSLV
ISRO’s first launch of the SSLV satellite 

was an important milestone for the organisa-
tion. Small satellites deployed in a low-Earth 
orbit have become increasingly popular over 
the years. According to Allied Market Re-
search, the global small satellite market will 
reach $13.7 billion by 2023.

The SSLV was designed with this market 
in mind. It uses three solid fuel-based stages 
and a liquid fuel-based velocity trimming 
module (VTM) to place the satellites in or-
bit with the quick turnaround time required 
for commercial launches. According to ISRO 
chairperson S Somanath, the vehicle can be 
integrated in two days and tested in two days. 
After that, rehearsal and launch can be con-
ducted in the next two days, meaning that 
launch using the vehicle can be carried out 
within a week.

On August 8, this year, the SSLV-D1 mis-
sion successfully blasted off. But this was 
followed by silence from the mission control 
room due to some data losses in the terminal 
phases of the mission. It was then discovered 
that the satellites were placed into an ellipti-
cal orbit instead of a circular one, rendering 
them useless.

“SSLV-D1 placed the satellites into 356 
km x 76 km elliptical orbit instead of 356 km 
circular orbit. Satellites are no longer usable. 
Issue is reasonably identified. Failure of a 
logic to identify a sensor failure and go for a 
salvage action caused the deviation. A com-
mittee would analyse and recommend. With 
the implementation of the recommendations, 
ISRO will come back soon with SSLV-D2,” 
said a statement from ISRO at the time.

The mission was carrying EOS-02, an In-
dian Earth Observation Satellite that weighs 
145 kilograms, and AzaadiSat, which was 
made by 750 school girls to celebrate 75 years 
of independence under the SpaceKidz India 
initiative. The AzaadiSat weighed eight kilo-
grams.

Despite rendering these satellites useless, 
the mission is still termed partial success, 
because it helped the space agency test many 
new elements that were incorporated into the 
rocket, including the hardware, propulsion 
stages, aerodynamic designs, new generation 
electronics, control systems, separation sys-
tems and the entire architecture of the rocket.

LVM3’s first commercial mission
It was not all disappointment for ISRO 

in 2022. The space agency’s heaviest rocket, 
the LVM3, successfully injected 36 broad-
band satellites for the UK-based satellite in-

ternet company OneWeb. The first 
commercial launch for LVM3 was 
a complex mission that marked 
many firsts for ISRO.

It was also the first time LVM3 
carried multiple satellites and 
launched them into orbit. The 
5.8-tonne payload was also the 
heaviest ISRO had ever launched. 
LVM3 took off after midnight 
on October 23 from the second 
launchpad of the Sriharikota 
spaceport and successfully 
placed 16 satellites into orbit, 
while also ensuring they won’t 
collide. Before this, LVM3 had 
three successful flights—two 
development flights and the 
launch of Chandrayaan 2.

The importance of 
LVM3’s successful streak of 
launches goes beyond just 
establishing India as a se-
rious commercial satellite 
launch player. ISRO is cur-
rently working on human-
rating the launch vehicle 
and plans to carry Indian 
astronauts into space dur-
ing the Gaganyaan mis-
sion. The Gaganyaan mis-
sion will make India the 
fourth country to launch 
crewed spacecraft, after 
the United States, Rus-
sia and China.

Vikram S launch

Skyroot Aerospace completed the 
first private rocket launch of the country 
when the company’s Vikram-S rocket 
lifted off from the Sriharikota launch-
pad at 11.30 AM on November 18. The 
launch was a sub-orbital one, with the 
spacecraft travelling slower than or-
bital velocity. This meant the space-
craft reached outer space, but did not 
remain in orbit around the Earth. 
The spaceflight lasted less than five 
minutes.

Vikram-S is a single-stage solid 
fuel rocket designed to test systems 
and processes for the company’s 
Vikram-1 rocket launch, sched-
uled for 2023. Vikram-1 is a 
much larger launch vehicle that 
will be used to conduct orbital 
flights. The series of rockets 
is named after Vikram Sarab-
hai, the founder of the Indian 
space program.

The engine used in the 
launch pays homage to an-
other Indian space scien-
tist—APJ Abdul Kalam—
and is named “Kalam-80”. 
It was one of the crucial 
components monitored by 
Skyroot during the launch. 
The core structure of 

Vikram-S was made using carbon compos-
ites, and the thrusters used for spin stability 
were 3D-printed.

The launch of Vikram-S paves the way for 
Indian private space companies to take on 
some of the work ISRO has done in the past, 
like satellite launches. This is part of a larger 
global trend, with companies like SpaceX, 
Rocket Lab and Blue Origin conducting mul-
tiple successful launches of their own rockets.

First 3D-printed single-piece rocket engine
Skyroot is not the only trailblazing In-

dian space tech startup. In November this 
year, Chennai-based Agnikul successfully 
completed the test firing of Agnilet—the 
company’s 3D-printed rocket engine—at 
the Vikram Sarabhai Space Center in Thiru-
vananthapuram. According to the company, 
Agnilet is the world’s first single-piece 3D-
printed rocket engine. It is designed to carry 
Agnibaan—the company’s planned small sat-
ellite launch vehicle currently under develop-
ment—and payloads of up to 300 kilograms 
to a low-Earth orbit.

Agnilet is a “semi-cryogenic” rocket en-
gine powered by a mixture of liquid kerosene 
at room temperature and supercold liquid ox-
ygen. In a November interview with indian-
express.com, Agnikul, co-founder and CEO, 
explained that “3D printing is a sweet spot 
for launch vehicles” because it can be used to 
manufacture multiple iterations of complex 
and customised designs, speeding up the re-
search and development process.

In November, the company also inau-
gurated India’s first private launchpad and 
mission control centre at the Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre in Sriharikota. The launchpad 
is designed to accommodate and support 
liquid-stage controlled launches, and is four 
kilometres away from the mission control 
centre. Agnikul plans to launch the Agnibaan 
rocket from this facility in the near future.

But of course, validating and testing the 
engine is just one step towards the launch. 
The rocket’s other systems, like avionics 
packages and navigation systems, also need 
to be tested and validated. On its first launch, 
the rocket will only carry payloads designed 
to test its systems.

Vikram S
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Qatar International Electrical 
Company WLL. (QIECO), driv-
en by experienced technocrats 
is an organization specialized 

in design, supply, implementation and 
support of advanced ‘smart’ solutions 
in power, telecom, data, healthcare 
and construction sectors in Qatar’s 
thriving economy for more than a 
decade. Some of our key solutions are 

Substation Transformers, UPS, Gen-
erators, Lighting, Earthing Material, 
Cable Containment, Access Control, 
Public Address Systems, Busways and 
Hospital Bedhead Units.

QIECO represents top end niche 
manufacturers from Europe, U.S.A. 
and Far East offering designer yet 
user-friendly solutions with state-of-art 
technology in afore mentioned fields.

We are ‘Total Solution Provider’, ad-
vising our esteemed clientele on the op-
timum utilization of their valued resourc-
es. QIECO name itself is a guarantee of 
our commitment of ensuring customer 
satisfaction. Our ultimate mission is to 
combine comfort, safety, elegance and 
efficiency while leaving legacy of greener 
earth for our future generations.

QIECO represents top end niche 
manufacturers from Europe, USA and 
Far East offering designer yet user-
friendly solutions with state-of-art 
technology. Our network of selective, 
carefully evaluated, trained and moni-

tored system integrators design and 
execute these unique solutions within 
given limitations to your delight. Our 
ultimate mission is to combine com-
fort, safety, elegance and efficiency 
while leaving legacy of greener earth 
for our future generations.

Our Products and Solutions:
Power, Transmission & Distribution
n Distribution Transformers upto 
1600KVA
n Power Transformers upto 30MVA
n Package Substation, Ring Main Unit
n Generator, Feeder Pillar  
n Cubical panels, Cable Joints & Ter-
mination KIT
n Submain Boards, Street Light Cutouts

Extra High Voltage Division
n UPS System with Industrial / Com-

mercial Batteries 
n 11KV Switchgears
n 110V DC Substation Chargers, AC 
UPS Systems with Industrial Batteries
n 30V & 48V Chargers with Batteries 

Extra Low Voltage – PREMIER SE-
CURITY EQUIPMENT & SERVICES 
CO. 
n Public Address System for Rail-
ways, Airport, Highways, Causeways & 
Industries
n Weather/Fire Proof Emergency Call 
Pillars for Highways, Railways
n Intercom / Paging Systems
n CCTV system
www.premierqatar.net 

Lighting Solutions
n All Types of Lighting Poles
n High Masts, Raising & Lowering Sys-

tem, Decorative Lighting Poles etc. 
n All Types of Indoor & Out door Light, 
Street Light Fixtures, Wall Lighting 
Façade Light etc.

Thermal Insulation Solution For 
HVAC & R 
n Duralfex XLPE/IXPE foam insulation 
developed after continuous and un-
derstanding the needs of the chang-
ing demands of the new generation 
equipment solution.
n Duraflex is Chemically and Physi-
cally (Irradiation ) cross-linked closed 
cell Polyolefin foam Thermal  insula-
tion. 
n Produced without the use of 
CFC,HCFC, with Zero Ozone Deple-
tion Potential (ODP) and LOW Global 
warming Potential (GWP)
n Application: General Duct work 

insulation for construction HVAC Sys-
tem, Hot water and Cold water Pipe 
work, Acoustic and Plumbing System.

Healthcare: VITAL MEDICAL  
TRADING W.L.L
n Vertical Units in metal/wooden 
finishing
n Horizontal units for Normal and 
intensive Care wards
n Taylor made Architectural solutions
n Medical Bed Head Unit
n Medical Products, Machines &  X-
rays
n Dental & Dermatology Lasers 
www.qiecomedical.com 

Smart Solutions
n QIECO is region’s top quality solu-
tion provider in Energy Distribution, 
Lifestyle Automation and Energy 
Management helping make build-
ings greener and cities smarter. We 
represent some of the top end niche 
manufacturers from all over the world 
mainly from Europe and USA who are 
involved in developing ‘state-of-art 
technology’ in the above field.

QIECO: A total solution provider company

Syed Arif Mahdi
Managing Director
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Hobby, Sports & Passion...

AT Accelerate Sports Center we believe that 
there is no single correct way to coach an 
athlete. Everyone has their own unique 
way of learning. Trust between athlete 

and coach is of paramount importance at all 
times and essential for successful results. 

We are a leading institute of sports in Qa-
tar and focus on rating talent over commer-
cial interests. Aiming to identify numerous 
talents, Accelerate Sports Center focuses on 
physical education and psychological devel-
opments. Our coaches communicate well and 
exude credibility, competence, respect and 
authority.

Accelerate Sports Center want to im-
prove the health and economic vitality of the 
communities we serve. For us, the values of 
excellence, service, accountability and col-
laboration are more than just words, they are 
guiding ideals that are infused into all our ac-
tions. 

As part of our leadership team, the com-
pany has hired the best trainers and coaches 
in the industry that are relentlessly pursuing 
our company’s vision into creating a business 
model with an objective to eliminate deficien-
cies in a conventional sports center product. 
The lean organizational structure, low levels 

of people dependency yet high levels of people 
orientation & the need to manage scale with 
technology at its core, forms the foundation 
for the company at the helm of which is pro-
fessionals with undisputed repute and an im-
mensely successful track record.

We are a fast moving, performance-based, 
goal-oriented organization, where passionate, 
competent and focused individuals are given 
the tools, guidance and techniques to make 
a difference in synchronization with our tag 
line ‘My Hobby, My Sport, My Passion….’
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 4th Gen All-New Outlander:  
Premium Safety & Design Specifications

THE fourth generation of the much-
anticipated Outlander flagship 
SUV was recently revealed in Qatar 
in a special ceremony held by Qa-
tar Automobiles Company, the au-

thorised general distributor of Mitsubi-
shi Motors in Qatar, at its showroom on 
Salwa Road.

This premium quality seven-seater 
Outlander received a complete design 
overhaul and features rugged perfor-
mance that’s perfect for today’s dy-
namic environment as well as innova-
tive technology which can enhance the 
driving experience in more ways than 
one! Additionally, this safety-centric 
model comes equipped with a host of 
advanced features that ensure occu-
pants remain safe at all times.

The Outlander is an SUV that’s 
been around for nearly two decades 
and has grown in popularity year after 
year. Since 2001, Mitsubishi Motors 
sold over 2.6 million units of the Out-
lander series globally.

The Exterior – It’s confident, 
it’s tough, it’s majestic, it’s the all-
new Outlander

The Outlander’s exterior design 
portrays a confident and strong per-
sonality, achieved through the “Bold 
Stride” design concept. To express a 
bold aura and a sense of presence and 
stability, the strong, horizontal-themed 
proportion from front to rear, is con-
trasted with broad surface lines paired 
up by sharp edges and complemented 
with a large-diameter 20-inch alloy 
wheels and overhanging fenders that 
highlight the wide body.

The front of the all-new Outlander 
enjoys Mitsubishi Motors’ distinc-
tive next generation Dynamic Shield 
which aids in enhancing the vehicle’s 
front look, increasing protection, and 
improving performance. The sharp 
looking front combination lights which 
house daytime running lights and turn 
signals are positioned higher to pro-
vide better visibility for other drivers 
as well as pedestrians. On the contrary, 
the low-positioned head lights provide 
better distant lighting without impair-
ing the vision of oncoming drivers. 
The strong horizontally structured side 
profile of the all-new Outlander exudes 
power with its sleek lines and enhances 
the masculine look making it look as if 
it’s been cut from a solid metal block.  

Performance – Rugged engi-
neering maximizes performance 
and driver confidence

The newly developed platform of 
the Outlander greatly improves colli-
sion safety and achieves a high level of 
steering stability. For the first time ever, 
Mitsubishi Motors has used an ultra-
high tensile strength steel sheet with 
hot stamping around the cabin to cre-
ate a high-strength cabin structure with 
little deformation while also achieving 
weight reduction. Adopting connected 
cyclic structures around the engine 
compartment and cabin increased flex-
ural and torsional rigidity of the body 
over that of the previous generation. 
The multi-link suspension and dual 
pinion electric power steering enhance 

the overall ride comfort and provide 
operability with a direct, linear feel. 
This greatly improves traceability dur-
ing cornering as well as linear stability 
and provides driving pleasure. 

Available in 2WD and 4WD options, 
the all-new Outlander enjoys a newly 
developed 2.5L gasoline engine which 
produces an improved maximum power 

of 181/6,000 hp/rpm, 8.9% better than 
previous generation, and a maximum 
torque of 244/3,600 nm/rpm. Fuel 
efficiency has also improved by 
2.6%  over the previous model, 
thanks to the 8- speed sport 
mode continuously variable 
transmission. The step shift 

control that changes speeds crisply like 
a multistage automatic transmission is 
employed to provide a powerful and ag-
ile acceleration, the driver can immedi-
ately feel the difference when depressing 
the accelerator.

Used in the center coupling device 
that conducts front and rear torque 
distribution, the 4WD models enjoy an 
electronically controlled 4WD incorpo-
rating a hydraulic clutch operated by 
an electric motor, in addition to the im-
proved S-AWC integrated vehicle dy-
namics control system. The Brake AYC 
(Active Yaw Control) is adopted on the 
rear wheels as well, to provide front 
and rear wheel-distributed-control.

Sensors detect the steering angle, 
yaw rate, driving torque, brake pres-
sure, wheel speed, and other factors to 
identify driver operation and vehicle 
status continuously and accurately. 

The Interior: A comfortable 
sanctuary for the whole family

The linear instrument panel with a 
powerful horizontal tone gives the ve-
hicle a spacious and roomy look while 
producing a functional 
form that makes it easy 
to see the changes in 
the vehicle’s posi-
tion. The upper part 
is covered with a 
soft padding 
wrapped 

in leather, and intricate stitching to 
project a high-quality feel. The door 
panels feature a large area of door in-
serts, and the same soft padding as the 
instrument panel and floor console 
sides is used to create a luxurious and 
comfortable space. 

Two types of meters are available 
in the all-new Outlander, depend-
ing on the trim. The 12.3-inch full 
digital driver display equipped with 
a Mitsubishi Motors’ first full-screen, 
full- color liquid high-definition crys-
tal display shows a variety of content 
in an uncluttered manner on a large 
screen. The other high-contrast meter 
is a 7-inch multi-information display 
which shows simple arrow navigation 
in the central information display, it 
utilizes the high recognition advantage 
of an analog display while producing a 
high-quality look with a stereoscopic 
dial and decorated indicator needle.

Available on certain trims, a large 
9-inch screen for the center display 
which is equipped with Smartphone-
link Display Audio navigation system. 
This smoothly provides highly accurate 
route information using internal maps 

and navigation functions. Functions 
including navigation and audio can 
be easily selected by touching the 
launch menu icon that is always dis-
played at the bottom of the screen. 

By connecting to Android 
or iPhone smartphones, 

users can also 
enjoy the 

Android 
A u t o 
a n d 
A p p l e 
CarPlay 
applica-

tions.

Available at Qatar Automobiles Company 

� The Exterior – it’s confident, it’s tough, it’s majestic  � Advanced driver-assistance system and safety features
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