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SCORELINE
Argentina

4-2
PENALtIES

France

3 3

Lionel Messi 23’ (P)
Angel Di Maria 36’
Lionel Messi 108’

Kylian Mbappé 80’ (P)
Kylian Mbappé 81’
Kylian Mbappé 118’ (P)

It’s fInally hIs

Vinay nayudu
Doha

In what was one of the all-time World 
Cup finals to win, Argentina made Lionel 
Messi’s dream come alive as they clinched 
the epic FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 title 
clash against a never-say-die France 4-2 on 
penalties after a thrilling 3-3 draw at the 
89,000-capacity Lusail Stadium here on 
Sunday.

It was the Albiceleste’s third World Cup 
title, first since 1986, whereas France were 
denied a second successive title. It was also 
the only third World Cup final to be decid-
ed on penalties after 1994 and 2006. 

“A night to Remember’ mashup of 
songs was a precursor to the electric final 
and it turned out to be one for ages with 
Messi – appearing on the World Cup stage 
for a last time, and Kylian Mbappe – the 
new Pele of football –  playing the lead roles 
for their teams.

The army of tens of thousands of the 
Argentinian fans at the stadium and mil-
lions back home and around the world had 
hoped for a fitting farewell for the legend-
ary Messi – and what was his last dance, 
boy he did a waltz!

Messi’s 23rd minute penalty and a goal 
from Angel Di Maria put Argentina on path 
to a dominating start till the halftime be-
fore Mbappe turned it around for Les Bleus 
with two goals in just 97 secs to set up the 
cracker.

The French talisman converted a pen-
alty, then volleyed home 60 seconds later 
to send the final into extra time.

Messi then rallied the show for Argenti-
na in extra time as Dayot Upamecano twice 
denied substitute Lautaro Martínez before 
half-time. 

Early in the second half of the extra-
time, Martinez broke through but his 
shot was parried by Hugo Lloris but an 
alert Messi forced the ball over the line. It 
seemed to be Messi’s ‘Maradona moment’. 

France were not to give in, and Mbap-
pe converted a late penalty to level again 
at 3-3. It was pulsating but the nerves 
were solid as players stepped up for the 
penalties.

Mbappe was up first in the shootout and 
scored before Messi stayed cool as ever to 
roll the ball past French goalkeeper Hugo 
Lloris.

Then came the heartstopper as Argen-
tina’s Emiliano Martinez dived to his right 
to stop Kingsley Coman’s kick. To make 
matters worse, France’s Aurelien Tchoua-
meni kicked wide, before Gonzalo Montiel 
converted the winning spot-kick to send his 
nation into a frenzy.

Messi, having played in five World 
Cups, eventually crowned his glittering ca-
reer with the greatest prize of all.

In contrast was the just 23, Mbappe 
who ended up on the losing side despite be-
coming just the second player man to score 
three times in a World Cup final, matching 
the effort of England’s Geoff Hurst in 1966.

While Mbappe arrived late to the party, 
he immediately became the show stopper 
with his individual brilliance. He first gave 
hope to his demoralized colleagues with a 
good penalty kick and then, even before the 
cheers could die down, he sent the French 
fans, including President Emmaneul Ma-
cron in the boxes, into a clapping spree 
scoring his second goal that almost brought 
the roof down. 

Earlier, Messi began his magic when he 
flicked the ball to his right for Julian Alva-
rez, who sent it to Alexis Mac Allister. His 
low ball was perfect for Angel di Maria, who 
reached to slam in a fine finish. The won-
derful goal saw Di Maria shedding tears of 
joy.

At 2-0, Argentina seemed to be on Ev-
erest but France rallied and substitute Kolo 
Muani got in behind the defence and was 
dragged down by nicolas Otamendi. The 
foul saw the referee signal to the spot and 
from nowhere. This was a lifeline.

The proceedings thereon saw the epic 
unfolding – a final which included Messi’s 
‘Maradona moment’ and even more.

And to recall that France had two goals 
in two minutes after having failed to regis-
ter a single attempt in the first 67 minutes 
of the match!

Soon after at the prize presentation, the 
very moment Messi kissed the World Cup 
trophy while passing by, saw the stadium 
go up in cheers.

The party for the Argentinians and Ar-
gentina lovers is surely not going to stop!

Lionel Messi wins the World cup as argentina outlast 
France in an all-time classic final at Lusail Stadium

It’s insane that it 
happened this way. 
I really wanted this. 
I knew God was 
going to give it to 
me. Now I will enjoy 
it. Look at this 
trophy, it’s beautiful. 
We suffered a lot, 
but we did it. I can’t 
wait to be in 
Argentina to see 
how crazy this is 
going to be.
Lionel Messi
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Deschamps to decide France future 
in 2023 following World Cup loss

dpa 
Berlin

DiDier Deschamps will 
make a decision on his France 
future in the new year after 
overseeing Les Bleus’ dra-
matic penalty shoot-out loss 
to Argentina in the World 
Cup final.

Kylian Mbappe’s hat-trick 
- just the second to be scored 
in a men’s World Cup final - 
saw France twice come from 
behind in a thrilling 3-3 draw 
after extra time at Lusail 
Stadium.  However, it was 
Mbappe’s Paris Saint-Ger-
main teammate Lionel Messi 
who got his hands on the fa-
mous trophy, with Kingsley 
Coman and Aurelien Tchoua-
meni failing to convert in the 
shoot-out.

The defeat will likely 
revive speculation regard-
ing Deschamps’ future, with 
France great Zinedine Zidane 
having long been touted as a 
potential successor.

Deschamps, however, 

will take his time to weigh up 
whether to extend his 10-year 
stay with the two-time world 
champions.

“You’re not first to ask. 
even if we had won, i would 
not be able to answer that to-
night,” Deschamps said at his 
post-match press conference.

Deschamps made his own 
frustration with the perfor-
mance of referee Szymon 

Marciniak clear after the 
game, though he also offered 
his congratulations to Argen-
tina.

French president emma-
nuel Macron was seen speak-
ing to Deschamps in the af-
termath of Sunday’s defeat. 
“Of course, i asked Didier De-
schamps to continue, i want 
him to continue! i told him he 
had to digest.” 

France’s coach Didier Deschamps walks past the FIFA World Cup Trophy 
at the Lusail Stadium on Sunday. (AFP)

dpa 
Berlin 

LiOneL Messi is a World Cup win-
ner at the fifth and final attempt, 
after Argentina held their nerve to 
defeat France in one of the greatest 
matches in tournament history.

The seven-time Ballon d’Or win-
ner, who claimed a second Golden 
Ball with his brace, saw off domes-
tic team-mate Kylian Mbappe, who 
bagged only the second-ever hat-
trick in men’s final history, to win 
in Doha.

La Albiceleste appeared to have 
wrapped up the prize after goals for 
Messi and Angel Di Maria in the 
first half, but were made to work 
for their triumph after France rose 
from the canvas to force extra-time 
- and then penalties again after a 
3-3 draw.

But Argentina delivered in the 
shoot-out, winning it 4-2 to end a 
36-year drought for football’s big-
gest prize, and confirming one of 
their true legends adds the biggest 
accolade of all to his trophy cabinet.

Messi’s long-awaited success 
at the tournament was widely cel-
ebrated by players and peers across 
the game, with Paris Saint-Germain 
colleague neymar saluting him on 
social media.

“Congratulations brother,” he 
posted on Twitter.

romario, who like Messi won 
the Golden Ball and the World Cup 

trophy in the same tournament 
when he did so with Brazil in 1994, 
mentioned Argentina legend Diego 
Maradona, with this the first tour-
nament since his passing in novem-
ber 2020.

“i’m sure my friend Maradona is 
happy to see this victory, as are his 
people,” romario said on Twitter. 
“Congratulations Argentina! “Ar-
gentina were better on the field and 
Messi received the title he was miss-
ing today, that of world champion 
for his country.” 

Andrea Pirlo, a World Cup win-
ner with italy in 2006, stated: “Great 
final... congratulations to Messi and 
Argentina!” Jerome Boateng started 
for Germany against Argentina in 
the 2014 World Cup final, when a 
113th-minute Mario Gotze winner 
condemned Messi’s side to defeat.

Having watched Messi come 
back from that devastating loss to fi-
nally get his hands on international 
football’s top prize, Boateng spoke 

of his joy at watching him finally lift 
the trophy.

“Congratulations Lionel Messi 
and Argentina. Finally you got the 
trophy you truly deserve,” Boateng 
said.

Former Barcelona colleague 
Dani Alves was delighted for Messi 
on instagram, stating: “Football 
loves you and those of us who love 
football respect you and congratu-
late you right now for that moment.”

Messi dismisses  
retirement

Meanwhile, Messi dismissed a 
possible retirement from the na-
tional team for now.

“i want to play a few more games 
as a world champion. i was lucky to 
clinch every title in my career, this 
was the only one missing,” Messi 
said. 

“i want to take this one there (to 
Argentina) and enjoy it with every-
body else.” 

The Argentina star had already 
said that the tournament in Qatar 
would be his last World Cup.

‘Born to suffer’ 
Midfielder rodrigo de Paul says 

Argentina were “born to suffer” af-
ter celebrating his side’s remarkable 
World Cup victory.

Having fallen at the final hurdle 
in 1990 and 2014, the win handed 
Argentina their first World Cup 
crown since 1986 and will result in 
a third star on their shirt - only Bra-
zil (five), Germany and italy (both 
four) having won more.

An emotional De Paul acknowl-
edged the attitude of the Argentin-
ian people with his post-match as-
sessment, referencing the suffering 
his people have endured in history.

“We were born to suffer, we are 
going to suffer during our entire lives, 
but i will never forget this,” he said 
on the field after the final whistle.

“i think we are fair winners. To 
be champions, you had to beat the 
defending champion, and we did. 
This is a joy i can’t explain.” 

Fellow midfielder enzo Fer-
nandez, who was crowned the best 
young player at the tournament, 
revelled in the “priceless” experi-
ence he enjoyed in Qatar.

“Being here, having the possibil-
ity of winning a World Cup with my 
country is priceless,” he said. “My 
whole family is here, i’m going to 
carry it forever in my heart.”

Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi lifts the FIFA World Cup Trophy at the Lusail Stadium on Sunday. (AFP)

not the time for France retirement 
talk, says captain Hugo Lloris

dpa 
Berlin

HuGO Lloris says it is “not the 
time” to discuss his internation-
al future, following France’s de-
feat to Argentina in the World 
Cup final.

A six-goal thriller ultimately 
went the way of Argentina, with 
Les Bleus’ all-time leading ap-
pearance holder unable to save 
any of the penalties he faced in 
the shoot-out.

now 35, Lloris has been 
part of France’s national set-up 
for 14 years and has been cap-
tain since 2010, and there have 
been questions as to whether he 
would continue in Didier Des-
champs’ ranks.

However, the captain bat-
ted away those queries and be-
lieves the result will take time to 
digest, telling TF1: “now is not 
the time to answer those ques-
tions.

“it’s a painful night for all 
the players, the staff, the man-
agement and all the support-

ers, even if we achieved great 
things. it will take a little time 
for everyone to digest it.” Lloris 
also expressed his belief that the 
France squad did everything 
they could to emerge as victors, 
highlighting the response after 
the break following what was a 
poor first-half display.

“We were too reactive. it 
was almost a boxing match, we 

surrendered blow for blow. The 
only regret we can have is that 
we may have missed our first 
half,” he added.

“Despite that, we didn’t give 
up, we believed in it until the 
end. We must congratulate the 
Argentines who made a great 
tournament, a great final. The 
match could have swung either 
way, but we were too reactive.”

Congratulations Argentina! 
Argentina were better on the 
field and Messi received the title 
he was missing today, that of 
world champion for his country
– Romario

Argentina’s midfielder Rodrigo De Paul heads the ball during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 final against France at the Lusail Stadium on Sunday. (AFP)

Argentina’s forward Paulo Dybala scores as France’s goalkeeper Hugo 
Lloris dives to the other side during the penalty shootout of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 final at the Lusail Stadium on Sunday. (AFP)

Neymar leads 
tributes for messi
Messi’s long-awaited 
success at the  
tournament was widely 
celebrated by players 
and peers across 
the game



Messi, Mbappe show sheer brilliance

Vinay nayudu
Doha

EvEn if someone who is not a 
football fan was at the Lusail 
Stadium on Sunday, he or she 
may have surely fallen in love 
with the game after watching 
legends Lionel Messi and Ky-
lian Mbappe and their genius 
at work in the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 final between Ar-
gentina and France.

nimble-footed and magi-
cal, Messi climbed the peak 
of expectations, scoring twice 
and creating several chances 
for his teammates in the final 
World Cup match

After being kept bogged 
down for over an hour, Mbap-
pe emerged like a tiger with 
bursts of energy and skillful 
footwork to catch the rivals by 
surprise and to throw them off 
guard.

Rarely have such masters 
of a sport come together as 
Messi and Mbappe did in to-
day’s final.

While Messi was rewarded 
with two goals, Mbappe scored 
three to become the only sec-
ond man in history to do so at 

a World Cup final after Geoff 
Hurst of England in 1966.

But the contribution of 
both of them was much more 
than just the goals, they were 
inspiring leaders providing 
their respective sides with 
the light of going through a 
tunnel.

With the final being a 
see-saw affair and with the 
World Cup trophy at stake one 
thought that the pressure may 
perhaps get to them. There 
were such signs as Messi 
and Mbappe ruled the 
pitch throughout play-
ing more than 120 
minutes.

They displayed 
guts and gump-
tion, guile and 
deception, speed 

and agility, and above all the 
timing and precision. It was 
poetry in motion mixed with 
the pulsating moments of the 
game that left everyone awe-
struck. 

Messi was later declared 
the winner of the World Cup 
Golden Ball, becoming the 
first recipient of the honour 
twice, after inspiring Argen-
tina to a penalty shootout vic-
tory over France.

Having been named the 
Golden Ball winner eight 
years ago at Brazil 2014, 
when Argentina were edged 
1-0 by Germany in the final, 
the 35-year-old twice looked 
poised for heartbreak again 
after Kylian Mbappe’s hat-
trick.

But after Emiliano Mar-
tinez saved Kingsley Coman’s 
spot-kick, Gonzalo Montiel’s 
decisive penalty ensured he 
claimed the greatest prize of 
all in his last World Cup game.

It means Messi emulates 
countryman Diego Maradona 
once more, too. Maradona 
was the player of the tourna-
ment in Argentina’s previous 
triumph 36 years ago.

The seven-time Ballon 
d’Or winner departed World 
Cup football after one of the 
most influential tournament 
performances of all time on a 
match-to-match basis, taking 
his total of Player of the Match 
wins to 11 across five tourna-

ments.
He was named the 

Player of the Match 
in five games, in-
cluding all of their 
prior knockout fix-
tures and the fi-

nal, besting the record of four 
he previously jointly shared 
with the netherlands’ Wesley 
Sneijder after his performanc-
es in 2014.

Mbappe, meanwhile, won 
the Silver Ball and Croatia’s 
Luca Modric - the previous 
Golden Ball winner at Russia 
2018 - was named the recipi-
ent of the Bronze Ball.

But Mbappe, who now has 
a whopping 13 goals in two 
World Cups, scored a total 
of 8 goals at Qatar 2022 and 
emerged as the Golden Boot 
winner.
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France’s Kylian Mbappe holds the Golden Boot award during the Qatar 2022 World Cup trophy ceremony at the 
Lusail Stadium on Sunday. (aFP)

Lionel awarded 
the World Cup 
Golden Ball; 
Kylian takes 
Golden Boot with 
eight goals at 
Qatar 2022

Argentina’s Lionel Messi 
touches the trophy as he holds 

the Golden Ball award during 
the Qatar 2022 World Cup 

trophy ceremony at the Lusail 
Stadium on Sunday. (aFP)

Most Goals at 
Qatar 2022

8 goals
Kylian Mbappe (France) 
- 2 assists, 597 minutes 
played

7 goals
Lionel Messi (argentina) 
- 3 assists, 690 minutes 
played
 
4 goals
olivier Giroud (France) - 0 
assists, 424 minutes 
played
Julian alvarez (argentina) 
- 0 assists, 466 minutes 
played
 
3 goals
Goncalo Ramos (Portugal)
alvaro Morata (Spain)
Marcus Rashford (England)
Enner Valencia (Ecuador)
Bukayo Saka (England)
Richarlison (Brazil)
Cody Gakpo (Netherlands)
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The anguish and 
 The euphoria

It was a slip between the cup and the lip for France 
and it showed on the players as well as their sup-
porters on Sunday, when Argentina fans broke out 
in celebrations with their icon Lionel Messi claim-
ing the one crown that had eluded him, at his fifth, 
and in all likelihood, his last attempt.

photos by MahMoud hefnawy and afp
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WOW!  
ALBICELESTE
Argentina’s wait to give their legendary player the 
ultimate prize in football is finally over. Lionel Messi, 
who many regard as the greatest footballer in histo-
ry, has finally laid his hands on the FIFA World Cup 
trophy. The win sparked off euphoric celebrations in 
Doha and across the world. Messi had to wait until 
the end of, arguably, the most spectacular final in the 
history of the World Cup. The 35-year-old gave a 
performance of a lifetime but was somehow outdone 
by Kylian Mbappé, who scored the first hat-trick in 
the final in over fifty years. Messi provided seven 
goals and three assists, and broke multiple records, 
as Argentina conquered the summit for the first time 
in 32 years.

ALL PHOTOS BY AFP



FIFA.COM

CROATIA have made history 
again. Repeating their feat of 
Russia 2018, when they fin-
ished runners-up, was beyond 
them, but not by much.

In Qatar, four years on, 
they lost their FIFA World Cup 
semi-final against Argentina 
but bounced back to beat Mo-
rocco in the third place play-
off, and can take home a souve-
nir of their stay in the shape of 
a bronze medal.

One thing that stood out on 
Saturday evening, along with 
the action on the field – the 
goals, tackles and technical ex-
cellence – was the Croatian 
players’ celebrations. 
In those moments, 
Croatia showed 
the whole world 
the importance 
of family.

First Ivan 
Perisic went 
to find his chil-
dren and take 
them by the hand, 
then the other play-
ers followed. It was a 
heart-warming moment and 
a dream come true no doubt 
for those youngsters celebrat-
ing with their dads, seemingly 
oblivious to the fact the eyes of 
the world were upon them.

“Celebrating with your 
family is the most beautiful 
thing there is,” said Perisic. 
“We’re happy with what we’ve 
achieved and we couldn’t help 
but celebrate it with the peo-
ple we love the most. It was a 
lovely moment, it showed that 
what we do on the pitch is for 
them too.”

Bronze with a hint of gold 
Defender Josip Juranovic 

spoke of the importance of the 
medal his team had won, their 
second bronze medal following 
their third-place finish in 1998. 
“We’ve fought hard for this and 
tonight we’re going to enjoy it, 
because we know we’ve made 

our people happy,” he said.
Croatia’s captain, Luka 

Modric, expanded on the theme 
when he said: “Croatia has real 
quality. It’s a pleasure to play 
for Croatia, it’s a sacred thing 
for us. Representing our coun-
try is special. We’ve always had 
great players, but this group is 
proud and confident, and when 
you add that to our qualities, it 
translates into these results.

“Our dream was to win the 
World Cup, it’s a shame not 
to have reached the final. But 
we’ll still go home as winners 
because of this.”

Modric, who confirmed 
afterwards that he would not 

be retiring from interna-
tional football, added: 

“[There were] so 
many emotions 

in this match, 
I’m so proud 
of what we’ve 
been able to 
achieve, of how 
we fought right 

to the end. We’re 
disappointed not 

to have reached the 
final but we’ve no regrets 

at all. When I play for Croatia 
it’s a different kind of emotion, 
I feel so many beautiful things.”

Modric’s international fu-
ture had been a talking point 
since the first ball had been 
kicked in Qatar but he said 
after the play-off that he is al-
ready committed to playing in 
the Nations League finals next 
summer.

Modric’s international fu-
ture had been a talking point 
since the first ball had been 
kicked in Qatar but he said 
after the play-off that he is al-
ready committed to playing in 
the Nations League finals next 
summer.

Without doubt Croatia suc-
ceeded in making history once 
more in this World Cup giv-
ing those fans back in Zagreb 
reason to proudly and joy-
ously celebrate an incredible 
achievement.

CROATIA’S 
MESSAGE 
TO WORLD

 
Celebrat-

ing with your 
family is the most 

beautiful thing 
there is.  

— Ivan Perisic

Beckham praises first World Cup in Middle East and Arab world

One thing stood out 
in Croatian players’ 
celebration of the 
bronze: their family

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DAVID Beckham has hailed the 
quality of the fan experience at Qatar 
2022 and praised the tournament for 
uniting fans from across the globe.

The former England captain, who 
appeared in three FIFA World Cups 
for the Three Lions, discussed the 
highlights of the tournament – in 
particular the compact nature, fan 
experience and quality of play.

“Seeing the fans come together 
and the level of football – it’s been 
amazing. It’s been a privilege to see 
the excitement and the fun the fans 
are having,” said Beckham, who 

twice reached the World Cup quar-
ter-finals with England.

Qatar has hosted the most com-
pact edition of the FIFA World Cup 

in modern history – with all eight 
stadiums within an hour’s journey 
time of central Doha. It has meant 
fans enjoying the opportunity to at-

tend more than one match a day.
Beckham said the timing of the 

tournament – in the middle of the 
season for many leagues around the 
world – had boosted the level of play 
on the field.

“The level of football has been 
incredible. I was always a supporter 
of playing the World Cup in the mid-
dle of the season because I knew 
the players would be fresh and the 
fitness and energy levels would be 
higher.”

Beckham said Argentina’s vic-
tory over the Netherlands was his 
favourite game of Qatar 2022 and 
picked out two goals as his favour-
ites of the tournament: Richarlison’s 
scissor-kick for Brazil against Serbia 
and Luis Chavez’s free-kick for Mex-
ico against Saudi Arabia. He went 
on to discuss his stars of the tourna-
ment.

“I have loved Morocco’s midfield 
– their elegance and the way they 
play the game. Jude Bellingham had 
a great tournament for England, and 

Bukayo Saka,” said Beckham.
He added: “Kylian Mbappé has 

had a great tournament – whenever 
he gets the ball at his feet, you can 
feel the energy in the stadium lift. 
And Lionel Messi – what can you 
say? He’s a special individual on and 
off the field. It feels different watch-
ing him play in this World Cup. He’s 
got great team-mates around him 
but he has been the leader – and you 
can feel it in every single game. It’s 
special to see.”

As for England’s performance, 
Beckham said head coach Gareth 
Southgate and his players should 
be proud of their display against 
France, which ended in a narrow 2-1 
defeat at Al Bayt Stadium.

“We have real quality and the 
England players will take this ex-
perience to the next tournament. 
The fans are right behind us, the fu-
ture’s looking bright. We have a lot 
of young players who will learn from 
this and take it on to the Euros and 
the next World Cup.”

Former England captain David Beckham

Hakimi apologises to Infantino after discord
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN

ACHRAF Hakimi has apolo-
gized to Gianni Infantino 
following his confrontation 
with the FIFA president.

The Morocco defender 
reportedly questioned Infan-
tino on the level of officiat-
ing at the World Cup follow-
ing the Atlas Lions’ defeat 
by Croatia in the third-place 
play-off.

Walid Regragui’s side 
were denied a potential 
penalty against the 2018 
runners-up when Youssef 
En-Nesyri’s header hit 
Bruno Petkovic, while 
Ibrahima Konate’s challenge 
on Sofiane Boufal also went 
unpunished in the semi-final 
loss to France.

But Hakimi, who also 
confronted referee Abdul-
rahman Al-Jassim, has since 
expressed remorse over 
the incident, with the Paris 
Saint-Germain full-back ac-
knowledging his frustration 
had boiled over.

“Nothing happened,” he 
told reporters. “I was angry 
after the end of the match. I 
talked to him, and I apolo-
gized for the words I said to 
him. He is my friend and I 
respect him a lot, so nothing 
happened.” Morocco be-
came the first African na-
tion to reach the World Cup 
semi-finals, having topped 
Group F ahead of Belgium 
of Croatia, before overcom-
ing Spain and Portugal in 
the last 16 and quarter-finals 
respectively. Morocco’s defender Achraf Hakimi

Former England 
captain hails fan 
experience and 
quality on the pitch
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LioneL Messi inspired Argentina to glory in an amazing Qa-
tar 2022 final. He collected the Golden Ball and Silver Boot in 
the process. 

Lionel Messi, for many the greatest footballer in history, 
has finally got his hands on the FiFA World Cup™ trophy – 
and following one of the finest individual campaigns in the 
competition’s history.

The 35-year-old provided seven goals and three assists, 
and broke multiple records, as Argentina conquered the sport 
for the first time in 32 years.

Did you know?
Diego Maradona and Messi both made their Argentina debuts 
against Hungary, coming off the bench in the 62nd and 63rd 
minutes respectively. ‘La Pulga Atomica’ was sent off just two 
minutes into his bow.

When Messi first scored for Argentina
Twitter and iPhones didn’t exist. Facebook was effectively only 
accessible to north American students.

The Big Bang Theory, Ugly Betty, Dexter and Keeping Up 
with the Kardashians had yet to hit TV screens.

novak Djokovic had yet to win an ATP title and was ranked 
63rd in the world.

We Belong Together by Mariah Carey, Gold Digger by 
Kanye West, Sorry by Madonna and Unwritten by natasha 

Bedingfield were flying high on singles’ charts across the 
globe.

Pluto was the universe’s ninth planet. it was reclassified 
as a dwarf planet months later.

Momiji nishiya and Rayssa Leal, who seized gold and 
silver in women’s street skating at Tokyo 2020, were 

not even born.
Brokeback Mountain, Crash, King Kong 

and Memoirs of a Geisha had just won a 
joint-high three awards at the oscars.

The blinding big-stage intro
Messi was sent on for his World 

Cup debut in the 76th minute 
against Serbia and Montene-
gro at Germany 2006. Within 
three minutes he’d set up Her-

nan Crespo to score and ten 
minutes later he slotted home to 

seal a 6-0 victory – Argentina’s joint-
biggest in the competition.

Stats 
Pele reigned as South America’s out-

right leading international marksman 
for 59 years until Messi broke his record in 
2021.

The long wait 
Messi propelled Argentina to FiFA U-20 
World Cup™ and Men’s olympic Football 
Tournament glory, but had to wait 16 years 
for his first senior international title. 

Diego 
Maradona 
and Messi both 
made their 
Argentina 
debuts against 
Hungary, 
coming off 
the bench in 
the 62nd and 
63rd minutes 
respectively

FIFa pays trIbute to the legend 

ikOli viCtOr
doha

ABoUT five thousand Argen-
tina fans waited an hour after 
the game to celebrate with their 
heroes after Argentina won 
the World Cup on penalties, 
defeating defending champi-
ons France 4-2 on penalties, 
following a thrilling 3-3 draw 
after extra time in front of ap-
proximately 90,000 spectators 
at the iconic Lusail Stadium. 
More than half of the stadium’s 
incredible number of fans were 
Argentineans who flew in from 
Buenos Aires and other parts of 
the world to cheer on their team, 
including fans from Qatar.

The Copa America champi-
ons lifted the World Cup trophy 
on Sunday evening, capping off 
a month of seven matches. it all 
started with a shocking defeat 
at the hands of Saudi Arabia, 
the tournament’s first upset. 
But the Messi-led team never 
gave up, and Sunday’s final 
demonstrated the team’s char-
acter and strength in the face of 
adversity.

Following the presentation 
of the winning trophy and in-
dividual player prizes, includ-
ing Messi’s Golden Ball, fans 
waited to greet their new he-
roes with a selection of music 
that enthralled fans at the Lu-
sail Stadium. The players were 
seen with their family members 
cheering, much to the delight 
of the fans, who continued to 
sing as the winning trophy was 

presented to the fans.
Gabriel, an Argentine jour-

nalist, described the victory 
and celebrations as “heavenly.”

“As you can see, the fans 
kept cheering and will con-
tinue to party all night. i’m 
happy here, but i wish i could 
be home to celebrate with my 
fans.”

According to Lithuanian 
journalist Jurevicius Stan-
islovas, the Argentina sup-
porters were the team’s 13th 
player. “Argentina’s fans never 
stopped cheering them on and 
off the pitch. Today, they were 
excellent and played like an ex-
tra player, as they had in previ-
ous games. Argentina deserves 
it for Messi, so i’m happy for 
them.”
Array of stars attends 
World Cup final

A number of celebrities, in-
cluding elon Musk, were spot-
ted at the stadium.

elon Musk was seen enter-
ing the stadium, while French 
President emmanuel Macron 
and FiFA President Gianni 
infantino were also present. A 
number of professional foot-
ballers, including Paul Pogba, 
were also present, as was AC 
Milan and former Manchester 
United player Zlatan ibrahi-
movic, who was seen convers-
ing with Macron. Usain Bolt, 
the fastest man in history, was 
also in attendance and was 
seen wearing the Argentina 
jersey following his tweet a few 
hours before the game.

Argentina fans were 
the 13th player in 
World Cup final

Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi lifts the World Cup 
trophy after the final match against France at the 
Lusail Stadium on Sunday. ( AFP)

Pele, Brazil – 17 and 239 days in 1958
Manuel rosas, Mexico – 18 and 93 days in 1930
Michael owen, england – 18 and 191 days in 1998
nicolae Kovacs, roMania – 18 and 198 days in 1930
diMitri sychev, russia – 18 and 232 days in 2002
lionel Messi, argentina – 18 and 358 days in 2006
aleKsandar tirnanic, yugoslavia – 18 and 365 days in 1930
Julian green, usa – 19 and 25 days in 2014
divocK origi, BelgiuM – 19 and 65 days in 2014
Martin hoffMan, east gerMany – 19 and 88 days in 1974

Youngest scorers in 
World cup historY

lionel Messi – 18 goals in 14 gaMes in 2022
lionel Messi – 12 goals in 9 gaMes in 2012
gaBriel Batistuta – 12 goals in 12 gaMes in 1998
antonio angelillo – 10 goals in 9 gaMes in 1957
sergio aguero – 10 goals in 10 gaMes in 2015

Most goals in one calendar 
Year for argentina

Top scoring men in 
inTernaTional fooTball hisTory 
Cristiano Ronaldo (118 in 196)
Ali Daei (109 in 148)
Lionel Messi (98 in 172)
Mokhtar Dahari (89)
Ferenc Puskas (84 in 89)
Sunil Chhetri (84 in 131)
Ali Mabkhout (80 in 109)
Godfrey Chitalu (79 in 111)
Hussein Saeed (78 in 137)
Pele (77 in 91)
Neymar (77 in 124)

Top scoring men in World cup 
hisTory

Miroslav Klose (16 goals in 24 games)

Ronaldo (15 in 19)
Gerd Muller (14 in 13)
Just Fontaine (13 in 6)
Lionel Messi (13 in 26)
Pele (12 in 14)
Sandor Kocsis (11 in 5)
Jurgen Klinsmann (11 in 17)
Helmut Rahn (10 in 10)
Gabriel Batistuta (10 in 12)
Gary Lineker (10 in 12)
Teofilo Cubillas (10 in 13)
Thomas Muller (10 in 19)
Grzegorz Lato (10 in 20)

“For me, watching Messi play is a 
pleasure is like having an orgasm. 
It’s an incredible pleasure.”

Luis Figo

 

 

“They once said you 
could only stop me 
with a pistol. Today 
you need a machine 
gun to stop Messi.”

Hristo Stoichkov

“When I met Messi I 
reached out and touched 
him. I needed to make 
sure he was human like 
the rest of us.”

Gigi Buffon

“When I look back 
on my career, the 
most enjoyable 
thing was seeing 
the early years of 
Leo Messi. When 
he retires, football 
– not just 
Barcelona 
– should retire the 
No10 shirt.”

Ronaldinho

“I think he reached and surpassed the 
level of Maradona. He does incredible 
things, at a speed that is insane.”

Paolo Maldini

“Although he may 
not be human, it’s 
good that Messi 
still thinks he is.”

Javier 
Mascherano

top five goals
Mexico

Copa America 2007

Brazil
International friendly, 2012

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Brazil 2014

IR Iran
Brazil 2014

Nigeria
Russia 2018
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MISSION ACCOMPLISHED!

We want to give every 
player a chance and 
then decide if they’re 
good enough. We’ve put 
together a fantastic side 
that fights for the jersey. 
That’s our biggest 
achievement
– Lionel Scaloni

Argentina’s coach Lionel Scaloni 
touches the Qatar 2022 World Cup 
trophy at the Lusail Stadium on 
Sunday. (AFP)

How tHe new  
ArgentinA 

wAs built

From CopA AmeriCA to world Cup FinAl:

FiFa.com

O
n 11 July 2021, Argentina beat Brazil in their own 
Maracana backyard to win the Copa America for 
a 15th time. It was the day La Albiceleste began to 
fancy their chances ahead of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, when they set off on a path that has 

led all the way to a sixth appearance in the final of the 
biggest tournament on the planet.

Seventeen months on from conquering Brazil and 
South America, La Scaloneta [the imaginary Scaloni-
driven blue and white team van that has been adopted 
as his team’s nickname] is revving up its engine with the 
aim of winning a third world title for Argentina and re-
paying Lionel Messi for everything he has given to the 
game. 

One constant in the journey that coaching staff, play-
ers and fans have made together is that they have had a 
very clear idea of what Argentina needed to do to pro-
gress, while avoiding the pitfalls of previous years.

Lionel Scaloni has stuck to the same approach in 
creating a team ethic, despite a distinct lack of coaching 
experience prior to taking on the Albiceleste job. His CV 
amounted to stints as an assistant to Jorge Sampaoli at 
Sevilla and then the national team and a few months in 
charge of Argentina’s U-20s.

Scaloni compensated for that with an impressive 
playing career, one that started at newell’s Old Boys and 
which then took him to Estudiantes. Later came a switch 
to Spain, where he made a name for himself with Depor-
tivo La Coruna, before enjoying spells in England and 
Italy. In the middle of it all he made seven appearances 
for his country, one of them coming at Germany 2006.

The experience he gathered as a player has stood 
him in good stead for the biggest challenge of his career. 
“From day one, it’s been our belief that the national team 
belongs to everyone,” said Scaloni, who hails from Pu-
jato, a town in northeast Argentina. 

“We want to give every player a chance and then 
decide if they’re good enough. We’ve put together a fan-
tastic side that fights for the jersey. That’s our biggest 
achievement.”

Winning the Copa America boosted the confidence 
of the side and showed that the players were worthy of 
a place on board La Scaloneta. The only member of the 
team that started the final against Brazil and did not 
make the squad for Qatar 2022 is Giovani Lo Celso, who 
was ruled out through injury. As for the Copa America 
squad as a whole, only nico Gonzalez and the goalkeeper 
Agustin Marchesin have missed out on the World Cup, 
Gonzalez again through injury.

Squad unity is a vital ingredient in the success of any 
team, as is an ability on the part of the players to carry out 
the coach’s instructions and understand their roles in the 
team. In Argentina’s case, there was also the need to take 

the positive atmosphere and sense of togetherness in the 
dressing room out on to the pitch. 

“We couldn’t be in better shape,” said Scaloni in the 
countdown to the final against France. 

“Our biggest triumph is that everyone feels part of 
this, even the fans. We’re going to enjoy these moments 
right up until the final starts.”

A positive dynamic
La Albiceleste could not stop winning after lifting the 
Copa America on Brazilian soil, which was followed by a 
run of 13 wins, three draws and no defeats in the lead-up 
to Qatar 2022, with only Paraguay, Brazil and Ecuador 
taking points from them.

Solid at the back and lethal up front, Scaloni’s side 
scored 37 goals on that run and conceded just three, with 
only Venezuela, Chile and Ecuador able to breach their 
goal.

Those statistics reflect their superiority over their 
opponents on the road to Qatar 2022 and their growing 
confidence ahead of the tournament, which began with 
a shock defeat at the hands of Saudi Arabia, ending a 
36-match unbeaten run. Since then, however, have come 
wins over Mexico, Poland, Australia, netherlands and 
Croatia, taking La Scaloneta into the final.

The Messi factor
Since he burst on to the scene, La Albiceleste have always 
sought to build a team around Messi, to create an envi-
ronment in which could excel and surround him with 
warriors ready to give their all for the national team and 
for him. 

The no10 has won everything except for the World 
Cup. now 35, he is focused entirely on lifting it, with last 
year’s Copa America triumph having shown the way. 

The player of the tournament in Brazil, Messi scored 
Argentina’s opening goal of the Copa America, struck a 
brace against Bolivia, rounded off the scoring against Ec-
uador, and was a leader throughout.

And when he was not winning matches, up stepped 
others: Guido Rodriguez against Uruguay, Papu Gomez 
against Paraguay, Lautaro Martinez against Colombia, 
Di Maria in the final, Rodrigo De Paul, nicolas Otamen-
di, Leandro Paredes… the list goes on. Every player in the 
team understands the role they have to play and does so 
to the best of their ability. The result is an Argentina side 
that is combative and never anything less than intense, 
committed and sure of itself.

The whole nation understands that it is due Messi a 
World Cup Trophy and will do everything in its power to 
achieve it. “If Messi said that this is his last match with 
the national team, then what better than this stage for it, 
whatever the outcome?” said Scaloni. “We hope to win it. 
It would be incredible and I hope it ends in the best pos-
sible way for him.”


