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cr7 hails Portugal’s 
‘historic’ win

Vinay nayudu
Doha

Soon after a tumultuous night, Cris-
tiano Ronaldo hailed Portugal’s win 
over a hapless Switzerland at the Lu-
sail Stadium as “historic” in a match in 
which he was dropped by head coach 
Fernando Santos.

Ronaldo did come off the bench 
and had a goal rightly ruled offside, 
later hailing the performance of the 
team via an Instagram post.

“Amazing day for Portugal, with a 
historic result in the biggest contest in 
world soccer. Luxury display by a team 
full of talent and youth,” he wrote in 
his post. “Congratulations to our na-
tional team. The dream is alive! To the 
very end! Come on, Portugal!”

It was a good gesture by Ronaldo, 
who in a way himself highlighted the 
strength of talent and youth in the Por-
tugal side which chose 
to do without the su-
perstar’ full time play.

Clearly, the miss-
ing CR7 name on Por-
tugal’s starting list 
made the biggest noise 
on Tuesday – a day 
which saw two thrilling 
matches of FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. one 
in which former champions Spain 
were trounced by Morocco, and the 
other where Ronaldo was played as a 
substitute late into the match.

#CR37 circulated as one of the 
most comic messages on social me-
dia soon after brave Santos decided to 
bench his most famous but 37-year-
old player.

Known for his super fitness, Ron-
aldo was reduced to the role of a su-
perstar nobody wants after Portugal 
followed Manchester United’s lead in 
deciding they might just be better off 
without him.

Santos’ gutsy decision in keeping 
back his country’s sporting icon was 
vindicated in Portugal’s 6-1 annihila-
tion of Switzerland to set up a World 
Cup quarter-final against Morocco.

It also showed that his decision to 
axe Ronaldo, after the coach publicly 
criticized his gestures when he was 

substituted in the last group game 
against South Korea, wasn’t wrong. 
More importantly, his right choice was 
underlined by the young replacement 
in Ramos who smashed a superb hat-
trick.

It further hit the bruised ego of 
CR7, who after his fallout with his for-
mer club Manchester United coach 
Erik Ten Hag was facing similar music 
at the biggest stage of the sport. 

What Portugal did was previously 
unthinkable - at least going as far back 
as 31 games and prior to Euro 2008. 
Santos, despite having a Euro 2016 
win on his CV, also took a great risk for 
had Portugal lost he too would have 
paid the price. 

But the 68-year-old, who has been 
Portugal’s coach since 2014, seemed 
unruffled, walking up and down the 
sidelines with his stern expressions 
and hands in his pockets. It wasn’t 

long before Portugal 
showed their class and 
more vibrantly even 
as the world cameras 
stayed focused on a 
fuming Ronaldo be-
hind him.

Ronaldo, before 
this game, had played 
514 minutes of World 
Cup knockout football 

without a goal. And soon, Ramos had 
three in 67 minutes!

But then an icon remains an icon – 
at least for the fans. Just when Ramos 
had made it 5-1, a huge roar of “Ron-
aldo” began to sweep the vast Lusail 
Stadium, followed by chants of his cel-
ebratory trademark “Siu.”

The popular demand saw Santos 
relent. He soon was seen speaking to 
Ronaldo and with 16 minutes left he 
substituted the star. And CR7 arrived 
to a huge reception.

Mixed emotions reflected large on 
Ronaldo’s face. He felt a bit embar-
rassed too making just a guest appear-
ance rather than stealing the show, 
which was already done by Ramos.

Ronaldo would want to push away 
the adage - age catches up with all – at 
least for the next game when Portu-
gal take on Morocco for a place in the 
World Cup 2022 semi-finals.

Cristiano  
Ronaldo 

reacts after 
Portugal won 

the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 

2022 Round 
of 16 match 
against Swit-

zerland at the 
Lusail Stadium 

on Tuesday.  
(aFP)

Everything is 
resolved with 
Ronaldo, says 

Santos

FiFa
Doha

PoRTUgAL coach Fernando Santos in-
sists his relationship with Cristiano Ron-
aldo is unchanged despite dropping the 
captain for Tuesday’s 6-1 win over Swit-
zerland at the FIFA World Cup.

Santos said on Monday the matter 
had been resolved internally, but Ronaldo 

was then dropped to the bench for the clash 
at Lusail Stadium, starting a major-tourna-

ment match among the substitutes for the first 
time since 2008 (31 games).

A fan poll on the website of Portuguese 
newspaper A Bola suggested 70 per cent of 
Portugal fans wanted Ronaldo out of the team, 
and the Portuguese went on to produce one 
of their best performances at a major tourna-
ment in years.

goncalo Ramos replaced Ronaldo and had 
a hand in four goals, including a hat-trick, but 
Santos did not commit to keeping faith in the 
Benfica prospect for the quarter-final.

Santos told reporters: “That’s still something 
that has to be defined (who starts in the next 
game]. I already answered in Tuesday’s press 

conference [regarding Ronaldo); there is no prob-
lem between us.

“I have a strong rela-
tionship with him, I al-
ways have. I have known 
him since he was young 
and at Sporting, and 
then it started to develop 
in the national team. 
This relationship only 
developed. We’ve been 
friends for many years, 
things don’t affect us.

“I already explained 
everything was resolved. 
I said that and I repeat 
that now. This is some-
thing that’s finished and resolved. How he came 
in with a lot of will, he set an example as a great 
captain.”

In scoring his hat-trick, Ramos became the first 
player to net three times on his first World Cup 

start since Miroslav Klose in 2002.
Similarly, it only took him 17 minutes to do 

what Ronaldo has never managed: score in a 
World Cup knockout game. For most, Ra-

mos starting the quarter-final clash would 
be a simple decision to make, but San-

tos intends to keep people guessing.
“obviously I have my ways to 
observes things, I always have,” 

he continued. The play-
ers we have in this 
position obviously 
have many different 

characteristics. Andre 
[Silva] plays more ad-

vanced, Cristiano is more 
fixed, he plays in a deter-
mined area. goncalo is 
dynamic.

“I have three play-
ers I fully trust and for 

each match I will use 
what I think is the right 

strategy, as I have always 
done in my career.”

Portugal’s coach Fernando Santos gestures 
during a training session at the Al Shahaniya 
SC training site in Doha on Wednesday. 
Portugal play Morocco in the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 quarter-finals at the Al Thumama 
Stadium on Saturday. (aFP)

Calls Cristiano  
a ‘great captain’

 I repeat. This 
is something that’s 
finished and resolved. 
How he came in with 
a lot of will, he set an 
example as a great 
captain.

Portugal coach  
Fernando Santos

Clearly, the missing  
CR7 name on Portugal’s  
starting list made the  
biggest noise on Tuesday 
after brave Santos decided 
to bench his most famous 
but 37-year-old player.

Ronaldo!
oh
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CRO 
BRA: 

Will HistORy Be 
ReWRitten OR 

RepeAted? 

vs

B
razil will take on Croatia in the quarter-finals of 
the FiFa World Cup 2022 on Friday.

The five-time football world champions 
booked their passage to the quarters after they 
sauntered past South Korea 4-1 on Monday (5 De-

cember).
Neymar Jr, Vinicius Jr, richarlison and lucas Pa-

queta all got on the scoresheet for the Selecao as they 
dominated their opposition to reach the last eight for the 
eighth consecutive time.

Croatia, meanwhile, progressed after defeating Ja-
pan on penalties 3-1 after regulation time ended with 
the scores at 1-1. Goalkeeper Dominic Kivakovic was the 
hero of the day after he saved three spot-kick attempts 
from the Samurai Blues to ensure the runners-up from 
2018 advanced.

Brazil have never lost in four previous meetings with 
the Croats in all competitions, although it has been four-
and-a-half years since the teams last met, when they 
lined up for a friendly in England.

The Friday meeting will 
mark the fifth time Croatia and 
Brazil have ever played each 
other, and the third in the his-
tory of the World Cup.

There is no sight more 
ominous for the teams left in 
this tournament than that of 
Brazil having fun. Their last 
three World Cup campaigns, at 
least, have been long months 
of angst and tension and inevi-
table heartache. in Qatar, Ney-
mar, Vinícius Júnior and the 
rest of Tite’s team are light-
footed, spring-heeled, and all 
the more menacing for it.

On paper, Brazil have been 
given a helping hand by the 
kindness of the draw, too. They 
qualified so comfortably that 
they could afford to lose their 
final group game — for which 
Tite had made a raft of changes 
— and their round-of-16 meet-
ing with South Korea was such 
a mismatch that Weverton, 
the third-choice goalkeeper, 
played the final 10 minutes. in 
the quarter-finals, Brazil will 
be expected to make short work of ageing Croatia.

The thing about Croatia, though, is that they are 
good at this. in luka Modric, Mateo Kovacic and Mar-
celo Brozovic, Croatia possess a midfield of rare balance. 
Four years ago, the core of this group showed they knew 
how to negotiate knockout soccer well enough to reach a 
World Cup final. Brazil will rightly be favoured, but they 
should not expect the matchup to be fun.

On the field, Croatia have been punching above their 
weight for years, ever since they finished third in 1998 in 
their first World Cup as an independent nation, right up 
to reaching the 2018 final in russia.

So Croatia have belief entering a quarter-final against 
five-time champion Brazil on Friday.

Goalkeeper Dominik livakovic saved three spot kicks 
in Croatia’s penalty shootout win over Japan on Monday.

livaković comes from the same town, zadar, as Croa-
tia’s 37-year-old captain luka Modrić. He was the back-
up goalkeeper to Danijel Subasic in 2018.

Mario Pašalić, who converted the decisive penalty for 
Croatia, had already done the same thing for aC Milan in 
a shootout win over Juventus in the 2016 italian Super 
Cup — which was also played in Qatar.

The shootout victory came following a 1-1 draw after 
extra time, in which Japan opened the scoring during the 
first half.

Croatia also fell behind in every game of the knockout 
stage in 2018.

Few teams have a positive record against Brazil, but 
the Selecao will be wary of Croatia from the previous 
meetings between these nations.

Croatia took a shock lead against the World Cup 
hosts in the opening game of the 2014 tournament and 
only Neymar’s 71st-minute penalty eventually put Brazil 
ahead for the first time. The underdogs then pushed for 
an equaliser, before a 90th-minute goal from Oscar em-
bellished the five-time champions’ win.

Brazil were also behind before earning a 1-1 draw in 
the first-ever fixture between the sides, in 2005.

They also ended Croatia’s 10-match unbeaten run 
with a 1-0 victory at the 2006 World Cup finals, setting 
a record of eight consecutive wins at the World Cup in 

the process.
The quarter-final clash between argen-

tina and Netherlands will take place 
at the Education City Sta-

dium. The kick-off 
is scheduled 

for 6 pm on 
Friday.

brazil  2 - 0  serbia
brazil  1 - 0  switzerland
brazil 0 - 1 cameroon 

brazil  4 - 1  s Korea (L16)

croatia 0 - 0 morocco  
croatia  4 - 1  canada
croatia  0 - 0  belgium

croatia 1(3) - 1(1) Japan  (L16)

braziL so far

croaTia so far

Brazil, probably the 
most impressive 
side in the  
tournament so far, 
will be expected to 
make short work of 
ageing Croatia

Brazil  1 - 0  Croatia
Germany, 2006

Brazil  3 - 1  Croatia
Brazil, 2014

HEAD-TO-HEAD

Brazil’s coach Tite

Croatia’s coach Zlatko Dalic

FriDAy

Croatia have been punching  
above their weight for years, ever  
since they finished third in 1998  
in their first World Cup as an  
independent nation, right up to  
reaching the 2018 final in Russia.  
So Croatia have belief entering a  
quarter-final against five-time  
champions Brazil on Friday.



A
rgentina and the nether-
lands will play for the first time 
in eight years on Friday.

in their desperation to de-
liver a World Cup to Lionel 

Messi, argentina now face a reprise of 
one of the World Cup’s classic quarter-
finals — argentina lost to the Dutch at 
this stage in Marseille in 1998, a game 
illuminated by a wonderful winning 
goal from Dennis Bergkamp — and 
one of its great rivalries. that was a 
sensational contest. Both teams gave 
it everything and it was decided in 
the end by a moment of genius, Berg-
kamp’s stunning strike earning Hol-
land a place in the last four.

the two football giants have pro-
duced some of the most memorable 
moments in World Cup history in 
their five encounters at the global 
showpiece, winning two apiece with 
one match ending in a draw.

the netherlands demolished ar-
gentina 4-0 when they met for the 
first time during the group stage of 
the 1974 edition. argentina beat the 

Dutch in the 1978 final, lost to them 
in 1998, then beat them again in the 
2014 semifinals. their last encoun-
ter in the semi-final in 2014 ended in 
a stalemate at the end of regulation 
time.

the stakes will once again be high 
as the two arch-rivals clash for a place 
in the semi-final of the FiFa World 
Cup 2022 to further cement their 
place in the annals of history.

While the Oranje only came close 

to the title, having reached the final 
three times, argentina is one of only 
eight nations to have held the FiFa 
World Cup trophy aloft.

the South americans have won 
football’s World Cup on two occa-
sions, including a 3-1 victory over the 
Dutch in the 1978 final on home soil. 
their second came courtesy of a 3-2 
defeat of West germany in 1986.

Both the netherlands and argen-
tina overcame some early tournament 

jitters at the World Cup 2022 in Qatar 
before safely navigating their way into 
the knockout stages topping their re-
spective groups.

the netherlands opened their 
2022 World Cup campaign with a 
resounding 2-0 win over african 
champions Senegal before playing 
to a nervous 1-1 draw with ecuador. 
they redeemed themselves in their fi-
nal round-robin match with a 2-0 win 
over hosts Qatar.

Hitting their stride, the Dutch 
then overcame the americans 3-1 in 
their round of 16 match, extending 
their unbeaten run to 19 games.

argentina overcame an early tour-
nament shock 2-1 defeat against min-
nows Saudi arabia for one of the big-
gest upsets in World Cup history.

La albiceleste have since found 
their groove with victories over Mex-
ico (2-0) and Poland (2-0) to reclaim 
the top spot in their group. they swept 
past australia in the last-16 clash to 
set up a mouth-watering encounter 
against the netherlands.

argentina captain and talisman 
Lionel Messi highlighted his pedigree 
as a prolific goal scorer in their win 
over australia, netting his 94th goal 
in 169 international matches for his 
nation. in the process, Messi became 
argentina’s top goal-scorer of all time. 
although Messi may not have been as 
deadly at the World Cup, he possesses 
the necessary X-factor to decide the 
outcome of a knockout match.

Messi’s goal against australia – 
his third at this spectacle – was his 
first during the tournament’s knock-
out phase. the netherlands, in com-
parison, may not have the same star 
power but has proven to be a solid 
defensive unit, having conceded only 
two goals in the tournament so far. 
in addition, the Dutch would look to 
Memphis Depay and Cody gakpo on 
the attack.

the quarter-final clash between 
argentina and netherlands will take 
place at the Lusail Stadium. the kick-
off is scheduled for 22:00 local time 
on Friday.

Argentina  1 - 2  S Arabia  

Argentina  2 - 0  Mexico
Argentina 2 - 0 Poland 
Argentina  2 - 1  Australia (L16)

NetherlaNds  4 - 0  argeNtiNa
germaNy, 1974

argeNtiNa  3 - 1  NetherlaNds
argeNtiNa, 1978

NetherlaNds  2 - 1  argeNtiNa
FraNce, 1998

argeNtiNa  0 - 0  NetherlaNds
4-2 on penalties

Brazil, 2014

Netherlands  2 - 0  Senegal

Netherlands  1 - 1  Ecuador
Netherlands  2 - 0  Qatar
Netherlands  3 - 1  USA (L16)

ARGENTINA SO FAR
top players to Watch out for

heaD-to-heaD

NEThERLANdS SO FAR

NED vs ARG: 
A GREAt RivAlRy 
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argentina face a reprise of the classic 1998 World cup 
quarter-finals when they lost to the Dutch 1-2

Netherlands’ coach Louis Van Gaal Argentina’s coach Lionel Scaloni

friDay
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Luis Enrique believes it is “not 
the right time” to discuss his 
future after spain slumped to 
a shock FiFA World Cup exit 
against Morocco, saying he 
could yet stay on as La Roja’s 
head coach.

spain arrived in Qatar as 
one of the tournament favour-
ites but suffered a second con-
secutive last-16 elimination via 
a penalty shootout after a 1-1 
draw at Education City stadium.

spain have now lost four of 
their five penalty shootouts at 
the World Cup, more than any 
other side in the history of the 
tournament, with their latest 
loss throwing the future of Luis 
Enrique – whose contract is set 
to expire after the competition – 
into doubt.

However, the former Barce-
lona boss says he will take time 
to consider his future.

Asked whether he would 
stay on after the game, he re-
sponded: “i cannot tell you, i 
don’t know this decision. This is 
not the right time to discuss my 
future, it’s not relevant.

“My contract is going to end, 
but i am very happy with the na-
tional team, with the federation, 
and i have always had great 
support from [Jose Francisco] 
Molina, who is the sporting di-
rector. “i could always carry on. 
i need to have peace of mind to 
decide what’s best for me and 
the team.”

The spain coach also stood 
by his players, and his philoso-
phy, following their World Cup 
exit. 

Enrique was gracious in de-
feat, praising Morocco’s overall 
performance, but reserved spe-
cial words for goalkeeper Yass-
ine Bounou, who plays his club 
football for sevilla.

World Cup hat-trick beyond my wildest dreams: Ramos

Enrique says 
decision on his 
future not now

FIFA.com

PoRTugAL boast one of the most 
international of followings at the 
FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022™. 
Cheering them on as they over-
powered switzerland on Tuesday 
were indians, Japanese, Koreans, 
Macedonians, italians, Canadi-
ans, Americans and Mexicans, who 
mixed their national-team colours 
with those of the iberian side, many 
of them wearing the famous No7 
jersey.

There is no question that Cris-
tiano Ronaldo is a big reason why 
Portugal are a hit with fans around 
the world. so it must have come 
as quite a surprise to many in the 
crowd at Lusail stadium when they 
found that coach Fernando santos 
had chosen goncalo Ramos to lead 
the attack instead of the great man, 
who was relegated to the bench.

Could the 21-year-old cope with 
the pressure? Here he was, making 
the first World Cup start of his ca-
reer, in place of the only man in his-
tory to score at five editions of the 
tournament, spearheading the front 
line of a side trying to reach the last 

eight for only the third time ever, a 
side that had lost its last two last-16 
ties.

it did not take the youngster 
long to answer that question, 17 
minutes in fact. Receiving posses-
sion inside the area, the centre-
forward showed he knew where the 

goal was by switching the ball from 
right foot to left and thundering 
a shot measured at 106 km/h past 
Yann sommer and into the roof of 
the net.

it was a goal that brought the 
fans, who had come to see Ronaldo, 
to their feet, their only sight of the 

legend so far coming when he ap-
peared on the big screen during the 
playing of the Portuguese national 
anthem.

Emerging into the limelight 
from shadows cast by more illustri-
ous team-mates is nothing new for 
Ramos. When he shared attacking 
duties at Benfica with Darwin Nun-
ez, the Portuguese occupied a more 
withdrawn role. But now that the 
uruguayan has left for Liverpool, 
Ramos is playing closer to goal and 
thriving.

Ramos does not shy away from 
comparisons with Thomas Muller, 
with whom he shares a goal cel-
ebration that has earned the rising 

Portuguese star the nickname Pis-
toleiro (“gunfighter”). The striker 
has even said in the past that he has 
things in common with the germa-
ny star, further proof that he is not 
overawed by the big names.

The No26 struck two more in 
the second half, pointing the way 
in a 6-1 win for a side that had not 
scored more than twice in a World 
Cup knockout-phase game since the 
match for third place at England 
1966. 

His hat-trick was also the first in 
the tournament’s knockout rounds 
since italy 1990.

“Not even in my wildest dreams 
did i imagine i’d score three goals 
in my first World Cup knockout 
match,” said the man of the moment 
in the post-match press conference.

Fernando santos did not disap-
point the fans who had come to see 
Ronaldo and had begun to chant his 
name 15 minutes into the second 
half, bringing the No7 on and giving 
Ramos a deserved rest.

They left Lusail stadium happy, 
having seen their hero in action. But 
never will they forget that they also 
saw the goncalo Ramos show.

Portugal’s forward Goncalo Ramos celebrates his team’s first goal against Switzer-
land during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match at Lusail Stadium 
on Tuesday. (afp)
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AN unused substitute for the Atlas Li-
ons back at Russia 2018, few could have 
predicted back then that Yassine Bou-
nou would be performing heroics for 
Morocco at Qatar 2022.

From Wydad to Atletico: 
an arduous journey

Born in Montreal after his parents 
immigrated to Canada, before later re-
turning to Morocco, ‘Bono’ started his 
pro career with Wydad Casablanca, 
where he broke into the first team aged 
19. in 2012, he signed for Atletico Ma-
drid, spending two seasons turning out 
for the club’s B team.

Having previously played in the na-
tional team set-up at youth level, Bou-
nou made his debut with Morocco’s 
senior side in 2013 in a match against 
Burkina Faso, with his performance un-
derlining his up-and-coming status to 
Moroccan fans.

starved of opportunities to break 
into the first team at Atletico, Bounou 
left the club permanently in 2016 in 
favour of girona, on the back of loan 
spells at Real Zaragoza during the 
2014/15 and 15/16 campaigns.

Russia 2018: Second fiddle 
to Munir

settling well with girona and help-
ing the club win promotion to spain’s 
top flight, a promising season in La Liga 
in 2017/18 saw Bounou make the Mo-
roccan squad at Russia 2018.

Then coached by Herve Renard, the 
French supremo opted instead to make 
Munir Mohamedi, Numancia goalkeep-
er at the time, Morocco’s first-choice be-
tween the sticks.

indeed, Bounou did not play a sin-
gle minute as Morocco were eliminat-
ed from the group stage after games 
against iran, Portugal and spain. How-
ever, as fate would have it, the gifted 
shotstopper would work his way into a 
much better position four years later.

An example of  
perseverance

Thanks to his outstanding form with 
girona, Bounou was given the opportu-
nity to start with Morocco at the CAF Af-
rica Cup of Nations in Egypt in 2019, and 
seemed he was going to firmly establish 
his position as the Atlas Lions’ No1.

Changes were also on the horizon at 
club level, with Bounou moving to sevil-
la from girona, relegated to the second 
division, initially on loan. Yet his route 
to a starting role was blocked by the 

brilliant performances of Czech keeper 
Tomas Vaclik.

An injury to the latter eventually gave 
Bounou his chance, the talented custodi-
an seizing the opportunity to play a full 
part in the Andalusian club winning the 
2019/20 uEFA Europa League.

Having underlined his credentials 
for a starting spot with Los Nervion-
enses, he continued to shine for the club 
and was also Morocco’s No1 at the 2021 
AFCoN in Cameroon. What is more, 
during the 2020/21 season he won the 

coveted Ricardo Zamora trophy in La 
Liga, awarded to the goalkeeper with 
the lowest ratio of goals per game con-
ceded over the campaign.

Qatar 2022: Fate on  
Bounou’s side

“i think we have to learn from our 
experience at Russia 2018,” said Bou-
nou, in an interview with FiFA+ ahead 
of Qatar 2022. “We have to be fully 
ready to play these games and qualify 

[for the knockout stages].”
And after years of relentless striving 

to nail down his position as Morocco’s 
main man, and following a host of ups 
and downs at club level, Bounou appears 
destined to perform heroics for the Atlas 
Lions at Qatar 2022.

Drawn in a difficult group F along 
with Croatia, Belgium and Canada, 
coach Walid Regragui started Bounou in 
two group matches, with the custodian 
missing out on one match due to injury. 
Regragui’s charges topped the section to 
make the last 16, thus equalling the his-
toric feats of the 1986 generation.

Their next challengers were 2010 
champions spain, with a place in the 
history books at stake for Bounou and 
his team-mates in case of a win. After the 
match had ended in a goalless draw after 
normal and extra time, with Bounou re-
quired to save his team more than once, 
the game went to a penalty shootout.

There Bounou took centre-stage, 
saving spot-kicks from Carlos soler and 
sergio Busquets after Pablo sarabia had 
clanked spain’s first attempt off the post 
- with Bounou also having gone the right 
way for that effort.

so, thanks in part to Bounou’s mem-
orable saves, Morocco made the World 
Cup quarter-finals for the first time in 
their history. The 31-year-old goalkeeper 
has proved himself an example of perse-
verance, having achieved his dream and 
helped write a new chapter that Moroc-
can football fans will never forget.

Morocco’s goalkeeper Yassine Bounou deflects a penalty kick from Spain’s midfielder Sergio Busquets during the Qatar 2022 World Cup 
Round of 16 match at the Education City Stadium in Al Rayyan on Tuesday. (afp)

A street artist paints a portrait of Morocco’s goalkeeper Yassine Bounou in Doha on  
Tuesday. (afp)

Rising star 
 
● Benfica forward came into the 
side in place of Cristiano Ronaldo
● Ramos showed his character 
by scoring a hat-trick in 6-1 win

● portugal now face Morocco in 
the quarter-finals on Saturday

Persistence Pays off for  
Morocco hero Bounou

Bounou’s penalty saves key in Morocco reaching first World Cup quarter-final

Luis Enrique



IkolI VIctor
Doha

Morocco has wowed every-
one watching the FIFA World 
cup Qatar 2022. The Atlas Li-
ons have proved that no side 
can be taken lightly. 

Many factors have contrib-
uted to their famous victory 
over the Spaniards coached by 
the illustrious former Barcelona 
manager Luis Enrique. Aside 
from the brilliance of Moroc-
can goalkeeper Yassine Bou-
nou, who made two outstanding 
saves in the penalty kicks, the 
tactical genius of coach Walid 

regragui, and the team’s deter-
mination and commitment to 
their coach’s ideology, there is 
a significant factor – diversity 
-- that has helped the success 
of the lone African and Arab 
nation standing in the tourna-
ment. 

Morocco is one of the most 
diverse teams in the World cup, 
and it is the quintessential unit-
ed nation, with 14 of its 26 play-
ers born in other countries, in-
cluding canada, France, Spain, 
the Netherlands, Belgium, and 
Italy. Each had a different foot-
ball upbringing, each undergo-
ing different experiences. While 
this is paying dividends for the 
surprise package of this World 
cup, banking on players from 

the diaspora or sticking with 
homegrown talent has always 
been a contentious issue.

regragui, who took over the 
team after Vahid Halilhodzic 
was fired in August, took ad-
vantage of the opportunity to 
build his team by convincing 
the Moroccan federation to al-
low anyone who is qualified at 
home or abroad to play for the 
national team. Since then, the 
team hasn’t lost a game.

“For me, I fight for that a lot 
of times with my country,” he 
said. 

“Before this World cup, we 
had a lot of problem about the 
guys born in Europe and the 
guys born in Morocco.”

“I think it showed to the 
world every Moroccan is Moroc-
can with his passport,” said re-

gragui, who was born to Moroc-
can parents in Paris. 

“When you come to the na-
tional team, you want to die, 
you want to fight. And that is 
what I want to show. And now, 
we have one example.

“You have different foot-
ball. You have some players ... 
born in Italy, some players from 
Spain, players from France, 
Netherlands and Belgium. Eve-
ry country has a football cul-
ture, and you make a milkshake 
with that.”

The Moroccan coach said he 
knew competing with Spain, 
who had 77 percent of the 
game’s possession, is no walk 
in the park. He had other plans 
up his sleeve.

“We realised we weren’t 
going to have a lot of posses-
sion,” regragui said. “We were 
humble enough to say we aren’t 
France, Belgium or Germany.”

“We didn’t want to play for 
penalties. But we knew we had 
one of the best goalkeepers in 
the world.”

Bounou, a canadian native, 
did not disappoint, saving two 
penalty kicks and watched an-
other hit the right post. 

“A little bit of feeling, a little 
bit of luck,” Bounou explained. 
“You’re aware of how penalties 
work.” 

The deciding kick came 
from Paris Saint-Germain de-
fender Achraf Hakimi, who was 
born in Spain, and was gently 
tucked in with a panenka to 
end the World cup for the 2010 
champions.

Bounou was named man 
of the match after being tossed 
into the air by teammates and 
regragui. To cap the team’s 
outstanding success, the coach 
took a phone call in the locker 
room from Morocco’s king, 
Mohammed VI, who congratu-
lated the team on becoming the 
fourth African team to advance 
to the quarterfinals, after cam-
eroon (1990), Senegal (2002) 
and Ghana (2010).

“It’s extraordinary to receive 
that call. He’s proud of the play-
ers and as a result we want to go 
farther and do our best on the 
field. We can’t thank our Maj-
esty enough we know he gives 
us strength and support,” re-
gragui said.

Selection
problem
● Before this World Cup, we 
had a lot of problem about 
the guys born in Europe 
and the guys born in 
Morocco.

Diverse
background
● You have some players 
... born in Italy, some 
players from Spain, 
players from France, 
Netherlands and 
Belgium. Every country 
has a football culture, 
and you make a 

milkshake with that.
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Morocco is one of the most diverse teams in the World Cup 
with 14 of its 26 players born in other countries

Morocco’s players celebrate after 
winning the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 Round of 16 match against 
Spain at the Education City  
Stadium in Al Rayyan, west of 
Doha on Tuesday. (aFP)

morocco’s

win
over spain a
triumph of diversity

trIbune news network
Doha

WITH pundits galore labelling Kylian Mbappe an all-time 
FIFA World cup™ great, FIFA+ decided to see how the 
France star compares to four of the tournament’s icons.

Mbappe vs Maradona
on Sunday, Kylian Mbappe scored his eighth and ninth 
FIFA World cup™ goals, taking just 17 minutes to equal and 
then surge ahead of one of the biggest names in the history 
of the competition.

That legend of the game was none other than Diego 
Maradona, the much-missed Argentinian whose eight 
World cup strikes came in 21 games across four editions 
(1982, 1986, 1990 and 1994). Mbappe required just 11 
matches to overtake his total.

While Mbappe and Maradona both have one World cup 
title to their name, El Pibe de oro leads the way in Final ap-
pearances, having lifted the Trophy in 1986 before finishing 
a runner-up four years later.

The former Napoli ace also delivered a tournament re-
cord eight assists on the World cup stage, underlining his 
status as more of a creator than a finisher. Indeed, his im-
pact on Mexico 1986 remains iconic, with no other player 
having left such an unforgettable mark on a single edition. 
only time will tell how Mbappe ends up faring at Qatar 
2022.

Mbappe vs Klose
A World cup debutant at the age of 23, Miroslav Klose an-
nounced his presence in stunning fashion at the 2002 edi-
tion, notching a hat-trick against Saudi Arabia as Germany 
began with an 8-0 win.

Twelve years later, he became the re-
cord goalscorer in the history of the 

competition with his 16th strike 
in a 7-1 defeat of hosts Brazil in 

the semi-finals. A World cup 
winner that year, the former 
Werder Bremen forward re-
mains a legend among leg-
ends, but his position at the 
top of the goal charts could 

be under threat from France’s 
gifted talisman.

Klose got the ball rolling on 
his personal tally aged 23 years and 

1 1 months – the same age as Mbappe, 
who already has a World cup title and nine goals under his 
belt. And while the former Germany striker finished with an 
average of 0.67 strikes per game, the Paris Saint-Germain 
forward is rattling along with a ratio of 0.81, putting him on 
course to eventually break the record.

Like Maradona, Klose won one World cup Final and 
lost another, but unlike the Argentinian he contested four 
semi-finals and was never eliminated in an earlier round. 
That record could prove hard to beat for Mbappe.
Mbappe vs Ronaldo
Mbappe and Brazil great ronaldo may be different types of 
forwards, but both wield the same ability to spark danger. 
For the latter, that translated into 15 World cup goals, put-
ting him second on the all-time list behind Klose, though he 
too is now being chased down by France’s dynamic front 
man.

As for how much he had achieved at Mbappe’s age, 
ronaldo could also pride himself on a World cup title by 
the time he reached 23 years and 11 months. However, that 
came at USA 1994, where the former Barcelona striker did 
not get a single minute of playing time. And though he fol-
lowed up with five goals at France 1998, A Seleção missed 
out on the Trophy after losing the Final 3-0 to the hosts. In 
other words, Mbappe is already a step ahead of the Brazil 
legend.

Nevertheless, the France star still has a long to way to 
go if he hopes to one day match or surpass ronaldo’s World 
cup impact. Not only must he score at least six more goals, 
but Mbappe would also need to win 
another World cup and to score a dou-
ble in the Final, just as his predecessor 
from rio de Janeiro managed in 2002.

Mbappe vs Pele
The strong bond of mutual respect be-
tween Mbappe and Pele is no secret. 
France’s main man dreams of replicat-
ing the exploits of one of his heroes, 
but he will need to have a stellar inter-
national career if he is to equal o rei’s 
haul of three world titles. 

The Brazil icon featured little at 
chile 1962 due to injury and missed the 
Final, but he made his talent count in 
the showpiece games in 1958 and 1970, 
weighing in with goals on both occa-
sions.

Finding the net in two different Fi-
nals puts Pele in an elite club with just 
three other players, including Zinedi-
ne Zidane. The former Santos striker 
also racked up 12 goals in 14 World 
cup games, a figure Mbappe has every 
chance of overtaking.

However, to match Pele’s other 
vast achievements, the Bondy na-
tive will surely need more than 
just his own natural talent. He 
will also require great France 
players around him – and a little 
of the same luck that legends al-
ways seem to have.

How does Mbappe 
measure up to  

World Cup icons?

Morocco’s coach 
Walid Regragui 

(left) and 
defender Achraf 

Hakimi celebrate 
at the Education 
City Stadium in  

Al Rayyan, west of 
Doha on Tuesday. 

(aFP)

5 goals 
Kylian Mbappe (France)

3 goals 
Goncalo Ramos (Portugal)
Lionel Messi (Argentina)
Marcus Rashford (England)
Bukayo Saka (England)
Olivier Giroud (France)
Richarlison (Brazil)
Cody Gakpo (Netherlands)

2 goals 
Bruno Fernandes (Portugal)
Rafael Leao (Portugal)
Julian Alvarez (Argentina)
Andrej Kramaric (Croatia)

top 
goalscorers

France’s forward Kylian Mbappe 
celebrates scoring a goal against 
Poland at the Al Thumama 
Stadium in Doha. (aFP)

the
FReNChMAN 

IS the CuRReNt 
top SCoReR IN 

qAtAR 2022
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INTERVIEW

The midfielder 
discusses the 

team’s wild 
hotel reception 
after beating 
Senegal, and 
what it’s like 
to score at a 
World Cup

We are a bunch  
of best mates:  

Grealish
fifa.com

E
ngland put on a thrilling 
show of attacking football in 
their 3-0 win over Senegal 
but the real party was still to 
come. When they returned to 

the Souq al-Wakra hotel after book-
ing their place in the quarter-final of 

the World Cup, they were greeted by 
the remarkable sight of all the 

hotel staff decked out in 
England kit, dancing 
and singing.

The video of the 
scene, posted online 
by England’s social 
media team, quickly 

went viral and summed 
up the feel-good mood 

within the Three lions 
camp which has been 
evident ever since gareth 
Southgate took over as 

manager in 2018.
Jack grealish empha-

sises the togetherness of the 
England team in an interview 

with FIFa and believes his side 
deserve praise for the way they 

have performed in Qatar.
England began their campaign 

with a bang, with grealish scoring 
his first goal at a World Cup in the 
6-2 thrashing of Iran. Mild criti-
cism may have followed the goalless 
draw with USa but they responded 
perfectly by comfortably beating 
Wales and then Senegal, scoring 
three times without reply in each 
game.

no one has scored more goals 
than gareth Southgate’s side, who 
have also kept three consecutive 
clean sheets. grealish and his side 
know they await their toughest 
test yet when they take on France 
in the quarter-finals on Saturday, 
but with the quality flowing right 
through the squad, he emphasis 
that confidence is high.

First of all, how much 
are you enjoying the 
World Cup?

Yeah, I’m loving it honestly. 
I’m absolutely loving being here 
and representing my country, 
with a group of lads that I like. 
They’re like my brothers. It’s 

honestly brilliant, and to see the 
bond we have with everyone back 

home. I think it’s special and it’s spe-
cial to be part of it.

Talking of bonds, we saw 
footage of you arriving back 
at base camp last night. Why 
don’t you tell us about that?

The staff at our hotel are honestly the most 
lovely people. Even when I just walk past them 
and I try and just speak with them some-
times... and you know just speak with them 
just to give them the time of day and stuff like 
that, because I think it means a lot to them. 
They’re all big football fans there.

It’s probably not every day that they have 
Premier league footballers and England in-
ternationals in their hotel, so I’m sure it means 
a lot to them. and what they did for us [after 
beating Senegal] it was so nice. It might seem 
quite little, but for us it’s so heart-warming 
and hopefully we can repay them, because at 
the moment they’re our biggest supporters. So 
yeah, bless them.

What’s it like to score a goal 

at the FIFA World Cup?
Yeah it was brilliant. It was obviously...

to do it on my debut was a special moment 
in front of my family and stuff like that. The 
only thing that I want to do now is score more 
and try and contribute to the team and help 
the team. You know, as good as it was, it’s a 
thing of the past now and I’m looking forward. 
Hopefully I can help the team going forward, 
and hope we can push on.

So you haven’t watched it 
back at all?

It wasn’t the most beautiful goal I’ve 
scored. It was a tap-in and, you know, just be-
ing there at the right place at the right time. 
Yeah of course I’ve watched it back, because 
it’s something that will stay with me forever, 
and a memory that I look back on already and 
I smile every time I see it.

How gratifying was the 
performance against Senegal? 
Was Gareth very pleased in 
the dressing room afterwards?

 Yeah of course he was. I think it was 
a massive stepping stone for us. We knew it 
was going to be a difficult game, which it was. 
But I think the way the lads played and the way 
that we saw the game out was just brilliant. I 
really do, and I think that’s one thing that’s 
we’re doing as a team now, and credit to the 
manager and his coaching staff. They’ve obvi-
ously worked on it with us and helped us. and 
one thing for me we’re doing... we’re not just 
winning games, we’re controlling games.

and I think we’re just going up at the mo-
ment. We’ve obviously scored a lot of goals, 
I think the most in the tournament maybe. 
Three clean sheets on the bounce, so it’s a team 
full of confidence. and a team full of together-
ness as well. That’s one thing I’ve always said 
about this team. We’re rivals when we play 
against each other on a Saturday for our clubs. 
But as soon as we come here, we’re a bunch of 
best mates that play together.

There’s a lot of noise around 
one of those players after the 
game, that’s obviously Jude 
Bellingham. Tell us what you 
think about his performance 
and how he’s playing at this 
World Cup?

He’s been brilliant, honestly. I didn’t ex-
pect anything else. The way he’s started the 
season playing for dortmund, even the Cham-
pions league and stuff like that. He’s been 
on fire and I didn’t expect anything else. It’s 

crazy to think he’s only 19 years old. The way 
he plays, he’s so mature.

I think we’ve all seen players in the past 
that have been so good, but you can tell they’re 
young by the way they play, if that makes 
sense? But not him. He plays like he’s a 25, 30 
year old player that’s been playing at the top 
for years. He’s got everything, honestly. 

He can defend, tackle, run and dribble, 
and score and assist. So fair play to him and 
one thing as well that’s so good about him is 
that he’s a really lovely kid at heart, a fellow 
Brummie as well. It’s just a shame he doesn’t 
support aston Villa. That’s the only problem 
with him!

How much are you looking 
forward to the match against 
France?

It’s one we’re all looking forward to and 
will prepare well for. Obviously, everyone’s go-
ing to want to be involved in it, I’m sure. But 
like I said, we’re playing with full confidence at 
the moment, but we have to remember they’re 
the champions of the world and it’s going to be 
a difficult game, they’ve got superstars all over 
the pitch.

How do you keep your feet on 
the ground?

It’s quite easy really. Obviously, I’m here 
living my dream coming away with my coun-
try. Representing my country at a World Cup 
is something I’d probably never have dreamt 
of. But I’m loving every minute of it. loving 
the training, you know just… Even when you 
go back to the hotel at night you never take 
anything for granted because you’re at a World 
Cup representing your country. I’m just trying 
to breathe it all in really and enjoy it as much 
as possible because that’s what I think you’ve 
got to do.

Just a few games from history now. Is 
there any ceiling on the expectations of what 
this squad can achieve?

no, we’re just taking every game as it 
comes. I think you all know how talented this 
squad is. You mentioned Jude [Bellingham], 
the likes of Phil [Foden], Bukayo [Saka], ob-
viously, Harry Kane up front. We have such 
a talented squad, honestly, in every position. 
You know, I think we do deserve a bit of credit. 
like I said, we’ve got three clean sheets on the 
bounce now and top scorers in the tourna-
ment.

We’re just taking each game as it comes. I 
don’t think you can do anything else in knock-
out football. We’ll obviously just be looking 
forward to the game on Saturday now and 
hopefully we can go into it full of confidence 
and get the win.

England’s midfielder Grealish (left) and Senegal’s Bamba Dieng fight for the ball during the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match at the Al Bayt Stadium recently. (AFP)
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Hazard ends Belgium national team 
career after World Cup elimination

dpa
Doha

Belgium captain eden Haz-
ard has retired from the na-
tional team in the wake of last 
week’s group stage exit at the 
World Cup in Qatar.

“A page turns today,” Haz-
ard said on instagram Wednes-
day. “i have decided to put an 
end to my international career. 
The succession is ready. i will 
miss you.

“Thank you for your love. 
Thank you for your unparal-
leled support.

Thank you for all this hap-
piness shared since 2008.” 
Hazard, 31, helped Belgium 
finish third at the 2018 World 
Cup in Russia but the golden 
generation team around him-
self, Kevin de Bruyne, Thiba-
ult Courtois and Romelu lu-
kaku then failed to deliver in 
what was seen as their last 
chance at the tournament in 
Qatar.

A major rebuild is now ex-
pected and will also feature a 
new coach as Roberto martinez 
has stepped down.

Hazard has been plagued 

by injuries in recent years, 
only rarely plays at his club 
Real madrid, and was far from 
his form in Qatar. He won 126 
caps, scoring 33 goals.

dpa
Berlin

lionel messi will be a danger 
to the netherlands even when 
he is “chilling” and the Dutch 
must have a “good plan” to 
combat Argentina’s superstar, 
says Dutch defender Virgil van 
Dijk.

The Dutch will renew their 
rivalry with la Albiceleste in 
Friday’s quarter-final contest in 
Qatar, in a fixture rich in World 
Cup history.

Argentina defeated the 
netherlands in the 1978 final, 
while louis van gaal will get the 
chance at revenge having been 
in charge when his side lost to 
messi and company on penal-
ties in the semis eight years ago.

Van Dijk came up against 
messi, who already has three 
goals in Qatar including in the 
2-1 last-16 win over Australia, 

when liverpool defeated Barce-
lona in the 2018-19 Champions 
league semi-finals.

So, naturally, he knows the 
Paris Saint-germain star and 
seven-time Ballon d’or winner 
is a player you can never take 
your eyes off.

“The difficult thing about 

him is when we are attacking, 
he is chilling somewhere in a 
corner or something,” Van Dijk 
said.

“You have to be so very 
sharp in terms of defensive or-
ganisation.

They always looked for him 
to try to make it difficult for us 

on the counter.
“it is an honour to play 

against him. it is not me against 
him, or the netherlands against 
him, but the netherlands 
against Argentina.

“no one can do it on his 
own, we will have to come up 
with a good plan.”

Louis van Gaal will get his chance for vengeance after his side lost on  
penalties to Messi & Co in the semi-finals eight years ago

Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi (centre) and teammates train at Qatar University in Doha on Tuesday. (aFP)

Messi a danger even when 
‘chilling,’ says Van Dijk

dpa
Berlin/Munich

HAnSi Flick remains ger-
many coach despite a group 
stage exit at the Qatar World 
Cup and is to lead the team 
to the euro 2024 tournament 
on home ground, the german 
Football Federation (DFB) 
said on Wednesday.

The announcement came 
after Flick had met with DFB 
president Bernd neuendorf 
and german Football league 
(DFl) supervisory board 
head Hans-Joachim Watzke 
in a hotel on the outskirts 
of Frankfurt to explain what 
had gone wrong in Qatar.

“We are jointly convinced 
that the 2024 european 
Championship in our own 
country represents a great 
opportunity for football in 
germany,” neuendorf said in 
a DFB statement.

“our goal is to make 
this tournament a 
sporting success. 
We have full 
confidence in 
Hansi Flick 
that he will 
master this 
challenge to-
gether with 
his team.” Flick 
said: “i have con-
fidence in the joint 
path we agreed on to-
day with Bernd neuendorf 
and Aki Watzke. We all want 
the whole of germany to ral-
ly behind the national team 
again at the 2024 european 
Championship at home.” 

oliver Bierhoff was origi-
nally also to be present but 
he has resigned from his post 
as national team director in 
the wake of the third disap-
pointing tournament in a row 
for the team, the other being 
a last-16 exit at euro 2020. 
Flick had said right after 
the Qatar exit he wanted to 
stay but then expressed deep 
frustration that Bierhoff was 
leaving in a statement Tues-
day.

He said he his team “are 
finding it difficult to imag-
ine how the void created by 
oliver’s departure can be 
filled, both professionally 
and personally.” This was 
seen by some as a suggestion 
Flick may also throw in the 
towel after just one year at 
the helm, given that he also 
left Bayern munich last year 
mainly over a strained rela-
tionship with board member 

for sport Hasan Salihamid-
zic.

neuendorf said on 
Wednesday that a successor 
for Bierhoff would not be 
named until the DFB has dis-
cussed “the future structure 
of this area of responsibility.” 

Flick was germany as-
sistant coach under Joachim 
löw from 2006 until the 

2014 World Cup title and 
then succeeded him 

last year on a con-
tract until after 

the 2024 euros.
He won 

his first eight 
games in 
charge of the 
national team 

but only three of 
the 11 since then.

His tactics and 
substitutions were 

questioned after last week’s 
Qatar exit from a 2-1 defeat 
against Japan, a 1-1 draw 
with Spain and a meaningless 
4-2 win over Costa Rica.

“We as a team can achieve 
much more than we showed 
in Qatar. We missed a great 
opportunity there. We will 
learn our lessons from 
this,” Flick said defiantly on 
Wednesday.

A survey by Kicker sports 
magazine had revealed that 
more than 50% of those par-
ticipating favoured a new 
coach for a fresh start head-
ing into the euros for which 
germany as directly entered 
hosts will only be preparing 
with friendlies from march 
onwards.

But most pundits had 
called for Flick to get a second 
chance because he proved 
with six titles - including 
the 2020 treble - during his 
18-month reign in munich 
that he can have success. The 
team had also backed him, 
with centre back Antonio Rü-
diger saying “i hope he stays 
- period.”

dpa
Berlin

Arsenal and Brazil striker gabriel 
Jesus has undergone successful 
knee surgery. Jesus was ruled out 
for the remainder of the World 
Cup after sustaining an injury to 
his right knee during the Sele-
cao’s group g clash with Cam-
eroon.

Head coach Tite died re-

ports that Jesus was already car-
rying an issue prior to featuring 
for the five-time world champi-
ons in Qatar. According to un-
confirmed reports in Brazil, Jesus 
will be absent for three months.

Premier league leaders Ar-
senal on Tuesday confirmed he 
has started his rehabilitation pro-
gramme.

The 25-year-old has  played a 
key role in the gunners’ impres-

sive start to the Premier league 
season, which sees them five 
points clear at the summit after 
14 games.

Jesus’ tally of five goals is 
only bettered for Arsenal by mar-
tin odegaard (six), while only 
manchester City midfielder Kevin 
De Bruyne (nine) and team-mate 
Bukayo Saka (six) have registered 
more assists in the english top 
flight than his five.

EURO 
2024 

ON HOME 
GROUND is fan-
tastic opportu-

nity for Ger-
many

Netherlands’ defender Virgil van Dijk (right) takes part in a training session at Qatar University training sites 
in Doha on Tuesday. (aFP)

Belgium’s midfielder Eden Hazard bids farewell. (AFP)

brazil striker Jesus undergoes successful knee surgery

Germany’s head coach Hans-Diet-
er Flick at a press conference at 
the QNCC in Doha recently. (aFP)

It is an honour to play 
against him. It is not  
me against him, or the 
Netherlands against him,  
but the Netherlands  
against Argentina.
Virgil van Dijk

Coach Flick to 
lead Germany  
into Euros despite 
early Qatar exit
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M
OROCCO fans are 
painting an entire 
continent and more 
red following their 
historic win over 

Spain in FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 at the Education City 
Stadium on Tuesday night.

A spirited Morocco beat 
former champions Spain on 
penalties to become the first 
Arab-African nation to win a 
place in the World Cup last 
eight.

No sooner did the final 
whistle blew, you could hear 
horns blaring on the streets, 
people celebrating big time 
at FIFA fans festivals, wav-
ing flags for car tops, cheering 
through Souq Waqif and Ka-
tara Cultural Village. It seemed 
all of Morocco had trooped into 
Doha!

But the celebrations some-
how still seem endless – from 
the fan zones to the cultural 
district to market places and 
long into the night.

Morocco have been dubbed 
as the ‘dark horse’ among Arab 
teams and with Qatar declar-
ing the FIFA World Cup 2022 
as an event for the Arab world 
and all Arabs – the love and de-
light for Morocco’s big jump at 
football’s mega show is making 
the locals tremendously proud.

“We knew it. We have a su-
per coach in Walid Regragui 
and a well-knit team,” said Ab-
delkarim adorned with the Mo-
rocco flag on his back.

“We have scaled past Spain, 
and I feel we can now beat Por-
tugal too! And when that hap-
pens you won’t even be able 
to talk to me at this place,” 
laughed Fatma Adir from Casa-
blanca.

Back in Moroccon capital Ra-
bat, people danced in joy watch-
ing the match on big screens on 
streets and market corners.

Much similar was the scene 
in Paris where Moroccans cele-
brated on the Champs-Elysees. 

Morocco fans also celebrat-
ed in Madrid in Spain and Gaza 
in Palestine.

Meanwhile in Germany, 
more than 1,000 Morocco fans 
took over the streets in Dussel-
dorf to celebrate.

According to the police, 
around 1,200 people gathered 
near the main train station. 
Roads were closed to traffic and 
the police was on site with a 
large contingent, reported dpa.

Fan celebrations also took 
over the streets in the city of 
Essen, the police reported. 
Those celebrating were carry-
ing Moroccan flags and playing 
drums, while drivers joined the 
party honking their horns.

So far, celebrations have 
been peaceful, the police said.

Morocco will meet Portugal 
in the World Cup quarter-final 
to be played at the Al Thuma-
ma Stadium on Saturday.

Moroccans celebrate their team’s victory after the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match against Spain, in Rabat, Morocco, on Tuesday. (AFP)

A Morocco supporter celebrates his national team’s victory after the the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round 
of 16 match against Spain on the Champs-Elysees in Paris on Tuesday. (AFP)

Palestinian supporters of Morocco watch the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round 16 match between Spain 
and Morocco in Gaza City on Tuesday. (AFP)

 Morocco’s supporters celebrate after their team won the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 match against Spain in Madrid on Tuesday. (AFP)

Morocco supporters cheer ahead of the start of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match against Spain, at the FIFA fan zone in 
Doha, on Tuesday. (AFP)

Moroccans celebrate their team’s victory after the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 match against Spain, in Rabat, Morocco, on Tuesday. (AFP)

Morocco supporters gather in Brussels, Belgium, as they celebrate after 
their team won the World Cup 2022 match against Spain on Tuesday. (AFP)

MOROCCO FANS
PAINT THE 
GLOBE RED

From Doha to Rabat, 
Madrid to Paris, Gaza 
to Brussels and 
Dusseldorf... 
Moroccan fans 
celebrate big time  
following their 
national football 
team’s historic win at 
the FIFA World Cup 
2022 in Qatar.




