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EMBRACE TRAVEL, EXPERIENCE A NEW JOURNEY.
Call or WhatsApp Us on +974 4448 4848

Fajr: 4:45 am   
Dhuhr:  11:26 am 
Asr:  2:24 pm   
Maghrib:  4:46 pm     
Isha:  6:16 pm

HigH : 28°C
LOW : 25°C

PArtly clouDy

Qatar takes part in GCC  
supreme CounCil meetinG

Qatar participated in the 154th ministerial meeting of the Supreme council of the 
cooperation council for the Arab States of the Gulf (Gcc) in its 43rd session, at the 
headquarters of the Gcc General Secretariat in riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on Wednesday. In 
the meeting, Qatar’s delegation was headed by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al thani. During the meeting, 
the draft agenda was adopted, the items on the agenda were discussed, and draft deci-
sions and recommendations were adopted. (QNA)

QaTar 2022 group sTage 
best ever, says  FIFa chIeF

QNA
DOHa

FiFa President gianni infantino has described the FiFa 
World Cup Qatar 2022 as the ‘best ever,’ following dra-
matic matches across all eight groups, record-breaking 
attendances and television audience figures across the 
world, and the FiFa Fan Festival in Doha proving hugely 
popular with fans supporting nations from every corner 
of the world.

in an interview published by FiFa’s official website, 
infantino praised the quality of the football involving 
the 32 teams that competed in the group stage - and 
highlighted the passion shown in the stadiums, FiFa 
Fan Festival and fan parks around Qatar.

“i have seen all the matches, indeed, and put very 
simply and very clearly, this has been the best group 
stage of a FiFa World Cup ever. So, it’s very promising 
for the remainder of the World Cup,” the FiFa President 
said. 

“The matches have been of great, great quality in 
beautiful stadiums - we knew that already. However, as 
well, the people who were there were also incredible. 
Over 51,000 on average.” 

infantino continued: “Record-breaking figures on TV 
- we already had over two billion viewers, which is really 
incredible. Two-and-a-half million people in the streets 
of Doha and a few hundred thousand every day in the 
stadiums, all together, cheering together, supporting 

their teams, fantastic atmosphere, great goals, incred-
ible excitement and surprises.” 

“There are no more small teams and no more big 
teams,” the FiFa President said. “The level is very, very 
equal. For the first time as well, national teams from all 
continents going to the knock-out phase, for the first 
time in history. This shows that football is really be-
coming truly global.” “We hope that the FiFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022 continues and concludes as it has started 
- a fantastic success. i am sure that we will reach the 
five billion viewers around the world,” President infan-
tino said. pAge 2

MeriAM Jelliti 
DOHa 

The Safety and Security Oper-
ation Committee (SSOC) of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
has succeeded in providing 
the highest levels of security 
and safety since the start of the 
tournament.

“We have not recorded any 
crimes that threaten the security 
since the tournament. Reports 
received by the National Com-
mand Center were few and mi-
nor compared to the number of 
fans participating in the World 
Cup. The security authorities 
dealt with them with high effi-
ciency, all the movements of the 
fans witnessed a smooth flow of 
entry and exit to sports facilities, 
and the security authorities pro-
vided guidance services to the 
fans and the required assistance 
in all events,” said Brig. Abdul-
lah Khalifa Al Muftah, head of 
the Media Unit of FIFA World 
Cup 2022 Safety and Security 
Operations Committee during 

a press conference on Wednes-
day.

Al Muftah stated that after 
half the duration of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 got over, 
it proved the success of all par-
ties and their cooperation in or-
ganizing this global event. 

“The security efforts of the 
tournament security force and 
the Ministry of Interior have 
ensured this version of the FIFA 
World Cup to be the safest one, 
by applying security and safety 
measures for the masses in ac-
cordance with the best stand-
ards used in various locations,” 
he said. 

A total of 21,579 vehicles 
have undergone security screen-
ing to ensure the safety of the 
tournament participants.

Brig Al Muftah said the work 
is in full swing to keep the com-
munity and visitors safe and at 
ease. The Safety and Security 
Operations Committee has im-
plemented training and guiding 
programmes for all its military 
and security units. pAge 3

Qatar spares no efforts to make 
this World Cup the safest

FIFA President Gianni Infantino.

Cabinet okays changes 
to draft law on regulation  
of fertilizers in GCC

QNA
DOHa

The Cabinet has approved a 
draft law amending certain 
provisions of Law No 24 of 
2006 by issuing a law (system) 
regulating the fertilizers and 
agricultural soil conditioners 
in the Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) and referred it to the 
Shura Council.

The amendment aims to 
reinforcing the penalty on the 
infringement of certain provi-
sions of the act.

The Cabinet, chaired by 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior he Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani, 
took the decision on Wednes-
day. 

The Cabinet reviewed the 
memorandum of the General 
Secretariat of the Shura Coun-
cil, on the expression of inter-
est, on the aspects associated 
with marriage and the views of 
the related concerned authori-
ties in this matter, and took the 
appropriate decision regarding 
this issue.

not a single untoward incident reported so far: ssoC

empower 2022 youTh 
ConferenCe KiCKs off

The Education above all (Eaa) Foundations Empower Youth Conference 
(Empower 2022) kicked off on Wednesday in the heart of the World 
Cup celebrations at the FiFa Fan Festival with inspiring stories about 
the role of football off the pitch from top athletes. The theme for this 
years renowned youth leadership conference, Football for Sustainable 
Development, will look at harnessing football’s ability to create unity 
and integration in communities as well as act as a positive social cata-
lyst for change. The opening ceremony was attended by Chairperson 
of Qatar Museums Sheikha al Mayassa bint Hamad al Thani, Minister 
of Sports and Youth HE Salah bin ghanim al ali, Deputy Speaker of 
the Shura Council HE Dr Hamda bint Hassan al Sulaiti, and a group of 
heads of the diplomatic missions accredited to the state. pAge 12

MiniSTER of Culture HE Sheikh abdulrahman bin Hamad al 
Thani  on Wednesday inaugurated the largest painting on can-
vas in the world, completed by the artist imad Salehi, in the 
presence of a number of personalities, and a representative 
of the guinness Foundation. The culmination of the work is 
its entry into the guinness Book of Records, as this creative 
work becomes the largest painting in the world that enters 
the “guinness Book” with an area of 9,652 square metres. 
The painting tells the story of a ball and restores the histori-
cal memory of the game, and explains the nature of the balls 
used, the host countries of the tournament, the World Cup 
winners, and the best players and scorers in all the World Cup 
editions. pAge 3

'sTory of a ball'  
enTers guinness  
book of records



Over 15,000 air movements 
since World Cup kick-off

QNA
Doha

Qatar Civil aviation authority (QCaa) has 
marked the International Civil aviation Day 
amid high momentum and record numbers 
in air traffic movements, coinciding with the 
FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022, where air traf-
fic has exceeded 15,000 movements since the 
kick off of the tournament.

the aviation sector in Qatar was able to 
make quality leaps and high rates in the ar-
eas of aviation safety and security, to score 
91.16 percent in the International Civil avia-
tion Organization (ICaO) audit of air safety 
standards, 100 percent in applying the secu-
rity standards of annex 9 of the Convention 
on International Civil aviation on Facilities 
and 94.5 percent in applying the standards of 
annex 17 related to civil aviation security (the 
most important criterion in the field of secu-

rity audit), while achieving 96.7 percent in the 
implementation of vital elements related to 
aviation security.

as of tuesday Dec. 6, a total of 15,100 air 
traffic movements were recorded since the 
FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022 kick-off, accord-
ing to the daily statistics published by the Min-
istry of transport on its twitter handle.

Over 593,000 take Doha 
Metro, Lusail Tram in day

a total of 593,689 passengers were transported by both the Doha 
Metro and lusail tram on tuesday. “our networks carried 593,689 
total passengers on tuesday, with 568,945 and 24,744 passengers 
using Doha Metro and lusail tram, respectively. We welcome the 
world onboard our networks!” Qatar Rail said in a tweet.

the observer Programme at 
the FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022 
gave around 180 participants 
the chance to go behind the 
scenes to see for themselves 
how the tournament is organ-
ised. “over the course of three 
days, they visited numerous 
sites including the accreditation 
center, the volunteers’ center, 
tournament headquarters, sta-
diums, the International Broad-
caster Centre, the Main Media 
Centre, FIFa Fan Festival and 
training sites, among others,” 
FIFa said in a statement.

FIFa’s Chief operating officer 
Colin Smith said, “the observer 
Programme is a key component 
of every FIFa World Cup and 
aims to provide a deeper un-
derstanding of what it takes to 
successfully deliver the greatest 
show on earth”.

 “through the observer 
Programme we received a com-
prehensive, big picture lens of 
a FIFa World Cup,” said General 
Manager of acquisition, Events 
and Development for South 
australia Jenny Mann.

“all different elements includ-
ing stadiums, accommodation, 
transport, spectator services, 
and media were covered.” (QNA)

FIFA Programme 
lets 180 people 
have behind the 
scene experience

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha

GIannI Infantino has hailed the 
opening stages of the FIFa World 
Cup Qatar 2022 as the ‘best ever’, fol-
lowing dramatic matches across all 
eight groups, record-breaking attend-
ances and television figures across 
the world, and the FIFa Fan Festival 
in Doha proving hugely popular with 
fans supporting nations from every 
corner of the world.

Speaking as the competition en-
ters the quarter-final stage, the FIFa 
president praised the quality of the 
football involving the 32 teams that 
competed in the group stage – and 
highlighted the passion shown in the 
stadiums, FIFa Fan Festival and fan 
parks around Qatar.

“I have seen all the matches, in-
deed, and put very simply and very 
clearly, this has been the best group 
stage of a FIFa World Cup ever. So, 
it’s very promising for the remainder 
of the FIFa World Cup,” the FIFa 
President said. “the matches have 
been of great, great quality in beauti-
ful stadiums - we knew that already. 
However, as well, the public who was 
there was incredible. Over 51,000 on 
average.”

Mr Infantino continued: “record-
breaking figures on tV - we already 
had over two billion viewers, which is 
really incredible. two-and-a-half mil-
lion people in the streets of Doha and 
a few hundred thousand every day 
in the stadiums, all together, cheer-
ing together, supporting their teams, 
fantastic atmosphere, great goals, in-
credible excitement and surprises.” 

a key pillar of President Infan-
tino’s Vision has been to collaborate 
with member associations and con-
federations to increase global com-
petitiveness. In 2022, following the 
completion of the group stage, and for 

the first time in tournament history, 
teams from all continents were repre-
sented in the last 16. 

among those competing in this 
stage were three nations from the 
asian Football Confederation (aFC) 
– another tournament first – and two 
from Confederation of african Foot-
ball (CaF), for just the second time 
in FIFa World Cup™ history. all fac-
tors, President Infantino explained, 
that can only be positive signs for the 
development of the global game mov-
ing forward.

“there are no more small teams 
and no more big teams,” the FIFa 
President said. “the level is very, 
very equal. For the first time as well, 
national teams from all continents 
going to the knock-out phase, for 
the first time in history. this shows 
that football is really becoming truly 
global.”

Infantino continued: “record-
breaking figures on tV - we already 
had over two billion viewers, which is 
really incredible. Figures published at 
the end of the group stage showed a 
cumulative attendance of 2.45 million 

for the first 48 games, while the first 
knockout round featured a total of 28 
goals over the eight games played; the 
most there has ever been since the 
round of 16 was introduced in 1986.

the FIFa president ended by dis-
cussing his hopes for the remaining 
eight games before the new world 
champions are crowned at Lusail Sta-
dium on 18 December.

“We hope that the FIFa World 
Cup continues and concludes as it 
has started – a fantastic success. I am 
sure that we will reach the five billion 
viewers around the world,” President 
Infantino continued. “When it comes 
to stadium attendances, the stadiums 
are sold-out, full practically at every 
match. the fan festivals, the differ-
ent fan zones, are also very crowded 
with people celebrating and enjoying 
[themselves]. 

“and at the end [of the day], we 
simply want to give some joy and 
some smiles to people all over the 
world. that’s what football is about, 
that’s what the FIFa World Cup is 
about, and that’s what should also 
happen from now until the end.”

Qatar 2022 FIFA World Cup group 
stage best ever, says Infantino
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hamad bin suhaim al thani chairman
adel ali bin ali managing director
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over 2 mn have already 
attended games and 
over 1 mn have visited 
the FiFa Fan Festival

Figures show that the 
global tV audience now 
exceeds 2 bn people 
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World Cup security measures in full swing: Officials
MERIAM JELLITI 

DOHA 

AS many as 21,579 vehicles 
have undergone security 
screenings so far as part of the 
measures to ensure the security 
and safety of the visitors and 
teams during the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, said officials 
from the Ministry of Interior 
(MoI) and the Safety and Se-
curity Operations Committee 
(SSOC) of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, at a press confer-
ence on Wednesday. 

The total number of calls 
received by the National 
Command Centre reached 
585,606, of which 16,000 were 
in the official languages of the 
World Cup. The communica-
tions included enquiries, sug-
gestions and complaints in dif-
ferent languages, based on the 
diversity of the tournament 
fans. The total official security 
movements related to partici-
pating teams reached 4,256 
by various security patrols, ac-
cording to the officials. 

The officials present at the 
press conference were Brig. 
Abdullah Khalifa Al-Muftah, 
head of the Media Unit of the 

SSOC, and commander of the 
Security Media Sector and 
Community Partnership; Col. 
Dr Jabr Hammoud Al-Nuai-
mi, official spokesperson for 
the MoI and the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar Security Force; 
Col. Jassim Al BuHashem Al-
Sayed, executive director of 
the Office of the Commander 
of Security Operations for the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022; 
and Maj. Abdullah Sultan Al-
Ghanim. 

Bridg Abdullah khalifa Al 
Muftah said the efforts are in 
full swing to keep the com-
munity and visitors safe and 
at ease. The SSOC, being the 
primary security body of the 
World Cup tournament, had 

earlier implemented training 
and guidance programmes in 
accordance with the highest 
international standards for all 
its military and security units, 
he said, adding that the units 
have obtained certificates 
qualifying them to cover the 
tasks.

He pointed out Qatar is 
leading in international safety 
and security indicators, such 
as the Global Peace Index and 
the Numbeo Database, among 
others. Bridg Al Muftah added 
that the tournament security 
force had made plans to pro-
vide secure environment for 
the tournament attendees at 
competition venues and other 
facilities, including for the 

participating teams and refer-
ees in the stadiums, at training 
sites and residences.

He noted that the authori-
ties have mobilized all their 
capabilities, employed their 
expertise and strengthened 
regional and international co-
operation to secure the global 
sporting event so that the 
2022 edition becomes the saf-
est and most secure till date. 

“No major security breach-
es or crimes have been record-
ed and the reports received by 
the National Command Center 
were few and minor consider-
ing the number of fans at-
tending the World Cup. The 
security authorities dealt with 
them with high efficiency and 

ensured smooth flow of fans 
at the entry and exit points of 
venues. Besides, the security 
authorities provided guidance 
services and assistance to fans 
at all events,” he said.

Col. Dr Jabr Hammoud Al 
Nuaimi said that no effort was 
spared to make this version 
of the World Cup the safest in 
the history, and to achieve all 
international standards and 

aspirations that have been 
planned, based on clear work 
mechanisms and strategies.

He affirmed the commit-
tee’s keenness to continue its 
implementation of plans with 
the required efficiency and to 
show the true image of Qatar 
at the international level, in 
addition to providing a won-
derful experience for all par-
ticipants and partners.

Katara Publishing 
House releases
22 books on WC

QNA
DOHA

KATARA Publishing House re-
leased on Wednesday 22 books, 
including 10 books in English, as 
part of the activities of the Cul-
tural Village Foundation (Ka-
tara) during the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

The topics of the books revolve 
around the most important events 
during the World Cup tourna-
ments since the first edition in 
1930, the march of the Arabs and 
the Qatari football stars, and the 
growth of well-known sports com-
mentator Youssef Saif. The books 
also include various figures, sta-
tistics and events related to World 
Cup tournaments. 

Dr Khalid bin Ibrahim Al-Su-
laiti, General Manager of Katara, 
said that Katara Publishing House 
produces large number of pub-
lications annually, and that the 

newly released books deal with 
topics that are in line with the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. He 
explained that the books that have 
been translated into English will 
be distributed in the VIP seating 
areas of the World Cup stadiums, 
and will also be made available at 
Katara Publishing House.

The book authored by Dr 
Khaled Al-Jaber deals with the 
growth of Qatar as a soft power 
in the Middle East through the 
hosting of World Cup 2022. The 
book, titled ‘Football Stars in 
Qatar’, written by Dr Maryam 
Al-Nuaimi explains the march 
of 27 players who became the 
first major footballing force in 
the country. ‘Sports Engineer-
ing in World Cup 2022’, written 
by Eng Khaled Abdul Rahim Al-
Sayed, explains Qatar’s stadi-
ums and other facilities for the 
World Cup, and how they en-
sured sustainability.

SECURITY FORCES HAVE SCREENED 21,579 VEHICLES  NATIONAL COMMAND CENTRE RECEIVED 585,606 CALLS

Officials of the Ministry of Interior and the SSOC at a press conference in Doha on Wednesday.

‘The Story of a Ball’ enters
 Guinness Book of Records

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MINISTER of Culture HE Sheikh Ab-
dul Rahman bin Hamad Al Thani inau-
gurated the largest painting on canvas 
in the world, completed by artist Imad 
Salehi, at Qatar University on Wednes-
day, in the presence of a number of 
dignitaries and a representative of the 
Guinness Foundation. 

The 9,652-square metre work, titled 
‘The Story of a Ball’, officially entered the 
Guinness Book of Records as the largest 
painting in the world at the ceremony.

The painting tells the story of a ball 
and recalls the history of the game, ex-
plaining the nature of the balls used, the 
host countries of the tournament, the 
World Cup winners and the best players 
and scorers in all the previous editions 
of the World Cup.

During the inaugural ceremony, a 
video was shown about the stages of 
completion of the huge artwork, and a 
tour was organized to get a closer look 
at the artistic painting drawn on the can-
vas. Following this, the Guinness Book 
of Records certificate was handed over, 
marking its entry into the record book, 
in the presence of the media.

On the occasion, the minister said, 
“The Ministry of Culture spares no effort 
to highlight the works of creators and 
support distinguished works of art.” He 
added that the painting is an embodi-
ment of the great global event that Qatar 
is witnessing.”

On the occasion, Sheikh Faisal 
bin Qassim Al Thani, chairman of the 
Board of Directors of Al-Faisal Hold-
ing, said, “It is my pleasure to witness 
this important cultural event, and to 
be in “Al-Faisal Holding” among the 

supporters of this huge artwork that 
was accomplished by the artist Imad 
Salehi. In his creative way, he talks 
about the close relationship between 
art, culture and sports, which would 
unite peoples and bring them closer 
to one another, regardless of their ori-
gins and races. I would also like to take 
this opportunity to thank the Ministry 
of Culture for its remarkable efforts in 
supporting artists with creative ideas 
that would It enriches the cultural and 
artistic scene in Qatar.”

Minister of Culture unveils world’s largest painting on canvas at Qatar University



QNA
DOHA

THE ‘Qatar2022 For All’ initiative 
is still making headlines in the host 
countries. Co-launched by Qatar Red 
Crescent Society (QRCS) and Qa-
tar Charity (QC) in 16 countries just 
prior to the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, the humanitarian initiative is 
supported by Qatar’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs (MOFA), Qatar Fund for 
Development (QFFD), the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery and Legacy 
(SC), and beIN Sports.

In cooperation with their local 
partners, QRCS and QC installed doz-
ens of sites with large public screens 
and amenities to watch the World 
Cup games; prepared pitches for 
youth teams to play friendly football 
matches; and held other entertain-
ment, educational, and sports activi-
ties that have the same goals as the 
global tournament.

The famous singers and music pro-

ducers Humood Al Khudher and Maher 
Zain visited the fan zones at the Zaatari 
camp in Jordan, where adults and chil-
dren gather to watch the World Cup 
matches. The two men spent six hours 
full of mirth at the tents of QRCS and 
QC. They had a special evening with 
the fans watching a couple of World 
Cup games, in the presence of sports-
caster Suwar Al Dahab. Also, the two 
singers performed some songs that the 
audience liked, and everyone sang their 
masterpiece “Tahayya”.

During the half-time, Al Khudher 

and Zain played a football match with 
the boys, and the attendance particu-
larly enjoyed Suwar Al Dahab’s en-
thusing voice.

They listened to some children 
telling their own stories and dreams, 
predominantly their wish to continue 
schooling. Hajar, the daughter of an as-
sistant nurse at the QRCS-run Qatari 
Clinics of Zaatari, hoped to study den-
tistry, after getting a 90 percent grade.

Al Khudher and Zain expressed 
their appreciation of this lovely gath-
ering, the warm welcome, and the 
chance to bring happiness to the refu-
gees and their children. They thanked 
QRCS and QC for this creative and 
touching initiative, which contributed 
a meaningful humanitarian message 
to Qatar’s success in organizing the 
FIFA World Cup 2022.

QC installed a 700-person tent 

throughout the tournament and or-
ganized Telematch-like competitions 
and games for school students. QRCS 
has another tent, with a capacity of 
500-700 visitors.

Together with Jordan National 
Red Crescent Society (JNRCS), Office 
of the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and 
Blue Mountain Foundation, QRCS is 
organizing a 10-team football league, 
which lasts throughout the World Cup.

The two organizations believe that 
this initiative is part of the humani-
tarian efforts by Qatar and humani-
tarian organizations in areas of refu-
gees and displaced people. Realizing 
the important global sports’ goals of 
alleviating the suffering of vulnerable 
groups and supporting them physi-
cally and mentally, they are organiz-
ing many sports and entertainment 
activities, and they are creating suit-
able settings for the beneficiaries to 
watch football games and share the 
joy with Qatar and the world.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

IMMERSED in all the excite-
ment and celebration during 
this historic period in Qatar’s 
sporting history, one can find 
in the heart of Doha a view like 
no other at the Museum of Is-
lamic Art (MIA) Park. 

MIA Park offers ample 
green space to unwind before 
or after the FIFA World Cup 
matches. You can watch the 
fireworks and other spectacu-
lar displays on the Corniche or 
simply enjoy an oasis of sereni-
ty. Amidst the bustle of the city, 
MIA Park is the destination to 
enjoy relaxing afternoon pic-
nics and serene sunset strolls, 
complemented by a selection 
of local flavours available at ki-
osks and food trucks. 

MIA and MIA Park are ac-
cessible through the museum’s 
main entrance and Qatar Mu-
seums Gallery -Al Riwaq en-
trance at the back of The Sky-
line or giant screen display.  

While at MIA, a visit to 
the gift shop inside the Mu-
seum or the Pop-Up shop at 
MIA Park is an opportunity to 
purchase a range of souvenirs 
including FIFA-licenced mer-
chandise and product lines in-
spired by the ‘Baghdad: Eye’s 
Delight’ exhibition. At the Al 
Riwaq gift shop, visitors have 
access to gifts inspired by the 
‘Lusail Museum: Tales of A 
Connected World’ and ‘Art 
Mill’ exhibitions.  Bring home 
a piece of the World Cup and 
Qatar through the carefully 
curated premium gift items 
that elevate one’s gifting expe-
rience.

For tasty quick bites, MIA 
Café located inside the museum 
offers chicken and lamb mach-

boos to chicken biryani, crispy 
bread with turkey and compote 
cheese to refreshing drinks. It 
affords visitors a quiet moment 
at the lounge without missing 
the view of the Corniche and 
the scenic Doha skyline.

A stroll at MIA Park engag-
es guests with an artful experi-
ence through public art instal-
lations by Yayoi Kusama. “My 
Soul Blooms Forever” is the 
largest outdoor exhibition of its 
kind to take place in the Gulf 
region. The exhibition consists 
of monumental sculptures and 
installations throughout MIA 
Park and Al Riwaq, including 
recent work such as the giant 
Dancing Pumpkin (2020) and 
renowned works such as Nar-
cissus Garden (1966/2022).

MIA Park is a great place to 
be for families and large group 
of friends. The green outdoor 
space provides a sanctuary as 
well as delicacies offered by the 
food trucks and kiosks.  Dis-
cover the wealth of flavours at 
MIA Park Café, Voute Café, Hi-
lal Food Truck, Al Riwaq Café, 
Go Fresh, Desi Dhaba, Home 
Burger Food Truck and Green 
& Go.  

Abdulla Al Dosari, deputy 
director for Operations at MIA, 
shared, “A visit at MIA and MIA 
Park creates moments that are 
actually a union of arts, culture 
and culinary discoveries. MIA 
Park offers a safe space to un-
wind, catch up with friends, 
enjoy family bonding over good 
food in a relaxed and serene 
environment.  At MIA, we are 
all about creating moments 
that will last even beyond the 
tournament”.

Seize the World Cup cele-
bratory moments at MIA Park, 
welcoming everyone 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week!

QRCS, SC bring World Cup vibes to Syrian refugee camp in Jordan

Fanfare: Growing number  
of fans add to atmosphere 

of excitement

KHALID AL TAWALBEH
DOHA

WITH the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 reaching the round 
of last eight, excitement has in-
creased as has the number of 
visitors to the fan zones.

The Al Bidda Park fan zone 
has already recorded more 
than one million visitors since 
its opening on November 19, 
and with the end on December 
18 still some way away, it is ex-
pected to go up significantly.

Festive events on the Doha 
Corniche are witnessing a huge 
turnout with fans from all over 
the world having fun with a va-
riety of performances and ar-
tistic activities over the 6-kilo-
metre stretch.

Osama Al-Rawi, an Iraqi 
fan, told Qatar Tribune that 
the Corniche area, which has 
been exclusively reserved for 
pedestrians since the begin-
ning of this month, is one of the 
most prominent entertainment 
destinations for the public dur-
ing the tournament period. 
Events are being held all along 
from the vicinity of the Shera-
ton Doha hotel to the Museum 
of Islamic Art Park. “I am one 
of the most avid followers of 
all the wonderful events”, he 
added with a smile. “Ongoing 
shows, entertainment activi-
ties, musical bands, live artiste 
performances, food and bever-
age outlets all are witnessing 
peak crowds,” said Al-Rawi.

Sunaya Chihandru, a Japa-
nese fan who has come with his 
child, preferred to stay on even 
after his national team was 
ousted from the tournament. 
He said: “What we see today is 
wonderful. Qatar is a beautiful 
country that has impressed the 
world with more than wonder-
ful management of this mega 
event. I decided to stay and en-
joy the great atmosphere here”.

Mohammad Hassan Nazo, 
who has come from Malay-
sia to see in action the Ar-
gentine national team that 
he loves, praised the organis-
ers’ thoughtfulness in making 

available guidelines and elec-
tronic applications in different 
languages for the benefit of 
visitors.

He expressed great happi-
ness to be in Qatar, praising the 
good reception and treatment 
he received from the people of 
Qatar, with everyone trying to 
helpful, hospitable, and kindly 
to the visitors. He said that the 
fan zones have everything a fan 
needs including the wonderful 
giant screens in a very spacious 
places that can accommodate 
thousands.

Hamza Al-Jariri, who came 
from Jordan, expressed his 
pride that Qatar is the first Arab 
country to organise the World 
Cup. Praising the arrangements, 
organisation and the warm wel-
come he has seen since he set 
foot in Qatar, he expressed great 
happiness with the victory of 
Morocco over Spain”.

He said that the atmos-
phere is great and there are 
plenty of events organised in 
several different places around 
the country, which help him 
enjoy his time with friends. The 
fan zones have everything we 
want”, he said, adding that he 
wished the match commentary 
in the fan areas was in Arabic.

Al-Jariri, who is in Qatar 

on his first visit to the country, 
said that he is happy with his 
experience especially as it was 
his introduction to a new cul-
ture. He also said that despite 
the loss of his favourite team, 
Germany, and its early exit 
from the tournament, he en-
joyed a lot, and considered his 
trip to Qatar to attend the Qa-
tar 2022 World Cup successful.

Senyari Zolfeqar from 
Mauritania said that he and his 
friends visited many event ven-
ues, which they found sophis-
ticated. They visited venues at 
Souq Waqif and Darb Lusail 
in addition to the fans zones, 
where they spent enjoyable 
time encouraging the Brazilian 
team they love.

He continued: “Also, the 
most important thing that 
caught my eye during my stay 
in Qatar was the good reception 
and treatment that I received  
from everyone, whether volun-
teers, security, or the people of 
Qatar, which made me feel very 
satisfied.”

Khalid Mohammed Al Su-
waidi, director of stakeholder 
relations at the Supreme Com-
mittee for Delivery and Legacy, 
had stressed that the cultural 
and entertainment experience 
programme features a wide 

range of offers and activities 
that guarantee all fans a great 
time full of fun and entertain-
ment, so that “the audience’s 
experience is not limited to at-
tending matches in stadiums, 
but also gives them the oppor-
tunity to enjoy other cultural 
and entertainment events dur-
ing the world championship”.

He added: “the event areas 
on the Doha Corniche are the 
largest entertainment destina-
tion for fans during the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, with a 
capacity of more than 120,000 
people”. “It includes a variety 
of festive shows, outlets and 
carts selling food, coffee and 
various drinks, as well as con-
venient spaces for all family 
members, to meet the needs 
and requirements of all catego-
ries of fans during the World 
Cup,” he added.

Hassan Al Thawadi, sec-
retary general of the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery and 
Legacy, said that the FIFA Fan 
Festival embodies the unique 
advantages of the Qatar 2022 
World Cup, noting that it rep-
resents “a comprehensive des-
tination that allows the public 
to enjoy an outstanding experi-
ence throughout the days of the 
world championship.”

Al Thawadi added: “The 
festival is a meeting place for 
fans on the World Cup ground, 
where thousands of football 
fans from all over the world 
gather to spend great time and 
celebrate their passion for foot-
ball, amid a wonderful atmos-
phere, with many performanc-
es, cultural and entertainment 
activities and an amazing view 
of the Doha Corniche”.

Admire art installations, 
watch firework displays
and unwind at MIA Park
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UN chooses Qatar & Ireland to 
facilitate consultations on SDG 
Summit’s Political Declaration

International body praises Qatar’s 
efforts to reduce plastic pollution

UN selects Qatar as Arab States model in implementing MARS for 2030 SDGs

QNA 
NEW YORK

PRESIDENT of the 77th Session 
of the United Nations General As-
sembly Csaba Korosi has chosen 
Permanent Representative of Qatar 
to the United Nations HE Ambassa-
dor Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin Saif Al 
Thani and Permanent Representative 
of Ireland to the United Nations Am-
bassador Fergal Mythen to facilitate 
and lead consultations on the Politi-
cal Declaration of the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDG) Summit dur-
ing the 77th session of the General 
Assembly.

The High-level Political Forum 
on Sustainable Development (HLPF) 
will be held, under the auspices of 
the General Assembly, at the level of 
Heads of State and Government in 
September 2023.

The Sustainable Development 
Goals Summit (SDG Summit) is 
scheduled to take place from Septem-

ber 20 to 21, 2023 at the UN Head-
quarters in New York.

The SDG Summit enjoys great 
momentum as it is an opportunity 
to follow up and address the imple-
mentation of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the 17 
SDGs.

The High-level Political Forum, 
which meets once every four years 

under the auspices of the General As-
sembly, provides high-level political 
guidance on the 2030 Agenda and its 
implementation, identifies progress 
and emerging challenges and takes 
further action to accelerate its imple-
mentation.

The appointment of HE Sheikha 
Alya Ahmed bin Saif Al Thani comes 
in recognition of Qatar’s distin-
guished role in strengthening the 
global partnership for achieving 
sustainable development, as well as 
its efforts in the development field, 
working with partners and multi-
lateral organisations, and providing 
the necessary resources and financ-
ing.

In 2020, HE Sheikha Alya was 
assigned to facilitate and lead nego-
tiations for an agreement on a state-
ment of the commemoration of the 
75th anniversary of the United Na-
tions and was also assigned in 2021 
to facilitate negotiations on the re-
form of the UN Security Council.

QNA 
DOHA

THE Asia Pacific Region Group of the In-
tergovernmental Negotiating Committee 
(INC) has praised Qatar for its efforts to 
reduce plastic pollution and the hosting 
of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 as the first 
carbon-neutral and envi-
ronment-friendly World 
Cup tournament.

The group noted that 
the waste and trash sort-
ing mechanism, and the 
measures adopted by Qa-
tar to reduce the use of 
plastic in sporting events 
by reducing its consump-
tion and recycling it in an 
environmentally sound 
manner, as well as in line 
with the principles of the 
circular economy and with 
the global trends of the Plastics Treaty.

This came after the participation of 
Qatar, represented by the Ministry of 
Environment and Climate Change, in the 
meeting of the Asia Pacific Region Group 
of the Intergovernmental Negotiating 
Committee (INC) to develop a binding 

international law on plastic pollution, 
which was held in the Republic of Uru-
guay from November 28 to December 2.

The Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change participated in the 
meeting, represented by the Department 
of Radiation and Chemicals Protection.

The draft of an international law on 
plastic pollution is one of the solutions 
aimed at mitigating the potential dam-
age resulting from the mismanagement of 
plastic waste, as it is a global transnational 
challenge that requires concerted efforts 
and joint action to protect the environment.

QNA 
DOHA 

THE Planning and Statistics Au-
thority (PSA) on Wednesday said 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG) team at the UN 
Economic and Social Commis-
sion for Western Asia (ESCWA) 
has selected Qatar as a model 
for the use of MARS application 

(Monitoring Application for Re-
porting on SDGs), which is an 
application for monitoring and 
reporting on sustainable devel-
opment goals in the Arab region.

This application enables 
national statistical systems in 
the Arab region to manage data 
flow and facilitate the process of 
reporting data and information 
that are extracted from adminis-

trative records of national agen-
cies through the SDG focal points 
(data providers). All of this is 
performed in line with the UN 
statistical calendar for reporting, 
i.e. the start and end date of the 
national communications. 

Later on, this exemplary ex-
perience will be generalised to 
other Arab countries.

In its statement on Wednes-

day, the PSA indicated that in 
line with the SDG teams task to 
monitor the Agenda for Sustain-
able Development in Arab coun-
tries, it presented a document at 
the 15th session of the Statistical 
Committee, held in Beirut on 
November 16 and 17, 2022 on 
‘Improving monitoring of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development: Institutional En-

vironment, and Production and 
Dissemination of Data’, which 
overviews the progress made 
in improving monitoring of the 
2030 Agenda in the Arab region, 
noting that Qatar was represent-
ed at the session by the PSA.

The PSA pointed out that the 
document commended the ex-
perience of Qatar in establishing 
a national network for sustain-

able development goals consist-
ing of national entities or the 
so-called data and information 
providers to facilitate the pro-
cess of reporting data and infor-
mation coming from the United 
Nations, adding that Qatar is the 
only country that completed the 
establishment of the network in 
a record time of four months, 
from March to July 2020. 

HE Sheikha Alya Ahmed
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Qatar Charity provides 
aid to earthquake-hit 
populace in Indonesia

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity (QC) has provided 
urgent relief aid to more than 4,000 
people affected by the earthquake 
that hit Indonesia’s West Java prov-
ince. 

The relief aid, which came with 
the support of benefactors from Qa-
tar, was delivered to the affected in 
the villages of West Java to allevi-
ate their suffering. The aid included 
food items, drinking water, hygiene 
kits and other items. 

Khaled Al -Yafii, director of the 
Emergency and Relief Department 
at Qatar Charity, said the aid is part 
of Qatar Charity’s humanitarian and 
moral duty towards the needy and 
those affected by disasters and ca-
lamities, adding that such aid is pro-
vided through Qatar Charity’s field 
offices worldwide and in coopera-
tion with its local partners. 

He added that Qatar Charity dis-
tributed the aid to 1,000 families in 
four villages affected by the earth-
quake, which damaged the buildings 

and displaced the people from their 
homes. 

Didi Farhan, head of a benefi-
ciary village, thanked the people of 
Qatar and Qatar Charity for provid-

ing the relief aid and mattresses to 
the affected, stressing that the timely 
aid fulfilled the essential needs of 
the beneficiaries, who are unable to 
meet their basic needs.

DFC, Careem offer ride
discount to customers

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DOHA Festival City (DFC), Qatar’s in-
ternational choice for shopping, dining, 
and entertainment, has announced an 
exclusive collaboration with Careem, the 
region’s leading multi-service app and 
first ride-hailing platform in the region. 

The collaboration, which started on 
November 20, offers exclusive services 
and promotions for Doha Festival City 
visitors until December 31.

Through the collaboration, Doha 
Festival City visitors will receive a 10 
percent discount on up to four rides 
with Careem to and from the mall. To 
avail the offer, customers can enter code 
‘DFC22’ when booking a ride through 
the app. 

Customers can also select a pre-
ferred and convenient pick-up location 
at one of Doha Festival City’s main gates.

“We are happy to collaborate with 
Careem to provide an exclusive service 
to our customers. This will offer great 
benefits to our visitors, especially dur-
ing the period of forecasted increased 
traffic with the ongoing the international 
football tournament hosted in Qatar and 
during the festive season. Our mall is 
always at the forefront to innovate new 
services and products that can provide 
greater convenience to our guests and 
visitors so they can enjoy the most seam-
less shopping and entertainment experi-
ence,” said Robert Hall, Doha Festival 
City’s general manager.

“We’re thrilled to partner with Doha 
Festival City and provide our custom-
ers in Qatar with a seamless ride-hailing 
experience to and from one of Qatar’s 
highest density locations.   Through 
this collaboration, we’ll be able to collec-
tively ease the trips and shopping experi-
ences of the visitors who regularly book 
rides to DFC, consisting of daily com-
muters, business professionals, families, 
and students. Due to the surge in de-
mand during the World Cup,  we’ve also 
expanded Careem’s fleet size to ensure a 
frictionless experience for customers in 
Doha,” said Antonio Al Asmar, Careem’s 
GM for the GCC.

Doha Festival City’s collabora-
tion with Careem will further facilitate 
visitors’ access to the mall’s robust pro-
gramme across a host of indoor and out-
door activations to celebrate the football 
season. 

From November 17 till December 18, 
between 4pm and 12 midnight daily, the 
mall’s Centre Court will be featuring a 
series of world-class live entertainment 
and football-centric activities with an 
aim to offer visitors an engaging experi-
ence. 

The main stage of the Centre Court 
will showcase an impressive line-up of 
multicultural performances featuring 
traditional dances, juggling and balanc-
ing acts, magic tricks, a robot show and 
freestyling. 

Shows start from 5pm, 7pm and 
9pm and will cater to a wide local and 
international audience of all ages.

Qatar Museums instals works of local, regional 
and international artists across Doha locations

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AS part of its plans to transform 
the nation’s landscape into a 
vast outdoor art museum expe-
rience, Qatar Museums, in col-
laboration with the Supervisory 
Committee of Beautification of 
Roads and Public Places in Qa-
tar (Ashghal), has recently in-
stalled several public artworks 
across the city. 

The newly installed public 
artworks include:

• Doha Mountains 
(2022) by Swiss artist Ugo Ron-
dinone, on view along Doha’s 
Ras Abou Aboud beachfront 
near 974 Stadium, echoes the 
Olympic Ring colours that en-
circle the 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic 
and Sports Museum.

• The Doha Modern 
Playground (2022), a site-re-
sponsive playground inspired 
by a group of six key modernist 
buildings in Doha, by Shezad 
Dawood at Al Masrah Park.

• Monira Al Qadiri’s 

Zephyr (2022) is a large-scale 
recreation of a microscopic or-
ganism seen in fossilised ma-
rine algae found in the Arabian 
Peninsula. The Kuwaiti artist’s 
work is located along the West 
Bay’s North Beach.

• Here We Hear (2022) 
is a series of sculptures by Kore-
an artist Suki Seokyeong Kang 
at Corniche Park. Each individ-
ual sculpture provides shelter 
and an open square where indi-
viduals, families and communi-
ties can share their own history. 
Delvendahl Martin Architects 
are the executive architects of 
the project.

• Brazilian artist Er-
nesto Neto’s immersive instal-
lation Slug Turtle, TemplEarth 
(2022), which pays homage to 
the natural environment and 
creates a space for meditation, 
reflection and communion be-
tween visitors and the spirit of 
the desert. Slug Turtle, Tem-
plEarth is a structure in Al 
Zubarah comprising 8 football 
goal frames in an octagonal 

ring, centred on a ceramic earth 
globe sculpture and surrounded 
by a vast surface made of white 
crocheted netting. 

• Al Jassasiya (2022) by 
Qatari artist Salman Al Malek is 
an installation inspired by The 
AlJassasiya site. The Jassasiya 
area was a seaport, located on 
the North East coast of Qatar 
and the sculpture sits at Al Das-
tour Plaza.

• Toub Toub Ya Bahar 
(2022) situated at the Corniche 
Waterfront by Qatari artist Sal-

man Al Malek is inspired by an 
old song from Qatar and the 
Gulf. It translates to “Oh sea, 
have mercy on the sailors!”. 
The song is about ‘waiting’ and 
it was sung by women in the 
community for their sailors and 
divers.

• Standing over 21 me-
tres tall and stretching over 
31 metres long, Jeff Koons’s 
inflatable Dugong (2022) is a 
mammoth form gliding effort-
lessly through a marine habitat; 
a new icon at the Corniche for 

Doha celebrating Qatar’s natu-
ral heritage. 

• Qatar-based Iraqi 
artist Ahmed Al Bahrani cel-
ebrates a Dugong Family in Al 
Ruwais, highlighting the du-
gong’s significance as part of 
Qatar’s history and commit-
ment to protecting the species. 

• Acacia-Tree Seeds 
(2022) by Qatari Artist Mo-
hammed Al Atiq symbolises the 
good and bad nature of human 
beings and highlights the dual-
ity of humanity and art, by de-
picting the seeds from the Aca-
cia Tree. 

• Milestones (2022) 
by Qatari artist Shua’a Ali in 
Grand Hamad Street is in-
spired by construction debris 
and location marks (Neshan) 
found in both urban and desert 
environments. The installation 
is a conceptual representation 
of an important period in the 
economic history of Qatar. 

Abdulrahman Ahmed Al 
Ishaq, Qatar Museums’ Direc-
tor of Public Art, said: “It has 
been an honour to partner with 
Ashghal to instal these incred-
ible artworks by celebrated lo-
cal, regional and international 
artists and we thank them for 
their generous support. Qatar 

Museums invites residents and 
visitors to Qatar to experience 
these pieces, which have trans-
formed Qatar into an outdoor 
canvas.” 

Engineer Mohammad Ar-
qoub Al Khaldi, chairman of 
the Supervisory Committee of 
Beautification of Roads and 
Public Places in Qatar, said: 
“Displaying artworks in public 
places such as parks and beach-
es is a part of the Committee’s 
commitment to increasing the 
presence of art all around us. 
We look forward to further 
expanding the cooperation 
between the Committee and 
Qatar Museums in this regard 
as this plays a big role in high-
lighting Qatar’s cultural iden-
tity to visitors but also benefits 
the citizens and residents of 
Qatar.”

Throughout 2022, Qatar 
Museums has installed more 
than 40 new and commissioned 
public artworks across Doha in 
a variety of public spaces, in-
cluding parks and shopping 
areas, educational and athletic 
facilities, Hamad International 
Airport and Qatar Rail stations, 
as well as select stadiums that 
are hosting the FIFA World 
Cup matches.

Sarjoun Faour - Qatar Museums 

Toub Toub by Salman Al Malek

Displaying artworks in public places such as parks and 
beaches is a part of the Committee’s commitment to 

increasing the presence of art all around us



QNA 
DOHA

THE Administrative Control and 
Transparency Authority (ACTA) 
has announced that Qatar will 
host the first edition of the ‘Codin-
g4Integrity’ initiative ‘Arab Youth 
Anti-Corruption Hackathon’ to 
promote the development of sus-
tainable solutions based on infor-
mation and communication tech-
nology to combat corruption.

This edition will be held in 
partnership with the United Na-
tions Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC), Qatar’s ACTA and Mi-
crosoft Qatar with the aim of co-
operating with youth, promoting 
the development of sustainable 
solutions based on information 
and communication technology to 

combat corruption, and seeking 
to advance the implementation of 
the United Nations Convention 
against Corruption.

ACTA Chairman Hamad bin 
Nasser Al Misnad said Qatar’s 

sponsorship of the upcoming edi-
tion came from its pioneering role 
in strengthening partnerships 
between the public and private 
sectors, increasing efficiency and 
effectiveness in public administra-
tion and providing services, in ad-
dition to increasing transparency, 
accountability and access to the 
governmental and public services.

ACTA stated that the upcom-
ing edition will seek to achieve 
many results, including encour-
aging youth to participate in an-
ti-corruption efforts, increasing 
youth employment opportunities 
and promoting innovation and 
technology.

It said that the upcoming edi-
tion would bring together com-
puter programmers and others 
interested in information technol-

ogy, especially people from 18 to 
30 years old.

The ‘Coding4Integrity’ initia-
tive is one of the most important 
elements of the Global Resource 
For Anti-Corruption Education 
And Youth Empowerment (Grace) 
launched by the UNODC. It aims 
to benefit from youth energies and 
their innovative potential in devel-
oping technological solutions to 
combat problems regarding cor-
ruption affecting their local com-
munities.

As part of this partnership, 
Microsoft Qatar will provide direct 
support to more than 150 young 
programmers from participating 
countries. It will also help the par-
ticipants benefit from Microsoft’s 
expertise in the mentorship and 
technological innovation fields.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry 
(MoCI), in cooperation 
with Al-Attiya Motors 
and Trading Company, 
Qatar’s Kia dealership, 
has announced the re-
call of Kia Carens, 2022-
2023 models, due to a 
possible defect in the 
airbag control unit that 
might result in the air-
bags not deploying if the 
vehicle is subjected to an 
accident.

The ministry said the 
recall campaign comes 
within the framework of 
its ongoing efforts to pro-
tect consumers and en-
sure that car dealers fol-
low up on vehicle defects 
and repairs.

The ministry said 
that it will coordinate 
with the dealer to follow 
up on the maintenance 
and repair works and 
will communicate with 
customers to ensure that 
the necessary repairs are 
carried out. 

The ministry urged 
all customers to report 
any violations to its Con-
sumer Protection and 
Anti-Commercial Fraud 
Department, which pro-
cesses complaints, in-
quiries and suggestions 
through Call Center: 
16001, email: info@
moci.gov.qa, Twitter @
MOCIQATAR, Insta-
gram MOCIQATAR and 
the ministry’s mobile 
application available on 
iPhone and Android de-
vices MOCI_QATAR

Qatar set to host first Arab Youth 
Anti-Corruption Hackathon: ACTA

QBG donates 
seedlings to 
decorate World 
Cup stadiums

MoCI recalls 2022-23
models of Kia Carens 

QU Health launches campaign 
to help promote public health

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qur’anic Botanic Gar-
den (QBG), part of Hamad Bin 
Khalifa University (HBKU), has 
donated a large collection of tree 
seedlings and saplings that the 
Supreme Committee for Delivery 
and Legacy will use to decorate 
stadiums and facilities hosting 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. 

The initiative is part of QBG’s 
efforts to promote green recovery 
and environmental conserva-
tion efforts and will feature the 
distribution of 499 varieties of 
ornamental trees, perennial her-
baceous plants and shrubs that 
provide an aesthetic character to 
the facilities.

The donated offshoots were 
cultivated in QBG’s herbarium, a 
hub that employs the latest hor-
ticultural practices in the areas 
of cultivation and management 
to preserve plant life under vari-
ous climate conditions. The cen-
tre also hosts the mother trees to 
source the required seeds.

The latest initiative is part of 
the long-standing ‘Ghars’ cam-
paign launched by QBG after 
Qatar secured the bid to host the 
World Cup. The campaign will re-
sult in the planting of 2,022 trees 
by the time the FIFA World Cup 
2022 ends, in a symbolic move 
that projects to the world Qatar’s 
commitment to the environment.

Engineer Mohamed Hassou-
na, a horticultural expert at QBG, 
said: “The ongoing cooperation 
between the Garden and the Su-
preme Committee for Delivery 
and Legacy reflects the extent 
of integration and coordination 

among all state institutions to 
leverage the 2022 World Cup to 
build a sustainable legacy for Qa-
tar and the entire Arab region.”

“Since its inception, the 
Ghars campaign has inspired 
many green initiatives in Qatar 
at the national, institutional and 
personal levels. Many similar 
campaigns have been already 
launched as a result, reflecting 
the success of the campaign and 

its impact on society and the envi-
ronment,” Eng Hassouna added.

QBG has been keen on pro-
moting afforestation efforts as 
part of its role in preserving the 
environment and protecting bio-
diversity on several fronts. 

QBG’s efforts range from the 
free distribution of trees to pro-
viding guidance on cultivating 
plants as well as producing and 
preserving seedlings at the her-
barium and rehabilitating natural 
habitats with local desert plants. 
These initiatives contribute to 
global campaigns, including the 
United Nations’ (UN) Sustain-
able Development Goals and the 
UN Decade on Ecosystem Resto-
ration.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QU Health at Qatar Univer-
sity (QU)) has launched a 
one-month campaign ‘This is 
Public Health’ under the title 
‘Enhancing People’s Activity 
towards a Healthier World’. 

The campaign includes 
many activities and events 
aimed at promoting the gen-
eral health of individuals 
through physical activity and 
educational and interactive 
booths among members of the 
community.

The QU Health colleges 
-- College of Health Sciences, 
College of Pharmacy, College 
of Medicine, College of Dental 
Medicine and College of Nurs-
ing - participated in the cam-
paign by conducting a number 
of activities and events in per-
son and through social media 
platforms. 

The College of Health Sci-
ences presented many events, 
such as educational work-
shops on proper nutrition to 
promote mental health, yoga 
activities and school visits 
as well as interactive events 
to promote healthy lifestyle 
with football games to pro-
mote FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. These include health 
pulse awareness infographics 
on proper nutrition to prevent 
cancer.

The College of Medicine 
participated in an awareness 
video about breast cancer and 
methods of prevention and 
treatment in cooperation with 
Hamad Medical Corporation 
and an interview with Chef Ai-
sha Al Tamimi, a breast cancer 
survivor, to talk about her ex-
perience and encourage wom-
en to have early screening for 
prevention. 

The College of Pharmacy par-
ticipated in awareness segments 
on the dangers of sports doping.

The launch was attended 
by 300 people from the health 

sector, in addition to 50 peo-
ple from partners to celebrate 
this day in Ibn Al-Bitar Build-
ing as part of the campaign. 
It targeted all members of the 
health and medical sciences 
sector from various health dis-
ciplines, including students, 
faculty and staff. 

These events aimed to 
strengthen the mental health 
and well-being for all, in terms 
of reviewing practical well-
being strategies and science-
based skills to promote mental 
health and well-being, psychi-
atric illness and advocate for 
early screening to manage de-
pression and anxiety to create 
an atmosphere of connected-
ness and social belonging.

QU Health also organised 
a videography competition 
on social media platforms 
to showcase physical activ-

ity in line with the country’s 
celebrations of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, with 
a live broadcast interview 
with coach Abdullah Al Kaabi, 
activist on social media plat-
forms and founder of Athlete 
13 Academy. 

The interview was con-
ducted by QU student Nour 
Hassan, who specialises in 
nutrition from the College of 
Health Sciences.

This campaign also aimed 
to raise awareness on the 
importance of public health, 
both physically and psycho-
logically, by presenting some 
preventive strategies that 
aim to protect the mental 
and physical health of indi-
viduals in cooperation with 
all departments of QU, the 
Ministry of Public Health, the 
Primary Health Care Corpo-

ration and health centres in 
Qatar. 

Prof Asma Al Thani, vice-
president of Health and Medi-
cal Sciences, stressed the im-
portance of the campaign in 
consolidating the efforts of the 
QU Health colleges and high-
lighting their role as one clus-
ter whose primary mission is 
to promote public health, en-
courage physical activity and 
pay attention to the mental 
health of individuals.

Dr Alaa El-Awisi, direc-
tor of Clinical Operations and 
Engagement in QU Health, 
said the campaign seeks to en-
hance the general health of all 
and encourage them to move. 

Dr Ghadir Al Jayyousi, 
assistant professor of Public 
Health, said: “It was very im-
pressive to observe how eve-
ryone at the event - faculty, 
students and alumni - was 
passionate about public health 
and showed the utmost desire 
and responsibility towards 
promoting the health and 
wellbeing of the QU commu-
nity and beyond.”

Noora Al Abdullah, a 
fourth-year medical student, 
said: “My aim is to raise 
awareness about good nutri-
tion and a healthy lifestyle and 
their relationship to our men-
tal health. Our focus was on 
gut health and its great role in 
mental stability.”

Khaled Al Zawawi, a fifth-
year medical student, and 
Reem Abdel-Aal said that they 
are trying to develop an app 
to help everyone and mainly 
teenagers cope with the many 
stressors and the pressure 
they endure in modern life. 

“When we pitched the idea 
to students in Qatar University 
during World Mental Health 
Day, the reactions were noth-
ing less than amazing. Every-
one was excited about the idea 
and said that it would greatly 
benefit them and the commu-
nity as a whole,” they said.
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ACTA Chairman Hamad bin 
Nasser Al Misnad

The initiative is part of QBG’s 
efforts to promote green 
recovery and environmental 
conservation efforts and will 
feature the distribution of 
499 varieties of ornamental 
trees, perennial herbaceous 
plants and shrubs that pro-
vide an aesthetic character 
to the facilities

Participants at the QU Health campaign to promote public health.

QU Health colleges participated 
in the campaign by conducting a 
number of activities and events.

The event aims to enhance people’s activity and promote public health.



QNA 
DOHA 

THE performances of the play 
‘Tournament Journey’ pre-
sented by the team ‘Puppet 
Space’ as part of the events 
of the Theatre Affairs Centre 
in Darb Al Saai are witness-
ing a huge turnout of children 
viewers who enjoy the event’s 
festive and exciting atmos-
pheres.

In a statement to QNA, 
director of the puppet show 
Muhammad Ali Bin Hamou-
da said that the performances 
have a major significance in 
developing the language and 
listening skills, where playing 
with puppets helps develop 
the language for children 
and assists them to overcome 
their shyness to engage in 
conversations with others, in 
addition to upgrading the lis-
tening skills of children. Pup-
pets in theatre narrate stories 
and incidents with an attrac-
tive style and promote confi-
dence in children, as well as 
trigger imagination and inno-
vation for them, he added.

“The show was intended 

to present an artist’s work, 
combined with the actor and 
the puppet to be ingrained in 
the children’s memory. It is 
inspired by the incidents we 
live and the dream of hosting 
the World Cup, as the “Tour-
nament Journey” play nar-
rates a child’s journey with 
his puppet friends that seek 

to attend the opening match 
in the World Cup and watch 
the national football team. 
They travel in a journey with 
the children spectators across 
the eight stadiums dedicated 
to the World Cup, with some 
information offered on the 
aesthetics of these stadiums, 
designs, stadium’s history 

and the number of fans it ac-
commodates,” he said.

He indicated that the play 
presents a cultural, educa-
tional and recreational mes-
sage to the children through 
which they get familiarized 
with the use of puppets, 
pointing out that the blend 
in the play show between the 

human actor and puppet is a 
catalyst to expand the imagi-
nation for children. He added 
that the centre also presents 
another play titled “Realize 
your dream” which shows 
how family can support the 
ambitions of sons and daugh-
ters, in addition to present-
ing a myriad of workshops 

that target children from the 
age of 3-14 years, and are 
considered a combination 
of various hand and finger 
puppets, as per age category 
to educate the children the 
mechanisms of moving the 
puppets through selection of 
appropriate things from the 
environment.

‘Tournament Journey’ play sees huge 
turnout of children at Darb Al Saai

Theatre artists and puppeteers during their performance of the ‘Tournament Journey’ play organised by the Theatre Affairs Centre in Darb Al Saai as part of the World Cup festivities in Doha. 
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BEIN SPORTS, as the official 
broadcaster of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 and a proud 
advocate for creating an in-
clusive and accessible football 
tournament for all, is delighted 
that its broadcast coverage 
is being made available in-
side more than 20 special fan 
zones catering to thousands of 
refugees and displaced people 
across western Asia and North 
Africa.

Two separate initiatives 
running in the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) – namely 
the “Qatar 2022 For All” initia-
tive and a separate programme 
of events by the Qatar Commit-
tee for the Reconstruction of 
Gaza – are helping ensure this 
month’s historic World Cup is 
available to as many people in 
the region as possible.

“Qatar 2022 For All” is a 
humanitarian initiative led by 
the Qatar Red Crescent Society 
and Qatar Charity, in partner-
ship with the Qatar Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, and supported 
by the Qatar Fund for Develop-
ment, beIN SPORTS, and the 
Supreme Committee for Deliv-
ery and Legacy. It involves the 
creation of dedicated fan zones 
across a range of countries, 
including Iraq, Jordan, Leba-
non, Palestine, Sudan, and 
Yemen. All fan zones feature 
huge TV screens carrying beIN 
SPORTS’ extensive coverage.

The aim of the “Qatar 2022 
For All” initiative is multi-fold 
with the ultimate objectives 
being to promote a culture of 
peace and social integration, 
enhance the role of sports in 
alleviating the suffering of af-
fected nations, provide mental 
support for displaced people 
and refugees, and share the 
joy of the first FIFA World Cup 
held in the region.

Meanwhile, the Qatar 
Committee for the Reconstruc-

tion of Gaza organised screen-
ings in the centre of Gaza City 
and in Ramallah. The fan zone 
in Gaza can accommodate up 
to 3,000 fans, while the set-up 
in Ramallah is able to host a 
further 1,000 spectators. The 
result is football fans gather-
ing each night to watch FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 action, 
with traditional dabké shows 
and fireworks also occasion-
ally occurring. Fans are able to 
watch the games for free, cour-
tesy of beIN, which collaborat-
ed with Qatar to ensure those 
who live in difficult economic 
situations in the MENA region 
can watch the tournament and 
feel part of this historic hosting 
of football’s grandest showcase 
taking place in the Arab world 
for the first time.

Jassim Abdulrahman Al 
Muftah, Director of Corpo-
rate Communications at beIN 
MENA, said: “This is a historic 
World Cup not only for Qatar 
and the Middle East, but for the 
entire Arab world, and we are 
proud to support this generous 

State initiative. Football’s abil-
ity to change perceptions, im-
plement societal change, and 
boost sustainable development 
is well documented and we 
are pleased to be able to help 
provide a little escapism to the 
millions of refugees and dis-
placed people by sharing the 
joy of the World Cup through 
our daily coverage”.

beIN SPORTS, as well as 
broadcasting all 64 games of 
the tournament to its subscrib-
ers across the Middle East and 
North Africa and providing 
free coverage with the fan cen-
tres for refugees and displaced 
people, has shown its commit-
ment to making the tourna-
ment accessible to as many 
fans as possible by broadcast-
ing 22 matches on its free-to-
air beIN SPORTS channel. 
The move means millions of 
fans and families across the 
24-country MENA region can 
experience the magic of the 
World Cup, which is being held 
for the first time in their home 
region.

beIN SPORTS provides 
FIFA World Cup Qatar
coverage to refugees
Humanitarian initiative 
led by Qatar sees over 20 
dedicated fan tents set 
up in Iraq, Jordan, Leba-
non, Palestine, Sudan, 
and Yemen, among others
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Football fans 
from across 
the world bask 
in the friendly 
atmosphere 
throughout the 
FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. 

UNITED BY FOOTBALL



AGENCIES 

RUSSIAN President Vladimir 
Putin says the fighting in 
Ukraine could last for a long 
time but there is no need to mo-
bilise additional soldiers. Putin 
spoke at a televised annual ses-
sion of his Human Rights Coun-
cil, where he said the “special 
military operation” could be a 
“long process”.

 “As for the duration of the 
special military operation, well, 
of course, this can be a long pro-
cess,” Putin said.

But he said there was “no 
sense” in another round of mo-
bilisation at this point, after a 
call-up of 300,000 reservists in 
September and October.

Putin said that out of that 
total,150,000 were now de-
ployed in Ukraine, of those, 
77,000 were in combat units, 
with the remainder performing 
defensive functions.

He added that the risk of a 
nuclear war is rising but insists 
Russia has not “gone mad” and 
saw its own nuclear arsenal as a 
purely defensive deterrent.

Nevertheless, Putin said 
Russia would defend its terri-
tory and its allies “with all avail-
able means”, adding that it was 
the United States, not Russia, 
that had deployed “tactical” 
nuclear weapons in other coun-

tries. Putin was speaking in the 
10th month of the Ukraine war, 
responding to comments by a 
member of the rights council 
who said Ukrainian forces were 
shelling residential areas of the 
Russian-controlled Donetsk re-
gion.

According to the United 
Nations humanitarian chief, 
Russia’s “sustained” attacks on 
Ukraine’s energy infrastruc-
ture, as temperatures fall below 
freezing, has created a “new lev-
el of need” in a war he has called 
“senseless”.

Martin Griffiths, the under-
secretary-general for humani-
tarian affairs, detailed to the UN 
Security Council on Tuesday the 
toll of “widespread death, dis-
placement and suffering” since 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on 

February 24. He said the situ-
ation has been exacerbated by 
Moscow’s recent attacks on cru-
cial utility infrastructure, which 
has left millions without access 
to heat, electricity and water 
and added “another dangerous 
dimension to the humanitarian 
crisis caused by the war”.

More than 14 million peo-
ple have now been forcibly 
displaced from their homes in 
Ukraine, including 7.8 million 
who have sought refuge else-
where in Europe, Griffiths told 
the council.

A total of 17,023 civilians 
have been killed, including 
419 children as of December 
1, he added, citing data from 
the UN human rights office 
and warning “the real toll is 
far greater”.

Putin says Ukraine 
war is ‘long process’

Local resident Maryna, 59, stands outside the door of her neighbours’ damaged flat in a multi-storey residential building following Russian strike in 
the southern Ukrainian town of Kherson on Wednesday. 

Nuclear war threat 
rising but arsenal 
purely a defensive 
deterrent, said Putin.

China’s Xi starts 3-day visit to Saudi Arabia 
DPA

 CAIRO 

CHINESE President Xi Jinping 
on Wednesday landed in Ri-
yadh, starting an official visit to 
oil-rich Saudi Arabia where he 
plans to meet Saudi, Gulf and 
Arab leaders.

Welcoming him at the King 
Khalid airport in Riyadh were 
Saudi Arabia’s foreign minister 
and the Riyadh governor, the 
monarchy’s official news agency 
SPA reported.

During his three-day visit, 
Xi will reportedly hold meetings 
from Thursday onwards with 
Saudi Arabia’s King Salman, 
Crown Prince Mohammed, the 
kingdom’s de facto ruler, as well 
as a summit with Gulf and Arab 
leaders.

Saudi Arabia and China are 
also expected to sign agreements 

worth over 110bn Saudi riyals 
($29.3bn) during Xi’s “historic” 
visit, the Saudi Arabian English-
language newspaper, Saudi Ga-
zette reported.

Xi’s trip comes around five 
months after US President Joe 
Biden visited Saudi Arabia, and 
told Arab leaders that Wash-
ington “will not walk away and 
leave a vacuum to be filled by 
China, Russia or Iran.” But in 
recent months, ties between 
Saudi Arabia and its traditional 
ally, the US, have strained over 
energy supplies.

Saudi Arabia drew heavy 
criticism from the US after the 
Riyadh-led oil cartel OPEC+, 
which comprises Russia, an-
nounced in October it was cut-
ting the crude output by 2 mil-
lion barrels per day.

Washington saw the step as 
tilting towards Russia waging 

a months-long war in Ukraine.
In response to the US criticism, 
Saudi officials said the produc-
tion cut was purely economic.

The Gulf countries have en-
hanced their economic, political, 

and security relations with Chi-
na over the years. For Saudi Ara-
bia, which is the world’s top oil 
exporter, China is currently an 
important trading partner and 
its largest customer for crude.

China’s President Xi Jinping (R) being received by the Governor of 
Riyadh province Prince Faisal bin Bandar al-Saud (L) at King Khalid 
International Airport in Saudi Arabia’s capital Riyadh.
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JAKARTA: An Indonesian man who helped assemble the bombs 
used in the 2002 Bali bombings was released on parole on 
Wednesday after serving a little more than half of his 20-year jail 
sentence, the Justice Ministry said. Umar Patek, also known as 
Hisyam bin Alizein, walked free from the Surabaya penitentiary but 
he is required to report regularly to authorities until April 2030, 
said Rika Aprianti, a spokesperson for the ministry’s directorate 
general of corrections. “He has fulfilled requirements for parole, 
including showing good behaviour and taking part in deradicali-
zation programmes,” she said in a statement. The October 2, 
2002 bombings on the Indonesian resort island, the country’s 
worst terrorist attack, killed 202 people, mostly holidaymakers. 
Officials have praised Umar as a deradicalization success story, 
but news a few months ago that he would be released on parole 
had angered many in neighbouring Australia, 88 of whose citi-
zens were killed in the attack. Australian Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese said at that time that Patek’s release would “cause 
further distress” to families of those killed in the bombings. Patek 
has said that he hoped to educate Indonesians about the danger 
of religious extremism after his release. Patek was arrested in 
Pakistan in 2011 and tried in Indonesia. He was sentenced to 20 
years in prison the next year. (DPA)

Bali bomber paroled after serving half of 
20-year jail sentence

News 
in brief

China relaxes zero-COVID strategy in 
concession to protesters

BEIJING: Chinese authorities have announced a relaxation of 
their zero-COVID measures to contain the coronavirus pandemic 
after weeks of mass protests. The government announced a 
10-point plan in Beijing on Wednesday that includes easing of 
quarantine, testing and lockdown rules. For asymptomatic and 
mild cases of COVID-19, isolation at home will be possible “in 
principle,” according to the plan. On the 6th and 7th day of home 
quarantine, two negative PCR tests will be necessary to be able 
to move freely again. Close contacts will be able to isolate at 
home for five days and then test free. Lockdowns will only apply 
to buildings, housing units, or individual floors or households, not 
be “arbitrarily” extended to an entire district, street or neighbour-
hood, according to the plan. Negative PCR tests will no longer 
be required when people travel between regions. Accordingly, 
the number and frequency of tests conducted will be reduced. 
Beijing’s policy of strict lockdowns and unprecedented restric-
tions on movement set off mass protests several weeks that 
have marked a rare challenge to Chinese leader Xi Jinping. China 
has been hit by the biggest wave of coronavirus infections since 
the pandemic began three years ago, even if the absolute num-
bers are low by international standards. The health commission 
reported around 25,000 new infections in one day on Wednes-
day. The numbers have been declining for days, after peaking at 
around 40,000 at the end of November. (DPA)

Around 150 injured in Barcelona 
commuter train crash

MADRID: Around 150 passengers were injured when two suburban 
trains crashed in Barcelona on Wednesday morning, with three 
people taken to hospital, according to civil defence authorities. Most 
passengers escaped with minor injuries. “I was in the train that was 
stationary and was hit by another train,” passenger Josep Jorge told 
La Vanguardia daily. “Moments of panic, screams and anguish. This 
lack of security is intolerable.” The suburban trains tend to be full 
during the morning rush hour, with many having to stand. A strong jolt 
can pull people over. Most passengers had mainly suffered bruising 
to the arms and legs, the civil defence authority wrote on Twitter. It 
was unclear what had caused the accident, which occurred at the 
Montcada i Reixac station in the north of Barcelona. The railway 
system is often criticized for a lack of investment, with trains arriving 
late or not at all, and minor accidents occurring time and again. 
(DPA)

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky 
is Time Magazine’s 
Person of the Year

DPA 
NEW YORK 

UKRAINIAN President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky has been 
named Person of the Year by 
the US magazine Time for his 
resistance to the Russian inva-
sion of his country.

“This year’s choice was the 
most clear-cut in memory,” 
Time editor-in-chief Edward 
Felsenthal wrote on Wednes-
day. “Whether the battle for 
Ukraine fills one with hope or 
with fear, Volodymyr Zelensky 
galvanized the world in a way 
we haven’t seen in decades.” 

Felsenthal described the 
44-year-old’s decision to stay 
in Kiev after Russia’s invasion 
at the end of February and the 
advance of troops on the capi-
tal as “fateful.” 

He highlighted Zelensky’s 
use of social media to dem-
onstrate resolve and to rally 
support, noting that his “in-
formation offensive shifted the 
geopolitical weather system, 
setting off a wave of action that 

swept the globe.” 
Every year for almost a 

century, Time has been choos-
ing its “Person of the Year” 
- the individual who has most 
changed the world in the previ-
ous twelve months. Last year’s 
winner was the entrepreneur 
Elon Musk.

Time also referenced the 
“spirit of Ukraine” in its choice 
for this year.

Time also referenced the 
“spirit of Ukraine” in its 
choice for this year.

25 right-wing extremists arrested in Germany amid nationwide raids
DPA 

KARLSRUHE 

TWENTY-FIVE right-wing extremists of 
the so-called Reich Citizens’ Movement 
have been arrested in Germany, a spokes-
person for the federal prosecutor’s office 
said Wednesday.

Police officers are conducting raids in 
11 of Germany’s 16 federal states as part of 
a major operation against the extremists, 
the spokesperson added. Members of the 
movement do not accept the legitimacy of 
the German state. They often refuse to pay 
taxes and amass illegal weapons.

The movement is made up of smaller 
groups with names such as “Confederation 

of the German Reich” or “Kingdom Germa-
ny.” Germany’s domestic intelligence agen-
cy estimates that the movement has around 
21,000 adherents.

More than 3,000 officers including 
elite anti-terror units took part in the early 
morning raids and searched more than 
130 properties, in what German media de-
scribed as one of the largest police actions 
the country has ever seen. Alleged members 
of the “Citizens of the Reich” movement are 
suspected of “having made concrete prepa-
rations to violently force their way into the 
German parliament with a small armed 
group”, prosecutors said in a statement.

German special police forces detain Heinrich XIII Prinz 
Reuss (R) in a police car after searching a house in 
Frankfurt / Main, western Germany, on Wednesday. 
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MINISTER of State for En-
ergy Affairs HE Saad Sherida 
Al Kaabi took part in the 16th 
annual forum of the Gulf Pet-

rochemicals & Chemicals Asso-
ciation (GPCA), which was held 
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

The forum, which was inau-
gurated by Minister of Energy 
of Saudi Arabia HRH Prince 
Abdulaziz bin Salman Al Saud, 

was held under the theme 
‘managing net-zero ambi-
tions in the energy sector with 
growth.’

Delegates are discussing 
developing policies to adopt 
lower carbon in the energy sec-

tor, driving the shift towards 
clean energy sources through 
innovative strategies, realising 
the future of the region to lead 
the evolution of the Carbon 
Circular Economy, and the way 
forward for the GCC to lead the 

development of a hydrogen 
economy.

The annual GPCA forum 
is the flagship petrochemical 
gathering in the Middle East, 
bringing together officials 
and executives of the leading 

petrochemical and chemical 
industry companies for an 
exchange of views on the cur-
rent situation and future pros-
pects.

The 17th GPCA Forum will 
be held next year in Doha.

CB gets ‘Bank of the Year’ 
award in Qatar from 
The Banker Magazine

QCB’s foreign currency 
reserves surge 6.82% 
to QR224 billion in Nov

QNA
DOHA 

THE foreign currency reserves 
and liquidity of the Qatar Cen-
tral Bank (QCB) increased 
by 6.82 percent to reach 
QR223.985 billion in November 
compared to QR209.675 billion 
in November 2021.

The figures issued by the 
QCB on Wednesday showed 
that QCB’s official reserves 
increased by the end of No-
vember 2022 year-on-year by 
about QR13.169 billion to reach 
QR166.109 billion, driven by the 
increase in the QCB’s balances 
of bonds and foreign treasury 
bills by about QR18.896 billion 
to the level of QR124.656 billion 
in November 2022.

The reserves consist of four 
categories: bonds and foreign 
treasury bills, balances with 
foreign banks, gold, and Special 
Drawing Rights (SDR), and the 
State of Qatar’s share at the In-
ternational Monetary  
    
Fund (IMF).

In addition to the official 
reserves, there are other liquid 
assets (Foreign Currency De-
posits), so the two together con-
stitute what is known as the total 
foreign reserves.

On the other hand, the 
State of Qatar’s shares of SDR 
deposits at the IMF decreased 
by the end of November 2022 
with a value of QR330 million 

compared to November 2021 to 
reach QR5.193 billion.

In the same context, balanc-
es with foreign banks decreased 
by about QR12.340 billion to 
reach QR17.470 billion at the 
end of November 2022, com-
pared to November 2021.

Gold stocks increased by 
the end of November 2022 by 

about QR6.943 billion to reach 
QR18.789 billion.

Meanwhile, Qatar Central 
Bank (QCB) issued Treasury 
Bills worth QR500 for a one-
week term, due on December 
13, at an interest rate of 4.5050 
percent.

The auction is among the 
mechanisms for promoting 

issuances announced by the 
QCB on September 21, 2022.

The Qatar Central Bank is-
sued treasury bills for periods 
of one week at a value of QR2.5 
billion, and for one month, 
three, six and nine months 
worth QR 6 billion, and the 
auction attracted bids totaling 
QR 9.75 billion. 
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Oil prices drop to below 
$80 for first time since 
Jan  PAGE 11

Kaabi takes part in 16th annual GPCA Forum

Minister of State for Energy Affairs HE Saad Sherida Al Kaabi took part in the 16th annual forum of the Gulf Petrochemicals & Chemicals Association held in Riyadh. The forum, which was inaugurated by Minister of Energy 
of Saudi Arabia HRH Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman Al Saud, was held under the theme ‘managing net-zero ambitions in the energy sector with growth.’

The Qatar Central Bank in Doha. 
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COMMERCIAL Bank (CB), the 
most innovative digital bank in 
Qatar, has been recognised as 
the ‘Bank of the Year’ in Qatar for 
2022 by The Banker Magazine 
owned by the Financial Times.

Commercial Bank’s focus 
on innovation and its pioneer-
ing role in digital banking is 
demonstrated through the full 
suite of products launched, 
ranging from the VPOS service 
to the award-winning CBFS 
Mobile Trading App and CB-
safe ID, as well as the new re-
vamped Mobile App.

Commenting on the win, 
Commercial Bank Group CEO 
Joseph Abraham said, “We 

have received a number of 
‘best bank’ awards in 2022 
and named as the “most inno-
vative bank” across business 
lines such as Retail, Whole-
sale, Technology, and Digital. 
This award from The Banker 
is a great achievement to con-
clude 2022 and we would like 
to thank the Board of Direc-
tors for their guidance, our cli-
ents for their continued loyalty 
and patronage to Commercial 
Bank, and our staff for their 
dedication and efforts.”

This recent award from 
The Banker magazine affirms 
Commercial Bank’s commit-
ment to innovation and digital 
transformation to provide its 
customers with a world-class 
client experience.

QNA
DOHA 

QATAR and Cote d’Ivoire 
signed an agreement to avoid 
double taxation and prevent 
fiscal evasion regarding income 
taxes between the governments 
of the two countries at the head-
quarters of the General Tax Au-
thority (GTA) in Doha.

The agreement was signed 
by General Tax Authority 
President Ahmed bin Issa Al 
Mohannadi and Ambassador 
of Cote d’Ivoire to Qatar HE Dr 
Abdul Karim Cisse.

The agreement aims to 
eliminate double taxation 
between the governments of 
both countries and encourage 
trade exchange.

In addition, the agreement 
also aims to increasing invest-
ment opportunities between the 
two countries through individu-
als and companies and strength-
ening international standards of 
transparency.

The two countries have also 
signed a number of agreements 
and memorandum of under-
standing on Monday in Doha 
to enhance co-operation in                        
various fields.

The agreements between 
the two countries were on the 
establishment of a joint com-
mittee of co-operation, on 
higher education and scientific 
research, promotion and pro-
tection of mutual investments 
aimed at enhancing and deep-
ening economic co-operation.

Commercial Bank’s focus on innovation and its pioneering role in digital 
banking is demonstrated through the full suite of products launched, rang-
ing from the VPOS service to the award-winning CBFS Mobile Trading App. 

Qatar Central Bank issues Treasury Bills worth QR500 million for one-week term 

Qatar, Cote d’Ivoire sign agreement 
on avoidance of double taxation

The agreement to avoid double taxation between Qatar and Cote d’Ivoire was signed by General Tax Authority 
President Ahmed bin Issa Al Mohannadi and Ambassador of Cote d’Ivoire to Qatar HE Dr Abdul Karim Cisse.

QNA 
DOHA 

QATAR Financial Markets 
Authority (QFMA) fined Dlala 
Brokerage, a subsidiary of 
Dlala Holding, an amount of                        
QR 2 million.

The Accounting Committee 
of the QFMA issued its decision 
regarding Violation No 3 of 2021 
issued on 29/09/2021 against 
Dlala Brokerage Company, said 
Qatar Stock Exchange in a state-
ment published on its website.

The company will take pro-
cedures to challenge the deci-
sion of the Accounting Com-
mittee before the Grievance 
Committee of the QFMA, the 
statement added.

QFMA fines ‘Dlala 
Holding’ subsidiary 
amount of QR2 mn



QNA
Beijing 

China’s foreign trade of goods 
expanded 8.6 percent year- 
on- year to 38.34 trillion yuan 
(about 5.78 trillion Us dollars) 
during the first 11 months of 
the year, official data showed 
Wednesday.

Exports rose 11.9 percent 
year on year to 21.84 trillion 
yuan, while imports increased 
4.6 percent from a year ago to 
16.5 trillion yuan, according to 
China’s General administra-
tion of Customs.

China’s foreign trade of 
goods increased by 9.9 percent 
year-on-year to 31.11 trillion 
Yuan (about 4.75 trillion dol-
lars) during the first nine  
    of 2022.

Foreign trade is the move-
ment of goods and services and 
the movement of capital be-
tween different countries of the 
world, and what is related to 
this movement across borders 

of possible commercial opera-
tions such as transportation, 
insurance and other additional 
services.

From January to septem-
ber, China’s trade with the as-
sociation of southeast asian 
nations, the European Union, 
and the United states grew 
15.2 percent, 9 percent and 8 
percent, respectively.

in this period, China’s trade 
with Belt and Road countries 
soared 20.7 percent year-on-
year to 10.04 trillion yuan.

Private enterprises saw 
imports and exports increase 
14.5 percent from a year ago to 
15.62 trillion yuan in the first 
nine months, accounting for 
50.2 percent of the country’s 
total.

Exports of mechanical and 
electrical products expanded 
by 10 percent to account for 
56.8 percent of the total, and 
exports of labor-intensive 
products jumped 12.7 percent 
from a year ago.

China’s foreign trade of 
goods up 8.6% in first 
11 months of 2022

AgeNcies 
new Delhi 

ThE World Bank has revised 
upwards its GDP growth fore-
cast from 6.5 percent for india 
to 6.9 percent for 2022-23, 
saying the country was show-
ing higher resilience to global 
shocks.

in its latest india Develop-
ment Update, the World Bank 
said the revision was due to 
higher resilience of the indian 
economy to global shocks and 
better-than-expected second 
quarter numbers.

This comes as a breather 
since the World Bank had been 
lowering india’s FY23 growth 
forecast in its World Economic 
Outlook report since the last 
three times.

in October, it had slashed 
india’s GDP forecast by one 
percentage point to 6.5 percent 
from its June estimate of 7.5 
percent, citing impact of ongo-
ing war in Ukraine, rising global 
interest rates and high inflation.

india’s economy grew at 6.3 
percent in september quarter 
2022-23 as compared to 13.5 
percent in the preceding June 
quarter, mainly on account of 
contraction in output of manu-
facturing and mining sectors.

This is the first upgrade of 
india’s growth forecast by any 
international agency amid the 
global turmoil.

here’s what prompted 
World Bank to revise growth 
forecast:

amid existing global chal-
lenges like tightening monetary 
policy cycle, slowing growth and 
elevated commodity prices, in-
dian economy will experience 
lower growth in 2022-23 finan-
cial year compared to 2021-22.

however, it reiterated that 
despite such challenges, in-
dia will register a strong GDP 
growth and remain one of the 
fastest growing major econo-
mies in the world, due to robust 

domestic demand. Growth in 
first half of FY22-23 was sup-
ported by solid domestic de-
mand and despit a challenging 
external environment, the re-
port said.

it further noted that exports 
performed better than expect-
ed despite challenging global 
growth conditions caused by 
slowing growth in major trade 
partners (the Us, UK and Chi-
na), Russia-Ukraine war and 
persistent global supply disrup-
tions (caused by global shortage 
of shipping containers and sup-
ply bottlenecks).

in contrast, other emerging 
market economies (EMEs) -- 
China, Mexico, Brazil -- decel-
erated in July-september 2022 
quarter.

The report titled ‘navigating 
the storm’ highlighted that in-
dian economy is relatively more 
insulated from global spillovers 
than other emerging markets.

“india is less exposed to 
international trade flows and 
relies on its large domestic mar-
ket,” it said.

high frequency indicators 
show that private consumption 
and investment continued to 
grow strongly in October.

Electricity generation and 
freight traffic remained firmly 
above pre-pandemic levels. 
similarly, passenger vehicle 
sales and air passenger traffic 
grew sharply (albeit still below 
pre-pandemic levels).

after the slump witnessed 
in the initial days of Russia-
Ukraine war, both sensex and 
nifty have now bounced back 
driven by better-than-expected 
corporate earnings in the first 
quarter of FY22-23, moderation 
in domestic inflation and global 
commodity prices.

Besides, the return of for-
eign portfolio investors has also 
boosted investor sentiments.

Both sensex and nifty scaled 
new highs over the first half of 
FY22. But experienced a down-

ward trend from October 2022. 
Rest of the financial year was 
dampened by policy normaliza-
tion in advanced economies and 
geopolitical risks arising from 
the Ukraine-Russia conflict.

india’s financial sector has 
also deepened considerably 
over the years but is still re-
covering from a long period of 
stress and thus lags relative to 
other EMEs in terms of capital 
adequacy and nPL ratios.

Corporate and household 
debt has declined and remains 
benign but public debt has in-
creased sharply, as a share of 
GDP — driven by the pandemic. 
however, increased market 
borrowing has improved the 
transparency and credibility of 
fiscal policy.

The government has also 
diversified the investor base for 
government securities. in addi-
tion, inflation targeting by the 
RBi has helped to anchor infla-
tion expectations and price sta-
bility has improved.

The report noted that private 

consumption and investment 
grew strongly, despite high in-
flation and borrowing costs.

This sharp rise in private 
consumption was bolstered by 
festive-season spending in sep-
tember.

The rise in private consump-
tion has offset a contraction 
in government consumption 
caused by fiscal consolidation 
and the gradual withdrawal of 
pandemic-related stimulus, the 
World Bank said.

similarly, investment 
growth has remained robust on 
back of Centre’s capex push, de-
spite global uncertainty and ris-
ing costs amid monetary policy 
normalisation.

The World Bank report also 
noted that the services sector 
expanded 9.3 percent year-on-
year as compared to 10.5 per-
cent in Q2 of FY23 on back of 
solid growth in business servic-
es, contact-intensive segments 
of retail trade, transport, hotels 
and restaurants, and public ad-
ministration.

agriculture sector growth 
accelerated to 4.6 percent de-
spite erratic monsoon season 
and export restrictions on 
wheat and rice products.

however, manufacturing 
sector continued to be adversely 
impacted by slowing external 
demand, global supply chain 
disruptions and higher input 
costs. This resulted in 4.3% con-
traction in output.

indian Rupee has fared 
relatively well in 2022 in com-
parison to other emerging mar-
ket peers, senior World Bank 
economist Dhruv sharma said. 
“The rupee has depreciated just 
about 10% over the course of 
this year. That might sound like 
a large number, but relative to 
many other emerging market 
peers, india hasn’t fared that 
badly,” sharma told a press 
briefing after the launch of the 
World Bank’s india Develop-
ment Update titled ‘navigating 
the storm.

The rupee had plunged 
to a record low of 83 against 
the Us dollar in mid-October, 
triggered by tightening mon-
etary policy by the Us Federal 
Reserve and central banks in 
other advanced economies. 
however, it has now come off 
lows and is currently around 
82 against the Us dollar.

Despite a challenging exter-
nal environment, exports per-
formed better than expected.

however, exports are suscep-
tible to a global growth slowdown 
- the income elasticity of exports 
is high, which implies that the 
global demand for india’s goods 
and services is cyclical.

inflation accelerated signifi-
cantly during February-april 
2022 due to higher prices of 
fuel and food, which constitute 
about half of the inflation bas-
ket, and elevated core inflation. 
it peaked at 7.8 percent in april.

Even though inflation decel-
erated in October to 6.7 percent, 
it is still above RBi’s tolerance 

band of 2-6 percent.
While domestic fuel prices 

have declined by over 8 percent 
since May -- after government 
cut excise duties -- food prices 
have continued to remain ele-
vated. however, a positive point 
here is that the prices are on a 
downward trajectory.

The government has taken 
supply-side measures to push 
down food inflation via easing 
disruptions in supply of fertiliz-
ers to farmers, export restric-
tions on wheat and rice prod-
ucts, and reduction in import 
duties on edible oils.

Wholesale price index 
(WPi), which tracks prices at 
which businesses sell to each 
other, has been in double digits 
since april 2021 and averaged 
14.2 percent in the first half of 
FY23. however, moderating 
commodity prices and favour-
able base effects has brought 
down WPi inflation since June.

The central government is 
on track to meet its fiscal defi-
cit target of 6.4 percent of the 
GDP for 2022-23 on the back of 
strong growth in revenue collec-
tions, the World Bank said in its 
report.

high nominal GDP growth 
in the first quarter supported 
strong growth in revenue col-
lection, especially Goods and 
services Tax (GsT), despite tax 
cuts on fuel.

notwithstanding an in-
crease in spending due to ex-
panded fertilizer subsidies and 
food subsidies for vulnerable 
households in response to the 
commodity price shock, the 
government is on track to meet 
its FY22-23 fiscal deficit target 
of 6.4 percent of GDP and the 
general government deficit is 
projected to decline to 9.6 per-
cent from 10.3 percent in FY21-
22 and 13.3 percent in FY20-21.

Public debt is also projected 
to decline to 84.3 percent of 
GDP in FY23, from a peak of 
87.6 percent in FY21, it said.

Why World Bank revised India’s GDP forecast upwards

India will register a strong GDP growth and remain one of the fastest 
growing major economies in the world

AgeNcies 
lonDon 

GLOBaL oil prices fell to below 
$80 a barrel for the first time 
since January, on persistent 
fears of a recession and rising 
interest rates by central banks 
worldwide.

after starting the week in 
positive territory, Brent, the 
benchmark for two thirds of the 
world’s oil, was trading 0.13 per 
cent down at $79. 23 a barrel at 
5:23 pm Qatar time on Wednes-
day. West Texas intermediate, 
the gauge that tracks Us crude, 
was down 0.34 per cent at $74 
a barrel.

Brent fell 4 percent at the 
end of trading on Tuesday, while 
WTi ended the day 3.5 per cent 
lower. “Crude prices tumbled as 
recession worries dominated the 
headlines and as the oil market 
lost its tightness,” said Edward 
Moya, a senior market analyst 
at Oanda.

“it seems to have happened 
quickly but the crude demand 
outlook is getting crushed as 
we are in a slowdown basically 
across all the major economies. 
supplies seem plentiful over the 
near term and that has everyone 
hesitating on what was one of 
the easiest trades of the year.”

Brent crude had gained 
more than 3 per cent in trading 
on Monday after the Opec+ alli-
ance of 23 producers decided to 
extend its output oil policy and 
European sanctions on Russian 
crude came into effect on the 
same day.

separately on Tuesday, the 
Us Energy information admin-
istration said in its short-term 
energy outlook report that it ex-

pected global oil stocks to fall by 
200,000 barrels per day in the 
first half of 2023 before rising by 
almost 700,000 bpd in the sec-
ond half of next year.

The Eia’s forecast leaves 
global oil inventories higher at 
the end of 2023, more than its 
previous estimate in the novem-
ber, and it now projects the price 
of Brent crude to average $92 a 
barrel in 2023, $3 less than its 
estimate last month.

The Eia has forecast 2022 
Us domestic crude oil pro-
duction at 11.87 million bpd 
and 2023 production at 12.34                         
million bpd.

Global economic growth is 
forecast to be as weak as in 2009 
— during the financial crisis — 
as a result of the Ukraine con-
flict and its impact on the world 

economy, the institute of inter-
national Finance said in a report 
this month.

The world economy is pro-
jected to grow 1.5 percent next 
year, compared with 0.6 per 
cent in 2009, the iiF said.

This assessment follows the 
international Monetary Fund’s 
move to slash its global econom-
ic growth forecast for next year 
due to the effects of the Ukraine 
conflict, broadening inflation 
pressures and a slowdown in 
China, the world’s second-larg-
est economy.

The fund maintained its 
global economic estimate for 
this year at 3.2 per cent but 
downgraded next year’s fore-
cast to 2.7 percent, 0.2 per-
centage points lower than the 
July forecast.

There is a 25 percent prob-
ability that growth could fall be-
low 2 per cent next year, the iMF 
said in its World Economic Out-
look report released in October.

in a research note on 
Wednesday, Emirates nBD 
economists said “the imposi-
tion of a price cap on Russian 
oil” by G7countries, the EU and 
australia, has not prompted any 
concerns over supply as yet de-
spite reports of tanker backlogs 
in Turkey and concerns over a 
global recession remaining the 
predominant driver.

“Energy traders are not con-
fidently buying dips but they 
will if the current sell-off sends 
prices close to the levels the 
Biden administration might re-
fill the sPR, which is in the $70 
region,” Moya said.

Oil prices drop to below 
$80 for first time since 
Jan on recession fears
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The EIA’s forecast leaves global oil inventories higher at the end of 2023, more than its previous estimate in 
the November, and it now projects the price of Brent crude to average $92 a barrel in 2023, $3 less than its 
estimate last month.

China’s foreign trade of goods increased by 9.9 percent year-on-year to 
31.11 trillion Yuan (about 4.75 trillion dollars) during the first nine of 2022.



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

ON a tour to explore the most prom-
inent art landmarks in Qatar Foun-
dation and the accessibility services 
provided on the fans journey to the 
Education City (EC) stadium, David 
Beckham, former Captain of Eng-
land’s football team, was impressed 
by the accessibility services offered 
at Qatar Foundation, especially the 
sensory rooms. 

On his visit to different venues in 
Education City, as well as the route 
leading to the Education City sta-
dium, Beckham tested some of the 
services that are available to fans with 
different needs and abilities.

“The interactive features inside 
the sensory mobile trailer caters to 
different sensory needs for children,” 
said Beckham. “And because each 
of us responds differently to stimu-
lations, the sensory mobile trailer 
provides a variety of elements to help 
fans take a break from the loud at-
mosphere of a game.”

David commented on the acces-
sibility that Education City stadium 
offers for fans during this World Cup. 
He said: “This is an example of the 
power of sport and the power of this 
tournament. It’s great that there are 
all of these offerings for children with 
different needs, where they have the 
chance to attend games in football 

stadiums in comfort, and also have 
somewhere to get away from the hec-
tic side of a football match with their 
families.”

Beckham’s tour at Education City 
included a stop at the art installation 
titled “Come Together” by the South 
Korean artist Choi Jeong Hwa, which 
symbolizes the joy of the people of 
Qatar, and of the fans, realizing their 
dream of Qatar hosting the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

Another stop took him to the 
GOALS exhibition at Virginia Com-
monwealth University School of the 
Arts in Qatar (VCUarts Qatar) – a QF 
partner university – where he saw 
photos and videos capturing stories 

from the lives of people in Qatar dur-
ing the build-up to the World Cup.

Beckham – who is involved in 
grassroots football nurturing future 
talent through Academy systems 
– shared a message to young peo-
ple who dream of playing football 
in their futures: “You need to be 
dedicated to work hard, and you will 
have to make sacrifices sometimes. 
But the most important thing that I 
always tell every child I talk to about 
the game – boys and girls – is to 
have fun.

“It’s the most important part of 
sports and football. If they’re not 
enjoying doing what they do, then 
they’re doing the wrong thing.”
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Empower 2022 Youth Conference
kicks off on sidelines of WC 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

EDUCATION Above All 
(EAA) Foundation’s Empower 
Youth Conference kicked off 
on Wednesday in the heart of 
the World Cup celebrations at 
the FIFA Fan Festival with in-
spiring stories about the role 
of football off the pitch from 
top athletes. 

The theme for this year’s 
renowned youth leadership 
conference, ‘Football for Sus-
tainable Development’, will 
look at harnessing football’s 
ability to create unity and in-
tegration in communities as 
well as act as a positive social 
catalyst for change. The event 
was attended by Qatar Muse-
um’s Chairperson HE Sheikha 
Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin 

Khalifa Al-Thani, Minister of 
Sports and Youth HE Salah 
bin Ghanim Al-Ali, Deputy 
Speaker of the Shura Council 
HE Dr Hamda bint Hassan Al-
Sulaiti, and a group of ambas-
sadors

The opening ceremony 
featured former Afghan refu-
gee-turned professional soc-
cer player Nadia Nadim; Hon-
ey Thaljieh, first captain of the 
Palestinian women’s national 
football team; and Nasser 
Al-Khori, executive director 
of the World Cup legacy pro-
gramme, Generation Amaz-
ing Foundation (GA),  who all 
spoke about the role of foot-
ball in improving lives beyond 
the pitch.  “Chasing Dreams”, 
a documentary about young 
Syrian refugees now playing 
semi-professional football in 

Brazil, also featured in the 
opening along with a discus-
sion with the film’s producer 
and four of the young men 
featured in the film.

EAA’s Programme Di-
rector for Reach Out to Asia 
(ROTA) Abdullah Al Abdulla 
said: “The World Cup pro-
vides an amazing opportunity 
to develop leadership skills for 
youth, which is at the heart 

of Education Above All’s ad-
vocacy.  Ensuring youth are 
empowered to handle adver-
sity will help us build a more 
sustainable and peaceful com-
munities.”

Nasser Al-Khori said: 
“Generation Amazing Foun-
dation utilises the power of 
football to impart crucial life 
skills including communica-
tion, leadership, teamwork 

and compassion to youth and 
communities in need across 
the globe with the goal of ad-
vancing the United Nations 
Sustainable Development 
Goals and Qatar’s National 
Vision 2030. This year’s Em-
power conference is one more 
way GA boosts those efforts 
and ensures furthering a posi-
tive social legacy of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 that 
lives beyond the tournament 
and impact lives for years to 
come.”

Started in 2009, EM-
POWER is the first youth- led 
conference to focus on equip-
ping young people in Qatar 
and around the world to take 
active roles in building their 
communities and having a 
voice on global issues. It is 
a chance for youth between 

ages 15 and 24 years to take 
part in experiential learning 
and cross-cultural exchange 
of ideas, discover a sense of 
belonging to a common hu-
manity, shared values, and 
responsibilities.  This year’s 
three-day conference for 
youth will explore the impact 
of football through a plethora 
of diverse speakers, panel dis-
cussions, and workshops on-
line between December 7 and 
9 for attendees.   

Empower runs as part of 
EAA’s Scoring 4 the Goals 
Campaign, which aims to 
raise awareness and call for 
action to achieve the United 
Nation’s Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs) , the 
global agenda to bring a more 
prosperous and equitable fu-
ture for all.

David Beckham examines
EC’s accessibility initiatives

‘The goal is to give blind 
people same experience 

as every other football fan’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 fea-
tures numerous innovations introduced 
to enhance the fan experience. One of 
these is audio-descriptive commentary 
in both Arabic and English for blind and 
partially-sighted fans, and Doha resident 
Bryan Kelly is playing a key role in provid-
ing the service.

The 42-year-old from Glasgow, Scot-
land, has lived in Qatar since 2020 with 
his wife and two children. A former youth 
coach with Scottish side Celtic, Kelly 
learned how to become an audio descrip-
tive commentator after attending training 
organised by Hamad Bin Khalifa Univer-
sity, the Center for Access to Football in 
Europe and Alan March Sport. Fans are 
able to access audio descriptive commen-
tary in Arabic and English via the FIFA 
Interpreting app (Apple / Google Play) 
and by using their own headphones. The 
service is available both in-stadium and 
around the world.

“The goal is to give visually impaired 
and blind people the same experience as 
most of us would have at a football sta-
dium,” said Kelly. He trained Arsenal star 
Kieran Tierney and Stoke City defender 
Harry Souttar, who played for Australia at 
Qatar 2022, during his time at Celtic.

“The main difference between normal 
TV commentary and audio descriptive is 

the detail you give. You need to describe 
the distances on the pitch, the players’ 
facial expressions, the number of people 
in a wall, what type of corner is taken. It’s 
about trying to paint a picture in people’s 
minds by following the ball and providing 
as much detail as possible.”

An enrichment and personal develop-
ment teacher at Oryx International School 
in Barwa City, Kelly had no prior experi-
ence of football commentary. But after 
encouragement from his wife, he signed 
up for training and was chosen to be part 
of the Qatar 2022 audio descriptive com-
mentary team.

Kelly’s tournament highlight so far 
was his commentary debut – at Lusail 
Stadium on November 22.

“Saudi Arabia versus Argentina was 
an incredible game,” said Kelly. “To start 
my commentating experience with that 
match was amazing. I also commentated 
on the Brazil versus Serbia game, which 
was another great experience, just in 
terms of the atmosphere the fans created.”

Kelly is hoping to continue working 
as an audio descriptive commentator in 
future. “I have loved every second of it 
and it’s something I’d love to continue 
in the future. It’s been lovely for my fam-
ily too, as they can tune in to the FIFA 
Interpreting app and hear it back home 
in Scotland. This service is going from 
strength to strength, so I’m interested to 
see how it all develops.”

Doha resident Bryan Kelly discusses his role as an 
audio-descriptive commentator during Qatar 2022

Started in 2009, EMPOWER is the first youth-led confer-
ence to focus on equipping young people in Qatar and 
around the world to take active roles in building their com-
munities and having a voice on global issues. It is a 
chance for youth between ages 15 and 24 years to take 
part in experiential learning and cross-cultural exchange of 
ideas, discover a sense of belonging to a common humani-
ty, shared values, and responsibilities 
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cr7 hails Portugal’s 
‘historic’ win

Vinay nayudu
Doha

Soon after a tumultuous night, Cris-
tiano Ronaldo hailed Portugal’s win 
over a hapless Switzerland at the Lu-
sail Stadium as “historic” in a match in 
which he was dropped by head coach 
Fernando Santos.

Ronaldo did come off the bench 
and had a goal rightly ruled offside, 
later hailing the performance of the 
team via an Instagram post.

“Amazing day for Portugal, with a 
historic result in the biggest contest in 
world soccer. Luxury display by a team 
full of talent and youth,” he wrote in 
his post. “Congratulations to our na-
tional team. The dream is alive! To the 
very end! Come on, Portugal!”

It was a good gesture by Ronaldo, 
who in a way himself highlighted the 
strength of talent and youth in the Por-
tugal side which chose 
to do without the su-
perstar’ full time play.

Clearly, the miss-
ing CR7 name on Por-
tugal’s starting list 
made the biggest noise 
on Tuesday – a day 
which saw two thrilling 
matches of FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. one 
in which former champions Spain 
were trounced by Morocco, and the 
other where Ronaldo was played as a 
substitute late into the match.

#CR37 circulated as one of the 
most comic messages on social me-
dia soon after brave Santos decided to 
bench his most famous but 37-year-
old player.

Known for his super fitness, Ron-
aldo was reduced to the role of a su-
perstar nobody wants after Portugal 
followed Manchester United’s lead in 
deciding they might just be better off 
without him.

Santos’ gutsy decision in keeping 
back his country’s sporting icon was 
vindicated in Portugal’s 6-1 annihila-
tion of Switzerland to set up a World 
Cup quarter-final against Morocco.

It also showed that his decision to 
axe Ronaldo, after the coach publicly 
criticized his gestures when he was 

substituted in the last group game 
against South Korea, wasn’t wrong. 
More importantly, his right choice was 
underlined by the young replacement 
in Ramos who smashed a superb hat-
trick.

It further hit the bruised ego of 
CR7, who after his fallout with his for-
mer club Manchester United coach 
Erik Ten Hag was facing similar music 
at the biggest stage of the sport. 

What Portugal did was previously 
unthinkable - at least going as far back 
as 31 games and prior to Euro 2008. 
Santos, despite having a Euro 2016 
win on his CV, also took a great risk for 
had Portugal lost he too would have 
paid the price. 

But the 68-year-old, who has been 
Portugal’s coach since 2014, seemed 
unruffled, walking up and down the 
sidelines with his stern expressions 
and hands in his pockets. It wasn’t 

long before Portugal 
showed their class and 
more vibrantly even 
as the world cameras 
stayed focused on a 
fuming Ronaldo be-
hind him.

Ronaldo, before 
this game, had played 
514 minutes of World 
Cup knockout football 

without a goal. And soon, Ramos had 
three in 67 minutes!

But then an icon remains an icon – 
at least for the fans. Just when Ramos 
had made it 5-1, a huge roar of “Ron-
aldo” began to sweep the vast Lusail 
Stadium, followed by chants of his cel-
ebratory trademark “Siu.”

The popular demand saw Santos 
relent. He soon was seen speaking to 
Ronaldo and with 16 minutes left he 
substituted the star. And CR7 arrived 
to a huge reception.

Mixed emotions reflected large on 
Ronaldo’s face. He felt a bit embar-
rassed too making just a guest appear-
ance rather than stealing the show, 
which was already done by Ramos.

Ronaldo would want to push away 
the adage - age catches up with all – at 
least for the next game when Portu-
gal take on Morocco for a place in the 
World Cup 2022 semi-finals.

Cristiano  
Ronaldo 

reacts after 
Portugal won 

the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 

2022 Round 
of 16 match 
against Swit-

zerland at the 
Lusail Stadium 

on Tuesday.  
(aFP)

Everything is 
resolved with 
Ronaldo, says 

Santos

FiFa
Doha

PoRTUgAL coach Fernando Santos in-
sists his relationship with Cristiano Ron-
aldo is unchanged despite dropping the 
captain for Tuesday’s 6-1 win over Swit-
zerland at the FIFA World Cup.

Santos said on Monday the matter 
had been resolved internally, but Ronaldo 

was then dropped to the bench for the clash 
at Lusail Stadium, starting a major-tourna-

ment match among the substitutes for the first 
time since 2008 (31 games).

A fan poll on the website of Portuguese 
newspaper A Bola suggested 70 per cent of 
Portugal fans wanted Ronaldo out of the team, 
and the Portuguese went on to produce one 
of their best performances at a major tourna-
ment in years.

goncalo Ramos replaced Ronaldo and had 
a hand in four goals, including a hat-trick, but 
Santos did not commit to keeping faith in the 
Benfica prospect for the quarter-final.

Santos told reporters: “That’s still something 
that has to be defined (who starts in the next 
game]. I already answered in Tuesday’s press 

conference [regarding Ronaldo); there is no prob-
lem between us.

“I have a strong rela-
tionship with him, I al-
ways have. I have known 
him since he was young 
and at Sporting, and 
then it started to develop 
in the national team. 
This relationship only 
developed. We’ve been 
friends for many years, 
things don’t affect us.

“I already explained 
everything was resolved. 
I said that and I repeat 
that now. This is some-
thing that’s finished and resolved. How he came 
in with a lot of will, he set an example as a great 
captain.”

In scoring his hat-trick, Ramos became the first 
player to net three times on his first World Cup 

start since Miroslav Klose in 2002.
Similarly, it only took him 17 minutes to do 

what Ronaldo has never managed: score in a 
World Cup knockout game. For most, Ra-

mos starting the quarter-final clash would 
be a simple decision to make, but San-

tos intends to keep people guessing.
“obviously I have my ways to 
observes things, I always have,” 

he continued. The play-
ers we have in this 
position obviously 
have many different 

characteristics. Andre 
[Silva] plays more ad-

vanced, Cristiano is more 
fixed, he plays in a deter-
mined area. goncalo is 
dynamic.

“I have three play-
ers I fully trust and for 

each match I will use 
what I think is the right 

strategy, as I have always 
done in my career.”

Portugal’s coach Fernando Santos gestures 
during a training session at the Al Shahaniya 
SC training site in Doha on Wednesday. 
Portugal play Morocco in the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 quarter-finals at the Al Thumama 
Stadium on Saturday. (aFP)

Calls Cristiano  
a ‘great captain’

 I repeat. This 
is something that’s 
finished and resolved. 
How he came in with 
a lot of will, he set an 
example as a great 
captain.

Portugal coach  
Fernando Santos

Clearly, the missing  
CR7 name on Portugal’s  
starting list made the  
biggest noise on Tuesday 
after brave Santos decided 
to bench his most famous 
but 37-year-old player.

Ronaldo!
oh
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CRO 
BRA: 

Will HistORy Be 
ReWRitten OR 

RepeAted? 

vs

B
razil will take on Croatia in the quarter-finals of 
the FiFa World Cup 2022 on Friday.

The five-time football world champions 
booked their passage to the quarters after they 
sauntered past South Korea 4-1 on Monday (5 De-

cember).
Neymar Jr, Vinicius Jr, richarlison and lucas Pa-

queta all got on the scoresheet for the Selecao as they 
dominated their opposition to reach the last eight for the 
eighth consecutive time.

Croatia, meanwhile, progressed after defeating Ja-
pan on penalties 3-1 after regulation time ended with 
the scores at 1-1. Goalkeeper Dominic Kivakovic was the 
hero of the day after he saved three spot-kick attempts 
from the Samurai Blues to ensure the runners-up from 
2018 advanced.

Brazil have never lost in four previous meetings with 
the Croats in all competitions, although it has been four-
and-a-half years since the teams last met, when they 
lined up for a friendly in England.

The Friday meeting will 
mark the fifth time Croatia and 
Brazil have ever played each 
other, and the third in the his-
tory of the World Cup.

There is no sight more 
ominous for the teams left in 
this tournament than that of 
Brazil having fun. Their last 
three World Cup campaigns, at 
least, have been long months 
of angst and tension and inevi-
table heartache. in Qatar, Ney-
mar, Vinícius Júnior and the 
rest of Tite’s team are light-
footed, spring-heeled, and all 
the more menacing for it.

On paper, Brazil have been 
given a helping hand by the 
kindness of the draw, too. They 
qualified so comfortably that 
they could afford to lose their 
final group game — for which 
Tite had made a raft of changes 
— and their round-of-16 meet-
ing with South Korea was such 
a mismatch that Weverton, 
the third-choice goalkeeper, 
played the final 10 minutes. in 
the quarter-finals, Brazil will 
be expected to make short work of ageing Croatia.

The thing about Croatia, though, is that they are 
good at this. in luka Modric, Mateo Kovacic and Mar-
celo Brozovic, Croatia possess a midfield of rare balance. 
Four years ago, the core of this group showed they knew 
how to negotiate knockout soccer well enough to reach a 
World Cup final. Brazil will rightly be favoured, but they 
should not expect the matchup to be fun.

On the field, Croatia have been punching above their 
weight for years, ever since they finished third in 1998 in 
their first World Cup as an independent nation, right up 
to reaching the 2018 final in russia.

So Croatia have belief entering a quarter-final against 
five-time champion Brazil on Friday.

Goalkeeper Dominik livakovic saved three spot kicks 
in Croatia’s penalty shootout win over Japan on Monday.

livaković comes from the same town, zadar, as Croa-
tia’s 37-year-old captain luka Modrić. He was the back-
up goalkeeper to Danijel Subasic in 2018.

Mario Pašalić, who converted the decisive penalty for 
Croatia, had already done the same thing for aC Milan in 
a shootout win over Juventus in the 2016 italian Super 
Cup — which was also played in Qatar.

The shootout victory came following a 1-1 draw after 
extra time, in which Japan opened the scoring during the 
first half.

Croatia also fell behind in every game of the knockout 
stage in 2018.

Few teams have a positive record against Brazil, but 
the Selecao will be wary of Croatia from the previous 
meetings between these nations.

Croatia took a shock lead against the World Cup 
hosts in the opening game of the 2014 tournament and 
only Neymar’s 71st-minute penalty eventually put Brazil 
ahead for the first time. The underdogs then pushed for 
an equaliser, before a 90th-minute goal from Oscar em-
bellished the five-time champions’ win.

Brazil were also behind before earning a 1-1 draw in 
the first-ever fixture between the sides, in 2005.

They also ended Croatia’s 10-match unbeaten run 
with a 1-0 victory at the 2006 World Cup finals, setting 
a record of eight consecutive wins at the World Cup in 

the process.
The quarter-final clash between argen-

tina and Netherlands will take place 
at the Education City Sta-

dium. The kick-off 
is scheduled 

for 6 pm on 
Friday.

brazil  2 - 0  serbia
brazil  1 - 0  switzerland
brazil 0 - 1 cameroon 

brazil  4 - 1  s Korea (L16)

croatia 0 - 0 morocco  
croatia  4 - 1  canada
croatia  0 - 0  belgium

croatia 1(3) - 1(1) Japan  (L16)

braziL so far

croaTia so far

Brazil, probably the 
most impressive 
side in the  
tournament so far, 
will be expected to 
make short work of 
ageing Croatia

Brazil  1 - 0  Croatia
Germany, 2006

Brazil  3 - 1  Croatia
Brazil, 2014

HEAD-TO-HEAD

Brazil’s coach Tite

Croatia’s coach Zlatko Dalic

FriDAy

Croatia have been punching  
above their weight for years, ever  
since they finished third in 1998  
in their first World Cup as an  
independent nation, right up to  
reaching the 2018 final in Russia.  
So Croatia have belief entering a  
quarter-final against five-time  
champions Brazil on Friday.



A
rgentina and the nether-
lands will play for the first time 
in eight years on Friday.

in their desperation to de-
liver a World Cup to Lionel 

Messi, argentina now face a reprise of 
one of the World Cup’s classic quarter-
finals — argentina lost to the Dutch at 
this stage in Marseille in 1998, a game 
illuminated by a wonderful winning 
goal from Dennis Bergkamp — and 
one of its great rivalries. that was a 
sensational contest. Both teams gave 
it everything and it was decided in 
the end by a moment of genius, Berg-
kamp’s stunning strike earning Hol-
land a place in the last four.

the two football giants have pro-
duced some of the most memorable 
moments in World Cup history in 
their five encounters at the global 
showpiece, winning two apiece with 
one match ending in a draw.

the netherlands demolished ar-
gentina 4-0 when they met for the 
first time during the group stage of 
the 1974 edition. argentina beat the 

Dutch in the 1978 final, lost to them 
in 1998, then beat them again in the 
2014 semifinals. their last encoun-
ter in the semi-final in 2014 ended in 
a stalemate at the end of regulation 
time.

the stakes will once again be high 
as the two arch-rivals clash for a place 
in the semi-final of the FiFa World 
Cup 2022 to further cement their 
place in the annals of history.

While the Oranje only came close 

to the title, having reached the final 
three times, argentina is one of only 
eight nations to have held the FiFa 
World Cup trophy aloft.

the South americans have won 
football’s World Cup on two occa-
sions, including a 3-1 victory over the 
Dutch in the 1978 final on home soil. 
their second came courtesy of a 3-2 
defeat of West germany in 1986.

Both the netherlands and argen-
tina overcame some early tournament 

jitters at the World Cup 2022 in Qatar 
before safely navigating their way into 
the knockout stages topping their re-
spective groups.

the netherlands opened their 
2022 World Cup campaign with a 
resounding 2-0 win over african 
champions Senegal before playing 
to a nervous 1-1 draw with ecuador. 
they redeemed themselves in their fi-
nal round-robin match with a 2-0 win 
over hosts Qatar.

Hitting their stride, the Dutch 
then overcame the americans 3-1 in 
their round of 16 match, extending 
their unbeaten run to 19 games.

argentina overcame an early tour-
nament shock 2-1 defeat against min-
nows Saudi arabia for one of the big-
gest upsets in World Cup history.

La albiceleste have since found 
their groove with victories over Mex-
ico (2-0) and Poland (2-0) to reclaim 
the top spot in their group. they swept 
past australia in the last-16 clash to 
set up a mouth-watering encounter 
against the netherlands.

argentina captain and talisman 
Lionel Messi highlighted his pedigree 
as a prolific goal scorer in their win 
over australia, netting his 94th goal 
in 169 international matches for his 
nation. in the process, Messi became 
argentina’s top goal-scorer of all time. 
although Messi may not have been as 
deadly at the World Cup, he possesses 
the necessary X-factor to decide the 
outcome of a knockout match.

Messi’s goal against australia – 
his third at this spectacle – was his 
first during the tournament’s knock-
out phase. the netherlands, in com-
parison, may not have the same star 
power but has proven to be a solid 
defensive unit, having conceded only 
two goals in the tournament so far. 
in addition, the Dutch would look to 
Memphis Depay and Cody gakpo on 
the attack.

the quarter-final clash between 
argentina and netherlands will take 
place at the Lusail Stadium. the kick-
off is scheduled for 22:00 local time 
on Friday.

Argentina  1 - 2  S Arabia  

Argentina  2 - 0  Mexico
Argentina 2 - 0 Poland 
Argentina  2 - 1  Australia (L16)

NetherlaNds  4 - 0  argeNtiNa
germaNy, 1974

argeNtiNa  3 - 1  NetherlaNds
argeNtiNa, 1978

NetherlaNds  2 - 1  argeNtiNa
FraNce, 1998

argeNtiNa  0 - 0  NetherlaNds
4-2 on penalties

Brazil, 2014

Netherlands  2 - 0  Senegal

Netherlands  1 - 1  Ecuador
Netherlands  2 - 0  Qatar
Netherlands  3 - 1  USA (L16)

ARGENTINA SO FAR
top players to Watch out for

heaD-to-heaD

NEThERLANdS SO FAR

NED vs ARG: 
A GREAt RivAlRy 
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argentina face a reprise of the classic 1998 World cup 
quarter-finals when they lost to the Dutch 1-2

Netherlands’ coach Louis Van Gaal Argentina’s coach Lionel Scaloni

friDay
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Luis Enrique believes it is “not 
the right time” to discuss his 
future after spain slumped to 
a shock FiFA World Cup exit 
against Morocco, saying he 
could yet stay on as La Roja’s 
head coach.

spain arrived in Qatar as 
one of the tournament favour-
ites but suffered a second con-
secutive last-16 elimination via 
a penalty shootout after a 1-1 
draw at Education City stadium.

spain have now lost four of 
their five penalty shootouts at 
the World Cup, more than any 
other side in the history of the 
tournament, with their latest 
loss throwing the future of Luis 
Enrique – whose contract is set 
to expire after the competition – 
into doubt.

However, the former Barce-
lona boss says he will take time 
to consider his future.

Asked whether he would 
stay on after the game, he re-
sponded: “i cannot tell you, i 
don’t know this decision. This is 
not the right time to discuss my 
future, it’s not relevant.

“My contract is going to end, 
but i am very happy with the na-
tional team, with the federation, 
and i have always had great 
support from [Jose Francisco] 
Molina, who is the sporting di-
rector. “i could always carry on. 
i need to have peace of mind to 
decide what’s best for me and 
the team.”

The spain coach also stood 
by his players, and his philoso-
phy, following their World Cup 
exit. 

Enrique was gracious in de-
feat, praising Morocco’s overall 
performance, but reserved spe-
cial words for goalkeeper Yass-
ine Bounou, who plays his club 
football for sevilla.

World Cup hat-trick beyond my wildest dreams: Ramos

Enrique says 
decision on his 
future not now

FIFA.com

PoRTugAL boast one of the most 
international of followings at the 
FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022™. 
Cheering them on as they over-
powered switzerland on Tuesday 
were indians, Japanese, Koreans, 
Macedonians, italians, Canadi-
ans, Americans and Mexicans, who 
mixed their national-team colours 
with those of the iberian side, many 
of them wearing the famous No7 
jersey.

There is no question that Cris-
tiano Ronaldo is a big reason why 
Portugal are a hit with fans around 
the world. so it must have come 
as quite a surprise to many in the 
crowd at Lusail stadium when they 
found that coach Fernando santos 
had chosen goncalo Ramos to lead 
the attack instead of the great man, 
who was relegated to the bench.

Could the 21-year-old cope with 
the pressure? Here he was, making 
the first World Cup start of his ca-
reer, in place of the only man in his-
tory to score at five editions of the 
tournament, spearheading the front 
line of a side trying to reach the last 

eight for only the third time ever, a 
side that had lost its last two last-16 
ties.

it did not take the youngster 
long to answer that question, 17 
minutes in fact. Receiving posses-
sion inside the area, the centre-
forward showed he knew where the 

goal was by switching the ball from 
right foot to left and thundering 
a shot measured at 106 km/h past 
Yann sommer and into the roof of 
the net.

it was a goal that brought the 
fans, who had come to see Ronaldo, 
to their feet, their only sight of the 

legend so far coming when he ap-
peared on the big screen during the 
playing of the Portuguese national 
anthem.

Emerging into the limelight 
from shadows cast by more illustri-
ous team-mates is nothing new for 
Ramos. When he shared attacking 
duties at Benfica with Darwin Nun-
ez, the Portuguese occupied a more 
withdrawn role. But now that the 
uruguayan has left for Liverpool, 
Ramos is playing closer to goal and 
thriving.

Ramos does not shy away from 
comparisons with Thomas Muller, 
with whom he shares a goal cel-
ebration that has earned the rising 

Portuguese star the nickname Pis-
toleiro (“gunfighter”). The striker 
has even said in the past that he has 
things in common with the germa-
ny star, further proof that he is not 
overawed by the big names.

The No26 struck two more in 
the second half, pointing the way 
in a 6-1 win for a side that had not 
scored more than twice in a World 
Cup knockout-phase game since the 
match for third place at England 
1966. 

His hat-trick was also the first in 
the tournament’s knockout rounds 
since italy 1990.

“Not even in my wildest dreams 
did i imagine i’d score three goals 
in my first World Cup knockout 
match,” said the man of the moment 
in the post-match press conference.

Fernando santos did not disap-
point the fans who had come to see 
Ronaldo and had begun to chant his 
name 15 minutes into the second 
half, bringing the No7 on and giving 
Ramos a deserved rest.

They left Lusail stadium happy, 
having seen their hero in action. But 
never will they forget that they also 
saw the goncalo Ramos show.

Portugal’s forward Goncalo Ramos celebrates his team’s first goal against Switzer-
land during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match at Lusail Stadium 
on Tuesday. (afp)
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AN unused substitute for the Atlas Li-
ons back at Russia 2018, few could have 
predicted back then that Yassine Bou-
nou would be performing heroics for 
Morocco at Qatar 2022.

From Wydad to Atletico: 
an arduous journey

Born in Montreal after his parents 
immigrated to Canada, before later re-
turning to Morocco, ‘Bono’ started his 
pro career with Wydad Casablanca, 
where he broke into the first team aged 
19. in 2012, he signed for Atletico Ma-
drid, spending two seasons turning out 
for the club’s B team.

Having previously played in the na-
tional team set-up at youth level, Bou-
nou made his debut with Morocco’s 
senior side in 2013 in a match against 
Burkina Faso, with his performance un-
derlining his up-and-coming status to 
Moroccan fans.

starved of opportunities to break 
into the first team at Atletico, Bounou 
left the club permanently in 2016 in 
favour of girona, on the back of loan 
spells at Real Zaragoza during the 
2014/15 and 15/16 campaigns.

Russia 2018: Second fiddle 
to Munir

settling well with girona and help-
ing the club win promotion to spain’s 
top flight, a promising season in La Liga 
in 2017/18 saw Bounou make the Mo-
roccan squad at Russia 2018.

Then coached by Herve Renard, the 
French supremo opted instead to make 
Munir Mohamedi, Numancia goalkeep-
er at the time, Morocco’s first-choice be-
tween the sticks.

indeed, Bounou did not play a sin-
gle minute as Morocco were eliminat-
ed from the group stage after games 
against iran, Portugal and spain. How-
ever, as fate would have it, the gifted 
shotstopper would work his way into a 
much better position four years later.

An example of  
perseverance

Thanks to his outstanding form with 
girona, Bounou was given the opportu-
nity to start with Morocco at the CAF Af-
rica Cup of Nations in Egypt in 2019, and 
seemed he was going to firmly establish 
his position as the Atlas Lions’ No1.

Changes were also on the horizon at 
club level, with Bounou moving to sevil-
la from girona, relegated to the second 
division, initially on loan. Yet his route 
to a starting role was blocked by the 

brilliant performances of Czech keeper 
Tomas Vaclik.

An injury to the latter eventually gave 
Bounou his chance, the talented custodi-
an seizing the opportunity to play a full 
part in the Andalusian club winning the 
2019/20 uEFA Europa League.

Having underlined his credentials 
for a starting spot with Los Nervion-
enses, he continued to shine for the club 
and was also Morocco’s No1 at the 2021 
AFCoN in Cameroon. What is more, 
during the 2020/21 season he won the 

coveted Ricardo Zamora trophy in La 
Liga, awarded to the goalkeeper with 
the lowest ratio of goals per game con-
ceded over the campaign.

Qatar 2022: Fate on  
Bounou’s side

“i think we have to learn from our 
experience at Russia 2018,” said Bou-
nou, in an interview with FiFA+ ahead 
of Qatar 2022. “We have to be fully 
ready to play these games and qualify 

[for the knockout stages].”
And after years of relentless striving 

to nail down his position as Morocco’s 
main man, and following a host of ups 
and downs at club level, Bounou appears 
destined to perform heroics for the Atlas 
Lions at Qatar 2022.

Drawn in a difficult group F along 
with Croatia, Belgium and Canada, 
coach Walid Regragui started Bounou in 
two group matches, with the custodian 
missing out on one match due to injury. 
Regragui’s charges topped the section to 
make the last 16, thus equalling the his-
toric feats of the 1986 generation.

Their next challengers were 2010 
champions spain, with a place in the 
history books at stake for Bounou and 
his team-mates in case of a win. After the 
match had ended in a goalless draw after 
normal and extra time, with Bounou re-
quired to save his team more than once, 
the game went to a penalty shootout.

There Bounou took centre-stage, 
saving spot-kicks from Carlos soler and 
sergio Busquets after Pablo sarabia had 
clanked spain’s first attempt off the post 
- with Bounou also having gone the right 
way for that effort.

so, thanks in part to Bounou’s mem-
orable saves, Morocco made the World 
Cup quarter-finals for the first time in 
their history. The 31-year-old goalkeeper 
has proved himself an example of perse-
verance, having achieved his dream and 
helped write a new chapter that Moroc-
can football fans will never forget.

Morocco’s goalkeeper Yassine Bounou deflects a penalty kick from Spain’s midfielder Sergio Busquets during the Qatar 2022 World Cup 
Round of 16 match at the Education City Stadium in Al Rayyan on Tuesday. (afp)

A street artist paints a portrait of Morocco’s goalkeeper Yassine Bounou in Doha on  
Tuesday. (afp)

Rising star 
 
● Benfica forward came into the 
side in place of Cristiano Ronaldo
● Ramos showed his character 
by scoring a hat-trick in 6-1 win

● portugal now face Morocco in 
the quarter-finals on Saturday

Persistence Pays off for  
Morocco hero Bounou

Bounou’s penalty saves key in Morocco reaching first World Cup quarter-final

Luis Enrique



IkolI VIctor
Doha

Morocco has wowed every-
one watching the FIFA World 
cup Qatar 2022. The Atlas Li-
ons have proved that no side 
can be taken lightly. 

Many factors have contrib-
uted to their famous victory 
over the Spaniards coached by 
the illustrious former Barcelona 
manager Luis Enrique. Aside 
from the brilliance of Moroc-
can goalkeeper Yassine Bou-
nou, who made two outstanding 
saves in the penalty kicks, the 
tactical genius of coach Walid 

regragui, and the team’s deter-
mination and commitment to 
their coach’s ideology, there is 
a significant factor – diversity 
-- that has helped the success 
of the lone African and Arab 
nation standing in the tourna-
ment. 

Morocco is one of the most 
diverse teams in the World cup, 
and it is the quintessential unit-
ed nation, with 14 of its 26 play-
ers born in other countries, in-
cluding canada, France, Spain, 
the Netherlands, Belgium, and 
Italy. Each had a different foot-
ball upbringing, each undergo-
ing different experiences. While 
this is paying dividends for the 
surprise package of this World 
cup, banking on players from 

the diaspora or sticking with 
homegrown talent has always 
been a contentious issue.

regragui, who took over the 
team after Vahid Halilhodzic 
was fired in August, took ad-
vantage of the opportunity to 
build his team by convincing 
the Moroccan federation to al-
low anyone who is qualified at 
home or abroad to play for the 
national team. Since then, the 
team hasn’t lost a game.

“For me, I fight for that a lot 
of times with my country,” he 
said. 

“Before this World cup, we 
had a lot of problem about the 
guys born in Europe and the 
guys born in Morocco.”

“I think it showed to the 
world every Moroccan is Moroc-
can with his passport,” said re-

gragui, who was born to Moroc-
can parents in Paris. 

“When you come to the na-
tional team, you want to die, 
you want to fight. And that is 
what I want to show. And now, 
we have one example.

“You have different foot-
ball. You have some players ... 
born in Italy, some players from 
Spain, players from France, 
Netherlands and Belgium. Eve-
ry country has a football cul-
ture, and you make a milkshake 
with that.”

The Moroccan coach said he 
knew competing with Spain, 
who had 77 percent of the 
game’s possession, is no walk 
in the park. He had other plans 
up his sleeve.

“We realised we weren’t 
going to have a lot of posses-
sion,” regragui said. “We were 
humble enough to say we aren’t 
France, Belgium or Germany.”

“We didn’t want to play for 
penalties. But we knew we had 
one of the best goalkeepers in 
the world.”

Bounou, a canadian native, 
did not disappoint, saving two 
penalty kicks and watched an-
other hit the right post. 

“A little bit of feeling, a little 
bit of luck,” Bounou explained. 
“You’re aware of how penalties 
work.” 

The deciding kick came 
from Paris Saint-Germain de-
fender Achraf Hakimi, who was 
born in Spain, and was gently 
tucked in with a panenka to 
end the World cup for the 2010 
champions.

Bounou was named man 
of the match after being tossed 
into the air by teammates and 
regragui. To cap the team’s 
outstanding success, the coach 
took a phone call in the locker 
room from Morocco’s king, 
Mohammed VI, who congratu-
lated the team on becoming the 
fourth African team to advance 
to the quarterfinals, after cam-
eroon (1990), Senegal (2002) 
and Ghana (2010).

“It’s extraordinary to receive 
that call. He’s proud of the play-
ers and as a result we want to go 
farther and do our best on the 
field. We can’t thank our Maj-
esty enough we know he gives 
us strength and support,” re-
gragui said.

Selection
problem
● Before this World Cup, we 
had a lot of problem about 
the guys born in Europe 
and the guys born in 
Morocco.

Diverse
background
● You have some players 
... born in Italy, some 
players from Spain, 
players from France, 
Netherlands and 
Belgium. Every country 
has a football culture, 
and you make a 

milkshake with that.

PAGE 5 | SPortS thursday, december 8, 2022

Morocco is one of the most diverse teams in the World Cup 
with 14 of its 26 players born in other countries

Morocco’s players celebrate after 
winning the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 Round of 16 match against 
Spain at the Education City  
Stadium in Al Rayyan, west of 
Doha on Tuesday. (aFP)

morocco’s

win
over spain a
triumph of diversity

trIbune news network
Doha

WITH pundits galore labelling Kylian Mbappe an all-time 
FIFA World cup™ great, FIFA+ decided to see how the 
France star compares to four of the tournament’s icons.

Mbappe vs Maradona
on Sunday, Kylian Mbappe scored his eighth and ninth 
FIFA World cup™ goals, taking just 17 minutes to equal and 
then surge ahead of one of the biggest names in the history 
of the competition.

That legend of the game was none other than Diego 
Maradona, the much-missed Argentinian whose eight 
World cup strikes came in 21 games across four editions 
(1982, 1986, 1990 and 1994). Mbappe required just 11 
matches to overtake his total.

While Mbappe and Maradona both have one World cup 
title to their name, El Pibe de oro leads the way in Final ap-
pearances, having lifted the Trophy in 1986 before finishing 
a runner-up four years later.

The former Napoli ace also delivered a tournament re-
cord eight assists on the World cup stage, underlining his 
status as more of a creator than a finisher. Indeed, his im-
pact on Mexico 1986 remains iconic, with no other player 
having left such an unforgettable mark on a single edition. 
only time will tell how Mbappe ends up faring at Qatar 
2022.

Mbappe vs Klose
A World cup debutant at the age of 23, Miroslav Klose an-
nounced his presence in stunning fashion at the 2002 edi-
tion, notching a hat-trick against Saudi Arabia as Germany 
began with an 8-0 win.

Twelve years later, he became the re-
cord goalscorer in the history of the 

competition with his 16th strike 
in a 7-1 defeat of hosts Brazil in 

the semi-finals. A World cup 
winner that year, the former 
Werder Bremen forward re-
mains a legend among leg-
ends, but his position at the 
top of the goal charts could 

be under threat from France’s 
gifted talisman.

Klose got the ball rolling on 
his personal tally aged 23 years and 

1 1 months – the same age as Mbappe, 
who already has a World cup title and nine goals under his 
belt. And while the former Germany striker finished with an 
average of 0.67 strikes per game, the Paris Saint-Germain 
forward is rattling along with a ratio of 0.81, putting him on 
course to eventually break the record.

Like Maradona, Klose won one World cup Final and 
lost another, but unlike the Argentinian he contested four 
semi-finals and was never eliminated in an earlier round. 
That record could prove hard to beat for Mbappe.
Mbappe vs Ronaldo
Mbappe and Brazil great ronaldo may be different types of 
forwards, but both wield the same ability to spark danger. 
For the latter, that translated into 15 World cup goals, put-
ting him second on the all-time list behind Klose, though he 
too is now being chased down by France’s dynamic front 
man.

As for how much he had achieved at Mbappe’s age, 
ronaldo could also pride himself on a World cup title by 
the time he reached 23 years and 11 months. However, that 
came at USA 1994, where the former Barcelona striker did 
not get a single minute of playing time. And though he fol-
lowed up with five goals at France 1998, A Seleção missed 
out on the Trophy after losing the Final 3-0 to the hosts. In 
other words, Mbappe is already a step ahead of the Brazil 
legend.

Nevertheless, the France star still has a long to way to 
go if he hopes to one day match or surpass ronaldo’s World 
cup impact. Not only must he score at least six more goals, 
but Mbappe would also need to win 
another World cup and to score a dou-
ble in the Final, just as his predecessor 
from rio de Janeiro managed in 2002.

Mbappe vs Pele
The strong bond of mutual respect be-
tween Mbappe and Pele is no secret. 
France’s main man dreams of replicat-
ing the exploits of one of his heroes, 
but he will need to have a stellar inter-
national career if he is to equal o rei’s 
haul of three world titles. 

The Brazil icon featured little at 
chile 1962 due to injury and missed the 
Final, but he made his talent count in 
the showpiece games in 1958 and 1970, 
weighing in with goals on both occa-
sions.

Finding the net in two different Fi-
nals puts Pele in an elite club with just 
three other players, including Zinedi-
ne Zidane. The former Santos striker 
also racked up 12 goals in 14 World 
cup games, a figure Mbappe has every 
chance of overtaking.

However, to match Pele’s other 
vast achievements, the Bondy na-
tive will surely need more than 
just his own natural talent. He 
will also require great France 
players around him – and a little 
of the same luck that legends al-
ways seem to have.

How does Mbappe 
measure up to  

World Cup icons?

Morocco’s coach 
Walid Regragui 

(left) and 
defender Achraf 

Hakimi celebrate 
at the Education 
City Stadium in  

Al Rayyan, west of 
Doha on Tuesday. 

(aFP)

5 goals 
Kylian Mbappe (France)

3 goals 
Goncalo Ramos (Portugal)
Lionel Messi (Argentina)
Marcus Rashford (England)
Bukayo Saka (England)
Olivier Giroud (France)
Richarlison (Brazil)
Cody Gakpo (Netherlands)

2 goals 
Bruno Fernandes (Portugal)
Rafael Leao (Portugal)
Julian Alvarez (Argentina)
Andrej Kramaric (Croatia)

top 
goalscorers

France’s forward Kylian Mbappe 
celebrates scoring a goal against 
Poland at the Al Thumama 
Stadium in Doha. (aFP)

the
FReNChMAN 

IS the CuRReNt 
top SCoReR IN 

qAtAR 2022
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INTERVIEW

The midfielder 
discusses the 

team’s wild 
hotel reception 
after beating 
Senegal, and 
what it’s like 
to score at a 
World Cup

We are a bunch  
of best mates:  

Grealish
fifa.com

E
ngland put on a thrilling 
show of attacking football in 
their 3-0 win over Senegal 
but the real party was still to 
come. When they returned to 

the Souq al-Wakra hotel after book-
ing their place in the quarter-final of 

the World Cup, they were greeted by 
the remarkable sight of all the 

hotel staff decked out in 
England kit, dancing 
and singing.

The video of the 
scene, posted online 
by England’s social 
media team, quickly 

went viral and summed 
up the feel-good mood 

within the Three lions 
camp which has been 
evident ever since gareth 
Southgate took over as 

manager in 2018.
Jack grealish empha-

sises the togetherness of the 
England team in an interview 

with FIFa and believes his side 
deserve praise for the way they 

have performed in Qatar.
England began their campaign 

with a bang, with grealish scoring 
his first goal at a World Cup in the 
6-2 thrashing of Iran. Mild criti-
cism may have followed the goalless 
draw with USa but they responded 
perfectly by comfortably beating 
Wales and then Senegal, scoring 
three times without reply in each 
game.

no one has scored more goals 
than gareth Southgate’s side, who 
have also kept three consecutive 
clean sheets. grealish and his side 
know they await their toughest 
test yet when they take on France 
in the quarter-finals on Saturday, 
but with the quality flowing right 
through the squad, he emphasis 
that confidence is high.

First of all, how much 
are you enjoying the 
World Cup?

Yeah, I’m loving it honestly. 
I’m absolutely loving being here 
and representing my country, 
with a group of lads that I like. 
They’re like my brothers. It’s 

honestly brilliant, and to see the 
bond we have with everyone back 

home. I think it’s special and it’s spe-
cial to be part of it.

Talking of bonds, we saw 
footage of you arriving back 
at base camp last night. Why 
don’t you tell us about that?

The staff at our hotel are honestly the most 
lovely people. Even when I just walk past them 
and I try and just speak with them some-
times... and you know just speak with them 
just to give them the time of day and stuff like 
that, because I think it means a lot to them. 
They’re all big football fans there.

It’s probably not every day that they have 
Premier league footballers and England in-
ternationals in their hotel, so I’m sure it means 
a lot to them. and what they did for us [after 
beating Senegal] it was so nice. It might seem 
quite little, but for us it’s so heart-warming 
and hopefully we can repay them, because at 
the moment they’re our biggest supporters. So 
yeah, bless them.

What’s it like to score a goal 

at the FIFA World Cup?
Yeah it was brilliant. It was obviously...

to do it on my debut was a special moment 
in front of my family and stuff like that. The 
only thing that I want to do now is score more 
and try and contribute to the team and help 
the team. You know, as good as it was, it’s a 
thing of the past now and I’m looking forward. 
Hopefully I can help the team going forward, 
and hope we can push on.

So you haven’t watched it 
back at all?

It wasn’t the most beautiful goal I’ve 
scored. It was a tap-in and, you know, just be-
ing there at the right place at the right time. 
Yeah of course I’ve watched it back, because 
it’s something that will stay with me forever, 
and a memory that I look back on already and 
I smile every time I see it.

How gratifying was the 
performance against Senegal? 
Was Gareth very pleased in 
the dressing room afterwards?

 Yeah of course he was. I think it was 
a massive stepping stone for us. We knew it 
was going to be a difficult game, which it was. 
But I think the way the lads played and the way 
that we saw the game out was just brilliant. I 
really do, and I think that’s one thing that’s 
we’re doing as a team now, and credit to the 
manager and his coaching staff. They’ve obvi-
ously worked on it with us and helped us. and 
one thing for me we’re doing... we’re not just 
winning games, we’re controlling games.

and I think we’re just going up at the mo-
ment. We’ve obviously scored a lot of goals, 
I think the most in the tournament maybe. 
Three clean sheets on the bounce, so it’s a team 
full of confidence. and a team full of together-
ness as well. That’s one thing I’ve always said 
about this team. We’re rivals when we play 
against each other on a Saturday for our clubs. 
But as soon as we come here, we’re a bunch of 
best mates that play together.

There’s a lot of noise around 
one of those players after the 
game, that’s obviously Jude 
Bellingham. Tell us what you 
think about his performance 
and how he’s playing at this 
World Cup?

He’s been brilliant, honestly. I didn’t ex-
pect anything else. The way he’s started the 
season playing for dortmund, even the Cham-
pions league and stuff like that. He’s been 
on fire and I didn’t expect anything else. It’s 

crazy to think he’s only 19 years old. The way 
he plays, he’s so mature.

I think we’ve all seen players in the past 
that have been so good, but you can tell they’re 
young by the way they play, if that makes 
sense? But not him. He plays like he’s a 25, 30 
year old player that’s been playing at the top 
for years. He’s got everything, honestly. 

He can defend, tackle, run and dribble, 
and score and assist. So fair play to him and 
one thing as well that’s so good about him is 
that he’s a really lovely kid at heart, a fellow 
Brummie as well. It’s just a shame he doesn’t 
support aston Villa. That’s the only problem 
with him!

How much are you looking 
forward to the match against 
France?

It’s one we’re all looking forward to and 
will prepare well for. Obviously, everyone’s go-
ing to want to be involved in it, I’m sure. But 
like I said, we’re playing with full confidence at 
the moment, but we have to remember they’re 
the champions of the world and it’s going to be 
a difficult game, they’ve got superstars all over 
the pitch.

How do you keep your feet on 
the ground?

It’s quite easy really. Obviously, I’m here 
living my dream coming away with my coun-
try. Representing my country at a World Cup 
is something I’d probably never have dreamt 
of. But I’m loving every minute of it. loving 
the training, you know just… Even when you 
go back to the hotel at night you never take 
anything for granted because you’re at a World 
Cup representing your country. I’m just trying 
to breathe it all in really and enjoy it as much 
as possible because that’s what I think you’ve 
got to do.

Just a few games from history now. Is 
there any ceiling on the expectations of what 
this squad can achieve?

no, we’re just taking every game as it 
comes. I think you all know how talented this 
squad is. You mentioned Jude [Bellingham], 
the likes of Phil [Foden], Bukayo [Saka], ob-
viously, Harry Kane up front. We have such 
a talented squad, honestly, in every position. 
You know, I think we do deserve a bit of credit. 
like I said, we’ve got three clean sheets on the 
bounce now and top scorers in the tourna-
ment.

We’re just taking each game as it comes. I 
don’t think you can do anything else in knock-
out football. We’ll obviously just be looking 
forward to the game on Saturday now and 
hopefully we can go into it full of confidence 
and get the win.

England’s midfielder Grealish (left) and Senegal’s Bamba Dieng fight for the ball during the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match at the Al Bayt Stadium recently. (AFP)
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Hazard ends Belgium national team 
career after World Cup elimination

dpa
Doha

Belgium captain eden Haz-
ard has retired from the na-
tional team in the wake of last 
week’s group stage exit at the 
World Cup in Qatar.

“A page turns today,” Haz-
ard said on instagram Wednes-
day. “i have decided to put an 
end to my international career. 
The succession is ready. i will 
miss you.

“Thank you for your love. 
Thank you for your unparal-
leled support.

Thank you for all this hap-
piness shared since 2008.” 
Hazard, 31, helped Belgium 
finish third at the 2018 World 
Cup in Russia but the golden 
generation team around him-
self, Kevin de Bruyne, Thiba-
ult Courtois and Romelu lu-
kaku then failed to deliver in 
what was seen as their last 
chance at the tournament in 
Qatar.

A major rebuild is now ex-
pected and will also feature a 
new coach as Roberto martinez 
has stepped down.

Hazard has been plagued 

by injuries in recent years, 
only rarely plays at his club 
Real madrid, and was far from 
his form in Qatar. He won 126 
caps, scoring 33 goals.

dpa
Berlin

lionel messi will be a danger 
to the netherlands even when 
he is “chilling” and the Dutch 
must have a “good plan” to 
combat Argentina’s superstar, 
says Dutch defender Virgil van 
Dijk.

The Dutch will renew their 
rivalry with la Albiceleste in 
Friday’s quarter-final contest in 
Qatar, in a fixture rich in World 
Cup history.

Argentina defeated the 
netherlands in the 1978 final, 
while louis van gaal will get the 
chance at revenge having been 
in charge when his side lost to 
messi and company on penal-
ties in the semis eight years ago.

Van Dijk came up against 
messi, who already has three 
goals in Qatar including in the 
2-1 last-16 win over Australia, 

when liverpool defeated Barce-
lona in the 2018-19 Champions 
league semi-finals.

So, naturally, he knows the 
Paris Saint-germain star and 
seven-time Ballon d’or winner 
is a player you can never take 
your eyes off.

“The difficult thing about 

him is when we are attacking, 
he is chilling somewhere in a 
corner or something,” Van Dijk 
said.

“You have to be so very 
sharp in terms of defensive or-
ganisation.

They always looked for him 
to try to make it difficult for us 

on the counter.
“it is an honour to play 

against him. it is not me against 
him, or the netherlands against 
him, but the netherlands 
against Argentina.

“no one can do it on his 
own, we will have to come up 
with a good plan.”

Louis van Gaal will get his chance for vengeance after his side lost on  
penalties to Messi & Co in the semi-finals eight years ago

Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi (centre) and teammates train at Qatar University in Doha on Tuesday. (aFP)

Messi a danger even when 
‘chilling,’ says Van Dijk

dpa
Berlin/Munich

HAnSi Flick remains ger-
many coach despite a group 
stage exit at the Qatar World 
Cup and is to lead the team 
to the euro 2024 tournament 
on home ground, the german 
Football Federation (DFB) 
said on Wednesday.

The announcement came 
after Flick had met with DFB 
president Bernd neuendorf 
and german Football league 
(DFl) supervisory board 
head Hans-Joachim Watzke 
in a hotel on the outskirts 
of Frankfurt to explain what 
had gone wrong in Qatar.

“We are jointly convinced 
that the 2024 european 
Championship in our own 
country represents a great 
opportunity for football in 
germany,” neuendorf said in 
a DFB statement.

“our goal is to make 
this tournament a 
sporting success. 
We have full 
confidence in 
Hansi Flick 
that he will 
master this 
challenge to-
gether with 
his team.” Flick 
said: “i have con-
fidence in the joint 
path we agreed on to-
day with Bernd neuendorf 
and Aki Watzke. We all want 
the whole of germany to ral-
ly behind the national team 
again at the 2024 european 
Championship at home.” 

oliver Bierhoff was origi-
nally also to be present but 
he has resigned from his post 
as national team director in 
the wake of the third disap-
pointing tournament in a row 
for the team, the other being 
a last-16 exit at euro 2020. 
Flick had said right after 
the Qatar exit he wanted to 
stay but then expressed deep 
frustration that Bierhoff was 
leaving in a statement Tues-
day.

He said he his team “are 
finding it difficult to imag-
ine how the void created by 
oliver’s departure can be 
filled, both professionally 
and personally.” This was 
seen by some as a suggestion 
Flick may also throw in the 
towel after just one year at 
the helm, given that he also 
left Bayern munich last year 
mainly over a strained rela-
tionship with board member 

for sport Hasan Salihamid-
zic.

neuendorf said on 
Wednesday that a successor 
for Bierhoff would not be 
named until the DFB has dis-
cussed “the future structure 
of this area of responsibility.” 

Flick was germany as-
sistant coach under Joachim 
löw from 2006 until the 

2014 World Cup title and 
then succeeded him 

last year on a con-
tract until after 

the 2024 euros.
He won 

his first eight 
games in 
charge of the 
national team 

but only three of 
the 11 since then.

His tactics and 
substitutions were 

questioned after last week’s 
Qatar exit from a 2-1 defeat 
against Japan, a 1-1 draw 
with Spain and a meaningless 
4-2 win over Costa Rica.

“We as a team can achieve 
much more than we showed 
in Qatar. We missed a great 
opportunity there. We will 
learn our lessons from 
this,” Flick said defiantly on 
Wednesday.

A survey by Kicker sports 
magazine had revealed that 
more than 50% of those par-
ticipating favoured a new 
coach for a fresh start head-
ing into the euros for which 
germany as directly entered 
hosts will only be preparing 
with friendlies from march 
onwards.

But most pundits had 
called for Flick to get a second 
chance because he proved 
with six titles - including 
the 2020 treble - during his 
18-month reign in munich 
that he can have success. The 
team had also backed him, 
with centre back Antonio Rü-
diger saying “i hope he stays 
- period.”

dpa
Berlin

Arsenal and Brazil striker gabriel 
Jesus has undergone successful 
knee surgery. Jesus was ruled out 
for the remainder of the World 
Cup after sustaining an injury to 
his right knee during the Sele-
cao’s group g clash with Cam-
eroon.

Head coach Tite died re-

ports that Jesus was already car-
rying an issue prior to featuring 
for the five-time world champi-
ons in Qatar. According to un-
confirmed reports in Brazil, Jesus 
will be absent for three months.

Premier league leaders Ar-
senal on Tuesday confirmed he 
has started his rehabilitation pro-
gramme.

The 25-year-old has  played a 
key role in the gunners’ impres-

sive start to the Premier league 
season, which sees them five 
points clear at the summit after 
14 games.

Jesus’ tally of five goals is 
only bettered for Arsenal by mar-
tin odegaard (six), while only 
manchester City midfielder Kevin 
De Bruyne (nine) and team-mate 
Bukayo Saka (six) have registered 
more assists in the english top 
flight than his five.

EURO 
2024 

ON HOME 
GROUND is fan-
tastic opportu-

nity for Ger-
many

Netherlands’ defender Virgil van Dijk (right) takes part in a training session at Qatar University training sites 
in Doha on Tuesday. (aFP)

Belgium’s midfielder Eden Hazard bids farewell. (AFP)

brazil striker Jesus undergoes successful knee surgery

Germany’s head coach Hans-Diet-
er Flick at a press conference at 
the QNCC in Doha recently. (aFP)

It is an honour to play 
against him. It is not  
me against him, or the 
Netherlands against him,  
but the Netherlands  
against Argentina.
Virgil van Dijk

Coach Flick to 
lead Germany  
into Euros despite 
early Qatar exit
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M
OROCCO fans are 
painting an entire 
continent and more 
red following their 
historic win over 

Spain in FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 at the Education City 
Stadium on Tuesday night.

A spirited Morocco beat 
former champions Spain on 
penalties to become the first 
Arab-African nation to win a 
place in the World Cup last 
eight.

No sooner did the final 
whistle blew, you could hear 
horns blaring on the streets, 
people celebrating big time 
at FIFA fans festivals, wav-
ing flags for car tops, cheering 
through Souq Waqif and Ka-
tara Cultural Village. It seemed 
all of Morocco had trooped into 
Doha!

But the celebrations some-
how still seem endless – from 
the fan zones to the cultural 
district to market places and 
long into the night.

Morocco have been dubbed 
as the ‘dark horse’ among Arab 
teams and with Qatar declar-
ing the FIFA World Cup 2022 
as an event for the Arab world 
and all Arabs – the love and de-
light for Morocco’s big jump at 
football’s mega show is making 
the locals tremendously proud.

“We knew it. We have a su-
per coach in Walid Regragui 
and a well-knit team,” said Ab-
delkarim adorned with the Mo-
rocco flag on his back.

“We have scaled past Spain, 
and I feel we can now beat Por-
tugal too! And when that hap-
pens you won’t even be able 
to talk to me at this place,” 
laughed Fatma Adir from Casa-
blanca.

Back in Moroccon capital Ra-
bat, people danced in joy watch-
ing the match on big screens on 
streets and market corners.

Much similar was the scene 
in Paris where Moroccans cele-
brated on the Champs-Elysees. 

Morocco fans also celebrat-
ed in Madrid in Spain and Gaza 
in Palestine.

Meanwhile in Germany, 
more than 1,000 Morocco fans 
took over the streets in Dussel-
dorf to celebrate.

According to the police, 
around 1,200 people gathered 
near the main train station. 
Roads were closed to traffic and 
the police was on site with a 
large contingent, reported dpa.

Fan celebrations also took 
over the streets in the city of 
Essen, the police reported. 
Those celebrating were carry-
ing Moroccan flags and playing 
drums, while drivers joined the 
party honking their horns.

So far, celebrations have 
been peaceful, the police said.

Morocco will meet Portugal 
in the World Cup quarter-final 
to be played at the Al Thuma-
ma Stadium on Saturday.

Moroccans celebrate their team’s victory after the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match against Spain, in Rabat, Morocco, on Tuesday. (AFP)

A Morocco supporter celebrates his national team’s victory after the the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round 
of 16 match against Spain on the Champs-Elysees in Paris on Tuesday. (AFP)

Palestinian supporters of Morocco watch the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round 16 match between Spain 
and Morocco in Gaza City on Tuesday. (AFP)

 Morocco’s supporters celebrate after their team won the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 match against Spain in Madrid on Tuesday. (AFP)

Morocco supporters cheer ahead of the start of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match against Spain, at the FIFA fan zone in 
Doha, on Tuesday. (AFP)

Moroccans celebrate their team’s victory after the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 match against Spain, in Rabat, Morocco, on Tuesday. (AFP)

Morocco supporters gather in Brussels, Belgium, as they celebrate after 
their team won the World Cup 2022 match against Spain on Tuesday. (AFP)

MOROCCO FANS
PAINT THE 
GLOBE RED

From Doha to Rabat, 
Madrid to Paris, Gaza 
to Brussels and 
Dusseldorf... 
Moroccan fans 
celebrate big time  
following their 
national football 
team’s historic win at 
the FIFA World Cup 
2022 in Qatar.




