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Fairytale continues as Atlas Lions 
roar into quarter-finals, make history

dpa
Doha

Morocco continued their stun-
ning run at the Qatar World cup 
on Tuesday when they upset disap-
pointing former champions Spain 
3-0 on penalties to reach the quar-
ter-finals for the first time.

Goalkeeper Yassine Bounou 
saved spot kicks from carlos Soler 
and Sergio Busquets after Pablo 
Sarabia had hit the post.

Paris Saint-Germain defender 
Achraf Hakimi - who was born and 
raised in Spain and had started his 
career at real Madrid - clinched 
victory for the Atlas Lions with a 
Panenka-like chip into the middle, 
after Abdelhamid Sabiri and Hakim 
Ziyech had converted while Badr 
Benoun’s effort was saved by Spain 
keeper Unai Simon.

The score was locked at 0-0 af-
ter 120 minutes in which scoring 
chances were sparse, although Sara-
bia almost stole victory for Spain 
when he hit the post for a first time 
seconds before the shootout.

“I’m so happy for the team. They 
did a great job for the whole of the 
game. The team did a great job, an 
incredible job. All the players,” Bou-
nou said.

Busquets said: “It was really cru-
el how we lost. really cruel. It was 
a Moroccan wall. We were looking 
for the opening but we didn’t find 
it. We were just unlucky.” Morocco 
became the fourth African country 
to ever reach the last eight and the 
first since Ghana in 2010. They now 
face Portugal or Switzerland, who 
complete the round 16 later Tues-
day, on Saturday when they will bid 
to become the first team from their 
continent to make the semis.

“A historic victory, I think the 
people at home are very happy,” for-
ward Walid cheddira said.

They had already impressed in 
the group stage where they beat Bel-
gium 2-0 and canada 2-1 after hold-
ing the 2018 runners-up croatia to 
a 0-0 draw. No opposing player has 
managed to beat them in Qatar as the 
only goal they have conceded was 
an own goal by Nayef 
Aguerd against can-
ada.

Spain are meanwhile without 
a knockout victory in three World 
cups since lifting the trophy in 2010 
against the Netherlands. They went 
out in the group stage in 2014 and in 
the last 16 four years later on penal-
ties against hosts russia.

They started with an impressive 
7-0 against costa rica but never 
won again, drawing 1-1 with 
Germany and losing 2-1 
against Japan before 
the exit against 
Morocco.

At age 18 
years and 123 
days, Spain 
m i d f i e l d e r 
Gavi became 
the youngest 
player since 
Brazil leg-
end Pele in the 
1958 final (17 
years 249 days) 
to start in a World 
cup knock-out game, 
after also featuring in all group 
games.

But he and his team-mates badly 
lacked ideas as they found no way 
through the stubborn Morocco de-
fence, with Marco Asensio hitting 
the side-netting in the 27th.

Bayern Munich’s Noussair Maz-
raoui tried his luck from a distance 
at the other end but the ball was 
gathered by Simon, and Aguerd 

headed over from a promising po-
sition, set up by the lively Sofi-

ane Boufal.
After the break, 
Dani olmo’s 

left-angle free-kick was fisted away 
by Bounou as Spain tried in vain to 
up the pressure.

The Atlas Lions had a rare at-
tack with some five minutes left but 
cheddira failed to get a dangerous 
shot towards goal, and Simon then 
just got the ball away after a back-
pass ahead of the charging Abdessa-

mad Ezzalzouli.
In stoppage time, Mor-
ata’s poor header went 

well over, and Bou-
nou just palmed 

away another 
curling olmo 
free-kick which 
two Spain play-
ers had missed.

c h e d d i r a 
then failed to 

beat Simon from 
close range when 

he should have done 
better - which almost 

backfired when Sarabia 
fired rodrigo’s cross against 

the far post from a tight right angle 
a minute after coming on.

And when he hit the post again 
in Spain’s first attempt in the 
shootout it set the stage for La roja 
drawing a complete blank and join-
ing Switzerland in 2006 as they only 
teams failing to score in a World 
cup shootout.

Key 
Moment

Substitute Pablo Sarabia had a 
glorious chance to win the match with 
practically the last kick. The ball fell to 
him inches from goal at the far post 

but, from a difficult angle, he hit 
the far post. That gave Morocco 

a sense that this was their 
night, and so it proved.

Morocco’s defender Achraf Hakimi (C) celebrates with teammates after converting the 
last penalty during the penalty shootout to win the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round 
of 16 match against Spain at the Education City Stadium on Tuesday. (aFP)

MOROCKS!

Spain’s players react after losing the penalty 
shootout against Morocco on Tuesday. (aFP)

SCORELINE
Morocco Spain

0 3-0
Penalties 0

Morocco’s goalkeeper 
Yassine Bounou saves a 
penalty during the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 
Round of 16 match 
shootout against Spain 
at the Education City 
Stadium on Tuesday.  (aFP)



Vinay nayudu
Doha

Something that 
Spain had dreaded, 
in the end came to 
haunt them as their 
penalty shootout 
horrors came true 
against morocco 
at the education 
City Stadium on 
tuesday.

the 120 
minutes + 
match time 
w o u l d 
have been 
S p a i n ’ s 
only big 

chance given 
their poor pen-
alty kicks re-
cord at World 
Cups. Spain 
have now lost 
four shootouts 
from the total 
five they have 
been involved 
in at football’s 
global extrava-

ganza. And three 
consecutive ones- 

a joint record with england 
(1990-2006) and italy (1990-
1998). this was also Spain’s 
only second World Cup extra 
time in a long time.

then again for the pain of 
Spain. For someone, who now 
can well be called the ‘post-
man,’ Pablo Sarabia hit the 
goal post twice. he would have 
been a world hero had his first 
brilliant strike from a close an-
gle at the death of extra time 
when the ball hit the left post 
and flew away only to provide 
the lifeline. his second post hit 
was Spain’s first penalty kick, 
giving morocco more hope and 
guts to their goalkeeper ‘Bono’ 
– Yassine Bounou – who is also 
the custodian for La Liga club 
Sevilla.

For the record, the Paris 
St-germain midfielder Sarabia 

had scored his previous five 
penalties but missed with a low 
shot which hit the right-hand 
post.

Bono was clearly the big 
hero having stood like a rock 
facing the penalty kicks, and 
earlier like a wall behind an 
also ‘impenetrable’ moroccon 
defence.

And to think of fortune fa-
vouring the brave morocco, 
they chose to shoot first after 
winning the coin toss.

there could have been 
many heroes and villains in 
this maximum-length thrill-
er of FiFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. From morata to Sarabia 
of Spain, and from hakkim Zi-
yech to Jawad el Yamiq to Badr 
Benoun of morocco.

in 120+2 minute, el Yam-
iq made the save of his life 

kicking out a ferocious Spain 
strike. the save was breathtak-
ing too as it appeared that he 
may well have made the ball go 
into his own net but it went the 
other way! 

Benoun interestingly made 
his World Cup debut with 30 
seconds on the clock for the 
extra time to end. then mo-
rocco’s ‘master’ coach Walid 
Regragui also listed him for the 
shoot-out kicks but Benoun 
shot his team’s third kick wide. 

While the shootout will 
remain a spectacle of discus-
sion for long, the fact that the 
red wall of morocco held on 
against the tiki-taka unrelent-
ing attacks of Spain is also to 
be admired. Spain had a 1000 
passes to morocco’s only 300. 
Spain also had 70% posses-
sion which speaks volumes for 

the guts and glory of the Atlas 
Lions.

Football experts were in 
awe of morocco’s brave de-
fence and tactical acumen as 
they foiled several of Spain’s 
threatening moves.

“i think it needed one of 
Saudi Arabia, morocco or tu-
nisia to go really far because 
their fans have created some-
thing really special. it’s fan-
tastic to have them in the last 
eight,” said one on the BBC.

the pllaudits will keep 
coming, the ‘Dark horse’ 
among Arab teams – as Qatar 
tribune had put it in the group 
stages. 

their quarter-final at a 
FiFA World Cup awaits them 
now on Saturday at the Al thu-
mama Stadium in their very 
own Arab land.

We lacked finishing, says Spain coach Enrique; decision on future soon
ikoli Victor

Doha

Spain coach Luis Enrique said 
poor finishing was the bane of 
the 2010 World Champions’ 
exit in the Round of 16 match 
against Morocco at the Educa-
tion City Stadium on Tuesday.
Spain played some exhilarat-
ing football, but on the most 
important day, they just couldn’t 
stack up as they failed to make 
a breakthrough during regulation 
and extra time. 
Speaking at the post-match 
press conference, the former 

Barcelona manager said: “at 
the match we did dominate but 
lacked finishing power. We pro-
gressed offensively and had mo-
ments to kill off our opponents. 
We generated more chances, 
but we didn’t have enough time 
and space.
“Morocco played very well de-
fensively, and i praise them for 
their win.”
asked about the quality of play-
ers at his disposal and the im-
pact that those who didn’t make 
it could have had, he said: “i am 
happy with the profile of players 
i have and i support them to 

the end. if there’s anyone who’s 
responsible it’s me. i praise the 
players but it’s a huge disap-
pointment, and we feel sad, 
especially for our fans who have 
supported us all the way.”
Enrique whose contract still runs 
with the Spanish football federa-
tion, said this isn’t the right mo-
ment to speak about his future. 
“i can’t speak about my future 
yet, and this is not the right 
time. My contract will soon end, 
but i am happy with the Fed-
eration and the support of the 
sporting director. When i need 
to make that decision about my 

future, i will announce it.”
Enrique added that despite the 
defeat through penalties, the 
players played “a clean game 
and a beautiful game of football 
for the world to see, and the 
team has been outstanding so 
far.”
Before the game Enrique had 
claimed his players his players 
prepared by taking 1,000 penal-
ties as homework but pablo 
Sarabia, Carlos Soler and Sergio 
Busquets all missed from the 
spot.
“i chose the takers, i thought 
they were the best on the pitch,” 

said Luis Enrique.
“i chose the first three and i 
would do it again. (if i could 
change something) i would take 
Bounou away and put another 
goalkeeper there.
“(penalties) are not a lottery for 
me. You have to control your-
self, to know how to control it. i 
would choose the same players 
again.”
“i have no complaints against 
my players. i feel sorry that 
some of the players didn’t play. 
i was very unfair to Sarabia and 
pablo, but i had to make deci-
sions.”

Spain’s coach Luis Enrique after 
losing the penalty shoot-out 
against Morocco on Tuesday. (aFp)
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Spain’s forward Pablo Sarabia 
reacts after losing the penalty 

shootout of FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 Round of 16 match against 
Morocco at the Education City Stadium 
on Tuesday. (aFp)

While the shootout will 
remain a spectacle of 
discussion for long, the 
fact that the red wall of 
Morocco held on against 
the tiki-taka unrelenting 
attacks of Spain is also 
to be admired. Spain  
had a 1000 passes to 
Morocco’s only 300. 
Spain also had 70%  
possession which speaks 
volumes for the guts and 
glory of the Atlas Lions.

The pain of spain and
greaT delighT of arabian

‘dark horse’ 
morocco

Morocco’s goalkeeper Yassine Bounou (L) dives to save a shot by Spain’s forward Pablo Sarabia during the penalty shootout of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match at the Educa-
tion City Stadium on Tuesday. (aFp)



Morocco  
fans celebrate 
atlas lions’  
historic feat

Morocco will play in a World Cup quarter-final for the first time after de-
feating Spain at Education City. And if they defeat Portugal in Saturday’s 
last-eight tie, the Atlas Lions will become the first African nation to reach 
the semi-finals. As the only African team in the competition, they were 
already carrying the hopes of a continent. Many supporters cheered, 
and among the Moroccan flags were many Palestinian flags, which have 
been prominent at every game involving a North African or Middle East-
ern team. (PHOTOS BY MAHMOUD HEFNAWY)

PAGE 3 | SPortS wednesday, deceMber 7, 2022



WILL Brazil win the Qatar 2022 
World Cup? Yes and no — there is 
precedence for both.

Here is the one for the Brazil 
supporters: every time neither team has won 
each game in a group stage, the Canarinha have 
gone on to win the World Cup.

At Qatar 2022, the three teams that started 
with two wins — Brazil, France and Por-

tugal — all lost their third group match-
es to Cameroon, Tunisia and South 
Korea, respectively. 

In Sweden in 1958, Pele’s men 
advanced to the quarter-finals with 

two wins and a draw, then beat 
Wales, France and the hosts in suc-
cession.

Four years later, in Chile, they 
progressed with the same record 

before beating England, the home 
side and Czechoslovakia; and at USA 
1994 they only conceded a draw in 
their group against Sweden and then 
overcame one opponent after another 

before beating Italy in the final on pen-
alties.

Brazil’s detractors have something to 
find comfort in. The Canarinha have never 

won the title when they lost a match in the 
group stage. In this World Cup, after win-

ning the first two matches, Brazil lost to Cam-
eroon 1-0.

History notwithstanding, the prospects of 
Brazil are quite brilliant this time.

Brazil were crowned men’s football champi-
ons at the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo, hav-
ing achieved the same feat four years earlier at 
Rio 2016. In Japan, they also counted on some 
of the same players that are playing for them in 
Qatar, such as Dani Alves and Richarlison. And 
the men in yellow and green could once again 
make history in Qatar by joining a select group 
of countries that have won Olympic gold fol-
lowed by the World Cup.

Ode to Pele
After a stellar group stage, Brazil cruised 

into the World Cup quarter-finals with a 4-1 

victory over South Korea on Monday.
Brazil’s players paid tribute to legend Pele, 

who is receiving hospital treatment in Sao Pau-
lo due to his ailing health, after sauntering to 
a 4-1 FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 victory over 
Korea Republic.

Following Monday’s last-16 match at Sta-
dium 974 in Doha, the players unfurled a huge 
banner to the 82-year-old, widely regarded as 
one of the greatest players of all time.

First-half goals from Vinicius Junior, Ney-
mar, Richarlison and Lucas Paqueta saw Brazil 
put the game to bed long before Paik Seung-
ho’s stunning consolation in the second period.

“It’s hard to talk about what Pele is going 
through right now but I wish him all the best,” 
said Neymar, who made his return from an an-
kle injury to play most of the game.

“I hope he will be back in good health as 
soon as possible and that we could have at least 
comforted him with the victory,” Neymar told 
local newspapers. 

Pele’s battle with colon cancer is providing 
motivation for the players to try to win a re-
cord-extending sixth world title - the first three 
of which Pele was part of.

“He needs a lot of strength from us and this 
victory is for him, so that he can come out of 
this situation and that we can be champions for 
him,” said Vinicius.

Neymar’s return gave Brazil a huge boost 
and they were on fire right from the first min-
ute.

His 13th minute goal from the penalty spot 
took Neymar to within one goal of Pele’s record 
77 strikes for Brazil.

But he admitted there had been moments 
after he was injured in Brazil’s opening FIFA 
World Cup match against Serbia that he thought 
his tournament might be over.

“When I got injured I spent a very dif-
ficult night. I was thinking of a million dif-
ferent things,” said Neymar, who added 
he had been “crying a lot. I was afraid of 
not being able to play in this World Cup 
again but I had the support of all my team-
mates and my family who gave me strength.”  
 — WITH INPUTS FROM FIFA.COM AND MARCA
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WILL  
BRAZIL  
PREVAIL 

depending on where 
one’s sympathies lie. 
There is precedence 
for both eventualities

YES AND NO

Pele shows improvement
PELE is showing signs of “pro-
gressive improvement” following 
treatment for respiratory infec-
tion at a hospital in Sao Paulo.

The Brazilian icon was 
admitted to hospital last week, 
with the 82-year-old initially re-
ported to have been placed on 
palliative care - a claim that was 
swiftly denied by his family.

Instead, his daughters told 
Brazil’s TV Globo on Sunday 
that, though he is “sick” and 
“old,” he will be returning home 

when his condition improves.
Another positive update has 

now been shared by the Albert Ein-
stein Hospital in Sao Paulo, who 
issued a statement on Tuesday.

“The patient continues to 
evolve with progressive improve-
ment of the general condition, 
especially respiratory infection,” 
it read, while adding that he is 
“[showing] stable vital signs, 
conscious and without new com-
plications.” — STATS PERFORM/
DPA



FIFA.com 

Takehiro Tomiyasu de-
scribed his own performance 
as a “disaster” as Japan were 
knocked out of the FiFa World 
Cup™ by Croatia on Monday.

Takumi Minamino, kaoru 
Mitoma and Maya Yoshida all 
missed their spot-kicks in a 
shoot-out following a 1-1 draw 
at al Janoub Stadium, with 
Croatia advancing to a quarter-
final against Brazil.

it meant Japan have been 
eliminated from all four of 
their round of 16 appearances 
at the World Cup, while they 
have lost both of their penalty 
shoot-outs in the competition 
(also versus Paraguay in 2010).

Tomiyasu registered the 
worst pass completion rate 
of any outfield player to play 
the full 120 minutes (67.7 per 
cent), while he lost possession 
a game-high 27 times.

The arsenal defender, who 

also failed to make a single 
tackle or interception, was dis-
appointed with his display and 
said Japan need to be “much, 
much better” in the future.

“of course, we are so dis-
appointed with the result,” he 
said.

“My performance was a dis-
aster so i am sorry for the team. 
i just need to be much, much 
better to help the team.

“it was not enough and also 
for the team, we did not de-
serve to win. We were so close 
to achieving our aim. They 
were better than us.

“i can’t be proud. i am not 
satisfied about what happened. 
This is football and we need to 
be much, much better to win 
against a stronger team.”

 Tomiyasu will return to 
club duty with arsenal now and 
will hope to feature in the Pre-
mier League leaders’ first match 
after the World Cup against 
West ham on 26 December.

My performance was 
a disaster: Tomiyasu

FIFA.com

CroaTia have done it again. at the 
end of their exciting round-of-16 
game with Japan, the 2018 finalists 
edged through.

The asian side took the lead 
through Daezen Maeda, before a fine 
header from ivan Perisic pulled the 
european side level, and the game 
went to extra time and penalties.

When a shootout is required in 
the FiFa World Cup, tensions are al-
ways heightened. anxiety creeps in, 
the pressure increases, and for the 
taker, the goal can seem to shrink to 
the size of the goalkeeper.

it is no easier for the fans: the fate 
of their team, of their dream, is de-
cided from 12 yards out, and in those 

fractions of a second anything can 
happen.

There is no denying that Croatia 
rode into the quarter finals on the 
back of one standout performance: 
that of Dominik Livakovic. 

The goalkeeper’s three saves in 
the shoot-out made his team-mates’ 
task much easier. Stops from Mi-
namino, Mitoma and Yoshida saw 
the Croatian goalkeeper voted MVP 
and enabled his team to sail into the 
next round.

Livakovic admitted in the mixed 
zone after the match that he still 
did not believe what had happened: 
“i don’t know what to say. The only 
thing i can say is that i’m glad that 
i’ve made the Croatian people happy 
this evening. Not just the fans who 
were here tonight, but everyone.

“it was a pretty tough game but 
we showed that we can take on any-
one and play our game. My whole life 
in football flashed before my eyes be-
fore the first penalty, emotions that 
i’ll definitely never forget.

“We know that whoever we face 
in the next round will be a great 
team, so we’ve just got to do what 
we’ve always done and see how that 
works.” 

Goalscorer ivan Perisic was full of 
praise for Livakovic after the game. 
“Like i’ve always said, everyone in 
the squad has to contribute for Croa-

tia to do well. Tonight it was Livako-
vic’s turn,” he said. “if you’ve got a 
great goalkeeper it makes everything 
much easier. i’m really proud of him, 
he deserves this because he’s a hard-
working guy and i hope he can carry 
on like this.” 

Luka Modric also spoke of his 
feelings after the win over Japan. 
“i’m really happy, it was such a 
tough match. Japan didn’t beat Ger-
many and Spain by accident, and we 
showed our character in coming back 
from a goal down. We created lots of 
chances in the first half and we could 
have taken control of the game bet-
ter.” 

“Perhaps it wasn’t such an easy 
game but we’re a team that’s built to 
suffer and if you have to suffer then 
it’s better to get the win at the end 
of it,” said the Croatia captain with a 
laugh.

“Plenty of teams have won the 

World Cup on penalties, they’re part 
of the game. Tonight Livakovic made 
three impressive saves,” he said.

“i’ve watched shoot-outs from the 
sidelines in the past and it’s not fun 
at all, i’d much rather be involved 
and be taking one. i never thought 
about it possibly being my last game 
for Croatia, because when it went to 
penalties i told everyone that Livako-
vic would save them,” he added.

Forward ante Budimir spoke to 
FiFa+ about his side’s victory and 
their goalkeeper: “it was a really 
great game, and it was nice to get 
the win. it wasn’t easy. We used up 
a lot of emotional energy, but that’s 
football and that’s why we love it. 
Dominik was absolutely unbeliev-
able. his saves put us in the right 
frame of mind and allowed us to be 
much calmer for our own penalties, 
definitely.” 

“We’re delighted to be in the 
quarter finals,’ he went on. “Japan 
were really solid, they did well in a 
tough group with Spain and Ger-
many, and we know that this would 
be a tough game. We respect them so 
much, we had to try and give every-
thing.” 

Nikola Vlasic was next in line for 
our interviewer, and he also spoke 
of his emotions. “This is history for 
Croatia. a hugely important achieve-
ment, which makes us proud. We’re 

delighted with what we’ve been able 
to do so far.” 

“of course you can practise pen-
alties, but it’s never the same as be-
ing in a match situation,” he said. 
“You might score every single one in 
training, but when it’s sudden death 
at a World Cup, it’s a different story. 
Packed stadium, emotions running 
high, it’s completely different.

“Livakovic was magnificent - 
those three saves helped us so much. 
When your goalkeeper saves three 
penalties you really should be win-
ning the shoot-out. Now we’re ready 
to take on anyone.” Livakovic’s per-
formance is undoubtedly the result 
of a process begun some time ago, 
which is now showing the results the 
goalkeeper hoped for.

in episode six of the FiFa+ exclu-
sive series Captains, Modric is shown 
speaking one-to-one with Livakovic 
on the night before the final qualify-
ing match against russia. 

The captain says to Livakovic, 
who was dropped for the game, that 
he does not give off an air of confi-
dence, and the rest of the team picks 
up on that.

That conversation was probably 
a large part of the reason why Li-
vakovic picked himself up, became 
manager Zlatko Dalic’s undisputed 
number one, and ultimately the hero 
against Japan.

Bento says he won’t renew his 
contract as South Korea coach

dpA 
Berlin

PauLo Bento confirmed he 
will not renew his contract 
with South korea after their 
World Cup exit by defeat to 
Brazil on Monday.

Vinicius Junior, Neymar, 
richarlison and Lucas Paque-
ta were all on target as the pre-
tournament favourites raced 
into a four-goal lead inside 36 
minutes at Stadium 974.

a long-range Paik Seung-
ho strike in the second half 
proved a mere consolation for 
South korea, whose journey in 
Qatar came to an abrupt end.

Bento, appointed in 2018 
as Shin Tae-yong’s successor, 
confirmed the Brazil defeat 
will be his last with the Tae-
geuk Warriors, after agree-
ing to stay in charge until 
the end of their World Cup  
campaign.

“From now, we just have to 
think of the future, and it will 
not be with the national team 
for South korea,” he said. “i 
rest, and then i see what hap-
pens after.

“i just announced to the 
players and president of the 
confederation this decision i 
made in September. This was 
a decision set in stone, and to-
day i confirmed it.

“i have to thank them for 
everything, they gave their 
best. i have been proud to be 
their manager.” 

South korea were appear-
ing in their first knockout-

stage game in 
the competition 
since 2010, though 
failed to deliver against 
Tite’s host of global stars.

They will still head home 
with great memories in the 
Middle east after snatching an 
unlikely Group h qualification 
with hwang hee-chan’s inju-
ry-time strike against Portugal 
edging out uruguay for second 
place.

“at this time, it is not easy 
to give a summary of every-
thing in the World Cup, and 
especially due to it not ending 
yet,” Bento added.

“i can only tell you about 
our participation, which end-
ed today, i believe it ended in 
a fair manner. We have to con-
gratulate Brazil because they 
are better than us.

“What we did do in the 
World Cup was something 
to make us very proud - as 
well as all the process to 
get here for the last four 
years - i believe what 
we’ve done in the group 
stage was very good.”
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South Korea’s Portuguese 
coach Paulo Bento ges-
tures during the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 
16 match against Brazil 
at the Stadium 974 on 
Monday. (afp)

There is no denying 
that Croatia rode  

into the  
quarter-finals  
because of one  

standout  
performance: that  

of Livakovic

Croatia’s midfielder Mario Pasalic and Japan’s defender Takehiro Tomi-
yasu jump to head the ball at the Al Janoub Stadium on Monday. (afp)

Plenty of teams have won the 
World Cup on penalties, they’re 
part of the game. Tonight 
Livakovic made three 
impressive saves.
– Luka Modric

 I told everyone that Livakovic would 
save Japan’s penalties, says Modric

Croatia’s goalkeeper 
Dominik Livakovic saves 
a penalty from Japan’s 
forward  Kaoru Mitoma 
during the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 round of 16 
match against between 
Japan at the Al Janoub 
Stadium on Monday. (afp)
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Germany coach Hansi Flick has reacted with 
frustration to the exit of national team director Oli-
ver Bierhoff in the aftermath of last week’s group 
stage exit at the World Cup, which also raises ques-
tions about his own future.

“my coaching team and I are finding it dif-
ficult to imagine how the void created by Oliver’s 
departure can be filled, both professionally and 
personally,” Flick said in a personal statement on 
the German Football Federation (DFB) website on 
Tuesday.

“Our cooperation was always characterised by 
loyalty, team spirit, trust and reliability. Together-
ness was the Dna of our team. For me personally, 
Oliver was my first contact and friend within the 
team. We had the 2024 european Championship 
project in Germany as our common goal.” 

Bierhoff, whose goals in the final gave Germa-
ny the euro 1996 title, left his position as national 
team and academy CeO the previous day after 18 
years at the DFB, saying “I am clearing the way for 
a new path to be followed.” 

Flick had said after Germany’s second 
straight World Cup group stage exit 

that he would not retire but his 
statement Tuesday appears to 

indicate that he is only ready 
to continue if a new partner 
of his liking is found in suc-
cession of Bierhoff.

Flick is set to explain the 
Qatar debacle on Wednes-

day in a meeting with DFB 
president Bernd neuendorf 

and German Football League 
(DFL) supervisory board chief 

Hans-Joachim Watzke, with his future 
to nbe decided afterwards.

The 54-year-old thanked those who supported 
him “during this time with their commitment, ide-
as and passion.” However, he realized the perfor-
mances of the German team in russia and Qatar 
failed to live up to earlier successes.

“That’s why I’m not leaving without necessary 
self-criticism. Over the past four years, we haven’t 
managed to build on earlier successes and give the 
fans reason to cheer again,” Bierhoff said in his res-
ignation speech on monday evening.

“Some decisions we were convinced of have not 
turned out to be the right ones. no one regrets that 
more than I do. I take responsibility for that.”

Despite resigning from his position at DFB, Bi-
erhoff had no doubt that the sport would continue 
to be a part of his life: “Football has shaped my life 
and will continue to accompany me. It has been 
a great honour for me to have worked in German 
football for so long.”

Hertha Berlin general manager Fredi Bo-
bic and former DFB techical director matthias 
Sammer have been named as possible suc-
cessors of Bierhoff, but there have also been 
suggestions of a sporting director position for 
which former midfielder Sami Khedira could be 
a candidate.

STEPPING 
ASIDE FROM 
ThE ROLE 

Mother and son from Zimbabwe proud to be FIFA World Cup volunteers

Bierhoff’s exit 
from German  
job frustrates 
coach Flick

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

ruFarO makambira-Chindalo is 
supporting operations at the main 
media Centre, while her son Kundai 
is a spectator services volunteer at 
Khalifa International Stadium, one 
of eight state-of-the-art venues host-
ing Qatar 2022 matches.

rufaro has become a seasoned 
volunteer since moving to Doha in 
2019 to work as a support teacher for 
disabled children at Cardiff Interna-
tional School. She previously volun-
teered at numerous football tourna-
ments in Qatar, including the CaF 
Super Cup, aFC Champions League, 
amir Cup and FIFa arab Cup

“Volunteering has increased my 
confidence and helped me become 
comfortable approaching people 

and striking up conversations. Im-
mersing myself in volunteering also 
helped me to understand and appre-
ciate the local culture here in Qatar. 
I was struck by how lovely and wel-
coming everyone is,” said rufaro to 
FIFa.Com, whose role is based at the 
Qatar national Convention Centre.

rufaro’s experiences encouraged 
Kundai, an undergraduate who lives 
in Harare, Zimbabwe, to volunteer 
at last year’s FIFa arab 
Cup, with an eye on be-
ing a part of the first 
FIFa World Cup in the 
middle east and arab 
world.

rufaro added: 
“The skills, expe-
rience and social 
interactions are 
priceless. I wanted 

Kundai to have all these experiences. 
I knew volunteering would help him 
grow and develop, and feel a sense 
of pride and fulfilment.” Kundai is 
enjoying his stint at Khalifa, which 
will host the third-place play-off on 
17 December, after staging seven 
matches up to the round of 16 stage.

“I love helping people and my 
role at Khalifa is all about assisting 
fans in the stadium. Volunteering 

has helped improve my com-
munication and network-

ing skills, and given me so 
much confidence – I am 
really enjoying meeting 
people from all over 
the world,” said Kundai, 
a student at Zimbabwe 

ezekiel Guti uni-
versity.

“I want fans to 

have a great experience and for my 
interactions to have a positive im-
pact on them. I am also a big football 
fan so to be part of this tournament 
is a once-in-a-lifetime experience.”

Kundai went on to say volunteer-

ing will support his education and 
career prospects.

“I am a sports coordinator at my 
university in Zimbabwe and when I 
go back I intend to share the knowl-
edge I have gained in Qatar – skills 
like teamwork, organising and strat-
egies,” said Kundai, who is studying 
to obtain a humanity and social sci-
ences degree. “my goal is to become 
a social entrepreneur – someone 
who positively impacts society – and 
all these skills will be priceless.”

Speaking about the opportunity 
to be part of a global mega-event 

alongside her son, rufaro said: “It 
is amazing – so very special. The 

World Cup will not just leave a 
lasting legacy for Qatar and 
the arab region, it will also 
leave a lasting legacy for our 
family.”

Doha chosen to host the 2025 
ITTF World Table Tennis Finals

agENcIES/TNN
AmmAn (JOrDAn)

THe 2025 ITTF World Table Ten-
nis Championships Finals is set to 
be staged in Doha, Qatar following a 
vote from member associations on 
Tuesday day at the annual General 
meeting, during the ITTF Summit. 
Doha won 57 votes against 39 for 
the other candidate city, alicante, 
Spain.

The three days of meetings con-
cluded in amman, Jordan.

Doha, the capital of Qatar, is lo-
cated on the country’s eastern coast 

and is a destination city for tourists 
and major sporting events alike. It is 
currently hosting football’s greatest 
extravaganza - the FIFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

The ITTF announcement con-

tinues Doha’s longstanding associa-
tion as one of the most established 
cities in global table tennis.

Having been hotspot for major 
events for almost three decades, the 
Qatari capital has recently proved it-
self a key location and launchpad for 
a new era in table tennis. The WTT 
middle east Hub in 2021 marked 
the first official events of World 
Table Tennis, successfully holding 
back-to-back Contender and Star 
Contender events in march last year. 
Qatar’s commitment to staging pre-
mium blockbuster events guaran-
tees more historic memories will be 

made when the World Champion-
ships Finals lands in Doha in 2025.

The last World Championships 
Finals were staged in Houston, 
uSa in 2021 and was broadcasted 
in more than 200 territories to over 
500 million fans. as momentum 
builds on the global table tennis 
calendar, all eyes will be on Doha 
to host an event that continues IT-
TF’s mission to stage entertainment 
driven events while maintaining the 
tradition and history of the champi-
onships for both players and fans.

Doha will mark the 59th edition 
of the World Championships.
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A file photo of Germany’s manager Oliver Bierhoff on the pitch ahead of the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group E match against Spain at the Al Bayt Stadium in Al Khor, 
north of Doha recently. Germany’s team director Oliver Bierhoff has stepped aside two years early after his country crashed out in the group stage for the second 
consecutive World Cup, the national association said on Monday. (AFP)

Flick to explain 
World Cup debacle 

today to German 
football president  

and DFB board

Rufaro Makambira-Chindalo 
and her son Kundai  
support operations at  
the Main Media Centre.
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Afc.com 
Doha 

Bukayo Saka said England 
have no reason to feel inferior 
to France as they prepare to 
face the FIFa World Cup hold-
ers in a blockbuster quarter-
final.

Fuelled by the brilliance of 
kylian Mbappe, France have 
powered through to the last 
eight in formidable fashion as 
they look to retain the trophy.

Mbappe is the tourna-
ment’s leading scorer with five 
goals and his lethal form has 
convinced many pundits to 
make France the favourites in 
the last-eight showdown at the 
al Bayt Stadium on Saturday.

Even England boss Gareth 
Southgate conceded after his 
team’s 3-0 win against Sen-
egal in the last 16 that France 
will pose the “acid test” of the 
Three Lions’ title bid.

But England forward Saka, 
who scored against Senegal 
after being selected instead of 
Marcus Rashford, is adamant 
his side deserve as much re-
spect as Les Bleus.

“We know the qualities 
they have but we also know 
our own qualities. We’ve had 
three clean sheets and at the 
same time we’ve scored the 
most goals (in the tourna-
ment),” Saka told reporters.

“There’s a lot of tourna-
ment experience now. If you 
look at the results from the 
last few tournaments we’ve 
been in, we’ve got to a semi-
final and a final. So when the 
big games come, we have a lot 
of players who know what they 
need to do.

“We are feeling good right 
now. of course, we have to 
believe we can win the tourna-

ment.” 
Saka acknowledged 

France’s threat, saying: 
“There’s only one kylian 
Mbappe. He’s up there with 
the best players in the world.

“We know the quality he 
has and we have to be pre-
pared to stop him. But not just 
him, France have lots of other 
quality players.

However, Saka suggested 
England, scorers of 12 goals in 
four games, have done enough 
at the FIFa World Cup Qatar 
2022 to show they can take the 
game to France rather than fo-
cus on containing them.

“That’s no doubt the qual-
ity we have in our team. We 
are blessed with an amazing 
frontline with so much qual-
ity,” Saka said.

England’s first FIFa World 
Cup meeting with France since 
1982 is expected to be a tight 
affair and if penalties are re-
quired to settle the tie, Saka is 
ready to take one.

The arsenal forward was 
one of three England players 
to miss during their shootout 
defeat against Italy in the Euro 
final.

Mbappe is the tournament’s leading 
scorer with five goals and his lethal 

form has convinced many pundits to 
make France the favourites in the 
last-eight showdown at the Al Bayt 

Stadium on Saturday

England’s forward Bukayo Saka celebrates after scoring his team’s third goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match against 
Senegal at the Al Bayt Stadium recently. (aFP)

England’s forward Harry Kane strikes the ball during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match 
against Senegal at the Al Bayt Stadium. (aFP)

France’s forward Kylian Mbappe celebrates after scoring his team’s third goal during the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match against Poland at the Al Thumama Stadium. (aFP)

We know the qualities 
they have but we also 
know our own qualities. 
We’ve had three clean 
sheets and at the same 
time we’ve scored the 
most goals (in the 
tournament)
– Bukayo Saka

England won’t 
fEar francE, 
says saka
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Cristiano ronaldo 
started on the bench 
and was only a spec-
tator as his stand-
in Gonçalo ramos 
scored the first hat-
trick of the World 
Cup in Qatar to lead 
Portugal to a 6-1 win 
over switzerland and 
into the quarter-finals.

they are now set for a clash with 
Morocco, who continued their stunning 
run at the World Cup as they upset dis-
appointing former champions spain 3-0 
on penalties earlier on tuesday.

the 21-year-old ramos, , making his 
first-ever international start, became the 
youngest player to strike three times in 
a World Cup knockout match since Pele 
in 1958.

Pepe, raphael Guerreiro and rafael 
Leao were also on target for a rampant 
Portugal, who booked a showdown with 
Morocco on saturday for a place in the 
last four in Qatar.

ronaldo, 37 and now without a club 
after his departure from Manchester 
United, has hogged the headlines during 
the tournament while looking a shadow 
of his former self.

the only man to score at five World 
Cups, ronaldo was left out by coach Fer-
nando santos against the 
swiss following his 
angry response 
to being sub-
stituted in 
the last 
g r o u p 
game.

it was a bold call to omit a player 
with a record 118 international 
goals in favour of giving a 
full debut to ramos, the 

Benfica striker who 
had played just 33 
minutes across 
three previous 
appearances.

But it took 
just 17 minutes for 

ramos to reward 
santos’ faith, and to 
achieve something 
ronaldo has never done 
-- score in a World Cup 
knockout game.

Joao Felix clipped delicate-
ly into the feet of ramos, 
who quickly swivelled 
past Fabian schaer and 
rifled into the roof of the 
net past a stunned Yann sommer.

otavio, who returned to the Portugal 
midfield after injury in their opening 
match, shot straight at sommer before 
ramos did likewise moments later.

Xherdan shaqiri drew a fingertip 
stop from Diogo Costa with a dipping 
free-kick from distance, but 
Portugal soon had their sec-
ond.

Bruno Fernandes 
whipped in a corner and the 
39-year-old Pepe towered 
above the swiss defence to 
powerfully head home.

Diogo Dalot hacked 
remo Freuler’s header off 

the line after Diogo 
Costa failed 

to properly deal with a cross, 
but the swiss simply had 

no answers against an 
irresistible Portugal.

ramos turned 
in his second from 
close range six 
minutes into the 
second half from 
Dalot’s cross 
down the right.

He then 
turned provider by 

playing in Guerrei-
ro to lash in another 

just four minutes later 
as the swiss defence was 

ruthlessly ripped apart.
it was also ra-

mos who inadvertently 
glanced a corner to-
wards Manuel akanji 

at the far post as the Manchester City 
centre-back pulled one back for switzer-
land.

ramos completed his treble after 
more outstanding work from Felix, non-
chalantly dinking over sommer with one 
of his final touches before making way 
for ronaldo.

the five-time Ballon d’or win-
ner’s introduced elicited the big-
gest roar of the night. ronaldo 
did have the ball in the back of the 
net but it was ruled out for a clear 
offside.

Leao capped off a sensational 
Portugal performance with a ter-

rific curling strike in stoppage time
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No upset here
Ramos bags hat-tRick as PoRtugal cRush swiss to Reach wc quaRteRs

Cristiano Ronaldo reacts as Spain’s coach Fernando Santos walks past 
him at the Lusail Stadium on Tuesday. Ronaldo was benched for most 
part of the Swiss game following his angry response to being  
substituted in the last group game.  by MAhMouD hefnAwy/QT

SCORELINE
Portugal Switzerland

6 1
Gonçalo Ramos 17’, Pepe 33’, 
Ramos 51’, Raphaël Guerreiro 55’ 
Ramos 67’, Rafael Leão 90’+2’

M. Akanji 58'

Portugal’s forward 
Rafael Leao

Portugal’s defender 
Raphael Guerreiro

Portugal players celebrate a 
goal during the match against 

Switzerland at Lusail Stadium on 
Tuesday. (aFP)

Portugal’s forward Goncalo Ramos and 
defender Pepe jump for a header during 
the match against Switzerland, at Lusail 

Stadium on Tuesday. (aFP)


