
Wednesday
december 7, 2022

 Jumada al-aWWal 12, 1444
Vol.16  no. 5746  qR 2

Download 
now

Valid until December 15, 2022. Terms and conditions apply.

DOHA IS YOUR PLAYGROUND

EMBRACE TRAVEL, EXPERIENCE A NEW JOURNEY.
Call or WhatsApp Us on +974 4448 4848

Fajr: 4:44 am   
Dhuhr:  11:25 am 
Asr:  2:24 pm   
Maghrib:  4:46 pm     
Isha:  6:16 pm

HigH : 29°C
LOW : 23°C

FIne

QNA
DOHa

The Ministry of Interior (MoI) 
has announced that citizens 
and residents of GCC coun-
tries will be allowed to enter 
the country without the need 
to obtain a hayya Card for non-
match ticket holders, through 
all points of entry, in accord-
ance with the normal entry 
procedures.

The ministry explained, in 
a statement, the entry mecha-
nism through all entry points, 
noting that citizens and resi-
dents of the GCC countries 
arriving in Qatar by air will be 
able to enter without requir-
ing registration via the hayya 
platform, effective as of Tues-
day.

As for those arriving 
through the border crossing 
points using buses and various 
means of land transportation, 
the statement pointed out that 
buses will be available to all 
travelers through the land bor-
der crossing, as usual, and the 
parking will be allocated to visi-
tors without a fee.

The ministry stated that the 
GCC nationals and residents 
arriving through the land bor-

der crossing by their own ve-
hicles will be able to enter the 
country as of December 8. 

They must apply for a per-
mit on the website of the Minis-
try of Interior at least 12 hours 
before travel. The permit does 
not require any fee.

The Ministry of Interior 
said that this step is being tak-
en in the context of the state’s 
efforts to provide an opportu-
nity for visitors, citizens and 
residents of the GCC countries, 
to enjoy the atmosphere of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 

and entertainment activities 
during the remainder of this 
tournament. The ministry’s 
move will facilitate the entry 
mechanism through all border 
points, and help fans to join 
hundreds of thousands specta-
tors in stadiums, dedicated fan 
zones and live screening areas, 
to watch the world’s famous 
football players.

The ministry clarified 
that fans who wish to see the 
matches live in a stadium must 
register via the hayya online 
platform.

GCC citizens, residents 
can enter Qatar sans 

Hayya Card, says MoI

Minister of Labour He Dr ali 
bin smaikh al Marri has said 
that Qatar is moving forward in 
developing economic legisla-
tion that reflects a future-
exploring vision, through the 
implementation of its national 
Vision 2030 and related strat-
egies, the application of inter-
national labour standards, the 
realisation of basic principles 
and rights at work.

 “Qatar adopted a series 
of pioneering legislative and 
institutional reforms in the re-
gion, which led to the improve-
ment of working conditions 
and ensuring a decent living 
for all labourers. the reforms 
included many aspects, the 
most important of which is the 
abolition of 

the sponsorship system, 
facilitating the job transition 
process, providing fair em-
ployment through Qatar Visa 
Centers, and setting a mini-
mum wage,” al Marri said in a 
speech at the plenary session 
in singapore. pAge 7

Qatar adopted 
institutional 
labour reforms, 
says Al Marri

spanish bulls
liOns maul
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Morocco continued their stunning run at the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 on Tuesday when they upset former champions Spain 3-0 on penalties to reach the quarter-
finals for the first time. Goalkeeper Yassine Bounou saved spot kicks from Carlos Soler and Sergio Busquets after Pablo Sarabia had hit the post, and Achraf Hakimi 
clinched victory with a Panenka-like chip into the middle.The score was locked at 0-0 after 120 minutes, although Sarabia almost stole victory for Spain when he hit 
the post seconds before the shoot-out. Morocco became the first African team in the last eight since Ghana in 2010 in an intense game which however badly lacked 
serious scoring opportunities. They had already impressed in the group stage when they beat Belgium 2-0 and Canada 2-1 after holding the 2018 runners-up Croatia to 
a 0-0 draw in their opening game. They now face Portugal or Switzerland, who complete the round 16 later Tuesday, on Saturday when they will bid to become the first 
Arab team from to make the semis. SportS pAge 1

Morocco becoMe the 
first ArAb country to 
reAch fifA World cup 
quArter-finAls

CristianO ronaldo started on the bench and was only a 
spectator as his stand-in gonçalo ramos scored the first 
hat-trick of the World Cup in Qatar to lead Portugal to a 

6-1 win over switzerland and into the quarter-finals. they are 
now set for a clash with Morocco, who continued their stun-
ning run at the World Cup as they upset disappointing former 
champions spain 3-0 on penalties earlier on tuesday. 

ramos, making his first-ever international start, opened up 
his gala in the 17th minute, breaking the deadlock for Portu-
gal after an assist from João Felix. Pepe doubled the lead for 
the Portuguese side, becoming the oldest player to score in 
a World Cup knock-out stage game. ramos missed a great 
chance before the break, but made up for it early in the sec-
ond half, finishing off a low ball from Diogo Dalot.

 He then assisted raphael guerreiro to Portugal’s fourth in 
the 55th minute, before switzerland managed to pull one back 
with Manuel akanji in the 58th. But any hopes for a comeback 
were soon dismissed, as ramos topped his stunning perfor-
mance by completing a hat-trick in the 67th and rafael Leão 
netted Portugal’s sixth in stoppage time.

 ronaldo eventually came on but there wasn’t much left to 
do on the pitch as his side proved they are quite well without 
the Portuguese top star. (DPA) SportS pAge 8

ramOs hat-trick  
fires pOrtugal  
intO quarters



Volunteering is now a part of Qatari culture: Experts
QNA
DOHA

IN light of the success of vol-
unteers in performing their 
duties at the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 and all major 
events held by state institu-
tions, experts have underlined 
that volunteering has become 
a way of life and culture in Qa-
tari society.

The participants ad-
dressed the issue during a 
symposium held under the 
title ‘Volunteering is an Arab 
and human heritage and cul-
ture’. The symposium was 
held on Monday in Darb Al 
Saai in Umm Salal, in con-
junction with International 
Volunteer Day, which falls on 
December 5 each year.

Director of the Volunteer 
Strategy Department at the 
Supreme Committee for De-
livery & Legacy Nasser Al Mo-
gaiseeb, Qatar Voluntary Cen-
tre director Moeed Al Qahtani, 

Wadha Al Athba, a trainer and 
leader in volunteer work and 
its management, and writer 
and journalist Najat Ali Mo-
hammed, participated in the 
symposium.

They underscored the im-
portance of volunteer work 
and its connection to the val-
ues of giving that stem from 
the Islamic religion.

Director of the Volun-
teer Strategy Department at 

the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy Nasser Al 
Mogaiseeb said that more 
than 20,000 volunteers were 
selected out of 500,000 who 
wished to volunteer, after 
interviewing approximately 
55,000, pointing out that 
there is a desire for the volun-
teers to ensure the success of 
the world’s most prominent 
sporting event.

Also, he talked about the 

art of managing volunteers 
and defining their tasks to en-
sure the success of the work, 
stressing that the culture of 
volunteering has become part 
of the culture in Qatar. In fact, 
it can be an identity based 
on the history of the State of 
Qatar in giving, cooperation 
and cohesion to achieve major 
goals.

He noted that volunteer-
ing is not only physical but 
also there is intellectual volun-
teering that can contribute to 
putting forward ideas and pro-
jects to serve the community.

More than 20,000 
volunteers have 
been selected out 

of 500,000 who wish to 
volunteer, after interviewing 
approximately 55,000,”
— Nasser Al Mogaiseeb Director 
of the Volunteer Strategy 
Department at the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery & Legacy

Spectacular Lusail
A night time shot from the Lusail Boulevard. As the location of one 
of the official fan zone areas for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
Lusail Commercial Boulevard is a significant destination for fans 
visiting Qatar for the world’s largest sport event.

KHALID TAWALBEH
DOHA

LOVE of Brazil is an addiction, 
everyone who watches them, 
loves the Canary Squad, say 
fans.  Such is their commitment  
and dedication to the side that 
they are often called the team’s 
‘player number 12.

You have to be at the sta-
dium to see the number of these 
fans who have come from far 
and wide to support Brazilian 
national team. You have to be 
there to get an idea of how loyal 
they are to it.

Maria Paulo, a fan who has 
come with her father from Bra-
zil to support her national team, 
said: “Football is a sport that 
lives by its fans. There is no fun 
without the enthusiasm of the 
fans, expressed through chants 
at times, and beating of drums 
at others.

“This is what gives an aes-
thetic to the football scene, espe-
cially since those in the stadium 
do not listen to the voice of the 
commentator, so the role of fans 
in stadiums is an important. 
They clean encouragement and 
support they offer sustains the 
game and has nothing to do with 
politicising of sports,” she said.

Noah Anile, a Norwegian 
who came to encourage Brazil, 
is a very old fan of the Samba, 
he praised the way Qatar has or-
ganised the tournament. He said 
that when he arrived in Qatar 
a week ago, he carried misgiv-
ings about the way things would 
go as the host was a nontradi-
tional country, an Arab coun-
try. However what he found 
was completely different. “Not 
many countries in the world are 
capable of organising such huge 
events with such efficiency. It is 

hard to believe that this is the 
work of just 12 years,” he said.

Ibrahim Awad, another 
Samba team fan, stressed that 
the spectators at Brazil’s match-
es collectively make the venue 
come alive, give it a life and soul. 
Their enthusiasm helps fire-up 
the team to score goal after goal.

But fans should abide by cer-
tain norms, respect certain dead-
lines, he said. “Cheering should 
stay clear of politics or veer into 
territory areas that go against the 
norms of the host country”, he 
added reminding that FIFA ap-
plies curbs on words and actions 
which violate clean cheer lead-
ing guidelines. He pointed to 
the sanctions imposed on 
the audience of one of 
the national teams 
for noncompli-
ance with its 
conditions, 
especially in 
stadiums.

S a n i o 
Boleshki, a Slove-
nian photographer, supported 
Awad’s talk, pointing out that it 
is cheering that adds aesthetics 
to the game. He expressed clean 
cheer leading that has nothing to 

do with racist or profane words.
“It is the fans who enliven 

the game. It is they who push 
the players to perform amazing 
feats on the field. Their role is 
in a way like any member of the 
team on the ground. This is es-
pecially true for the Samba fans 
for whom a football is a passion, 
an obsession.

“So it is difficult to think of a 
match with- out specta-

tors. I came here to support the 
Brazilian national team, which I 
look forward to qualifying for the 
finals”.

Alaa Turki, an Egyptian jour-
nalist, pointed out that the stadi-
um crowd is the salt and sugar of 
the match as it is they who give 
the match life. Also, the way they 
support their team reflects their 
real culture and sophistication.

“There are a few who use 
unethical or politically loaded 
words or phrases, but by and 
large fans show respect for the 
host country. Individual actions 
contrary to the FIFA clean cheer 
leading conditions are punished 
by it,” Turki added, noting that 
he supports the yellow Samba.

Natalia Asheei said she 
supported cheer 

leading of all 
kinds, es-

p e -

cially 
A r a b 

a n d 
African 

c h e e r 
leading for the en-

thusiasm they spread in stadi-
ums, and added she is a fan of 

Brazilian Samba.
Regarding the role of the 

fans in the stadiums, Natalia said 
that the audience is the number 
12 player, and sometimes this 
player make the crucial differ-
ence. Sometimes when the play-
ers get frustrated, cheering with 
enthusiastic words, dancing or 
clapping positively affects their 
performance and might even 
change the result.

“Brazil is adoration and love, 
I will not hesitate to go anywhere 
to encourage them,” she said.

“We attended a number of 
matches for the Brazilian na-
tional team with my father, and 
the encouragement and support 
from the public pushed the team 
members to step up and score a 
victory to the delight of the fans 
who attended,” she stressed.

Cuban Abelardou Dannz and 
his daughter who support the 
Brazilian team, came to Qatar 
to enjoy the World Cup, which 
they described as exceptional. 
Teizo said: “The fans share with 
the national teams the making 
of the event, whether it is a win 
or a loss, and as fans of Brazil we 
consider ourselves better than 
everyone else. This is Brazil!”

The Brazil national team 
scored a deserved victory at the 
expense of its South Korean 
counterpart with a score of 4-1 
during a match that took place 
between them on Monday 
evening at the 974 Stadium in 
Doha, in the round of 16 of the 
current edition of the World 
Cup, which lasts until Decem-
ber 18.

Vinicius Junior, Neymar 
da Silva, Richarlison, and Lu-
cas Paquita scored in the 7th, 
13th, 29th, and 36th minutes 
respectively for Brazil, while 
South Korea’s only goal came 
from Seung Ho Baek in the 
76th minute.

With this result, the Brazil-
ian national team qualified for 
the quarterfinals of the 2022 
World Cup to face Croatia in a 
confrontation that will bring the 
two teams together in one of the 
strongest confrontations of this 
edition of the world champion-
ship. According to the global net-
work “Opta” specialised in world 
football statistics and figures, 
one goal separates Neymar from 
the Pele’s record.

Neymar is also the third 
Brazilian player to score goals 
in three different editions of the 
World Cup, along with Ronaldo 
and Pele.

This is the second time Brazil 
has scored 4 goals in the first pe-
riod of a World Cup match, after 
1954 against Mexico, according 
to the Opta statistics network.
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Football is a sport that lives by its fans. There is no fun without the enthusiasm of the 
fans, expressed sometimes through chants, and beating of drums at others

LOVE OF SAMBA  
ADDICTIVE: BRAZIL FANS



‘We are changing perceptions of Qatar and Arab world’
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATARI DJ Deus Deserto is proud to 
be sharing his music with fans from 
across the globe during the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

While fans enjoy exciting action on 
the pitch, the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy’s Cultural Activation 
Programme is wowing supporters at 
entertainment sites across the country.

Among the local talent impressing 
fans is up-and-coming star Deus Deser-
to, who uses a blend of old school beats 
and modern-day techno in his act. Deus 
Deserto kicked off the Aravia by MDL 
Beast festival on 21 November and will 
entertain music lovers at the Arcadia 
Electronic Music Festival on 15 Decem-
ber. Deus Deserto also performed at Al 
Bayt, Al Janoub and Al Thumama sta-
diums.

Deus Deserto – real name Khalid Al 
Ibrahim – speaks about his music and 
his aspirations beyond Qatar 2022.

What does your name ‘Deus De-
serto’ mean?

It means ‘God from the desert’, 
which is a personal ode to my own ori-
gins and my country, Qatar.
Tell us more about your music.

My creations are a mix of old school 
house grooves and melancholic, yet 
energetic beats. My work is inspired 
by household names like Eric Prydz, 
Cristoph, Adam Beyer, Tale of Us and 
Dubfire, so I infuse that into my tracks 
to create a positive and upbeat atmos-
phere.

I produce techno, which can be both 
dark and energetic. The music reflects 
who I am as a person and my energy – 
both as Khalid and when I step on stage 
as DJ Deus Deserto.

How and when did you start per-
forming?

I began to DJ in college, which 
was 2014. Since high school, it was my 

dream to own some decks and learn 
how to do it. So, before I started college, 
I worked for six months to save up and 
buy my own kit. I was ecstatic when I 
bought them and did a lot of experi-
menting. In fact, I only started doing 
this professionally about three years 
ago – that’s when I started producing 
music. Then, in 2021, I released my 
first track.

Music is my part-time job for now. 
I am proud to say that I’ve been suc-
cessful in releasing my music with 
international labels and have been 
fortunate to land gigs in Qatar and the 
United States. I plan to push further 
and see where my art can take me.

How has your World Cup experi-
ence been so far?

It’s been amazing, I am really im-
pressed with the organisation and 
entertainment. The football itself has 
also been incredible to watch this 
year. The crowds are super support-
ive when I’m performing. For me, the 
cultural performances have been the 
most fun to see. It helps that we are 
working with such energetic fans.

I was also lucky to be able to per-
form in front of a huge crowd at MDL 
Beast here in Qatar and showcase my 
music to a diverse audience. It was an 
amazing experience and the produc-
tion level was mind-blowing. Next, I’ll 
be taking my music to the spider stage 
at Arcadia.

What has been your favourite 
part of the tournament so far?

The international fans. Their 
vibes are so positive and fun. So far, 
of all the matches I’ve attended, Brazil 
against Serbia has been my favourite 
to watch.  

How do you feel about perform-
ing at the first FIFA World Cup 
in the region?

I feel honoured to have been 
picked to DJ at such a monumental 

event among so many talented artists. 
This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity and I feel lucky to be representing 
my country in the biggest footballing 
event. I’m also proud to be the first 
Qatari DJ to be pushing the techno 
sound on the international scene.

How do people react when they 
learn you’re a DJ?

Most of the time, people are 
shocked as they’ve never met a Qatari 
DJ or techno producer before. This is 
why the World Cup coming here is so 
important. We are changing percep-
tions about Qatar, the Arab world and 
its people.

What are you most looking for-
ward to during the tournament?

I actually haven’t had chance to 
check out the FIFA Fan Festival yet, so 
I would love to watch a match there. I 
can only imagine the excitement and 
energy with thousands of other people 
watching football.

How has it been interacting with 
fans from all over the world?

I’ve had a lot of positive feedback 
from fans, which has motivated me to 
work harder on developing my sound 
and produce more music. To see my 
music resonate with people from all 
walks of life during the World Cup has 
been a great feeling.

Which team are you supporting?
Of course, I support Qatar, but my 

second team is Brazil. They’re looking 
great this year!
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Win or loss, Japan 
fans set example

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

D
ESPITE the Japanese 
national team’s exit 
from the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 after 
losing on penalties 

to Croatia in the round of 
16 on Monday, the Samurai 
Blue team left the dressing 
room after the match in the 
most beautiful manner with 
a message of thanks to Qatar 
for the quality of hosting and 
the warm reception, which 
said, “Thank you for the 
wonderful environment”.  

The players had repeated 
similar act after their victory 
over Germany in the group 
stage, where they cleaned 
and arranged the changing 
room, and put some figures 
made of the Japanese art of 
folding paper, as an expres-
sion of thanks to the host 
country.

Not only was the Japa-
nese’s mannerisms evident 
off the field, but the coach, 
Hajime Moriyasu, bowed 
inside the field, apologizing 
and saluting the Japanese 
fans, who were also helped 
to clean the field before leav-
ing, as they usually do after 
every match. The Japanese 
fans collect garbage from 

the stands after the match-
es, always assuring that this 
comes from their usual cul-
ture and behavior, which 
made them an ideal example 
for the rest of the fans.

The International Fed-
eration of Football Asso-
ciations (FIFA) comment-

ed on the scenes, saying, 
“Their journey in the tour-
nament may have ended, 
but the Japanese Samurai 
National Team players, 
staff and fans certainly left 
their mark for the last time 
in the Qatar 2022 World 
Cup.”

Japanese fans’ 
mannerism 

leaves a 
lasting mark

Qatari DJ Deus Deserto is proud to share his music with  
fans from across the globe during the FIFA World Cup

Their journey 
in the 
tournament 

may have ended, but 
the Japanese Samurai 
National Team players, 
staff and fans certainly 
left their mark for the 
last time in the Qatar 
2022 World Cup.”
—FIFA 

KUWAITI PM ARRIVES  
TO ATTEND WORLD CUP MATCHES

Prime Minister of the State of Kuwait HH Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al Ahmad Al Sabah arrived in Doha on Tues-
day to attend part of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 matches. His Highness and the accompanying delega-
tion were received upon arrival at Doha International Airport by Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE 
Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani. A number of ministers were also present. (QNA)

HBKU’s ADC service enhances match
experience for fans at FIFA World Cup

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AN audio-descriptive commen-
tary (ADC) service in Arabic and 
English – offered as a partner-
ship between Hamad Bin Khal-
ifa University’s (HBKU) Trans-
lation and Interpreting Institute 
(TII) and the Centre for Access 
to Football in Europe (CAFE) 
– is enhancing the match expe-
rience of blind and visually im-
paired fans at the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. The legacy 
impact of the ADC service is 
supporting Qatar to achieve its 
vision for delivering an acces-
sible and inclusive tournament 
for all fans. 

In preparation for their 
roles, the ADC commentators 
completed an intensive Foot-
ball Commentary Training Pro-
gram delivered by TII, part of 

HBKU’s College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences (CHSS), in 
collaboration with CAFE. The 
training focused on the skills 
needed to describe the action on 
the pitch and significant visual 
information. After downloading 
the FIFA Interpreting app, fans 
can independently listen to the 
ADC commentary in English or, 
for the first time in Arabic his-
tory, in Arabic.

Murad Al-Souss, an audio-
descriptive commentator at 
World Cup matches, shared his 
experience: “The main chal-
lenges are conveying a complete 
and clear picture to the blind 
fans, to place them at the heart 
of the event and involve them 
by providing an accurate audio-
descriptive commentary of the 
game. One of the challenges is 
when the rhythm of the game 
gets very fast, and I have to pre-

sent the image in detail so that 
the receiver can fully enjoy the 
game.”

Al-Souss is exceptionally 
passionate about accessibility. 
A sign language interpreter and 
a professional physical educa-
tion (PE) teacher for the deaf, 
both his parents and members 
of his extended family are deaf, 
making sign language his first 
language.

“ADC is a wonderful service 
that has brought the blind audi-
ence very close to the stadium. 
The ADC service allows them 
to live the experience and the 
atmosphere more actively and 
enthusiastically in a way not im-
agined before.”

He is encouraged by the 
overwhelmingly positive re-
sponses from football fans. “I 
also saw a tweet that said: ‘the 
blind sees the world in Qatar’.”
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Stadium 974: A unique ‘goal’ in FIFA WC history
SANTHOSH CHANDRAN

DOHA

AS the Brazil team created 
waves of joy in the Stadium 
974 (Ras Abu Aboud stadium) 
last Monday, beating South 
Korea in a FIFA World Cup 
2022 match, Qatar also earned 
a goal in the history of sports 
for environment-friendly con-
struction of the stadium. The 
unique stadium, built with 974 
recycled shipping containers, 
met its target with the Brazil vs 
South Korea match.  

The construction of the 
waterfront stadium aimed to 
mitigate environmental dam-
age and ensure sustainability 
through making use of ship-
ping containers that can be 
reused. It will be dismantled 
soon after the World Cup 
2022 and all the parts will be 
repurposed. 

All the containers are 
made from recycled steel, and 
the number ‘974’ symbolizes 
Qatar’s international dialing 
code.

The 40,000-seat Stadium 
974 is the first stadium to be 
dismantled in the history of 
the World Cup. Most parts 
of the stadium, including 

the seats, will be donated to 
countries in need of sport in-
frastructure. 

A senior fabrication engi-

neer at Qatar Energay said, 
“The Stadium 974 is a re-
markable construction and 
represents a message to the 

world to adopt environment-
friendly construction. The 
stadium will always be re-
membered in the history of 

sports and engineering.”
The Stadium 974 hosted its 

first match on November 30, 
2021 on the opening day of the 

FIFA Arab Cup 2021, between 
the UAE and Syria. The sta-
dium had hosted six matches 
during the tournament. 

A goal with Al Rihla? Yeah, it’s scored by Pakistan!
ASHRAF SIDDIQUI 

DOHA

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
has become a showpiece sport-
ing event to remember for eve-
ryone who has already made it 
and will make it to Qatar, as well 
as the billions of football fans 
glued to their TVs and smart 
phones around the world. The 
mega event will leave an impor-
tant legacy for soccer-loving na-
tions around the globe. This is 
especially true in the case Paki-
stan, which has over five million 
of its citizens serving the Gulf 
states, including over 200,000 
in Qatar.

It’s a common joke among 
the Pakistani football fans that 
each goal scored by any team 
using ‘Al Rihla’ football is a goal 
by Pakistan. They are proud 
that the official ball of World 
Cup Qatar 2022 ‘Al Rihla’ is 

made by Pakistan-based For-
ward Sports Company for Adi-
das, the supplier of football for 
FIFA. (A Chinese company also 
makes ‘Al Rihla’ for Adidas.)

Before this, Pakistan had 

supplied hand-stitched soccer 
balls for most of the FIFA World 
Cups from the 1990s to 2010s. 

The Forward Sports Com-
pany is based in Sialkot, a Pa-
kistani city well known in the 

world of sports for its world-
class quality manufacturing of 
sports equipment, including 
handballs, beach balls, shin 
guards, goalkeeping gloves, 
medicine balls, cricket bats, 

hockey sticks, shining cricket 
and hockey balls, to other acces-
sories like kits, shoes and gloves.

The country is earning 
around $1 billion from the ex-
port of sports goods, including 
$350 m to $ 500 m from foot-
balls alone, being a major ex-
port besides textiles. 

Though Pakistan’s national 
football team ranks 194 out 
of the 211 teams in the FIFA 
world rankings and has never 
qualified for the World Cup, the 
country’s more than 220 million 
people are still part of the 2022 
FIFA World Cup Qatar as For-
ward Sports has provided FIFA 
with at least 300,000 units of 
the match ball for the event.  

As Hassan Masood, Man-
aging Director at Forward 
Sports mentioned in an ex-
clusive interview with Busi-
ness Recorder that the football 
for a World Cup is always a 

dream and a crown jewel for 
any supplier in the world. The 
company has been working 
with Adidas for almost around 
three decades. It has produced 
balls for many international 
events such as UEFA Champi-
ons League Final 2022, FIFA 
World Cup Russia 2018 (Tel-
star), FIFA World Cup Brazil 
2014 (Brazuca), UEFA Cham-
pions League 2009 and Lon-
don Olympics 2012. 

About 70 percent of all 
footballs that are in use across 
the world are manufactured 
in Pakistan by approximately 
60,000 employees. Forward 
Sports is producing 750,000 
balls per month for global 
brands, including Adidas. Has-
san Masood is the recipient of 
‘Sitara-e-Imtiaz’, the country’s 
prestigious medal in recogni-
tion of his outstanding services 
to the country in 2019.

Vodafone ties up with Qatari hiphop
artiste to offer unique fan experience

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

UNDER its ongoing ‘We Fan Togeth-
er’ campaign, Vodafone Qatar has 
teamed up with Qatari talent, Yousef 
Al Sulaiti -- more popularly known as 
‘Big Soof’ -- to contribute to fan expe-
riences in Qatar as the country hosts 
the world’s biggest sporting event.

As part of the collaboration, 
Vodafone has started releasing a se-
ries of rap songs by Al Sulaiti, one 
of the first rappers from Qatar in 
what is a genre still gathering pace 
in the region, and in which there are 
few homegrown artistes. Fans can 
access the beats through Vodafone 
Qatar’s TikTok, Spotify and Insta-
gram pages.

Al Sulaiti, who has also per-
formed at other high-profile sport-
ing events in Qatar, is creating ex-
clusive lyrics that are innovative in 
several ways. They provide artistic 
raps of the tournament matches, 
and aim to engage fans in a distinc-
tive celebratory mood as the event 
progresses over the next few weeks. 
Each track includes a combination 
of the Arabic and English languages, 
and will be aligned with the emo-
tional journeys of fans during all 
stages of the tournament. 

The first nine songs aim to fa-
miliarise fans with the various teams 

to build the excitement, hopes and 
dreams of both fans and players. 
These feelings will then escalate 
through four special songs that cover 
the end of the group of 16, quarter-fi-
nals, semi-finals and finals matches. 

Diego Camberos, Chief Operat-
ing Officer at Vodafone Qatar, said: 
“Through our ‘We Fan Together’ 
campaign, we are proud to join 
forces with not just renowned enti-
ties but also homegrown artists to 
showcase the many brilliant talents 
that make Qatar such a vibrant host 
nation. This partnership springs 
from our desire to create something 
unique for fans to enjoy during the 
tournament and that stays with 

them even beyond it. It also echoes 
our thorough belief that the inter-
play between technology and sports 
can help create unforgettable fan ex-
periences.”

“I’m honoured to collaborate with 
Vodafone on its latest campaign, and 
to be supporting the most exciting 
time for Qatar as a country,” said Al 
Sulaiti. “This campaign is something 
‘out of the box’ and is a bold move for 
any Qatari brand to make, and I see it 
as a way to inspire hope in future tal-
ents. The whole experience has been 
great fun and allowed me to really 
stretch the boundaries of my creativ-
ity, as I try to communicate the val-
ues and personalities of the teams in 
a way which engages the listener and 
includes a lot of different ideas. It’s 
also inspiring to be part of something 
which is ultimately uniting people 
through the power of music, sport 
and innovation.”

The ‘We Fan Together’ campaign 
will run until December 18, 2022. 
Throughout the tournament fans 
can participate in a host of activities, 
offers and experiences. To match 
their feelings and emotions during 
the event, Vodafone has also created 
‘Fan Mood Playlists’ on Spotify and 
Anghami. Other on ground Vodafone 
activations will also be happening 
during the tournament, for updates, 
visit: www.vodafone.qa/fans

Northwestern Provost series
sheds light on WC Qatar 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

SCHOLARS from Northwestern’s cam-
puses in Qatar and Evanston examined 
the intersection of football and society and 
its social and cultural effects on the Arab 
world at ‘More Than a Cup: Outside the 
Touchlines of the 2022 FIFA World Cup’, 
a special series hosted by the Office of the 
Provost at Northwestern University in the 
lead-up to the 2022 FIFA World Cup in 
Qatar.

The event series, which included a 
podcast episode on football beyond the 
pitch featuring Pamela Erskine-Loftus 
and Jack Thomas from the Media Majlis at 
Northwestern Qatar (NU-Q) and a screen-
ing of the award-winning documentary 
The Workers Cup, also featured panels 
discussions on football of gender, race, hu-
man rights and sports journalism, featur-
ing faculty from NU-Q.

The series began with a panel discus-
sion on gender, race and technology in the 
2022 FIFA World Cup in Qatar. NU-Q 
Professor Claudia Kozman, along with 
Harry Collins, distinguished research pro-
fessor, Hofstra University Professor Bren-
da Elsey, and Rayvon Fouché, director of 
the social and economic sciences division 
at the National Science Foundation, ex-
amined the imbalance in Western media’s 
coverage of the World Cup in Qatar and its 
impact on the perceptions of the Global 
South.

“Unfortunately, a lot of the reporting 

on the World Cup is happening behind 
computers and interviews through email, 
and a lot of people have not been here 
but keep writing about it,” said Kozman, 
assistant professor in residence at the 
Journalism and Strategic Communication 
Program. “Of course, nobody is arguing 
that some of the issues that have been are 
important ones, but there is an excessive 
focus on some problems [in Qatar] while 
ignoring the other ones, especially when 
the same issues happen in other countries 
in the West.”

To overcome Western-centric cover-
age of the World Cup in Qatar, Kozman 
made a case for Western media to consider 
the distinct cultural norms and laws of Qa-
tar while reporting on various societal is-
sues, including gender and women issues. 
“I see most of the problematic issues as a 
matter of framing; it’s how you present 
something,” said Kozman. 

The second panel, which was moder-
ated by NU-Q Professor Zachary Wright, 
focused on media and sports from the per-
spective of the Global South and included 
Kozman and NU-Q Professors Susan Dun 
and Craig LaMay as panelists, together 
with J A Adande, associate professor and 
director of sports journalism at North-
western University. 

In addition to panel discussions and 
research by faculty, Northwestern Qatar 
community members are engaged in sev-
eral World Cup-related academic projects 
and extracurricular initiatives, including 
internships at major media outlets.

Yousef Al Sulaiti
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CYCLE TO RECYCLE
UN-Habitat, Education Above All Foundation and partners  

cycle to promote SDGs at the World Cup Qatar 2022

‘Arab teams can be proud of their performance’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

RAISING awareness around the Sus-
tainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
UN-Habitat, in cooperation with Edu-
cation Above All (EAA) Foundation, 
Msheireb city and Doha Cyclists, cycled 
around downtown Msheireb on the side-
lines of the 22nd FIFA World Cup in Qa-
tar.

The initiative, “Cycle to Recycle”, 
aimed to create a movement to encour-
age alternative ways to promote more 
sustainable cities, including shedding 
light on different modes of mobility. 
Tuesday’s activation is part of the Edu-
cation Above All Foundation’s ongoing 
Scoring 4 the Goals campaign that calls 
for action in support of a the UN Sus-
tainable Goals and aims to encourage 
people around the world to do their part 
in bringing about a more peaceful and 
prosperous future for all.

Around thirty participants from dif-

ferent sectors of society, including HE 
Salah bin Ghanim Al Ali, Qatari Minister 
of Sports and Youth, HE Othman El Fer-
daos, Minister of Culture at Morocco, 
Maimunah Mohd Sharif, UN-Habitat 
Executive Director, CEO of EAA Foun-
dation Fahad Al Sulaiti, and Rwandan 
Cyclist, Moise Mugisha, 

“You might wonder why we men-
tion sustainable development during 
this event. Football is a mass sport with 
millions of fans and followers,” Sharif 
said. “If people learn about Sustainable 
Development Goals here, they will know 
more and will help us achieve more. 
This means we have higher chances of 
achieving our Global Goals by 2030.” 

The day’s event focused on SDG 7 
(affordable and clean energy), SDG 8 
(decent work and economic growth), 
SDG 9 (industry, innovation and infra-
structure), SDG 11 (inclusive, safe, resil-
ient and sustainable cities) and SDG 12 
(responsible consumption and produc-
tion patterns). The participants rode 

through the streets of Msheireb to ex-
plore the features that make the district 
the world’s first smart and sustainable 
downtown regeneration project.

“EAA is committed to using educa-
tion to help transform lives and bring 
about a better world for everyone, and 
perhaps nothing is more important than 
sharing knowledge about ways in which 
on what we can all do in order to bring 
about a cleaner, healthier future. Learn-
ing to take simple every day actions, like 
cycling, recycling, and conserving en-
ergy, will go a long way in Scoring 4 the 
Sustainable Goals,” said EAA’s Fahad Al 
Sulaiti.

“Scoring 4 the Goals” highlights the 
value of football in enhancing sustain-
able development, peace, tolerance, 
inclusion and climate action. The cam-
paign was launched three months ago at 
the UN General Assembly in New York, 
and is ongoing throughout the World 
Cup 2022 tournament, with daily activa-
tions and engaging discussions.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

W
ITH the exciting knockout 
rounds under way, football 
legends from the Arab world 
have praised the success of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 

2022 so far.
Former Oman goalkeeper Ali Al 

Habsi and former Egypt centre-back 
Wael Gomaa see the tournament – 
which will culminate with the final at 
Lusail Stadium on December 18 – as 
an historic milestone for the Middle 
East and Arab world.

“Seeing fans from across the globe 
here in Qatar will go a long way to-
wards breaking down barriers be-
tween the region and the rest of the 
world,” said Gomaa, who led Egypt to 
three African Cup of Nations titles.

“Qatar 2022 has proved to the 
world that we are capable of organis-
ing world-class events while showcas-
ing our culture and traditions,” added 
Gomaa, who is a Qatar Legacy Ambas-
sador.

Qatar 2022 is the first mega-event 

to be held in the region. Matches are 
being played at eight state-of-the-art 
stadiums, with the longest distance 
between venues just 75km. Thanks 
to the compact nature of the tourna-
ment, fans have been attending more 

than one match a day and players have 
had the luxury of staying in one ac-
commodation for the duration of the 
competition.

“For the first time in a modern 
World Cup, fans have been attend-

ing two, three or even four matches a 
day. This has created an unbelievable 
atmosphere all across the country – a 
melting pot of cultures and football 
traditions,” said Al Habsi, who en-
joyed a stellar career in Europe with 
the likes of Bolton Wanderers, Wigan 
Athletic and Reading.

“It’s been fantastic for the players, 
who have stayed in one accommoda-
tion and enjoyed plenty of rest be-
tween matches. We have seen the ef-
fect this has had on the football, with 
the tournament delivering so many 
exciting matches and quite a few up-
sets,” added Al Habsi, who is also a 
Qatar Legacy Ambassador.

For Gomaa, the tournament’s tim-
ing has also contributed to fans enjoy-
ing a high level of football.

“Having the World Cup in the 
middle of the domestic season for 
most players has meant them coming 
into the event at peak fitness levels. It 
has helped us to see some very com-
petitive fixtures, which has been a de-
light for fans and players alike,” said 
Gomaa.

Al Habsi also praised the impact 

of Arab nations at the competition. 
Hosts Qatar made their debut in the 
tournament, while Saudi Arabia pro-
duced a major upset by defeating Li-
onel Messi’s Argentina in their open-
ing group game. 

Tunisia beat defending champi-
ons France while Morocco topped a 
difficult group to make it through to 
the last 16 and today’s encounter with 
Spain.

“The performances we have seen 
from Arab teams have been remark-
able and testament to the strength of 
the sport in the region. We are all hop-
ing Morocco can continue to fly the 
flag for the Arab world in the knock-
out rounds,” said Al Habsi, who was 
the first Arab player to win the English 
FA Cup.

He added, “Even though Qatar 
exited at the group stage, this experi-
ence will undoubtedly be a turning 
point for the growth of the national 
team. The future is bright for Qatar 
and all the teams in the region, who 
will be motivated by this remarkable 
World Cup to qualify for future tour-
naments.”

Football legends Wael Gomaa and Ali Al Habsi discuss the outstanding success of the first FIFA World Cup in the region

Former Oman goalkeeper Ali Al Habsi and former Egypt centre-back Wael Gomaa see 
the tournament – which will culminate with the final at Lusail Stadium on December 
18 – as an historic milestone for the Middle East and Arab world.

Qatar holds football matches at UN headquarters to celebrate World Cup

QNA
 DOHA 

THE Permanent Representa-
tive of Qatar to the United 
Nations in cooperation with 
the permanent delegate of the 

Principality of Monaco, held 
friendly football matches in 
the North Lawn of the United 
Nations Headquarters in New 
York, in celebration of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

The joint organization of 

this event between the delega-
tions of the State of Qatar and 
the Principality of Monaco, 

which is being held for the 
first time in the history of the 
United Nations, comes due to 

their co-chairing of the Group 
of Friends of Sport concerned 
with sport and sustainable de-
velopment.

The event was attended by 
a large number of permanent 
representatives of Member 
States, heads of accredited dip-
lomatic missions, and United 
Nations staff.

Permanent Representative 
of Qatar to the United Nations 
HE Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin 
Saif Al Thani inaugurated the 

matches in which four teams 
participated, representing the 
European and African groups, 
the Asia and the Pacific group 
and the Americas and the Car-
ibbean group.

The Asia-Pacific Group 
team won the championship 
and was honoured with the tro-
phy presented by HE Sheikha 
Alya Ahmed bin Saif Al Thani, 
while the other three teams re-
ceived souvenirs related to the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

QF’s D’reesha Performing 
Arts Festival to highlight 
Arab culture during WC

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 
DOHA 

ALL set to celebrate Qatar’s 
rich culture, heritage, and tradi-
tions, the second edition of Qa-
tar Foundation’s D’reesha Per-
forming Arts Festival will open 
to the public during the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 from 
December 11-17.

Tickets have gone on sale 
for the festival, with daily passes 
to the event and all its shows 
priced at QR35 for children 
aged 3-11 years old and QR50 
for those aged 12 and above, 
while children under three can 
enter for free. Tickets can be 
purchased at Virgin Megastore 
– online or in store.

This year, the festival is 
being held under the theme 
“Travel and Adventure”, and in-
spired by the explorer Ibn Bat-
tuta. It will showcase a variety 
of performances in Arabic and 
English, from storytelling, mu-
sic, and poetry to visual arts and 
theater.

HE Mariam Al-Misnad, 
Minister of Social Development 
and Family, said: “Through this 
strategic partnership, the Min-
istry of Social Development and 
Family seeks to enhance the 
conception of Qatari citizens as 
being productive, and to change 
the culture of consumption to 
one of innovation and creativ-
ity.

“At the Ministry of Social 
Development and Family, we 
are always keen to support pro-
ductive families, and to increase 
their presence and productivity 
within the community.

Their participation in the 
D’reesha Performing Arts Fes-
tival will provide them with an 
opportunity to showcase their 
efforts and to increase their in-
tegration in national events in 
Qatar, especially as D’reesha is 
a cultural event that will gather 
together different elements of 
society in line with the hosting 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022,” she added.

Main performances during 
the festival include Ibn Battuta, 
which features regional artists, 
QF students, and members of 
the community; RUMI: The 
Musical; and Ajyal Tunes. The 
festival will also have cultural 
performances from Qatar and 
other nations such as Morocco, 
Senegal, Turkey, and Greece.

STEM shows and work-
shops will also take place 
during the festival as part of 
D’reesha of Invention, which 
is being sponsored by Conoco-
Phillips Qatar, showcasing sci-
entists, scholars, and research-
ers from the Arab world.

Local heritage will also 
play a large part in the festival, 
with Al Khater House hosting 
the Poetry Majlis, traditional 
games, and film screenings, 
along with merchandising and 
the return of Torba Farmers 
Market.

A series of artists will pre-
sent poems about Palestine 
during the festival, including 
Rawdah AlHajj and Anas Al 
Dogheim, while Dalal Abu Am-
neh will showcase the history of 
the Arab and Islamic world by 
combining music with art and 
science.

Four teams participated in the friendly matches, 
representing the European and African groups, 
the Asia and the Pacific group, and the Americas 
and the Caribbean group  
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CMU-Q’s collaboration brings 
football analytics to Qatar

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

A collaboration between 
Carnegie Mellon University 
in Qatar (CMU-Q) and Stats 
Perform is providing new op-
portunities for the Education 
City community to explore 
the field of sports analytics. 

CMU-Q is a Qatar Foun-
dation partner university.

Agustín Indaco is an as-
sistant teaching professor 
of economics at CMU-Q and 
a researcher in the field of 
sports analytics. 

He said, “Data has be-
come central to many differ-
ent fields, including sports. 
So many questions and de-
cisions about coaching and 
gameplay are now based on 
data, and students who enjoy 
both sports and analytics can 
build a career in this area.”

For years, CMU-Q has 

used sports datasets in data 
science coursework. 

“I find students are so 
much more engaged with 
analytics when they are us-
ing data they are passionate 
about,” said Indaco.

This led Indaco and 
Fuad Farooqi, area head of 
business administration at 
CMU-Q, to look for more op-
portunities in the field. They 
worked with Patrick Lucey, 
the chief scientist at Stats 
Perform and a former post-

doctoral researcher at Carn-
egie Mellon’s Robotics Insti-
tute in Pittsburgh, to create a 
six-week course to introduce 
Education City students and 
alumni to the field. 

The non-credit course ran 
in spring 2022, with students 
and alumni from several part-
ner universities participating.

Raggi Al Hammouri is 
a graduate of CMU-Q with 
a degree in computer sci-
ence. Now working at Qatar 
Computing Research Insti-

tute (QCRI), he was excited 
to take the course and learn 
more.

“Football is a passion of 
mine, and the course was an 
amazing opportunity to bring 
my love of football and com-
puter science together.”

Hammouri was inspired 
by the course to delve deeper 
into the field. In fall 2022, 
he joined Indaco’s research 
team that is analysing differ-
ent football datasets to find 
patterns and gain insights.

“I told Professor Agustín, 
I love this area so much, I 
could work 10 or 12 hours at 
a time and it doesn’t feel like 
work,” said Hammouri. With 
the enthusiasm surrounding 
World Cup 2022, Indaco sees 
the interest in sports analyt-
ics growing within Qatar. 

“We will run the course 
again this spring, and we 
hope to see students from 
many different areas par-
ticipating. Data touches eve-
rything in sports, so people 
in journalism, health care, 
policy and engineering can 
deepen their understanding 
by learning about analytics,” 
he said.

TRIBUNE NETWORK
DOHA 

THE Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) and the US Center for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) have recently signed 
an agreement to implement the 
CDC Field Epidemiology Train-
ing Programme (FETP) in Qatar.  

The agreement aims to 
strengthen Qatar’s healthcare 
system, as well as to ensure 

bolstering growth and excel-
lence in all basic public health 
areas, capacity building and 
exchange of expertise in vari-
ous fields of public health.  As 
part of the agreement imple-
mentation, a CDC delegation of 
experts visited Qatar recently 
to assess training needs and 
develop joint action plans. Dur-
ing the consultative visit, the 
technical and training needs of 
the health sector in Qatar were 

assessed to provide a deeper 
understanding of the country’s 
public health system, including 
disease surveillance mecha-
nisms, targeted training sector, 
supervisory and teaching capa-
bilities.

During the visit, several 
important activities were or-
ganized, including meetings 
of the visiting delegation with 
representatives of MoPH de-
partments and sections and rep-

resentatives of the entire health-
care sector in Qatar, in addition 
to field visits to relevant govern-
ment, healthcare and academic 
institutions.

The FETP is being imple-
mented worldwide and aims 
to build the core capacity of 
the public health workforce, 
strengthen programmes for 
disease surveillance, outbreak 
response and prevention and 
public health protection.   

QF’s D’reesha Performing Arts Festival to inspire learning, discovery and exploration
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

AL Jazi Al Hanzab, Community 
Programme manager at Qatar 
Foundation, sits for a question 
and answer session to talk about 
the second edition of D’reesha 
Performing Arts Festival, which 
will take place during the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 from De-
cember 11 to 17. 

What is the significance of 
Qatar Foundation hosting the 
second edition of the D’reesha 
Performing Arts Festival dur-
ing the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022™?

This FIFA World Cup is the 
first time that the global tour-
nament is taking place in the 
Middle East. This is a momen-
tous occasion. So, by hosting the 
D’reesha Performing Arts Fes-
tival during the World Cup, we 
will be able to take our rich cul-
ture and heritage to new, global 
audiences. 

Our jam-packed sched-
ule features a diverse range of 
fun and educational activities, 
events and performances cover-
ing key themes such as science, 
research, education and com-
munity. Open to all, the event 

has been designed to cater to 
people of all ages, interests, and 
nationalities. 

This year, the theme is ‘Travel 
and Adventure’. Why did you 
choose this and what is the 
connection to the World Cup? 

Ultimately, the concept of 
‘Travel and Adventure’ reflects 
Education City as a whole – a 
hub of knowledge that inspires 
learning, discovery and explora-
tion.

Travel helps people become 
more tolerant and open to-
wards new cultures, as well as 
promotes communication and 
an acceptance of others. This 
is especially important during 

the tournament as Qatar is wel-
coming people from all over the 
world. 

How will the festival raise 
awareness of the country’s 
culture, heritage and tradi-
tions?

This is an important aspect 
of D’reesha Performing Arts 
Festival. It aims to promote, pre-
serve, and celebrate the identity 
and spirit of the Arab world and 
it does so by combining tradi-
tion and modernity for a unique, 
educational experience.

The festival will shed light 
on Qatar today, and Qatar in 
the past, including traditional 
lifestyles, clothes, and food. It is 

also focused on where the arts fit 
in Qatari society. 

What are some of the new 
features of this year’s event?

A key component of this 
year’s festival is D’reesha of 
Invention, which – centred 
around the concept of STEAM 
– will feature activities, talks 
and workshops that highlight 
renowned scientists, scholars 
and researchers from the Arab 
world, enabling visitors to learn 
about the region’s contribution 
to innovation and invention.

Why are the arts an impor-
tant aspect of QF’s mission? 
And what role does it play in 

its Pre-University Education 
(PUE) schools? 

QF believes that learning 
does not just take place within 
the walls of the classroom and 
that innovative and diverse 
forms of education empower 
children and young people to 
embrace knowledge – taking 
what they have learned and ap-
plying it to their lives, now and 
in the future.  

D’reesha Performing Arts 
Festival reflects this belief as 
it provides an opportunity for 
young people from across the 
country to explore their curios-
ity, creativity, and individuality 
– helping to fuel a lifelong pur-
suit of learning. 

As an individual in society, 
and as a mother, I believe that 
performing arts is a tool to help 
find oneself, to increase self-
confidence and learn new skills. 
It can also alleviate anxiety, de-
pression, and stress, and can 
play a role in improving mental 
health.

How many performances will 
there be this year? And where 
are the acts from? 

This year, the festival will 
feature more than 60 perfor-
mances, some of which will have 
more than 10 members partici-
pating. We received more than 
250 applications from Qatar 
and other countries within the 
region, as well as nations fur-
ther afield, like Senegal and the 
Philippines. We want this event 
to become a platform for artists 
and talents locally, regionally 
and globally. 

Do you have anyone from QF 
schools or its partner univer-
sities participating?

Four of our PUE schools 
are taking part in the festival. 
Additionally, there are several 
teachers from our schools and 
students from partner universi-
ties participating.  

QCS joins hands with
global organisations 
on scientific research

MoPH signs agreement with US CDC to implement 
field epidemiology training programme in Qatar

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AS part of its of endeavour to 
support cancer awareness ef-
forts and care for those living 
with cancer, Qatar Cancer So-
ciety (QCS) has participated 
in the preparation and publi-
cation of several research pro-
jects that have been classified 
among the primary references 
in the cancer community, in co-
operation with many interna-
tional organisations, especially 
Union for International Cancer 
Control, of which it is an active 
member

The QCS published a re-
search project on antimicrobial 
resistance ‘Control supplement 
the challenge for the cancer 
community’ to sustain focus 
on antimicrobial resistance 
and mobilise action to address 
it. Qatar Cancer Society col-
laborated with the Union For 
International Cancer Control 
on a policy research project on 
antimicrobial resistance con-
trol emphasising the impact 
of antimicrobial resistance on 
cancer care outcomes. 

The research was launched 
at the World Cancer Congress 
2022. Written by over 50 ex-
perts committed to research-
ing the scale of Antimicrobial 
resistance and finding work-
able solutions, the supplement 
is an excellent reference for 
the cancer community and a 
key resource for advocacy ef-
forts.

QCS also participated in 
Cancer Control Eastern Medi-
terranean Region Special Re-
port. In collaboration with 
Eastern Mediterranean Non-
Communicable Diseases Alli-
ance, the Qatar Cancer Society 
participated in a study that the 
World Health Organization Re-
gional Director, Eastern Medi-
terranean Region, acknowl-
edged. 

Part of the study focused on 
the role of regional civil society 
organisations in cancer control 
in the Eastern Mediterranean 
Region and their contributions 
to cancer control programmes 
throughout the cancer control 
continuum from prevention to 
rehabilitation.

On the challenges ‘Fight-
ing Cancer around the World: 
A Framework for Action’, QCS 
participated in collaboration 
with European Alliance for 
Personalised Medicine and 35 
other institutions in a study 
that offered a view on these ge-
ographically wider, but essen-
tially similar, challenges and 
the prospects for and barriers 
to better results in this cease-
less battle.

The study found significant 
diversity in key issues such as 
next-generation sequencing, 
real-world evidence, molecu-
lar diagnostics and reimburse-
ment in different regions. 

The QCS also participated 
in collaboration with ‘All. Can 
International’, in a policy study 
that offers a broadly applicable 
framework to support collabo-
rative policy action to improve 
efficiency in cancer care in 
people-centred and equitable 
ways, the European Union - 
Europe Beat Cancer Plan ac-
knowledged the study. 

Dr Hadi Mohamad Abu 
Rasheed, scientific advisor and 
head of the Cancer Awareness 
and Professional Development 
Department, said: “Qatar Can-
cer Society is keen to keep pace 
with international experiences 
and participate in all research 
projects to combat the disease 
and care for those living with 
it, as well as to develop its pro-
grammes and plans through 
participation in all local and 
international events, especially 
as a member of the Union for 
International Cancer Control, 
which is one of the largest glob-
al institutions.”

Raggi Al-Hammouri and Agustín Indaco

Dr. Hadi photo

The partnership  
promotes learning 
and research in 
sports analytics



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
SINGAPORE

MINISTER of Labour HE Dr 
Ali bin Smaikh Al Marri has 
stressed that social justice is a 
basic principle of peaceful coex-
istence among people, which is 
what Qatar believes in, based on 
the saying of the Amir His High-
ness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani: “We believe that social 
justice is the real safety valve for 
societies, which requires fair tax 
policies because most societies 
cannot do without the services of 
the state”.

The minister added that 
achieving social justice requires 
the availability of many factors, 
including equality, non-discrim-
ination, equal opportunities and 
restoring priority to decent work 
in national, international and 
multilateral sustainable develop-
ment strategies, through close co-
operation between stakeholders, 
especially the tripartite bodies 
that make up the International 
Labour Organization.

Dr Marri was speaking at a 
high-level session held as part 
of the 17th regional meeting of 
Asia-Pacific countries organied 
by the International Labour Or-
ganization (ILO) in Singapore on 
Tuesday.

The plenary session of the 
17th meeting of the Asia-Pacific 
countries discussed the Director-
General’s report, which was enti-
tled ‘Renewed Social Justice for a 

Human-Centered Recovery’.
He stressed that Qatar has 

taken an effective approach to 
address the COVID-19 pandemic 
and its health and economic ef-
fects by taking many measures 
to ensure social protection for all 
members of society, noting that 
this policy mitigated the reper-
cussions of crises and challenges 
facing the global economy.

He noted that Qatar is mov-
ing forward in developing eco-
nomic legislation that reflects a 
forward-looking vision for the 
future through the implementa-
tion of the Qatar National Vision 
2030 and its related strategies, 
the application of international 
labour standards and the reali-
sation of fundamental principles 
and rights.

Regarding decent work for 
expatriate labourers, Dr Marri 
said the Ministry of Labour 

adopted a series of pioneering 
legislative and institutional re-
forms, which led to the improve-
ment of working conditions and 
ensuring a decent living for all 
labourers, adding that these re-
forms included many aspects, the 
most important of which is the 
abolition of the sponsorship sys-
tem, facilitating the job transition 
process, providing fair employ-
ment through Qatar visa centres 
and setting a minimum wage.

The minister said the Minis-
try of Labour worked to establish 
a digital platform for complaints, 
as the majority of complaints 
were a result of the delay in the 
payment of wages and end-of-
service benefits.

He stressed that there are 
new legislation enacted to in-
crease the protection of workers 
from heat stress, raise awareness 
of occupational safety and health, 

update the inspection policy by 
training labour inspectors, as 
well as raise awareness among 
domestic labourers, amplify the 
voice of labourers and encourage 
social dialogue, implement digi-
tal government initiatives, com-
bat trafficking and forced labour, 
as well as the creation of a safe 
and balanced work environment 
in accordance with the standards 
of the International Labor Or-
ganization.

He revealed that Qatar will 
host next March, the 5th Unit-
ed Nations Conference for the 
Least Developed Countries to 
meet the needs and priorities of 
these countries and contribute 
to supporting their path towards 
achieving development in line 
with the 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development.

Representatives of the three 
production parties of the Inter-
national Labor Organization 
participated in the meeting, rep-
resented by governments, work-
ers and employers from Asia, the 
Pacific and the Arab countries, in 
addition to representatives of in-
ternational organisations and the 
civil society. 

The four-day conference will 
discuss the commitment of the 
production parties regarding 
joint work priorities that will con-
tribute to shaping the parameters 
of the activities of The Interna-
tional Labor Organization in the 
Asia-Pacific region and the Arab 
region in the upcoming years.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity (QC) has 
launched a new food aid con-
voy for 20,000 affected and 
displaced people in Lagawa, a 
district of South Kordofan state, 
Sudan, and surrounding areas. 

The launch of the food con-
voy was attended by Ali bin 
Jaber, chargé d’Affaires at the 
Embassy of Qatar in Sudan, and 
Dr Najm al-Din Musa, commis-
sioner for Humanitarian Aid in 
Sudan. 

The convoy, which came 
within the framework of the 
Urgent Response Project for 
Affected Families in Sudan, in 
cooperation with Islamic Re-
lief Worldwide, contained 157 
tonnes of food items (3,400 food 
packages) for the affected.

“Qatar Charity is doing great 
and honourable work in Su-
dan,” said Dr Najm al-Din Musa, 
thanking Qatar Charity for its 
continuous assistance to address 
the critical humanitarian situa-

tions in conflict-affected areas in 
Blue Nile and West Kordofan. 

He also applauded the hu-
manitarian role of Qatar, indi-
cating that its great preoccupa-
tion with organising the World 
Cup these days did not distract 
it from its humanitarian duty to 
help people in Sudan. 

He also praised the efforts of 
Qatar Charity and Islamic Relief 
Worldwide in addressing hu-
manitarian crises in the country.

Salah Muhammad Al Has-
san, representative of Islamic Re-
lief Worldwide, said that this as-
sistance for the affected comes as 
a continuation of a decade-long 
relationship between Islamic Re-
lief and Qatar Charity. 

He explained that the pro-
ject aims to reduce the burden 
on those affected by the conflicts 
in West Kordofan. He expressed 
hope that cooperation between 
Qatar Charity and Islamic Relief 
Worldwide will continue to pro-
vide aid to all those in need in 
Kordofan and other regions of 
Sudan.

Qatar believes in social justice as 
fundamental principle of peaceful 
coexistence among people: Marri

Qatar Charity sends food 
convoy to conflict-hit and 
displaced people in Sudan

QU, Ministry of Sports and Youth 
sign pact to promote cooperation

BMW 735i Saloon, 760i xDrive Saloon 
and 740i Saloon 2022 models recalled

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR University (QU) on 
Tuesday signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) 
with the Ministry of Sports and 
Youth to enhance joint coopera-
tion and benefit from the joint 
capabilities of each other in de-
veloping, organising, managing 
and implementing training pro-
grammes and courses to qualify 
cadres working in sports profes-
sions. 

The MoU signing was at-
tended by QU’s College of Edu-
cation Dean Dr Hessa H. Al Tha-
ni, Minister of Sports and Youth 
HE Salah bin Ghanim Al Ali, QU 
President Dr Hassan Al Derham 
and Vice-President for Student 
Affairs Dr Eiman Mustafawi, as 
well as a number of professors in 
the College of Education.

The agreement was signed 
by QU’s Vice-President for Aca-
demic Affairs Dr Omar Al Ansari 

and Director of the Ministry of 
Sports and Youth’s Sports Af-
fairs Issa Al Harami. 

The MoU paves the way for 
both parties to work together 
to develop certifications for the 
accreditation of fitness trainers 
and cadres working in sports 
professions, including the fulfil-
ment of their basic professional 
competence based on a specific 
international standard. 

The signing of the pact 
comes as part of the belief in the 
vital and effective role of QU’s 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Sports and Youth, represented 
in this agreement by the Qatar 
Sports for All Federation, as QU 
is keen to continue playing a role 
in enabling the various sectors 
of the state to benefit from its 
resources and expertise to im-
plement its strategy and achieve 
its goals.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry (MoCI), in cooperation 
with Al Fardan Automobiles, 
Qatar’s BMW dealership, has 
announced the recall of BMW 
735i Saloon, 760i xDrive Saloon 
and 740i Saloon, 2022 model, 
due to a possible defect in the 

fuel tank top valve.
The ministry said the re-

call campaign comes within the 
framework of its ongoing efforts 
to protect consumers and ensure 
that car dealers follow up on ve-
hicle defects and repairs.

The ministry said that it will 
coordinate with the dealer to fol-
low up on the maintenance and 
repair works and will commu-

nicate with customers to ensure 
that the necessary repairs are 
carried out. 

The ministry urged all cus-
tomers to report any violations 
to its Consumer Protection 
and Anti-Commercial Fraud 
Department, which processes 
complaints, inquiries and sug-
gestions through Call Center: 
16001.
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Officials of Qatar University and the Ministry of Sports and Youth during the MoU-signing ceremony in Doha 
on Tuesday.

QU’s VP for Academic Affairs Dr 
Omar Al Ansari and Director of 
the Ministry of Sports and Youth’s 
Sports Affairs Issa Al Harami
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‘FIFA WC 2022 will open great opportunities, 
Qatar to emerge as sporting hub of the region’

P
akistan’s ambassa-
dor-designate HE Dr 
Muhemmed aejaz has 
praised the great efforts 
made by Qatar to organ-

ise “a wonderful FiFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022”.

the envoy praised the impec-
cable preparations undertaken by 
Qatar in hosting this mega event for 
the first time in the Middle East and 
arab world. “the wise leadership 
of the amir His Highness sheikh 
tamim bin Hamad al thani has en-
sured the success of the most popu-
lar sporting event in the world,” he 
said.

“Unprecedented preparations 
and participation of a large number 
of football fans has proved to the 
world that Qatar is capable of host-
ing an impressive and outstand-
ing edition of the FiFa World Cup. 
Qatar would mark its name as the 
first arab country to host this grand 
event. While providing modern and 
state-of-the-art facilities, Qatar has 
managed to maintain its islamic 
traditions much to the excitement 
of the football fans. Undoubtedly, 
FiFa World Cup 2022 is an excit-
ing opportunity for Qatar and its 
residents as its socio-cultural, eco-
nomic and international benefits 
are far greater than one can think 
of. the event will open up vistas of 
opportunities in future and Qatar 
will emerge a sporting hub in the re-
gion,” said Dr aejaz, who has served 
as ambassador to Hungary before 
coming to Qatar.

“For many, the hosting of the 
World Cup in the Middle East was a 
mere dream but it has now become 
a reality with Qatar’s hard work and 
dedication and will leave an impor-
tant legacy not only for Qatar but for 
all the Muslim countries. Qatar has 
completely changed its outlook to 
welcome football fans and the coun-
try is fully geared to display football 

passion and arab hospitality. the 
country has made extensive arrange-
ments with huge investments – be it 

airports, stadiums, roads, bridges, 
ports, infrastructure, healthcare fa-
cilities, logistics, metro stations and 

housing units,” remarked the envoy, 
who joined the Foreign service of 
Pakistan in 1992 and has held vari-
ous diplomatic assignments.

“it’s an honour and pride for us 
that an overwhelming number Paki-
stani volunteers have been given an 
opportunity to extend their services 
for the on-going FiFa World Cup. 
although Pakistan’s national foot-
ball team is not taking part in this 
year’s FiFa World Cup, Pakistan 
is still playing a central role in the 
biggest sporting event in the world 
and participating in multiple value-
added ways such as supply of Paki-
stan-made adidas al Rihla footballs 
and a presence of Pakistani security 
forces for the safety of the almost 
month-long event,” added the en-
voy.

there is a fascinating history 
of how the football manufactur-
ing industry took birth in the city 
of sialkot, Pakistan. the story is 
linked with the times of the British 
Raj when British army officers and 
soldiers loved to play football but 
had to place their orders with Brit-
ish manufacturers to supply them 
with footballs which would take 
months to be delivered. One day, 
a British officer asked a sialkot-
based horse saddle maker to repair 
his saddle. Exceptional work by the 
saddler clicked the officer’s mind to 
make footballs too. so, he placed 
an order for a dozen footballs. 
since then, Pakistan is 
manufacturing foot-
balls and thereby 
m e e t i n g 

the strict FiFa standards.
sialkot-based Forward sports 

company is one of two manufactur-
ers that have provided FiFa with 
match balls for this event. the other 
manufacturer is from China. 

sialkot is known for manufac-
turing sports, leather and surgical 
goods. Forward sports was estab-
lished in 1991 by well-known Paki-
stani entrepreneur khawaja Masood 
akhtar who started working with 
adidas in 1994. the company has 
produced balls for many interna-
tional events like the UEFa Champi-
ons League Final 2022, FiFa World 
Cup Russia 2018 (telstar), FiFa 
World Cup Brazil 2014 (Brazuca), 
UEFa Champions League 2009 and 
London Olympics 2012. 

the government of Pakistan 
honoured akhtar with the sitara-e-
imtiaz award in 2019. 

Pakistan-made footballs flying in 
every corner of the arena and broad-
casted throughout the world across 
millions of fans gives a feeling as if 
every single Pakistani is participat-
ing in this mega event. the official 
al-Rihla match ball incorporates 
the culture of Qatar boats, the flag, 
and the architecture of Qatar. Paki-
stan-made adidas footballs are part 
of Qatar’s historical legacy during 
the World Cup.

Pakistan ambassador-desig-
nate praises Qatar’s efforts 
in organising a wonderful 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

Bazm-e-Urdu Qatar holds book launch,  
poetry symposium at TNG School

THE Bazm-e-Urdu Qatar organised 
a book launch ceremony of the 
second collection of poems titled 
‘ambassadors of Love’ penned 

by shiraz ahmad Bakali, on the tnG 
school secondary campus in al Wak-
rah.

the book launch ceremony was 
followed by a poetry symposium 
(mushaira).

Deputy Head of Mission at the 
Pakistan Embassy syed Mustafa Rab-

bani presided over the function while 
tnG school Chairman Mohammed 
khalid Bakali and well-known local 
poet iftikhar Raghib were the chief 
guests. shiraz ahmad Bakali, the 
author of the book, was the guest of 
honour.

the programme commenced with 
the recitation of Holy Quran by Hafiz 
shayan ahmed Bakali. the prose ses-
sion was conducted by founder of tnG 
school Riyaz ahmed Bakali while 

the poetry session was compered by 
Bazm-e-Urdu Qatar President Mo-
hammed Rafique shad akolvi.

Bazm-e-Urdu Qatar Chairman Dr 
Faisal Hanif delivered the opening 
speech. Mohammed Rafiq shad akol-
vi, Dr Faisal Hanif, iftekhar Raghib, 
Fayaz Bukhari kamal, isfandiar an-
sari, ayesha Mujahid, and anwar ali 
Rana presented their papers on the 
book.

those who rendered their select 

poetry included iftekhar Raghib, 
shiraz ahmad Bakali, Mohammed 
Rafiq shad akolvi, Muzaffar nayab, 
Wazir ahmed Wazir, inam azmi, 
Fayaz Bukhari kamal, anwar ali 
Rana, samreen nadeem, shahzeb 
shahab, Mubasir iman and shabbar 
ali.

Mohammed khalid Bakali high-
lighted the poetic works of shiraz ah-
mad Bakali and expressed his grati-
tude to Bazm-e-Urdu Qatar and tnG 

school. 
syed Mustafa Rabbani empha-

sised the need to learn Urdu language 
and its importance in the context of 
culture. He appreciated the role of 
literary gatherings as these which, he 
noted, are vital to promoting Urdu 
language and literature.

kainat Bakali acted as a pro-
gramme coordinator, while vice presi-
dent of Bazm-e-Urdu Qatar Waseem 
ahmed proposed the vote of thanks.

Pakistan ambassador-designate HE Dr Muhemmed Aejaz

Pakistan-made 
Adidas Al Rihla 
football.



Indonesia passes bill that 
punishes sex outside marriage

DPA 
JAKARTA

THE Indonesian parliament on 
Tuesday passed a new criminal 
code that criminalizes sex out-
side marriage.

Members of the House of 
Representatives approved the 
bill by acclamation in a plenary 
session, despite criticism that 
it will threaten civic freedoms 
in the world’s largest Muslim 
country. The law will take effect 
in 2025, three years after it is 
passed.

“This has been 59 years in 
waiting,” said Edward Omar 
Sharief, deputy law and human 
rights minister, adding that the 
old criminal code was a leftover 
from Dutch colonial rule. On 
Monday, hundreds of Indone-
sians rallied in several cities, de-
manding parliament scrap the 
bill. More protests are expected 
in the wake of its passage.

The bill stipulates that sex 
outside of marriage is punish-
able by one year in prison and 
couples who live together out of 
wedlock could face six months 
in prison.

But for police to be able to 

open a criminal investigation 
into such acts, a family member 
should file a complaint, a provi-
sion seen as a compromise to 
appease both conservatives and 
liberals.

Sex outside marriage, in-

cluding homosexuality, is cur-
rently not a crime, but it is seen 
as a taboo in conservative Indo-
nesia. Only in sharia-ruled Aceh 
province it is outlawed and of-
fenders could receive up to 100 
lashes of the cane.

The bill also calls for a maxi-
mum of three years in prison 
for anyone who “attacks the 
dignity” of the president or vice-
president. Those who insult the 
government could face up to 18 
months in jail or three years if 
the offense causes social un-
rest. Meanwhile, spreading fake 
news is punishable by up to six 
years in prison.

The bill also calls for a maxi-
mum of three years in pris-
on for anyone who “attacks 
the dignity” of the president 
or vice-president. 

Al Jazeera takes reporter’s shooting in West Bank to ICC
DPA 

TEL AVIV 

THE Al Jazeera media network said on 
Tuesday it was referring the killing in 
May of its television journalist Shireen 
Abu Akleh to the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) in The Hague.

Al Jazeera’s legal team had conduct-
ed “a full and detailed investigation into 
the case and unearthed new evidence 
based on several eyewitness accounts, 
the examination of multiple items of 
video footage, and forensic evidence per-
taining to the case,” the network said.

The new evidence “clearly show that 
Shireen and her colleagues were di-
rectly fired at by the Israeli Occupation 
Forces,” it said. Al Jazeera rejected the 
claim by the Israeli authorities that the 
shooting had been a mistake during an 
exchange of fire in Jenin in the northern 
West Bank.

Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid 
tweeted: “No one will conduct investiga-

tions into Israeli soldiers, and no one can 
instruct us about morality in waging war, 
certainly not Al Jazeera.” Israel does not 
recognize the ICC and has refused to co-
operate with it in the past.

The shooting on May 11 generated in-

ternational concern. Abu Akleh, 51, who 
held US citizenship as well as Palestin-
ian, was shot while wearing a vest and 
helmet clearly indicating that she was 
from the press. According to the Israeli 
army, there had been a firefight with 

dozens of Palestinian militants directly 
before the shooting, but the Palestinian 
state prosecutor’s office has accused the 
soldiers of deliberately firing on the jour-
nalist.

An Israeli military investigation 
reached the conclusion that the origin 
of the fatal shots could not be defini-
tively identified, but that they had “very 
likely” been fired in error by an Israeli 
soldier.

The United States launched an in-
vestigation into the killing in the middle 
of last month.

At the time, Israeli Defence Minis-
ter Benny Gantz called the US Justice 
Department probe “a mistake,” saying 
that the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) had 
conducted a full investigation.

“I have delivered a message to US 
representatives that we stand by the 
IDF’s soldiers, that we will not cooper-
ate with an external investigation, and 
will not enable intervention to internal 
investigations,” Gantz tweeted.

A Palestinian woman takes pictures at the scene where Al Jazeera reporter Shireen Abu Akleh 
was shot dead during an Israeli raid, in Jenin, in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, in May 2022. 
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Russia, China vying for influence in 
West Balkans: EU’s von der Leyen

DPA 
TIRANA 

RUSSIA and China are trying to 
exert influence in the Western 
Balkans against the backdrop 
of the war in Ukraine, European 
Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen said on Tuesday.

“Will autocracies and the 
law of the strongest prevail? Or 
will democracy and the rule of 
law prevail?” von der Leyen said 
in Tirana as she arrived at the 
first summit of EU and Western 
Balkan leaders to take place in 
the region.

“This wrangling is also no-
ticeable in the Western Balkans 
- Russia is trying to exert influ-
ence, China is trying to exert in-
fluence,” she said.

Albania, Serbia, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, North Macedo-
nia, Montenegro and Kosovo 
are part of the Western Balkans 
region. A decision to back a side 
faces each of them, von der Ley-
en said.

“(Are you) on the side of de-
mocracy - that is the European 
Union, your friend and partner 
- or do you want to take a dif-
ferent path?” she said, stressing 
that the EU is the region’s big-
gest investor.

Five out of six Western Bal-

kans countries back the EU’s 
sanctions on Russia over its war 
on Ukraine, Serbia is yet to en-
dorse the punitive measures.

Serbian President Alek-
sandar Vucic refuted claims 
that his country was too close to 
Russia arriving at the meeting.

“Serbia is an independent 
country. We are on our EU path, 
and that will remain so,” Vucic 
said.

Serbia alongside Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Kosovo, Albania, 
Montenegro and North Mac-
edonia have aspirations to join 
the bloc but have faced repeated 
delays in their accession pro-
cess.

When Ukraine and Moldova 
were named official EU candi-
date countries in June, just four 
months after handing in their 
applications, some Western 
Balkans leaders gave free rein to 
their frustration.

Accession talks were for-
mally launched with Albania 
and North Macedonia in July, 
after having first applied for 
membership in 2009 and 2004 
respectively. Bosnia, which first 
applied in 2016, is however still 
waiting to be named an official 
candidate.

“I’m absolutely convinced 
that the future of our children 

will be safer and more pros-
perous with Western Balkans 
within the EU,” said Europe-
an Council President Charles 
Michel.

Kosovo is to apply for mem-
bership of the EU by the end of 
the year, Kosovo President Vjo-
sa Osmani said after EU coun-
tries recently backed visa-free 
travel for Kosovo from 2024, 
pending approval by the Euro-
pean Parliament.

Osmani stressed that Koso-
vo backs EU policies on foreign 

affairs and security matters, 
including “aligning on sanc-
tions against Russia, as well as 
in rejecting every single malign 
influence of factors such as 
Russia and China.” Other top-
ics discussed by leaders include 
the region’s integration into the 
EU’s single market and high 
energy and food prices as a con-
sequences of Russia’s war on 
Ukraine.

Last month the European 
Commission put forward a 
€1bn ($1.05bn) energy sup-

port package to help the West-
ern Balkans countries tackle 
high prices and the region’s 
dependency on Russian fossil 
fuels.

EU and Western Balkans 
leaders signed a declaration 
on Tuesday morning to vol-
untarily start reducing mobile 
phone roaming charges with 
the prospect of suspending 
them altogether by 2027.

EU leaders are also expect-
ed to discuss irregular migra-
tion to the bloc.

Albania’s Prime Minister Edi Rama welcomes European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen as she 
arrives for the EU-Western Balkans summit in Tirana, on Tuesday. 

EU aims to reassure six Balkan countries of a 
future in the bloc amid fears of rising Russian 
and Chinese influence.

Ukraine war a 
‘turning point’ 
for renewables: 
Energy agency

DPA 
PARIS 

THE International Energy 
Agency (IEA) says the global 
energy price crisis prompted 
by the war in Ukraine is lead-
ing to a drastic acceleration in 
the development of renewable 
energy.

According to a new IEA 
study, total capacity of re-
newables will almost double 
worldwide in the next five 
years, replacing coal as the 
largest source of electricity 
generation.

This means that the goal 
of limiting global warming to 
1.5 degrees Celcius remains 
achievable, the agency said in 
Paris on Tuesday.

The expected growth of 
renewable energies is 30 per-
cent higher than forecast a 
year ago.

Energy security concerns 
triggered by Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine have prompted 
countries to turn more to re-
newable energies such as so-
lar and wind power, with the 
aim of reducing dependence 
on imported fossil fuels.

Meanwhile, fossil fuel 
prices have skyrocketed, pro-
viding a further economic in-
centive to switch.

“Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine is a turning point for 
renewables in Europe,” the 
report said.

Between 2022 and 2027, 
the IEA expects global re-
newable power generation 
capacity to increase by 2,400 
gigawatts (GW), equivalent to 
China’s total power genera-
tion capacity.

Together, wind and solar 
will account for more than 90 
percent of the renewable en-
ergy capacity added over the 
next five years, the IEA said.

Beyond Europe, China, 
the US and India are driving 
the expansion of renewable 
energy. 

All of which are imple-
menting policies and intro-
ducing regulatory and market 
reforms to combat the energy 
crisis faster than originally 
planned, the report said.

Between 2022 and 2027, 
the IEA expects global 
renewable power generation 
capacity to increase by 
2,400 gigawatts (GW), 
equivalent to China’s total 
power generation capacity.

China bids farewell to former leader Jiang Zemin

AGENCIES 

CHINA has bid farewell to Jiang 
Zemin, with sirens blaring out 
in tribute as people across the 
country observed three minutes 
of silence for the former presi-
dent.

The public memorial service 
for Jiang, who died last week at 
the age of 96, began at 10am lo-
cal (02:00 GMT) on Tuesday in 
Beijing’s Great Hall of the Peo-
ple, with President Xi Jinping 
and other top leaders attending. 
The event was broadcast live 
across the country.

Jiang leaves a controversial 
legacy, having led China out of 
isolation after the army crushed 
student-led pro-democracy pro-
tests centred on Beijing’s Tian-
anmen Square in 1989, while 
at the same time supporting 
economic reforms that led to a 

decade of explosive growth.
A trained engineer and for-

mer head of China’s largest city, 
Shanghai, Jiang was president 
for a decade until 2003 and led 
the ruling Communist Party for 
13 years until 2002. After taking 
over from reformist leader Deng 
Xiaoping, he oversaw the return 
of Hong Kong from British rule 
in 1997 and Beijing’s entry into 
the World Trade Organization 
in 2001.

Speaking at Tuesday’s som-
bre memorial service, Xi paid 
tribute to Jiang for ensuring 

the Communist Party’s survival 
from “political storms”, saying 
the late leader had had assumed 
leadership at a time when the 
party, military and country 
were at “a serious moment of 
external pressure and internal 
difficulties” – a reference to the 
Tiananmen Square protests.

Flags across the country and 
at Chinese government build-
ings overseas were at half-mast.

Stock markets in Shang-
hai and Shenzhen suspended 
trading for three minutes, as 
did the Chinese Gold and Sil-

ver Exchange in Hong Kong. 
Public entertainment was also 
suspended, with some online 
games such as the popular 
League of Legends announcing 
a day’s pause.

Jiang died of leukaemia and 
multiple organ failure on No-
vember 30, according to state 
media.

Xi and other top officials 
paid their respects to Jiang at a 
ceremony at a military hospital 
in Beijing before his body was 
sent for cremation at the Baba-
oshan cemetery, where many of 
the country’s top leaders are in-
terred. State broadcaster CCTV 
showed Xi and others bowing 
towards Jiang, his trademark 
heavy-rimmed glasses clearly 
visible through a glass coffin.

Al Jazeera’s Patrick Fok, 
reporting from Hong Kong, 
described the timing of Jiang’s 
death as “remarkable”, not only 
because it comes so soon after 
that Communist Party Congress 
— where Xi was appointed as 
the organisation’s general sec-
retary for an unprecedented 
third term — but also because it 
comes days after a wave of pro-
tests against the government’s 
“zero COVID” policy rocked the 
nation.

People take part in the public memorial service for China’s former lead-
er Jiang Zemin at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Tuesday. 

China comes to a 
standstill in Jiang 
Zemin’s honour, with 
sirens sounding out 
across country for three 
minutes of silence.



Tribune news neTwork
Doha 

QNB Group, the Official Mid-
dle East and Africa Supporter 
of the FIFA World Cup 2022, 
presented match tickets and 
an unforgettable experience 
to Najira Noushad, a traveler, 
blogger, and dedicated sup-

porter of Argentine’s team to 
attend the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

Football fan, Najira, drove 
over 3,000 kilometers from 
Kerala to Doha to attend this 
once-in-a-lifetime event.

The bank celebrated Na-
jira’s journey along with her 
family and presented her with 

match tickets as well as a day 
at Qatar’s recent entertain-
ment hotspot, Winter Won-
derland, courtesy of QNB.

In recognition of her de-
termination to attend her fa-
vourite team’s game, QNB of-
fered Noushad and her family 
tickets to attend matches of 
Argentine’s national team 

and to attend the last 10 min-
utes of the game from the 
pitch.

As part of QNB Group’s 
continued celebration of the 
World Cup, this initiative 
celebrates fans from all over 
the world that are eager to 
experience the tournament 
regardless of challenges.

QNB Group, currently 
ranked as the most valuable 
bank brand in the Middle 
East and Africa, is proud to 
be the Official Middle East 
and Africa Supporter of the 
FIFA World Cup 2022.

Through its subsidiaries 
and associate companies, 
the Group extends to more 

than 30 countries across 
three continents providing 
a comprehensive range of 
advanced products and ser-
vices. 

The total number of em-
ployees is 27,000 operating 
through 1,000 locations, 
with an ATM network of 
more than 4,700 machines.

Pvt sector drives 
Qatar bank loan 
growth 0.4% 
higher in October

UK is Arab world’s 
vital trade partner, 
says Sheikh Khalifa

Tribune news neTwork
Doha 

QATAr Chamber Chairman 
and First Vice-Chairman of the 
Arab-British Chamber of Com-
merce (ABCC) Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Jassim Al Thani has par-
ticipated in the ABCC’s Board 
of Directors and the Executive 
Office meetings which were 
held via video conference.

The meetings discussed 
the chamber’s activities and 
plan for 2023, the financial 
performance report, the annu-
al accounts for the fiscal year 
2022, and the appointment of 
auditors.

Attendees also reviewed 

means to enhance commercial 
ties between the UK and Arab 
countries and increase mutual 
investments, as well as the role 
of the private sector in increas-
ing trade exchange between 
both sides.

Commenting on this, 
Sheikh Khalifa stressed the 
robust relations between the 
Arab World and the UK, which 
cover all fields and aspects, es-
pecially at the level of economy 
and trade, noting that the UK 
is one of the most important 
trade partners of Arab coun-
tries in terms of the mutual 
investments in various sectors.

Sheikh Khalifa also re-
ferred to the 2nd Arab-

British Economic Summit 
(ABES2022), which was held 
in strategic partnership with 
Qatar Chamber last month 
in London, pointing out that 
it was a huge success and 
touched on several topics 
such as the strategic UK-Arab 
partnership, and how to re-
shape trade relations between 
both sides in light of techno-
logical change and climate 
change.

As for the Qatar-UK rela-
tions, Sheikh Khalifa said that 
both nations enjoy close and 
extensive relations that cover 
all fields, affirming that the UK 
is an important trade and in-
vestment partner of Qatar.

Sheikh Khalifa praised 
the important role played by 
the ABCC in promoting trade 
and investment between Arab 
countries and the UK, and the 
role of its executive body head-
ed by the Secretary-General, 
Bandar Ali reda, in activating 
the chamber’s activity.

He also said that there is 
plenty of available investment 
and commercial opportuni-
ties between the two sides, af-
firming that the ABCC strives 
to develop them through de-
veloping commercial services 
that play a key role in building 
trade relations and strength-
ening cooperation between 
both sides.

Gazprom launches production at new Arctic gas site

Qatar Chamber Chairman and First Vice-Chairman of the Arab-British 
Chamber of Commerce Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani participates 
in ABCC’s board of directors and the executive office meetings held via 
video conference.
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Domasco delivers Volvo 
luxury bus to MBM  
Transport pAge 11

QNB welcomes traveller Najira Noushad driving from 
India’s Kerala to attend FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

Football fan, Najira, drove over 3,000 kilometers from Kerala to Doha to attend this once-in-a-lifetime event. The bank celebrated Najira’s journey along with her family and presented her with match tickets as well as a day 
at Qatar’s recent entertainment hotspot, Winter Wonderland, courtesy of QNB.

QnA
Moscow 

THE russian energy company, 
Gazprom, announced that it 
had started production at the 
new gas field of Semakovskoye 
in the Yamal-Nenets Autono-
mous Area in the Arctic.

The company stated in a 
statement today that the first 
phase of the project aims to 
produce about 7.5 billion cubic 
meters of gas per year.

Gazprom Chairman Alexey 
Miller said in a comment that 
by inaugurating operation in 

the huge Semakovskoye field, 
Gazprom is creating a good tech-

nical basis for developing a new 
production group in the region.

It is reported that Gazprom 
produced 514.8 billion cubic 
meters of gas in 2021, an in-
crease of 62.2 billion cubic me-
ters from 2020, recording the 
best rate in 13 years.

The US Geological Survey 
estimates that the Arctic region 
contains about 1,700 trillion 
cubic feet of natural gas and 
various types of fuel, equiva-
lent to the total russian oil re-
serves and three times those in 
the United States, which makes 
it the subject of international 
competition, especially between 
Moscow and Washington.    

sATyendrA PAThAk 
Doha 

THE total loan book of Qatar’s 
banking sector increased by 
0.4 percent month on month 
(MoM ) and deposits declined 
by 1.1 percent MoM in October 
this year, QNB Financial Ser-
vices (QNBFS) has said in its 
Qatar Monthly Banking Sector 
Update report.

According to the report, 
the total assets of Qatar’s 
banking sector edged down by 
0.4 percent MoM to Qr1.829 
trillion in October 2022.

The private sector pushed 
the overall credit higher by 
0.7 percent MoM in Octo-
ber. As deposits moved down 
by 1.1 percent in October, 
the LDr rose to 127.8 per-
cent against 125.8 percent in                                         
September 2022.

Total private sector loans 
moved up by 0.7 percent MoM 
in October 2022 and 4.4 per-
cent since the start of 2022. 
The services segment and real 
estate were the main contribu-
tors toward the private sector 
loan growth for the month of                         
October 2022. 

The services sector, which 
contributes 29 percent to pri-
vate sector loans, increased 
by 2.2 percent MoM and 7.7                      
percent in 2022. 

The real estate segment, 
which contributes 21 percent 
to private sector loans, went 
up by 0.8 percent MoM and 
6.6 percent in 2022. Con-
sumption and others, which 
contribute 21 percent to pri-
vate sector loans, gained 0.4 
percent MoM and 4.9 percent 
in 2022, while general trade, 
which contributes 20 percent 
to private sector loans, de-
clined by 1.2 percent MoM and 
0.1 percent in 2022 during the 
month of October 2022. Out-
side Qatar, loans went up by 
1.4 percent MoM during the 
month of October 2022.

Domestic public sector 
loans went down slightly by 
0.2 percent MoM. The gov-
ernment segment, which rep-
resents 30 percent of public 
sector loans, fell by 1.5 percent 
MoM. However, the govern-
ment institutions’ segment, 
which represents 64 percent 
of public sector loans, loan 
book increased by 0.4 percent 

MoM and 4.3 percent in 2022, 
while the semi-government 
institutions’ segment moved 
up marginally by 0.1 percent 
MoM and 2.3 percent in 2022.

Non-resident deposits 
continued their steep decline 
for the year and fell by 5 per-
cent MoM in October 2022 
and 31.1 percent since the 
start of 2022, thereby lead-
ing the decliners in the over-

all drop in the Qatar Bank-
ing Sector deposits for the 
month.

Public sector deposits de-
clined 2.1 percent MoM and 
10.1 percent in 2022 for the 
month of October 2022. Look-
ing at segment details, the 
semi-government institutions’ 
segment had a huge drop by 
19.4 percent MoM and 10.5 
percent in 2022, while the 
government segment, which 
represents 25 percent of pub-
lic sector deposits, declined by 
7.5 percent MoM and 20 per-
cent in 2022. 

However, the government 
institutions’ segment, which 
represents 62 percent of pub-
lic sector deposits, increased 
by 5 percent MoM and 29.8 
percent in 2022. Private sector 
deposits moved higher by 1.5 
percent MoM and 9.4 percent 
in 2022. On the private sector 
front, the companies and in-
stitutions segment gained 3.5 
percent MoM and 18.3 per-
cent in 2022. Meanwhile, the 
consumer segment went down 
by 0.4 percent MoM in Octo-
ber and 1.9 percent since the 
start of 2022.

Total private sector loans 
moved up by 0.7 percent 
MoM in October 2022 and 
4.4 percent since the start 
of 2022.



Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Looking to spotlight the 
country’s future ambitions in 
the construction and design 
space next year, inDEX Design 
Qatar and The Big 5 Construct 
Qatar are set to run from 23 to 
25 october 2023 at the Doha 
Exhibition and Convention 
Center (DECC) under the pa-
tronage of Prime Minister and 
Minister of interior of Qatar 
HE Sheikh khalid bin khalifa 
bin Abdulaziz Al Thani.

The patronage comes off 
the back of a recent partnership 
between world-leading inter-
national exhibitions’ company 
dmg events and Qatar-based 
neXTfairs to co-locate its two 
internationally recognised flag-
ship shows, inDEX Design 
Qatar and The Big 5 Construct 
Qatar at DECC.

“As Qatar plays host to the 
world’s single largest sport-
ing event, the Arab peninsula 
is already setting the wheels 
in motion for its construction, 
infrastructure, design, hospi-
tality, and green building sec-
tors post-FiFA World Cup and 
together with the support from 
the Prime Minister’s office, 
we’re looking forward to high-
lighting the country’s plans and 
progress at both events next 

year,” said Rawad Sleem, Co-
Founder and general Manager 
of neXTfairs.

According to Qatar’s Con-
struction industry Databook 
Series, the construction in-
dustry in Qatar is expected to 
grow by 7.3 percent to reach 
over QAR 92 million this year 
alone. While between 2022 to 
2026 experts forecast a CAgR 
of 7.9  percent.

Looking at the future of the 
country’s hospitality sector, 
real estate consultant knight 
Frank revealed in november 
that Qatar’s hospitality ambi-
tions post-FiFA World Cup sit 
at $7 bn, with the market ex-
pected to grow by 12 percent 
to reach $54.6 billion over the 
next eight years as part of the 
country’s national Tourism 
Sector Strategy 2030.

Earlier this year, neXT-
fairs released Qatar’s Hos-
pitality and Tourism Report 
which disclosed that post-
2022 the country would be 
launching eight new hotels 
and 11,000 keys.

“The focus now is to look 
ahead to 2030 and continue 
to drive the country’s ambi-
tious construction and design 
plans under its economic blue-
print, the Qatar national Vi-
sion 2030,” said Matt Denton, 
President at dmg events.

INDEX Design 
Qatar, The Big 5 
Construct Qatar 
to be held in 2023

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

DoHA Marketing Services 
Company (DoMASCo) re-
cently delivered a Volvo lux-
ury Coach to MBM Transport 
Company. The bus was de-
livered in the presence of the 
Swedish Ambassador to Qatar 
HE gautam Bhattacharyya 
and Maichel Mensch from 
Marcopolo.

This new Marcopolo gen-
eration 8 bus of the Paradiso 
line serves a premium seg-
ment of the coach market. The 
clean and modern external 
design- such as the advanced 
glass profile around the door-

allows for easy identification 
on the road.

The signature DRL in-
tegrated with the position 
light and blinker next to the 
headlight also stands out as 
a remarkable feature of this 
new generation. it is also the 
recipient of the iF Design 
Award 2022.

Ramez Hamdan, Sr Man-
aging Director, industrial 
Equipment, Al Futtaim Auto-
motive, said: “We are pleased 
to offer the Luxury Volvo bus 
with an upgraded Euro 5 en-
gine and a Marcopolo Bus 
body to MBM Transport Com-
pany, thus renewing our part-
nership with such a promi-

nent local company.
The deal is a result of 

Volvo’s dedication to safety, 
environmental care, and qual-
ity met the guidelines set by 
MBM Transport Company.

Apart from its distinctive 
streamlined exteriors, the 
Volvo Marcopolo Paradiso g8 
Model has a host of features 
that significantly enhance 
passenger and driver com-
fort. With an aim to continu-
ously improve vehicle safety, 
the Paradiso g8 comes with a 
wide and curved windscreen 
providing a better view of the 
road for the driver and a pan-
oramic view of the landscape 
for passengers seated at the 

front of the coach. 
The bus comes with an 

i-shift automated gearbox, 
Volvo disc brake system com-
bined with EBS, ABS, and 
ASR functions with ESP for 
yaw control and rollover pre-
vention, new ergonomic seats 
offering much more comfort, 
and strong structural design 
with safety certifications.

Volvo Buses is one of the 
world’s leading brands of 
buses and coaches. Driven by 
a passion to help create the 
cities of the future, free from 
congestion, emissions, and 
noise, Volvo Buses is operat-
ing in more than 140 coun-
tries. Volvo’s mission is to 

offer people safe, clean, and 
efficient transportation to and 
from work, around the city, or 
across the continent. With si-
lent, cleaner and safer trans-
portation, DoMASCo strives 
to fulfill the Volvo promise – 
Driving Quality of Life.

MBM Transport company 
has been revolutionizing the 
transport culture, provid-
ing a class above “luxury and 
safety” in Qatar for decades 
to high-profile government 
and semi-government or-
ganizations. They strongly 
project four principles, safety 
first, utmost care, unlimited 
comfort, and on time every 
time, which forms the pillars                          

of MBM.
Volvo buses are distribut-

ed in Qatar by DoMASCo, a 
leading multi-brand company 
in Qatar and an Al-Futtaim 
group company. it has a di-
versified portfolio of passen-
ger cars, motorbikes, com-
mercial vehicles, marine and 
power products, watches, and 
electronics representing some 
of the world’s most visible and 
award-winning brands.

Al Futtaim Automotive is 
one of five divisions within 
the Al-Futtaim group that 
provides quality products and 
services that enrich people’s 
lives and aspirations each and 
every day.

Domasco delivers Volvo Marcopolo Paradiso
  G8 luxury bus to MBM Transport Company

The new Marcopolo Generation 8 bus of the Paradiso line serves a premium segment of the coach market. The bus was delivered in the presence of the Swedish Ambassador to Qatar HE Gautam Bhattacharyya and 
Maichel Mensch from Marcopolo.
 

QnA
Doha

QATAR Financial Markets Au-
thority (QFMA) has announced 
the preparation of a draft 
amendment of the governance 
code for companies and legal 
entities listed on the main mar-
ket and the procedures guide.

Such a draft has been pub-
lished on QFMA’s website for 
public consultation and receiv-
ing comments and suggestions.

The authority said that the 
preparation of this draft comes 
after conducting studies and 
comparisons with many finan-
cial markets, in order to reach 
the best international practices 
and standards in this regard.

QFMA explained that the 
draft stems from its keenness 
to maintain confidence in mak-
ing transactions in financial 
markets, protect owners and 
dealers of securities, ensure the 
stability of financial markets, 
and reduce the risks that they 
may be exposed to, in addition, 
to strengthening the Author-
ity’s exercise of its regulatory, 
supervisory and oversight role 
in the capital market in the 
country. 

The draft also comes within 
the framework of the QFMA’s 
keenness to develop and mod-
ernize the legal legislation 
regulating these markets, and 
to enhance integrity and trans-
parency in them, in order to be 
attractive to investments and 
keep pace with the best inter-

nationally applied practices 
and standards in this regard, 
the Authority added.

The draft amendment 
of the governance Code for 
Companies and Legal Enti-
ties Listed on the Main Mar-
ket also comes as a desire by 
the Authority to establish the 
principles and values of gov-
ernance and sustainability, in 
light of the best international 
and regional systems in the 
governance of companies and 
other listed entities, as well as 
its commitment to the unified 
guiding principles of corporate 
governance for companies list-
ed on the gCC financial mar-
kets issued in 2012.

The Authority pointed out 
that when drafting the gov-
ernance code for companies 
and legal entities listed on the 
main market, it has taken into 
account the establishment of 
the principles of transparency 
and disclosure, responsibil-
ity acknowledgment, justice 
and equality, protection of the 
rights of investors and stake-
holders in general, and uphold-
ing values of protecting the 
Minority and the Company’s 
employees by adopting prefer-
ential treatment for small in-
vestors and minority.

governance is one of the 
most important management 
and control systems for compa-

nies in general, and for share-
holding companies and all 
other legal entities listed on the 
financial markets in particular.

QFMA published the draft 
amendment of the governance 
Code for Companies and Le-
gal Entities Listed on the Main 
Market and the Procedures 
guide on its official website 
(www.qfma.org.qa), in order to 
ensure the involvement of all 
concerned parties in evaluating 
the draft and providing it with 
their comments and sugges-
tions within one month of its 
issue date, in the framework of 
its commitment to the highest 
levels of integrity and transpar-
ency in dealing with securities.

QFMA announces preparation 
of governance code draft 
amendment for listed firms
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Khalid Tawalbeh
and MeriaM JelliTi

Doha

With their shock victory over 
one of World Cup 2022 title 
favourites Spain on tuesday, 
Morocco sent all Arabs in ec-
static jubilation with football 
fans celebrating the occasion 
throughout Doha and else-
where. 

As soon as historic win tak-
ing the Atlas Lions to the quar-
ter- finals was confirmed, cele-
brations kicked off. Moroccans 
everywhere, from the country’s 
capital Rabat to Doha in Qatar, 
took to the streets to celebrate. 

Videos capturing the 
scenes of enthusiasm and joy 
among the supporters of Mo-
rocco were shot and shared on 
social media platforms. the 
clip showing hakimi launch 
his missile into Simon’s net 
went viral. that marked the 
beginning of celebrations that 
started from Qatar and rippled 
across the Arab world.

Moroccans were joined 
by other Arabs everywhere in 
celebrating, cheering and ap-
plauding the feat. Many dis-
tinctive Moroccan phrases 
were heard with even foreign 
fans joining in to chant them.

“the Moroccan nation-
al team owes much for its 
achievement to goalkeeper 
Yassine Bono, who managed 
to block two penalties and was 
crowned Man of the Match,” 
said Moroccan Mohamed Safi 

“Moroccans didn’t lose 
hope till the end to achieve 
victory, and in the process did 
what no Arab team had man-
aged to do in 92 years. this is 
for our beloved country and 
this is for all the Arabs,” said 
Mohammad Bouazam, a Mo-
roccan fan who was spotted 
leaving the stadium and cele-
brating with his fellow Moroc-
can friends.

“i’m still under shock. the 
team set a goal and the players 
did their best to get through the 
first round. Now why not dream 
of winning the World Cup. We 
will not stop here. i think we 
have sent a message that we 
are a difficult team to beat. We 
are realistic and we have a good 

team and we will deal with each 
match as it comes. We are at 
the top of our level and we can 
do great things.”

through the fan zones 
scattered in Qatar, thousands 
of Moroccans, carrying flags, 
flocked to participate in the 
celebration of the historic 
achievement. they were up-
beat in their belief  that this 
was a deserved victory for the 
Atlas Lions, who were indeed 
lions on the field. they fought 
for winning the match from 
the first minute to the last with 
an enthusiastic spirit that led 
them to trouncing the Span-
iards on the field. 

All Arab communities 
shared the Moroccan fans’ joy 
on the occasion of their team’s 
victory, considering the win a 
matter of pride for all Arabs. 
“We feel happy when we see 
the unity of the Arab people 
and their support for the Mo-
roccan national team. We, as 
Arab fans, have proven to the 
world that football is not con-
fined to Europe”, said Ali, who 
came to Doha from Oman to 
watch this.

“i have painted my room 
in red and a star. i adore Mo-
rocco,” added Ali Bou Sarieh.

“We congratulate the Mo-
roccan people on the victory 

of their national team and the 
spectacular achievement they 
have earned for all of us in the 
region. today we come as one 
with our beloved Morocco and 
we will stand behind them all 
the way. the honourable result 
is to be remembered forever”, 
he added.

Shihab Ahmad, another 
supporter from Egypt, said 
that the Arab fans who stood 
together to support the Moroc-
can national team is the secret 
of the victory. he called upon 
the fans to continue their sup-
port for the Moroccan team. 
“Now we can definitely hope 
for the World Cup, i don’t see 

why not. i hope Morocco will 
continue its journey success-
fully and reach the farthest 
stage in the tournament.”

Even for someone sleeping, 
it would have been hard to miss 
massive celebrations. “About 5 
minutes after the game ended, 
i started receiving phone calls 
from my friends and relatives 
back home, asking me how to 
come to Qatar as soon as pos-
sible. People are eager for more 
and they want to be here to 
support our heroes. Our hope 
and belief in our team never 
failed us”, said taha, a Moroc-
can who has been in Qatar for 
only three days.

With every encounter, Mo-
roccans have proved that they 
are beyond thrilled to face the 
next challenge. Morocco’s se-
ries of achievements during 
this tournament prompted 
many Arab fans to support the 
team and cheer for it on the 
subsequent rounds of the com-
petition, he said.

“i wish all the success to the 
Moroccan team that achieved 
honourable victories and  became 
the only Arab team to qualify for 
the round of 16 and then make it 
to the quarter-finals. they have 
proven that they are indeed a 
team that really deserves the title 
of the Atlas Lions,” he said.
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Fairytale continues as Atlas Lions 
roar into quarter-finals, make history

dpa
Doha

Morocco continued their stun-
ning run at the Qatar World cup 
on Tuesday when they upset disap-
pointing former champions Spain 
3-0 on penalties to reach the quar-
ter-finals for the first time.

Goalkeeper Yassine Bounou 
saved spot kicks from carlos Soler 
and Sergio Busquets after Pablo 
Sarabia had hit the post.

Paris Saint-Germain defender 
Achraf Hakimi - who was born and 
raised in Spain and had started his 
career at real Madrid - clinched 
victory for the Atlas Lions with a 
Panenka-like chip into the middle, 
after Abdelhamid Sabiri and Hakim 
Ziyech had converted while Badr 
Benoun’s effort was saved by Spain 
keeper Unai Simon.

The score was locked at 0-0 af-
ter 120 minutes in which scoring 
chances were sparse, although Sara-
bia almost stole victory for Spain 
when he hit the post for a first time 
seconds before the shootout.

“I’m so happy for the team. They 
did a great job for the whole of the 
game. The team did a great job, an 
incredible job. All the players,” Bou-
nou said.

Busquets said: “It was really cru-
el how we lost. really cruel. It was 
a Moroccan wall. We were looking 
for the opening but we didn’t find 
it. We were just unlucky.” Morocco 
became the fourth African country 
to ever reach the last eight and the 
first since Ghana in 2010. They now 
face Portugal or Switzerland, who 
complete the round 16 later Tues-
day, on Saturday when they will bid 
to become the first team from their 
continent to make the semis.

“A historic victory, I think the 
people at home are very happy,” for-
ward Walid cheddira said.

They had already impressed in 
the group stage where they beat Bel-
gium 2-0 and canada 2-1 after hold-
ing the 2018 runners-up croatia to 
a 0-0 draw. No opposing player has 
managed to beat them in Qatar as the 
only goal they have conceded was 
an own goal by Nayef 
Aguerd against can-
ada.

Spain are meanwhile without 
a knockout victory in three World 
cups since lifting the trophy in 2010 
against the Netherlands. They went 
out in the group stage in 2014 and in 
the last 16 four years later on penal-
ties against hosts russia.

They started with an impressive 
7-0 against costa rica but never 
won again, drawing 1-1 with 
Germany and losing 2-1 
against Japan before 
the exit against 
Morocco.

At age 18 
years and 123 
days, Spain 
m i d f i e l d e r 
Gavi became 
the youngest 
player since 
Brazil leg-
end Pele in the 
1958 final (17 
years 249 days) 
to start in a World 
cup knock-out game, 
after also featuring in all group 
games.

But he and his team-mates badly 
lacked ideas as they found no way 
through the stubborn Morocco de-
fence, with Marco Asensio hitting 
the side-netting in the 27th.

Bayern Munich’s Noussair Maz-
raoui tried his luck from a distance 
at the other end but the ball was 
gathered by Simon, and Aguerd 

headed over from a promising po-
sition, set up by the lively Sofi-

ane Boufal.
After the break, 
Dani olmo’s 

left-angle free-kick was fisted away 
by Bounou as Spain tried in vain to 
up the pressure.

The Atlas Lions had a rare at-
tack with some five minutes left but 
cheddira failed to get a dangerous 
shot towards goal, and Simon then 
just got the ball away after a back-
pass ahead of the charging Abdessa-

mad Ezzalzouli.
In stoppage time, Mor-
ata’s poor header went 

well over, and Bou-
nou just palmed 

away another 
curling olmo 
free-kick which 
two Spain play-
ers had missed.

c h e d d i r a 
then failed to 

beat Simon from 
close range when 

he should have done 
better - which almost 

backfired when Sarabia 
fired rodrigo’s cross against 

the far post from a tight right angle 
a minute after coming on.

And when he hit the post again 
in Spain’s first attempt in the 
shootout it set the stage for La roja 
drawing a complete blank and join-
ing Switzerland in 2006 as they only 
teams failing to score in a World 
cup shootout.

Key 
Moment

Substitute Pablo Sarabia had a 
glorious chance to win the match with 
practically the last kick. The ball fell to 
him inches from goal at the far post 

but, from a difficult angle, he hit 
the far post. That gave Morocco 

a sense that this was their 
night, and so it proved.

Morocco’s defender Achraf Hakimi (C) celebrates with teammates after converting the 
last penalty during the penalty shootout to win the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round 
of 16 match against Spain at the Education City Stadium on Tuesday. (aFP)

MOROCKS!

Spain’s players react after losing the penalty 
shootout against Morocco on Tuesday. (aFP)

SCORELINE
Morocco Spain

0 3-0
Penalties 0

Morocco’s goalkeeper 
Yassine Bounou saves a 
penalty during the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 
Round of 16 match 
shootout against Spain 
at the Education City 
Stadium on Tuesday.  (aFP)



Vinay nayudu
Doha

Something that 
Spain had dreaded, 
in the end came to 
haunt them as their 
penalty shootout 
horrors came true 
against morocco 
at the education 
City Stadium on 
tuesday.

the 120 
minutes + 
match time 
w o u l d 
have been 
S p a i n ’ s 
only big 

chance given 
their poor pen-
alty kicks re-
cord at World 
Cups. Spain 
have now lost 
four shootouts 
from the total 
five they have 
been involved 
in at football’s 
global extrava-

ganza. And three 
consecutive ones- 

a joint record with england 
(1990-2006) and italy (1990-
1998). this was also Spain’s 
only second World Cup extra 
time in a long time.

then again for the pain of 
Spain. For someone, who now 
can well be called the ‘post-
man,’ Pablo Sarabia hit the 
goal post twice. he would have 
been a world hero had his first 
brilliant strike from a close an-
gle at the death of extra time 
when the ball hit the left post 
and flew away only to provide 
the lifeline. his second post hit 
was Spain’s first penalty kick, 
giving morocco more hope and 
guts to their goalkeeper ‘Bono’ 
– Yassine Bounou – who is also 
the custodian for La Liga club 
Sevilla.

For the record, the Paris 
St-germain midfielder Sarabia 

had scored his previous five 
penalties but missed with a low 
shot which hit the right-hand 
post.

Bono was clearly the big 
hero having stood like a rock 
facing the penalty kicks, and 
earlier like a wall behind an 
also ‘impenetrable’ moroccon 
defence.

And to think of fortune fa-
vouring the brave morocco, 
they chose to shoot first after 
winning the coin toss.

there could have been 
many heroes and villains in 
this maximum-length thrill-
er of FiFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. From morata to Sarabia 
of Spain, and from hakkim Zi-
yech to Jawad el Yamiq to Badr 
Benoun of morocco.

in 120+2 minute, el Yam-
iq made the save of his life 

kicking out a ferocious Spain 
strike. the save was breathtak-
ing too as it appeared that he 
may well have made the ball go 
into his own net but it went the 
other way! 

Benoun interestingly made 
his World Cup debut with 30 
seconds on the clock for the 
extra time to end. then mo-
rocco’s ‘master’ coach Walid 
Regragui also listed him for the 
shoot-out kicks but Benoun 
shot his team’s third kick wide. 

While the shootout will 
remain a spectacle of discus-
sion for long, the fact that the 
red wall of morocco held on 
against the tiki-taka unrelent-
ing attacks of Spain is also to 
be admired. Spain had a 1000 
passes to morocco’s only 300. 
Spain also had 70% posses-
sion which speaks volumes for 

the guts and glory of the Atlas 
Lions.

Football experts were in 
awe of morocco’s brave de-
fence and tactical acumen as 
they foiled several of Spain’s 
threatening moves.

“i think it needed one of 
Saudi Arabia, morocco or tu-
nisia to go really far because 
their fans have created some-
thing really special. it’s fan-
tastic to have them in the last 
eight,” said one on the BBC.

the pllaudits will keep 
coming, the ‘Dark horse’ 
among Arab teams – as Qatar 
tribune had put it in the group 
stages. 

their quarter-final at a 
FiFA World Cup awaits them 
now on Saturday at the Al thu-
mama Stadium in their very 
own Arab land.

We lacked finishing, says Spain coach Enrique; decision on future soon
ikoli Victor

Doha

Spain coach Luis Enrique said 
poor finishing was the bane of 
the 2010 World Champions’ 
exit in the Round of 16 match 
against Morocco at the Educa-
tion City Stadium on Tuesday.
Spain played some exhilarat-
ing football, but on the most 
important day, they just couldn’t 
stack up as they failed to make 
a breakthrough during regulation 
and extra time. 
Speaking at the post-match 
press conference, the former 

Barcelona manager said: “at 
the match we did dominate but 
lacked finishing power. We pro-
gressed offensively and had mo-
ments to kill off our opponents. 
We generated more chances, 
but we didn’t have enough time 
and space.
“Morocco played very well de-
fensively, and i praise them for 
their win.”
asked about the quality of play-
ers at his disposal and the im-
pact that those who didn’t make 
it could have had, he said: “i am 
happy with the profile of players 
i have and i support them to 

the end. if there’s anyone who’s 
responsible it’s me. i praise the 
players but it’s a huge disap-
pointment, and we feel sad, 
especially for our fans who have 
supported us all the way.”
Enrique whose contract still runs 
with the Spanish football federa-
tion, said this isn’t the right mo-
ment to speak about his future. 
“i can’t speak about my future 
yet, and this is not the right 
time. My contract will soon end, 
but i am happy with the Fed-
eration and the support of the 
sporting director. When i need 
to make that decision about my 

future, i will announce it.”
Enrique added that despite the 
defeat through penalties, the 
players played “a clean game 
and a beautiful game of football 
for the world to see, and the 
team has been outstanding so 
far.”
Before the game Enrique had 
claimed his players his players 
prepared by taking 1,000 penal-
ties as homework but pablo 
Sarabia, Carlos Soler and Sergio 
Busquets all missed from the 
spot.
“i chose the takers, i thought 
they were the best on the pitch,” 

said Luis Enrique.
“i chose the first three and i 
would do it again. (if i could 
change something) i would take 
Bounou away and put another 
goalkeeper there.
“(penalties) are not a lottery for 
me. You have to control your-
self, to know how to control it. i 
would choose the same players 
again.”
“i have no complaints against 
my players. i feel sorry that 
some of the players didn’t play. 
i was very unfair to Sarabia and 
pablo, but i had to make deci-
sions.”

Spain’s coach Luis Enrique after 
losing the penalty shoot-out 
against Morocco on Tuesday. (aFp)

PAGE 2 | SPortS Wednesday, december 7, 2022

Spain’s forward Pablo Sarabia 
reacts after losing the penalty 

shootout of FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 Round of 16 match against 
Morocco at the Education City Stadium 
on Tuesday. (aFp)

While the shootout will 
remain a spectacle of 
discussion for long, the 
fact that the red wall of 
Morocco held on against 
the tiki-taka unrelenting 
attacks of Spain is also 
to be admired. Spain  
had a 1000 passes to 
Morocco’s only 300. 
Spain also had 70%  
possession which speaks 
volumes for the guts and 
glory of the Atlas Lions.

The pain of spain and
greaT delighT of arabian

‘dark horse’ 
morocco

Morocco’s goalkeeper Yassine Bounou (L) dives to save a shot by Spain’s forward Pablo Sarabia during the penalty shootout of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match at the Educa-
tion City Stadium on Tuesday. (aFp)



Morocco  
fans celebrate 
atlas lions’  
historic feat

Morocco will play in a World Cup quarter-final for the first time after de-
feating Spain at Education City. And if they defeat Portugal in Saturday’s 
last-eight tie, the Atlas Lions will become the first African nation to reach 
the semi-finals. As the only African team in the competition, they were 
already carrying the hopes of a continent. Many supporters cheered, 
and among the Moroccan flags were many Palestinian flags, which have 
been prominent at every game involving a North African or Middle East-
ern team. (PHOTOS BY MAHMOUD HEFNAWY)
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WILL Brazil win the Qatar 2022 
World Cup? Yes and no — there is 
precedence for both.

Here is the one for the Brazil 
supporters: every time neither team has won 
each game in a group stage, the Canarinha have 
gone on to win the World Cup.

At Qatar 2022, the three teams that started 
with two wins — Brazil, France and Por-

tugal — all lost their third group match-
es to Cameroon, Tunisia and South 
Korea, respectively. 

In Sweden in 1958, Pele’s men 
advanced to the quarter-finals with 

two wins and a draw, then beat 
Wales, France and the hosts in suc-
cession.

Four years later, in Chile, they 
progressed with the same record 

before beating England, the home 
side and Czechoslovakia; and at USA 
1994 they only conceded a draw in 
their group against Sweden and then 
overcame one opponent after another 

before beating Italy in the final on pen-
alties.

Brazil’s detractors have something to 
find comfort in. The Canarinha have never 

won the title when they lost a match in the 
group stage. In this World Cup, after win-

ning the first two matches, Brazil lost to Cam-
eroon 1-0.

History notwithstanding, the prospects of 
Brazil are quite brilliant this time.

Brazil were crowned men’s football champi-
ons at the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo, hav-
ing achieved the same feat four years earlier at 
Rio 2016. In Japan, they also counted on some 
of the same players that are playing for them in 
Qatar, such as Dani Alves and Richarlison. And 
the men in yellow and green could once again 
make history in Qatar by joining a select group 
of countries that have won Olympic gold fol-
lowed by the World Cup.

Ode to Pele
After a stellar group stage, Brazil cruised 

into the World Cup quarter-finals with a 4-1 

victory over South Korea on Monday.
Brazil’s players paid tribute to legend Pele, 

who is receiving hospital treatment in Sao Pau-
lo due to his ailing health, after sauntering to 
a 4-1 FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 victory over 
Korea Republic.

Following Monday’s last-16 match at Sta-
dium 974 in Doha, the players unfurled a huge 
banner to the 82-year-old, widely regarded as 
one of the greatest players of all time.

First-half goals from Vinicius Junior, Ney-
mar, Richarlison and Lucas Paqueta saw Brazil 
put the game to bed long before Paik Seung-
ho’s stunning consolation in the second period.

“It’s hard to talk about what Pele is going 
through right now but I wish him all the best,” 
said Neymar, who made his return from an an-
kle injury to play most of the game.

“I hope he will be back in good health as 
soon as possible and that we could have at least 
comforted him with the victory,” Neymar told 
local newspapers. 

Pele’s battle with colon cancer is providing 
motivation for the players to try to win a re-
cord-extending sixth world title - the first three 
of which Pele was part of.

“He needs a lot of strength from us and this 
victory is for him, so that he can come out of 
this situation and that we can be champions for 
him,” said Vinicius.

Neymar’s return gave Brazil a huge boost 
and they were on fire right from the first min-
ute.

His 13th minute goal from the penalty spot 
took Neymar to within one goal of Pele’s record 
77 strikes for Brazil.

But he admitted there had been moments 
after he was injured in Brazil’s opening FIFA 
World Cup match against Serbia that he thought 
his tournament might be over.

“When I got injured I spent a very dif-
ficult night. I was thinking of a million dif-
ferent things,” said Neymar, who added 
he had been “crying a lot. I was afraid of 
not being able to play in this World Cup 
again but I had the support of all my team-
mates and my family who gave me strength.”  
 — WITH INPUTS FROM FIFA.COM AND MARCA
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WILL  
BRAZIL  
PREVAIL 

depending on where 
one’s sympathies lie. 
There is precedence 
for both eventualities

YES AND NO

Pele shows improvement
PELE is showing signs of “pro-
gressive improvement” following 
treatment for respiratory infec-
tion at a hospital in Sao Paulo.

The Brazilian icon was 
admitted to hospital last week, 
with the 82-year-old initially re-
ported to have been placed on 
palliative care - a claim that was 
swiftly denied by his family.

Instead, his daughters told 
Brazil’s TV Globo on Sunday 
that, though he is “sick” and 
“old,” he will be returning home 

when his condition improves.
Another positive update has 

now been shared by the Albert Ein-
stein Hospital in Sao Paulo, who 
issued a statement on Tuesday.

“The patient continues to 
evolve with progressive improve-
ment of the general condition, 
especially respiratory infection,” 
it read, while adding that he is 
“[showing] stable vital signs, 
conscious and without new com-
plications.” — STATS PERFORM/
DPA



FIFA.com 

Takehiro Tomiyasu de-
scribed his own performance 
as a “disaster” as Japan were 
knocked out of the FiFa World 
Cup™ by Croatia on Monday.

Takumi Minamino, kaoru 
Mitoma and Maya Yoshida all 
missed their spot-kicks in a 
shoot-out following a 1-1 draw 
at al Janoub Stadium, with 
Croatia advancing to a quarter-
final against Brazil.

it meant Japan have been 
eliminated from all four of 
their round of 16 appearances 
at the World Cup, while they 
have lost both of their penalty 
shoot-outs in the competition 
(also versus Paraguay in 2010).

Tomiyasu registered the 
worst pass completion rate 
of any outfield player to play 
the full 120 minutes (67.7 per 
cent), while he lost possession 
a game-high 27 times.

The arsenal defender, who 

also failed to make a single 
tackle or interception, was dis-
appointed with his display and 
said Japan need to be “much, 
much better” in the future.

“of course, we are so dis-
appointed with the result,” he 
said.

“My performance was a dis-
aster so i am sorry for the team. 
i just need to be much, much 
better to help the team.

“it was not enough and also 
for the team, we did not de-
serve to win. We were so close 
to achieving our aim. They 
were better than us.

“i can’t be proud. i am not 
satisfied about what happened. 
This is football and we need to 
be much, much better to win 
against a stronger team.”

 Tomiyasu will return to 
club duty with arsenal now and 
will hope to feature in the Pre-
mier League leaders’ first match 
after the World Cup against 
West ham on 26 December.

My performance was 
a disaster: Tomiyasu

FIFA.com

CroaTia have done it again. at the 
end of their exciting round-of-16 
game with Japan, the 2018 finalists 
edged through.

The asian side took the lead 
through Daezen Maeda, before a fine 
header from ivan Perisic pulled the 
european side level, and the game 
went to extra time and penalties.

When a shootout is required in 
the FiFa World Cup, tensions are al-
ways heightened. anxiety creeps in, 
the pressure increases, and for the 
taker, the goal can seem to shrink to 
the size of the goalkeeper.

it is no easier for the fans: the fate 
of their team, of their dream, is de-
cided from 12 yards out, and in those 

fractions of a second anything can 
happen.

There is no denying that Croatia 
rode into the quarter finals on the 
back of one standout performance: 
that of Dominik Livakovic. 

The goalkeeper’s three saves in 
the shoot-out made his team-mates’ 
task much easier. Stops from Mi-
namino, Mitoma and Yoshida saw 
the Croatian goalkeeper voted MVP 
and enabled his team to sail into the 
next round.

Livakovic admitted in the mixed 
zone after the match that he still 
did not believe what had happened: 
“i don’t know what to say. The only 
thing i can say is that i’m glad that 
i’ve made the Croatian people happy 
this evening. Not just the fans who 
were here tonight, but everyone.

“it was a pretty tough game but 
we showed that we can take on any-
one and play our game. My whole life 
in football flashed before my eyes be-
fore the first penalty, emotions that 
i’ll definitely never forget.

“We know that whoever we face 
in the next round will be a great 
team, so we’ve just got to do what 
we’ve always done and see how that 
works.” 

Goalscorer ivan Perisic was full of 
praise for Livakovic after the game. 
“Like i’ve always said, everyone in 
the squad has to contribute for Croa-

tia to do well. Tonight it was Livako-
vic’s turn,” he said. “if you’ve got a 
great goalkeeper it makes everything 
much easier. i’m really proud of him, 
he deserves this because he’s a hard-
working guy and i hope he can carry 
on like this.” 

Luka Modric also spoke of his 
feelings after the win over Japan. 
“i’m really happy, it was such a 
tough match. Japan didn’t beat Ger-
many and Spain by accident, and we 
showed our character in coming back 
from a goal down. We created lots of 
chances in the first half and we could 
have taken control of the game bet-
ter.” 

“Perhaps it wasn’t such an easy 
game but we’re a team that’s built to 
suffer and if you have to suffer then 
it’s better to get the win at the end 
of it,” said the Croatia captain with a 
laugh.

“Plenty of teams have won the 

World Cup on penalties, they’re part 
of the game. Tonight Livakovic made 
three impressive saves,” he said.

“i’ve watched shoot-outs from the 
sidelines in the past and it’s not fun 
at all, i’d much rather be involved 
and be taking one. i never thought 
about it possibly being my last game 
for Croatia, because when it went to 
penalties i told everyone that Livako-
vic would save them,” he added.

Forward ante Budimir spoke to 
FiFa+ about his side’s victory and 
their goalkeeper: “it was a really 
great game, and it was nice to get 
the win. it wasn’t easy. We used up 
a lot of emotional energy, but that’s 
football and that’s why we love it. 
Dominik was absolutely unbeliev-
able. his saves put us in the right 
frame of mind and allowed us to be 
much calmer for our own penalties, 
definitely.” 

“We’re delighted to be in the 
quarter finals,’ he went on. “Japan 
were really solid, they did well in a 
tough group with Spain and Ger-
many, and we know that this would 
be a tough game. We respect them so 
much, we had to try and give every-
thing.” 

Nikola Vlasic was next in line for 
our interviewer, and he also spoke 
of his emotions. “This is history for 
Croatia. a hugely important achieve-
ment, which makes us proud. We’re 

delighted with what we’ve been able 
to do so far.” 

“of course you can practise pen-
alties, but it’s never the same as be-
ing in a match situation,” he said. 
“You might score every single one in 
training, but when it’s sudden death 
at a World Cup, it’s a different story. 
Packed stadium, emotions running 
high, it’s completely different.

“Livakovic was magnificent - 
those three saves helped us so much. 
When your goalkeeper saves three 
penalties you really should be win-
ning the shoot-out. Now we’re ready 
to take on anyone.” Livakovic’s per-
formance is undoubtedly the result 
of a process begun some time ago, 
which is now showing the results the 
goalkeeper hoped for.

in episode six of the FiFa+ exclu-
sive series Captains, Modric is shown 
speaking one-to-one with Livakovic 
on the night before the final qualify-
ing match against russia. 

The captain says to Livakovic, 
who was dropped for the game, that 
he does not give off an air of confi-
dence, and the rest of the team picks 
up on that.

That conversation was probably 
a large part of the reason why Li-
vakovic picked himself up, became 
manager Zlatko Dalic’s undisputed 
number one, and ultimately the hero 
against Japan.

Bento says he won’t renew his 
contract as South Korea coach

dpA 
Berlin

PauLo Bento confirmed he 
will not renew his contract 
with South korea after their 
World Cup exit by defeat to 
Brazil on Monday.

Vinicius Junior, Neymar, 
richarlison and Lucas Paque-
ta were all on target as the pre-
tournament favourites raced 
into a four-goal lead inside 36 
minutes at Stadium 974.

a long-range Paik Seung-
ho strike in the second half 
proved a mere consolation for 
South korea, whose journey in 
Qatar came to an abrupt end.

Bento, appointed in 2018 
as Shin Tae-yong’s successor, 
confirmed the Brazil defeat 
will be his last with the Tae-
geuk Warriors, after agree-
ing to stay in charge until 
the end of their World Cup  
campaign.

“From now, we just have to 
think of the future, and it will 
not be with the national team 
for South korea,” he said. “i 
rest, and then i see what hap-
pens after.

“i just announced to the 
players and president of the 
confederation this decision i 
made in September. This was 
a decision set in stone, and to-
day i confirmed it.

“i have to thank them for 
everything, they gave their 
best. i have been proud to be 
their manager.” 

South korea were appear-
ing in their first knockout-

stage game in 
the competition 
since 2010, though 
failed to deliver against 
Tite’s host of global stars.

They will still head home 
with great memories in the 
Middle east after snatching an 
unlikely Group h qualification 
with hwang hee-chan’s inju-
ry-time strike against Portugal 
edging out uruguay for second 
place.

“at this time, it is not easy 
to give a summary of every-
thing in the World Cup, and 
especially due to it not ending 
yet,” Bento added.

“i can only tell you about 
our participation, which end-
ed today, i believe it ended in 
a fair manner. We have to con-
gratulate Brazil because they 
are better than us.

“What we did do in the 
World Cup was something 
to make us very proud - as 
well as all the process to 
get here for the last four 
years - i believe what 
we’ve done in the group 
stage was very good.”
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South Korea’s Portuguese 
coach Paulo Bento ges-
tures during the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 
16 match against Brazil 
at the Stadium 974 on 
Monday. (afp)

There is no denying 
that Croatia rode  

into the  
quarter-finals  
because of one  

standout  
performance: that  

of Livakovic

Croatia’s midfielder Mario Pasalic and Japan’s defender Takehiro Tomi-
yasu jump to head the ball at the Al Janoub Stadium on Monday. (afp)

Plenty of teams have won the 
World Cup on penalties, they’re 
part of the game. Tonight 
Livakovic made three 
impressive saves.
– Luka Modric

 I told everyone that Livakovic would 
save Japan’s penalties, says Modric

Croatia’s goalkeeper 
Dominik Livakovic saves 
a penalty from Japan’s 
forward  Kaoru Mitoma 
during the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 round of 16 
match against between 
Japan at the Al Janoub 
Stadium on Monday. (afp)



dpa
berlin

Germany coach Hansi Flick has reacted with 
frustration to the exit of national team director Oli-
ver Bierhoff in the aftermath of last week’s group 
stage exit at the World Cup, which also raises ques-
tions about his own future.

“my coaching team and I are finding it dif-
ficult to imagine how the void created by Oliver’s 
departure can be filled, both professionally and 
personally,” Flick said in a personal statement on 
the German Football Federation (DFB) website on 
Tuesday.

“Our cooperation was always characterised by 
loyalty, team spirit, trust and reliability. Together-
ness was the Dna of our team. For me personally, 
Oliver was my first contact and friend within the 
team. We had the 2024 european Championship 
project in Germany as our common goal.” 

Bierhoff, whose goals in the final gave Germa-
ny the euro 1996 title, left his position as national 
team and academy CeO the previous day after 18 
years at the DFB, saying “I am clearing the way for 
a new path to be followed.” 

Flick had said after Germany’s second 
straight World Cup group stage exit 

that he would not retire but his 
statement Tuesday appears to 

indicate that he is only ready 
to continue if a new partner 
of his liking is found in suc-
cession of Bierhoff.

Flick is set to explain the 
Qatar debacle on Wednes-

day in a meeting with DFB 
president Bernd neuendorf 

and German Football League 
(DFL) supervisory board chief 

Hans-Joachim Watzke, with his future 
to nbe decided afterwards.

The 54-year-old thanked those who supported 
him “during this time with their commitment, ide-
as and passion.” However, he realized the perfor-
mances of the German team in russia and Qatar 
failed to live up to earlier successes.

“That’s why I’m not leaving without necessary 
self-criticism. Over the past four years, we haven’t 
managed to build on earlier successes and give the 
fans reason to cheer again,” Bierhoff said in his res-
ignation speech on monday evening.

“Some decisions we were convinced of have not 
turned out to be the right ones. no one regrets that 
more than I do. I take responsibility for that.”

Despite resigning from his position at DFB, Bi-
erhoff had no doubt that the sport would continue 
to be a part of his life: “Football has shaped my life 
and will continue to accompany me. It has been 
a great honour for me to have worked in German 
football for so long.”

Hertha Berlin general manager Fredi Bo-
bic and former DFB techical director matthias 
Sammer have been named as possible suc-
cessors of Bierhoff, but there have also been 
suggestions of a sporting director position for 
which former midfielder Sami Khedira could be 
a candidate.

STEPPING 
ASIDE FROM 
ThE ROLE 

Mother and son from Zimbabwe proud to be FIFA World Cup volunteers

Bierhoff’s exit 
from German  
job frustrates 
coach Flick

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

ruFarO makambira-Chindalo is 
supporting operations at the main 
media Centre, while her son Kundai 
is a spectator services volunteer at 
Khalifa International Stadium, one 
of eight state-of-the-art venues host-
ing Qatar 2022 matches.

rufaro has become a seasoned 
volunteer since moving to Doha in 
2019 to work as a support teacher for 
disabled children at Cardiff Interna-
tional School. She previously volun-
teered at numerous football tourna-
ments in Qatar, including the CaF 
Super Cup, aFC Champions League, 
amir Cup and FIFa arab Cup

“Volunteering has increased my 
confidence and helped me become 
comfortable approaching people 

and striking up conversations. Im-
mersing myself in volunteering also 
helped me to understand and appre-
ciate the local culture here in Qatar. 
I was struck by how lovely and wel-
coming everyone is,” said rufaro to 
FIFa.Com, whose role is based at the 
Qatar national Convention Centre.

rufaro’s experiences encouraged 
Kundai, an undergraduate who lives 
in Harare, Zimbabwe, to volunteer 
at last year’s FIFa arab 
Cup, with an eye on be-
ing a part of the first 
FIFa World Cup in the 
middle east and arab 
world.

rufaro added: 
“The skills, expe-
rience and social 
interactions are 
priceless. I wanted 

Kundai to have all these experiences. 
I knew volunteering would help him 
grow and develop, and feel a sense 
of pride and fulfilment.” Kundai is 
enjoying his stint at Khalifa, which 
will host the third-place play-off on 
17 December, after staging seven 
matches up to the round of 16 stage.

“I love helping people and my 
role at Khalifa is all about assisting 
fans in the stadium. Volunteering 

has helped improve my com-
munication and network-

ing skills, and given me so 
much confidence – I am 
really enjoying meeting 
people from all over 
the world,” said Kundai, 
a student at Zimbabwe 

ezekiel Guti uni-
versity.

“I want fans to 

have a great experience and for my 
interactions to have a positive im-
pact on them. I am also a big football 
fan so to be part of this tournament 
is a once-in-a-lifetime experience.”

Kundai went on to say volunteer-

ing will support his education and 
career prospects.

“I am a sports coordinator at my 
university in Zimbabwe and when I 
go back I intend to share the knowl-
edge I have gained in Qatar – skills 
like teamwork, organising and strat-
egies,” said Kundai, who is studying 
to obtain a humanity and social sci-
ences degree. “my goal is to become 
a social entrepreneur – someone 
who positively impacts society – and 
all these skills will be priceless.”

Speaking about the opportunity 
to be part of a global mega-event 

alongside her son, rufaro said: “It 
is amazing – so very special. The 

World Cup will not just leave a 
lasting legacy for Qatar and 
the arab region, it will also 
leave a lasting legacy for our 
family.”

Doha chosen to host the 2025 
ITTF World Table Tennis Finals

agENcIES/TNN
AmmAn (JOrDAn)

THe 2025 ITTF World Table Ten-
nis Championships Finals is set to 
be staged in Doha, Qatar following a 
vote from member associations on 
Tuesday day at the annual General 
meeting, during the ITTF Summit. 
Doha won 57 votes against 39 for 
the other candidate city, alicante, 
Spain.

The three days of meetings con-
cluded in amman, Jordan.

Doha, the capital of Qatar, is lo-
cated on the country’s eastern coast 

and is a destination city for tourists 
and major sporting events alike. It is 
currently hosting football’s greatest 
extravaganza - the FIFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

The ITTF announcement con-

tinues Doha’s longstanding associa-
tion as one of the most established 
cities in global table tennis.

Having been hotspot for major 
events for almost three decades, the 
Qatari capital has recently proved it-
self a key location and launchpad for 
a new era in table tennis. The WTT 
middle east Hub in 2021 marked 
the first official events of World 
Table Tennis, successfully holding 
back-to-back Contender and Star 
Contender events in march last year. 
Qatar’s commitment to staging pre-
mium blockbuster events guaran-
tees more historic memories will be 

made when the World Champion-
ships Finals lands in Doha in 2025.

The last World Championships 
Finals were staged in Houston, 
uSa in 2021 and was broadcasted 
in more than 200 territories to over 
500 million fans. as momentum 
builds on the global table tennis 
calendar, all eyes will be on Doha 
to host an event that continues IT-
TF’s mission to stage entertainment 
driven events while maintaining the 
tradition and history of the champi-
onships for both players and fans.

Doha will mark the 59th edition 
of the World Championships.
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A file photo of Germany’s manager Oliver Bierhoff on the pitch ahead of the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group E match against Spain at the Al Bayt Stadium in Al Khor, 
north of Doha recently. Germany’s team director Oliver Bierhoff has stepped aside two years early after his country crashed out in the group stage for the second 
consecutive World Cup, the national association said on Monday. (AFP)

Flick to explain 
World Cup debacle 

today to German 
football president  

and DFB board

Rufaro Makambira-Chindalo 
and her son Kundai  
support operations at  
the Main Media Centre.
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Afc.com 
Doha 

Bukayo Saka said England 
have no reason to feel inferior 
to France as they prepare to 
face the FIFa World Cup hold-
ers in a blockbuster quarter-
final.

Fuelled by the brilliance of 
kylian Mbappe, France have 
powered through to the last 
eight in formidable fashion as 
they look to retain the trophy.

Mbappe is the tourna-
ment’s leading scorer with five 
goals and his lethal form has 
convinced many pundits to 
make France the favourites in 
the last-eight showdown at the 
al Bayt Stadium on Saturday.

Even England boss Gareth 
Southgate conceded after his 
team’s 3-0 win against Sen-
egal in the last 16 that France 
will pose the “acid test” of the 
Three Lions’ title bid.

But England forward Saka, 
who scored against Senegal 
after being selected instead of 
Marcus Rashford, is adamant 
his side deserve as much re-
spect as Les Bleus.

“We know the qualities 
they have but we also know 
our own qualities. We’ve had 
three clean sheets and at the 
same time we’ve scored the 
most goals (in the tourna-
ment),” Saka told reporters.

“There’s a lot of tourna-
ment experience now. If you 
look at the results from the 
last few tournaments we’ve 
been in, we’ve got to a semi-
final and a final. So when the 
big games come, we have a lot 
of players who know what they 
need to do.

“We are feeling good right 
now. of course, we have to 
believe we can win the tourna-

ment.” 
Saka acknowledged 

France’s threat, saying: 
“There’s only one kylian 
Mbappe. He’s up there with 
the best players in the world.

“We know the quality he 
has and we have to be pre-
pared to stop him. But not just 
him, France have lots of other 
quality players.

However, Saka suggested 
England, scorers of 12 goals in 
four games, have done enough 
at the FIFa World Cup Qatar 
2022 to show they can take the 
game to France rather than fo-
cus on containing them.

“That’s no doubt the qual-
ity we have in our team. We 
are blessed with an amazing 
frontline with so much qual-
ity,” Saka said.

England’s first FIFa World 
Cup meeting with France since 
1982 is expected to be a tight 
affair and if penalties are re-
quired to settle the tie, Saka is 
ready to take one.

The arsenal forward was 
one of three England players 
to miss during their shootout 
defeat against Italy in the Euro 
final.

Mbappe is the tournament’s leading 
scorer with five goals and his lethal 

form has convinced many pundits to 
make France the favourites in the 
last-eight showdown at the Al Bayt 

Stadium on Saturday

England’s forward Bukayo Saka celebrates after scoring his team’s third goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match against 
Senegal at the Al Bayt Stadium recently. (aFP)

England’s forward Harry Kane strikes the ball during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match 
against Senegal at the Al Bayt Stadium. (aFP)

France’s forward Kylian Mbappe celebrates after scoring his team’s third goal during the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match against Poland at the Al Thumama Stadium. (aFP)

We know the qualities 
they have but we also 
know our own qualities. 
We’ve had three clean 
sheets and at the same 
time we’ve scored the 
most goals (in the 
tournament)
– Bukayo Saka

England won’t 
fEar francE, 
says saka
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Cristiano ronaldo 
started on the bench 
and was only a spec-
tator as his stand-
in Gonçalo ramos 
scored the first hat-
trick of the World 
Cup in Qatar to lead 
Portugal to a 6-1 win 
over switzerland and 
into the quarter-finals.

they are now set for a clash with 
Morocco, who continued their stunning 
run at the World Cup as they upset dis-
appointing former champions spain 3-0 
on penalties earlier on tuesday.

the 21-year-old ramos, , making his 
first-ever international start, became the 
youngest player to strike three times in 
a World Cup knockout match since Pele 
in 1958.

Pepe, raphael Guerreiro and rafael 
Leao were also on target for a rampant 
Portugal, who booked a showdown with 
Morocco on saturday for a place in the 
last four in Qatar.

ronaldo, 37 and now without a club 
after his departure from Manchester 
United, has hogged the headlines during 
the tournament while looking a shadow 
of his former self.

the only man to score at five World 
Cups, ronaldo was left out by coach Fer-
nando santos against the 
swiss following his 
angry response 
to being sub-
stituted in 
the last 
g r o u p 
game.

it was a bold call to omit a player 
with a record 118 international 
goals in favour of giving a 
full debut to ramos, the 

Benfica striker who 
had played just 33 
minutes across 
three previous 
appearances.

But it took 
just 17 minutes for 

ramos to reward 
santos’ faith, and to 
achieve something 
ronaldo has never done 
-- score in a World Cup 
knockout game.

Joao Felix clipped delicate-
ly into the feet of ramos, 
who quickly swivelled 
past Fabian schaer and 
rifled into the roof of the 
net past a stunned Yann sommer.

otavio, who returned to the Portugal 
midfield after injury in their opening 
match, shot straight at sommer before 
ramos did likewise moments later.

Xherdan shaqiri drew a fingertip 
stop from Diogo Costa with a dipping 
free-kick from distance, but 
Portugal soon had their sec-
ond.

Bruno Fernandes 
whipped in a corner and the 
39-year-old Pepe towered 
above the swiss defence to 
powerfully head home.

Diogo Dalot hacked 
remo Freuler’s header off 

the line after Diogo 
Costa failed 

to properly deal with a cross, 
but the swiss simply had 

no answers against an 
irresistible Portugal.

ramos turned 
in his second from 
close range six 
minutes into the 
second half from 
Dalot’s cross 
down the right.

He then 
turned provider by 

playing in Guerrei-
ro to lash in another 

just four minutes later 
as the swiss defence was 

ruthlessly ripped apart.
it was also ra-

mos who inadvertently 
glanced a corner to-
wards Manuel akanji 

at the far post as the Manchester City 
centre-back pulled one back for switzer-
land.

ramos completed his treble after 
more outstanding work from Felix, non-
chalantly dinking over sommer with one 
of his final touches before making way 
for ronaldo.

the five-time Ballon d’or win-
ner’s introduced elicited the big-
gest roar of the night. ronaldo 
did have the ball in the back of the 
net but it was ruled out for a clear 
offside.

Leao capped off a sensational 
Portugal performance with a ter-

rific curling strike in stoppage time
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No upset here
Ramos bags hat-tRick as PoRtugal cRush swiss to Reach wc quaRteRs

Cristiano Ronaldo reacts as Spain’s coach Fernando Santos walks past 
him at the Lusail Stadium on Tuesday. Ronaldo was benched for most 
part of the Swiss game following his angry response to being  
substituted in the last group game.  by MAhMouD hefnAwy/QT

SCORELINE
Portugal Switzerland

6 1
Gonçalo Ramos 17’, Pepe 33’, 
Ramos 51’, Raphaël Guerreiro 55’ 
Ramos 67’, Rafael Leão 90’+2’

M. Akanji 58'

Portugal’s forward 
Rafael Leao

Portugal’s defender 
Raphael Guerreiro

Portugal players celebrate a 
goal during the match against 

Switzerland at Lusail Stadium on 
Tuesday. (aFP)

Portugal’s forward Goncalo Ramos and 
defender Pepe jump for a header during 
the match against Switzerland, at Lusail 

Stadium on Tuesday. (aFP)


