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With top star Neymar back in 
the team, a brilliant Brazil gave 
South Korea no chance and 
cruised to the Qatar World Cup 
quarter-finals with a 4-1 win at 
Stadium 974 on Monday.

it was also the first time 
since 1954 that a team had led 
4-0 at half time at a FiFA World 
Cup.

the game also marked the 
end of a historic Asian participa-
tion that saw three sides reach 
the Round of 16, despite none of 
them going further.

Brazil will now meet Croa-
tia, who advanced earlier after 
beating Japan 3-1 in a dramatic 
shoot-out following a 1-1 draw.

Vinicius Junior kicked-off 
the Brazilian gala after receiv-
ing a low cross from Raphinha 
in the seventh minute, and Ney-
mar, returning from injury after 
missing two games, doubled 
their lead from the spot in the 
13th.

Richarlison did magic in the 
29th as he scored another stun-
ner after his bicycle kick finish in 
their opener against Serbia, and 
Lucas Paqueta with a first-time 
finish sealed the quarter-final 
spot still in the first half.

Brazil even missed other 
good chances, leaving the feel-
ing that they could have scored 
twice as much as they did before 
the break.

in the second half, the team 
coached by tite slowed down 
the pace, but still saw Raphinha 
being denied twice from close 
range by keeper Kim Seung-
Gyu.

South Korea pulled one back 
in the 76th from a stunning 
long-distance shot from Paik Se-
ung-ho and, even though they 
forced keeper Alisson to make 
some excellent saves, the goal 
came too late for a comeback.

“We dream with the world 
title and must now go forward 
step by step.

We’re well prepared for 
that,” Neymar told Brazilian 
broadcasters Globo tV.

team-mate Vinicius Junior 
added: “We’re growing in the 
competition, we’re getting more 
confident. today we faced a 
team that gave us a lot of space.” 
the Real Madrid player didn’t 
tremble when he was face to face 
with keeper Kim Seung-Gyu and 
finished off Raphinhas’s low 
cross to give the five-time record 
champions the earlier lead.

it didn’t take long for them 
to find the net again as Neymar 
scored his first goal in Qatar 
from the spot after Richarli-
son was brought down by Jung 
Woo-Young.

Neymar had missed the 
group stage games against 
Switzerland and Cameroon af-
ter suffering an ankle injury in 
their opener against Serbia. the 
team’s top star, however, was 
fit in time to start in the last 16 
clash.

“i was afraid i wouldn’t 
make it. i was really worried i 
wouldn’t be able to continue, 
but the recovery work has paid 
off,” the Paris Saint-Germain 
forward said.

South Korea sparked some 
danger in the 17th, when hwang 
hee-Chan forced Alisson to 
make a big save, but that was 
their only good chance in the 
first half.

Richarlison, who scored a 
beautiful goal against Serbia, 

then added another stunner to 
his name in the 29th. he started 
off a beautiful ping-pong build-
up with some ball juggling, and 
was then found by Casemiro to 
slot it home.

Lucas Paqueta in the 36th 
practically put the game to bed 
with a first-time strike in the 
36th to complete Vinicius Jun-
ior’s assist.

After the break, Raphinha 
was denied twice by Kim Seung-
Gyu as Brazil seemed to have 
started saving energy for the 
quarter-final clash against Croa-
tia.

South Korea were danger-
ous again in the 70th, as hwang 
hee-chan’s powerful half-volley 

forced Alisson to make an ex-
cellent save, just five minutes 
before Paik Seung-ho found the 
back of the net, as his side said 
goodbye to the World Cup.

“it was a difficult match 
as we expected. We knew we 
were going to face a very strong 
team,” South Korea coach Paulo 
Bento said.

“Obviously our mission got 
a bit more complicated with 
an early goal conceded. After 
that, every time the got close 
to the goal, they scored,” Bento 
added.

After the game, the Brazilian 
players paid a tribute to football 
great Pele, holding a banner 
with his picture.
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Brazil players stand behind a banner honouring Brazilian legend Pele after FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match against South Korea at Stadium 974 in Doha on Monday. (aFP)
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Brazil South Korea

4 1
Vinicius Jr 7’, Neymar 13’ (P), Richar-
lison 29’, Lucas Paqueta 36’;

Paik Seung-ho 76
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 I was afraid I 
wouldn’t make 
it. I was really 
worried I 
wouldn’t be 
able to 
continue, but 
the recovery 
work has paid 
off.

Brazil forward 
Neymar

Brazil’s forward #10 
Neymar celebrates with 
Brazil’s forward #20 
Vinicius Junior, Brazil’s 
forward #11 Raphinha 
and Brazil’s midfielder 
#07 Lucas Paqueta after 
scoring his team’s second 
goal from the penalty 
spot during FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 Round 
of 16 match against 
South Korea at Sta-
dium 974 in Doha on 
Monday. (aFP)
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Croatia goalkeeper Dominik Liva-
kovic saved three of four penalties in 

a dramatic shoot-out as the 2018 final-
ists ended Japan’s stunning run at the Qatar 

World Cup on Monday 3-1 for a place in the quar-
ter-finals.

Livakovic saved the first two spot kicks from 
takumi Minamino and Kaoru Mitoma, and, after 
being beaten by takuma asano, also from captain 

Maya Yoshida.
that allowed Mario Pasalic to clinch 

matters for Croatia and break Japan’s 
hearts, after Nikola Vlasic and Marce-

lo Brozovic converted while Marko 
Livaja was denied by the left post.

the score was locked at 1-1 
after 120 minutes in the first 
game at the tournament that 
went beyond 90 minutes.

Japan led from Daizen Mae-
da shortly before half-time as the 

Samurai Blue seemed on course 
towards another shock after beat-

ing former champions Germany and 
Spain 2-1 in the group stage, but ivan 

Perisic headed a 55th-minute equalizer.
Croatia reached the last eight for the 

third time after 1998 and 2018, and on 
Friday they will face either record five-time 

champions Brazil or South Korea, who meet 
later Monday.

they had needed extra-time in all three 
knock-out games en route to the 2018 final which 
they then lost 4-2 against France in 90 minutes, 
and even penalties in two of them.

“they had taken strong penalties but we ana-
lysed that beforehand. it wasn’t perfect penalties, 

and i was able to save them well,” man-of-the 
match Livakovic said.

the Dinamo Zagreb player became the third 
goalkeeper to make three saves in a World 

Cup shoot-out, joining Portugal’s ricardo 
in 2006 against England and country-
man Danijel Subasic 2018 against Den-
mark. Japan meanwhile missed a first-

ever quarter-final berth for the third time, having 
also lost on penalties against Paraguay in 2010, and 
3-2 in stoppage time against Belgium in 2018 after 
leading 2-0.

“We have given everything throughout this 
tournament and had great results, coming back 
against Spain and Germany. i am proud of my 
team, proud of my team-mates,” Yoshida told beiN 
Sport.

Croatia coach Zlatko Dalic had to replace the 
ill full back Borna Sosa with Borna Barisic. Japan 
helmsman Hajime Moriyasu made three changes, 
including fieling Freiburg’s ritsu Doan who had 
scored against Germany and Spain after coming on 
but not in the 1-0 defeat against Costa rica when he 
was a starter.

the Samurai Blue started brightly and almost 
snatched a third-minute lead but defender Shogo 
taniguchi headed wide when he should have done 
better of Wataru Endo’s cross.

Five minutes later Perisic dispossessed take-
hiro tomiyasu with the help of a little shove but 
then failed to beat goalkeeper Shuichi Gonda from 
a tight left angle.

But Japan were livelier and Daichi Kamada 
should have scored in the 40th when he instead 
completely fluffed his shot high and wide.

Japan were finally awarded for their efforts in 
the the 43rd when the ball fell to Celtic’s Maeda to 
smash home in a scramble after a corner kick.

But Croatia were level out of the blue in the 55th 
when Perisic headed Dejan Lovren’s cross into the 
bottom right corner from some 13 metres out.

the goal gave them confidence against a now 
more cautious opponent as substitute ante Bu-
dimir headed wide and Perisic also missed the 
target.

But Japan also had one last chance before ex-
tra-time when tomiyasu should have shot instead 
of trying to pass with only Livakovic to beat.

the added 30 minutes saw no telling chance 
apart from Kaoru Mitoma’s shot right at Livakovic 
while Croatian substitute Lovro Majer aimed wide 
with seconds left as the affair went to the deciding 
shoot-out where Japan finally ran out of luck.

“it is tough but i am really proud of what we’ve 
done. and i’ve really enjoyed this tournament,” 
Yoshida said.

Japan stopped

Keeper Livakovic the hero 
as Croatia beat Japan 
on penalties to reach 

quarterfinals

PAGE 2 | SPortS Tuesday, december 6, 2022

  Croatia have won both of their 
previous World Cup penalty shootouts 
(vs Denmark and Russia in 2018), 
while Japan have lost their only previ-
ous shootout in the competition (vs 
Paraguay in 2010).

  Croatia have 
avoided defeat in five 
of their last six World 
Cup matches in which 
they have conceded 
the first goal (W2 
D3 L1), with three of 
these games going 
to a penalty shootout 
(also vs Denmark and 
Russia in 2018).

Croatia had the  
baCking of history

Japan’s defender #19 Hiroki Sakai reacts to his team’s loss at the Al Janoub  
Stadium in Al Wakrah on Monday. (AFP)

SCORELINE
Japan Croatia

1
Ivan Perisic 55’

1-3
Penalties

Daizen Maeda 43’

1

Croatia’s goalkeeper Dominik Livakovic 
celebrates with Mario Pašalic. (AFP)



Kylian Mbappe leads the race 
for the adidas Golden boot. 
seven players are now two 
Goals behind.

5 goals
Kylian Mbappe (France)

3 goals
Alvaro Morata (Spain)
Lionel Messi (Argentina)
Marcus Rashford (England)
Bukayo Saka (England)
Olivier Giroud (France)
Enner Valencia (Ecuador) *
Cody Gakpo (Netherlands)

2 goals

Bruno Fernandes (Portugal)
Niclas Fullkrug (Germany) *
Vincent Aboubakar (Cameroon) *
Mehdi Taremi (IR Iran) *
Robert Lewandowski (Poland) *
Kai Havertz (Germany) *
Giorgian de Arrascaeta (Uruguay) *
Ritsu Doan (Japan)
Ferran Torres (Spain)
Richarlison (Brazil)
Cho Guesung (Korea Republic)
Andrej Kramaric (Croatia)
Julian Alvarez (Argentina)
Breel Embolo (Switzerland)
Mohammed Kudus (Ghana) *
Aleksandar Mitrovic (Serbia) *
Salem Al-Dawsari (Saudi Arabia) *
(* Denotes a player whose team 
have been eliminated).

Golden Boot criteria
The Golden Boot will be awarded 
to the player who scores the most 
goals at Qatar 2022. If two players 
are equal, the one with the most 
assists will win it. If two or more 
players are still equal, the one who 
has played the fewest minutes will 
triumph.

Golden Boot winners
1930: Guillermo Stabile (8 goals)
1934: Oldrich Nejedly (5)
1938: Leonidas da Silva (7)
1950: Ademir de Menezes (8)
1954: Sandor Kocsis (11)
1958: Just Fontaine, France (13)
1962: Florian Albert, Garrincha, 

Valentin Ivanov, Drazan Jerkovic, 
Leonel Sanchez and Vava (4)

1966: Eusebio (9)
1970: Gerd Muller (10)
1974: Grzegorz Lato (7)
1978: Mario Kempes (6)
1982: Paolo Rossi (6)
1986: Gary Lineker (6)
1990: Toto Schillaci (6)
1994: Oleg Salenko and 
Hristo Stoichkov (6)
1998: Davor Suker (6)

2002: Ronaldo (8)
2006: Miroslav Klose (5)

2010: Thomas Muller (5)
2014: James Rodriguez (6)

2018: Harry Kane (6)

Qatar 2022 – 
The top  

goalscorersCurrently the top 
scorer at FIFA World 

Cup Qatar 2022, Kylian 
Mbappe is stacking up 
records and top-class 
performances at the 
same lightning speed

There are plenty of stories 
still to unfold at the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, but 
the mark left on the 22nd 
edition of the tournament 
by Kylian Mbappe is al-

ready lookiwng indelible.
On Sunday evening the French for-

ward reminded us all why he is the centre 
of everyone’s attention and why his name 
is never far from the lips of pundits and 
fans. In scoring a brace against Poland in 
the round of 16, the Paris Saint-Germain 
player notched his fourth and fifth goals 
of the tournament, jumping to top of the 
goalscorers list.

It is the first time in the history of the 
tournament that a player has scored twice 
in the round of 16 of two consecutive edi-
tions. In russia 2018, the boy from the 
Parisian suburb of Bondy scored twice in 
Les Bleus’ unforgettable 4-3 victory over 
Argentina.

“he’s exceptional”, defender Jules 
Kounde told FIFA+ after the Poland 
game. “he was superb yet again tonight, 
with two goals and an assist. But the most 
important thing is that he always plays for 
the team, it’s a collective effort.” 

Mbappe is indeed no solo artist, giv-
en that Olivier Giroud’s record-breaking 
52nd goal for the French national team 
came from a neatly disguised through-ball 
from the vibrant French star.

At 23, Mbappe is at the peak of his 
powers and has already left behind French 
legends such as Thierry henry, Michel 
Platini and Zinedine Zidane with his nine 
World Cup goals (his five in Qatar added 
to his four from 2018). Quite simply, no-
body has scored so many World Cup goals 
before his 24th birthday. Not even Pele, 
nor the great ronaldo, nor even the top 
scorer in World Cup history, Miroslav 
Klose, could lay claim to such a record at 
the same age.

Talking of comparisons, Mbappe has 
as many World Cup goals as Lionel Messi, 
and one more than Cristiano ronaldo. 
And with one key difference: the two icons 
are both the wrong side of 35 and playing 
their fifth World Cup, while the French 
star is only in his second. Not to men-
tion that he already has a winners’ medal 
at home, something that neither of those 
two legends can boast.

So how far can this amazing young 
man, for whom everything seems so easy, 
go? Surpassing Klose’s total of 16 World 
Cup goals seems genuinely feasible given 
how young Mbappe is. Joining the select 
group of legends who have won the com-
petition twice also seems within his grasp, 
given the strength of French football.

Anyone who wondered if Mbappe 
might struggle for motivation in 2022, 
relative to 2018 when he won the trophy, 
received their answer from the French 
prodigy in the post-match press con-
ference: “This is the competition of my 
dreams”, he stated. “My sole objective is 
winning the World Cup. That’s my dream, 
my only dream. That’s why I’m here.

however Mbappe insisted he was not 
bothered about the prospect of winning 
the Golden Ball for the tournament’s best 
player. “The only objective for me is to win 
the World Cup which means now to win 
the quarter-final,” said Mbappe.

Nobody can say how far Mbappe can 
go in his career, or even if he will one day 
become the greatest player in World Cup 
history – if indeed it is truly possible 
to definitively bestow that subjective 
honour on one player.

What can be said for certain is that just 
as the names of Pele, Maradona, ronaldo, 
Klose or Zidane have become inextricably 
linked to the World Cup, the same is al-
ready true of Mbappe. And he is just 23.

Mbappe
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caption

France’s forward Kylian Mbappe 
(left); Argentina’s Lionel Messi 
(above);  and Spaon’s Alvaro  
Morata of Spain are among the 
leading goalscorers.

Of course, this 
World Cup is an 
obsession for me, 
it’s the competition 
of my dreams.
Kylian Mbappe  
of France

This is The 
coMpeTiTion of My 
dreaMs:
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ArgentinA star Lionel 
Messi has expressed surprise 
that germany, against which 
he has lost three times at the 
World Cup, have been elimi-
nated again in the group stage 
at the Qatar tournament.

germany beat Messi’s Ar-
gentina in the quarter-finals 
in 2006 and 2010, and in the 
2014 final.

Four-time World Cup 
winners germany went out in 
the group stage like in 2018. 
Argentina are in the quar-
ter-finals, where they face 
the netherlands, and Messi 
hopes to finally lift the trophy 
in his fifth and final attempt.

Multiple media reports 
quoted the Argentine as 
saying after their last 
16 win against Aus-
tralia that “i was 
surprised that they 
went out.

“they had many 
top players, and 
they are a young 
team that is always 
among the best in a 
World Cup.

“it’s surpris-
ing that they were 
out again in the first 
round, but that shows 

how difficult the World Cup 
is. it’s no longer the name of 
the national team that mat-
ters, but what you see on the 
pitch.

everything is becoming 
more and more equal.”

Police probe report of burglary at home of England’s Sterling

Messi surprised by 
another early German 

World Cup exit

dpa 
LonDon 

Surrey Police have con-
firmed they are investigating 
a report of a burglary at the 
home of england forward ra-
heem Sterling.

england manager gareth 
Southgate said on Sunday 
night the Chelsea star had 
returned to the uK from the 
team’s World Cup camp in 
Qatar to be with his family.

A statement from Surrey 
Police read: “We are currently 
investigating a report of a bur-
glary at an address in Oxshott, 
Leatherhead.

“Police were contacted just 
before 9pm on Saturday, De-
cember 3 after the occupants 
of the property came home 
and discovered a number of 
items including jewellery and 
watches had been stolen. en-
quiries to establish the circum-
stances are under way and the 

investigation is ongoing.
“no threat of violence 

was involved as the items 
were discovered stolen retro-
spectively. enquiries into the 
circumstances are ongoing.” 
the news of the break-in led 
to Sterling being unavailable 
for Sunday night’s 3-0 victory 
over Senegal, which has taken 
england into the World Cup 
quarter-finals.

it is not yet clear whether 
the 27-year-old will return 
for Saturday’s match against 
France, with Southgate ad-

mitting he and everyone 
else would have to “wait and 
see” regarding Sterling’s  
availability.

“raheem, as the FA state-
ment says, is having to deal 
with a family situation, so 
he’s going back to england,” 

the england boss said in the 
press conference at Al Bayt 
Stadium.

“We’ve got to give him 
time to try to resolve that or be 
there for his family. that’s the 
most important thing at this 
time, so we’re going to give 
him that space.

“it didn’t impact team se-
lection. i spent a lot of time 
with raheem this morning, 
but you know you have days 
where events happen and you 
have to deal with them.

“He’s on his way home 
and, yeah, we’re obviously 
mindful of him being allowed 
space and (having) privacy re-
spected, so we don’t want to 
talk in too much detail.

“Of course it’s not ideal for 
the group ahead of a big game, 
but it pales into insignifi-
cance - the individual is more 
important than the group in 
those moments.

“So, i needed to look after 

the situation and then i had 
to pass it on to others to deal 
with this afternoon in order to 
get him home.” england cap-
tain Harry Kane sent his best 
wishes to Sterling at the man 
of the match press conference 
in Al Khor.

“Our thoughts are with 
him and his family,” he said. 
“it is a private matter with 
him, but it’s never easy to 
see one of your team-mates 
and friends have to deal with 
something like that.

“We will take it day by day 
and take the best decision for 
him and his family.

“From us as a team we 
send him our best and hope to 
see him as soon as possible.” 

the Football Associa-
tion offered extensive secu-
rity guidance to players before 
leaving for Qatar and has an 
experienced security team on 
hand to advise and provide 
support as and when needed.

England’s forward Raheem Sterling (left) and England’s midfielder Jude 
Bellingham celebrate after England won the Qatar 2022 World Cup 
Group B football match between Wales and England at the Ahmad Bin 
Ali Stadium in Al-Rayyan recently. (aFP)

Saudi Arabia set to 
land 2027 Asian Cup 
after India withdraw

dpa 
aL Rayyan

tHe 2027 Asian Cup is likely 
to be played in Saudi Arabia 
after the only other candidate, 
india, withdrew its bid.

the Asian confederation 
AFC said on Monday that a for-
mal decision on the host will 
come at its congress in Febru-
ary 2023.

the statement said that in-
dia and Saudi Arabia had been 
shortlisted in October but that 
the AFC “has been officially no-
tified by the All india Football 
Federation (AiFF) of their de-
cision to withdraw their bid.

“Following the withdrawal 
of the AiFF bid, SAFF’s [Saudi 

Arabian Football Federation’s] 
bid to host the 19th edition of 
the AFC Asian Cup in 2027 will 
now be the only one presented 
to the 33rd AFC Congress for 
consideration,” it said.

Saudi Arabia has never 
hosted the continental tourna-
ment its team has won three 
times. the team created a big 
upset at the current World Cup 
in neighbouring Qatar when it 
beat Argentina, but it did not 
advance from the group stage.

Saudi Arabia is reportedly 
also interested in hosting the 
2030 World Cup.

the next Asian Cup 2023 
is in Qatar after original host 
China withdrew owing to strict 
coronavirus regulations.
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gAretH Southgate is relishing 
england’s “acid test” against 
reigning champions France in 
Saturday’s blockbuster World 
Cup quarter-final clash.

Having topped group B 
without much fuss, the 2018 
semi-finalists opened the 
knockout phase with a comfort-
able 3-0 victory against Senegal 
in Sunday’s last-16 encounter.

england overcame height-
ened expectations and a bright 
start by the African champions 
at Al Bayt Stadium, where they 
will return this weekend to take 
on what Southgate called “the 
very best” in Qatar.

“We’ve got a brilliant tie, 
haven’t we?” the england boss 
said of the quarter-final against 
France.

“the two quarter-finals are 
fabulous football nations, great 
history, couldn’t be more excit-
ing.

“Our history is not quite as 
good as all the others, by the 
way, but we’re really pleased.

“i’ve just been told it’s the 

first time we’ve won knockout 
games in three consecutive 
tournaments.

“that’s another bit of histo-
ry that this team has managed 
to achieve and we’ve got to keep 
trying to do that.” 

Four years ago england’s 
World Cup dreams were extin-
guished at the semi-final stage 
with an extra-time loss to Croa-
tia, which they followed up by 
reaching last year’s european 
Championship final.

those runs underlined their 
progress but Southgate has al-
ways stressed the need to start 
beating elite nations on a regu-
lar basis if they are to become 
the best side in the world.

“you know, this is the acid 

test for us,” the england boss 
told BBC radio 5 Live. “We 
know it’s a step up from every-
thing we’ve had so far.

“But the team have gar-
nered so much experience in 
the last few years.

they’re playing with confi-
dence.

“We look threatening, we’re 
scoring goals, another clean 
sheet, which was really pleasing 
to see.

“So, we’re in a good place, 
but we know the level of the op-
position as well.” Southgate’s 
selection and set-up will be dis-
cussed in great detail ahead of 
the quarter-final against star-
studded France.

But while Les Bleus have 
Kylian Mbappe, england have 
Harry Kane.

the 29-year-old produced 
three assists in the group stage 
and got off the mark in Qatar 
against Senegal, with the 2018 
golden Boot winner lashing 
home on the stroke of half-
time.

“i think for any striker when 
you haven’t scored it is there in 
the back of your mind, and you 

get that lift of confidence when 
it comes,” Southgate said in the 
post-match press conference.

“it was great. there’s still 
nobody i’d rather have in that 
moment, bearing down on goal 
and a really clinical finish, so 
that will do him the world of 
good.

“the great thing for us is 
that the goals have been spread, 
we’ve not been dependent on 
him.

“i think we have only a cou-
ple of goals from set plays as 
well, which in the past was a 
huge percentage of our goals.

“So, it’s great that we are 
showing another side to our at-
tacking play.” england’s “ruth-
lessness” delighted Southgate 
in Al Khor, where Kane found 
the net shortly after Jordan 
Henderson opened the scoring 
on a night that Bukayo Saka 
rounded off.

the 52-year-old was full of 
praise of his midfielders after 
the last-16 win and this is the 
“best version” he has seen of 
vice-captain Henderson, who is 
helping to unlock Jude Belling-
ham’s potential.

Argentina’s forward Lionel 
Messi during a training 
session at Qatar University 
on Monday. (aFP)

The news 
of the break-

in led to Sterling 
being unavailable 

for Sunday night’s 
3-0 victory over 

Senegal 

We look threatening, we’re 
scoring goals, another clean 
sheet, which was really 
pleasing to see
Gareth Southgate

Southgate relishes  
England’s quarter-final  

‘acid test’ against France

Coach Gareth Southgate gives instructions to 
England’s forward #07 Jack Grealish as he re-
places forward #20 Phil Foden (out of frame) 
during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 round 
of 16 football match against Senegal at the 
Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday. (aFP)
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Brazil great Pele sent a message of sup-
port from hospital in Sao Paulo to the na-
tional team players ahead of their World 
Cup last 16 clash with South Korea on 
Monday.

“in 1958, i walked the streets thinking 
about fulfilling the promise i made to my 
father. i know that today many have made 
similar promises and are also going in 
search of their first World Cup,” the three-
time World Cup winner tweeted.

“i’ll be watching the game from hospi-
tal and i’ll be rooting for each one of you. 
Good luck!,” he added, as he recalled mem-
ories of his World Cup debut in 1958, when 
the 17-year-old helped Brazil lift the Jules 
rimet Trophy for ther first time in Sweden.

Pele made the headlines over the past 
days due to grave concerns over his health 
after the Folha de Sao Paulo paper report-
ed Saturday that the 82-year-old had been 
transferred to a palliative ward in a local 
hospital because chemotherapy was no 
longer bringing results.

His family, however, dismissed specu-
lation that the Brazilian football icon was 
close to death.

Pele, who had a tumour removed from 
his colon last year, was last week admit-
ted to the clinic in connection with cancer 
treatment, and the hospital said he was re-
sponding well to treatment.

His family had also dismissed specula-
tion he was in a very serious condition.

They repeated this in an interview 
with TV Globo on Sunday night, with two 
daughters and a grandson saying he was 
undergoing respiratory treatment in con-
nection with a coronavirus infection.  “He 

is ill, he is old. But as soon as he is feeling 
better he will go home,” one of the daugh-
ters, Kely Nascimento said.

Her sister, Flavia Nascimento, added 
that he was in a regular ward and said: “it 
is very unfair when people say that he is 
at the end of his life and in palliative care. 

it is not true, folks. Believe us.” Grandson 
arthur arantes do Nascimento said he had 
talked on the phone with the three-time 
World Cup winner about Brazil’s first two 
games at the World Cup in Qatar, that Pele 
was moved by all the well-wishing.

Pele told him about his alleged nearing 
death: “That will happen one day but not 
today.” 

The grandson added: “He will see how 
Brazil will become world champions a 
sixth time.” 

Pele had issued a statement on social 
media on the weekend, saying: “i’m strong, 
with a lot of hope and i follow my treat-
ment as usual. i want to thank the entire 
medical and nursing team for all the care i 
have received.”

I’m strong, with a lot of hope and I 
follow my treatment as usual. I want to 
thank the entire medical and nursing 
team for all the care I have received.
Pele in a statement

Family members dismiss reports as 
Pele sends Brazil message of support
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FolloWiNG three excellent ef-
forts at the top level since mak-
ing the transfer to young French 

trainer Jean De Mieulle, the 
five-year-old Purebred arabian 
FirST ClaSSS (Dahess x Top-
poftheclass) carried the colours 
of his owner Nayef bin Saad bin 
Sharida al Kaabi to victory when 

landing the Gr.1 (Pa) Sheikh 
zayed bin Sultan al Nahyan 
Jewel Crown at abu Dhabi 
Equestrian Club on Sunday.

Partnered by ronan Thom-
as and providing his trainer 

Jean De Mieulle with a poign-
ant moment in his fledging ca-
reer, the american bred First 
Classs was recording a third 
success at Gr.1 (Pa) level, fol-
lowing victories in both Doha 

and Meydan over the previous 
12 months.

Held up in mid division 
through the early stages of the 
2,200m contest, which was 
worth 5,000,000 aED, First 
Classs travelled well and took 
closer order on the turn for home.

Coming through to lead 
inside the final 300m, First 
Classs pulled clear of the 
field and went on to score by 
a length over the fast-finish-
ing the Khalifa Bin Sheail al 
Kuwari-owned and Thomas 
Fourcy-trained lady Princess 
(General), who was ridden by 

Jim Crowley.
The al ajban Stables-owned 

and abdallah al Hammadi-
trained Hameem (Valient Boy) 
finished a further three lengths 
back in third place under Dane 
o’Neill.

First Classs is a son of 
Topoftheclass (Genuine Mon-
arch). He began his career in 
the United States, where he 
landed a Gr.3 (Pa) at lone Star 
Park. in the two seasons that 
followed, the globetrotting five-
year-old has competed in five 
individual countries and has 
now recorded seven victories.

Nayef Al Kaabi’s First Classs lands Sheikh Zayed Al Nahyan Jewel Crown

iCC
RawalpinDi

England skipper revealed why 
his side made an early declara-
tion call on day four, a decision 
that eventually helped England 
seal one of their greatest away 
wins in a Test match.

Ben Stokes stated that the 
team had “no interest in try-
ing to play for a draw” after the 
thrilling win in the rawalpindi 
Test on Monday.

‘Bazball’ had taken Test 
cricket by storm in the home se-
ries in England, but the litmus 
test for this approach was on the 
flatter and drier wickets in the 
sub-continent and England aced 
the test with flying colours in the 

first Test against Pakistan.
Stokes hailed the win as 

one of England’s greatest vic-
tories in Test cricket away from 
home. “Today we were fortu-
nate to get the ball reverse-
swinging. James anderson and 
ollie robinson were fantastic 
today. We won probably about 
8 minutes before we would’ve 
come off. This is probably up 
there as one of England’s great-
est away wins.”
Scores: England 657 (Brook 153, 
Crawley 122, pope 108, Duckett 
107) & 264 for 7 decl (Brook 87, 
Root 73, Crawley 50) beat Paki-
stan 579 (Babar 136, imam 121, 
Shafique 114, Jacks 6-161) & 
268 (Shakeel 76, anderson 4-36, 
Robinson 4-50) by 74 runs.

First Classs carried the colours of his owner Nayef bin Saad bin Sharida Al Kaabi to victory when landing the Gr.1 (PA) Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan Jewel Crown at Abu Dhabi Equestrian Club on Sunday.

Brazil supporters stand above a banner depicting Brazilian football legend Pele ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match against 
South Korea at Stadium 974 in Doha on Monday. (aFp)

Fans of Santos attend a vigil outside the Albert Einstein Israelite Hospital where Brazilian foot-
ball legend Pele is hospitalized in Sao Paulo, Brazil, on Sunday. (aFp)

pa Media/dpa
lonDon 

rENoWNED tennis coach 
Nick Bollettieri has died at the 
age of 91.

The charismatic american 
pioneered the concept of a live-
in academy and guided some of 
the biggest names in the sport, 
including andre agassi, Maria 
Sharapova, Monica Seles and 
Boris Becker.

Born in New York to italian 
immigrant parents, Bollettieri 
switched to tennis coaching af-
ter dropping out of law school 
and opened his tennis academy 

in Bradenton, Florida in 1978.
Sports management giant 

iMG bought the academy nine 
years later but Bollettieri con-
tinued to oversee its tennis pro-
gramme. The Williams sisters 
were among other players who 
benefited from the larger-than-
life Bollettieri’s help, while 
many academies have followed 
his blueprint.

Former world number two 
Tommy Haas, another Bollet-
tieri success story and current 
tournament director of the 
BNP Paribas open in indian 
Wells, wrote on instagram: “So 
many memories, i am not sure 
where to begin.

“Nickiiiii, that’s how i 
have called you for the longest 
time. Thank you for your time, 
knowledge, commitment, ex-
pertise, the willingness to share 
your skill, your personal inter-
est in mentoring me, and giving 
me the best opportunity to fol-
low my dreams.

“You were a dreamer and 
a doer, and a pioneer in our 
sport, truly one of a kind.”

renowned tennis coach  
Nick bollettieri no more

A file photo of legendary tennis 
coach Nick Bollettieri at Crandon 
Park Tennis Center in Key  
Biscayne. (Getty images/aFp)

stokes hails rawalpindi away 
win as one of england’s greatest

England’s players celebrate after the dismissal of Pakistan’s Salman Ali 
Agha on the fifth and final day of the first Test at the Rawalpindi Cricket 
Stadium, in Rawalpindi on Monday. (aFp)



VINTAGE, 

HEROIC 
DISPLAY ON DAY 16

On Day 16 of the men’s FIFA World Cup, two very different matches 
provided very different types of thrills. Brazil produced a mesmerising 
performance, scoring four goals in the first half before easing off the gas 
in a 4-1 victory over South Korea. Earlier, Croatia defeated Japan on pen-
alties after a 1-1 tie after 120 minutes. In the quarter-finals, Brazil will 
face Croatia. The colourful costumes worn by supporters of participating 
teams in Monday’s round 16 matches added colour to the tournament 
as usual.
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Chance to
write history
● It’s a great chance to continue writing our history. We’ve 
seen the euphoria in Switzerland and we’d like to give them 
another game

Portugal
start list
● I will announce it [the starting 11] to the team when we 
have arrived at the stadium, that has always been the case
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Switzerland aim to reach 
the world Cup quarter-finals 
for the first time in 68 years 
on tuesday against Portugal, 
and goalkeeper Yann Sommer 
and defender nico elvedi have 
recovered in time from illness 
to play.

Sommer and elvedi had 
missed the last group game 
against Serbia on Friday after 
catching a cold but have since 
recovered.

“the ill players who were 
absent are back on board,” 
coach Murat Yakin said on 
Monday, adding he had all 
players available and was 
“spoilt for choice.” Yakin 
praised his team as “mature 
and ready” as the Swiss seek a 
first quarter-final berth since 
the 1954 tournament they 
hosted.

“it’s a great chance to 
continue writing our history. 
we’ve seen the euphoria in 
Switzerland and we’d like to 
give them another game,” Yak-
in said.

Forward Breel embolo also 
insisted that the game against 
Cristiano ronaldo and com-
pany was not to be the end of 
the ride in Qatar.

“we want to go further, 
always further. i think every 
team that comes here has the 
highest possible goal 
- and we have that as 
well,” embolo said.

Switzerland 
and Portugal 
met twice 
this year in 
the nations 
l e a g u e , 

sharing a victory each with 
Portugal winning 4-0 and the 
Swiss 1-0.

Meanwhile, Cristiano ron-
aldo was on Monday criticised 
by his Portugal coach Fer-
nando Santos over his attitude 
when he was substituted in the 
last world Cup group game 
against South Korea.

ronaldo, 37, had argued 
and grumbled when taken off 
in the 65th minute of Friday’s 
game, with the star player and 
Santos saying later ronaldo 
had been upset with a Korean 
player.

Santos told reporters on 
Monday: “did i see the im-
ages? Yes. did i like it? abso-

lutely not. i didn’t like it at all.
“i couldn’t hear anything 

when i was on the pitch, i was 
too far away. i only heard him 
argue with the Korean player. 
But the issue has been cleared 
up and ticked off.

“these things are solved 
internally, and then it contin-
ues. everyone is focussed on 
the game,” he added ahead of 

tuesday’s last-16 date with 
Switzerland.

Santos did not reveal 
whether ronaldo would be 
starter on tuesday, saying only 
that all players are ready.

“i will announce it [the 
starting 11] to the team when 
we have arrived at the stadium, 
that has always been the case,” 
he said.

Santos has in the past al-
ways defended his superstar 
ronaldo, including around the 
circumstances of his release 
from Manchester United and 
the search for a new club - al-
though it has overshadowed 
Portugal’s appearances in Qa-
tar.

A combination of Portugal’s midfielder Bruno Fernandes (left) running with the ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group H football match at the 
Lusail Stadium in Lusail, north of Doha recently, and Switzerland’s midfielder Granit Xhaka preparing to kick the ball during the Qatar 2022 World 
Cup Group G match at Stadium 974 in Doha recently. (aFP)

Mature and ready

SwiSS
 out to challenge  

PortuGAl
DPA

BerlIn

CriStiano ronaldo is set 
to sign for Saudi Profession-
al league club al nassr on 
a two-and-a-half-year deal 
following his exit from Man-
chester United, according to 
reports.

the Portugal forward 
saw his stint at old trafford 
brought to an early conclu-
sion by mutual agreement 
last month following an 
inflammatory inter-
view with Piers 
Morgan where 
he revealed 
his unhap-
piness with 
United and 
their man-
ager erik ten 
Hag.

r o n a l d o 
has been in ac-
tion for Portugal at 
the world Cup in Qatar, 
scoring in their opening game 
of the tournament to become 
the first man to net at five dif-
ferent world Cups.

the 37-year-old wished 
to leave United ahead of the 
2022-23 season, and con-
firmed in his interview with 
Morgan that he had turned 
down a lucrative offer from a 
Saudi arabian club.

However, Marca on Mon-
day reported that riyadh-

based side al nassr are close 
to signing the five-time Bal-
lon d’or winner.

a move to the gulf 
state would mark the end of 
ronaldo’s illustrious career 
in europe, having starred 
for United, Juventus and 
real Madrid - indeed, he is 
los Blancos’ record goals-
corer.

no player has scored more 
in the Champions league 
than ronaldo, who is also the 

highest goalscorer in inter-
national football, with 

188 to his name.
at al nassr, 

he is expected 
to net close to 
?200 million 
($211 million) 
per season, 
with addition-

al economic in-
centives, a sum 

that would make 
him the highest-paid 

athlete in the world.
al nassr’s squad also in-

cludes Cameroon’s world 
Cup star Vincent aboubakar 
and former napoli goalkeep-
er david ospina.

ronaldo originally re-
turned to United ahead of the 
2021-22 campaign, but has 
mostly been frozen out under 
new boss erik ten Hag this 
season, prompting an explo-
sive interview that contrib-
uted to his departure.

Reports: Ronaldo 
set to sign for Saudi 
Arabia side Al Nassr

Riyadh-
based side Al 

Nassr are close 
to signing the five-

time Ballon d’Or 
winner, says 

marca

Switzerland’s coach 
Murat Yakin (left) and 

Switzerland’s forward 
Breel Embolo attend 

a press confer-
ence in Doha on 
Monday. (aFP)

Portugal’s forward Cristiano Ronaldo (left) and teammates Ricardo 
Horta (centre) take part in a training session at the Al Shahaniya SC 
training site on Monday. (aFP)

round of 16:  Portugal vs Switzerland (10pm) at lusail Stadium

We want to go further, 
always further. I think every 
team that comes here has 
the highest possible goal - 
and we have that as well.
Swiss forward Breel Embolo

Key Stats
 Portugal won their first two World Cup group games, 

defeating Ghana 3-2 and Uruguay 2-0, but lost 2-1 to 
South Korea as coach Fernando Santos made six 
changes to his already-qualified team.
 Switzerland beat Cameroon 1-0 and Serbia 3-2 but 
in between lost 1-0 to Brazil.
 Portugal, winners of euro 2016, have had little impact 

on World Cups, going out in the first knockout round in 2018 
and 2010, and even failing to get out of the group stage in 
2014 and 2002. In 2006, Portugal got as far as the semi-
final.
 Switzerland reached the knock-out stage in three of the 
last four World Cups but have not got to the quarter-final 
since 1954.
 Portugal captain Cristiano ronaldo needs one more goal 
to equal the Portuguese record for most World Cup goals 
held by eusebio who racked up nine in 1966 in england, the 
only World Cup tournament he played in.
 Xherdan Shaqiri’s goal against Serbia in the group stage 
meant he has found the net in more World Cup tournaments 
than any other Swiss player, having also scored in 2014 and 
2018.
 Shaqiri is one goal away from matching the most World 
Cup goals scored by a Switzerland player - six, by Sepp 
huegi, all of them in 1954.

Previous meetings:
 In 25 occasions before Tuesday’s match, Switzerland won 
11 times, Portugal nine and five matches ended in draws. 
In the nations league in June, Portugal won 4-1 in lisbon 
while Switzerland won 1-0 in Geneva.

(From L) Switzerland’s players train at the University of Doha training 
facilities in Doha on Monday. (aFP)
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Round of 16: Morocco vs Spain (6 pm) at Education City Stadium
Khalid Tawalbeh

Doha

The lone Arab team remaining in the competition, 
Morocco will give it everything when they take on 
Spain on Tuesday evening for a spot in the quarter 
finals of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. 

Morocco qualified for the round of 16 of the 2022 
World Cup after they outplayed Canada 2-1 last Fri-
day. 

Spain coach Luis enrique, while addressing the 
pre-match press conference on Monday, gave full 
credit to how the Moroccans have topped their group. 
he admitted that Spain have a difficult task in front 
of them.

“We feel good and we have the ability … I am satis-
fied with the preparations.  We will continue to rely 
on our usual way of playing and will not change our 
mindset.”

The former Barcelona coach noted that he had 
asked his players before the World Cup to prac-
tice on penalties during their training sessions with 
their clubs, stressing that all possibilities are open in 
knockout matches.

Morocco coach Walid Re-
gragui called on his team to 
believe they can defeat pow-
erhouse Spain as they at-
tempt to reach a first World 
Cup quarter-final.

The north African side are 
in the last 16 for only the second 

time after advancing 
as winners of Group 

F ahead of 2018 run-
ners-up Croatia, hav-
ing defeated Belgium 
and Canada.

“It will be a very test-
ing game for us. We’re com-

ing up against one of the best 
footballing nations in the world. 

I think they’re one of the favourites 
to reach the final,” Regragui said.

“That said, we’ve also got things up our sleeve. 
We’ve had one extra rest day compared to them and 
we’re going to try and pull a surprise out of the bag.”

Spain denied Morocco a famous win at the 2018 
World Cup with a last-gasp equalizer in a 2-2 draw, 
the only point the Moroccans picked up in Russia.

Morocco, the lone Arab and the last African team 
remaining in the competition, will have the backing 
of thousands of fans for Tuesday’s game at the edu-
cation City Stadium.

“We’ll come out swinging. We want to hoist the 
Moroccan flag way up high,” said Regragui.

“All Arabs and Africans, we want to make them 
happy. We want their prayers and we want their 
support so it can give us that extra ingredient to 
win. Before it was just the Moroccans that sup-
ported us.”

Morocco would become just the fourth 
African team to reach the quarter-finals — 
after Cameroon in 1990, Senegal in 2002 
and Ghana in 2010 — if they beat the 
2010 champions.

Morocco’s only other appearance 
in the last 16 came in 1986, when they 
lost 1-0 to eventual runners-up West 
Germany.

“I don’t think we should go out 
with any sort of complex,” said 

Regragui.
“Yes, we’re not stronger, but 

we know what Spain are made 
of. We shouldn’t be worried, we 
should have no regrets and give the 
best of ourselves.”

Spain were eliminated from the 2018 
World Cup in the last 16, but they have nev-
er suffered back-to-back exits at this point 
of the competition, and their tally of nine 
goals in the group stage was the joint-highest 

alongside england.
Morocco and Spain will be locking horns 

in the World Cup four years on from meeting 
in the group stages in Russia, where La 

Roja were indebted to a late Iago 
Aspas equaliser in a 2-2 

draw, and a similarly 
close contest should 

be on the menu on 
Tuesday.

Spain  
favouriteS but  

Morocco 
plot a SurpriSe
Morocco would become just the 
fourth African team to reach the 
quarter-finals, after Cameroon in 
1990, Senegal in 2002 and Ghana in 
2010, if they beat the 2010 
champions

Morocco’s 
midfielder #07 
Hakim Ziyech

This combination of pictures shows Spain’s coach Luis Enrique (L) and Morocco’s 
coach Walid Regragui. (aFP)

Morocco’s players train at the Al 
Duhail SC Stadium in Doha on 
Monday. (aFP)

Spain’s players attend a training session at the base camp of 
Qatar University in Doha on Monday. (AFP)

Key Stats
 Morocco are undefeated in 
six with coach Walid Regragui who 
took over the team in September. 
They have conceded one goal 
only, against Canada in their last 
match.
 Morocco have reached the 
last 16 for the second time since 
1986. It is the first time an arab 
coach has guided a team to the 
knock-out stages.
 Luis Enrique took over Spain 
in July 2018 after their elimination 
from the World Cup in Russia but 
quit in June 2019 for personal 
reasons. he rejoined the national 
team four months later.
 Luis Enrique led Spain to the 
semi-final of Euro 2020 last year, 
then to the final of the European 
Nations League before losing to 
France.
Previous meetings
 Morocco have played Spain 
three times since 1961, including 
once at the World Cup. Spain won 
twice, but the third ended in 2-2 
draw at the World Cup in Russia 
four years ago.

Yes, we’re not stronger, 
but we know what Spain 
are made of. We 
shouldn’t be worried, we 
should have no regrets 
and give the best of 
ourselves... We’ve had 
one extra rest day 
compared to them 
(Spain) and we’re going 
to try and pull a surprise 
out of the bag. We’ll 
come out swinging. We 
want to hoist the 
Moroccan flag way up 
high. All Arabs and 
Africans, we want to 
make them happy. We 
want their prayers and 
we want their support so 
it can give us that extra 
ingredient to win. Before 
it was just the 
Moroccans that 
supported us.
Morocco coach Walid 
Regragui

Spain’s midfielder 
#09 Gavi. 


