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CONTROL YOUR SPEND

EMBRACE TRAVEL, EXPERIENCE A NEW JOURNEY.
Call or WhatsApp Us on +974 4448 4848
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Dhuhr:  11:25 am 
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CrOatia goalkeeper Dominik Livakovic saved three of four penalties in a 
dramatic shoot-out as the 2018 finalists ended Japans’ stunning run at the 
Qatar World Cup on Monday 3-1 for a place in the quarter-finals. Livakovic 

saved the first two spot kicks from takumi Minamino and Kaoru Mitoma, and, af-
ter being beaten by takuma asano, also from captain Maya Yoshida. that allowed 
Mario Pasalic to clinch matters for Croatia and break Japan’s hearts, after Nikola 
Vlasic and Marcelo Brozovic converted while Marko Livaja was denied by the left 
post. the score was locked at 1-1 after 120 minutes in the first game at the 
tournament that went beyond 90 minutes. Japan led from Daizen Maeda shortly 
before half-time as the Samurai Blue seemed on course towards another shock 
after beating former champions germany and Spain 2-1 in the group stage, but 
ivan Perisic headed a 55th-minute equalizer.  SportS page 2

Croatia beat Japan to 
cruise into quarters

QNa
DOHa

His Highness the Amir of 
state of Qatar sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani and HH 
President of the sisterly United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahy-
an held an official talks session 
at the Amiri Diwan on Monday.

At the beginning of the ses-
sion, HH the Amir welcomed 
HH President of the United 
Arab Emirates and the accom-
panying delegation. 

His Highness  congratulat-
ed HH sheikh Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan on the 51st 
National Day of the UAE, hop-
ing that this visit would contrib-
ute to the development of joint 

cooperation relations between 
the two brotherly countries, 
taking it to a broader level.

The UAE president ex-
pressed his gratitude and ap-
preciation to HH the Amir for 
the warm reception and gen-
erous hospitality and  con-
gratulated Qatar’s hosting of 
the FiFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, and its exceptional suc-
cess in organising the cham-
pionship.

During the talks, they dis-
cussed the brotherly bilat-
eral relations between the two 
countries and ways to support 
and consolidate them in vari-
ous fields, especially regard-
ing strengthening the bonds of 
cooperation for the good and 
interest of the two brotherly 

people, in addition to strength-
ening joint Gulf action.

They also reviewed the de-
velopments of regional and 
international events and ex-
changed views on a number of 
current issues of common con-
cern.

HH Personal Representa-
tive of HH the Amir sheikh 
Jassim bin Hamad Al Thani, 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs HE 
sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman Al Thani, Chief of the 
Amiri Diwan HE sheikh saoud 
bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, 
and a number of Their Excel-
lencies sheikhs and ministers 
attended the talks.

On the Emirati side, HH 
National security Advisor 

of the United Arab Emirates 
sheikh Tahnoun bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, HH Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Presi-
dential Court sheikh Mansour 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan and a 
number of Their Excellencies 
members of the accompanying 
delegation attended the talks.

HH the Amir hosted a 
luncheon banquet in honor of 
HH President of the sisterly 
UAE sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan and his ac-
companying delegation.

HH President of the sisterly 
UAE arrived at the Amiri Di-
wan earlier, where an official 
reception ceremony was held 
for His Highness.

Amir, UAE president discuss ways to 
boost bilateral ties and Gulf action

His Highness the Amir of state 
of Qatar sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani held a phone 
call with Chancellor of the friend-
ly Federal Republic of Germany 
Olaf scholz on Monday.

At the outset of the call, the 
German Chancellor congratu-
lated HH the Amir for hosting 
and organizing the FiFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, wishing the 
participating teams’ success in 
the tournament.

The call also discussed 
bilateral relations and the 
means to enhance them in 
various fields, especially en-
ergy and economy, in addition 
to discussing the latest region-
al and international develop-
ments. (qna)

German chancellor 
congratulates amir 
for grand hosting 
of  FiFa World Cup

tHe Portuguese profes-
sional footballer Cristiano 
ronaldo has said that he 
was extremely impressed by 
the experience of the World 
Cup in Qatar, adding that 
everything is dazzling in the 
current tournament.
iN a press statement on 
Monday, ronaldo said the 
experience of World Cup in 
Qatar is superb and stun-
ning, including the transpor-
tation, hospitality, stadiums, 
facilities and the easy move-
ment. He lauded the close 
distance between the tourna-
ment stadiums where a 
person can watch more than 
one game per day, express-
ing his extreme admiration 
for the distinguished Qatari 
organization of FiFa Fan 
Festival. (qna)

Qatar world cup  
is impressive, 
says ronaldo

UAE president congratulates Qatar for exceptional hosting of the FIFA World Cup

I welcome my brother, His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, to Doha, 
whose visit allowed us to discuss ways to 
strengthen brotherly relations between our two 
countries, and to exchange views on regional 
and international issues of common concern, 
foremost of which are ways to support 
security and stability in the region.

a BriLLiaNt Brazil gave South Korea no chance and cruised to the FiFa World Cup Qatar 
2022 quarter-finals with a 4-1 win on Monday. Vinicius Junior kick-off the Brazilian gala af-
ter receiving a low cross from raphinha in the seventh minute, and Neymar, returning from 

injury after missing two games, doubled their lead from the spot in the 13th. richarlison did 
magic in the 29th as he scored another stunner after his bicycle kick finish in their opener 
against Serbia, and Lucas Paqueta with a first-time finish sealed the quarter-finals spot still 
in the first half. SportS page 1

Qatar tourism (Qt) data 
revealed that a suite of 
events, new launches and 
football fever drove the 
numbers of visitors to Qatar 
during October to nearly 
180,000, marking a six-year 
high. page 3

Qatar welcomes 
nearly 180,000 
visitors in Oct, a 
six-year high

Qatar 2022: asian hopes dashed

BrIllIAnt BrAzIl thrAsh  
hapless south Korea 4-1 

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 hopes for Asian nations were dashed after Japan lost to 
Croatia in the penalties 3-1 and South Korea demolished by Brazil 4-1 on Monday. 

More on page 12 



Lusail is one of the epicenters of the FIFA World Cup 2022 action in Qatar, both inside the stadium and 
in the Fan Zone. One can see football fans from across the world, including ladies and families, roam-
ing all over the streets day and night, garnering beautiful moments to cherish for a whole life-time.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

FOOTBALL fanatic Abdulla Al 
Qahtani applied to volunteer at 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
as he was determined to take 
part in the biggest event ever to 
be held in the Middle East and 
Arab world. 

The 30-year-old from Al 
Kharaitiyat enjoys everything 
about the beautiful game and is 
supporting the tournament as a 
protocol volunteer at Al Bayt Sta-
dium. We caught up with Abdul-
la, who works for Qatar Energy, 
during the England versus USA 
match to learn more about his 
journey, along with his pride at 
supporting the delivery of the first 
FIFA World Cup in the region. 

Why did you become a vol-
unteer?

I’ve always wanted to have 
a role in my country’s achieve-
ment and success. So, when 
volunteer registration began, 
I knew I had to sign up. I want 
to give something back to my 
country – even if it is just a small 
percentage.

What is your volunteering 
experience?

I began volunteering almost 
six years ago. Each volunteer-
ing experience teaches me a new 
skill. I previously volunteered 
during the FIFA Arab Cup at both 
Education City Stadium and Al 
Bayt, so I managed to pick up 
skills through these experiences, 
which helped me secure a volun-
teering role at the World Cup. 

Tell us about your volun-
teering role at Al Bayt Sta-
dium.

My team is responsible for 
protocol management of hospi-
tality, VIP and VVIP guests at 
the stadium. We are expected to 
manage the crowd flow and en-
sure that everyone has a seam-
less experience entering and 
leaving the lounge and stadium.

 
How proud are you for being 
involved in this tournament?

I am beyond grateful and 
proud of myself for having a role 
in the biggest sporting event ever 
to be held in our country. Ever 
since Qatar won the bid 12 years 
ago, I hoped to have a role in the 
success of the tournament.

What skills have you ac-
quired from this experience?

I have learned to commu-
nicate with fans from differ-
ent parts of the world. Another 
skill is multi-tasking. I have 
also learned time management 
skills, which will undoubtedly 

help me in future volunteering 
experiences. 

What are your thoughts on 
Qatar hosting the World 
Cup?

I speak on behalf of all Qa-
taris and Arabs. We are all proud 
to host an exceptional edition of 
the tournament here in Qatar, 
where everyone is welcome. We 
are all helping to host the most 
successful and memorable edi-
tion of the World Cup. 

What message do you hope 
Qatar 2022 will send to the 
world?

I want the World Cup to 
show everyone that despite Qa-
tar’s small geographical size, it 
can host the biggest sporting 
event. I also want the world to 
learn about our culture and herit-
age, and explore our history and 
religion. I know for most tourists, 
this is their first time in Qatar, so 
I try my best to give them a warm 
welcome, and I really hope they 
have the best time here.
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Sheikha Mayassa opens 
Maradona Fanfest at HIA

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HER Excellency Sheikha Al Ma-
yassa bint Hamad Al Thani offi-
cially opened the Maradona Fan-
fest at Qatar Executive Premium 
Terminal at Hamad International 
Airport (HIA), which will welcome 
public visitors throughout the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 until De-
cember 18. Qatar Executive, which 
offers luxury jet services avail-
able for worldwide charter, Qatar 
Airways and financial technology 
company Give&Get are sponsor-
ing the Diego Armando Maradona 
Give&Get Fanfest.

As a way to continue posthu-
mously Maradona’s legacy through-
out the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, Diego Maradona’s Give&Get 
Fanfest includes state-of-the art 
interactive technology that gives 
a virtual new life to Maradona. 
Planned experiences include public 
auctions, as well as renowned inter-
national artist performances during 
the event.

Qatar Airways Group Chief Ex-
ecutive Akbar Al Baker said: “As 
the Official Airline of the Journey 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
furthering the sport of football in 
the country is an important part of 
our growth and tourism ambition. 
Celebrating Maradona’s legacy will 
inspire many next generation foot-
ballers and sports people, as well 

as, raise money for charity.”
The Qatar Executive Premium 

Terminal at HIA is easily accessi-
ble and located approximately 20 
minutes away from the centre of 
Doha, Qatar. The venue will host 
multiple athletes and football ce-
lebrities from around the world, 
who will pay tribute to Maradona 
by donating personal items that 
will be auctioned at the end of the 
event.

In mid-December, prior to the 
final of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 TANGO D1OS - the tribute jet 
to Diego Maradona - will be auc-
tioned and sold to the highest bid-
der. The auction, handled by Alba-
hie Auction House Qatar, will also 
feature unique items of Maradona 
memorabilia donated by his heirs, 
as well as, articles of sportswear 
from all over the world. 20 percent 
of the proceeds of all auction sales 
will be donated to charity.

Diego Maradona’s Give&Get 
Fanfest expects to receive several 
thousand people from all over the 
world and will feature the following 

attractions:
 Tango D1OS Experience:  Live 
the unique experience of viewing 
the aircraft where you can interact 
with Diego Maradona.
 Penalty Tournament: Participate 
by kicking penalties against a high-
tech ‘electronic goalkeeper’.
 Maradona Domo 360: Feel the 
incomparable sensation of Diego 
entering the pitch.
 Football Report of the Day:  Visit 
the exclusive lounge daily.
 Photo Booth: Along with others, 
leave a message to Diego from Qa-
tar 2022.
 Live matches: Live broadcasts 
on a giant screen.
 Exclusive lounge: Socialise with 
football celebrities.

Tickets can be purchased from 
Discover Qatar adding to the full 
range or Tours and Transfers avail-
able for residents and visiting fans 
to purchase and experience the best 
of Qatar.

Standard access ticket is priced 
at QR219, while a VIP ticket costs 
QR1,275.

Le Monde highlights French 
fans’ acclaim over Qatar’s 
amazing FIFA WC hosting

QNA
DOHA

FRENCH fans have hailed the at-
mosphere in which the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 is taking place, the 
good hosting of the global event, 
and the exceptional atmosphere 
that prevails in the State of Qatar.

A report from Doha by French 
newspaper Le Monde has noted 
how French fans attending the 
World Cup have commended the at-
mosphere in Qatar, and the distin-
guished hosting of the tournament, 
adding that they altered their previ-
ous misconceptions about Doha.

The fans, who are six friends, 
said in their interview with the 
newspaper’s correspondent, that 
they were surprised by the high-
quality organization, and the level 
of security and safety in Qatar. If 
one forgets his wallet on the table, 
he will find it where he forgot it, they 
told the correspondent.

The report said that the French 
fans had doubts and concerns about 
an expected mistreatment in Doha 
based on the wide-spread cam-

paigns against Qatar. However, as 
soon as they arrived in Doha, they 
kept praising the wonderful atmos-
phere in Qatar, the report added.

The fans added they first felt 
ashamed to tell their friends about 
the plan to visit Qatar, and thought 
of cancelling their tickets. However, 
all disinformation promoted against 
this country is nonsense, the condi-
tions in the State of Qatar are more 
flexible, and the festive atmosphere 
of the World Cup is enjoyable, they 
told the newspaper.

The report hailed Qatar’s World 
Cup hosting as accurate and flaw-
less, amid a unique mix of cultures.

‘Hosting of FIFA WC Qatar 
2022 confirms our ability 
to achieve the impossible’

The fans, who are six friends, said 
in their interview with the news-
paper’s correspondent, that they 
were surprised by the high-quality 
hosting, and the level of security 
and safety in Qatar. If one forgets 
his wallet on the table, he will 
find it where he forgot it, they told 
the correspondent

Throughout the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, doors will 
be open to the Give&Get 
Diego Maradona Fanfest to 
honour the late, great Diego 
Maradona, using state-of-
the-art technology, public 
exhibits, events, auctions 
and more

MOMENTS TO CHERISH
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THERE were plenty of reasons 
to visit Qatar in October. Qatar 
Tourism (QT) data reveals that 
a suite of events, new launches 
and the football fever drove 
visitor numbers during the 
month to nearly 180,000 – a 
six-year high.

Throughout 2022, visitors 
have steadily increased month 
on month, and the latest Oc-
tober figures exceeded pre-
pandemic numbers by nearly 
a third (32 percent more than 
October 2017). 

Qatar continues to offer at-
tractions and family-friendly 
entertainment for visitors 
from the region, making visi-
tors from the GCC the leading 
source of all international visi-
tors (over a third at 33 percent) 
to the country in October. 

At the same time, Octo-
ber saw a 10 percent increase 
from the prior month on the 
number of non-GCC tourists, 
at 66 percent of the total, an 
increase of 10 percent. 

Non-GCC arrivals hailed 
mainly from India (13 per-
cent), the UK (4 percent) and 
the USA (3 percent). 

This month, 70 percent of 
visitors chose to arrive by air, 
followed by land (29 percent), 
and sea (1 percent).

A packed schedule of 
launches and openings greeted 
Qatar’s visitors in October, in-
cluding the reopening of the 
Museum of Islamic Art (MIA), 
luxury malls (Printemps), and 
a spate of world-leading luxury 
hotels. 

Towards the end of the 
month, the Darb Lusail Fes-
tival officially inaugurated 
the pedestrian friendly Lusail 
Boulevard, the country’s latest 
open-air shopping and dining 
destination. 

The three-day celebration 
of Lusail City and the Middle 
East, North Africa, and South 
Asia (MENASA) region fea-
tured concerts and DJ perfor-

mances, roaming shows and 
a spectacular nightly drone 
show. 

Commenting on the latest 
arrival figures, Haya Al-Noai-
mi, Head of Promotion Sector 
at Qatar Tourism, said: “As we 
welcome the world’s football 
fans, we are delighted to see 
so many people from around 
the globe keen to experience 
all that Qatar has to offer. The 
line-up of events, openings 
and festivities that have been 
happening across the country 
over the last couple of months 
have been simply unmatched, 
and we look forward to taking 
this positive spirit with us be-
yond December 18th.”

Qatar’s active calendar has 
seen the country’s tourism 
sector mark a strong recovery 
this year, with more than one 
million travellers preferring 
Qatar as their destination of 
choice so far, up from 611,000 
in 2021.

There was an 8 percent 
year-on-year increase in room 
keys issued in the country’s 
hotels throughout the month 
of October, a marked achieve-
ment given the recent growth 
in supply. 

For up-to-date informa-
tion on events in Qatar, visit 
Qatarcalendar.com or follow 
@qatarcalendar on Facebook 
and Instagram.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

A total of 497,686 passengers 
used Doha Metro and Lusail 
Tram on Sunday, December 4, 
according to Qatar Rail.

In a tweet, Qatar Rail said, 
“Our networks carried 497,686 
total passengers yesterday, 
with 473,062  and 24,624 pas-

sengers using Doha Metro and 
Lusail Tram, respectively. We 
welcome the world onboard 
our networks!”

Qatar Rail also said that 
the total number of passengers 
on the Msheireb Tram and the 
Education City Tram reached 
5,737, and the total number of 
passengers on the Metro and the 
Lusail Tram reached 497,686.

Visitors to Qatar top pre-pandemic 
levels, touch 6-year high in October

Qatar Museums allows all Hayya Card holders 
free entry to Design and Technology Museum

Qatar Forum for Authors sheds light on World Cup dictionary

SANTHOSH CHANDRAN
DOHA

A unique world of fashion and 
design has been thrown open 
to Hayya Card holders with 
Qatar Museums (QM) now 
allowing them free entry into 
the Design & Technology Mu-
seum (M7).

QM has already made en-
try to all museums free until 
the end of the FIFA World Cup 
2022 Qatar, with the exception 
of National Museum of Qatar 
and the Museum of Islamic Art.

A large number of visitors 
are expected to benefit from 
the move and visit M7 which 
showcases to them all tools 
necessary to take ideas from 
the concept stage to market. 
The exhibits at the museum 
also highlight the changing de-
mands of Qatar’s growing fash-
ion and design industries.

Alexandrina, a Portuguese 
visitor said: “Visiting Qatar’s 
museums is wonderful expe-
rience and it is an additional 
bonus from Qatar visit. Just 

looking at the museum build-
ings makes you realise how 
remarkable these institutions 
are. The way Qatar holds on to 
past, while also embracing the 

future is equally remarkable.”
Hayya Card holders can 

access a host of Qatar’s world-
class galleries and museums, 
including 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic 
and Sports Museum, Mathaf: 
Arab Museum of Modern Art, 
and Qatar Museums Gallery 
– Al Riwaq most of which are 
now open seven-days a week.

Qatar Museums has also ex-
tended until 10pm the opening 
hours for most sites, excluding 
Al Zubarah, Dadu Gardens, 
and Art Mill Museum 2030.

“Qatar offers a multitude 
of opportunities to learn about 
the culture and heritage of 
Arab World and its own contri-
butions to the world. The exhi-
bitions on football, art, heritage 
and fashion are worth watch-
ing and are sure to be on every 
visitor’s mind along with Qatar 
2022 matches”, said Benicio 
who is from Costa Rica.

QNA
Doha

THE Qatari Forum for Authors 
has highlighted a new book in 
its ‘Sports Excerpts’, on its You-
Tube channel and social media 
platforms. In the latest episode, 
the forum hosted writer and 
linguist Dr. Ahmed Al Janabi 
who  talked about the World 
Cup 2022 in Qatar.

Dr. Al Janabi said: “This 
dictionary is the first of its kind 
in Arabic in the context of the 
World Cup and Sports in Qatar 
through which, I tried to collect 
words, expressions, phrases, 
terms, structures, abbreviations 

and numbers circulating in sta-
diums and in fan areas. This also 
makes it a dictionary of sports 
tourism in Qatar through the 
words needed by player, sports 
commentators, and all work-
ers, fans, and those interested in 
sports and football.” 

He said he was  keen to 
have a special bilingual Eng-
lish-Arabic dictionary, to deliv-
er a message to the world that 
Arabic can express everything, 
including sports, football, and 
the World Cup, as the language 
keeps pace with semantic de-
velopments, and the language 
sports, so to speak.

He pointed out that all  

countries that hosted the 
World Cup provided dictionar-
ies in their language and  a sec-
ond, sometimes even a third.

So when it was the turn of the 
State of Qatar, he felt, by virtue of 
his lexical specialisation, that it 
was his linguistic duty to present 
this version in both English and 
Arabic, welcoming the guests of 
the World Championship which 
is being held for the first time 
in an Arab country. The version 
was published as a free electronic 
copy  for millions of World Cup 
guests in Qatar and millions of 
others who follow it from far and 
near.

He emphasised that the 

publication is an invitation to 
speakers of Arabic and other 
languages to get acquainted 
with sport phrases, which are 
eloquent words and have been 
in evidence since the pre-Is-
lamic era  and in Arabic litera-
ture in general. “They also have 
a presence also have a presence 
in our traditions and it is very 
possible for us to evaluate this 
global event according to our 
customs, culture, traditions 
and even our language with 
an imprint of our identity that 
appeared in the construction 
of stadiums and in the accom-
panying activities and other 
events,” he concluded.

Nearly half a million 
take Doha Metro and 
Lusail tram in one day
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Throughout 2022, visitors have steadily increased month on month, and the latest October figures exceeded 
pre-pandemic numbers by nearly a third (32 percent more than October 2017). 

Country welcomed 
nearly 180,000      
visitors in October 
as the football fever 
helped drive up  
visitor numbers



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

OOREDOO, Qatar’s leading 
ICT provider, has joined forc-
es with Snapchat to push the 
boundaries around innovation 
and digital transformation. In 
celebration of the world’s big-
gest football event, Ooredoo 
and Snapchat have launched 
an interactive Augmented Real-
ity (AR) programme to enhance 
the fans’ experience on the 
ground and delight Snapchat-
ters from all over the world with 
immersive challenges. 

Powered by Ooredoo’s 
speedy and robust 5G network, 
the Ooredoo Skills Challenge 

brings to life a series of fan-
engaging AR lenses that are 
accessible exclusively on Oore-
doo’s 5G network. The lens dy-
namically updates based on the 
network the user is on. If on a 
4G network, Snapchat delivers 
a simplified gameplay experi-
ence. However, the lens then 
encourages users to get on a 5G 
network to unlock a series of AR 
games that allows them to climb 
higher up in the leaderboard.

This gamified lens, a regional 
first, tests players’ skill, focus and 
tactics across three unique chal-
lenges: Keepy Uppy, uses Snap’s 
AR body tracking technology 
and challenges Snapchatters to 
test their juggling skills by keep-

ing the ball in the air using their 
knees and head, and if the ball 
hits the ground then the game 
is over; Ball Balance, tests one’s 
ability to balance a football on 
the head for as long as possible; 

and the Table Top Challenge, is 
a quirky game which challenges 
players to put their tactical skills 
to the test against an AI oppo-
nent and score as many goals as 
they can in 45 seconds.

Earlier this year, a C-suite 
delegation from Ooredoo led 
by CEO Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulla Al Thani visited Snap 
Inc. headquarters in California, 
USA, to foster close ties between 
the two companies and explore 
technologies that Snapchat will 
use at the highly-anticipated 
games. 

Sheikh Nasser bin Hamad 
bin Nasser Al Thani, chief 
commercial officer at Oore-
doo, said: “Our partnership 
with Snapchat for this historic 
tournament allows us to lever-
age our advanced 5G network 
capabilities to craft truly in-
teractive and immersive expe-
riences. AR is a great use case 

for 5G, and we’ve been pre-
sented with an excellent op-
portunity to showcase this ca-
pability to an excitingly broad 
audience.”

Anne Laurenson, global 
general manager Carrier Part-
nerships at Snap Inc., said: 
“Sports brings people togeth-
er. Introducing AR to these 
interactions adds a new level 
of excitement and fun as fans 
come together to celebrate 
this beautiful game. We are 
proud of our collaboration 
with Ooredoo, showcasing our 
leadership in AR innovation, 
and giving users newer ways to 
experience our technology and 
the game.”  

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

VODAFONE Qatar has offi-
cially launched its digital ‘Fan 
Academy’ as part of its ongoing 
campaign, ‘We Fan Together’. 

Partnering with four of the 
most popular international 
superfans -- El Fil, from Tuni-
sia; Birdman, from Colombia; 
Caramello, from Mexico; and 
Mohammed Saadoun Al-Ku-
wari, from Qatar -- the Voda-
fone Fan Academy, an online 
campus, allows football fans 
to enroll in mini-courses that 
teach them how to ‘be the 
best fan’.

Registered fans will have 
access to various educational 
video tutorials under several 
course modules. Each tutorial 
is led by the superfans, who all 
lend their expertise and share 
their tips to participants as 
they progress throughout the 
course.  

Once fans have completed 
all tutorials, they will take a 
short test to show what they 
have learned in the academy. 

Upon graduating, they will re-
ceive an official certificate and 
an e-badge to verify their Best 
Fan status and share on their 
social media profiles while 
showing off their superfan cre-
dentials.

Giveaways will also be pre-
sented to three lucky winners 
who have completed the tuto-
rials, and will be chosen via an 
electronic random draw, once 
the courses are complete. 

Diego Camberos, chief 
operating officer at Vodafone 
Qatar, said: “Fans are the life-
blood of football; it takes a 
lot of passion and dedication 
to be a superfan and ride the 
highs and lows of the game. 
Our Fan Academy is just one 

of the ways we are using tech-
nology to connect fans and 
help them get the most out of 
their fan experience. I’m look-
ing forward to seeing the next 
wave of superfans emerge 
from the Academy and take 
the support of their teams to 
the next level!” 

Through its We Fan To-
gether campaign, Vodafone 
Qatar is inviting all local as well 
as international fans to join in 
with the range of exciting ac-
tivations that it currently has 
available. 

Vodafone Qatar’s Fan 
Academy will run until Decem-
ber 18, 2022.  To register and 
take part, visit: https://www.
vodafone.qa/fans

QNA
DOHA

THE Ministry of Municipality (MoM) has an-
nounced that the solid waste recycling pro-
ject produced 298,937 kwh of clean energy 
in the first two weeks of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

Director of Waste Management Department 
Hamad Jassim Al Bahar said in a statement to 
Qatar News Agency (QNA) that the solid waste 
recycling project is part of the efforts to achieve 
sustainable development and reduce carbon 
emissions, leading to an exceptional carbon-
neutral World Cup, and to treat waste rather 
than dumping it in landfills.

The tournament contributed to providing 
national recycling factories with about 1103 
tonnes of basic raw materials required for the 
project, including cardboard, plastic, metal and 
glass materials, Al Bahar said.

The recyclable materials of the total waste re-
ceived exceeded 51 percent (568 tonnes), while 
536 tonnes (49 percent) were diverted to clean, 
environmentally friendly energy, he added.

This contributed to the production of about 
406 tonnes of fertilizers, 95 tonnes of plastic ma-
terials, 36 tonnes of paper and cardboard, as well 
as 30 tonnes of mineral materials and about 2 

tonnes of glass materials, Al Bahar said.
The total waste collected from the tour-

nament stadiums amounted to about 480 
tonnes, led by Lusail Stadium with 105 
tonnes, he told QNA.

Al Bahar added that the General Cleanli-
ness Department removed about 28,000d 
tonnes, including about 109 tonnes of recycla-
ble materials. About 1,148 trucks and cleaning 
equipment and 2,738 workers participated in 
collecting and removing them in the first week, 
compared to 405 trucks and 3,727 workers in 
the second week, he said.
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Officials, media figures hail Qatar’s
World Cup hosting as a ‘role model’

QNA
DOHA

QATAR’S impressive hosting of 
the FIFA World Cup 2022 con-
tinues to gain further recogni-
tion and acclaim worldwide as 
a role model in hosting major 
international sporting events in 
the future, with high-level po-
litical, media and sports figures 
hailing its high hosting compe-
tencies at all levels.

International officials and 
media outlets have noted that 
Qatar has exceeded expecta-
tions and excelled in providing 
well-planned solutions, refuting 
all suspicious schemes since its 
World Cup bid to disparage its 
potential to host an exceptional 
World Cup.

In this context, Mayor of 
New York City Eric Adams said 
his visit to Doha was an oppor-
tunity to draw lessons on the 
role that New York City will play 
as one of the World Cup 2026 
host cities.

Highlighting the visit, The 
New York Times, cited the may-
or’s statements that expressed 
great admiration for Qatar’s 
advanced transportation infra-
structure, including the Doha 
Metro and express-bus services.

It is essential to have a real 
safe and reliable transport sys-
tem; Qatar managed to get the 
vehicles off the road, given their 
newly built transport system, he 
said according to the report.

Adams expressed his admi-
ration for the World Cup atmos-
phere and the development in 
Doha. He added that he enjoyed 
attending Saturday’s US-Neth-
erlands clash in the round of 16, 
despite his country’s loss.

There are many great res-
taurants and destinations that 
you can visit and enjoy in Doha, 
even after matches, he added.

French writer Michael Leb-
orgne highlighted in an article 
in Ouest-France newspaper 
the disinformation campaigns 
fueled by Western media 
against Qatar and its World 
Cup 2022 hosting, dismissing 
the schemes as part of agendas 
aimed at undermining Qatar’s 
successful World Cup hosting.

Leborgne slammed the lack 
of focus on the positives of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
as very worrying and a tell-
tale sign of the West’s double 
standards. He also lambasted 
ignoring Qatar’s efforts to host 
a carbon-neutral World Cup, 
and its newly adopted measures 
such as the introduction of the 
minimum wage, labour court, 
and the cancellation of the Ka-
fala sponsorship employment 
system.

The electricity for the eight 
Qatari stadiums is fully provid-
ed by the solar power plant in 
Al Kharsaah (800 megawatts), 
allowing Qatar to be the first or-
ganizing country to hold a car-
bon-neutral World Cup, he said.

While Qatar is criticized for 
the solar-power-based air con-
ditioning system, many stadi-
ums in France and many other 
European countries are heated 
before matches in winter with-
out solar energy, he added.

Slamming the handling of 
labour rights in Qatar as exag-
gerated and deliberate misin-
formation, the writer called on 
critics to highlight the poor con-
ditions for dozens of thousands 
of unregistered foreign workers 
in France amid the silence of the 
state and senior officials of the 
construction or services sectors.

A BBC Arabic TV report fo-
cused on the measures taken by 
the State of Qatar to protect the 
security of World Cup data and 

thwart any potential cyber-at-
tacks that might disturb this huge 
event, which is the focus of the at-
tention of millions worldwide.

The report showed that Qa-
tar provided a cloud data centre 
in cooperation with Microsoft to 
ensure the security of data and 
applications, boosted the capa-
bilities of the National Agency 
for Cybersecurity, and con-
ducted hacking simulations for 
many organizations while mak-
ing sure to increase capabilities 
to deal with them.

The report said that the 
State of Qatar has also provided 
the necessary training to deal 
with possible cyber-attacks, 
provide advice and early threat 
detection, and raise awareness 

of abiding by safety procedures 
for information security, high-
lighting the Qatar Computing 
Research Institute’s efforts in 
this regard.

Saudi sports journalist 
Nawaf Al Aqeel said, in a state-
ment, the World Cup atmos-
phere is felt everywhere in 
Doha. There is excitement and 
fun outside the stadiums, and 
there are many activities that 
you see on the way to the stadi-
ums, Al Aqeel said.

The World Cup in Qatar is 
really distinguished by lack of ri-
ots, and even the fan skirmishes 
at Souq Waqif or other places 
were peaceful and football-re-
lated without aggressive behav-
iour, he added.

300,000 kwh of clean energy 
generated in first two weeks 
of World Cup, says ministry

Ooredoo, Snapchat join hands to create unique AR moments for WC fans

Vodafone Qatar unveils 
its digital ‘Fan Academy’

Hamad Jassim Al Bahar
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You are our voices abroad, Palestinian activist tells Arab youths at QF talk

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

ACTIVIST Muna El Kurd has 
emphasised the importance of 
storytelling and ‘spoken herit-
age’ in driving positive change 
and defending the rights of Pal-
estinians during a talk at Qatar 
Foundation, which is showcas-
ing the culture and stories of 
Palestine and its people dur-
ing the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022.  

The event was held during 
the GOALS exhibition at Edu-
cation City where storytellers 
are providing their perspec-
tives on the FIFA World Cup, 
football in Qatar, community 
and culture, and saw El Kurd 
narrate her story as a promi-
nent Palestinian activist to-
gether with her twin brother 
Muhammad, who have helped 
draw the world’s attention to 
the illegal annexation of Pal-
estinian homes in the Sheikh 
Jarrah neighbourhood of Jeru-
salem.

“While watching FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 match-
es, I see the flag of Palestine 
everywhere, and this means a 
lot to us in Palestine, because 
we are deprived of raising the 
flag in Jerusalem or the occu-
pied territories, and this may 
expose us to imprisonment or 
martyrdom by the occupation,” 
she said. “You are our voices 

abroad, and you give us energy 
to keep going.

“Do not underestimate any 
small initiative you offer, even 
if it is through the distribution 
of Palestinian flags or the Pal-
estinian ‘captain’ sign.  We care 
so much about seeing this Arab 
and international solidarity 
with us. The important thing 
is that we continue talking 
about Palestine as Arab peo-
ple, whether digitally or on the 
ground.”

El Kurd explained that 
documenting the forced dis-
placement of Palestinians in 
Sheikh Jarrah is “one of the 
most important mechanisms 
we use to publish our stories”, 
saying: “Today, people want to 
see what is happening so they 
can live our reality with us, and 
we were aware that this is an 
important issue that must be 
communicated to the world. 

“Our fathers and grandfa-
thers fought this struggle to 
talk about Palestine, and we 
built on that. We were aware 
of the importance of documen-
tation and that we ourselves 
must reflect the true picture of 
events, rather than relying on 
foreign media.”

She spoke about how she 
studies media to equip herself 
with the tools that help her to 
convey her message and spoke 
about her ambition to become 
a filmmaker.

She said, “As Palestinians, 
we are always keen to continue 
our education despite the dif-
ficulties in reaching Palestinian 
universities, especially for the 
people of Jerusalem and the 

occupied interior, so that we 
can use what we learn to serve 
the Palestinian cause.

“I dream of becoming a 
filmmaker, and I hope, through 
the films that I shoot in the 

future, to depict the reality of 
what is happening in Palestine 
and the moments we live in for 
the world to see.” 

Speaking about conveying 
the situation in Sheikh Jarrah 

to the Arab world by publishing 
the personal stories of the peo-
ple of that neighborhood, she 
said: “I always watched what 
was published through the me-
dia from journalists about our 
situation, and I felt that the 
news was incomplete due to 
media ideologies and policies.

“As young people, we had 
a different narrative to deliver 
to the world, so we focused on 
the stories. And when people 
heard our personal stories, 
they began to know us more, 
and linked our stories to the 
Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood 
and forced displacement. This 
made them feel that they are 
part of our life.

“The Sheikh Jarrah neigh-
borhood case has been with 
the occupation courts for more 
than 50 years, but people did 
not know about it until a year 
ago through social media and 
the solidarity of the Arab peo-
ple with us”.

El Kurd highlighted the im-
portance of the spoken heritage 
of Palestine, which is embodied 
in stories, novels, and poetry, 
and about her personal experi-
ence with her family, who in-
stilled in her the spirit of resist-
ance through literature. 

“Poetry had a profound 
impact on our upbringing and 
helped us to connect the past 
with the present,” she said. 
“We narrate the poetry of 
Tamim, Ghassan Kanafani, and 
Mahmoud Darwish, and we 
sing old and modern Palestin-
ian songs, despite everything 
that we are exposed to. For us, 
this is a form of message about 
Palestine that we export to the 
world.”

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

A total of 880 road accident cases were 
recorded during October 2022, regis-
tering a monthly increase of 9.6 percent 
and an annual increase by 23.2 percent, 
according to the monthly bulletin re-
leased by the Planning and Statistics 
Authority (PSA).

The statistics reveal that light inju-
ries accounted for most of the road ac-
cidents cases during the same month, 
with 93 percent, followed by severe 
injuries by five percent. However, 15 
deaths were recorded, equivalent to 
only two percent of the total road acci-
dents cases.

According to the bulletin, 12,203 
new vehicles were registered in October 
2022, showing a monthly increase of 
45.8 percent and an annual increase of 
80.2 percent.

Meanwhile, the demographic statis-
tics revealed that the total population 
of Qatar increased from 2.66 million in 
October 2021 to 3.02 million in Octo-
ber 2022. During the month, 2,363 live 
births were registered with an increase 
in the total Qatari live births by 20.2 
percent compared to September. 

On the other hand, 221 deaths were 
recorded during the same period, show-
ing a decrease of 3.9 percent compared 
to September 2022. 

Moreover, October 2022 witnessed 
a monthly decrease in marriage con-
tracts and total divorce by 4.9 percent 
and 7.5 percent respectively compared 
to the previous month, with 351 mar-
riages and 209 divorce cases.

On social security, a total of QR76 
million was spent for 13,978 ben-
eficiaries in October 2022, recording a 
monthly decrease of 2.9 percent in the 
value of social security and a monthly 
decrease of 3.3 percent in the number 
of beneficiaries.

The e-government portal (Hukoo-
mi) witnessed a monthly increase of 
11.1 percent in transactions, compared 
to September 2022, and an annual in-
crease of 24.6 percent, compared to Oc-
tober 2021.

As for tourism, the total number 

of inbound visitors reached about 
180,000, recording a monthly increase 
of 18.9 percent, compared to Septem-
ber 2022, and an annual increase of 
111.9 percent, compared to October 
2021. The highest number of visitors 
was from the GCC countries at 34 per-
cent, with 70 percent of the visitors en-
tering the country by air.

The statistics showed an increase 
in total number of vessels arriving at 
Qatari Ports and total net tonnage at a 
monthly rate of 11.4 percent and 16.9 
percent, respectively, xompared to Sep-
tember 2022 and an annual increase of 
12.5 percent and 23.2 percent, respec-
tively, compared to October 2021. 

Total electricity consumption dur-
ing October 2022 was 3,821.0 GWh 
attaining a monthly decrease of 10.7 
percent and an annual decrease of 16.4 
percent while the total water consump-
tion reached 32,532,900 cubic metres 
during the same month, showing a 
monthly decrease of 0.7 percent and an 
annual decrease of 43.7 percent com-
pared to October 2021.

As for the banking sector; Total 
Broad Money Supply (M2) recorded 
about QR698 billion during October 
2022 with an annual increase of 14.1 
percent compared with October 2021. 
On the other hand, cash equivalents, 
including Commercial Bank Deposits, 
reached QR954 billion during October 
2022. The figure has recorded an annu-
al decrease of 1.2 percent compared to 
October 2021, when deposits recorded 
approximately QR965 billion.

The total number of permits reached 
972 permits in October 2022, recording 
a monthly increase of 10 percent and an 
annual increase of 41.9 percent.

‘Qatar sees 9.6% 
increase in road 
accidents in Oct.’

QNA 
DOHA

THE Shura Council, at a meeting 
chaired by Speaker of the Council 
HE Hassan bin Abdullah Al Ghanim 
on Monday, reviewed draft laws on 
regulating real estate registration 
and documentation, referred by the 
government. 

The Council decided to refer the 
draft laws to the Legal and Legislative 
Affairs Committee for study and to 
submit a report thereon to the Council.

The Shura Council also reviewed 

the report of member of the Council 
HE Yousef bin Ahmed Al Kuwari’s 
participation in the ‘Launch of the 
preliminary Indicators for democrat-
ic parliaments’ held via videocon-
ferencing on June 9, as well as HE 
Badi bin Ali Al Badi’s participation in 
the Parliamentary Dialogue Series: 
Food, Fragility, and Finance held via 
videoconferencing on the June 22.

On the other hand, the speaker of 
the Council briefed the members on 
the recent meetings held with par-
liamentary delegations visiting the 
country. 

He said that the country’s par-
liamentarian guests expressed their 
admiration for the distinguished or-
ganisation of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, the comprehensive 
renaissance the country is witness-
ing, and emphasised that Qatar has 
demonstrated its outstanding ability 
to organise international sporting 
events at an unprecedented level.

At the outset of the meeting, Secre-
tary-General of the Shura Council HE Dr 
Ahmed bin Nasser Al Fadhala read out 
the agenda of the session, the minutes of 
the previous session were also ratified.

Shura reviews laws regulating real 
estate registration, documentation

PM MEETS CROATIAN COUNTERPART

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani met with Prime Minister of 
Croatia Andrej Plenkovic and his accompanying delegation, who are currently visiting the country to attend part of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 matches, at Al Janoub Stadium on Monday. At the onset of the meeting, the Croatian prime minister 
congratulated the government and people of Qatar on the good organisation of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. The meet-
ing also focused on bilateral relations and the ways to develop them. (QNA)

The statistics revealed that light 
injuries accounted for most road 
accidents cases during the same 
month, with 93 percent, followed by 
severe injuries by five percent.

Muna ElKurd speaks during the GOALS exhibition at Education City.

‘While watching FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 matches, I see 
the flag of Palestine everywhere, and this means a lot to us 
in Palestine, because we are deprived of raising the flag in 
Jerusalem or the occupied territories, and this may expose 
us to imprisonment or martyrdom by the occupation’
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Qatar Charity, OCHA sign 
QR1.3 million agreement 
to provide water in Yemen

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity’s (QC) office 
in Yemen has signed an agree-
ment with the United Nations 
Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
with a value of more than 
QR1.3 million to implement a 
project to provide emergency 
water and environmental sani-
tation services for the most vul-
nerable groups of the displaced 
and the host community in Abs 
district, Hajjah governorate in 
Yemen.

The project is expected to 
benefit more than 9,156 people 
through the supply, installation 
and operation of a solar-pow-
ered desalination plant with 
a capacity of 30 cubic metres, 
the rehabilitation of a well, the 
store and installation of a solar 
pump, the construction of an 
armed tower tank, in addition 
to the provision of a water net-
work for the displaced and the 
host community, the establish-
ment of a standard water point, 
the construction of bathrooms 
and the distribution of cleanli-
ness bags.

The project will contribute 
to promoting healthy practices 
by conducting cleaning cam-

paigns in the targeted areas, 
disposing of garbage in desig-
nated areas, distributing hy-
giene bags and raising aware-
ness among the target groups.

This project is one of the 
qualitative and sustainable 
projects that Qatar Charity ex-
ecutes in Yemen, funded by 
OCHA, to meet the needs of the 
residents of Abs district, whose 
residents suffer from poverty, 
lack of services and water scar-
city.

The signing of the agree-
ment is an extension of pre-
vious agreements signed by 
Qatar Charity with OCHA in 
Yemen in the past years for 
the emergency response to the 
most vulnerable groups of the 
displaced, the host community 
and those affected by the con-

flict in Yemen.
Qatar Charity signed three 

cooperation agreements dur-
ing the years 2020-2021 with 
OCHA, with a value of more 
than QR5 million, or about $1.6 
million, to implement projects 
in the health, water and envi-
ronmental sanitation sector in 
three Yemeni governorates - 
Ibb, Hodeidah and Hajjah.

 In the health field, Qatar 
Charity, in partnership with 
OCHA and in coordination with 
the Ministry of Health, distrib-
uted medicines and medical 
supplies to eight health cen-
tres and units and paid incen-
tives to more than 80 cadres of 
medical workers in Hajjah and 
Hodeidah, Yemen, benefiting 
about 121,000 displaced people 
and the host community.

Qatar Foundation hosts first 
‘Ability Friendly Fun Day’

MoCI recalls BMW S 1000 RR motorbike 2022 model

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

TO mark the International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities, Qatar 
Foundation’s Ability Friendly Pro-
gram, an initiative that supports peo-
ple of all abilities to engage in sport-
ing and developmental activities, 
hosted an Ability Friendly Fun Day.

Held in QF’s recreation centre, 
the Fun Day offered children and 
adults of all abilities the opportunity 
to engage in such recreational sports 
as football, swimming, and cricket 
with QF’s ability friendly coaches. 

The event welcomed more than 
40 participants, with the youngest 
being five years old and the oldest 
28 years old. 

Qatar Foundation’s Abil-
ity Friendly Programme offers ses-
sions year-round. To find out more 
information about the programme 
or to participate and volunteer, 
email abilityfriendly@qf.org.qa or 
visit https://educationcity.qa/en/
Ability-Friendly-Program.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry (MoCI), in cooperation with Al 
Fardan Automobiles, Qatar’s BMW 
dealership, has announced the recall 
of BMW S 1000 RR motorbike, 2022 
model, as the screws of the transmis-
sion cover are loose, which causes oil 
leak.

The ministry said the recall cam-
paign comes within the framework 
of its ongoing efforts to protect con-
sumers and ensure that car dealers 
follow up on vehicle defects and re-
pairs.

The ministry said that it will coor-
dinate with the dealer to follow up on 
the maintenance and repair works and 
will communicate with customers to 
ensure that the necessary repairs are 
carried out. 

The ministry urged all customers 
to report any violations to its Consum-
er Protection and Anti-Commercial 
Fraud Department, which processes 
complaints, inquiries and suggestions 
through Call Center: 16001, email: 
info@moci.gov.qa, Twitter @MO-
CIQATAR, Instagram MOCIQATAR 
and the ministry’s mobile application 
available on iPhone and Android de-
vices MOCI_QATAR

Mall of Qatar opens 38 new stores to bring exclusiveness to customers

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MALL of Qatar has announced 
the opening of 38 new retail 
outlets, many of which opened 
their first branches in Qatar, to 
give customers exclusive op-
portunities to purchase their 
favorite products from re-
nowned international brands 
and experience first-of-its-kind 
dining and entertaining experi-
ences. 

The new outlets, 19 of 
which are exclusive to Mall 
of Qatar, range from famous 
fashion, perfumes and jewelry 
to household supplies, furnish-
ings and furniture, electronics, 
and a number of cafes and res-
taurants.

The luxurious area in Mall 
of Qatar has recently witnessed 
the opening of seven inter-
national fashion stores that 
launch their first branches in 
the country exclusively at the 
Mall: Iceberg, showcasing the 
finest of Italian styles; Hack-
ett London, providing a wide 
range of sparkling men’s cloth-
ing and accessories; Tombo-
lini, known for the latest Italian 
chic suits; and the perfect shoes 
from Doucal’s; Fratelli Rosset-
ti, elegantly men’s and women 
footwear characterized by ex-
traordinarily flexible work-

manship; Pepe Jeans, which 
offers its customers exquisite 
fashion from the leading den-
im brand, and the best  jeans 
outfits and sportswear from 
the celebrated brand Hugo 
through its first and only store 
in Qatar that combines unisex 
collections with a unique de-
sign, while those looking for 
exclusivity and elegance will be 
satisfied with the luxurious and 
exclusive collection of Karl La-
gerfeld, when it opens its latest 
outlet soon.   

Lovers of traditional fash-
ion that reflects elegance and 
youthful vibrancy will have ac-
cess to unrivalled selection at 
Pal Zileri men’s clothing and 
Philipp Plein, a leading brand 
in luxury fashion and accesso-
ries that will open early Decem-
ber 2022.

In the same context, Nike 
reopened after renovation to 
have the first and only Nike 
Rise Elevated concept in the 
MEA.

Catering to the needs of 
entertainment and exciting ad-
ventures enthusiasts, Mall of 
Qatar has opened Rush Action 
Park, an adventure park that 
brings endless fun and excite-
ment to children and all fam-
ily members through its many 
recreational activities, such as 
wall climbing, trampoline, su-

per racing, and many others.
Store 974, the first PC gam-

ing store in Qatar, has opened 
its door at Mall of Qatar to 
electronic game fans, giving 
them the option to select from 
a wide range of products based 
on their preference. The store 
serves as a one-stop shop for 
gaming supplies. 

The Mall has also unveiled 
Kiddy Zone, an innovative con-
cept that enriches children’s 
experiences with an unparal-
leled collection of world-class 
games and clothing, and many 
more. 

Expanding children’s edu-
tainment options, a Lego store 
has joined the list of Mall of Qa-
tar outlets where children of all 
ages can spend quality time to 
combine learning, fun and en-
tertainment through a package 
of Lego games made with com-
pletely safe materials.

To address the needs of 
shopping mothers and their 
little ones, Mall of Qatar has 

introduced the ‘Mother & In-
fant Room’ which is a dedi-
cated special area on the first 
floor with five rooms and six 
counters for mothers to take 
care of their infants, while their 
siblings spend time in a pri-
vate and safe play area close to 
them.

Enhancing guests’ dining 
options and complementing 
the famous local and inter-
national cuisines currently in 
Mall of Qatar, 13 new restau-
rants and cafes have opened 
their doors to customers. These 
include the American restau-
rant Black Tap, famous in New 
York and the region for its deli-
cious burgers and milkshakes; 
Texas de Brasil, an innova-
tive concept providing a fla-
vor of the authentic Brazilian 
American meat with a unique 
churrascaria experience; and 
Azkadenia Restaurant offering 
its customers the opportunity 
to enjoy a variety of Arabic and 
Mediterranean cuisines.

Others newly opened res-
taurants are Nakhchivan, one 
of the restaurants with the 
most diverse cuisine in the 
world with a selection of inter-
national dishes; Emilia from 
the United Kingdom, exclu-
sive in Mall of Qatar providing 
an ideal destination to spend 
wonderful time with family and 
friends, and organize celebra-
tions and events; Salt, popular 
for sumptuous burger prepared 
from the distinctive wagyu 
meat; Karaki Lounge, where 
sweets and a wide variety of 
traditional dishes come togeth-
er with a modern touch to offer 
diners an irresistible taste; and 
Fire Fly Burger, renowned for 
delicious burgers and Ameri-
can cuisine.

Perfume lovers are not left 
out as Al Haramain Perfumes, 
an award-winning company in 
the field of perfumery, and Aj-
mal Store, which offers its cus-
tomers more than 300 types of 
the finest and most attractive 
perfumes, as well as body care 
products, unveiled their out-
lets at Mall of Qatar. Moreover, 
Swarovski jewelry is set to cater 
to the needs of bespoke prod-
ucts aficionados with its unique 
and elegant luxurious designs

The list of exquisite stores 
at the Mall has got a boost with 
the opening of Dolce & Gab-
bana Casa, the charming home 
furnishing brand that embod-
ies the spirit of Italian cul-
ture and unique style; Marina 
Home, a home décor and prod-

ucts company known for its 
high-quality products; Sivas, a 
famous name in luxury home-
ware and hospitality supplies; 
and Luxury Living Group, the 
leader in the design, manufac-
ture and distribution of luxury 
furniture for some of the most 
important brands on the in-
ternational scene: Trussardi, 
Bentley Motors, and Bugatti.

Commenting on the open-
ing of the new stores, Emile 
Sarkis, general manager of 
Mall of Qatar, said: “We are 
very pleased with the diversity 
of shopping, dining and en-
tertainment options at Mall of 
Qatar as it translates our con-
tinuous will to meet the aspira-
tions and various needs of our 
customers, while improving 
their shopping experience. In 
Keeping with the FIFA World 
Cup 2022 football fever in the 
country, we have ensured that 
Mall of Qatar provides the best 
choices to both, the residents of 
Qatar and the visitors from all 
over the world and invite them 
to access their favorite local 
and international brands.” 

He added, “With these sig-
nificant additions to our offer-
ing, our customers will be able 
to enjoy a world of delicious fla-
vours, buy the latest models and 
high-end fashion, supply their 
homes with the finest pieces of 
furniture and accessories, and 
at the same time experience 
unparalleled entertainment ad-
ventures with their families and 
friends – all in one place.”

SHURA DEPUTY SPEAKER MEETS LATIN AMERICAN PARLIAMENTARIANS

Deputy Speaker of the Shura 
Council HE Dr Hamda bint 
Hassan Al Sulaiti met with 
President of the Latin Ameri-
can Parliament Elias Castillo 
and Member of the Pana-
manian Parliament Omar 
Elias Castillo in Doha on 
Monday. During the meeting, 
they reviewed several issues 
related to joint parliamentary 
coordination and the ways to 
enhance the existing relations 
between the Shura Council 
and the Latin American par-
liaments. (QNA)

Nineteen of the new outlets are exclu-
sive to Mall of Qatar



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HEALTHCARE facilities across Qatar, in 
collaboration with the Healthcare Qual-
ity and Patient Safety Department’s Na-
tional Infection Prevention and Control 
and Antimicrobial resistance (IPC/AMR) 
Unit at Ministry of Public Health (MoPH), 
marked World Antimicrobials Awareness 
Week (WAAW) 2022, a global campaign 
that is held annually during the third week 
of November. The aim of the campaign is 
to improve awareness and understanding 
of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) and en-
courage best practices among the public, 
health stakeholders and policymakers, 
who all play a critical role in reducing the 
emergence and spread of AMR. 

This year, the slogan for the campaign 
was ‘Handle Antimicrobial with Care’ and 
the theme was ‘Preventing Antimicrobial 
Resistance Together’. 

Some activities to celebrate the week 
at healthcare facilities included conduct-
ing special ceremony to kickstart the 
campaign with physicians sharing per-
sonal experiences about the importance 
of proper antimicrobial use, conducting 
live lectures to medical staff, decorating 
the facilities with World Antimicrobials 
Awareness Week material, utilising moni-
tors across facilities flashing short clips 
and messages to increased awareness 
among patients and their families, plac-
ing posters and flyers with key awareness 
messages across the facility, playing AMR 
word games and competitions for best 
antimicrobial awareness posters and best 
decorations and prizes given as incentive. 

To increase the visibility of this global 
campaign, healthcare facilities partici-
pated in the ‘Go Blue’ colour campaign for 
AMR Awareness during the World Antimi-
crobials Awareness Week by wearing blue 
when participating in the events, adjusting 
social media profiles to blue and sharing 
with friends, family and colleagues, and on 
social medica when Going Blue. 

The Ministry of Health has also con-
ducted an extensive social media campaign 
in support of efforts to promote awareness 
and optimal use of antimicrobial resist-
ance.

In addition to healthcare facilities, the 
invitation to celebrate World Antimicrobi-
als Awareness Week was also sent to the 
animal health sector, food safety sector, 
environmental health and academic insti-
tutions urging them to participate in the 
celebration and encourage the prudent use 
of antimicrobials and to strengthen pre-
ventive measures addressing antimicro-
bial resistance, working together collabo-
ratively through a One Health approach.

The National Action Plan (NAP) for 
tackling antimicrobial resistance is due 
for update by 2023. On the occasion, the 
Healthcare Quality and Patient Safety De-
partment at MoPH conducted a two-day 
workshop to update the plan for next phase 
of implementation in line with the Qatar 
National Health Strategy 2023-2030. 

The first NAP was developed in 2017 
to cover period of 2018-2022 after exten-
sive consultations and input from stake-
holders. Same approach was undertaken 
to begin the process for updating the NAP 
and stakeholders from multiple sectors 
such as human health, animal health, 
food safety, food security, public health 
and academic and research institutions 
were invited. 

The workshop is first in a series of 
workshops that are planned to be conduct-
ed to update the NAP. In this first work-
shop, participants conducted deep situa-
tion analysis of the five major objectives of 
the NAP from 2018-2022 and drafted the 
operational plan for the next phase based 
on the finding of the analysis. In subse-
quent workshops, additional stakeholders 
will be consulted and their input will be in-
corporated in the next NAP.

Ministry, partners help
enhance awareness of
antimicrobial resistance

Ali Bin Ali Fashion opens ELIE SAAB boutique in Doha’s 21 High st at Katara

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE ELIE SAAB universe con-
tinues its expansion with a new 
boutique opening in Qatar in 
collaboration with Ali Bin Ali 
Fashion. 

The store is located in the 
Cultural Village Foundation 
(Katara) at 21 High st – Qatar’s 
fashion hub –– facing the main 
entrance of Galeries Lafayette 
Doha. This strategic move comes 
at a time when the region, and 
Qatar in particular, is becoming 
a major travel destination. 

Elie Saab Jr, CEO of ELIE 
SAAB Group, said: “Opening 
a Doha boutique cements our 
regional influence and our 
mission to personally cater to 
our diverse clientele. Qatar has 

quickly become a global termi-
nus and an imperative fashion 
location, which is why we have 
strategically partnered with 
the country’s leading luxury 
fashion reference, Ali Bin Ali 
Fashion, with whom we have 
a very long-standing relation-
ship, in order to optimise our 
reach as we continue to expand 
the ELIE SAAB universe.”

The sophisticated boutique 
is ready to welcome visitors 
and fashion aficionados to im-
merse in its modern and el-

egant atmosphere. Exquisitely 
designed, the store showcases 
the ELIE SAAB Maison line 
while also highlighting the 
brand’s signature aesthetic 
with soft femininity and en-
during allure. 

Visitors are welcomed 
through proud Roman col-
umns into an expansive 
340-square-metre-interior el-
evated with warm wood and 
lavish marble. 

The new showroom fea-
tures ready-to-wear collec-

tions, a dedicated kids’ area, 
a private bridal salon and VIP 
wing to cater to our varied cli-
entele.

Commenting on the new 
collaboration, Kevin Gerard 
Pender, general manager of 
Ali Bin Ali Fashion, said: “We 
are proud that ELIE SAAB is 
now a part of Ali Bin Ali Fash-
ion. This collaboration yet 
again allows us to support our 
vision of bringing the best of 
international fashion to Qatar. 
I am sure that together, ELIE 
SAAB and Ali Bin Ali Fashion 
will offer enticing designs to 
satisfy the refined taste of our 
clients.” 

ELIE SAAB Boutique in 
Doha is designed to expand the 
brand’s presence in the region 
and provide a more personal-
ised shopping experience that 
meets the needs of loyal cli-
entele. With flagship stores in 
Paris, Beirut, New York, Lon-
don and the UAE, ELIE SAAB 
continues to expand a vision 
for more meaningful connec-
tions by launching additional 
global boutiques in the near 
future.
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Oryx babies born in Sealine 
Reserve and Al Reem Reserve

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
 DOHA

THE fenced off Sealine Reserve, lo-
cated within the Khor Al Adaid Re-
serve, and the Al Reem Reserve of the 
Ministry of Environment and Climate 
Change, saw the birth of a number of 
Arabian Oryx. 

The ministry said the breeding 
of the Arabian Oryx in the reserves 
comes as part of its efforts to preserve 
the environment, resettle endangered 
organisms, preserve biodiversity and 
restore environmental balance to 
consolidate the concept of environ-
mental sustainability after the release 
of the Arabian Oryx in the Khor Al 
Udayd Reserve 

Sealine Reserve recorded the 
first birth of Oryx ‘Ghadeed’, which 
was monitored among the herd of 
Arabian Oryx by the supervisors of 
the reserve. in Al Reem Reserve, the 
number of births of Arabian Oryx in-
creased to 15 this month.

The resettlement and re-estab-
lishment of the Oryx in their natural 
areas and their natural reproduction 
is an environmental achievement 
that contributes to the balance of the 
environment, the enrichment of bio-
diversity and the preservation of the 
animal from extinction as a result of 
many environmental pressures, over-
fishing and the loss of vegetation.

This led to a decrease in their 

numbers and then their disappear-
ance from the wild. The Arabian Oryx 
is the largest wild mammal in the 
Arabian Peninsula, as its adult weight 
reaches 100 to 120 kilograms.

The Arabian Oryx is also distin-
guished by long, straight or slightly 
curved horns. Male horns are thicker 
and shorter than female horns, and 
they have broad hooves that facilitate 
their movement on soft sand.

MURAIKHI MEETS PRESIDENT OF EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT’S QATAR-EU FRIENDSHIP GROUP

Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs HE Sultan bin Saad 
Al Muraikhi on Sunday met 
with President of the Qatari-
EU Friendship Group in the 
European Parliament, Jose 
Ramon, who is currently in 
the country to attend part 
of the activities associated 
with the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. The meeting 
dealt with bilateral relations 
between Qatar and the 
European Union, as well as 
a host of issues of common 
concern. (QNA)

The new showroom features 
ready-to-wear collections, a 
dedicated kids’ area, a  
private bridal salon and VIP 
wing to cater to its varied 
clientele



MERIAM JELLITI 
DOHA

O
NE of the main tourist 
destinations now among 
football fans here is the 
old Doha Port, which 
has been attracting hun-

dreds of visitors daily since the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
kicked off. Fans from across the 
world were spotted visiting the 
port for either a day visit or to 
simply gather around the huge 
screen installed in the open area 
to watch the matches. For some, 
it is a routine itinerary on their 
way back to the floating hotels 
where they are currently stay-
ing.

Visitors to the port enjoy 
the World Cup atmosphere, 
and fans flocking to the site ex-
press their admiration and joy 
to be able to support their teams 
while having the opportunity to 
explore Qatar’s rich history and 
tradition.

“This exceptional World 
Cup is definitely a one of a kind 
first because it is obviously held 
in an Arab country, and what 
makes me happy is that this 
tournament broke the taboo of 
the Middle East region, I mean 
look at this place, it’s gorgeous. 
Qatar has been definitely an un-
forgettable experience and I’m 
enjoying every bit of it,” said 
Alexander Noup, a fan from 
Switzerland who is visiting Qa-
tar with his best friend to experi-
ence the World Cup.

The colourful port opened 
its doors to the masses since 
the start of the tournament, and 
what goes well with the colourful 
buildings are the diverse jerseys 
representing different teams of 
the World Cup.

“I visited this wonderful area 
yesterday night but I had to pay 

it another visit during the after-
noon to get a better view of the 
colourful port, this place is full 
of life and and green spaces, 
modern roads and open spaces. 

I’m also planning to come again 
with a bike to make sure I see it 
all.” added Noup.

From a distance, cruise 
ships rest on the opposite shore 

docked at the port near luxury 
yachts that are stunning in size, 
also here for the World Cup. 
These cruise ships are the float-
ing hotels currently accommo-

dating thousands of World Cup 
visitors in Doha.

One of these visitors was 
Julio Fabiano from Brazil, who 
was spotted taking pictures of 
the view. He said he is staying 
at one of the floating hotels dur-
ing the tournament, and enjoys 
a morning walk everyday before 
he leaves to discover the rest of 
the city.

The old Doha port project 
includes cafes, shops, restau-
rants, a fish market, housing, 
sites for artists, and an open 
air park. The buildings in the 
Al Mina area appear in bright 
and distinctive colours, as if you 
were in one of the Italian villages 
of Florence or the Greek cities.

The port was constructed 

based on international stand-
ards, which consolidates Qatar’s 
tourism position, and contrib-
utes to the expected growth in 
the number of cruises during 
this current busy period.

The asphalt layer on the 
street leading to the marina was 
replaced with granite to match 
the general character of the port, 
and to enhance safety for pedes-
trians and visitors, in addition to 
having a spacious and organised 
park.

The old port of Doha also 
provides free means of trans-
portation, whether by buses or 
electric golf cars, for the conven-
ience of visitors.

“I think the name “Old Port 
of Doha” needs to be reviewed, 
because what I found here is 
modernity and a brand new 
Port, for example, “Port of Doha 
City,” or “Doha Port Village,” 
instead of addressing the name 
of the word “the old “. But still 
I’m very grateful for this experi-
ence and Doha Port is definitely 
one of my favourites so far, and 
thanks to everyone who spon-
sored and implemented this 
project, which added impressive 
tourism value to Qatar,” said Fa-
biano.

Old Doha Port emerges World Cup 
aficionados’ favourite destination

QNA 
DOHA 

A range of family-friendly cultural and 
artistic activities organised by the Minis-
try of Social Development and Family, in 
addition to the enriching experiences pro-
vided by the cultural house tent and the 
Arabic calligraphy art events at the Katara 
Cultural Village are proving to be a huge 
draw among World Cup fans. 

 The Ministry of Social Development 
and Family combines education and en-
tertainment for adults and children in its 
pavilion, with the participation of the Qa-
tar Social Work Foundation, Social Devel-
opment Center (Nama), Shafallah Center 
for Persons with Disability, Family Con-
sulting Center (Wifaq), Orphan Care Cent-
er (Dreama), Center for Empowerment 
and Care of the Elderly (Ehsan), Al Noor 
Institute for the Blind, and the Behavioral 
Healthcare Center (Daam).

Director of Communications at Qatar 
Social Work Foundation Noor Al-Mohan-
nadi, told QNA that this year’s event will 
last for a month to celebrate the National 
Day and Qatar hosting of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. Daily activities at the pa-
vilion include interactive puzzle games, a 
colouring and drawing corner for children, 
a football corner, the PlayStation game, 
and the FIFA game, in addition to a me-
morial photo corner to document visitors’ 
visit to the pavilion.

At the top of the pavilion is a mural 
showing the goals and programs of the 
Ministry and its affiliated institutions and 
centers. The foundation participation this 
year was distinguished by its cooperation 
with the National Service Academy, which 
co-organised the shooting simulation 
event, which combines training and enter-
tainment.

Also, the cultural house tent in front 
of the open theater in Katara represents 
a daily cultural and social meeting place 
for guests and residents of Qatar to get ac-
quainted with the features of the food and 
daily lifestyle of people from the region.  

While the Arabic calligraphy art events 

at buildings 5 and 6 in Katara represent 
the diversity and richness in employing 
the aesthetics and arts of Arabic calligra-
phy and the multiplicity of used materials, 
including calligraphy arts on paper, wood 
and metal, and filling coloured sand into 
bottles, and the use of sand in writing with 
the participation of specialists and pro-
fessional calligraphers. This event has at-
tracted the attention and curiosity of visi-
tors from different countries.

In the Black and White exhibition, cal-
ligrapher Muhammad Ibrahim presents 
his paintings and his experience in writing 
the names of Katara visitors and the World 
Cup guests from different countries in dif-
ferent Arabic language scripts, along with 
phrases of their choice. They document an 
aspect of their visit to Doha, like calligra-
pher Ahmed Hafez, who explains to the 
guests his exhibition of Arabic calligraphy 
and its drawing methods.

Family-friendly activities, booths 
attract sizeable crowds to Katara
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Japanese fans, despite being heartbroken after a loss to Croatia, 
still stayed behind to clean the stadium, a practice they have been 
doing throughout the tournament. 

JAPANESE FANS WIN 
HEARTS 



Global arms sales rise for 7th 
year despite supply chain issues

AGENCIES 

SALES of arms and military ser-
vices by the world’s 100 biggest 
defence companies rose 1.9 per-
cent to $592bn in 2021 despite 
supply chain issues that held 
up shipments of critical com-
ponents, according to new data 
from the Stockholm Interna-
tional Peace Research Institute 
(SIPRI).

The increase, accelerating 
from 1.1 percent in 2019-2020, 
marked the seventh consecutive 
year of rising global arms sales, 
SIPRI said in its Arms Industry 
Database released Monday.

SIPRI said supply chain is-
sues continued to hold back 
trade in 2021 and were likely 
to get worse as a result of the 
Ukraine war.

“We might have expected 
even greater growth in arms 
sales in 2021 without persis-
tent supply chain issues,” Lucie 
Béraud-Sudreau, director of the 
SIPRI Military Expenditure and 
Arms Production Programme, 
said in a statement. “Both larger 
and smaller arms companies 

said that their sales had been 
affected during the year. Some 
companies, such as Airbus and 
General Dynamics, also report-
ed labour shortages.” Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine in February 
2022 was also increasing supply 

chain challenges for arms com-
panies around the world, the 
SIPRI report said.

Companies in the United 
States dominated the list with 
sales of the 40 US companies 
in the listing totalling $299bn 
in 2021. 

Continuing a pattern estab-
lished in 2018, the five firms at 
the top of the list were all based 
in the US: Lockheed Martin, 
Raytheon Technologies, Boe-
ing, Northrop Grumman and 
General Dynamics.

Companies in the United 
States dominated the list 
with sales of the 40 US 
companies in the list total-
ling $299bn in 2021. 

AGENCIES 

UKRAINIAN officials say at 
least two people have been 
killed in renewed Russian mis-
sile attacks in Zaporizhzhia.

Ukrainian officials say that 
the latest wave of Russian 
missile strikes leaves two peo-
ple dead, destroying homes in 
Zaporizhzhia and causing ma-
jor power outages.

Air raid sirens blared in 
the capital Kyiv and across 
the country in what officials 
described as the latest wave of 
Russian missile strikes.

Kyrylo Tymoshenko, dep-
uty head of the presidential of-
fice, said on Telegram missiles 
had crashed into buildings 
in Zaporizhzhia “As a result 
of Russian shelling, a small 
child was injured – 1 year and 
10 months. Thus, two people 

died, three were injured.
“Russians are terrorists 

who have nothing to do with 
civilization and human val-
ues!” Russian strikes hit en-
ergy facilities in three Ukrain-
ian regions but the nationwide 
power system remains func-
tioning and intact, Ukraine’s 
prime minister said.

Prime Minister Denys 
Shmyhal wrote on Telegram: 
“The terrorist country of 
Russia tried to implement 
its criminal plan again – to 
plunge Ukraine into darkness 
and cold. Thanks to the heroic 
armed forces and air defence 
forces, the enemy once again 
failed in its plan.

“The country’s energy 
system is functioning and re-
mains intact. Energy facilities 
were hit in the Kyiv, Vinnyt-
sia, and Odesa regions.

“In some regions, emer-
gency shutdowns have been 
forced to balance the system 
and avoid accidents. Rescuers 
are already working to elimi-
nate the consequences of the 
attack in order to restore light 

to every home.” Ukrainian air 
defences shot down most of 
the Russian missiles, and en-
ergy workers have already be-
gun work on restoring power 
supplies, according to Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy.

Ukrainian air defences 
succeeded in taking more than 
30 Russian missiles out of the 
sky, he said.

In the southern Ukrain-
ian city of Odessa, however, at 
least two pieces of infrastruc-
ture were hit, according to 
the authorities. As a result of 
power cuts, the water supply 
and district heating in the port 
city failed.

The air alert was in effect 
for almost three hours across 
Ukraine.

Zelensky reported in a 
video that repair of the dam-
age had already begun. At the 
same time, the president as-
sured: “Our people never give 
up.” Russia has been waging 
a war against its neighbour 
Ukraine since the end of Feb-
ruary. Following military set-

backs, Moscow has massively 
shelled Ukraine’s energy in-
frastructure with missiles 
eight times since October. 
Large parts of the country now 
only have electricity intermit-
tently.

Ukrainian diplomatic out-
posts have also been the target 
of suspicious parcels by mail 
in at least 12 countries, ac-
cording to Ukrainian Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Oleh 
Nikolenko on Monday.

There have been 21 such 
cases in recent weeks, at both 
consulates and embassies. Ad-
ditionally, Spanish police took 
possession of three suspicious 
envelopes before they could 
reach their destination.

Packages containing 
bloody animal eyes arrived at 
several Ukrainian outposts last 
week. Before that, there had 
been a series of letter bombs at 
facilities in Spain, which led to 
one security guard sustaining 
light injuries.

There are suspicions the 
incidents are linked to Russia’s 
ongoing invasion of Ukraine.

Russian missile attacks 
kill two in Zaporizhzhia

Civilians take shelter in an underground passage during an airstrike alert in the centre of Kyiv on Monday, amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Ukraine’s air defences 
shot down more than 
30 Russian missiles, 
says Zelenskyy.

Brussels terror trial hearings start

AGENCIES 

TEN men are going on trial in 
Belgium on the charge of play-
ing a role in two suicide bomb-
ings that caused the death of 
32 people and injured more 
than 300 in Brussels in 2016.

The ISIL (ISIS) armed 
group claimed responsibil-
ity for the attacks, which 
also saw three of the alleged 
perpetrators from the group 
– Khalid el-Bakraoui, Ibra-
him el-Bakraoui and Najim 
Laachraoui – die.

On Monday, presiding 
judge Laurence Massart con-
firmed the identity of all par-
ties to the case, including the 
defendants and lawyers rep-
resenting about 1,000 people 
affected by the attacks.

The event took place at 
the Court of Assizes – the one 
which deals with the coun-
try’s biggest criminal cases 
and was also NATO’s former 
headquarters in Belgium.

The Brussels bombings 
trial has clear links to the 
French trial over the Novem-
ber 2015 Paris attacks.

Six of the Brussels bomb-
ings accused were sentenced 
to jail terms of between 10 
years and life in France in 
June, but the Belgian trial will 
be different in that it will be 
settled by a jury, not judges.

The twin bombings at 
Brussels Airport and a third 
bomb on the city’s metro on 
March 22, 2016 killed 15 men 
and 17 women – Belgians, 
Americans, Dutch, Swedish, 
British, Chinese, French, Ger-
man, Indian, Peruvian and 
Polish, many based in Brus-
sels, the home to EU institu-
tions and military alliance 
NATO.

Nine men are charged 
with multiple murders and 
attempted murders in a “ter-
rorist” context, with potential 
life sentences, and all 10 with 
participating in the activities 
of a “terrorist group”.

They include Mohamed 
Abrini, who prosecutors say 
went to the airport with two 
suicide bombers but fled 
without detonating his suit-
case of explosives, and Osama 
Krayem, a Swedish national 

accused of planning to be a 
second bomber on the Brus-
sels metro.

Salah Abdeslam, the main 
suspect in the Paris trial, is 
also an accused, along with 
others prosecutors say hosted 
or helped certain attackers.

One of the 10, presumed 
killed in Syria, will be tried in 
absentia.

In accordance with Bel-
gium court procedure, the 

defendants have not declared 
whether they are innocent or 
guilty.

Prosecutors are expected 
to start reading from the 486-
page indictment on Tuesday 
before hearings of about 370 
experts and witnesses can be-
gin.

The trial is expected to 
last seven months and is es-
timated to cost at least €35m 
($36.9m).

The trial is expected to last seven months, 
with the verdict delivered by the jury after 
hearing about 370 people.

Special police stand behind defendants in a specially designed glass 
box in the courtroom during the trial of alleged jihadists accused of 
directing or aiding suicide bombings in Brussels’ metro and airport on 
March 22, 2016, at the Justitia building in Brussels on Monday.
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SEOUL: North Korea launched about 130 artillery shells in the 
vicinity of its border with South Korea, the Yonhap news agency 
reported on Monday citing military officials in Seoul. Several of 
the shells landed in a maritime buffer zone, which the two coun-
tries set up in 2018 in an attempt to reduce bilateral tensions. 
Tensions have been ratcheting upwards in recent weeks due 
to a series of North Korean missile launches, several of which 
have prompted South Korean military exercises. The belligerent 
rhetoric out of Pyongyang has also heightened of late. Several 
experts say they think it is likely North Korea is preparing to con-
duct its first atomic missile test in more than five years. (DPA)

North Korea fires more than 100 artillery 
shells near border with south

News 
in brief

Ex-French president Sarkozy fights prison 
sentence in appeal trial
PARIS: Former French president Nicolas Sarkozy, 67, appeared in 
court again on Monday, in an appeal against a guilty verdict from 
March 2021 for bribery and undue influence. The sentence at the 
time was three years in prison, two of them suspended. At the 
start of his trial before the appeals court, Sarkozy protested his 
innocence: “Where is the evidence? There is no evidence. I am 
defending my pride here.” The conservative politician was head of 
state between 2007 and 2012. According to the court, Sarkozy 
attempted in 2014 to secure confidential information from pros-
ecutor Gilbert Azibert regarding a different case via his lawyer, 
Thierry Herzog. Azibert would in return receive presidential sup-
port in applying for a post in Monaco. All three were found guilty, 
receiving similar sentences, with the court describing their crimes 
as serious, as they had been committed by a former head of state. 
Sarkozy’s actions had jeopardised the independence of the judici-
ary, the prosecution argued. The sentence was the most severe 
handed down to a former president in the history of the Fifth 
Republic, which was founded in 1958. Herzog and Azibert were 
also convicted in the first instance and are now also on trial again. 
The appeal is scheduled to last until December 16. The accusa-
tions are based on wiretapped telephone conversations between 
the politician and his lawyer. There was a dispute about the legality 
of this wiretapping. Investigators found out that Sarkozy and 
Herzog used mobile phones for confidential conversations, which 
the ex-president had acquired under a pseudonym. On Monday, an 
outraged Sarkozy argued that the communication between lawyer 
and client had been confidential and the wiretapping illegal.
A total of 3,500 of his telephone calls had been intercepted. The 
appeal is unlikely to be the end of Sarkozy’s legal difficulties. 
In September 2021, another court sentenced Sarkozy to one 
year for illegal campaign funding. He had exceeded permissible 
spending levels during his failed 2012 re-election campaign by at 
least €20m ($21m), it found. Sarkozy’s party was found to have 
concealed the payments through a system of false accounts, The 
court found that, while Sarkozy had not devised the system, he 
had ignored warnings and continued to campaign. He has ap-
pealed this sentence as well. (DPA)

Indonesia’s Semeru volcano shows signs 
of calming after eruptions
JAKARTA: Volcanic activity on Indonesia’s Mount Semeru appeared 
to be in decline on Monday after a series of eruptions on Java 
island over the weekend forced more than 2,000 people to flee. 
Authorities raised the volcano’s status to the highest alert level on 
Sunday after it showed signs of increased activity, spewing a col-
umn of hot ash 1,500 metres into the sky and dispersing volcanic 
ash in a 7-kilometre radius. On Monday, “the volcano was clearly 
visible,” the Centre for Volcanology and Geological Hazard Mitiga-
tion said in an early morning report. Only “thin white smoke could 
be seen spewing 500 metres from the peak,” it added. Authori-
ties have imposed a 13-kilometre exclusion zone on the volcano’s 
south-eastern slope. Mount Semeru stands at 3,676 meters 
above sea level and is the highest peak in Java, Indonesia’s most 
densely populated island. Indonesia has 127 active volcanoes. In 
December last year, 51 people were killed and more than 10,000 
were displaced after heavy rains caused a lava dome at Semeru to 
collapse, sending a huge column of ash into the sky and searing 
lava down the slopes. The hot ash cloud rained down on and blan-
keted houses in nearby villages in Lumajang district. (DPA )
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With a hopeful New Year 
around the corner, LuLu Ex-
change Qatar is celebrating 
the joy of giving by offering 
the brand-new iPhone 14 to 
10 lucky customers. LuLu 
Exchange Qatar has always 
unveiled new campaigns to 
offer the best services to its 
customers and the ‘Send 
Money Win iPhone’ campaign 
is the latest example of this                          
tradition.

the first lucky draw of the 
ongoing campaign was held 
at the D-Ring Road Branch, 
in the presence of hamad Al 
Mohannadi from the Ministry 
of Commerce and industry 
and LuLu Exchange officials. 
Five lucky winners were se-
lected from the draw and 
their names are Kumar Ra-

mar Ramar, Mohammad ha-
sib thanb Parambil, Maong-
menla Ao, Naeem Liyaqat 
Parkar, and Mark Ryan San 
Jose Dumlao.

the campaign involves 
sending money via LuLu 
Money App, https://lulu.app.
link/LuLuMoneyApp, during 
the campaign which is valid 

till December 31, 2022. With 
a total of 10 lucky winners, 
the campaign will hold its 
next lucky draw for five win-
ners on January 2, 2023.

LuLu Exchange Qatar gifts 
iPhone 14 to 5 lucky winners

Oil prices rise after Opec+ sticks with 
output policy, Russia sanctions kick in

QnA 
Doha 

thE price cap on Russian oil 
imposed by the US, EU, and 
Australia, as well as the deci-
sion of OPEC+ to keep produc-
tion output unchanged, saw 
crude brent prices jump 2.2 
percent.

Economist Dr Abdullah Al 
Khater told Qatar News Agency 
(QNA) that the price cap will 
have negative repercussions on 
the market structure and could 
lead producers to seek new 
markets.

he said this was already 
taking place, with supply turn-
ing to Asian markets that fol-
low supply and demand. he 
cited Russia’s announcing its 
willingness to sell oil to friendly 
countries at any price, as an ex-
ample of that. 

he added that Russia 
turned to other markets, in-
cluding Asia, to address any 
potential shortfall in sales. he 
highlighted indonesia’s an-
nouncement that it received an 
offer to buy Russian oil at a 30 
percent discount to the inter-
national market price.

this comes after the price 
cap of $60 a barrel set by the 
US, EU, and Australia went 
into effect this morning, in a 

bid to lower Moscow’s oil rev-
enues. 

Sri Lanka is also in negotia-
tions with Russia over getting 
oil at a discount to the global 
price, in light of its economic 
crisis. Myanmar is also buying 
Russian oil, in a bid to tackle 
high inflation. Bangladesh, 
meanwhile, announced  its 
intent on importing Russian 
oil. india is also meeting its 
demand for oil and coal from 
Russia. Al Khater told QNA 
that such decisions will have a 
long-term impact on supply in 
the market, adding that he ex-
pects it to lower investment in 
oil and gas, which could lead to 
even higher prices. 

he also said that setting 
a price cap will lead to higher 
prices, which is the opposite 
effect the countries setting the 
cap are hoping to have. 

he said prices will rise be-
cause the cap essentially ruled 
Russia out of the market, 
something other producers 
can take advantage of to drive 
prices higher. 

he also said that countries 
without a diversified source of 
energy cannot address their 
challenge by setting a price 
cap, but that they will have to 
ensure the energy market gets 
to balance.

Russian oil price 
cap will lead to 
higher prices, 
says economist
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Why the Middle East can 
play a pivotal role in new 
gas geography page 11

The first lucky draw of the ongoing campaign was held at the D-Ring Road Branch, in the presence of Hamad 
Al Mohannadi from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry and LuLu Exchange officials. 
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OiL prices rose on Monday as 
China continued to ease COV-
iD-19 curbs while Opec+ stuck 
to its output targets and Eu-
ropean sanctions on Russian 
crude kicked in.

Brent, the benchmark for 
two thirds of the world’s oil, was 
trading 2.7 per cent higher at 
$87.86 a barrel at 5.43pm Qa-
tar time. West texas interme-
diate, the gauge that tracks US 
crude, was up nearly 3 per cent 
at $82.27 a barrel.

the OPEC+ alliance of 23 
oil-producing countries said on 
Sunday that it would continue 
with its current production cuts, 
but left the door open for further 
market interventions.

the group said it was ready 
to address “market develop-
ments” and support the “balance 
of the oil market and its stability 
if necessary”.

At its last meeting in Octo-
ber, OPEC+ decided to slash its 
collective output by 2 million 
barrels per day until the end of 
2023, citing concerns about a 
global economic slowdown.

the OPEC+ move is “not a 
surprise, given the uncertainty in 
the market over the impact of the 
Russia crude oil import ban and 
the G7 price cap”, said Ann-Lou-
ise hittle, vice president of macro 
oils at Wood Mackenzie.

On Friday, the G7 and Aus-
tralia agreed on a $60 price cap 
on Russian seaborne crude oil 
after weeks of negotiations with 
Poland and other Baltic states.

the price cap aims to reduce 
Moscow’s oil and gas revenue 
while maintaining adequate sup-
plies of crude on the global en-
ergy market, preventing a surge 
in crude prices after an EU em-
bargo on Russian seaborne crude 
comes into effect on December 5.

Russia, which has been sell-
ing discounted barrels of crude 
to india and China, has said that 
it would not sell its oil under the 
G7 price cap.

“We expect the import ban 
to weigh moderately on Russian 
output in December, with a big-
ger impact expected when the 
European import ban on refined 
products comes into force on Feb-
ruary 5,” said Giovanni Staunovo, 
a strategist at UBS.

the embargoes mean an ad-
ditional 1.1 million bpd of crude 
and 1 million bpd of oil products 

currently going to EU countries 
will have to find new markets, 
according to the international 
Energy Agency.

UBS, which expects oil to 
rebound to $100 a barrel in the 
coming months, said markets 
would probably stay volatile in 
the near term, driven by Covid 
news from China and central 
policies in the US and Europe.

the Swiss lender maintained 
its “positive” oil price view for 
the coming quarters on expecta-
tions of lower Russian crude out-
put, a demand rebound in China 
and the likely end of strategic oil 
reserve releases in Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and 
Development countries.

Oil prices fell below $90 a 
barrel last month on concerns 
about China, the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy and top 

crude importer, as it battled 
near-record Covid-19 cases. this 
triggered fears that the country 
would respond with extensive 
lockdowns. however, the lifting 
of lockdowns and relaxation of 
strict containment measures in 
some major cities have support-
ed oil demand prospects.

“the recent easing of some 
COViD-19 restrictions in Shang-
hai may have influenced Opec+’s 
decision to not change policy,” 
said Staunovo.

European stock markets 
largely edged lower Monday 
ahead of the release of key activ-
ity data, with caution key even as 
more Chinese cities relaxed mo-
bility restrictions.

European equities have start-
ed the week in a subdued fashion, 
with investors focusing on the 
release of the final November 

PMi data for the region, which 
are likely to show the Eurozone 
heading into a recession as the 
year comes to an end.

Spanish and italian services 
PMi data both came in ahead of 
expectations, but the data for the 
Eurozone as a whole is still ex-
pected to show a contraction in 
November.

Eurozone retail sales for Oc-
tober are also due for release, 
and are expected to fall 1.7 per-
cent on the month with discre-
tionary spending severely hit by 
soaring inflation.

Despite these signs of Eu-
ropean economies in strife, the 
European Central Bank is still 
expected to hike interest rates 
at its final policy meeting of the 
year on December 15 with in-
flation running well above its 2             
percent target.

Top crude importer China is loosening COVID-19 restrictions in major cities

Russia, which has been selling discounted barrels of crude to India and 
China, has said that it would not sell its oil under the G7 price cap.

QnA
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SOUth Korea’s foreign re-
serves increased in November 
as the dollar-converted value 
of holdings rose thanks to the 
greenback’s fall, central bank 
data showed on Monday.

the country’s foreign re-
serves stood at $416.1 billion as 
of end-November, up $2.09 bil-
lion from the previous month, 
according to the data provided 
by the Bank of Korea (BOK).

the rise came as the value 
of its non-dollar holdings in-
creased when converted into 
the dollar thanks to the green-
back losing ground against 
major currencies.

the dollar index, which 
measures the currency’s value 
against six major peers, weak-
ened about 3.5 percent last 
month, the BOK said.

Foreign reserves consist of 

securities and deposits denom-
inated in overseas currencies, 
international Monetary Fund 
reserve positions, special draw-
ing rights and gold bullion.

Of the total reserves, for-
eign securities, such as US 
treasuries, were valued at 
$365.62 billion as of end-No-
vember, which accounted for 
87.9 percent of total foreign 
reserves, the data showed.

the value of deposits stood 
at $26.68 billion, which made 
up 6.4 percent of the total. 
South Korea was ranked the 
world’s ninth-largest holder of 
foreign reserves as of the end 
of October, the BOK said.

November’s growth came 
despite the BOK’s currency 
swap deal with the National 
Pension Service in which it al-
lows the pension operator to 
tap into the reserves to borrow 
dollars in exchange for the lo-
cal currency.

S Korea’s foreign 
reserves up on 
dollar’s decline 



Air travel recovery 
continues amid 
strong demand: IATA

Agencies 
London 

The recovery in air travel con-
tinued worldwide in October as 
more people travelled for busi-
ness and leisure, with Covid-19 
restrictions easing in most 
parts of the world.

Total air traffic in the 
month — measured in revenue 
passenger kilometres (RPKs) — 
rose by nearly 45 percent from 
October 2021, led by the Asia-
Pacific region, the Internation-
al Air Transport Association 
(IATA) said on Monday.

Growth was primarily driv-
en by an annual surge in in-
ternational traffic of 102.4 per 
cent, the global aviation body 
said in its monthly update.

October 2022 internation-
al RPKs reached more than 72 
per cent of October 2019 lev-
els with all markets recording 
strong growth, led by Asia-Pa-
cific airlines, which recorded 
more than a fivefold increase 
in October traffic compared 
with October 2021.

Forward bookings for inter-
national travel also increased 
to around 75 per cent of pre-
pandemic levels, following re-
openings announced by multi-
ple Asian economies.

“Traditionally, by October 
we are into the slower autumn 
travel season in the Northern 
hemisphere, so it is highly reas-
suring to see demand and for-
ward bookings continuing to be 
so strong. It bodes well for the 
coming winter season and the 
ongoing recovery,” said IATA 
director general Willie Walsh.

“People are enjoying the 
freedom to travel, and business-

es recognise the importance of 
air transport to their success.”

Aviation was among the 
industries hardest hit by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which 
had a domino effect on tourism, 
hospitality and supply chains. 
however, the sector is making a 
gradual recovery.

The travel and tourism sec-
tor is forecast to grow by 5.8 
per cent annually over the next 
10 years, ahead of global gross 
domestic product growth of 2.7 
percent yearly, and to create 
126 million new jobs by 2032, 
according to the World Travel 
and Tourism Council.

Middle eastern airlines 
saw a nearly 115 percent traf-
fic jump in October compared 
with the same month last year, 
Iata said in its latest report.

Citing a recent survey of 
european business leaders do-
ing business across borders, 
Walsh said that 84 percent of 
those polled could not imag-
ine doing so without access to 
air transport networks and 89 
per cent believed being close to 
an airport with global connec-
tions gave them a competitive 
advantage.

Meanwhile, even as the 
passenger traffic is on the rise, 
air cargo demand continues to 
suffer amid economic uncer-
tainties. Global cargo demand, 
measured in cargo tonne-kil-
ometres (CTKs), was down by 
13.6 per cent on the year in Oc-
tober, the aviation body said.

“Air cargo continues to dem-
onstrate resilience as headwinds 
persist. But as 2022 closes out, 
it appears that the current eco-
nomic uncertainties will follow 
into the New Year,” Walsh said.

Agencies 
UdaipUr 

MeMBeR of economic Advi-
sory Council to the Prime Min-
ister of India Sanjeev Sanyal on 
Sunday said India is capable of 
sustaining an economic growth 
of 9 percent for many years, 
even as he asserted that a high 
sustained GDP growth rate is 
key for the world to achieve 
the 2030 Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs).

Speaking at a side event of 
the first Sherpa meeting un-
der India’s G20 presidency 
here, the economist said In-
dia has a per capita income of 
only $2,200 and that has been 
achieved after several years of 
very high growth rate.

“Particularly for the Global 
South, sustaining high GDP 
growth rate is critical to achiev-
ing SDGs and without that, all 
we are doing will be re-distrib-
uting poverty.

“even for relatively ad-
vanced countries, most of them 
have very high debt levels. For 
them also, sustained high level 
of GDP growth will be very im-
portant,” he said.

Sanyal was speaking at the 
first side event of the India’s 
G20 presidency and the topic 
was ‘Transforming lives: Ac-
celerating implementation                           
of SDGs’.

Adopted in 2015 by the UN 
General Assembly, the SDGs 
are a collection of 17 global 
goals “for peace and prosperity 
for people and the planet, now 
and into the future” that are in-
tended to be achieved by 2030.

The goals are: no poverty, 
zero hunger, good health and 
wellbeing, quality education, 
gender equality, clean water 

and sanitation, affordable and 
clean energy, decent work and 
economic growth, industry, in-
novation and infrastructure and 
reduced inequalities.

The remaining goals are: 
sustainable cities and commu-
nities, responsible consump-
tion and production, climate 
action, life below water, life on 
land, peace, justice and strong 
institutions and partnerships 
for the goals.

Sanyal said that the GDP 
growth rate has been good for 
India despite the recent global 
crises, but there was still a 
scope to do better.

“We can sustain a growth 
rate of 9 per cent for many 
years. But it is not only about 

India. From the perspective of 
the Global South, a lot needs to 
be done,” he said.

As per the latest data, In-
dia’s economic growth slowed 
to 6.3 per cent in the September 
quarter of 2022-23 on account 
of contraction in output of 
manufacturing and mining sec-
tors, but the country continues 
to remain the fastest-growing 
major economy ahead of China 
which registered an economic 
growth of 3.9 per cent in July-
September 2022.

On a lighter note, talking 
about economic forecasting 
models, Sanyal said that sausage 
making was far more neater.

Sanyal is currently a mem-
ber of the prime minister’s eco-

nomic Advisory Council. earlier, 
he was the Principal economic 
Adviser to the finance minister 
for five years till February 2022.

he also rued that most in-
ternational organisations froze 
during the Covid crisis and did 
not provide the kind of hand-
holding that was needed during 
those circumstances.

“The only organisation that 
functioned during that chaos in 
2020-2021 was G20,” Sanyal 
said, as he called for newer ways 
of dealing with real issues and 
collecting real-time data from 
newer sources.

he said G20 is the only or-
ganisation to provide a leader-
ship that can give rapid solu-
tions in a real time.

India can sustain 9% GDP growth 
for many years, says Sanyal

Agencies 

ThRee deals announced last week 
herald a profound reconfiguration of 
the global gas market. One sends gas 
to Asia, another to europe and a third 
opens up Middle east gas. And the 
world’s greatest gas power of all is on 
the losing end.

On 21 November, Qatarenergy 
agreed an exceptionally long and large 
contract to send 4 million tonnes 
(5.4 billion cubic metres, bcm) of 
the chilled fuel, liquefied natural gas 
(LNG), annually to China’s Sinopec 
for 27 years.

Starting in 2026, this would run 
beyond mid-century, when the major-
ity of the world economy is supposed 
to have reached net-zero carbon (Chi-
na’s own target is 2060).

On Tuesday, ConocoPhillips and 
Qatarenergy concluded arrangements 
to ship two million tonnes of LNG to 
Germany a year over 15 years. And 
last Monday, Abu Dhabi National Oil 
Company (Adnoc) announced it would 
combine its LNG and gas processing 
arms, and conduct an initial public of-
fering of the new entity next year.

The essential undertone to these 
events combines three of this centu-
ry’s leitmotifs: the rise of Asia, decar-
bonisation to combat climate change 
and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

China seeks to raise the share of 
gas in its energy mix from less than 9 
per cent to 12 per cent by 2030. This 
would remain far below the global av-
erage. Nevertheless, the middle king-
dom is the world’s third-largest gas 
consumer, not far behind Russia, the 
top producer. It also overtook Japan 
as the world’s biggest LNG importer 
last year.

Gas is an essential tool in cleaning 
up China’s polluted skies, and in reduc-
ing planet-warming emissions. Later, 
it too will have to be replaced with 
zero-emissions technologies — carbon 
capture and storage, nuclear and re-
newables — but for now it is the quick-
est way to make large carbon savings.

But China is in a race against eu-
rope to secure gas. Russia is wrecking 
its own world-leading gas export busi-
ness, cutting supplies to its western 
neighbours to near-zero, and includ-
ing the physical destruction of the 
Nord Stream pipelines. Output was 
down about 20 per cent as of August, 
upon which Moscow stopped publish-
ing figures.

World gas trade is thus reorient-
ing from pipelines to LNG transport-
ed by tanker. Russia will try to shift 
some of its european sales to China, 
building longer and very costly pipes 
from Siberia. But its former exports 
to europe are equivalent to China’s 
imports from all sources. Beijing will 
buy more from Moscow, but it will not 
replicate europe’s disastrous over-de-
pendence.

europe itself has to replace up 
to 155 bcm of Russian gas imports, 
of which LNG will likely account for 
about 100 bcm. It will build another 
50 bcm of new import capacity by the 

end of next year. Yet only 20 billion 
cubic metres of new LNG export ca-
pacity will come online worldwide 
next year. Before 2025, only the US 
will add any significant capacity, 
about 60 bcm between five projects.

A Russian construction worker 
speaks on a mobile phone during a 
ceremony marking the construction 
of the Nord Stream pipeline in Por-
tovaya Bay, 170 kilometres north-
west of St Petersburg in Russia. AP 
Photo

A Russian construction worker 
speaks on a mobile phone during a 
ceremony marking the construction of 
the Nord Stream pipeline in Portovaya 
Bay, 170 kilometres north-west of St 
Petersburg in Russia. AP Photo

The LNG market is intensely cycli-
cal, even more than gas overall, or oil. 
Weak periods for new LNG capacity oc-
curred in the early 2000s, in 2012-15, 
and now from 2020 until at least 2025.

Apart from a few smaller fast-
track floating projects, liquefaction 

plants take at least three to four years 
to build. Taking a major project from 
concept through to operations some-
times requires decades.

Current high prices and the im-
perative of supplying europe are 
encouraging supply in the medium 
term. Qatarenergy’s is the largest 
single global expansion under way, 
gaining 67 bcm by 2026-27. Adnoc’s 
new Fujairah plant is another impor-
tant project with 13 bcm in a similar 
period.

African countries such as Mozam-
bique — which recently started its 
first exports via a floating facility — 
Congo, Mauritania, Senegal and Tan-
zania will also play important roles, 
but mostly after 2026.

Regasification terminals, by con-
trast, which turn the liquid back into 
gas for distribution to customers, are 
quick and easy to construct. histori-
cally, eighteen months would have 
been typical.

The floating import facility at Wil-

helmshaven in notoriously bureau-
cratic Germany started operations on 
15 November, taking just 194 days 
from the start of construction, a re-
markable achievement.

Once built, plants run as close to 
full capacity as possible, to recover 
their high fixed costs. Conversely, im-
port terminals serve market demand, 
and might not be needed at all at times. 
This makes spot prices extremely vola-
tile — $1.85 per million British thermal 
units (mmbtu) in the depths of the 
pandemic in May 2020, $57 per mmb-
tu — more than $300 per barrel of oil 
equivalent — this August as customers 
scrambled to cover losses from Russia.

To avoid this, Asian buyers in par-
ticular have typically preferred long-
term contracts based on oil prices, 
like the Sinopec deal. These cost more 
on average but avoid damaging price 
spikes. Doha has demanded such 
lengthy commitments, which europe 
has found it hard to grant because of 
its decarbonisation timeline. The Ger-
man deal could be a sign that is chang-
ing, at least until the mid-2030s.

So where does this place Adnoc’s 
gas reorganisation? The possibility to 
export more gas from the UAe rests on 
the country’s successful deployment of 
nuclear and solar power, and improved 
energy efficiency at home, freeing up 
fuel from electricity generation. It also 
relies on the development of new, tech-
nically challenging resources.

Adnoc has to ensure it stays com-
petitive and gets to market while the 
window of Russian replacement stays 
open. But the rise in American do-
mestic prices after a decade of torpor 
raises US export break-even levels and 
improves the prospects for others.

And offering private investors even 
a minority stake gives some access to 
the virtually closed world of Middle 
east gas — dominated by a handful of 
state companies and big international 
partners. Between China, europe and 
Russia, this region can grasp a pivotal 
role in the new gas geography, just as 
it has so long held in oil.

Why the Middle East can play a 
pivotal role in new gas geography
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Qatari LNG carrier passes through the Suez Canal. In November, Qatar announced its first major deal to send LNG to Germany as 
Europe scrambles to find alternatives to Russian energy. 

Member of Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister of India Sanjeev Sanyal
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Amir leads well-wishers to welcome UAE president

His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani led well-wishers to welcome his brother HH President of the United Arab Emirates Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan upon his arrival, 
and the accompanying delegation,  at the Amiri Terminal of Hamad International Airport on Monday morning on an official visit to the country. 
Also present to welcome HH President of the United Arab Emirates were HH Personal Representative of HH the Amir Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad Al-Thani, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, Chief of the Amiri Diwan Sheikh Saoud bin Abdulrahman Al Thani and a number of sheikhs. (QNA)

AMIR, UAE PRESIDENT HOLD TALKS

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of State of 
Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani and HH President of the sis-
terly United Arab Emirates Sheikh 

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan held 
an official talks session at the Amiri 
Diwan on Monday.

At the beginning of the session, 
HH the Amir welcomed HH Presi-
dent of the UAE and the accompany-
ing delegation. HH the Amir congrat-

ulated HH Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan on the 51st National 
Day of the UAE, hoping that this visit 
would contribute to the development 
of joint cooperation relations be-
tween the two brotherly countries, 
and take it to a broader level.

For his part, the UAE presi-
dent expressed his gratitude and 
appreciation to HH the Amir for 
the warm reception and generous 
hospitality, congratulating Qatar’s 
ongoing hosting of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, and its exception-

al success in organizing this world 
championship.

HH President of the sisterly 
UAE arrived at the Amiri Diwan 
earlier, where an official reception 
ceremony was held for His High-
ness. 
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With top star Neymar back in 
the team, a brilliant Brazil gave 
South Korea no chance and 
cruised to the Qatar World Cup 
quarter-finals with a 4-1 win at 
Stadium 974 on Monday.

it was also the first time 
since 1954 that a team had led 
4-0 at half time at a FiFA World 
Cup.

the game also marked the 
end of a historic Asian participa-
tion that saw three sides reach 
the Round of 16, despite none of 
them going further.

Brazil will now meet Croa-
tia, who advanced earlier after 
beating Japan 3-1 in a dramatic 
shoot-out following a 1-1 draw.

Vinicius Junior kicked-off 
the Brazilian gala after receiv-
ing a low cross from Raphinha 
in the seventh minute, and Ney-
mar, returning from injury after 
missing two games, doubled 
their lead from the spot in the 
13th.

Richarlison did magic in the 
29th as he scored another stun-
ner after his bicycle kick finish in 
their opener against Serbia, and 
Lucas Paqueta with a first-time 
finish sealed the quarter-final 
spot still in the first half.

Brazil even missed other 
good chances, leaving the feel-
ing that they could have scored 
twice as much as they did before 
the break.

in the second half, the team 
coached by tite slowed down 
the pace, but still saw Raphinha 
being denied twice from close 
range by keeper Kim Seung-
Gyu.

South Korea pulled one back 
in the 76th from a stunning 
long-distance shot from Paik Se-
ung-ho and, even though they 
forced keeper Alisson to make 
some excellent saves, the goal 
came too late for a comeback.

“We dream with the world 
title and must now go forward 
step by step.

We’re well prepared for 
that,” Neymar told Brazilian 
broadcasters Globo tV.

team-mate Vinicius Junior 
added: “We’re growing in the 
competition, we’re getting more 
confident. today we faced a 
team that gave us a lot of space.” 
the Real Madrid player didn’t 
tremble when he was face to face 
with keeper Kim Seung-Gyu and 
finished off Raphinhas’s low 
cross to give the five-time record 
champions the earlier lead.

it didn’t take long for them 
to find the net again as Neymar 
scored his first goal in Qatar 
from the spot after Richarli-
son was brought down by Jung 
Woo-Young.

Neymar had missed the 
group stage games against 
Switzerland and Cameroon af-
ter suffering an ankle injury in 
their opener against Serbia. the 
team’s top star, however, was 
fit in time to start in the last 16 
clash.

“i was afraid i wouldn’t 
make it. i was really worried i 
wouldn’t be able to continue, 
but the recovery work has paid 
off,” the Paris Saint-Germain 
forward said.

South Korea sparked some 
danger in the 17th, when hwang 
hee-Chan forced Alisson to 
make a big save, but that was 
their only good chance in the 
first half.

Richarlison, who scored a 
beautiful goal against Serbia, 

then added another stunner to 
his name in the 29th. he started 
off a beautiful ping-pong build-
up with some ball juggling, and 
was then found by Casemiro to 
slot it home.

Lucas Paqueta in the 36th 
practically put the game to bed 
with a first-time strike in the 
36th to complete Vinicius Jun-
ior’s assist.

After the break, Raphinha 
was denied twice by Kim Seung-
Gyu as Brazil seemed to have 
started saving energy for the 
quarter-final clash against Croa-
tia.

South Korea were danger-
ous again in the 70th, as hwang 
hee-chan’s powerful half-volley 

forced Alisson to make an ex-
cellent save, just five minutes 
before Paik Seung-ho found the 
back of the net, as his side said 
goodbye to the World Cup.

“it was a difficult match 
as we expected. We knew we 
were going to face a very strong 
team,” South Korea coach Paulo 
Bento said.

“Obviously our mission got 
a bit more complicated with 
an early goal conceded. After 
that, every time the got close 
to the goal, they scored,” Bento 
added.

After the game, the Brazilian 
players paid a tribute to football 
great Pele, holding a banner 
with his picture.
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Five-time  
champions Brazil 

run roughshod 
over South Korea

Brazil players stand behind a banner honouring Brazilian legend Pele after FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match against South Korea at Stadium 974 in Doha on Monday. (aFP)
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Brazil South Korea

4 1
Vinicius Jr 7’, Neymar 13’ (P), Richar-
lison 29’, Lucas Paqueta 36’;

Paik Seung-ho 76

SCORELINE

 I was afraid I 
wouldn’t make 
it. I was really 
worried I 
wouldn’t be 
able to 
continue, but 
the recovery 
work has paid 
off.

Brazil forward 
Neymar

Brazil’s forward #10 
Neymar celebrates with 
Brazil’s forward #20 
Vinicius Junior, Brazil’s 
forward #11 Raphinha 
and Brazil’s midfielder 
#07 Lucas Paqueta after 
scoring his team’s second 
goal from the penalty 
spot during FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 Round 
of 16 match against 
South Korea at Sta-
dium 974 in Doha on 
Monday. (aFP)



dpa 
Al WAkrAh 

Croatia goalkeeper Dominik Liva-
kovic saved three of four penalties in 

a dramatic shoot-out as the 2018 final-
ists ended Japan’s stunning run at the Qatar 

World Cup on Monday 3-1 for a place in the quar-
ter-finals.

Livakovic saved the first two spot kicks from 
takumi Minamino and Kaoru Mitoma, and, after 
being beaten by takuma asano, also from captain 

Maya Yoshida.
that allowed Mario Pasalic to clinch 

matters for Croatia and break Japan’s 
hearts, after Nikola Vlasic and Marce-

lo Brozovic converted while Marko 
Livaja was denied by the left post.

the score was locked at 1-1 
after 120 minutes in the first 
game at the tournament that 
went beyond 90 minutes.

Japan led from Daizen Mae-
da shortly before half-time as the 

Samurai Blue seemed on course 
towards another shock after beat-

ing former champions Germany and 
Spain 2-1 in the group stage, but ivan 

Perisic headed a 55th-minute equalizer.
Croatia reached the last eight for the 

third time after 1998 and 2018, and on 
Friday they will face either record five-time 

champions Brazil or South Korea, who meet 
later Monday.

they had needed extra-time in all three 
knock-out games en route to the 2018 final which 
they then lost 4-2 against France in 90 minutes, 
and even penalties in two of them.

“they had taken strong penalties but we ana-
lysed that beforehand. it wasn’t perfect penalties, 

and i was able to save them well,” man-of-the 
match Livakovic said.

the Dinamo Zagreb player became the third 
goalkeeper to make three saves in a World 

Cup shoot-out, joining Portugal’s ricardo 
in 2006 against England and country-
man Danijel Subasic 2018 against Den-
mark. Japan meanwhile missed a first-

ever quarter-final berth for the third time, having 
also lost on penalties against Paraguay in 2010, and 
3-2 in stoppage time against Belgium in 2018 after 
leading 2-0.

“We have given everything throughout this 
tournament and had great results, coming back 
against Spain and Germany. i am proud of my 
team, proud of my team-mates,” Yoshida told beiN 
Sport.

Croatia coach Zlatko Dalic had to replace the 
ill full back Borna Sosa with Borna Barisic. Japan 
helmsman Hajime Moriyasu made three changes, 
including fieling Freiburg’s ritsu Doan who had 
scored against Germany and Spain after coming on 
but not in the 1-0 defeat against Costa rica when he 
was a starter.

the Samurai Blue started brightly and almost 
snatched a third-minute lead but defender Shogo 
taniguchi headed wide when he should have done 
better of Wataru Endo’s cross.

Five minutes later Perisic dispossessed take-
hiro tomiyasu with the help of a little shove but 
then failed to beat goalkeeper Shuichi Gonda from 
a tight left angle.

But Japan were livelier and Daichi Kamada 
should have scored in the 40th when he instead 
completely fluffed his shot high and wide.

Japan were finally awarded for their efforts in 
the the 43rd when the ball fell to Celtic’s Maeda to 
smash home in a scramble after a corner kick.

But Croatia were level out of the blue in the 55th 
when Perisic headed Dejan Lovren’s cross into the 
bottom right corner from some 13 metres out.

the goal gave them confidence against a now 
more cautious opponent as substitute ante Bu-
dimir headed wide and Perisic also missed the 
target.

But Japan also had one last chance before ex-
tra-time when tomiyasu should have shot instead 
of trying to pass with only Livakovic to beat.

the added 30 minutes saw no telling chance 
apart from Kaoru Mitoma’s shot right at Livakovic 
while Croatian substitute Lovro Majer aimed wide 
with seconds left as the affair went to the deciding 
shoot-out where Japan finally ran out of luck.

“it is tough but i am really proud of what we’ve 
done. and i’ve really enjoyed this tournament,” 
Yoshida said.

Japan stopped

Keeper Livakovic the hero 
as Croatia beat Japan 
on penalties to reach 

quarterfinals
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  Croatia have won both of their 
previous World Cup penalty shootouts 
(vs Denmark and Russia in 2018), 
while Japan have lost their only previ-
ous shootout in the competition (vs 
Paraguay in 2010).

  Croatia have 
avoided defeat in five 
of their last six World 
Cup matches in which 
they have conceded 
the first goal (W2 
D3 L1), with three of 
these games going 
to a penalty shootout 
(also vs Denmark and 
Russia in 2018).

Croatia had the  
baCking of history

Japan’s defender #19 Hiroki Sakai reacts to his team’s loss at the Al Janoub  
Stadium in Al Wakrah on Monday. (AFP)

SCORELINE
Japan Croatia

1
Ivan Perisic 55’

1-3
Penalties

Daizen Maeda 43’

1

Croatia’s goalkeeper Dominik Livakovic 
celebrates with Mario Pašalic. (AFP)



Kylian Mbappe leads the race 
for the adidas Golden boot. 
seven players are now two 
Goals behind.

5 goals
Kylian Mbappe (France)

3 goals
Alvaro Morata (Spain)
Lionel Messi (Argentina)
Marcus Rashford (England)
Bukayo Saka (England)
Olivier Giroud (France)
Enner Valencia (Ecuador) *
Cody Gakpo (Netherlands)

2 goals

Bruno Fernandes (Portugal)
Niclas Fullkrug (Germany) *
Vincent Aboubakar (Cameroon) *
Mehdi Taremi (IR Iran) *
Robert Lewandowski (Poland) *
Kai Havertz (Germany) *
Giorgian de Arrascaeta (Uruguay) *
Ritsu Doan (Japan)
Ferran Torres (Spain)
Richarlison (Brazil)
Cho Guesung (Korea Republic)
Andrej Kramaric (Croatia)
Julian Alvarez (Argentina)
Breel Embolo (Switzerland)
Mohammed Kudus (Ghana) *
Aleksandar Mitrovic (Serbia) *
Salem Al-Dawsari (Saudi Arabia) *
(* Denotes a player whose team 
have been eliminated).

Golden Boot criteria
The Golden Boot will be awarded 
to the player who scores the most 
goals at Qatar 2022. If two players 
are equal, the one with the most 
assists will win it. If two or more 
players are still equal, the one who 
has played the fewest minutes will 
triumph.

Golden Boot winners
1930: Guillermo Stabile (8 goals)
1934: Oldrich Nejedly (5)
1938: Leonidas da Silva (7)
1950: Ademir de Menezes (8)
1954: Sandor Kocsis (11)
1958: Just Fontaine, France (13)
1962: Florian Albert, Garrincha, 

Valentin Ivanov, Drazan Jerkovic, 
Leonel Sanchez and Vava (4)

1966: Eusebio (9)
1970: Gerd Muller (10)
1974: Grzegorz Lato (7)
1978: Mario Kempes (6)
1982: Paolo Rossi (6)
1986: Gary Lineker (6)
1990: Toto Schillaci (6)
1994: Oleg Salenko and 
Hristo Stoichkov (6)
1998: Davor Suker (6)

2002: Ronaldo (8)
2006: Miroslav Klose (5)

2010: Thomas Muller (5)
2014: James Rodriguez (6)

2018: Harry Kane (6)

Qatar 2022 – 
The top  

goalscorersCurrently the top 
scorer at FIFA World 

Cup Qatar 2022, Kylian 
Mbappe is stacking up 
records and top-class 
performances at the 
same lightning speed

There are plenty of stories 
still to unfold at the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, but 
the mark left on the 22nd 
edition of the tournament 
by Kylian Mbappe is al-

ready lookiwng indelible.
On Sunday evening the French for-

ward reminded us all why he is the centre 
of everyone’s attention and why his name 
is never far from the lips of pundits and 
fans. In scoring a brace against Poland in 
the round of 16, the Paris Saint-Germain 
player notched his fourth and fifth goals 
of the tournament, jumping to top of the 
goalscorers list.

It is the first time in the history of the 
tournament that a player has scored twice 
in the round of 16 of two consecutive edi-
tions. In russia 2018, the boy from the 
Parisian suburb of Bondy scored twice in 
Les Bleus’ unforgettable 4-3 victory over 
Argentina.

“he’s exceptional”, defender Jules 
Kounde told FIFA+ after the Poland 
game. “he was superb yet again tonight, 
with two goals and an assist. But the most 
important thing is that he always plays for 
the team, it’s a collective effort.” 

Mbappe is indeed no solo artist, giv-
en that Olivier Giroud’s record-breaking 
52nd goal for the French national team 
came from a neatly disguised through-ball 
from the vibrant French star.

At 23, Mbappe is at the peak of his 
powers and has already left behind French 
legends such as Thierry henry, Michel 
Platini and Zinedine Zidane with his nine 
World Cup goals (his five in Qatar added 
to his four from 2018). Quite simply, no-
body has scored so many World Cup goals 
before his 24th birthday. Not even Pele, 
nor the great ronaldo, nor even the top 
scorer in World Cup history, Miroslav 
Klose, could lay claim to such a record at 
the same age.

Talking of comparisons, Mbappe has 
as many World Cup goals as Lionel Messi, 
and one more than Cristiano ronaldo. 
And with one key difference: the two icons 
are both the wrong side of 35 and playing 
their fifth World Cup, while the French 
star is only in his second. Not to men-
tion that he already has a winners’ medal 
at home, something that neither of those 
two legends can boast.

So how far can this amazing young 
man, for whom everything seems so easy, 
go? Surpassing Klose’s total of 16 World 
Cup goals seems genuinely feasible given 
how young Mbappe is. Joining the select 
group of legends who have won the com-
petition twice also seems within his grasp, 
given the strength of French football.

Anyone who wondered if Mbappe 
might struggle for motivation in 2022, 
relative to 2018 when he won the trophy, 
received their answer from the French 
prodigy in the post-match press con-
ference: “This is the competition of my 
dreams”, he stated. “My sole objective is 
winning the World Cup. That’s my dream, 
my only dream. That’s why I’m here.

however Mbappe insisted he was not 
bothered about the prospect of winning 
the Golden Ball for the tournament’s best 
player. “The only objective for me is to win 
the World Cup which means now to win 
the quarter-final,” said Mbappe.

Nobody can say how far Mbappe can 
go in his career, or even if he will one day 
become the greatest player in World Cup 
history – if indeed it is truly possible 
to definitively bestow that subjective 
honour on one player.

What can be said for certain is that just 
as the names of Pele, Maradona, ronaldo, 
Klose or Zidane have become inextricably 
linked to the World Cup, the same is al-
ready true of Mbappe. And he is just 23.

Mbappe
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caption

France’s forward Kylian Mbappe 
(left); Argentina’s Lionel Messi 
(above);  and Spaon’s Alvaro  
Morata of Spain are among the 
leading goalscorers.

Of course, this 
World Cup is an 
obsession for me, 
it’s the competition 
of my dreams.
Kylian Mbappe  
of France

This is The 
coMpeTiTion of My 
dreaMs:
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Doha

ArgentinA star Lionel 
Messi has expressed surprise 
that germany, against which 
he has lost three times at the 
World Cup, have been elimi-
nated again in the group stage 
at the Qatar tournament.

germany beat Messi’s Ar-
gentina in the quarter-finals 
in 2006 and 2010, and in the 
2014 final.

Four-time World Cup 
winners germany went out in 
the group stage like in 2018. 
Argentina are in the quar-
ter-finals, where they face 
the netherlands, and Messi 
hopes to finally lift the trophy 
in his fifth and final attempt.

Multiple media reports 
quoted the Argentine as 
saying after their last 
16 win against Aus-
tralia that “i was 
surprised that they 
went out.

“they had many 
top players, and 
they are a young 
team that is always 
among the best in a 
World Cup.

“it’s surpris-
ing that they were 
out again in the first 
round, but that shows 

how difficult the World Cup 
is. it’s no longer the name of 
the national team that mat-
ters, but what you see on the 
pitch.

everything is becoming 
more and more equal.”

Police probe report of burglary at home of England’s Sterling

Messi surprised by 
another early German 

World Cup exit

dpa 
LonDon 

Surrey Police have con-
firmed they are investigating 
a report of a burglary at the 
home of england forward ra-
heem Sterling.

england manager gareth 
Southgate said on Sunday 
night the Chelsea star had 
returned to the uK from the 
team’s World Cup camp in 
Qatar to be with his family.

A statement from Surrey 
Police read: “We are currently 
investigating a report of a bur-
glary at an address in Oxshott, 
Leatherhead.

“Police were contacted just 
before 9pm on Saturday, De-
cember 3 after the occupants 
of the property came home 
and discovered a number of 
items including jewellery and 
watches had been stolen. en-
quiries to establish the circum-
stances are under way and the 

investigation is ongoing.
“no threat of violence 

was involved as the items 
were discovered stolen retro-
spectively. enquiries into the 
circumstances are ongoing.” 
the news of the break-in led 
to Sterling being unavailable 
for Sunday night’s 3-0 victory 
over Senegal, which has taken 
england into the World Cup 
quarter-finals.

it is not yet clear whether 
the 27-year-old will return 
for Saturday’s match against 
France, with Southgate ad-

mitting he and everyone 
else would have to “wait and 
see” regarding Sterling’s  
availability.

“raheem, as the FA state-
ment says, is having to deal 
with a family situation, so 
he’s going back to england,” 

the england boss said in the 
press conference at Al Bayt 
Stadium.

“We’ve got to give him 
time to try to resolve that or be 
there for his family. that’s the 
most important thing at this 
time, so we’re going to give 
him that space.

“it didn’t impact team se-
lection. i spent a lot of time 
with raheem this morning, 
but you know you have days 
where events happen and you 
have to deal with them.

“He’s on his way home 
and, yeah, we’re obviously 
mindful of him being allowed 
space and (having) privacy re-
spected, so we don’t want to 
talk in too much detail.

“Of course it’s not ideal for 
the group ahead of a big game, 
but it pales into insignifi-
cance - the individual is more 
important than the group in 
those moments.

“So, i needed to look after 

the situation and then i had 
to pass it on to others to deal 
with this afternoon in order to 
get him home.” england cap-
tain Harry Kane sent his best 
wishes to Sterling at the man 
of the match press conference 
in Al Khor.

“Our thoughts are with 
him and his family,” he said. 
“it is a private matter with 
him, but it’s never easy to 
see one of your team-mates 
and friends have to deal with 
something like that.

“We will take it day by day 
and take the best decision for 
him and his family.

“From us as a team we 
send him our best and hope to 
see him as soon as possible.” 

the Football Associa-
tion offered extensive secu-
rity guidance to players before 
leaving for Qatar and has an 
experienced security team on 
hand to advise and provide 
support as and when needed.

England’s forward Raheem Sterling (left) and England’s midfielder Jude 
Bellingham celebrate after England won the Qatar 2022 World Cup 
Group B football match between Wales and England at the Ahmad Bin 
Ali Stadium in Al-Rayyan recently. (aFP)

Saudi Arabia set to 
land 2027 Asian Cup 
after India withdraw

dpa 
aL Rayyan

tHe 2027 Asian Cup is likely 
to be played in Saudi Arabia 
after the only other candidate, 
india, withdrew its bid.

the Asian confederation 
AFC said on Monday that a for-
mal decision on the host will 
come at its congress in Febru-
ary 2023.

the statement said that in-
dia and Saudi Arabia had been 
shortlisted in October but that 
the AFC “has been officially no-
tified by the All india Football 
Federation (AiFF) of their de-
cision to withdraw their bid.

“Following the withdrawal 
of the AiFF bid, SAFF’s [Saudi 

Arabian Football Federation’s] 
bid to host the 19th edition of 
the AFC Asian Cup in 2027 will 
now be the only one presented 
to the 33rd AFC Congress for 
consideration,” it said.

Saudi Arabia has never 
hosted the continental tourna-
ment its team has won three 
times. the team created a big 
upset at the current World Cup 
in neighbouring Qatar when it 
beat Argentina, but it did not 
advance from the group stage.

Saudi Arabia is reportedly 
also interested in hosting the 
2030 World Cup.

the next Asian Cup 2023 
is in Qatar after original host 
China withdrew owing to strict 
coronavirus regulations.
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dpa 
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gAretH Southgate is relishing 
england’s “acid test” against 
reigning champions France in 
Saturday’s blockbuster World 
Cup quarter-final clash.

Having topped group B 
without much fuss, the 2018 
semi-finalists opened the 
knockout phase with a comfort-
able 3-0 victory against Senegal 
in Sunday’s last-16 encounter.

england overcame height-
ened expectations and a bright 
start by the African champions 
at Al Bayt Stadium, where they 
will return this weekend to take 
on what Southgate called “the 
very best” in Qatar.

“We’ve got a brilliant tie, 
haven’t we?” the england boss 
said of the quarter-final against 
France.

“the two quarter-finals are 
fabulous football nations, great 
history, couldn’t be more excit-
ing.

“Our history is not quite as 
good as all the others, by the 
way, but we’re really pleased.

“i’ve just been told it’s the 

first time we’ve won knockout 
games in three consecutive 
tournaments.

“that’s another bit of histo-
ry that this team has managed 
to achieve and we’ve got to keep 
trying to do that.” 

Four years ago england’s 
World Cup dreams were extin-
guished at the semi-final stage 
with an extra-time loss to Croa-
tia, which they followed up by 
reaching last year’s european 
Championship final.

those runs underlined their 
progress but Southgate has al-
ways stressed the need to start 
beating elite nations on a regu-
lar basis if they are to become 
the best side in the world.

“you know, this is the acid 

test for us,” the england boss 
told BBC radio 5 Live. “We 
know it’s a step up from every-
thing we’ve had so far.

“But the team have gar-
nered so much experience in 
the last few years.

they’re playing with confi-
dence.

“We look threatening, we’re 
scoring goals, another clean 
sheet, which was really pleasing 
to see.

“So, we’re in a good place, 
but we know the level of the op-
position as well.” Southgate’s 
selection and set-up will be dis-
cussed in great detail ahead of 
the quarter-final against star-
studded France.

But while Les Bleus have 
Kylian Mbappe, england have 
Harry Kane.

the 29-year-old produced 
three assists in the group stage 
and got off the mark in Qatar 
against Senegal, with the 2018 
golden Boot winner lashing 
home on the stroke of half-
time.

“i think for any striker when 
you haven’t scored it is there in 
the back of your mind, and you 

get that lift of confidence when 
it comes,” Southgate said in the 
post-match press conference.

“it was great. there’s still 
nobody i’d rather have in that 
moment, bearing down on goal 
and a really clinical finish, so 
that will do him the world of 
good.

“the great thing for us is 
that the goals have been spread, 
we’ve not been dependent on 
him.

“i think we have only a cou-
ple of goals from set plays as 
well, which in the past was a 
huge percentage of our goals.

“So, it’s great that we are 
showing another side to our at-
tacking play.” england’s “ruth-
lessness” delighted Southgate 
in Al Khor, where Kane found 
the net shortly after Jordan 
Henderson opened the scoring 
on a night that Bukayo Saka 
rounded off.

the 52-year-old was full of 
praise of his midfielders after 
the last-16 win and this is the 
“best version” he has seen of 
vice-captain Henderson, who is 
helping to unlock Jude Belling-
ham’s potential.

Argentina’s forward Lionel 
Messi during a training 
session at Qatar University 
on Monday. (aFP)

The news 
of the break-

in led to Sterling 
being unavailable 

for Sunday night’s 
3-0 victory over 

Senegal 

We look threatening, we’re 
scoring goals, another clean 
sheet, which was really 
pleasing to see
Gareth Southgate

Southgate relishes  
England’s quarter-final  

‘acid test’ against France

Coach Gareth Southgate gives instructions to 
England’s forward #07 Jack Grealish as he re-
places forward #20 Phil Foden (out of frame) 
during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 round 
of 16 football match against Senegal at the 
Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday. (aFP)
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Brazil great Pele sent a message of sup-
port from hospital in Sao Paulo to the na-
tional team players ahead of their World 
Cup last 16 clash with South Korea on 
Monday.

“in 1958, i walked the streets thinking 
about fulfilling the promise i made to my 
father. i know that today many have made 
similar promises and are also going in 
search of their first World Cup,” the three-
time World Cup winner tweeted.

“i’ll be watching the game from hospi-
tal and i’ll be rooting for each one of you. 
Good luck!,” he added, as he recalled mem-
ories of his World Cup debut in 1958, when 
the 17-year-old helped Brazil lift the Jules 
rimet Trophy for ther first time in Sweden.

Pele made the headlines over the past 
days due to grave concerns over his health 
after the Folha de Sao Paulo paper report-
ed Saturday that the 82-year-old had been 
transferred to a palliative ward in a local 
hospital because chemotherapy was no 
longer bringing results.

His family, however, dismissed specu-
lation that the Brazilian football icon was 
close to death.

Pele, who had a tumour removed from 
his colon last year, was last week admit-
ted to the clinic in connection with cancer 
treatment, and the hospital said he was re-
sponding well to treatment.

His family had also dismissed specula-
tion he was in a very serious condition.

They repeated this in an interview 
with TV Globo on Sunday night, with two 
daughters and a grandson saying he was 
undergoing respiratory treatment in con-
nection with a coronavirus infection.  “He 

is ill, he is old. But as soon as he is feeling 
better he will go home,” one of the daugh-
ters, Kely Nascimento said.

Her sister, Flavia Nascimento, added 
that he was in a regular ward and said: “it 
is very unfair when people say that he is 
at the end of his life and in palliative care. 

it is not true, folks. Believe us.” Grandson 
arthur arantes do Nascimento said he had 
talked on the phone with the three-time 
World Cup winner about Brazil’s first two 
games at the World Cup in Qatar, that Pele 
was moved by all the well-wishing.

Pele told him about his alleged nearing 
death: “That will happen one day but not 
today.” 

The grandson added: “He will see how 
Brazil will become world champions a 
sixth time.” 

Pele had issued a statement on social 
media on the weekend, saying: “i’m strong, 
with a lot of hope and i follow my treat-
ment as usual. i want to thank the entire 
medical and nursing team for all the care i 
have received.”

I’m strong, with a lot of hope and I 
follow my treatment as usual. I want to 
thank the entire medical and nursing 
team for all the care I have received.
Pele in a statement

Family members dismiss reports as 
Pele sends Brazil message of support
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Tribune news neTwork 
Doha 

FolloWiNG three excellent ef-
forts at the top level since mak-
ing the transfer to young French 

trainer Jean De Mieulle, the 
five-year-old Purebred arabian 
FirST ClaSSS (Dahess x Top-
poftheclass) carried the colours 
of his owner Nayef bin Saad bin 
Sharida al Kaabi to victory when 

landing the Gr.1 (Pa) Sheikh 
zayed bin Sultan al Nahyan 
Jewel Crown at abu Dhabi 
Equestrian Club on Sunday.

Partnered by ronan Thom-
as and providing his trainer 

Jean De Mieulle with a poign-
ant moment in his fledging ca-
reer, the american bred First 
Classs was recording a third 
success at Gr.1 (Pa) level, fol-
lowing victories in both Doha 

and Meydan over the previous 
12 months.

Held up in mid division 
through the early stages of the 
2,200m contest, which was 
worth 5,000,000 aED, First 
Classs travelled well and took 
closer order on the turn for home.

Coming through to lead 
inside the final 300m, First 
Classs pulled clear of the 
field and went on to score by 
a length over the fast-finish-
ing the Khalifa Bin Sheail al 
Kuwari-owned and Thomas 
Fourcy-trained lady Princess 
(General), who was ridden by 

Jim Crowley.
The al ajban Stables-owned 

and abdallah al Hammadi-
trained Hameem (Valient Boy) 
finished a further three lengths 
back in third place under Dane 
o’Neill.

First Classs is a son of 
Topoftheclass (Genuine Mon-
arch). He began his career in 
the United States, where he 
landed a Gr.3 (Pa) at lone Star 
Park. in the two seasons that 
followed, the globetrotting five-
year-old has competed in five 
individual countries and has 
now recorded seven victories.

Nayef Al Kaabi’s First Classs lands Sheikh Zayed Al Nahyan Jewel Crown

iCC
RawalpinDi

England skipper revealed why 
his side made an early declara-
tion call on day four, a decision 
that eventually helped England 
seal one of their greatest away 
wins in a Test match.

Ben Stokes stated that the 
team had “no interest in try-
ing to play for a draw” after the 
thrilling win in the rawalpindi 
Test on Monday.

‘Bazball’ had taken Test 
cricket by storm in the home se-
ries in England, but the litmus 
test for this approach was on the 
flatter and drier wickets in the 
sub-continent and England aced 
the test with flying colours in the 

first Test against Pakistan.
Stokes hailed the win as 

one of England’s greatest vic-
tories in Test cricket away from 
home. “Today we were fortu-
nate to get the ball reverse-
swinging. James anderson and 
ollie robinson were fantastic 
today. We won probably about 
8 minutes before we would’ve 
come off. This is probably up 
there as one of England’s great-
est away wins.”
Scores: England 657 (Brook 153, 
Crawley 122, pope 108, Duckett 
107) & 264 for 7 decl (Brook 87, 
Root 73, Crawley 50) beat Paki-
stan 579 (Babar 136, imam 121, 
Shafique 114, Jacks 6-161) & 
268 (Shakeel 76, anderson 4-36, 
Robinson 4-50) by 74 runs.

First Classs carried the colours of his owner Nayef bin Saad bin Sharida Al Kaabi to victory when landing the Gr.1 (PA) Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan Jewel Crown at Abu Dhabi Equestrian Club on Sunday.

Brazil supporters stand above a banner depicting Brazilian football legend Pele ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match against 
South Korea at Stadium 974 in Doha on Monday. (aFp)

Fans of Santos attend a vigil outside the Albert Einstein Israelite Hospital where Brazilian foot-
ball legend Pele is hospitalized in Sao Paulo, Brazil, on Sunday. (aFp)

pa Media/dpa
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rENoWNED tennis coach 
Nick Bollettieri has died at the 
age of 91.

The charismatic american 
pioneered the concept of a live-
in academy and guided some of 
the biggest names in the sport, 
including andre agassi, Maria 
Sharapova, Monica Seles and 
Boris Becker.

Born in New York to italian 
immigrant parents, Bollettieri 
switched to tennis coaching af-
ter dropping out of law school 
and opened his tennis academy 

in Bradenton, Florida in 1978.
Sports management giant 

iMG bought the academy nine 
years later but Bollettieri con-
tinued to oversee its tennis pro-
gramme. The Williams sisters 
were among other players who 
benefited from the larger-than-
life Bollettieri’s help, while 
many academies have followed 
his blueprint.

Former world number two 
Tommy Haas, another Bollet-
tieri success story and current 
tournament director of the 
BNP Paribas open in indian 
Wells, wrote on instagram: “So 
many memories, i am not sure 
where to begin.

“Nickiiiii, that’s how i 
have called you for the longest 
time. Thank you for your time, 
knowledge, commitment, ex-
pertise, the willingness to share 
your skill, your personal inter-
est in mentoring me, and giving 
me the best opportunity to fol-
low my dreams.

“You were a dreamer and 
a doer, and a pioneer in our 
sport, truly one of a kind.”

renowned tennis coach  
Nick bollettieri no more

A file photo of legendary tennis 
coach Nick Bollettieri at Crandon 
Park Tennis Center in Key  
Biscayne. (Getty images/aFp)

stokes hails rawalpindi away 
win as one of england’s greatest

England’s players celebrate after the dismissal of Pakistan’s Salman Ali 
Agha on the fifth and final day of the first Test at the Rawalpindi Cricket 
Stadium, in Rawalpindi on Monday. (aFp)



VINTAGE, 

HEROIC 
DISPLAY ON DAY 16

On Day 16 of the men’s FIFA World Cup, two very different matches 
provided very different types of thrills. Brazil produced a mesmerising 
performance, scoring four goals in the first half before easing off the gas 
in a 4-1 victory over South Korea. Earlier, Croatia defeated Japan on pen-
alties after a 1-1 tie after 120 minutes. In the quarter-finals, Brazil will 
face Croatia. The colourful costumes worn by supporters of participating 
teams in Monday’s round 16 matches added colour to the tournament 
as usual.
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Chance to
write history
● It’s a great chance to continue writing our history. We’ve 
seen the euphoria in Switzerland and we’d like to give them 
another game

Portugal
start list
● I will announce it [the starting 11] to the team when we 
have arrived at the stadium, that has always been the case
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Switzerland aim to reach 
the world Cup quarter-finals 
for the first time in 68 years 
on tuesday against Portugal, 
and goalkeeper Yann Sommer 
and defender nico elvedi have 
recovered in time from illness 
to play.

Sommer and elvedi had 
missed the last group game 
against Serbia on Friday after 
catching a cold but have since 
recovered.

“the ill players who were 
absent are back on board,” 
coach Murat Yakin said on 
Monday, adding he had all 
players available and was 
“spoilt for choice.” Yakin 
praised his team as “mature 
and ready” as the Swiss seek a 
first quarter-final berth since 
the 1954 tournament they 
hosted.

“it’s a great chance to 
continue writing our history. 
we’ve seen the euphoria in 
Switzerland and we’d like to 
give them another game,” Yak-
in said.

Forward Breel embolo also 
insisted that the game against 
Cristiano ronaldo and com-
pany was not to be the end of 
the ride in Qatar.

“we want to go further, 
always further. i think every 
team that comes here has the 
highest possible goal 
- and we have that as 
well,” embolo said.

Switzerland 
and Portugal 
met twice 
this year in 
the nations 
l e a g u e , 

sharing a victory each with 
Portugal winning 4-0 and the 
Swiss 1-0.

Meanwhile, Cristiano ron-
aldo was on Monday criticised 
by his Portugal coach Fer-
nando Santos over his attitude 
when he was substituted in the 
last world Cup group game 
against South Korea.

ronaldo, 37, had argued 
and grumbled when taken off 
in the 65th minute of Friday’s 
game, with the star player and 
Santos saying later ronaldo 
had been upset with a Korean 
player.

Santos told reporters on 
Monday: “did i see the im-
ages? Yes. did i like it? abso-

lutely not. i didn’t like it at all.
“i couldn’t hear anything 

when i was on the pitch, i was 
too far away. i only heard him 
argue with the Korean player. 
But the issue has been cleared 
up and ticked off.

“these things are solved 
internally, and then it contin-
ues. everyone is focussed on 
the game,” he added ahead of 

tuesday’s last-16 date with 
Switzerland.

Santos did not reveal 
whether ronaldo would be 
starter on tuesday, saying only 
that all players are ready.

“i will announce it [the 
starting 11] to the team when 
we have arrived at the stadium, 
that has always been the case,” 
he said.

Santos has in the past al-
ways defended his superstar 
ronaldo, including around the 
circumstances of his release 
from Manchester United and 
the search for a new club - al-
though it has overshadowed 
Portugal’s appearances in Qa-
tar.

A combination of Portugal’s midfielder Bruno Fernandes (left) running with the ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group H football match at the 
Lusail Stadium in Lusail, north of Doha recently, and Switzerland’s midfielder Granit Xhaka preparing to kick the ball during the Qatar 2022 World 
Cup Group G match at Stadium 974 in Doha recently. (aFP)

Mature and ready

SwiSS
 out to challenge  

PortuGAl
DPA

BerlIn

CriStiano ronaldo is set 
to sign for Saudi Profession-
al league club al nassr on 
a two-and-a-half-year deal 
following his exit from Man-
chester United, according to 
reports.

the Portugal forward 
saw his stint at old trafford 
brought to an early conclu-
sion by mutual agreement 
last month following an 
inflammatory inter-
view with Piers 
Morgan where 
he revealed 
his unhap-
piness with 
United and 
their man-
ager erik ten 
Hag.

r o n a l d o 
has been in ac-
tion for Portugal at 
the world Cup in Qatar, 
scoring in their opening game 
of the tournament to become 
the first man to net at five dif-
ferent world Cups.

the 37-year-old wished 
to leave United ahead of the 
2022-23 season, and con-
firmed in his interview with 
Morgan that he had turned 
down a lucrative offer from a 
Saudi arabian club.

However, Marca on Mon-
day reported that riyadh-

based side al nassr are close 
to signing the five-time Bal-
lon d’or winner.

a move to the gulf 
state would mark the end of 
ronaldo’s illustrious career 
in europe, having starred 
for United, Juventus and 
real Madrid - indeed, he is 
los Blancos’ record goals-
corer.

no player has scored more 
in the Champions league 
than ronaldo, who is also the 

highest goalscorer in inter-
national football, with 

188 to his name.
at al nassr, 

he is expected 
to net close to 
?200 million 
($211 million) 
per season, 
with addition-

al economic in-
centives, a sum 

that would make 
him the highest-paid 

athlete in the world.
al nassr’s squad also in-

cludes Cameroon’s world 
Cup star Vincent aboubakar 
and former napoli goalkeep-
er david ospina.

ronaldo originally re-
turned to United ahead of the 
2021-22 campaign, but has 
mostly been frozen out under 
new boss erik ten Hag this 
season, prompting an explo-
sive interview that contrib-
uted to his departure.

Reports: Ronaldo 
set to sign for Saudi 
Arabia side Al Nassr

Riyadh-
based side Al 

Nassr are close 
to signing the five-

time Ballon d’Or 
winner, says 

marca

Switzerland’s coach 
Murat Yakin (left) and 

Switzerland’s forward 
Breel Embolo attend 

a press confer-
ence in Doha on 
Monday. (aFP)

Portugal’s forward Cristiano Ronaldo (left) and teammates Ricardo 
Horta (centre) take part in a training session at the Al Shahaniya SC 
training site on Monday. (aFP)

round of 16:  Portugal vs Switzerland (10pm) at lusail Stadium

We want to go further, 
always further. I think every 
team that comes here has 
the highest possible goal - 
and we have that as well.
Swiss forward Breel Embolo

Key Stats
 Portugal won their first two World Cup group games, 

defeating Ghana 3-2 and Uruguay 2-0, but lost 2-1 to 
South Korea as coach Fernando Santos made six 
changes to his already-qualified team.
 Switzerland beat Cameroon 1-0 and Serbia 3-2 but 
in between lost 1-0 to Brazil.
 Portugal, winners of euro 2016, have had little impact 

on World Cups, going out in the first knockout round in 2018 
and 2010, and even failing to get out of the group stage in 
2014 and 2002. In 2006, Portugal got as far as the semi-
final.
 Switzerland reached the knock-out stage in three of the 
last four World Cups but have not got to the quarter-final 
since 1954.
 Portugal captain Cristiano ronaldo needs one more goal 
to equal the Portuguese record for most World Cup goals 
held by eusebio who racked up nine in 1966 in england, the 
only World Cup tournament he played in.
 Xherdan Shaqiri’s goal against Serbia in the group stage 
meant he has found the net in more World Cup tournaments 
than any other Swiss player, having also scored in 2014 and 
2018.
 Shaqiri is one goal away from matching the most World 
Cup goals scored by a Switzerland player - six, by Sepp 
huegi, all of them in 1954.

Previous meetings:
 In 25 occasions before Tuesday’s match, Switzerland won 
11 times, Portugal nine and five matches ended in draws. 
In the nations league in June, Portugal won 4-1 in lisbon 
while Switzerland won 1-0 in Geneva.

(From L) Switzerland’s players train at the University of Doha training 
facilities in Doha on Monday. (aFP)
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Round of 16: Morocco vs Spain (6 pm) at Education City Stadium
Khalid Tawalbeh

Doha

The lone Arab team remaining in the competition, 
Morocco will give it everything when they take on 
Spain on Tuesday evening for a spot in the quarter 
finals of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. 

Morocco qualified for the round of 16 of the 2022 
World Cup after they outplayed Canada 2-1 last Fri-
day. 

Spain coach Luis enrique, while addressing the 
pre-match press conference on Monday, gave full 
credit to how the Moroccans have topped their group. 
he admitted that Spain have a difficult task in front 
of them.

“We feel good and we have the ability … I am satis-
fied with the preparations.  We will continue to rely 
on our usual way of playing and will not change our 
mindset.”

The former Barcelona coach noted that he had 
asked his players before the World Cup to prac-
tice on penalties during their training sessions with 
their clubs, stressing that all possibilities are open in 
knockout matches.

Morocco coach Walid Re-
gragui called on his team to 
believe they can defeat pow-
erhouse Spain as they at-
tempt to reach a first World 
Cup quarter-final.

The north African side are 
in the last 16 for only the second 

time after advancing 
as winners of Group 

F ahead of 2018 run-
ners-up Croatia, hav-
ing defeated Belgium 
and Canada.

“It will be a very test-
ing game for us. We’re com-

ing up against one of the best 
footballing nations in the world. 

I think they’re one of the favourites 
to reach the final,” Regragui said.

“That said, we’ve also got things up our sleeve. 
We’ve had one extra rest day compared to them and 
we’re going to try and pull a surprise out of the bag.”

Spain denied Morocco a famous win at the 2018 
World Cup with a last-gasp equalizer in a 2-2 draw, 
the only point the Moroccans picked up in Russia.

Morocco, the lone Arab and the last African team 
remaining in the competition, will have the backing 
of thousands of fans for Tuesday’s game at the edu-
cation City Stadium.

“We’ll come out swinging. We want to hoist the 
Moroccan flag way up high,” said Regragui.

“All Arabs and Africans, we want to make them 
happy. We want their prayers and we want their 
support so it can give us that extra ingredient to 
win. Before it was just the Moroccans that sup-
ported us.”

Morocco would become just the fourth 
African team to reach the quarter-finals — 
after Cameroon in 1990, Senegal in 2002 
and Ghana in 2010 — if they beat the 
2010 champions.

Morocco’s only other appearance 
in the last 16 came in 1986, when they 
lost 1-0 to eventual runners-up West 
Germany.

“I don’t think we should go out 
with any sort of complex,” said 

Regragui.
“Yes, we’re not stronger, but 

we know what Spain are made 
of. We shouldn’t be worried, we 
should have no regrets and give the 
best of ourselves.”

Spain were eliminated from the 2018 
World Cup in the last 16, but they have nev-
er suffered back-to-back exits at this point 
of the competition, and their tally of nine 
goals in the group stage was the joint-highest 

alongside england.
Morocco and Spain will be locking horns 

in the World Cup four years on from meeting 
in the group stages in Russia, where La 

Roja were indebted to a late Iago 
Aspas equaliser in a 2-2 

draw, and a similarly 
close contest should 

be on the menu on 
Tuesday.

Spain  
favouriteS but  

Morocco 
plot a SurpriSe
Morocco would become just the 
fourth African team to reach the 
quarter-finals, after Cameroon in 
1990, Senegal in 2002 and Ghana in 
2010, if they beat the 2010 
champions

Morocco’s 
midfielder #07 
Hakim Ziyech

This combination of pictures shows Spain’s coach Luis Enrique (L) and Morocco’s 
coach Walid Regragui. (aFP)

Morocco’s players train at the Al 
Duhail SC Stadium in Doha on 
Monday. (aFP)

Spain’s players attend a training session at the base camp of 
Qatar University in Doha on Monday. (AFP)

Key Stats
 Morocco are undefeated in 
six with coach Walid Regragui who 
took over the team in September. 
They have conceded one goal 
only, against Canada in their last 
match.
 Morocco have reached the 
last 16 for the second time since 
1986. It is the first time an arab 
coach has guided a team to the 
knock-out stages.
 Luis Enrique took over Spain 
in July 2018 after their elimination 
from the World Cup in Russia but 
quit in June 2019 for personal 
reasons. he rejoined the national 
team four months later.
 Luis Enrique led Spain to the 
semi-final of Euro 2020 last year, 
then to the final of the European 
Nations League before losing to 
France.
Previous meetings
 Morocco have played Spain 
three times since 1961, including 
once at the World Cup. Spain won 
twice, but the third ended in 2-2 
draw at the World Cup in Russia 
four years ago.

Yes, we’re not stronger, 
but we know what Spain 
are made of. We 
shouldn’t be worried, we 
should have no regrets 
and give the best of 
ourselves... We’ve had 
one extra rest day 
compared to them 
(Spain) and we’re going 
to try and pull a surprise 
out of the bag. We’ll 
come out swinging. We 
want to hoist the 
Moroccan flag way up 
high. All Arabs and 
Africans, we want to 
make them happy. We 
want their prayers and 
we want their support so 
it can give us that extra 
ingredient to win. Before 
it was just the 
Moroccans that 
supported us.
Morocco coach Walid 
Regragui

Spain’s midfielder 
#09 Gavi. 


