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enGLand SeT UP 
cLaSH WITH France

Henderson, Kane and Saka strike in smooth win over Senegal

DPA
Al Khor

Captain Harry Kane scored 
at last at the Qatar World Cup 
on Sunday when he helped 
England beat Senegal 3-0 and 
send them into a quarter-final 
against title holders France.

England overcame two big 
scares before Jordan Hender-
son opened the scoring in the 
38th. Kane ended the half by 
making it 2-0, and Boukayo 
Saka wrapped up the last 16 tie 
in the 57th.

Kane’s goal - after he had 
not found the net in the group 
stage - moved him within one 
of Wayne Rooney’s England 
record 53 goals.

He also moved ahead of 
Gary Linekar as England’s 
leading scorer at big events 
with now 11 goals at World 
Cups and Euros.

the tottenham forward 
was in fine form in al Khor 
along with teenager Jude Bell-
ingham who had played a star-
ring role in the first two goals, 
and phil Foden, who had two 
assists.

“Knock-out games are 
never easy but we have shown 
great maturity throughout the 

tournament. Mentality was 
top from the beginning and we 
took our chances throughout 
the game,” Kane said.

Looking at his goal, he said: 
“i’m a striker, so whenever i 
score i’m always happy.” af-
rica Cup of nations champions 
Senegal, without their injured 
superstar Sadio Mane, will la-
ment missing big chances 
from ismaila Sarr and 
Bouyale Dia when 
the score was 0-0.

they failed to 
reach the quar-

ter-finals as they had in 2002, 
and instead England will now 
face mighty France on Sat-
urday, after Kylian Mbappe’s 

brace helped Les 
Bleus beat po-
land 3-1 ear-
lier Sunday.

the two 
sides have met 
twice before 
at the World 

Cup, both in 
group games which 

England won 2-0 en 
route to the 1966 title 
and 3-1 in 1982.

“they are true 
champions. it will be 
a good battle,” Kane 
said, with Foden add-

ing: “they look like 
the strongest in the 

competition up to now. 
We back ourselves every 

day and we are confident.” 
Raheem Sterling missed 
the game because was deal-

ing with “a family matter” 
while Marcus Rashford had 

to return to the subs’ bench 
despite his two goals 

tuesday against Wales, 
with manager Gareth 

Southgate prefer-
ring Saka up front 
alongside Kane and 
Foden.

Senegal coach 
aliou Cissé made 
two changes, 
with nampalys 
Mendy in for 
the suspended 

idrissa Gueye and 
Krepin Diatta tak-
ing the place of 
pape Gueye.

England were 
in early control, 
without creat-
ing serious dan-
ger against a firm 

Senegal defence, but almost 
caught out twice after individ-
ual mistakes.

Harry Maguire lost the ball 
in the 23rd, Dia’s attempt on 
the following attack hit Stones 
but the ball fell to Sarr, who 
shot over from close range un-
der pressure from goalkeeper 
Jordan pickford.

Eight minutes later Saka 
gave up the ball in his half, 
Sarr fed Dia whose left angle 
attempt was denied by pick-
ford’s left arm.

However, England then 
hit back to take the lead in the 
38th when Kane split the Sen-
egal defence to Bellingham, 
who squared from the left for 
the Liverpool midfielder Hen-
derson to fire home a low shot.

“the first 35 minutes were 
tough, they were compact and 
tough to get through. they got 
in a few times down the sides 
so it was one of those games 
where we knew we had to get 
the first goal,” Bellingham told 
itV.

the goal restored Eng-
land’s confidence, and Kane 
then broke his Qatar duck on 
the last play of the half.

Borussia Dortmund’s Bell-
ingham won the ball at his own 
penalty area, started the coun-
ter attack by releasing Foden 
who crossed for Kane to smash 
past Mendy with a confident 
finish.

“i don’t want to big him 
up too much because he is 
still young but he’s one of the 

most gifted players i have ever 
seen. He has no weakness in 
his game. i think he will be the 
best midfielder in the world,” 
Foden said in praise of Belling-
ham.

and any Senegal come-
back hopes were over in the 
57th when Saka chipped home 
for 3-0 off another cross from 
Foden, and the Euro 2020 
runners-up then coasted home 
to their third clean sheet in a 
row after an opening 6-2 win 
against iran.

“We’ve shown we can score 
goals, we can be clinical when 
it matters.

We’ve shown we can keep 
a clean sheet and if we want to 
win the next one that will be 
important,” Bellingham said.

 Knock-out games are 
never easy but we have shown 
great maturity throughout the 
tournament. Mentality was top 
from the beginning and we took 
our chances throughout the 
game.

England striker Harry Kane

England’s Harry Kane celebrates 
scoring his team’s second goal at 
the Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday. 
(AFP)

England’s Bukayo Saka (C) celebrates after scoring his team’s third goal 
at the Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday. (AFP)

Kane overtakes Lineker as England’s 
top major tournament scorer
harry Kane surpassed Gary lineker as England’s all-time re-
cord goalscorer at major tournaments with his effort against 
Senegal. It was Kane’s first goal at this year’s tournament 
and took his tally in World Cups to seven in 10 matches, hav-
ing claimed the Golden Boot award in russia four years ago. 
The forward also scored four times for England in their run 
to the Euro 2020 final last year, making it 11 goals in major 
competitions - one more than lineker managed. The 29-year-
old is now also one goal short of equalling Wayne rooney 
(53) as England’s all-time record scorer, with Kane’s 52 goals 
coming in 79 caps. (STATS Perform/dpa).

Key Moment
A few to choose from, 
right from the moment 
the teamsheet dropped 
and we learned 
henderson and Saka 
would play from the 
start. Gareth 
Southgate’s selections 
aren’t always greeted 
with universal acclaim in 
England but he gets 
them right far more often 
than not. henderson and 
Saka both scored to 
underline that point.

England Senegal

3 0
Jordan Henderson 38’, Harry Kane 
45+3’, Bukayo Saka 57’

SCORELINE

Qatar coach Felix Sanchez leads the home team’s 
training session at the Aspire Academy in Doha on 
Tuesday, ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)
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Doha

Kylian Mbappe netted a 
brace and set up another to 
help France beat Poland 3-1 
on Sunday and fire his side 
into the quarter-finals of the 
World Cup in Qatar.

Olivier Giroud scored his 
52nd goal for France to be-
come their top goalscorer 
ahead of Thierry Henry with 
a lovely finish to complete 
Mbappe’s assist in the 44th 
minute.

“This is brilliant. My fam-
ily is here, it’s great, a child-
hood dream,” Giroud said of 
his goal.

“But my goal was to give 
everything for the team,” he 
said. “The adventure contin-
ues.” Giroud found the net 
again in the 57th but his beau-
tiful finish with a bicycle kick 
didn’t make into the scoresheet 
as the game had already been 
stopped due to a collision be-
tween keeper Wojciech Szcz-
esny and Varane.

it was then up to Mbappe 
in the 75th to seal France’s 
spot in the quarter-finals as 
he curled the ball into the near 
top corner, and the Paris Saint-
Germain forward added a sec-
ond to his name with a late 
effort into the far corner for a 
tournament leading five goals 
overall.

Poland pulled one back in 
stoppage time from a Robert 
lewandowski spot-kick but 
it was already too late for a 
comeback.

“We did our homework and 
got through the group stage. 
We didn’t manage that for 36 
years. But then, unfortunately, 
we met the world champions,” 
said Poland coach Czeslaw 
Michniewicz.

France will on Saturday 
meet the winner of the clash 
between England and Senegal, 
who play later on Sunday.

“When you see Kylian, with 
his skills, you can solve a lot 
of problems,” France coach 
Didier Deschamps said, but 
stressed: “it was a team effort 
from the start.” France were 
the most dangerous team from 
the start and saw aurelien 
Tchouaméni’s effort denied by 
Szczesny in the 12th minute. 
Giroud also missed a chance 
as he failed to slide Ousmane 
Dembele’s low cross into the 
empty net.

Poland had their most 
threatening moment in the 
38th. Piotr Zielinski was first 
denied by Hugo lloris, then 

blocked by Theo Hernández.
Jakub Kaminski had a 

third attempt but Raphael Var-
ane cleared it off the line.

France were then quick to 
respond and Giroud wrote his 
name in the nation’s history 
books by finishing off Mbap-
pe’s assist. But France were 
wasteful at the start of the sec-
ond half, missing good chanc-
es with antoine Griezmann’s 
free-kick and also Mbappe.

Giroud could have in-
creased his record but his stun-
ning bicycle kick goal served 
only to add some beauty to the 
game, as it was disallowed.

if the Poles had any hopes 
of finding the equalizer, those 
were dismissed when Mbappe 
curled the ball twice in the top 
corner to put the game to bed.

in the final minutes, Poland 
were awarded a penalty after 
Dayot Upamecano touched the 
ball with his hand. all-time top 
scorer lewandowkski had his 
first spot-kick saved by lloris, 
but the Franch keeper was off 
his line.

lewandowski didn’t miss 
the second attempt, but there 
was nothing else he can do as 
that was the final act of the 
game.

Michniewicz didn’t want 
to speculate about his and le-
wandowski’s future at the na-
tional team.

“My future doesn’t matter 
today. i know you are interest-
ed. But let’s talk about the na-
tional team,” he told reporters.

about lewandowski, he 
added: “i don’t think i should 
talk about his future. He’s our 
captain, he decides for him-
self.” 

Speaking to the le Paris-
ien ahead of the game, French 
President Emmanuel Macron 
got the final result right and 
even guessed who would score 
the goals.

“i think we will win 3-1! le-
wandowski will score one, like 
Mbappe or maybe Giroud,” he 
said.
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Poland’s forward #09 Robert Lewandowski
France’s forward #10 Kylian Mbappe (L) fights for the ball with Poland’s 
midfielder #20 Piotr Zielinski. (aFP)

France’s coach Didier Deschamps (C) celebrates with his players at the 
end of the match.

French players celebrate after their victory over Poland.

Kylian Mbappe (L) shakes hands with Poland’s coach Czeslaw Michniewicz

SCORELINE
France Poland

3 1
Robert Lewandowski (90’+9’, 
penalty)

Olivier Giroud (44’)
Kylian Mbappé (74’)
Kylian Mbappé (90’+1’)

Poland’s Robert Lewandowski greets France’s Kylian Mbappe. (aFP)

Poland’s goalkeeper #01 Wojciech Szczesny concedes a goal. (aFP)

A goal by Giroud and two from Mbappé 

underlined the might of the French 

France’s Kylian Mbappe 
in action during the 
World Cup Round  of 16 
match between France 
and Poland.

It was up to Kylian 
Mbappe in the 75th to 

seal France’s spot in 
the quarter-finals. He 

added a second to his 
name with a late effort 
into the far corner for 
a tournament-leading 

five goals overall.

Mbappe 
sends poland 

on their way
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The expanded 2026 World 
Cup may not necessarily feature 
three-team groups amid criti-
cism of the proposed reforms, 
says FIFA’s chief of global foot-
ball Arsene Wenger.

In January 2017, the FIFA 
Council voted to increase the 
number of teams participating 
in the World Cup finals from 32 
to 48, with the first tournament 
under the new format set to take 
place across the United States, 
Mexico and Canada in four years’ 
time.  FIFA initially said the new 
format will contain 16 groups 
of three teams, with the top two 
in each advancing to a 32-team 

knockout stage, but that proposal 
has attracted renewed criticism 
recently. Several thrilling group-
stage finales at the current tour-
nament in Qatar, where Japan 
and South Korea advanced in 
dramatic circumstances and the 
possibility of Poland and Mexico 
being separated via their discipli-
nary records emerged, have pro-
voked calls to abandon the plan.

The existing proposal would 
see an end to groups being de-
cided by simultaneous fixtures 
on matchday three, but Wenger 
has revealed the format could yet 
be altered. “This is not decided, 
but it will be 16 groups of three, 
12 groups of four, or two sides 

of six groups of four, like you 
organise two 24-team [tour-

naments],” Wenger said on 
Sunday.

“I will not be able to 
decide that, it will be de-
cided by the FIFA Coun-
cil, and I think it will be 
done in the next year.” 
earlier this week, it was 
also reported FIFA were 
considering the intro-
duction of group-stage 

penalty shoot-outs under 
the new format, with win-
ning teams being granted a 
bonus point.  

Undecided
This is not decided, but it will 
be 16 groups of three, 12 
groups of four, or two sides of 
six groups of four, like you 
organise two 24-team

Used to hate Giroud: 
Pochettino 

FIFA may row 
back on three 

team groups for 
2026 World Cup, 

says Wenger

Agency
doha

MAUrICIo Pochettino admits he used 
to “hate” olivier Giroud as he tried to 
keep him quiet as Tottenham manager.

France’s record goalscorer, who scored 
against Poland on Sunday, spent nine 
years in the Premier League with Arsenal 
and Chelsea, two of Spurs’ fiercest rivals. 
Pochettino was in charge in north London 
at the time and had to find a way to neu-
tralise the forward.

Giroud has long been labelled as un-
derrated, owing to his lack of star power. 
The AC Milan striker lacks the fear factor 

of other strikers, but he has frequently ex-
celled in the final third while also comple-
menting his teammates.

Pochettino said on the BBC : “Always I 
hate Giroud in the past because of Arsenal 
and Chelsea. he was a player you face and 
you know was capable of everything. It’s 
massive. It’s a player we as centre-backs 
hated because he’s a killer. Inside the box, 
it’s difficult because he’s big, clever, so 
smart.”

The Argentine was able to prevent Gi-
roud from scoring against Tottenham in 
all of their league meetings while he was at 
Arsenal, though he did score against Chel-
sea. he has also helped Milan win their 

first Serie A title in 11 years since leaving 
england.

rio Ferdinand said of the 
36-year-old: “The big thing 
for him is the attitude - you 
have to have the right atti-
tude to do what he does. 
he’s had people say he’s 
not good enough, he’s 
not the most flashiest 
player like an [Ky-
lian] Mbappe, but 
he knows what he’s 
good at and he ex-
ecutes.”

DPA
Berlin

oLIvIer Giroud pledged 
to put his record-breaking 
52nd France goal behind him 
after helping Les Bleus reach 

the World Cup quarter-finals 
with a 3-1 win over Poland.

Giroud equalled Thierry 
henry’s tally of 51 France 
goals by scoring twice against 
Australia in his side’s World 
Cup opener last week, and 

he went one better by open-
ing the scoring with a neat 
finish at the Al Thumama 
Stadium on Sunday.

Kylian Mbappe then 
scored two outstanding goals 
as France maintained their 

record of advancing from all 
of their last-16 World Cup 
ties, with this sixth such win 
teeing up a meeting with 
england or Senegal.

Asked about his record-
breaking strike by TF1, Gi-

roud said he was simply 
relieved to have ended con-
versations about when his 
historic goal would arrive.

“My wife and my children 
were there, plus my child-
hood friend. It’s a childhood 
dream to beat Thierry henry 
like that,” Giroud said.

“A lot of people told me it 
was coming, now I put it be-
hind me and my obsession is 
to go as far as possible with 
the team. “I was a little frus-
trated not to have been able 
to capitalise on one or two 
crosses that we  made at the 
start of the match, so I really 
wanted to score this goal, 
just to stop talking about it!”

The victory means France 
remain on course to become 
the first team to retain the 
World Cup since Brazil did 
so in 1962, while Les Bleus 
have only lost one of their 
seven knockout games at the 
tournament under Didier 
Deschamps.

France lost several key 
players - including Karim 
Benzema, Paul Pogba and 
N’Golo Kante - to injury 
ahead of the tournament, and 
Giroud believes strong team 
spirit has helped them cope.

“The adventure contin-
ues. We said to ourselves in 
the locker room that to live 
a magnificent experience to-
gether, we had to be united 
and be one,” Giroud said.

“We were able to find 
the right words in the locker 
room, we have a great group 
of friends, it shows on the 
field. This team is rewarded 
for its efforts.”
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France’s forward 
Olivier Giroud 
kicks the ball 

during the Qatar 
2022 World 

Cup round of 16 
match at the 

Al-Thumama Sta-
dium in Doha on 

Sunday. (AFP)

Former Tottenham Hotspurs 
manager Mauricio Pocchetino

Childhooddream
● My wife and my children were there, plus my 
childhood friend. it’s a childhood dream to beat 
Thierry henry like that

Unity inpurpose
● The adventure continues. We said to ourselves 
in the locker room that to live a magnificent 
experience together, we had to be united and be 
one

HIStorIC 

GIroUD relieved 
to move on from 
France record 
after beating 
Henry’s goal mark
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Tod’s new ‘Knockout Ticket’ package for subscribers
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

TOD, MENA region’s leading 
streaming platform for sports and 
entertainment, has introduced a new 
package titled “Knockout Ticket” to 
allow subscribers to enjoy the next 
phase of the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022. Priced at $49 the package 
will enable viewers to stream all the 
group 16 matches, quarter-finals, 
semi-finals and the final. 

The World Cup has already 
gifted exciting moments for fans in 
the group stage matches, which will 
continue to the round of 16 fixtures 
with the region’s favourite teams in-
cluding Morocco, Brazil, Argentina, 
Spain, Japan, France, England, and 
Portugal, competing for the next 
round.

By offering on-the-go streaming 
on popular iOS and Android devices, 
web & smart TVs, live commentar-
ies in Arabic, English, and French, 
real-time stats, 60-second match 

recaps, HD visuals, and clear, pow-
erful sounds, TOD has become the 
platform of choice for streaming the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

Commenting on the launch of the 

new product, John Paul Mckerlie, 
VP of Marketing and Sales at TOD, 
said: “We are seeing unprecedented 
subscriptions to our offerings from 
across the region. In a bid to extend 
the World Cup experience to eve-
ryone, we have launched the new 
“Knockout Ticket”. 

The package offers football fans 
a premium HD viewing experience 
for the next phase of the tournament, 
without having to depend on inse-

cure channels which may compro-
mise viewers’ data and security.”

Customers who had subscribed 
to “TOD Tickets” for a “World Cup 
Only” viewing experience will con-
tinue to enjoy unparalleled access to 
all the games. Additionally, subscrib-
ers who prefer to select and watch 
their favourite matches for a day 
can access the platform’s content by 
purchasing the “Tournament Day 
Ticket”.

TOD can be streamed across 
MENA on iOS and Android devices, 
including most of the leading smart 
TVs such as Apple, Samsung, Sony, 
LG, and Hisense, to name a few. 
TOD’s app can be downloaded from 
the App Store or Play Store and 
linked to up to 5 devices, with pin 
protection enabled personalisation 
options.

For $49, the “Knockout Ticket” 
allows new viewers from across 
the MENA region to enjoy the 
next phase including the group 
16 matches, quarter-finals, semi-
finals, and the final

dpa
al Rayyan

COACH Louis van Gaal knows 
there is a long way to go, but 
declared the Netherlands can 
become world champions in 
Qatar.

Van Gaal’s team progressed 
into the quarter-finals, where 
they will face either Australia or 
Lionel Messi’s Argentina, with 
a 3-1 victory over the United 
States at Khalifa International 
Stadium on Saturday.

Memphis Depay and Daley 
Blind struck in the first half, 
with the excellent Denzel Dum-
fries - who assisted the Nether-
lands’ first two goals - sealing 
the win after Haji Wright had 
pulled one back for the USA.

Van Gaal’s pragmatic ap-
proach has seen him come in for 
some criticism, but his team are 
now just two wins away from 
the final, and three away from 
lifting the trophy for the first 
time in their nation’s history.

“I get enough appreciation 
from the people around me,” 
Van Gaal said in his post-match 
press conference when asked 
if he believed he needed to win 
the competition to gain respect 
from some of his critics.

“I know the media don’t al-
ways report in a positive way, 
it’s a given in football, but some 
top countries didn’t progress, 
we still have three matches to 
go.

“We can become world 
champion. I am not saying that 
we will, but that we can.” Ac-
cording to Opta, who do not 
count penalty shoot-out losses 
as defeats, Van Gaal is unbeat-
en in his 11 World Cup games 
in charge of the Netherlands, a 

competition record.
The Netherlands have pro-

gressed from five of their last 
six round-of-16 matches at the 
World Cup, including progress-
ing from their last three appear-
ances at this stage, and while he 
was pleased with the outcome, 
Van Gaal pointed to the first 
half as an example of where the 
Oranje must up their game.

“I was very critical at half-
time in my analysis I share with 
my players as usual,” he ex-
plained.

“Despite being in the lead, 
we suffered so much, we were 
dispossessed so often, it was not 
necessary and that’s not accept-
able at a World Cup, if you play 
top countries you cannot make 
it.

“In the second half they did 
a much better job but neverthe-
less we were very pleased, and 
gives us incredible confidence. 
We will evaluate the match, 
then roll up our sleeves and get 
to work again, I can’t promise 
any more than that.” Van Gaal 
will leave his role at the end of 
the Netherlands’ campaign in 
Qatar.

Van Gaal shrugs 
off critics: ‘We 

can become world 
champions’

Balanced Morocco set 
to test Spanish style

FiFa.com

MOrOCCO progressed to the 
round of 16 at the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 after defeating 
Belgium and Canada in their fi-
nal two Group F games, scoring 
four goals in the process.

Despite conceding a lot of 
possession, they relied upon a 
balanced strategy implement-
ed by coach Walid regragui, 
whose intelligent tactics proved 
key in helping the team win by 
playing to their strengths.

Under Luis Enrique, Spain 
are known for playing a high-
possession game where the 
best form of defence is keeping 
the ball, giving the opposition 
fewer opportunities. That said, 
they did concede three goals 
across their matches against 
Germany and Japan.

The history of Spanish 
football is long and varied. For 
many years, La roja employed 
a direct, attacking style of play 
known as la furia which had 
much less to do with tactics and 
possession. Then, possession-
based tiki-taka was implement-
ed to great success, and teams 
around the world attempted 
to imitate Spain and adopt the 
same ideas.

Spain have had many great 
stars over the years, but they 
have not all played the same 
way. Cesar Luis Menotti, the 
coach who led Argentina to 
World Cup success in 1978, 
said “Spain have to choose be-
tween being a bull and being a 

bullfighter.” Spain: La roja’s 
best World Cup moments Take 
a look back at Spain’s best 
FIFA World Cup moments.

In the 1980s, under Javier 
Clemente, they chose to play 
like a bull, in the spirit of fu-
ria and these legendary words: 
“Give me the ball. I’ll flatten 
them.” Now, they might con-
sider returning to that direct, 
energetic and aggressive style 
of football, or perhaps to a 
more balanced style in order 
to overcome more challeng-
ing opposition without being 
bound to such a pass-heavy 
strategy. The round of 16 en-
counter between the two sides 
will provide an examination of 
Spain’s ability to achieve their 
desired results through the tac-
tics they have adopted in 2022.

The European giants will 
be put to the test, particularly 
given the number of players 
in the Morocco squad who are 
familiar with Spanish football, 
such as Yassine Bounou, Achraf 
Hakimi and Youssef En-Nesyri.

Having been knocked out in 
the group stage at Brazil 2014 
and in the round of 16 at rus-
sia 2018, Spain may harbour 
doubts about their footballing 
philosophy. Despite considera-
ble success at club level, Spain’s 
only World Cup joy came at 
South Africa 2010 when they 
were crowned champions. Pre-
viously, Spain’s best results 
were quarter-final appearances 
in 1986, 1994 and 2002.

Morocco’s coaching staff 
will be aware of that fact, and 
will no doubt be hoping that 
many of the Atlas Lions are 
able to draw on the experience 
they have acquired at top Euro-
pean clubs.

Morocco know the size of 

the task they face, especially 
given the success Spain have 
enjoyed under Luis Enrique, 
playing excellent football in 
reaching the semi-finals of 
UEFA EUrO 2020 and finish-
ing runners-up in the UEFA 
Nations League after losing the 
final to France.

Morocco’s greatest chal-
lenge will be limiting Spain’s 
chance-creation. The north 
Africans will need to quickly 
regain possession in crucial 
moments and exploit the weak-
nesses in the Spanish defence. 
Morocco will know they are on 
the right track of La roja start 
doubting their current playing 
style and opt, instead, to return 
to their old ways.

Morocco’s coach Walid Regragui oversees a training session of his players at the Al Duhail SC Stadium on Friday. (aFP)

Morocco’s 
greatest  

challenge will be 
limiting Spain’s 

chance-crea-
tion

Spain’s teammates react at the end of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
Group E match against Japan at the Khalifa International Stadium on 
December 1, 2022. (aFP)

Louis van Gaal

DüsselDoRF: Midfielder Jamal Musiala and full back Thilo Kehrer 
were the latest Germany players to express their frustration after a 
group stage exit at the World Cup in Qatar but also vowed to fight 
back. Musiala, 19, was one of the better German players in Qatar but 
that didn’t held the four-time champions who went out after losing 
2-1 against spain, drawing 1-1 with spain and winning 4-2 over Costa 
Rica. Germany missed the last 16 on goal difference against spain, 
having been wasteful up front and defended poorly at the back.

at the moment, it is still difficult for me to find the right words,” 
Bayern Munich’s Musiala said on Instagram. “This World Cup should 
be more for us, we have planned much more. Definitely! The disap-
pointment is huge right now. I will process this experience in the 
coming weeks and use it to learn from it. In 2023 I will attack with 
full motivation.” West ham’s Kehrer also took to Instagram, saying 
the second group stage exit in a row was “difficult to accept.
“UnFoRTUnaTely the last win wasn’t enough,” he added. “We’ll 
come back stronger!” (dpa)

Germany’s Musiala and Kehrer lament 
World Cup exit but vow fightback

 Quick read



Brazilian, Brazilian, 
how bitter you are. Each 
time we are closer to 
meeting again!”

The stands don’t lie. immedi-
ately after argentina’s 2-1 victory 
over australia in the round of 
16 at the FiFa World Cup Qatar 
2022, argentina fans were already 
thinking about a possible meet-
ing with Brazil in the semi-final, a 
classic rivalry that has been wait-
ing to be renewed on the biggest 
stage for 32 years by both sides.

For that to happen, the argen-
tinians need to beat the nether-
lands in the quarter-finals and 
count on the Seleção’s triumphs 
against Korea republic and the 
opponent that comes next. Brazil 
and argentina have not met in a 
World Cup since 1990, but the ri-
valry has only grown since then, 
with many regional clashes.

This could be one of the big-
gest games in World Cup history 
and the biggest Brazil-argentina 
match-up football has ever seen.

A rematch 32 years and 
counting...
Brazil and argentina have met 
four times in the history of the 
World Cup. The record is fairly 
balanced, with two wins for Bra-
zil, one for argentina and a draw. 
The four games took place in a 
span of five World Cups, between 
1974 and 1990.

in 1974 and 1978, the rivals 
met within groups that defined 
the qualifiers for the final. in 
the first meeting, Brazil beat ar-
gentina, but finished second in 
the group, which was won by the 
netherlands. Four years later, a 
0-0 draw helped argentina quali-
fy from a group that also included 
Peru and Poland.

in 1982, Brazil and argentina 
met again in the same phase. The 
Selecao defeated their rivals 3-1, 
in one of the great games of the 
mythical team that included zico 
and Socrates. But the defeat to 
italy ended up eliminating Brazil 
from the competition.

The last confrontation was in 
1990, already in the current for-
mat. in the round of 16, Brazil 
played a game of great possession 
and scoring chances, but Diego 
Maradona unbalanced the rhythm 
with a brilliant individual play be-
fore Claudio Caniggia’s goal.

Argentinian magic at the 
Maracana
Despite the history in World 

Cups, there is another component 
that spices up the rivalry between 
Brazil and argentina: the final of 
the Copa america in 2021. ar-
gentina had not won an official 
title since 1993. The 28-year ta-
boo came to an end in great style, 
against Brazil in the Maracana.

angel Di Maria’s goal gave 
argentina the victory and glory 
to remember in this rivalry. The 
triumph inside the Maracana be-
came the theme of music, flags 

and all kinds of celebrations by 
the albiceleste fans.

Messi and Neymar’s  
last dance
Before the competition in Qa-
tar, Messi and neymar spoke a 
few times that this could be their 
last World Cup. in search of an 
unprecedented title, the Paris 
Saint-Germain duo represents 
the greatest hope of each of their 
countries. a confrontation be-

tween the two friends, even be-
fore the ball starts rolling, would 
already go down in World Cup 
history, honoring a legacy wor-
thy of the clash between zico and 
Maradona in 1982.

The goal that became music
The importance of the Superc-
lásico is so great that Caniggia’s 
goal, even without being part of a 
title campaign, is one of the most 
celebrated goals in the history of 
argentina. The goal over the Bra-
zilians even became the theme of 
a song which went, “We will never 
forget that Diego dribbled you, 
Caniggia punished you, and 
they are crying from italy 
to this day.”

Fly, Canarinho, fly!
Even without winning the 
World Cup, the Brazil team 
of 1982 is considered to 
this day as one of the best 
that ever played in the 
tournament. The team’s 
greatest display was pre-
cisely against argentina. 
Brazil didn’t let their ri-
vals down and won 3-1, 
with goals from 
z i c o , 
Serginho 
Chulapa, 
and Jun-
ior.
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ExpEctations rising
for potential 

brazil-argentina seMi-final

Brazil players celebrate with supporters after they won the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group G 

match against Switzerland at Stadium 974 in Doha on November 28, 2022. (AFP)

1982 World Cup Finals, Second Phase, Barcelona, Spain, 2nd July, 1982, Brazil 
3 v Argentina 1, Brazil’s Zico (10) celebrates scoring his side’s first goal past 
Argentina’s goalkeeper Ubaldo Fillol (Photo by Bob Thomas Sports Photography via 
Getty Images/FIFA)

TORINO, ITALY - JUNE 24, 1990: Diego Armando Maradona (c) of Argentina competes for the ball with Ricardo (R) of Brazil 
during the FIFA World Cup 1990 match between Brazil and Argentina at Stadio Delle Alpi on June 24, 1990 in Torino, Italy. 
(GeTTy ImAGeS/FIFA)

Argentina eliminated 
Australia in the Round  
of 16, increasing the 
likelihood of a  
mouthwatering  
South American  
meeting in the  
semi-finals

Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi (R) smiles as he looks at midfielder #24 Enzo Fernandez after qualifying 

to the next round after defeating Australia 2-1 in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match at the 

Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium in Doha on December 3, 2022. (AFP)
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Too sTrong Too meek
France proved too strong for Poland as Le 
Bleus crushed the Polish dream of a first 
World Cup quarter-final appearance since 
1982, at the Al Thumama Stadium on 
Sunday. For the ‘Bleus’ fans, it was Olivier 
Giroud who supplied the first major shot 
of adrenalin. Kylian Mbappe topped it off 
with his 74th and injury-time goals. Poland 
fans, although disappointed by the out-
come, drew some consolation from their 
star striker Robert Lewandowski who gave 
one back to the French.

African champions Senegal were no 
match to England who on Sunday 
trounced them 3-0 to waltz into the World 
Cup quarter finals. Goals from Jordan 
Henderson, Harry Kane and Bukayo Saka 
will take the Three Lions into a clash with 
France on Saturday evening. England fans 
have grown weary of heartbreaks since 
the country’s only major trophy win at the 
1966 World Cup. Gareth Southgate, who 
took over as manager in 2016, has rekin-
dled hopes among supporters of ending 
the barren run.

France supporters 
at the Al Thumama 
Stadium on Sunday.

England supporters at the 
Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday.

Senegalese supporters at 
a fan zone in Dakar. (AFP)

A Le Bleus sup-
porter holds a  
Palestinian flag 
along with that 
of France at the 
Al Thumama 
Stadium on 
Sunday.

A Poland 
supporter

France supporters in front of the Al Thumama Stadium on Sunday.

All photos by MAhMoud hefnAwy/Qt
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Japan defender Yuto na-
gatomo has called on his 
team-mates to evoke the 
‘Samurai spirit’ as they aim 
to overcome 2018’s beaten 
finalists Croatia and book 
their place in the World Cup 
quarter-finals for the first 
time in their history.

The 36-year-old insists 
recent improvements in tac-
tics and technique will count 
for nothing unless his side 
continue to display the kind 
of fearless approach that 
saw them snatch a place 
in the knockout rounds 
with stunning victories over 
Germany and Spain to top 
Group E.

“I think this is a great 
opportunity for us to 
show the world how we 
can fight like Samurai,” 
said nagatomo, now 
back at FC Tokyo after 
a career that included 
spells in Europe with 
Inter Milan, Gal-
atasaray and Mar-
seille.

“Before they go 
into battle they polish 
their weapons and try 
to improve their tech-
niques, but if they are 
scared during battle, 
they would not be 
able to use those 
weapons and tech-
niques fully.

“It’s exactly the 
same with football - 
of course the tactics 
and techniques are 
important, but no 
matter how much we 
have improved those, 
if we are scared when 
we are on the field, those 
things are useless.” Ja-
pan coach Hajime Mori-
yasu is without defender 
Ko Itakura who picked up 
his second yellow card in 
the win over Spain, with 
Takehiro Tomiyasu expect-
ed to deputise.

Moriyasu be-
lieves the indi-

vidual quality of his players 
is what has made the differ-
ence in their success so far, 
and will prove crucial if they 
are to beat Croatia and make 
history.

“Japan has always been 
a team that can play an or-

ganized game, but unless the 
individual players are strong, 
this is not really sufficient,” 
said Moriyasu. “In the last 
four years, the individual 
players have become much 
more capable.” 

Croatia coach Zlatko 
Dalic says his side will not 
underestimate the challenge 
represented by the Japanese, 
and warned his players they 
must conjure the same men-
tality if they are to move into 
the last eight.

“What is of the utmost 
importance is to demonstrate 

respect for our opponents,” 
said Dalic. “They beat World 
Cup winners in Spain and 
Germany and they showed 

their mentality and their 
mental strength.

“They will apply 
the Samurai philoso-
phy in their games 
and if we want to go 

further, we must apply 
that same standard and at-
titude and never underesti-
mate anyone.” 

Japan and Croatia have 
met on two occasions at pre-
vious World Cups, with the 
currently 12th-ranked Euro-
peans never losing.

Their most recent meet-
ing was in Group F of the 
2006 World Cup in Germa-
ny. They drew 0-0 in their 
second match of the tourna-
ment, with Croatia going on 
to finish third in the group 
and Japan last.

Since that 2006 meeting, 
Croatia has tasted the low of 
missing the World Cup final 

completely in 2010, as well as 
the high of taking on France 
for the trophy in 2018.

Croatia will line up 
against Japan having lost 
just one of its most recent 19 
internationals and one of its 
last ten World Cup matches, 
making the Europeans the 
latest challenge in a tourna-
ment of tough tests for the 
Samurai Blue.

Former Ballon d’Or re-
cipient and five-time Cham-
pions League winner Modric 
believes he and his team-
mates are a significant chal-
lenge for anyone.

“It will be difficult, but 
Croatia will also make it diffi-
cult for them,” Modric said of 
their round of 16 opponents.

“We have been quite con-
sistent in our matches and I 
believe we deserve to be go-
ing through to the quarterfi-
nal.”

Croatia will give a late 
test to full-back Borna Sosa, 
who has been struggling with 
a minor injury since his side 
squeezed through Group F in 
second place after a goalless 
draw against Belgium.

Japan and Croatia have met twice in previous World Cups, with 
the Europeans winning one and drawing the second

Japan’s defender Maya Yoshida and Yuto Nagatomo take part in a training session at the Al Sadd SC 
training grounds in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

nagatomo calls 
on Japan to evoke 
the ‘samurai spirit’ 
in croatia clash

Japan’s midfielder Ritsu Doan and Hiroki Sakai take part in a training session 

Croatia’s defender Domagoj Vida (right) takes part in a training session at the Al Erssal training camp in 
Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

round of 16: Japan 
vs Croatia (6pm) at 
Al Janoub Stadium

It will be difficult, but 
Croatia will also make it 
difficult for them
Luka Modric

Key Stats
 Croatia are 
undefeated in nine of 
their last 10 World Cup 
matches, their only loss 
in that run coming in 
the 2018 final against 
France when they were 
beaten 4-2. They finished 
runners-up in Group F 
in Qatar with five points 
from their three games. 
 Japan were winners of 
Group E with six points 
from a possible nine, 
having beaten Spain and 
Germany but surprisingly 
lost to Costa Rica. They 
have never been past 
the last 16 of World Cup 
after falling at this hurdle 
in 2002, 2010 and 
2018. 
 Croatia have never 
lost in the last 16. They 
beat Romania 1-0 in 
1998 and denmark on 
penalties after a 1-1 
draw four years ago in 
their two previous visits 

to this stage of the 
tournament. 
 Japan will be without 
centre-back Kou Itakura, 
who is suspended 
having picked up two 
yellow cards in the group 
stage. He is one of three 
players who has featured 
in every minute of the 
campaign so far for 
them. 

Previous meetings: 
 Japan have played 
Croatia three times since 
1997, two of those at 
the World Cup. The Asian 
side won a friendly clash 
4-3 in their first meeting, 
but Croatia claimed a 
1-0 group stage success 
at the 1998 World Cup 
when davor Suker scored 
the only goal. They also 
played to a 0-0 draw in 
the first round at the 
2006 tournament in 
Germany.

Croatia’s midfielder Luka Modric takes part 
in a training session at the Al Erssal training 
camp in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)
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In all 
likelihood, 

Neymar will 
play today, 
says Brazil 
coach Tite

Brazil strong, 
but South  

Korea will not 
back down, 
says coach 

Bento

Round of 16: Brazil vs South Korea (10 pm) at Stadium 974

Agencies
Doha

B
razil forward Neymar is set 
to play for the five-times cham-
pions in their World Cup last-
16 match against South Korea 
after recovering from an ankle 

injury, coach Tite said.
Neymar suffered the injury in Brazil’s 

opening 2-0 win over Serbia, which ruled 
him out of their 1-0 win over Switzerland 
and the shock defeat by Cameroon, one of 
a series of injury problems within the squad.

“Neymar will train today in the afternoon 
and if he trains well he will play,” Tite told a 
news conference.

“He has a specific training so i don’t an-
ticipate any situation,” Tite said.

Neymar has suffered many issues with 
his right foot and underwent surgery four 
years ago for a fractured metatarsal.

The news of his return to the starting 
lineup came after Thiago Silva was asked 
during a news conference if Neymar would 
play and Tite took hold of the microphone 
and said “yes”.

it will be warmly welcomed in a squad 
beset by fitness woes with Danilo also hurt-
ing his ankle against Serbia and alex Sandro 
suffering a hip injury against the Swiss.

alex Telles and forward Gabriel Jesus, 
who sustained a knee injury against Cam-
eroon, were ruled out for the rest of the tour-
nament on Saturday.

Tite said Danilo was also fit to return 
against South Korea on Monday but Sandro 
was out.

“He can’t play. Still recovering. Danilo 
and Neymar are back,” he said.

Tite stressed that Neymar’s return was 
with the full backing of the team’s medical 
staff and the player’s physical health was the 
priority.

“if he plays, it’s because he is in full health 
and ready to start, to play from the begin-
ning and the entire game with no limitations,” 
Tite said.

“My preference is always to play my best 
players from the start.”

Tite said the injuries force an “adaptation 
to a different reality,” but that the team has 
other players that can step up.

The coach also sent a message to Brazil 
great Pelé, who on Saturday was reportedly 
moved to palliative care. The three-time 

World Cup winner underwent surgery to re-
move a tumour from his colon last year, and 
has been in and out of hospital since.

“i should have started the news confer-
ence talking about Pelé. We ask everyone, in-
dependently of religion, pray for him,” Tite 
said.

Pelé doctors said on Saturday evening 
that “he is still undergoing treatment and the 
state of health remains stable.”

Only something to win
With his South Korean team being major 

underdogs against Brazil in the upcoming 
round of 16 showdown in Qatar, head coach 
Paulo Bento said Sunday his side has “abso-
lutely nothing to lose.”

“There’s only something to win. The only 
thing we must remember is to show the im-
age of a team that wants to compete and 
fight until the very last whistle,” Bento said 
at a prematch press conference at the Main 
Media Centre for the FiFa World Cup in al 
rayyan, west of Doha. “and there’s no doubt 
in my mind that’s what my players will do.”

The match between world No. 28 South 
Korea and top-ranked Brazil kicks off at 10 
p.m. Monday at Stadium 974 in Doha.

South Korea upset world No. 
9 Portugal in the final Group H 
match last Friday to reach the 
knockouts, but few expect South 
Korea to pull off another stun-
ner against Brazil, five-time 
World Cup champions.

But Bento said he 
and his players will 
not back down, 
even though he 
thinks Brazil 
have a strong 
chance of cap-
turing their sixth 
World Cup trophy 
this year.

“if we were playing 
Brazil in a tournament, i’d 
say Brazil will be the cham-
pion. But in one match, it won’t 
be like a tournament,” Bento said. 

“We have one chance. We have to re-
spect the outcome.”

after the way his players battled 
against steep odds to get this far, Bento 
said he doesn’t need to give them any pep 
talk to fire them up.

“i believe if they needed a lot for me to 
motivate to play the round of 16 at a World 
Cup, they’d be in a bad spot,” he said. “What 
they proved to us in the first three matches 
is they are more than motivated. i can get 
more motivation from them than they from 
me.”

Bento said having to play with only two 
days off between the final group match and 
the first knockout match wasn’t ideal, with 
Brazil dealing with the same situation.

Brazil have dominated South Korea in 
recent meetings, including a 5-1 drubbing in 
a friendly match in June in Seoul. But Ben-
to refused to make much out of that result, 
saying, “We can’t compare it with an official 
match.”

“in June, we had a series of limitations. 
let’s see tomorrow if we will be able not to 
have as many limitations as back in June,” 
he said. “We’ll try to compete in the very best 
manner possible. We’ll be playing close to 
our box, because our opponents will force us 
to do that and we’ll have to accept that. Obvi-
ously, we will fight to the utmost of our ef-
fort.”

Korea  
have ‘nothing to lose’ 

as injury-hit 

Brazil 
‘adapt to reality’

Key Stats
Brazil go into the knockout stage after group-stage wins 

over Serbia and Switzerland but they lost 1-0 to Cameroon on 
Friday when the South americans were already qualified for the 
next round and rested most of their regular starters.
South Korea staged a dramatic come-back 2-1 win over 

Portugal on Friday, with an added-time goal by hwang hee-chan, 
to make it into the last 16. They had won only one of their previ-
ous 11 World Cup matches.
Brazil forward Neymar remains a doubt for Monday’s 

match as he tries to recover from an ankle injury.
Brazil, unbeaten in qualifying for Qatar, have won the 

World Cup a record five times and are favourites to do it again 
at the tournament in 2022.
Brazil have played in every World Cup since 1930 but have 

not reached the final since they last won the title in 2002.
South Korea are the only asian country to have reached 

the semi-finals of the World Cup, when they were co-hosts in 
2002. on the other occasion they made it out of the group 
stage, they lost in the Round of 16 to Uruguay 2-1 in 2010. 

Previous meetings:
The two sides have met seven times previously, but never 

at a World Cup, with Brazil winning on six occasions and South 
Korea once, in a friendly in 1999. In a friendly in June this year 
played in Seoul, Brazil won 5-1.

South Korea’s coach Paulo Bento (C) talks to his players during a training session at Al Egla Training 
Site 5 in Doha on Sunday. (aFP)


