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EMBRACE TRAVEL, EXPERIENCE A NEW JOURNEY.
Call or WhatsApp Us on +974 4448 4848

Fajr: 4:43 am   
Dhuhr:  11:24 am 
Asr:  2:24 pm   
Maghrib:  4:46 pm     
Isha:  6:16 pm

HigH : 29°C
LOW : 22°C
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PM Meets ILO DIrectOr-GeneraL

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior He Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani met with 
Director-General of the International Labour Organization (ILO) Gilbert Houngbo and the accompanying 
delegation on the occasion of their visit to the country, on Sunday. During the meeting, they discussed 
the relations between Qatar and the ILO, especially in areas of labour, and a number of issues of 
mutual interest. (QNA)
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gCC Secretary-general HE 
Dr Nayef Falah Mubarak Al 
Hajraf has said that Qatar 

World Cup represents  a point of 
convergence that has gathered 
the gulf media, hailing the great 
and enormous efforts made by 
Qatar to host the tournament 
and the whole world.

This came as Chairman of 
Qatar Media Corporation (QMC) 
HE Sheikh Hamad bin Thamer 
Al Thani met with Minister of 
Commerce and Acting Minister 
of Media of the sisterly Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia HE Dr Majid bin 
Abdullah Al Qasabi, Minister of 
information and Culture and Min-
ister of State for Youth Affairs of 
the sisterly State of Kuwait HE Abdulrahman Baddah Al Mutairi and gCC Secretary-general Dr Nayef 
Falah Mubarak Al Hajraf during their visit to Doha to attend the FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 events. 
The Saudi Minister of Commerce and Acting Minister of Media underlined that Qatar has dazzled the 
world by its success in this great gathering, lauding Qatar’s efforts to present an exceptional edition 
of the World Cup at all levels. (TNN) page 2

Enormous Efforts by Qatar to  
host whole world: GCC Chief

Ilo chief hails Qatar’s 
labour reforms

QNa
DOHA

The Director-General of the 
International Labor Organiza-
tion (ILO), Gilbert houngbo, 
has hailed the recent labour 
reforms achieved by Qatar over 
the past years, which is consid-
ered a model for other coun-
tries to follow.

In a statement issued after 
the end of his visit to the coun-
try, the ILO Director-General 
said, “I commend the State 
of Qatar for the progress that 
has been made in the past few 
years. Many lessons can be 
drawn from these labour re-
forms – for other countries and 
also for ILO operations.” 

he stressed the importance 
of moving forward with the im-
plementation of these reforms 
within some of the priorities 
set by the International Labor 

Organization, pointing out that 
continuous investment in data 
collection and analysis will fa-
cilitate monitoring changes, 
identifying gaps and support-
ing continuous improvement.

he said, “Migrants play a 
major role in the economic, 

social and cultural develop-
ment of their host countries 
and their communities back 
home. Protecting their rights 
as workers and human beings 
is at the core of the ILO’s mis-
sion to promote social justice 
and promote decent work. We 
are ready to work with govern-
ments, workers, employers and 
any other partners in Qatar, 
and in all countries to help us 
achieve this goal.”

The ILO statement said 
houngbo, during his two-day 
visit to Qatar, discussed with 
a number of officials about 
the progress made and future 
steps regarding technical coop-
eration between Qatar and the 
ILO, as well as his participation 
in a discussion on the future 
of work and the eighth United 
Nations goal related to sustain-
able development, decent work 
and growth. 

CApTAiN Harry Kane 
scored at last at the FiFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 on 
Sunday when he helped 
England beat Senegal 
3-0 and send them into a 
quarter-final against title 
holders France. England 
overcame two big scares 
before Jordan Henderson 
opened the scoring in the 
38th. Kane ended the half 
by making it 2-0, and Bou-
kayo Saka wrapped up the 
last-16 match in the 57th.  
Kane’s goal — after he 
had not found the net in 
the group stage — moved 
him within one of Wayne 
Rooney’s England record 
53 goals. (AgeNcies)
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England thump SEnEgal 3-0 
to reaCh quarter-finals

BRiTiSH prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak has praised Qatar for 
hosting an incredible World Cup 
so far. 

“Hats off to Qatar for hosting 
an incredible World Cup so far. 
The group stages will be remem-
bered as one of the all-time 
greats,” Sunak said in a tweet.

The British pM’s tweet came 
just hours before the FiFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 group 16  
match between England and 
Senegal. (TNN)

hats off to Qatar 
for hosting an 
incredible World 
Cup: British pm

Gilbert Houngbo.

          agIcal Mbappe 
 fIres france  
 Into Quarters
KyLIAn Mbappe netted a brace and set up the other to help France beat Poland 
3-1 on Sunday and fire his side into the quarter-finals of the World Cup in Qatar. 
Olivier Giroud scored his 52nd goal for France to become their top goalscorer 
ahead of Thierry Henry with a lovely finish to complete Mbappe’s assist in the 
44th minute. Giroud found the net again in the 57th but his beautiful finish with 
a bicycle kick didn’t make into the scoresheet as the game had already been 
stopped due to a collision between keeper Wojciech Szczesny and Varane. It 
was then up to Mbappe in the 75th to seal France’s spot in the quarter-finals as 
he curled the ball into the near top corner, and the Paris Saint-Germain forward 
added a second to his name with a late effort into the far corner for a tourna-
ment leading five goals overall. Poland pulled one back in stoppage time from a 
Robert Lewandowski spot-kick but it was already too late for a comeback. “We 
did our homework and got through the group stage. We didn’t manage that for 
36 years. But then, unfortunately, we met the world champions,” said Poland 
coach Czeslaw Michniewicz. France will on Saturday meet the winner of the clash 
between england and Senegal, who play later on Sunday.  SportS page 2



Unprecedented radio applications, equipment 
authorisation issued during Qatar World Cup

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Communications Regulatory Au-
thority (CRA) has issued more than 
25,000 authorisations for radio applica-
tions and equipment allowing the host 
country, the International Federation of 
Association Football (FIFA), FIFA con-
tractors, FIFA commercial affiliates, and 
broadcasters to possess and use such 
radio applications and equipment at the 
official venues of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, in order to broadcast, facili-
tate, and plan operational and logistical 
operations of the tournament.

The number of authorisations issued 
by CRA is unprecedented in the history of 
the tournament, and it confirms the high-
level of international interest in this tour-
nament and its appeal to a wide range of 
parties. It also emphasises on the effec-
tive role played by the radio applications 
and equipment in supporting the opera-
tions of all FIFA-affiliated parties.

FIFA World Cup is mainly charac-

terised by a wide range of radio applica-
tions and a significant number of radio 
equipment gathered within a limited 
area. Therefore, CRA, the tournament’s 

spectrum management service provider 
and the responsible authority for manag-
ing, assigning, licensing, and monitoring 
the use of the radio spectrum in the State 
of Qatar, took into account, not to allow 
any radio equipment to be used in the of-
ficial venues unless it is registered on the 
e-spectrum portal and tested and tagged 
by the CRA.

The number of entities that have reg-
istered on the portal has reached more 
than 300 and more than 20,000 radio 
equipment has undergone spectrum test-
ing procedures and obtained the required 
tag, which enabled those licensees to use 
them at the tournament’s official venues.

Since the middle of this year, CRA has 
started receiving requests from all par-
ties related to the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022™ to ensure the timely allocation 
of radio frequencies and the issuance of 
the necessary authorizations as well as to 
ensure the compliance of users of those 
radio applications and equipment with 
the technical conditions and parameters 
issued by CRA in this regard.

The number of fans attending the France vs Poland match at Al 
Thumama Stadium on Sunday stood at a healthy 40,989. France 
beat Poland 3-1.

FRANCE VS POLAND MATCH 
PULLS 40,989 TO STADIUM

KHALID TAWALBEH
DOHA

T
WO weeks have passed 
since the start of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, 
and country still offers a 
bagful of pleasant surprises 

to visitors. Every day there are 
a lot of events including art and 
culture shows and exhibitions, 
which add up with other things 
to make Qatar the best ever 
place for the World Cup.

Observers from across the 
world said what they saw in Qa-
tar during this major event was 
not strange for a country that 
has followed an ambitious path 
with optimal planning and high 
level of organisation.

Visitors to the country have 
stressed Doha’s success in gain-
ing everyone’s trust, as the 
positive echoes of the dazzling 
championship opening cer-
emony continues to be a topic of 
discussion worldwide.

Fan and media people from 
different nationalities have 
praised the high quality organi-
sation of the championship so 
far, as well as the superb stadi-
ums and infrastructure in Qa-
tar.

That is not the only bright 
side in this championship. In 
fact,all aspects of life in the 
country, especially security, so-
cial peace and coexistence are 
equally striking, they said.

Qatar Tribune talked to 
many fans and observers, both 
international and Arab, to find 
out their thoughts and impres-
sions about the organisation of 
the tournament, the first such 
event to be held in an Arab 
country or the Middle East as 
a whole. Not surprisingly, all 
of them called FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 the ‘best ever’.

They praised the level of se-
curity and safety enjoyed by eve-
ryone during the tournament. 
They also praised the public 
transport network including the 
Doha Metro for smoothly trans-
porting fans to and from the 
match venues.

They spoke of the warnings 
sounded before their arrival in 
Doha – warnings about the pos-
sible troubles they might face 
– all of which were eventually 
proven false by their personal 
experience. They realised soon 
enough that the main aim of 

these warnings was to ruin the 
reputation of Qatar and the re-
gion. They had nothing to do 
with reality, they said.

The World Cup has been 
able to change the idea of the 
West about Arabs and Muslims, 
and proved to the people that 
the campaigns are all fabrica-
tions and lies, they asserted

Coming from different 
countries, they stressed that life 
in Qatar is completely safe and 
similar to life in their own coun-
tries. Even at the level of regu-
lations and laws, there is not 
much difference. All people can 
live happily in Qatar as long as 
they like, and in perfect security 
and safety, governed by laws, 
enjoying the great urban renais-
sance and modern technologi-
cal facilities and comforts avail-
able in the country, they opined.

Dr. George Haddad, a French-
Lebanese media man, expressed 
pride at what Qatar has achieved 

so far during the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, both in terms of 
preparations and organisation, as 
well as the excellent reception ac-
corded to fans and visitors from 
different countries.

He said: “I will stay in Qatar 
until the 15th of December, and 
attend as many matches as I 
can. The short distance between 
stadiums makes it possible to 
attend more than one match in 
day and the enthusiastic atmos-
phere is like the proverbial icing 
on the cake.”

He continued: “In fact, I 
have been to Doha before as 
a media person, and feel hon-
oured to be covering the World 
Cup this time.” He was all praise 
for the way the tournament is 
being organised and how all 
the needs of the fans have been 
anticipated and provided for. 
“Right from the time of arrival 
at their place of residence, to the 
transport to match venues, to 

the facilities at the stadiums, the 
arrangements are top notch,” he 
said.

Abdullah Abu Saifan ex-
pressed his happiness to be in 
Qatar, he said: “I gained a great 
experience by attending the Qa-
tar 2022 World Cup, which is a 
tournament that every person 
would dream of attending, in-
deed I didn’t do a lot of walking 
around, I was happy to be in the 
fan zones during a big tourna-
ment like the World Cup.”

He added: “Qatar has raised 
the bar for organisers and pre-
sented a wonderful image to the 
Arab world and Islamic coun-
tries. I am very happy to be in 
the edition, which was charac-
terised by advanced sports and 
infrastructure facilities. It is the 
best edition in the history of the 
World Cup”.

Diego Edwin, an Ecuadori-
an engineer said: “Yes, I am sad 
about Ecuador’s exit from the 

group stage, but I loved being 
here. I will spend another week 
in Qatar and hope to find time 
to visit all tourist and heritage 
attractions of Qatar. I have so 
far enjoyed the atmosphere at 
Souq Waqif, the city of Msheir-
eb and the Corniche,” he said.

“The Corniche here is more 
than wonderful and includes 
dozens of places tourist and 
heritage spots to visit and enjoy. 
There is a huge difference be-
tween rumours about Qatar be-
fore the tournament, and what I 
have personally experienced in 
Doha”.

Hamed Al-Bazzi, a Libyan 
visitor, expressed his happiness 
at attending the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 for the first 
time, and enjoying the festive 
atmosphere in the country. He 
described his 6-day stay here as 
the best days of his life.

“The experience of Qatar 
is ideal. The proximity of the 
stadiums and the fact that fans 
from all over the world can in-
teract, made it the best expe-
rience for all fans. And both 
things were possible because all 
matches are taking place in one 
city”, he said.

Chiharu Aoki, a Japanese 
chef who works in Doha, point-
ed out that everything is well 
organised and the fans are not 
facing a single problem in mov-
ing, in accommodation or at-
tending matches at stadiums. 
“The spirit of coexistence is 
remarkable and everyone ex-
presses love for his country in 
an atmosphere that is the first 
I have ever experienced in my 
life”. Sports journalist Ahmed 
Shawabkeh said that he found a 
huge gap between the negative 
image created by the Western 
media, and the ground reality 
here. “The Western media owes 
an apology to Qatar, which I 
consider one of the most beauti-
ful countries to visit. I could not 
have imagined such flawless or-
ganisation,” he said.

Qatar proved it is up to the challenge, 
say World Cup fans from across world
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Observers from across 
the world said what 
they saw in Qatar dur-
ing this major event 
was not strange for 
a country that has 
followed an ambitious 
path with optimal 
planning and high level 
of organisation

Dr George Haddad. Hamed Al-Bazzi. Chiharu Aoki. Ahmed Shawabkeh.Abdullah Abu Saifan. Diego Edwin. 



GCC secretary-general praises Qatar’s
successful hosting of World Cup 2022

QNA
Doha

Secretary-General of 
the Gcc Dr nayef Falah al 
Hajraf has praised the success-
ful hosting of the FIFa World 
cup 2022 by Qatar and the 
great preparations made by 
the country to receive football 
fans from all over the world. 

Dr al Hajraf was speaking 
at a reception hosted by Qatar 
Media corporation (QMc) 
for him and the ministers of 
information from the Gcc 
member states.

“the Gulf media has taken 
a flight across a space that has 

no borders,” Dr al Hajraf said, 
adding that the World cup has 
become a meeting place for the 
Gulf media.

Sheikh Hamad bin thamer 
al-thani, president of QMc, 
and Sheikh abdulaziz bin 
thani bin Khalid al-thani, 
ceO of QMc, received Dr al 
Hajraf and the ministers of 
information of Gcc countries 
at the lusail Heritage Village, 
the unique project that hosts 
the guests of the State of Qa-
tar during the World cup and 
helps them enjoy the World 
cup atmosphere.

the Gcc information min-
isters, who arrived in Qatar at 
the invitation of the QMc, held 
talks about the unique edition 
of the World cup hosted by 
Qatar, its great positive im-
pact on the region, and its ac-

tive role in changing prevailing 
stereotypes.

Dr Majid bin abdullah 
al-Qasabi, Minister of com-
merce and acting Minister 
of Media at the Kingdom of 

Saudi arabia, stressed that 
Qatar impressed the world 
with its success in hosting the 
World cup, praising the ef-
forts it has made to present 
an exceptional version of the 

tournament at all levels. 
Sheikh Hamad bin tham-

er al-thani stressed that the 
reception of the secretary-
general of the Gcc, and the 
ministers of information of 
the Gcc states, was held to 
acquaint them with the atmos-
phere of the World cup, and 
to emphasize the positive re-
verberations at both the arab 
and international levels. He 
pointed out that the meeting 
bore many fruitful discussions 
about the tournament and the 
atmosphere surrounding it, in 
order to involve the brothers in 
this important event.

Sheikh abdulaziz bin 
thani al-thani thanked the 
ministers of information for 
their great role in support-
ing the tournament, praising 
the brotherly atmosphere that 

brings together those in charge 
of media work in the Gulf 
countries for the benefit of the 
citizens and the Gulf media.

He added: “everyone co-
operated to produce this edi-
tion in the best way at all lev-
els, and today this is a message 
of thanks that we present to 
our brothers for the good spirit 
that brought us together in this 
tournament, which is being or-
ganized for the first time in our 
arab region.”

the Gulf ministers of in-
formation got acquainted dur-
ing the tour with a part of lu-
sail Heritage Village, a project 
distinguished by its original 
architectural design, which in-
cludes in part images from the 
Qatari cultural history by Qa-
tari and foreign artists, as well 
as a number of facilities.

Qatar shares experience 
in securing WC with host 
countries of next edition

QNA
Doha

tHe Security and Safety Opera-
tions committee (SSOc) of the 
FIFa World cup Qatar 2022 
shared its experience in securing 
the World cup with host countries 
of the next edition of the tourna-
ment, namely canada, Mexico 
and the US, making them aware 
of the security preparations made 
by Qatar and the most prominent 
security strategies used in the 
tournament.

the sharing of information 

was held at the Security Operations 
center for the FIFa World cup 
Qatar 2022, during the work of the 
security monitoring programme, 
which was organized over a period 
of five days by the SSOc, in coop-
eration with the organizers of the 
tournament and the International 
criminal Police Organization (In-
terpol) project (Stadia).

the programme came within 
the framework of the committee’s 
international cooperation strategy 
with the countries that will host 
the 2026 World cup with the aim 
of transferring Qatari expertise in 

securing the World cup.
executive Director of the Of-

fice of the chairman of the SSOc 
of the FIFa World cup Qatar 
2022, and Head of the Planning 
and Follow-up Unit of the com-
mittee lieutenant colonel ali 
Muhammad al-ali presented the 
stages of security preparations 
to secure the World cup, start-
ing with the decision to form the 
committee and its units and the 
terms of reference of each unit, 
and planning for the implementa-
tion of the tasks assigned to it and 
the subsequent procedures.

‘WC Qatar 2022 success a gain 
for GCC Sates and Arab world’

QNA
Doha

tHe success of the FIFa World cup Qatar 
2022 is a gain for the entire region, the peo-
ple of Gcc states and the entire arab world, 
chairman of Oman Human rights commit-
tee Sheikh abdullah bin Shuwain al Hosni 
has said.

During his visit to ‘Human rights and 
Football’ exhibition organised by the na-
tional Human rights committee (nHrc) 
in the new garden of Sheraton Hotel, 
Sheikh abdullah congratulated the State of 
Qatar for the impressive organization of the 
World cup. 

He said the exhibition relays important 
messages through connecting sports with 
human rights values in expressive paintings 
in conjunction with this major global event 
hosted by Qatar, pointing out that sports is 
one of the most beautiful practices that offers 
further hope to obtain human rights.

the exhibition’s paintings convey essen-
tial message to the fans that sport is the right 
for all, and is one of the inherent human 
rights, he added, expressing his appreciation 
for nHrc in Qatar for this excellent effort.

He underlined that the Omani Human 
rights committee always backs the work 
of nHrc, pointing out that the delegation 
of Omani Human rights committee is also 
supporting hosting the World cup.

the exhibition is an artistic and cultural 
platform that contributes to promoting the 
culture of human rights, respect for the hu-

man diversity and humanitarian coexistence 
as one of the aims of sport and its objectives.

the exhibition’s paintings embody the 
principles of human rights in practising the 
sports in general, and football in particular, 
and convey numerous messages concerning 
the rights of fans and their duties, such re-
nouncing racism in stadiums and propagat-
ing the culture of tolerance and peace.

the exhibition comes within the frame-
work of the recommendations set by the first 
national forum on human rights on the im-
portance of the “right to sport” concept ap-
proach, along with the values and principles 
set forth in the resolutions of Human rights 
council, and the relevant the Olympic char-
ter in the public policies concerning the hu-
man development as one of the vital pillars 
for the sustainable development and the na-
tional strategies related to youth and health.

In addition, there is a delegation from the 
volunteers from the Oman Human rights 
committee who are working in lockstep with 
nHrc in Qatar within the framework of the 
positive contribution in FIFa World cup Qa-
tar 2022 tournament to enrich the rights ex-
perience in the tournament through sharing 
the expertise in this field.

the work teams of nHrc’s office and 
Oman Human rights committee are stead-
fastly working in Hamad International air-
port to offer a professional model that ex-
presses the authenticity of human rights in 
the arab culture through highlighting the 
joint values and civilization, along with the 
arab and Islamic morals.

The FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Tournament Security Force follows the best security and safety standards across all stadiums to ensure that every match at the Qatar World Cup is safe and welcoming for all spectators.

QMC hosts Gulf  
Information Ministers

Efforts on to EnsurE safE, wElcoming wc 2022
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Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Legendary former players Marcel 
desailly and yaya Toure have praised 
every aspect of the FIFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022 – including the exciting 
action on the pitch, family-friendly 
atmosphere and vast array of enter-
tainment options. 

desailly, a FIFa World Cup win-
ner with France in 1998, said the 
compact nature of the event was 
proving a huge benefit for fans and 
players. 

“In the group stage, we had four 
matches almost every day and it was 
amazing – fans were going to two 
games a day and really enjoying the 

atmosphere and the fact everything 
is close by. I’m very pleased by what 

I’ve seen so far – the intensity of 
games has been high and the organi-

sation has been superb. It’s going to 
be the best World Cup ever,” said de-
sailly, who won 116 caps for France.

Toure, who played in three edi-
tions of the FIFa World Cup for the 
Ivory Coast, said Saudi arabia’s up-
set win over argentina was his stand-
out moment so far.

“It was an unbelievable game. 
My ex-coach, Hervé renard, from 
my time with the national team, pro-
duced something special with Saudi 
arabia,” said Toure. “every tourna-
ment, you always have an underdog 
that comes in and makes a big im-

pression, so I’m pleased that Saudi 
arabia achieved that as a team from 
the arab world.”

desailly also praised the FIFa 
Fan Festival at al Bidda Park, which 
has been hosting up to 40,000 sup-
porters daily throughout the tourna-
ment. 

“I was there for the official open-
ing of the festival and there was a lot 
of joy among the fans in attendance,” 
said desailly. “It’s a wonderful fa-
cility – and one that brings joy and 
happiness, which is what football is 
all about.”

QnA
Doha

aL Jasra Cultural and Social 
Club is organising an exhibi-
tion of models on the Qatari 
heritage within the centre’s 
events associated with the 
World Cup 2022.

The models represent as-
pects of the daily life whether 
in terms of preparing a vari-

ety of foods or drinks, such as 
arabic coffee, in addition to 
ancient kitchen appliances.

The exhibition showcases 
an array of items such as the 
old radio, sewing tools, some 
handicrafts, ornaments, and 
traditional clothes, including 
other items that are manu-
factured from palm fronds, 
which embody old pictures of 
the life of ancestors.

The exhibition represents 
an addition to the knowledge 
credit of visitors and World 
Cup fans to introduce them 
to the heritage of the State 
of Qatar which will run until 
december 18. The club has 
a special square for the con-
vergence of public to watch 
the games through big dis-
play screens in superb atmos-
pheres for the guests.

Football legends Desailly and Toure savour 
atmosphere at FIFA Qatar 2022 World Cup

‘I am speechless to 
be part of the biggest 

sporting event’

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

WHILe the players deliver excit-
ing action on the pitch, a feast of 
music, dance, art and culture is 
taking place across Qatar during 
the FIFa World Cup.

Thousands of fans from 
across the world are enjoying 
entertainment organised by the 
Supreme Committee for deliv-
ery and Legacy’s (SC) Cultural 
activation Programme, which is 
hosting local, regional and global 
artists to add colour and flavour 
to international football’s show-
piece event.

among the artists is Leb-
anon-born ricardo Haila, a 
multi-instrumentalist who has 
so far performed outside a host 
of stadiums and other tourist 
hotspots. Here, ricardo speaks 
about the origins of his perfor-
mance and his World Cup expe-
rience so far.

Tell us about your perfor-
mance. 

It is a multi-instrument per-
formance using the qanun, hand 
pan, Indian tabla and frame 
drum. I mix Middle eastern and 
Western music, so it’s like hav-
ing a five-in-one performance. 

Usually, I work with more 
instruments, but for the World 
Cup, I went with this mixture. 
as I am from Lebanon, and I 
live in France, I wanted to create 
a common link between these 
countries through art and music.

When did you start per-
forming and how did you 
develop your act?

I started playing drums at 
the age of 10. In 2013, I began 
developing my drumming skills 
in new york. Over the years, I 
kept adding percussion instru-
ments to enhance my perfor-
mances.

Tell us about your career so 
far.

I am fortunate to say that 
I have had the opportunity to 
perform with renowned artists, 
such as Ziad rahbany, Michel 
Fadel, ramy ayach, assi al 
Hillani, Walid Toufic, Shada 
Hassoun, nawal al Zoghbi, the 
Lebanese Philharmonic Orches-
tra, Jihad akl, abdou Cherif and 
Ziad Bourji. I also worked with 
the Broken Wings Musical and 
many local jazz artists.

I’ve performed in France, 
new york, abu dhabi, Lebanon 
and Saudi arabia, but honestly, 
performing in Qatar for the 

World Cup is one of my greatest 
successes.
How has your World Cup 
experience been so far?

I’m speechless to be part 
of the world’s biggest sporting 
event, doing the thing that I love 
the most – playing music. I be-
lieve a combination of sport and 
music is what the world needs 
more of. I’m so thankful to be 
able to perform in front people 
from all over the world, here in 
Qatar.

What has been your favour-
ite part of the tournament 
so far? 

every day has its own little 
surprise, but my favourite mo-
ment was when I performed at 
the Trophy Tour in the lead-up 
to the tournament. There were 
thousands of people and the at-
mosphere was exceptional. The 
crowd was gathered in front of 
the stage and you could feel the 
excitement and happiness. The 
view was also amazing, which 
was a huge plus.

How do you feel about per-
forming at the first FIFA 
World Cup in the Middle 
East and Arab world? 

It’s an honour for me. I am 
Lebanese and I know how it feels 
and what it means to have the 
World Cup in an arab country. 
We arabs are very proud. It’s 
one of our greatest achievements 
– and the organisation here in 
Qatar is astonishing.

What are you most looking 
forward to during the tour-
nament?

I want international fans to 

fall in love with Middle eastern 
music. also, to be able to repre-
sent my country is really hum-
bling. To be able to create a posi-
tive atmosphere where people 
are making lifelong memories 
and friends is truly rewarding.

How do you feel being a key 
part of the FIFA World Cup 
entertainment?

amazing. From the first time 
I received a message from the 
SC, my life changed. It’s a com-
bination of emotions, but mostly 
excitement and happiness. I 
have worked hard to be where I 
am now and this is the cherry on 
top. So far, I can say I have ben-
efited and learned a lot from this 
experience. Like I mentioned, 
it’s a beautiful feeling to be a part 
of this Word Cup, especially be-
cause it’s happening here in the 
Middle east.

How has it been interacting 
with fans from all over the 
world?

as we all know, music unites 
everyone. My performance has 
something for everyone. It has 
that Middle eastern feel coupled 
with chart topping songs that 
will make fans dance as soon as 
they hear them.

Which team are you sup-
porting?

Portugal. Cristiano ronaldo 
inspired me a lot growing up. 
To be honest, he is one of the 
biggest sources of inspiration 
for me – to see where he began 
and where he is now. But despite 
my love for Portugal, I would be 
thrilled to see an arab country 
reach the final.

Al Jasra Cultural and Social Club holds  
heritage exhibition for tournament fans
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Duo praise action on the 
pitch and vast number of 
entertainment options

I was there for the official opening of the festival and 
there was a lot of joy among the fans in attendance. 
It’s a wonderful facility – and one that brings joy and 

happiness, which is what football is all about.” 
— Marcel Desailly, legendary football player

Lebanese multi-instrumentalist Ricardo Haila is performing 
across Qatar during the 2022 FIFA World Cup

fireworks delight fans

A captivating fireworks show delights people at a FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Fan Zone
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Sheikha Al Mayassa opens TotalEnergies 
Stadium at National Museum of Qatar

WCM-Q’s health initiative attracts 
thousands at Musheireb Downtown

Qatar Creates and CR Runway bring Post Malone to Qatar concert on December 16

MoEHE and WISA 
sign agreement to 
attract qualified 
talents to ministry

QNA 
DOHA

CHAIRPERSON of the Board of Trus-
tees of Qatar Museums HE Sheikha Al 
Mayassa bint Hamad Al Thani on Sun-
day inaugurated the TotalEnergies Sta-
dium in Qatar. Located in the National 
Museum of Qatar, this stadium  offers 
a distinguished experience for families 
to explore the history of energy in Qatar 
through the purposeful play.

The inauguration ceremony was at-
tended by Chairman and CEO of Total-
Energies Patrick Pouyanne, along with 
a host of senior personalities.

The stadium comes within the 
partnership framework between Total-
Energies and Qatar Museums designed 
by Taylor Cullity Lethlean (TCL) and 
constructed by Public Works Authority 
(Ashghal).

The stadium is designed to of-
fer full educational experience where 
visitors from all age groups can get 
familiarised with the various energy 
sources in Qatar, ranging from oil, 
gas and liquified natural gas (LNG) 
to renewable energies and electricity, 
where the concept of sustainability 

is also addressed through numerous 
topics, such as carbon sequestration 
and storage, polymer recycling and 
traffic safety.

Sheikha Al Mayassa said that the 
stadium is one of many stadiums that 
were constructed across Qatar in pur-
suit of helping the community mem-
bers and visitors enjoy times in out-
door, where they are introduced the 
rich heritage of Qatar.

For his part, Pouyanne expressed 
pride in the partnership between To-
talEnergies and Qatar Museums, es-
pecially with this distinguished project 

provided to the Qatari 
children which com-
bines education and 
entertainment in a 
superb environment, 
pointing out that en-
ergy and culture are 
considered a crucial 
part of the history of 
Qatar.

Deputy VP HR, 
Communications and CSR at Total-
Energies Abdulla Mohsen said the sta-
dium has been constructed to create a 
platform for the families, citizens and 

residents to simultaneously undertake 
educational, recreational and cultural 
role and have a glimpse of energy.

Commenting on the inauguration 

of the project that coincides with Qa-
tar’s hosting of FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 finals, Mohsen said such inau-
guration is an occasion to inform the 
tournament fans about the enormous 
evolution and renaissance Qatar is wit-
nessing in all fields.

For her part, Senior Project Engi-
neer at Ashghal Aisha Al Sada said the 
stadium has been designed by the Aus-
tralian company TCL and constructed 
by the local contracting company GET, 
and owing to the excellence and the de-
tails involved in every part of the play-
ing field, Ashghal was able to live up to 
its commitment in completing the pro-
ject in a timely manner.

The Labyrinth-like architecture of 
the stadium includes 15 interactive play 
areas, each one handles a specific type 
of energy, along with a series of tunnels 
in the form of large tubes for children to 
use as passages. 

The stadium also includes a water 
play area and aims to provide a sustain-
able outdoor environment stimulated 
by human energy.

Other features of the stadium in-
clude mist fans to cool the atmosphere 
around the games.

MERIAM JELLITI 
DOHA

WEIL Cornell Medicine-Qatar’s 
(WCM-Q) ‘Your Health First’ has 
joined the FIFA World Cup 2022 
ambiance and launched ‘One goal 
health for all’ innovative health and 
fitness initiative to boost wellbeing 
awareness for all, which continues 
to attract thousands of visitors at 
Musheireb Downtown. 

The initiative, which allows peo-
ple to walk in and enjoy the exer-
cise machines and the educational 
games and activities, is open to pub-
lic at Musheireb Downtown.

Located at Msheireb’s health 
and wellness zone, ‘Your Health 
First’ initiative is open throughout 
the World Cup period and is operat-
ing daily.

“We welcome everyone and we 
are fully dedicated to helping all in-
dividuals from the age of 10 to learn 
more about healthy lifestyles and 
encourage them to take the next 
step towards healthier choices,” said 
Heba Ibrahim, supervisor of ‘Your 
Health First’ initiative at Musheireb.

Ibrahim said the campaign 
focuses in particular on changing 
many unhealthy behaviours start-
ing and providing the necessary 
means to help them make positive 
decisions about the most appropri-
ate lifestyles that they must follow to 
maintain their physical and mental 
health. 

According to her, the campaign 
embraces a systematic plan to raise 
awareness in the Qatari society 
about the risks of diseases that re-
sult from wrong health behaviours, 
especially diabetes and obesity.

“The campaign had been 

around for quite some time. It has 
been 10 years since its first edition 
and we are still keen to raise aware-
ness among individuals. We en-
courage the community by stresses-
ing the importance of sustainability, 
preserving the environment and 
adopting healthy lifestyles,” she 
noted. 

Under the supervision of spe-
cialists of the campaign, the initia-
tive is providing children and adults 
with diverse ways of spreading in-
formation and importance of eating 
healthy food while practising physi-
cal activities.

Ibrahim stressed that the initia-
tive has provided students with val-
uable lessons on farming methods, 
economical food consumption, en-

couraged them to eat healthy food 
since its launch.

“It is a platform designed in 
a sustainable way to support the 
practice of physical activities, as it is 
made of recycled tools and equipped 
with the best of technological educa-
tional means,” she said. 

She added that the campaign 
chose Musheireb for its current spot 
because it fits well the initiative mis-
sion, considering Musheireb as a 
smart sustainable city, which repre-
sents an open and safe space for the 
public.

Through the ‘One goal health 
for all’ initiative, the ‘Your Health 
First’ campaign, in cooperation with 
Qatar Foundation, teaches people 
about including a healthy menu and 

decorating the walls with informa-
tion about the benefits of various 
food groups, and thousands of stu-
dents who committed themselves to 
eating healthy meals in their schools 
benefited from the initiative.

“It can be said that the cam-
paign achieved its strategic goals 
during the first 10 years of its life 
and it is moving forward towards 
new goals in an effort to contribute 
to achieving Qatar National Vision 
2030,” Ibrahim said, noting that the 
response of community members to 
the campaign and its initiatives ex-
ceeded expectations.

“The volume of participation 
in the activities and events that we 
organise gives us motivation,” she 
noted.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Creates and CR Runway 
have announced Post Malone as the 
highly anticipated headline perform-
er of the star-studded Qatar Fashion 
United by CR Runway event at 974 
Stadium on December 16. 

The global superstar, singer, 
songwriter and record producer’s 
first-ever Qatar concert will round 
off a monumental celebration of 
fashion, culture and music, featuring 
more than 150 designers and brands 
on the world’s biggest catwalk.

With representation from over 
50 countries, Qatar Fashion Unit-
ed by CR Runway will present four 
choreographed runway presenta-
tions, followed by show-stopping 
performances by Post Malone and 

other acclaimed artists, including 
DJ Snake, Nancy Ajram, Kadim Al 
Sahir, Khaled, Ozuna and Zakes 
Bantwini.

Commenting on the perfor-
mance, Saad Saleh Al Hudaifi, head 
of Qatar Creates, said: “Bringing 
Post Malone to Qatar for the first 
time is an exciting moment for Qa-
tar Creates and a crucial part of our 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 jour-
ney. His performance tops a thrill-
ing line up of global talent in fashion 
and music at Qatar Fashion United 
by CR Runway. With this historic 
event, we are creating a meeting 
point for fashion, music, art and cul-
ture at an unmatched scale that will 
reach audiences worldwide.

With over 80 million records sold 
and several Billboard charts records, 
Post Malone is one of the bestselling 

contemporary artists. His accolades 
include 10 Billboard Music Awards, 
three American Music Awards, one 
MTV Video Music Award and nine 
Grammy Award nominations. 

Most recently, Malone’s collabo-
rative track ‘Sunflower’ with Swae 
Lee became the highest-certified 
single in Recording Industry Asso-
ciation of America (RIAA) history 
with 17-times platinum with 2.4 bil-
lion streams worldwide.

Qatar Fashion United by CR 
Runway was conceived by Her Ex-
cellency Sheikha Mayassa bint Ham-
ad bin Khalifa Al Thani, curated by 
the French editor and visionary styl-
ist Carine Roitfeld and directed by 
CR Runway CEO Vladimir Restoin 
Roitfeld. 

Proceeds from the global event 
will benefit Education Above All 

(EAA) Foundation, a non-for-profit 
organisation founded by Her High-
ness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser that 
supports education for marginalised 
children and communities around 
the world. 

Qatar Fashion United comes as 
part of Qatar Creates’ vision to en-
gage a broad network of global, re-
gional and local stakeholders within 
an unprecedented schedule of high-
profile events that spotlight and cel-
ebrate the diversity of cultural ac-
tivities in Qatar for the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 and beyond.

To purchase tickets for Qatar 
Fashion United by CR Runway or the 
Qatar Creates One Pass, visit www.
qacreates.com.  For viewings of the 
fashion show, audiences should visit 
www.qacreates.com and www.cr-
fashionbook.com.

QNA 
DOHA

THE Ministry of Education and Higher Education 
(MoEHE) and the Qatar Manpower Solutions Compa-
ny (WISA) have signed a bilateral agreement to attract 
qualified talents, cadres and human competencies in-
side and outside Qatar to work in the ministry.

The agreement was signed by Acting Assistant Un-
dersecretary for Shared Services Affairs at MoEHE Ali 
Abdullah Al Buainain and CEO of WISA Abdulhadi 
Bakhit Burgan.

The agreement embodies the importance of ac-
tivating and bolstering the partnership between the 
government and private sectors, empowering compe-
tencies and human cadres, and providing them with 
job opportunities to boost the Qatari labour market, 
especially with the agreement seeking for qualified 
talents, cadres and human competencies inside and 
outside the country, and attract them to work within 
the MoEHE.

WIZA was chosen to take advantage of its experi-
ence in the field of searching for talents and human 
cadres inside and outside Qatar, in order to actualise 
one of the goals of the Qatar National Vision 2030, 
which places the development of human competen-
cies, especially in the field of education, at the top of 
its priorities.

In a press statement, Buainain said that the agree-
ment constitutes a qualitative addition to the ministry 
and embodies the cooperation relationship with the 
national private sector, and complements the roles be-
tween them, in addition to opening broad horizons for 
joint cooperation in other fields, which will contribute 
to improving the services provided by the ministry. 

The CEO of WISA considered the agreement a na-
tional responsibility to attract competent hands and 
strengthen their presence in the public and private 
sectors, especially in the field of education, which is 
the main source to provide the national market with 
professional cadres in the future.
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Sheikh Faisal Bin Qassim Al Thani 
Museum opens new FBQ Car Museum
 TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Sheikh Faisal Bin Qassim 
Al Thani Museum, a cultural 
landmark in Qatar, held the 
opening of its new designated 
Car Museum. 

Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim 
Al Thani, Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Faisal Al Thani and Sheikh 
Khalid bin Faisal Al Thani, 
along with top VIPs, ambassa-
dors and local and international 
media attended the opening 
ceremony and were given a 
guided tour of the new Car Mu-
seum collection.

The Car Museum is an ex-
tension of the Sheikh Faisal 
Bin Qassim Al Thani Museum, 
a cultural landmark in Al Sam-
riya Estate, Al Shahaniya, north 
west of Doha.

As part of the Sheikh Faisal 
Bin Qassim Al Thani Museum 
tours, the Car Museum wel-
comes visitors to view around 
its 300 stunning classic cars 
and then take in the museum’s 
treasure trove of 30,000 unique 
exhibits of Islamic art, Qatar 
heritage, international artifacts, 
carpets, Jewellery and textiles.

In the Car Museum, visitors 
can experience a multi-faceted 

journey through the history of 
over 120 years of motorised 
development, revealing and 
reflecting human’s needs to 
advance technology to shorten 
distances and connect people 
across on the Arabian Peninsula 
and Qatar.

The new Car Museum ex-
hibits include exquisite classic 
car models of 1900s onwards, 
from legendary 1908 Studebak-
er and 1924 Ford T Roadster 
models to a 1958 Cadillac and 
1968 Ford Mustang. 

Classic models of cars and 
trucks, sports cars, converti-
bles and limousines, make up 
the unique collection, taking 
visitors back in time, evoking 
memories of a bygone motoring 
era up to the present day.

Speaking at the event, 
Sheikh Faisal said, “It gives 
me great pleasure to be at the 
opening of this car exhibition, 
as I have always had a passion 
for cars, collecting truly iconic 
models over the years. This 
interest quickly turned into a 

hobby for me which has now 
produced this significant collec-
tion of different classic cars. As 
it attracted the attention of the 
public and generated more and 
more interest, this prompted 
me to open an exhibition of my 
own collection of cars.

“I am particularly proud 
that the opening of this year’s 
exhibition coincided with the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
which gives us a greater oppor-
tunity to showcase these dis-
tinctive pieces to Qatar’s guests 

from all over the world. This has 
also meant recognising the im-
portance of an industry, which 
has historically formed a life-
changing link between peoples 
and places around the world. 
The expo also provides a chance 
for our visitors to experience 
some of the most stylish models 
of amazing cars from the early 
1900s up to the present day.”

He added, “The new mu-
seum reflects my journey of 
acquiring these classic motors 
as the automotive industry 

evolved and tells the story of its 
history at the same time. Some 
of the cars offered in this col-
lection are my own cars, those 
of my father, Sheikh Qassim Al 
Thani, and those of other Qatari 
families and international ce-
lebrities.”

The Car Museum is divided 
into eight zones from 1900 up to 
the 1980s, each one exhibiting 
some of the most famous and 
sought-after models of the era.  
These include a 1951 Chrysler 
and Buick of the same year, a 
1955 Pontiac, a 1937 Peugeot, 
Roadster and even a 1940 army 
tank. The Car Museum is being 
offered as part of the museum 
tour priced at QR50 for adults 
and free for kids under 12, with 
no extra fees being charged to 
visit it.

Mona El Helbawi, group 
general manager at Al Rayyan 
Investment in Education and 
Sports Cluster, said: “The new 
FBQ Car Museum is continuing 
the heritage that Sheikh Faisal 
established, and is the first of its 
kind in the Middle East.

 We take pride in being part 
of this legacy, being continued 
by Sheikh’s Faisal’s sons and 
daughters to keep the heritage 
alive for generations to come. 

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HENRY Jacques has announced 
that its collection of Les Brumes 
fragrances is now complete with 
its entire range of 50 Les Clas-
siques fragrances now on offer 
in the unique ‘Splash & Spray’ 
version. 

Reinventing heritage, Les 
Brumes offer a lighter expres-
sion of the traditional essences 
at the very heart of the maison, 
bridging the spirit of high per-
fumery and modern day living. 

All 50 Les Brumes are pre-
sented in stunning crystalline 
glass flacons topped with an 
innovative and highly techni-
cal spray, an in-house creation 
that dispenses a delicate, airy 
yet highly intense cloud of fra-
grance. 

Thanks to interchangeable 
tops, one can personalise their 
experience according to their 
mood – two rituals in one highly 
contemporary showcase: an en-
veloping mist of a spray or a gen-
tle splash on the skin.

A playful entry into the 
world of Haute Parfumerie, Les 
Brumes are a perfect gift for 

the upcoming festive season 
for those with a passion for fra-
grance and an appreciation for 
savoir-faire. Like the more tra-
ditional essences, Les Brumes 
allow wearers to build their own 
perfume wardrobe, to compose 
their own signature or imprint in 
a more light-hearted way.

Les Brumes offer a glimpse 
into the Henry Jacques’ Art-de-
Vivre, a treasure trove of endless 
choices and a bountiful journey: 
the most precious and exclusive 
ingredients, rare and perfect 
from the intricate Les Excep-
tions masterpieces, the innova-
tive Clic-Clac solid perfumes, 
and the pinnacle of Haute Par-
fumerie, Les Sur-Mesures, or 
Bespoke. 

The 50 Les Brumes are now 
available at Henry Jacques bou-
tiques in the Middle East: 

The Dubai Mall Fashion 
Avenue extension - Dubai, The 
Galleria Mall - Abu Dhabi and 
Galeries Lafayette - Qatar.

Discover Qatar offers educational tours to school and college students
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

DISCOVER Qatar (DQ) is offer-
ing specially-designed tours to 
showcase Qatar’s top-tier edu-
cational and tourism resources 
as well as the distinctive features 
of Doha. 

Custom-made for school 
and college students from across 
the globe, these tours present 
a unique opportunity for a ho-
listic view of Qatar’s premier 
academic ecosystem, while im-
mersing guests in the culture of 
the country.

Through these tours, Dis-
cover Qatar aims to provide life-
enhancing travel experiences 
to empower students to learn 
beyond the classroom. These 
tours will enable cross-culture 
connections for the students to 
develop new ideas and perspec-
tives through special experi-
ences, training and networking 
opportunities.

Steven Reynolds, senior 
vice-president, Discover Qatar, 

said: “The successful develop-
ment and launch of our educa-
tional tours for school and col-
lege students is a testament to 
Qatar’s dynamic offerings as a 
unique global destination for ed-
ucational pursuits. We look for-
ward to enriching the academic 
growth of students around the 
world with resources, insights 
and experiences from leading 
academic and cultural institu-
tions in Qatar.”

Discover Qatar’s educational 
tours focus on a range of sub-
jects, including architecture, art 
and culture, sports and perfor-
mance excellence, fashion and 
design, business management 
and gastronomy, all with the 
goal of stimulating learning for 
students through curated activi-
ties and workshops. 

Bringing learning curricu-
lums to life, students can develop 
problem-solving skills, improve 
critical thinking, broaden their 
worldview and learn through 
a variety of custom-designed 
workshops, activities and inter-

active experiential sessions. 
The specially-designed pro-

grammes are offered for five 
days and can be extended up 
to 10 days based on the subject 
or expected learning outcomes. 
These are all-inclusive group 
programmes that combine ser-
vices such as hotel accommo-
dation, meals, airport and local 
city transfers, sightseeing ac-
tivities and a guide who escorts 

the group for a complete stay in 
Doha. More details can be found 
on the Discover Qatar website 
https://www.discoverqatar.qa/
education-tours/.

Discover Qatar recently 
conducted familiarisation tours 
during which participants dis-
covered diverse opportunities 
through interactions at Qatar 
Foundation and Education City, 
mainly at Weill Cornell Medicine 

– Qatar, Texas A&M University 
at Qatar, and Virginia Common-
wealth University School of the 
Arts in Qatar. 

DQ also arranged visits to 
National Museum of Qatar, 3-2-
1 Qatar Olympic and Sports Mu-
seum, Fire Station, Mathaf: Arab 
Museum of Modern Art, M7, Ka-
tara Cultural Village, and Aspire 
Academy to present an all-inclu-
sive understanding of Qatar. 

Mark Alexander, founder 
and CEO, Happymiles Outdoor 
Learning, who was part of fa-
miliarisation tour, said: “I was 
pleased to witness things beyond 
my imagination in Doha. Fasci-
nating architecture influenced 
by its traditions and culture, 
priceless art treasures, sumptu-
ous gastronomy diversity, state-
of-the-art interactive museums, 
fantastic education infrastruc-
ture in form of modern cam-
puses, labs, classrooms, teaching 
facilities and open spaces – there 
is so much to learn from. 

“Qatar is one-step ahead 
in fashion and design uniquely 

maintaining its culture and a 
country that encourages top 
quality sports in world-class 
facilities. It was a treat for my 
eyes to see the serene white sand 
dunes merging with blue sea. 
Qatar has a high focus on inno-
vation and sustainability, I truly 
believe there is a lot to learn from 
this forward-looking country.” 

Happymiles Outdoor Learn-
ing is aiming to send approxi-
mately 25 student groups to Qa-
tar in the next six months. 

Sensitivity: Internal DQ has 
already signed several agree-
ments with key travel partners 
in India and is looking to Europe 
and USA markets for strategic 
key partnerships.

Qatar combines globally re-
nowned education with a rich 
culture, world-class facilities and 
social stability, all while offering 
it in a safe environment. Doha, 
which is up to a seven-hour flight 
away from countless major cities 
around the world, offers a visa-
free entry to eligible citizens of 
95 countries. 

Galfar Al Misnad blood donation
camp witnesses record turnout

Henry Jacques unveils 50 Les Brumes

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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GALFAR Al Misnad saw a large 
turnout at the blood donation 
camp held in association with 
Hamad Medical Corporation 
(HMC) Blood Bank. 

A record number of 343 em-
ployees from Galfar Al Misnad’s 
camps, sites and offices donated 
blood during this year’s drive 
held at the Galfar Clinic in New 
Industrial Area Camp, where 
employees patiently waited in 
long queues to donate their 
blood throughout the day. 

“This year’s blood donation 
campaign was very motivating 
and a special one, as this was 
being conducted after a gap of 
two years due to the COVID-19 
Pandemic. The enthusiastic re-
sponse was overwhelming. No-
ble-hearted Galfarians pitched 
in from every cadre to make this 
campaign a huge success,” said 
Dr Manoj Ashokan, senior medi-
cal officer of Galfar Al Misnad. 

Galfar Al Misnad, a 100 per-
cent Qatari contracting com-

pany, has been operating for 
more than 27 years in Qatar and 
is an integral partner in several 
nation building projects. The 
company has been regularly 
running this campaign with its 
employees since 2012 and has 
been consistently appreciated 
by HMC for its commitment to 
social responsibility by organis-
ing field blood donation cam-
paigns.

“We are grateful to the medi-
cal team who worked very hard 
for the last three months so that 
these many people could qualify 
as donors. HMC follows very 
stringent rules and getting so 
many qualified donors from the 
company was a major challenge. 
We are indebted to HMC for 
their cooperation from day one 
and for sending a big team to 
make the blood donation cam-
paign successful,” said Anupam 
Kar, general manager, Finance 
and Administration at Galfar Al 
Misnad. 

The Galfar Clinic caters to the 
company’s nearly 7,400-strong 
workforce to ensure the health 
and wellness of all their em-
ployees. The main clinic is in the 
company’s camp in New Indus-
trial Area, with first aid clinics at 
its various sites and other major 
camps across Qatar in compli-
ance with the Ministry of Public 
Health’s (MoPH) standards. The 
medical personnel regularly con-
duct periodic health check-ups 
of all employees in addition to 
providing medical care. 

These tours present a unique opportunity for a holistic view of Qatar’s 
premier academic ecosystem.

Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim Al Thani and other dignitaries open FBQ Car Museum.

A record number of 343 em-
ployees from Galfar Al Misnad’s 
camps, sites and offices donated 
blood during this year’s drive.

Henry Jacques_50 Les Brumes



Minister of State and President of Qatar National Library (QNL) HE Dr Hamad Bin Abdulaziz Al Kawari welcomed 
high-profile delegations from Saudi Arabia and Kuwait to the library recently. During the visit, the delegates toured the 
building and collections and discussed future collaborations, cultural exchanges and enhancing cooperation between 
Qatar National Library and libraries in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, as well as other cultural institutions. As part of its 
mission to preserve the nation’s and region’s heritage, the library will continue to invest time and effort into sharing 
knowledge and empowering future generations across Qatar and beyond. (TNN)

HBKU’s CSE receives QR16.1 
million grant to create national 
risk management plan for Qatar

BMW 218i Gran Coupe 2022 model, Kia Sorento and Carnival 2015 model recalled

Labour minister and ILO 
D-G discuss cooperation
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HAMAD Bin Khalifa University 
(HBKU)’s College of Science and 
Engineering (CSE) is spearhead-
ing critical research to create an 
effective national risk manage-
ment plan for Qatar. 

A new research project ‘Re-
SolVE (Resilient Solutions for 
Vulnerabilities and Emergen-
cies): An Effective National Risk 
Management Plan for Qatar’, led 
by Dr Sami G. Al Ghamdi, associ-
ate professor in the Sustainable 
Development Division at CSE, 
and head of the Sustainable Built 
Environment (SBE) group, as the 
project director and lead princi-
pal investigator, has received a 
QR16.1 million ($4.4 million) 
grant award under Qatar Na-
tional Research Fund (QNRF)’s 
National Priorities Research Pro-
gram (NPRP) in the 14th cycle. 

ReSolVE was awarded under 
the new NPRP-Cluster (NPRP-C) 
focusing on National Emergency 
Preparedness, Response and Re-
silience (NEPRR) thematic area, 
launched by QNRF to support 
Qatar’s relevant capabilities. 

Dr Ghamdi and his team will 
work with expert teams from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology (MIT), the University of 
Maryland, College Park (UMD), 
Texas A&M University at Qa-
tar (TAMUQ) and Weill Cornell 
Medicine-Qatar (WCM-Q).

During unexpected events or 
disasters, two major categories of 
infrastructure and systems are 
significantly impacted: (i) physi-

cal infrastructure (transporta-
tion, energy and water systems), 
and (ii) healthcare infrastructure. 

To anticipate and enhance its 
resilience to unprecedented cli-
mate events, it is vital for Qatar to 
assess its own existing infrastruc-
ture, systems and service provi-
sions and evaluate any potential 
vulnerabilities. 

Commenting on the impor-
tance of this awarded NPRP-
Cluster project, Dr Mounir 
Hamdi, founding dean of CSE, 
said: “This awarded project is 
extremely significant towards 
creating a resilient emergency 
preparedness structure and cor-
responding policies for the State 
of Qatar.” 

The ReSolVE project’s over-
arching goal is to develop a robust 
methodology and framework for 
a Risk-Resilience-Sustainability 
(RRS) nexus, driven by a full 
data management plan, to assess 
and identify the potential risks, 
vulnerabilities and impacts of 
emergencies or disasters faced by 
Qatar and provide resilient solu-
tions. ReSolVE consists of five 
sub-projects (SPs). 

SP-1, led by Dr Ghamdi, in-
volves project management and 
developing a holistic framework 
and metrics through a robust da-
ta-management plan in a system-
of-systems fashion using analysis 
of the different infrastructures 
carried out in other SPs. 

In SP-2, HBKU research-
ers will collaborate with MIT 
researchers, led by Dr Elfatih A. 
B. Eltahir, professor of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering, fo-

cusing on climate change mod-
elling and hazard identification 
to quantify the environmental 
changes and hazards for Qatar 
in the coming decades. This SP 
involves investigating the effects 
of climate change on weather 
conditions and diseases in the 
context of Qatar, as well as iden-
tifying potential hazards. 

The climate change data 
from SP-2 will be used by two 
teams, from WCM-Q and HBKU, 
and UMD and HBKU, to do a 
risk assessment of the resilience 
of Qatar’s health and physical 
infrastructures in SP-3 and SP-
4, respectively. The healthcare 
infrastructure assessment will 
be supervised by Dr. Ali Sultan, 
professor of Teaching in Mi-
crobiology and Immunology at 
WCM-Q, in conjunction with 
Qatar’s Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH). The assessment of Qa-
tar’s healthcare infrastructure is 
important. 

The broad areas of human 
health influenced by climate 
change include metabolic dis-
eases, work-related illnesses, oc-
cupational health, and infectious 
diseases. The physical infrastruc-
ture assessment will be super-
vised by Dr Bilal Ayyub, profes-
sor of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering at UMD. This SP 
will examine the relevant risks 
and vulnerabilities of Qatar’s 
physical infrastructure, such as 
transportation, energy and water 
networks, to identify potential 
cost-effective upgrades and com-
municate the findings to support 
policy and decision-making. 

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry (MoCI), in cooperation with Al 
Fardan Automobiles, Qatar’s BMW 
dealership, has announced the recall of 
BMW 218i Gran Coupe, 2022 model, 

due to a possible fault in the rear tail-
light programming.

The ministry, in cooperation with 
Al-Attiya Motors and Trading Company, 
Qatar’s Kia dealership, has also recalled 
Kia Sorento and Carnival, 2015 model 
as the shift lever knob can be moved 
out of park position into any gear posi-

tion without pressing the brake pedal, 
regardless of whether the ignition key is 
on or off.

The ministry said the recall cam-
paign comes within the framework of 
its ongoing efforts to protect consumers 
and ensure that car dealers follow up on 
vehicle defects and repairs.

QNA 
DOHA

MINISTER of Labour HE Dr Ali bin 
Samikh Al Marri met with Director-
General of the International Labor Or-
ganization (ILO) Gilbert Houngbo in 
Doha on Saturday.

The meeting focused on aspects 
of cooperation between Qatar and the 
ILO and the means to boost them in 
the future.

After the meeting, the minister 
and the ILO chief visited one of the 
ministry-overseen fan zones in the 
Industrial Area. They took part in the 
activities presented there with the aim 
to enable workers to enjoy the unique 
atmosphere of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

The two officials also conversed 
with a number of expatriate workers 
about their experiences and how they 
enjoy the World Cup vibes.

The labour minister briefed the 
ILO director on the facilities provid-
ed by the ministry in some of the fan 

zones, stressing the importance of pro-
viding such services to an important 
segment that has directly contributed 
to Qatar’s success in hosting the World 
Cup through continuous hard work 
over the past years.

He stressed that the Ministry of 
Labour attaches great importance to 
the entertainment activities for the 
expatriate workers, through organis-
ing events accompanying the tourna-
ment, pointing out that the ministry 
also organises entertainment events 
that are not limited to the World Cup, 
but throughout the year, and on vari-
ous occasions, such as Qatar National 
Day or the Sports Day.

The minister and the visiting official 
also paid a visit to ‘Barahat Al Janoub’ 
workers accommodation complex, 
which is managed by Barwa Real Estate 
under the ministry’s specifications and 
requirements for workers housing. 

Barahat Al Janoubis has a capac-
ity of more than 67,000 workers and is 
expected to start receiving workers in 
the second quarter of 2023.
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Prof Ayyub, Prof Al Ghamdi, Prof Eltahir and Prof Qarage

QNL WELCOMES SPECIAL DELEGATIONS FROM SAUDI, KUWAIT

Minister of State and President of Qatar National Library (QNL) HE Dr Hamad bin Abdulaziz Al Kawari with delegations from Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait.

The meeting with delegations from Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. Tour of the library for the delegations from Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.

Minister of Labour HE Dr Ali bin Samikh Al Marri with Director-General of the 
International Labor Organization (ILO) Gilbert Houngbo in Doha on Saturday.
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T
HE Argentina-Australia match 
on Saturday evening was a fare-
well concert for Ahmad Bin Ali 
Stadium as the stadium hosted 
the last FIFA World Cup match 

at its ground. The beautiful stadium 
had previously hosted 6  group stage 
matches,  all weaving stories of bril-
liance and memories to remain im-
mortal in history.

Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium can ac-
commodate more than 45,000 fans 
and is located in the Umm Al Afaei 
area, 20 kilometres west of the centre 
of Doha.

It hosted the matches of the World 
Cup that brought together the teams 
of the USA and Wales in Group B on 
Nov. 21 with an attendance 41,415 
fans. On November 23 it hosted Bel-
gium and Canada in Group C, and on 
Nov. 29 the one between Wales and 
England. Again on Dec. 1, the stadium 
hosted Croatia and Belgium in Group 
F, and then the match between Argen-
tina and Australia on Saturday in the 
round of 16.

The Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium was 
inaugurated on December 18, 2020 
when it hosted HH the Amir Cup final 
between Al Sadd and Al Arabi.

The stadium features a stunning 
exterior facade with elements that 
showcase aspects of Qatari culture 
such as family values, the beauty of 
the desert, plant and animal life, as 

well as local and international trade.
It is planned to reduce the capac-

ity of the stadium by half after the dis-
mantling of the upper seats.

The Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium was 
built on the site of the old stadium 
of Al Rayyan club, and its undulat-
ing exterior facade is decorated with 
symbols representing Qatari culture 
in all its splendor. The perimetre of 
the stadium includes a green area of 
125.000 square metres, along with a 
large number of local plants with low 
water consumption for the commu-
nity to enjoy.

The stadium received three pres-
tigious certificates from the Global 
Sustainability Assessment System 
(GSAS) awarded by the Gulf Organi-
zation for Research and Development 
(GORD), in the sustainability of de-
sign and construction of the four-star 
category.

The stadium uses environmentally 
friendly cooling technology (DC) via a 
central station with a cooling capacity 
of 16,000 tonnes. The plant supplies 
the stadium with chilled water through 
the power plant, to a large number of 
air treatment units deployed on site 

to provide the required temperature 
to the area of the stands and the sta-
dium. At the same time, the building is 
20 percent more energy efficient com-
pared to other buildings of this type, 
and it also uses 20 percent less water. 

The Argentinian blue color covered 
the stadium in the last match. Photos 
of the inspirer of the world football 
fans Diego Armando Maradona were 
present, along with photos of Messi, 
his teammates and Argentine flags.

The Argentine public believed in 
the abilities of their country’s national 
team to accomplish the task, during 

their country’s match against the Mex-
icans in the group stage, when Lusail 
Stadium hosted the largest number 
of fans, 88,966 people, since the 1994 
edition.

Javier, an Argentine fan, said that 
the national team has managed to reg-
ister its presence in the round of 16 
eight times and in the last edition it 
lost to France, adding that today there 
is a hope that the Argentinians will 
continue and go on to achieve their 
dream.

The Argentine fan underlined the 
beauty of the World Cup stadiums in 
Qatar, which was admired and appre-
ciated by many. He pointed out that 
Qatar has succeeded in presenting 
something different in this edition of 
the World Cup.

The Australian fans were present 
in the South Stand of the Ahmad Bin 
Ali Stadium, which was decorated 
with yellow and green flags and the 
“kangaroo”logo.

Some Australian fans said that the 
atmosphere in Qatar is wonderful and 
they were keen to take the trouble to 
travel long from Sydney to Doha  to 
stand by the national team. The fans 
said that they had planned to visit Qa-
tar a few months ago and had chosen 
the places they would visit during the 
trip. They  expressed their admira-
tion for everything they saw at the 
tournament sites and the accompany-
ing mass events, whether in the Doha 
Corniche or Katara, as well as in some 
areas around Doha.

Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium bids farewell 
to World Cup with immortal stories
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The Argentina-Australia match on Saturday evening was a farewell concert for Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium

Football fans enjoy the world’s biggest sporting 
event as well as the greatest sport party in Qatar. 
Fans from across the world cheer for their teams 
with family and friends, and enjoy the fun and 
frolic offered by various fan zones during the 28-
day celebration of the beautiful game and global 
culture in the country.

FANS, FUN & 
FOOTBALL



AGENCIES 

Chinese authorities are continuing to 
ease COViD-19 restrictions, with several 
cities including shenzhen and Beijing no 
longer requiring negative tests to take pub-
lic transport.

The moves come even as daily COViD-19 
infections in China hover near all-time 
highs and follow recent protests by people 
across the country who are frustrated by the 
Chinese government’s rigid enforcement of 
anti-virus restrictions.

Authorities in southern shenzhen said 
on saturday that commuters no longer need 
to show a negative COViD-19 test to use 
public transport or when entering pharma-
cies, parks and tourist attractions.

The decision follows similar moves by 

the southern city of Chengdu and the north-
ern metropolis of Tianjin. in Beijing, au-
thorities said on Friday that negative COV-
iD-19 test results will no longer be required 
for public transport starting from Monday. 
however, a negative result obtained within 

the past 48 hours is still required to enter 
venues such as shopping malls, which have 
gradually reopened with many restaurants 
and eateries providing takeout services.

Beijing has also begun shutting down 
public testing booths, in a move that has 
prompted both cheers and concern. 

But others complained that as most 
public venues in the city still require COV-
iD-19 tests, the closure of testing booths 
had resulted in hours-long queues at the 
booths that remained open.

in the wake of recent demonstrations, 
which erupted on november 25 after at 
least 10 people died in a fire at a partially 
locked-down apartment building in the 
western city of Urumqi, the Chinese govern-
ment has promised to reduce the disruption 
of COViD-19 controls on everyday life. 

Major cities in China ease COVID-19 restrictions

Russian public’s support for 
Ukraine war waning: British intel

DPA
 LONDON 

sUppOrT from the russian 
public for the war in Ukraine 
“is falling significantly,” Brit-
ain’s Defence Ministry said in 
its daily bulletin on sunday, 
citing recent polling in russia.

“With russia unlikely to 
achieve major battlefield suc-
cesses in the next several 
months, maintaining even tacit 
approval of the war amongst 
the population is likely to be 
increasingly difficult for the 
Kremlin,” it said.

The British ministry point-
ed to a report by an independ-
ent russian media outlet which 
claimed access to data collected 
by russia’s Federal protective 
service for internal use.

“The data indicated 55 per-
cent of russians favour peace 
talks with Ukraine, with only 
25 percent claiming to support 
continuing the conflict,” the 
ministry said.

At the start of the war, 
around 80 percent of russians 
had supported what the Krem-
lin terms a “special military op-

eration,” the ministry said.
The British Defence Minis-

try has published information 
sourced from the country’s 
intelligence services since the 
war began at the end of Febru-
ary.

A senior Us intelligence 
official has also said that the 
slowed pace of fighting in 
Ukraine is set to continue 
over the next several months 
and the United states sees no 
evidence that Ukraine’s will to 
resist russia has diminished, 
despite Moscow’s crippling at-
tacks on the Ukrainian power 
grid. 

Avril haines, director of na-
tional intelligence in the Biden 
administration, said on satur-
day that she believed russian 
president Vladimir putin had 
been surprised that his military 
had not achieved more in its 
war on Ukraine.

Data indicated 55 percent 
of Russians favour peace 
talks with Ukraine. 

DPA 
JAKARTA 

inDOnesiAn authorities is-
sued the highest alert level on 
sunday after a series of volcanic 
eruptions in Mount semeru in 
the eastern part of Java island.

The Center for Volcanology 
and Geological hazard Mitiga-
tion raised the status to level 
four after the volcano showed 
signs of increased activity, 
spewing a column of hot ash 
1,500 metres into the sky and 
dispersing volcanic ash in a 
7-kilometre radius.

The agency said that there 
have been at least nine erup-
tions since last night, prompt-
ing nearly 2,000 people to 
evacuate from villages in the 
area.

Following the eruption of 
the semeru volcano, indone-
sia’s disaster mitigation agency 

(BnpB) said on sunday 1,979 
people had been moved to 11 
shelters and authorities had 
distributed masks to residents.

Authorities have restricted 
the area surrounding the crater. 
A 13-kilometre radius has been 
restricted on its south-eastern 
slope.

residents in Lumajang dis-
trict have been advised to forgo 
activities within 500 metres 
of the Besuk Kobokan river, 
where there is a pyroclastic 
flow hazard, said local official 
Joko sambang.

Mount semeru stands at 
3,676 metres above sea level 

and is the highest peak in Java, 
indonesia’s most densely pop-
ulated island.

A sudden eruption of 
Mount semeru last year killed 
at least 51 people, injured 
more than 100, and thousands 
of houses and buildings were 
damaged.

With 142 volcanoes, in-
donesia with a population of 
over 270 million people has 
the largest population globally 
living in close proximity to a 
volcano, including 8.6 million 
within 10km (6 miles).

indonesia has 127 active 
volcanoes.

Mount Semeru spews thick ashes in Lumajang on Sunday. 

Nearly 2,000 people 
evacuate as Indone-
sia’s highest volcano 
erupts, releasing 
thick clouds of gas 
and ash

Iran disbands morality police 
DPA 

TEHRAN 

The iranian leadership has 
disbanded the morality police, 
local media reported on sun-
day as president ebrahim raisi 
held an emergency meeting in 
parliament in response to mass 
protests in the country.

The morality police, respon-
sible for enforcing the islamic 
dress code for women, has 
been dissolved, “but the judi-
cial authority will continue to 
deal with this social challenge,” 
iran’s attorney general told the 
shargh newspaper.

Mohammed Jafar Montaz-
eri provided no details on the 
circumstances or implementa-
tion of the decision.

nationwide protests, trig-
gered by an arrest by the moral-
ity police, have been building in 
iran for more than two months.

A 22-year-old iranian Kurd-
ish woman, Mahsa Amini, was 
arrested in mid-september for 
violating the islamic dress code. 
A few strands of hair were said 
to have fallen from under her 
headscarf, also known as a hi-
jab. Amini died in police cus-
tody just days after her arrest, 
triggering protests throughout 
the country against the regime.

president raisi has repeat-
edly said that iran is tolerant 
of criticism, but not of foreign-
controlled riots, as he describes 
them.

iran has continued to blame 
the West for the protests, which 
have been met with violence by 
authorities.

human rights organisations 
estimate that since the outbreak 
of protests, 60 authorities and 
410 protesters including 64 
children have died.

The official figures on this 

are contradictory. iran’s securi-
ty council claims 200 have died, 
while the revolutionary guard 
reports 300 dead.

Thousands have been ar-
rested over the last two months 
as well, including students, 

journalists, athletes and artists.
some demonstrators have 

been sentenced to death.
Further protests are planned 

throughout the country starting 
on Monday. Opposition sources 
also report plans for strikes.

In this file photo taken in July 2007, an Iranian policewoman (R) speaks 
with women regarding their clothing during a crackdown to enforce 
Islamic dress code in the capital Tehran. 

People wait in a long queue to be tested for 
COVID-19 at an open testing site as many testing 
stations are shut down in Beijing on Saturday.
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DAMASCUS: One civilian and a policeman were killed on Sunday 
in a volatile Syrian city as government forces attempted to quell 
protests against the war-torn country’s economic woes, a moni-
tor reported. Protests erupted in the city of Sweida in south-
western Syria over deteriorating living conditions, the Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights said. Sweida is a mainly Druze 
area that is under the government’s control. Druze, a minority in 
Syria, are an offshoot of Shiite Islam. Most residents in Sweida 
are loyal to Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. However, angry 
protesters attacked government offices and vehicles in the city, 
calling for the downfall of al-Assad’s regime, the Britain-based 
monitor added. The protesters threw stones at a government 
building. Some youth later stormed the office and removed a 
picture of al-Assad from the front of the building, tearing it up. 
Protesters torched a security vehicle after forces started shoot-
ing to disperse demonstrators. One civilian was killed and seven 
others injured in the violence, according to the observatory. A 
policeman was also killed as protesters attempted to storm the 
city’s police premises, it added. The security forces were later 
able to disperse the protesters, the observatory reported. For 
its part, the Syrian government accused a “group of outlaws” of 
setting a provincial building on fire in Sweida and random shoot-
ing there. Syria’s state news agency SNA quoted the Interior 
Ministry as saying that the “outlaws” had also attempted to 
break into the local police headquarters resulting in a police-
man’s death.  (DPA)

Civilian, policeman dead as protests hit 
Syrian city: Monitor

News 
in brief

South Africa’s President ramaphosa ‘is 
not resigning’: Spokesman

JOHANNESBURG: South Africa’s President Cyril Ramaphosa, 
embroiled in scandal and under threat of impeachment, has no 
intention of resigning and will fight both politically and judicially, 
his spokesperson said. Ramaphosa’s position came into ques-
tion after an independent parliamentary panel said in a report 
he might have violated the oath of office with regards to millions 
of dollars in cash found at his private game farm. “President 
Ramaphosa is not resigning based on a flawed report, [nor] is 
he stepping aside,” Ramaphosa’s spokesperson, Vincent Mag-
wenya, told journalists by text message. “The President has tak-
en to heart the unequivocal message coming from the branches 
of the governing party who have nominated him to avail himself 
for a 2nd term of the leadership of the ANC.” Ramaphosa has 
denied any wrongdoing and has not been charged with any 
crimes. On Wednesday, a three-member parliamentary panel, in-
cluding a former chief justice of the country’s highest court, said 
Ramaphosa “may have committed” acts contrary to the law and 
the constitution, paving the way for impeachment proceedings. 
The president has not been charged with anything at this point, 
and the police inquiry is ongoing. But the scandal, complete with 
details of more than half a million dollars in cash being hidden 
under sofa cushions, comes at the worst possible moment for 
the president. On December 16, Ramaphosa contests elections 
for the ANC presidency – a position that also holds the key to 
staying on as national president. (AGENCIES)

Chinese trio return after six-month 
mission to Tiangong space station

BEIJING: Three Chinese astronauts arrived back on Earth on Sunday 
after carrying out six months of construction work on the Tiangong 
station, marking the end of one of China’s longest space missions 
to date. State television showed the Shenzhou 14 spacecraft 
landing in the Gobi Desert of north-western China. Chen Dong, Liu 
Yang and Cai Xuzhe spent 183 days in space. Construction of the 
Tiangong space station - the name means “heavenly palace” - is 
nearly complete. China, which has invested billions in its space pro-
gramme, wants to operate the outpost for around 10 years. China 
already successfully operates an exploration vehicle on Mars. There 
have also been several missions to the moon. Over the next five 
years, rock samples from the moon’s polar regions will be brought to 
Earth. The Chinese are also working on a reusable spaceship that 
could be deployed by 2025. The station is currently manned by a 
successor crew who began their mission in late November. (DPA)

Indonesia raises high 
alert as volcano erupts 
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OPEC+ agreed to stick to its 
oil output targets at a meeting 
on Sunday as the oil markets 
struggle to assess the impact of 
a slowing Chinese economy on 
demand and a G7 price cap on 
Russian oil on supply.

The decision comes two 
days after the Group of Seven 
(G7) nations agreed a price cap 
on Russian oil.

OPEC+, which comprises 
the Organization of the Pe-
troleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) and allies including 
Russia, angered the United 
States and other Western na-
tions in October when it agreed 
to cut output by 2 million bar-
rels per day (bpd), about 2% of 
world demand, from Novem-
ber until the end of 2023.

Washington accused the 
group and one of its leaders, 
Saudi Arabia, of siding with 
Russia despite Moscow’s war 
in Ukraine.

OPEC+ argued it had cut 
output because of a weaker 
economic outlook. Oil prices 
have declined since October 
due to slower Chinese and 
global growth and higher in-
terest rates, prompting market 
speculation the group could cut 
output again.

But on Sunday the group of 
oil producers decided to keep 
the policy unchanged. Its key 
ministers will next meet on 
Feb. 1 for a monitoring com-
mittee while a full meeting is 
scheduled for June 3-4.

On Friday, G7 nations and 
Australia agreed a $60 per 
barrel price cap on Russian 
seaborne crude oil in a move 
to deprive President Vladimir 
Putin of revenue while keeping 
Russian oil flowing to global 
markets.

Moscow said it would not 
sell its oil under the cap and 
was analysing how to respond.

Many analysts and OPEC 
ministers have said the price 
cap is confusing and prob-
ably inefficient as Moscow has 
been selling most of its oil to 

countries like China and India, 
which have refused to condemn 
the war in Ukraine.

Neither an OPEC meeting on 
Saturday nor the OPEC+ meet-
ing on Sunday discussed the 
Russian price cap, sources said.

Russia’s Deputy Prime Min-
ister Alexander Novak said on 
Sunday Russia would rather cut 
production than supply oil un-
der the price cap and said the 
cap may affect other producers.

Sources have told Reuters 
several OPEC+ members have 
expressed frustration at the cap 
saying the anti-market meas-
ure could ultimately be used by 
the West against any producer.

The United States said 
the measure was not aimed                              
at OPEC.

JP Morgan said on Friday 
that OPEC+ could review pro-
duction in the new year based 

on fresh data on Chinese de-
mand trends and consumer 
compliance with price caps 
on Russia crude output and                                       
tanker flow.

Jeff Currie, global head 
of commodities at Goldman 
Sachs, told CNBC that OPEC+ 
had correctly predicted the de-
mand decline in November and 
that the group will discuss the 
ongoing weakness in demand in 
China at the upcoming meeting, 
stating that “there’s a high prob-
ability that we do see a cut”.

Tamas Varga, an analyst 
at broker PVM Oil Associates, 
said in a note Thursday that oil 
prices below $90 per barrel are 
“not acceptable” for OPEC+, 
and that retaliatory measures 
from Russia could also have a 
bullish effect on crude prices in 
December.

While it’s increasingly diffi-

cult to predict the course of oil 
prices in early 2023 accurately, 
it’s almost certain that crude 
markets will remain tightly 
supplied in the foreseeable 
future, even if Russian crude 
continues to flow to end-con-
sumers.

Whether Russian crude 
supply will actually drop sig-
nificantly in December and 
in the first months of the new 
year, and whether EU-U.S.-
G7 sanctions will prove to be 
successful remains to be seen. 
Moscow has taken a leaf out of 
Iran’s sanction-skirting play-
book and has worked over the 
course of the last 9 months to 
set up a new offshore logis-
tics network, featuring ship-
to-ship transfers and crude-
blending operations to make 
sure its crude keeps flowing to 
global consumers.

QSE maintains 
upward trend, 
opens week 
on positive note

OPEC+ agrees to keep 
oil output unchanged 
amid Russian oil cap Agencies 

New YOrk 

GlOBAl economic growth in 
2023 is forecast to be as weak 
as in 2009 during the finan-
cial crisis as a result of the 
Ukraine conflict and its im-
pact on the world economy, 
according to the Institute of 
International Finance (IIF).

The world economy is 
projected to grow 1.5 per cent 
next year, compared to 0.6 
per cent in 2009, the IIF’s 
managing director and chief 
economist Robin Brooks and 
economists Jonathan Fortun 
and Jack Pingle said in a re-
port on Thursday.

However, “true” growth 
— an annual average growth 
adjusted for statistical carry-
over from the previous year 
— is forecast to be 1.1 per 
cent in 2023, as compared 
to 1.3 per cent in 2009 amid 
the Great Recession that be-
gan a year earlier.

The IIF, the association 
for the global financial servic-
es industry, estimates global 
purchasing power parity-
weighted statistical carryover 
at 0.4 per cent in 2023.

The annual average 
growth in 2009 was 0.6 per 
cent with a base effect of -0.7 
per cent. The base effect was 
negative as the Great Reces-
sion began in 2008. As a re-
sult, “true” global growth in 
2009 was 1.3 per cent, the 
report said

“Adjusting for base ef-
fects, we expect growth in 
2023 to be as weak as 2009, 
with weakness radiating out 
from deep contractions in 
Russia and Ukraine to the rest 
of the world economy.” it said.

The Ukraine conflict, 
which began in late Febru-
ary, has affected global eco-
nomic growth and led to 
higher oil prices, with Brent 
surging close to $140 per 
barrel in March.

The International Mon-
etary Fund cut its global eco-
nomic growth forecast for 
next year, amid the Ukraine 
conflict, broadening inflation 
pressures and a slowdown in 

China, the world’s second-
largest economy.

The fund maintained its 
global economic estimate 
for this year at 3.2 per cent 
but downgraded next year’s 
forecast to 2.7 percent — 0.2 
percentage points lower than 
the July forecast. There is a 
25 percent probability that 
growth could fall below 2 per 
cent next year, the IMF said in 
its World Economic Outlook 
report released in October.

Ukraine’s economy will 
contract by 15 percent next 
year, while Russia, which is 
under western sanctions, will 
shrink by 7 per cent, accord-
ing to the IIF report.

The eurozone will con-
tract by 2 per cent, after 
expanding by 2.7 per cent 
this year, while the US — the 
world’s largest economy — 
will grow by 1 percent. latin 
America’s economy is also 
forecast to grow by 1.2 per-
cent next year.

India, Asia’s third-larg-
est economy, will grow by 
6 percent, while China, the 
world’s second-largest econ-
omy, will expand by 4.6 per-
cent in 2023, as the country 
continues to ease COVID-19 
curbs amid protests over the 
stringent pandemic rules.

Japan, the world’s third 
largest economy, is project-
ed to grow 1.5 percent next 
year, following a 1.4 percent 
expansion this year.

Unlike Ukraine, western 
carveouts of Russia’s energy 
exports led to large hard cur-
rency inflows there, which 
resulted in a sharp easing 
of financial conditions. This 
helped Moscow to avert a 
“steeper” GDP decline, ac-
cording to the report.

“At a global level, our 
PPP-weighted aggregate 
shows “true” growth in 2023 
to be slightly weaker than in 
2009 with China and latin 
America the most impor-
tant growth drivers,” the                           
IIF said.

“The coming global re-
cession will be more severe 
in “true” growth terms than 
the great recession.”

Global growth in 2023 
to be as weak as in 
2009 amid Ukraine 

conflict, says IIF

OPEC+ argued it had cut output because of a weaker economic outlook. Oil prices have declined since 
October due to slower Chinese and global growth and higher interest rates.
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Lebanon’s inflation rate 
increases 186% in first 10 
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Minister of Commerce and Industry HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin Qassim Al Abdullah Al Thani met with Minister for Foreign and Euro-
pean Affairs of Malta Dr Ian Borg and the accompanying delegation currently visiting the country. The meeting reviewed issues of common interest 
aimed at strengthening cooperation between the two countries in the sectors of trade, investment, and industry. During the meeting, Sheikh Mo-
hammed highlighted the successful economic policies Qatar has put in place to support the private sector, and pointed out the incentives, legisla-
tions, and promising opportunities that are aimed at encouraging investors, businessmen to invest in Qatar.

Minister of Commerce and Industry 
holds meeting with Maltese minister

sAtyendRA PAthAk 
DOhA 

CONTINUING its rising trend 
for the fourth session in a 
row, Qatari stocks opened the 
new trading week on a posi-
tive note as the Qatar Stock 
Exchange (QSE) index gained 
4.71 points, or 0.04 percent, 
to close trading at 12,027.22 
points on Sunday.

The day saw QSE’s mar-
ket capitalisation at the end 
of the trading session rise to 
QR675.695 billion compared 
to QR674.692 billion in the 
previous session. 

The volume of shares trad-
ed was 124,406,304  with a 
total value of QR312.417 mil-
lion, done in 10,677 transac-
tions.

Gains in energy stocks 
were partially offset by losses 
in financial stocks. Islamic 
lender Qatar Islamic Bank 

(QIB) fell 1.12 percent, but 
energy firm Mesaieed Petro-
chemical rose 2.32 percent.

While Industries Qatar 
gained 0.19 percent, QNB 
saw it stock price decline 0.61 
percent Oil prices, which fuel 
the region’s growth, fell 1.5 
percent in choppy trading on 
Friday ahead of a meeting of 
the Organization of the Petro-
leum Exporting Countries and 
its allies (OPEC+) on Sunday 
and an EU ban on Russian 
crude on Monday.

According to reports, they 
could fall further this week af-
ter OPEC+ agreed to stick to 
its oil output targets on Sun-
day but volatility is likely to 
continue after G7 countries 
and Australia also agreed on a 
price cap on Russian oil.

Shares of 31 companies 
rose in today’s session, while 
the shares of 13 companies 
decreased.



Agencies 
Riyadh

Saudi aramco Base Oil Com-
pany (Luberef), the refining 
unit of oil major Saudi aramco, 
may raise as much as 4.95 bil-
lion riyals ($1.32 billion) from 
its initial public offering, as 
the world’s biggest crude pro-
ducer seeks to list some of its                           
subsidiaries.

Luberef will sell more than 
50 million shares, or about 29.7 
per cent of the company’s is-
sued share capital, and set the 
offering share price between 91 
and 99 riyals per share, it said 
in a statement on Sunday.

The final offer price will be 
determined through a book-
building process and is expect-
ed to be announced on decem-
ber 11, it said.

The subscription period for 
individual investors will begin 
after the determination of the 
final price and the offering peri-
od will be for five days, starting 
on december 14 until decem-
ber 18. a maximum of 12.5 mil-
lion shares, or 25 per cent of the 
total share offering, will be al-
located to individual investors.

Luberef is selling existing 
shares owned by private equity 
company Jadwa investment. it 
will list on the main market of 
Saudi arabia’s Tadawul stock 
exchange.

Saudi aramco owns 70 
per cent of Luberef and Jadwa 
owns the remaining 30 per 
cent, which it acquired in 2007 
from Exxon Mobil.

aramco will not sell any of 
its shares in the offering and 
will continue to own 70 per cent 
of Luberef’s share capital after 
the offering. No date has been 
set yet for shares to begin trad-
ing on the Tadawul exchange.

Luberef’s iPO plans come 
amid a bumper year for com-
pany listings in the Gulf and 

Mena, despite declines in global 
markets, with Saudi arabia and 
the uaE making up the major-
ity of new listings amid high oil 
prices.

Middle East iPOs have 
raised more than $19 billion 
this year, the highest share 
for the Gulf region after 2019, 
when Saudi aramco went pub-
lic in a $29 billion offering, the 
world’s largest.

Last month, americana, 
the largest quick-service res-
taurant operator in the Mena 
region, raised $1.8 billion 
from its iPO, paving the way 
for its listing on Saudi arabia’s 
Tadawul and the uaE’s abu 
dhabi Securities Exchange, the 
arab world’s two largest stock                                               
markets.

americana is Saudi arabia’s 
largest iPO this year and the 
first company to be dually listed 
in the kingdom and the uaE.

Established in 1976, Lu-
beref currently operates two 
production facilities located on 
the west coast of the kingdom 
in Yanbu and Jeddah with a 
combined capacity to produce 
1.3 million metric tonnes per 
year of base oils, according to 
its website.

The aramco unit makes 
base oils used in lubricants for 
motor vehicles, ships and in-
dustrial machinery. Base oils 
are used across various sec-
tors, where hydraulic, turbine 
and transmission fluids are 
required for production and 
manufacturing machinery, 
such as in the steel industry, 
food production, textiles and 
clothing.

Luberef’s products are sold 
mainly in the company’s key 
end markets including Saudi 
arabia, other countries across 
the Middle East, North africa 
and india, it said. its products 
are also sold across asia, the 
americas and Europe.

Agencies 
New delhi 

ThE broad consensus among 
economists is that india may 
clock a GdP growth rate of al-
most 7 percent this fiscal year 
and about 6.5 percent next 
year, an exception in a world 
facing slowdown and even re-
cessionary risks. But it won’t 
be easy as india too will be 
buffeted by strong headwinds.

Last month, the Reserve 
Bank of india (RBi) pegged 
the country’s Gross domestic 
Product (GdP) growth for the 
quar ter ending September at 
6.1-6.3 percent. “if this is re-
alised, india is on course for a 
growth rate of about 7 per cent 
in 2022-23,” the central bank 
stated in its monthly bulletin. 

Earlier this week, the Na-
tional Statistical Office (NSO) 
released the second quarter 
data. and the numbers were 
on expected lines.

The indian economy is on 
track to achieve a 6.8-7 per 
cent GdP growth in the current 
fiscal, Chief Economic advsior 
V anantha Nageswaran said.

he said the economic re-
covery momentum is continu-
ing and the GdP is averaging 
the 2019-20 level.

“in 2022-23, the economy 
is on track to reach a 6.8-7 per 
cent growth in the current fis-
cal,” he said, adding festival 
sales, PMi, bank credit growth 
and auto sales data shows that 
the economy has maintained 
momentum despite global 
headwinds.

The iMF has projected in-
dian economy to grow at 6.8 
percent this fiscal, while the 
RBi has pegged it at 7 percent.

india’s economic growth 
slowed down to 6.3 per cent 
in the July-September quar-
ter of this fiscal, as against 8.4 
per cent in the same period                     
2021-22.

india’s economy grew by 
9.7 per cent growth in the first 
half (april-September) of this 
fiscal.

Earlier this year, econo-
mists had cut their projections 

for india’s growth in fiscal 22-
23 to around 7 percent due to 
slowing exports and risks of 
high inflation crimping pur-
chasing power.

despite that, india is ex-
pected to remain the second-
fastest growing economy 
–lagging only Saudi arabia– 
among G20 countries in the 
current fiscal year, according 
to the Organisation of Eco-
nomic Co-operation and de-
velopment.

The indian economy is 
likely to grow 6.5 percent to 7 
percent next fiscal year if the 
global environment does not 
worsen, a member of the prime 
minister’s economic advisory 
council said on Thursday, giv-
ing a higher estimate than 
some economists.

Global agencies such as 

the international Monetary 
Fund and the World bank, for 
instance, have forecast india’s 
growth will be 6.1 percent and 
6 percent, respectively, next      
fiscal.

The country will continue 
to maintain macroeconomic 
stability, despite a “very dif-
ficult” global environment, 
helped by the stable banking 
sector and buoyant tax revenue 
collections, Sanyal said.

india’s supply side is ca-
pable of growing further and 
the manufacturing sector will 
need support from external de-
mand, which is presently weak,                     
Sanyal said.

he added that medium-
term demand prospects are 
good, with private-sector in-
vestments beginning to show 
in the domestic economy.

Slowing global growth, 
however, has started to hurt 
exports, which fell nearly 17% 
year-on-year in October, as per 
the government’s official data.

an “invest-and-export” ap-
proach will further drive the 
economy, Sanyal said.

india aims to position itself 
in global supply chains, in part 
by negotiating free-trade pacts 
with developed nations, incen-
tivising local production, and 
strengthening physical infra-
structure, he said.

india recently sealed a 
trade pact with australia, 
which will come into force on 
dec. 29, and is in advanced 
negotiations with the united 
Kingdom, among others. india 
has also agreed to resume dis-
cussions with the Gulf Coop-
eration Council.

India seems on course to 7% GDP 
growth this fiscal, say economists

Luberef IPO: Saudi 
Aramco’s refining 
unit may raise as 
much as $1.32bn

The IMF has projected Indian economy to grow at 6.8 percent this fiscal, while the RBI has pegged it at 
7 percent.

Agencies 
BeiRut 

hYPERiNFLaTiON in Leba-
non continued for the 28th 
consecutive month in October, 
with the Central administra-
tion of Statistics’ Consumer 
Price index increasing by 186.4 
per cent in the first 10 months 
of 2022 from the same period a 
year earlier.

inflation rose to about 
158.5 per cent in October from 
the same month a year earlier. 
The CPi increased about 14.6 
per cent from September 2022.

The country is in the grip 
of an economic crisis described 
by the World Bank as one of 
the worst in modern history 
and has yet to implement criti-
cal structural and financial re-
forms required to unlock $3 
billion of assistance from the 
international Monetary Fund.

Reforms hinge on the for-
mation of a new government, 
the election of a new presi-
dent and consensus among the 
country’s political elite.

Lebanese politicians are 
deadlocked over the formation 
of a new Cabinet six months af-
ter parliamentary elections and 
six-year term of former presi-
dent Michel aoun expired at 
the end of October.

Political impasses have pre-
viously led to political vacuums 
in the country and stalled its 
economic progress. Lebanon 
was without a president for two 

and a half years until Mr aoun’s 
election by the 128-seat Parlia-
ment in 2016. his predecessor, 
Michel Sleiman, was elected 
in 2008 after the position had 
been vacant for 18 months.

Securing iMF backing will 
help to unlock a further $11 
billion of assistance that was 
pledged at a Paris donor con-
ference in 2018, which is also 

tied to a string of reforms.
Lebanon’s economy col-

lapsed after it defaulted on 
about $31 billion of eurobonds 
in March 2020, with its cur-
rency sinking more than 90 per 
cent against the dollar on the 
black market.

Lebanon is expected to post 
the second-highest inflation 
rate in the world this year, trail-

ing Sudan, according to Fitch 
Solutions.

The cost of healthcare in-
creased nearly fourfold in Oc-
tober from the same period a 
year earlier, followed a nearly 
equal increase in the price of 
miscellaneous goods and ser-
vices.

The prices of water, elec-
tricity, gas and other fuels rose 

by about three and half times, 
communication costs increased 
threefold, while transportation 
costs and the prices of food and 
non-alcoholic beverages also 
increased by a similar level.

Rates at restaurants and 
hotels and the cost of educa-
tion also soared about three-
fold, while the price of clothing 
and footwear, the cost of alco-

holic beverages and tobacco, 
the prices of furnishings and 
household equipment and the 
cost of recreation and enter-
tainment jumped about two 
and half times.

Last month, the World 
Bank said the Lebanese pound’s 
continued sharp depreciation 
continues to exacerbate infla-
tionary pressures, while the 
country’s financial sector is too 
big to be bailed out with its fi-
nancial losses exceeding $72 
billion, the equivalent of more 
than three times its gross do-
mestic product in 2021.

in an interview with al 
hurra television last month, 
Central Bank Governor Riad 
Salameh said the exchange rate 
would change as of next Feb-
ruary. The authority plans to 
devalue the pound officially to 
15,000 to the uS dollar, with 
the aim of unifying the coun-
try’s multiple exchange rates 
and abandon the 25-year peg of 
1,507 pounds to the greenback.

The World Bank projects 
Lebanon’s real GdP will con-
tract 5.4 per cent in 2022, as-
suming continued “political 
paralysis” and no implementa-
tion of an economic recovery 
strategy, it said.

This year’s contraction fol-
lows the economy shrinking 
about 58 per cent between 2019 
and 2021 — the largest among 
193 countries, the Washington-
based lender said in a report in 
January 2022.

Lebanon’s inflation rate increases
186% in first 10 months of 2022
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Lebanon’s economy collapsed after it defaulted on about $31 billion of eurobonds in March 2020, with its currency sinking more than 90 
percent against the dollar on the black market.



Tribune news neTwork
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With various events and ac-
tivities within a ‘global com-
munity’ getting inspired by the 
culture and arts of the world, 
the Cultural Village Founda-
tion (Katara) is receiving a 
large number of visitors, both 
citizens and residents, and 
guests from all over the world 
who are in Qatar to support 
their national teams participat-
ing in FiFA World Cup 2022.

As part of its festive pro-
grammes coinciding with the 
World Cup 2022, the glorious 
12th edition of the Katara tra-
ditional Dhow Festival has be-
come a hot destination and a 
window for visitors to the mari-
time heritage of Qatar and the 
Gulf region. the bright and lu-
minous glories of the coasts of 
Qatar and the Gulf of the past 
are being enlivened every day. 

Similarly, the several mu-
seums at the Festival are en-
lightening visitors through a 
dazzling and bright tour con-
solidating their love of mari-
time heritage.

Khaled Al-Badr, the offi-
cial in charge of the ‘Bogsum 
Museum’, says the passion and 
profession of his forefathers 
prompted him to establish the 
museum. he participates in the 
Katara traditional Dhow Fes-
tival every year. he said: “the 

museum includes equipment 
and methods that were used by 
pearl-diving people in the past. 
We talk to the visitors about 
our maritime heritage, how to 
dive and obtain pearls, and the 
methods that our fathers and 
grandfathers have practised, in 
addition to introducing them to 
the types of ships used for fish-
ing and pearl diving.”

the museum also displays a 
collection of rare documentary 
images that highlight the history 
of football in Qatar and narrate 
the activities of Al Furjan folk 
teams and their dirt-courts in 
the past, which embodies the an-
cient heritage of Qatari football.

On the other hand, the 
Falconry event at Al-hikma 
Square witnessed a great turn-
out of visitors, especially for-

eigners who are keen to take 
souvenir photos holding fal-
cons. the event includes intro-
ducing visitors to the origins of 
the art of falconry as an ancient 
Arab heritage.

the Ministry of Social De-
velopment and the Family 
received visitors of all nation-
alities in its pavilion in Katara, 
with the participation of insti-
tutions and centres affiliated 
with the Ministry.

the thuraya Planetarium 
also continues its activities in 
addition to the usual five daily 
shows, as it launched new pro-
grammes starting from the 
beginning of this December. 
the activities include: space 
travel, the 3D space oasis, and 
the activity of the ghost of the 
universe.

Fans’ Cup unites football lovers at Qatar 2022

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

FOOtBAll fans representing 
all 32 qualified nations for Qa-
tar 2022 took part in the Fans’ 
Cup – held on the sidelines of 
the FiFA World Cup.

the four-day tournament, 
held at the FiFA Fan Festival 
in Al Bidda Park, was organised 
by the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & legacy (SC) as part 
of its fan engagement activities. 

the five-a-side tournament 
reflected the same format as Qa-
tar 2022, with the teams drawn 
into the same eight groups. All 
participants were nationals 

of their respective countries. 
this included hosts Qatar, who 
reached the quarter-finals of 
the tournament before falling 
to Poland. 

 the final was an all-Euro-

pean affair between Poland and 
Serbia, with the Poles lifting the 
trophy after a convincing 4-0 
victory. the trophy presenta-
tion took place on the main 
stage at the FiFA Fan Festival, 

with Qatar legacy Ambassadors 
Cafu and Ronald de Boer hand-
ing out the silverware.

lifting the trophy was a 
moment to savour for Poland’s 
Adrian Dalek. he said: “i feel 

amazing right now because 
we’ve won the World Cup for 
fans. it was a fantastic tourna-
ment and it is very nice to be 
here in Qatar for it. though it 
was a fans’ cup, there were some 

very good teams here and a high 
level of football was played.”

“the companionship we 
have had with all the cultures 
we have met here and the 
chance to meet new people has 
been extraordinary,” said Serbia 
goalkeeper, Bogdan Sokolović. 
“i think Qatar raised the bar for 
the next World Cup by staging 
this tournament. it was really 
wonderful.”

“Fans are central to the suc-
cess of the first FiFA World Cup 
in the Middle East and Arab 
world, so we were thrilled to 
host the first 32-team Fans’ 
Cup at a FiFA World Cup. We 
hope the legacy of this historic 
tournament, delivered for the 
first time in Qatar, sees fan 
tournaments at all major foot-
ball events in the future,” said 
Samantha Sifah, the SC’s Fan 
Engagement Manager.

Msheireb Downtown & souq waqif:

where two eras meet

sanThosh Chandran
Doha

FOOtBAll fans who have 
come to Doha to attend the 
FiFA World Cup 2022 match-
es get awestruck when they 
see two contrasting faces of 
the city side by side -- the 
Msheireb Downtown, which 
has the features of an ultra 
modern city, and the Souq 
Waqif, the traditional old-
fashioned Arab market.

the Msheireb Downtown 
and Souq Waqif, which are in 
the middle of the Qatari capi-
tal city, highlight the country’s 
vision that welcomes moder-
nity, while also preserving its 
cultural heritage and tradi-
tional values.

Souq Waqif takes the visi-
tors to the century-old Arab 
market which sells spices, per-
fumes, hand-woven clothes, 
handmade leather products 
and handicrafts, while a few 
steps away, the Msheireb 
Downtown, grabs their atten-
tion with its most modern ar-
chitecture and other features.

An Ecuadorian, who has 
been in Doha for the last two 
weeks, said, “Even though i 
was familiar with Souq Wa-
qif during my previous vis-
its, this is my first visit to the 
Msheireb Downtown which 
is totally different from the 

Souq. Walking through these 
two areas is a different expe-
rience; they are two exciting 
worlds with their contrasting 
features.”

the authorities have now 
connected the two towns 
through a beautiful underpass 
that has comfortable walk-
ways and elevators. 

Restaurants at Souq Wa-
qif offer traditional Arabic 
dishes with an aroma of Ara-
bian spices, while the eateries 
at Msheireb Downtown invite 
visitors with italian, Korean, 
Japanese, turkish and indian 
cuisine, among others. 

if you can see horse-carts 

on the Souq Waqid roads, at 
Msheireb you will see mod-
ern trams and luxury vehicles 
such as Rolls Royce, Jaguar 
and Maserati.

“We can travel on horse-
back at Souq Waqif, and few 
steps away in Msheireb Down-
town we can enjoy a ride on a 
tram.  these two towns offer 
the experiences of two differ-
ent eras; we can experience 
two different centuries there. 
it reveals how Qatar values its 
past and embraces the future. 
it’s a journey from a thatched 
local market to a city with all 
modern amenities,” said a 
Swedish lady. 

Poland defeat Serbia 
in final at FIFA Fan  
Fest in Al Bidda Park

bogsum Museum & falconry
elevate the fanfare at Katara

A crowded walkway at Souq Waqif     (PhotograPh by Shiraz Sithara)

The magnificent edifices of Msheireb Downtown Doha

Museum collection shows rare images of Qatar’s footballing history
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STEAMROLLING 
enGLand SeT UP 
cLaSH WITH France

Henderson, Kane and Saka strike in smooth win over Senegal

DPA
Al Khor

Captain Harry Kane scored 
at last at the Qatar World Cup 
on Sunday when he helped 
England beat Senegal 3-0 and 
send them into a quarter-final 
against title holders France.

England overcame two big 
scares before Jordan Hender-
son opened the scoring in the 
38th. Kane ended the half by 
making it 2-0, and Boukayo 
Saka wrapped up the last 16 tie 
in the 57th.

Kane’s goal - after he had 
not found the net in the group 
stage - moved him within one 
of Wayne Rooney’s England 
record 53 goals.

He also moved ahead of 
Gary Linekar as England’s 
leading scorer at big events 
with now 11 goals at World 
Cups and Euros.

the tottenham forward 
was in fine form in al Khor 
along with teenager Jude Bell-
ingham who had played a star-
ring role in the first two goals, 
and phil Foden, who had two 
assists.

“Knock-out games are 
never easy but we have shown 
great maturity throughout the 

tournament. Mentality was 
top from the beginning and we 
took our chances throughout 
the game,” Kane said.

Looking at his goal, he said: 
“i’m a striker, so whenever i 
score i’m always happy.” af-
rica Cup of nations champions 
Senegal, without their injured 
superstar Sadio Mane, will la-
ment missing big chances 
from ismaila Sarr and 
Bouyale Dia when 
the score was 0-0.

they failed to 
reach the quar-

ter-finals as they had in 2002, 
and instead England will now 
face mighty France on Sat-
urday, after Kylian Mbappe’s 

brace helped Les 
Bleus beat po-
land 3-1 ear-
lier Sunday.

the two 
sides have met 
twice before 
at the World 

Cup, both in 
group games which 

England won 2-0 en 
route to the 1966 title 
and 3-1 in 1982.

“they are true 
champions. it will be 
a good battle,” Kane 
said, with Foden add-

ing: “they look like 
the strongest in the 

competition up to now. 
We back ourselves every 

day and we are confident.” 
Raheem Sterling missed 
the game because was deal-

ing with “a family matter” 
while Marcus Rashford had 

to return to the subs’ bench 
despite his two goals 

tuesday against Wales, 
with manager Gareth 

Southgate prefer-
ring Saka up front 
alongside Kane and 
Foden.

Senegal coach 
aliou Cissé made 
two changes, 
with nampalys 
Mendy in for 
the suspended 

idrissa Gueye and 
Krepin Diatta tak-
ing the place of 
pape Gueye.

England were 
in early control, 
without creat-
ing serious dan-
ger against a firm 

Senegal defence, but almost 
caught out twice after individ-
ual mistakes.

Harry Maguire lost the ball 
in the 23rd, Dia’s attempt on 
the following attack hit Stones 
but the ball fell to Sarr, who 
shot over from close range un-
der pressure from goalkeeper 
Jordan pickford.

Eight minutes later Saka 
gave up the ball in his half, 
Sarr fed Dia whose left angle 
attempt was denied by pick-
ford’s left arm.

However, England then 
hit back to take the lead in the 
38th when Kane split the Sen-
egal defence to Bellingham, 
who squared from the left for 
the Liverpool midfielder Hen-
derson to fire home a low shot.

“the first 35 minutes were 
tough, they were compact and 
tough to get through. they got 
in a few times down the sides 
so it was one of those games 
where we knew we had to get 
the first goal,” Bellingham told 
itV.

the goal restored Eng-
land’s confidence, and Kane 
then broke his Qatar duck on 
the last play of the half.

Borussia Dortmund’s Bell-
ingham won the ball at his own 
penalty area, started the coun-
ter attack by releasing Foden 
who crossed for Kane to smash 
past Mendy with a confident 
finish.

“i don’t want to big him 
up too much because he is 
still young but he’s one of the 

most gifted players i have ever 
seen. He has no weakness in 
his game. i think he will be the 
best midfielder in the world,” 
Foden said in praise of Belling-
ham.

and any Senegal come-
back hopes were over in the 
57th when Saka chipped home 
for 3-0 off another cross from 
Foden, and the Euro 2020 
runners-up then coasted home 
to their third clean sheet in a 
row after an opening 6-2 win 
against iran.

“We’ve shown we can score 
goals, we can be clinical when 
it matters.

We’ve shown we can keep 
a clean sheet and if we want to 
win the next one that will be 
important,” Bellingham said.

 Knock-out games are 
never easy but we have shown 
great maturity throughout the 
tournament. Mentality was top 
from the beginning and we took 
our chances throughout the 
game.

England striker Harry Kane

England’s Harry Kane celebrates 
scoring his team’s second goal at 
the Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday. 
(AFP)

England’s Bukayo Saka (C) celebrates after scoring his team’s third goal 
at the Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday. (AFP)

Kane overtakes Lineker as England’s 
top major tournament scorer
harry Kane surpassed Gary lineker as England’s all-time re-
cord goalscorer at major tournaments with his effort against 
Senegal. It was Kane’s first goal at this year’s tournament 
and took his tally in World Cups to seven in 10 matches, hav-
ing claimed the Golden Boot award in russia four years ago. 
The forward also scored four times for England in their run 
to the Euro 2020 final last year, making it 11 goals in major 
competitions - one more than lineker managed. The 29-year-
old is now also one goal short of equalling Wayne rooney 
(53) as England’s all-time record scorer, with Kane’s 52 goals 
coming in 79 caps. (STATS Perform/dpa).

Key Moment
A few to choose from, 
right from the moment 
the teamsheet dropped 
and we learned 
henderson and Saka 
would play from the 
start. Gareth 
Southgate’s selections 
aren’t always greeted 
with universal acclaim in 
England but he gets 
them right far more often 
than not. henderson and 
Saka both scored to 
underline that point.

England Senegal

3 0
Jordan Henderson 38’, Harry Kane 
45+3’, Bukayo Saka 57’

SCORELINE

Qatar coach Felix Sanchez leads the home team’s 
training session at the Aspire Academy in Doha on 
Tuesday, ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)
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Kylian Mbappe netted a 
brace and set up another to 
help France beat Poland 3-1 
on Sunday and fire his side 
into the quarter-finals of the 
World Cup in Qatar.

Olivier Giroud scored his 
52nd goal for France to be-
come their top goalscorer 
ahead of Thierry Henry with 
a lovely finish to complete 
Mbappe’s assist in the 44th 
minute.

“This is brilliant. My fam-
ily is here, it’s great, a child-
hood dream,” Giroud said of 
his goal.

“But my goal was to give 
everything for the team,” he 
said. “The adventure contin-
ues.” Giroud found the net 
again in the 57th but his beau-
tiful finish with a bicycle kick 
didn’t make into the scoresheet 
as the game had already been 
stopped due to a collision be-
tween keeper Wojciech Szcz-
esny and Varane.

it was then up to Mbappe 
in the 75th to seal France’s 
spot in the quarter-finals as 
he curled the ball into the near 
top corner, and the Paris Saint-
Germain forward added a sec-
ond to his name with a late 
effort into the far corner for a 
tournament leading five goals 
overall.

Poland pulled one back in 
stoppage time from a Robert 
lewandowski spot-kick but 
it was already too late for a 
comeback.

“We did our homework and 
got through the group stage. 
We didn’t manage that for 36 
years. But then, unfortunately, 
we met the world champions,” 
said Poland coach Czeslaw 
Michniewicz.

France will on Saturday 
meet the winner of the clash 
between England and Senegal, 
who play later on Sunday.

“When you see Kylian, with 
his skills, you can solve a lot 
of problems,” France coach 
Didier Deschamps said, but 
stressed: “it was a team effort 
from the start.” France were 
the most dangerous team from 
the start and saw aurelien 
Tchouaméni’s effort denied by 
Szczesny in the 12th minute. 
Giroud also missed a chance 
as he failed to slide Ousmane 
Dembele’s low cross into the 
empty net.

Poland had their most 
threatening moment in the 
38th. Piotr Zielinski was first 
denied by Hugo lloris, then 

blocked by Theo Hernández.
Jakub Kaminski had a 

third attempt but Raphael Var-
ane cleared it off the line.

France were then quick to 
respond and Giroud wrote his 
name in the nation’s history 
books by finishing off Mbap-
pe’s assist. But France were 
wasteful at the start of the sec-
ond half, missing good chanc-
es with antoine Griezmann’s 
free-kick and also Mbappe.

Giroud could have in-
creased his record but his stun-
ning bicycle kick goal served 
only to add some beauty to the 
game, as it was disallowed.

if the Poles had any hopes 
of finding the equalizer, those 
were dismissed when Mbappe 
curled the ball twice in the top 
corner to put the game to bed.

in the final minutes, Poland 
were awarded a penalty after 
Dayot Upamecano touched the 
ball with his hand. all-time top 
scorer lewandowkski had his 
first spot-kick saved by lloris, 
but the Franch keeper was off 
his line.

lewandowski didn’t miss 
the second attempt, but there 
was nothing else he can do as 
that was the final act of the 
game.

Michniewicz didn’t want 
to speculate about his and le-
wandowski’s future at the na-
tional team.

“My future doesn’t matter 
today. i know you are interest-
ed. But let’s talk about the na-
tional team,” he told reporters.

about lewandowski, he 
added: “i don’t think i should 
talk about his future. He’s our 
captain, he decides for him-
self.” 

Speaking to the le Paris-
ien ahead of the game, French 
President Emmanuel Macron 
got the final result right and 
even guessed who would score 
the goals.

“i think we will win 3-1! le-
wandowski will score one, like 
Mbappe or maybe Giroud,” he 
said.
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Poland’s forward #09 Robert Lewandowski
France’s forward #10 Kylian Mbappe (L) fights for the ball with Poland’s 
midfielder #20 Piotr Zielinski. (aFP)

France’s coach Didier Deschamps (C) celebrates with his players at the 
end of the match.

French players celebrate after their victory over Poland.

Kylian Mbappe (L) shakes hands with Poland’s coach Czeslaw Michniewicz

SCORELINE
France Poland

3 1
Robert Lewandowski (90’+9’, 
penalty)

Olivier Giroud (44’)
Kylian Mbappé (74’)
Kylian Mbappé (90’+1’)

Poland’s Robert Lewandowski greets France’s Kylian Mbappe. (aFP)

Poland’s goalkeeper #01 Wojciech Szczesny concedes a goal. (aFP)

A goal by Giroud and two from Mbappé 

underlined the might of the French 

France’s Kylian Mbappe 
in action during the 
World Cup Round  of 16 
match between France 
and Poland.

It was up to Kylian 
Mbappe in the 75th to 

seal France’s spot in 
the quarter-finals. He 

added a second to his 
name with a late effort 
into the far corner for 
a tournament-leading 

five goals overall.

Mbappe 
sends poland 

on their way
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The expanded 2026 World 
Cup may not necessarily feature 
three-team groups amid criti-
cism of the proposed reforms, 
says FIFA’s chief of global foot-
ball Arsene Wenger.

In January 2017, the FIFA 
Council voted to increase the 
number of teams participating 
in the World Cup finals from 32 
to 48, with the first tournament 
under the new format set to take 
place across the United States, 
Mexico and Canada in four years’ 
time.  FIFA initially said the new 
format will contain 16 groups 
of three teams, with the top two 
in each advancing to a 32-team 

knockout stage, but that proposal 
has attracted renewed criticism 
recently. Several thrilling group-
stage finales at the current tour-
nament in Qatar, where Japan 
and South Korea advanced in 
dramatic circumstances and the 
possibility of Poland and Mexico 
being separated via their discipli-
nary records emerged, have pro-
voked calls to abandon the plan.

The existing proposal would 
see an end to groups being de-
cided by simultaneous fixtures 
on matchday three, but Wenger 
has revealed the format could yet 
be altered. “This is not decided, 
but it will be 16 groups of three, 
12 groups of four, or two sides 

of six groups of four, like you 
organise two 24-team [tour-

naments],” Wenger said on 
Sunday.

“I will not be able to 
decide that, it will be de-
cided by the FIFA Coun-
cil, and I think it will be 
done in the next year.” 
earlier this week, it was 
also reported FIFA were 
considering the intro-
duction of group-stage 

penalty shoot-outs under 
the new format, with win-
ning teams being granted a 
bonus point.  

Undecided
This is not decided, but it will 
be 16 groups of three, 12 
groups of four, or two sides of 
six groups of four, like you 
organise two 24-team

Used to hate Giroud: 
Pochettino 

FIFA may row 
back on three 

team groups for 
2026 World Cup, 

says Wenger

Agency
doha

MAUrICIo Pochettino admits he used 
to “hate” olivier Giroud as he tried to 
keep him quiet as Tottenham manager.

France’s record goalscorer, who scored 
against Poland on Sunday, spent nine 
years in the Premier League with Arsenal 
and Chelsea, two of Spurs’ fiercest rivals. 
Pochettino was in charge in north London 
at the time and had to find a way to neu-
tralise the forward.

Giroud has long been labelled as un-
derrated, owing to his lack of star power. 
The AC Milan striker lacks the fear factor 

of other strikers, but he has frequently ex-
celled in the final third while also comple-
menting his teammates.

Pochettino said on the BBC : “Always I 
hate Giroud in the past because of Arsenal 
and Chelsea. he was a player you face and 
you know was capable of everything. It’s 
massive. It’s a player we as centre-backs 
hated because he’s a killer. Inside the box, 
it’s difficult because he’s big, clever, so 
smart.”

The Argentine was able to prevent Gi-
roud from scoring against Tottenham in 
all of their league meetings while he was at 
Arsenal, though he did score against Chel-
sea. he has also helped Milan win their 

first Serie A title in 11 years since leaving 
england.

rio Ferdinand said of the 
36-year-old: “The big thing 
for him is the attitude - you 
have to have the right atti-
tude to do what he does. 
he’s had people say he’s 
not good enough, he’s 
not the most flashiest 
player like an [Ky-
lian] Mbappe, but 
he knows what he’s 
good at and he ex-
ecutes.”

DPA
Berlin

oLIvIer Giroud pledged 
to put his record-breaking 
52nd France goal behind him 
after helping Les Bleus reach 

the World Cup quarter-finals 
with a 3-1 win over Poland.

Giroud equalled Thierry 
henry’s tally of 51 France 
goals by scoring twice against 
Australia in his side’s World 
Cup opener last week, and 

he went one better by open-
ing the scoring with a neat 
finish at the Al Thumama 
Stadium on Sunday.

Kylian Mbappe then 
scored two outstanding goals 
as France maintained their 

record of advancing from all 
of their last-16 World Cup 
ties, with this sixth such win 
teeing up a meeting with 
england or Senegal.

Asked about his record-
breaking strike by TF1, Gi-

roud said he was simply 
relieved to have ended con-
versations about when his 
historic goal would arrive.

“My wife and my children 
were there, plus my child-
hood friend. It’s a childhood 
dream to beat Thierry henry 
like that,” Giroud said.

“A lot of people told me it 
was coming, now I put it be-
hind me and my obsession is 
to go as far as possible with 
the team. “I was a little frus-
trated not to have been able 
to capitalise on one or two 
crosses that we  made at the 
start of the match, so I really 
wanted to score this goal, 
just to stop talking about it!”

The victory means France 
remain on course to become 
the first team to retain the 
World Cup since Brazil did 
so in 1962, while Les Bleus 
have only lost one of their 
seven knockout games at the 
tournament under Didier 
Deschamps.

France lost several key 
players - including Karim 
Benzema, Paul Pogba and 
N’Golo Kante - to injury 
ahead of the tournament, and 
Giroud believes strong team 
spirit has helped them cope.

“The adventure contin-
ues. We said to ourselves in 
the locker room that to live 
a magnificent experience to-
gether, we had to be united 
and be one,” Giroud said.

“We were able to find 
the right words in the locker 
room, we have a great group 
of friends, it shows on the 
field. This team is rewarded 
for its efforts.”
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France’s forward 
Olivier Giroud 
kicks the ball 

during the Qatar 
2022 World 

Cup round of 16 
match at the 

Al-Thumama Sta-
dium in Doha on 

Sunday. (AFP)

Former Tottenham Hotspurs 
manager Mauricio Pocchetino

Childhooddream
● My wife and my children were there, plus my 
childhood friend. it’s a childhood dream to beat 
Thierry henry like that

Unity inpurpose
● The adventure continues. We said to ourselves 
in the locker room that to live a magnificent 
experience together, we had to be united and be 
one

HIStorIC 

GIroUD relieved 
to move on from 
France record 
after beating 
Henry’s goal mark
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Tod’s new ‘Knockout Ticket’ package for subscribers
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

TOD, MENA region’s leading 
streaming platform for sports and 
entertainment, has introduced a new 
package titled “Knockout Ticket” to 
allow subscribers to enjoy the next 
phase of the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022. Priced at $49 the package 
will enable viewers to stream all the 
group 16 matches, quarter-finals, 
semi-finals and the final. 

The World Cup has already 
gifted exciting moments for fans in 
the group stage matches, which will 
continue to the round of 16 fixtures 
with the region’s favourite teams in-
cluding Morocco, Brazil, Argentina, 
Spain, Japan, France, England, and 
Portugal, competing for the next 
round.

By offering on-the-go streaming 
on popular iOS and Android devices, 
web & smart TVs, live commentar-
ies in Arabic, English, and French, 
real-time stats, 60-second match 

recaps, HD visuals, and clear, pow-
erful sounds, TOD has become the 
platform of choice for streaming the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

Commenting on the launch of the 

new product, John Paul Mckerlie, 
VP of Marketing and Sales at TOD, 
said: “We are seeing unprecedented 
subscriptions to our offerings from 
across the region. In a bid to extend 
the World Cup experience to eve-
ryone, we have launched the new 
“Knockout Ticket”. 

The package offers football fans 
a premium HD viewing experience 
for the next phase of the tournament, 
without having to depend on inse-

cure channels which may compro-
mise viewers’ data and security.”

Customers who had subscribed 
to “TOD Tickets” for a “World Cup 
Only” viewing experience will con-
tinue to enjoy unparalleled access to 
all the games. Additionally, subscrib-
ers who prefer to select and watch 
their favourite matches for a day 
can access the platform’s content by 
purchasing the “Tournament Day 
Ticket”.

TOD can be streamed across 
MENA on iOS and Android devices, 
including most of the leading smart 
TVs such as Apple, Samsung, Sony, 
LG, and Hisense, to name a few. 
TOD’s app can be downloaded from 
the App Store or Play Store and 
linked to up to 5 devices, with pin 
protection enabled personalisation 
options.

For $49, the “Knockout Ticket” 
allows new viewers from across 
the MENA region to enjoy the 
next phase including the group 
16 matches, quarter-finals, semi-
finals, and the final

dpa
al Rayyan

COACH Louis van Gaal knows 
there is a long way to go, but 
declared the Netherlands can 
become world champions in 
Qatar.

Van Gaal’s team progressed 
into the quarter-finals, where 
they will face either Australia or 
Lionel Messi’s Argentina, with 
a 3-1 victory over the United 
States at Khalifa International 
Stadium on Saturday.

Memphis Depay and Daley 
Blind struck in the first half, 
with the excellent Denzel Dum-
fries - who assisted the Nether-
lands’ first two goals - sealing 
the win after Haji Wright had 
pulled one back for the USA.

Van Gaal’s pragmatic ap-
proach has seen him come in for 
some criticism, but his team are 
now just two wins away from 
the final, and three away from 
lifting the trophy for the first 
time in their nation’s history.

“I get enough appreciation 
from the people around me,” 
Van Gaal said in his post-match 
press conference when asked 
if he believed he needed to win 
the competition to gain respect 
from some of his critics.

“I know the media don’t al-
ways report in a positive way, 
it’s a given in football, but some 
top countries didn’t progress, 
we still have three matches to 
go.

“We can become world 
champion. I am not saying that 
we will, but that we can.” Ac-
cording to Opta, who do not 
count penalty shoot-out losses 
as defeats, Van Gaal is unbeat-
en in his 11 World Cup games 
in charge of the Netherlands, a 

competition record.
The Netherlands have pro-

gressed from five of their last 
six round-of-16 matches at the 
World Cup, including progress-
ing from their last three appear-
ances at this stage, and while he 
was pleased with the outcome, 
Van Gaal pointed to the first 
half as an example of where the 
Oranje must up their game.

“I was very critical at half-
time in my analysis I share with 
my players as usual,” he ex-
plained.

“Despite being in the lead, 
we suffered so much, we were 
dispossessed so often, it was not 
necessary and that’s not accept-
able at a World Cup, if you play 
top countries you cannot make 
it.

“In the second half they did 
a much better job but neverthe-
less we were very pleased, and 
gives us incredible confidence. 
We will evaluate the match, 
then roll up our sleeves and get 
to work again, I can’t promise 
any more than that.” Van Gaal 
will leave his role at the end of 
the Netherlands’ campaign in 
Qatar.

Van Gaal shrugs 
off critics: ‘We 

can become world 
champions’

Balanced Morocco set 
to test Spanish style

FiFa.com

MOrOCCO progressed to the 
round of 16 at the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 after defeating 
Belgium and Canada in their fi-
nal two Group F games, scoring 
four goals in the process.

Despite conceding a lot of 
possession, they relied upon a 
balanced strategy implement-
ed by coach Walid regragui, 
whose intelligent tactics proved 
key in helping the team win by 
playing to their strengths.

Under Luis Enrique, Spain 
are known for playing a high-
possession game where the 
best form of defence is keeping 
the ball, giving the opposition 
fewer opportunities. That said, 
they did concede three goals 
across their matches against 
Germany and Japan.

The history of Spanish 
football is long and varied. For 
many years, La roja employed 
a direct, attacking style of play 
known as la furia which had 
much less to do with tactics and 
possession. Then, possession-
based tiki-taka was implement-
ed to great success, and teams 
around the world attempted 
to imitate Spain and adopt the 
same ideas.

Spain have had many great 
stars over the years, but they 
have not all played the same 
way. Cesar Luis Menotti, the 
coach who led Argentina to 
World Cup success in 1978, 
said “Spain have to choose be-
tween being a bull and being a 

bullfighter.” Spain: La roja’s 
best World Cup moments Take 
a look back at Spain’s best 
FIFA World Cup moments.

In the 1980s, under Javier 
Clemente, they chose to play 
like a bull, in the spirit of fu-
ria and these legendary words: 
“Give me the ball. I’ll flatten 
them.” Now, they might con-
sider returning to that direct, 
energetic and aggressive style 
of football, or perhaps to a 
more balanced style in order 
to overcome more challeng-
ing opposition without being 
bound to such a pass-heavy 
strategy. The round of 16 en-
counter between the two sides 
will provide an examination of 
Spain’s ability to achieve their 
desired results through the tac-
tics they have adopted in 2022.

The European giants will 
be put to the test, particularly 
given the number of players 
in the Morocco squad who are 
familiar with Spanish football, 
such as Yassine Bounou, Achraf 
Hakimi and Youssef En-Nesyri.

Having been knocked out in 
the group stage at Brazil 2014 
and in the round of 16 at rus-
sia 2018, Spain may harbour 
doubts about their footballing 
philosophy. Despite considera-
ble success at club level, Spain’s 
only World Cup joy came at 
South Africa 2010 when they 
were crowned champions. Pre-
viously, Spain’s best results 
were quarter-final appearances 
in 1986, 1994 and 2002.

Morocco’s coaching staff 
will be aware of that fact, and 
will no doubt be hoping that 
many of the Atlas Lions are 
able to draw on the experience 
they have acquired at top Euro-
pean clubs.

Morocco know the size of 

the task they face, especially 
given the success Spain have 
enjoyed under Luis Enrique, 
playing excellent football in 
reaching the semi-finals of 
UEFA EUrO 2020 and finish-
ing runners-up in the UEFA 
Nations League after losing the 
final to France.

Morocco’s greatest chal-
lenge will be limiting Spain’s 
chance-creation. The north 
Africans will need to quickly 
regain possession in crucial 
moments and exploit the weak-
nesses in the Spanish defence. 
Morocco will know they are on 
the right track of La roja start 
doubting their current playing 
style and opt, instead, to return 
to their old ways.

Morocco’s coach Walid Regragui oversees a training session of his players at the Al Duhail SC Stadium on Friday. (aFP)

Morocco’s 
greatest  

challenge will be 
limiting Spain’s 

chance-crea-
tion

Spain’s teammates react at the end of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
Group E match against Japan at the Khalifa International Stadium on 
December 1, 2022. (aFP)

Louis van Gaal

DüsselDoRF: Midfielder Jamal Musiala and full back Thilo Kehrer 
were the latest Germany players to express their frustration after a 
group stage exit at the World Cup in Qatar but also vowed to fight 
back. Musiala, 19, was one of the better German players in Qatar but 
that didn’t held the four-time champions who went out after losing 
2-1 against spain, drawing 1-1 with spain and winning 4-2 over Costa 
Rica. Germany missed the last 16 on goal difference against spain, 
having been wasteful up front and defended poorly at the back.

at the moment, it is still difficult for me to find the right words,” 
Bayern Munich’s Musiala said on Instagram. “This World Cup should 
be more for us, we have planned much more. Definitely! The disap-
pointment is huge right now. I will process this experience in the 
coming weeks and use it to learn from it. In 2023 I will attack with 
full motivation.” West ham’s Kehrer also took to Instagram, saying 
the second group stage exit in a row was “difficult to accept.
“UnFoRTUnaTely the last win wasn’t enough,” he added. “We’ll 
come back stronger!” (dpa)

Germany’s Musiala and Kehrer lament 
World Cup exit but vow fightback

 Quick read



Brazilian, Brazilian, 
how bitter you are. Each 
time we are closer to 
meeting again!”

The stands don’t lie. immedi-
ately after argentina’s 2-1 victory 
over australia in the round of 
16 at the FiFa World Cup Qatar 
2022, argentina fans were already 
thinking about a possible meet-
ing with Brazil in the semi-final, a 
classic rivalry that has been wait-
ing to be renewed on the biggest 
stage for 32 years by both sides.

For that to happen, the argen-
tinians need to beat the nether-
lands in the quarter-finals and 
count on the Seleção’s triumphs 
against Korea republic and the 
opponent that comes next. Brazil 
and argentina have not met in a 
World Cup since 1990, but the ri-
valry has only grown since then, 
with many regional clashes.

This could be one of the big-
gest games in World Cup history 
and the biggest Brazil-argentina 
match-up football has ever seen.

A rematch 32 years and 
counting...
Brazil and argentina have met 
four times in the history of the 
World Cup. The record is fairly 
balanced, with two wins for Bra-
zil, one for argentina and a draw. 
The four games took place in a 
span of five World Cups, between 
1974 and 1990.

in 1974 and 1978, the rivals 
met within groups that defined 
the qualifiers for the final. in 
the first meeting, Brazil beat ar-
gentina, but finished second in 
the group, which was won by the 
netherlands. Four years later, a 
0-0 draw helped argentina quali-
fy from a group that also included 
Peru and Poland.

in 1982, Brazil and argentina 
met again in the same phase. The 
Selecao defeated their rivals 3-1, 
in one of the great games of the 
mythical team that included zico 
and Socrates. But the defeat to 
italy ended up eliminating Brazil 
from the competition.

The last confrontation was in 
1990, already in the current for-
mat. in the round of 16, Brazil 
played a game of great possession 
and scoring chances, but Diego 
Maradona unbalanced the rhythm 
with a brilliant individual play be-
fore Claudio Caniggia’s goal.

Argentinian magic at the 
Maracana
Despite the history in World 

Cups, there is another component 
that spices up the rivalry between 
Brazil and argentina: the final of 
the Copa america in 2021. ar-
gentina had not won an official 
title since 1993. The 28-year ta-
boo came to an end in great style, 
against Brazil in the Maracana.

angel Di Maria’s goal gave 
argentina the victory and glory 
to remember in this rivalry. The 
triumph inside the Maracana be-
came the theme of music, flags 

and all kinds of celebrations by 
the albiceleste fans.

Messi and Neymar’s  
last dance
Before the competition in Qa-
tar, Messi and neymar spoke a 
few times that this could be their 
last World Cup. in search of an 
unprecedented title, the Paris 
Saint-Germain duo represents 
the greatest hope of each of their 
countries. a confrontation be-

tween the two friends, even be-
fore the ball starts rolling, would 
already go down in World Cup 
history, honoring a legacy wor-
thy of the clash between zico and 
Maradona in 1982.

The goal that became music
The importance of the Superc-
lásico is so great that Caniggia’s 
goal, even without being part of a 
title campaign, is one of the most 
celebrated goals in the history of 
argentina. The goal over the Bra-
zilians even became the theme of 
a song which went, “We will never 
forget that Diego dribbled you, 
Caniggia punished you, and 
they are crying from italy 
to this day.”

Fly, Canarinho, fly!
Even without winning the 
World Cup, the Brazil team 
of 1982 is considered to 
this day as one of the best 
that ever played in the 
tournament. The team’s 
greatest display was pre-
cisely against argentina. 
Brazil didn’t let their ri-
vals down and won 3-1, 
with goals from 
z i c o , 
Serginho 
Chulapa, 
and Jun-
ior.
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ExpEctations rising
for potential 

brazil-argentina seMi-final

Brazil players celebrate with supporters after they won the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group G 

match against Switzerland at Stadium 974 in Doha on November 28, 2022. (AFP)

1982 World Cup Finals, Second Phase, Barcelona, Spain, 2nd July, 1982, Brazil 
3 v Argentina 1, Brazil’s Zico (10) celebrates scoring his side’s first goal past 
Argentina’s goalkeeper Ubaldo Fillol (Photo by Bob Thomas Sports Photography via 
Getty Images/FIFA)

TORINO, ITALY - JUNE 24, 1990: Diego Armando Maradona (c) of Argentina competes for the ball with Ricardo (R) of Brazil 
during the FIFA World Cup 1990 match between Brazil and Argentina at Stadio Delle Alpi on June 24, 1990 in Torino, Italy. 
(GeTTy ImAGeS/FIFA)

Argentina eliminated 
Australia in the Round  
of 16, increasing the 
likelihood of a  
mouthwatering  
South American  
meeting in the  
semi-finals

Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi (R) smiles as he looks at midfielder #24 Enzo Fernandez after qualifying 

to the next round after defeating Australia 2-1 in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 16 match at the 

Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium in Doha on December 3, 2022. (AFP)
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Too sTrong Too meek
France proved too strong for Poland as Le 
Bleus crushed the Polish dream of a first 
World Cup quarter-final appearance since 
1982, at the Al Thumama Stadium on 
Sunday. For the ‘Bleus’ fans, it was Olivier 
Giroud who supplied the first major shot 
of adrenalin. Kylian Mbappe topped it off 
with his 74th and injury-time goals. Poland 
fans, although disappointed by the out-
come, drew some consolation from their 
star striker Robert Lewandowski who gave 
one back to the French.

African champions Senegal were no 
match to England who on Sunday 
trounced them 3-0 to waltz into the World 
Cup quarter finals. Goals from Jordan 
Henderson, Harry Kane and Bukayo Saka 
will take the Three Lions into a clash with 
France on Saturday evening. England fans 
have grown weary of heartbreaks since 
the country’s only major trophy win at the 
1966 World Cup. Gareth Southgate, who 
took over as manager in 2016, has rekin-
dled hopes among supporters of ending 
the barren run.

France supporters 
at the Al Thumama 
Stadium on Sunday.

England supporters at the 
Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday.

Senegalese supporters at 
a fan zone in Dakar. (AFP)

A Le Bleus sup-
porter holds a  
Palestinian flag 
along with that 
of France at the 
Al Thumama 
Stadium on 
Sunday.

A Poland 
supporter

France supporters in front of the Al Thumama Stadium on Sunday.

All photos by MAhMoud hefnAwy/Qt
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Japan defender Yuto na-
gatomo has called on his 
team-mates to evoke the 
‘Samurai spirit’ as they aim 
to overcome 2018’s beaten 
finalists Croatia and book 
their place in the World Cup 
quarter-finals for the first 
time in their history.

The 36-year-old insists 
recent improvements in tac-
tics and technique will count 
for nothing unless his side 
continue to display the kind 
of fearless approach that 
saw them snatch a place 
in the knockout rounds 
with stunning victories over 
Germany and Spain to top 
Group E.

“I think this is a great 
opportunity for us to 
show the world how we 
can fight like Samurai,” 
said nagatomo, now 
back at FC Tokyo after 
a career that included 
spells in Europe with 
Inter Milan, Gal-
atasaray and Mar-
seille.

“Before they go 
into battle they polish 
their weapons and try 
to improve their tech-
niques, but if they are 
scared during battle, 
they would not be 
able to use those 
weapons and tech-
niques fully.

“It’s exactly the 
same with football - 
of course the tactics 
and techniques are 
important, but no 
matter how much we 
have improved those, 
if we are scared when 
we are on the field, those 
things are useless.” Ja-
pan coach Hajime Mori-
yasu is without defender 
Ko Itakura who picked up 
his second yellow card in 
the win over Spain, with 
Takehiro Tomiyasu expect-
ed to deputise.

Moriyasu be-
lieves the indi-

vidual quality of his players 
is what has made the differ-
ence in their success so far, 
and will prove crucial if they 
are to beat Croatia and make 
history.

“Japan has always been 
a team that can play an or-

ganized game, but unless the 
individual players are strong, 
this is not really sufficient,” 
said Moriyasu. “In the last 
four years, the individual 
players have become much 
more capable.” 

Croatia coach Zlatko 
Dalic says his side will not 
underestimate the challenge 
represented by the Japanese, 
and warned his players they 
must conjure the same men-
tality if they are to move into 
the last eight.

“What is of the utmost 
importance is to demonstrate 

respect for our opponents,” 
said Dalic. “They beat World 
Cup winners in Spain and 
Germany and they showed 

their mentality and their 
mental strength.

“They will apply 
the Samurai philoso-
phy in their games 
and if we want to go 

further, we must apply 
that same standard and at-
titude and never underesti-
mate anyone.” 

Japan and Croatia have 
met on two occasions at pre-
vious World Cups, with the 
currently 12th-ranked Euro-
peans never losing.

Their most recent meet-
ing was in Group F of the 
2006 World Cup in Germa-
ny. They drew 0-0 in their 
second match of the tourna-
ment, with Croatia going on 
to finish third in the group 
and Japan last.

Since that 2006 meeting, 
Croatia has tasted the low of 
missing the World Cup final 

completely in 2010, as well as 
the high of taking on France 
for the trophy in 2018.

Croatia will line up 
against Japan having lost 
just one of its most recent 19 
internationals and one of its 
last ten World Cup matches, 
making the Europeans the 
latest challenge in a tourna-
ment of tough tests for the 
Samurai Blue.

Former Ballon d’Or re-
cipient and five-time Cham-
pions League winner Modric 
believes he and his team-
mates are a significant chal-
lenge for anyone.

“It will be difficult, but 
Croatia will also make it diffi-
cult for them,” Modric said of 
their round of 16 opponents.

“We have been quite con-
sistent in our matches and I 
believe we deserve to be go-
ing through to the quarterfi-
nal.”

Croatia will give a late 
test to full-back Borna Sosa, 
who has been struggling with 
a minor injury since his side 
squeezed through Group F in 
second place after a goalless 
draw against Belgium.

Japan and Croatia have met twice in previous World Cups, with 
the Europeans winning one and drawing the second

Japan’s defender Maya Yoshida and Yuto Nagatomo take part in a training session at the Al Sadd SC 
training grounds in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

nagatomo calls 
on Japan to evoke 
the ‘samurai spirit’ 
in croatia clash

Japan’s midfielder Ritsu Doan and Hiroki Sakai take part in a training session 

Croatia’s defender Domagoj Vida (right) takes part in a training session at the Al Erssal training camp in 
Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

round of 16: Japan 
vs Croatia (6pm) at 
Al Janoub Stadium

It will be difficult, but 
Croatia will also make it 
difficult for them
Luka Modric

Key Stats
 Croatia are 
undefeated in nine of 
their last 10 World Cup 
matches, their only loss 
in that run coming in 
the 2018 final against 
France when they were 
beaten 4-2. They finished 
runners-up in Group F 
in Qatar with five points 
from their three games. 
 Japan were winners of 
Group E with six points 
from a possible nine, 
having beaten Spain and 
Germany but surprisingly 
lost to Costa Rica. They 
have never been past 
the last 16 of World Cup 
after falling at this hurdle 
in 2002, 2010 and 
2018. 
 Croatia have never 
lost in the last 16. They 
beat Romania 1-0 in 
1998 and denmark on 
penalties after a 1-1 
draw four years ago in 
their two previous visits 

to this stage of the 
tournament. 
 Japan will be without 
centre-back Kou Itakura, 
who is suspended 
having picked up two 
yellow cards in the group 
stage. He is one of three 
players who has featured 
in every minute of the 
campaign so far for 
them. 

Previous meetings: 
 Japan have played 
Croatia three times since 
1997, two of those at 
the World Cup. The Asian 
side won a friendly clash 
4-3 in their first meeting, 
but Croatia claimed a 
1-0 group stage success 
at the 1998 World Cup 
when davor Suker scored 
the only goal. They also 
played to a 0-0 draw in 
the first round at the 
2006 tournament in 
Germany.

Croatia’s midfielder Luka Modric takes part 
in a training session at the Al Erssal training 
camp in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)
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In all 
likelihood, 

Neymar will 
play today, 
says Brazil 
coach Tite

Brazil strong, 
but South  

Korea will not 
back down, 
says coach 

Bento

Round of 16: Brazil vs South Korea (10 pm) at Stadium 974

Agencies
Doha

B
razil forward Neymar is set 
to play for the five-times cham-
pions in their World Cup last-
16 match against South Korea 
after recovering from an ankle 

injury, coach Tite said.
Neymar suffered the injury in Brazil’s 

opening 2-0 win over Serbia, which ruled 
him out of their 1-0 win over Switzerland 
and the shock defeat by Cameroon, one of 
a series of injury problems within the squad.

“Neymar will train today in the afternoon 
and if he trains well he will play,” Tite told a 
news conference.

“He has a specific training so i don’t an-
ticipate any situation,” Tite said.

Neymar has suffered many issues with 
his right foot and underwent surgery four 
years ago for a fractured metatarsal.

The news of his return to the starting 
lineup came after Thiago Silva was asked 
during a news conference if Neymar would 
play and Tite took hold of the microphone 
and said “yes”.

it will be warmly welcomed in a squad 
beset by fitness woes with Danilo also hurt-
ing his ankle against Serbia and alex Sandro 
suffering a hip injury against the Swiss.

alex Telles and forward Gabriel Jesus, 
who sustained a knee injury against Cam-
eroon, were ruled out for the rest of the tour-
nament on Saturday.

Tite said Danilo was also fit to return 
against South Korea on Monday but Sandro 
was out.

“He can’t play. Still recovering. Danilo 
and Neymar are back,” he said.

Tite stressed that Neymar’s return was 
with the full backing of the team’s medical 
staff and the player’s physical health was the 
priority.

“if he plays, it’s because he is in full health 
and ready to start, to play from the begin-
ning and the entire game with no limitations,” 
Tite said.

“My preference is always to play my best 
players from the start.”

Tite said the injuries force an “adaptation 
to a different reality,” but that the team has 
other players that can step up.

The coach also sent a message to Brazil 
great Pelé, who on Saturday was reportedly 
moved to palliative care. The three-time 

World Cup winner underwent surgery to re-
move a tumour from his colon last year, and 
has been in and out of hospital since.

“i should have started the news confer-
ence talking about Pelé. We ask everyone, in-
dependently of religion, pray for him,” Tite 
said.

Pelé doctors said on Saturday evening 
that “he is still undergoing treatment and the 
state of health remains stable.”

Only something to win
With his South Korean team being major 

underdogs against Brazil in the upcoming 
round of 16 showdown in Qatar, head coach 
Paulo Bento said Sunday his side has “abso-
lutely nothing to lose.”

“There’s only something to win. The only 
thing we must remember is to show the im-
age of a team that wants to compete and 
fight until the very last whistle,” Bento said 
at a prematch press conference at the Main 
Media Centre for the FiFa World Cup in al 
rayyan, west of Doha. “and there’s no doubt 
in my mind that’s what my players will do.”

The match between world No. 28 South 
Korea and top-ranked Brazil kicks off at 10 
p.m. Monday at Stadium 974 in Doha.

South Korea upset world No. 
9 Portugal in the final Group H 
match last Friday to reach the 
knockouts, but few expect South 
Korea to pull off another stun-
ner against Brazil, five-time 
World Cup champions.

But Bento said he 
and his players will 
not back down, 
even though he 
thinks Brazil 
have a strong 
chance of cap-
turing their sixth 
World Cup trophy 
this year.

“if we were playing 
Brazil in a tournament, i’d 
say Brazil will be the cham-
pion. But in one match, it won’t 
be like a tournament,” Bento said. 

“We have one chance. We have to re-
spect the outcome.”

after the way his players battled 
against steep odds to get this far, Bento 
said he doesn’t need to give them any pep 
talk to fire them up.

“i believe if they needed a lot for me to 
motivate to play the round of 16 at a World 
Cup, they’d be in a bad spot,” he said. “What 
they proved to us in the first three matches 
is they are more than motivated. i can get 
more motivation from them than they from 
me.”

Bento said having to play with only two 
days off between the final group match and 
the first knockout match wasn’t ideal, with 
Brazil dealing with the same situation.

Brazil have dominated South Korea in 
recent meetings, including a 5-1 drubbing in 
a friendly match in June in Seoul. But Ben-
to refused to make much out of that result, 
saying, “We can’t compare it with an official 
match.”

“in June, we had a series of limitations. 
let’s see tomorrow if we will be able not to 
have as many limitations as back in June,” 
he said. “We’ll try to compete in the very best 
manner possible. We’ll be playing close to 
our box, because our opponents will force us 
to do that and we’ll have to accept that. Obvi-
ously, we will fight to the utmost of our ef-
fort.”

Korea  
have ‘nothing to lose’ 

as injury-hit 

Brazil 
‘adapt to reality’

Key Stats
Brazil go into the knockout stage after group-stage wins 

over Serbia and Switzerland but they lost 1-0 to Cameroon on 
Friday when the South americans were already qualified for the 
next round and rested most of their regular starters.
South Korea staged a dramatic come-back 2-1 win over 

Portugal on Friday, with an added-time goal by hwang hee-chan, 
to make it into the last 16. They had won only one of their previ-
ous 11 World Cup matches.
Brazil forward Neymar remains a doubt for Monday’s 

match as he tries to recover from an ankle injury.
Brazil, unbeaten in qualifying for Qatar, have won the 

World Cup a record five times and are favourites to do it again 
at the tournament in 2022.
Brazil have played in every World Cup since 1930 but have 

not reached the final since they last won the title in 2002.
South Korea are the only asian country to have reached 

the semi-finals of the World Cup, when they were co-hosts in 
2002. on the other occasion they made it out of the group 
stage, they lost in the Round of 16 to Uruguay 2-1 in 2010. 

Previous meetings:
The two sides have met seven times previously, but never 

at a World Cup, with Brazil winning on six occasions and South 
Korea once, in a friendly in 1999. In a friendly in June this year 
played in Seoul, Brazil won 5-1.

South Korea’s coach Paulo Bento (C) talks to his players during a training session at Al Egla Training 
Site 5 in Doha on Sunday. (aFP)


