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 We had the game 
under control and could have 
scored another one. We
were almost punished for it in 
the last minute. There were a 
few scary moments but we 
made it through.

Lionel Messi

Messi
leads argentina  

into quarters in his 1,000th gaMe
DPA/FIFA

Doha

LioneL Messi celebrated his 
1,000th game as a professional 
footballer by scoring the open-
ing goal in Argentina’s 2-1 vic-
tory against Australia in the 
World Cup last 16 on Saturday.

Stubborn Australia had 
not given Argentina any space 
before being beaten by the ge-
nius of Messi; and Julian Alva-
rez got the second in the 57th 
after a howler from Socceroos 
goalkeeper Mathew Ryan.

But Argentina had to sweat 
it out after a shot from substi-
tute Craig Goodwin in the 77th 
took a huge deflection off enzo 
Fernandez to go in.

The victory earned Ar-
gentina a quarter-final date 
on Friday against the nether-
lands, who beat the US 3-1 in 
the day’s other last 16 game.

it will be their sixth World 
Cup meeting, including Ar-
gentina winning the 1978 final 
3-1, losing the 1998 quarter-fi-
nal 2-1, and winning the 2014 
semi-final 4-2 on penalties af-
ter a 0-0 deadlock.

“We had the game un-
der control and could have 
scored another one. We were 
almost punished for it in the 
last minute. There were a few 
scary moments but we made 
it through,” said Messi, who 
hopes to finally win the World 
Cup in his fifth and final at-
tempt.

“it wasn’t easy but i 
am very happy that we are 
through. We have to play eve-
ry three days but were looking 
forward to playing in front of 
our fans. We have to continue 
standing together as a team.” 
Australia forward Mathew 
Leckie said: “it hurts. 

“We came into the game 
to win. We had many chanc-
es and kept ourselves in the 
game. We saw that we are 
competitive, have a good fight-
ing and team spirit.”

it was a combine of experi-
ence and youth combined that 
saw Argentina prevail over Aus-
tralia as Messi cannily broke the 
deadlock and Julian Alvarez 
double the lead before the hour.

The Socceroos nonethe-
less gripped on to their towel. 
From one assault on the Al-
biceleste goal, Craig Good-
win’s fierce hit took a huge 
deflection off enzo Fernandez 

and halved the deficit. From 
another, Aziz Behich threat-
ened to score a goal of the 
tournament contender.

That proved the Aussies’ 
last shot. They return Down 
Under having done themselves 
proud. The Argentinians, de-
served winners overall, look 
ahead to a mouth-watering 
clash with the netherlands.

Both sides made one 
change from last group game, 
with Alejandro Gomez tak-
ing the place of not fully fit 
Angel di Maria as Argentina 
forward, and Australia having 
midfielder Keanu Baccus in 
for forward Goodwin.

Two-time champions Ar-
gentina dominated possession 

from the kick-off but there was 
no opening and Gomez fired 
over in the 17th after cutting 
in from the left after a long di-
agonal pass from Messi.

Messi briefly lost his tem-
per against Aziz Behich in the 
34th but one minute later the 
Argentina talisman opened 
the scoring with his third goal 
of the tournament which sent 
the large Argentine contingent 
in the stadium into a frenzy.

Messi played the ball back 
from the right to Alexis Mac 
Allister, who fed it into the 
penalty area to nicolas ota-
mendi. He laid it into the path 
of Messi who had run into the 
centre and slotted the ball into 
the far left corner past Ryan.

Argentina’s forward #10 Lionel Messi waves at the crowd after his 
team beat Australia 2-1 to move into the quarter-finals of FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on Saturday. (aFP)

Australia’s midfielder #26 Keanu Baccusand Australia’s defender 
#04 Kye Rowles react after Argentina’s second goal at the Ahmad 
Bin Ali Stadium on Saturday. (aFP)

Key moment
australia were defending infallibly. argentina hadn’t cre-
ated anything. Then messi decided enough was enough. 
He was involved in the build-up before collecting nicolas 
Otamendi’s lay-off and squeezing the ball into the bot-
tom corner.

Messi, at 35 
years and 162 days, 

became argentina’s 
oldest marksman in the 

World Cup. it was also Mes-
si’s ninth goal in the compe-
tition, taking him past diego 

Maradona and guillermo 
stabile among argentini-
ans, shy only of 10-goal 

gabriel Batistuta.

SCORELINE
Argentina 2 
Australia 1
Lionel Messi 35’, 
Julian alvarez 57’; Enzo 
Fernandez 77’ (oG).



Netherlands
confident
● “We have faith in 
ourselves, we have good 
players, we have to be 
strong together and see 
what happens,” Dumfries 
said. 

Praise for  
US team
● “It’s such a good group of 
guys, but we came up just a 
bit short today, but not for 
the lack of trying,” US coach 
Greg Berhalter said. 
 

dpa
Al RAyyAn, QAtAR

The Netherlands were led 
by Denzel Dumfries into the 
Qatar World Cup quarter-fi-
nals after beating the United 
States 3-1 on Saturday.

Dumfries provided two as-
sists and scored the goal that 
sealed Netherlands’ qualifica-
tion for the next round.

The Dutch opened the 
scoring in the 10th minute as 
Memphis Depay received the 
ball from Dumfries and fin-
ished off a beautiful team play 
from defence to attack.

Ahead of the break, and 
when the US looked closing 
to finding an equaliser, Daley 
Blind netted Dumfries’ low 
cross to extend the lead for 
the european side.

Cody Gakpo cleared Tim 
Ream’s header off the line 
early in the second half to 
keep Netherlands’ advantage 
safe but saw his team waste 
chances to put the game to 
bed.

As the US kept pressing 
for some late drama, haji 
Wright missed from a tight 
angle in the 75th, but pulled 
one back for the US just a 
minute later, sending home 
a cross from Christian Pulisic 
with a stunning looping ball 
into the far corner.

Their comeback, how-
ever, didn’t last long 
as Dumfries got on 
the scoreboard 
himself in the 
81st minute to 
wrap up mat-
ters.

“That’s a 
very impor-
tant win for 
us. We played a 
very good match, 
but I still think we 
can do better,” Dum-
fries said. “We have faith 
in ourselves, we have good 
players, we have to be strong 
together and see what hap-
pens.”

In the quarter-finals on 
Friday, the Netherlands will 
meet the winner of the clash 
between Argentina and Aus-
tralia later on Saturday.

“It’s such a good group of 
guys, but we came up just a 

bit short today, but not for the 
lack of trying,” US coach Greg 
Berhalter said.

“I’m really proud of this 
group but bitterly disap-

pointed.” Following Neth-
erlands’ early opener 

from Depay, the 
US slowly found 
their pace and 
looked like the 
most dominant 
team in the final 
10 minutes of 

the first half.
In the 42nd, 

Tim Weah fired a 
shot from outside the 

box, but his effort was 
blocked by Dutch keeper An-
dries Noppert.

The miss tasted even more 
frustrating when the Neth-
erlands extended their lead 
shortly before the break as 
Dumfries provided his second 
assist of the evening, this time 
a low cross for a first-time fin-
ish from Blind.

early in the second half, it 
was Ream’s turn to miss a big 

chance for the US as his head-
er after a corner was cleared 
off the line by Gakpo.

On the oth-
er side, the 

Dutch also saw 
keeper Matt Turner 

send Depay’s effort over 
the crossbar in the 61st. They 
were insistent, but still waste-
ful when Teun Koopmeiners’ 
strike was blocked in the 71st. 
On the rebound, Depay’s head-
er was saved by Turner.

Netherlands were lucky 
when Depay gave the ball 
away to the US and Wright 
couldn’t get his shot right, but 
made up for it shortly after 
with his stunning goal to give 
his side renewed hopes.

That didn’t last long, how-
ever, as Dumfries crowned his 
crucial performance with 
a late goal to avoid any 
other possible scare.

Netherlands’ 
defender Denzel 
Dumfries celebrates 
with Netherlands’ 
midfielder  Teun 
Koopmeiners after 
scoring his team’s 
third goal during the 
Qatar 2022 World 
Cup round of 16 
football match at 
Khalifa International 
Stadium in Doha on 
Saturday. (AFP)
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USA’s defender Shaq Moore (top right) congratulates Netherlands’ players as they 
celebrate qualifying to the next round in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 round of 
16 match at Khalifa International Stadium in Doha on Saturday. (AFP)

storm
into last 8 with 3-1 win over US

Argentina 
are the  

opponents for 
the Netherlands  

in the  
quarter-finals

Netherlands

SCORELINE
Netherlands

USA
3
1

Memphis Depay (10’)
Daley Blind (45’+1’)
Denzel Dumfries (81’)

Haji Wright
(76’)



dpa
Berlin

Germany’s elimination from 
the World Cup in Qatar had the 
highest TV ratings of the tour-
nament so far in the country as 
17.45 million people watched 
the last group stage game 
against Costa rica on Thurs-
day, according to broadcasters 
arD.

That represents a market 
share of 53.7%, arD said. De-
spite the 4-2 win, Germany 
said goodbye to the tourna-
ment, with Japan and spain 
qualifying for the last 16 from 
Group e after Japan’s 2-1 win.

The men’s national team, 
however, were not able to 
break the ratings record of the 
year, set by the women’s na-
tional team, when 17.89 mil-
lion people watched their 2-1 
defeat to england at the euro 
2022 final.

The game against Costa 
rica attracted more people 
than the 1-1 draw with spain 
(17.05 million), however, the 
figures were well below those 
from the 2018 World Cup in 
russia, when public broadcast-
ers arD and ZDF reached an 
average of 25 million viewers 
for each of Germany’s three 
group stage matches.

Xhaka in shirt controversy as Switzerland advance

Germany’s elimination 
most watched World Cup 

at home 

dpa
Berlin

GraniT Xhaka found himself at the 
centre of another controversy involv-
ing serbia after donning a shirt with 
‘Jashari’ on the back following switzer-
land’s 3-2 win in Doha on Friday.

Xhaka produced a man of the 
match display as the swiss hit back 
from 2-1 down to secure second place 
in Group G and advance to a last-16 
clash with Portugal on Tuesday.

But his actions after the final whis-
tle could attract the attention of FiFa.

in the post-match celebrations, 
Xhaka put on a shirt carrying the name 
‘Jashari’. asked afterwards what it 
meant, the arsenal midfielder claimed 
it was for switzerland squad member 
ardon Jashari.

However, the name carries signifi-
cance in other ways with adem Jashari 
a late founder of the Kosovo Liberation 
army, a Kosovo albanian separatist 
group that fought for independence 
from the former yugoslavia.

Xhaka is of ethnic albanian herit-
age linked to Kosovo, which declared 
independence in 2008 but has not been 
recognised by serbia.  asked about the 
shirt afterwards, Xhaka said: “There’s 
no political background to it whatsoev-
er. “ardon is part of our squad and we 
spend a lot of time together. i told him 
if we won i would wear his shirt.” Xha-
ka was a key figure throughout a feisty 

encounter. He also prompted a second-
half melee that saw the serbia bench 
encroach on to the pitch after making 
a crude gesture, thought to be in the 
direction of substitute goalkeeper Pre-
drag rajkovic, whose personal life has 
been the subject of speculation this 
week.

switzerland boss murat yakin said 
he will “wait and see” if action is taken 
against Xhaka. “We will enjoy this mo-

ment, it cost us a lot of emotions and 
energy. it was a fair match,” he said.

“Before the game a lot of people 
were talking about the situation but we 
were able to face that challenge.

“We are happy we are moving on. 
everything else is speculation and we 
will wait and see.” On the incident in-
volving rajkovic, yakin added: “What 
i saw was a Granit Xhaka who was fo-
cused fully on football and performed 

very well. i saw the players from serbia 
crossing the line, and others trying to 
calm them down. it was a normal ex-
change.” it is not the first time Xhaka 
has been embroiled in controversy 
against serbia. at the 2018 World Cup 
in russia, he and Xherdan shaqiri 
were fined after crossing their hands to 
mimic the eagle displayed on the alba-
nian flag in switzerland’s 2-1 win.

shaqiri also played his part in 

switzerland’s victory here, scoring the 
opening goal at stadium 974, but ap-
peared annoyed to be taken off after 69 
minutes.

“no-one likes to be subbed,” yakin 
said. “every player wants to play the 
whole game, but it’s part of my respon-
sibility to protect players. He scored his 
goal and had a great assist.

“The substitutes brought great en-
ergy and i thought they did well.” The 
flashpoints overshadowed a wonder-
ful game with switzerland’s greater 
composure at key moments proving 
decisive.

serbia coach Dragan stojkovic 
praised his players but lamented the 
fact so many were struggling for fit-
ness throughout their time in Qatar. 
He also insisted he had no intention of 
resigning. He said: “We are not happy 
with the result but, given the problems 
we faced from our arrival here and the 
injuries we had to contend with, it was 
too much for us to cope with.

“The guys put up a fight but at this 
level that is not enough.

“as for my future, in march we start 
the qualifiers for the european Cham-
pionship and we have a great desire to 
qualify.” stojkovic claimed not to hear 
any of the chants that prompted an an-
nouncement over the public address 
system asking fans to refrain from dis-
criminatory songs or gestures, thought 
to originate from sections housing ser-
bian supporters.

Havertz says it will ‘take 
weeks’ to process Germany’s 

World Cup fiasco 
dpa
Berlin 

Germany forward Kai 
Havertz said it will take 

“weeks to process” the nation-
al team’s early exit from the World 
Cup in Qatar.

“We’re all very frustrated, dis-
appointed (...) it will take weeks to 
process this,” the player wrote on 
Twitter on saturday.

“sometimes you get the high mo-
ments like Japan did, who played so 
well, and sometimes you’re left on the 

other side feeling this pain, it is why 
football is such an amazing sport,” he 
said.

Havertz scored two goals in the 
last group stage match against Costa 

rica, but the 4-2 win was not enough for Ger-
many as Japan and spain qualified for the last 
16 from Group e after Japan’s 2-1 win.

The 2014 World Cup hero mario Götze 
also took it to Twitter to express his frustra-
tion.

“i’m still disappointed about how the 
World Cup ended for us,” he said. “in the end, 
we missed too many chances and made mis-
takes in the wrong moments.” Götze scored 
the winner against argentina to give Germany 
the title in Brazil in 2014, but didn’t join the 
squad at the 2018 World Cup in russia - when 
the nation was also eliminated in the group 
stage.

in Qatar, he only made two appearances 
coming from the bench, but said “it was a 
great feeling to be back representing Germany 
and i tried to give my best whenever i stepped 
on the pitch.”
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Brazil pair Jesus, telles out 
of remainder of World Cup 

dpa
Berlin

GaBrieL Jesus and alex 
Telles will not recover from 
knee injuries in time to play 
again at the 2022 World Cup, 
Brazil confirmed on saturday.

The pair had each been 
substituted in Friday’s defeat 
to Cameroon, with team doc-
tor rodrigo Lasmar confirm-
ing afterwards they would 
have scans the following day.

Brazil have already been 
playing without neymar,  
Danilo and alex sandro 
due to injuries, and their  
latest two setbacks are sig-
nificant.

reports in Brazil on sat-
urday had suggested Jesus 
would miss a month and Tell-
es was potentially facing sur-
gery, also representing blows 
to arsenal and sevilla.

a statement from the CBF 
subsequently confirmed nei-
ther would feature for the re-
mainder of the World Cup.

“as announced by the CBF 
after the game against Cam-
eroon, players alex Telles 
and Gabriel Jesus underwent 
tests this saturday morning,” 

the statement read.
“accompanied by the doc-

tor of the Brazilian team, 
rodrigo Lasmar, they per-
formed an mri on the right 
knee that confirmed the inju-
ries and the impossibility of  
recovery in time to partici-
pate in the FiFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

“The coordinator of the 
Brazilian national team, Jun-
inho Paulista, is in contact 
with the sports directors of 
arsenal and sevilla to define 
whether alex Telles and Ga-
briel Jesus remain with the 
squad in Doha for continu-
ity of treatment or if they 
return to their clubs.” While 
Jesus was set to play only as 
richarlison’s back-up in the 
knockout stage, Telles could 
have been in line for a promi-
nent role.

alex sandro is the only 
other natural left-back in the 
squad and is uncertain to re-
turn in time for the last-16 
match against south Korea.

Brazil are at least more 
optimistic on the status of 
versatile right-back Danilo, 
who was set to return to full 
training on saturday.

manuel neuer laments 
German World Cup exit

dpa
Berlin

Germany captain manuel 
neuer on saturday named the 
team’s second straight group 
stage exit from the World Cup 
“brutally frustrating”, with for-
wards Kai Havertz and mario 
Götze voicing similar disap-
pointment.

Germany went out on goal 
difference against spain for sec-
ond place in their group behind 
winners Japan, having never 
really impressed in their three 
games.

The four-time champions 
lost 2-1 to Japan, drew 1-1 with 
spain and then beat Costa rica 
4-2 from 2-1 down in another 
nervous showing which was not 
good enough to advance because 
Japan beat spain in the other 
game Thursday.

“The pain and disappoint-
ment run deep. it is brutally frus-
trating that we could not consist-
ently deliver our performance,” 
neuer said on instagram after 
the team had returned from Qa-
tar late Friday. “it will take some 
time to come to terms with all 
this. nevertheless, many thanks 
to all those who have always sup-
ported us and encouraged us!” 
Germany were wasteful up front 
and also had major deficien-
cies in defence during the three 
games in Qatar, with neuer also 
not spared from media criticism 
after reaching a goalkeeper re-
cord 19 World Cup games in his 

fourth participation at the tour-
nament.

The 35-year-old from Bun-
desliga champions Bayern mu-
nich had said after the exit that 
he did not plan to retire from the 
team and was ready to continue 
if he was “invited and the perfor-
mance was according.” Havertz, 
who scored two late goals against 
Costa rica, also took to social 
media saturday, voicing similar 
feelings as neuer on Twitter.

“We’re all very frustrated, 
disappointed (...) it will take 
weeks to process this,” the Chel-
sea player said.

“sometimes you get the 
high moments like Japan did, 
who played so well, and some-
times you’re left on the other 
side feeling this pain, it is why 
football is such an amazing 
sport,” he said.

Götze, who scored Germa-
ny’s winner in the 2014 World 
Cup final against argentina and 
returned into the squad for the 
first time since 2017 for Qatar, 
also took to Twitter to express 
his frustration.

“i’m still disappointed about 
how the World Cup ended for 
us,” he said. “in the end, we 
missed too many chances and 
made mistakes in the wrong 
moments.” in Qatar, he only 
made two appearances coming 
from the bench, but said “it was 
a great feeling to be back repre-
senting Germany and i tried to 
give my best whenever i stepped 
on the pitch.”

Brazil’s Gabriel Jesus (left) vies for the ball with Christopher Wooh of Cam-
eroon during the Qatar 2022 World Cup match in Lusail on Friday. (AFP)

Brazil’s defender Alex Telles reacts after picking up an injury

Germany’s midfielder Kai Havertz after Germany failed to qualify in the Qatar 2022 World Cup 
Group E match at the Al-Bayt Stadium in Al Khor on Friday. (AFP)

Switzerland’s midfielder Granit Xhaka celebrates after teammate Remo Freuler scored his team’s third goal during the Qatar 
2022 World Cup Group G match at Stadium 974 in Doha on Saturday. (AFP)



dpa 
Doha 

Hwang Hee Chan said team-mate Son Heung Min predicted 
he would fire South Korea to 
glory ahead of his dramatic 
injury-time winner against 
Portugal.

South Korea are through 
to the last 16 of the world Cup 
after they came from a goal 
down to secure a 2-1 win at 
the Education City Stadium on 
Friday.

The South Korean players 
huddled in a nervous circle to 
watch the final extraordinary 
minutes of Uruguay’s clash 
with ghana unfold on mobile 
phones. But after Uruguay 
failed to add to their two-goal 
advantage, South Korea cel-
ebrated taking the runner-up 
spot in group H behind Por-
tugal by virtue of scoring more 
goals than the South ameri-
cans.

wolves’ Hwang came on 
as a 66th-minute substitute 
before he thrashed home Son’s assist following a superb drib-
ble and pass by the Tottenham forward directly from a Portugal 
corner.

“Before the match Son said, ‘you are going to create some-
thing today, we trust you’,” said Hwang.

“when Son got the ball I was convinced that he would pass 
it to me. It was an excellent pass and it made my job much more 
easier.

“It was difficult waiting for the result of the match between 
Uruguay and ghana, but we proved once again that we could 
make it to the knockout stage.

“as a Korean citizen I am extremely proud, and I would like 
to thank all the Korean supporters. I am glad I can give them 
this present.” Portugal, whose Round 16 spot had already been 
secured, were bidding to win all three group games.

But following Ricardo Horta’s fifth-minute strike they were 
guilty of taking their foot off the accelerator.

Kim Young gwon hauled South Korea level on 27 minutes 
before Hwang’s  winner.

“we lost our organization, our focus, and Korea controlled 
more of the game,” said Portugal head coach Fernando Santos.

Hwang says pep talk 
from Son forecast his 
World Cup heroics

Brazil’s defender Dani Alves eyes the ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group 
G football match against Cameroon at the Lusail Stadium on Friday. (aFP)

Addo quits as Ghana coach 
after World Cup exit

dpa 
al Wakrah

OTTO addo is walking away 
from the ghana job after 
their world Cup exit on Fri-
day.

“It was clear that I would 
quit after the world Cup. My 
family and I see our future 
in germany. I like my role in 
Dortmund,” the 47-year-old, 
who also works for Borussia 
Dortmund’s youth teams, 

told reporters.
“Even if we had become 

world champions, it would 
have been the end.

This is a decision for my 
family.”  ghana had entered 
the third game as group H 
runners-up but were eliminat-
ed by a 2-0 defeat by Uruguay.

addo is still under con-
tract at Dortmund, who al-
lowed him to coach ghana at 
the same time. He only took 
over in February.
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Suarez aimS jibe at FiFa 
aFter uruguay Stunned 
by World Cup exit

dpa 
Doha

LUIS Suarez claimed FIFa “is 
always against Uruguay” as 
his world Cup career ended in 
tears and a group-stage exit in 
Qatar.

The former Barcelona, Liv-
erpool and atletico Madrid 
striker played in Friday’s 
2-0 win against ghana, 
which came thanks to a 
double from giorgian de 
arrascaeta.

Veteran Suarez was 
substituted before the 
end and was a helpless 
observer when Edinson 
Cavani was denied a late 
penalty after going over in 
the ghana box.

Suarez felt that was a rea-
sonable claim, and he also con-
sidered Uruguay should have 
had a spot-kick early in the 
second half after Darwin nunez 
went down.

Despite referee Daniel 
Siebert assessing the nunez 
incident on a pitchside moni-
tor, the match official ruled it 
should not be a penalty.

Suarez had tears stream-
ing as Uruguay’s exit was 
confirmed, with South Korea 
pipping them to a last-16 spot 
after a 2-1 win over Portugal. 
another Uruguay goal would 
have seen them edge the 
South Koreans to second 
spot.

Suarez pointed to 
group winners Portugal 
being awarded a dis-
puted penalty against 
Uruguay in Monday’s 
game between the 
teams, saying that 
“hurt” in terms of goal 
difference. 

Relating it to in-
cidents in the ghana 
game, Suarez added: 
“The penalty against 
Darwin is very 
clear. Edi’s also 
has contact.” 

Calling on 
FIFa, the world 
governing body, 
to “give an expla-
nation” about the 
rationale for penalty 
decisions, Suarez added: 
“They are not excuses, but in-
credible things are taking place 

in the world Cup.” 
He claimed to have been 

prevented from going across 
to his family following the final 

whistle against ghana, too.
“after the game I want to 

go hug my family, and people 
from FIFa come to tell me no,” 
Suarez said.

“It seems that Uruguay has 
to have more power. FIFa is 
always against Uruguay.” Su-
arez, at the age of 35, is wind-
ing down his playing career 
but hoped for a flourish on the 
world stage. Instead, his tour-
nament ended in a pot shot at 
tournament chiefs.

He had to settle for a small 
consolation, but even winning 
in front of his little boy left a 
sorry taste.

“I was lucky to play my 
fourth world Cup. and what I 
thought about before the match 
was my four-year-old son, who 
hadn’t seen me win a world 
Cup match,” Suarez said.

“Today, he saw me win, but 
he sees this image of sadness 
and I think that’s it. For a fa-
ther, for a player it is very dif-
ficult, but we are going to face 
the situation and encourage 
our team-mates for what lies 
ahead.” Team-mate Federico 

Valverde underlined the dis-
may in the Uruguay ranks, 

with South Korea’s late 
winner from Hwang 
Hee Chan against Por-
tugal having snatched 
away second place.

“There is much 
sadness and disap-
pointment,” Valverde 
said. “This is a very 
good group, of play-
ers and the coaching 
staff. Everyone’s fam-
ily was always there to 
help us.

“People sup-
ported us and en-
couraged us in dif-
ficult times, and it’s 

a great sadness. we 
are sad for not having 
given the country the 

joy it deserves.”

Suarez 
had tears 

streaming as 
uruguay’s exit was 

confirmed, with 
South Korea pipping 

them to a last-16 
spot

After the game I want 
to go hug my family, 
and people from FIFA 
come to tell me no
Luis Suarez

fifa.com 

THEY call him ‘good Crazy.’ He’s 
a self-styled prankster, a ceaseless 
smiler, a charisma fountain everyone 
wants to be around.

Yet Dani alves suddenly got se-
rious at the start of this year. Very 
serious. The right-back had what he 
proclaimed to be a ‘Crazy Dream’ 
– something he explained in an en-
grossing, free-to-watch FIFa+ docu-
series.

He was going to sweat blood and 
tears to play for Brazil, as a 39-year-
old, at the FIFa world Cup Qatar 
2022.

Deep into Friday evening at the 
Lusail, it became reality. alves played 
the full game in a 1-0 loss to Cam-
eroon and consequently became the 
oldest Brazilian to appear in the com-
petition.

“It was a game of sensations – 
good ones at the start and during the 
game, but not at the end because of 

the result,” the Juazeiro native told 
FIFa+ and Ronaldo TV. “If we’d been 
a little more accurate, we could have 
won by a big margin.

“at the end you have this painful 
feeling. Losing is never welcome. But 
it was a lesson. You have to learn your 
lessons really quickly because the 
world Cup doesn’t give you time to 
suffer. You have to pick yourself back 
up and on Monday we’re up against 
it again.” Returning to the big stage 
was made even sweeter for alves by 
the fact he was ruled out of Russia 
2018 through injury.

“I always have flashbacks,” he 
said. “It’s impossible not to because, 
in 2018, I was on the verge of going 
to the world Cup and I ended up get-
ting injured. a week, 10 days before 
the call-up.

“after that day, I made it a life 
goal to do a little every day – what-
ever that might be – to be at this com-
petition. I knew all the risk involved 
during this turbulent journey, but the 

turbulence comes and goes and you 
keep going. Since 2018 I’ve been in a 
fight to be able to live this moment, to 
be able to feel what it’s like to be at a 
world Cup again.” 

alves’s inclusion in Tite’s 26-man 
squad was met with criticism “Peo-
ple always criticise who they don’t 
know,” he said. “Because if these peo-
ple stopped for a bit – spent a week 
with us, did what we do, fought like 
we fight, chased targets like we do – 
they would have a little understand-
ing of what it’s like to be a high-level 
footballer.

“Because playing football is easy. 
You do it on a weekend, open a beer, 
[have a] barbecue, get your friends 
together. It’s a million miles from 
this. For example, when you decide 
to set goals – I’ve set goals since I 
was 15 years old – since I left home, 
I haven’t even spent a birthday with 
my mother, my father, my kids.”

Something alves insists won’t be 
easy is Korea Republic in the last 16, 
despite the fact a Seleção thrashed the 
Taeguk warriors 5-1 in Seoul in June.

“South Korea, I believe it will 
be a game totally different to the 
friendly,” he insisted. “In a friendly 
you have nothing to lose and here 
you are at a world Cup, and everyone 
has something to lose here. I think it 
will be a different game, more even, 
and played at a very high intensity 
because they also impose their own 
game.”

I made It my lIfe
goal to be at tHIS
World Cup: danI alveS

Uruguay’s 
forward Luis 
Suarez reacts 
at the end of 
the Qatar 2022 
World Cup Group 
H football match 
against Ghana 
at the Al Janoub 
Stadium on 
Friday. (aFP)

Son Heung-Min



Messages of support from across 
football for Brazil great Pele

Agencies

Messages of support for Bra-
zil great Pele have been sent 
from across the world while the 
three-time World Cup winner 
is being treated in hospital, re-
ports BBC.com

The 82-year-old was admit-
ted to hospital in sao Paulo on 
Tuesday, saying it was a rou-
tine monthly visit.

However a report in Brazil, 
which has not been confirmed 
by the BBC, says he is now be-
ginning end-of-life care after not 
responding to chemotherapy.

“Pray for the King,” France 
forward Kylian Mbappe tweeted. 

The three-time World Cup 
winner had a tumour removed 
from his colon in september 
2021 and has since had regular 
treatment.

Pele was diagnosed with a 
respiratory infection and on 
Friday sao Paulo’s Hospital al-
bert einstein said he was in a 

stable condition.
speaking on saturday, eng-

land captain Harry Kane said: 
“We are very sad to hear news 
of him being ill but we wish 
him well, not just me but the 
whole england set-up. He’s an 
inspiration, an incredible per-
son.”

World Cup-winning for-
mer germany forward Jurgen 
Klinsmann, speaking on BBC 

One’s World Cup coverage 
on saturday, added: “Pele is 
just such a wonderful person. 
The outstanding personality 
of world football. We can just 
pray and hope for the best but 
it’s very sad news.”

World Cup host nation Qa-
tar showed its support for Pele 
on saturday, lighting up build-
ings with a “get well soon” 
message.

The Lusail stadium in 
Doha, which will host the 
World Cup final on 18 Decem-
ber, and the aspire Tower next 
to the Khalifa stadium, were 
adorned with pictures of Pele 
in his famous number 10 shirt.

Concerns were initially 
raised on Wednesday when 
esPN Brasil reported Pele had 
been admitted, with his daugh-
ter Kely Nascimento saying 
there was “no emergency” in-
volved.

Pele thanked well-wishers 
on Friday for sending “good 
vibes” and said his stay in hos-
pital was “a routine visit”.

The former striker is Bra-
zil’s all-time leading scorer 
with 77 goals in 92 games and 
scored in four World Cup tour-
naments.

santos, his only Brazilian 
club, tweeted: “It’s the whole 
world wishing you well, King 
Pele”.
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ikoli Victor
DOHA

DesPITe being knocked out of 
the World Cup, ghana fans cel-
ebrated after their team lost to 
Uruguay at the al Janoub sta-
dium on Friday.

The Black stars were de-
feated 2-0 by the south ameri-
cans in the final round of group 
H matches.

The Uruguayans’ defeat 
ended their chances of mak-
ing it to the last 16, and they 
finished bottom of the group. 
But they were still overjoyed 
when south Korea scored late 
against Portugal to send Uru-
guay home.

Uruguay’s elimination in 
Qatar was celebrated by ghana 
fans, with the memory of the 
south americans controver-
sially knocking them out of the 
2010 tournament in the quar-
ter-final stage.

ghana was beaten on penal-
ties to a historic place in the last 
four, but it is the circumstances 
that led to the shootout that 
they despise.

In extra time, Uruguay leg-
end Luis suarez deliberately 
handballed Dominic adiyah’s 
shot on the goal line, denying 
ghana a place in the semi-fi-
nals.

“The result was disappoint-
ing against Uruguay, and we 
even lost a penalty,” John Men-
sah said, “but we take consola-
tion that our eternal rivals did 
not go through; hopefully our 
paths will cross again in the 
next World Cup.”

“We weren’t expected to 

win the World Cup, so going 
out at this stage isn’t too much,” 
said another ghana fan, Fred 
gyimah, “but our target is ful-
filled to see Luis suarez cry and 
Uruguay go home.”

Christian addy justified 
the celebrations with a tweet, 
“Yes, we know, but what suárez 
did will forever be in the his-
tory books and will be remem-
bered for many years to come. 
Not only did we miss out on a 
chance to qualify for the semi-
finals as a country, but we also 

missed out on a chance for the 
african continent as a whole.”

Meanwhile at the Lusail 
satdium, Cameroon stunned 
Brazil by a solitary goal to be-
come the first african team to 
defeat Brazil at the FIFa World 
Cup. They kept fans from sit-
ting down until the referee blew 
the final whistle. The fans of In-
domitable Lions of Cameroon 
fans erupted in scenes of joy at 
the Lusail stadium and its en-
virons.

Cameroonian fan Christell 

Choudjem described the at-
mosphere at the stadium as “ex-
traordinary.” 

“We cheered, screamed, 
laughed, and danced when it 
was all over,” Christell said af-
ter the game. “Despite exiting 
the best World Cup tournament 
of all time, it was a memorable 
and sweet victory,” said coach 
essomba. “We knew we’d beat 
Brazil because once you’re in 
danger, you know you’re no 
longer in danger.”

eric Ndongo described the 

victory as a “perfect gif,” saying 
he paid through the nose to fly 
to Qatar and that the victory re-
lieved him of the burden. “This 
victory is a perfect gift for us and 
brings joy to the entire country, 
especially those of us who have 
paid so much to come here. We 
deserved this win, and the Lions 
exhibited great bravery and de-
termination.”

“This victory is sweet for 
the fans, and becoming the 
first african nation to defeat 
the mighty Brazil is incredible 

in this incredible World Cup of 
upsets,” said abubakar alhaji. 

Many africans at the sta-
dium shared the joy. a Nigerian 
supporting african teams, Lisa 
gwomson, echoed the senti-
ments of many africans when 
she stated that the performance 
of all african teams has shown 
that the continent needs more 
representation at the next tour-
nament in Canada, the United 
states, and Mexico in 2026, 
referring to the continent’s only 
five World Cup berths.

A fan reacts to the World Cup match between Ghana and Uruguay at 
the Bukom Boxing Arena, in Accra, Ghana, on Friday. (AFP)

Ghana supporters watch the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group H match between Ghana and Uruguay at 
the Al Janoub Stadium on Friday. (AFP)

Cameroon fans cheer in the stands ahead of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Group G match against Brazil at the Lusail Stadium on 
Friday. (AFP)

Cameroon’s win 
over Brazil wows 

Africans

a shaman’s predictions for 
south Korea’s national 
team at the FIFa World 

Cup Qatar 2022 have been cra-
zily going viral, more so after the 
team made it to the Round of 16.

On December 1, a netizen 
uploaded a post in an online 
community about the sha-
man’s prediction about south 
Korea at Qatar World Cup that 
has since gone viral. The pre-
dictions are said to have been 
made on October 14, according 
to koreaboo.com

“Kangin Lee and Bento are 
passing acquaintances. The 
destiny that binds them togeth-
er as a student and teacher are 
weak.

“I believe that the Uru-
guay match might end in a tie. 
I think we may struggle in the 
match against ghana. I believe 
we will play our best against 
Portugal,” – went the predic-
tions!

With south Korea playing 
a 0-0 draw with Uruguay, and 
losing to ghana, the shaman’s 
predictions proved correct.

The shaman then also 
made predictions that were ee-
rily specific. 

“(Bento) will be upset and 
in a bad mood on November 
28. (Kangin Lee) will shine 
brightest on November 28. 

“There is a high chance we 
will change coaches after the 
World Cup. Korea will finish 
between 8 and 4 place,” the 
claims went.

Just like the shaman had 
predicted on November 28, 
south Korea coach Paolo 
Bento was upset enough to 
have received a red card while 
Kangin Lee proved himself 
to be one of south Korea’s 
brightest stars.

Netizens reacted to the sha-
man’s prediction and hoped 
that her prediction that south 
Korea would make it out of the 
group stages to place no less 
than 8 would come true.

On Friday, after the final 
whistle between Portugal and 
south Korea, there was plenty 

of drama as Uruguay were still 
playing against ghana and 
needed only one goal to change 
the fate of group H.

“We watched the last min-
utes together on the field and 
really wanted to make it the 
next round. We were very 
happy,” said south Korea’s Jae 
sung Lee, whose side next meet 
Brazil.

More exciting have been 

the answers to the predictions: 
“Let’s go!”; 

“I want to believe her, LOL”; 
“It’s pretty interesting, LOL; 
They asked her these questions 
after giving her the players’ 
birth dates, and this is how she 
answered. she wasn’t told the 
birth dates were of members 
of the (south Korean) national 
team until the end”; “Let’s go to 
the Quarter-Finals!”.

Shaman’s ‘eerie’ South Korea  
team predictions go viral

South Korea’s Portuguese coach Paulo Bento (R) is given a red card 
during the World Cup Qatar 2022 Group H match against Ghana at the 
Education City Stadium. (AFP)

With the South Korea making the Round of 16, the Shaman’s predic-
tions have proved to be been correct thus far. (Pic: AFP)

Brazil supporters wave a banner picturing Brazilian football star Pele as they cheer during the FIFA Qatar 
2022 World Cup Group G match against Cameroon at the Lusail Stadium on Friday. (AFP)

Torch hotel tower in Doha is lit by 
a screen depicting “Pele- Get Well 
Soon” message  on Saturday. (AFP)

World Cup host 
nation Qatar 

showed its support 
for Pele, lighting up 
buildings with “Get 
well soon” messages

GhAnA fAnS  
EcStAtic AftEr  
UrUGUAy’S Exit
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AmericAns 
outclAssed

WoW!  
Albiceleste

The final cheer belonged to the Dutch 
fans as a young American team fell to 
the Netherlands in a decisive 3-1 game 
that ended the USMNT’s World Cup  
campaign on Saturday. The Americans 
were outclassed in the first match of the 
World Cup knockouts as the Dutch set 
up quarterfinal clash with Argentina on 
Friday. The Dutch fans will get to cheer 
their team on for at least one more time.

Lionel Messi’s first goal in the World Cup 
knockout went straight through the Soc-
ceroos defence and into Australian fans’ 
hearts. Julian Alvarez sunk them further 
when he stuck the ball past the goalkeep-
er for Argentina’s second goal. Although 
Enzo Fernandez’s own goal reinvigorated 
an Australian fightback, it wasn’t enough 
to stop the Argentine surge aided by a 
groundswell of support from the stands.  

Netherlands  
fans at Khalifa  
International  
Stadium in Doha 
on Thursday. (QNA)

A USA supporter poses for pictures 
at Khalifa International Stadium 
on Saturday. (AFP)

A USA supporters waves a flag at 
Khalifa International Stadium on 
Saturday. (AFP)

An Argentina supporter at 
the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium 
on Saturday. (AFP)

Argentina supporters 
cheer for their team at the 
Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on 
Saturday. (AFP)

Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi’s 
wife, Antonela Roccuzzo (L) and 
children (R), at the Ahmad Bin Ali 
Stadium on Saturday. (AFP)

Netherlands  
fans at Khal-
ifa Stadium 
on Saturday. 
(AFP)

Netherlands  
fans at Khal-
ifa Stadium 
on Saturday. 
(QNA)

A USA supporter wearing a Captain America’s costume poses for 
pictures at Khalifa International Stadium in Doha on Saturday. (AFP)



dpa 
Doha

Harry Kane feels 
“as match fit as I’m 
ever going to feel” as 
he prepares to lead 

England against Senegal at the 
World Cup on Sunday.

England captain Kane has 
yet to score in Qatar and has 
struggled to hit top form after 
sustaining an ankle injury in the 
opening 6-2 victory over Iran.

He concedes he would liked 
to have opened his account but 
is not overly concerned and says 
it is all part of a plan to peak as 
the tournament develops.

The Tottenham striker said: 
“at the World Cup in 2018, from 
a physical side of things, we 
started the tournament well, I 
scored a load of goals and as the 
tournament progressed, my per-
formances dipped.

“at the Euros I tried to do 
it the other way round to make 
sure I was in the best place for 
the knockouts. I’d love to be sit-
ting here with two or three goals 
but, minutes-wise, it hasn’t been 
too tough, and hasn’t been too 
physical heading into the knock-
out stages.

“I feel really good, I feel as 
match fit as I’m ever going to 
feel.

Only time will tell but hope-
fully I can do well tomorrow 
and bring my best form into the 
knockout phase.” On his ankle, 
he added: “It feels fine. I had 
that knock in the first game but 
it’s been getting better day by 
day and I almost don’t feel it at 
all now.” 

Kane dismissed suggestions 
England have not performed 
well at the World Cup so far 
ahead of their round of 16 clash 
with the africa Cup of Nations 
champions at al Bayt Stadium.

He said: “We scored the 
most goals in the group stage 
[alongside Spain] and we have 
a good defensive record.  “I 
think we’re in a good place. The 
group stage is just about get-
ting through, we did our job and 

now it’s a second competition of 
knockout football. We have to be 
prepared to face a tough side on 
Sunday.

England boss Gareth South-
gate has a fully fit squad to 
choose from but some selection 
dilemmas, primarily in attack-
ing positions with Marcus rash-
ford, Bukayo Saka, Jack Greal-
ish, Phil Foden and raheem 
Sterling all candidates to play 
wide of Kane.

“It’s a good position to be 
in,” said Southgate. “you want 
your players in confident mood 
and our forward players are. you 
want to make the best decision 
possible and in some respects 
I am not sure there’s a right or 
wrong answer.

“They all offer different at-
tributes and it’s just trying to get 
the balance right and make the 
best decisions.” 

He added: “We’ve been re-
ally impressed by them. They 
are african champions and have 
a lot of belief in the team. They 
have some excellent individual 
players that can cause problems 
and a good structure.

“[Senegal coach] aliou 
[Cisse] has done a fantastic job. 
They were unlucky not to quali-
fy from their group in 2018 and 
did so this time.

“Mane is an incredible play-
er and every team in the world 
would want to have him but 
Senegal have become stronger 
in his absence.” 

dpa 
al Khor

KIEraN Trippier understands 
why England fans jeered the team 
following their goalless draw with 
the United States but insists they 
will be ready for a “battle” against 
Wales.

Having started their World 
Cup campaign with a 6-2 thrash-
ing of Iran, England regressed 
in Friday’s meeting with the US, 
who were the better side in a 
Group B meeting which ended in 
stalemate.

Gareth Southgate’s side are 
still firm favourites to advance 
into the round of 16 but a tepid 
display, with just one meaning-
ful shot on target, left supporters 
unhappy and boos were heard 
inside the al Bayt Stadium at full-
time.

“Of course the fans want to 
see goals and to win matches,” 
said Trippier when asked about 
the mixed reaction.

“But all I can say to that is that 
the commitment from the boys is 
there, we give 100 percent in eve-
ry single game.

“Of course we understand the 
frustration because we didn’t win 
the game but we gave everything, 
a point is a good result.

“The one thing about my 
team-mates and myself is we give 
everything, as soon as we cross 
that white line, we give every-
thing to win.

“Unfortunately, we didn’t win 

but it’s a good point - we kept a 
clean sheet, it is a good point for 
us in the group and we just move 
on now, focus on the next game.” 

England’s third and final 
group game comes against neigh-
bours Wales on Tuesday even-
ing, with rob Page’s men all-but 
eliminated having lost to Iran and 
drawn with the United States. 
England top Group B heading 
into the final game and know pro-
gress is assured so long as they 
avoid a 4-0 loss on Tuesday.

But Trippier admits there is 
an extra bite to the meeting in al 
rayyan and that England will be 
raring to go as he backed South-
gate’s young stars to shine.

“The motivation is there, 
England v Wales is a massive 
game,” added the Newcastle full-
back.

“So all we can do now is re-
cover, review the game where we 
could have done better of course 
and get ready for the next battle.

“Every single team in our 

group are in the top 20. So you 
can’t underestimate any team, 
you have to give respect and we 
certainly do to Iran, USa and 
Wales.

“The one thing I will say, you 
see the young players in our team 
they are playing at such a high 
level now anyway, from the Pre-
mier League, Champions League, 
Bundesliga.

“So I think they’ve got that 
experience, so myself as an older 
player, we’ve got a few other play-
ers, we are just there for them.

“We want those players just 
to play on the biggest stage in the 
world and express themselves, 
enjoy it.”

“That’s the most important 
thing, show your ability to the 
world. So we’re always there 
for them, they know that if they 
need to speak to us but we don’t 
want to put too much pressure 
on them. Just go out there when 
you’re on the pitch and just ex-
press yourself.”England’s forward #20 Phil Foden (aFP)
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Yet to score in Qatar, Kane has 
struggled to hit top form after 
sustaining an ankle injury

Harry Kane 
fit and ready 
to fire in for 
senegal clasH

 Round of 16: England vs sEnEgal  
(10pm) at al Bayt stadium, al KhoR

England’s forward #09 Harry Kane takes part in a training session with teammates at Al Wakrah SC Stadium on Saturday. (aFP)

Senegal’s players take part in a training session at Al Duhail SC on Saturday. (aFP)

Senegal’s goalkeeper Alfred 
Gomis (right) and Senegal’s 

assistant coach Regis 
Bogaert attend a press 
conference at the 
Qatar National Con-
vention Center on 

Saturday. (aFP)

Key stats
 after Marcus rashford’s 
second goal in their 3-0 win 
over Wales, England became 
the seventh team to reach 
the milestone of 100 World 
Cup goals after Brazil, Ger-
many, Italy, argentina, France 
and Spain. 
 Senegal have reached the 
World Cup knockout stage 
for the second time. Their 
previous last 16 appearance 
came in 2002, when coach 
aliou Cisse was captain. 
 England are unbeaten 

against african opposition in 
all 21 meetings. at the World 
Cup, they have won three 
and drawn three times 
against teams from 
africa. 

Previous meetings 
 This will be 
the first meeting 
between the two 
teams

England’s coach Gareth Southgate 
attends a press conference at the 
Qatar National Convention Center  
on Saturday. (aFP)

stones lauds foden as england boss southgate faces selection dilemma

We scored the most goals in 
the group stage [alongside 
Spain] and we have a good 
defensive record.  I think 
we’re in a good place. The 
group stage is just about 
getting through, we did our 
job and now it’s a second 
competition of knockout 
football
Harry Kane

You want your players in 
confident mood and our 
forward players are. You 
want to make the best 
decision possible and in 
some respects I am not sure 
there’s a right or wrong 
answer
England manager Gareth 
Southgate

Unfortunately, we didn’t win 
but it’s a good point - we 
kept a clean sheet, it is a 
good point for us in the 
group and we just move on 
now, focus on the next game
Kieran Trippier
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PA MediA/dPA
London

France boss Didier Des-
champs warned the defending 
champions they cannot afford 
to become another World cup 
casualty.

The 2018 winners 
face Poland on Sunday 
in their last 16 clash 
having already lost 1-0 to 
Tunisia in the group stage.

Germany and Belgium 
suffered surprise early exits 
while Spain lost to Japan and 
argentina were stunned by 
Saudi arabia.

France are favourites to 
progress but Deschamps, who 
won the World cup as a player 
in 1998, remains wary.

He said: “all the games are 
difficult. all the teams are good 
and prepared. The players all 
play in good leagues.

“This team (Poland) has 
had to defend in the first three 
games, defend a lot, and they 
defend very well. They love it.

“They have a core of players 
with good experience. There is 
(Wojciech) Szczesny, (Kamil) 
Glik, (robert) Lewandowski 
and you have to respect what 
this team does, they deserve to 
be there.” 

The winners will face eng-
land or Senegal in the quarter-
finals and goalkeeper Hugo 
Lloris knows France will have 
to stop Poland’s star man Le-
wandowski at the al Thumama 
Stadium in Doha.

“He is one of the best no.9s 
in the world. He’s an impor-
tant part of this team. It’s still 
a collective, a team that takes 
great pleasure in defending 
and enduring. Lewandowski 
can make the difference at any 
time,” Lloris said.

Poland squeezed through 
Group c after losing 2-0 to ar-
gentina in their final game with 
Mexico unable to take advan-
tage.

It is their first World cup 

knockout game since losing to 
Brazil in the last 16 in 1986.

Lewandowski was anony-
mous during the limp defeat 
to argentina, with Poland go-
ing through on goal differ-
ence, and manager czeslaw 
Michniewicz admits they 
need to provide the striker 
with better service.

He said: “It’s definitly 
a problem, we played dif-
ficult passes in easy situ-
ations, we didn’t create 
enough opportunities for 
robert.

“Strikers like that, 
they need 

to be near the penalty box. 
If they are there, like in the 
match with Saudi arabia, they 
could score four goals.

“In the match with argenti-
na, the opponents didn’t allow 
us to do a lot. We need to real-
ise such an opponent as France 
will dictate the conditions of 
the game.

“It’s very difficult to escape 
their pressing but some teams 
have succeeded. In order to 
take advantage of every team 
we need to bring the strik-
ers to the right zone, you can’t 
normally score from your own 
half.”

Didier Deschamps 
admits Poland 
are a threat to 

France in World 
Cup last-16 clash

Won’t bE AnothEr 

Agencies

THe Poles reached the knock-
out rounds of the World cup 
for the first time since 1986 
after scraping through on goal 
difference from Group c de-
spite a 2-0 loss to argentina in 
their final game.

“We were not ready to go 
home,” said Michniewicz, who 
only took over the Poland job in 
January after the departure of 
Paulo Sousa.

“If we win against France 
we could become the next 
world champions.

“We’re very happy to play 

the world champions. France 
are not already guaranteed to 
advance. everything’s to play 
for, you win or go home and the 
stakes are high.”

Michniewicz said he had 
been unable to pinpoint weak 
points in France’s “wonderful 
team”.

“We believe we will play a 
good game but we know it’s a 
huge challenge ahead of us,” 
he said. “We want to show 
the world we can play foot-
ball.”

robert Lewan-
dowski scored the 
first World cup 
goal of his prolific 
career in the 2-0 
win over Saudi 
arabia after he 

had a penalty saved in Poland’s 
opening 0-0 draw with Mexico.

Michniewicz admitted his 
team needs to do more to sup-
ply the Barcelona striker, with 
Poland managing just four 
shots on target in three games 
so far in Qatar.

“We did not create enough 
opportunities for robert,” he 

said. “They (strik-
ers) need to be near 
the penalty box. 
against argen-
tina the opponent 

didn’t allow us to do 
a lot.

“We need to im-
prove on that but we 
need to realise that 
France will be dic-
tating the game.”

Poland must 
try and subdue a 
France attack led 
by Kylian Mbappe, 

who was left out of the starting 
line-up for the 1-0 defeat by 
Tunisia as Didier Deschamps 
made nine changes with quali-
fication already assured.

“How to defend against him 
(Mbappe)? I think we’d need to 
have scooters because he’s so 

fast,” quipped Poland forward 
arkadiusz Milik, who has come 
up against the Paris Saint-Ger-
main star with Marseille.

“It’s difficult to play against 
one of the best players in the 
world. We need to play collec-
tively as a group. no one is able 

individually to stop him.”
Michniewicz also brushed 

aside criticism of his team be-
ing too defensive at the World 
cup, saying their cautious ap-
proach had helped them ad-
vance to the last 16, where they 
will look to beat world champi-
ons France on Sunday - Miners’ 
Day in Poland.

Poland have moved to the 
knockout stages for the first 
time in 36 years after conced-
ing only two goals in three 
games, with argentina scoring 
twice after Michniewicz’s side 
kept clean sheets against Mex-
ico and Saudi arabia.

“The ones that weren’t play-
ing defensively at the World 
cup are back home watching 
on TV. now we’re out of the 
group phase, so we will change 
our plans,” Michniewicz said 
ahead of Sunday’s game against 
France.

Poland coach Michniewicz eyes another France upset

France’s coach Didier Deschamps 
(L) speaks with France’s forward 
Antoine Griezmann after the 
Group D match between Tunisia 
and France on November 30. (AFP)

Round of 16: France vs Poland  (6 pm) at Al Thumama Stadium

Poland’s 
coach Czeslaw 
Michniewicz. (AFP)

Poland’s forward #09 Robert Lewandowski (C) attends a training session 
with his teammates Al Kharaitiyat SC in Doha on Saturday. (AFP)

Michniewicz believes 
his side can lift  
the trophy if they 
beat France 

France have become 
the first reigning World 
Cup champions to reach 
the knockout stages since 
Brazil in 2006.
France are unbeaten in 
their last seven meetings 
with Poland across all 
competitions (W3 d4), with 
their last defeat against 
the Poles coming in a 
friendly in 1982 (0-4).
Poland have progressed 
from a World Cup group 
stage for the first time 
since 1986, when they lost 
0-4 to Brazil in the round 
of 16.
Wojciech Szczesny has 
become just the third goal-
keeper to save two penal-
ties (excluding shootouts) 
in a World Cup after Ameri-
can Brad Friedel (2002) 
and his own 
compatriot Jan 
Tomaszewski 
(1974).
Against Ar-
gentina (2-0) on 
matchday three, 
Poland conceded 
for the first time at the 
2022 World Cup. 

Previous meetings:
Poland won the only 
previous World Cup clash 
between the sides, the 
third-place play-off match 
in the 1982 tournament 
(3-2). Their two last games 
which had anything at 
stake -- both Euro 1996 
qualifiers -- ended in draws.

Key Stats

WorLd champions France have 
great respect for Poland goalkeep-
er Wojciech Szczesny ahead of 
their World Cup round of 16 game 
on Sunday. The Juventus keeper 
has already saved penalties from 
Saudi Arabia’s Salem Al-dawsari 
and Argentina star Lionel Messi in 
the group stage.

The last-16 clash could go all 
the way to spot-kicks but France 
forward Antoine Griezmann is 
wary about discussing penalties.

“We will not give any informa-
tion to the Polish goalkeeper. 
He has already saved two,” he 
laughed at a news conference 
on Friday. “We haven’t practised 
penalties yet. of course we have 
to do at some point.” defender 
William Saliba added: “We will 
do everything to avoid a penalty 
shoot-out. But we will practise 
and we are not afraid of the 
goalkeeper. We will just focus on 
ourselves.”

Le bleus 
wary of 

Szczesny

casualty: 

France’s forward #10 Kylian 
Mbappe trains at Al Sadd SC 
training centre in Doha on  
Saturday. (AFP)

Poland’s 
goalkeeper 
#01 Wojciech 
Szczesny. (AFP)

FrAncE

All the games are 
difficult. All the teams 
are good and 
prepared. The players 
all play in good 
leagues. This team 
(Poland) has had to 
defend in the first 
three games, defend a 
lot, and they defend 
very well. They love it.

France boss Didier 
Deschamps


