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FIne

Amir meets turkmenistAn president

HIs Highness the Amir of state of Qatar sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani met with President of Turk-
menistan serdar Berdimuhamedow and the accompanying delegation, currently visiting the state of 
Qatar to attend a part of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 matches, at Khalifa International stadium on 
saturday. At the outset of the meeting, President serdar Berdimuhamedow congratulated HH the Amir 
on the occasion of the tournament, lauding the good organization and wishing the participating teams 
success. The meeting, also, reviewed the relations between the two countries and means to bolster 
them, in addition to a host of topics of mutual interest. (QNA)
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Qatar 2022 group stage stadium  
AttendAnce reAches 2.45 mn

FiFA has underlined that the 
World Cup Qatar 2022, 
the first edition of the FiFA 
World Cup to be hosted in 

the Middle East, has presented 
an array of groundbreaking facts 
and figures as group stage wraps 
up. The report highlighted a 
cumulative stadium attendance 
of 2.45 million spectators. 

That equals an average of 96 
percent occupancy and is higher 
than the corresponding 2.17 mil-
lion figure for the 2018 edition. 
The highest attendance in the 
history of the FiFA World Cup since 
the 1994 final was seen at Lusail 
Stadium, where 88,966 fans 
witnessed the Argentina vs Mexico 
match.

On the pitch, the FiFA World 
Cup has faithfully reflected foot-
ball’s increased competitiveness, 
as for the first time ever, teams 
from all continents have advanced 
to the round of 16. 

Likewise, three teams from 
the AFC (Australia, Japan and 
Korea Republic) have reached the 
knockout stages-  a competition 
record for the Asian confederation- 
which previously only had two, in 

2002 and 2010. Equally remark-
ably, for the second time, two 
African teams (Senegal and Mo-
rocco) have reached the knockout 
stages,  the last occasion being in 
2014, FiFA said. page 7

Khalid Tawalbeh
DOHA

THOSE who travel to Qatar 
for the FiFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 will have the full oppor-
tunity to get acquainted with 
a model of an islamic country 
with all its culture, values and 
customs, Minister of Tour-
ism and Creative Economy 
of indonesia HE Sandiaga 
Salahuddin Uno has said.

 in an exclusive interview 
with the Qatar Tribune, the 
indonesian minister stressed 
that Qatar was able to 
achieve what no one expect-
ed when it won the honour 
of hosting the tournament in 
2010, pointing out that it is 
a historic tournament thanks 
to hard work and concerted 
efforts for 12 years.

“The great achievements 
made by Qatar and its great 
preparations for organising 
the tournament should be 
an example to guide other 
countries in preparing and 
being ready to host the next 
editions of the football  
World Cup, and we in indone-
sia are already doing this,” he 
said. page 2

Qatar world cup united the 
world: Indonesian minister

Fan Festival at Al Bidda Park 
welcomes over 1 mn fans

THE FiFA Fan Festival 
at Al Bidda Park has 

welcomed more than 1 
million fans since open-
ing on the eve of the 
FiFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. To celebrate the 
milestone, the lucky  
1 millionth fan received 
a pair of tickets to the 
World Cup final at  
Lusail Stadium on De-
cember 18. 

Local resident Hay-
tham Mokhtar, originally 
from Egypt, and his best 
friend Sara, won the 
tickets, along with an 
official match ball signed by football legends. “i cannot believe that i am so lucky to 
be the 1 millionth guest at the FiFA Fan Festival,” said Haytham. “Sara and i were 
coming here to have a good time and shortly after, i was standing on the main stage 
in front of thousands of people with a football signed by Cafu and Ronald de Boer, 
and with tickets to the final. it is just unbelievable!” Haytham knows exactly which 
teams he would like to see in the final as he is hoping for a battle of the legends: 
Lionel Messi versus Cristiano Ronaldo. (TNN)  page 12

THE Netherlands were led 
by Denzel Dumfries into the 
FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
quarter-finals after beating 
the United States 3-1 on 
Saturday. Dumfries provided 
two assists and scored the 
goal that sealed Netherlands’ 
qualification for the next 
round. The Dutch opened the 
scoring in the 10th minute 
as Memphis Depay received 
the ball from Dumfries and 
finished off a beautiful team 
play from defence to attack. 
Ahead of the break, and 
when the US looked closing 
to finding an equalizer, Daley 
Blind netted Dumfries’ low 
cross to extend the lead for 
the European side.

 SporTS page 2

NetherlaNds storm iNto  
World Cup quarter-finals

meSSI  
leads argeNtiNa  
iNto quarters

LiONEL Messi celebrated his 1,000th game as a professional 
footballer by scoring the opening goal in Argentina’s 2-1 victory 
against Australia in the World Cup last 16 on Saturday. Messi’s 
35th-minute strike was his 789th goal since a 2004 debut, his 
first-ever in a World Cup knock-out match, and his ninth overall 
at the global tournament with which he moved one ahead of 
Argentina’s other icon, Diego Maradona. Stubborn Australia 
had not given Argentina any space before being beaten by the 
genius of Messi; and Julian Alvarez got the second in the 57th 
after a howler from Socceroos goalkeeper Mathew Ryan. The 
victory earned Argentina a quarter-final date on Friday against 
the Netherlands, who beat the US 3-1 in the day’s other last 
16 game. (DPA) SporTS page 1



Picture perfect: Photographers have a major role to play in highlighting WC Qatar 2022
For photographer 
Hamad Adnan Al-Bardini 
‘Al-Akkas’, who has 
participated in filming 
many events during the 
previous period of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, the people who 
wield the camera have a 
significant responsibility 
to shoulder. They have 
a major role to play in 
highlighting the events 
and conveying the right 
image of the hosting of 
the mega-event, he says. 
“In our role as photog-
raphers, we convey the 
event in the best way to 
the public everywhere, 
to contribute, even in a 
small way, to this unique 
global event,” he notes.

KHALID TAWALBEH
DOHA

THOSE who travel to Qatar 
for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 will have the full oppor-
tunity to get acquainted with 
a model of an Islamic country 
with all its culture, values and 
customs, Minister of Tour-
ism and Creative Economy of 
Indonesia HE Sandiaga Sala-
huddin Uno has said.

In an exclusive interview 
with the Qatar Tribune, the 
Indonesian minister stressed 
that Qatar was able to achieve 
what no one expected when it 
won the honour of hosting the 
tournament in 2010, point-
ing out that it is considered a 
historic tournament thanks to 
hard work and concerted ef-
forts for 12 years.

“The great achievements 
made by the State of Qatar 
and its great preparations for 
organising the tournament 
should be an example to guide 
the countries of the world in 
preparing and making ready 
to host the next editions of the 
football World Cup, and we in 
Indonesia are already doing 
this”, he said

He praised the prepara-
tions that Qatar has made for 
FIFA World Cup, which is be-
ing held in an Islamic country 
for the first time, he wished 
all success to the tournament 
and Qatar.

He expressed his admira-
tion for the design of the sta-
diums hosting the events of 
the 2022 World Cup, and the 
urban renaissance witnessed 
by the state of Qatar in vari-
ous fields, wishing good luck 
to all the teams still in the 
running.

He said that this edition is 
the first he has seen in reality, 
but stressed that he has seen 
an ideal edition of the World 
Cup, and that it is an opportu-
nity for everyone to highlight 
their national cultures and 

identities, as well as get to 
know the beautiful Qatari cul-
ture and hospitality up close.

Based on the verse from 
the Holy Quran: “We have 
sent you, not but as a mercy 
for the ‘Alamin (mankind)”, 
the minister saw the World 
Cup as an opportunity to 
bring the world together in 
one place and establish won-
derful international relations.

He pointed out that the 
atmosphere here is more than 
wonderful, “I have followed 
the progress made by Qatar 
throughout the years, since 
winning the right to host the 
World Cup, and it is amazing 
to see the fruits of all these 

efforts being realised, and 
watching fans from every-
where gather here to celebrate 
together the days of the tour-
nament.”

“It’s great to be in Qa-
tar for the 2022 World Cup. 
Thanks for the hospitality and 
perfect organisation, I am al-
ways glad to be here, all the 
best for Qatar for the rest of 
the tournament,” he added.

He underscored the ben-
efit of Qatar’s organisation of 
the World Cup in promoting 
tourism in Indonesia, saying: 
“This wonderful edition can 
be positive for us, especially 
when we organise the U20 
FIFA World Cup 2023 in In-

donesia next year.
“This is something that 

I believe is amazing and an 
opportunity for all countries 
to promote themselves well 
and positively,” the minister 
said, adding “the World Cup 
is an opportunity to develop 
mutual investments with Qa-
tar in all respects in terms of 
tourism, technology and a lot 
else.”

Lauding Qatar’s remark-
able achievements in differ-
ent areas from laying out the 
infrastructure and logistics to 
deploying the latest technolo-
gy for the success of the mega-
event, he said: “We can learn 
from Qatar’s use of modern 

technology at the World Cup, 
which was a success point, 
and it can benefit us well dur-
ing the U20 World Cup in In-
donesia next year,” he said.

Expressing admiration for 
the efforts of the host country 
over the past years, reflected in 
the exceptionally smooth run-
ning of the championship, he 
said: “I watched closely all the 
details of the tournament, and 
also went to the Corniche and 
Souq Waqif, ideal destinations 
for the audience outside the 
tournament stadiums.”

“Everyone is happy with 
the activities organised by In-
donesia the World Cup. We 
have a wonderful and active 
community. I went to Souq 
Waqif and the Corniche and 
walked in many areas. The 
World Cup is pervading the 
entire atmosphere of Qatar in 
a wonderful way”, he said.

On the specificity of this 
edition, he said, “I am very 
sure that each edition of the 
World Cup is different from 
others and has its own speci-
ficity, but this edition is in-
spiring, wonderful, and dis-
tinctive in my opinion, and it 
is the most successful ever.”

He stressed that “relations 
between peoples, govern-
ments and business owners 
of Qatar and Indonesia are 
special, and we are working 
to develop the tourism sector 
well.”

“Qatar offered Islam as 
mercy to the world in the true 
sense. Negative opinions ex-
pressed from anywhere do not 
discourage it from continuing 
the real work. We respect all 
opinions and work for the 
better, I think that human 
differences are mercy from 
Allah, not a curse and cannot 
be blamed on anyone. Differ-
ence of opinion does not spoil 
the friendliness of the cause, 
and all opinions of everyone 
should be respected,” he said.

The minister pointed out 
that Qatar has enhanced its 
capabilities in many areas, 
most notably in the tourism 
sector, where it has taken bold 
steps in expanding festivals, 
exhibitions, conferences and 
everything else that would 
develop this sector while also 
preserving identity, customs 
and traditions.

These days, the state of 
Qatar celebrates the cultures 
of peoples from all over the 
world, as Katara collabo-
rated with 22 embassies to 
hold distinctive exhibitions 
to enhance opportunities for 
dialogue between cultures 
and peoples. This approach 
enhances the prospects for 
continuous and long last-
ing cultural cooperation both 
during the World Cup period 
and after.

Though the Indonesian 
national football team is not 
in the World Cup Qatar, In-
donesia has left an imprint on 
it through the official football 
industry of the tournament 
known as the “Al-Rihla”.

Earlier on, HE Ridwan 
Hassan, Ambassador of Indo-
nesia to Qatar, said: “This is a 
great opportunity for the pub-
lic to learn about Indonesia’s 
heritage through our exhibi-
tion in Katara”.

The “Batik Heritage” exhi-
bition being hosted in cooper-
ation with the Embassy of In-
donesia, has diverse artwork 
and textiles, including one 
that deals with FIFA World 
Cup 2022 Qatar by collecting 
Qatari cultural identity and 
football symbols.

Another work titled 
‘Mountain of Shadow Pup-
pets’ symbolises human life 
and its various stages, and life 
in an Indonesian village, while 
yet others highlight different 
ideas. Dr. Khaled Al Sulaiti, 
Katara General Manager, had 
said: “We are pleased to open 
these important and beautiful 
exhibitions as part of Katara’s 
festive programme related to 
our country’s hosting of the 
World Cup.”

“We have cooperated with 
more than 22 embassies ac-
credited to the country be-
sides a number of friendly 
countries to enhance oppor-
tunities for dialogue between 
cultures and peoples,” he said.

He added “These dis-
tinguished exhibitions are 
evidence of the high level of 
cultural partnership between 
Katara and these embassies, 
which enhances the horizons 
of continuous cultural co-
operation, whether during or 
after the World Cup.”

(Right) Minister of Tourism and Creative Economy of Indonesia, HE Sandiaga Salahuddin Uno, in conversation 
with Qatar Tribune.

WC Qatar 2022 united world, brought 
people closer: Indonesian minister
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In an exclusive 
interview with Qatar 
Tribune, Indonesia’s 
Minister of Tourism 
and Creative Economy 
HE Sandiaga Salahud-
din Uno stressed that 
Qatar was able to 
achieve what no one 
expected when it won 
the right to host the 
FIFA World Cup

This 
wonderful 
edition can 

be positive for us, 
especially when we 
organise the U20 
FIFA World Cup 2023 
in Indonesia next 
year. 

— Minister of Tourism 
and Creative Economy of 
Indonesia HE Sandiaga 
Salahuddin Uno



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

ALL attendees at FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 matches are 
required to hold the appropriate 
ticket, the Supreme Committee 
(SC) has said.

“Please do not travel to 
stadiums without holding a valid 
match ticket,” an SC statement 
said on Saturday.

“Instances of fans attempt-
ing to gain access to stadiums 

without holding the correct ticket 
are taken seriously by our secu-
rity teams and will be dealt with 
accordingly. We would encourage 
all those who would like to at-
tend matches to check availabil-
ity and purchase tickets via FIFA.
com/tickets,” it added.

QNA
LONDON

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 has 
achieved multiple successes since 
its launch on November 20 and be-
fore its launch.  Its success this time 
comes from the fact that this is the 
first edition of the World Cup that has 
changed bad habits associated with 
soccer games, especially those target-
ing women, and have changed a range 
of ideas and stereotypes that have long 
adhered to the world’s largest sporting 
event.

A report by British newspaper ‘The 
Times’ quoted a group of female fans 
who accompanied their country’s team 
to Doha to support the ‘Three Lions’, 
saying they were not harassed and de-
scribing the Qatar World Cup stadiums 
as more suitable for women to watch 
matches than in their own country.

Under the ‘Her Game Too’ cam-
paign, British young woman Ellie Mol-
loson, 19, is leading a broad campaign 
in her country to make the stadiums 
more welcoming to women because of 
the harassment they experience dur-
ing matches.

She pointed out that before she 
came to Qatar to support her coun-
try’s national team, she had asked 
her father to accompany her to Doha. 
However, in a statement to the British 
newspaper, she admitted that she “did 
not need to disturb her father, because 
the World Cup stadiums in Qatar are 
different than in her country, there 
were no cynical chants or gender dis-
crimination of any kind”.

The report considered that Qatar’s 
stadiums provided a more favorable 
environment for women than in Eng-

land, and Molloson - a student from 
Nottingham – said, “I did not suffer 
from any of the harassment I experi-
enced in England,” adding that “It was 
a great environment when I tried it”. 

“I’ve got to say coming here has 
been a real shock to my system,” said 
Molloson. 

“There have been no catcalls, wolf 
whistles or sexism of any kind.” 

For his part, Molloson’s 49-year-
old father and a teacher explained that 
he had come to Qatar to care for his 
daughter but admitted that he had dis-
covered that he did not need to do so 
because of what he found in it.

English fan Joe Glover, 47, who 
has attended the World Cup since the 
2010 South African edition, has not 
hid her fascination with a distinct ver-
sion of the World Cup at all levels in 
Qatar, describing the general atmos-
phere here as less nervous, everyone is 
wearing their elected colors, and with-
out any trouble.

Besides the cheerleaders’ testi-
mony, the British newspaper report 
quoted former English player Lianne 
Sanderson, 34, and the presenter of 
“Talk Sport,” program, praising the 
organizational atmosphere of the Qa-
tar World Cup.

In the same context, a senior Brit-
ish police officer, considered that the 
absence of riots in Qatar during the 
World Cup competition is evidence 
that the British Government should 
not ease restrictions on alcohol in foot-
ball stadiums, adding that the United 
Kingdom could learn from experience 
in Qatar and abandon those ideas.

Chief Constable Mark Roberts, in 
charge of the UKs Football Police, said 
the atmosphere in Qatar was “friend-
ly”, like last summer’s Women’s Euro 
2022 finals.

It seems that female fans in the 
Arabic edition of the World Cup no-
ticed not only the difference in the 
stands, but also inside the stadium, as 
Stephanie Frappart (38 years) became 
the first woman to referee in the men’s 
World Cup in the match between Ger-
many and Costa Rica.

Qatar 2022  FIFA World Cup most  
female-friendly: British newspaper

World Cup 2022 Qatar boosts food, beverage sales
QNA
DOHA

THE FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 has 
significantly fostered sales of about 
400 food and beverage outlets (kiosks) 
in the areas surrounding the tourna-
ment stadiums and fan zones that host 
cultural and entertainment events, 
with an expected increase in turnout 
of 1.2 million fans by the end.

Several managers of these projects 
estimated that the turnout during the 
World Cup first week surged by 80 
percent to record levels compared to 
the days preceding the tournament 
launch on November 20, with the posi-
tive impact and momentum. 

In August, the Supreme Commit-
tee for Delivery and Legacy and the As-
pire Katara Hospitality company an-
nounced the availability of hundreds 
of food and beverage outlets for rent in 
many locations in the country, includ-
ing the areas surrounding the stadi-
ums that host the World Cup matches, 
the Doha Corniche for a 6 km distance, 
and other places that witnesses fans’ 
entertainment activities.

Entrepreneurs in the food and 
beverage sectors benefited from these 
investment opportunities, as they con-
firmed that the influx of tourists and 
fans of international teams to Qatar 
has revived their sales of various types 
of food and beverages to almost dou-
ble compared to the pre-tournament 
period, especially since some visitors 
have a great passion to know Qatari 
and Arab cuisines, exploring local food 

with all its components, in addition 
tobuying handicrafts of the traditional 
nature of the Qatari people.

The outlets are distributed in 
about 9 areas for fans zones and in-
side the stadiums, taking into account 
the size of the area, its breadth, and 
the density of the fans’ presence in 
it. There are two types of outlets, the 
first contains food and drinks, while 
the second contains gifts, souvenirs, 

and heritage and historical items.
In this context, Abdul Ghafoor Mo-

hammed, who runs an outlet for sell-
ing drinks and juices on the Doha Cor-
niche, said that turnout levels reached 
record levels of about 80 percent dur-
ing the first week of the World Cup, 
pointing out that they start working 
from 11 am until 12 am, emphasizing 
that the project is feasible from an eco-
nomic point of view and that work is 
proceeding flexibly to meet the needs 
of visitors.

He stated that the shops and com-
mercial outlets are in line with the 
state’s directions and strategy aimed 
at hosting the first carbon-neutral 
edition of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, as all shops committed to using 
paper cups and utensils that can be re-
cycled, which reinforces the country’s 
plans to establish global standards in 
the field of preserving the environ-
ment, to serve as a role model in the 
major world championships, in addi-
tion to building a sustainable legacy 
that benefits future generations. 

The outlets offer their services to 
the guests of the World Cup in many 

locations; a fan who wants to attend 
the match can have his meal before 
entering the stadium or during the 
events and enjoy the tournament’s at-
mosphere.

Mohammed Abdullah, who runs a 
confectionery shop on the Doha Cor-
niche, highlighted the variety of out-
lets, including fast food, drinks, juices, 
sweets and nuts, stressing that the mu-
nicipality’s inspectors do conduct field 
visits and submit reports twice a day, 
in order to ensure the cleanliness and 
quality of services in shops.

He expected that the pace of turnout 
will increase in the coming period with 
an increase in visitor flows to Qatar.

The momentum of the tourna-
ment has made a positive impact in 
Qatar, benefiting more than 3 million 
food and beverage outlets, according 
to Qatar Tourism data, which allowed 
visitors to taste a variety of food and 
beverages in the country, and Qatari 
cuisine is the most famous, which de-
rives its characteristics from Asia, the 
Middle East and North Africa, affected 
by the great diversity of 100 communi-
ties living in the State.
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FIFA World Cup’s success 
this time comes from the 
fact that this is the first 
edition of the World Cup 
that changed bad habits 
associated with soccer 
games, especially those 
targeting women, and have 
changed a range of ideas 
and stereotypes that have 
long adhered to the world’s 
largest sporting event

Qatar 2022 has significantly fostered sales of about 400 food and beverage outlets 
(kiosks) in the areas surrounding the tournament stadiums and fan zones.

Do not travel to 
World Cup 2022
stadiums without 
tickets, Supreme 
Committee says

Ministry provides all facilities at World Cup fan zones: Al Marri
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 

DOHA 

MINISTER of Labour HE Dr. 
Ali bin Smaikh Al Marri met 
with Director General of the 
International Labor Organi-
zation (ILO) Gilbert Hongbo, 
who is currently visiting the 
country.

During the meeting, they 
discussed aspects of joint co-
operation between the State 
of Qatar and the ILO, and the 
ways to further support and 
develop them during the up-
coming period.

Following the meeting, the 
Labour Minister, accompanied 
by the ILO Director General 
visited one of the fan zones lo-
cated in the Industrial Area, 
which is supervised by the 
Ministry of Labour.

Their Excellencies partici-
pated in the accompanying ac-

tivities taking place in the fan 
zone, which was set up to pro-
vide the fans with the oppor-
tunity to bask in and enjoy the 
unique World Cup festivities.

Their Excellencies also 
watched part of the match in 
one of the fan zones, and they 
also exchanged discussions 

with expatriate labourers, in 
regards to their experiences 
and inquired about their en-
joyment of the FIFA World 
Cup - Qatar 2022.

Al Marri was briefed on 
the amenities provided and 
the preparations undertaken 
by the Ministry in some of the 

fan zones, stressing the need 
to provide all facets of support 
to these fan zones, as they di-
rectly contribute to the success 
of Qatar’s hosting of the World 
Cup, through its continuous ef-
forts over the past years.

The Minister explained 
that the Ministry of Labour 

fully realises the great im-
portance of facilitating rec-
reational experiences for the 
labour force by organising 
events that are concurrent to 
the World Cup.

He also pointed out that 
there are other various enter-
taining and recreational events 

that are being organised dur-
ing various occasions such as 
the National Day or the Sports 
Day, amongst others.

Moreover, the Ministry of 
Labour has set up a host of fan 
zones across the country so 
that everyone can enjoy watch-
ing the matches, and tap into 
the great World Cup atmos-
phere.

Their Excellencies also vis-
ited the labour housing city, 
Barahat Al Janoub, which is 
managed by Barwa Real Estate 
Company, within the specifica-
tions and requirements of the 
Ministry of Labour for labour 
housing.

The labour housing city of 
Barahat Al Janoub has a ca-
pacity of more than 67,000 
labourers, and is expected to 
start receiving labourers dur-
ing the second quarter of next 
year.

Instances of fans attempt-
ing to gain access to stadi-
ums without holding the 
correct ticket are taken 
seriously by the security 
teams and will be dealt 
with accordingly.  



PAGE 4 | NATION SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2022

US can benefit from Qatar’s expertise in 
hosting 2026 World Cup: USQBC official

Katara dhow festival and 
concerts reflect Qatar’s 
rich culture and heritage

QNA
DOHA

U
S-QATAR Business Council 
(USQBC) Managing Director 
Mohamed Barakat has called 
on the United States to ben-
efit from Qatar’s expertise in 

hosting the 2026 World Cup, point-
ing to the recent signing of a memo-
randum of understanding between 
the two countries to exchange exper-
tise in this field.

In an interview with Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), Barakat hailed the 
hosting of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 in terms of managing crowds 
and stadiums, in addition to the use 
of technology, adding that the US 
should benefit from all this experi-
ence in organising the mega event.

He pointed out that one of the 
factors that characterise the 2026 
World Cup, other than the fact that it 
includes 48 countries and three host 
countries (the United States, Canada, 
and Mexico), is that the matches will 
take place in different states, such as 
New Jersey, Atlanta or Los Angeles. 
Each of these places has different 
management patterns, as the metro 
in New Jersey is completely different 
from Los Angeles, so Qatar’s experi-
ence in the field of transportation, 
especially the metro, will be benefi-
cial, and the organising committees 
in each state will benefit from Qatar’s 
expertise in this field, even in Canada 
and Mexico. He added there is also a 
lot of technical expertise that can be 
exchanged between the organisers.

Barakat stressed Qatar’s success 
in organizing the World Cup events, 
expressing his admiration for what it 

has achieved.
He described the malicious cam-

paign targeting Qatar and its organi-
zation of the World Cup as “unfair.” 
He said the launch of malicious cam-
paigns began years ago and those 
campaigns intensified a week before 
the start of the World Cup, even be-
fore the opening ceremony began 
and before anyone witnessed it, add-

ing that they started talking about 
the championship as if it had hap-
pened and this indicates that some 
want to say something before they 
actually see it. He pointed out that 
success has already been achieved, 
especially in the 32-team group 
stage, which went smoothly. Heads 
of state and ordinary fans have ex-
perienced it firsthand and no matter 

what they do or say, it won’t change 
what people see on the ground, he 
explained.

When it comes to the truth, these 
people know that everything they 
write about organizing this tourna-
ment is not accurate and exagger-
ated, including exaggerating the 
numbers and the construction of 
tournament facilities, he outlined.

Barakat pointed to the reforms 
that Qatar introduced in the labor 
market, including the adoption of 
the minimum wage and the guaran-
teed payment system, adding that all 
of these things are unique in the re-
gion and Qatar now has a complete 
and comprehensive labor system but 
everyone is seeking more reforms.

Commenting on the fifth strate-
gic dialogue between Qatar and the 
US, the USQBC managing director 
indicated that the dialogue focused 
on the economic and trade aspects, 
which are two main aspects of the 
relations between the two countries, 
and also focused on supporting joint 
investments between the two sides. .

Barakat stressed that with each 
session of the strategic dialogue be-
tween Qatar and the United States, 
workshops are organized to ensure 
the removal of obstacles and difficul-
ties that may appear, stressing that 
a lot of business opportunities be-
tween the two sides exist, especially 
with the end of the World Cup.

US-Qatar Business Council Man-
aging Director highlighted that Qa-
tar has come a long way in terms of 
sustainability, especially in terms 
of facilities management, underlin-
ing that the tourism sector will also 
be one of the priority sectors for the 

American investor, especially after 
the great publicity gained by Qatar 
as a result of hosting the World Cup, 
which at the same time requires the 
completion of tourist facilities, and 
then new investments in this area, 
as he explained, there are also other 
sectors such as security, defense and 
energy, and joint industries.

In this context, Barakat men-
tioned that the volume of trade with 
Qatar amounted to $6.8 billion in 
2019, and the total Qatari invest-
ments in the United States currently 
amount to $250 billion.

He said the State was keen to 
develop legislation and infrastruc-
ture to attract foreign investments, 
considering that the technical and 
knowledge exchange for the estab-
lishment of manufacturing facilities 
in Qatar to serve the region can ex-
pand in the future.

He underscored the shift wit-
nessed by Qatari investments in the 
public and private sectors, by going 
beyond the federal level to include 
the State, noting the role played 
by Qatari institutions in attracting 
American investments to Qatar.

He concluded by saying un-
derlining the role played by Qatari 
institutions, including the Invest-
ment Promotion Agency, Qatar Free 
Zones, the Qatar Financial Center, 
and many other agencies in attract-
ing American investments to Qatar, 
clarifying that Qatar continues to 
develop tax incentives and business 
rules to attract more investments, 
adding that this role is also played 
by the US-Qatar Business Council in 
cooperation with the commercial at-
tache offices.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

VISITORS to Katara have 
praised the activities accompa-
nying FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, being presented by the 
Cultural Village Foundation 
(Katara) until December 18. 
They have expressed their ad-
miration of the diverse and rich 
cultural, arts and entertainment 
events that showcase the cul-
ture and heritage of Qatar and 
the region and narrate a deeply-
rooted history.

On Thursday, the Katara 
amphitheater hosted a brilliant 
concert of elegant melodies by 
Kuwaiti artist Hammoud Al-
Khader, attended by a large au-
dience of fans.

At the same time, the Ka-
tara Traditional Dhow Festival 
continued to receive lovers of 
maritime heritage of various na-
tionalities. The festival’s activi-
ties attract thousands of specta-
tors and visitors who are keen to 
explore the pavilions on Katara 
Beach and attend the diverse and 
enjoyable cultural, artistic and 
heritage events, presenting to the 
World Cup guests the ancient cul-
ture of Qatar. And also its great 
maritime heritage, and coexist-
ence with a reality that narrates 
the glories of the era of pearl div-
ing, fishing and its sea voyages.

The heritage museums par-
ticipating at the Katara Tra-
ditional Dhow Festival -- the 
Museum of the late Jassim 
Al-Mannai, the Abdul Aziz Al-
Buhashim Al-Sayed Museum, 
and the Isa Al-Mulla Museum - 
attract lovers of old collectibles 
and fishing tools and means 
that tell exciting stories about 
fishing trips and pearl diving, 
to shed light on their sacrifices 
and voyage. When they were 
wading through the seas and 
facing hardships and dangers, 
where the tools used by fisher-

men and divers, and their tradi-
tional methods used in the past, 
are presented, which evokes 
beautiful memories of the long 
journeys of the ancestors in 
the seas and oceans in search 
of livelihood amid difficult cir-
cumstances.

Meanwhile, the Iranian 
cultural exhibition at Katara in 
Hall (12) being held in coopera-
tion with the Iranian Embassy 
in Doha is witnessing a remark-
able turnout by visitors. The 
ring art suite (wood inlays) at-
tracts the interest of art lovers 
because of its beauty, accuracy 
and creativity. It is based on 
inlaying the brightest wooden 
pieces with geometric shapes of 
small and delicate triangles of 
mosaics next to each other and 
using ivory, gold, silver, copper, 

aluminum metals.The audience 
of the exhibition expressed their 
admiration for this ancient art, 
which is rooted in the depth of 
the diverse Iranian culture.

The artistic performances 
on Saturday at Katara also con-
tinued to attract large num-
bers of audiences of different 
groups, nationalities and ages 
–the “World Wonders Balloon 
Tour” in addition to the Bos-
nian folklore show presented 
by the Bosnian Embassy in co-
operation with Katara.

The highly appreciated Ka-
tara fashion shows concluded 
in a modern spirit, in which 
the designers used traditional 
fabrics with designs inspired by 
the aesthetics of Qatari heritage 
with innovations and modern 
touches.

Mohamed Barakat described the malicious cam-
paign targeting Qatar and its hosting of the World 
Cup as ‘unfair’. He said the malicious campaigns 
began years ago and intensified a week before the 
start of the World Cup, even before the opening 
ceremony began and before anyone witnessed it.

Fun and fiesta

World Cup fans head 
to Corniche to 
watch the matches 
on screen. Visitors 
to Qatar as well as 
residents in the 
country enjoy the 
various festivities 
and attractions on 
the ground, including 
cultural performances 
representing various 
countries.
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Exceptional experience
for fans with disabilities
at Qatar 2022 stadiums

QNA
DOHA

THE availability, accessibility and ease of 
mobility were at the forefront of priorities 
during the preparation phase to host the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, in line with 
Qatar National Vision 2030 and the FIFA 
Sustainability Strategy, Executive Direc-
tor of Community Engagement and Com-
mercial Development at the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery and Legacy (SC) 
Khalid Al Naama has said.

Al Naama pointed out that by work-
ing with the Accessibility Forum, SC en-
sured that disabled people played a direct 
role in determining what type of services 
are available to them during the tourna-
ment, and how the World Cup can leave 
a long-lasting accessible legacy for the 
country and the region as a whole.

Head of Sustainability and Environ-
ment at FIFA Federico Addiechi said: 
“For each edition of the FIFA World 
Cup, we step up our commitment to 
sustainability. Qatar 2022 is becoming 
a standard-bearer for other major sport-
ing events when it comes to accessibility, 
going beyond basic infrastructure. This is 
about ensuring that every fan feels wel-
come and a part of this event, and we are 
proud of what we have achieved.

Working with local stakeholders, the 
Supreme Committee for Delivery and 

Legacy (SC), FIFA and the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 LLC have set up sensory 
rooms for fans with access requirements 
at three Qatar 2022 stadiums: Al Bayt, 
Lusail and Education City. The spaces 
allow fans to watch matches in a quieter 
space, equipped with assistive technology 
and managed by expert staff.

This edition of the FIFA World Cup 
has included the largest deployment of 
sensory rooms at a mega sporting event 
in history. A number of mobile sensory 
rooms have also been set up across Qa-
tar to give fans the opportunity to step 
away from large crowds or loud music. 
The locations include the Corniche, 
where the SC has organized a vast num-
ber of cultural activations, and the FIFA 

Fan Festival at Al Bidda Park.
The SC launched the Accessibility 

Forum in 2016, with members playing 
an active role in providing feedback on 
the SCs infrastructure projects, work-
ing towards meeting FIFA Accessibility 
and inclusive design standards while 
helping to drive the accessibility agen-
da in Qatar.

In addition to sensory rooms, Qatar 
2022 also features a number of firsts for 
disabled fans, including the availability of 
audio descriptive commentary in Arabic 
at all matches. The tournament is also be-
ing hailed as the most accessible edition 
of the FIFA World Cup in history - with 
all eight stadiums being outfitted with fa-
cilities for disabled fans.

Doha ‘rules’ departure
terminals across world

SANTHOSH CHANDRAN
DOHA

AS the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 matches are under way, Doha 
has become one of the most displayed names on the electronic display 
boards at international airports across the world.

The frequency of flight service to Doha from all over the globe is 
expected to increase manifold in the coming days, as World Cup 2022 
enters the pre-
q u a r t e r - fi n a l 
stage.

According to 
sources, Doha 
will see more 
than 1,500 flight 
landings and 
take-offs in the 
coming days of 
the FIFA World 
Cup.

A Brazilian 
fan who arrived 
at Hamad Inter-
national Airport 
via Dubai said, 
“The services I 
have received 
at Doha airport 
were excellent. 
I was connected 
to ‘free’ public 
transportation 
network within 
30 minutes of 
landing.”

C o n s i d e r -
ing the high air 
traffic, aircraft 
parking lots has 
been increased 
and a number 
of advanced ra-
dars have been 
installed at Doha 
Airport and 
Hamad Interna-
tional Airport. 

“On the 
way to Doha, I 
have transited 
through three 
airports. I was 
really excited 
to see the name 
‘Doha’ many 
times on the dis-
play boards at departure terminals. Now Doha is the most sought-after 
destination across the world,” a football from Sydney, Australia, has said.   

A senior official at a travel agency in Doha said, “According to 
the trend of the bookings we receive, the number of passengers 
to Qatar will increase four folds in the coming days. We haven’t 
received any compliant about the services at the HIA, instead got 
high appreciation about the arrangements at the airport. The fa-
cilities at the HIA will indeed inspire the football lovers to visit 
Qatar again.”

Over 7,000 flights in first week 
of FIFA World Cup Qatar: QCCA

QNA
DOHA

THE first week of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 recorded more than 7,000 
flights, the Qatar Civil Aviation Author-
ity (QCAA) has announced, noting that 
the air traffic at both Hamad Interna-
tional Airport and Doha International 
Airport saw a significant increase since 
the kick-off of the tournament.

In a statement, the QCAA said that 

many Gulf carriers began to operate 
shuttle flights to Qatar. In addition, air-
lines from Arab countries and the rest 
of the world enhanced their services to 
Doha to provide integrated air transport 
for tournament fans.

The QACC affirmed that several in-
ternational airlines, including German 
Lufthansa, Air France, Finnair, and 
KLM, in addition to airlines from South 
America and Africa, have commenced 
operating regular and charter flights to 

Qatar, which has led to a noticeable op-
erational intensity between Qatar and 
the rest of the world.

The statement indicated that the 
development of air transport in Qa-
tar continues with the activation of 
the Doha Flight Information Region 
(FIR), which increased capacity and 
air routes arriving to and departing 
from Qatar to achieve more stream-
lined air movements and a greater 
guarantee of safety.

An electronic display board which shows only ‘Doha’ as the 
destination, at Dubai airport.
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Tribune news neTwork
DOHA

Qatar Museums on Saturday announced that 
entry to all museums, with the exception of Na-
tional Museum of Qatar and the Museum of Is-
lamic art, will be available free of charge to Hayya 
Card holders from Sunday, December 4 until the 
end of the FIFa World Cup 2022 Qatar.

Hayya Card holders will have access to Qatar’s 
world-class portfolio of galleries and museums, 
including 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic & Sports Museum, 
MatHaF: arab Museum of Modern art, and Qa-
tar Museums Gallery – al riwaq.

Visitors with a Hayya card can also enjoy free 
admission to a number of ongoing exhibitions, 
such as World of Football (3-2-1), taysir Batniji: 
No Condition is Permanent (MatHaF), Lusail 
Museum: tales of a Connected World (al riwaq), 
art Mill Museum 2030 (Qatar Flour Mills Ware-
house), and Labour of Love: Embroidering Pales-
tinian History (Qatar Museums Gallery – Katara), 
most of which are now open 7 days a week. 

In addition, Qatar Museums has extended 
opening hours until 10pm for most sites, exclud-
ing al Zubarah, Dadu Gardens, and art Mill Mu-
seum 2030, and prospective visitors will be able 
to book an 8pm to 9pm timeslot. this change 
comes into effect from Sunday, December 4 until 
December 20, 2022.

Tribune news Tribune
DOHA

FEStIVaL in Motion, presented by Qatar Creates, 
will offer a major international dance and music 
programme with more than 55 site-specific perfor-
mances at some of Qatar’s most significant archi-
tectural landmarks December from 5 to 20 2022, 
coinciding with the FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022. 

Festival in Motion was conceived by Her Excel-
lency Sheikha al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa 
al thani, chairperson of Qatar Museums, and co-
curated by two internationally acclaimed artists 
- French choreographer and filmmaker Benjamin 
Millepied, artistic director and co-founder of the in-
fluential L.a. Dance Project, choreographer of the 
film Black Swan; and former Director of the Paris 
Opera Ballet, and renowned american composer 
Nico Muhly whose music has been performed at 
the Metropolitan Opera, English National Opera, 
Los angeles Philharmonic, Carnegie Hall, and oth-
ers. 

the 13-day programme showcases more than a 
dozen of exceptional artists from around the world. 
audiences can view the performances free of cost 
in exceptional locations across Qatar, including 
museums - the National Museum of Qatar and the 
Museum of Islamic art - public art installations - 
richard Serra’s monumental desert installation 
East West/West East at the Brouq Nature reserve 
in Zekreet and tony Smith’s Smoke at the Doha 
Exhibition and Convention Centre, Olafur Elias-
son’s Shadows travelling on the sea of the day in 
al Zubarah - and heritage sites (Historic Barzan 
towers).

Sheikha al Mayassa said, “We have made it our 
strategy to take our art to the neighbourhoods and 
cities of Qatar. From the airport to every part of the 

country, the landscape is open 
for people to experience arts 
and culture, complementing 
our landmark museums and 
collections. 

“For the World Cup, 
we have invited Benjamin 
Millepied and Nico Muhly to 
curate modern dance perfor-
mances representing dancers 
from all around the world.  the 
Festival in Motion, the first of 
its kind, will combine the dis-
cipline of dance with architec-
ture, art and music.  We hope 
that these performances will inspire people to 
think of the unlimited possibilities of creativity.” 

Benjamin Millepied will appear in his own 
work for a special one-night-only performance 
with the L.a. Dance Project on the late afternoon of 
December 20 with live music by Nico Muhly at the 
site of richard Serra’s East West/West East. 

Co-founded in 2012 by artistic Director Benja-
min Millepied, L.a. Dance Project presents daring 
works in traditional venues and unconventional 
settings across Los angeles and worldwide. the 
opening of its own studio and theatre space in 2017 
has allowed LaDP to create and premiere its work 
in its hometown and cement itself as a destination 
for world-class dance in Los angeles. 

the company’s 18 dancers perform repertory 
that includes commissions by new and established 
choreographers, revivals of important historic 
works, and interdisciplinary collaborations.

the 13-day, free programme will take place in 
locations including National Museum of Qatar, 
designed by Jean Nouvel, Museum of Islamic art, 
designed by I.M. Pei, Museum of Islamic art Park, 

Heritage Dhow Boats, Olafur Eliasson’s new public 
artwork, Shadows travelling on the sea of the day 
(2022), at al Zubarah -- a UNESCO World Herit-
age site (Northeast of Doha), Historic Barzan tow-
ers in the village of Umm Salal Mohammed (North 
of Doha), Smoke, a public art installation by artist 
tony Smith at the Doha Exhibition & Convention 
Centre in the West Bay of Doha, al Wakrah Pier 
(al Wakrah Souq, South of Doha), richard Serra’s 
Seven, a sculptural installation in the Museum 
of Islamic art Park at the end of the Corniche in 
Doha, Doha Central Post Office, Central Plaza, off 
the Corniche in Doha, and richard Serra’s East 
West/West East, Brouq Nature reserve in Zekreet.

Tribune news neTwork
DOHA

INDONESIaN Minister of 
tourism and Creative Econ-
omy Sandiaga Uno officially 
opened a batik exhibition ti-
tled ‘the Exotic Indonesian 
Batik Heritage’. 

the exhibition, organised 
by Indonesian Embassy in 
Doha, in collaboration with 
the Cultural Village Founda-
tion (Katara), will run until 
December 8, at Building 47, 
Gallery 1, Katara Culture Vil-
lage.

also present at the open-
ing were Katara General 
Manager Dr Khalid al Sulaiti, 
ambassadors of friendly coun-
tries, media and influencers 
in Qatar. 

In his remarks, Minister 
Sandiaga said the Indonesian 
government gives special at-
tention to the development of 
batik in the country because 

batik is related to the nation’s 
noble culture, which must be 
preserved, and because this 
creative industry has a sig-
nificant economic permeation 

effect. 
“the batik industry has 

created thousands of jobs in 
Indonesia,” said Sandiaga.

Indonesian ambassador 

to Qatar HE ridwan Has-
san expressed his pleasure in 
holding this batik exhibition 
in Qatar. 

“this is a government-led 

initiative to help the country’s 
creative industry recover from 
COVID-19 effects,” he said.

For batik exhibition, the 
Indonesian Embassy has col-
laborated with Batik House 
Indonesia. 

“about 42 batik collec-
tions from various regions of 
the country are being exhib-
ited at this event,” said ali 
Murtado, executor of Socio-
cultural affairs at the Indone-
sian Embassy in Doha.

the Indonesian Embassy 
in Doha is actively promoting 
Indonesian culture during the 
World Cup. 

Before the batik exhibi-
tion, the embassy invited 
Saung angklung Udjo to per-
form for 11 nights consecu-
tively.

QF amplifies Palestinian voices, 
creativity, culture, achievements
Tribune news neTwork

DOHA

tHE culture, achievements 
and inspiring stories of Pales-
tine and its people are being 
spotlighted by Qatar Founda-
tion as the FIFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022 showcases the 
arab world to the wider world.

a series of events and 
performances hosted by Qa-
tar Foundation (QF) during 
December will amplify Pales-
tinian voices, starting with a 
storytelling and poetry event 
by activist Muna El Kurd at 
2pm on Monday, December 
5 at the Cinema Hall in Mul-
taqa (Education City Student 
Center).

El Kurd, who gained in-
ternational attention in 2021 
when she and her brother 
were detained by Israeli au-
thorities during protects 
against the forced displace-
ment of Palestinian families 
from their homes in Jerusa-

lem’s Sheikh Jarrah neigh-
borhood, will share her own 
story and recite her mother’s 
poems at the event, which will 
take place during GOaLS, an 
exhibition where storytellers 
are providing their perspec-
tives on the FIFa World Cup, 
football in Qatar, community, 
and culture.

Palestinian performers 
will be on centre stage at QF’s 
D’reesha Performing arts Fes-
tival, which is being held at 
Oxygen Park and al Khater 
House in Education City from 
December 11 to 17 under the 
theme of ‘travel and adven-
ture’ and will bring the local, 
regional and international 
community together to cel-
ebrate creativity, arab culture 
and heritage and the arabic 
language.

On December 12 at 
6:45pm, Palestinian singer 
and producer Dalal abu am-
neh, who is also a neurosci-
entist, will, for the first time, 

combine her love of music 
and science into a single per-
formance, while on December 
13 and 14 from 3 to 4pm each 
day, D’reesha attendees will 
be treated to performances 
from Banat al Quds, a choir 
and instrumental ensemble 
comprising 38 young women 
whose family roots lie in al-
Quds.

From 3.30-3.40pm on 
December 15, 13-year-old 
Palestinian rapper abdulrah-
man alShanti, better known 
as MC abdul, will perform 
at D’reesha with the teenage 
artist from Gaza demonstrat-
ing how he uses his music to 
spread a message of peace and 
unity; and at 5pm on Decem-
ber 17, a Poetry Majlis will 

be held at al Khater House, 
discussing topics relevant to 
Palestine and the arab world 
through poetry and welcom-
ing poets rawdah alHajj, 
anas alDoghmem and Dalal 
alBaroud.

More details about the 
D’reesha Performing arts Fes-
tival, including where and how 
to buy tickets, can be found at 
www.org.qa/events/dreesha-
performing-arts-festival

QF production Doha De-
bates is also holding a town-
hall event on December 15 
focusing on the lived reality 
of Palestinian national iden-
tity and exploring it beyond a 
purely theoretical approach, 
with Palestinian activist ahed 
tamimi; Dr tariq Dana, assis-
tant professor of conflict and 
humanitarian studies at Doha 
Institute for Graduate Studies; 
and Palestinian american ac-
tress and comedian Maysoon 
Zayid. 

the event will be moder-
ated by Palestinian-american 
journalist Dena takruri of al 
Jazeera Media Network, with 
a number of Palestinian stu-
dents and youth participating 

in the on-stage discussion. 
During the FIFa World 

Cup Qatar 2022, the Doha 
Debates Portal has been part 
of the FIFa Fan Festival in 
Doha, connecting fans and 
visitors with people in loca-
tions, including Gaza with the 
aim of sparking dialogue on 
key global issues.  

For more information 
about QF events and activi-
ties focused on Palestine dur-
ing the FIFa World Cup Qatar 
2022, visit www.qf.org.qa/
world-cup/palestine

Qatar museums 
offers free entry 
for Hayya card 
holders, extends 
opening hours

Qatar Creates Festival in Motion 
to entral audience across Qatar

Indonesian minister opens batik exhibition in Qatar

n  Poetry, music and dialogue to showcase 
stories of Palestine at Education City events

Palestinian activist Muna Al Kurd



A
fter 13 
days and 48 
matches, the 
first edition 
of the fIfA 

World Cup to be hosted in 
the Middle east and Arab 
world has presented an 
array of facts and figures, 

starting with a cumulative 
stadium attendance of 2.45 

million spectators. 
that equals an average of 

96% occupancy and is higher 
than the corresponding 2.17 mil-
lion figure for the 2018 edition. 
the highest attendance in the 
history of the fIfA World Cup 

since the 1994 final was seen at 
Lusail Stadium, where 88,966 
fans witnessed the Argentina v. 
Mexico match.

On the pitch, the fIfA World 
Cup has faithfully reflected foot-
ball’s increased competitiveness, as 

for the first time ever, teams from 
all continents have advanced to the 

round of 16. Likewise, three teams from 
the AfC (Australia, Japan and Korea 

republic) have reached the knockout 
stages – a competition record for the 
Asian confederation, which previously 
only had two, in 2002 and 2010. equally 
remarkably, for the second time, two Af-
rican teams (Senegal and Morocco) have 
reached the knockout stages – the last oc-
casion being in 2014.

History was also made by Stéph-
anie frappart, who not only became the 
first woman to officiate a fIfA World 
Cup match, but also, together with Neuza 
Back and Karen Díaz Medina, formed the 
first all-female trio to take charge. Against 
Ghana, Portuguese star Cristiano ronaldo 
achieved another incredible milestone by 
becoming the first player to score at five edi-
tions of the tournament. Many matches have 

attracted the best audiences of the year in their 
respective countries, with england v. USA be-

coming the most watched men’s football match 
on US television ever.

“the outcome of the group stage shows the 
extent to which more countries have acquired the 
tools to compete at the highest level,” said fIfA’s 
Chief of Global football Development, Arsène 
Wenger. “this is the result of better preparation 
and analysis of the opponents, which is also a re-
flection of a more equal access to technology. It is 
very much in line with fIfA’s efforts to increase 
football’s competitiveness on a global scale.”

A world gathering in Doha
As the group stage wrapped up last night, the 

fIfA fan festival welcomed its one millionth visi-
tor. Besides the official tournament venues, Doha’s 
seaside promenade – the Corniche – has attracted 
more than two million people since the start of 
the tournament, with the traditional Souq Waqif 
market becoming another hotspot for fans from 
around the world. Uruguayan and Korean fans 

can be proud of having reached a mighty 131 

decibels at their match at education City Stadium 
– a noise akin to that heard at a live rock concert.

the most compact fIfA World Cup since the 
inaugural edition in 1930 is also benefiting fans, 
teams and media representatives, with the option 
of attending several matches and entertainment 
activities per day, while operations continue to run 
smoothly. During the group stage, the Doha Metro 
and Lusail tram networks notched up 9.19 million 
trips, with a daily average of 707,032 passengers. 

the two international airports are comfortably 
accommodating the influx of fans and teams – so 

far, 2 million Hayyas (fan IDs) applications have 
been received, with fans from Saudi Arabia, India, 
the USA, the United Kingdom and Mexico at the 
top of the list for tournament attendance to date. 
In spite of the unprecedented condensed footprint, 
with 24 teams staying within a 10km radius of each 
other, players and officials have also smoothly 
transferred 3,321 times in and around Doha.

“It’s been a fantastic World Cup, with ground-
breaking figures and memorable moments both 
on and off the pitch. fans are having an amazing 
time in Doha, and the whole world is following with 
excitement on tV as new records as set every day,” 
said fIfA COO World Cup, Colin Smith. “What 
some saw as a challenge, we saw as an opportunity. 
teams, media and spectators are enjoying more 
matches, more festivals, more football, more fun – 
the compact footprint is comfortably addressing the 
influx of visitors through state-of-the-art infrastruc-
ture and thorough operational plans.” “together 
with the host country, we are constantly monitor-
ing and addressing any situation that arises, but the 
figures already achieved and the fans celebrating 
together in a joyful and peaceful way throughout 
this group stage speak for themselves – we are on 
track to deliver a successful and unforgettable fIfA 
World Cup.”

GroundbreakinG facts 
as Qatar 2022 Group 

staGe wraps up
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Cumulative 
attendance of 

2.45 million 
spectators for the 48 

matches in the tournament to 
date, surpassing 2018 

figure for the group 
stage

88,966 
spectators 

attended Argentina vs. 
Mexico in Lusail Stadium, 
the largest FIFA World Cup 
attendance since the 1994 

FIFA World Cup final.
 1 mn+ visitors to date 

have attended the 
FIFA Fan Festival

16 teams 
remain in the FIFA 

World Cup Qatar 2022 
and the first time that the 

finals will feature teams from 
all continents in the  

knockout phase.
48 matches have been 

played and 16 
matches remain.

13 days of 
tournament play 

have been completed 
and 16 days remain until 

the final. 
1 team to be crowned FIFA 

World Cup Qatar 2022 
winners on Sunday, 18 

December 



Iran to start building nuclear 
plant in south-west

DPA 
BERLIN 

IRAN is set to start the con-
struction of a nuclear power 
plant in the south-west of 
the country, after decades of 
planning the project.

Nuclear chief Mohammad 
Eslami accompanied a delega-
tion to the Darkhoveyn site on 
the border with Iraq for this 
purpose, Iranian news agency 
ISNA reported on Saturday.

The pressurised water re-
actor in the province of Khuz-
estan is to have a capacity of 
300 megawatts, ISNA wrote.

Talks about the project 
near Darkhoveyn, also writ-
ten Darkhovin, date back to 
the time before the Islamic 
Revolution in 1979. The con-
struction near the Karun river 
was announced 14 years ago.

Earlier, Iran had courted 
foreign partners for the con-
struction. The nuclear power 
plant is set to be built by Ira-
nian companies within eight 
years. According to ISNA, the 
costs are the equivalent of 

about $2bn.
There has been a dispute 

about Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme for years.

The Islamic Republic em-
phasises that it will only use 

nuclear energy for civilian 
purposes. However, the US 
and Israel, among others, ac-
cuse the country of striving 
for nuclear weapons.

Former US president Don-
ald Trump unilaterally with-
drew the US from an interna-
tional agreement restricting 
Iran’s nuclear programme.

Negotiations to revive it 
are currently on hold.

Talks about the project near 
Darkhoveyn, also written 
Darkhovin, date back to the 
time before the Islamic 
Revolution in 1979. 
According to the ISNA, the 
costs are the equivalent of 
about $2bn. 

UN says Myanmar uses death penalty to ‘crush’ opposition
AGENCIES 

MYANMAR’S military govern-
ment is using capital punish-
ment as a tool to crush op-
position to its rule and has 
sentenced more than 130 op-
ponents of the regime to death 
since February 2021, a senior 
United Nations official said.

UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights Volker Turk said 
on Friday that at least seven 
university students were sen-
tenced to death behind closed 
doors on Wednesday, and there 
are reports that as many as four 
more youth activists were also 
sentenced on Thursday.

Turk called for a suspen-
sion of all executions and for 
Myanmar’s military rulers to 
place a moratorium on the use 
of the death penalty.

“The military continues 
to hold proceedings in secre-
tive courts in violation of basic 
principles of fair trial and con-
trary to core judicial guarantees 
of independence and impartial-
ity,” he said in a statement.

The military had also 
shown a disdain for regional 
and international peace ef-
forts “by resorting to use death 

sentences as a political tool to 
crush opposition”, the UN chief 
said.

The Students’ Union of 
Dagon University in Yangon – 
the country’s largest city – an-
nounced on Thursday that sev-
en university students between 
the ages of 18 and 24 who were 
arrested on April 21 had been 
sentenced to death on Wednes-
day by a military court in Yan-
gon’s Insein prison.

An executive member of 
the Dagon University Stu-
dents’ Union told The Associ-
ated Press that the seven were 
accused of links to an urban 
armed movement opposed to 
military rule and were con-
victed of murder for allegedly 
taking part in shooting a bank 
branch manager in April.

About 2,000 people have 
also been killed since the mili-
tary seized power and toppled 
the democratically elected gov-
ernment of Aung San Suu Kyi, 
said Duwa Lashi La, the head of 
a parallel civilian government 
established in opposition to the 
military regime.

Duwa Lashi La, the acting 
president of the National Unity 
Government (NUG), which 

is comprised of remnants of 
the administration of deposed 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi and 
others, told Reuters on Thurs-
day that the death toll was high 
but it was “the price we must 
pay” to resist the military.

The crushing of peace-
ful protests against military 
rule has now fuelled a popular 
armed resistance movement 
and that, in turn, has increased 
repression by the military, par-
ticularly in rural areas.

In late July, the military 
hanged four political activists 
in the country’s first executions 
in at least 30 years.

The hangings prompted 
condemnation from Western 
nations and the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), which has sought to 
defuse the crisis with a five-
point peace plan that the mili-
tary government has failed to 
implement.

While Western nations 
have voiced support for the 
NUG and sanctioned military 
commanders and companies, 
they have stopped short of sup-
plying military aid for the op-
position and say that ASEAN 
is the best placed to resolve the 
crisis peacefully.

In this file photo taken in 2021, protesters hold the Myanmar Student Union 
flag during a flash mob demonstration against the military coup in Yangon. 
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MOSCOW/WASHINGTON: US whistleblower Edward Snowden has 
defended his choice to accept Russian citizenship against criticism. 
“I am in Russia because the White House deliberately cancelled my 
passport to detain me here,” Snowden tweeted. “They brought down 
the President of Bolivia’s diplomatic plane to prevent me from leav-
ing the country and continue to impede my freedom of movement 
to this day.” Snowden was referring to a 2013 incident in which the 
Bolivian president’s plane was forced to touch down in Austria be-
cause overflight rights to other European countries were denied. The 
incident came as the plane was departing Russia, amid speculation 
that Snowden might be on board. Russian President Vladimir Putin 
granted Snowden Russian citizenship in September. Snowden also 
received a Russian passport this week. Snowden is wanted by the 
US because, in 2013, he gave journalists documents on the spying 
activities of the US National Security Agency (NSA) and its British 
counterpart GCHQ. The 39-year-old has repeatedly made it clear 
that he has applied for asylum in Russia out of necessity because 
he is threatened with extradition to the US in other countries. (DPA)

Whistleblower Snowden defends 
acceptance of Russian citizenship

News 
in brief

Deadly incident in West Bank sparks 
online controversy
RAMALLAH/TEL AVIV: A deadly incident in the West Bank in which 
a Palestinian was shot at close range by an Israeli policeman has 
led to fierce debates on social media. There were accusations from 
the Palestinian side of a “cold-blooded execution” of the 22-year-
old near Nablus on Friday. Israeli police, on the other hand, said 
the Palestinian was armed with a knife. He had first tried to enter 
the vehicle of an Israeli couple. He was then shot by the driver, an 
army officer on leave. He then inflicted a deep cut on the temple of 
a nearby policeman. Another policeman tried to arrest the attacker. 
The video shows a fight between the two, with two other men 
involved as well. According to Israeli police, the Palestinian tried to 
snatch the rifle from the policeman. The gun can be seen falling to 
the ground. The policeman then pulls out a handgun and shoots 
the Palestinian. He feared for his life and the lives of others in the 
vicinity, the policeman said. The Palestinian news agency WAFA 
wrote that the Palestinian was hit by four bullets. Israeli soldiers 
had prevented Palestinian ambulances from reaching the scene, 
it wrote. UN special envoy Tor Wennesland wrote in a tweet that 
he was “horrified” by the killing of the Palestinian. “Such incidents 
must be fully & promptly investigated, & those responsible held 
accountable.” Pro-Israeli Twitter users, on the other hand, defended 
the policeman’s actions as legitimate self-defence. (DPA)

Pakistan demands action after attack on 
embassy in Kabul

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has de-
manded that the Taliban rulers investigate and take action against 
the perpetrators of the assassination attempt on the country’s 
ambassador in Kabul. “I demand immediate investigation & 
action against perpetrators of this heinous act,” Sharif tweeted. 
The compound of the Pakistani embassy in Kabul came under 
attack on Friday, targeting the head of the mission, Ubaid-ur-
Rehman Nizamani. The ambassador was unharmed but a security 
guard was critically injured in the attack, according to the Foreign 
Ministry. Pakistan summoned the Afghan chargé d’affaires to 
convey Pakistan’s “deep concerns and anguish over the attack in 
Kabul on Pakistan’s head of mission,” the ministry said in a state-
ment. The Afghan official said that “attack was perpetrated by the 
common enemies of Pakistan and Afghanistan. The attack has 
been condemned by the Afghan leadership in the strongest pos-
sible terms at the highest level,” the statement added. “He also 
informed that the security of the Pakistani diplomatic missions 
had already been beefed up and assured that the Afghan authori-
ties would leave no stone unturned in bringing the perpetrators 
of this dastardly act to justice,” the statement said. The attack 
comes days after a Pakistani delegation visited Kabul to discuss 
cooperation amid escalating violence in the country and mistrust 
over clashes at the border.
THERE has been a surge in deadly violence by the Pakistani 
Taliban after their counterparts assumed power in Afghanistan in 
August 2021. Pakistan has not officially recognised the Taliban 
government - neither has any other country in the world. (DPA)

Twitter commits to fight against 
extremist content online: Macron

DPA 
WASHINGTON 

SOCIAL media platform Twit-
ter will commit to eliminating 
terrorist and extremist content 
online, French President Em-
manuel Macron has said.

Macron met new Twitter 
owner Elon Musk on a visit to 
the US and had a “clear and 
honest discussion,” the French 
prime minister tweeted on Fri-
day.

Macron said that Elon 
Musk confirmed Twitter’s par-
ticipation in the Christchurch 
Call initiative launched after 
terrorist attacks in New Zea-
land. “There is no place for 
terrorist and violent extremist 
content anywhere,” Macron 
said.

Macron and Musk also 

spoke about “transparent user 
policies, significant reinforce-
ment of content moderation 
and protection of freedom of 
speech,” Macron said.

“Efforts have to be made by 
Twitter to comply with Euro-
pean regulations,” he added.

Since Musk’s takeover of 
Twitter, there have been wide-
spread concerns that more hate 
speech and abuse could end up 
on the platform under his lead-
ership and after the major job 
cuts he implemented.

Musk had raised such con-
cerns himself with repeated 
criticism that Twitter had re-
stricted freedom of speech on 
the platform too much.

Launched by Macron and 
New Zealand Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern in 2019, the 
Christchurch Call initiative saw 

world leaders team up with 
technology companies includ-
ing Facebook, YouTube and 
Google, to tackle terrorist and 
extremist content online.

The initiative is named 
after the New Zealand city 
where a gunman killed 51 peo-

ple in attacks on two mosques 
in 2019. He live-streamed 
the attacks on Facebook for 
17 minutes before the social 
media company removed the 
stream, and clips from the 
video then spread rapidly on-
line.

French President Emmanuel Macron arrives to speak about the rela-
tionship between Louisiana and France at the New Orleans Museum of 
Art (NOMA) in New Orleans, Louisiana on Friday. 

The  Christchurch Call initiative saw world 
leaders team up with technology companies to 
tackle terrorist and extremist content online.

US unveils $700m next-gen 
B-21 nuclear bomber

AGENCIES

THE United States has unveiled 
its latest high-tech strategic 
bomber – the B-21 Raider – 
which is capable of carrying 
a nuclear payload and can be 
flown without a crew on board.

The next-generation stealth 
bomber was rolled out at arm’s 
manufacturer Northrop Grum-
man’s facility in California dur-
ing a flashy ceremony attended 
by top US officials on Friday.

The US Air Force plans to 
buy at least 100 of the B-21 
aircraft, which comes with a 
$700m price tag per plane, a 
Northrop Grumman spokesper-
son said.

The unveiling of the new 
bombers comes at a time of 
heightened geopolitical ten-
sions between the US, Rus-
sia and China amid the war in 
Ukraine and the territorial in-
tegrity of Taiwan.

Russian and Chinese strate-
gic bombers flew a joint eight-
hour patrol over the western Pa-
cific on Wednesday in a display 
of ongoing military cooperation 
between the two nations.

China’s Defence Ministry 
called the mission a “routine” 
effort in bolstering defence ties 
with Russia.

Moscow and Beijing are also 

currently developing strategic 
stealth bombers – China’s Xian 
H-20 and Russia’s nuclear-ca-
pable Tupolev PAK DA – which 
are expected to compete with 
the B-21.

While the B-21 is capable of 
taking to the air without a pilot, 
the US Air Force said the air-
craft is “provisioned for the pos-
sibility, but there has been no 
decision to fly without a crew”.

“The B-21 Raider is the first 
strategic bomber in more than 
three decades,” US Defence 
Secretary Lloyd Austin said in a 
prepared statement at Friday’s 
event.

Austin touted the aircraft’s 
range and superior design.

“No other long-range bomb-
er can match its efficiency,” 

Austin said.
“Fifty years of advances in 

low-observable technology have 
gone into this aircraft,” he said.

“Even the most sophisti-
cated air defence systems will 
struggle to detect the B-21 in the 
sky.” The B-21, which carries a 
similar “flying wing” shape to its 
predecessor, will be capable of 
carrying conventional and nu-
clear weapons around the world 
using long-range and midair re-
fuelling capabilities.

Northrop Grumman has 
hailed the new planes as “the 
backbone of our future bomber 
force”.

The aerospace and design 
company said the long-range 
bomber’s first flight is expected 
to take place in 2023. 

US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin speaks at the B-21 Raider unveil-
ing ceremony at Northrop Grumman’s Air Force Plant 42 in California. 

Up to 700 
endangered 
Caspian seals 
found dead on 
Russian shore

DPA 
MOSCOW 

HUNDREDS of dead seals 
washed ashore on the Russian 
coast of the Caspian Sea, with 
the cause of their death unclear, 
authorities said on Saturday.

About 650 to 700 carcasses 
were found in Makhachkala, the 
coastal capital of the republic of 
Dagestan in the North Cauca-
sus. The Caspian seal has been 
classified as an endangered spe-
cies by the International Un-
ion for Conservation of Nature 
since 2008. Their population 
has declined by around 90 per-
cent during the past century, 
due in large part to pollution 
from oil extraction and refining. 
The seals are often victims of oil 
spills, poaching and overfishing. 

The investigation into what 
caused the mass die-off was un-
der way.

The Caspian seal has been 
classified as an endangered 
species. 



Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QNB Group has been named 
‘Best SME Bank in Qatar’ and 
‘Best SME Bank in Middle East’ 
2023 by Global Finance maga-
zine.

The awards highlight 
QNB’s effort to support SMEs 
to continue their day-to-day 
operations including working 
capital and trade products to 
expand their facilities.

Global Finance magazine 
honoured the top performers 
among banks and other finan-
cial services providers, who 
showed excellence in the Small 
and Midsize Enterprises sec-
tor in the Middle East. These 
awards have become a trusted 
standard of excellence for the 
global financial community

QNB has a dedicated 
center, which serves as a 
‘One-Stop-Shop’ premises 
for SMEs. The Bank offers a 
wide range of SME products 
that are tailored to the needs 
of businesses irrespective of 
the sector. With QNB, SMEs 
can also bundle several SME 
products together to obtain 
a complete solution for their 
banking requirements.

SMEs can also apply for a 
quick loan and if eligible access 
these funds within a matter of 
days, which is one of the fastest 

loan origination processes in 
the MENA region.

QNB Group, currently 
ranked as the most valuable 
bank brand in the Middle East 
and Africa, is proud to be the 
Official Middle East and Africa 
Supporter of the FIFA World 
Cup 2022.

Through its subsidiaries 

and associate companies, the 
Group extends to more than 30 
countries across three conti-
nents providing a comprehen-
sive range of advanced prod-
ucts and services. The total 
number of employees is 27,000 
operating through 1000 loca-
tions, with an ATM network of 
more than 4,700 machines.

Global Finance names 
QNB ‘Best SME Bank’ 
in Qatar, Middle East
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IMF chief sees 
higher chance 
of global growth 
below 2% in 
2023 paGE 10

Tribune news neTwork
Doha 

OIl futures slipped 1.5 per-
cent in choppy trading on Fri-
day ahead of a meeting of the 
Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries and its 
allies (OPEC+) on Sunday and 
an EU ban on Russian crude                  
on Monday. 

Brent crude futures settled 
down $1.31, a 1.5 percent drop, 
at $85.57 per barrel. US WTI 
crude futures fell $1.24, or 1.5 
percent, to $79.98 per barrel. 

Both contracts dipped in 
and out of negative territory 
but notched their first weekly 
gains at around 2.5 percent 
and 5 percent, respectively, 
after three consecutive weeks                              
of drops. 

OPEC+ is widely expected 
to stick to its latest target of re-
ducing oil production by 2 mil-
lion barrels per day (bpd) when 
it meets on Sunday, but some 
analysts believe that crude 
prices could drop if the group 
does not make further cuts.

Russian oil output could 
fall by 500,000 to 1 million bpd 
early in 2023 due to the Euro-
pean Union ban on seaborne 
imports from Monday.

Poland agreed to the EU’s 
deal for a $60 per barrel price 
cap on Russian seaborne oil, 
allowing the bloc to move for-
ward with formally approving 

the deal over the weekend. Eu-
ropean Commission President 
Ursula von der leyen said the 
Russian oil price cap will be 
adjustable over time so that 
the union can react to market 
developments.

Asian spot lNG prices rose 
for the second consecutive week 
on higher gas prices in Europe 
where a cold spell is on the ho-
rizon, but ample Asian invento-
ries are expected to curb prices 
in the coming weeks. 

The average lNG price for 
January delivery into north-
east Asia was $35 per mmBtu, 
up $4, or 13 percent, from 
the previous week, industry 
sources estimated. Much of the 
Northeast Asian price gains 
this week have been driven by 
the rise in European lNG and 
gas hub prices, as the market 
reacts to the potential for cargo 

flows out of the Pacific to Eu-
rope if enough of a premium is 
sustained, analysts said. 

In the US, natural gas fu-
tures dropped 46 cents, or 
6.8 percent, to settle at $6.28 
per mmBtu on Friday on a 
delayed restart for the Free-
port lNG export plant in 
Texas until the end of the year 
from mid-December, pending                                      
regulatory approval. 

For the week, the contract 
was down about 11 percent. 
Forecasts for milder weather 
and lower demand over the 
next two weeks than previously 
expected were also among the 
bearish factors weighing on 
prices. Milder weather should 
allow utilities to leave more 
gas in storage. Gas stockpiles 
were about 2.4 percent below 
the five-year (2017-2021) av-
erage for this time of year.

Oil dips ahead of OPEC+ 
meet, EU Russian oil ban
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REUTERS
NEW YORK 

INTERNATIONAL Monetary 
Fund Managing Director 
Kristalina Georgieva said on 
Thursday the chance of global 
growth falling below 2 percent 
next year was increasing due 
to continued effects of the war 
in Ukraine and simultaneous 
slowdowns in Europe, China 
and the United States.

Georgieva told the Reuters 
NEXT conference that she was 
particularly concerned about 
the slowdown in China be-
cause the world’s second-larg-
est economy has been a strong 
engine of global growth.

The IMF will update its eco-
nomic outlook in January and 
the picture “has darkened re-
cently on the basis of what we 
see in consumer sentiment, in 
investor sentiment,” she said.

German Chancellor Scholz 
meets with representatives 
of international financial 

and economic organisations                         
in Berlin

The IMF in October cut its 
global growth forecast for 2023 
to 2.7 percent, compared to a 
2.9 percent forecast in July, 
amid colliding pressures from 
the war in Ukraine, high energy 
and food prices, inflation and 
sharply higher interest rates, 
warning that conditions could 
worsen significantly next year.

At the time, the IMF put a 
25 percent probability of global 
growth falling below 2 percent 
next year - a phenomenon that 
has occurred only five times 
since 1970 and said there was a 
more than 10 percent chance of 
a global GDP contraction.

“We are concerned that this 
probability may be going a bit 
further up,” Georgieva said on 
Thursday, citing the impact 
of Russia’s “senseless war” in 
Ukraine on the economy of 
Europe, and the simultane-
ous slowdowns in the United 
States, Europe and China.

IMF chief sees 
higher chance 
of global growth 
below 2% in 2023

AGENCIES 
MUMBAI 

MIGRANT workers from India are on 
track to send home a record amount 
of money this year, boosting the fi-
nances of Asia’s third-largest econ-
omy poised to retain its spot as the 
world’s top recipient of remittances.

Remittance flows to India will rise 
12 percent to reach $100 billion this 
year, according to a World Bank re-
port. That puts its inflows far ahead 
of countries including Mexico, China 
and the Philippines.

Highly-skilled Indian migrants 
living in wealthy nations such as the 
US, UK, and Singapore were send-
ing more money home, according to 
the report. Over the years, Indians 
have moved away from doing lower-
paid work in places like the Gulf. 
Wage hikes, record-high employ-
ment and a weakening rupee also                                             
supported growth.

Inflows from the world’s largest 
diaspora are a key source of cash for 
India, which lost almost $100 bil-
lion of foreign exchange reserves in 
the past year amid tightening global 
conditions that weakened curren-
cies including the rupee against the 
dollar. Remittances, accounting for 
nearly 3 percent of India’s gross do-
mestic product, are also important for                         
filling fiscal gaps.

Cash transfers to India from high-
income countries climbed to more 
than 36 percent in 2020-21, up from 
26 percent in 2016-17. The share from 
five Gulf countries, including Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emir-
ates, declined to 28 percent from 54 
percent in the same period, the World 
Bank said, citing Reserve Bank of In-
dia data.

The trend isn’t uniform across 
South Asia. Remittances earned by 
migrants from Bangladesh, Pakistan 

and Sri Lanka are expected to drop 
this year, the World Bank noted, as 
domestic and external shocks hit 
those countries especially hard.

“Migrants responded to exchange 
rate depreciations in home countries 
by sending less money through formal 
channels and opting for black-market 
premia in the parallel exchange mar-
kets,” the report said.

The report said that remittance 
flows to low- and middle-income 
countries are set to increase 5 per cent 
on an annual basis to $626 billion in 
2022 despite global macroeconomic 
headwinds.

However, the projected increase in 
remittances this year is lower than the 
10.2 percent growth recorded in 2021, 
the Washington-based lender said in 
its migration and development brief.

“Migrants help to ease tight la-
bour markets in host countries while 
supporting their families through re-
mittances,” Michal Rutkowski, global 
director for social protection and jobs 
at the World Bank, said.

Global remittance flows to poor 
and middle-income countries grew 
to $589 billion in 2021, according to 
an earlier World Bank report. The five 
most common destinations for remit-
tances were India, China, Mexico, the 
Philippines and Egypt.

A reopening of host economies as 
the Covid-19 pandemic receded sup-
ported migrants’ employment and 
their ability to continue helping their 
families back home. However, rising 
prices adversely affected migrants’ 
real incomes, the report said.

In countries that experienced 

scarcity of foreign exchange and 
multiple exchange rates, officially re-
corded remittance flows declined as 
flows shifted to alternative channels 
offering better rates, according to the 
research.

The bank said remittance flows 
are estimated to have increased by 
9.3 per cent in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, 3.5 per cent in South Asia, 
2.5 per cent in the Middle East and 
North Africa and 0.7 per cent in East 
Asia and the Pacific.

The percentage increase in remit-
tances to the Mena region slowed in 
2022, compared with 2021 — with 
$63 billion sent home this year. This 
was because of the erosion of real 
wage gains in the eurozone and oc-
curred despite demand for remittanc-
es in home countries increasing amid 

deteriorating conditions, the World 
Bank said.

Cash transfers to the Mena region 
are projected to grow by 2 percent in 
2023, it added.

Inflows to sub-Saharan Africa are 
likely to have increased by 5.2 percent 
in 2022 compared with a 16.4 per 
cent increase last year, mainly due to 
strong flows to Nigeria and Kenya.

Remittance flows are estimated to 
have increased 10.3 per cent to Eu-
rope and Central Asia, where rising 
oil prices and demand for migrant 
workers in Russia supported remit-
tances, the World Bank said.

In Ukraine, remittance growth is 
estimated at 2 per cent, while hand-
carried money transfers likely in-
creased, the lender added.

Labour shortages in the hospital-
ity and health sectors of high-income 
economies and higher oil prices bene-
fiting GCC countries boosted demand 
for workers in 2022, which supported 
remittances to the East Asia and Pa-
cific region, the report said.

Meanwhile, stronger employment 
of migrants from Latin America in 
the US contributed to higher remit-
tance flows to Latin America and the                        
Caribbean.

Remittances to India were en-
hanced by wage hikes and a strong 
labour market in the US and other 
OECD countries, the World Bank said.

The global average cost of sending 
$200 remained high at 6 per cent in 
the second quarter of 2022, the World 
Bank said.

It is cheapest to send money via 
mobile operators at 3.5 per cent, but 
digital channels account for less than 
1 per cent of total transaction volume.

Average remittance costs were the 
lowest in sub-Saharan Africa at 3.4 
per cent, while Europe and Central 
Asia have the highest average cost at 
6.4 per cent, the report added.

World topping $100 bn in remittances head to India in 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

QATAR National Bank (QNB) 
has said that inflation has been 
driven by demand and supply 
factors that are often amplified 
by exogenous shocks or non-
economic factors.

According to QNB weekly 
report, elevated inflation has 
been a dominant topic through-
out this year. 

On the demand side, it 
is mostly a product of excess 
consumption created by ultra-
loose monetary and fiscal poli-
cies in advanced economies.

On the supply side, it is 
negatively affected by supply-
chain constraints, tight labour 
markets and the persistent lack 
of investment in extracting fos-
sil fuels. 

Supply-side constraints 
have been recently magnified 
by the war in Ukraine, which 
caused a surge in energy and 
commodity prices in early 2022.

It added high or chronic in-
flation is oftentimes a phenom-
enon experienced by emerging 
markets (EM). This is also true 
in times where inflation is a con-
cern across the globe. The report 
sheds further light on the differ-
ent drivers of EM inflation.

The report said that high 
level of inflation in Central and 
Eastern Europe (CEE) this year 
is primarily due to their more 
direct exposure to higher en-
ergy prices caused by the War in 
Ukraine. Although energy prices 
have risen globally, it is more 
difficult for countries in CEE 
to substitute their energy away 
from gas, which has been cheap-
ly supplied to them by Russia for 
most of the past decade. 

Going forward, we would 
expect high inflation in CEE to 
ease back, as base-effects cause 
energy price spikes to fall out of 
year-on-year comparisons.

It pointed out that inflation 

in Latin America (LATAM) is 
more moderate due to several 
factors. First of all, the region 
did not experience the same 
monetary policy support with 
excessive liquidity injection 
throughout the pandemic.

Secondly, several LATAM 
central banks prevented an up-
coming inflationary cycle and 

frontloaded interest rate hikes 
last year, when inflation was 
still nascent.

This was in contrast to most 
major central banks, which 
were late to recognize the sig-
nificance of the post-pandemic 
inflationary shock. 

Moreover, large compo-
nents of global inflation are 

associated with commodities, 
particularly food and energy 
prices. As LATAM is itself a net 
commodity exporting region, it 
has benefited from higher rev-
enues and incomes.

More aggressive central 
banks and positive commod-
ity revenues supported some 
LATAM currencies, preventing 
the spike in imported prices 
that EM countries experienced 
elsewhere.

The outlook for inflation in 
LATAM is for a moderate eas-
ing of inflation, again mainly 
due to base effects, but also in 
the context of reduced political 
uncertainty with the conclu-
sion of the presidential election 
in Brazil.

It added inflation in Asia 
Pacific is the lowest for two 
main reasons. First, is the dis-
inflationary impulse from the 
persistent weakness of activ-
ity in China. And second, the 
relative strength of Asian cur-
rencies, which typically benefit 
from relatively strong exter-
nal positions and substantial                            
reserve buffers.

An additional factor that 
has helped keep inflation low in 
Asia is the fact that commodity 
exports have allowed Malay-
sia and Indonesia to reduce                           
inflation via subsidies. 

Looking forward and as-
suming Chinese growth ac-
celerates, as we expect, then 
we would expect Asian econo-
mies to experience stronger 
inflationary pressures. As a re-
sult, Asian central banks may 
need to follow the Feds rate 
hikes more aggressively going                        
forward.

The report concluded by 
saying that inflation in Asia Pa-
cific has been much lower than 
in Europe or Latin America. 
“But we expect this divergence 
in inflation pressures across 
EM regions to moderate next 
year,” it said.

What drives divergent 
emerging market inflation?
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Efforts to boost energy ef-
ficiency have picked up pace 
this year across the globe as 
governments and consumers 
responded to elevated energy 
prices and fuel supply disrup-
tion, but they fell short of the 
required level needed to meet 
climate change targets, the 
International Energy Agency 
(IEA) said.

Global investment in ener-
gy efficiency — such as building 
renovations, public transport 
and electric car infrastructure 
— rose to $560 billion in 2022, 
a 16 percent rise on an annual 
basis, according to the IEA’s 
latest market report.

“the oil shocks of the 1970s 
led to a massive push by gov-
ernments on energy efficiency, 
resulting in substantial im-
provements in the energy effi-
ciency of cars, appliances and 
buildings,” said fatih Birol, 
IEA’s executive director.

“Amid today’s energy crisis, 
we are seeing signs that energy 
efficiency is once again being 
prioritised,” he said. “Energy 
efficiency is essential for deal-
ing with today’s crisis, with its 
huge potential to help tackle 
the challenges of energy afford-
ability, energy security and cli-
mate change.”

the global energy crisis, 
made worse by russia’s war in 
the Ukraine, has trigged con-
cerns over energy security and 
the inflationary effect of el-
evated energy prices on econo-
mies and livelihoods around                            
the world.

Preliminary data by the 
IEA indicates that this year the 
global economy has used en-
ergy 2 per cent more efficiently 
than it did in 2021, a rate of im-
provement almost four times 
that of the past two years and 
almost double the rate of the 
past five.

However, this falls below 
the energy efficiency rates 
needed to meet climate change 
goals.

Efficiency improvements 
need to average about 4 per 
cent a year this decade to align 
with the IEA’s scenario for                    
net-zero emissions by 2050.

the Paris-based agency has 
called on governments to pri-
oritise efforts to improve en-
ergy efficiency in buildings and 
transport, as goals to reduce 
carbon emissions and curb 
rising temperatures cannot be 
met by focusing only on invest-
ment in renewable energy.

the electrification of trans-
port and heating has picked up 
pace, with one in every eight 
cars sold globally now elec-
tric, and almost 3 million heat 
pumps sold this year in Eu-
rope alone — up from 1.5 mil-
lion in 2019 — as they become 
an increasingly cost-effective                       

heating source, according to 
the agency.

Existing building codes are 
also being strengthened and 
new rules are being introduced 
in emerging and developing 
economies, while a rising wave 
of energy-saving awareness 
campaigns is helping millions 
of citizens better manage their 
use of domestic power, it said.

All governments in south-
east Asia, for example, are now 
developing policies for effi-
cient cooling, vital for a region 
with one of the fastest rates of 
growth in electricity demand,     
it added.  

Push for energy efficiency 
picks up pace in 2022 as 
fuel prices soar, IEA says Agencies 

New York 

formEr treasury secretary 
Lawrence summers has said 
that the federal reserve will 
probably need to raise interest 
rates more than markets are 
currently expecting, thanks to 
stubbornly high inflationary 
pressures.

“We have a long way to go 
to get inflation down” to the 
fed’s target, summers told 
Bloomberg television’s “Wall 
street Week” with David Wes-
tin. As for fed policymakers, “I 
suspect they’re going to need 
more increases in interest rates 
than the market is now judging 
or than they’re now saying.”

Interest-rate futures sug-
gest traders expect the fed to 
raise rates to about 5 per cent by 
may 2023, compared with the 
current target range of 3.75 per 
cent to 4 per cent. Economists 
expect a 50-basis point increase 
at the December 13-14 policy 
meeting, when fed officials are 
also scheduled to release fresh 
projections for the key rate.

“six is certainly a scenario 
we can write,” summers said 
with regard to the peak percent-
age rate for the fed’s bench-
mark. “And that tells me that 
five is not a good best guess.”

summers was speak-
ing hours after the latest Us 
monthly jobs report showed 
an unexpected jump in average 
hourly earnings gains. He said 
those figures showcased con-
tinuing strong price pressures 
in the economy.

“for my money, the best 
single measure of core underly-
ing inflation is to look at wag-
es,” said  summers, a Harvard 
University professor and paid 
contributor to Bloomberg tel-
evision. “my sense is that infla-

tion is going to be a little more 
sustained than what people are 
looking for.”

Average hourly earnings 
rose 0.6 per cent in November 
in a broad-based gain that was 
the biggest since January, and 
were up 5.1 per cent from a year 
earlier. Wages for production 
and nonsupervisory workers 
climbed 0.7 per cent from the 
prior month, the most in al-
most a year.

While a number of Us indi-
cators have suggested limited 
impact so far from the fed’s 
tightening campaign, summers 
cautioned that change tends to 
occur suddenly.

“there are all these mecha-
nisms that kick in,” he said. “At 
a certain point, consumers run 
out of their savings and then 
you have a Wile E Coyote kind 
of moment,” he said in refer-
ence to the cartoon character 
that falls off a cliff.

In the housing market, 
there tends to be a sudden rush 
of sellers putting their proper-
ties on the market when prices 
start to drop, he said. And “at 
a certain point, you see credit 
drying up,” forcing repayment 
problems, he said.

Fed needs to raise rates 
more than markets expect 
to tame inflation: Summers

Agencies 
LoNdoN 

oIL prices remained steady on 
friday, heading for a weekly 
gain, buoyed by prospects of 
opec+ not increasing crude 
supply when it meets next week 
and easing of Covid-19 restric-
tions by China that will help 
boost demand in the world’s 
biggest oil-importing economy.

Brent, the benchmark for 
two thirds of the world’s oil, 
was trading marginally lower 
at $86.60 a barrel at 2.41pm 
Qatar time. West texas Inter-
mediate, the gauge that tracks 
Us crude, was down 0.36 per 
cent at $80.93 a barrel.

China, the world’s second-
largest economy, is easing 
pandemic-related movement 
restrictions that have slowed 
economic momentum and 
dented crude demand.

In Zhengzhou, a large me-
tropolis on the Huang river, 
businesses have reopened and 
home quarantine has been 
slashed for close contacts of 
Covid-positive cases in other 
cities, AfP reported.

In the capital Beijing, daily 
testing requirements have also 
been relaxed, with people who 
do not leave home frequently, 
including the elderly and on-
line students, now exempt 
from daily testing.

However, a negative test 
result within the previous 48 
hours will still be required for 
entry to various public places 
including shopping centres and 
restaurants.

Lockdowns have been lifted 
in several districts in the indus-
trial city of Guangzhou.

oil prices are also support-
ed by expectations that opec+ 
will not increase supply when it 

meets next week.
“oil prices are on track to 

record solid gains for this week 
as traders are optimistic that 
the upcoming gathering next 
week isn’t going to increase 
the supply and oil demand 
will improve in China,” Naeem 
Aslam, chief market analyst at                          
Avatrade, said.

the 23-member super-
group will meet on sunday to 
decide its future policy after the 
producers had agreed to reduce 
output target by 2 million bar-
rels per day amid demand con-
cerns during their last meeting 
in october.

traders are also watching 

for further details on the G7-led 
price cap on russian seaborne 
oil, with the European Union 
closing in on a $60 per bar-
rel price cap before a deadline                       
on monday.

 “the Kremlin has threat-
ened countries that abide by 
the cap with being cut off which 
will leave some in a very un-
comfortable position, choosing 
between losing access to cheap 
russian crude or facing G7 
sanctions,” Craig Erlam, senior 
market analyst at oanda said.

“As ever, the devil will be 
in the detail. But one thing 
is clear, crude carries signifi-
cantly more weekend risk and 

could be extremely volatile on 
the open next week.” 

oil prices remained vola-
tile this year amid the russia-
Ukraine conflict, Covid-19-re-
lated movement restrictions 
in China, supply disruption in 
Libya after the closure of some 
oilfields and growing reces-
sion fears hitting fuel demand                  
globally.

Brent touched almost $140 
per barrel in march as a result 
of the Ukraine crisis but fell 
in the subsequent months as 
central banks from developed 
nations increased interest 
rates and concerns grew over                               
global economic growth.

Crude oil set for weekly gain on 
hopes of steady Opec+ supply 

Oil prices are also supported by expectations that Opec+ will not increase supply when it meets next week.

Global investment in energy efficiency such as building renovations, public transport and electric car                              
infrastructure rose to $560 billion in 2022.
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ACross Wall street, this year’s 
bleak expectations for banker 
bonuses are rapidly proving 
true, as a slump in dealmaking 
ends the industry’s war for tal-
ent and firms regain the upper 
hand in setting pay.

JPmorgan Chase, Bank 
of America and Citigroup are 
all weighing plans to cut bo-
nus pools for their investment 
bankers by as much as 30 per 
cent, according to people with 
knowledge of the internal de-
liberations. some firms are 
planning to give low perform-
ers no reward at all. the pro-
posals are still under discus-
sion and could change in the 
coming weeks, the people said.

such are the early snap-
shots of the industry’s year-
end bonuses after corporate 
dealmaking and sales of new 
securities waned amid 2022’s 
market swoon. Investment 
banking revenue across the five 
biggest Us banks plummeted 
47 per cent — a whopping 
$18.8 billion decline — in the 
first nine months. At Goldman 
sachs, even traders who reeled 
in more aren’t immune to                                                                       
bonus cuts.

for legions of bankers and 
traders, their annual bonuses 
can stretch into millions of 
dollars and is many multiples 
of their annual salary. Wall 
streeters spend months bank-
ing on their bonuses to pay for 
tony private schools, luxury va-
cation homes and private-club 
memberships.

Less than a year ago, em-
ployers were locked in a vicious 
bidding war for talent, with 
some firms forgoing firings 
almost entirely as they strug-

gled to maintain adequate staff-
ing. Dismissals restarted a few 
months ago and now, with a 
growing number of Wall street-
ers freshly unemployed, banks 
have more leverage to keep a 
lid on pay. many employees 
lack other viable options.

 “star performers will be 
looked after,” said Anthony 
Keizner, a managing partner at 

the executive search firm od-
yssey search Partners. “But as 
opposed to highly compensat-
ing some bankers and letting 
go of others, it seems like the 
more common strategy will be 
to cut bonuses more broadly.”

representatives from JP-
morgan, Citigroup and Bank of 
America declined to comment.

It’s not all doom and gloom. 
rates and commodities traders 
have helped propel fixed-in-
come trading revenue to $53.7 
billion across Wall street, 
the second-best performance                    
on record.

At Bank of America and 
Citigroup, that means execu-
tives may hold bonus pools for 
traders around last year’s lev-
els, some of the people said.

Wall Street banks plan 
30 percent cut in bonuses 
amid dealmaking slump

Former US Treasury Secretary 
Lawrence Summers 

For legions of bankers and 
traders, their annual bonuses 
can stretch into millions of 
dollars and is many 
multiples of their annual 
salary. Wall Streeters spend 
months banking on their 
bonuses to pay for tony 
private schools, luxury 
vacation homes and 
private-club memberships.
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FIFA Fan Festival at Al Bidda
Park welcomes 1 million fans
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE FIFA Fan Festival at Al 
Bidda Park has welcomed 
more than 1 million fans since 
opening on the eve of the 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

To celebrate the mile-
stone, the lucky 1 millionth 
fan received a pair of tickets to 
the World Cup final at Lusail 
Stadium on December 18.

“I cannot believe that I am 
so lucky to be the 1 millionth 
guest at the FIFA Fan Festi-
val,” said Haytham. “Sara and 
I were coming here to have a 
good time and shortly after, 
I was standing on the main 
stage in front of thousands of 
people with a football signed 
by Cafu and Ronald de Boer, 
and with tickets to the final. It 
is just unbelievable!”

Haytham knows exactly 
which teams he would like to 
see in the final as he is hop-
ing for a battle of the legends: 
Lionel Messi versus Cristiano 
Ronaldo.

“Apart from my own team, 
Egypt, I also cheer for Brazil. 
But, this time, I am wishing 

for an Argentina versus Portu-
gal final so that the two great 
legends, Messi and Ronaldo, 
can play against each other in 
a World Cup final.”

After spending the day at 

the festival, Haytham said: 
“My highlight was the FIFA 
Museum. I enjoyed seeing 
the outstanding collection of 
World Cup shirts, dating back 
to the first tournament. There 

is a great atmosphere here, 
with many people from all 
over the world, and so many 
different activities and music.”

Situated within walking 
distance of the Doha Corniche, 

the FIFA Fan Festival is a cen-
tral meeting point for fans to 
celebrate their passion for the 
beautiful game. The 145,000 
sqm facility boasts a 40,000 
capacity and has welcomed 

an average of 70,000 visitors 
a day during the tournament.

The FIFA Fan Festival 
screens every FIFA World Cup 
match on giant screens and pro-
vides free entertainment with 
some of the most famous music 
stars from across the globe.

The festival is open every 
day, from 4pm to 2am, ca-
tering for every fan with its 
unique football and entertain-
ment programme featuring 
local and international artists 
such as Diplo, Kizz Daniel, 
Nora Fatehi, Trinidad Cardo-
na and Calvin Harris.

In addition, for the first 
time ever, the FIFA Fan Fes-
tival has an official anthem: 
‘Tukoh Taka’, from acclaimed 
music stars Nicki Minaj, 
Maluma and Myriam Fares. 
FIFA Sound – the game-
changing initiative that com-
bines the universal languages 
of music and football – collab-
orated with Universal Arabic 
Music and Republic Records 
on the hit song. The week of 
its release, the record reached 
number one on iTunes and 
was the most-watched music 
video on YouTube.

Safest World Cup by far, metro passengers say
MERIAM JELLITI 

DOHA 

“SAFE” was the key word most 
metro passengers chose to de-
scribe Qatar 2022, followed by 
security, peaceful, warm and 
welcoming. 

These words, used by a 
number of fans of different na-
tionalities present at the Metro, 
to express their feelings to-
wards the World Cup in Qatar, 
confirm that the tournament 
has witnessed the highest lev-
els of security and safety in the 
Cup’s history.

The complete absence of 
stadium riots, rowdy crowd be-
haviour, and the highest levels 
professional organisation have 
made Qatar 2022 deserving of 
the title of the safest tourna-
ment in World Cup history.

Sayed Ahmad from Egypt 
said that Qatar is witnessing 
the highest levels of security 
and safety in the history of the 
World Cup. It has been proven 
during these few days that the 
Qatar 2022 Championship en-
joys one of the highest levels of 
security and safety, as well as 
quiet professional and unob-
trusive organisation sans any 
crowd bickering.

He also said that the secu-
rity staff are very professional 
in their manners while deal-
ing with the crowds. They are 
gentle and respectful while 
explaining  the rules and laws. 
They do not show any sign of 
violence or discrimination.

Though Egypt is not play-

ing in the World Cup this year, 
Ahmad said he encouraged his 
friends and family to be part 
of this massive tournament by 
attending matches or the nu-
merous ongoing events in the 
country. “We are here to enjoy 
the game and that’s it”, he said.

Another fan from Tunisia 
expressed his happiness at be-
ing in Qatar for the first time. 
He expressed his keenness to 
visit the various places in Doha 
to attend events, and enjoy the 
World Cup atmosphere that is 
there all around.

“I know Tunisia is out of the 
tournament, but I’m willing to 
stay as long as I can and enjoy 
the wonderful atmosphere, the 
activities in the fan zones and 
the Corniche area,” he said. He 
described, the Corniche area 
as one of the most beautiful he 
has seen.

At Musheireb Metro sta-
tion, a large group of fans 
from Brazil were spotted. One 
of them, Alberto Senni said: 
“I congratulate Qatar for the 
exceptional organization of 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup.” 
Stressing that this edition of 
the tournament is the best so 
far, Senni pointed out that Qa-
tar has succeeded in creating 
the atmosphere in which visi-
tors of different cultures and 
ethnicity enjoy equal safety, 
security, respect and apprecia-
tion.

He added: “This tourna-
ment is unique, and it does 
not matter who wins. Qatar 
has proven its ability to suc-
cessfully organise such a mega 
event, and demonstrated that it 
can bring together people from 
different cultures. That’s what 
truly matters at the end.”

“There is a lot of false and 
misleading news about the 
World Cup, and this falsifica-
tion should not be paid atten-
tion to. There is no doubt that 
when you want to hold a big 
event, you will disturb some-
one, but it does not matter. We 
must respect one another, and 
we must treat everyone with 
respect. Fake news will vanish, 
and the beautiful impression 
left by the tournament will re-
main among football fans and 
the whole world”, he added.

Juan Santos, also from Bra-
zil, said: “Many fans from dif-
ferent countries can be seen 
enjoying themselves by wear-
ing Arab outfits and ghutras in 
the colours of their respective 
countries’ flags.

“I had no trouble mixing 
with the people of this wonder-
ful country,” said the Brazilian 

fan. “I see that people here are 
happy to see us wearing their 
traditional clothes,” he said.

Spanish fan Claudia Andres 
who was also at Musheireb 
Metro Station on her way to Al 
Bidaa fan zone, expressed her 
happiness at being in Qatar, 
considering her experience as 
valuable and unforgettable.

“I have never felt safer, I 
made friends and got to know 
the cultures of several coun-
tries, especially the Arab ones. 
Organising this great event 
for the first time in the Arab 
and Middle Eastern region is 
a game changer for the World 
Cup. Sport is a wonderful way 
to bring people and nations to-
gether”, she said. Claudia also 
stressed the importance of ex-
periencing Qatari hospitality 
and Islamic traditions in a dy-
namic and modern country.

The Qatar World Cup is at-
tended by a large number of 
people from different countries 
of the world who have come 
to follow an unprecedented 
World Cup, which is being held 
for the first time in an Arab and 
Middle Eastern country.

Meanwhile, transportation 
means continue to record high 
daily passenger numbers. As of 
Friday, 8,956 public transport 
bus trips ferried 268,274 pas-
sengers, while the number of 
metro and Lusail tram passen-
gers reached 802,730 (32,388 
tram passengers and 770,342 
metro passengers), according 
to a tweet by the Ministry of 
Transportation. The number 
of passengers on the Msheireb 
Tram and Education City Tram 
reached 9,208 (658 on the 
Msheireb Tram and 8,550 on 
the Education City Tram).
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 We had the game 
under control and could have 
scored another one. We
were almost punished for it in 
the last minute. There were a 
few scary moments but we 
made it through.

Lionel Messi

Messi
leads argentina  

into quarters in his 1,000th gaMe
DPA/FIFA

Doha

LioneL Messi celebrated his 
1,000th game as a professional 
footballer by scoring the open-
ing goal in Argentina’s 2-1 vic-
tory against Australia in the 
World Cup last 16 on Saturday.

Stubborn Australia had 
not given Argentina any space 
before being beaten by the ge-
nius of Messi; and Julian Alva-
rez got the second in the 57th 
after a howler from Socceroos 
goalkeeper Mathew Ryan.

But Argentina had to sweat 
it out after a shot from substi-
tute Craig Goodwin in the 77th 
took a huge deflection off enzo 
Fernandez to go in.

The victory earned Ar-
gentina a quarter-final date 
on Friday against the nether-
lands, who beat the US 3-1 in 
the day’s other last 16 game.

it will be their sixth World 
Cup meeting, including Ar-
gentina winning the 1978 final 
3-1, losing the 1998 quarter-fi-
nal 2-1, and winning the 2014 
semi-final 4-2 on penalties af-
ter a 0-0 deadlock.

“We had the game un-
der control and could have 
scored another one. We were 
almost punished for it in the 
last minute. There were a few 
scary moments but we made 
it through,” said Messi, who 
hopes to finally win the World 
Cup in his fifth and final at-
tempt.

“it wasn’t easy but i 
am very happy that we are 
through. We have to play eve-
ry three days but were looking 
forward to playing in front of 
our fans. We have to continue 
standing together as a team.” 
Australia forward Mathew 
Leckie said: “it hurts. 

“We came into the game 
to win. We had many chanc-
es and kept ourselves in the 
game. We saw that we are 
competitive, have a good fight-
ing and team spirit.”

it was a combine of experi-
ence and youth combined that 
saw Argentina prevail over Aus-
tralia as Messi cannily broke the 
deadlock and Julian Alvarez 
double the lead before the hour.

The Socceroos nonethe-
less gripped on to their towel. 
From one assault on the Al-
biceleste goal, Craig Good-
win’s fierce hit took a huge 
deflection off enzo Fernandez 

and halved the deficit. From 
another, Aziz Behich threat-
ened to score a goal of the 
tournament contender.

That proved the Aussies’ 
last shot. They return Down 
Under having done themselves 
proud. The Argentinians, de-
served winners overall, look 
ahead to a mouth-watering 
clash with the netherlands.

Both sides made one 
change from last group game, 
with Alejandro Gomez tak-
ing the place of not fully fit 
Angel di Maria as Argentina 
forward, and Australia having 
midfielder Keanu Baccus in 
for forward Goodwin.

Two-time champions Ar-
gentina dominated possession 

from the kick-off but there was 
no opening and Gomez fired 
over in the 17th after cutting 
in from the left after a long di-
agonal pass from Messi.

Messi briefly lost his tem-
per against Aziz Behich in the 
34th but one minute later the 
Argentina talisman opened 
the scoring with his third goal 
of the tournament which sent 
the large Argentine contingent 
in the stadium into a frenzy.

Messi played the ball back 
from the right to Alexis Mac 
Allister, who fed it into the 
penalty area to nicolas ota-
mendi. He laid it into the path 
of Messi who had run into the 
centre and slotted the ball into 
the far left corner past Ryan.

Argentina’s forward #10 Lionel Messi waves at the crowd after his 
team beat Australia 2-1 to move into the quarter-finals of FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on Saturday. (aFP)

Australia’s midfielder #26 Keanu Baccusand Australia’s defender 
#04 Kye Rowles react after Argentina’s second goal at the Ahmad 
Bin Ali Stadium on Saturday. (aFP)

Key moment
australia were defending infallibly. argentina hadn’t cre-
ated anything. Then messi decided enough was enough. 
He was involved in the build-up before collecting nicolas 
Otamendi’s lay-off and squeezing the ball into the bot-
tom corner.

Messi, at 35 
years and 162 days, 

became argentina’s 
oldest marksman in the 

World Cup. it was also Mes-
si’s ninth goal in the compe-
tition, taking him past diego 

Maradona and guillermo 
stabile among argentini-
ans, shy only of 10-goal 

gabriel Batistuta.

SCORELINE
Argentina 2 
Australia 1
Lionel Messi 35’, 
Julian alvarez 57’; Enzo 
Fernandez 77’ (oG).



Netherlands
confident
● “We have faith in 
ourselves, we have good 
players, we have to be 
strong together and see 
what happens,” Dumfries 
said. 

Praise for  
US team
● “It’s such a good group of 
guys, but we came up just a 
bit short today, but not for 
the lack of trying,” US coach 
Greg Berhalter said. 
 

dpa
Al RAyyAn, QAtAR

The Netherlands were led 
by Denzel Dumfries into the 
Qatar World Cup quarter-fi-
nals after beating the United 
States 3-1 on Saturday.

Dumfries provided two as-
sists and scored the goal that 
sealed Netherlands’ qualifica-
tion for the next round.

The Dutch opened the 
scoring in the 10th minute as 
Memphis Depay received the 
ball from Dumfries and fin-
ished off a beautiful team play 
from defence to attack.

Ahead of the break, and 
when the US looked closing 
to finding an equaliser, Daley 
Blind netted Dumfries’ low 
cross to extend the lead for 
the european side.

Cody Gakpo cleared Tim 
Ream’s header off the line 
early in the second half to 
keep Netherlands’ advantage 
safe but saw his team waste 
chances to put the game to 
bed.

As the US kept pressing 
for some late drama, haji 
Wright missed from a tight 
angle in the 75th, but pulled 
one back for the US just a 
minute later, sending home 
a cross from Christian Pulisic 
with a stunning looping ball 
into the far corner.

Their comeback, how-
ever, didn’t last long 
as Dumfries got on 
the scoreboard 
himself in the 
81st minute to 
wrap up mat-
ters.

“That’s a 
very impor-
tant win for 
us. We played a 
very good match, 
but I still think we 
can do better,” Dum-
fries said. “We have faith 
in ourselves, we have good 
players, we have to be strong 
together and see what hap-
pens.”

In the quarter-finals on 
Friday, the Netherlands will 
meet the winner of the clash 
between Argentina and Aus-
tralia later on Saturday.

“It’s such a good group of 
guys, but we came up just a 

bit short today, but not for the 
lack of trying,” US coach Greg 
Berhalter said.

“I’m really proud of this 
group but bitterly disap-

pointed.” Following Neth-
erlands’ early opener 

from Depay, the 
US slowly found 
their pace and 
looked like the 
most dominant 
team in the final 
10 minutes of 

the first half.
In the 42nd, 

Tim Weah fired a 
shot from outside the 

box, but his effort was 
blocked by Dutch keeper An-
dries Noppert.

The miss tasted even more 
frustrating when the Neth-
erlands extended their lead 
shortly before the break as 
Dumfries provided his second 
assist of the evening, this time 
a low cross for a first-time fin-
ish from Blind.

early in the second half, it 
was Ream’s turn to miss a big 

chance for the US as his head-
er after a corner was cleared 
off the line by Gakpo.

On the oth-
er side, the 

Dutch also saw 
keeper Matt Turner 

send Depay’s effort over 
the crossbar in the 61st. They 
were insistent, but still waste-
ful when Teun Koopmeiners’ 
strike was blocked in the 71st. 
On the rebound, Depay’s head-
er was saved by Turner.

Netherlands were lucky 
when Depay gave the ball 
away to the US and Wright 
couldn’t get his shot right, but 
made up for it shortly after 
with his stunning goal to give 
his side renewed hopes.

That didn’t last long, how-
ever, as Dumfries crowned his 
crucial performance with 
a late goal to avoid any 
other possible scare.

Netherlands’ 
defender Denzel 
Dumfries celebrates 
with Netherlands’ 
midfielder  Teun 
Koopmeiners after 
scoring his team’s 
third goal during the 
Qatar 2022 World 
Cup round of 16 
football match at 
Khalifa International 
Stadium in Doha on 
Saturday. (AFP)
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USA’s defender Shaq Moore (top right) congratulates Netherlands’ players as they 
celebrate qualifying to the next round in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 round of 
16 match at Khalifa International Stadium in Doha on Saturday. (AFP)

storm
into last 8 with 3-1 win over US

Argentina 
are the  

opponents for 
the Netherlands  

in the  
quarter-finals

Netherlands

SCORELINE
Netherlands

USA
3
1

Memphis Depay (10’)
Daley Blind (45’+1’)
Denzel Dumfries (81’)

Haji Wright
(76’)



dpa
Berlin

Germany’s elimination from 
the World Cup in Qatar had the 
highest TV ratings of the tour-
nament so far in the country as 
17.45 million people watched 
the last group stage game 
against Costa rica on Thurs-
day, according to broadcasters 
arD.

That represents a market 
share of 53.7%, arD said. De-
spite the 4-2 win, Germany 
said goodbye to the tourna-
ment, with Japan and spain 
qualifying for the last 16 from 
Group e after Japan’s 2-1 win.

The men’s national team, 
however, were not able to 
break the ratings record of the 
year, set by the women’s na-
tional team, when 17.89 mil-
lion people watched their 2-1 
defeat to england at the euro 
2022 final.

The game against Costa 
rica attracted more people 
than the 1-1 draw with spain 
(17.05 million), however, the 
figures were well below those 
from the 2018 World Cup in 
russia, when public broadcast-
ers arD and ZDF reached an 
average of 25 million viewers 
for each of Germany’s three 
group stage matches.

Xhaka in shirt controversy as Switzerland advance

Germany’s elimination 
most watched World Cup 

at home 

dpa
Berlin

GraniT Xhaka found himself at the 
centre of another controversy involv-
ing serbia after donning a shirt with 
‘Jashari’ on the back following switzer-
land’s 3-2 win in Doha on Friday.

Xhaka produced a man of the 
match display as the swiss hit back 
from 2-1 down to secure second place 
in Group G and advance to a last-16 
clash with Portugal on Tuesday.

But his actions after the final whis-
tle could attract the attention of FiFa.

in the post-match celebrations, 
Xhaka put on a shirt carrying the name 
‘Jashari’. asked afterwards what it 
meant, the arsenal midfielder claimed 
it was for switzerland squad member 
ardon Jashari.

However, the name carries signifi-
cance in other ways with adem Jashari 
a late founder of the Kosovo Liberation 
army, a Kosovo albanian separatist 
group that fought for independence 
from the former yugoslavia.

Xhaka is of ethnic albanian herit-
age linked to Kosovo, which declared 
independence in 2008 but has not been 
recognised by serbia.  asked about the 
shirt afterwards, Xhaka said: “There’s 
no political background to it whatsoev-
er. “ardon is part of our squad and we 
spend a lot of time together. i told him 
if we won i would wear his shirt.” Xha-
ka was a key figure throughout a feisty 

encounter. He also prompted a second-
half melee that saw the serbia bench 
encroach on to the pitch after making 
a crude gesture, thought to be in the 
direction of substitute goalkeeper Pre-
drag rajkovic, whose personal life has 
been the subject of speculation this 
week.

switzerland boss murat yakin said 
he will “wait and see” if action is taken 
against Xhaka. “We will enjoy this mo-

ment, it cost us a lot of emotions and 
energy. it was a fair match,” he said.

“Before the game a lot of people 
were talking about the situation but we 
were able to face that challenge.

“We are happy we are moving on. 
everything else is speculation and we 
will wait and see.” On the incident in-
volving rajkovic, yakin added: “What 
i saw was a Granit Xhaka who was fo-
cused fully on football and performed 

very well. i saw the players from serbia 
crossing the line, and others trying to 
calm them down. it was a normal ex-
change.” it is not the first time Xhaka 
has been embroiled in controversy 
against serbia. at the 2018 World Cup 
in russia, he and Xherdan shaqiri 
were fined after crossing their hands to 
mimic the eagle displayed on the alba-
nian flag in switzerland’s 2-1 win.

shaqiri also played his part in 

switzerland’s victory here, scoring the 
opening goal at stadium 974, but ap-
peared annoyed to be taken off after 69 
minutes.

“no-one likes to be subbed,” yakin 
said. “every player wants to play the 
whole game, but it’s part of my respon-
sibility to protect players. He scored his 
goal and had a great assist.

“The substitutes brought great en-
ergy and i thought they did well.” The 
flashpoints overshadowed a wonder-
ful game with switzerland’s greater 
composure at key moments proving 
decisive.

serbia coach Dragan stojkovic 
praised his players but lamented the 
fact so many were struggling for fit-
ness throughout their time in Qatar. 
He also insisted he had no intention of 
resigning. He said: “We are not happy 
with the result but, given the problems 
we faced from our arrival here and the 
injuries we had to contend with, it was 
too much for us to cope with.

“The guys put up a fight but at this 
level that is not enough.

“as for my future, in march we start 
the qualifiers for the european Cham-
pionship and we have a great desire to 
qualify.” stojkovic claimed not to hear 
any of the chants that prompted an an-
nouncement over the public address 
system asking fans to refrain from dis-
criminatory songs or gestures, thought 
to originate from sections housing ser-
bian supporters.

Havertz says it will ‘take 
weeks’ to process Germany’s 

World Cup fiasco 
dpa
Berlin 

Germany forward Kai 
Havertz said it will take 

“weeks to process” the nation-
al team’s early exit from the World 
Cup in Qatar.

“We’re all very frustrated, dis-
appointed (...) it will take weeks to 
process this,” the player wrote on 
Twitter on saturday.

“sometimes you get the high mo-
ments like Japan did, who played so 
well, and sometimes you’re left on the 

other side feeling this pain, it is why 
football is such an amazing sport,” he 
said.

Havertz scored two goals in the 
last group stage match against Costa 

rica, but the 4-2 win was not enough for Ger-
many as Japan and spain qualified for the last 
16 from Group e after Japan’s 2-1 win.

The 2014 World Cup hero mario Götze 
also took it to Twitter to express his frustra-
tion.

“i’m still disappointed about how the 
World Cup ended for us,” he said. “in the end, 
we missed too many chances and made mis-
takes in the wrong moments.” Götze scored 
the winner against argentina to give Germany 
the title in Brazil in 2014, but didn’t join the 
squad at the 2018 World Cup in russia - when 
the nation was also eliminated in the group 
stage.

in Qatar, he only made two appearances 
coming from the bench, but said “it was a 
great feeling to be back representing Germany 
and i tried to give my best whenever i stepped 
on the pitch.”
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Brazil pair Jesus, telles out 
of remainder of World Cup 

dpa
Berlin

GaBrieL Jesus and alex 
Telles will not recover from 
knee injuries in time to play 
again at the 2022 World Cup, 
Brazil confirmed on saturday.

The pair had each been 
substituted in Friday’s defeat 
to Cameroon, with team doc-
tor rodrigo Lasmar confirm-
ing afterwards they would 
have scans the following day.

Brazil have already been 
playing without neymar,  
Danilo and alex sandro 
due to injuries, and their  
latest two setbacks are sig-
nificant.

reports in Brazil on sat-
urday had suggested Jesus 
would miss a month and Tell-
es was potentially facing sur-
gery, also representing blows 
to arsenal and sevilla.

a statement from the CBF 
subsequently confirmed nei-
ther would feature for the re-
mainder of the World Cup.

“as announced by the CBF 
after the game against Cam-
eroon, players alex Telles 
and Gabriel Jesus underwent 
tests this saturday morning,” 

the statement read.
“accompanied by the doc-

tor of the Brazilian team, 
rodrigo Lasmar, they per-
formed an mri on the right 
knee that confirmed the inju-
ries and the impossibility of  
recovery in time to partici-
pate in the FiFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

“The coordinator of the 
Brazilian national team, Jun-
inho Paulista, is in contact 
with the sports directors of 
arsenal and sevilla to define 
whether alex Telles and Ga-
briel Jesus remain with the 
squad in Doha for continu-
ity of treatment or if they 
return to their clubs.” While 
Jesus was set to play only as 
richarlison’s back-up in the 
knockout stage, Telles could 
have been in line for a promi-
nent role.

alex sandro is the only 
other natural left-back in the 
squad and is uncertain to re-
turn in time for the last-16 
match against south Korea.

Brazil are at least more 
optimistic on the status of 
versatile right-back Danilo, 
who was set to return to full 
training on saturday.

manuel neuer laments 
German World Cup exit

dpa
Berlin

Germany captain manuel 
neuer on saturday named the 
team’s second straight group 
stage exit from the World Cup 
“brutally frustrating”, with for-
wards Kai Havertz and mario 
Götze voicing similar disap-
pointment.

Germany went out on goal 
difference against spain for sec-
ond place in their group behind 
winners Japan, having never 
really impressed in their three 
games.

The four-time champions 
lost 2-1 to Japan, drew 1-1 with 
spain and then beat Costa rica 
4-2 from 2-1 down in another 
nervous showing which was not 
good enough to advance because 
Japan beat spain in the other 
game Thursday.

“The pain and disappoint-
ment run deep. it is brutally frus-
trating that we could not consist-
ently deliver our performance,” 
neuer said on instagram after 
the team had returned from Qa-
tar late Friday. “it will take some 
time to come to terms with all 
this. nevertheless, many thanks 
to all those who have always sup-
ported us and encouraged us!” 
Germany were wasteful up front 
and also had major deficien-
cies in defence during the three 
games in Qatar, with neuer also 
not spared from media criticism 
after reaching a goalkeeper re-
cord 19 World Cup games in his 

fourth participation at the tour-
nament.

The 35-year-old from Bun-
desliga champions Bayern mu-
nich had said after the exit that 
he did not plan to retire from the 
team and was ready to continue 
if he was “invited and the perfor-
mance was according.” Havertz, 
who scored two late goals against 
Costa rica, also took to social 
media saturday, voicing similar 
feelings as neuer on Twitter.

“We’re all very frustrated, 
disappointed (...) it will take 
weeks to process this,” the Chel-
sea player said.

“sometimes you get the 
high moments like Japan did, 
who played so well, and some-
times you’re left on the other 
side feeling this pain, it is why 
football is such an amazing 
sport,” he said.

Götze, who scored Germa-
ny’s winner in the 2014 World 
Cup final against argentina and 
returned into the squad for the 
first time since 2017 for Qatar, 
also took to Twitter to express 
his frustration.

“i’m still disappointed about 
how the World Cup ended for 
us,” he said. “in the end, we 
missed too many chances and 
made mistakes in the wrong 
moments.” in Qatar, he only 
made two appearances coming 
from the bench, but said “it was 
a great feeling to be back repre-
senting Germany and i tried to 
give my best whenever i stepped 
on the pitch.”

Brazil’s Gabriel Jesus (left) vies for the ball with Christopher Wooh of Cam-
eroon during the Qatar 2022 World Cup match in Lusail on Friday. (AFP)

Brazil’s defender Alex Telles reacts after picking up an injury

Germany’s midfielder Kai Havertz after Germany failed to qualify in the Qatar 2022 World Cup 
Group E match at the Al-Bayt Stadium in Al Khor on Friday. (AFP)

Switzerland’s midfielder Granit Xhaka celebrates after teammate Remo Freuler scored his team’s third goal during the Qatar 
2022 World Cup Group G match at Stadium 974 in Doha on Saturday. (AFP)



dpa 
Doha 

Hwang Hee Chan said team-mate Son Heung Min predicted 
he would fire South Korea to 
glory ahead of his dramatic 
injury-time winner against 
Portugal.

South Korea are through 
to the last 16 of the world Cup 
after they came from a goal 
down to secure a 2-1 win at 
the Education City Stadium on 
Friday.

The South Korean players 
huddled in a nervous circle to 
watch the final extraordinary 
minutes of Uruguay’s clash 
with ghana unfold on mobile 
phones. But after Uruguay 
failed to add to their two-goal 
advantage, South Korea cel-
ebrated taking the runner-up 
spot in group H behind Por-
tugal by virtue of scoring more 
goals than the South ameri-
cans.

wolves’ Hwang came on 
as a 66th-minute substitute 
before he thrashed home Son’s assist following a superb drib-
ble and pass by the Tottenham forward directly from a Portugal 
corner.

“Before the match Son said, ‘you are going to create some-
thing today, we trust you’,” said Hwang.

“when Son got the ball I was convinced that he would pass 
it to me. It was an excellent pass and it made my job much more 
easier.

“It was difficult waiting for the result of the match between 
Uruguay and ghana, but we proved once again that we could 
make it to the knockout stage.

“as a Korean citizen I am extremely proud, and I would like 
to thank all the Korean supporters. I am glad I can give them 
this present.” Portugal, whose Round 16 spot had already been 
secured, were bidding to win all three group games.

But following Ricardo Horta’s fifth-minute strike they were 
guilty of taking their foot off the accelerator.

Kim Young gwon hauled South Korea level on 27 minutes 
before Hwang’s  winner.

“we lost our organization, our focus, and Korea controlled 
more of the game,” said Portugal head coach Fernando Santos.

Hwang says pep talk 
from Son forecast his 
World Cup heroics

Brazil’s defender Dani Alves eyes the ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group 
G football match against Cameroon at the Lusail Stadium on Friday. (aFP)

Addo quits as Ghana coach 
after World Cup exit

dpa 
al Wakrah

OTTO addo is walking away 
from the ghana job after 
their world Cup exit on Fri-
day.

“It was clear that I would 
quit after the world Cup. My 
family and I see our future 
in germany. I like my role in 
Dortmund,” the 47-year-old, 
who also works for Borussia 
Dortmund’s youth teams, 

told reporters.
“Even if we had become 

world champions, it would 
have been the end.

This is a decision for my 
family.”  ghana had entered 
the third game as group H 
runners-up but were eliminat-
ed by a 2-0 defeat by Uruguay.

addo is still under con-
tract at Dortmund, who al-
lowed him to coach ghana at 
the same time. He only took 
over in February.
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Suarez aimS jibe at FiFa 
aFter uruguay Stunned 
by World Cup exit

dpa 
Doha

LUIS Suarez claimed FIFa “is 
always against Uruguay” as 
his world Cup career ended in 
tears and a group-stage exit in 
Qatar.

The former Barcelona, Liv-
erpool and atletico Madrid 
striker played in Friday’s 
2-0 win against ghana, 
which came thanks to a 
double from giorgian de 
arrascaeta.

Veteran Suarez was 
substituted before the 
end and was a helpless 
observer when Edinson 
Cavani was denied a late 
penalty after going over in 
the ghana box.

Suarez felt that was a rea-
sonable claim, and he also con-
sidered Uruguay should have 
had a spot-kick early in the 
second half after Darwin nunez 
went down.

Despite referee Daniel 
Siebert assessing the nunez 
incident on a pitchside moni-
tor, the match official ruled it 
should not be a penalty.

Suarez had tears stream-
ing as Uruguay’s exit was 
confirmed, with South Korea 
pipping them to a last-16 spot 
after a 2-1 win over Portugal. 
another Uruguay goal would 
have seen them edge the 
South Koreans to second 
spot.

Suarez pointed to 
group winners Portugal 
being awarded a dis-
puted penalty against 
Uruguay in Monday’s 
game between the 
teams, saying that 
“hurt” in terms of goal 
difference. 

Relating it to in-
cidents in the ghana 
game, Suarez added: 
“The penalty against 
Darwin is very 
clear. Edi’s also 
has contact.” 

Calling on 
FIFa, the world 
governing body, 
to “give an expla-
nation” about the 
rationale for penalty 
decisions, Suarez added: 
“They are not excuses, but in-
credible things are taking place 

in the world Cup.” 
He claimed to have been 

prevented from going across 
to his family following the final 

whistle against ghana, too.
“after the game I want to 

go hug my family, and people 
from FIFa come to tell me no,” 
Suarez said.

“It seems that Uruguay has 
to have more power. FIFa is 
always against Uruguay.” Su-
arez, at the age of 35, is wind-
ing down his playing career 
but hoped for a flourish on the 
world stage. Instead, his tour-
nament ended in a pot shot at 
tournament chiefs.

He had to settle for a small 
consolation, but even winning 
in front of his little boy left a 
sorry taste.

“I was lucky to play my 
fourth world Cup. and what I 
thought about before the match 
was my four-year-old son, who 
hadn’t seen me win a world 
Cup match,” Suarez said.

“Today, he saw me win, but 
he sees this image of sadness 
and I think that’s it. For a fa-
ther, for a player it is very dif-
ficult, but we are going to face 
the situation and encourage 
our team-mates for what lies 
ahead.” Team-mate Federico 

Valverde underlined the dis-
may in the Uruguay ranks, 

with South Korea’s late 
winner from Hwang 
Hee Chan against Por-
tugal having snatched 
away second place.

“There is much 
sadness and disap-
pointment,” Valverde 
said. “This is a very 
good group, of play-
ers and the coaching 
staff. Everyone’s fam-
ily was always there to 
help us.

“People sup-
ported us and en-
couraged us in dif-
ficult times, and it’s 

a great sadness. we 
are sad for not having 
given the country the 

joy it deserves.”

Suarez 
had tears 

streaming as 
uruguay’s exit was 

confirmed, with 
South Korea pipping 

them to a last-16 
spot

After the game I want 
to go hug my family, 
and people from FIFA 
come to tell me no
Luis Suarez

fifa.com 

THEY call him ‘good Crazy.’ He’s 
a self-styled prankster, a ceaseless 
smiler, a charisma fountain everyone 
wants to be around.

Yet Dani alves suddenly got se-
rious at the start of this year. Very 
serious. The right-back had what he 
proclaimed to be a ‘Crazy Dream’ 
– something he explained in an en-
grossing, free-to-watch FIFa+ docu-
series.

He was going to sweat blood and 
tears to play for Brazil, as a 39-year-
old, at the FIFa world Cup Qatar 
2022.

Deep into Friday evening at the 
Lusail, it became reality. alves played 
the full game in a 1-0 loss to Cam-
eroon and consequently became the 
oldest Brazilian to appear in the com-
petition.

“It was a game of sensations – 
good ones at the start and during the 
game, but not at the end because of 

the result,” the Juazeiro native told 
FIFa+ and Ronaldo TV. “If we’d been 
a little more accurate, we could have 
won by a big margin.

“at the end you have this painful 
feeling. Losing is never welcome. But 
it was a lesson. You have to learn your 
lessons really quickly because the 
world Cup doesn’t give you time to 
suffer. You have to pick yourself back 
up and on Monday we’re up against 
it again.” Returning to the big stage 
was made even sweeter for alves by 
the fact he was ruled out of Russia 
2018 through injury.

“I always have flashbacks,” he 
said. “It’s impossible not to because, 
in 2018, I was on the verge of going 
to the world Cup and I ended up get-
ting injured. a week, 10 days before 
the call-up.

“after that day, I made it a life 
goal to do a little every day – what-
ever that might be – to be at this com-
petition. I knew all the risk involved 
during this turbulent journey, but the 

turbulence comes and goes and you 
keep going. Since 2018 I’ve been in a 
fight to be able to live this moment, to 
be able to feel what it’s like to be at a 
world Cup again.” 

alves’s inclusion in Tite’s 26-man 
squad was met with criticism “Peo-
ple always criticise who they don’t 
know,” he said. “Because if these peo-
ple stopped for a bit – spent a week 
with us, did what we do, fought like 
we fight, chased targets like we do – 
they would have a little understand-
ing of what it’s like to be a high-level 
footballer.

“Because playing football is easy. 
You do it on a weekend, open a beer, 
[have a] barbecue, get your friends 
together. It’s a million miles from 
this. For example, when you decide 
to set goals – I’ve set goals since I 
was 15 years old – since I left home, 
I haven’t even spent a birthday with 
my mother, my father, my kids.”

Something alves insists won’t be 
easy is Korea Republic in the last 16, 
despite the fact a Seleção thrashed the 
Taeguk warriors 5-1 in Seoul in June.

“South Korea, I believe it will 
be a game totally different to the 
friendly,” he insisted. “In a friendly 
you have nothing to lose and here 
you are at a world Cup, and everyone 
has something to lose here. I think it 
will be a different game, more even, 
and played at a very high intensity 
because they also impose their own 
game.”

I made It my lIfe
goal to be at tHIS
World Cup: danI alveS

Uruguay’s 
forward Luis 
Suarez reacts 
at the end of 
the Qatar 2022 
World Cup Group 
H football match 
against Ghana 
at the Al Janoub 
Stadium on 
Friday. (aFP)

Son Heung-Min



Messages of support from across 
football for Brazil great Pele

Agencies

Messages of support for Bra-
zil great Pele have been sent 
from across the world while the 
three-time World Cup winner 
is being treated in hospital, re-
ports BBC.com

The 82-year-old was admit-
ted to hospital in sao Paulo on 
Tuesday, saying it was a rou-
tine monthly visit.

However a report in Brazil, 
which has not been confirmed 
by the BBC, says he is now be-
ginning end-of-life care after not 
responding to chemotherapy.

“Pray for the King,” France 
forward Kylian Mbappe tweeted. 

The three-time World Cup 
winner had a tumour removed 
from his colon in september 
2021 and has since had regular 
treatment.

Pele was diagnosed with a 
respiratory infection and on 
Friday sao Paulo’s Hospital al-
bert einstein said he was in a 

stable condition.
speaking on saturday, eng-

land captain Harry Kane said: 
“We are very sad to hear news 
of him being ill but we wish 
him well, not just me but the 
whole england set-up. He’s an 
inspiration, an incredible per-
son.”

World Cup-winning for-
mer germany forward Jurgen 
Klinsmann, speaking on BBC 

One’s World Cup coverage 
on saturday, added: “Pele is 
just such a wonderful person. 
The outstanding personality 
of world football. We can just 
pray and hope for the best but 
it’s very sad news.”

World Cup host nation Qa-
tar showed its support for Pele 
on saturday, lighting up build-
ings with a “get well soon” 
message.

The Lusail stadium in 
Doha, which will host the 
World Cup final on 18 Decem-
ber, and the aspire Tower next 
to the Khalifa stadium, were 
adorned with pictures of Pele 
in his famous number 10 shirt.

Concerns were initially 
raised on Wednesday when 
esPN Brasil reported Pele had 
been admitted, with his daugh-
ter Kely Nascimento saying 
there was “no emergency” in-
volved.

Pele thanked well-wishers 
on Friday for sending “good 
vibes” and said his stay in hos-
pital was “a routine visit”.

The former striker is Bra-
zil’s all-time leading scorer 
with 77 goals in 92 games and 
scored in four World Cup tour-
naments.

santos, his only Brazilian 
club, tweeted: “It’s the whole 
world wishing you well, King 
Pele”.
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ikoli Victor
DOHA

DesPITe being knocked out of 
the World Cup, ghana fans cel-
ebrated after their team lost to 
Uruguay at the al Janoub sta-
dium on Friday.

The Black stars were de-
feated 2-0 by the south ameri-
cans in the final round of group 
H matches.

The Uruguayans’ defeat 
ended their chances of mak-
ing it to the last 16, and they 
finished bottom of the group. 
But they were still overjoyed 
when south Korea scored late 
against Portugal to send Uru-
guay home.

Uruguay’s elimination in 
Qatar was celebrated by ghana 
fans, with the memory of the 
south americans controver-
sially knocking them out of the 
2010 tournament in the quar-
ter-final stage.

ghana was beaten on penal-
ties to a historic place in the last 
four, but it is the circumstances 
that led to the shootout that 
they despise.

In extra time, Uruguay leg-
end Luis suarez deliberately 
handballed Dominic adiyah’s 
shot on the goal line, denying 
ghana a place in the semi-fi-
nals.

“The result was disappoint-
ing against Uruguay, and we 
even lost a penalty,” John Men-
sah said, “but we take consola-
tion that our eternal rivals did 
not go through; hopefully our 
paths will cross again in the 
next World Cup.”

“We weren’t expected to 

win the World Cup, so going 
out at this stage isn’t too much,” 
said another ghana fan, Fred 
gyimah, “but our target is ful-
filled to see Luis suarez cry and 
Uruguay go home.”

Christian addy justified 
the celebrations with a tweet, 
“Yes, we know, but what suárez 
did will forever be in the his-
tory books and will be remem-
bered for many years to come. 
Not only did we miss out on a 
chance to qualify for the semi-
finals as a country, but we also 

missed out on a chance for the 
african continent as a whole.”

Meanwhile at the Lusail 
satdium, Cameroon stunned 
Brazil by a solitary goal to be-
come the first african team to 
defeat Brazil at the FIFa World 
Cup. They kept fans from sit-
ting down until the referee blew 
the final whistle. The fans of In-
domitable Lions of Cameroon 
fans erupted in scenes of joy at 
the Lusail stadium and its en-
virons.

Cameroonian fan Christell 

Choudjem described the at-
mosphere at the stadium as “ex-
traordinary.” 

“We cheered, screamed, 
laughed, and danced when it 
was all over,” Christell said af-
ter the game. “Despite exiting 
the best World Cup tournament 
of all time, it was a memorable 
and sweet victory,” said coach 
essomba. “We knew we’d beat 
Brazil because once you’re in 
danger, you know you’re no 
longer in danger.”

eric Ndongo described the 

victory as a “perfect gif,” saying 
he paid through the nose to fly 
to Qatar and that the victory re-
lieved him of the burden. “This 
victory is a perfect gift for us and 
brings joy to the entire country, 
especially those of us who have 
paid so much to come here. We 
deserved this win, and the Lions 
exhibited great bravery and de-
termination.”

“This victory is sweet for 
the fans, and becoming the 
first african nation to defeat 
the mighty Brazil is incredible 

in this incredible World Cup of 
upsets,” said abubakar alhaji. 

Many africans at the sta-
dium shared the joy. a Nigerian 
supporting african teams, Lisa 
gwomson, echoed the senti-
ments of many africans when 
she stated that the performance 
of all african teams has shown 
that the continent needs more 
representation at the next tour-
nament in Canada, the United 
states, and Mexico in 2026, 
referring to the continent’s only 
five World Cup berths.

A fan reacts to the World Cup match between Ghana and Uruguay at 
the Bukom Boxing Arena, in Accra, Ghana, on Friday. (AFP)

Ghana supporters watch the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group H match between Ghana and Uruguay at 
the Al Janoub Stadium on Friday. (AFP)

Cameroon fans cheer in the stands ahead of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Group G match against Brazil at the Lusail Stadium on 
Friday. (AFP)

Cameroon’s win 
over Brazil wows 

Africans

a shaman’s predictions for 
south Korea’s national 
team at the FIFa World 

Cup Qatar 2022 have been cra-
zily going viral, more so after the 
team made it to the Round of 16.

On December 1, a netizen 
uploaded a post in an online 
community about the sha-
man’s prediction about south 
Korea at Qatar World Cup that 
has since gone viral. The pre-
dictions are said to have been 
made on October 14, according 
to koreaboo.com

“Kangin Lee and Bento are 
passing acquaintances. The 
destiny that binds them togeth-
er as a student and teacher are 
weak.

“I believe that the Uru-
guay match might end in a tie. 
I think we may struggle in the 
match against ghana. I believe 
we will play our best against 
Portugal,” – went the predic-
tions!

With south Korea playing 
a 0-0 draw with Uruguay, and 
losing to ghana, the shaman’s 
predictions proved correct.

The shaman then also 
made predictions that were ee-
rily specific. 

“(Bento) will be upset and 
in a bad mood on November 
28. (Kangin Lee) will shine 
brightest on November 28. 

“There is a high chance we 
will change coaches after the 
World Cup. Korea will finish 
between 8 and 4 place,” the 
claims went.

Just like the shaman had 
predicted on November 28, 
south Korea coach Paolo 
Bento was upset enough to 
have received a red card while 
Kangin Lee proved himself 
to be one of south Korea’s 
brightest stars.

Netizens reacted to the sha-
man’s prediction and hoped 
that her prediction that south 
Korea would make it out of the 
group stages to place no less 
than 8 would come true.

On Friday, after the final 
whistle between Portugal and 
south Korea, there was plenty 

of drama as Uruguay were still 
playing against ghana and 
needed only one goal to change 
the fate of group H.

“We watched the last min-
utes together on the field and 
really wanted to make it the 
next round. We were very 
happy,” said south Korea’s Jae 
sung Lee, whose side next meet 
Brazil.

More exciting have been 

the answers to the predictions: 
“Let’s go!”; 

“I want to believe her, LOL”; 
“It’s pretty interesting, LOL; 
They asked her these questions 
after giving her the players’ 
birth dates, and this is how she 
answered. she wasn’t told the 
birth dates were of members 
of the (south Korean) national 
team until the end”; “Let’s go to 
the Quarter-Finals!”.

Shaman’s ‘eerie’ South Korea  
team predictions go viral

South Korea’s Portuguese coach Paulo Bento (R) is given a red card 
during the World Cup Qatar 2022 Group H match against Ghana at the 
Education City Stadium. (AFP)

With the South Korea making the Round of 16, the Shaman’s predic-
tions have proved to be been correct thus far. (Pic: AFP)

Brazil supporters wave a banner picturing Brazilian football star Pele as they cheer during the FIFA Qatar 
2022 World Cup Group G match against Cameroon at the Lusail Stadium on Friday. (AFP)

Torch hotel tower in Doha is lit by 
a screen depicting “Pele- Get Well 
Soon” message  on Saturday. (AFP)

World Cup host 
nation Qatar 

showed its support 
for Pele, lighting up 
buildings with “Get 
well soon” messages

GhAnA fAnS  
EcStAtic AftEr  
UrUGUAy’S Exit
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AmericAns 
outclAssed

WoW!  
Albiceleste

The final cheer belonged to the Dutch 
fans as a young American team fell to 
the Netherlands in a decisive 3-1 game 
that ended the USMNT’s World Cup  
campaign on Saturday. The Americans 
were outclassed in the first match of the 
World Cup knockouts as the Dutch set 
up quarterfinal clash with Argentina on 
Friday. The Dutch fans will get to cheer 
their team on for at least one more time.

Lionel Messi’s first goal in the World Cup 
knockout went straight through the Soc-
ceroos defence and into Australian fans’ 
hearts. Julian Alvarez sunk them further 
when he stuck the ball past the goalkeep-
er for Argentina’s second goal. Although 
Enzo Fernandez’s own goal reinvigorated 
an Australian fightback, it wasn’t enough 
to stop the Argentine surge aided by a 
groundswell of support from the stands.  

Netherlands  
fans at Khalifa  
International  
Stadium in Doha 
on Thursday. (QNA)

A USA supporter poses for pictures 
at Khalifa International Stadium 
on Saturday. (AFP)

A USA supporters waves a flag at 
Khalifa International Stadium on 
Saturday. (AFP)

An Argentina supporter at 
the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium 
on Saturday. (AFP)

Argentina supporters 
cheer for their team at the 
Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on 
Saturday. (AFP)

Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi’s 
wife, Antonela Roccuzzo (L) and 
children (R), at the Ahmad Bin Ali 
Stadium on Saturday. (AFP)

Netherlands  
fans at Khal-
ifa Stadium 
on Saturday. 
(AFP)

Netherlands  
fans at Khal-
ifa Stadium 
on Saturday. 
(QNA)

A USA supporter wearing a Captain America’s costume poses for 
pictures at Khalifa International Stadium in Doha on Saturday. (AFP)



dpa 
Doha

Harry Kane feels 
“as match fit as I’m 
ever going to feel” as 
he prepares to lead 

England against Senegal at the 
World Cup on Sunday.

England captain Kane has 
yet to score in Qatar and has 
struggled to hit top form after 
sustaining an ankle injury in the 
opening 6-2 victory over Iran.

He concedes he would liked 
to have opened his account but 
is not overly concerned and says 
it is all part of a plan to peak as 
the tournament develops.

The Tottenham striker said: 
“at the World Cup in 2018, from 
a physical side of things, we 
started the tournament well, I 
scored a load of goals and as the 
tournament progressed, my per-
formances dipped.

“at the Euros I tried to do 
it the other way round to make 
sure I was in the best place for 
the knockouts. I’d love to be sit-
ting here with two or three goals 
but, minutes-wise, it hasn’t been 
too tough, and hasn’t been too 
physical heading into the knock-
out stages.

“I feel really good, I feel as 
match fit as I’m ever going to 
feel.

Only time will tell but hope-
fully I can do well tomorrow 
and bring my best form into the 
knockout phase.” On his ankle, 
he added: “It feels fine. I had 
that knock in the first game but 
it’s been getting better day by 
day and I almost don’t feel it at 
all now.” 

Kane dismissed suggestions 
England have not performed 
well at the World Cup so far 
ahead of their round of 16 clash 
with the africa Cup of Nations 
champions at al Bayt Stadium.

He said: “We scored the 
most goals in the group stage 
[alongside Spain] and we have 
a good defensive record.  “I 
think we’re in a good place. The 
group stage is just about get-
ting through, we did our job and 

now it’s a second competition of 
knockout football. We have to be 
prepared to face a tough side on 
Sunday.

England boss Gareth South-
gate has a fully fit squad to 
choose from but some selection 
dilemmas, primarily in attack-
ing positions with Marcus rash-
ford, Bukayo Saka, Jack Greal-
ish, Phil Foden and raheem 
Sterling all candidates to play 
wide of Kane.

“It’s a good position to be 
in,” said Southgate. “you want 
your players in confident mood 
and our forward players are. you 
want to make the best decision 
possible and in some respects 
I am not sure there’s a right or 
wrong answer.

“They all offer different at-
tributes and it’s just trying to get 
the balance right and make the 
best decisions.” 

He added: “We’ve been re-
ally impressed by them. They 
are african champions and have 
a lot of belief in the team. They 
have some excellent individual 
players that can cause problems 
and a good structure.

“[Senegal coach] aliou 
[Cisse] has done a fantastic job. 
They were unlucky not to quali-
fy from their group in 2018 and 
did so this time.

“Mane is an incredible play-
er and every team in the world 
would want to have him but 
Senegal have become stronger 
in his absence.” 

dpa 
al Khor

KIEraN Trippier understands 
why England fans jeered the team 
following their goalless draw with 
the United States but insists they 
will be ready for a “battle” against 
Wales.

Having started their World 
Cup campaign with a 6-2 thrash-
ing of Iran, England regressed 
in Friday’s meeting with the US, 
who were the better side in a 
Group B meeting which ended in 
stalemate.

Gareth Southgate’s side are 
still firm favourites to advance 
into the round of 16 but a tepid 
display, with just one meaning-
ful shot on target, left supporters 
unhappy and boos were heard 
inside the al Bayt Stadium at full-
time.

“Of course the fans want to 
see goals and to win matches,” 
said Trippier when asked about 
the mixed reaction.

“But all I can say to that is that 
the commitment from the boys is 
there, we give 100 percent in eve-
ry single game.

“Of course we understand the 
frustration because we didn’t win 
the game but we gave everything, 
a point is a good result.

“The one thing about my 
team-mates and myself is we give 
everything, as soon as we cross 
that white line, we give every-
thing to win.

“Unfortunately, we didn’t win 

but it’s a good point - we kept a 
clean sheet, it is a good point for 
us in the group and we just move 
on now, focus on the next game.” 

England’s third and final 
group game comes against neigh-
bours Wales on Tuesday even-
ing, with rob Page’s men all-but 
eliminated having lost to Iran and 
drawn with the United States. 
England top Group B heading 
into the final game and know pro-
gress is assured so long as they 
avoid a 4-0 loss on Tuesday.

But Trippier admits there is 
an extra bite to the meeting in al 
rayyan and that England will be 
raring to go as he backed South-
gate’s young stars to shine.

“The motivation is there, 
England v Wales is a massive 
game,” added the Newcastle full-
back.

“So all we can do now is re-
cover, review the game where we 
could have done better of course 
and get ready for the next battle.

“Every single team in our 

group are in the top 20. So you 
can’t underestimate any team, 
you have to give respect and we 
certainly do to Iran, USa and 
Wales.

“The one thing I will say, you 
see the young players in our team 
they are playing at such a high 
level now anyway, from the Pre-
mier League, Champions League, 
Bundesliga.

“So I think they’ve got that 
experience, so myself as an older 
player, we’ve got a few other play-
ers, we are just there for them.

“We want those players just 
to play on the biggest stage in the 
world and express themselves, 
enjoy it.”

“That’s the most important 
thing, show your ability to the 
world. So we’re always there 
for them, they know that if they 
need to speak to us but we don’t 
want to put too much pressure 
on them. Just go out there when 
you’re on the pitch and just ex-
press yourself.”England’s forward #20 Phil Foden (aFP)

PAGE 7 | SPortS sunday, december 4, 2022

Yet to score in Qatar, Kane has 
struggled to hit top form after 
sustaining an ankle injury

Harry Kane 
fit and ready 
to fire in for 
senegal clasH

 Round of 16: England vs sEnEgal  
(10pm) at al Bayt stadium, al KhoR

England’s forward #09 Harry Kane takes part in a training session with teammates at Al Wakrah SC Stadium on Saturday. (aFP)

Senegal’s players take part in a training session at Al Duhail SC on Saturday. (aFP)

Senegal’s goalkeeper Alfred 
Gomis (right) and Senegal’s 

assistant coach Regis 
Bogaert attend a press 
conference at the 
Qatar National Con-
vention Center on 

Saturday. (aFP)

Key stats
 after Marcus rashford’s 
second goal in their 3-0 win 
over Wales, England became 
the seventh team to reach 
the milestone of 100 World 
Cup goals after Brazil, Ger-
many, Italy, argentina, France 
and Spain. 
 Senegal have reached the 
World Cup knockout stage 
for the second time. Their 
previous last 16 appearance 
came in 2002, when coach 
aliou Cisse was captain. 
 England are unbeaten 

against african opposition in 
all 21 meetings. at the World 
Cup, they have won three 
and drawn three times 
against teams from 
africa. 

Previous meetings 
 This will be 
the first meeting 
between the two 
teams

England’s coach Gareth Southgate 
attends a press conference at the 
Qatar National Convention Center  
on Saturday. (aFP)

stones lauds foden as england boss southgate faces selection dilemma

We scored the most goals in 
the group stage [alongside 
Spain] and we have a good 
defensive record.  I think 
we’re in a good place. The 
group stage is just about 
getting through, we did our 
job and now it’s a second 
competition of knockout 
football
Harry Kane

You want your players in 
confident mood and our 
forward players are. You 
want to make the best 
decision possible and in 
some respects I am not sure 
there’s a right or wrong 
answer
England manager Gareth 
Southgate

Unfortunately, we didn’t win 
but it’s a good point - we 
kept a clean sheet, it is a 
good point for us in the 
group and we just move on 
now, focus on the next game
Kieran Trippier
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PA MediA/dPA
London

France boss Didier Des-
champs warned the defending 
champions they cannot afford 
to become another World cup 
casualty.

The 2018 winners 
face Poland on Sunday 
in their last 16 clash 
having already lost 1-0 to 
Tunisia in the group stage.

Germany and Belgium 
suffered surprise early exits 
while Spain lost to Japan and 
argentina were stunned by 
Saudi arabia.

France are favourites to 
progress but Deschamps, who 
won the World cup as a player 
in 1998, remains wary.

He said: “all the games are 
difficult. all the teams are good 
and prepared. The players all 
play in good leagues.

“This team (Poland) has 
had to defend in the first three 
games, defend a lot, and they 
defend very well. They love it.

“They have a core of players 
with good experience. There is 
(Wojciech) Szczesny, (Kamil) 
Glik, (robert) Lewandowski 
and you have to respect what 
this team does, they deserve to 
be there.” 

The winners will face eng-
land or Senegal in the quarter-
finals and goalkeeper Hugo 
Lloris knows France will have 
to stop Poland’s star man Le-
wandowski at the al Thumama 
Stadium in Doha.

“He is one of the best no.9s 
in the world. He’s an impor-
tant part of this team. It’s still 
a collective, a team that takes 
great pleasure in defending 
and enduring. Lewandowski 
can make the difference at any 
time,” Lloris said.

Poland squeezed through 
Group c after losing 2-0 to ar-
gentina in their final game with 
Mexico unable to take advan-
tage.

It is their first World cup 

knockout game since losing to 
Brazil in the last 16 in 1986.

Lewandowski was anony-
mous during the limp defeat 
to argentina, with Poland go-
ing through on goal differ-
ence, and manager czeslaw 
Michniewicz admits they 
need to provide the striker 
with better service.

He said: “It’s definitly 
a problem, we played dif-
ficult passes in easy situ-
ations, we didn’t create 
enough opportunities for 
robert.

“Strikers like that, 
they need 

to be near the penalty box. 
If they are there, like in the 
match with Saudi arabia, they 
could score four goals.

“In the match with argenti-
na, the opponents didn’t allow 
us to do a lot. We need to real-
ise such an opponent as France 
will dictate the conditions of 
the game.

“It’s very difficult to escape 
their pressing but some teams 
have succeeded. In order to 
take advantage of every team 
we need to bring the strik-
ers to the right zone, you can’t 
normally score from your own 
half.”

Didier Deschamps 
admits Poland 
are a threat to 

France in World 
Cup last-16 clash

Won’t bE AnothEr 

Agencies

THe Poles reached the knock-
out rounds of the World cup 
for the first time since 1986 
after scraping through on goal 
difference from Group c de-
spite a 2-0 loss to argentina in 
their final game.

“We were not ready to go 
home,” said Michniewicz, who 
only took over the Poland job in 
January after the departure of 
Paulo Sousa.

“If we win against France 
we could become the next 
world champions.

“We’re very happy to play 

the world champions. France 
are not already guaranteed to 
advance. everything’s to play 
for, you win or go home and the 
stakes are high.”

Michniewicz said he had 
been unable to pinpoint weak 
points in France’s “wonderful 
team”.

“We believe we will play a 
good game but we know it’s a 
huge challenge ahead of us,” 
he said. “We want to show 
the world we can play foot-
ball.”

robert Lewan-
dowski scored the 
first World cup 
goal of his prolific 
career in the 2-0 
win over Saudi 
arabia after he 

had a penalty saved in Poland’s 
opening 0-0 draw with Mexico.

Michniewicz admitted his 
team needs to do more to sup-
ply the Barcelona striker, with 
Poland managing just four 
shots on target in three games 
so far in Qatar.

“We did not create enough 
opportunities for robert,” he 

said. “They (strik-
ers) need to be near 
the penalty box. 
against argen-
tina the opponent 

didn’t allow us to do 
a lot.

“We need to im-
prove on that but we 
need to realise that 
France will be dic-
tating the game.”

Poland must 
try and subdue a 
France attack led 
by Kylian Mbappe, 

who was left out of the starting 
line-up for the 1-0 defeat by 
Tunisia as Didier Deschamps 
made nine changes with quali-
fication already assured.

“How to defend against him 
(Mbappe)? I think we’d need to 
have scooters because he’s so 

fast,” quipped Poland forward 
arkadiusz Milik, who has come 
up against the Paris Saint-Ger-
main star with Marseille.

“It’s difficult to play against 
one of the best players in the 
world. We need to play collec-
tively as a group. no one is able 

individually to stop him.”
Michniewicz also brushed 

aside criticism of his team be-
ing too defensive at the World 
cup, saying their cautious ap-
proach had helped them ad-
vance to the last 16, where they 
will look to beat world champi-
ons France on Sunday - Miners’ 
Day in Poland.

Poland have moved to the 
knockout stages for the first 
time in 36 years after conced-
ing only two goals in three 
games, with argentina scoring 
twice after Michniewicz’s side 
kept clean sheets against Mex-
ico and Saudi arabia.

“The ones that weren’t play-
ing defensively at the World 
cup are back home watching 
on TV. now we’re out of the 
group phase, so we will change 
our plans,” Michniewicz said 
ahead of Sunday’s game against 
France.

Poland coach Michniewicz eyes another France upset

France’s coach Didier Deschamps 
(L) speaks with France’s forward 
Antoine Griezmann after the 
Group D match between Tunisia 
and France on November 30. (AFP)

Round of 16: France vs Poland  (6 pm) at Al Thumama Stadium

Poland’s 
coach Czeslaw 
Michniewicz. (AFP)

Poland’s forward #09 Robert Lewandowski (C) attends a training session 
with his teammates Al Kharaitiyat SC in Doha on Saturday. (AFP)

Michniewicz believes 
his side can lift  
the trophy if they 
beat France 

France have become 
the first reigning World 
Cup champions to reach 
the knockout stages since 
Brazil in 2006.
France are unbeaten in 
their last seven meetings 
with Poland across all 
competitions (W3 d4), with 
their last defeat against 
the Poles coming in a 
friendly in 1982 (0-4).
Poland have progressed 
from a World Cup group 
stage for the first time 
since 1986, when they lost 
0-4 to Brazil in the round 
of 16.
Wojciech Szczesny has 
become just the third goal-
keeper to save two penal-
ties (excluding shootouts) 
in a World Cup after Ameri-
can Brad Friedel (2002) 
and his own 
compatriot Jan 
Tomaszewski 
(1974).
Against Ar-
gentina (2-0) on 
matchday three, 
Poland conceded 
for the first time at the 
2022 World Cup. 

Previous meetings:
Poland won the only 
previous World Cup clash 
between the sides, the 
third-place play-off match 
in the 1982 tournament 
(3-2). Their two last games 
which had anything at 
stake -- both Euro 1996 
qualifiers -- ended in draws.

Key Stats

WorLd champions France have 
great respect for Poland goalkeep-
er Wojciech Szczesny ahead of 
their World Cup round of 16 game 
on Sunday. The Juventus keeper 
has already saved penalties from 
Saudi Arabia’s Salem Al-dawsari 
and Argentina star Lionel Messi in 
the group stage.

The last-16 clash could go all 
the way to spot-kicks but France 
forward Antoine Griezmann is 
wary about discussing penalties.

“We will not give any informa-
tion to the Polish goalkeeper. 
He has already saved two,” he 
laughed at a news conference 
on Friday. “We haven’t practised 
penalties yet. of course we have 
to do at some point.” defender 
William Saliba added: “We will 
do everything to avoid a penalty 
shoot-out. But we will practise 
and we are not afraid of the 
goalkeeper. We will just focus on 
ourselves.”

Le bleus 
wary of 

Szczesny

casualty: 

France’s forward #10 Kylian 
Mbappe trains at Al Sadd SC 
training centre in Doha on  
Saturday. (AFP)

Poland’s 
goalkeeper 
#01 Wojciech 
Szczesny. (AFP)

FrAncE

All the games are 
difficult. All the teams 
are good and 
prepared. The players 
all play in good 
leagues. This team 
(Poland) has had to 
defend in the first 
three games, defend a 
lot, and they defend 
very well. They love it.

France boss Didier 
Deschamps


