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Outclass canada 2-1; tOp GrOup F where crOatia Finish secOnd and BelGium exit
Vinay nayudu

Doha

TouTed as ‘dark horse’ among 
the Arab teams at FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, Morocco lived 
up to the expectations rising to 
emerge as leaders in Group F 
beating Canada 2-1 in their last 
group game at the Al Thumama 
Stadium on Thursday.

Hakim Ziyech and Youssef 
en Nesyri had the Atlas Li-
ons 2-0 up inside 25 minutes, 
but an Nayef Aguerd own-goal 
swung momentum in the Ca-
nucks’ favour.

Atiba Hutchinson hit the 
bar in the second half, with 
the ball bouncing down on the 
line and back out, and Morocco 
held on for the three points.

Morocco will now face the 
runners-up in Group e, which 
contains Costa Rica, Germany, 
Japan and Spain, in the last 16. 

Morocco players threw 
their coach Walid Regragui 
into the air after the match in 
delight. 

Regragui believes his team 
is capable of “great things” af-
ter becoming the first African 
team in 24 years to top a World 
Cup group.

Regragui said: “We set our-
selves an objective of giving 
everything we’ve got and try-
ing to get past the group stage. 
We’ve done that, so why not 
aim for the sky?

“We’re not going to stop 
here, we are a very difficult 

team to beat, so why not dream 
of lifting the trophy?

“Let’s not get carried away 
but, if we are fighting fit, we 
know we are capable of great 
things.”

Morocco return to the last 
16 of the tournament for the 
first time since 1986, while en 
Nesyri became the first Moroc-
can to score in two World Cups 
after he netted in the 2-2 draw 
with Spain in 2018.

The Canadians could al-
most celebrate the equalizer 
in the 71st minute, but Atiba 
Huthcinson’s header from a 
corner hit the crossbar and 
bounced on to the goal line.

“You saw our quality against 
a Morocco team that has just 
won the group. I’m proud of 
what these lads have shown 
here,” Canada coach John 
Herdman said after three 
losses from three games.

“We’ll keep learning 
as an organization and as 
a coach and player group. 
We’ve got four years to build 
and this is our first step into 
the big unknown,” he said, 
ahead of Canada hosting the 

2026 edition with the united 
States and Mexico.

After a dominant first-half 
performance, Morocco went 
into their shells in the second 
but etermination and a little 
luck - Canada substitute Atiba 
Hutchinson planting a header 
off the underside of the bar – 
saw them through.

Regragui added: “It wasn’t 
easy and when you have this 
kind of opportunity to make 
history you think about it.

“I thought the first half dis-
play was the best we have had in 
a long time. It was a shame that 
we allowed that own goal as it 

shook us. In the second half, 
there was pressure on us but I 
loved it.”

Regragui was only appoint-
ed at the end of August and 
Paris Saint-Germain full back 
Achraf Hakimi had nothing but 
praise for the 47-year-old.

He said: “The coach has 
done an amazing job. He hasn’t 
had much time but he’s formed 
an amazing group. We trust 
him.” 

(inputs DPA)

 
Hakim Zi-

yech’s fourth-
minute goal was Mo-

rocco’s fastest ever in 
the World Cup. It broke 
the 18-minute national 
record Khalid Boutaib 

set against Spain at 
Russia 2018.

  We’re not going to stop here, we are a very 
difficult team to beat, so why not dream of lifting the 
trophy? Let’s not get carried away but, if we are fighting 
fit, we know we are capable of great things.

Morocco coach Walid Regragui

Morocco’s players celebrate winning the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group F match against Canada and topping 
the group at the Al Thumama Stadium on Thursday. (aFP)

Morocco’s coach Walid Regragui is thrown into the  
air as his players celebrate winning the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 Group F match against Canada at 
the Al Thumama Stadium in Doha on Thursday. (aFP)

Canada Morocco

1 2
Nayef Aguerd 40’ (OG) Hakaim Ziyech 4’,  

Youssef En-Nesyri 23’
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Ritsu Doan and Ao tanaka 
scored second half goals as 
Japan fought back to defeat 
spain 2-1 to book a spot in the 
FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
Round of 16 on thursday.

two goals in three minutes 
early in the second half from 
Ritsu Doan and Ao tanaka 
earned Japan the three points 
after Alvaro Morata had put 
the spanish in front in the 11th 
minute as the samurai Blue 
claimed a second win in three 
games.

Japan will now meet Croa-
tia on Monday, while spain 
will play Morocco with four-
time champions Germany 
eliminated despite their 4-2 
win over Costa Rica, who also 
went out of the competition.

Moriyasu made five chang-
es and a tactical switch fol-
lowing the loss to Costa Rica, 
giving shogo taniguchi his 
first-ever start at a FiFA World 
Cup in defence and recalling 
Ao tanaka in place of Wataru 
Endo. Junya ito also returned, 
but in an unfamiliar role at 
right wingback, while take-
fusa Kubo and Daizen Maeda 
were restored to the line-up 
after missing the previous out-
ing.

Despite the changes, Mori-
yasu’s side started with intent 
as Kubo burst into the penalty 
area before his cutback from 
the bye-line was cleared by the 
spanish defence.

Japan’s early high-energy 
approach, particularly in the 
final third, was unsettling the 
Europeans with sergio Bus-
quets giving up possession 

under pressure from Maeda 
with the ball eventually ending 
at the feet of ito, but his shot 
could only find the side net-
ting.

the spanish, though, soon 

found their stride. Morata 
flicked his ninth minute head-
er straight at goalkeeper shu-
ichi Gonda, before showing 
the more ruthless side of his 
finishing two minutes later to 

put his team in front.
Luis Enrique’s side had the 

Japanese penned into their 
own area after Gavi’s initial 
diagonal run and, while his 
low cross was half-cleared by 
the defence, the return ball 
towards the six-yard box from 
Cesar Azpilicueta was emphat-
ically headed in by the Atletico 
Madrid forward.

With only 11 minutes on 
the clock and Japan needing 
all three points to advance 
to the next round, spain’s 
early goal did not augur well 
for Moriyasu’s side. Morata 
threatened again with a low 
shot that Gonda gathered.

Japan managed to pull 
themselves back into contention 

as the half wore on, with Mae-
da’s pressure forcing unai si-
mon into an error in possession 
while Daichi Kamada saw his 
attempt blocked after switching 
to the right with Kubo.

 it was Maeda’s tireless 
terrier-like performance that 
yielded Japan’s equaliser 
three minutes into the second 
half. Once again his pressure 
forced simon into a mistake, 
the goalkeeper’s under-hit 
clearance dropping to ito, who 
fed Doan and the Freiburg for-
ward lashed the ball home.

three improbable minutes 
later Japan were in front. Doan 
this time opened up the span-
ish defence with a ball across 

goal that Kaoru Mitoma – in-
troduced at halftime – some-
how reached to cut back for 
tanaka to push over the line. 

Referee Victor Gomes ini-
tially ruled the ball had gone 
out of play but, after a lengthy 
consultation with VAR offi-
cials, the south African award-
ed the goal to prompt wild 
scenes of Japanese celebra-
tions.

Gonda denied Dani Olmo 
late in the game to preserve 
Japan’s lead as the four-
time AFC Asian Cup win-
ners booked their place in the 
knockout rounds for the sec-
ond FiFA World Cup in a row 
and the fourth time in total.
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Japan’s teammates celebrate after winning the FIFA Qatar 2022 World Cup Group E match against Spain at the Khalifa International Stadium on Thursday. (aFP)

Japan’s players react after their coach Hajime Moriyasu spoke to them soon after the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group E match against Spain at the Khalifa International Stadium on Thursday. (aFP)

Japan’s players midfielder Ritsu Doan (L) and Yuto Nagatomo pose for photographers after the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 Group E match against Spain at the Khalifa International Stadium on Thursday. (aFP)

Japan’s midfielder #17 Ao Tanaka (2L) celebrates scoring his team’s 
second goal in the FIFA Qatar 2022 World Cup Group E match against 
Spain at the Khalifa International Stadium on Thursday. (aFP)

Japan  
stun  
spain 

book 
Last 

16 
berth

Japan Spain

2 1
Ritsu Doan 48’, Ao Tanaka 51’; Alvaro Morata 11’
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 In terms of a finish, the new aim for us is the last eight. The players 
are showing us a different and new view of being able to fight on the world 
stage. I would like to set a new record of the last eight or better.
Japan coach Hajime Moriyasu

Four-time Asian Cup winners Japan have 
booked their place in the knockout rounds  
for the second FIFA World Cup in a row and 
the fourth time in total



‘I enjoy it’ says Germany’s Flick as he plans to go on despite exit
dpa

Al Khor

Germany coach Hansi Flick wants 
to stay in his post despite crashing 
out of the World Cup in the group 
stage.

“From my side, yes, I enjoy it. 
We have a good team, good players 
coming up. But it’s not up to me,” he 
told arD television on Thursday af-
ter a 4-2 win over Costa rica was not 
enough to reach the last 16.

Flick wants to lead the team to 
the home european Championship 
in 2024, when his contract ends.

But the 57-year-old also said: “my 
disappointment is huge, we have to 
get over it first.” In a later news con-

ference, Flick said he wanted to come 
to terms with the World Cup exit 
“very, very quickly.” He added: “I am 
always very critical, and that will also 
be part of the analysis.” The coach 
said that the disappointment in the 
dressing room was “enormous.” Ger-
man football federation (DFB) direc-
tor Oliver Bierhoff said: “Hansi Flick 
has a contract until 2024 and I as-
sume he will fulfil it.” 

Müller hints at retirement 
Germany forward Thomas müller 
suggested he was retiring from in-
ternational football following their 
World Cup exit.

The 33-year-old Bayern munich 
forward struggled in Qatar, with Ger-

many going out in the group stage for 
the second straight edition.

a 4-2 win over Costa rica was not 
enough as Japan beat Spain 2-1.

“If this was my last game, I want 
to say a few words to our fans who 
have supported me for years,” he 
told arD after his fourth World Cup 
including 2014 when Germany tri-
umphed. It was an enormous pleas-
ure. Dear people, thank you very 
much. We had incredible moments 
together,” he added.

“I have always tried to leave my 
heart on the field. I did it with love. 
you can be sure of that.”      The 
match against Costa rica was his 
121st international cap. He scored 44 
goals for Germany.

Germany’s coach Hans-Dieter Flick during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group E 
match against Costa Rica at the Al Bayt Stadium on Thursday. (AFP)

agencies
dohA

Spain qualified for 
the FIFa World Cup 
round of 16 despite 
a 2-1 loss to Japan in 
their final Group e 
match at the Khalifa 
International Sta-
dium.

Spain finished 
second in Group e 
with four points, while 
Japan took first with 
six.

In the round of 16, 
Spain will face Group F lead-
er morocco.

Germany was eliminated 
from the World Cup group stag-
es for the second time in a row, 
despite winning 4-2 against 
Costa rica and finishing third 
in the group with four points. 
Germany and Spain finished 
with the same number of 
points, but the latter quali-
fied due to a higher goal dif-
ference.

The Span-
iards took an ear-

ly 1-0 lead thanks 
to a goal from alvaro 

morata, but Japan 
scored twice in the first 
seven minutes of the 
second half.

The goals were 
scored within four 
minutes of each other. 
In the 48th minute, 

ritsu Doan scored 
to tie the game, 
and then ao 
Tanaka scored 
a controversial 
goal to give Ja-
pan the lead.

T h e 
g a m e - w i n -

ning goal was 
initially not 

given because 
the ball appeared 

to have gone out of 
play near the Spain 
goal. However, a 

video review 
d e t e r m i n e d 

that the ball remained in play. 
To be out of play in soccer, the 
entire circumference of the ball 
must cross the entire out of 
bounds line.

There could have been some 
space between the bottom of the 
ball and the line as well.

Japan will face Croatia in 
the round of 16 after 
Croatia tied Bel-
gium on Thurs-
day morning. 
The Japanese are 
making their sec-
ond consecutive 
knockout round 
appearance, and 
they have reached 
the round of 16 
in four of their 
last six World 
Cup appear-
ances.

Spain 
is prob-
a b l y 
n o t 
t o o 
u p -

set with finishing second in the 
group. yes, winning the group 
is satisfying, but instead of fac-
ing a Croatian team that reached 
the World Cup final in 2018, 
Spain now faces morocco in the 
knockout rounds.

The loss also means that 
Spain will likely avoid a quar-
terfinal matchup with Brazil and 
will be on the opposite side of 
the bracket as both Brazil and 
argentina. Instead, Spain’s like-
ly quarterfinal opponent would 
be Portugal, and Spain is now 
on england’s side of the bracket.

What’s next for Germany?
The German national Team 

entered this World Cup with-
out many of the stalwarts who 
helped propel them to victory in 
2014 and were part of the team 
that crashed out of the 2018 
World Cup. While neuer and 
Thomas muller were notable 
holdovers, players such as Leroy 
Sane, Serge Gnabry, Jamial mu-
siala, and others were given a 
chance to compete in this World 
Cup.

and, while Germany has a 
plethora of attacking options, it 
is clear that it requires a stronger 
defense. The Germans allowed 
five goals in three games. The 
back four was a question head-

ing into the tournament, and 
it’s become even more so now. 
Finding the next generation of 
top-tier defenders is critical be-
fore the 2026 World Cup.

It is the second World Cup in 
a row where four-times champi-
ons Germany have been elimi-
nated in the group stage.

“For me personally this is an 
absolute catastrophe,” Germany 
forward

Thomas müller, 33, told 
arD, suggesting he will now re-
tire from international football.

“If this was my last game, I 
want to say a few words to our 
fans who have supported me 
for years. I have always tried to 
leave my heart on the field.”

The game was also historic 

as it was the first men’s World 
Cup game

to be refereed by a female - 
Frenchwoman Stéphanie Frap-
part. Storied Germany are the 
biggest casualties of the compe-
tition so far, with second-ranked 
Belgium also going out earlier 
on Thursday.

Coach Hansi Flick took over 
from 2014 World Cup-winning 
coach Joachim Löw last year 
after a disappointing last-16 
exit at the euros. Flick made 
a great start, winning his first 
eight games in charge but re-
sults in the nations League then 
dropped off. They began their 
Qatar campaign with a shock 2-1 
defeat by Japan but fought well 
in the 1-1 draw with Spain.
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Spain’s forward Alvaro Morata (third right) celebrates scoring his team’s 
first goal during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group E match  at the 
Khalifa International Stadium in Doha on Thursday. (AFP)

Germany’s players gesture to fans at the end of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Group E match against Costa Rica at the Al Bayt Stadium 
on Thursday. (AFP)

La rOJa 
THrOUGH,  
GermaNy OUT
Spain qualify for FIFA World 
Cup Round of 16 despite loss 
to Japan, Germany eliminated

Spain’s forward #07 Alva-
ro Morata (R) celebrates 
scoring his team’s first 
goal with Spain’s forward 
#17 Yeremy Pino at the 
Khalifa International Sta-
dium on Thursday. (AFP)



DPA AnD Agencies
Doha/al Rayyan

Belgium were dumped out of the 
World Cup in Qatar on Thursday af-
ter a 0-0 draw with last 16 qualifiers 
Croatia was not enough to advance, 
while morocco beat Canada 2-1 and 
are through as group F winners.

minutes after the game, Bel-
gium coach Roberto martinez an-
nounced he’d be leaving his role af-
ter more than six years — a decision 
he said he had reached before the 
World Cup started.

His departure could easily have 
been delayed.

lukaku, Belgium’s record scorer 
but only recently back from injury, 
came on as a halftime substitute and 
squandered several great chances, 
the best coming in stoppage time 
when Thorgan Hazard’s cross fell to 
him at the back post, barely 2 me-
ters (yards) out. The ball struck lu-
kaku’s midriff and instead of rolling 
into the net, it bounced back across 
the front of the goal and was gath-
ered by Croatia goalkeeper Dominik 
livakovic.

lukaku also hit the inside of 
the post with the goal virtually un-
guarded. Another chance, from a 
header in front of goal, sailed over 
the bar following a cross from Kevin 
De Bruyne that might have come 
from a ball that was out of play.

lukaku punched the side of 
the dugout as 
he walked off, 
knocking the 
p l e x i g l a s s 
screen out 
of place. He 
was seen sob-
bing as Belgium 
assistant coach Thierry 
Henry consoled him.

“We could have won this game 
by three goals and we’d be walking 
away feeling very different,” mar-
tinez said. “i thought (lukaku) 
moved very well, got in great situ-
ations, and what was missing was 
the finish. it was the difference be-
tween hitting the post and going in, 
and hitting the post and going out.”

Croatia, the 2018 runner-up 
led by luka modric, will attempt 
to make another deep run at the 
World Cup after also reaching the 
semifinals in 1998. The Croats will 
play the winner of group e on mon-
day.

Belgium is facing the breakup 
of its talented but underachieving 
squad after failing to live up to its 

status as the second-ranked team 
and one of the tournament fa-
vorites. What has long been called 
Belgium’s “golden generation” — 
now featuring six players with more 
than 100 appearances — is set to 
split with the World Cup semifinal 
appearance in 2018 as its peak.

The team, which has faced re-
ports of infighting and divisions 
between players during the tourna-
ment in Qatar, scored only one goal 
in three games and saved its best 
performance until its final match. it 
came too late.

The fitness issues of lukaku — 
injured for most of this season with 
thigh and hamstring problems — 
have proved to be a huge blow for 
the team. The inter milan striker 
missed the 1-0 win over Canada, 
came on as an 81st-minute substi-
tute in the 2-0 loss to morocco and 
then played the second half against 
Croatia.

The golden Belgian generation 
led by Kevin De Bruyne and Rome-
lu lukaku probably missed the last 
chance of winning a World Cup af-
ter they failed to break the deadlock 
against Croatia despite several clear 
chances in the second half.

Croatia, meanwhile, have to set-
tle for second in group F but will 

be relieved to progress to the first 
knock-out round after they had an 
early penalty overturned for offside.

Belgium were ranked second 
in the world and finished third in 
2018.

“it’s not easy to win a game like 
this. Today we were ready but wast-

ed too many goal chances,” Bel-
gium coach Roberto martinez 

said.
“We can leave with 

our heads held high.” 
He said the golden 

generation was 
not done, but it 
was time to be 

“bringing the 
next genera-
tion on. it’s 
not what 
names are on 

the pitch, the 
legacy can be left 

in many ways.” He 
later told a news 
conference he was 
now leaving as 
Belgium coach.

Belgium were 
the first side 
with a chance 
after great play 
by De Bruyne 
in the 12th 
minute, but 

Dries mertens’ finish went well over 
the bar.

Belgium were not at their best 
right from the start of their World 
Cup campaign. in the first match 
against a much weaker Canada, the 
Red Devils just scraped through. 
While the Alphonso Davbies-led 
Canda caused them a lot of trouble, 
michy Batshuayi fortunately found 
the back of the net at the fag end of 
the game.

The biggest shock for Belgium 
came when they were defeated 2-0 
by morocco in their second game, in 
what was a complete domination by 
the African side. in fact, there have 
been reports of rifts in the dressing 
room of Belgium. in a press confer-
ence, star player Kevin de Bruyne 
said that they were ‘too old’ to 
win the World Cup. . given 
all that, their ouster 
early in the tour-
nament is not 
much of a sur-
prise.
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Belgium’s goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois catches the ball during the match against 
Croatia on Thursday. (aFP)

Croatia’s Dejan Lovren and Luka Modric cel-
ebrate after beating Belgium at the Ahmad 
Bin Ali Stadium in Al Rayyan on Friday. (aFP)

Belgium needed to win. Croatia needed a draw. Now, Croatia will stay as Belgium’s ‘golden generation’ pack bags 

SCORELINE
Croatia Belgium

0 0

Roberto Martínez

‘That was my 
last game as 
national coach’

DPA
al Rayyan

RoBeRTo martínez announced his resigna-
tion as Belgium coach after their group stage 
exit at the World Cup.

“That was my last game as national coach 
today. of course it’s very emotional,” the 
Spaniard told reporters on Thursday after 
the 0-0 draw against Croatia in Qatar.

Belgium thus missed out on the knock-
out rounds at a World Cup for the first time 
since 1998 after Romelu lukaku spurned a 
host of second-half chances. morocco and 
Croatia went through from group F instead.

The 49-year-old martínez went on to 
explain that he had already made the deci-
sion before the World Cup to quit after the 
tournament. He led Belgium to third place 
in 2018.

“You can imagine that i had many offers 
after finishing third in 2018, but i wanted to 
be loyal and fulfil my contract. Now our jour-
ney is over. But my decision has nothing to do 
with the elimination in the group stage,” said 
martínez. A former everton manager,  mar-
tínez had been Belgium coach since 2016.

Peter Bossaert, chief executive of the 
Royal Belgian Football Association, said in 
a statement: “We thank Roberto martínez 
for everything he achieved with this golden 
generation, as a coach as well as a technical 
director: four consecutive years number one 
on the FiFA ranking, a bronze medal at the 
2018 World Cup, qualification for the ueFA 
2021 euros, the 2021 ueFA Nations league 
Final Four and the 2022 World Cup.

“With his team Roberto left an immense 
legacy for the next Belgian football genera-
tions.” With the likes of lukaku, Kevin De 
Bruyne, eden Hazard and Thibaut Courtois, 

Belgium had a squad over 
recent years which 

most nations could 
only dream of.

But they failed 
to secure silver-
ware and with 

many of their 
stars over 30, 
this is likely to be 

the last World Cup 
for the so-called 

golden generation.

 We could have won this 
game by three goals and we’d be 
walking away feeling very different.

Belgium coach Roberto Martinez

Belgium’s Romelu Lukaku 
reacts after missing an 
opportunity against Croatia 
on Thursday. (aFP)

World 
No 2 
dumped

out



Tribune news neTwork
Dakar (Senegal)

The International Centre for 
Sport Security (ICSS) and its 
partners the United Nations Of-
fice of Counter-Terrorism (UN-
OCT) and the United Nations 
Interregional Crime and Justice 
Research Institute (UNICRI) 
along with representatives of 
the Republic of Senegal joined 
forces to host the first National 
Focal Points (NFPs) Regional 
Forum for Africa.

The event, which took place 
in Dakar, Senegal on 30 No-
vember-1 December, aims to 
be a reference event in Africa to 
engage high level policy-mak-
ers, stakeholders and youth in 
terms of major sporting events 
(MSe) and to build resilience 
to violent extremism.

The Forum was organized 
within the framework of the 
multi-year Global Programme 
on the Security Major Sport-
ing events, and Promotion of 
Sport and Its Values as a Tool 
to Prevent Violent extremism 
(Global Sports Programme), 
an initiative supported by the 
State of Qatar, the People’s Re-
public of China and the Repub-
lic of Korea as donors.

The Global Programme 
is aimed at strengthening the 
protection of MSe through en-
hanced international coopera-
tion and sustainable security 
approaches while promoting 
the values of sport as a power-
ful means to counter terrorism 
and prevent violent extremism.

During the two-day event, 
partners have introduced the 
Global Sports Programme and 
the Global Guide on the Secu-
rity of Major Sporting events: 
Promoting Sustainable Secu-
rity & Legacies produced by the 
Global Programme.

The Forum was an opportu-
nity to overview Global Sports 
Programme’s security outputs 
and national perspectives on 
sport for preventing violent 
extremism. It also provided an 

e-training and practical group 
exercise to help participants 
understand in greater depth 
how to identify challenges 
on major sport events safety 
and security and prevention 
of extremism using the val-
ues of sport as elaborated by 
the Global Sports Programme, 
paving the way for future inte-
grated workshops and training 
for African countries. 

Diogo Guia, Director of 
Sport Public Policy, ICSS, said: 
“This Forum, which kicks start 
a new partnership with African 

countries, offers a unique op-
portunity in supporting them 
to build national capacities in 
terms of sport security and the 
use of sport to prevent violent 
extremism.

The Global Programme is 
gaining pace as more and more 
to provide assistance in this 
field to many countries such as 
Cameroun, Costa Rica, el Sal-
vador, and Maldives.

We reaffirm our strong com-
mitment to continuing to pro-
vide technical assistance and en-
hance policy coordination and 

practical cooperation towards 
making instruments of security 
of major sporting events and the 
use of sport to combat extrem-
ism more inclusive.”

The International Centre 
for Sport Security (ICSS)
The International Centre for 
Sport Security (ICSS) is a global, 
independent and non-profit 
organisation. It works tirelessly 
to address some of the most 
prominent challenges and issues 
facing the world of sport today, 
as well as to protect it from 

emerging and future threats. 
Having brought together respect-
ed leaders from sport, govern-
ment agencies, law enforcement, 
international organisations, 
academia and the business 
community, the ICSS has an 
established team of experts in 
the fields of sport, international 
cooperation and event safety 
and security, sport integrity and 
socio-economic development.
Through its services and with 
the support of its donors, the 
ICSS has been able to invest in 
several pioneering initiatives to 

safeguard sport – from initiat-
ing the first-ever research into 
the scale of manipulation of 
sports competitions as part 
of the Sorbonne-ICSS Sport 
Integrity research Programme 
(2012-2014), to working with 
the international organisations 
leading to the development of 
advanced policies in different 
fields pertaining to the protection 
of sport – the ICSS continues to 
make an impact through project 
expansion and building new 
programmes in collaboration with 
its partners.

UNICRI, UNOCT and ICSS hold first National  
Focal Points Regional Forum for Africa
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The event, which took place in Dakar, Senegal on 30th November and 1st December, aims to be a reference event in Africa to engage high level policy-makers, stakeholders and youth 
in terms of major sporting events (MSE) and to build resilience to violent extremism.

Four England tons in 
record-breaking romp

iCC
rawalPInDI

eNGLAND smashed 506/4 on 
the opening day of the first Test 
against Pakistan in Rawalpin-
di, breaking a slew of records in 
the process on Thursday.

On their first day of return 
to Pakistan to play Test cricket 
after 17 years, england broke 
several records including the 
most runs scored on the first 
day of a Test match. here are a 
few records that went for a toss 
on day one in Rawalpindi.

england’s 506 runs on the 
first day of the Test match is 
an all-time record for the most 
runs scored on day one of a 
Test match. 

They beat the 494 runs 
made by Australia against 
South Africa in Sydney in the 
first Test of the series in 1910.

Then, Australia finished 
on 494/6. Australia also made 
482/5 in 86.5 overs in Adelaide 
against South Africa on day one 
of the 2012 Test, a scoring rate 
of 5.57.

england’s 506 runs came off 
a mere 75 overs with 15 overs left 
unused in the day, a stunning 
run rate of 6.75 in the day.

Four centurions on day one
Openers Zak Crawley and Ben 
Duckett aside, harry Brook 
and Ollie Pope too completed 
hundreds, all but one of them 
getting to the three-figure mark 
at a strike rate of more than 
100. This is the first time that 
there have been four centuri-

ons on day one of a Test match.
Crawley and Duckett 

smashed an opening stand of 
233 in 35.4 overs, a scoring 
rate of 6.53, making it the high-
est run rate in an opening part-
nership of 200 or more runs in 
Test cricket.

Overall, there have only 
been three double-century 
opening partnerships in ex-
cess of six runs per over: Joe 
Burns and David Warner (6.29 
runs per over v New Zealand in 
2015) and Graeme Smith and 
AB de Villiers (6.22 runs per 
over v Zimbabwe in 2005).

Six fours in an over
england’s harry Brook 
smashed six fours in an over off 
debutant Saud Shakeel, mak-
ing it just the fifth instance of 
a batter hitting six fours in one 
over of a Test match.

Sandeep Patil v Bob Willis 
in 1982, Chris Gayle v Matthew 
hoggard in 2004, Ramnaresh 
Sarwan v Munaf Patel in 2006 
and Sanath Jayasuriya vs 
James Anderson in 2007 were 
the other instances.
Scores: England 506 for 4 
(Crawley 122, Pope 108, Duckett 
107, Brook 101*) vs Pakistan.

Trainer Ibrahim Saeed Al Malki and jockey Tomas Lukasek were in the winners’ enclosure together for 
the 2nd time as they teamed up with the Noora Racing Limited-owned Al Ghariyah (GB) to win the Sawda 
Natheel Stakes Cup, the feature race of Qatar Racing & Equestrian Club’s (QREC) 16th Race Meeting at Al 
Rayyan Racecourse on Thursday evening. It was the trainer’s treble. QREC Racing Manager Abdulla Rashid Al 
Kubaisi presented the trophies to the winners. (Tnn)

QrEC 16th rACE MEEt: Al GhAriyAh 
winS SAwdA nAthEEl StAkES 

Visitors 506-4 on opening day of Rawalpindi Test

England’s Harry Brook (L) and captain Ben Stokes (2L) walk back to 
pavilion at the end the first day of the first cricket Test against Pakistan 
at the Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium, in Rawalpindi on Thursday. (aFP)
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Having taken a point from their opening two matches, Uruguay 
must beat Ghana on Friday to progress from Group H

Ghana vs Uruguay (6pm) at Al Janoub Stadium

Uruguay’s for-
ward Luis Suarez 
speaks at the  
Qatar National 
Convention 
Center on  
Thursday. (AFP)

Uruguay players attend a training session at the Al Erssal  on Thursday. (AFP)

File photo of Uruguay’s striker Luis Suarez (left) stopping the ball with the hand leading to a red card 
and a penalty for Ghana during the extra-time of 2010 World Cup quarter-final match. (AFP)

Key Stats
 Ghana have not kept a clean sheet in 

their last nine World Cup matches. 
 Uruguay were unbeaten in five FIFA World 
Cup group stage matches against European 
teams prior to their defeat by Portugal. 
 Ghana’s two group games have featured 
10 goals. They were on the wrong end of a 
five-goal thriller against Portugal but beat 
South Korea 3-2, snapping their six-game 
winless run in the World Cup group stage. 
 Uruguay, who have yet to score at this 
year’s finals, have only failed to qualify for 
the knockout phase in one of their last six 
World Cup appearances. 

Previous meetings: 
 Their only previous meeting was in the in-
famous 2010 World Cup quarter-final, when 
Uruguay’s Luis Suarez was sent off for a 
blatant handball only for Ghana to miss the 
resulting penalty and lose the shootout after 
the match finished 1-1 after extra time.

I won’t apologise for that. I took a 
red card, it was not my fault that the 
Ghana player missed the penalty. 
Maybe I could apologise if I had 
injured the player
– Luis Suarez

While the Black Stars coach 
Otto Addo insisted Ghana will 
not be out for revenge, Suarez 
has been a hugely unpopular 
figure in the African nation 
since he handled on the line 
to deny Dominic Adiyiah a 
goal in extra-time of a World 
Cup quarter-final tie in 2010

Ghana’s coach 
Otto Addo 
gives a press 
conference at 
the Qatar  
National  
Convention 
Center on 
Thursday. (AFP)

Ghana’s players take part in a 
training session at the Aspire 
Zone in Doha on Thursday. 
(AFP)

dpa
DohA 

Luis suarez feels no need to 
apologise for his handball 
against Ghana 12 years ago, 
as he hopes to propel uru-
guay into the World Cup 

last 16.
Having taken a point from their 

opening two matches in Qatar, uru-
guay must beat Ghana on Friday to 
progress from Group H.

However, the game at Al Janoub 
stadium is something of a grudge 
match - at least from the point of view 
of Ghana supporters.

While the Black stars coach Otto 
Addo insisted Ghana will not be out 
for revenge, suarez has been a hugely 
unpopular figure in the African na-
tion since he handled on the line to 
deny Dominic Adiyiah a goal in extra-
time of a World Cup quarter-final tie 
in 2010.

suarez was sent off, but Asamoah 
Gyan hit the crossbar from the result-
ing spot-kick, with uruguay going on 
to progress to the semi-finals by win-
ning the penalty shoot-out.

The former Liverpool and Barce-
lona star has never considered apolo-
gising, though.

“i won’t apologise for that,” he 
said in a press conference.  “i took a 
red card, it was not my fault that the 
Ghana player missed the penalty. 
Maybe i could apologize if i had in-
jured the player.” 

When it was put to suarez that 
Ghana, who could go through with a 
point, might be even more motivated 
if he plays in what could well be his fi-
nal World Cup game, the 35-year-old 
suggested an obsession with revenge 
is unhealthy.

“i haven’t thought about this. i 
don’t know what people are saying or 
if they want revenge,” he replied.

“We beat Portugal in 2018, have 
you heard Portuguese people saying 
they needed revenge?” 

suarez also referenced the inci-
dent involving Giorgio Chiellini in the 
2014 World Cup, when the uruguay 
forward bit the italy defender on the 
shoulder.

“What i did to Chiellini, i made a 
mistake, but afterwards we played to-
gether in the Champions League and 
shook hands,” he added.

“You can’t focus on the past and 
revenge, that can be counter-produc-
tive.” 

uruguay coach Diego Alonso 
said: “For us it’s a defining match and 
that’s what matters, i don’t know if 
Ghana will want revenge, we respect 
them and we will try to be better to be 
able to qualify.” 

His counterpart Addo, mean-
while, reiterated Ghana’s minds are 
not fixed on revenge.

“it was very sad what happened in 
2010, but we can’t change it. in gen-
eral, it is about perspective,” Addo 
said.

 2010 handball
UrUgUay star sUarez 

won’t apologise to ghana over 
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Portugal defender Nuno Mendes 
sidelined but to stay in Qatar

dpa
Berlin

NuNo Mendes looks set to 
miss the rest of the World Cup 
but will stay with Portugal in 
Qatar, coach Fernando Santos 
has announced.

The Paris Saint-Germain 
left-back seemed set to be an 
important member of the Por-
tugal team in Qatar, but a thigh 
injury has scuppered hopes of 
being a fixture in the side.

Mendes was not involved 
in the opening 3-2 win against 
Ghana but started against uru-
guay on Monday, only to be 
substituted just 42 minutes 
into that game and replaced by 
Borussia Dortmund’s Raphael 
Guerreiro.

He left the field in tears, 
and that seems likely to be 
his only involvement in the 
tournament, with Guerreiro 
the obvious choice to be Por-
tugal’s starter at left-back 
against South Korea on Friday 
and thereafter, with the team’s 
place in the knockout stage se-
cured.

The 20-year-old was also 
troubled by a thigh problem 

in the weeks leading up to the 
tournament but returned to 
the PSG starting line-up for 
two games before joining up 
with his national side. Santos 

said: “He will stay with us here 
in Qatar because that’s what 
the players wanted.

“He wanted to stay here 
with us, this really reflects the 

spirit of the team and how 
united we all are.

“I feel sad for those who 
won’t be able to play, but it has 
to encourage me and the other 

players, because we have to 
make up for those who aren’t 
there.” A statement from the 
Portuguese federation, the 
FPF, read: “The international 
Nuno Mendes, after carrying 
out tests, was considered una-
vailable for the work of the na-
tional team by the health and 
performance unit of the FPF.  
“The player suffered a muscle 
injury in his left thigh during 
the game between Portugal 
and uruguay. Nuno Mendes 
will remain part of the national 
delegation in Qatar, where he 
will begin the recovery work.”

Portugal’s defender Nuno Mendes (bottom) lies on the pitch during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group H match at 
the Lusail Stadium in Lusail on Thursday. (AFP)

agency
dohA

WHeN Portugal plays South 
Korea in the 2022 World Cup 
on Friday, they will be vying 
for first place in Group H.

Fernando Santos’ side 
only needs a point to be as-
sured of finishing first in the 
group, while South Korea 
must defeat the european na-
tion to advance to the round 
of 16.

Paulo Bento’s team came 
back from two goals down to 
tie the game at 2-2 just past 
the hour mark at education 
City Stadium, but Moham-
med Kudus’ second goal of 
the game in the 68th minute 
secured all three points for 
Ghana, putting them in pole 
position to join Portugal in 
the round of 16.

South Korea is third in the 
section by one point, but they 
can still advance to the com-
petition’s knockout round. 
Indeed, Bento’s team must 
defeat Portugal in order to 
advance; if they defeat San-
tos’s team and uruguay de-
feats Ghana, goal difference 
will separate the two teams.

Former Portugal interna-
tional and South Korea coach 
Paulo Bento said on Thursday 
that his country has “one of 
the greatest generations of 
Portuguese football.”

“He (Ronaldo) is a world 
class player, this is a well 
known fact, and they have all 
these talented players,” de-
fender Kim Young-gwon said 
at a news conference. We’ll 
have to play as a team, as one 
unit, to keep them at bay.

“We played our first two 
games with passion, and we’ll 
have to do it again tomorrow.” 
But we’ll also need some luck. 
If we have everything, we can 
perform a miracle.”

“We don’t have anywhere 
else to go than forward,” said 
Kim on Thursday.

Bento added that it did 
not matter whether his Por-
tugal counterpart, Fernando 
Santos, fielded a first-choice 
team. “He can play in differ-
ent ways, with different for-
mations, he can make three or 
four changes in his team and 
they stay at the same level,” 
said Bento.

“In addition, the context 
is favourable to them, since 
they are already qualified and 
a draw will ensure first place.”

Bento will be suspended 
for the game after picking up 
a red card in the Ghana game, 
but he fully trusts his assis-
tants. “They make most of the 
choices, they suggest them to 
me. It’s not going to be a prob-
lem. This time they will be on 
their own but it won’t change 
much,” added Bento, who said 
he will sing the Portuguese 

anthem from the stands.
The Asian Tigers last ad-

vanced to the knockout round 
in 2010, with their previous 
two World Cups ending in the 
group stage.

Given the strength of their 
opponents, it was always go-
ing to be a tough ask for them 
to make it out of this section, 
but they are still in the run-
ning, and the fact that Por-
tugal has already qualified 
could work in their favour on 
Friday.

As previously stated, Por-
tugal has already qualified for 
the competition’s knockout 
round, but a win or a draw in 
this match would guarantee 
them first place in the group.

Santos’ team began the 
World Cup with a 3-2 victory 
over Ghana, and Cristiano 
Ronaldo became the first man 
to score in five World Cups.

on Monday, Portugal de-
feated uruguay 2-0, with Bru-
no Fernandes scoring twice to 
secure the european nation’s 
place in the tournament’s 

last-16 stage. The team leads 
the section going into 

the final matchday, 
three points ahead 
of second-placed 
Ghana, who are vy-
ing for the second 
qualification spot.

A Selecao fin-
ished third at the 

1966 World Cup and fourth 
at the 2006 competition, but 
they have not been past the 
round of 16 since the 2006 
tournament, with two of their 
last three World Cups ending 
in the first knockout round, 
while they actually failed to 
make it out of the group in 
2014.

Ahead of the tournament, 
Portugal were not considered 
to be one of the favourites, but 
they have impressed in their 
opening two matches and will 
certainly be looking to finish 
their group-stage campaign 
with a strong result against 
South Korea.

South Korea have not been 

able to use Hwang Hee-chan 
in the tournament thus far 
due to a hamstring problem, 
and the forward remains a 
major doubt for Friday’s con-
test.

Son Heung-min will again 
be a certain starter for Ben-
to’s team in this match, with 
the 30-year-old set to win 
his 107th cap for the national 
side, while Napoli’s Kim Min-
jae will line up in the middle 
of the defence.

South Korea’s coach Paulo Bento (centre) talks to players during a training session at Al Egla Training Site 5 
in Doha on Thursday. (AFP)

South Korea’s Portuguese coach Paulo Bento (centre) talks to players during a training session at Al Egla 
Training Site 5 in Doha on Thursday. (AFP)

Group H: South Korea vs Portugal (6pm) at Education City Stadium

Key Stats
 Portugal are already 
through to the knockout 
stage and can secure 
top spot with a draw 
or a win, while South 
Korea will be out if they 
fail to win. 
 Forward Cho Gue-
sung is the first player 
to score two goals in 
a World Cup match for 
South Korea. 
 Portugal have lost 
only one of their last 14 
World Cup group-stage 
matches (W8 d5). 
 South Korea are 
the only Asian country 
to have reached the 
semi-finals of the World 
Cup, when they were 
co-hosts in 2002, while 
Portugal’s best achieve-
ment was the third-
place finish in 1966.
 
Previous meetings:  
 South Korea de-
feated Portugal 1-0 in 
a group game at the 
World Cup in 2002 as 
Park Ji-sung scored for 
the Asian side, which 
was then managed by 
Guus hiddink.

South Korea 
muSt attacK 
and hope for 
lucK againSt

 We played our first two 
games with passion, and we’ll 
have to do it again tomorrow.” 
But we’ll also need some luck. 
If we have everything, we can 
perform a miracle

Paulo Bento                   
South Korea coach

Portugal’s coach 
Fernando San-
tos at a press 
conference 
at the Qatar 
National Con-
vention Center 
(QNCC) in Doha 
on Thursday. 
(AFP)

South Korea’s Portuguese 
coach Paulo Bento 
(left) and defender Kim 
Young-gwon at a press 
conference at the Qatar 
National Convention 
Center (QNCC) in Doha on 
Thursday. (AFP)

The international Nuno 
Mendes, after carrying out 
tests, was considered 
unavailable for the work of 
the national team by the 
health and performance unit 
of the FPF.
Portuguese Federation

Bento’s team must defeat Portugal in 
order to advance; if they defeat Santos’s 
team and Uruguay defeats Ghana, goal 
difference will separate the two teams

Portugal



Serbian striker Vlahovic willing to play ‘with one leg’ in Serbia’s must-win game                
dpa
Doha

Serbia and Switzerland play 
out the last chance of qualifi-
cation for the round of 16 on 
Friday. Switzerland are coming 
off the back of their late defeat 
to brazil, which in turn was 
enough to see the five-times 
champions through.

The second game also 
brought disappointment for 
Serbia, as they drew 3-3 with 
Cameroon. The eagles had 
come from a goal down to lead 
3-1, before goals in quick suc-
cession from aboubakar and 
Choupo Moting saw the game 
end all square.

To be certain of progress-
ing, Switzerland need a win 
against Serbia. They could even 
top the group on goal differ-
ence if they get it, should brazil 
lose to Cameroon. 

a draw would see the Swiss 
through in second place if bra-
zil win or draw, but if Cam-
eroon beat the South ameri-
cans then the runners-up spot 
would come down to goal dif-
ference between the african 
side and Switzerland.

Serbia, meanwhile, need to 
win to have any hope of advanc-
ing. if they do, and Cameroon 
does the same, the runners-up 
spot would be decided between 
them on goal difference. but 
if Serbia beat Switzerland and 
Cameroon fail to beat brazil, 
Serbia will go through.

Serbia coach Dragan Sto-
jkovic has vowed to get on the 
front foot and attack Switzer-
land in his side’s decisive final 
World Cup group game.

even with a victory, their 
fate will rest on the result of the 
other Group G match between 

brazil and Cameroon, but Sto-
jkovic at least wants to go down 
fighting.

“it is going to be a difficult 

match, but we need to decide 
on our destiny,” said Stojkovic. 

“Have no dilemma, we will 
do our best.

“You can’t win if you don’t 
attack. We intend to play at-
tacking football without forget-
ting to defend ourselves.

“We know that Switzerland 
are a very well-organized team 
and this is a game of patience in 
which a lot of factors can be de-
cisive, but in order to win you 
need to attack.” 

Striker aleksandar Mitro-
vic is confident Serbia can get 
the required victory.

The Fulham forward said: 
“We believe in ourselves and in 
what we do and i’m quite con-
vinced that if we play the best 
we can, that we will go through 
to the next stage.

“i feel really fit and well 
and, just like the entire team, 
can’t wait for the match.”

Juventus Dusan Vlahovic 
believes his injury woes are 
behind him ahead of Serbia’s 
must-win World Cup clash 
with Switzerland, declaring he 
would play “with one leg” if 
necessary.  

Vlahovic was an unused 
substitute as Serbia squan-
dered a 3-1 lead in Monday’s 
thrilling 3-3 draw with Cam-
eroon, having only played 
24 minutes from the bench 
in their 2-0 loss to brazil on 
matchday one after struggling 
with a groin injury.

asked about his condi-

tion at a press conference on 
Wednesday, Vlahovic said: “i 
managed to recover in 10 days 
to be available for the national 
team.

“We all talk to the coach 
every day, he knows my pos-
sibilities. if needed with one 
leg, i’m ready.  “The question is 
how much i can help the team. 
i feel much better and i’m 
ready to help us go for the win.

“We feel the support and 
you can see and feel in the air 
that the people believe in us. 
We knew that the game with 
Switzerland would be decisive 
for us, we live for it.  “against 
them, we promise to play to the 
maximum. if they are better, 
let them beat us, if not, we will 
win.” 

Switzerland edged out 
Serbia by two points to qual-
ify from Group e at the 2018 
World Cup, claiming a 2-1 vic-
tory from a highly charged 

head-to-head meeting between 
the teams.   

in the aftermath of that 
game, Switzerland goalscor-
ers Granit Xhaka and Xherdan 
Shaqiri - both of whom are of 
albanian-Kosovan descent - 
were charged by FiFa after 
appearing to celebrate their 
strikes by performing an alba-
nian nationalist gesture.

Those celebrations led to 
Serbia - which does not recog-
nise Kosovo’s independence - 
lodging a formal complaint, but 
Vlahovic was unwilling to stray 
from on-pitch matters ahead 
of the teams’ reunion. “We are 
not interested in provocations, 
we are here for the football sto-
ry,” Vlahovic said.

“There is nothing better 
and more beautiful than to win 
the next match. The passage to 
the knockout phase will mean 
everything to the whole nation 
and us.”

Serbia aim for win againSt 
SwiSS for round 16 Spot
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Serbia’s coach Dragan Stojkovic attends a press conference at the 
Qatar National Convention Center (QNCC) on Thursday. (aFP)

From left, Switzerland’s midfielder Xherdan Shaqiri, midfielder Djibril Sow, defender Ricardo Rodriguez, forward Noah Okafor and defender Eray Comert take part in a training session at the University of Doha training 
facilities on Thursday.(aFP)

 Bottom side Serbia sit two points behind second-
placed Switzerland and must win to have any hopes of 
progressing to the last 16 

      Serbia have never qualified for the knockout stages. 
      Switzerland are looking to reach the last 16 for the     

third time in a row and would need only a draw if Cam
eroon do not beat Brazil 

      Switzerland have never lost their final group game at 
their last four World Cups 

Previous meetings: 
      Switzerland beat Serbia in the only meeting between    

the two sides, when they met at the same stage in the 
2018 World Cup 

      aleksandar Mitrovic opened the scoring early for 
Serbia in that match, before Granit Xhaka and Xherdan 
Shaqiri scored in the second half to seal the three 
points. all three players are in their respective squads 
this year as well

Key Stats

Group G: Serbia vs Switzerland (10pm) at Stadium 974 

You can’t win if you don’t 
attack. We intend to play 
attacking football without 
forgetting to defend 
ourselves
– Dragan Stojkovic

Serbia’s midfielder Nemanja Gudelj (centre) takes part in a training  
session at the Al Arabi SC on Thursday. (aFP)



With the Round of 16 beRth  
assuRed, bRazil take it easy
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Agencies

Brazil coach Tite is 
set to follow the lead 
of France and rest key 
players for their fi-
nal World Cup group 
game against Cam-
eroon on Friday with 
their place in the last 

16 in Qatar already secure.
The World Cup favourites 

meet Cameroon at the lusail 
Stadium needing just a draw 
to secure the top spot in 
Group G after starting their 
campaign with wins over 
Serbia and Switzerland.

Even a defeat would 
not stop them topping the 
section so long as the Swiss 
fail to win at the same time 
against Serbia, but France 

have already shown that 
changing most of your start-
ing line-up does not necessar-
ily work out.

The holders made nine 
changes for their final group 
game against Tunisia on 
Wednesday and put in a dis-
jointed performance in a 1-0 
defeat.

“i can only measure the 
players based on what they 
do on the field. it is a risk, 

yes, but it is an oppor-
tunity for them to show 
their quality,” Tite said.

Brazil will still be 
without Neymar and 
right-back Danilo, who 
both suffered ankle in-
juries against Serbia, 
while left-back alex 
Sandro is ruled out too.

Tite is expected to 
rest goalkeeper alisson 
Becker, centre-back 

duo Thiago Silva and Marquin-
hos, Casemiro, lucas Paqueta, 
Vinicius Junior and richar-
lison against a Cameroon side 
who have to win to stand a 
chance of progressing.

among the players set to 
come into the side are Man-
chester City goalkeeper 

Ederson, liverpool midfielder 
Fabinho, and veteran right-
back Dani alves.

The decision to include the 
39-year-old alves, who made 
his international debut in 
2006, in the squad was criti-
cised in some quarters in Bra-
zil.

alves, who missed the 2018 
tournament due to injury, end-
ed a second spell at Barcelona 
at the end of last season and 
is now playing club football in 
Mexico.

“i have been playing for 
Brazil for many years and it 
gives me great satisfaction to 
be able to close out this cycle 
by playing at a World Cup,” 
said alves, who could be joined 
in Tite’s line-up by the likes of 
antony and Gabriel Martinelli, 
who are aged 22 and 21 respec-
tively.

“age doesn’t matter in 
football. Whether you are the 
youngest or oldest, all that mat-
ters is if you are good enough.”

Brazil have lost just once 
in the first round of the World 
Cup since 1966, and that defeat 
in 1998 to Norway came after 
they had already sewn up the 
top spot in the group.

if they top the group, they 
will play their last-16 tie on 
Monday against the runners-
up in Group H.

Group G: 
Cameroon vs 

Brazil (10 pm) at 
Lusail Stadium 

Brazil enter the contest having already qualified for the knock-
out stage with wins over Serbia and Switzerland.
After a loss to the Swiss and a draw with Serbia, Cameroon 

need a win over Brazil to have any chance of advancing to the last 
16.
Cameroon have not qualified for the knockout phase since 

their quarter-final appearance in 1990 and are without a win at the 
finals since 2002, after missing out in 2018 and losing all of their 
group stage games in 2010 and 2014.
Brazil will once again be without forward Neymar and right back 

Danilo, both ruled out of the group stage by ankle injuries.
Brazil, unbeaten in qualifying for Qatar, have won the World 

Cup five times and are favourites to win a record-extending sixth 
title. 
Brazil have played in every World Cup since 1930 but have not 

reached the final since they last won the title in 2002.

Previous meetings:
  The two sides have met six times, including twice at World 

Cups, with Brazil winning five. Cameroon’s lone victory came at the 
FIFA Confederations Cup in 2003.

Key Stats

do or die for 
cameroon

Agencies

riGoBErT Song leads 
Cameroon into its do-or-
die World Cup clash with 
Brazil on Friday and the 
game in Doha brings back 
memories for the indomi-
table lions coach of one of 
his first experiences at the 
tournament.

Song is now 46 but he 
was still just 17 when he 
played against Brazil with 
Cameroon at the 1994 
World Cup in the United 
States and was sent off in a 
3-0 defeat.

“You are taking me 
back. These are memo-
ries, and it was every kid’s 
dream to play against Bra-
zil,” Song said when asked 
about that red card at a 
press conference on Thurs-
day.

“i was 17, it was in the 
United States and i found 
myself starting in that 
game against one of the 
best teams in the world 
when i had come straight 
out of the Cameroonian 
league.

“i did what i could do 
and maybe i didn’t know 
there were rules to be re-
spected. The red card 
helped me mature as a 
player.”

Song went on to play in 
four World Cups as a player 
during a remarkable career 
which saw him turn out at 
club level for the likes of 
liverpool and Galatasaray.

He then went to the 
2014 World Cup as team 
manager of a Cameroon 
side who played Brazil in 
their last group game and 
lost 4-1.

Now at his sixth World 
Cup, Song knows Cam-
eroon have to win Friday’s 
match at the lusail Stadi-
um and hope Switzerland 
do not beat Serbia in the 
other Group G game at the 
same time if they are to ad-
vance to the last 16.

Rigobert Song

DPA
DohA 

NEYMar will not be fit to play in Brazil’s 
final World Cup group game against Came-
roon on Friday which Danilo and alex San-
dro will also miss, according to team doctor 
rodrigo lasmar.

Star forward Neymar and Danilo suf-
fered ankle injuries in the opening 2-0 win 
against Serbia and already missed Mon-
day’s 1-0 victory against Switzerland with 
which the Selecao qualified for the last 16.

lasmar said that Neymar was not only 
receiving treatment on his right ankle 
but had also developed a fever on Mon-
day which was now under control. Sandro 
meanwhile was substituted late in the Swit-
zerland game with a muscle injury.

lasmar did not say when the three 
would be fit to play again.

Brazil’s last-16 match will take place 
next week Monday or Tuesday (December 
5 or 6), depending on whether they win the 
group or finish second.

Neymar to miss 
cameroon game

 I can 
only measure 
the players 
based on what 
they do on the 
field. It is a risk, 
yes, but it is an 
opportunity for 
them to show 
their quality.

Brazil coach 
Tite

(From L) Brazil midfielder Everton Ribeiro 
and forwards Raphinha and Richarlison take 
part in a training session at the Al Arabi SC 
Stadium in Doha on Thursday. (AFP)
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  Group H  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Portugal 2 2 0 0 5 2 3 6
Ghana 2 1 0 1 5 5 0 3
South Korea 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1
Uruguay 2 0 1 1 0 2 -2 1

  Group G  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Brazil 2 2 0 0 3 0 3 6
Switzerland 2 1 0 1 1 1 0 3
Cameroon 2 0 1 1 3 4 -1 1
Serbia 2 0 1 1 3 5 -2 1

 Group a  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Netherlands 3 2 1 0 5 1 4 7
Senegal 3 2 0 1 5 4 1 6
Ecuador 3 1 1 1 4 3 1 4
Qatar 3 0 0 3 1 5 -6 0

 Group b  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
England 3 2 1 0 9 2 7 7
USA 3 1 2 0 2 1 1 5
Iran 3 1 0 2 4 7 -3 3
Wales 3 1 0 2 1 6 -5 1

 Group c  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Argentina  3 2 0 1 5 2 3 6
Poland 3 1 1 1 2 2 0 4
Mexico 3 1 1 1 2 3 -1 4
Saudi Arabia 3 1 0 2 3 5 -2 3

 Group e  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Japan 3 2 0 1 4 3 1 6
Spain 3 1 1 1 9 3 6 4
Germany 3 1 6 1 6 5 1 4
Costa Rica 3 1 0 2 3 11 -8 3

 Group d  p  W  d   L GF  Ga   Gd  pts
France 3 2 0 1 6 3 3 6
Australia 3 2 0 1 3 4 -1 6
Tunisia 3 1 1 1 1 1 0 4
Denmark 3 0 1 2 1 3 -2 1

  Group F  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Morocco 3 2 1 0 4 1 3 7
Croatia 3 1 2 0 4 1 3 5
Belgium 3 1 1 1 1 2 -1 4
Canada 3 0 0 3 2 7 -5 0

Group staGe standinGs

A dAy of 
swinging 
fortunes


