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TOuTeD as ‘dark horse’ among the arab teams 
at FiFa World Cup Qatar 2022, Morocco lived up 

to the expectations rising to emerge as leaders in 
group F beating Canada 2-1 in their last group game 
at the al Thumama Stadium on Thursday. Hakim Zi-
yech and Youssef en Nesyri had the atlas Lions 2-0 
up inside 25 minutes, but an Nayef aguerd own-goal 
swung momentum in the Canucks’ favour. 

atiba Hutchinson hit the bar in the second half, 
with the ball bouncing down on the line and back 
out, and Morocco held on for the three points. 
Morocco will now face the runners-up in group e, 
which contains Costa Rica, germany, Japan and 
Spain, in the last 16. 

Morocco players threw their coach Walid 
Regragui into the air after the match in delight. 
Regragui believes his team is capable of “great 
things” after becoming the first african team in 24 
years to top a World Cup group. 

Regragui said: “We set ourselves an objective 
of giving everything we’ve got and trying to get past 
the group stage. We’ve done that, so why not aim 
for the sky?

“We’re not going to stop here, we are a very 
difficult team to beat, so why not dream of lifting 
the trophy? “Let’s not get carried away but, if we 
are fighting fit, we know we are capable of great 
things.” SportS page 1

Amir receives messAge from 
 moroccAn monArch

His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani has received 
a verbal message from HM King Mohammed VI of the brotherly Kingdom of Morocco. The 
message pertains to bilateral relations between the two brotherly countries, and aspects of 
their growth and development. The message was conveyed by Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
African Cooperation and Moroccan expatriates of Morocco nasser Bourita when HH the 
Amir met him at Al Thumama Stadium on Thursday evening. (QNA)

QaTaR has reiterated its 
commitment to continue its 
solidarity with the fraternal 
Palestinian people, who 
continue their just struggle 
to reclaim their land, sanc-
tity, and inalienable rights 
that are supported by all 
international,  humanitarian 
laws and principles.

in a statement before 
the uN 77th session of the 
general assembly, Perma-
nent Representative of the 
State of Qatar to the united 
Nations ambassador He 
Sheikha alya ahmed bin 
Saif al Thani emphasized 
that the right of self-deter-
mination is at the forefront 
of Palestinians’ right to 
ensure the establishment 
of an independent, sus-
tainable, and viable state 
on the borders of 1967 
with east Jerusalem as its 
capital, based on the two-
state solution, arab Peace 
initiative, and in implemen-
tation of the resolutions of 
the international legitimacy. 
(QNA) page 6

Qatar reiterates 
unwavering 
solidarity with 
Palestinians

Qatar citizens to have 
visa-free entry to  

schengen countries
Qna
DOHa

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 
Thursday welcomed the ratification 
by the Committee on Civil Liberties, 
Justice and home Affairs (LIBe) of the 
european Parliament to exempt Qatari 
citizens from entry visa to Schengen 
countries without conditions. 

Advisor to the Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Spokesperson for the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs Dr Majed bin Moham-
med Al Ansari underlined that the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs welcomed 
the ratification made by the Com-
mittee on Civil Liberties, Justice and 
home Affairs (LIBe) of the european 
Parliament Thursday to exempt the 
citizens of the State of Qatar from the 
entry visa to Schengen countries with-
out conditions.

Dr Al Ansari indicated that the 
ratification of the exemption came as 
a result of the constant efforts made 
by Qatar’s mission to european Un-
ion and the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs to ensure its unfettered passage, 
expressing Qatar’s happiness for the 
ratification of the exemption with the 

majority of 42 votes in LIBe.
he noted that LIBe’s approval for 

the exemption noted that it does not 
need to be presented in general delib-
erations session of the european Par-
liament, in order to become a final ap-
proval from the european Parliament.

he clarified that the next step in-
cludes the start of deliberations in a 
tripartite commission representing 
the Council of the european Union, 
the Commission and the Parliament 
to formulate the text of the Schengen 
visa exemption agreement between 
the State of Qatar and european Un-
ion in preparation for its signature 
and implementation by the two par-
ties. Though it is difficult to set a time 
limit for these steps, it can be said 
with certainty that the essential steps 
have been completed.

he said the ministry’s follow-up 
to all stages of the issuance of the 
exemption underscores its keenness 
to overcome the difficulties faced by 
the Qatari citizens and expedite their 
travel procedures abroad. The min-
istry will spare no effort to sign fur-
ther agreements that make the Qatari 
passport among the most powerful in 
the world. 

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 delivering 
record-breaking TV audience numbers
FiFa World Cup Qatar 2022 is continuing 

to engage TV audiences around the world 
with record-breaking numbers across multiple 
markets.
iN Japan, the group game between Japan and 
Costa Rica on Sunday (November 27) drew an 
average audience of 36.37 million viewers.

 This surpassed the audience of their incred-
ible comeback against germany in their tourna-
ment opener by over 10 million and was 74% 
higher than the average domestic group stage 
audience during the FiFa World Cup in 2018.

On Thursday, November 24, in Korea Repub-
lic, 11.14 million people watched their tourna-
ment opener against uruguay. 

The broadcast saw a 97 percent increase in 
TV audience compared to the average for group 
stage matches at the FiFa World Cup in Brazil in 
2014; 18 percent higher than at Russia 2018.

Fans in europe have also been tuning in for 
the second round of group stage matches in 
great numbers.

On Sunday, November 28, 65 percent of 
people watching TV in Spain saw La Roja take 
on germany in one of the most anticipated 
games of the tournament so far. about 11.9 mil-
lion was the combined audience across cover-
age on La1 and gOL MuNDiaL, exceeding the 
audience of any group stage game for the FiFa 
World Cup in 2018. (TNN) page 7

THe Ministry of interior has 
announced that non-ticketed 
fans can enter Qatar provided 
that they have a Hayya Card, a 
booked hotel reservation, and 
pay a fee of QR500. Fans can 
apply for their Hayya Card on the 
Hayya platform. a wide selection 
of hospitality options is available 
on qatar2022.qa/book. an entry 
fee of QR500 also has to be paid 
for children aged 12 and over. 
under 12 will not be charged.  
This was previously announced 
in a press conference held last 
month, November 3, stating that 
this would enable fans across 
the globe to experience the pal-
pable football atmosphere during 
the knockout stage, which begins 
on December 3 with the Round 
of 16. (TNN)

World Cup fans 
without match 
tickets will be 
allowed entry 
from today morocco 
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Germany have crashed out of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 in the group stage, despite a 4-2 victory 
over Costa Rica. The elimination came as Japan 
stunned Spain 2-1 in the other match of Group E.
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Generation Amazing Youth Festival 
2022 turns a resounding success
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Generation Amazing Foundation, a 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 social and 
human legacy initiative, has success-
fully concluded its fourth annual youth 
festival and the second phase of its Goal 
22 international school-exchange pro-
gramme.

The Generation Amazing Youth Fes-
tival 2022 served as the in-person phase 
of the year-long Goal 22 project and 
brought together more than 300 inter-
national students in Doha to teach them 
football for development practices that 
emphasise and advance the United Na-
tions Sustainable Development Goals 
through workshops and activities, ex-
ploring topics such as sports diplomacy, 
sustainability, diversity and inclusion, 
leadership, mental health and more.

Goal 22 began in October with virtual 
sessions and will continue in 2023. The 
youth involved represented each of the 
32 competing nations at Qatar 2022 and 
will be tasked with sharing the knowl-
edge gained in their schools and commu-
nities. The festival kicked off on Novem-
ber 17 with a celebration of Generation 
Amazing positively impacting 1 million 
people across the globe and becoming a 
foundation.

Special remarks were made to more 
than 600 guests by Hassan Al Thawadi, 
Secretary General, Supreme Committee 
for Delivery & Legacy, and Chairman, 
Generation Amazing Foundation; Gi-
anni Infantino, FIFA President; Nasser 
Al Khori, Executive Director, Generation 
Amazing; David Beckham, Generation 
Amazing Ambassador; and Ryan Reyn-
olds, Hollywood actor and co-owner of 
Wrexham FC.

The keynote was given by Syrian-
American composer, Malek Jandali, 
founder of ‘Pianos for Peace’. It featured 
the premiere of sports docuseries ‘Chas-
ing Dreams’ – which was supported by 
Generation Amazing – and a surprise 
performance from The Triplets Ghetto 
Kids.

“Our aim is to help people develop 
crucial global citizenship skills while 
supporting capacity building through the 
power of football,” said Al Khori. 

“We want to offer much more than 
technical support to bring about social 
change to disadvantaged and marginal-
ised communities.”

“This requires educational and theo-
retical understanding in addition to cul-
tural awareness and exposure that is best 
gained through peer-to-peer interaction, 
and we’re very proud to provide that in 

an unprecedent way, adding and contrib-
uting to the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
legacy through our Goal 22 programme,” 
added Al Khori.

“The Generation Amazing Youth Fes-
tival, in particular, provides an oppor-
tunity for many young adults, and even 
their educators and our invited delivery 
facilitators, to be introduced to innova-
tive sport for development frameworks, 
gain insight into their opportunities and 
challenges, and learn about new perspec-
tives and cultures while expanding their 
own potential.

“We developed the Goal 22 pro-
gramme so that participants gain expo-
sure that is tangible and expansive out-
side what can be attained on the pitch or 
in a classroom, while establishing and 
reinforcing the universal values adopted 
by the United Nations, such as fair play, 
living together, enhancing understand-
ing between peoples and cultures, and 
promoting the values of tolerance and 
respect.”

Since 2019, Generation Amazing has 
hosted its youth festival on the sidelines 
of major sporting events, such as the 
FIFA Club World Cup and FIFA Arab 
Cup™. This year’s festival included work-
shops and panels that were organised 
and facilitated by more than 30 partner 
organisations. These included discus-
sions on women in sport, creating posi-
tive impact through sport, sustainability, 
climate change and inclusive leadership 

through sport, among others.
As part of the festival programme, 

youth participated in an inclusive foot-
ball activation called the ‘All-In Tourna-
ment’ – a mini World Cup – and had the 
opportunity to celebrate cross-cultural 
interaction and diversity at the closing 
cultural ceremony. In addition to local 
and international musical acts and per-
formances, students performed their 
own pieces to showcase their cultures 
and traditions. The ceremony included 
remarks from Salah Khaled, Director of 
the UNESCO Office for the Arab States of 
the Gulf and Yemen, a strategic partner 
of the festival.

Khaled said: “Thanks to Generation 
Amazing, young leaders have been able 
to take part in this innovative ecosystem 
to promote social change, healthy life-
styles and sport for all. These initiatives 
are of paramount importance as they 
create space for dialogue while fostering 
youth action and ensuring recognition of 
young voices and projects.

“UNESCO is honoured to partner 
with Generation Amazing in this festi-
val, that embodies social responsibility 
by supporting youth in fighting inequal-
ity, contributing to sustainable develop-
ment and building peace. I am proud to 
see that what we do together today will 
contribute to shaping peaceful, just and 
sustainable futures tomorrow. I am de-
lighted to see how youth celebrate the 
power of sport in a changing world.”

QNA
DOHA

A Gulf delegation from the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait praised Qatar’s hosting 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, stressing that Qatar pre-
sents an exceptional edition in 
hosting the world champion-
ship.

The delegation also appre-
ciated the cultural role of Al 
Jasra Cultural and Social Club, 
through Al Jasra Magazine, 
and the club’s continuous pio-
neering role in promoting the 
Arab cultural scene.

This came during the visit 
of the delegation, which in-
cluded a number of officials 
and parliamentarians from 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, to Al 
Jasra Cultural and Social Club 
and Souq Waqif.

The Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of Al Jasra Cul-
tural and Social Club, Ibrahim 
Al Jaidah, said that the visit 
of this delegation came within 
the framework of strengthen-
ing the bonds of cultural and 
literary communication in the 
Gulf, adding that the visit con-
firms the bonds of brotherhood 
between the people of the Gulf.

Gulf delegation praises 
Qatar’s exceptional  
hosting of World Cup

Our aim is to help people develop crucial global citizenship skills 
while supporting capacity building through the power of football. 
We want to offer much more than technical support to bring 

about social change to disadvantaged and marginalised communities.”
—  Nasser Al Khori, Executive Director, Generation Amazing

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

T
HE state-of-the-art broad-
cast network delivered by 
the Supreme Committee 
for Delivery & Legacy (SC) 
is helping media to screen 

the FIFA World Cup in high-
quality 4K resolution for the 
first time.

The 1TB bandwidth net-
work connects eight stadiums, 
33 Team Base Camps and two 
studio clusters with the Interna-
tional Broadcast Centre (IBC), 
located at Qatar National Con-
vention Centre, where live feeds 
are transmitted globally to bil-
lions of viewers.

“We have developed infra-
structure that allows broadcast-
ers to beam their pictures safely, 
quickly and in the highest reso-
lution ever achieved at a FIFA 
World Cup,” said Maryam Al 
Muftah, ICT Event Operations 
Executive Director, SC.

“We worked with cutting-

edge technology and collaborat-
ed diligently with stakeholders 
to ensure fans across the world 
can enjoy this historic tourna-
ment in a quality never seen be-
fore in history.”

As well as providing an ex-
tensive high-speed fiber-optic 
network, the SC is offering a 
range of services to FIFA’s Media 
Rights Licensees, including high-
speed broadband connectivity 

and dedicated facilities to help 
them reach their audiences. In 
addition, the SC has built a dy-
namic Internet Protocol TV net-
work to allow media to broadcast 
live from all tournament venues.

The SC has also developed 
IT and broadcasting infrastruc-
ture at all tournament venues, 
including high-speed internet, 
display screens and other au-

diovisual equipment needed to 
screen the tournament.

“The IT infrastructure we 
have developed reflects our 
commitment to host a tourna-
ment that leverages the latest 
technological innovations. We 
have worked incredibly hard to 
deliver a high-quality, reliable 
and uninterrupted feed,” said Al 
Muftah.

The entire network will be 
supported by several satellites 
at the IBC that are also capable 
of transmitting the same high-
quality feed to broadcasters 

around the world.
“Our work will leave a tre-

mendous legacy for the coun-
try,” said Al Muftah. “Thanks 
to this experience, we have built 
local capacity and skills to pro-
vide a similar service in future 
– all of which can rely on an ex-
tensive fiber-optic network de-
livering outstanding quality for 
broadcasters.”

SC delivers state-of-the-art broadcast network 
to support global coverage of Qatar WC 2022
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Kuwaiti students from ‘Balat Al-Shuhada’ High School for Boys are 
being welcomed on their arrival to attend one of the matches of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

KUWAITI STUDENTS ARRIVE 
TO WATCH WORLD CUP MATCH

HAMAD BIN SUHAIM AL THANI CHAIRMAN
ADEL ALI BIN ALI MANAGING DIRECTOR
DR HASSAN MOHAMMED AL ANSARI EDITOR-IN-CHIEFESTABLISHED SEPTEMBER 3, 2006

Tournament will utilise 4K technology for the first time in history

We have developed infrastructure that allows 
broadcasters to beam their pictures safely, 
quickly and in the highest resolution ever 

achieved at a FIFA World Cup. We worked with cutting-edge 
technology and collaborated diligently with stakeholders to 
ensure fans across the world can enjoy this historic 
tournament in a quality never seen before in history 
—Maryam Al Muftah, ICT Event Operations Executive Director, SC
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Special needs people receiving greatest care
during FIFA WC Qatar, says Jordanian expert

Khalid Tawalbeh 
Doha

Qatar pays great attention to 
people with special needs, es-
pecially to their psychological 
side, says Dr Obaida Shtayat al 
Shammari, a Jordanian expert 
who studies the psychology 
of people with special needs. 
“Qatar is a great country for 
people with special needs,” he 
added.

In statements to Qatar 
tribune, Dr Shtayat said Qatar 
always seeks to integrate this 
category of people with the 
rest of the society, adding that 
Qatar works hard to make ad-
aptations to the environment, 
services and public facilities to 
suit the needs of this category. 

On Qatar’s role toward 
people with special needs, Dr 
Shtayat explained: “allow me 
to call the FIFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022 the most excep-
tional and best tournament in 
its history, as it targets all cat-
egories of the global commu-
nity without discrimination.

“Qatar considered every-
one in the country, whether 
in the process of ticket sales 
or the infrastructure and 
other facilities, with the aim 
of providing equal oppor-
tunities for all, with special 
emphasis to promote the par-
ticipation of people with dis-
abilities at all stages.

“First of all, due to my 
specialization and direct 
contact with people with dis-
abilities, I have noticed that 
Qatar, in all its fields, is inter-
ested to encourage the par-
ticipation of people with dis-
abilities as productive actors. 
they make no difference to 
ordinary people in any work 
they receive, and Qatar pro-
vided appropriate conditions 
for them to do their job.”

He stressed: “One can no-
tice this clearly as the country 
engages and involves people 
with disabilities in all process-
es of the FIFa World Cup Qa-
tar 2022. the role of Qatar has 
been distinguished by the in-

clusion of people with disabili-
ties in the organization of the 
World Cup since its inception, 
integrating people with dis-
abilities with volunteers who 
help others in buying tickets 
and identifying landmarks.” 

He pointed out that Qatar 
has specially designed all the 
WC infrastructure and stadi-
ums to enable people with dis-
abilities of all kinds -- includ-
ing motor, auditory, mental 
and even visual disabilities 
– to have easy access to them. 
“It’s great, Qatar!” he said.

“If you have a closer look 
at the World Cup facilities, 
you will notice that the pedes-
trian corridors have special 

lanes for people with motor 
disabilities. there are spe-
cial markings on the ground 
to help the visually impaired. 
the roads were specially de-
signed to ensure the safety of 
them as well as of ordinary 
people,” he added. 

“air-conditioned seats and 
special places for people with 
motor disabilities have been 
allocated inside the means 
of transport, including in the 
metro and buses. all facilities, 
including parks, museums, 
fan zones and other public 
places, have services and facil-
ities for people with disabili-
ties,” he underlined. 

Dr Shtayat pointed out 

that stadiums have special 
places for people with motor 
disabilities, enabling them 
to watch the matches clearly. 
Special high-quality head-
phones have been provided 
for the hearing impaired to 
listen to the commentary of 
matches, he said.

“there are sensory rooms 
for people with disabilities. 
the rooms are the first of their 
kind in the world inside foot-
ball stadiums to help people 
with autism spectrum disorder 
and those with sensory per-
ception difficulties,” he added. 
“We can’t forget that special 
training sessions were organ-
ized for people with disabili-

ties to familiarize them with 
the services and special facili-
ties available for them at the 
stadiums and other venues.”

“Qatar, through World 
Cup Qatar 2022, aimed to 
ensure the highest participa-
tion rate and to be the most 
convenient tournament for 
people around the world, in-
cluding people with special 
needs, without discrimina-
tion. the country tries to give 
equal opportunities for people 
with disabilities to raise their 
morale and instill confidence 
in them so that they can rely 
on themselves and be inde-
pendent like other people,” Dr 
Shtayat concluded.

refugees, idPs, Qc’s orphans 
enjoy World cup atmosphere

Tribune news neTworK
Doha

amIDSt a remarkable sport-
ing, cultural and festive atmos-
phere, internally displaced per-
sons (IDPs) and refugees have 
been watching the matches 
of the FIFa World Cup Qatar 
2022 in their camps in sev-
eral countries through the ‘Fan 
Zones’, which are supervised 
by Qatar Charity (QC) in coop-
eration with its partners. the 
Fan Zones have been enabling 
them to enjoy the FIFa World 
Cup atmosphere at the refugees 
and IDPs camps. 

the refugees and IDPs 
communities expressed their 
happiness with the ‘Qatar FIFa 
2022 for all: Celebrating Foot-
ball with refugees and Dis-
placed People’ initiative, term-
ing it as a “brilliant gesture” 
from the organizers. thanks to 
the State of Qatar and the Fan 
Zones set up by QC, it has be-
come possible in these camps to 
watch the World Cup matches.

somalia 
In Somalia’s Shabelle 

camp inhabited by 13,000 
IDP families, the IDPs en-
joy watching the World Cup 
events. “I did not expect that 
I would watch the matches so 
easily,” says Hassan Hussein 
abdul, 14.  “this giant screen 
through which we watch the 
World Cup matches fulfilled 
my desire, because I am fond 
of football,” said the 12-year-
old abdel Fattah ahmed 
mukhtar. He indicated that 
before this, he was not able to 
watch the matches due to the 
poverty of his family.

bangladesh
In Bangladesh, the stu-

dents of QC’s two orphan care 
centres near the capital Dhaka, 
and 7,000 rohingya refugees 
in the Bhasan Char Island en-
joy watching the World Cap 
matches at the Fan Zones. “We 
are enjoying the World Cup 
football game. We have never 
had such an opportunity be-

fore,” said Shawn ahmed, a 
seven-grade student at an or-
phan care center. 

“the joy of watching the 
game together with thousands 
of spectators is really differ-
ent,” said mohammad Shams 
who has been living in the 
rohingya camp for five years. 
“this is an atmosphere full of 
enjoyment. Here thousands of 
people are watching the game 
together on the big screen. Eve-
ryone is celebrating the goal of 
their favorite team with loud 
applause,” said mohammad 
Fayzullah, a teenager of the 
refugee camp. 

norThern syria
“there is no place to watch 

the World Cup matches in the 
camp. However, thanks to the 
efforts of the State of Qatar 
and QC, we are now watching 
the matches on a huge screen 
in a beautiful atmosphere,” 
said Fouad Obaid al-ali from 
the al Kaiba camp of the 
northern Syria.

With the Green Falcons safely landing in Riyadh on Thursday after a short but thrilling World Cup cam-
paign, the Saudi Football Association has thanked Qatar for the “warm welcome and hospitality”. De-
scribing Qatar 2022 as unique, the association said this edition of the World Cup would not be forgotten.

Saudi Football aSSociation thankS 
Qatar For warm hoSpitality

Dr Obaida Shtayat Al Shammari  Qatar’s World Cup stadiums are specially designed to enable people with disabilities to have easy access to them



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AT the opening match of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
as part of the Wanda Flagbear-
er programme, three young Qa-
tari residents along with three 
aspiring young Chinese foot-
ballers walked onto the pitch 
carrying the FIFA flag. They 
are part of a long-term partner-
ship between Wanda and Qatar 
Foundation to empower and 
celebrate youth achievement.

The Qatari youth – Jana 

Abu Affsa, Raja Dinhash, and 
Wassam Al Rawi – were select-
ed to participate after winning 
an Arabic poetry competition 
as part of the buildup to Qatar 
Foundation’s (QF) forthcom-
ing D’reesha Performing Arts 

Festival, which takes place 
from 11-17 December at QF’s 
Education City. More details 
are available at www.qf.org.qa/
world-cup/dreesha-perform-
ing-arts-festival

Meanwhile, Noora bint 
Hamad bin Aqeel Al-Nabet 
a seven-year-old participant 
in the Activists in Action en-
vironmental initiative led by 
students at QF’s Qatar Acad-

emy Doha, had the special ex-
perience of cheering the Qatar 
national team onto the pitch 
ahead of their FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 match against 
Senegal, as part of the Wanda 
Player Warm Up Tunnel Ex-

perience. Noora was rewarded 
for her work in combating 
plastic waste and encouraging 
recycling by being invited to 
participate as part of Wanda’s 
partnership with QF.

And youth ambassadors 
from QF’s Ability Friendly pro-
gramme had the opportunity 
to attend the England football 
team’s final training session 
ahead of their game with USA, 
at the invitation of Wanda. 

The young people – Yaman 
Hemmoudeh, Layan Al Qassa-
bi, Thani Faisal Al-Thani, and 
Robert Rosca – were selected 
after volunteering for the Abil-
ity Friendly Programme, and 
got to cheer on the team of 
football icons. 

They also had a surprise 
when England manager Gareth 
Southgate presented them with 
team jerseys.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QUEST Esports, one of the 
top eSports organisers in the 
Middle East and North Africa, 
unveiled a magnificent Gam-
ing District in Doha, as the 
company’s latest initiative to 
help residents as well as visi-
tors who are in Qatar for the 
FIFA World Cup 2022 explore 
the eSports culture. The project 
is being implemented as a part 
of its partnership with the Qa-
tar Esports Federation (QESF) 
to advance eSports in the Gulf 
nation.

The cutting-edge gaming 
facility, which is located on Sik-
kat Wadi Msheireb and faces 
the famed Doha Design District 
in Msheireb Downtown Doha, 
will be open daily from 10 am 
to 2 am, allowing visitors to 
enjoy an exciting gaming ex-
perience in the heart of the city 
and compete like a professional 
player.

The launch of the project 
by Quest could not have come 
at a better moment as the Gulf 
country is now hosting the 
world’s largest sporting event. 
The organisers are expecting 
that football fans who travelled 
to the country will take advan-
tage of the activities and con-
tests scheduled in the Gaming 
District for the days ahead. 

Quest CEO, Elie Honain, 
welcomed gamers and visitors 
to the District to learn more 
about Doha’s gaming industry 
while they were in Qatar for the 
World Cup.

“We scheduled the launch 

of the Gaming District to 
capitalise on the fact that the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
is attracting sports enthusiasts 
from all over the world. This is 
consistent with our objective 
of promoting eSports, which is 
experiencing an unprecedent-
ed development phase in the 
region. This is a great oppor-
tunity for us to show the entire 
world the significant progress 
we have accomplished in the 
thriving industry,” he said.

“As the host of one of the 
largest sporting events on 
earth, we feel it is our duty to 
do everything in our power to 
guarantee that our guests have 
the best services and entertain-
ment options possible. Many 
football fans will definitely be 
curious to experience learn 
more about the eSports indus-
try in Qatar,” he added. 

Established in 2019, Quest 
has quickly joined the elite eS-
ports domain and positioned it-
self among the industry giants. 
Recently, it signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU) 
with the QESF to develop eS-
ports in the country.

Last year, the Doha-head-
quartered company managed 
five large LAN tournaments 
and online league matches for 
games such as Fortnite, CS: 
GO, PUBG Mobile, Dota 2, and 
FIFA, organised the first physi-
cal event in Qatar this past May 
and had previously partnered 
with Ooredoo to help launch 
the Ooredoo Thunders team 
and the Ooredoo Arena tourna-
ments.

QF, Wanda empower youth at World Cup Qatar 2022

Arab teams equipped to 
spring surprises: Expert

KHALID TAWALBEH
DOHA

ARAB teams participating in 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 are technically distin-
guished and capable of spring-
ing a surprise, particularly the 
Moroccan team, which is the 
best of the lot at the moment, 
sports presenter and analyst on 
Kuwait TV Mohammed Abu Al-
Rous has confirmed.

In an interview with Qatar 
Tribune, Abu Al-Rous said that 
the problem for them lay in the 
fact that the Arab teams were 
placed in relatively difficult 
groups. Qatar, being the host 
country, was somewhat better 
placed in that regard, but Saudi 
Arabia, fell into a very difficult 
group making it difficult for the 
Green team to qualify.

Pointing out that the Arab 
national teams will play in 
front of stands filled with sup-
porters might play a big role 
in motivating the players and 
pushing them to perform even 
better, he said. 

Asked about the positives 
and negatives Abu Al-Rous ex-
plained: “The most prominent 
issue is the short duration of the 
training camps for the teams, 
which did not exceed a week for 
most teams, and the most prom-
inent strengths is that the cham-
pionship comes in the middle of 
the first section of the season, 
which means that the players 
are fully physically ready.”

Commenting on the Qa-
tari preparations he said: “It 
is without doubt, the largest 
preparation in the history of 
the tournament. I have not 
seen a host country put in the 

kind of effort that Qatar has in 
the last 12 years”.

Shedding light on the Arab 
and Islamic heritage, he said: 
“What attracted me the most 
is link established between the 
Arab, Gulf and Islamic heritage 
and what has been built and con-
structed, to present a wonder-
ful image of our heritage to the 
world. That makes us proud”.

As for his expectations for 
the world teams, Abu Al-Rous 
said: “The Brazilian national 
team is one of the top candidates 
for the trophy, but its problem 
lies in the modest defence, es-
pecially from the demonstration 
side. The French national team 
shortens the chances of its most 
important players in the mid-
field, namely Kante and Pogba. 
In addition, records show that 
the title holder always finds it 
difficult and exits early in the 
next tournament.”

“Without a doubt, this is 
turning out to be a historic 
edition. Starting from the host 

country that did everything 
for the success of the tourna-
ment; a technically convenient 
timing for all the players, since 
the tournament comes three 
months after the start of the 
season; up to the participating 
teams teeming with stars and 
names capable of making it an 
spectacle technically, there are 
all indications that this will be a 
World Cup that we will always 
remember,” Abu Al-Rous said.

“Qatar won the right to host 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup in 
2010, and since then it started 
implementing the infrastruc-
ture projects necessary to host 
a historic and impressive edi-

tion of the sporting extrava-
ganza, accelerating the wheel of 
development in the process, to 
create a lasting legacy for Qatar, 
the Middle East, Asia and the 
whole world,” he commented.

“Stadiums, other sports fa-
cilities and infrastructure pro-
jects will contribute to hosting 
a close-knit and interconnected 
championship, based on the 
concept of sustainability and 
accessibility in a comprehen-
sive manner,” he continued.

“After the end of the tour-
nament, the stadiums and 
surrounding areas will be 
transformed into vibrant com-
munity centres, forming one 
of the most important pillars 
of the legacy to be built for the 
benefit of future generations”.

Abu Rous expressed his full 
confidence in Qatar’s success in 
presenting a tournament that 
may be the best in the history of 
the World Cup. Qatar’s prepar-
edness to host the World Cup 
has more to it than stadiums, fa-
cilities, logistics and infrastruc-
ture, he said underscoring the 
importance of the human role in 
Doha achieving its set goal and 
bringing out this tournament in 
an unprecedented way.

He called on all fans in the 
Arab region and the world to 
enjoy as much as possible this 
distinctive and historic edition 
of the FIFA World Cup being 
held in the most welcoming, 
hospitable and beautiful state 
of Qatar.

“It is necessary to respect 
the customs, traditions and 
laws of the state and to be the 
best ambassadors for your 
countries, and to encourage 
your respective teams with all 
cordiality and respect without 
harming any of the fans of oth-
er national teams verbally or 
physically. That is what makes 
a sports gathering filled with 
love, friendliness and respect”, 
he added.

Quest’s Gaming 
District opens in 
Doha amid rising 
World Cup fever
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The cutting-edge gaming facility, located in Sikkat Wadi Msheireb, will be 
open daily from 10am to 2am.

Mohammed Abu Al-Rous, sports presenter and analyst on Kuwait TV 

Partnership sees 
young participants 
carry flags, cheer on 
Qatar, and attend 
England training

Qatar’s preparation 
and infrastructure 
have impressed the 
world: Abu Al-Rous

It is without doubt, the 
largest preparation in the 
history of the tournament. 
I have not seen a host 
country put in the kind of 
effort that Qatar has in the 
last 12 years

The hub of multi-cultural activities in Qatar, Katara Cultural Village sparkles with lights amid a massive turnout of World Cup fans and visitors.

COLOURS OF KATARA
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Sublime Uruguayan parade that lit up The Pearl
MERIAM JELLITI 

DOHA

TODAY, Doha is one of the smart-
est and most advanced cities in the 
world that boasts of an impressive 
infrastructure. It is designed to be 
one of the most intelligent and ef-
ficient cities in the world, said Luis 
Garcia, a fan of the Uruguay team.

One of the dozens of Uruguay-
ans who had gathered at the Pearl’s 
Medina central to show support for 
their national team, Luis was seen 
wearing the Qatari traditional out-
fit. Asked about it, he said he had 
worn the country’s traditional dress 
to ‘blend in in the area’ and added 
with a smile that he looks like a 
sheikh.

Speaking with a fan, he said that 
some of the tourists even mistook 
him for a real Arab sheikh. “Super 
good here. Suddenly I feel like an 
Arab sheikh because everyone was 
asking to take photos with me. I 
toured a market, the subway, the 
tourist area and the fan zones and it 
was a spectacular,” he said.

“Everything is beautifully organ-
ised and I couldn’t help but notice how 
neat it is, the food, the services, the 
stay, the attractions. Everything in this 
country is so organised,” he added. 

Moreover, Qatar is not as 
“closed” as many imagined, it is 
quite the opposite,  everyone is very 
respectful and friendly here no mat-
ter what your background is. There 
is a lot of respect from everyone to-
wards everyone, so that is very far 
from what’s being said in the me-
dia,” he said.

He also said that he is having a 
great experience that will live with 
him forever. “Lovely place… It was 
an opportunity that I couldn’t miss. 
I couldn’t miss coming here and 
supporting my country Uruguay 

and I couldn’t miss seeing Qatar. 
The only ‘issue’ is that the local out-
fit is very comfortable and I’m get-
ting used to it, I wish I can still wear 
it back home,” he concluded.

Many Uruguayan fans from the 
parade praised the organisational 
aspects of the World Cup in Qatar 
and expressed their disappointment 
with the Western accusations con-
cerning Qatar organising the 2022 
World Cup.

Another fan rejected all allega-
tions being promoted in the West-
ern media, as part of the offensive 
campaign against Qatar’s hosting 
of the World Cup. “Tomorrow is my 
last day here in Qatar. I wish I had 
planned to attend more than just 
two matches.”

Praising the stadiums excel-
lently equipped to host World Cup 
matches, he said: “Do not believe 
the media, this place is beautiful, 

the people are nice, the accommo-
dations are wonderful, and the hos-
pitality is exceptional. Despite all 
the controversy, this tournament 
was well planned,” the Uruguayan 
fan said.

The Pearl hosted a large number 
of fans on Thursday evening, in an 
enthusiastic atmosphere full of fun. 
And one group in particular was 
very captivating with the way they 
sang and cheered from the heart. 
One of the group was Gabi who 
said that she and her family have 
received all the love and apprecia-
tion in Qatar, adding that Qatar has 
succeeded in organising a wonder-
ful edition of the World Cup. She 
added that the visitors got to know 
the Qatari culture and gained a lot 
from it. They are sure to return to 
their country with beautiful memo-
ries from Qatar. Gabi also stressed 
that she enjoyed safety and security 
in a country where love and hospi-
tality prevail.

The Uruguayan also said: “We 
are living a very beautiful experi-
ence in Doha, and are impressed 
by the fan festivals held in several 
places in Qatar. They have attracted 
audiences and created an enthusi-
astic atmosphere.”

Gabi pointed out that the World 
Cup is well organised and that she 
felt a home-like hospitality here. 
She stressed the importance of Uru-
guay’s participation in the World 
Cup, pointing out that Uruguayans 
love football and consider it sacred. 
She hoped that the Uruguayan na-
tional team will achieve advanced 
positions during the World Cup.

“The World Cup means a lot to 
us, and we are making sure to be 
present everywhere in Doha. We 
are here to express our pride in our 
country and our team and its histo-
ry in the World Cup” she concluded.

Everything is beautifully 
organised and I couldn’t 
help but notice how neat 
it is, the food, the 
services, the stay, the 
attractions. Everything in 
this country is so 
organised.
— Luis Garcia, a fan of the 
Uruguay team
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Qatar reiterates continuous 
solidarity with Palestinians

QNA
NEW YORK

QATAR has reiterated its commit-
ment to continue with its solidarity 
with the fraternal Palestinian people, 
who continue their just struggle to 
reclaim their land, sanctities, and in-
alienable rights that are supported by 
all international and humanitarian 
laws and principles.

In a statement before the UN 77th 
session of the General Assembly, Per-
manent Representative of the State of 
Qatar to the United Nations Ambas-
sador HE Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin 
Saif Al Thani emphasized that the 
right of self-determination comes at 
the forefront of those rights to ensure 
the establishment of an independ-

ent, sustainable, and viable Palestin-
ian state on the borders of 1967 with 
East Jerusalem as its capital, based 
on the two-state solution, Arab Peace 
Initiative, and in implementation of 

the resolutions of the international 
legitimacy.

She stressed the need to end the 
Israeli occupation of all the occupied 
Arad land, including the occupied 
Syrian Golan and the occupied Leba-
nese territories, clarifying that this is 
the way to achieve sustainable settle-
ment of the Palestine cause and that 
peace and stability in the Middle East 
will not be achieved without it.

She reiterated Qatar’s strong con-
demnation of the repeated attacks on 
the Al Aqsa Mosque by the occupa-
tion forces as well as Israeli settlers 
who were supported by those forces.

She reiterated that these attacks 
are considered a flagrant violation of 
international law and a provocation 
of all Muslims’ feelings.

MoPH, UNAIDS, WHO join 
hands to raise awareness 
of fighting HIV and AIDS

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR’S Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) is teaming up with UNAIDS 
and the World Health Organization 
(WHO) to seize the opportunity of 
World AIDS Day to call on people from 
all walks of life to learn more about HIV 
and AIDS and how it can be stopped.

“HIV is a highly transmittable dis-
ease that can be easily diagnosed and 
effectively treated and stopped from 
spreading with early diagnosis and 
treatment. HIV testing is one of the key 
requirements for an effective response 
to end HIV and AIDS,” said Dr Abdul-
latif Al Khal, director of Qatar’s Clini-
cal AIDS Programme at the Ministry of 
Public Health. 

As part of its national strategy 
aimed at combating HIV and AIDS, 
the Ministry of Public Health in Qatar 
(MoPH) and its healthcare partners - 
Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC) 
and Primary Health Care Corporation 
(PHCC) - offer all people who are diag-
nosed with HIV infection the latest and 
most effective medical care and treat-
ment free of charge to allow them to 
live a healthy life and to break the chain 
of transmission of infection. 

This comes in addition to providing 
high-quality counselling and diagnos-
tic services. 

Recognising the importance of ad-
dressing stigma and discrimination 
in the fight against HIV, Dr Khal said, 
“The Ministry of Public Health and its 
partners are committed to spreading 
awareness about HIV and AIDS and 
are working to reduce stigma and soci-
etal discrimination against persons liv-
ing with the disease. People who are at 
risk of infection are more likely to seek 
testing and medical care if they don’t 
feel stigmatised.” 

“We know that, today, HIV is fully 
preventable and livable, and we are 
willing to put all the required efforts 
and resources towards the goal of end-
ing HIV by 2030,” said Dr Mohamed 
Al Thani, director of Public Health 

Department at the Ministry of Public 
Health in Qatar. “This is a top priority 
at the core of our commitment towards 
the people of Qatar.”

Referring to the findings of Dan-
gerous Inequalities, UNAIDS flagship 
report to mark World AIDS Day, Dr 
Shereen El Feki, UNAIDS Regional 
director for the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA), said: “HIV is a neglect-
ed disease in many countries in the 
MENA region because of persistent in-
equalities which are both a mirror and 
a motor of the epidemic.

“More political commitment, in-
creased investment and a concerted 
push against stigma and discrimina-
tion are needed for MENA to stop HIV 
in its tracks.”

According to the latest findings 
from UNAIDS, an estimated 180,000 
people were living with HIV in the Mid-
dle East and North Africa in 2021. With 
14,000 people newly infected with HIV 
last year alone, the region has seen a 
33 percent rise in new infections since 
2010. 

“The MENA region is now home 
to the second highest rise in new HIV 
infections over the past decade and has 
the lowest rates of testing and treat-
ment in the world,” said El Feki.

The Human immunodeficiency 
virus infection and acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome (HIV/AIDS) is a 
spectrum of conditions caused by in-
fection with the human immunodefi-
ciency virus (HIV). 

World AIDS Day is celebrated 
yearly on December 1 as a tribute to 
progress made against HIV but also 
to those who lost their lives because of 
AIDS. 

Underscoring some of the drivers 
of the HIV epidemic today, the theme 
of World AIDS Day 2022 is EQUAL-
IZE – a reference to the world of soccer 
but also to the urgency of addressing 
the obstacles, such as stigma and dis-
crimination, preventing most vulner-
able people and groups to access the 
existing tools to prevent, test and treat 
HIV.

Shura deputy speaker welcomes 
foreign parliamentary officials

Shura attends parliamentary 
symposium on disarmament

Kahramaa to instal and operate 37 e-vehicle 
charging units at 22 Woqod stations in Doha

QNA
DOHA

DEPUTY Speaker of the Shura 
Council HE Dr Hamda bint Has-
san Al Sulaiti on Thursday met 
with President of the National 
Assembly of Armenia Alen Si-
monyan, Deputy Speaker of the 
National Assembly of Pakistan 

Muhannad Qasim Khan Suri, 
Secretary-General of the Arab 
Maghreb Union (AMU) Shura 
Council Said Moqaddam and 
Head of the Libyan House of 
Representatives’ Office Abdullah 
Al Masry Al Fadilare. During the 
meeting, they reviewed a number 
of issues pertaining to the parlia-
mentary action and ways to pro-

mote the parliamentary relations.
The parliamentarians ex-

pressed their happiness at visiting 
Qatar, lauding the comprehen-
sive renaissance being witnessed 
by the country in various fields.

They also expressed their ad-
miration for the excellent organi-
sation of FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022.

QNA 
DOHA

THE Shura Council participated on Thursday in a virtual 
international parliamentary symposium on disarmament 
organised by the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), in co-
operation with the Parliamentarians for Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation and Disarmament network (PNND), World Fu-
ture Council (WFC) and Youth Inclusion Network (YIN).

The Shura Council was represented by Member of 
Council HE Mohammed bin Fahad Al Musallam.

The symposium addressed the role and importance of 
parliamentary work to ensure equal participation of both 
genders, sustainability in disarmament initiatives and the 
role of women’s leadership in this field.

The symposium comes within a series of international 
parliamentary events to follow up the launch of the publi-
cation of ‘Securing Our Common Future,’ which is an agen-
da for disarmament launched by UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres in 2018.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qatar General Electricity & Water Corporation 
(Kahramaa) is set to supply, instal and operate some 
37 electric vehicle charging units at 22 of Woqod sta-
tions in Doha and its vicinities, as well as in Al-Khor, 
Al-Wakra and border outlets.

The move comes in implementation of the action 
plans relative to the strategy of transforming to e-ve-
hicles in Qatar developed by the Ministry of Transport.

This comes in the context of ongoing concerted ef-
forts between the executive entities and the national 
companies to achieve the goals of the strategy.

The step is to be added to the country’s record of 
accomplishments in terms of executing the strategy’s 
plans for switching to e-vehicles. The first phase was 
completed with 25 percent of the buses assigned for 
the World Cup tournament’s transportation service is 
electric.

In conjunction with the national corporations and 
executive entities, Ministry of Transport supplied and 
installed more than 650 e-bus charging units at the 
public bus stations and depots inaugurated this year, as 
well as at Doha Metro stations, and several other loca-
tions within the paths of e-buses that are used for public 
transit and the transportation of FIFA Qatar 2022 fans. 

Such achievements are becoming a permanent leg-
acy for clean energy mass transit system after the tour-
nament, something which will boost Qatar’s ranking in 
that field.

QATAR ATTENDS CEREMONY TO MARK INTERNATIONAL
DAY OF SOLIDARITY WITH PALESTINIAN PEOPLE 

Qatar participated in the official ceremony of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People held at the United 
Nations office in the Kenyan capital Nairobi. Ambassador of Qatar to Kenya HE Jabor bin Ali Al Dosari represented Qatar at 
the ceremony. (QNA)

Member of Council HE Mohammed bin 
Fahad Al Musallam



PAGE 7 | NATION FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2022

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 delivering  
record-breaking TV audience numbers

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 is continuing to 
engage TV audiences around the world with 
record-breaking numbers across multiple mar-
kets.

In Japan, the group game between Japan 
and Costa Rica on Sunday (November 27) drew 
an average audience of 36.37 million viewers. 
This surpassed the audience of their incredible 
comeback against Germany in their tourna-
ment opener by over 10 million and was 74% 
higher than the average domestic group stage 
audience during the FIFA World Cup in 2018.

On Thursday, November 24, in Korea Re-
public, 11.14 million people watched their tour-
nament opener against Uruguay. The broadcast 
saw a 97 percent increase in TV audience com-
pared to the average for group stage matches at 
the FIFA World Cup in Brazil in 2014; 18 per-

cent higher than at Russia 2018.
Fans in Europe have also been tuning in 

for the second round of group stage matches in 
great numbers.

On Sunday, November 28, 65 percent of 
people watching TV in Spain saw La Roja take 
on Germany in one of the most anticipated 
games of the tournament so far. About 11.9 mil-
lion was the combined audience across cover-
age on La1 and GOL MUNDIAL, exceeding the 
audience of any group stage game for the FIFA 
World Cup in 2018.

Incredibly, over three quarters (76.6 per-
cent ) of all people watching TV in the Nether-
lands witnessed Cody Gakpo’s wonder strike 
in their 1-1 draw with Ecuador. This was the 
highest TV audience in the country in 2022 and 
greater than any match during the FIFA World 
Cup in 2018. 

In France, Les Bleus’ encounter with Den-
mark, was broadcast on TF1. Averaging an au-

dience of 11.6 million viewers, the programme 
audience peaked in the closing minutes of the 
match as 14.56 million watched Kylian Mbappe 
score a late winner. This was the highest peak 
of the tournament in France so far, beating 14 
million viewers during France’s opening match 
against Australia.

Portugal’s match with Uruguay on Monday, 
November 28, was the highest TV audience in 
Portugal for a FIFA World Cup match ever. In 
total, 5.35 million viewers in Portugal watched 
at least one minute of coverage as the team pro-
gressed to the knockout stages. The coverage 
held an audience share of 69.5% as A Seleção 
got their second win in as many games at the 
tournament. Over 80% of the Portuguese TV 
landscape has now watched at least one minute 
of the tournament’s coverage.

In addition, interest in the beautiful game 
in the United States continues to grow with new 
records continuously being broken. 

The English-language coverage of USA’s 
encounter with England on Friday 25 Novem-
ber was the most watched men’s football match 
on US television ever, with a peak audience of 
19.65 million viewers on FOX. NBC-Universal’s 
Spanish-language coverage of the match on 
Telemundo was the second-most watched FIFA 
World Cup group stage match featuring a Unit-
ed States team in Spanish-language history.

The following day, as Argentina and Mexico 
met in a crucial Group C tie, the Telemundo 
broadcast in the US was the most-watched 
FIFA World Cup Group Stage match in Span-
ish-language history in the country, and the 
second largest of any stage, ever. 

Meanwhile, in Mexico, coverage of the same 
match delivered a national audience of 20.96 
million viewers. The combined share across 
three channels broadcasting the game was 
67.9%. This was higher than the top combined 
rating in the territory for any match of the FIFA 
World Cup in 2018.

In addition, the average audience in Canada 
for their make-or-break tie with Croatia was 
4.33 million, with a share of 68.4%. This was 
17% higher than Canada’s opening match and 
12% higher than the top combined audience in 
the territory for the 2018 tournament. 

Passion for the game in South America 
knows no bounds with fans unsurprisingly as 
engaged as ever.

In Argentina, the average audience for the 
two-time winners of the FIFA World Cup in 
their pivotal match with Mexico was 8.48 mil-
lion; delivering an amazing audience share 
of 81.3%. The programme audience was the 
highest of the tournament so far in the coun-
try and 5% higher than both their first match 
against Saudi Arabia, and the average audience 
for their group stage matches during the FIFA 
World Cup 2018.

Passion, joy, laughter, disappointment and everything in between! 
When it comes to football, fans share the same emotions – united 
by football. Football fans celebrate the beautiful game together 
during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

UNITED BY FOOTBALL

Qatar Tourism 
issues special 
edition World 
Cup Qatar Now 
guidebook

QNA
DOHA

THE second edition of Qatar Tour-
ism’s (QT) biannual Qatar Now 
guidebook offers readers a compre-
hensive rundown of the abundant 
sights, events, and attractions across 
the country during this year’s FIFA 
World Cup tournament.

From desert dune bashing, to 
enjoying live musical entertain-
ment, the special edition issue of 
the guidebook showcases the variety 
of experiences available to visitors 
during FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
and explores the country’s unique 
heritage and culture. There are also 
lengthy interviews included with 
some of the tournaments major ce-

lebrities such as David Beckham.
The free-of-charge, glossy pub-

lication aims to redefine visitor’s 
expectations of Qatar as an inter-
national tourist destination. Qatar 
Now, which debuted earlier this 
year, is available at various traveler 
touchpoints across the country, in-
cluding hotels, museums, and Ham-
ad International Airport (HIA).

The guidebook offers a deep dive 
into events taking place during the 
tournament, including major music 
festivals (ARAVIA by MDLBEAST, 
Nov. 21 Dec. 18), fashion shows 
(Qatar Fashion United by CR Run-
way, Dec.16), and beach activations 
(West Bay Beach Experience, Nov.1 
March 31).

As well as interesting FIFA 
World Cup related facts and figures, 
the issue includes an extensive guide 
to the tournaments eight stadiums, 
including details about their intri-
cate design and impressive sustain-
ability credentials.

  Group Stage match  
 versus Costa Rica   
 generates highest  
 audience of the year  
 in Japan
  La Albiceleste’s    
 encounter with Mexico  
 draws audience share  
 of 81.3% in Argentina
  England vs USA most  
 watched men’s football  
 match on US television  
 ever 



Politician slaps a woman 
MP in Senegal parliament, 
sparking violent brawl

AGENCIES 

A violent brawl broke out in 
Senegal’s parliament after 
a male opposition legislator 
slapped a female colleague 
in the face, television footage 
showed, amid growing acri-
mony between ruling and op-
position party politicians.

During a budget presenta-
tion on Thursday, opposition 
member of parliament Mas-
sata Samb walked over and 
slapped Amy Ndiaye Gniby of 
the ruling Benno Bokk Yakaar 
(BBY) coalition, setting off a 
flurry of scuffles.

Gniby threw a chair back 
at Samb before another MP 
tackled her to the floor. The 
session was suspended as pol-
iticians traded blows, accusa-
tions and insults.

Tensions have grown be-
tween ruling and opposition 
politicians since a July legisla-
tive election in which the rul-
ing party lost its comfortable 
majority, damaged in part by 
concerns President Macky Sall 
will seek a third term in 2024.

Sall has refused to state 
clearly whether he plans to 
run for a third term, a move 
the opposition says would be 

in breach of term limits and 
an earlier promise.

Supporters of Sall, aged 
60, argue a constitutional re-
form reset the clock, allowing 
him to run again.

Another scuffle broke out 
in September when parlia-
ment convened for the first 
time after the election as leg-
islators fought over leader-
ship of the house.

Samb on Thursday was ad-
dressing the assembly about 
comments Gniby made over 
the weekend in which she 
criticised a spiritual leader 
opposed to a third Sall term. 

Tensions have grown between 
ruling and opposition politi-
cians since the July legisla-
tive election, in which the rul-
ing party lost its majority.  
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Biden, Macron vow to hold Russia 
accountable for ‘war crimes’

AGENCIES 

US President Joe Biden and visiting 
French leader Emmanuel Macron have 
declared that they would not let up 
on support for Ukraine’s war against 
Russia and pledged to hold Moscow 
accountable for “widely documented 
atrocities and war crimes” in Ukraine.

The two reaffirmed “support for 
Ukraine’s defense of its sovereignty and 
territorial integrity, including the provi-
sion of political, security, humanitarian, 
and economic assistance to Ukraine for 
as long as it takes,” they said in a state-
ment.

“They also reiterate their steadfast 
resolve to hold Russia to account for 
widely documented atrocities and war 
crimes,” the statement added.

Biden said he has no immediate 
plans to contact Vladimir Putin but is 
prepared to speak with the Russian 
president if he shows an interest in end-
ing the war in Ukraine, and only in con-
sultation with NATO allies.

“I have no immediate plans to con-
tact Mr Putin,” Biden said at a White 
House news conference after talks with 
French counterpart Emmanuel Macron.

“I’m prepared to speak with Mr Pu-
tin, if, in fact, there is an interest in him 
deciding he’s looking for a way to end 
the war. He hasn’t done that yet.” Mean-
while, Macron pledged not to push Kyiv 
into any peace talks with Russia that it 

did not agree with.
“We will never urge the Ukrainians 

to make a compromise that will not be 
acceptable for them,” Macron said.

Macron said there was a “real will-
ingness” on the part of Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy to pursue a 
path to peace, adding, “Our job must be 
to work together with him.” France and 
the United States agree on the need to 

continue to support Ukraine in its war 
against Russia and will be there in order 
to build peace, once the moment is right, 
Macron said at a joint news conference 
with his US counterpart on Thursday.

“When the moment is right and un-
der conditions for their territories which 
will be determined by the Ukrainians, 
we will be there to help building peace,” 
Macron said.

US President Joe Biden and French President Emmanuel Macron hold a joint press conference in the East Room of the White House in 
Washington, DC, on Thursday. 

Biden says he has no plans 
to contact Putin, prepared 
to talk about ending war.

Hong Kong protester shot by police jailed for six years

AGENCIES 

A Hong Kong man who was shot 
by police at close range during 
the 2019 democracy protests 
has been jailed for six years on 
charges including obstructing 
a police officer and attempted 
robbery of the officer’s gun.

Chow Pak-kwan, now 23, 
lost his right kidney and was in-
jured in his liver and spine after 
he was shot at a road intersec-
tion during a fracas between 
protesters and police.

Footage of the incident on 
November 11, 2019 showed an 
armed police officer grappling 
with another protester on the 
street and Chow then appearing 
at the crossing.

Shortly afterwards the offic-
er, who was assigned to the traf-
fic division, fires at the black-
clad Chow, who was unarmed. 
Another man then appears to 
try and grab the officer’s gun, 
after which the officer fires two 
more shots. The entire incident 
was live-streamed on Facebook.

On Wednesday, Judge Adri-

ana Tse sentenced Chow to six 
years in jail on charges that also 
included an attempt to escape 
from custody.

The judge said Chow’s at-
tempt to grab the officer’s gun 
could have inflamed the crowd’s 
emotions and was a factor con-
tributing to the lengthy sen-
tence. Chow’s defence lawyers 
had argued he was not trying 
to grab the gun but to push it 
away.

Woo Tsz-kin, also a defend-
ant in the case, was also jailed 
for six years after being found 
guilty of obstructing a police of-
ficer and attempted robbery of 
the officer’s gun.

The incident took place 
as protesters tried to mobilise 
Hong Kong for a general strike, 
blocking roads as part of the ac-
tion.

Woo and Chow, who plead-
ed not guilty, were convicted in 
August and remained in cus-
tody. Both men said they had 
been traumatised by what had 
happened, with Chow reporting 
serious damage to his health.

Tse told them they had 
“only have themselves to 
blame” for the physical inju-
ries and mental conditions 
they suffered, according to the 
Hong Kong Free Press.

The protest took place at 
the height of the 2019 pro-
tests, which began in opposi-
tion to a proposed extradition 
bill but evolved into calls for 
democracy and sometimes 
turned violent.

Protesters accused the 
police of brutality and an in-
vestigation into police actions 

was one of their key demands. 
Rights groups said police some-
times used excessive force to 
quell the protests, with Chow’s 
shooting sometimes cited as an 
example.

Police say officers deployed 
to the protests acted in accord-
ance with the law and followed 
internal protocols.

The officer who shot Chow 
was granted anonymity by the 
court and referred to only as 
“Officer A”. In a testimony, he 
said he had felt his life was in 
danger.

After the incident Amnesty 
International called for the of-
ficer’s immediate suspension 
and an investigation into his 
decision to fire live rounds into 
the crowd. A spokesman for the 
force said that the officer had 
not deviated from its guide-
lines.

By August this year, Hong 
Kong had arrested nearly 
10,300 people over the 2019 
protests and prosecuted or ini-
tiated legal proceedings against 
2,900 of them, according to po-
lice.

A still image from a social media video shows a police officer aiming his gun at a protester in Sai Wan Ho, 
Hong Kong, China in November 2019. 

Judge tells 23-year-old Chow Pak-kwan he has 
only himself to blame for the physical injuries 
and mental trauma he suffered.

German customs 
seize €170m in 
fake watches

DPA
 FRANKFURT 

CUSTOMS officers at Frank-
furt Airport confiscated a 
shipment of more than 2,100 
counterfeit luxury watches ar-
riving from China for distribu-
tion in Europe. If original, the 
assorted brands of watches 
would be worth around €170m 
(§176m), a customs spokes-
person said on Thursday.

The 12 packages contain-
ing them came from Hong 
Kong and were to be delivered 
to North Macedonia via Ger-
many’s largest airport.

The watches were seized 
in October but so good was 
the quality of the suspected 
fakes that officials had to con-
fer with the 11 affected brand 
owners.

“Often counterfeit watches 
cannot be recognised at first 
glance,” the spokesperson 
said. After it was confirmed 
that all are copies, the watches 
will now be destroyed. 

Frankfurt airport authori-
ties seized more than 256,000 
counterfeit brand name items 
last year, 83 percent of which 
originated in China.

Two Palestinians killed by Israel 
in Jenin refugee camp raid

AGENCIES 

THE Israeli military has killed 
two Palestinians during a raid 
in the occupied West Bank’s 
Jenin refugee camp after heavy 
clashes erupted, Palestinian of-
ficials have said, bringing the 
number of Palestinians killed 
in the last 72 hours up to eight.

The Palestinian news agen-
cy WAFA reported that the 
men killed on Thursday were 
27-year-old Naeem Jamal al-
Zubaidi and 26-year-old Mo-
hammed Ayman al-Saadi. An-
other man was also injured.

The Jenin Battalion of Is-
lamic Jihad’s al-Quds Brigades 
said that the men killed were 
two of its leaders.

The Israeli military said 
troops came under fire, and 
shot back, during a Jenin-area 

raid to arrest suspected mili-
tants.

The bodies of the two men 
were carried by Palestinian 
crowds from the Ibn Sina Hos-
pital through the streets of the 
Jenin refugee camp.

Fatah and other Palestinian 
factions have called for a strike 

in Jenin on Thursday in protest 
over the killings.

In a separate incident on 
Wednesday, Israeli forces shot 
dead a Palestinian during a 
raid in Yabad, near Jenin, med-
ical and military officials said.

WAFA named the 25-year-
old as Mohammed Tawfiq Ba-

darneh.
Israel’s military said it had 

entered Yabad to arrest Abd Al-
Ghani Harzallah, who it “sus-
pected of terrorist activity”.

The army added that it 
opened fire after “armed sus-
pects fired at the soldiers and 
explosive devices were hurled 
in the area”.

This week’s deaths raise the 
total number of Palestinians 
killed by Israel this year to 210, 
according to the Palestinian 
health ministry.

Israel regularly raids the 
West Bank, which it has ille-
gally occupied since 1967, but 
has stepped up the frequency 
this year in an attempt to crack 
down on growing resistance 
from Palestinian armed fac-
tions, particularly in Jenin and 
Nablus.

The near-daily raids regu-
larly result in Israeli forces kill-
ing Palestinians.

Thirty-one people in Israel 
and the occupied West Bank 
have also been killed in Pales-
tinian attacks this year, accord-
ing to Israeli military figures.

Palestinian mourners carry the body Muhammad Ayman al-Saadi, 26, 
during his funeral procession in the city of Jenin, in the occupied West 
Bank, on Thursday.

This week’s deaths raise 
the total number of 
Palestinians killed by 
Israel this year to 210. 

Interpol seeks 
arrest of Angolan 
tycoon Isabel 
dos Santos

AGENCIES 

GLOBAL police agency Inter-
pol is asking law enforcement 
authorities around the world to 
locate and provisionally arrest 
Angolan billionaire Isabel dos 
Santos, the Reuters news agen-
cy has reported.

Interpol confirmed to the 
agency on Wednesday that it 
has issued a red notice for the 
tycoon, “not an international 
arrest warrant” but a “request 
to law enforcement worldwide 
to locate and provisionally ar-
rest a person pending extradi-
tion, surrender, or similar legal 
action”.

Angolan public prosecutor 
Helder Pitta Gros told reporters 
this week that Angola had filed 
an international arrest warrant 
for dos Santos.  

Meanwhile, dos Santos has 
said she is the victim of “politi-
cal persecution”. The 49-year-
old businesswoman, who is the 
daughter of Angola’s late former 
president Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos who ruled for 38 years 
until 2017, was once considered 
the richest woman in Africa.



Refugees to start paying for 
meals and laundry in Wales

DPA 
LONDON 

REFUGEES who have fled war-
torn Ukraine to live in Wales 
will have to start contributing 
towards the costs of meals and 
laundry, the Welsh govern-
ment has announced.

The changes will see people 
having to contribute to some of 
their costs after a five-week set-
tling in period.

After five weeks, refugees 
will either be in receipt of Uni-
versal Credit, assessed as ineli-
gible due to savings or be em-
ployed, the Welsh government 
said.

Further changes will see 
anyone refusing “two reason-
able” offers of accommodation 
facing a weekly service charge 
of between 25 and 37 pounds, 
depending on the household’s 
size.

Almost 3,000 people have 
travelled to Wales under the 
Homes for Ukraine scheme af-
ter fleeing Russia’s illegal inva-
sion.

They have been staying 

in welcome centres or hotels, 
universities and holiday parks 
while they find work and settle 
into life in Wales.

The Welsh government said 
more than 500 people have 

now moved into longer-term 
accommodation and homes of 
their own.

Jane Hutt, minister for so-
cial justice, said: “I’m proud we 
have been able to welcome so 
many people here and humbled 
so many people are living inde-
pendently in Wales.

“I also want to thank every-
one who has opened their home 
to provide sanctuary and safety 
to someone from Ukraine.

“We continue to show 
our support for people from 
Ukraine and are committed to 
being a Nation of Sanctuary.”

Almost 3,000 people have 
travelled to Wales under the 
Homes for Ukraine scheme 
after fleeing Russia’s illegal 
invasion. 

AGENCIES 

THE United States’ embassy 
in Madrid has received a letter 
similar to the five letter-bombs 
sent to the Ukrainian embassy 
to Spain and other targets in the 
country.

“We can confirm a suspi-
cious package was received at 
the US Embassy in Madrid, and 
are aware of reports of other 
packages sent to other locations 
throughout Spain,” the em-
bassy said in a response to an 
Associated Press news agency 
inquiry.

“We are grateful to Span-
ish law enforcement for their 
assistance with this matter,” it 
added.

Authorities cordoned off a 
wide area around the embassy, 
located in the centre of Spain’s 
capital.

Deputy Interior Minister 

Rafael Perez told reporters ear-
lier on Thursday that the letter 
bombs received by five other 
offices, including the Ukrain-
ian embassy in Madrid, a Span-
ish weapon manufacturer and 
three government institutions 
were sent from within the coun-
try.

“It appears that they were 
all sent from within the country 
but we are basing this on early 
visual inspections without yet 
having an in-depth technical 
report,” he said.

The interior ministry said 
on Thursday that an “envelope 
with pyrotechnic material” ad-
dressed to Prime Minister Pe-
dro Sanchez had been received 
on November 24 and disarmed 
by his security team.

A “similar” package was 
received by the Ukrainian em-
bassy on Wednesday was ad-
dressed to Ambassador Serhii 
Pohoreltsev and exploded when 
it was opened by a security of-
ficial.

Another package was re-
ceived on Wednesday night at 
the headquarters of Spanish 
weapons manufacturer Insta-
laza in Zaragoza, northeastern 
Spain, police said.

Instalaza manufactures the 
C90 rocket launcher that Spain 
has supplied to Ukraine.

Spanish security forces also 

found a device early on Thurs-
day in an envelope mailed to a 
European Union satellite cen-
tre located at an air force base 
in Torrejon de Ardoz, near Ma-
drid, the defence ministry said.

The satellite centre sup-
ports the EU’s common foreign 
and security policy by gathering 
information from space intel-
ligence devices, according to 
its website, and was recently 
described by EU Foreign Policy 
Chief Josep Borrell as being 
part of “the eyes of Europe”.

A fifth device was received 
at Spain’s defence ministry on 
Thursday morning and defused 
by specialist police officers, a 
defence ministry spokesperson 
said.

The defence ministry pack-
age was addressed to Spanish 
Defence Minister Margarita 
Robles. Spain has contributed 
both military and humanitarian 
aid to Ukraine since the start of 
the Russian invasion.

Robles was visiting Ukraine 
on Thursday to support its de-
fence effort with another aid 
package. Authorities did not 
provide details about the aid, 
saying they did not want to give 
away sensitive information to 
Russia’s forces.

Robles said the disturb-
ing discoveries of recent days 
would have no effect on Spain’s 

full backing of Ukraine.
“The police are investigat-

ing these packages, but let one 
thing be perfectly clear,” she 
said in Spanish. “None of these 
packages or any other violent 
act will change the clear and 
firm support that Spain and 
other NATO and EU countries 
have for Ukraine.” 

The Russian Embassy in 
Spain posted a statement on 
Thursday condemning “any 
threat or terrorist act” in rela-
tion to the letter bombs.

“Any threat or terrorist act, 
particularly directed at a diplo-
matic mission, are to be totally 
condemned,” the statement 
said. 

Spain’s High Court has 
opened an investigation, ac-
cording to a judicial source.

Ambassador Pohoreltsev 
told the Ukrainian news site 
European Pravda that the sus-
picious package addressed to 
him was handed to the em-
bassy’s Ukrainian commandant 
who took it outside to open.

“After opening the box and 
hearing a click that followed, he 
tossed it and then heard the ex-
plosion … Despite not holding 
the box at the time of the explo-
sion, the commandant hurt his 
hands and received a concus-
sion,” Pohoreltsev was quoted 
as saying.

US embassy, five other 
sites targeted by letter 
bombs in Spain: Officials

Spanish police stand guard near the US embassy in Madrid, on Thursday, after they have received a letter bomb, similar to one which went off at 
the Ukrainian embassy. 

Explosive devices 
concealed in postal 
packages target the 
US and Ukrainian 
embassies, a weapons 
manufacturer and 
three Spanish govern-
ment institutions.

UN seeks record $51.5bn aid ‘lifeline’ for 2023

AGENCIES 

THE United Nations and its 
partners have launched an ap-
peal for a record $51.5bn in aid 
money for 2023, with tens of 
millions of additional people 
expected to need humanitarian 
assistance.

The UN Global Humani-
tarian Overview estimates that 
an extra 65 million people will 
need help next year, bringing 
the total to 339 million in 68 
countries.

That represents more than 
4 percent of the people on the 
planet or about the population 
of the United States.

“It’s a phenomenal number 
and it’s a depressing number,” 
UN Emergency Relief Coor-
dinator Martin Griffiths told 
reporters in Geneva on Thurs-
day, adding that it meant “next 
year is going to be the biggest 
humanitarian programme” the 
world has ever seen.

“Humanitarian needs are 
shockingly high, as this year’s 
extreme events are spilling into 
2023,” Griffiths said, citing the 
war in Ukraine and drought in 
the Horn of Africa.

“For people on the brink, 
this appeal is a lifeline.” More 
than 100 million people have 
been driven from their homes 
as conflict and climate change 
heighten a displacement crisis.

The overlapping crises have 
already left the world dealing 
with the “largest global food cri-
sis in modern history”, the UN 
warned.

It pointed out that at least 
222 million people across 53 
countries were expected to face 
acute food shortages by the end 
of this year, with 45 million of 
them facing the risk of starva-
tion.

“Five countries already are 
experiencing what we call fam-
ine-like conditions, in which we 
can confidently, unhappily, say 

that people are dying as a re-
sult,” Griffiths said.

Those countries – Afghani-
stan, Ethiopia, Haiti, Somalia 
and South Sudan – have seen 
portions of their populations 
face “catastrophic hunger” this 
year, but have not yet seen 
countrywide famines declared.

Meanwhile, nine months 
of war between Russia and 
Ukraine have disrupted food 
exports and about 45 million 
people in 37 countries are cur-
rently facing starvation, the re-
port said.

This year’s appeal repre-
sents a 25 percent increase 
compared with last year.

But donor funding is al-
ready under strain with the 
multiple crises. The UN faces 
the biggest funding gap ever, 
with its appeals funded only 
about 53 percent in 2022, 
based on data through to mid-
November.

“Humanitarian organisa-
tions are therefore forced to 
decide who to target with the 
funds available,” a UN state-
ment said.

The UN estimates that 339 million people 
worldwide will need some form of emergency 
assistance next year.

A general view shows a section of the Al-Cadaala camp of the internally 
displaced people following the famine in Somalia’s capital Mogadishu. 
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ISLAMABAD: The number of people killed in an explosion in the 
northern Afghan city of Aibak on Wednesday has risen to 21.
AT least 24 people were injured in the explosion at a religious 
school, provincial officials said on Thursday. Officials from the 
country’s ruling Taliban said the incident happened during mid-
day prayers at the school. A video that was widely shared on 
social media after the incident shows fallen ceiling pieces and 
people walking around upset among several lifeless bodies. The 
video could not be independently verified. Although the cause of 
the explosion is not known, there is speculation that the blast 
may have been the result of an attack. Attacks by Islamic State 
militants have been common since the fundamentalist Taliban 
took control of the country in August 2021. (DPA)

Death toll rises to 21 after blast at Afghan 
religious school

News 
in brief

Armed gangs kill 12 in Haiti as public 
security crisis deepens
PORT-AU-PRINCE: Gang members have killed at least 12 people 
and burned down houses in a town near the capital of Haiti, ac-
cording to the mayor. Joseph Jeanson Guillaume on Wednesday 
said police and residents forced gangsters out from the town 
of Cabaret, north of capital Port-au-Prince, several days ago but 
they returned and attacked. “This morning we found several 
charred bodies,” Guillaume said. Much of Haiti is controlled by 
powerful gangs that have been targeting Cabaret for months.
THE attacks on the town disrupt traffic and trade as it sits along 
a major road, the mayor said. In July 2021, President Jovenel 
Moise was assassinated which exacerbated political instability 
and a continuing economic crisis. The volatility led to gangs tak-
ing more control and becoming more powerful, while thousands 
of people have fled the country. The police force had 13,000 
officers as of September, according to the United Nations, mean-
ing the police are outnumbered – one for every 1,000 people.
“NEARLY 96,000 people have been displaced by gangs in the 
capital alone,” Al Jazeera’s Prue Lewarne reported from Port-
Au-Prince. The displaced residents of the Cite Soleil neighbour-
hood in the capital said they did not have water, food or a place 
to sleep. According to the UN, about 19,000 residents of Cite 
Soleil face catastrophic hunger, Lewarne said. The UN’s resi-
dent and humanitarian coordinator in Haiti, Ulrika Richardson, 
has said that 195 murders were recorded in October – about 
three per day – along with 102 kidnappings. Armed gangs that 
control approximately 60 percent of the territory in Port-au-
Prince are using “sexual violence, including rape … to instil fear 
and to punish and to terrorise the local populations”, Richard-
son has said. (DPA)

Death toll rises to 11 on Italian island in 
wake of weekend storm
ROME: The death toll following last weekend’s storm on the 
southern Italian island of Ischia has risen to 11, authorities 
said. Three of the four last missing inhabitants of the Italian 
Mediterranean island were found on Thursday, according to the 
Civil Defence. Two of the bodies found were that of a 38-year-old 
man and 37-year-old woman, whose three children died in the 
storm that hit in the early hours of Saturday and whose bodies 
had already been found. The third victim whose body was found 
was a 31-year-old man whose partner also died.
IN the afternoon, the emergency services discovered a dead 
woman, fire brigade spokesperson Luca Cari confirmed on the 
Rainews24 channel. Authorities assumed that the woman’s 
body was that of one of two women still sought after the storm.
NELLO Musumeci, the Minister for Civil Protection, reported in 
Parliament that, in addition to the dead and missing, five people 
were injured, one of them seriously. He added that 290 people 
had to leave their homes and were accommodated in hotels, 
among other places. A total of around 900 buildings were af-
fected when violent storms hit the island in the Gulf of Naples, 
causing violent landslides. During inspections, experts have so 
far classified 45 buildings as damaged to such an extent that 
they can no longer be entered. According to Musumeci, 56 other 
houses are also at risk. In the next few days, the remaining 950 
houses in the affected area will be inspected by the fire brigade.
MEANWHILE, Italy continues to debate what to do with houses 
that were built without permission. Often these are located in 
areas classified as dangerous, like on Ischia. (DPA)



Satyendra Pathak 
Doha 

ExtEnding its rebound thanks to 
the uptrend in natural gas prices de-
spite the volatility, the Qatar Stock Ex-
change (QSE) index increased 150.32 
points, or 1.3 percent, during the week 
to close at 12,017.56 points.

the market capitalisation of Qa-
tar’s stock market, which rallied for 
the third straight session on thurs-
day, rose 1.7 percent to reach QR674.7 
billion compared to QR663.4 billion at 
the close of the previous trading week. 

the traded value during the 
week jumped 45.1 percent to reach 
QR3,042.4 million from QR2,096.2 
million in the previous trading week.

QnB group (QnB) was the top-
value traded stock during the week 
with a total traded value of QR552.6 
million.

traded volume increased 8.3 per-
cent to 657.2 million shares compared 
to 606.9 million shares in the previous 
trading week. the number of transac-
tions increased 16.6 percent to 82,378 
against 70,621 in the previous week. 
Masraf Al Rayan was the top volume 
traded stock during the week with a 
total traded volume of 81.8 million 
shares.

Foreign institutions remained 
bullish throughout the week with net 
buying of QR195 million against net 
buying of QR4 million in the  previous 
week.

Foreign retail investors, however, 
closed the week with net selling of 
QR19.8 million against net buying of 
QR26.8 million in the previous week.

According to an estimate by QnB 
Financial Services (QnBFS), as of 
thursday’s closing, foreign institu-
tions were net buyers of Qatari stocks 
worth $4.42 billion since the start of 
this financial year.

Qatari institutions remained bear-
ish with a net selling of QR166 million 
against net selling of QR71.2 million in 
the week before.

Qatari retail investors also record-
ed net selling of QR9.2 million against 
net buying of QR40.4 million the week 
before. 

industries Qatar (iQ), Qatar islam-
ic Bank (QiB), and QnB group (QnB) 
were the primary contributors to the 
weekly index increase. iQ and QiB 
added 87.07 points and 83.55 points 
to the index, respectively. Further, 
QnB added another 36.42 points.

Of the 47 traded companies, 22 
closed the week higher, 23 ended low-
er and two remained unchanged. Qatar 
german for Medical devices was the 
best-performing stock for the week, 
rising 9.5 percent. Meanwhile, Qatar 
Fuel was the worst-performing stock 
for the week, shedding 5.3 percent.

the week saw five of the seven sec-

tor indices close in the positive territo-
ry. the industrial sector index, which 
went up 3.03 percent, was the best-
performing sector index for the week.

the banking and financial sector, 
which gained 1.42 percent, played a 
vital role in lifting the index higher.

Commenting on the weekly per-
formance of Qatari stocks, QnBFS 
said, “the QE index closed higher by 
1.27 percent from the week before 
and printed at 12,017.56. the QE in-
dex bounced off the critical level we 
mentioned last week, around 11,750 
points. At this point, indications show 
a short-term rebound, but the over-

all trend remains questionable. it is 
a wait-and-see type of situation for 
longer-term traders.”

in his statement to QnA, Financial 
Analyst tamer Hassan predicted that 
QSE’s performance during december 
2022 would be better than the previ-
ous one, especially in light of the emi-
nent announcement of the results of 
the listed companies and the expected 
movement by investors towards the 
end of 2022 through injecting more 
liquidity in the market.

He pointed out that the rise in 
trading values during the current 
week was driven by the book closure 

transactions that mean the book value 
or the accounting value, the value of 
the company according to its books 
or its financial statement, implying 
that all the company’s obligations are 
deducted from the total value of the 
company’s net assets.

in his statement to QnA, the fi-
nancial analyst described the month 
of november as the most difficult 
one, not only for QSE, but for various 
global stock exchanges, as it reduced 
the gains they made in 2022, indicat-
ing that the expected announcements 
regarding interest rates by the US 
Federal Reserve Board (FRB) will not 
have a major impact on markets, be-

cause of the adaptation to the policies 
and the projections to ease the tight-
ening policies of FRB.

He stressed that the various tech-
nical fundamentals of QSE are posi-
tive making it more attractive to the 
investors, especially that the prices of 
the listed companies remain at the ac-
cepted levels, adding that december 
will be the month of reaping the prof-
its.

Meanwhile, shares on the Saudi 
stock exchange reversed course to 
close lower as it started the month on 
a shaky note amid volatile oil prices.

Crude oil, a key catalyst for the 
gulf’s financial markets, was down 
in Asian trade on thursday but later 
gained about $1 a barrel, supported by 
the potential for OPEC+ to cut supply 
further and as easing COVid-19 curbs 
in China raised the likelihood of high-
er demand from the world’s top crude 
importer.

Fed Chair Powell said on Wednes-
day the US central bank could scale 
back the pace of interest rates hikes 
“as soon as december”, though he still 
cautioned the fight against inflation 
was far from over.

Most gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil countries have their currencies 
pegged to the dollar and generally fol-
low the Fed’s policy moves, exposing 
the region to a direct impact from any 
monetary tightening by the Fed. 

Qatar Ports Management Company (Mwani Qatar) received 269 vessels in November 2022, registering an 
increase in transshipment volumes by one percent year-on-year. In a statement via its Twitter account, Mwani 
Qatar said that it received nearly 116,000 TEUs. While building materials increased 50 percent to reach 
61,203 tonnes, the roll-on/roll-off (RORO) ships surged by 30 percent to reach 6,939 units. Livestock record-
ed 17,381 heads, while general cargo reached 142,680 tonnes. Mwani Qatar is responsible for managing the 
nation’s seaports and shipping terminals.

Mwani Qatar receives 
269 vessels in Nov 2022

QSE makes weekly gain as stocks 
rally on uptrend in energy prices 

Oil prices rise 
on hope that 
China eases 
COVID-19 
restrictions
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The market capitalisation of Qatar’s stock market, which rallied for the third straight 
session on Thursday, rose 1.7 percent to reach QR674.7 billion compared with QR663.4 
billion at the close of the previous trading week. 

QSE’s performance during 
December 2022 would be better 
than the previous one, especially in 
light of the eminent announcement 
of the results of the listed 
companies and the expected 
movement by investors towards  
the end of 2022 through injecting 
more liquidity in the market.

Financial Analyst Tamer Hassan 

agencieS
LonDon

Oil prices rose on thursday 
on the hope that leading crude 
importer China would ease its 
zero-Covid policy, despite an in-
crease in the number of cases in 
the country.

Brent, the benchmark for 
two-thirds of the world’s oil, 
was trading 2.36 percent higher 
at $89.02 a barrel at 5.22 pm 
Qatar time.

West texas intermediate, 
the gauge that tracks US crude, 
was up 2.91 percent at $82.89                 
a barrel.

China is in a new stage of its 
fight against COVid-19 as sev-
eral cities relaxed restrictions 
after protests at the weekend, 
the country’s Vice Premier said 
on Wednesday.

the country “is facing a 
new situation and new tasks in 
epidemic control” as the Omi-
cron variant weakens and the 
vaccination rate increases, Sun 
Chunlan, who also oversees 
China’s COVid-19 response, 
said in a meeting of the national 
Health Commission.

“Oil prices are rallying on 
China’s opening optimism, and 
after another round of US eco-
nomic data showed the economy 
is weakening but still far from a 
recession,” said Edward Moya, 
senior market analyst at Oanda.

investors will closely watch 
an Opec+ meeting on Sunday. 
the oil supergroup, which de-
cided to reduce its output by 
two million barrels per day in 
October, will meet a day before 
the deadline for a price cap on 
Russian crude.

EU governments have so far 
failed to agree on a price cap as 
Poland and several other coun-
tries insist on a cap lower than 
the g7’s proposal of $65 to $70 
a barrel.

“Energy traders see two po-
tential bullish catalysts for oil 
prices: an Opec+ decision that 
could easily justify lower out-
put targets and a Russian crude 
price cap that needs to be put in 
place, otherwise a ban on Rus-
sian imports takes effect on de-
cember 5,” Moya said.

An EU embargo on seaborne 
Russian crude exports is ex-
pected to come into effect on 
december 5 — a day after the 
Opec+ meeting — along with 
the price cap.

Opec+ may keep production 
steady after Sunday meeting 

agencieS 
LonDon 

tHE Opec+ alliance of 23 
oil-producing countries will 
most likely hold production 
steady following its meeting 
on Sunday, analysts say, as 
markets brace for the impact 
of sanctions on Russia’s crude 
exports.

the group’s last meeting 
this year comes against the 
backdrop of falling crude pric-
es as fresh Covid-19 lockdowns 
and restrictions in China — the 
world’s second-largest econ-
omy and top crude importer 
— weigh heavily on investor 
sentiment.

Brent crude, the bench-
mark for two-thirds of the 
world’s oil, is down roughly 
10 percent since the October 
5 meeting, when the Opec+ 
decided to slash collective 
output by 2 million barrels 
per day amid concerns over a 
global economic slowdown.

the Opec+ has report-
edly changed its plans for the 
meeting to be an online event 

now, which investors see as a 
sign that no major output de-
cision will be taken this time.

the gathering had been 
scheduled to be conducted in 
person in Vienna.

“it wouldn’t come as a sur-
prise for Opec+ to hold off on 
this occasion and wait until 
everything becomes clearer 
on the price cap and China,” 
said Craig Erlam, senior mar-
ket analyst at Oanda.

“nor would it be alarm-
ing for the alliance to wait a 
couple of extra days for de-
tails on the cap … this may be 
why they’ve opted for a vir-
tual meeting as it offers more                
flexibility.”

EU governments have so 

far failed to agree on a price 
cap as Poland and several 
other countries insist on a cap 
lower than the group of Seven 
advanced economies’ propos-
al of $65 to $70 a barrel.

“the EU proposed price 
range is higher than the cur-
rently discounted Ural price 
and is seen to have no major 
impact on supply,” Abu dhabi 
Commercial Bank said in a re-
search note.

“Uncertainty remains over 
whether an agreement will be 
reached before the kick-in of 
EU sanctions on Russian oil 
or the Opec+ meeting.”

An EU embargo on 
seaborne Russian crude ex-
ports is expected to come into 
effect on december 5 — a day 
after the Opec+ meeting — 
along with the price cap.

UBS, which expects oil to 
rebound to $100 a barrel in 
the coming months, said mar-
kets would be tight given that 
crude oil stocks in the Organi-
sation for Economic Co-oper-
ation and development coun-
tries are at an 18-year low.



QNA
DOHA 

THE FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
which kicked off on November 20, 
provided the impetus to all sectors 
of the Qatari economy, including 
the real estate sector, whose fields 
received huge investments in light 
of the government’s keenness to pro-
vide the necessary incentives for this 
sector.

The real estate sector has ben-
efited over the past 12 years from 
huge spending on ‘major projects’ 
and infrastructure projects related to 
the World Cup since Qatar’s historic 
victory in organizing the most prom-
inent global football event, which is 
being held for the first time in the 
Arab and Islamic region.

Since that victory, and starting 
with its general budget for the year 
2011-2012, Qatar has so far spent 
about QR730 billion on ‘major pro-
jects’ and infrastructure projects 
serving the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022.

Spending was generous on the 
construction of stadiums, training 
grounds, metro, subway networks, 
airports, ports, water, electricity, 
sewage, parks, hospitals, schools, 
public transportation, and other lo-
gistical works.

The financial allocations for 
these projects also allowed Qatari 
government companies and private 
investors to spend billions of riyals 
on commercial projects, such as 
shopping centers, hotels, real estate, 
and entertainment arenas, which 
resonated in all arteries of the Qatari 
economy, including the tourism sec-
tor.

In light of the infrastructure and 
other projects related to the World 
Cup, tourism and hotel occupancy 
rates are likely to flourish, and the 
number of tourists in the country 
will triple, to reach 7 million annu-
ally by 2030.

And just as the spending allo-
cated by the state paved the way for 
the World Cup, it also provided all 
the reasons for success in terms of 
sports and logistical equipment and 
construction, to organize an excep-
tional World Cup, it sparked a ma-
jor modernization in the country to 
achieve an integrated infrastructure 
of the latest model and distinguished 
facilities.

The requirements of the Qatar 
National Vision 2030, and the plans 
and objectives of diversifying the Qa-
tari economy, have been reinforced 
by heavy investment in non-oil sec-
tors.

At the forefront of these sectors 
is the real estate sector, which has 
witnessed a wide renaissance in re-
cent years, with which it has become 
one of the most attractive sectors for 
capital in Qatar, and one of the most 
dynamic and attractive markets in 
the Middle East.

Market research agency Mordor 
Intelligence has estimated the sec-
tor’s compound annual growth rate 
of 11.5 percent for residential, 13 per-
cent for commercial, and 7.5 percent 
for luxury residential over the next 
five years. 

The latest report of Al Asmakh 
Real Estate Projects Company stated 
that the indicators for the year 2022 
carry positive expectations for con-
struction in Qatar, amid a positive 
reflection of expected economic ac-
tivity. This is expected to affect real 

estate trading in residential, com-
mercial and administrative sectors, 
indicating a future direction to focus 
on the projects included in the third 
national development strategy. Be-
sides. it will provide the necessary 
financial allocations to complete the 
implementation of strategic projects 
in accordance with Qatar National 
Vision 2030, especially projects re-
lated to supporting economic diver-
sification and achieving sustainabil-
ity, as well as projects in the health 
and education sectors.

In this context, the financial ana-
lyst and real estate expert Ahmed 
Aqel, said in a statement to QNA, 
that the performance of the real es-
tate sector in Qatar was remarkable 
during the past years, as a result of 
the strong growth, high demand sup-
ported by the recovery from the Cor-
onavirus (Covid-19) pandemic, and 
the lifting of restrictions on move-
ment, mainly also from the World 
Cup, in addition to the increase in 
the population of Qatar to more than 
3 million people.

He stressed that these factors 
contributed to the increase in de-
mand, especially for residential real 
estate, and directly affected the prof-
its and performance of the real es-
tate companies listed on the Qatar 
Stock Exchange, as they were able 
to achieve excellent growth, raising 
their profits in the third quarter of 
the year 2022 to approximately one 
billion and 300 million riyals, com-
pared to one billion and 163 million 
riyals in the same period last year, 
and therefore the growth rate was 
more than 12 percent and it is ex-
pected that the financial results dur-
ing the fourth quarter will be excep-
tional for the sector.

He pointed to the strong support 
received by the real estate sector in 
the country from the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, and the facilities 
and government support represent-
ed in a set of positive incentives that 
expanded the circle of non-Qatari 
ownership and use of the real es-
tate, in accordance with conditions, 
controls, and advantages, including 
Cabinet Resolution No. 28 of 2020, 
which stimulated investors to enter 
the real estate market, this is in par-

allel with the construction of a large 
number of new hotels, and the activi-
ty of the retail sector, which included 
more than 500,000 square meters of 
retail space during the year 2022.

In addition to the huge deal num-
bers, and high rental and occupancy 
rates that reflect the prosperity of 
the sector, aggregated data issued by 
the Planning and Statistics Authority 
indicate that the number of building 
permits reached 34,570 permits in 
four years, of which 9,505 permits 
were obtained in 2021, which is the 
highest level of building permits 
monitored since the issuance of 
monthly and annual data issued by 
the authority. 

The government’s pursuit of eco-
nomic diversification and support 
for the real estate sector strengthens 
the development of infrastructure, 
resulting in the implementation of 
world-class construction projects 
such as the Msheireb Downtown 
Doha, Lusail City, and the Pearl-
Qatar. Moreover, the government 
announced last September the es-
tablishment of the Real Estate 
Regulatory Authority, which 
will be responsible for 
preparing a national 
plan to regulate 
and strength-
en the real 
estate 

sector, in parallel with the issuance 
of many laws and legislations that 
encourage investment in the sector, 
most notably allowing non-Qataris 
to own and benefit from real estate 
properties in 25 areas; 9 areas of 
which 100 percent freehold owner-
ship is permitted.

In this regard, Property Finder 
Group Qatar Country Manager Afaf 
Hashim confirmed in a similar state-
ment to QNA that the next formula 
of the Real Estate Regulatory Au-
thority will facilitate the expansion 
of foreign investment goals in Qatar, 
and increase its attractiveness as an 
economic center, in addition to rais-
ing investor and buyer confidence to 
invest in the Qatari market, as well 
as multiplying the areas in which for-
eigners are allowed to invest.

On whether the local real estate 
market has been saturated or still 
has room for expansion and growth 
opportunities, Hashim confirmed 
that the local market has not reached 
saturation yet, as 1,251 real estate 
transactions were conducted in the 

first quarter of 2022, according to 
the quarterly real estate bulletin is-
sued by the Ministry of Justice, indi-
cating that the sales market in Qatar 
is still on the rise.

A recent report issued by the In-
vestment Promotion Agency of Qatar 
(IPA Qatar), and Ernst and Young 
showed that the real estate sector 
will maintain a positive trend in the 
future in parallel with the increas-
ing demand stemming from foreign 
ownership laws, Qatar hosting huge 
sporting events, and supply growth 
of 6.9 percent during the period the 
2010-2020 period.

The report considered that this, 
in addition to the investment oppor-
tunities available in all fields: com-
mercial, residential, and retail indi-
cate the prosperity of the real estate 
sector and its strong performance, 
supported by huge Qatari invest-
ments in infrastructure, legislative 
reforms, a positive economic out-
look, and an increase in the number 
of expatriates to the country.

Data published on the agency’s 
website show that the value of con-
struction projects under implemen-
tation in Qatar amounted to $250 
billion. The value of developing 
smart infrastructure and real estate 
in Lusail City amounted to $45 bil-
lion, while the value of investment 
opportunities in the housing units 
sector is estimated at $12.4 billion. 

The sector has contributed to 
more than $29 billion in the coun-
try’s economy in 2018, paving the 
way for an increase in the number 
of companies participating in the 
real estate market, and making it 
show exceptional stability in the 
face of the economic difficulties 
resulting from the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Estimations predict the value of 
economic gains Qatar will reap from 
hosting the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 will reach QR62 billion, with 
Qatar’s economic growth rate ex-
pected to reach 3.4 percent (and a 
growth of 4.1 percent in the non-oil 
sector) during the current year, ac-
cording to the International Mon-
etary Fund, the Qatari real estate 
sector appears promising and a safe 
haven for investments in the coming 
years.

Hosting World Cup 
stimulates 
real estate 

sector in Qatar

The real estate sector has benefited over the past 12 years from huge spending on ‘major projects’ and infrastructure projects 
related to the World Cup since Qatar’s historic victory in organizing the most prominent global football event, which is organised for                 
the first time in the Arab and Islamic region.

PAGE 11 | BUSINESS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2022



QNA
DOHA

THE fans of Ecuador have strongly 
supported their national football 
team and have been believing in its 
abilities to score further progress 
beyond its participation in the 22th 
edition of the FIFA World Cup tour-
nament. However, it seems that the 
winds do not blow as the vessel’s wish 
as everything dissipates after losing 
to Senegal on Tuesday.

Teammates of Enner Valencia 
started the best by outdoing the Qa-
tari team with two clean goals, before 
imposing a 1-1 draw on the Dutch 
team in its second match, so when 
the passage card approached the 
round of 16, where it was enough for 
the sons of Argentine football manag-
er Gustavo Alfaro to draw. But  Sen-
egal team turned around Ecuadorian 
dreams.

Many Ecuadorian fans  said they 
were fully ready to support their 
country’s team in its mission to 
qualify for the round of 16. The fans 
in yellow jerseys, waving yellow and 
blue flags, had occupied the eastern 
stands of the stadium. They were ex-
tremely sad following the loss of their 
team by 1-2, but at the same time 
they expressed  their happiness at be-
ing in Doha and their experience of 
the global atmosphere.

The journalist Juliette Fernandez, 
who is visiting Qatar for the second 
time, said that World Cup constituted 
an opportunity for her fellow citizens 
to communicate with the people from 
all over the world. She said she was 
touched by the friendly welcome 
from the Qatari people, stating that 
people in Qatar are keen to demon-
strate the best possible image of the 
country.

She said that there are many fan-
tastic destinations in Qatar that she 
is keen to visit, including Souq Wa-
qif, Msheireb, The Pearl Island and 
the popular market in the city of Al 
Wakra. 

On the other hand, Uruguayan 
journalist Ariel Ramilez, who works 
for an electronic newspaper affili-
ated with the South American Foot-
ball Confederation, praised the host’s 
efforts, pointing out that Qatar had 
made high level of preparations in all 
aspects.

Ramilez, who was assigned to 
cover the Ecuador national team 
matches added that the Ecuador 
showed good performance in their 
three matches and did well against 
Senegal, although they couldn’t score 
the equalizer to qualify for the round 
of 16.

He said that he managed to fol-

low several matches during the past 
ten days of the World Cup and had 
the chance to witness all World Cup 
stadiums, expressing his admiration 
for the state-of-the-art stadiums that 
will leave a significant future legacy 
for Qatar.

In conclusion of his statement, 
Ramirez - who stressed that he would 
stay in Qatar until the final match 
that will be held on December 18 at 
Lusail Stadium - expressed his hope 
to see Uruguay in the final match, 
despite their feeble chances, as they 
have to win their next match against 
Ghana to qualify for the round of 16 
waiting for the goal difference.

In the same vein, Jorge Luis Rod-
riguez - a Brazilian journalist holding 
Ecuadorian nationality who works at 
a Brazilian News Agency besides be-
ing a reporter for the official South 
American Football Confederation 

website - stressed that the participa-
tion of the Qatari national team rep-
resented a significant gain despite the 
results.

Qatari national team put out a 
good performance given the fact that 
they fell into a tough group that in-
cludes African champions Senegal, 
one of the best European teams the 
Netherlands, and Ecuador that came 
forth in the Copa America, he said.

The Brazilian reporter, who 
covered nine World Cup editions, 
stressed that based on his previous 
World Cup coverage, this World Cup 
edition is exceptional.

The situation in Qatar is different, 
he said, pointing to the easy access to 
stadiums, and ease of travel between 
cities. There is no need of long flights 
and change of accommodation, he 
said, saying that the compactness of 
this World Cup edition made it easy 
for the media to cover the matches.

Serina Nundez - a reporter for an 
Ecuadorian national station - said 
she feels said as Ecuador bid farewell 
to the tournament despite their good 
performance against Qatar and the 
Netherlands.

For his part, Emil Pereira - an Ec-
uadorian journalist and radio broad-
caster-- said that the Ecuadorian 
team was not lucky enough to qualify 
for the round of 16 despite their good 
kickstart in the first two matches.

He concluded by expressing his 
happiness at being in Qatar and how 
great the experience was to visit the 
country and learn about its Arabic 
culture, hoping to return to Doha on 
similar occasions.
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Sheikha Hind visits WC 2022 activities at Education City

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HER Excellency Sheikha 
Hind bint Hamad Al Thani, 
Vice Chairperson and CEO of 
Qatar Foundation, visited the 
GOALS exhibition at Educa-

tion City as it continues to tell 
the story of the FIFA World 
Cup through the eyes and 
words of those who are expe-
riencing it themselves.

The exhibition is a collec-
tion of stories, images and 
videos created by people liv-

ing, working and studying 
in Qatar, and is showcased 
at Qatar Foundation partner 
university Virginia Common-
wealth University School of 
the Arts in Qatar. 

Following the exhibition 
visit, HE Sheikha Hind ex-

plored the Fan Experience 
activations on offer at Educa-
tion City.

The activations, which are 
held on Education City Sta-
dium on World Cup  match 
days – three hours before 
and two hours after games 

– include a variety of multi 
sensory experiences, educa-
tional activities, and cultural 
performances that showcase 
the heritage of Qatar and the 
wider region.  

To learn more about the 
GOALS exhibition, which 

runs until 10 December, 
visit www.qf.org.qa/events/
goals-exhibition. For more 
information on the Education 
City Stadium Fan Experience, 
please visit www.qf.org.qa/
events/education-city-fan-
experience

Touched by friendly 
welcome in Qatar:
Foreign journalists

‘974 Stadium’s unique
design, atmosphere in
Qatar are exceptional’

QNA
DOHA

ONCE the referee announced the 
end of Wednesday’s match between 
Poland and Argentina in the final 
encounter of FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 Group C at 974 Stadium, 
the polish fans felt sad for losing the 
match 2-0. But their feelings turned 
upside down after knowing that Mex-
ico defeated Saudi Arabia 2-1, which 
meant that Poland qualified to the 
knockout stage.

A number of Polish reporters 
made exclusive statements to Qatar 
News Agency (QNA) about the won-
derful experience they are living in 
Qatar, expressing their happiness 
being here and their fascination with 
everything related to the organization 
and the unique designs of the stadi-
ums, especially 974 Stadium.

In her exclusive remarks to QNA, 
reporter Sophia Riaski - who is cov-
ering her first World Cup - said that 
she was keen on watching all Poland’s 
matches and made several reports on 
the base camp of the Polish team and 
their training sites.

She added that Poland marked 
their ninth appearance in the World 
Cup, and their opening match was 
positive when they achieved a draw 
with Mexico, then won over Saudi 
Arabia and lost to Argentina. Howev-
er, they managed to pass to the knock-
out stage.

Sophia expressed her fascination 
with the atmosphere in all the World 
Cup stadiums, especially 974 Sta-
dium, which has a lot of details that 
she made sure to capture through her 
camera lens. She said that 974 Sta-
dium is a fascinating stadium with a 
state-of-the-art design that makes it 
unique; deriving the stadium design 
from shipping containers was bril-
liant.

The Polish reporter hailed the im-
mense efforts exerted by the State of 
Qatar in organizing the World Cup, 
pointing out that the World Cup stadi-
ums will constitute a legacy, especially 
as Qatar is about to organize major 

sporting events at the continental and 
international levels.

Sophia concluded by saying that 
she could not blame the Qatari na-
tional team for their early leave from 
the group stage. She added that the 
team was under huge pressure, and 
looking at their performance during 
their matches they can build on and 
make use of their participation in the 
coming tournaments.

For his part, Polish journalist 
Roberto Celaski said in a similar state-
ment that the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 has achieved several positive 
outcomes and will have great contri-
butions to the local community given 
the great passion that the tournament 
enjoyed in all parts of the country and 
around the stadiums.

He added that the quality of the 
stadiums is a story to be told, and 
the designs hold several indications, 
as details that stimulate the local en-
vironment were taken into account. 
He said he read that the organizers 
were keen that the stadiums’ designs 
reflect the local environment in Qatar, 
whether Al Janoub or Al Bayt Sta-
dium. As for 974 stadium, the design 
is unique, as it was derived from ship-
ping containers.

He concluded his statement by 
saying that the ease of mobility dur-
ing the tournament was exceptional 
compared to the previous edition in 
Russia, where they had to travel long 
distances and change accommoda-
tions. In Qatar, everything was facili-
tated, from access to the stadiums to 
not having to travel long flights and 
changing accommodations.

In the same regard, Julia Hernan-
dez said she is happy to experience the 
first World Cup in the Arab world and 
the Middle East, expressing her hope 
that her country will pass the knock-
out stage and make it to the quarter-
finals.

For his part, a Polish journalist 
who works as a reporter for an inter-
national News Agency said that since 
he visited 974 Stadium for the first 
time, he felt extremely happy with the 
fascinating design of the stadium.

The situation in Qatar is different 
[compared to previous editions] 
due to easy access to stadiums 
and ease of travel between cities. 
There is no need of long flights 
and change of accommodation. 
The compactness of this World 
Cup edition made it easy for the 
media to cover the matches
Jorge Luis Rodriguez,  
Brazilian journalist

The 974 Stadium, which is made from 974 recycled shipping containers
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Outclass canada 2-1; tOp GrOup F where crOatia Finish secOnd and BelGium exit
Vinay nayudu

Doha

TouTed as ‘dark horse’ among 
the Arab teams at FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, Morocco lived 
up to the expectations rising to 
emerge as leaders in Group F 
beating Canada 2-1 in their last 
group game at the Al Thumama 
Stadium on Thursday.

Hakim Ziyech and Youssef 
en Nesyri had the Atlas Li-
ons 2-0 up inside 25 minutes, 
but an Nayef Aguerd own-goal 
swung momentum in the Ca-
nucks’ favour.

Atiba Hutchinson hit the 
bar in the second half, with 
the ball bouncing down on the 
line and back out, and Morocco 
held on for the three points.

Morocco will now face the 
runners-up in Group e, which 
contains Costa Rica, Germany, 
Japan and Spain, in the last 16. 

Morocco players threw 
their coach Walid Regragui 
into the air after the match in 
delight. 

Regragui believes his team 
is capable of “great things” af-
ter becoming the first African 
team in 24 years to top a World 
Cup group.

Regragui said: “We set our-
selves an objective of giving 
everything we’ve got and try-
ing to get past the group stage. 
We’ve done that, so why not 
aim for the sky?

“We’re not going to stop 
here, we are a very difficult 

team to beat, so why not dream 
of lifting the trophy?

“Let’s not get carried away 
but, if we are fighting fit, we 
know we are capable of great 
things.”

Morocco return to the last 
16 of the tournament for the 
first time since 1986, while en 
Nesyri became the first Moroc-
can to score in two World Cups 
after he netted in the 2-2 draw 
with Spain in 2018.

The Canadians could al-
most celebrate the equalizer 
in the 71st minute, but Atiba 
Huthcinson’s header from a 
corner hit the crossbar and 
bounced on to the goal line.

“You saw our quality against 
a Morocco team that has just 
won the group. I’m proud of 
what these lads have shown 
here,” Canada coach John 
Herdman said after three 
losses from three games.

“We’ll keep learning 
as an organization and as 
a coach and player group. 
We’ve got four years to build 
and this is our first step into 
the big unknown,” he said, 
ahead of Canada hosting the 

2026 edition with the united 
States and Mexico.

After a dominant first-half 
performance, Morocco went 
into their shells in the second 
but etermination and a little 
luck - Canada substitute Atiba 
Hutchinson planting a header 
off the underside of the bar – 
saw them through.

Regragui added: “It wasn’t 
easy and when you have this 
kind of opportunity to make 
history you think about it.

“I thought the first half dis-
play was the best we have had in 
a long time. It was a shame that 
we allowed that own goal as it 

shook us. In the second half, 
there was pressure on us but I 
loved it.”

Regragui was only appoint-
ed at the end of August and 
Paris Saint-Germain full back 
Achraf Hakimi had nothing but 
praise for the 47-year-old.

He said: “The coach has 
done an amazing job. He hasn’t 
had much time but he’s formed 
an amazing group. We trust 
him.” 

(inputs DPA)

 
Hakim Zi-

yech’s fourth-
minute goal was Mo-

rocco’s fastest ever in 
the World Cup. It broke 
the 18-minute national 
record Khalid Boutaib 

set against Spain at 
Russia 2018.

  We’re not going to stop here, we are a very 
difficult team to beat, so why not dream of lifting the 
trophy? Let’s not get carried away but, if we are fighting 
fit, we know we are capable of great things.

Morocco coach Walid Regragui

Morocco’s players celebrate winning the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group F match against Canada and topping 
the group at the Al Thumama Stadium on Thursday. (aFP)

Morocco’s coach Walid Regragui is thrown into the  
air as his players celebrate winning the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 Group F match against Canada at 
the Al Thumama Stadium in Doha on Thursday. (aFP)

Canada Morocco

1 2
Nayef Aguerd 40’ (OG) Hakaim Ziyech 4’,  

Youssef En-Nesyri 23’
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Ritsu Doan and Ao tanaka 
scored second half goals as 
Japan fought back to defeat 
spain 2-1 to book a spot in the 
FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
Round of 16 on thursday.

two goals in three minutes 
early in the second half from 
Ritsu Doan and Ao tanaka 
earned Japan the three points 
after Alvaro Morata had put 
the spanish in front in the 11th 
minute as the samurai Blue 
claimed a second win in three 
games.

Japan will now meet Croa-
tia on Monday, while spain 
will play Morocco with four-
time champions Germany 
eliminated despite their 4-2 
win over Costa Rica, who also 
went out of the competition.

Moriyasu made five chang-
es and a tactical switch fol-
lowing the loss to Costa Rica, 
giving shogo taniguchi his 
first-ever start at a FiFA World 
Cup in defence and recalling 
Ao tanaka in place of Wataru 
Endo. Junya ito also returned, 
but in an unfamiliar role at 
right wingback, while take-
fusa Kubo and Daizen Maeda 
were restored to the line-up 
after missing the previous out-
ing.

Despite the changes, Mori-
yasu’s side started with intent 
as Kubo burst into the penalty 
area before his cutback from 
the bye-line was cleared by the 
spanish defence.

Japan’s early high-energy 
approach, particularly in the 
final third, was unsettling the 
Europeans with sergio Bus-
quets giving up possession 

under pressure from Maeda 
with the ball eventually ending 
at the feet of ito, but his shot 
could only find the side net-
ting.

the spanish, though, soon 

found their stride. Morata 
flicked his ninth minute head-
er straight at goalkeeper shu-
ichi Gonda, before showing 
the more ruthless side of his 
finishing two minutes later to 

put his team in front.
Luis Enrique’s side had the 

Japanese penned into their 
own area after Gavi’s initial 
diagonal run and, while his 
low cross was half-cleared by 
the defence, the return ball 
towards the six-yard box from 
Cesar Azpilicueta was emphat-
ically headed in by the Atletico 
Madrid forward.

With only 11 minutes on 
the clock and Japan needing 
all three points to advance 
to the next round, spain’s 
early goal did not augur well 
for Moriyasu’s side. Morata 
threatened again with a low 
shot that Gonda gathered.

Japan managed to pull 
themselves back into contention 

as the half wore on, with Mae-
da’s pressure forcing unai si-
mon into an error in possession 
while Daichi Kamada saw his 
attempt blocked after switching 
to the right with Kubo.

 it was Maeda’s tireless 
terrier-like performance that 
yielded Japan’s equaliser 
three minutes into the second 
half. Once again his pressure 
forced simon into a mistake, 
the goalkeeper’s under-hit 
clearance dropping to ito, who 
fed Doan and the Freiburg for-
ward lashed the ball home.

three improbable minutes 
later Japan were in front. Doan 
this time opened up the span-
ish defence with a ball across 

goal that Kaoru Mitoma – in-
troduced at halftime – some-
how reached to cut back for 
tanaka to push over the line. 

Referee Victor Gomes ini-
tially ruled the ball had gone 
out of play but, after a lengthy 
consultation with VAR offi-
cials, the south African award-
ed the goal to prompt wild 
scenes of Japanese celebra-
tions.

Gonda denied Dani Olmo 
late in the game to preserve 
Japan’s lead as the four-
time AFC Asian Cup win-
ners booked their place in the 
knockout rounds for the sec-
ond FiFA World Cup in a row 
and the fourth time in total.
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Japan’s teammates celebrate after winning the FIFA Qatar 2022 World Cup Group E match against Spain at the Khalifa International Stadium on Thursday. (aFP)

Japan’s players react after their coach Hajime Moriyasu spoke to them soon after the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group E match against Spain at the Khalifa International Stadium on Thursday. (aFP)

Japan’s players midfielder Ritsu Doan (L) and Yuto Nagatomo pose for photographers after the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 Group E match against Spain at the Khalifa International Stadium on Thursday. (aFP)

Japan’s midfielder #17 Ao Tanaka (2L) celebrates scoring his team’s 
second goal in the FIFA Qatar 2022 World Cup Group E match against 
Spain at the Khalifa International Stadium on Thursday. (aFP)

Japan  
stun  
spain 

book 
Last 

16 
berth

Japan Spain

2 1
Ritsu Doan 48’, Ao Tanaka 51’; Alvaro Morata 11’

SCORELINE

 In terms of a finish, the new aim for us is the last eight. The players 
are showing us a different and new view of being able to fight on the world 
stage. I would like to set a new record of the last eight or better.
Japan coach Hajime Moriyasu

Four-time Asian Cup winners Japan have 
booked their place in the knockout rounds  
for the second FIFA World Cup in a row and 
the fourth time in total



‘I enjoy it’ says Germany’s Flick as he plans to go on despite exit
dpa

Al Khor

Germany coach Hansi Flick wants 
to stay in his post despite crashing 
out of the World Cup in the group 
stage.

“From my side, yes, I enjoy it. 
We have a good team, good players 
coming up. But it’s not up to me,” he 
told arD television on Thursday af-
ter a 4-2 win over Costa rica was not 
enough to reach the last 16.

Flick wants to lead the team to 
the home european Championship 
in 2024, when his contract ends.

But the 57-year-old also said: “my 
disappointment is huge, we have to 
get over it first.” In a later news con-

ference, Flick said he wanted to come 
to terms with the World Cup exit 
“very, very quickly.” He added: “I am 
always very critical, and that will also 
be part of the analysis.” The coach 
said that the disappointment in the 
dressing room was “enormous.” Ger-
man football federation (DFB) direc-
tor Oliver Bierhoff said: “Hansi Flick 
has a contract until 2024 and I as-
sume he will fulfil it.” 

Müller hints at retirement 
Germany forward Thomas müller 
suggested he was retiring from in-
ternational football following their 
World Cup exit.

The 33-year-old Bayern munich 
forward struggled in Qatar, with Ger-

many going out in the group stage for 
the second straight edition.

a 4-2 win over Costa rica was not 
enough as Japan beat Spain 2-1.

“If this was my last game, I want 
to say a few words to our fans who 
have supported me for years,” he 
told arD after his fourth World Cup 
including 2014 when Germany tri-
umphed. It was an enormous pleas-
ure. Dear people, thank you very 
much. We had incredible moments 
together,” he added.

“I have always tried to leave my 
heart on the field. I did it with love. 
you can be sure of that.”      The 
match against Costa rica was his 
121st international cap. He scored 44 
goals for Germany.

Germany’s coach Hans-Dieter Flick during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group E 
match against Costa Rica at the Al Bayt Stadium on Thursday. (AFP)

agencies
dohA

Spain qualified for 
the FIFa World Cup 
round of 16 despite 
a 2-1 loss to Japan in 
their final Group e 
match at the Khalifa 
International Sta-
dium.

Spain finished 
second in Group e 
with four points, while 
Japan took first with 
six.

In the round of 16, 
Spain will face Group F lead-
er morocco.

Germany was eliminated 
from the World Cup group stag-
es for the second time in a row, 
despite winning 4-2 against 
Costa rica and finishing third 
in the group with four points. 
Germany and Spain finished 
with the same number of 
points, but the latter quali-
fied due to a higher goal dif-
ference.

The Span-
iards took an ear-

ly 1-0 lead thanks 
to a goal from alvaro 

morata, but Japan 
scored twice in the first 
seven minutes of the 
second half.

The goals were 
scored within four 
minutes of each other. 
In the 48th minute, 

ritsu Doan scored 
to tie the game, 
and then ao 
Tanaka scored 
a controversial 
goal to give Ja-
pan the lead.

T h e 
g a m e - w i n -

ning goal was 
initially not 

given because 
the ball appeared 

to have gone out of 
play near the Spain 
goal. However, a 

video review 
d e t e r m i n e d 

that the ball remained in play. 
To be out of play in soccer, the 
entire circumference of the ball 
must cross the entire out of 
bounds line.

There could have been some 
space between the bottom of the 
ball and the line as well.

Japan will face Croatia in 
the round of 16 after 
Croatia tied Bel-
gium on Thurs-
day morning. 
The Japanese are 
making their sec-
ond consecutive 
knockout round 
appearance, and 
they have reached 
the round of 16 
in four of their 
last six World 
Cup appear-
ances.

Spain 
is prob-
a b l y 
n o t 
t o o 
u p -

set with finishing second in the 
group. yes, winning the group 
is satisfying, but instead of fac-
ing a Croatian team that reached 
the World Cup final in 2018, 
Spain now faces morocco in the 
knockout rounds.

The loss also means that 
Spain will likely avoid a quar-
terfinal matchup with Brazil and 
will be on the opposite side of 
the bracket as both Brazil and 
argentina. Instead, Spain’s like-
ly quarterfinal opponent would 
be Portugal, and Spain is now 
on england’s side of the bracket.

What’s next for Germany?
The German national Team 

entered this World Cup with-
out many of the stalwarts who 
helped propel them to victory in 
2014 and were part of the team 
that crashed out of the 2018 
World Cup. While neuer and 
Thomas muller were notable 
holdovers, players such as Leroy 
Sane, Serge Gnabry, Jamial mu-
siala, and others were given a 
chance to compete in this World 
Cup.

and, while Germany has a 
plethora of attacking options, it 
is clear that it requires a stronger 
defense. The Germans allowed 
five goals in three games. The 
back four was a question head-

ing into the tournament, and 
it’s become even more so now. 
Finding the next generation of 
top-tier defenders is critical be-
fore the 2026 World Cup.

It is the second World Cup in 
a row where four-times champi-
ons Germany have been elimi-
nated in the group stage.

“For me personally this is an 
absolute catastrophe,” Germany 
forward

Thomas müller, 33, told 
arD, suggesting he will now re-
tire from international football.

“If this was my last game, I 
want to say a few words to our 
fans who have supported me 
for years. I have always tried to 
leave my heart on the field.”

The game was also historic 

as it was the first men’s World 
Cup game

to be refereed by a female - 
Frenchwoman Stéphanie Frap-
part. Storied Germany are the 
biggest casualties of the compe-
tition so far, with second-ranked 
Belgium also going out earlier 
on Thursday.

Coach Hansi Flick took over 
from 2014 World Cup-winning 
coach Joachim Löw last year 
after a disappointing last-16 
exit at the euros. Flick made 
a great start, winning his first 
eight games in charge but re-
sults in the nations League then 
dropped off. They began their 
Qatar campaign with a shock 2-1 
defeat by Japan but fought well 
in the 1-1 draw with Spain.
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Spain’s forward Alvaro Morata (third right) celebrates scoring his team’s 
first goal during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group E match  at the 
Khalifa International Stadium in Doha on Thursday. (AFP)

Germany’s players gesture to fans at the end of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Group E match against Costa Rica at the Al Bayt Stadium 
on Thursday. (AFP)

La rOJa 
THrOUGH,  
GermaNy OUT
Spain qualify for FIFA World 
Cup Round of 16 despite loss 
to Japan, Germany eliminated

Spain’s forward #07 Alva-
ro Morata (R) celebrates 
scoring his team’s first 
goal with Spain’s forward 
#17 Yeremy Pino at the 
Khalifa International Sta-
dium on Thursday. (AFP)



DPA AnD Agencies
Doha/al Rayyan

Belgium were dumped out of the 
World Cup in Qatar on Thursday af-
ter a 0-0 draw with last 16 qualifiers 
Croatia was not enough to advance, 
while morocco beat Canada 2-1 and 
are through as group F winners.

minutes after the game, Bel-
gium coach Roberto martinez an-
nounced he’d be leaving his role af-
ter more than six years — a decision 
he said he had reached before the 
World Cup started.

His departure could easily have 
been delayed.

lukaku, Belgium’s record scorer 
but only recently back from injury, 
came on as a halftime substitute and 
squandered several great chances, 
the best coming in stoppage time 
when Thorgan Hazard’s cross fell to 
him at the back post, barely 2 me-
ters (yards) out. The ball struck lu-
kaku’s midriff and instead of rolling 
into the net, it bounced back across 
the front of the goal and was gath-
ered by Croatia goalkeeper Dominik 
livakovic.

lukaku also hit the inside of 
the post with the goal virtually un-
guarded. Another chance, from a 
header in front of goal, sailed over 
the bar following a cross from Kevin 
De Bruyne that might have come 
from a ball that was out of play.

lukaku punched the side of 
the dugout as 
he walked off, 
knocking the 
p l e x i g l a s s 
screen out 
of place. He 
was seen sob-
bing as Belgium 
assistant coach Thierry 
Henry consoled him.

“We could have won this game 
by three goals and we’d be walking 
away feeling very different,” mar-
tinez said. “i thought (lukaku) 
moved very well, got in great situ-
ations, and what was missing was 
the finish. it was the difference be-
tween hitting the post and going in, 
and hitting the post and going out.”

Croatia, the 2018 runner-up 
led by luka modric, will attempt 
to make another deep run at the 
World Cup after also reaching the 
semifinals in 1998. The Croats will 
play the winner of group e on mon-
day.

Belgium is facing the breakup 
of its talented but underachieving 
squad after failing to live up to its 

status as the second-ranked team 
and one of the tournament fa-
vorites. What has long been called 
Belgium’s “golden generation” — 
now featuring six players with more 
than 100 appearances — is set to 
split with the World Cup semifinal 
appearance in 2018 as its peak.

The team, which has faced re-
ports of infighting and divisions 
between players during the tourna-
ment in Qatar, scored only one goal 
in three games and saved its best 
performance until its final match. it 
came too late.

The fitness issues of lukaku — 
injured for most of this season with 
thigh and hamstring problems — 
have proved to be a huge blow for 
the team. The inter milan striker 
missed the 1-0 win over Canada, 
came on as an 81st-minute substi-
tute in the 2-0 loss to morocco and 
then played the second half against 
Croatia.

The golden Belgian generation 
led by Kevin De Bruyne and Rome-
lu lukaku probably missed the last 
chance of winning a World Cup af-
ter they failed to break the deadlock 
against Croatia despite several clear 
chances in the second half.

Croatia, meanwhile, have to set-
tle for second in group F but will 

be relieved to progress to the first 
knock-out round after they had an 
early penalty overturned for offside.

Belgium were ranked second 
in the world and finished third in 
2018.

“it’s not easy to win a game like 
this. Today we were ready but wast-

ed too many goal chances,” Bel-
gium coach Roberto martinez 

said.
“We can leave with 

our heads held high.” 
He said the golden 

generation was 
not done, but it 
was time to be 

“bringing the 
next genera-
tion on. it’s 
not what 
names are on 

the pitch, the 
legacy can be left 

in many ways.” He 
later told a news 
conference he was 
now leaving as 
Belgium coach.

Belgium were 
the first side 
with a chance 
after great play 
by De Bruyne 
in the 12th 
minute, but 

Dries mertens’ finish went well over 
the bar.

Belgium were not at their best 
right from the start of their World 
Cup campaign. in the first match 
against a much weaker Canada, the 
Red Devils just scraped through. 
While the Alphonso Davbies-led 
Canda caused them a lot of trouble, 
michy Batshuayi fortunately found 
the back of the net at the fag end of 
the game.

The biggest shock for Belgium 
came when they were defeated 2-0 
by morocco in their second game, in 
what was a complete domination by 
the African side. in fact, there have 
been reports of rifts in the dressing 
room of Belgium. in a press confer-
ence, star player Kevin de Bruyne 
said that they were ‘too old’ to 
win the World Cup. . given 
all that, their ouster 
early in the tour-
nament is not 
much of a sur-
prise.

PAGE 4 | SPortS Friday, december 2, 2022

Belgium’s goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois catches the ball during the match against 
Croatia on Thursday. (aFP)

Croatia’s Dejan Lovren and Luka Modric cel-
ebrate after beating Belgium at the Ahmad 
Bin Ali Stadium in Al Rayyan on Friday. (aFP)

Belgium needed to win. Croatia needed a draw. Now, Croatia will stay as Belgium’s ‘golden generation’ pack bags 

SCORELINE
Croatia Belgium

0 0

Roberto Martínez

‘That was my 
last game as 
national coach’

DPA
al Rayyan

RoBeRTo martínez announced his resigna-
tion as Belgium coach after their group stage 
exit at the World Cup.

“That was my last game as national coach 
today. of course it’s very emotional,” the 
Spaniard told reporters on Thursday after 
the 0-0 draw against Croatia in Qatar.

Belgium thus missed out on the knock-
out rounds at a World Cup for the first time 
since 1998 after Romelu lukaku spurned a 
host of second-half chances. morocco and 
Croatia went through from group F instead.

The 49-year-old martínez went on to 
explain that he had already made the deci-
sion before the World Cup to quit after the 
tournament. He led Belgium to third place 
in 2018.

“You can imagine that i had many offers 
after finishing third in 2018, but i wanted to 
be loyal and fulfil my contract. Now our jour-
ney is over. But my decision has nothing to do 
with the elimination in the group stage,” said 
martínez. A former everton manager,  mar-
tínez had been Belgium coach since 2016.

Peter Bossaert, chief executive of the 
Royal Belgian Football Association, said in 
a statement: “We thank Roberto martínez 
for everything he achieved with this golden 
generation, as a coach as well as a technical 
director: four consecutive years number one 
on the FiFA ranking, a bronze medal at the 
2018 World Cup, qualification for the ueFA 
2021 euros, the 2021 ueFA Nations league 
Final Four and the 2022 World Cup.

“With his team Roberto left an immense 
legacy for the next Belgian football genera-
tions.” With the likes of lukaku, Kevin De 
Bruyne, eden Hazard and Thibaut Courtois, 

Belgium had a squad over 
recent years which 

most nations could 
only dream of.

But they failed 
to secure silver-
ware and with 

many of their 
stars over 30, 
this is likely to be 

the last World Cup 
for the so-called 

golden generation.

 We could have won this 
game by three goals and we’d be 
walking away feeling very different.

Belgium coach Roberto Martinez

Belgium’s Romelu Lukaku 
reacts after missing an 
opportunity against Croatia 
on Thursday. (aFP)

World 
No 2 
dumped

out



Tribune news neTwork
Dakar (Senegal)

The International Centre for 
Sport Security (ICSS) and its 
partners the United Nations Of-
fice of Counter-Terrorism (UN-
OCT) and the United Nations 
Interregional Crime and Justice 
Research Institute (UNICRI) 
along with representatives of 
the Republic of Senegal joined 
forces to host the first National 
Focal Points (NFPs) Regional 
Forum for Africa.

The event, which took place 
in Dakar, Senegal on 30 No-
vember-1 December, aims to 
be a reference event in Africa to 
engage high level policy-mak-
ers, stakeholders and youth in 
terms of major sporting events 
(MSe) and to build resilience 
to violent extremism.

The Forum was organized 
within the framework of the 
multi-year Global Programme 
on the Security Major Sport-
ing events, and Promotion of 
Sport and Its Values as a Tool 
to Prevent Violent extremism 
(Global Sports Programme), 
an initiative supported by the 
State of Qatar, the People’s Re-
public of China and the Repub-
lic of Korea as donors.

The Global Programme 
is aimed at strengthening the 
protection of MSe through en-
hanced international coopera-
tion and sustainable security 
approaches while promoting 
the values of sport as a power-
ful means to counter terrorism 
and prevent violent extremism.

During the two-day event, 
partners have introduced the 
Global Sports Programme and 
the Global Guide on the Secu-
rity of Major Sporting events: 
Promoting Sustainable Secu-
rity & Legacies produced by the 
Global Programme.

The Forum was an opportu-
nity to overview Global Sports 
Programme’s security outputs 
and national perspectives on 
sport for preventing violent 
extremism. It also provided an 

e-training and practical group 
exercise to help participants 
understand in greater depth 
how to identify challenges 
on major sport events safety 
and security and prevention 
of extremism using the val-
ues of sport as elaborated by 
the Global Sports Programme, 
paving the way for future inte-
grated workshops and training 
for African countries. 

Diogo Guia, Director of 
Sport Public Policy, ICSS, said: 
“This Forum, which kicks start 
a new partnership with African 

countries, offers a unique op-
portunity in supporting them 
to build national capacities in 
terms of sport security and the 
use of sport to prevent violent 
extremism.

The Global Programme is 
gaining pace as more and more 
to provide assistance in this 
field to many countries such as 
Cameroun, Costa Rica, el Sal-
vador, and Maldives.

We reaffirm our strong com-
mitment to continuing to pro-
vide technical assistance and en-
hance policy coordination and 

practical cooperation towards 
making instruments of security 
of major sporting events and the 
use of sport to combat extrem-
ism more inclusive.”

The International Centre 
for Sport Security (ICSS)
The International Centre for 
Sport Security (ICSS) is a global, 
independent and non-profit 
organisation. It works tirelessly 
to address some of the most 
prominent challenges and issues 
facing the world of sport today, 
as well as to protect it from 

emerging and future threats. 
Having brought together respect-
ed leaders from sport, govern-
ment agencies, law enforcement, 
international organisations, 
academia and the business 
community, the ICSS has an 
established team of experts in 
the fields of sport, international 
cooperation and event safety 
and security, sport integrity and 
socio-economic development.
Through its services and with 
the support of its donors, the 
ICSS has been able to invest in 
several pioneering initiatives to 

safeguard sport – from initiat-
ing the first-ever research into 
the scale of manipulation of 
sports competitions as part 
of the Sorbonne-ICSS Sport 
Integrity research Programme 
(2012-2014), to working with 
the international organisations 
leading to the development of 
advanced policies in different 
fields pertaining to the protection 
of sport – the ICSS continues to 
make an impact through project 
expansion and building new 
programmes in collaboration with 
its partners.

UNICRI, UNOCT and ICSS hold first National  
Focal Points Regional Forum for Africa
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The event, which took place in Dakar, Senegal on 30th November and 1st December, aims to be a reference event in Africa to engage high level policy-makers, stakeholders and youth 
in terms of major sporting events (MSE) and to build resilience to violent extremism.

Four England tons in 
record-breaking romp

iCC
rawalPInDI

eNGLAND smashed 506/4 on 
the opening day of the first Test 
against Pakistan in Rawalpin-
di, breaking a slew of records in 
the process on Thursday.

On their first day of return 
to Pakistan to play Test cricket 
after 17 years, england broke 
several records including the 
most runs scored on the first 
day of a Test match. here are a 
few records that went for a toss 
on day one in Rawalpindi.

england’s 506 runs on the 
first day of the Test match is 
an all-time record for the most 
runs scored on day one of a 
Test match. 

They beat the 494 runs 
made by Australia against 
South Africa in Sydney in the 
first Test of the series in 1910.

Then, Australia finished 
on 494/6. Australia also made 
482/5 in 86.5 overs in Adelaide 
against South Africa on day one 
of the 2012 Test, a scoring rate 
of 5.57.

england’s 506 runs came off 
a mere 75 overs with 15 overs left 
unused in the day, a stunning 
run rate of 6.75 in the day.

Four centurions on day one
Openers Zak Crawley and Ben 
Duckett aside, harry Brook 
and Ollie Pope too completed 
hundreds, all but one of them 
getting to the three-figure mark 
at a strike rate of more than 
100. This is the first time that 
there have been four centuri-

ons on day one of a Test match.
Crawley and Duckett 

smashed an opening stand of 
233 in 35.4 overs, a scoring 
rate of 6.53, making it the high-
est run rate in an opening part-
nership of 200 or more runs in 
Test cricket.

Overall, there have only 
been three double-century 
opening partnerships in ex-
cess of six runs per over: Joe 
Burns and David Warner (6.29 
runs per over v New Zealand in 
2015) and Graeme Smith and 
AB de Villiers (6.22 runs per 
over v Zimbabwe in 2005).

Six fours in an over
england’s harry Brook 
smashed six fours in an over off 
debutant Saud Shakeel, mak-
ing it just the fifth instance of 
a batter hitting six fours in one 
over of a Test match.

Sandeep Patil v Bob Willis 
in 1982, Chris Gayle v Matthew 
hoggard in 2004, Ramnaresh 
Sarwan v Munaf Patel in 2006 
and Sanath Jayasuriya vs 
James Anderson in 2007 were 
the other instances.
Scores: England 506 for 4 
(Crawley 122, Pope 108, Duckett 
107, Brook 101*) vs Pakistan.

Trainer Ibrahim Saeed Al Malki and jockey Tomas Lukasek were in the winners’ enclosure together for 
the 2nd time as they teamed up with the Noora Racing Limited-owned Al Ghariyah (GB) to win the Sawda 
Natheel Stakes Cup, the feature race of Qatar Racing & Equestrian Club’s (QREC) 16th Race Meeting at Al 
Rayyan Racecourse on Thursday evening. It was the trainer’s treble. QREC Racing Manager Abdulla Rashid Al 
Kubaisi presented the trophies to the winners. (Tnn)

QrEC 16th rACE MEEt: Al GhAriyAh 
winS SAwdA nAthEEl StAkES 

Visitors 506-4 on opening day of Rawalpindi Test

England’s Harry Brook (L) and captain Ben Stokes (2L) walk back to 
pavilion at the end the first day of the first cricket Test against Pakistan 
at the Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium, in Rawalpindi on Thursday. (aFP)
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Having taken a point from their opening two matches, Uruguay 
must beat Ghana on Friday to progress from Group H

Ghana vs Uruguay (6pm) at Al Janoub Stadium

Uruguay’s for-
ward Luis Suarez 
speaks at the  
Qatar National 
Convention 
Center on  
Thursday. (AFP)

Uruguay players attend a training session at the Al Erssal  on Thursday. (AFP)

File photo of Uruguay’s striker Luis Suarez (left) stopping the ball with the hand leading to a red card 
and a penalty for Ghana during the extra-time of 2010 World Cup quarter-final match. (AFP)

Key Stats
 Ghana have not kept a clean sheet in 

their last nine World Cup matches. 
 Uruguay were unbeaten in five FIFA World 
Cup group stage matches against European 
teams prior to their defeat by Portugal. 
 Ghana’s two group games have featured 
10 goals. They were on the wrong end of a 
five-goal thriller against Portugal but beat 
South Korea 3-2, snapping their six-game 
winless run in the World Cup group stage. 
 Uruguay, who have yet to score at this 
year’s finals, have only failed to qualify for 
the knockout phase in one of their last six 
World Cup appearances. 

Previous meetings: 
 Their only previous meeting was in the in-
famous 2010 World Cup quarter-final, when 
Uruguay’s Luis Suarez was sent off for a 
blatant handball only for Ghana to miss the 
resulting penalty and lose the shootout after 
the match finished 1-1 after extra time.

I won’t apologise for that. I took a 
red card, it was not my fault that the 
Ghana player missed the penalty. 
Maybe I could apologise if I had 
injured the player
– Luis Suarez

While the Black Stars coach 
Otto Addo insisted Ghana will 
not be out for revenge, Suarez 
has been a hugely unpopular 
figure in the African nation 
since he handled on the line 
to deny Dominic Adiyiah a 
goal in extra-time of a World 
Cup quarter-final tie in 2010

Ghana’s coach 
Otto Addo 
gives a press 
conference at 
the Qatar  
National  
Convention 
Center on 
Thursday. (AFP)

Ghana’s players take part in a 
training session at the Aspire 
Zone in Doha on Thursday. 
(AFP)

dpa
DohA 

Luis suarez feels no need to 
apologise for his handball 
against Ghana 12 years ago, 
as he hopes to propel uru-
guay into the World Cup 

last 16.
Having taken a point from their 

opening two matches in Qatar, uru-
guay must beat Ghana on Friday to 
progress from Group H.

However, the game at Al Janoub 
stadium is something of a grudge 
match - at least from the point of view 
of Ghana supporters.

While the Black stars coach Otto 
Addo insisted Ghana will not be out 
for revenge, suarez has been a hugely 
unpopular figure in the African na-
tion since he handled on the line to 
deny Dominic Adiyiah a goal in extra-
time of a World Cup quarter-final tie 
in 2010.

suarez was sent off, but Asamoah 
Gyan hit the crossbar from the result-
ing spot-kick, with uruguay going on 
to progress to the semi-finals by win-
ning the penalty shoot-out.

The former Liverpool and Barce-
lona star has never considered apolo-
gising, though.

“i won’t apologise for that,” he 
said in a press conference.  “i took a 
red card, it was not my fault that the 
Ghana player missed the penalty. 
Maybe i could apologize if i had in-
jured the player.” 

When it was put to suarez that 
Ghana, who could go through with a 
point, might be even more motivated 
if he plays in what could well be his fi-
nal World Cup game, the 35-year-old 
suggested an obsession with revenge 
is unhealthy.

“i haven’t thought about this. i 
don’t know what people are saying or 
if they want revenge,” he replied.

“We beat Portugal in 2018, have 
you heard Portuguese people saying 
they needed revenge?” 

suarez also referenced the inci-
dent involving Giorgio Chiellini in the 
2014 World Cup, when the uruguay 
forward bit the italy defender on the 
shoulder.

“What i did to Chiellini, i made a 
mistake, but afterwards we played to-
gether in the Champions League and 
shook hands,” he added.

“You can’t focus on the past and 
revenge, that can be counter-produc-
tive.” 

uruguay coach Diego Alonso 
said: “For us it’s a defining match and 
that’s what matters, i don’t know if 
Ghana will want revenge, we respect 
them and we will try to be better to be 
able to qualify.” 

His counterpart Addo, mean-
while, reiterated Ghana’s minds are 
not fixed on revenge.

“it was very sad what happened in 
2010, but we can’t change it. in gen-
eral, it is about perspective,” Addo 
said.

 2010 handball
UrUgUay star sUarez 

won’t apologise to ghana over 
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Portugal defender Nuno Mendes 
sidelined but to stay in Qatar

dpa
Berlin

NuNo Mendes looks set to 
miss the rest of the World Cup 
but will stay with Portugal in 
Qatar, coach Fernando Santos 
has announced.

The Paris Saint-Germain 
left-back seemed set to be an 
important member of the Por-
tugal team in Qatar, but a thigh 
injury has scuppered hopes of 
being a fixture in the side.

Mendes was not involved 
in the opening 3-2 win against 
Ghana but started against uru-
guay on Monday, only to be 
substituted just 42 minutes 
into that game and replaced by 
Borussia Dortmund’s Raphael 
Guerreiro.

He left the field in tears, 
and that seems likely to be 
his only involvement in the 
tournament, with Guerreiro 
the obvious choice to be Por-
tugal’s starter at left-back 
against South Korea on Friday 
and thereafter, with the team’s 
place in the knockout stage se-
cured.

The 20-year-old was also 
troubled by a thigh problem 

in the weeks leading up to the 
tournament but returned to 
the PSG starting line-up for 
two games before joining up 
with his national side. Santos 

said: “He will stay with us here 
in Qatar because that’s what 
the players wanted.

“He wanted to stay here 
with us, this really reflects the 

spirit of the team and how 
united we all are.

“I feel sad for those who 
won’t be able to play, but it has 
to encourage me and the other 

players, because we have to 
make up for those who aren’t 
there.” A statement from the 
Portuguese federation, the 
FPF, read: “The international 
Nuno Mendes, after carrying 
out tests, was considered una-
vailable for the work of the na-
tional team by the health and 
performance unit of the FPF.  
“The player suffered a muscle 
injury in his left thigh during 
the game between Portugal 
and uruguay. Nuno Mendes 
will remain part of the national 
delegation in Qatar, where he 
will begin the recovery work.”

Portugal’s defender Nuno Mendes (bottom) lies on the pitch during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group H match at 
the Lusail Stadium in Lusail on Thursday. (AFP)

agency
dohA

WHeN Portugal plays South 
Korea in the 2022 World Cup 
on Friday, they will be vying 
for first place in Group H.

Fernando Santos’ side 
only needs a point to be as-
sured of finishing first in the 
group, while South Korea 
must defeat the european na-
tion to advance to the round 
of 16.

Paulo Bento’s team came 
back from two goals down to 
tie the game at 2-2 just past 
the hour mark at education 
City Stadium, but Moham-
med Kudus’ second goal of 
the game in the 68th minute 
secured all three points for 
Ghana, putting them in pole 
position to join Portugal in 
the round of 16.

South Korea is third in the 
section by one point, but they 
can still advance to the com-
petition’s knockout round. 
Indeed, Bento’s team must 
defeat Portugal in order to 
advance; if they defeat San-
tos’s team and uruguay de-
feats Ghana, goal difference 
will separate the two teams.

Former Portugal interna-
tional and South Korea coach 
Paulo Bento said on Thursday 
that his country has “one of 
the greatest generations of 
Portuguese football.”

“He (Ronaldo) is a world 
class player, this is a well 
known fact, and they have all 
these talented players,” de-
fender Kim Young-gwon said 
at a news conference. We’ll 
have to play as a team, as one 
unit, to keep them at bay.

“We played our first two 
games with passion, and we’ll 
have to do it again tomorrow.” 
But we’ll also need some luck. 
If we have everything, we can 
perform a miracle.”

“We don’t have anywhere 
else to go than forward,” said 
Kim on Thursday.

Bento added that it did 
not matter whether his Por-
tugal counterpart, Fernando 
Santos, fielded a first-choice 
team. “He can play in differ-
ent ways, with different for-
mations, he can make three or 
four changes in his team and 
they stay at the same level,” 
said Bento.

“In addition, the context 
is favourable to them, since 
they are already qualified and 
a draw will ensure first place.”

Bento will be suspended 
for the game after picking up 
a red card in the Ghana game, 
but he fully trusts his assis-
tants. “They make most of the 
choices, they suggest them to 
me. It’s not going to be a prob-
lem. This time they will be on 
their own but it won’t change 
much,” added Bento, who said 
he will sing the Portuguese 

anthem from the stands.
The Asian Tigers last ad-

vanced to the knockout round 
in 2010, with their previous 
two World Cups ending in the 
group stage.

Given the strength of their 
opponents, it was always go-
ing to be a tough ask for them 
to make it out of this section, 
but they are still in the run-
ning, and the fact that Por-
tugal has already qualified 
could work in their favour on 
Friday.

As previously stated, Por-
tugal has already qualified for 
the competition’s knockout 
round, but a win or a draw in 
this match would guarantee 
them first place in the group.

Santos’ team began the 
World Cup with a 3-2 victory 
over Ghana, and Cristiano 
Ronaldo became the first man 
to score in five World Cups.

on Monday, Portugal de-
feated uruguay 2-0, with Bru-
no Fernandes scoring twice to 
secure the european nation’s 
place in the tournament’s 

last-16 stage. The team leads 
the section going into 

the final matchday, 
three points ahead 
of second-placed 
Ghana, who are vy-
ing for the second 
qualification spot.

A Selecao fin-
ished third at the 

1966 World Cup and fourth 
at the 2006 competition, but 
they have not been past the 
round of 16 since the 2006 
tournament, with two of their 
last three World Cups ending 
in the first knockout round, 
while they actually failed to 
make it out of the group in 
2014.

Ahead of the tournament, 
Portugal were not considered 
to be one of the favourites, but 
they have impressed in their 
opening two matches and will 
certainly be looking to finish 
their group-stage campaign 
with a strong result against 
South Korea.

South Korea have not been 

able to use Hwang Hee-chan 
in the tournament thus far 
due to a hamstring problem, 
and the forward remains a 
major doubt for Friday’s con-
test.

Son Heung-min will again 
be a certain starter for Ben-
to’s team in this match, with 
the 30-year-old set to win 
his 107th cap for the national 
side, while Napoli’s Kim Min-
jae will line up in the middle 
of the defence.

South Korea’s coach Paulo Bento (centre) talks to players during a training session at Al Egla Training Site 5 
in Doha on Thursday. (AFP)

South Korea’s Portuguese coach Paulo Bento (centre) talks to players during a training session at Al Egla 
Training Site 5 in Doha on Thursday. (AFP)

Group H: South Korea vs Portugal (6pm) at Education City Stadium

Key Stats
 Portugal are already 
through to the knockout 
stage and can secure 
top spot with a draw 
or a win, while South 
Korea will be out if they 
fail to win. 
 Forward Cho Gue-
sung is the first player 
to score two goals in 
a World Cup match for 
South Korea. 
 Portugal have lost 
only one of their last 14 
World Cup group-stage 
matches (W8 d5). 
 South Korea are 
the only Asian country 
to have reached the 
semi-finals of the World 
Cup, when they were 
co-hosts in 2002, while 
Portugal’s best achieve-
ment was the third-
place finish in 1966.
 
Previous meetings:  
 South Korea de-
feated Portugal 1-0 in 
a group game at the 
World Cup in 2002 as 
Park Ji-sung scored for 
the Asian side, which 
was then managed by 
Guus hiddink.

South Korea 
muSt attacK 
and hope for 
lucK againSt

 We played our first two 
games with passion, and we’ll 
have to do it again tomorrow.” 
But we’ll also need some luck. 
If we have everything, we can 
perform a miracle

Paulo Bento                   
South Korea coach

Portugal’s coach 
Fernando San-
tos at a press 
conference 
at the Qatar 
National Con-
vention Center 
(QNCC) in Doha 
on Thursday. 
(AFP)

South Korea’s Portuguese 
coach Paulo Bento 
(left) and defender Kim 
Young-gwon at a press 
conference at the Qatar 
National Convention 
Center (QNCC) in Doha on 
Thursday. (AFP)

The international Nuno 
Mendes, after carrying out 
tests, was considered 
unavailable for the work of 
the national team by the 
health and performance unit 
of the FPF.
Portuguese Federation

Bento’s team must defeat Portugal in 
order to advance; if they defeat Santos’s 
team and Uruguay defeats Ghana, goal 
difference will separate the two teams

Portugal



Serbian striker Vlahovic willing to play ‘with one leg’ in Serbia’s must-win game                
dpa
Doha

Serbia and Switzerland play 
out the last chance of qualifi-
cation for the round of 16 on 
Friday. Switzerland are coming 
off the back of their late defeat 
to brazil, which in turn was 
enough to see the five-times 
champions through.

The second game also 
brought disappointment for 
Serbia, as they drew 3-3 with 
Cameroon. The eagles had 
come from a goal down to lead 
3-1, before goals in quick suc-
cession from aboubakar and 
Choupo Moting saw the game 
end all square.

To be certain of progress-
ing, Switzerland need a win 
against Serbia. They could even 
top the group on goal differ-
ence if they get it, should brazil 
lose to Cameroon. 

a draw would see the Swiss 
through in second place if bra-
zil win or draw, but if Cam-
eroon beat the South ameri-
cans then the runners-up spot 
would come down to goal dif-
ference between the african 
side and Switzerland.

Serbia, meanwhile, need to 
win to have any hope of advanc-
ing. if they do, and Cameroon 
does the same, the runners-up 
spot would be decided between 
them on goal difference. but 
if Serbia beat Switzerland and 
Cameroon fail to beat brazil, 
Serbia will go through.

Serbia coach Dragan Sto-
jkovic has vowed to get on the 
front foot and attack Switzer-
land in his side’s decisive final 
World Cup group game.

even with a victory, their 
fate will rest on the result of the 
other Group G match between 

brazil and Cameroon, but Sto-
jkovic at least wants to go down 
fighting.

“it is going to be a difficult 

match, but we need to decide 
on our destiny,” said Stojkovic. 

“Have no dilemma, we will 
do our best.

“You can’t win if you don’t 
attack. We intend to play at-
tacking football without forget-
ting to defend ourselves.

“We know that Switzerland 
are a very well-organized team 
and this is a game of patience in 
which a lot of factors can be de-
cisive, but in order to win you 
need to attack.” 

Striker aleksandar Mitro-
vic is confident Serbia can get 
the required victory.

The Fulham forward said: 
“We believe in ourselves and in 
what we do and i’m quite con-
vinced that if we play the best 
we can, that we will go through 
to the next stage.

“i feel really fit and well 
and, just like the entire team, 
can’t wait for the match.”

Juventus Dusan Vlahovic 
believes his injury woes are 
behind him ahead of Serbia’s 
must-win World Cup clash 
with Switzerland, declaring he 
would play “with one leg” if 
necessary.  

Vlahovic was an unused 
substitute as Serbia squan-
dered a 3-1 lead in Monday’s 
thrilling 3-3 draw with Cam-
eroon, having only played 
24 minutes from the bench 
in their 2-0 loss to brazil on 
matchday one after struggling 
with a groin injury.

asked about his condi-

tion at a press conference on 
Wednesday, Vlahovic said: “i 
managed to recover in 10 days 
to be available for the national 
team.

“We all talk to the coach 
every day, he knows my pos-
sibilities. if needed with one 
leg, i’m ready.  “The question is 
how much i can help the team. 
i feel much better and i’m 
ready to help us go for the win.

“We feel the support and 
you can see and feel in the air 
that the people believe in us. 
We knew that the game with 
Switzerland would be decisive 
for us, we live for it.  “against 
them, we promise to play to the 
maximum. if they are better, 
let them beat us, if not, we will 
win.” 

Switzerland edged out 
Serbia by two points to qual-
ify from Group e at the 2018 
World Cup, claiming a 2-1 vic-
tory from a highly charged 

head-to-head meeting between 
the teams.   

in the aftermath of that 
game, Switzerland goalscor-
ers Granit Xhaka and Xherdan 
Shaqiri - both of whom are of 
albanian-Kosovan descent - 
were charged by FiFa after 
appearing to celebrate their 
strikes by performing an alba-
nian nationalist gesture.

Those celebrations led to 
Serbia - which does not recog-
nise Kosovo’s independence - 
lodging a formal complaint, but 
Vlahovic was unwilling to stray 
from on-pitch matters ahead 
of the teams’ reunion. “We are 
not interested in provocations, 
we are here for the football sto-
ry,” Vlahovic said.

“There is nothing better 
and more beautiful than to win 
the next match. The passage to 
the knockout phase will mean 
everything to the whole nation 
and us.”

Serbia aim for win againSt 
SwiSS for round 16 Spot
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Serbia’s coach Dragan Stojkovic attends a press conference at the 
Qatar National Convention Center (QNCC) on Thursday. (aFP)

From left, Switzerland’s midfielder Xherdan Shaqiri, midfielder Djibril Sow, defender Ricardo Rodriguez, forward Noah Okafor and defender Eray Comert take part in a training session at the University of Doha training 
facilities on Thursday.(aFP)

 Bottom side Serbia sit two points behind second-
placed Switzerland and must win to have any hopes of 
progressing to the last 16 

      Serbia have never qualified for the knockout stages. 
      Switzerland are looking to reach the last 16 for the     

third time in a row and would need only a draw if Cam
eroon do not beat Brazil 

      Switzerland have never lost their final group game at 
their last four World Cups 

Previous meetings: 
      Switzerland beat Serbia in the only meeting between    

the two sides, when they met at the same stage in the 
2018 World Cup 

      aleksandar Mitrovic opened the scoring early for 
Serbia in that match, before Granit Xhaka and Xherdan 
Shaqiri scored in the second half to seal the three 
points. all three players are in their respective squads 
this year as well

Key Stats

Group G: Serbia vs Switzerland (10pm) at Stadium 974 

You can’t win if you don’t 
attack. We intend to play 
attacking football without 
forgetting to defend 
ourselves
– Dragan Stojkovic

Serbia’s midfielder Nemanja Gudelj (centre) takes part in a training  
session at the Al Arabi SC on Thursday. (aFP)



With the Round of 16 beRth  
assuRed, bRazil take it easy
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Agencies

Brazil coach Tite is 
set to follow the lead 
of France and rest key 
players for their fi-
nal World Cup group 
game against Cam-
eroon on Friday with 
their place in the last 

16 in Qatar already secure.
The World Cup favourites 

meet Cameroon at the lusail 
Stadium needing just a draw 
to secure the top spot in 
Group G after starting their 
campaign with wins over 
Serbia and Switzerland.

Even a defeat would 
not stop them topping the 
section so long as the Swiss 
fail to win at the same time 
against Serbia, but France 

have already shown that 
changing most of your start-
ing line-up does not necessar-
ily work out.

The holders made nine 
changes for their final group 
game against Tunisia on 
Wednesday and put in a dis-
jointed performance in a 1-0 
defeat.

“i can only measure the 
players based on what they 
do on the field. it is a risk, 

yes, but it is an oppor-
tunity for them to show 
their quality,” Tite said.

Brazil will still be 
without Neymar and 
right-back Danilo, who 
both suffered ankle in-
juries against Serbia, 
while left-back alex 
Sandro is ruled out too.

Tite is expected to 
rest goalkeeper alisson 
Becker, centre-back 

duo Thiago Silva and Marquin-
hos, Casemiro, lucas Paqueta, 
Vinicius Junior and richar-
lison against a Cameroon side 
who have to win to stand a 
chance of progressing.

among the players set to 
come into the side are Man-
chester City goalkeeper 

Ederson, liverpool midfielder 
Fabinho, and veteran right-
back Dani alves.

The decision to include the 
39-year-old alves, who made 
his international debut in 
2006, in the squad was criti-
cised in some quarters in Bra-
zil.

alves, who missed the 2018 
tournament due to injury, end-
ed a second spell at Barcelona 
at the end of last season and 
is now playing club football in 
Mexico.

“i have been playing for 
Brazil for many years and it 
gives me great satisfaction to 
be able to close out this cycle 
by playing at a World Cup,” 
said alves, who could be joined 
in Tite’s line-up by the likes of 
antony and Gabriel Martinelli, 
who are aged 22 and 21 respec-
tively.

“age doesn’t matter in 
football. Whether you are the 
youngest or oldest, all that mat-
ters is if you are good enough.”

Brazil have lost just once 
in the first round of the World 
Cup since 1966, and that defeat 
in 1998 to Norway came after 
they had already sewn up the 
top spot in the group.

if they top the group, they 
will play their last-16 tie on 
Monday against the runners-
up in Group H.

Group G: 
Cameroon vs 

Brazil (10 pm) at 
Lusail Stadium 

Brazil enter the contest having already qualified for the knock-
out stage with wins over Serbia and Switzerland.
After a loss to the Swiss and a draw with Serbia, Cameroon 

need a win over Brazil to have any chance of advancing to the last 
16.
Cameroon have not qualified for the knockout phase since 

their quarter-final appearance in 1990 and are without a win at the 
finals since 2002, after missing out in 2018 and losing all of their 
group stage games in 2010 and 2014.
Brazil will once again be without forward Neymar and right back 

Danilo, both ruled out of the group stage by ankle injuries.
Brazil, unbeaten in qualifying for Qatar, have won the World 

Cup five times and are favourites to win a record-extending sixth 
title. 
Brazil have played in every World Cup since 1930 but have not 

reached the final since they last won the title in 2002.

Previous meetings:
  The two sides have met six times, including twice at World 

Cups, with Brazil winning five. Cameroon’s lone victory came at the 
FIFA Confederations Cup in 2003.

Key Stats

do or die for 
cameroon

Agencies

riGoBErT Song leads 
Cameroon into its do-or-
die World Cup clash with 
Brazil on Friday and the 
game in Doha brings back 
memories for the indomi-
table lions coach of one of 
his first experiences at the 
tournament.

Song is now 46 but he 
was still just 17 when he 
played against Brazil with 
Cameroon at the 1994 
World Cup in the United 
States and was sent off in a 
3-0 defeat.

“You are taking me 
back. These are memo-
ries, and it was every kid’s 
dream to play against Bra-
zil,” Song said when asked 
about that red card at a 
press conference on Thurs-
day.

“i was 17, it was in the 
United States and i found 
myself starting in that 
game against one of the 
best teams in the world 
when i had come straight 
out of the Cameroonian 
league.

“i did what i could do 
and maybe i didn’t know 
there were rules to be re-
spected. The red card 
helped me mature as a 
player.”

Song went on to play in 
four World Cups as a player 
during a remarkable career 
which saw him turn out at 
club level for the likes of 
liverpool and Galatasaray.

He then went to the 
2014 World Cup as team 
manager of a Cameroon 
side who played Brazil in 
their last group game and 
lost 4-1.

Now at his sixth World 
Cup, Song knows Cam-
eroon have to win Friday’s 
match at the lusail Stadi-
um and hope Switzerland 
do not beat Serbia in the 
other Group G game at the 
same time if they are to ad-
vance to the last 16.

Rigobert Song

DPA
DohA 

NEYMar will not be fit to play in Brazil’s 
final World Cup group game against Came-
roon on Friday which Danilo and alex San-
dro will also miss, according to team doctor 
rodrigo lasmar.

Star forward Neymar and Danilo suf-
fered ankle injuries in the opening 2-0 win 
against Serbia and already missed Mon-
day’s 1-0 victory against Switzerland with 
which the Selecao qualified for the last 16.

lasmar said that Neymar was not only 
receiving treatment on his right ankle 
but had also developed a fever on Mon-
day which was now under control. Sandro 
meanwhile was substituted late in the Swit-
zerland game with a muscle injury.

lasmar did not say when the three 
would be fit to play again.

Brazil’s last-16 match will take place 
next week Monday or Tuesday (December 
5 or 6), depending on whether they win the 
group or finish second.

Neymar to miss 
cameroon game

 I can 
only measure 
the players 
based on what 
they do on the 
field. It is a risk, 
yes, but it is an 
opportunity for 
them to show 
their quality.

Brazil coach 
Tite

(From L) Brazil midfielder Everton Ribeiro 
and forwards Raphinha and Richarlison take 
part in a training session at the Al Arabi SC 
Stadium in Doha on Thursday. (AFP)
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  Group H  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Portugal 2 2 0 0 5 2 3 6
Ghana 2 1 0 1 5 5 0 3
South Korea 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1
Uruguay 2 0 1 1 0 2 -2 1

  Group G  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Brazil 2 2 0 0 3 0 3 6
Switzerland 2 1 0 1 1 1 0 3
Cameroon 2 0 1 1 3 4 -1 1
Serbia 2 0 1 1 3 5 -2 1

 Group a  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Netherlands 3 2 1 0 5 1 4 7
Senegal 3 2 0 1 5 4 1 6
Ecuador 3 1 1 1 4 3 1 4
Qatar 3 0 0 3 1 5 -6 0

 Group b  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
England 3 2 1 0 9 2 7 7
USA 3 1 2 0 2 1 1 5
Iran 3 1 0 2 4 7 -3 3
Wales 3 1 0 2 1 6 -5 1

 Group c  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Argentina  3 2 0 1 5 2 3 6
Poland 3 1 1 1 2 2 0 4
Mexico 3 1 1 1 2 3 -1 4
Saudi Arabia 3 1 0 2 3 5 -2 3

 Group e  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Japan 3 2 0 1 4 3 1 6
Spain 3 1 1 1 9 3 6 4
Germany 3 1 6 1 6 5 1 4
Costa Rica 3 1 0 2 3 11 -8 3

 Group d  p  W  d   L GF  Ga   Gd  pts
France 3 2 0 1 6 3 3 6
Australia 3 2 0 1 3 4 -1 6
Tunisia 3 1 1 1 1 1 0 4
Denmark 3 0 1 2 1 3 -2 1

  Group F  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Morocco 3 2 1 0 4 1 3 7
Croatia 3 1 2 0 4 1 3 5
Belgium 3 1 1 1 1 2 -1 4
Canada 3 0 0 3 2 7 -5 0

Group staGe standinGs

A dAy of 
swinging 
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