
thursday, december 1, 2022

Supplement 
Sponsored by

DPA & Agencies
Doha/LusaiL

LioneL Messi failed to con-
vert a penalty in a landmark 
game for him but it didn’t 
matter as Argentina went on 
to beat Poland 2-0 and ad-
vance into the last 16 
of the World Cup 
along with them 
from Group 
C amid 
plenty of 
drama on 
Wednes-
day.

P o -
land goal-
k e e p e r 
W o j c i e c h 
S z c z e s n y 
saved a spot 
kick for the 
second time after 
similar heroics in the 
previous game against Sau-
di Arabia when he saved in 
the 39th minute from Messi 
who had moved one ahead of 
Diego Maradona with a 22nd 
World Cup match for Argen-
tina.

it was the biggest of sev-
eral big saves from Szczesny 
in the first half before Alexis 
Mac Allister finally beat him 
less than a minute into the 
second half, and Julian Alva-
rez smashed the second in the

67th to see Argentina 
through.

The victory put Argen-
tina top of Group C as 

t h e y rebounded from an 
opening shock defeat against 
Saudi Arabia and now face 
Australia in the last 16 on 
Saturday, avoiding a meeting 
with France who beat them at 
that stage in 2018 en route to 
the title.

instead, it will be Poland 
to face France on Sunday as 
they edged Mexico by one 
goal with both tied on four 
points as Mexico’s 2-1 against 
Saudi Arabia was not enough.

Henry Martin in the 47th 
and Luis Chavez with a sen-

sational free-kick five 
minutes later had 

Mexico within 
one goal of 

l e a p f r o g -
ging Po-
land but 
Salem Al-
D a w s a -
ri’s injury 
time goal 
b r o k e 

M e x i c a n 
hearts.

P o l a n d 
had to wait for 

Mexico’s game 
against Saudi Arabia to 

finish before they could cel-
ebrate their progression. For 
much of the evening it was 
the Fair Play rules that were 
putting them into the last 16 
but Saudi Arabia’s late goal 
gave them a superiod goal dif-

ference.
Argentina 

will have the 
Aussies in 
the round 
of 16 after 

topping this 
group, with 
Poland facing 
a tough task 

against defending champi-
ons France. Feels harsh for 
the Socceroos after their 
dream progression, but 
they will probably relish the 
glamour tie.

A largely pro-Argentina 
crowd, waving flags and 
scarfs and beating drums 
behind both goals, had 
been sweeping Messi and 

his team along at the 
44,000-seat Stadium 

974 and they didn’t stop after 
the penalty. Within seconds, 
a chant of “MeSSi! MeSSi!” 
immediately reverberated 
around the venue in a bid to 
keep their idol’s head high.

And the roars were even 
louder at the start of the sec-
ond half, first after Mac Al-
lister’s goal — a scruffy finish 
from nahuel Molina’s cut-
back from the right — in the 
first minute and again after 
it became clear Mexico had 
taken the lead against Saudi 

Arabia.
Messi never stopped surg-

ing forward and he was a 
menace all game to Poland 
with his dribbling ability and 
vision.

He wasn’t involved in ei-
ther goal, though. For the 
second, enzo Fernandez 
scooped a pass to Alvarez — 
selected ahead of Lautaro 
Martinez — and he took one 
touch before curling his shot 
into the top corner in the 67th 
minute.

“We went out there think-
ing we had to win,” said Messi. 

“The game against Australia 
will be difficult -- anyone can 
beat anyone. it’s very even, we 
have to prepare for the game 
in the best way, as always.” 
“i’m angry at missing 
that penalty but the team 
came out stronger af-
ter my mistake,” he said. 
“We knew that once the first 
goal went in it would change 
the game.”

The final whistle blew 
with Poland players still un-
sure if they were advanc-
ing, given the Mexico-Saudi 
Arabia game was ongoing. A 

stoppage-time goal 
by the Saudis made 
it even harder for 
Mexico, sparking 
loud cheers by Po-
land’s team and the 
squirting of water 
from their bottles 
in the middle of the 
field.

Leo 
Messi 

fires blank 
but it didn’t 

matter

Next RouNd
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Poland Argentina

0 2
Alexis Mac Allister 46’,  
Julian Alvarez 67’

Argentina’s 
midfielder #20 
Alexis Mac Allister 

celebrates after 
he scored his 

team’s 
first goal. 

(aFP)

22 Wc games: messi 
dethrones maradona

DPA
Doha 

LioneL Messi has erased 
Diego Maradona’s record 
World Cup appearances 
for Argentina with a 22nd 
match at the global tourna-
ment on Wednesday.

Messi reached the land-
mark in the Group C game 
against Poland in Doha 

where Argentina had to 
a v o i d 

defeat in order not to be 
eliminated.

Maradona, who died 
two years ago, had played 21 
World Cup games for Argen-
tina and led them to the 1986 
title.

Messi, 35, is playing in 
his fifth World Cup and is yet 
to lift the trophy, having lost 
the 2014 final to Germany. 

He has said the tournament 
in Qatar will be his last 

World Cup.

Poland’s forward #09 Robert Lewandowski (L) and Argentina’s 
forward #10 Lionel Messi greet each other at the end of the match 
in Lusail Stadium on Wednesday. (aFP) 

Messi’s 
Argentina are 
through. They 
beat  Poland 2-0, 
but they, too, are 
through, thanks 
to Mexico’s 2-1 
victory over 
Saudi Arabia

Julian Alvarez (L) celebrates after he 
scored Argentina’s second goal.
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Just as a Polish fan put it apt-
ly, “It was stressful!”

Poland went down to Ar-
gentina 0-2 at stadium 974 on 
Wednesday but they still joined 
them in the knockout stages 
thanks to their superior goal 
difference over Mexico, who 
also finished on four points.

Mexico beat saudi Arabia 
at the Lusail stadium 2-1 but 
the result saw both the sides 
bow out of FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 with Mexico and 
Poland tied on 4 points with a 
win, draw and a loss each. Both 
teams had scored two goals 
each in Group C stage but Mex-
ico conceded 3 goals against 
Poland’s 2 - thereby giving Po-
land the ticket to progress into 
the knockouts.

Poland have made it to the 
World Cup knockout rounds 
since 1986.

Earlier, Poland were up 
in arms when Argentina were 
awarded a controversial pen-
alty after a VAR check for a foul 
on Messi when szczesny’s glove 
brushed his face as the Paris st 
Germain forward rose up for a 
header at the far post.

But szczesny was up to the 
task and despite the thousands 
of Argentina fans raising the 
decibel levels inside the arena, he 
kept his composure and guessed 
correctly, diving to his left and 
using one hand to swat aside 
Messi’s effort from the spot.

szczesny had been kept 

busy the entire half with the 
Poland defence breached time 
and again but the Juventus 
keeper stood firm to deny the 
Argentines who grew more 
confident with every attack.

He first denied Alvarez 
when the Manchester City for-
ward broke through the offside 
trap before he tipped Angel Di 
Maria’s cross over the bar when 
his Juve team mate attempted 
to score directly from a corner 
kick.

But he could do nothing but 
scramble when Mac Allister 
took his shot even before Po-
land could settle down after the 
restart while Alvarez’s shot for 
the second goal was too good 
for any keeper.

BBC adds: It was symbolic 
of this lacklustre Poland per-
formance that their greatest 
show of passion all night came 
after the game had finished 
when they punched the air as 
news of saudi Arabia’s goal 
against Mexico that confirmed 
their place in the last 16 filtered 
down on to the pitch.

Poland’s players revelled in 
the good tidings as they waved 
red and white flags on the pitch, 
barely able to believe they were 
through to face France.

they can consider them-
selves fortunate to be there after 
this poor performance in which 
they never troubled Argentina 
and the great striker Robert Le-
wandowski did not receive any 
service worthy of the name.

One exception to the me-
diocre fare from the rest of his 
colleagues was former Arsenal 
goalkeeper szczesny, who was 
magnificent throughout.

Poland are through and 
enjoyed their celebration but 
they will have to step up several 
levels to trouble France.
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Saudi arabia’S goal confirmS 
Poland’S Place in laSt 16!

Poland’s players react on the pitch after their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group C match against Argentina at Stadium 974 in on Wednesday. (aFP)

THE SAUDI GOAL THAT DID POLAND A FAVOUR: Saudi Arabia’s midfielder Salem Al Dawsari (R) scores past 
Mexico’s goalkeeper Guillermo Ochoa during their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group C match at the Lusail 
Stadium on Wednesday. (aFP)

Saudi Arabia players at the end of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group C match against Mexico at the 
Lusail Stadium on Wednesday. (aFP)

Mexico end Saudi 
Arabia’s campaign

AFC
Doha

sAuDI Arabia’s FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 campaign was 
brought to an end at the Lusail 
stadium after a 2-1 defeat to  
Mexico in their final Group C 
match on Wednesday.

With both teams need-
ing a win to guarantee they 
remained in the mix for pro-
gression to the round of 16, a 
depleted and injury-stricken 
saudi Arabia lost footing under 
constant attacks from Mexico 
which eventually were convert-
ed into goals. 

there was, however, heart-
break for Mexico as they missed 
out on a place in the knockout 
stage with Poland - despite suf-
fering a 2-0 defeat to Argentina 
- finished second on goal differ-
ence to advance.

the first instance of an attack 
saw Mohammed Al Owais mag-
nificently react and come out of 
his goal to deal with the threat 
posed by Alexis Vega, going 
down to meet a low ball lathered 
at him to keep the score equal.

With just over 12 minutes 
on the clock, saud Abdulha-
mid - deployed in the centre of 
midfield rather than full-back - 
dribbled his way through Mexi-
can lines before being brought 
down just outside the area, 
with Mohammed Kanno taking 
the consequent free-kick but 
narrowly missing the target. 

Al Owais was once again 
called into action midway 

through the first half when 
from the right flank, the ball 
was crossed low into the path 
of Orbelin Pineda who in turn 
took a swiveling shot towards 
the saudi goal but the Al Hilal 
keeper’s quick reflexes saved it.

three minutes after the 
second half kicked off, Cesar 
Montes sent a ball into the area 
and after a very brief scramble 
inside the saudi six-yard box, 
Henry Martin tapped in from 
close range while Al Owais was 
on the ground. 

Just four minutes later, 
Mexico doubled the lead when 
Hassan tambakti conceded 
a foul around 35 yards away 
from the goal, with Luis Chavez 
(pictured below) sending a 
rocket of a ball which nested in 
Al Owais’ top corner. 

At the 70 minute mark, 
Mexico missed two chances in 
quick succession when  Martin 
and Chavez each had opportu-
nities squandered.

Deep into stoppage time, 
salem Al Dawsari equalled 
sami Al Jaber’s record of three 
FIFA World Cup goals for sau-
di Arabia, when he was teed up 
inside the area by substitute 
Hattan Bahabri to slot past 
Guillermo Ochoa, in that con-
signing Mexico to elimination.

the result saw saudi Arabia 
finish their campaign bottom of 
Group C on three points, hav-
ing started their adventure with 
a memorable 2-1 win against 
Argentina that was followed by 
a 2-0 loss against Poland.

 
It was not a match for a 
striker but I knew it would be 
like this. For me, for the 
Poland team, given the 
possibilities we have, it was 
a success. No one will 
remember what this match 
was like – we will just be 
getting ready for France.
Poland’s Robert Lewandowski 

despite a low-key  
performance, Poland’s 
greatest show of passion  
all night came after the 
game had finished and 
when they punched the air 
as news of saudi arabia’s 
goal against mexico – that 
confirmed their place in the 
last 16 – filtered down on  
to the pitch

Saudi Arabia Mexico

1 2
Salem Al Dawsari 90+5’; Henry Martin 47’, Luis Chavez 52’

SCORELINE



Viewpoint
France coach Didier 
Deschamps made nine 
changes to his side with 
Kylian Mbappe among 
the players rested, but 
Khazri dismissed 
suggestions that the 
holders had not taken 
Tunisia seriously. 
“They still had top-class 
players out there but we were 
superb and I think the result is 
down to us,” he said.

It was  
Tunisia’s first 

ever World Cup win 
against European  
opposition and it 

left them with  
4 points

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

France did a favour 
to Tunisia in a way 
by failing to equal-
ize, but the Den-
mark didn’t as they 

went down 0-1 to Australia 
and thus breaking Tunisian 
hearts at the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 on Wednes-
day.

Tunisia pulled off a stun-
ning victory over World 
Cup holders France, but in 
the end it was not enough 
for them to qualify for the 
knockout stage.

Tunisia would have been 
through had Australia drawn 
while shot-shy Denmark also 
went out.

At the Education City 
Stadium, Tunisia thought 
they had an early lead when 
Nader Ghandri, one of six 
new faces in the team, su-
perbly flicked in a free-kick 
but he was rightly given off-
side.

The North Africans kept 
on pushing and Khazri test-
ed Steve Mandanda from 
distance.

Kingsley Coman had a 
rare France opportunity as 
the French second-string 
largely failed their audition 
for a spot in the team for the 
last 16.

Tunisia captain Khazri 
then netted his deserved 
goal when he stormed into 
the box and poked the ball 
beyond Mandanda, getting 
injured in the process and 
being substituted.

Didier Deschamps even 
threw on Kylian Mbappe 
and Antoine Griezmann with 
France’s top spot possibly 
at stake, but neither Tuni-
sia nor Australia threatened 
more goals.

Griezmann did have the 
ball in the net deep into stop-
page time but it was ruled 
out after a lengthy video re-
view for offside.

“We improved in the 
last few minutes, we played 

much better,” Des-
champs said, adding 
that they had aimed 
to make it three wins 
from three despite the 
changes.

“We had constant prob-
lems but you can’t achieve 
all your objectives all of the 
time.” 

Wahbi Khazri’s second-
half strike sent the hordes 
of Tunisia fans into raptures 
and at that moment it was 
the Carthage Eagles who 
were going through to the 
last 16.

But just two minutes lat-
er on the other side of town 
Mathew Leckie gave Austral-
ia the lead against Demark 
at Al Janoub Stadium, lifting 
the Socceroos above Tunisia 
into second place in Group 
D and sending them through 
instead.

Antoine Griezmann 
looked to have denied Tuni-
sia their historic, if futile, vic-
tory when he struck a volley 
in the 98th minute but after 
a lengthy VAR review the 
goal was ruled out, meaning 
Jalel Kadri’s side bowed out 
of the tournament on a high.

With France already se-
cured of their place in the 
knockout phase and practi-
cally assured of top spot in the 
group after dominant wins 
over Australia and Denmark, 
coach Didier Deschamps 
opted to keep his first-choice 
players fit for the next game 
and give a chance to fringe 
players, making nine changes 
to his starting XI.

The new-look team did 
not immediately gel and it 
was Tunisia who took the 
game by the scruff of the 
neck. Nader Ghandri had the 
ball in the net early on when 
he connected with a Khazri 
free-kick but he was offside. 
Khazri then tested France’s 
stand-in goalkeeper Steve 
Mandanda with a swerving 
strike from distance.

It was no great surprise 
when Khazri did open the 
scoring for Tunisia although 
the goal forced Deschamps 
to call on the cavalry. Ky-
lian Mbappe, Griezmann 
and Ousmane Dembele were 
among the players brought 
on but Tunisia stood firm, 
with the helping hand of 
VAR, which denied Griez-
mann his first goal at this 
World Cup.

It was ultimately not 
enough and for the sixth 
time they are heading home 
after the group stage, but 
this time with their heads 
held high.

Khazri secures a 
famous win over the 
world champions but 
in vain as Australia 
progress instead
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Tunisia’s forward Wahbi Khazri 
celebrates with teammates after 

scoring his team’s first goal dur-
ing the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 

Group D match against France at the 
Education City Stadium on  

Wedndesday. (aFP)

Tunisia’s forward  
Wahbi Khazri 
celebrates with 
teammates after 
scoring his team’s 
first goal during 
the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Group 
D match between 
against France 
at the Education 
City Stadium on 
Wednesday. (aFP)

Tunisia’s forward #10 Wahbi Khazri 
celebrates with teammates after 

scoring his team’s first goal during 
the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group D 

football match against France at the 
Education City Stadium in Al Rayyan 

on Wednesday. (AFP)

Tunisia France

1 0
Wahbi Khazri 58’

SCORELINE

Key moment: 
Khazri pulls 

Tunisia ahead
Khazri had looked like Tunisia’s most 

likely source of a goal and so it proved. 
The forward reacted quickest after 
France midfielder Youssouf Fofana 

was dispossessed in midfield, picking 
the ball up 30 yards from goal.

He had only one thing on his mind, 
rushing into the area before picking 
his spot in the far bottom corner and 

arrowing past Mandanda.
It was Tunisia’s first and only goal 

in the 2022 World Cup and who better 
to get it than Khazri, who had scored 
twice in their last outing in Russia in 

2018.

Key stat
This was Tunisia’s first victory over 

European opposition at the World Cup

We are disappointed to be 
going out because we 
didn’t do enough in the 
first two matches. In 
football it is better not to 
have to rely on others for 
results, but we can go out 
with our heads held high.
Tunisia captain Wahbi Khazri

but cannot hurdle group stage barrier
down France
Tunisia
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AustrAliA stunned Den-
mark 1-0 to reach the last 16 
and send their opponents 
home from the FiFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 on Wednes-
day. 

Mathew leckie got the only 
goal on the hour – and it was 
one the socceroos required 
given that anything less than 
victory would have seen them 
beaten to the runners-up spot 
in Group C by tunisia.

Denmark, who arrived at 
the tournament as many peo-
ple’s outsiders to challenge for 
the trophy, had qualified for 
the knockout phase four times 
from five previous attempts. 
Kasper Hjulmand’s team dom-
inated the opening half, but 
could not find a way past goal-
keeper Mat ryan.

Australia finish on six 
points alongside France af-
ter leckie netted an excellent 
solo goal on the hour, just two 
minutes after Denmark, who 
arrived at the tournament as 
many people’s outsiders to 
challenge for the trophy, had 
qualified for the knockout 
phase four times from five pre-
vious attempts. Kasper Hju-
lmand’s team dominated the 
opening half, but could not 
find a way past goalkeeper Mat 
ryan.

Australia are into the last 
16 for only the second time af-
ter 2006.

“i’m proud, exhausted,” 
said leckie. “We will make the 
most of it tonight but then it is 
all about recovery.” But coach 
Graham Arnold said there 
would no be party to mark 
making the knock-out rounds.

“No celebrations, no 
emotions, sleep, no social 

media,” he said.
“their effort was 

incredible, a lot of 
belief, a lot of hard 

work.” they made 
a nervous start - 

with the fans 
also strug-
gling to create 

an atmosphere - and Denmark 
had two decent chances inside 
the first 10 minutes.

Winger Jesper lindstrom 
continued to trouble the Aus-
tralian backline as the Danes, 
who switched to four at the 
back, made most of the early 
running given only a win could 
help them.

But the Euro semi-finalists 
badly needed a striker with 
an eye for goal after Martin 
Braithwaite again struggled in 
Al Wakrah.

riley McGree then went 
close for the socceroos, who 
knew a draw would be enough 
if tunisia did not beat France. 
they came out of their shell a 
little more as the game went 
on and Jackson irvine clipped 
over early in the second half.

News then filtered through 
from Doha that tunisia had 
scored and almost immediately 
leckie reacted.

Australia broke at pace 
and the former Hertha Berlin 
player twisted Joakim Mæhle 
in knots before finding the far 
corner through the defender’s 
legs.

Graham Arnold’s side then 
had a big let off when the oth-
erwise excellent Harry souttar 
was adjudged to have conceded 
a penalty by fouling Kasper 
Dolberg, only for the offside 
flag to save him.

“i am incredibly frus-
trated,” said Denmark coach 
Kasper Hjulmand.

“the team played very well 
for one and a half years, now i 
am sad and disappointed.” 

Australia are into the last 16 for 
only the second time after 2006 Australia’s 

forward Mathew 
Leckie (centre) 

celebrates scor-
ing his team’s 

goal during the 
Qatar 2022 
World Cup 

Group D football 
match against 

Denmark at 
the Al Janoub 

Stadium on 
Wednesday. 

(AFP)

I am incredibly 
frustrated. The 

team played 
very well for 

one and a half 
years, now I am 

sad and 
disappointed

Denmark coach 
Kasper 

Hjulmand

Mathew Leckie 60’

Australia Denmark

1 0

SCORELINE

Australian fans celebrate in Melbourne after Australia’s vic-
tory over Denmark. (AFP)

Denmark’s midfielder Christian Eriksen reacts after Australia won 
the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group D 

football match between against Denmark at the Al Janoub Sta-
dium on Wednesday. (AFP)

Australia’s 
defender Mi-
los Degenek 

fights for 
the ball with 

Denmark’s 
midfielder 

Jesper Lind-
strom. (AFP)

the
hero

as socceroos advance against all odds
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Brazilian football icon Pele 
is back in hospital but his 
daughter, Kely do nascimiento, 
swiftly dismissed concerns ex-
pressed in news reports by say-
ing the situation is not serious.

“lots of alarm in the media 
today concerning my dad’s 
health,” she said on instagram 
Wednesday. “He is in the hos-
pital regulating medication ... 
There is no emergency or new 
dire prediction.” 

another daughter, Flávia 
arantes do nascimento, also 
took to instagram as she said 
in a video her father had gone 
to the clinic for tests and add-
ed: “i apologise for these evil 
media that constantly creates 
facts that don’t exist and we 
don’t even know about.” 

Broadcasters ESPn Brazil 
had reported that doctors at the 
clinic in Sao Paulo were con-
cerned because the 82-year-old 
had swellings all over his body 
and that chemotherapy may no 
longer have an effect on his tu-
mours in several organs.

But doctors were later 

quoted as saying by local me-
dia that “the patient was taken 
to a regular hospital room after 
the medical examinations, with 
admission to an intensive care 
unit not necessary.” 

They added that Pele “had 
full control over his vital func-
tions and is in a stable clinical 
condition.” 

Pele had a tumour removed 
from his colon last year after it 
was discovered during a rou-
tine examination. He returned 
to hospital several times since 
then for treatment.

He also underwent sev-
eral hip operations in previous 
years and also had knee and 
spine problems.

Pele is the only footballer to 
win the World Cup three times, 
in 1958, 1962 and 1970, and 
remains the country’s leading 
scorer with 77 goals in 92 caps.

How much prize money do teams get at FIFA World Cup 2022

Pele back in hospital 
but daughters insist  

‘no emergency’

unlike many other mega sporting 
extravaganzas, football is the 
only exception which doesn’t talk 

about its mega prize-money. The global 
impact of the beautiful game is such 
that winning the trophy itself is the big-
gest prize for all nations. But the prize-
money is huge too. so for the team 
winning the FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
will also come with a massive payout. 
Defending champion France took home 
$38 million in 2018, while Germany 
claimed a $35 million first-place prize 
in 2014.

Here’s a breakdown of the 2022 World 
Cup payouts.
What is the 2022 FIFA World Cup 
purse?
The FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 will 
award a whopping $440 million in 
prize money, according to FiFA. That’s 
up $40 million from the $400 million 
purse at the 2018 tournament.

Do all teams in the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup make money?
Yes, simply competing in the World 
Cup comes with a guarantee of at 
least $9 million in prize money. That’s 
on top of the $1.5 million each team 
received ahead of the tournament to 
cover preparation costs.

Teams that don’t advance beyond the 
group stage will receive $9 million 
each in prize money, with the payouts 
increasing for teams eliminated in 
each subsequent knockout round.

Breakdown of payouts leading up to 
the final:
Group stage: $9 million per team

Round of 16: $13 million per team
Quarter-finals: $17 million per team
Fourth place: $25 million

Third place: $27 million

How much money will the 2022 FIFA 

World Cup winner, runner-up make?
The FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Final 
makes up $72 million of the $440 
million purse. The champion team of 
the tournament will bank $42 million 
in winnings.
There’s a $12 million difference 
between first and second place in this 
year’s World Cup, with the runner-up 
making $30 million.

How much money will players make in 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup?
each respective national team decides 
what percentage of the winnings goes 
to the players. For example, Germany 
said it would award around $400,000 
to each player if the nation won the 
2018 World Cup, with smaller bonuses 
for just making the semifinals or quar-
terfinals. spain, meanwhile, promised 
a payday of around $930,000 to its 
players if it won the 2018 tournament.
The prize money is on top of the sala-
ries players receive from their national 
team. France star kylian Mbappe 
reportedly earned around $22,300 
per match in the 2018 World Cup. 
That was in addition to the roughly 
$350,000 bonus he got for winning 
the tournament. Mbappe then donated 
all of his World Cup winnings to the 
charity Premiers de Cordée, which 
offers free sports activities to disabled 
and hospitalized children in France.
In addition to the prize-money listed 
above, each national team received 
$1.5m from FIFA before the tournament 
to cover “preparation costs”.
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The World Cup is a solid gold trophy that is awarded to the winners of the FIFA World Cup association football tournament. 
Since the advent of the World Cup in 1930, two trophies have been used: the Jules Rimet Trophy from 1930 to 1970, and the 
FIFA World Cup Trophy from 1974 to the present day.

The champion 
Team of fifa 
World cup  
QaTar 2022 Will 
geT $42 million 
in Winnings of 
The ToTal $440 
million purse.

beIN SPORTS’ MENA grabs eyeballs
reCorDs are tumbling at bein Me-

DiA GrouP (“bein”) after the official 
Broadcaster of the FiFA World Cup 

Qatar 2022 released initial numbers showing 
more than a billion cumulative views of the 
opening ceremony and first round of group 
stage matches on its flagship channel bein 
sPorTs across the Middle east and north Af-
rica (MenA). This figure amounts to a 113% 
increase over the same 16-match period 
when compared to the Qatar-based network’s 
broadcast of the FiFA World Cup russia 
2018. As the exclusive broadcast rights 
holder of the FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
across 24 countries in MenA, bein sPorTs 
is playing a central role in showcasing the 
historic tournament across the region. offer-
ing audiences premium broadcast, analysis, 
and commentary of each game across seven 
channels, bein sPorTs’ first set of viewing 
figures for the month-long tournament under-
lines the unprecedented appetite of football 
fans in the region for this historic first stag-
ing in the Arab World.
Mohammad Al subaie, Ceo of bein – MenA, 
said: “We are not surprised that the first 
World Cup in the Middle east is shattering 
regional viewership records with more than 
one billion cumulative views of the opening 
ceremony and first 16 matches. Football 
fans across the Arab World are some of the 
most passionate in the world, and we are 
delighted to be screening the tournament 
across the region as we continue to inspire, 
educate, and entertain as the tournament’s 
official Broadcaster in MenA.”
According to iPsos data, the official opening 
Ceremony of the FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
was watched by 111.7 million adults across 
MenA. equating to 31 per cent of the total 
adult population across the 24-country cover-
age area, the numbers represent a near six-fold 
increase from the 2018 tournament in russia.

Eight Groups, 16 Games, 900+ mn viewers
The cumulative total of viewers that tuned in 
to watch the first 16 group stage matches 
exceeded 900 million, with 99.2 million 
viewers watching the opening match between 
Qatar and ecuador – an increase of 86 per 
cent compared to the opening match in rus-
sia, and only marginally lower than the 2018 
tournament’s semi-final between england and 
Croatia, which recorded 99.4 million viewers. 
in the other match in Group A, 44.6 million 
watched the netherlands beat senegal. 
in Group B, iran – another MenA representa-
tive and one of five competing in Qatar this 
month – started their campaign with an 
opening defeat to england that was watched 
by more than 80.7 million viewers, including 
60 per cent of iran’s adult population. Mean-
while, in the other match, Wales’s return 
to the World Cup limelight for the first time 
since 1966 was watched by 26.5 million on 
bein sPorTs as they played out a 1-1 draw 
with the united states.
saudi Arabia featured in the second most-
watched game of the tournament so far, with 
a total of 99.3 million viewers tuning in for 
their incredible 2-1 comeback win against 

Argentina. Almost 18 million adults in the 
kingdom – equating to 71 per cent of the 
country’s total adult population – watched 
The Green Falcons’ most famous World Cup 
win to date. Meanwhile, 30.7 million people 
watched Group C rivals Poland and Mexico 
tie 0-0.  
in Group D, Tunisia attracted a regional audi-
ence of 63.4 million – including 75 per cent 
of Tunisia’s adult population – to watch their 
stalemate with Denmark, before 71.9 million 
tuned in to see reigning world champions 
France start their title defence with a 4-1 win 
over Australia.
in Group e, Japan’s shock 2-1 victory over 
four-time World Cup winners Germany was 
watched by more than 82.2 million people 
across the MenA region, before 52.4 million 
continued to watch spain’s 7-0 demolition of 
Costa rica. 
in Group F, some 57.2 million fans watched 
Morocco open their campaign with a stale-
mate against 2018 finalists Croatia, while 
26.7 million watched Canada’s long-awaited 
return to world football’s grandest arena end 
in a 1-0 defeat to Belgium.
The third most-watched game came in Group 
G, as five-time World Cup champions Brazil 

successfully got their campaign underway 
with a 2-0 win over serbia with 95.6 million 
viewers watching. some 11.1 million had 
earlier seen the group’s other match, a nar-
row 1-0 win for switzerland over Cameroon.
And, lastly, in Group H, a total of 64.9 million 
watched Cristiano ronaldo make history by 
becoming the first player to score at five FiFA 
World Cups as Portugal beat Ghana 3-2, 
while 8.1 million had tuned in earlier in the 
day to watch uruguay play out a 0-0 draw 
with south korea.

Surging Social Media
While fans in the MenA region tuned into live 
broadcasts on bein sPorTs more than a bil-
lion times, the data related to the company’s 
social channels during the first eight days is 
even more impressive. Between november 
20 and 27, the published content across the 
eight days generated an enormous 1.7 billion 
impressions – more than seven times the 
235 million generated across the entire FiFA 
World Cup russia 2018. The broadcaster’s 
video posts in particular were viewed more 
than 330 million times, almost triple the 
number of views generated across the length 
of the 2018 tournament (121m).

● More than 111 million viewers tuned in for the glittering opening ceremony, while 
cumulative of more than 900 million watch Qatar 2022 16 group stage games

● Qatar v Ecuador, Saudi v Argentina, and Brazil v Serbia draw the three biggest 
audiences as regional viewership of beIN SPORTS, Official Broadcaster in 24 
countries, sets new record

● beIN SPORTS’ social media platforms grow exponentially as data shows seven 
times more impressions in first 8 days than across FIFA World Cup Russia 2018 

In this file photo taken on June 16, 2016, Brazilian retired footballer 
Edson Arantes do Nascimento, know as Pele, waves after being deco-
rated with an Olympic Order Medal at the Pele Museum in Santos, Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. (AFP)

pele is the only footballer 
to win the World cup three 
times, in 1958, 1962 and 
1970, and remains the 
country’s leading scorer 
with 77 goals in 92 caps.
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  Group h  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Portugal 2 2 0 0 5 2 3 6
Ghana 2 1 0 1 5 5 0 3
South Korea 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1
Uruguay 2 0 1 1 0 2 -2 1

  Group G  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Brazil 2 2 0 0 3 0 3 6
Switzerland 2 1 0 1 1 1 0 3
Cameroon 2 0 1 1 3 4 -1 1
Serbia 2 0 1 1 3 5 -2 1

 Group a  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Netherlands 3 2 1 0 5 1 4 7
Senegal 3 2 0 1 5 4 1 6
Ecuador 3 1 1 1 4 3 1 4
Qatar 3 0 0 3 1 5 -6 0

 Group b  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
England 3 2 1 0 9 2 7 7
USA 3 1 2 0 2 1 1 5
Iran 3 1 0 2 4 7 -3 3
Wales 3 1 0 2 1 6 -5 1

 Group c  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Argentina  3 2 0 1 5 2 3 6
Poland 3 1 1 1 2 2 0 4
Mexico 3 1 1 1 2 3 -1 4
Saudi Arabia 3 1 0 2 3 5 -2 3

 Group e  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Spain 2 1 1 0 8 1 7 4
Japan 2 1 0 1 2 2 0 3
Costa Rica 2 1 0 1 1 7 -6 3
Germany 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1

 Group d  p  W  d   L GF  Ga   Gd  pts
France 3 2 0 1 6 3 3 6
Australia 3 2 0 1 3 4 -1 6
Tunisia 3 1 1 1 1 1 0 4
Denmark 3 0 1 2 1 3 -2 1

  Group F  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Croatia 2 1 1 0 4 1 3 4
Morocco 2 1 1 0 2 0 2 4
Belgium 2 1 0 1 1 2 -1 3
Canada 2 0 0 2 1 5 -4 0

Group staGe standinGs

Day 11:  
a mixeD 

bag of 
emotions



PAGE 7 | SPortS Thursday, december 1, 2022

a bittersweet 
day for fans
Victories proved not enough on Wednesday as two 
winners — Mexico and Tunisia — missed out on 
reaching the Qatar 2022 Round of 16. Australia 
finished as Group D runners up behind France after 
beating Denmark. Australia’s win meant Tunisia’s 
victory over France was all for nothing. In Group C, 
Argentina beat Poland 2-0 but both teams made it to 
the next round, thanks to Mexico’s 2-1 win over Saudi 
Arabia. What a bittersweet day for football fans!



‘An African team winning FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 not impossible’

IKOLI VICTOR
Doha

InfluentIal representa-
tives of african football have 
expressed confidence that 
african teams winning the 
fIfa World Cup Qatar 2022 
is something that can be ac-
complished.

as the contours of the list 
of teams advancing to the 
round of 16 are beginning 
to emerge, african football 
stakeholders, including Con-
federation of african football 
(Caf) President Patrice Mot-
sepe and aIPS africa Presi-
dent Mitchel Obi, are opti-
mistic that african teams are 
capable of making history in 
this edition of the premier 
football tournament.

Senegal have become the 
first african team to reach the 
World Cup’s knockout stages, 
and the continent’s four other 
representatives remain hope-
ful of joining the teranga li-
ons in Qatar.

On the sidelines of foot-
ball on the Global Stage: What 
about africa?, Mitchel Obi 
described the participation of 
african teams as giving “great 
optimism” as the tourna-
ment’s group stages conclude 
on friday, with the possibility 
of all african teams advancing 
to the knockout stage.

“We are confident that 
the africans, at the very least, 
will not be intimidated by the 
sense of the past. the Caf 
president has gone around 
to see the teams, telling them 
that winning the World Cup 
is a mission that they can ac-
complish, and some of us 
share that sentiment, knowing 
that the World Cup in Qatar is 
very open,” Obi said.

Obi’s assertion about the 
chances of supposedly lesser 
teams in this edition is evi-
dent in the number of upsets 
recorded and how closely con-
tested matches against estab-
lished teams have been.

“I’ve looked at all the 
teams in Qatar, and there are 

no gaps; it’s as unpredictable 
as they come, and any team 
that’s prepared for the day can 
get to where it wants to be,” he 
said.

Morocco’s 2-0 win over 
Belgium on Sunday puts them 
in first place in Group f, with 
four points from two games. a 
draw against Canada in their 
final match on thursday will 
be enough to get them into 
the knockout stages for the 
second time. the Indomitable 
lions appeared to be crashing 
out early in their second group 
game, losing Serbia 3-1, but a 
Vincent aboubakar-inspired 
comeback saw africa’s most 
consistent side in the World 

Cup draw 3-3 and live to fight 
another day. Cameroon need a 
win against one of the world’s 
heavyweights five-time World 
Cup winners Brazil  in their fi-
nal game on friday.

Obi went on to say that af-
rican teams can advance all the 
way to the quarterfinal stage 
of the competition, which will 
be a benchmark for the conti-
nent. “looking at Senegal and 
how deliberate they were and 
how comfortable and confi-
dent they showed, especially 
in the way they won their last 
two games, that’s a measure 
of how players within african 
teams are ready to measure. 
In the knockout stage, any-

thing is possible and nothing 
is impossible.”

Obi went on to say that if 
the united States hopes to go 
far, africa, which started the 
game before america, should 
be on the same wavelength in 
terms of mission. 

“there’s virtually noth-
ing spectacular,” he said of 
europe. “look at how Mo-
rocco methodically took out 
Belgium, third place finish-

ers in the last world cup and 
fIfa’s current second highest 
ranked team. It indicates that 
the game has progressed and 
that anything can happen on a 
good day.”

after two rounds of group 
stage matches, all five teams 
from the continent have a 
chance to qualify which is a 
notable record for the teams. 
“the good news is that we 
have an african record in that 

all five teams have a chance to 
advance to the second round 
after two games, and after the 
third games, we can now see if 
they all made it.”

So far after three games, 
Senegal have earned a ticket 
to the next round, “which is a 
measure of expectations, good 
standing for africa, and any-
thing beyond the quarterfinals 
is a milestone that will be well 
celebrated,” Obi said.

Confederation of African Football (CAF) President Patrice Motsepe.

PAGE 8 | SPortS thursday, december 1, 2022

AIPS Africa President Mitchel Obi.

Senegal’s players celebrate after defeating Ecuador 2-1 and qualifying to the next round, during the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 Group A match at the Khalifa International Stadium in Doha on Tuesday. (aFP)

Morocco’s players celebrate their team’s win in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group F match over  
Belgium at the Al Thumama Stadium in Doha on Sunday. (aFP)

Football officials 
optimistic of  

top Africa show

Senegal have become the first African team to reach 
the World Cup’s knockout stages, and the continent’s 
four other representatives remain hopeful of joining 
the Teranga Lions in Qatar.

Morocco’s 2-0 win over Belgium on Sunday puts them 
in first place in Group F, with four points from two 
games. A draw against Canada in their final match on 
Thursday will be enough to get them into the knockout 
stages for the second time.

On his seasonal debut, the Al Thumama Racing-owned X Force (IRE) won Rowdat Rashid Cup, adding a 12th victory to his 
record. The 5-year-old won Wednesday’s feature - a 1200m race for 3YO+ Thoroughbreds on dirt - easily by 3 lengths for trainer 
Ibrahim Saeed Al Malki and jockey Tomas Lukasek at the Al Rayyan Racecourse. Whittle Le Woods and I Am Thunder finished 
second and third respectively. QREC Racing Manager Abdulla Rashid Al Kubaisi presented the trophies to the winners. (TNN)

roWDAt rASHID CUP For X ForCE 
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Costa Rica’s Navas: We will fight like bulls to beat Germany
dpa
Doha

Costa Rica goalkeeper Key-
lor Navas says his team will 
do everything in their power 
to snatch a World Cup 
last-16 spot from Ger-
many when they meet 
in a group decider on 
thursday.

“We will fight like 
bulls to give our country 
a lot of happiness and 
joy,” the Paris saint-
Germain stopper told 
publishers Redaktion-
snetzwerk Deutschland 
on Wednesday.

“We want to cause a 

surprise. If we actually make it 
to the last 16, I think it would 
be a sensation like in 2014 
when we beat Italy and forced 
England into a draw.” Navas 

conceded seven in the opening 
defeat to spain but Costa Rica 
bounced back to beat Japan 
1-0. they plan to attack the 
Germans.

“We can’t just sit back, we 
have to have a plan in the game 
and have a lot of possession,” 
Navas said.

Coach Luis Fernando 
suárez also said that the team 
wants to make the country 
proud. “We are playing for a 
whole country. You always feel 
the pressure.

But we want to represent 
our country as good as possi-
ble,” suárez told reporters on 
Wednesday.

He said he was surprised 
and impressed how well the 
team had rebounded from the 
mauling against spain and 
added that “we have to be emo-
tionally strong as well but that 
is a strength of the team.” the 

surprise quarter-final berth 
from 2014 is Costa Rica’s best 
result at the World Cup. they 
lost their only previous date 
with Germany 4-2 in the 2006 
tournament opener.

Costa Rica will advance 
with a victory and exit with 
a defeat while a draw would 
mean they only reach the last 
16 if spain beat Japan in the 
other game.

suárez expects a tough 
match and so does veteran Cel-
so Borges, who however said 
that the victory against Japan 
has considerably boosted their 
confidence and another suc-
cess over Germany would be a 
historic moment.

“It makes us believe in 
the positive things we have 
achieved. We will have to do a 
very good job to get the three 
points,” he said. “It is all up to 
us.”

Costa Rica’s goalkeeper  Keylor 
Navas takes part in a  training 
session at Al Ahli SC Stadium in 
Doha on Wednesday. (AFP)

dpa
al Rayyan

GERmaNY coach Hansi Flick 
is not thinking of resigning 
even if his team are eliminated 
in the World Cup group stage.

Having lost 2-1 to Japan 
and drawn 1-1 with spain, 
Germany go into the Group 
E decider with Costa Rica on 
thursday needing a win while 
also hoping Japan lose to 
spain.

“I can confirm that, from 
my side - I don’t know what 
else is coming,” Flick told a 
news conference on Wednes-
day when asked if he would 
want to stay on whatever hap-

pens. “I have a contract until 
2024, I’m looking forward to 
the home European Champi-
onship, but that’s a long time 
away.” He expects the 
Central americans 
to be “very de-
fensive,” with a 
draw possibly 
being enough 
for Costa Rica 
to advance to 
the last 16. 

“of course, 
we would like 
to win the game 
early on so we put 
some pressure on (Ja-
pan) in the other game, but we 
know it will be difficult against 
a very defensive team,” Flick 
said.

Flick would not give away 
his team but gave Leroy sané 
hope that he will make his first 
start of the World Cup for his 
50th cap.

He missed the defeat by 
Japan with a knee problem 
and came off the bench to 
great effect in the draw with 
spain.

“He has no problems. 
He is also, like so many oth-
ers, a good option for this 

game,” Flick said. the match 
will make history as the first 
men’s World Cup game with a 
female referee.

Flick said he 
“100%” trusts 

Frenchwoman 
s t é p h a n i e 
Frappart to 

excel. “she has de-
served it because of her 
performances,” he said. 
“We are looking for-
ward to the game and 
I hope she is too.” Ger-

many were fined for not 

sending a player to the oblig-
atory pre-match news confer-
ence before the spain game. 
this time they sent defender 
Lukas Klostermann, who is 
unlikely to start against Costa 
Rica.

The German coach 
expressed hope that 

Leroy Sané will 
make his first World 
Cup start and 50th 
appearance for the 

national team

Germany’s head coach Hans-Dieter Flick leads a training session of his team at the Al Shamal Stadium in Al Shamal, north of Doha on Wednesday. (aFP)

Flick says that he will not retire if 
Germany is ousted from World Cup

dpa
BeRlin

GERmaN icon Lothar matthäus 
firmly believes that Hansi Flick’s 
team will reach the last 16 at the 
World Cup in Qatar. Germany 
face Costa Rica on thursday 
needing to win while hoping Ja-
pan do not beat spain.

the side went out in the 
group stage four years ago for 
the first time after losing the de-
cider to south Korea, but mat-
thäus does not expect a repeat. 
“We have players who were not 
there then, the coach is now 
Hansi Flick and not Jogi Löw. 
and Costa Rica are not as strong 
as south Korea,” matthäus wrote 
in his column for sport Bild on 
Wednesday.

the 61-year-old also believes 
a “big victory” is even possible 
on thursday, which would help 
if Japan win against spain. Ger-
many are fighting to qualify for 
the knock-out stages having lost 
their opener 2-1 to Japan.

“our chance of progressing 
is much greater than the risk of 
elimination,” matthäus said as 
he praised the Germany team for 
the 1-1 draw with spain.

“they played a good game, 
improved and deserved to get 
a point. the German virtues, 
which we had been lacking re-
cently, are back.” His enthusiam 
appears to be spreading to the 
German population.

an opinion poll conducted 
by YouGov showed 37% of Ger-
mans said they would watch the 
Costa Rica game live.

only 24% had indicated in a 
previous survey that they would 
watch the first group match 
against Japan, with the figure at 
33% for the spain game.

Matthäus 
says Germany 

will qualify 
as interest in 
World Cup 

grows at home

the 
german 
virtues 
lacking 

before are 
back

Germany’s coach Hans-Dieter Flick at the Al Shamal Stadium in 
Al Shamal, north of Doha on Wednesday. (aFP)

Costa Rica’s goalkeeper Keylor Navas (centre) warms up with 
teammates during a training session at Al Ahli SC Stadium in 
Doha on Wednesday. (aFP)

Group E: Costa Rica vs Germany (10pm) at Al Bayt Stadium

Lothar Matthäus

Key Stats
 Since winning their 
fourth World Cup in 2014, 
Germany have won only one 
game at the tournament - a 
group stage match against 
Sweden in June 2018. 
 Germany must pick up 
three points against Costa 
Rica to stay in contention 
for a berth in the last 16. 
 Victory over Costa Rica 
coupled with a win for 
Spain against Japan will 
see Germany qualify. Goal 
difference could come into 
the equation with a draw 
or Japanese victory in the 
other Group e game. 
 Keysher Fuller’s 81st-

minute goal against Japan 
was Costa Rica’s first shot 
on target in the tourna-
ment. 
 Costa Rica can reach 
the last 16 by defeating 
Germany. a draw would also 
get them a spot in the next 
round if Spain overcome Ja-
pan, but if the current group 
leaders lose then goal dif-
ference comes into play.
 
Previous meetings: 
 Costa Rica and Germany 
have met only once, in the 
opening game of the 2006 
World Cup. hosts Germany 
won that match 4-2.

We want to cause a surprise. 
If we actually make it to the 
last 16, I think it would be a 
sensation like in 2014 when 
we beat Italy and forced 
England into a draw
Keylor Navas

They played a good game, 
improved and deserved to 
get a point. The German 
virtues, which we had been 
lacking recently, are back.

Lothar Matheus



dpa
Doha

Spain coach Luis Enrique 
will not take any risks against 
Japan with progress to the 
knockout stage still in the bal-
ance.

although the 2010 cham-
pions need only a point to 
qualify, all four nations have 
a chance of making the last 16 
and, after Germany’s shock de-
feat to the asian nation, noth-
ing can be ruled out.

Seven outfield players have 
yet to register a minute’s action 
in Qatar, but the coach said 
that does not come into his 
thinking until the job is done. 
“it is a reality. We have spoken 
about it with the players,” he 
said.

“Some of the 26 may end 
up not playing at all - we all 
know how it works.

“Don’t write Costa Rica off, 
they can win against Germany. 
any of the four nations can still 
go through and that is very tell-
ing.”

 There has been some spec-
ulation about whether it would 
be better to actually finish sec-
ond, as that could potentially 
avoid a knockout meeting with 
Belgium.

But Luis Enrique is in no 
mood for playing games - even 
if it is something they factored 
into the equation.

“We wondered about this, 
actually,” he added.

“From a professional point 
of view, imagine if we specu-
lated we finished better as 

runner-up and in minute 90 
we are winners of the group 
and then in the 94th minute 
Costa Rica (against Germany) 
and Japan score and then you 
are out.

“if you are convinced your 
team is a good one - and we are 

here to win seven matches - it 
is not about runners-up.

“it is not the way we inter-
pret things at the elite level. 
We want to be winners of this 
group.

“To win a World Cup you 
have to win against everyone 
who comes your way.” 

Japan have had to deal 
with the highs and lows in 
the tournament already as, 
after their surprise win over 
Germany, they were criticized 
for not securing their last-
16 place following defeat to  
Costa Rica.

Coach Hajime Moriyasu 
accepts their opening win 
raised expectations and so de-
feat to the Central americans 
was always going to be re-
ceived badly, but qualification 

remains in their own hands 
and a draw may be enough, de-
pending on the outcome of the 
other match.

“There will be praise and 
criticism, but it is sport; if we 
win we will be praised and if 
we lose we will be criticized,” 
he said.

“Of course we don’t want 
to be criticized, but i hope this 
will give the Japanese public 
something to talk about - that 
would mean soccer is penetrat-
ing into the lives of the Japa-
nese.

“i would like the players to 
play well so they can increase 
their value in the eyes of the 
Japanese people and i hope 
we can impart hope when they 
look at our games and our 
play.”

agencies
Doha

Japan national team coach 
Hajime Moriyasu cut a relaxed 
figure in his press conference 
ahead of Thursday’s decisive 
Group E match against Spain.

Depending on the result of 
the other group game between 
Germany and Costa Rica, Ja-
pan need to either draw, but 
most probably, beat Spain to 
progress to the last 16.

The coach said he felt “no 
pressure, just anticipation and 
joy” ahead of the match, and 
insisted he didn’t feel frustrat-
ed after Japan failed to make 
good after their opening win 
against Germany, when they 
lost 1-0 to Costa Rica.

“i have written in my note-

book the main points to say 
today and the first thing is that 
the past can’t be changed,” 
he said, while adding that he 
hoped for a “strong reac-
tion.”

He accepted that 
Japan will probably 
see considerably less 
of the ball against 
Spain and their posses-
sion-based game.

“Spain are 
very good 
p h y s i c a l l y , 
tactically and 
t e c h n i c a l l y 
and they are 
a very well-
rounded side 
under coach 
Luis Enrique. 
i have a deep 

understanding of the Spanish 
national team and the develop-
ment of players, and they have 
made me feel that a country 

needs its own style and rhythm 
of football,” he said.

Japan’s last meeting with 
Spain was in the Tokyo Olym-

pics, and seven members of 
the Japanese team that lost 
in the semifinals of that tour-
nament are likely to play on 
Thursday.

“That game was a big dis-
appointment for us,” admit-
ted Moriyasu, who neverthe-
less believes asian football 
continues to improve.

“The whole world fol-
lows European football, 
both tactically and physi-
cally. But the gap is nar-
rowing. The aim of Jap-
anese football is to win 

the World Cup in 2050, 
and i hope that tomor-
row’s game will not only 
allow us to get out of the 

group, but also show what we 
can do in the future.” 
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Spain’s coach Luis Enrique during a training session at the Qatar Univer-
sity training ground in Doha on Wednesday. (aFP)

Japan’s midfielder Daichi Kamada takes part in a training session at 
the Al Sadd SC training ground in Doha on Wednesday. (aFP)

Group E: Spain vs Japan (10pm)  at Khalifa International Stadium

Japan’s coach Hajime Moriyasu (left) and Japan’s 
goalkeeper Shuichi Gonda. (aFP)

The 2010 champions only need one point to qualify, and all four countries have a chance to make the last 16

(From left: Spain’s midfielder Pedri, defender Eric Garcia, defender Hugo 
Guillamon and forward Dani Olmo take part in a training session at the 
Qatar University training ground in Doha on Wednesday. (aFP)

 Spain won the World 
Cup in 2010 - their only 
success to date - while 
Japan have never pro-
gressed beyond the first 
knockout round, which 
they have reached three 
times. 
 Spain will advance 
into the next round with 
a draw and a win would 
seal top spot in Group E. 
Japan, who sit second, 
risk losing out on a place 
in the knockout rounds 
to Germany or possibly 
Costa Rica, unless they 
beat Spain. 
 Spain are the top scor-
ers so far at the 2022 
World Cup with eight 
goals - seven of them 
coming in their opening 
match against Costa 
Rica. 
  Japan’s Eiji Kawashi-
ma and Yuto Nagatomo 
are both appearing at 
their fourth World Cup. 
Yoshikatsu Kawaguchi 
and Seigo Narazaki were 
the only two Japanese 
players who had previ-
ously appeared at four.
Previous meetings: 
 The teams have met 
only once before in a 
friendly in 2001 won by 
Spain 1-0.

Key Stats

Moriyasu feels no pressure 
ahead of vital Spain tie

Spain’s defender Dani  
Carvajal (left) and Alvaro 
Morata (right) take part in a 
training session at the Qatar 
University training ground in 
Doha on Wednesday. (AFP)

SPAin will tAkE no chAncES 
AGAinSt JAPAn: luiS EnriquE

I would like the players to 
play well so they can 
increase their value in the 
eyes of the Japanese people 
and I hope we can impart 
hope when they look at our 
games and our play
– Japanese team coach 
Hajime Moriyasu

It is not the way we interpret 
things at the elite level.  
We want to be winners of 
this group. To win a  
World Cup you have to  
win against everyone who 
comes your way
– Luis Enrique



Belgium must defeat the 2018 runners-up to be sure of advancing to the knockout stage
dpa 
Doha

RobeRto Martinez has 
blasted the belgian media for 
coverage of a “genius” French-
based report detailing sup-
posed unrest in the belgium 
camp ahead of a huge World 
Cup match against Croatia.

belgium lost 2-0 to Mo-
rocco in their second Group 
F game and must now defeat 
the 2018 runners-up to be sure 
of advancing to the knockout 
stage.

the Red Devils’ preparation 
for that fixture has been ham-
pered this week by discussion 
of a rift within the team, first 
reported by RtL and L’equipe.

belgium’s players subse-
quently came together for a 
meeting - “it wasn’t a crisis 
meeting, as we might have 
heard from some quarters,” 
insisted timothy Castagne - as 
they aim to “show more soli-
darity” against Croatia.

Castagne added the re-

ports had “exaggerated a lot” 
and he had “seen worse”, be-
fore Martinez, appearing after 
the defender at a pre-match 
news conference, suggested 
his team now knew they were 
in Qatar “on our own.” “For 
us, nothing changes,” the 

coach said.
“We were not happy with 

our two performances. We got 
the result in the first game, but 
we were not happy with our 
performance.

“the second game was 
the first time we lost a game 

by two goals in a major tour-
nament. You can imagine we 
were not happy with it. We 
had to react.

“then you see the storm on 
the outside and realize maybe 
we were listening too much to 
the noise on the outside before 
the tournament.

“You have some outlets in 
belgium who are quite happy 
to jump on fake news. that’s 
quite astonishing. It’s made 
the group quite aware that 
the less you listen to the noise 
from outside the better.

“It’s the biggest sporting 
event in the world, and you 
can see there are many World 
Cups being played. Maybe a 
country like France did a very 
good job with a story that be-
came the main talking point of 
some outlets.

“there is more desire to 
find negative news around this 
team, rather than getting the 
nation together, supporting 
this team, enjoying the talent 
of the best generation we ever 
had in belgian football.

“Probably that was a lesson 
for all of us: we are here on our 
own. We are here to fight for 
what we believe. Hopefully the 
fans, the real fans of the Red 

Devils, can enjoy the process.” 
Pressed on his suggestion the 
story had come out of France 
and been intended to hurt bel-
gium, Martinez replied: “I’ve 
got too many things to do in 
camp to think about where 
this story comes from.

“What is clear is whoever 
came up with it, whoever has 
done it has scored a great goal, 
an own goal for belgium.

“If I’m an opposition and 
I can weaken another side 
and get them out of the World 
Cup, I would do that as a jour-
nalist, I would love to win my 
own World Cup. Whoever’s 

done it is genius.” Croatia 
coach Zlatko Dalic said his 
side would not be “fooled” by 
the reports around the bel-
gium team, adding: “I don’t 
have an opinion on them and 
what’s happening there.

“they are the second-best 
team in the world. that’s all I 
care about.

We are not focusing on any 
other aspects. We are focusing 
on belgium, their quality.

“they cannot forget over-
night how to play football. 
they are a top-notch team. 
they’re number two, and 
we’re number 12.”

Martinez says rift reports were 
‘great own goal’ for Belgium
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Belgium’s Spanish coach Roberto Martinez takes a training session at 
the Salwa Training Site on Wednesday. (aFP)

Belgium’s goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois takes part in a training session at the Salwa Training Site on Wednesday. (aFP)

 a draw for Croatia will be enough to see them into the     
last 16, while Belgium will then be relying on Canada de
feating Morocco by three goals to stand a chance of a 
knockout place. a win for Belgium will see them finish 
above Croatia in Group F
  Michy Batshuayi is the only player to score for Belgium 
at the 2022 World Cup so far, but Romelu Lukaku has 
returned to fitness and could start in his place. Midfielder 
amadou onana is suspended having picked up two yellow 
cards
 Croatia’s 4-1 win over Canada in their previous game 
was the second time they have netted four goals in a World 
Cup fixture. They also beat Cameroon 4-0 in 2014
 Croatia reached the semi-finals in their debut at the 
World Cup finals in 1998. They featured in the final at the 
last edition of the tournament in 2018 but fell to France 
4-2
 To reach the 2018 final, Croatia were the first team at a 
World Cup to come from behind in three successive knock
out round matches, all of which went to extra time 

Previous meetings:
 Croatia and Belgium have met on eight occasions since 
their first clash in 2000. The head-to-head record is even 
with three wins each and two draws. Their previous fixture 
was a 1-0 friendly win for Belgium in June last year. This is 
their first meeting at the World Cup finals

Key Stats

Group F: Croatia vs Belgium (6pm) at Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium 

You have some outlets in 
Belgium who are quite happy 
to jump on fake news. That’s 
quite astonishing. It’s made 
the group quite aware that 
the less you listen to the 
noise from outside the better
– Roberto Martinez

Croatia’s players take part in a training session at the Al Erssal training site on Wednesday. (aFP)



Herdman 
wants 
to lead 
Canada 
at home 

World Cup 
in 2026

STATS Perform/dPA
Berlin 

John herdman suggested he 
will lead Canada on home soil 
at the next World Cup and says 
their campaign in Qatar has 
laid the foundations for an im-
proved showing in 2026.

Canada impressed despite 
losing their Group F opener 
1-0 against Belgium last week, 
but their hopes of reaching the 
last 16 were ended when they 
surrendered an early lead in 
Sunday’s 4-1 loss to Croatia.

herdman’s team are look-
ing to avoid the ignominy of 
matching El Salvador’s record 
for the most World Cup games 
played without avoiding defeat 
(six) when they face Morocco 
on Thursday, but the Reds’ 
dynamic style has won them 
admirers on their first appear-
ance at the tournament since 
1986.

With Canada set to join 
Mexico and the United States 
in hosting the next World Cup, 
herdman is focused on help-
ing the side continue their up-
ward trajectory.

Asked at Wednesday’s 
pre-match press conference 
whether he would be coaching 
the team in 2026, herdman 
said: “I will be tomorrow. I 
will be excited tomorrow, ab-
solutely.

“It’s been 11 years of work 
in this country, and I have 
been pioneering for a long pe-
riod of time.

“You will not find anyone 
as passionate as I am about 
this programme, or about 
these players or about the 
staff.

“You will not find anyone 
as passionate, who wants to 
take the company to that next 
level. You’ll not meet anyone 
that’s experienced this mo-
ment with this team, and the 
learnings that I’ll take from 
this to take into the next one.

“The one thing you’ve seen 
from us is we’ve always come 
back strong.In [the Women’s 
World Cup in] 2015, we fin-
ished sixth. In the women’s 
olympics in 2016 we got back-
to-back podiums, for the first 
time in over a century. Five 
years later, they take a gold 
medal [at the delayed Tokyo 
2020 olympics].

“We came to this World 
Cup and Thierry henry told 
me this team played them off 
the park.

“I’ll take that. Because if 
that’s our foundation, we’ve 
got a great four years ahead, 
and I can’t wait to get after it.” 
Canada have not beaten Mo-
rocco in the teams’ three previ-
ous meetings (D1 L2), and they 
suffered a comprehensive 4-0 
defeat when they last faced the 
Atlas Lions in a 2016 friendly.

FIFA charges Croatia over fans 

insulting Canada goalie

dPA
Doha 

FIFA has initiated disciplinary 

proceedings against Croatia 

for the behaviour of their fans 

in the World Cup group match 

against Canada, football’s gov-

erning body said on Tuesday.

Croatia fans insulted Can-

ada keeper Milan Borjan, who 

has Serbian roots. A poster was 

seen in the stands during Croa-

tia’s 4-1 win and chants were 

heard.
Borjan has also said his 

phone number appeared to be 

leaked before the game and he 

received a flood of angry mes-

sages.
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Group F: Canada vs Morocco (6 pm)  at Al Thumama Stadium

alphonso Davies scored Canada’s first ever 

goal at a men’s World Cup in a 4-1 Group F loss to 

Croatia.
Back in the World Cup after their only previ-

ous appearance in 1986, Canada head into their 

meeting with Morocco still seeking a maiden win.

Canada topped the ConCaCaF qualifying 

table, scoring more and conceding fewer goals 

than any other team.

Morocco became the first african team to 

advance out of the group stage of a World Cup in 

1986.
Morocco’s 2-0 Group F win over Belgium 

marked their first World Cup victory since they beat 

Scotland in 1998.

Previous meetings:

Canada and Morocco have met three times, 

all international friendlies, with the north africans 

winning two and the other match ending in a draw.

Key Stats

Moroccoplayers take part in a training session at the Al Duhail SC in Doha on Wednesday. (aFP)

Morocco’s midfielder #07 Hakim Ziyech 

takes part in a training session at the Al 

Duhail SC in Doha on Wednesday. (AFP)

AgencieS

MoRoCCo coach Walid 

Regragui wants “no re-

grets” after facing Canada 

on Thursday, with his team 

aiming for qualification to 

the World Cup knockout 

stage for the first time 

since 1986.
The north African 

side reached the last 16 

in Mexico 36 years ago 

for the only time in their 

history, and a point against 

already-eliminated Canada 

would see them repeat the 

feat.
Morocco are second 

in Group F, level on four 

points with leaders Croa-

tia, who face Belgium, 

on three points, while 

Canada are bottom with 

no points.
“We don’t want to 

have an eye on the Croatia 

and Belgium match to de-

cide our own fate, we (need 

to) give everything we’ve 

got so we have no regrets 

at the end,” Regragui 

told a press conference 

Wednesday.
“We’ll give eve-

rything we’ve got. 

our players want 

to make history 

and will give 
110 percent 

to ensure the Moroc-

can population is happy.”

Morocco players have 

been allowed to bring their 

families to the tournament 

and after the 2-0 win over 

Belgium on Sunday, Paris 

Saint-Germain defender 

Achraf hakimi was pic-

tured in an emotional em-

brace with his mother in the 

stands.
“Before we got here we 

had a strategy meeting, to 

bring families with us or 

not,” said Regragui.
“Based on our experi-

ence in 2018, along with our 

technical team, we chose the 

option to bring the families.

“Some players have 

kids, some would rather 

have their parents with 

them. We did a good job in 

that regard. When you win, 

there’s no negatives, every-

one is happy, but if you lose 

they will say -- ‘Why did you 

bring the families?’
“We meet them after the 

game and then we concen-

trate on the next one.

“The spirit of family off 

the pitch, we want to bring 

that onto the pitch, and un-

til now it’s functioning very 

well.”
African champions Sen-

egal qualified from Group 

A after beating Ecuador on 

Tuesday and Morocco have 

a good chance to join them 

in the next round.
“Senegal showed us a 

great path, we want to go 

through and move forward,” 

said Regragui.
“Morocco is my priority, 

Morocco and Moroccans. 

(But) we hope to fly the flag 

of African football high.

“often African foot-

ball has b e e n 

described as sub-par, not 

as good as elsewhere, but 

we’ve shown we can give an-

yone a run for their money.”

opponents Canada are 

playing in only their sec-

ond World Cup and despite 

two defeats and elimination 

with a game to spare, coach 

John herdman said his 

team have made progress.

They were unfortunate 

to lose 1-0 against Belgium, 

and scored their first ever 

goal at the tournament in 

the 4-1 defeat by Canada 

on Sunday, with Alphonso 

Davies sending them ahead 

early on.
“It’s an opportunity to 

keep stepping forward,” 

herdman told a press con-

ference.
“We’ll stay committed to 

our identity and go into this 

match with an opportunity 

to make some more history.

“We’ve been enjoy-

ing the ride and we know 

there’s not long left, the 

players are excited for their 

families, to try and step into 

the stadium and try to have 

one of those moments.

“We watched the cel-

ebrations back, we watched 

Alphonso’s goal together, to 

be proud of moments like 

that because there’s more to 

come.”
Canada will participate 

in the 2026 tournament as 

co-hosts with the United 

States and Mexico.
“We’re a football coun-

try, we’re there. You can’t 

deny that, and we will push 

tomorrow to keep proving 

that,” he added.

Morocco 
want 

‘no 
regrets’

The north African 
side reached the last 

16 in mexico 36 years 
ago for the only time 

in their history

Morocco’s coach Hoalid Regragui


