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FIne 

On a pulsating night of 
football at FiFA World Cup 

Qatar 2022 on Wednesday, 
Argentina made sure of their 
place in the round of 16 with 
a 2-0 victory over Poland at 
Stadium 974 with Poland, 
a well beaten side on this 
occasion, joining them in the 
knockout stages, thanks to 
their superior goal difference 
over a Mexico side who also 
finished on four points. The 
fate-deciding group C encoun-
ters kept fans on the edge of 
the seats when Lionel Messi 
had a penalty saved superbly 
by Wojciech Szczezny. But it 
was one of the squad’s less 
celebrated names, Alexis Mc-
Allister, who broke the dead-
lock with his first international 
goal just after half-time. Julian 
Alvarez ended any doubt for 
a rampant Albiceleste when 
collecting a pass from Enzo 
Fernandez and curling a shot 
into the corner. (TNN)
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QNa
DOHA

His Highness the Amir 
of state of Qatar sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Tha-
ni has sent a cable of con-
dolences to President of the 
People’s Republic of China 
Xi Jinping, on the death 
of former president Jiang 
Zemin.

amir condoles 
with chinese 
president

CHAirMAn of Qatar Tour-
ism Akbar Al Baker has 
said that Qatar Tourism 

is well prepared to make the 
FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
the world’s largest sport-
ing event, a grand success 
and for the post-tournament 
phase by focusing its efforts 
to a large extent to offer a 
distinguished experience for 
residents and international 
visitors through its ‘Service 
Excellence’ training courses.

Al Baker highlighted 
the launch of ‘Qatar Host’ 
programme, the first online 
tourism training programme 
in the country that provides 
professionals with the skills 
to provide distinguished ser-
vice to international and local 
visitors. He said the ‘Tourist 
guide Training’ programme, 
through which the par-
ticipants were given practical 
and appropriate training on 
the basic skills to work as a 
tourist guide, was accredited 
after completing the program.

He pointed out that Qatar 

Tourism has issued more 
than 3,500 licenses for Holi-
day Homes for about 9,500 
rooms since the launch of the 
initiative last year, an addi-
tion to the variety of accom-
modation options that will be 
available to visitors during the 
2022 FiFA World Cup Qatar.

He said Qatar Tourism 
is committed to continue 
improving the experience of 
visitors so that they can have 
an enjoyable and indelible 
experience. (QNA) page 3

We focused our efforts 
on making World Cup a 
grand success: Al Baker

QNa
DOHA

THE Qatar Electricity and Wa-
ter Corporation (Kahramaa) 
and Qatar Fuel (Woqod) 
signed an agreement on 
Wednesday to supply, install 
and operate 37 charging units 
for electric vehicles (EV) at 
WOQOD stations distributed 
over 22 sites in the country.  
The agreement was signed by 
Eng. Essa bin Hilal Al Kuwari, 
President of Kahramaa, and 
Eng. Saad rashid Al Muhan-
nadi, CEO of WOQOD. 

The charging units are 

ultra-fast and highly efficient. 
A car can be fully charged in 
less than half an hour.

in a statement, Al Ku-
wari said the signing of the 
agreement comes within the 
many initiatives undertaken 
by Kahramaa to establish and 
expand the electric charging 
network for cars, in response 
to the strategy adopted by the 
Ministry of Transport in this 
regard.

He explained that the 
charging stations have been 
installed to encourage people 
to use electric cars, which will 
reduce carbon emissions. 

Kahramaa, Woqod ink pact 
to install 37 EV charging 

units at fuel stations

Panda House Park to open doors to visitors today
tribuNe NewS Network

DOHA

THe Panda House Park in Al 
Khor City, around 35 kilome-
tres from Doha, will start re-
ceiving visitors between 10 am 
and 6 pm from Thursday, the 
Ministry of Municipality an-
nounced on Tuesday.

The validity of the ticket is 
for one day and will be deter-
mined on the date of reserva-
tion. The ticket is non-refund-
able.

No separate timing has 
been mentioned for weekends, 
which implies that public can 
visit the park on Fridays and 
saturdays from 10 am to 6 pm 
too. 

Two giant pandas from 
Beijing arrived last month in 

Qatar, the first Middle eastern 
country since the 20th century, 
to play host to the cuddly bears 
from China.

The pair, “soraya” and “su-
hail”, are a gift from China and 

arrived in Qatar just weeks be-
fore the start of the FiFA World 
Cup 2022.

The Panda House is built 
as per the highest international 
standards and emulates the en-

vironmental and climatic con-
ditions of their native habitat — 
the Minshan Mountains in the 
Chinese province of sichuan.

The enclosure sprawls over 
120,000 square metres and 
includes shelter, in addition to 
green areas and service build-
ings. A medical facility is at-
tached to the enclosure to meet 
the needs of the animals at all 
times. 

The pandas will be taken 
care of by an international 
team comprising doctors and 
specialists in giant panda med-
icine.

Bamboo shoots, which form 
the main staple of the pandas’ 
diet, are being cultivated in 
the part. Trees from Chinese 
forests were also brought and 
planted inside the shelter.

QNa
DOHA

THE Cabinet has approved a 
draft law amending certain 
provisions of Law no (12) of 
2008 regarding the contribu-
tion of certain companies 
involved in the supporting 
promotion of sports, cultural, 
social and charitable activities.

The Cabinet, chaired by 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of interior HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz 
Al Thani, took the decision 
at its regular meeting on 
Wednesday. page 5

Cabinet approves 
amendment to 
law on companies 
involved in sports, 
culture & charity

Everyone must respect 
Qatari laws, customs: 
John Barnes (PG 2)

Akbar Al Baker.Tunisia 

sTun France,
buT crash ouT oF World cup

FrAnce-Born Wahbi Khazri scored the only goal of the game as Tunisia upset World cup hold-
ers France 1-0 at the education city Stadium, but the shock victory was not enough for them to 
join the defending champions in the last 16 of the tournament in Qatar. Khazri steered home a 
58th-minute winner amid a cluster of defenders for only a third victory at six World cup tourna-
ments for Tunisia, but they were still eliminated as Australia beat Denmark 1-0 in the other 
group match. France, who made nine changes for this match from the team that beat Den-
mark, finished top of Group D on goal difference from runners-up Australia. SportS page 3

CRO
V

BEL

Ah
m

ad
 B

in
 A

li 
St

ad
iu

m

Al
 T

hu
m

am
a

St
ad

iu
m

Kh
al

ifa
 In

t'l
 

St
ad

iu
m

Al
 B

ay
t 

St
ad

iu
mCAN

V
MAR

JPN
V

ESP
CRC

V
GER

6pm 6pm 10pm 10pm

argenTina 
ouTclass Poland  
       as both advance



QNA
London

EvEryonE should respect Qatari 
laws, customs, traditions, and culture 
during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, former England national team 
player John Barnes has said.

In an article published in the British 
newspaper ‘The Times’, Barnes said that 
Qatar has invited everyone to the World 
Cup, but demanded everyone to be re-
spectful of their ways, laws and culture, 
criticising the Western campaigns against 
Qatar’s World Cup.

“It’s interesting to observe that 
some of those who are making a lot of 
noise now have had little to say about 
the development of Qatar over the pre-
vious 20 years,” he added.

Barnes, who played in 79 interna-
tional matches with the England na-
tional team between 1983 and 1995, 
stressed that the situation in Qatar is 
better with the development in hous-
ing, facilities, and wages.

Before the World Cup, the UK 
Foreign, Commonwealth, and Devel-
opment office issued a set of advice 
and instructions to fans of the Eng-
land and Wales national teams com-
ing to the State of Qatar to attend the 

FIFA World Cup matches and asked 
them to review Qatari laws and cus-
toms to know what they should avoid 
during their stay and to respect the 
customs and traditions of the host 
country.

‘Everyone must respect 
Qatari laws & customs’

It’s interesting to observe 
that some of those who 
are making a lot of noise 

now have had little to say about 
the development of Qatar over the 
previous 20 years”
— John Barnes, former England 
national team player
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Lusail Towers are decorated with the flags of Saudi Arabia and 
Mexico ahead of their crucial FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match.

LusaiL Towers LiT up in 
saudi, Mexico coLours

hamad bin suhaim al thani chairman
adel ali bin ali managing director
dr hassan mohammed al ansari editor-in-chiefEstablishEd sEptEmbEr 3, 2006

Qatari trio who helped bring FIFA 
World Cup 2022 mascot to life

TribuNe News NeTwork
doha

T
hErE are many firsts as-
sociated with the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022. 
This is the first edition 
of the tournament to be 

held in the Middle East and Arab 
world, the first compact tournament 
in modern history, and the first to 
have an official soundtrack.

This is also the first FIFA World 
Cup to have a digital mascot. La’eeb 
– an Arabic word meaning super-
skilled player – was unveiled to 
the world during the final draw in 
April. La’eeb hails from the ‘mas-
cot-verse’ – a world where all previ-
ous tournament mascots live – and 
is known for his youthful spirit; 
spreading joy and confidence wher-
ever he goes.

La’eeb, who is adventurous, fun 
and curious, has attended every pre-
vious FIFA World Cup tournament 
and contributed to some of the most 
famous moments in football history.

Ahmed Al Baker, Fahad Al Ku-
wari and Mohammed Al Ibrahim, 
who worked on La’eeb’s launch vid-
eo, spoke about the challenge of cre-
ating content that appeals to football 
fans across the globe. 

The vision
Qataris Al Baker, Al Kuwari and 

Al Ibrahim were excited to develop 
the launch video for the mascot when 
they received the initial concept 
about his character.

“It was very exciting to be in-
volved in this project and our ob-
jective was to deliver something 
different to every previous mascot 
launch,” said Al Baker, who has been 
working as a director and producer 
for 12 years.

“one of our main aims was to 
present him in a humourous and in-
teractive way while ensuring he ap-
peals to as many people as possible 
– not just football fans.”

Al Kuwari added, “I am not a 
huge football lover and during the 
animation process, I looked at La’eeb 
from an outsider’s point of view. Part 
of the challenge was creating content 
that non-football fans would enjoy 
– and I think La’eeb ended up being 
liked by everyone due to his uplifting 
personality.”

Writer and director Al Ibrahim 

worked as a senior content developer 
on the animation. 

he said, “I helped to build on 
his backstory – not only his origins 
but information about his home, 
the mascot-verse. We had to think 
about his personality traits and mo-
tivations – it was a really interest-

ing project.”
The creative team also wanted 

La’eeb to resonate with people long 
after the tournament – which will 
conclude with the final at Lusail Sta-
dium on 18 December. 

“It’s very important to us that 
La’eeb stays in the minds of foot-

ball fans after the World Cup,” said 
Al Kuwari, a graduate of virginia 
Commonwealth University School of 
the Arts in Qatar. “This is one of the 
reasons we built the mascot-verse, 
which allows La’eeb to visit mascots 
from previous tournaments.”

A mAscoT wiTh A voice
La’eeb’s uniqueness extends to 

his voice. “When we presented our 
work, FIFA really liked the scripts 
we had developed for La’eeb,” said Al 
Kuwari, who holds a Master’s in film 
and screen studies from Goldsmiths, 
University of London.

The next challenge was decid-
ing La’eeb’s accent and ensuring he 
would resonate with people in Qatar, 
the region and beyond.

“At first, we wanted La’eeb to 
speak Arabic with a Qatari accent – 
however we also wanted him to reach 
international audiences. In the end, 
we opted for English – but spoken 
by a local person – to show La’eeb is 
Qatari and can connect with people 
anywhere,” said Al Baker.

Al Kuwari added: “As content 
creators, it is our responsibility to 
create narratives true to our culture 
and heritage, and present them to in-
ternational audiences.”

new Technology
La’eeb’s virtual nature meant the 

creative options were endless and 
opened the door to utilise the latest 
digital technology.  “From holograms, 
digital screens and new media, there 
was plenty of room for creativity and 
we were able to experiment with dif-
ferent technologies,” said Al Baker. 

Al Kuwari added: “our priority 
was for La’eeb to entertain fans. We 
wanted to create uplifting and inter-
active content, so we approached this 
in the same way we look at cinematic 
scripts. Getting to know La’eeb is 
a journey everyone will go through 
during the tournament. The audi-
ence learned about his skills and per-
sonality during the draw – and there 
will be plenty more to find out during 
the World Cup.”

The power of sToryTelling
For Al Ibrahim, seeing his crea-

tion come to life on a scale of such 
magnitude represents a dream-
turned-reality.

he said, “Seeing La’eeb every-
where is testament to the power of 
storytelling. he is a character that 
will be remembered by future gen-
erations and exposed to billions of 
people during the World Cup.

“This is something every content 
creator dreams of – and knowing I’ve 
contributed is something I’ll always 
be proud of.”

ahmed al baker, Fahad al Kuwari and mohammed al Ibrahim discuss the development of La’eeb

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 has the largest me-
dia coverage in the World Cup history, with thou-
sands of media professionals and journalists cover-
ing the tournament events.

A CnBC-Arabiya Tv channel report said that 
Qatar does not interfere in media content, and that 
it facilitated the work of media outlets in Qatar to 
carry the World Cup atmosphere to the world.

The Eye on Qatar program’s report stressed 
that the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 had the larg-
est international media coverage in the tournament 
history.The report added that all technical and lo-
gistical support was provided to journalists from 
different countries of the world to facilitate the per-
formance of their mission inside and outside the 
stadiums. It also noted the tournament’s growing 
interest in digital platforms, while keeping the tra-
ditional role of television in broadcasting, analyz-
ing matches and airing fans’ reactions.

Another report by the same channel said that 
volunteers at airports, metro stations and places 
of residence of World Cup teams, stadiums and 
fan zones, are always smiling, welcoming and en-
thusiastic about providing assistance to the World 
Cup fans, a scene that is repeated in all areas of the 
events and activities of the tournament. The hu-
manity unites them despite the difference in cul-
tures, and the sincere desire to make the champi-
onship a success.

Global acclaim over 
media, volunteering 
facilitation during  

World cup Qatar 2022

La’eeb – an arabic word meaning super-
skilled player – was unveiled to the world dur-
ing the final draw in April. La’eeb hails from 
the ‘mascot-verse’ – a world where all previ-
ous tournament mascots live – and is known 
for his youthful spirit; spreading joy and con-
fidence wherever he goes. La’eeb, who is ad-
venturous, fun and curious, has attended eve-
ry previous FiFa world cup tournament and 
contributed to some of the most famous mo-
ments in football history.



QNA
Doha

Chairman of Qatar Tourism and Qatar air-
ways Group Chief Executive akbar al Baker 
has said that Qatar Tourism is prepared for the 
FiFa World Cup Qatar 2022, the world’s larg-
est sporting event, and for the post-tournament 
phase by focusing its efforts to a large extent to 
offer a distinguished experience for residents 
and international visitors through its Service 
Excellence training courses. This comes in addi-
tion to digital transformation and active promo-
tion of Qatar in the global tourism markets as a 
leading tourist destination. This is in addition to 
issuing licences for hotels and tourist facilities, 
tourism activities, festivals, tourism events and 
their organising offices.

in exclusive statements to Qna, al Baker 
highlighted the launch of ‘Qatar host’ pro-
gramme, the first online tourism training pro-
gramme in the country that provides profession-
als with the skills to offer distinguished service 
to international and local visitors. he also high-
lighted the ‘Tourist Guide Training’ programme, 
through which the participants were given prac-
tical and appropriate training on the basic skills 
to work as a tourist guide, and accredited after 
completing the programme.

he pointed out that Qatar Tourism has is-
sued more than 3,500 licences for holiday 
homes for about 9,500 rooms since the launch 
of the initiative last year, an addition to the vari-
ety of accommodation options that will be avail-
able to visitors during the 2022 FiFa World Cup 
Qatar.

he highlighted the iconic Limousine ini-
tiative within the framework of the tourism 
sector development process and enhancing the 
visitors’ experience at every stage of their visit, a 
competition where many talented nationals and 
residents sought to produce a distinctive exterior 
iconic limousine design, that reflects Qatari cul-
ture and hospitality in an innovative way.

he stressed that, in terms of digital transfor-
mation, Qatar Tourism launched the Visit Qatar 
application for mobile phones and the Visit Qa-
tar website, which is available in seven languages 
(English, French, italian, arabic, German, Turk-
ish and Spanish). The application allows users to 
explore Qatar’s cultural heritage sites, sporting 
activities and unique attractions. it also provides 
360-degree panoramic views of famous sites 
and landmarks, along with a feature that allows 
users to swipe right on a selection of the best 

tourist spots in Qatar.
Qatar Tourism, in cooperation with its part-

ners, presented a rich calendar of events through 
its website that includes a variety of activities 
covering all parts of the country, and includes 
entertainment options, including theatrical per-
formances, art exhibitions and sports competi-
tions, al Baker said.

as part of its efforts to develop tourism in 
the country, al Baker said that Qatar Tourism 
launched the ‘Qatar now’ guidebook, a new edi-
tion that reviews the tourism scene in Qatar, 
providing visitors with a comprehensive view of 
the tourist destinations. The semi-annual guide, 
which is available to visitors at every phase of 
their visit to Qatar, is distributed free of charge 
in hotels, museums, embassies, hamad inter-
national airport (hia), and other most visited 
destinations.

he also highlighted the launch of Experience 
a World Beyond campaign in 17 countries as the 
largest promotional campaign in the history of 
the tourism sector in Qatar. The campaign rep-
resents the most important tourist markets that 
Qatar targets, in a bid to highlight the archaeo-
logical sites and historical monuments, in addi-
tion to the best entertainment and adventures 
places in the country.

“Qatar Tourism is committed to continue 
improving the experience of visitors so that they 
can have an enjoyable and indelible experience. 
Qatar Tourism seeks to welcome visitors from 
all over the world to Qatar to enjoy the tourna-
ment and explore the unique services and expe-
riences that Qatar offers,” he concluded.

QNA
Doha

QaTar red Crescent Society 
(QrCS) said Wednesday that 
the humanitarian initiative it 
has launched in seven crisis-
hit countries to follow the FiFa 
World Cup Qatar 2022 has been 
seeing a big turnout.

The initiative was launched 
by QrCS ahead of the kick-off 
of the World Cup Qatar 2022, 
with support of the ministry of 
Foreign affairs, Qatar Fund For 
Development (QFFD), the Su-
preme Committee for Delivery 
and Legacy and bein Sports, 
to help the seven countries ex-
periencing humanitarian crises 
enjoy the events of the tourna-
ment.

QrCS established fan zones 
in cooperation with its partners 
in more than 40 locations across 
Lebanon, iraq, Jordan, Yemen, 
Sudan, Bangladesh and Syria. 
in a statement, QrCS noted 
that the fan zones has seen a 
broad participation of thou-
sands of football fans who en-
joyed watching the tournament 
matches on giant screens, in ad-
dition to participating in sports, 
entertainment and awareness 

activities, which QrCS organ-
izes through its offices and mis-
sions in the target countries.

Director of the relief and 
international Development Di-
vision at QrCS Dr mohamed 
Salah ibrahim said that the ini-
tiative, which was launched in 
conjunction with Qatar’s organ-
ization of the FiFa World Cup, 
is in line with the humanitarian 
efforts undertaken by the State 
and humanitarian organiza-
tions in refugees and displaced 
persons areas.

he pointed out that, as the 
QrCS is aware of the impor-
tance of the role played by glob-

al sports goals in alleviating the 
suffering of vulnerable groups, 
and contributing to psychologi-
cal and health support for them, 
it organized several sports and 
entertainment activities, and 
providing suitable places to dis-
play football matches, so that 
the beneficiaries could follow 
them and share this joy with 
Qatar and the world.

he emphasized that sports 
is for everyone, and that sports 
supports humanitarian issues 
and is a positive catalyst for all 
ages; indicating that the initia-
tive provides through its educa-
tional and entertainment pro-
grammes an atmosphere of joy, 
happiness and social cohesion.

heads of QrCS missions in 
the target countries stressed the 
importance of this humanitar-
ian initiative and the accompa-
nying events, and the opportu-
nities it provided for everyone, 
including children, youth, men 
and women, in addition to refu-
gees and displaced persons, to 
live the joy of the FiFa World 
Cup Qatar 2022, and make 
them feel close and involved, 
thus confirming the harmony 
between sports and the human-
itarian message.
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sc delivers facilities to support over 17,000 media personnel

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha

morE than 17,000 media 
professionals are covering the 
FiFa World Cup Qatar 2022 
and utilising a vast number of 
facilities organised by the Su-
preme Committee for Delivery 
& Legacy (SC).

The host Country media 
Centre (hCmC) in msheireb 
Downtown Doha is the heart 
of operations and is equipped 
with work stations, technical 
support and broadcast studios, 
along with food and beverage 
options. 

Fatma al nuaimi, Execu-
tive Director, Communica-
tions & media, SC, said, “The 
host Country media Centre is 
a central point for the many 
thousands of media profes-
sionals covering Qatar 2022. 
media have everything they 
need here to report on both 
the tournament and Qatar as 
a host country. We are also 
hosting press conferences 
on a regular basis and help-
ing tournament stakeholders 
communicate directly with 
media.”

The hCmC is strategically 
located in the centre of Doha, a 
short walk from msheireb met-
ro station and connected via 

shuttle buses to key sites, in-
cluding stadiums and the FiFa 
Fan Festival. it is also close to 
both Souq Waqif and the Doha 
Corniche – two locations espe-
cially popular with the many 
thousands of fans attending the 
tournament.

in addition to the facilities 
available at the hCmC, the SC 
has built studio clusters which 
are available to broadcasters at 
Souq Waqif and the Doha Cor-
niche. Built in partnership with 
the associated Press, the studi-
os are available 24 hours a day 

for broadcasters who wish to 
record live from those venues.

“our goal was to provide 
the best services to everyone 
coming to Qatar for this his-
toric tournament,” said al 
nuaimi. “There has been huge 
interest from media globally – 
including many social media 
influencers interested in shar-
ing stories from the first FiFa 
World Cup in the middle East 
and arab world.”

Bloomberg Linea reporter 
alan Souza, from Brazil, said: 
“The infrastructure is great 
and the staff here are very 
polite and friendly, always 
willing to help us and pass on 
information. The location is 
great – we’re near restaurants, 
places to visit and it’s really 
easy to find. Everything we 
need is here to film, edit and 
interview. it’s perfect for me.”

ayotola Soloman, camera 
operator for nigerian outlet 
arise news, said: “Coming to 
Qatar and seeing all this in-
frastructure is mind-blowing. 
They have everything we need 
to make us comfortable. The 
facility is amazing – great loca-
tion, great views, nice people, 
nice culture.”

in addition to provid-
ing first-rate facilities, the SC 
is also working closely with 
stakeholders to facilitate me-
dia interviews and visits for 
journalists – including to infra-
structure projects and cultural 
attractions.

“our stakeholders have 
played a key role in helping Qa-
tar deliver the tournament and 
we are proud to showcase their 
work to the thousands of media 
in the country for the World 
Cup,” said al nuaimi. “This 

includes hosting press confer-
ences, organising interviews 
and facilitating visits to key 
locations. Qatar 2022 is a na-
tion’s story and we are excited 
to share it with the rest of the 
world.”

The SC has also developed 
the Qatar media Portal (QmP) 
to support media. The QmP 
facilitates accreditation and ac-
cess requests, and provides a 
wide range of content, includ-
ing photographs and videos, 
about host country subjects 
and human-interest stories. 

The hCmC was also built 
with sustainability in mind. 
Furniture in the venue was 
previously used at stadium 
sites while the facility also fea-
tures water-efficient fixtures 
and LED lighting. Plastic-re-
duction strategies are also be-
ing implemented at the venue.

Al Baker: Qatar Tourism 
prepared for World Cup, 
post-tournament phase 

QRCS initiative to follow 
World Cup in 7 crisis-hit
nations sees big turnout

Host Country Media 
Centre in Msheireb 
Downtown Doha is 
the heartbeat of 
operations

Akbar Al Baker



QNA
KUWAIT

THE Association of Secretaries 
General of Arab Parliaments 
affirmed its rejection of the 
European Parliament’s recent 
resolution regarding human 
rights in the State of Qatar 
within the framework of the 
country’s hosting of the World 
Cup, stressing that allegations 
of human rights violations are 
based on false and misleading 
foundations and are not based 
on real facts.

The Association of Secre-
taries General of Arab Parlia-
ments, which is chaired by HE 
Secretary-General of the Shura 
Council Dr. Ahmed bin Nasser 
Al Fadala, considered the Eu-
ropean Parliament’s resolution 
a continuation of the malicious 
and systematic campaigns di-
rected against the State of Qa-
tar to question and undermine 
its right to host the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

In a statement on Wednes-
day, the Association said that 
the resolution ignored the suc-
cesses and achievements made 
by the State of Qatar over the 
past years leading to the open-
ing of the World Cup and receiv-
ing fans from different cultures 
in an atmosphere full of enthusi-
asm and good hospitality.

It demanded the European 
Parliament to investigate with 
credibility and impartiality and 

review reports and statements 
related to the situation of work-
ers and human rights in gen-
eral in the State of Qatar and 
not push this issue in this mali-
cious campaign or interfere in 
Qatar’s internal affairs.

The Association of Secre-
taries General of Arab Parlia-
ments affirmed its support for 
the State of Qatar and what was 
issued by the Shura Council in 
its last session in response to 
the inaccuracies contained in 
the resolution of the European 
Parliament.

The statement added that 
among these fallacies are those 
about efforts for gender equal-
ity, equal opportunities and 
women’s empowerment. These 
are fields in which the State of 
Qatar has made remarkable 
progress as evident from the 
testimony of many countries 
and international organisa-
tions. There is no need for eval-
uation or intervention from 
the European Parliament, the 
statement added.

The Association expressed 
its rejection of any interfer-
ence in the internal affairs of 
the State of Qatar or any of the 
Arab countries, calling on the 
European Parliament to stop 
this behaviour and respect in-
ternational conventions and 
norms, and the sovereignty of 
states in a way that achieves the 
interest of all and enhances the 
concept of coexistence.

MOROCCO FANS HAPPY 
WITH THEIR TEAM, 

HAPPY WITH QATAR 2022
KHALID AL TAWALBEH

DOHA

OVER the past few days, the 
streets of Doha have witnessed 
great crowds of fans. Coming 
from all over the world, they can 
be seen enjoying an unprece-
dented edition of the FIFA World 
Cup marked by events and activi-
ties of diverse kinds in an atmos-
phere of love, peace, safety and 
security. Qatar has successfully 
delivered to the world more than 
it promised.

Morocco fans are among 
those seen enjoying their time 
here with the Atlas Lions, their 
national team, which has amazed 
the world with its performance so 
far. Speaking to Qatar Tribune, 
they expressed great happiness 
at their team’s performance and 
their love for the state of Qatar, 
for organising a dazzling event 
the like of which the world had 
never seen.

From Corniche to Bidaa, Lu-
sail to Souq Waqif, they turned 
up in large numbers as did fans 
of other nationalities, wearing 
beautiful and distinctive cos-
tumes in the colours of their re-
spective teams, amid a wonder-
ful atmosphere of enthusiasm 
and camaraderie as well as com-
petition.

While the events accompa-
nying the World Cup being held 
throughout Qatar, the fan zones, 
the Corniche and Souq Waqif are 
the beating heart of the tourna-
ment, a group of Morocco fans 
said. “When you watch matches 
in one of these places, you feel 
like you are in the stadium. The 
atmosphere is equally charged”, 
they added.

The fan zones have many 
activities and performances, in-
cluding musical events, which 
make the atmosphere cheerful, 
with people dancing and having 
fun. As people of all nationali-

ties gather in these places, there 
is also opportunity to get ac-
quainted with other cultures and 
opinions.

Dana Younnis, a Moroccan 
fan, said: “I came from Moroc-
co with my family to spend the 
World Cup period here, enjoy 
the events and the atmosphere 
of the matches and support our 
national team. It is wonderful. 
The events are so plentiful that 
you can visit a different new spe-
cial event every day. The atmos-
phere in the fan zone at Al-Bidaa 
Park is fantastic.

“The atmosphere is extraor-
dinary. We have a lot of events 
and activities. The month we are 
spending here is so wonderful. 
I walk the streets every day and 
sleep only for a few hours, because 
I don’t want to miss any event. I 
try to enjoy the atmosphere of the 
World Cup as much as possible, 
because this is an opportunity that 
comes only once in a lifetime, we 
must enjoy it”.

Sana Qadri another Moroc-
can fan said: “Life in Qatar is 
beautiful, and the atmosphere 
since the beginning of the month 
is like no other. Doha is beauti-
fully decorated, events are be-
ing held everywhere, and the 
atmosphere great.” Praising the 
facilities for the fans and organi-
sation of the World Cup matches, 
Qadri said that Qatar 2022 will 
go down as the best edition of 
the World Cup ever. This tourna-
ment is special and unique. “We 
support all Arab national teams, 
especially the Moroccan national 
team”, she said.

“I did not hesitate to come to 
Qatar with my friends to cheer 
on our national team and sup-
port it during the World Cup. I 
liked Qatar very much, I liked 
the organisation, cleanliness, 
security, hospitality and good re-
ception,” she added.

Ruqaya bin Harith said: 
“Since the start of the tourna-
ment, I have been watching the 

matches in the fans’ zone. I have 
chosen it because it is different 
from the rest of the places. There 
are many areas that display the 
matches and have large screens, 
but at the Al-Bidaa Park fan zone 
you will find people from differ-
ent nationalities who have come 
specifically to encourage their 
teams and feel the atmosphere of 
the tournament in a different and 
distinctive way.”

The Doha Corniche is one of 
the most important landmarks 
hosting a series of entertainment 
events aimed at fans from all 
over the world. It is witness to a 
distinctive carnival atmosphere 
along the 6-kilometre stretch 
from Sheraton Doha hotel to 
the Museum of Islamic Art Park. 
Visitors can be seen enjoying ar-
tistic performances and cultural 
activities, getting a taste of dif-
ferent types of food and bever-
ages or making purchases from 
shops.

For Abdulrahman Mahdi, 
the Doha Corniche is the first en-
tertainment destination due to 
the festive carnival atmosphere 
and entertainment and cultural 
programmes full of unique activ-
ities. It has events for all mem-
bers of the family in designated 
mass event areas and fan zones. 
He pointed out that water shows 
synchronised with sound and 
visual effects add to the excite-
ment and fun.

Mohammed Yaghi, a Pales-
tinian-American who is a Mo-
rocco fan, expressed his happi-
ness to be in Doha to support the 
team he loves, noting that this 
is the first time he has visited 
Qatar. “It is really a beautiful, 
clean country. The people are 
welcoming and friendly. We vis-
ited many places including Souq 
Waqif and Doha Corniche, and 
attended one of the matches at 
Al Bayt Stadium. Indeed, the sta-
dium is wonderfully designed.”

European Parliament 
resolution on Qatar’s 
human rights record 
rejected by officials of 
Arab Parliament body
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The Association of Secretaries General of Arab Parliaments expressed its 
rejection of any interference in the internal affairs of the State of Qatar or 
any of the Arab countries, calling on the European Parliament to stop this 
behaviour and respect international conventions and norms, and the sover-
eignty of states in a way that achieves the interest of all and enhances the 
concept of coexistence.

Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC) has kept ambulance service teams ready to provide rapid emergency response for people with critical medical conditions around the clock throughout the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.
“Throughout the FIFA World Cup our Ambulance Service teams are ready to provide rapid emergency response for people with critical medical conditions, 24 hours a day, seven days a week,” the HMC said in a tweet.

HMC READY FOR EMERGENCY RESPONSE 24X7
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QNA 
DOHA

PRIME Minister and Minister 
of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al 
Thani chaired the Cabinet’s 
meeting at the Amiri Diwan on 
Wednesday.

Following the meeting, 
Minister of State for Cabinet 
Affairs said the Cabinet con-
sidered and took the appropri-
ate decisions on a draft law for 
issuing child’s rights law, study 
on the joint and specialised 
committees.

The Cabinet also consid-
ered a report of the Grievance 
Committee of Qatar Financial 
Markets Authority on the re-
sults of its work.

The Committee, estab-
lished by Qatar Financial Mar-
kets Authority (QFMA) under 
the chairmanship of one of the 
presidents at the Court of Ap-
peal and the membership of 
two judges from the Court of 
Appeal and two experts in the 

field of securities transactions, 
is concerned with adjudicating 
grievances in respect of some 
resolutions issued by the Au-
thority.

The Cabinet also reviewed 
the annual reports on the results 
of the work of the Permanent 
Committee for Monitoring Fuel 
Filling and Storage Stations.

The Committee is dedi-
cated to developing general 
and uniform specifications 
and standards required for 
the fuel filling and storage 

stations in accordance with 
the general standards of Qa-
tar energy on health, safety 
and environment; setting the 
necessary measures to ensure 
safety regarding general plan-
ning, design, construction, 
operation and maintenance 
of fuel filling and storage sta-
tions in a manner that en-
sures the rehabilitation of the 
stations to keep pace with the 
State’s urban development; 
determining the type of activi-
ties permitted within the fuel 
filling and storage stations; 
and assessing the existing fuel 
filling and storage stations 
and indicate their compatibil-
ity with approved regulations 
and standards.

The Cabinet considered 
and took the appropriate deci-
sions on the outcome of the 110 
session of the Arab Economic 
and Social Council at the min-
isterial level, and the outcome 
of the 12th Ministerial Confer-
ence of the World Trade Or-
ganization (WTO).

ASHRAF SIDDIQUI
DOHA

THE Filipino community in Qa-
tar, with the support of Qatar’s 
Ministry of Culture, Philippine 
Embassy in Qatar and Kuli-
narya Qatar, a Filipino com-
munity forum, recently held a 
Philippine Cultural Night at the 
Bait Al Sulaiti, Cultural Center, 
Doha, to show solidarity to Qa-
tar on the ongoing FIFA World 
Cup 2022.

The event was attended by 
Monica Remsy Calangian, third 
secretary and vice-consul of the 
Philippine Embassy; Camille 
Manlapaz, cultural attache at 
Philippine Embassy; Maryam 
Yassin Al Hammadi, culture 
and arts director; Jamal Fayez, 
cultural consultant; and Nezha 
Slaou, coordinator.

Qatar-based Filipino art-
ists entertained the audience 
with their skillful and energetic 

performances, showcasing rich 
Philippine heritage and cul-
ture such as Kundiman songs, 
piano performances by Maes-
tro Dexter De Lara Tumang, 
Maharlikan Vocal Ensemble 
Philippines song ‘Ilay Gandan-
gan’ (song for the sun), Filipino 
Maguindanao folk song about 
the people praying for the sun to 
touch down their land, among 
other songs.  

The event also featured 
modern harana songs using vio-
lin by RJ Andi of Qabayan Radio 
and special song by Munting 
Prinsesa 2017, Unica De Vera 
and Brian Joseph Sales. BIMAK 
Qatar Chapter - OTTK Cultural 
Dancers, alcer performed the 
PATTONG, in celebration of 
weddings which also featured a 
courtship dance which is usually 
performed in fiesta or occasion 

to drive away evil spirits and en-
lighten feelings. 

Another highlight of the 
programme was the Sagala or 
Cultural Dress parade by Munt-
ing Prinsipe and Prinsesa 2022 
participants organised by Ric 
& Mrs JeanTrix Vera followed 
by the Celso Collado Dahil Fil-
ipiniana Couture Fashion Show 
managed by Jenny Pascual of 
JennyRtistic and team. 

Filipiniana and cultural 
dress, arts and crafts were also 
displayed at exhibition area by 
Alyaqout Flower. 

Also on the spotlight were 
talented Filipino artists led by 
B.E.S.T. Club; Scribble artist 
and award-winning street pho-
tographer Arsenio Nidoy Jr. 
fondly called Artsenic, as well 
as JiArt, AlbertD and other tal-
ented artists.  

A healthy Filipino food prep-
aration and cooking session was 
demonstrated by Salad Master 
and Filipino Food exhibit by 
Filipino Hot Pack and DEQADA 
Restaurant, two of the best Fili-
pino restaurants in Qatar.

Kulinarya chair Dahlia Su-
ratos Agbanlog expressed the 
group’s sincere gratitude to the 
Ministry of Culture and Arts Di-
rector at the ministry Maryam 
Yassin Al Hammadi, Cultural 
Consultant Jamal Fayez and 
Coordinator Nezha Slaoui for 
giving them the opportunity to 
promote Philippine cultural di-
versity through arts, dance, mu-
sic, dress and food.

Kulinarya Qatar Dream 
Team members Layla Bernal, 
Belle Castro Modin, Joseph Tin-
tin Rivera and John Del Rosa-
rio jointly hosted the event and 
thanked various Filipino com-
munity leaders and groups who 
attended the event.

Cabinet considers draft law on child’s rights

FIFA World Cup 2022: Filipino community shows its 
solidarity with Qatar through cultural performances

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

PRIMARY Health Care Corpo-
ration’s Screen for Life – Breast 
& Bowel screening programme 
registered a total of 1,305 wom-
en who did their mammograms 
and 1,966 other women sched-
uled to do their screening during 
the October campaign. 

The PHCC’s main goal is pro-
viding best preventive and cura-
tive health services to the popu-
lation. The Breast and Bowel 
screening programme is one 
of the most important preven-
tive services in the corporation 
as the programme is concerned 
with enriching awareness about 
the importance of screening and 
its role in life saving. 

The programme continues 
to develop and update the ser-
vices to ensure highest level 
of quality for the public. From 
this standpoint, the programme 
reactivated one of the services 
and announced the successful 
conclusion of the national breast 
cancer awareness campaign.

Since its launch during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, there has 
been a significant engagement 
towards Bowel cancer screen-
ing home delivery service for 
screening participants and it 
has had an incredible effect on 
the number of follow ups and 
screening assessments. In or-

der to help the screening pro-
gramme to reach more people 
in the community, home deliv-
ery service of the bowel cancer 
screening has been reactivated 
via Qatar Post.

The home delivery service is 
available for free, through which 
participants will be able to have 
a telephone consultation and 
then the bowel screening kit will 
be sent to their address via Qa-
tar Post.  It will be available for 
all the targeted participants, in 
particular those who have pre-
viously completed their screen-
ings with the programme either 
once or more, patients who are 
unable to physically attend due 
to far distance or special needs 
as well as the elderly. 

In October, PHCC deliv-
ered the Breast Cancer aware-
ness campaign under the slogan 
‘Symptom free is not disease free 
- Screen to be sure!’ The slogan 
was chosen to emphasise the 
importance of getting the rou-
tine screening even if you do not 
have any symptoms, as with any 
disease there is potential pres-
ence without any symptoms.  

Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month is a yearly celebration 
held worldwide in October. The 
purpose of it is to raise aware-
ness about breast cancer and 
the signs and symptoms asso-
ciated with it, as when spotted 
earlier it is easily treatable, and 
patients can continue to live a 
healthy life. Research has also 

shown that breast cancer is one 
of the most common cancers 
among women, therefore the 
significance of this campaign is 
extremely heightened. 

Dr Shaikha Abu Shaikha, 
director of the screening pro-
grammes at PHCC, said: “This 
year, we have successfully ex-
perienced a high level of en-
gagement from our communi-
ties and the partnership across 
health sectors has been the key 
to ensuring that we reach our 
target audience.”

One key aspect of the na-
tional breast and bowel cancer 
screening programme is rais-
ing public awareness through 
such campaigns. Breast Can-
cer Awareness campaign aims 

to educate the public on the 
various signs and symptoms of 
breast cancer. While doing so, 
the public are learning the sig-
nificance of routinely screen-
ing and what are the steps to be 
taken to access screening.

The month-long compre-
hensive campaign included 
print and social media efforts, 
and public engagement aware-
ness activities, including lec-
tures and activation health 
awareness booths. 

 Doha Festival City was one 
of the major supporters of Oc-
tober campaign where PHC had 
awareness booths from October 
13 to 15 and October 20 to 22 as 
well as in-mall advertisement.  
Health awareness Booths were 

also present at nine different 
locations within PHCC head-
quarters building, Al Wajbah, 
Umm Slal, Mesaimeer, Raw-
dat Al Khail, Leabaib, Wakra, 
Muaither and Al Daayen health 
centres. Specialists at the booth 
educated visitors on the impor-
tance of breast cancer screening 
and registered the ladies in the 
target population to be called for 
the screening. 

Furthermore, awareness for 
the campaign was also pushed 
by lectures about breast cancer 
and the importance of screen-
ing. There was a total of 12 
awareness lectures presented 
to the staff working at compa-
nies and schools. PHCC also had 
collaboration with social media 
influencers to remind women 
about the importance of regular 
screening.

As part of their efforts to en-
gage the public, the PHCC team 
also distributed giveaways at the 
screening suites. The campaign 
was also supported by Qatar En-
ergy, WISH walkathon and sev-
eral schools which distributed 
giveaways and the health educa-
tion flyers.

“It is vital that we always 
remember that screening saves 
lives. Therefore, we must always 
ensure that we are up-to-date 
with our screening to detect the 
presence of disease at an early 
stage. 

PHCC’s cancer screening programme carries 
out mammograms for 1,305 women in October

Deputy Amir sends 
condolences to 
president of China
THE Deputy Amir His High-
ness Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Hamad Al Thani sent a 
cable of condolences to 
President of China Xi Jin-
ping on the death of former 
president Jiang Zemin. 
(QNA)

Prime Minister 
sends condolences 
to president of 
China
PRIME Minister and Minister 
of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz 
Al Thani sent a cable of 
condolences to President of 
China Xi Jinping on the death 
of former president Jiang 
Zemin. (QNA)

News 
in brief

The month-long comprehensive campaign included print and social media efforts, and public engagement awareness activities.
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Vodafone, My Book 
Qatar partner to give 
football fans access 
to hundreds of offers 
and exciting discounts

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AS part of its latest ‘We Fan Together’ cam-
paign, Vodafone Qatar and My Book Qatar have 
partnered to launch a range of exciting ‘Discov-
er and Save’ benefits for international tourists 
and football fans who visit Qatar in November 
and December 2022. 

Fans can access these offers via the Voda-
fone Unlimited Data plus Voice Fan Pack, which 
gives users unlimited data and thousands of 
minutes, as well as 22GB GCC Roaming for sev-
en days for just $20. Customers will be able to 
get access to hundreds of offers across Qatar to 
discover and save on the best experiences that 
the country has to offer. Vodafone Fan Sims 
and packs are available at Hamad International 
Airport, all entry points and hundreds of other 
locations in Qatar. 

International tourists and football fans sim-
ply need to purchase the Vodafone Unlimited 
Data plus Voice Fan Pack and use their Voda-
fone Prepaid number to activate hundreds of 
discounts and offers across Qatar, which can be 
redeemed until December 18, 2022. 

Customers of the Vodafone Fan Pack will get 
complimentary access to hundreds of offers and 
discounts across dining, cafes, fast food, theme 
parks, entertainment, spas, gyms, salons and 
more. The discounts and offers are provided 
through the Vodafone My Book ‘Discover & 
Save’ application.

Diego Camberos, chief operating officer of 
Vodafone Qatar, said: “Our partnership with 
My Book Qatar is yet another example of how, 
through our We Fan Together Campaign, we 
are empowering fans to have the best experi-
ence during their time in Qatar. As the unoffi-
cial sponsor of fans and by harnessing innova-
tion and technology, as well as partnering with 
other leaders in the industry, we are committed 
to delivering the most exciting and impactful 
initiatives that help fans connect and unite as 
they enjoy everything that Qatar has to offer at 
this exciting time in our history.”

The Vodafone My Book platform features 
location-based services that allow users to find 
outlets based on proximity. Outlet searches can 
be based on malls such as Doha Festival City or 
Mall of Qatar, or by area such as The Pearl Qa-
tar or West Bay. Users can also search for din-
ing options based on cuisine and can access a 
savings calculator that allows them to view the 
savings that can be claimed for each offer.

“Our team at My Book Qatar is proud to 
partner with one of the country’s most well-
known organisations, Vodafone Qatar,” said 
Abdullah Soomro, CEO, My Book Qatar. “Our 
platform is a ‘Discover and Save’ platform that 
aims to help consumers save money through of-
fers and discounts, through its wide network of 
over 1,000 outlets across various categories. It 
was the first local Qatari company in the coun-
try that allowed customers to redeem offers us-
ing their smartphones. Our aim with this latest 
partnership with Vodafone is to drive the dis-
covery of Qatar-based brands and businesses 
among international tourists, and provide great 
value and savings to them over the next few 
weeks.” 

Users of Vodafone’s Unlimited Data plus 
Voice Fan Pack can use the Vodafone My Book 
App offers to get high-value discounts on ad-
venture tours, dining and more at merchants 
located at The Pearl, Katara, Msheireb Down-
town, Lusail and in popular malls. These in-
clude Sealine Beach Resort, 365 Adventures, 
National Cruise, Discover Arabia, Alghais Div-
ing Centre, Ronautica Middle East, Poseiden 
Diving Centre, Trampo Extreme, In-land Sea 
tours, Adventure Room, Société Artisanal Bak-
ery, Maki Restaurant, Rustic Loft, Sugar Café, 
OCA, Salt, City Centre Rotana Hotel, Magnolia 
Bakery, Haagen Dazs, Kaldi 850 Coffee & more.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
(MoCI), in cooperation with Nasser Bin Khaled 
Automobiles, Qatar’s Mercedes-Benz dealer-
ship, has announced the recall of Mercedes-
Benz A Class and CLA 2019-2020 models, as 
the electronic transmission control unit soft-
ware does not correspond with the latest series 
production configuration possibly causing the 
vehicle not to start.

The ministry said the recall campaign 
comes within the framework of its ongoing 
efforts to protect consumers and ensure that 

dealers follow up on vehicle defects and re-
pairs.

The ministry said that it will coordinate 
with the dealer to follow up on the maintenance 
and repair works and will communicate with 
customers to ensure that the necessary repairs 
are carried out. 

The ministry urged all customers to report any 
violations to its Consumer Protection and Anti-
Commercial Fraud Department, which processes 
complaints, inquires and suggestions through Call 
Center: 16001, email: info@moci.gov.qa, Twitter 
@MOCIQATAR, Instagram MOCIQATAR and 
the ministry’s mobile application available on iP-
hone and Android devices MOCI_QATAR

MoCI recalls Mercedes-Benz A 
Class & CLA 2019-2020 models

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR National Library’s (QNL) 
Preservation and Conservation Re-
gional Center for Arab Countries 
and the Middle East organised a re-
gional training course on the resto-
ration and conservation of antique 
parchment. 

The course was held in collabo-
ration with the National Laboratory 
for the Preservation and Conserva-
tion of Parchment and Manuscripts 
(NLPCPM) in Kairouan, Tunisia 
and UNESCO.

Held at the NLPCPM, which 
contains one of the largest collec-
tions of parchments in the world, 
the six-day training course provided 
participants from a number of Arab 
countries, including Yemen, Iraq, 
Lebanon, Kuwait, Oman, Libya and 
Algeria, with practical information 
about the restoration and preserva-
tion of ancient parchments and the 
stages of how to clean and restore 
them, as well as lectures on the de-
velopment of manuscripts and writ-
ing on parchments. 

The ancient library of Kairouan, 
which is affiliated with the NLP-
CPM, is notable for having a sub-
stantial part of its collection writ-
ten on parchment. This collection 

of parchments is one of the largest 
and best-known in the Arab and Is-
lamic world. It is made up of three 
integral sections: documents and le-

gal instruments, books on the prin-
ciples of jurisprudence (the earliest 
of which go back to 231 AH / 846 
CE), and finally, elegant copies of 

the Qur’an written on parchment, 
whose combined folios number 
more than 39,000. 

The library, in its role in sup-
porting the preservation of docu-
mentary heritage in the Arab region, 
conducts programmes and profes-
sional workshops to raise the capa-
bilities and skills of workers in the 
fields of conservation and preserva-
tion. 

With state-of-the-art labora-
tories for conservation and resto-
ration and an advanced scientific 
laboratory equipped with the most 
important technologies, the library’s 
experts can conduct studies and re-
search on the components of manu-
scripts such as dyes, inks and paper. 

This training course is just one 
of many projects organised by the 
library in the last two years that con-
tinued even in light of the pandem-
ic, when a large number of virtual 
courses were hosted. In addition to 
publishing standards and technical 
guides in Arabic on documentary 
heritage topics with the objective 
of improving preservation and con-
servation across the region, it also 
supports other Arab libraries with a 
series of activities and initiatives to 
promote, disseminate and improve 
preservation and conservation prac-
tices.

Rayan Travel and 
Tours opens new 
branch at Yacht Club

QNL trains experts on restoration & 
conservation of antique parchments

Head of Rayan Travel and Tours Zaheer Yousuf 
leads the soft opening of new branch at Yacht Club 
Tram Station, Lusail. The official opening ceremo-
ny will be held later. Rayan Travel and Tours is of-
fering special packages for fun-filled activities for 
fans and guests visiting Qatar for FIFA World Cup 
2022. For enquiries, contact 44418587, 55130633 
and 55516780. (TNN)

MURAIKHI MEETS DUTCH SPORTS MINISTER

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs HE Sultan bin Saad Al Muraikhi on Wednesday met with Minister of 
Sports of the Netherlands Conny Helder, who is currently in the country to attend part of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 activities. During the meeting, they discussed the bilateral relations. (QNA)

Parchment conservation practice with attendees from Iraq.

Participants from Arab countries at the regional training course on the restoration and conservation of antique parchment in Tunisia. 

Parchment conservation practice with attendees from Kuwait and Libya.



AshrAf siddiqui
Doha

The embassy of the Republic 
of Korea in Doha and Korea 
Tourism Organization have 
chosen the Corniche to pro-
mote tourism to the country, 
under the title of ‘To Korea, 
Cheer Together’, on the side-
lines of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. 

This was the first major 
event organised by Korea 
since its opening to tourists 
from the GCC countries early 
in April this year following the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The event was held at the 
Korean Pavilion in the pres-
ence of Korea’s Minister of 
Culture, Sports and Tour-
ism Park Bo-gyoon. It was 
in addition to another spe-
cial event, titled ‘Team Ko-

rea, Cheer Together!‘, which 
aimed to cheer up the Korean 
national football team com-
peting in the FIFA World 
Cup 2022.

The Korean pavilion 

showcases the country’s vast 
cultural heritage and tourism 
attractions through a host 
of shows and performances, 
such as the traditional cloth-
ing (hanbok), arts and crafts, 

Taekwondo performance, Ko-
rean calligraphy and K-Pop 
performances. The pavilion 
will remain open until end of 
FIFA World Cup on Decem-
ber 18, allowing the visitors 

to explore fun filled activities 
and collect all the information 
about the country.

Korea opened itself to 
foreign visitors in a phased 
manner early this year after 

a two-year lockdown. Na-
tionals from Qatar and the 
GCC countries can travel to 
Korea by applying on the K-
eTA website 48 hours prior 
to the travel.
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‘FIFa World cup Qatar an achievement for entire arab world’

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

The FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 is in full swing and fans 
across the globe are enjoying 
a festival of football at eight 
state-of-the-art stadiums. For 
Qatar Legacy Ambassadors Ah-
mad Khalil, Ibrahim Khalfan 
and Adel Khamis, the tourna-
ment is proving a huge success 
for the entire Middle east and 
Arab world. 

“everyone who has made 
their way to Qatar has been 

amazed by this once-in-a-life-
time festival. From beautiful 
stadiums to wonderful cultural 
experiences, fans are able to 
immerse themselves in our 
signature hospitality and en-
joy world-class football,” said 
Khamis, a former attacking 
midfielder for the Qatar na-
tional team.

Many of the incredible ven-
ues showcase local culture, in-
cluding the magnificent Al Bayt 
Stadium, with its structure in-
spired by the tents used by no-
madic peoples.

“The FIFA World Cup in 
Qatar is an achievement for the 
entire Arab world. It gives us 
the opportunity to celebrate our 

culture, while showing off our 
football pedigree. For far too 
long, this region has been ste-
reotyped without us having the 
opportunity to show the world 
that we are talented, deter-
mined and peace-loving people. 
This World Cup has given the 
opportunity to change all that,” 
said Khalfan, considered to be 

one of Qatar’s greatest wingers 
of all time.

A total of four Arab teams are 
taking part in the tournament, 
with hosts Qatar competing in a 
World Cup for the first time. The 
Maroons were drawn in Group 
A alongside the Netherlands, 
ecuador and Senegal. And al-
though they were knocked out 

in the group stage, Khalil sees 
the tournament as an important 
milestone for local football. 

“even though Qatar’s results 
were not what we hoped for, 
the World Cup will be yet an-
other milestone for the sport’s 
growth in the country. It will be 
a memorable experience that 
will motivate a new generation 
of players to play on the biggest 
football stage in the world. Qa-
tar’s footballing future is bright 
– and this tournament will be 
a huge catalyst for further suc-
cess,” said Khalil, who led Qatar 
to the Arabian Gulf Cup in 1992.

he added: “What we have 
achieved goes beyond foot-
ball. It’s an achievement that 
brought together our talent and 
determination, and embodies 
our vision to build a modern na-
tion that celebrates humanity 
and excellence.”

Korea promotes tourism on sidelines of FIFA WC Qatar

Qatar disrupted all smear 
campaigns and proved its 
abilities: Parliamentarians

qnA
Doha

SeVeRAL parliamentarians have con-
firmed that Qatar has demonstrated 
exceptional capabilities in organising 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 and 
offered an honourable image of the 
region to the world, while promoting 
the cultural communication among 
peoples and nations, and disrupting all 
misinformation and smear campaigns 
that underestimated its organizational 
capabilities.

In his statement to Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), Member of the Yemeni 
parliament and President of the League 
of Parliamentarians for Al Quds Sheikh 
hamid bin Abdullah Al Ahmar said 
that Qatar has presented an honour-
able image of the Arabs and Muslims 
through the impressive hosting of the 
World Cup, and succeeded in counter-
ing the misinformation campaigns that 
intended to distort the tournament 
which is organised for the first time in 
the Middle east.

“Through the impressive organiza-
tion of the World Cup, Qatar presented 
an honourable image of the Arabs and 
Muslims, in addition to introducing the 
Arab and Islamic culture to the world.  
every visitor to Qatar will realise how 
the country is proud of its Arab and 
Islamic culture, and its keenness to in-
troduce this culture to the world with its 
openness, while  welcoming all authen-
tic cultures and traditions of different 
peoples of the world,” Al Ahmar added.

President of the League of Parlia-
mentarians for Al Quds also lauded 
Qatar’s support for the Palestinian 
cause and the country’s vital role in 
supporting the Palestinian people and 
the Jerusalemites.

Member of the Indonesian parlia-
ment and Deputy-Chairman of the 
Global Organization of Parliamentar-
ians Against Corruption (GOPAC) Dr 
Fadli Zon said Qatar offers an excep-
tional World Cup, while promoting 
the spirit of the cultural and civilized 
communication among the peoples 
through the tournament and con-
demning the racial campaigns un-
leashed against the tournament which 
is organized for the first time in an 
Arab and Muslim state.

Dr Zon lauded the sports infrastruc-
ture Qatar has built for the tournament, 
which included eight stadiums. he 
outlined the cultural messages Qatar 
conveys through this global event to 
promote the superb image of Islam and 
thwart the intentional smear campaigns 
unleashed against the religion.

The campaigns that target Qatar’s 
tournament reflect the western dou-
ble standards, while some circles in the 
west are trying to impose their culture 
on others, he said, adding that this dem-
onstrates that they do not accept the cul-
ture of others.

head of the Romanian Parliamenta-
ry Friendship Group with State of Qatar 
Mirela Furtuna congratulated Qatar for 
the exceptional organizational capabili-

ties showcased during World Cup 2022, 
underlining that this edition of the tour-
nament is the best so far.

She pointed out that Qatar has suc-
ceeded in hosting and organizing the 
tournament, in addition to offering a 
conducive environment for the visitors 
from different cultures who enjoy secu-
rity, safety, respect and appreciation. It 
does not matter who will win in the end, 
but the most important thing is respect 
for the culture of this country, including 
its laws and values, as Qatar has proven 
its capability to gather people from di-
verse cultures safely and securely, she 
said. She also pointed out that Qatar 
is a reliable mediator in establishing 
peace and stability in the region and 
the world, and has already succeeded in 
proving its organizational capabilities 
for the sporting events.

The fake news will diminish, while 
this beautiful impression left by the 
tournament will remain for those 
who love football, she said, hailing the 
level of relations between her country 
and Qatar, underlining Romania’s de-
sire to pursue further development of 
relations and opening major coopera-
tion prospects in various fields, such 
as information technology, agricul-
ture and natural gas.

Gu-Q brings World cup
fever to Washington dc

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

AS sports fans from across the globe 
began streaming into Doha, QF part-
ner Georgetown University in Qatar 
(GU-Q) brought a range of student-
athlete activities, academic lectures 
and World Cup kickoff celebrations to 
Georgetown University in Washing-
ton, DC, aimed at strengthening the 
bonds between both campuses.

The week-long series of events 
included the DC-Doha Dialogue ini-
tiative for GU-Q student athletes, who 
learned about the community devel-
opment initiatives of a local NGO, 
visited sporting facilities in DC, and 
cheered at a Washington Wizards 
NBA basketball game. Besides, at a 
sit-down meeting with executive Di-
rector Fatima Al-Dosari of the Qatar 
America Institute for Culture (QAIC), 
they learned about the non-profit’s 
work in strengthening cultural under-
standing between the two nations.

Dialogue participants were also 
invited to a special lunch hosted by 
GU-Q Dean Dr Safwan Masri. “Break-
ing bread with GU-Q students and 
alumni taking part in the DC-Doha 
Dialogue and their Georgetown Uni-
versity peers was a wonderful oppor-
tunity to enjoy an excellent meal while 
building and strengthening connec-
tions within our GU-Q community 
and across both of our campuses,” 
noted Masri.

While in DC, the dean offered 
opening remarks at lectures featur-
ing GU-Q and international sports 
scholars covering Qatar’s historic role 
as host of the World Cup and the ex-
periences of being both sports schol-
ars and sports enthusiasts. The dean 
also hosted an exciting and widely-at-
tended FIFA World Cup kickoff party 
and invited everyone to attend match 
viewings organized on the DC campus 
in the weeks ahead.

International Politics major Abdul 
hannan said meeting local athletes 
and sports and civil society advocates 
will have a lasting impact: “I felt in-
spired by their work ethic, passion, and 
perseverance in their respective fields. 
I hope to create a structure within our 
Track and Field Club at GU-Q that pro-
motes and cultivates similar values in 
our students in education City.”

Students also gained insights into 
the history of Georgetown and its 
partnership with Qatar Foundation. 
On a tour of Georgetown’s historic 
campus, 40-year veteran of the uni-
versity John Q. Pierce shared George-
town’s role in a newly independent 
US, saying that the founders of both 
the US and Qatar “had an insight that 
if you were going to have a successful 
country you needed educated citi-
zens.” he also drew parallels between 
the highest ideals of the university and 
its international character, “which is 
very significant in relation to what we 
do in Qatar.”

Qatar Legacy  
Ambassadors see 
the tournament as a 
watershed moment 
for the region

Sheikh Hamid Al Ahmar Dr Fadli Zon Mirela Furtuna
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Overwhelming number of Pakistani expats 
volunteer services for FIFA WC Qatar 2022

A
n overwhelming num-
ber of interns, local and 
international Pakistani 
volunteers, have been 
bestowed with the op-

portunity to provide their services 
for the on-going FIFA World Cup 
2022 under way in Qatar.

Pakistanis consider Qatar as 
their second home and are very 
excited to witness the mega event 
taking place for the first time in 
the Middle East and Arab World.

Pioneers team members Fa-
had Ismail, Qaiser Khan, Ali Raza, 
Rana Anwar Ali, Abdulbasit, Ab-
dullah, Ali Khanan, Ali Shan, Atiq 
ur rasheed, Shumaz Zaki, Uzair 
Khan, Shiraz Khan, Ahmed Irshad, 
naveed Khan, Amjad Khan, Faisal 
Humayun, Ghulam Baloch, Has-
san Khan, Idrees Ismail, Kamran 
Tarakai, Raheel Marwat, Zeeshan 
Khan, Khalid Khan, and other 
team members have been oversee-
ing and extending all their support 
also for new volunteers.

“Pakistani volunteers are mo-
tivated and committed to making 
the FIFA World Cup 2022 a big 
success. During the recruitment 
process more than 500,000 peo-
ple applied to volunteer and more 
than 60,000 were interviewed 
during the recruitment process. 
The event is a huge sense of pride 
for the Muslim World. Qatar has 

made extensive arrangements with 
huge investments, be it stadiums, 
roads, infrastructure, health care 
facilities, logistics and transporta-
tion. World-class entertainment 
facilities with the presence of ce-
lebrities have added colour to the 
event,” remarked Fahad Ismail.,

“Hundreds of Pakistani stu-
dents and expats in Qatar are 
working tirelessly to ensure the 
success of the FIFA World Cup 
2022. They are working around all 
the eight World Cup stadiums in 

functional and non-functional ar-
eas to extend their unconditional 
support. Pakistani football fans 
from across the globe have also 
come to Qatar in large numbers to 
watch the matches,” noted Qaiser 
Khan.

“Although Pakistan’s national 
football team is not part of the 
mega event, Pakistan-made Adi-
das footballs are shining in the 
matches. We are happy that Qatar 
has provided us the wonderful op-
portunity of witnessing an inter-
national event being organised in 
the Middle East for the first time. 
Pakistan is also extending security 
and other support for the success 
of this mega event. This is just an-
other example of the strong rela-
tionship between the two brotherly 
countries. Besides many students 
who are assisting in engineering, 
IT, hospitality and broadcasting, 
the Pakistani community in Qatar 
is also supporting this major event 
for its success,” said Rana Anwar 
Ali.

Hundreds of Pakistanis 
living in Qatar are working 
tirelessly to ensure the 
success of the mega event

Al-Noukhaza Restaurant a hit with visiting football team
members and fans looking for authentic Pakistani cuisine

A lARGE number of fans 
and team members of FIFA 
World Cup continue to visit 
Al-noukhaza Restaurant in 

Old Souq, Al Wakra to taste authentic 
Pakistani cuisine.

The restaurant, under the new 
management headed by Abdul 
Rasheed and Muhammad Zunair, is a 
welcome addition to a wide range of 
restaurants offering authentic Paki-
stani cuisine in Qatar. 

The outlet set in traditional Arabic 
architectural ambiance has beauti-
fully-decorated rooms where families 
can enjoy their food in complete pri-
vacy. 

Customers can order 
dishes from a carefully 
prepared menu as 
the restaurant 
m a n a g e m e n t 
is dedicatedly 
working towards 
meeting the ex-
pectations of its 
valued customers 

and providing them the best taste and 
memorable experience. 

They have introduced a wide-
variety of menu 

to suit every palate. A large variety of 
distinctive chicken, mutton, fish, ve-
gies, curries, barbecue and rice dishes 
are available.

The restaurant is open from 8am 
until 12 midnight. For more de-

tails, please contact Ab-
dul Rasheed (mobile: 
55387832) and Mu-
hammad Zunair (mo-
bile: 55368122).



AGENCIES 

GLOBAL wages fell in 2022 for the first 
time since the global financial crisis due 
to soaring living costs, threatening to 
worsen inequality and drive social un-
rest, the United Nations labour agency 
has warned.

Monthly wages dropped 0.9 percent 
in real terms in the first half of 2022 
– the first negative wage growth since 
2008, the International Labour Organi-
zation (ILO) said in its latest global wage 
report released on Wednesday.

Lower-income groups have been hit 
especially hard after suffering signifi-
cant wage losses during the COVID-19 
pandemic, according to the ILO’s Global 
Wage Report 2022–23.

Despite rises to keep up with infla-
tion, the minimum wage fell in real terms 
from 2020-2022 in Bulgaria, Spain, Sri 
Lanka, South Korea, the United Kingdom 
and the United States, the ILO said.

Meanwhile, overall wages were lower 
in real terms in 2022 than in 2008 in 

Italy, Japan, Mexico and the UK.
The slump in wages comes despite 

rising productivity, with 2022 showing 

the biggest gap between real labour pro-
ductivity growth and real wage growth 
in high-income countries since 1999, ac-
cording to the report.

ILO Director-General Gilbert F 
Houngbo said the deterioration in real 
wages would likely continue without tar-
geted policy responses by governments.

“This would increase the probabil-
ity of a deeper recession, a risk that is 
already worsening due to the restrictive 
monetary policies adopted by central 
banks in their efforts to bring down infla-
tion,” Houngbo said.

“This in turn would endanger the eco-
nomic and employment recovery, further 
increasing inequalities and fuelling so-
cial unrest. In this time of growing social 
and economic uncertainties and insecu-
rity, it is vital to rebuild and strengthen 
people’s sense of social justice and social 
cohesion.” The war in Ukraine and pan-
demic-related supply chain bottlenecks 
have pushed up food and energy costs, 
sending inflation in many countries to its 
highest level in 40 years.

UN warns of social unrest after ‘striking’ drop in global wages

Former Chinese leader Jiang 
Zemin dies, aged 96

DPA 
BEIJING 

FORMER Chinese state and 
communist party leader Jiang 
Zemin has died at the age of 96, 
according to state news agency 
Xinhua on Wednesday.

The former president died at 
noon on Wednesday as a result 
of leukaemia and after multiple 
organ failure, Xinhua reported. 
All attempts to save him had 
failed, it added.

There had been rumours 
that the former leader had died 
or was unwell in recent weeks.

Flags on important govern-
ment buildings will remain at 
half-mast until the day of the 
funeral, reported Xinhua, which 
has not yet been announced.

In accordance with Chinese 
custom, no representatives 
from abroad would be invited, 
though many high-ranking Par-
ty members will be in attend-
ance.

Following the announce-
ment of his death, state media 
hailed “Comrade Jiang Zemin” 
as an “outstanding leader with 
high prestige” and called him 

a “great Marxist and a great 
proletarian revolutionary”. He 
was general secretary of the 
Communist Party from 1989 to 
2002 and president from 1993 
to 2003.

After the bloody suppres-

sion of the democracy move-
ment on June 4, 1989, and the 
overthrow of the reformist party 
leader Zhao Ziyang, Jiang - then 
mayor of Shanghai - was el-
evated to the post of new party 
leader, leading China through 
an era of unprecedented eco-
nomic growth.

The wave of protests against 
China’s harsh zero COVID pol-
icy at the weekend has already 
led to speculation whether 
demonstrators might now use 
mourning for Jiang as a prereq-
uisite for new protest actions. 
The large numbers of police 
officers amassed in the major 
cities are ready to try to prevent 
any rebellion.

In accordance with Chinese 
custom, no representatives 
from abroad would be invited.  

Belgium opens biggest-ever criminal trial

AGENCIES 

BELGIUM has launched its 
biggest-ever criminal trial, a 
landmark prosecution of peo-
ple accused of directing or aid-
ing 2016 bombings in Brussels‘ 
metro and airport that killed 32 
people.

The prime French suspect 
in the dock on Wednesday con-
firmed his identity as proceed-
ings began: “Abdeslam Salah, 
33, electrical mechanic.” Salah 
gained notoriety after being 
convicted in a separate trial in 
France for his role in the 2015 
attacks in Paris that killed 130 
people.

Only one of the nine defend-
ants present, 30-year-old Osa-
ma Krayem, refused to stand 
as they were presented to the 
high-security court, a purpose-
built space in the disused for-

mer headquarters of the NATO 
alliance.

A 10th suspect, 33-year-old 
Oussama Atar, is believed to 
have been killed in Syria.

Wednesday’s hearing kicked 
off a selection for the jury drawn 
from a huge poll of more than 
1,000 citizens.

The court was to choose 12 
jurors and 24 potential replace-
ments who will need to attend 
near-daily sessions of a months-
long process leading into the 
next year.

On December 5, the main 
evidential hearings will begin.

The November 13, 2015 
Paris attacks and the March 22, 
2016 suicide bombings in Brus-
sels were claimed by the ISIL 
(ISIS) armed group, and investi-
gators believe they were carried 
out by the same Belgium-based 
cell, which includes Abdeslam.

The group was planning 
more violence, allegedly includ-
ing attacks on the Euro 2016 
football cup in France, but acted 
quickly after Abdeslam was ar-
rested on March 18.

Four days later, on March 
22, two bombers blew them-
selves up in Brussels airport and 
another in a city centre metro 
station near the headquarters of 
the European Union.

Alongside those killed, hun-
dreds of travellers and transport 
staff were maimed and six years 
on many victims, relatives and 
rescuers remain traumatised.

Five of the nine defendants 
to appear in the dock in Belgium 
have already been convicted in 
the French trial, including Ab-
deslam. He is serving life with-
out parole in France and faces a 
further sentence in Belgium.

Five of the nine defendants over the 2016 
bombings have already been convicted in a 
separate French trial. 

Defendants Osama Krayem and Salah Abdeslam (R) arrive at the open-
ing of the trial against the nine alleged jihadists accused of taking part in 
the March 2016 suicide bombings, in Brussels on Wednesday. 

The empty Westbahnhof railway station in Vienna 
is seen in the background as a woman crosses a 
bridge on Monday, during a warning strike of the 
railway workers over a wage dispute. 
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BRUSSELS: The European Commission on Wednesday laid out 
the basis to set up a special court to investigate and prosecute 
Russia for crimes of aggression against Ukraine. The EU execu-
tive arm also outlined how Russian assets - frozen from Western 
sanctions - can be used as a possible source of funding to re-
build Ukraine. “Russia’s horrific crimes will not go unpunished,” 
Ursula von der Leyen, president of the commission, said in a 
video on Twitter to announce the move, recalling alleged atroci-
ties discovered in the Kiev suburb of Bucha. While backing the 
International Criminal Court’s (ICC) investigations of Russia for 
war crimes, among other things, the commission wants to set up 
an alternative means of investigating Russian crimes of aggres-
sion. This is due to the ICC’s lack of competence to prosecute 
the offence as Russia does not recognise the court’s jurisdiction 
in this legal area, an options paper sent to EU member states 
said. Instead, the commission wants to set up an international 
tribunal on the basis of a multinational treaty. Another option 
would be to establish a so-called hybrid tribunal based on 
Ukraine’s national laws and integrated into international proce-
dures with international judges involved to investigate crimes of 
aggression. Both possibilities for a tribunal to prosecute Russia 
for crimes of aggression would need require backing from the 
United Nations, the commission said. (DPA)

EU Commission wants tribunal for 
Russia’s aggression of Ukraine

News 
in brief

Channel crossings in Britain top 43,000 
so far this year
LONDON: More than 43,000 migrants have crossed the Channel 
to Britain so far this year, according to PA’s government figures 
collected throughout the year. The Ministry of Defence said 884 
people were detected in 17 boats on Tuesday, an average of 
around 52 per boat, which brought the figures for 2022 up to 
43,500. These figures come as a man is due in court after at 
least 27 migrants drowned while trying to cross the Channel in 
a dinghy last year. Harem Ahmed Abwbaker, who was arrested in 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, on Tuesday, faces being extradited 
to France. The 32-year-old is suspected of being a member of 
an organised crime gang behind the crossing in November 2021 
and is accused of the “French equivalent of manslaughter” and 
facilitating illegal immigration, the National Crime Agency (NCA) 
said. All but two of the migrants on board died after the boat 
sank. Four people are still missing. Last week, relatives of those 
who died marked the first anniversary of the tragedy and called 
on politicians to end their “poisonous rhetoric” which they said 
“breeds fear and division”. Their demands were made amid con-
cerns that French rescue services failed to respond adequately 
to the incident and as an official report from the Marine Accident 
Investigation Branch (MAIB) found the boat had reached UK 
waters. (DPA) 

Data shows drug slowing Alzheimer’s but 
doubts over effect remain
NEW YORK: Experts have welcomed full data showing an experi-
mental drug can slow cognitive decline in Alzheimer’s patients, 
but warned improvements were comparatively small and said it 
remained unclear how much difference it might make in people’s 
lives. Japanese drugmaker Eisai and its United States partner 
Biogen had announced in September that preliminary data from a 
trial of lecanemab found it slowed cognitive decline by 27 percent 
across an 18-month period. The companies on Tuesday provided 
the full results of the study on nearly 1,800 people in the earli-
est stages of the disease, the most common cause of dementia 
among older adults. Every two weeks for 18 months, study partici-
pants received intravenous lecanemab or a placebo. Researchers 
tracked them using an 18-point scale that measures cognitive 
and functional ability. Those given lecanemab declined more slow-
ly – a difference of not quite half a point on that scale, concluded 
the research team led by Christopher van Dyck at Yale University. 
That is a hard-to-understand change, but measured a different 
way, lecanemab delayed patients’ worsening by about five months 
over the course of the study, Eisai’s Dr Michael Irizarry told The 
Associated Press (AP) news agency. Also, lecanemab recipients 
were 31 percent less likely to advance to the next stage of the 
disease during the study.
“THAT translates to more time in earlier stages” when people 
function better, Irizarry said. (DPA)

At least 15 killed in Afghanistan 
school bombing, says official

AGENCIES 

AT least 15 people have been 
killed in a bomb blast at a re-
ligious school in northern Af-
ghanistan’s Samangan prov-
ince, according to a local official.

Provincial spokesman Em-
dadullah Muhajir added that 
at least 20 others were also 
wounded in the explosion in the 
school in Aybak, the capital of 
Samangan, on Wednesday.

“A blast took place around 
12:45pm inside Jahdia Madrasa 
in the centre of the city. Lots of 
boys are studying at this madra-
sa [religious school],” he said.

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility. Muhajir 
said an investigation had begun.

The federal interior ministry 
spokesperson Abdul Nafi Takor 
confirmed the blast but put the 
death toll so far at 10, with more 
injured.

“Our detective and security 
forces are working to identify 
the perpetrators of this unfor-
givable crime and bring them to 
justice,” Takor said.

A doctor in Aybak, about 
200km (124 miles) north of the 
national capital Kabul, said the 
casualties were mostly young-
sters.

“All of them are children 
and ordinary people,” he told 

the AFP news agency, asking 
not to be named.

Images and video circulat-
ing on social media – which 
could not immediately be veri-
fied – showed officials picking 
their way through bodies strewn 
across the floor of a building.

Prayer mats, shattered glass 
and other debris littered the 
scene.

The Taliban says it is fo-
cused on securing the war-torn 
nation since taking over the 
country last year.

However, several attacks 
have taken place in recent 
months, some of which have 
been claimed by the ISIL (ISIS) 
armed group.

Obaidullah Baheer, who 
teaches at the American Uni-
versity of Afghanistan, told Al 
Jazeera people are shaken by 

the attack.
“It is just so senseless, most 

of these people, the casualties, 
are children. This is a religious 
school. So, it defies logic and it 
is evil,” he said.

“It is just meant to spread 
fear. It is to show that no one is 
safe. It’s to show that they will 
hit and the ultimate goal of ter-
ror is spreading terror and that’s 
what they are achieving to do.” 

There has been a lull of a few 
weeks between major blasts tar-
geting civilians in Afghanistan, 
although several Taliban fight-
ers have been killed in isolated 
attacks.

In September, at least 54 
people – including 51 girls and 
young women – were killed 
when a suicide bomber deto-
nated a device at a hall in Kabul 
packed with hundreds of stu-

dents sitting a practice test for 
university admissions.

No group claimed responsi-
bility for that bombing, but the 
Taliban later blamed the ISIL 
and said it had killed several 
ringleaders.

In May last year, before the 
Taliban’s return to power, at 
least 85 people – mainly girls – 
were killed and about 300 were 
wounded when three bombs ex-
ploded near their school in the 
neighbourhood.

No group claimed respon-
sibility, but a year earlier ISIL 
claimed a suicide attack on an 
educational centre in the area 
that killed 24.

The Taliban – made up pri-
marily of ethnic Pashtuns – has 
pledged to protect the country’s 
minorities and clamp down on 
security threats.

Wounded Afghan men receive treatment at a hospital following a blast at a madrassa in Aybak city of Sa-
mangan province on Wednesday. 

Several attacks have 
taken place in recent 
months, some of 
which have been 
claimed by the ISIL 
(ISIS) armed group.



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

QNB Group, the Official Mid-
dle East and Africa Supporter 
of the FIFA World Cup 2022, 
presented tickets to a num-
ber of Brazil fans to attend 
matches involving  the Brazil-
ian team during the tourna-
ment hosted for the first time 
in the Arab world and the Mid-
dle East.

This special gesture from 
the bank provided a once-

in-a-lifetime opportunity for 
Brazilian fans to support their 
national team on the field and 
enjoy the charming football 
performances of the Samba 
Stars, while the excitement over 
the tournament grows.

This initiative comes within 
the framework of QNB Group’s 
continued celebration of the 
World Cup through a range of 
entertainment programmes full 
of various events and activities 
in all the World Cup stadiums, 
adding a distinctive festive at-

mosphere that increased the 
enthusiasm of football fans who 
flocked in large numbers to the 
QNB pavillion. 

The bank also celebrated the 
arrival of the four Argentine fans 
Matias Villarroel, Silvio Gatti, 
Leandro Blanco, and Lucas Le-
dezma, who arrived in Qatar by 
bicycle, on a journey that started 
from South Africa to support 
their national team during the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, af-
ter cycling for over 177 days.

In recognition of their ad-

venturous spirit and their role 
in inspiring millions of fans 
around the world, QNB offered 
them tickets to attend matches 
of the Argentine national team 
and a number of QNB and 
FIFA 2022-inspired gifts and 
keepsakes.

Both teams’ fans will also 
get a unique chance to attend 
the last 10 minutes of the game 
from the pitch.

QNB Group Communica-
tions General Manager Heba 
Ali Al Tamimi said, “QNB offers 

fans from all over the world an 
exceptional opportunity and we 
are proud to be here to inspire 
and motivate them to achieve 
their dreams during this won-
derful tournament. With the 
increasing enthusiasm and ex-
citement during this stage of 
the tournament, we promise 
fans more amazing surprises 
for unforgettable times of pas-
sion and pleasure.”

QNB Group, currently 
ranked as the most valuable 
bank brand in the Middle East 

and Africa, is proud to be the 
Official Middle East and Africa 
Supporter of the FIFA World 
Cup 2022.

Through its subsidiaries 
and associate companies, the 
Group extends to more than 30 
countries across three conti-
nents providing a comprehen-
sive range of advanced prod-
ucts and services. The total 
number of employees is 27,000 
operating through 1000 loca-
tions, with an ATM network of 
more than 4,700 machines.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR’S Industrial Production 
Index (IPI) for October 2022 
reached 154.49 points, record-
ing an increase of 19.85 percent 
year-on-year, compared to the 
same period in 2021, while it re-
corded a decrease of 5.8 percent 
compared to September 2022.

According to the Planning 
and Statistics Authority (PSA) 
data showed on Wednesday, 
a decrease in the mining and 
quarrying sector index by 6.59 
percent compared to the pre-
vious month was recorded as 
a result of the decrease in the 
prices of the extraction of crude 
oil petroleum and natural gas 
with the same percentage.

While ‘Other mining and 
quarrying’ remained un-
changed, when compared to 
the corresponding month of the 
previous year (October 2021) 
the IPI of Mining increased by 
23.86 percent.

In the manufacturing sec-
tor, the index showed a de-
crease of 0.84 percent com-
pared to the previous month 
(September 2022). The groups 
showed an increase including 
‘Manufacture of refined petro-
leum products by 3.73 percent, 
‘Manufacture of basic metals’ 
by 1.86 percent, and ‘Manu-
facture of rubber and plastics 
products’ by 0.71 percent.

However, a decrease was 
recorded in ‘Manufacture of 
food products’ by 0.1 percent, 
followed by ‘Manufacture of 
chemicals and chemical prod-
ucts’ by 0.05 percent, and 
‘Manufacture of beverages’ and 
‘Manufacture of Cement and 

non-metallic mineral products’ 
by 0.01 percent each, while no 
change was recorded in ‘Print-
ing and reproduction of record-
ed media’ in October.

On the other hand, in terms 
of annual change, compared 
to October 2021, a decrease 
of 0.42 percent was recorded, 
and that due to the decrease in 
‘Manufacture of chemicals and 
chemical products’ by 6.31 per-
cent, followed by ‘Printing and 
reproduction of recorded me-
dia’ by 3.49 percent.

An increase was recorded 
in ‘Manufacture of rubber and 
plastics products’ by 23.21 per-
cent, followed by ‘Manufacture 
of refined petroleum products’ 
by 13.11 percent, ‘Manufac-

ture of basic metals’ by 7.45 
percent, ‘Manufacture of Ce-
ment and other non-metallic 
mineral products’ by 5.22 
percent, “Manufacture of food 
products” by 3.22 percent and 
“Manufacture of beverages” by 
1.06 percent.

In the electricity and gas 
supply sector, an increase of 
2.8 percent was noticed com-
pared to the previous month 
(September 2022). Compared 
with the corresponding month 
(October 2021), an increase of 
6.9 percent was recorded.

In the water supply sector, 
a decrease of 1.42 percent was 
recorded compared to Septem-
ber 2022, and by 4.06 percent 
compared to October 2021.

Qatar’s IPI rises 19.85% 
in October 2022: PSA

QNB provides Brazil, Argentina fans 
with FIFA World Cup match tickets
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In Qatar’s manufacturing sector, the index showed a decrease of 0.84 
percent in October 2022 compared to the previous month. 

QNB Group presented match tickets to a number of Brazil fans to attend matches of the Brazilian team during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. The bank also celebrated the arrival of the four Argentine fans Matias Villar-
roel, Silvio Gatti, Leandro Blanco, and Lucas Ledezma by bicycle, on a journey that started from South Africa to support their national team during the World Cup, after cycling for over 177 days.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

THE comeback of the popular 
HUAWEI Mate smartphones is 
making waves across markets, 
especially with the announce-
ment of the HUAWEI Mate50 
Pro. As the first country to 
launch the phone, sales figures 
from China look impressive. 
In many stores, the HUAWEI 
Mate50 Series, especially the 
HUAWEI Mate50 Pro, has 
been sold out immediately af-
ter the launch.

Recently, DXOMARK re-
leased the Camera score of 
the HUAWEI Mate50 Pro. 
It has scored an impressive 
149 points, according to DX-
OMARK, higher than any other 
smartphone camera.

DXOMARK is an engineer-
ing services company whose 
testing, software, and bench-
marking services help smart-
phone, speaker and digital 
camera makers create the best 
possible products. Its website 
—dxomark.com — is trusted 
by consumers and industry 
leaders to produce objective, 
accurate analyses of the perfor-
mance of new products.

But the good news for Hua-
wei fans and anyone who loves 
smartphones is that the HUA-
WEI Mate50 Pro – the futur-
istic tech flagship smartphone 
with the ultimate Ultra Ap-
erture XMAGE camera – will 
soon be available for purchase 
in Qatar. The much-awaited 
premium flagship from Hua-
wei comes with a stunning new 
design, Ultra Aperture XMAGE 
Camera, and sets a new stand-

ard for smartphone perfor-
mance.

In addition to the iconic 
symmetry and Space Ring De-
sign, the HUAWEI Mate50 Pro 
also makes use of the elegant 
Clous de Paris step-patterned 
embossing design for the first 
time ever, showcasing a new 
kind of ordered beauty that’s 
crafted down to the last de-
tail. The new Ultra Aperture 
XMAGE Camera boasts the 
first-ever 10-scale adjustable 
physical aperture and the most 
versatile photography capabili-
ties ever seen on a Mate smart-
phone. Furthermore, the new 

ultra-durable Kunlun Glass 
improves drop resistance by 10 
times. 

The phone is also said to 
pack some cutting-edge tech-
nology that substantially boosts 
performance. The HUAWEI 
Mate50 Pro will be the first to 
run on EMUI 13, which stream-
lines daily interactions with ef-
fortless one-touch navigation.

The HUAWEI Mate50 Pro 
comes in Orange, Silver and 
Black and will be available for 
pre-order in Qatar starting 
from 15 December 2022. More 
information about the price 
will be announced later.

HUAWEI Mate50 Pro
coming to Qatar soon



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

EXECUTIVES in Qatar remain 
bullish about future prospects 
for the country, with around 
82% expecting the economic 
growth in the coming five years 
to meet or exceed forecasts, ac-
cording to the latest findings in 
the Qatar Investment Outlook 
Pulse 2022 from EY.

The report is based on ex-
tensive one-on-one discus-
sions, from Q4 2021 to Q1 
2022, with executive decision-
makers across the largest busi-
nesses in Qatar.

The country’s GDP is ex-
pected to rise to QR764 billion 
this year, significantly up com-
pared to the QR525.7 billion 
reported in 2020, when the 
country was in the grip of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Oil and 
gas and consumer services had 
the most positive sentiments, 
with respectively 64 percent 
and 45 percent of interviewees 
expecting the sectors to out-
grow the general economy over 
the next five years.

EY Qatar Country Market 

Leader Ammar Sudki Hattab 
says: “Qatar has shown great 
resilience in the face of many 
challenges and has resolutely 
navigated regional and global 
events, particularly the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, which was 
brought under control through 
an efficient and agile vaccina-
tion program. This has instilled 
great confidence in executives 
and investors, despite the on-
going global economic head-
winds, with optimism around 
the promise of more opportu-
nities throughout the country.”

Around 55 percent of in-
terviewees had bearish senti-
ments relating to the growth 
of the construction sector, es-
pecially since most mega pro-
jects will be either complete or 
nearly complete in the coming 
months. 

New mega projects, howev-
er, such as the postponed Sharq 
Crossing, the planned airport 
expansion, and the develop-
ment of the Lusail City project, 
may help alleviate some of the 
worries surrounding the sec-
tor’s prospects.

Nearly 60 percent of inter-

viewed executives indicated 
that their investments have 
managed to yield positive re-
turns in the past 12 months 
(Q3/ Q4 2020 to Q3/Q4 2021), 
through a period that still had 
many imposed restrictions 
from the COVID-19 pandemic, 
indicating business and con-
sumer activities in the country 
were largely resilient.”

Despite geopolitical crises 
outside of the region and in-
creasing inflation, executives in 
Qatar remain highly optimis-
tic regarding investment per-

formance over the coming 12 
months. The report found that 
91 percent of them indicated 
that they expect their invest-
ment performance to improve 
relative to the previous year’s 
performance.

Around 64 percent of in-
terviewed executives indicated 
some difficulties in access to 
capital. However, recent initi-
atives indicate that regulators 
are taking steps to improve 
capital accessibility, such as 
with the launch of the Qatar 
Venture Market, aimed at in-
creasing access to capital for 
SMEs. 

Furthermore, the Qatar 
Fintech Hub was launched as 
part of a wider strategy to im-
prove innovation and access 
to capital within the Qatari 
economy.

The report revealed that 82 
percent of interviewed execu-
tives believe that hosting the 
current prestigious football 
event would make a “strong” 
to a “very strong” impact in 
shifting the perception of Qa-
tar as a global tourism hub, ul-
timately resulting in improved 

tourism flows and spending.
While 55 percent indicated 

that they have invested in pro-
jects specifically to capitalize 
on the opportunities present-
ed by the football event. Half 
of these investments went into 
tourism, hospitality, and real 
estate.

The prestigious football 
event, the start of the North 
Field South (NFS) expansion, 
the award of the 2030 Asian 
Games, and the strategic na-
tional goal of diversifying the 
economy away from hydrocar-
bons, have all drawn the atten-
tion of foreign investors and 
resulted in positioning Qatar 
as an investment destination 
of choice.

Ammar concludes: “There 
is no doubt that the ongoing 
football event will have a posi-
tive impact on the country’s 
economy. But what is equally 
pleasing to see is the optimism 
of leading executives for when 
the final whistle blows and the 
legacy that the tournament 
will leave for the country. The 
strong investment sentiment 
bodes well for the future.”

Qatar executives bullish on economic growth: EY

SATYENDRA PATHAK 
DOHA 

QATAR’S GDP growth is expected to 
accelerate this year as non-hydrocar-
bon sectors such as tourism, trans-
port, and construction benefit from 
Qatar’s hosting of the World Cup, 
FocusEconomics has said in a report 
released on Wednesday.

According to the report entitled 
‘Will the World Cup bring home an 
economic win for Qatar?’, FocusEco-
nomics, a leading provider of con-
sensus economic forecasts, said: “We 
anticipate an acceleration in GDP 
growth this year as non-hydrocarbon 
sectors such as tourism, transport, 
and construction benefit from Qatar’s 
hosting of the World Cup, which is 
expected to bring in about 1.2 million 
tourists. Economic growth thereafter 
is likely to be relatively soft through 
2025. Government investment, much 
of which is outside the hydrocarbon 
sector, will gradually decline, with 
major infrastructure projects nearing 
completion.”

“Our panelists expect GDP growth 
to more than triple this year from 
2021’s modest 1.6 percent,” it said.

“In Q422, the hosting of the tour-
nament will have immediate positive 
effects on Qatar from the perspec-
tives of real GDP growth and the 
balance of payments via higher con-
sumption, government spending, and 
services exports. On the other hand, 
the surge in Qatar’s population dur-
ing the months of the World Cup 
tournament will lead to substantial 
demand-side pressure, which will 
contribute to above-trend inflation 
and will require a significant increase 
in goods imports, including food and 
beverages, as well as a fall in the vol-
umes of LNG available for export,” 
the report said.

“The 2022 World Cup is marked 
by superlatives. It is the first time 
the global football tournament is tak-
ing  place in a Gulf nation. Qatar is 
the smallest country ever to host the 
month-long event. This year’s World 
Cup is also the most expensive, at 
least 20 times more pricey than past 
tournaments,” the report said.

“The country has shelled out an 
estimated $220 billion, roughly 100 
percent of GDP, since winning the 
bid in 2010. These funds were used to 
construct seven new stadiums, refur-
bish one older stadium, and create a 
new metro system linking these ven-
ues. Other huge infrastructure invest-
ments included upgrading an old air-
port, building hundreds of hotels, and 
upgrading significant portions of the 
country’s roads,” it said.

“Over one million tourists are 
expected to fill these new structures 

over the next month, providing a 
near-term boon to the economy, es-
pecially thanks to increased spend-
ing on food and hospitality support 
services. Increased domestic demand 
will also drive inflation up. Our Con-
sensus Forecast expects inflation to 
more than double from 2021’s figure 
an average of 4.6 percent in 2022, 
well above the GCC average,” the re-
port said.

The report, however, said that 
several factors limit how much rev-
enue Qatar will reap from the Cup. 

“FIFA will take home much of the 
profit generated during the games 
by selling its own products. Further-
more, host countries must give tax 
breaks on merchandise, food, and 
other purchases from FIFA and its 
partner brands, limiting the boost to 
government coffers. 

“Overall, official estimates are 
that the World Cup will generate $17 
billion for the Qatari economy while it 
takes place,” it said.

While the soft power gains Qatar 
can expect from hosting the World 

Cup are more complex to quan-
tify than the costs, the report said, 
the Cup may go some way towards 
strengthening regional ties as neigh-
bors benefit from the Cup. 

For instance, it said, the UAE is 
seeing increased tourism numbers 
as some fans decide to reside in the 
country rather than in Qatar and 
has introduced a multiple-entry visa 
for those attending the competition. 
Kuwait and Jordan are also receiving 
more tourists, and Saudi Arabia ex-
pects a spike in pilgrims and related 

hotel stays.
“Moreover, Qatar is wagering 

that the Cup will jump-start tourism 
in the longer term, too. The govern-
ment is targeting 6 million visitors 
annually by 2030, up from 2 million 
in 2019. Finally, at least some of the 
infrastructure built for the competi-
tion—including a metro line in Doha 
and an airport—will serve a perma-
nent economic purpose, dovetailing 
with the objectives of encouraging 
tourism and diversifying the econo-
my,” the report said.

FIFA World Cup set to boost 
Qatar’s GDP growth: Report
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Qatar’s GDP growth is expected to more than triple this year from 2021’s modest 1.6 percent, FocusEconomics report says 

The FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 is marked by superlatives as the global football tournament takes place in a Gulf nation for the first time

QSE index 
rises 1.07% 

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qatari stock market ex-
tended its rebound after a long 
period of decreases, thanks to 
the uptrend in natural gas pric-
es despite the volatility.

Qatar Stock Exchange 
(QSE) index gained 126.08 
points, or 1.07 percent, to close 
trading at 11,925.98 points on 
Wednesday.

The volume of shares trad-
ed increased to 238.160 million 
from 99.924 million on Tues-
day and the value of shares in-
creased to QR494.944 million 
from QR490.395 million on 
Tuesday.

Shares of 25 companies 
rose in today’s session, while 
the shares of 18 companies 
decreased, and one company 
maintained its previous closing 
price.

The market capitalisation 
at the end of the trading ses-
sion amounted to QR669 bil-
lion compared to QR661 billion 
in the previous session.

EY Qatar Country Market Leader 
Ammar Sudki Hattab 
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Fans flock to Souq Waqif for souvenirs
SanthoSh Chandran

DOHA

Souq Waqif, qatar’s very own 
traditional Arabic market, is 
buzzing with festivities and has 
become ‘a go-to place’ for World 
Cup fans in search of the cool-
est souvenir items. Large num-
ber of football fans and visitors 
arrive at the Souq for antiques, 
portraits, handicrafts, leather 
bags, traditional Arabic dress 
and Mehndi, the skin decoration 
on hands.

A shopper at Souq said, “The 
flow of crowd continues until 
late night. While fans from Eu-
rope prefer to buy antique pieces 
that reflect Arab culture and tra-
dition, the people from Asian 
countries opt for decorated 
crockery and cloths”. A Span-
ish lady said, “I haven’t seen 
such beautiful place anywhere 
before. It looks like a centuries 
old traditional Arab market that 

I only saw in some oil paintings. 
There’s also music on streets all 
the time and the restaurants are 
really worth visiting”.  

Traditional Arab dress 
thobes are also in huge demand. 
Many people are excited to wear 
this much respected traditional 
dress.  While some wear the tra-
ditional outfits themselves and 
walk away, others purchase it 
as a souvenir for families and 
friends back home.”

Leather accessories used for 
camel race are the other items 
purchased as souvenirs. The 
skin art Mehndi is also an attrac-
tion for the European fans.

Souq Waqif has expert skin 
artists, especially for Mehndi.

Watching a Mehndi artist 
in action, a football lover from 
Norway said, “The beautiful art 
reflects minute details of Arabic 
heritage and reveal their deep 
rooted tradition in art and cul-
ture”.

US fans happy with  
Qatari experience

MeriaM Jelliti
DOHA 

For many American fans, the excite-
ment that began with the kick-off of 
uSA’s recent match against Iran did 
not stop until the final whistle an-
nounced that the country is headed for 
the knockout round of the FIFA World 
Cup qatar 2022.

Though the end was tense and 
had fans sweating in the stadium, the 
Americans held on to beat Iran 1-0 on 
Tuesday night at Al Thumama Sta-
dium in qatar to officially secure their 
place in the round of 16.

“It was incredible,” 45- year old 
James said. “We played well. We have 
a young team that is giving its best, and 
I expect that we will go 
far in the tournament. 
I am very confident 
of them because we 
included players who 
are capable of achiev-
ing much more than 
expected. I am proud 
of them and wish 
them all success,” he 
said.

“It is good to re-
member the 1994 
World Cup, which 
was held in the united 
States of America, and 
at that time we were not as skilled as now. 
And I see how qatar has paid attention to 
the smallest details organising  this great 
tournament and that can only show a 
real love for the game,” he noted.

“I have enjoyed every bit of the 
game and was impressed to see many 
qataris at the stadiums. It shows that 
qatari fans love football. We also saw 
this in the exceptional World Cup, be-
ing held for the first time in the Arab 
region and the Middle East,” he said.

“I am originally from New orleans, 
and I couldn’t believe how qatar is so 
much like my home place in terms of 
the general atmosphere. It’s so wel-
coming. I feel very much at home, and 
I am very happy about this”, he said.

When asked about how he feels 
being at the World Cup and in qatar, 
Alec, another young fan who was spot-
ted celebrating the uS’s advance to the 
next round with his family, said that 
the development and infrastructure 

are wonderful. “There is no country in 
the world capable of doing what qatar 
has done in the past 10 years. I know 
that because I have done my research 
before planning this visit,” he said.

When asked about the qatar 2022 
World Cup stadiums, he said, “It is dif-
ficult to choose a specific stadium, be-
cause when I see a stadium, I forget the 
other, which is evidence of their mag-
nificence. Architecturally they are de-
signed in a distinctive way, but I liked 
the Al Bayt stadium that hosted the 
opening match between qatar and Ec-
uador very much. Inside the stadium, 
you feel that you are in another city, 
not just in a football field.”

It is worth noting that qatari citi-
zens launched an initiative to host 

2022 World Cup fans 
and guests  in their ‘ma-
jlis’, where they  intro-
duce them to customs 
and traditions thereby 
presenting the coun-
try’s heritage to a global 
audience.

Many qataris took 
it upon themselves 
to invite many of the 
World Cup fans to their 
‘majlis’ -special spaces 
in homes to receive 
guests and discuss pub-
lic issues- and intro-

duce them to qatari culture.
Adam Smith, an American fan who 

visited a qatari home and spent a day 
there said: “Being introduced to many 
traditions of the qatari society, to the 
delicious meals and hearing stories 
about the people and their past was a 
very interesting experience.”

He added “Fans from different 
countries of the world, during their 
visits to majlis got the chance to get a 
closer look at qatari culture and had 
the opportunity to learn about a few 
aspects of the qatari heritage and the 
country’s history. I was one of them.

Adam said that qataris have done 
a great job honouring their guests 
with such great hospitality and re-
spect, and introducing  their heritage, 
“we’ve seen many of  their antiques 
and old collections,  and frankly we 
can only be happy attending the 
World Cup and discovering a differ-
ent world,” he said

Bittersweet victory
tunisian fans cheer for their team’s historic  
victory over France despite World cup exit

Khalid tawalbeh 
DOHA

THE Tunisian fans lived their best 
nights after the historic victory of the 
Eagles of Carthage over the French 
team, the defending World Cup cham-
pions and a team having won the big-
gest and most famous titles. 

The Tunisian fans celebrated this 
victory in their own way, and the cel-
ebrations extended from Doha to the 
green quarters of Tunis.  The joy of 
the fans was spotted in many places in 
Doha, Souq Waqif, Msheireb Down-
town and the Doha Corniche. Arab 
fans joined the Tunisians, and every-
one was happy with this victory.

Ahmed Ahmadov, a Tunisian fan, 
stressed that his country’s national 
team played a very big match and 
scored victory over the French nation-
al team, one of the leading candidates 
for the Championship title. It was a 
historical achievement.

He pointed out that the Tunisian 
national team played a big match, and 
deserved to win. Led by coach qaderi, 
who was able to handle the match 
wonderfully, dividing the match into 
several stages, realising what he 
sought from the beginning and finally 
by managing a well- deserved victory.

Ahmedov said that the coach’s 
plans were great, as he exhausted the 
French national team during the first 
half and finished it off in the second 
half.

“We are here to present great foot-
ball, to tell the world that Tunisian 
football is constantly developing for 
the better not just to qualify for the 
next round. The victory over France 
is not an accident, but the result of a 
sound planning over the past years, 
during which Tunisian football ad-
vanced strongly, which was or every-
body to see during the 90 minutes in 
front of the French national team. We 
are happy and proud of our national 
team and its excellent level,” Ahmedov 
added. 

Tunisian Ali qahtan commented: 
“We are living the best moments of joy 
after the victory over France. Tunisian 

football is able to showcase its might at 
the largest world football events”. 

“God willing, we will continue to 
shine more in next competitions”. 

As for the fan Mohammed Al Sha-
mi, he was more realistic when he said: 

“Frankly, the victory over France was 
unexpected, and the Tunisian national 
team surprised us with a deserved vic-
tory over a strong team, a favorite to 
win the title, which pleased us all and 
the joy was overwhelming.” 

He continued, “We have to thank 
Coach qaderi and all the players for 
their efforts throughout the match 
to realise this big victory.”

Naeema Mohamed, a Tunisian 
cheerleader, said the Tunisian nation-
al team deserved this exciting victory, 
based on the progress of the match, 
noting that the coach led the team ef-
ficiently and was able to deal with the 
course of the match tactically and with 
a plan, “which gave us an advantage in 
getting the result in our favor and de-
fending respectfully and well”.
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LioneL Messi failed to con-
vert a penalty in a landmark 
game for him but it didn’t 
matter as Argentina went on 
to beat Poland 2-0 and ad-
vance into the last 16 
of the World Cup 
along with them 
from Group 
C amid 
plenty of 
drama on 
Wednes-
day.

P o -
land goal-
k e e p e r 
W o j c i e c h 
S z c z e s n y 
saved a spot 
kick for the 
second time after 
similar heroics in the 
previous game against Sau-
di Arabia when he saved in 
the 39th minute from Messi 
who had moved one ahead of 
Diego Maradona with a 22nd 
World Cup match for Argen-
tina.

it was the biggest of sev-
eral big saves from Szczesny 
in the first half before Alexis 
Mac Allister finally beat him 
less than a minute into the 
second half, and Julian Alva-
rez smashed the second in the

67th to see Argentina 
through.

The victory put Argen-
tina top of Group C as 

t h e y rebounded from an 
opening shock defeat against 
Saudi Arabia and now face 
Australia in the last 16 on 
Saturday, avoiding a meeting 
with France who beat them at 
that stage in 2018 en route to 
the title.

instead, it will be Poland 
to face France on Sunday as 
they edged Mexico by one 
goal with both tied on four 
points as Mexico’s 2-1 against 
Saudi Arabia was not enough.

Henry Martin in the 47th 
and Luis Chavez with a sen-

sational free-kick five 
minutes later had 

Mexico within 
one goal of 

l e a p f r o g -
ging Po-
land but 
Salem Al-
D a w s a -
ri’s injury 
time goal 
b r o k e 

M e x i c a n 
hearts.

P o l a n d 
had to wait for 

Mexico’s game 
against Saudi Arabia to 

finish before they could cel-
ebrate their progression. For 
much of the evening it was 
the Fair Play rules that were 
putting them into the last 16 
but Saudi Arabia’s late goal 
gave them a superiod goal dif-

ference.
Argentina 

will have the 
Aussies in 
the round 
of 16 after 

topping this 
group, with 
Poland facing 
a tough task 

against defending champi-
ons France. Feels harsh for 
the Socceroos after their 
dream progression, but 
they will probably relish the 
glamour tie.

A largely pro-Argentina 
crowd, waving flags and 
scarfs and beating drums 
behind both goals, had 
been sweeping Messi and 

his team along at the 
44,000-seat Stadium 

974 and they didn’t stop after 
the penalty. Within seconds, 
a chant of “MeSSi! MeSSi!” 
immediately reverberated 
around the venue in a bid to 
keep their idol’s head high.

And the roars were even 
louder at the start of the sec-
ond half, first after Mac Al-
lister’s goal — a scruffy finish 
from nahuel Molina’s cut-
back from the right — in the 
first minute and again after 
it became clear Mexico had 
taken the lead against Saudi 

Arabia.
Messi never stopped surg-

ing forward and he was a 
menace all game to Poland 
with his dribbling ability and 
vision.

He wasn’t involved in ei-
ther goal, though. For the 
second, enzo Fernandez 
scooped a pass to Alvarez — 
selected ahead of Lautaro 
Martinez — and he took one 
touch before curling his shot 
into the top corner in the 67th 
minute.

“We went out there think-
ing we had to win,” said Messi. 

“The game against Australia 
will be difficult -- anyone can 
beat anyone. it’s very even, we 
have to prepare for the game 
in the best way, as always.” 
“i’m angry at missing 
that penalty but the team 
came out stronger af-
ter my mistake,” he said. 
“We knew that once the first 
goal went in it would change 
the game.”

The final whistle blew 
with Poland players still un-
sure if they were advanc-
ing, given the Mexico-Saudi 
Arabia game was ongoing. A 

stoppage-time goal 
by the Saudis made 
it even harder for 
Mexico, sparking 
loud cheers by Po-
land’s team and the 
squirting of water 
from their bottles 
in the middle of the 
field.

Leo 
Messi 

fires blank 
but it didn’t 

matter

Next RouNd

SCORELINE
Poland Argentina

0 2
Alexis Mac Allister 46’,  
Julian Alvarez 67’

Argentina’s 
midfielder #20 
Alexis Mac Allister 

celebrates after 
he scored his 

team’s 
first goal. 

(aFP)

22 Wc games: messi 
dethrones maradona

DPA
Doha 

LioneL Messi has erased 
Diego Maradona’s record 
World Cup appearances 
for Argentina with a 22nd 
match at the global tourna-
ment on Wednesday.

Messi reached the land-
mark in the Group C game 
against Poland in Doha 

where Argentina had to 
a v o i d 

defeat in order not to be 
eliminated.

Maradona, who died 
two years ago, had played 21 
World Cup games for Argen-
tina and led them to the 1986 
title.

Messi, 35, is playing in 
his fifth World Cup and is yet 
to lift the trophy, having lost 
the 2014 final to Germany. 

He has said the tournament 
in Qatar will be his last 

World Cup.

Poland’s forward #09 Robert Lewandowski (L) and Argentina’s 
forward #10 Lionel Messi greet each other at the end of the match 
in Lusail Stadium on Wednesday. (aFP) 

Messi’s 
Argentina are 
through. They 
beat  Poland 2-0, 
but they, too, are 
through, thanks 
to Mexico’s 2-1 
victory over 
Saudi Arabia

Julian Alvarez (L) celebrates after he 
scored Argentina’s second goal.
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Just as a Polish fan put it apt-
ly, “It was stressful!”

Poland went down to Ar-
gentina 0-2 at stadium 974 on 
Wednesday but they still joined 
them in the knockout stages 
thanks to their superior goal 
difference over Mexico, who 
also finished on four points.

Mexico beat saudi Arabia 
at the Lusail stadium 2-1 but 
the result saw both the sides 
bow out of FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 with Mexico and 
Poland tied on 4 points with a 
win, draw and a loss each. Both 
teams had scored two goals 
each in Group C stage but Mex-
ico conceded 3 goals against 
Poland’s 2 - thereby giving Po-
land the ticket to progress into 
the knockouts.

Poland have made it to the 
World Cup knockout rounds 
since 1986.

Earlier, Poland were up 
in arms when Argentina were 
awarded a controversial pen-
alty after a VAR check for a foul 
on Messi when szczesny’s glove 
brushed his face as the Paris st 
Germain forward rose up for a 
header at the far post.

But szczesny was up to the 
task and despite the thousands 
of Argentina fans raising the 
decibel levels inside the arena, he 
kept his composure and guessed 
correctly, diving to his left and 
using one hand to swat aside 
Messi’s effort from the spot.

szczesny had been kept 

busy the entire half with the 
Poland defence breached time 
and again but the Juventus 
keeper stood firm to deny the 
Argentines who grew more 
confident with every attack.

He first denied Alvarez 
when the Manchester City for-
ward broke through the offside 
trap before he tipped Angel Di 
Maria’s cross over the bar when 
his Juve team mate attempted 
to score directly from a corner 
kick.

But he could do nothing but 
scramble when Mac Allister 
took his shot even before Po-
land could settle down after the 
restart while Alvarez’s shot for 
the second goal was too good 
for any keeper.

BBC adds: It was symbolic 
of this lacklustre Poland per-
formance that their greatest 
show of passion all night came 
after the game had finished 
when they punched the air as 
news of saudi Arabia’s goal 
against Mexico that confirmed 
their place in the last 16 filtered 
down on to the pitch.

Poland’s players revelled in 
the good tidings as they waved 
red and white flags on the pitch, 
barely able to believe they were 
through to face France.

they can consider them-
selves fortunate to be there after 
this poor performance in which 
they never troubled Argentina 
and the great striker Robert Le-
wandowski did not receive any 
service worthy of the name.

One exception to the me-
diocre fare from the rest of his 
colleagues was former Arsenal 
goalkeeper szczesny, who was 
magnificent throughout.

Poland are through and 
enjoyed their celebration but 
they will have to step up several 
levels to trouble France.
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Saudi arabia’S goal confirmS 
Poland’S Place in laSt 16!

Poland’s players react on the pitch after their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group C match against Argentina at Stadium 974 in on Wednesday. (aFP)

THE SAUDI GOAL THAT DID POLAND A FAVOUR: Saudi Arabia’s midfielder Salem Al Dawsari (R) scores past 
Mexico’s goalkeeper Guillermo Ochoa during their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group C match at the Lusail 
Stadium on Wednesday. (aFP)

Saudi Arabia players at the end of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group C match against Mexico at the 
Lusail Stadium on Wednesday. (aFP)

Mexico end Saudi 
Arabia’s campaign

AFC
Doha

sAuDI Arabia’s FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 campaign was 
brought to an end at the Lusail 
stadium after a 2-1 defeat to  
Mexico in their final Group C 
match on Wednesday.

With both teams need-
ing a win to guarantee they 
remained in the mix for pro-
gression to the round of 16, a 
depleted and injury-stricken 
saudi Arabia lost footing under 
constant attacks from Mexico 
which eventually were convert-
ed into goals. 

there was, however, heart-
break for Mexico as they missed 
out on a place in the knockout 
stage with Poland - despite suf-
fering a 2-0 defeat to Argentina 
- finished second on goal differ-
ence to advance.

the first instance of an attack 
saw Mohammed Al Owais mag-
nificently react and come out of 
his goal to deal with the threat 
posed by Alexis Vega, going 
down to meet a low ball lathered 
at him to keep the score equal.

With just over 12 minutes 
on the clock, saud Abdulha-
mid - deployed in the centre of 
midfield rather than full-back - 
dribbled his way through Mexi-
can lines before being brought 
down just outside the area, 
with Mohammed Kanno taking 
the consequent free-kick but 
narrowly missing the target. 

Al Owais was once again 
called into action midway 

through the first half when 
from the right flank, the ball 
was crossed low into the path 
of Orbelin Pineda who in turn 
took a swiveling shot towards 
the saudi goal but the Al Hilal 
keeper’s quick reflexes saved it.

three minutes after the 
second half kicked off, Cesar 
Montes sent a ball into the area 
and after a very brief scramble 
inside the saudi six-yard box, 
Henry Martin tapped in from 
close range while Al Owais was 
on the ground. 

Just four minutes later, 
Mexico doubled the lead when 
Hassan tambakti conceded 
a foul around 35 yards away 
from the goal, with Luis Chavez 
(pictured below) sending a 
rocket of a ball which nested in 
Al Owais’ top corner. 

At the 70 minute mark, 
Mexico missed two chances in 
quick succession when  Martin 
and Chavez each had opportu-
nities squandered.

Deep into stoppage time, 
salem Al Dawsari equalled 
sami Al Jaber’s record of three 
FIFA World Cup goals for sau-
di Arabia, when he was teed up 
inside the area by substitute 
Hattan Bahabri to slot past 
Guillermo Ochoa, in that con-
signing Mexico to elimination.

the result saw saudi Arabia 
finish their campaign bottom of 
Group C on three points, hav-
ing started their adventure with 
a memorable 2-1 win against 
Argentina that was followed by 
a 2-0 loss against Poland.

 
It was not a match for a 
striker but I knew it would be 
like this. For me, for the 
Poland team, given the 
possibilities we have, it was 
a success. No one will 
remember what this match 
was like – we will just be 
getting ready for France.
Poland’s Robert Lewandowski 

despite a low-key  
performance, Poland’s 
greatest show of passion  
all night came after the 
game had finished and 
when they punched the air 
as news of saudi arabia’s 
goal against mexico – that 
confirmed their place in the 
last 16 – filtered down on  
to the pitch

Saudi Arabia Mexico

1 2
Salem Al Dawsari 90+5’; Henry Martin 47’, Luis Chavez 52’

SCORELINE



Viewpoint
France coach Didier 
Deschamps made nine 
changes to his side with 
Kylian Mbappe among 
the players rested, but 
Khazri dismissed 
suggestions that the 
holders had not taken 
Tunisia seriously. 
“They still had top-class 
players out there but we were 
superb and I think the result is 
down to us,” he said.

It was  
Tunisia’s first 

ever World Cup win 
against European  
opposition and it 

left them with  
4 points

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

France did a favour 
to Tunisia in a way 
by failing to equal-
ize, but the Den-
mark didn’t as they 

went down 0-1 to Australia 
and thus breaking Tunisian 
hearts at the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 on Wednes-
day.

Tunisia pulled off a stun-
ning victory over World 
Cup holders France, but in 
the end it was not enough 
for them to qualify for the 
knockout stage.

Tunisia would have been 
through had Australia drawn 
while shot-shy Denmark also 
went out.

At the Education City 
Stadium, Tunisia thought 
they had an early lead when 
Nader Ghandri, one of six 
new faces in the team, su-
perbly flicked in a free-kick 
but he was rightly given off-
side.

The North Africans kept 
on pushing and Khazri test-
ed Steve Mandanda from 
distance.

Kingsley Coman had a 
rare France opportunity as 
the French second-string 
largely failed their audition 
for a spot in the team for the 
last 16.

Tunisia captain Khazri 
then netted his deserved 
goal when he stormed into 
the box and poked the ball 
beyond Mandanda, getting 
injured in the process and 
being substituted.

Didier Deschamps even 
threw on Kylian Mbappe 
and Antoine Griezmann with 
France’s top spot possibly 
at stake, but neither Tuni-
sia nor Australia threatened 
more goals.

Griezmann did have the 
ball in the net deep into stop-
page time but it was ruled 
out after a lengthy video re-
view for offside.

“We improved in the 
last few minutes, we played 

much better,” Des-
champs said, adding 
that they had aimed 
to make it three wins 
from three despite the 
changes.

“We had constant prob-
lems but you can’t achieve 
all your objectives all of the 
time.” 

Wahbi Khazri’s second-
half strike sent the hordes 
of Tunisia fans into raptures 
and at that moment it was 
the Carthage Eagles who 
were going through to the 
last 16.

But just two minutes lat-
er on the other side of town 
Mathew Leckie gave Austral-
ia the lead against Demark 
at Al Janoub Stadium, lifting 
the Socceroos above Tunisia 
into second place in Group 
D and sending them through 
instead.

Antoine Griezmann 
looked to have denied Tuni-
sia their historic, if futile, vic-
tory when he struck a volley 
in the 98th minute but after 
a lengthy VAR review the 
goal was ruled out, meaning 
Jalel Kadri’s side bowed out 
of the tournament on a high.

With France already se-
cured of their place in the 
knockout phase and practi-
cally assured of top spot in the 
group after dominant wins 
over Australia and Denmark, 
coach Didier Deschamps 
opted to keep his first-choice 
players fit for the next game 
and give a chance to fringe 
players, making nine changes 
to his starting XI.

The new-look team did 
not immediately gel and it 
was Tunisia who took the 
game by the scruff of the 
neck. Nader Ghandri had the 
ball in the net early on when 
he connected with a Khazri 
free-kick but he was offside. 
Khazri then tested France’s 
stand-in goalkeeper Steve 
Mandanda with a swerving 
strike from distance.

It was no great surprise 
when Khazri did open the 
scoring for Tunisia although 
the goal forced Deschamps 
to call on the cavalry. Ky-
lian Mbappe, Griezmann 
and Ousmane Dembele were 
among the players brought 
on but Tunisia stood firm, 
with the helping hand of 
VAR, which denied Griez-
mann his first goal at this 
World Cup.

It was ultimately not 
enough and for the sixth 
time they are heading home 
after the group stage, but 
this time with their heads 
held high.

Khazri secures a 
famous win over the 
world champions but 
in vain as Australia 
progress instead
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Tunisia’s forward Wahbi Khazri 
celebrates with teammates after 

scoring his team’s first goal dur-
ing the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 

Group D match against France at the 
Education City Stadium on  

Wedndesday. (aFP)

Tunisia’s forward  
Wahbi Khazri 
celebrates with 
teammates after 
scoring his team’s 
first goal during 
the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Group 
D match between 
against France 
at the Education 
City Stadium on 
Wednesday. (aFP)

Tunisia’s forward #10 Wahbi Khazri 
celebrates with teammates after 

scoring his team’s first goal during 
the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group D 

football match against France at the 
Education City Stadium in Al Rayyan 

on Wednesday. (AFP)

Tunisia France

1 0
Wahbi Khazri 58’

SCORELINE

Key moment: 
Khazri pulls 

Tunisia ahead
Khazri had looked like Tunisia’s most 

likely source of a goal and so it proved. 
The forward reacted quickest after 
France midfielder Youssouf Fofana 

was dispossessed in midfield, picking 
the ball up 30 yards from goal.

He had only one thing on his mind, 
rushing into the area before picking 
his spot in the far bottom corner and 

arrowing past Mandanda.
It was Tunisia’s first and only goal 

in the 2022 World Cup and who better 
to get it than Khazri, who had scored 
twice in their last outing in Russia in 

2018.

Key stat
This was Tunisia’s first victory over 

European opposition at the World Cup

We are disappointed to be 
going out because we 
didn’t do enough in the 
first two matches. In 
football it is better not to 
have to rely on others for 
results, but we can go out 
with our heads held high.
Tunisia captain Wahbi Khazri

but cannot hurdle group stage barrier
down France
Tunisia
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dpa/fifa.com
Al WAkrAh

AustrAliA stunned Den-
mark 1-0 to reach the last 16 
and send their opponents 
home from the FiFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 on Wednes-
day. 

Mathew leckie got the only 
goal on the hour – and it was 
one the socceroos required 
given that anything less than 
victory would have seen them 
beaten to the runners-up spot 
in Group C by tunisia.

Denmark, who arrived at 
the tournament as many peo-
ple’s outsiders to challenge for 
the trophy, had qualified for 
the knockout phase four times 
from five previous attempts. 
Kasper Hjulmand’s team dom-
inated the opening half, but 
could not find a way past goal-
keeper Mat ryan.

Australia finish on six 
points alongside France af-
ter leckie netted an excellent 
solo goal on the hour, just two 
minutes after Denmark, who 
arrived at the tournament as 
many people’s outsiders to 
challenge for the trophy, had 
qualified for the knockout 
phase four times from five pre-
vious attempts. Kasper Hju-
lmand’s team dominated the 
opening half, but could not 
find a way past goalkeeper Mat 
ryan.

Australia are into the last 
16 for only the second time af-
ter 2006.

“i’m proud, exhausted,” 
said leckie. “We will make the 
most of it tonight but then it is 
all about recovery.” But coach 
Graham Arnold said there 
would no be party to mark 
making the knock-out rounds.

“No celebrations, no 
emotions, sleep, no social 

media,” he said.
“their effort was 

incredible, a lot of 
belief, a lot of hard 

work.” they made 
a nervous start - 

with the fans 
also strug-
gling to create 

an atmosphere - and Denmark 
had two decent chances inside 
the first 10 minutes.

Winger Jesper lindstrom 
continued to trouble the Aus-
tralian backline as the Danes, 
who switched to four at the 
back, made most of the early 
running given only a win could 
help them.

But the Euro semi-finalists 
badly needed a striker with 
an eye for goal after Martin 
Braithwaite again struggled in 
Al Wakrah.

riley McGree then went 
close for the socceroos, who 
knew a draw would be enough 
if tunisia did not beat France. 
they came out of their shell a 
little more as the game went 
on and Jackson irvine clipped 
over early in the second half.

News then filtered through 
from Doha that tunisia had 
scored and almost immediately 
leckie reacted.

Australia broke at pace 
and the former Hertha Berlin 
player twisted Joakim Mæhle 
in knots before finding the far 
corner through the defender’s 
legs.

Graham Arnold’s side then 
had a big let off when the oth-
erwise excellent Harry souttar 
was adjudged to have conceded 
a penalty by fouling Kasper 
Dolberg, only for the offside 
flag to save him.

“i am incredibly frus-
trated,” said Denmark coach 
Kasper Hjulmand.

“the team played very well 
for one and a half years, now i 
am sad and disappointed.” 

Australia are into the last 16 for 
only the second time after 2006 Australia’s 

forward Mathew 
Leckie (centre) 

celebrates scor-
ing his team’s 

goal during the 
Qatar 2022 
World Cup 

Group D football 
match against 

Denmark at 
the Al Janoub 

Stadium on 
Wednesday. 

(AFP)

I am incredibly 
frustrated. The 

team played 
very well for 

one and a half 
years, now I am 

sad and 
disappointed

Denmark coach 
Kasper 

Hjulmand

Mathew Leckie 60’

Australia Denmark

1 0

SCORELINE

Australian fans celebrate in Melbourne after Australia’s vic-
tory over Denmark. (AFP)

Denmark’s midfielder Christian Eriksen reacts after Australia won 
the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group D 

football match between against Denmark at the Al Janoub Sta-
dium on Wednesday. (AFP)

Australia’s 
defender Mi-
los Degenek 

fights for 
the ball with 

Denmark’s 
midfielder 

Jesper Lind-
strom. (AFP)

the
hero

as socceroos advance against all odds
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Brazilian football icon Pele 
is back in hospital but his 
daughter, Kely do nascimiento, 
swiftly dismissed concerns ex-
pressed in news reports by say-
ing the situation is not serious.

“lots of alarm in the media 
today concerning my dad’s 
health,” she said on instagram 
Wednesday. “He is in the hos-
pital regulating medication ... 
There is no emergency or new 
dire prediction.” 

another daughter, Flávia 
arantes do nascimento, also 
took to instagram as she said 
in a video her father had gone 
to the clinic for tests and add-
ed: “i apologise for these evil 
media that constantly creates 
facts that don’t exist and we 
don’t even know about.” 

Broadcasters ESPn Brazil 
had reported that doctors at the 
clinic in Sao Paulo were con-
cerned because the 82-year-old 
had swellings all over his body 
and that chemotherapy may no 
longer have an effect on his tu-
mours in several organs.

But doctors were later 

quoted as saying by local me-
dia that “the patient was taken 
to a regular hospital room after 
the medical examinations, with 
admission to an intensive care 
unit not necessary.” 

They added that Pele “had 
full control over his vital func-
tions and is in a stable clinical 
condition.” 

Pele had a tumour removed 
from his colon last year after it 
was discovered during a rou-
tine examination. He returned 
to hospital several times since 
then for treatment.

He also underwent sev-
eral hip operations in previous 
years and also had knee and 
spine problems.

Pele is the only footballer to 
win the World Cup three times, 
in 1958, 1962 and 1970, and 
remains the country’s leading 
scorer with 77 goals in 92 caps.

How much prize money do teams get at FIFA World Cup 2022

Pele back in hospital 
but daughters insist  

‘no emergency’

unlike many other mega sporting 
extravaganzas, football is the 
only exception which doesn’t talk 

about its mega prize-money. The global 
impact of the beautiful game is such 
that winning the trophy itself is the big-
gest prize for all nations. But the prize-
money is huge too. so for the team 
winning the FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
will also come with a massive payout. 
Defending champion France took home 
$38 million in 2018, while Germany 
claimed a $35 million first-place prize 
in 2014.

Here’s a breakdown of the 2022 World 
Cup payouts.
What is the 2022 FIFA World Cup 
purse?
The FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 will 
award a whopping $440 million in 
prize money, according to FiFA. That’s 
up $40 million from the $400 million 
purse at the 2018 tournament.

Do all teams in the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup make money?
Yes, simply competing in the World 
Cup comes with a guarantee of at 
least $9 million in prize money. That’s 
on top of the $1.5 million each team 
received ahead of the tournament to 
cover preparation costs.

Teams that don’t advance beyond the 
group stage will receive $9 million 
each in prize money, with the payouts 
increasing for teams eliminated in 
each subsequent knockout round.

Breakdown of payouts leading up to 
the final:
Group stage: $9 million per team

Round of 16: $13 million per team
Quarter-finals: $17 million per team
Fourth place: $25 million

Third place: $27 million

How much money will the 2022 FIFA 

World Cup winner, runner-up make?
The FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Final 
makes up $72 million of the $440 
million purse. The champion team of 
the tournament will bank $42 million 
in winnings.
There’s a $12 million difference 
between first and second place in this 
year’s World Cup, with the runner-up 
making $30 million.

How much money will players make in 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup?
each respective national team decides 
what percentage of the winnings goes 
to the players. For example, Germany 
said it would award around $400,000 
to each player if the nation won the 
2018 World Cup, with smaller bonuses 
for just making the semifinals or quar-
terfinals. spain, meanwhile, promised 
a payday of around $930,000 to its 
players if it won the 2018 tournament.
The prize money is on top of the sala-
ries players receive from their national 
team. France star kylian Mbappe 
reportedly earned around $22,300 
per match in the 2018 World Cup. 
That was in addition to the roughly 
$350,000 bonus he got for winning 
the tournament. Mbappe then donated 
all of his World Cup winnings to the 
charity Premiers de Cordée, which 
offers free sports activities to disabled 
and hospitalized children in France.
In addition to the prize-money listed 
above, each national team received 
$1.5m from FIFA before the tournament 
to cover “preparation costs”.
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The World Cup is a solid gold trophy that is awarded to the winners of the FIFA World Cup association football tournament. 
Since the advent of the World Cup in 1930, two trophies have been used: the Jules Rimet Trophy from 1930 to 1970, and the 
FIFA World Cup Trophy from 1974 to the present day.

The champion 
Team of fifa 
World cup  
QaTar 2022 Will 
geT $42 million 
in Winnings of 
The ToTal $440 
million purse.

beIN SPORTS’ MENA grabs eyeballs
reCorDs are tumbling at bein Me-

DiA GrouP (“bein”) after the official 
Broadcaster of the FiFA World Cup 

Qatar 2022 released initial numbers showing 
more than a billion cumulative views of the 
opening ceremony and first round of group 
stage matches on its flagship channel bein 
sPorTs across the Middle east and north Af-
rica (MenA). This figure amounts to a 113% 
increase over the same 16-match period 
when compared to the Qatar-based network’s 
broadcast of the FiFA World Cup russia 
2018. As the exclusive broadcast rights 
holder of the FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
across 24 countries in MenA, bein sPorTs 
is playing a central role in showcasing the 
historic tournament across the region. offer-
ing audiences premium broadcast, analysis, 
and commentary of each game across seven 
channels, bein sPorTs’ first set of viewing 
figures for the month-long tournament under-
lines the unprecedented appetite of football 
fans in the region for this historic first stag-
ing in the Arab World.
Mohammad Al subaie, Ceo of bein – MenA, 
said: “We are not surprised that the first 
World Cup in the Middle east is shattering 
regional viewership records with more than 
one billion cumulative views of the opening 
ceremony and first 16 matches. Football 
fans across the Arab World are some of the 
most passionate in the world, and we are 
delighted to be screening the tournament 
across the region as we continue to inspire, 
educate, and entertain as the tournament’s 
official Broadcaster in MenA.”
According to iPsos data, the official opening 
Ceremony of the FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
was watched by 111.7 million adults across 
MenA. equating to 31 per cent of the total 
adult population across the 24-country cover-
age area, the numbers represent a near six-fold 
increase from the 2018 tournament in russia.

Eight Groups, 16 Games, 900+ mn viewers
The cumulative total of viewers that tuned in 
to watch the first 16 group stage matches 
exceeded 900 million, with 99.2 million 
viewers watching the opening match between 
Qatar and ecuador – an increase of 86 per 
cent compared to the opening match in rus-
sia, and only marginally lower than the 2018 
tournament’s semi-final between england and 
Croatia, which recorded 99.4 million viewers. 
in the other match in Group A, 44.6 million 
watched the netherlands beat senegal. 
in Group B, iran – another MenA representa-
tive and one of five competing in Qatar this 
month – started their campaign with an 
opening defeat to england that was watched 
by more than 80.7 million viewers, including 
60 per cent of iran’s adult population. Mean-
while, in the other match, Wales’s return 
to the World Cup limelight for the first time 
since 1966 was watched by 26.5 million on 
bein sPorTs as they played out a 1-1 draw 
with the united states.
saudi Arabia featured in the second most-
watched game of the tournament so far, with 
a total of 99.3 million viewers tuning in for 
their incredible 2-1 comeback win against 

Argentina. Almost 18 million adults in the 
kingdom – equating to 71 per cent of the 
country’s total adult population – watched 
The Green Falcons’ most famous World Cup 
win to date. Meanwhile, 30.7 million people 
watched Group C rivals Poland and Mexico 
tie 0-0.  
in Group D, Tunisia attracted a regional audi-
ence of 63.4 million – including 75 per cent 
of Tunisia’s adult population – to watch their 
stalemate with Denmark, before 71.9 million 
tuned in to see reigning world champions 
France start their title defence with a 4-1 win 
over Australia.
in Group e, Japan’s shock 2-1 victory over 
four-time World Cup winners Germany was 
watched by more than 82.2 million people 
across the MenA region, before 52.4 million 
continued to watch spain’s 7-0 demolition of 
Costa rica. 
in Group F, some 57.2 million fans watched 
Morocco open their campaign with a stale-
mate against 2018 finalists Croatia, while 
26.7 million watched Canada’s long-awaited 
return to world football’s grandest arena end 
in a 1-0 defeat to Belgium.
The third most-watched game came in Group 
G, as five-time World Cup champions Brazil 

successfully got their campaign underway 
with a 2-0 win over serbia with 95.6 million 
viewers watching. some 11.1 million had 
earlier seen the group’s other match, a nar-
row 1-0 win for switzerland over Cameroon.
And, lastly, in Group H, a total of 64.9 million 
watched Cristiano ronaldo make history by 
becoming the first player to score at five FiFA 
World Cups as Portugal beat Ghana 3-2, 
while 8.1 million had tuned in earlier in the 
day to watch uruguay play out a 0-0 draw 
with south korea.

Surging Social Media
While fans in the MenA region tuned into live 
broadcasts on bein sPorTs more than a bil-
lion times, the data related to the company’s 
social channels during the first eight days is 
even more impressive. Between november 
20 and 27, the published content across the 
eight days generated an enormous 1.7 billion 
impressions – more than seven times the 
235 million generated across the entire FiFA 
World Cup russia 2018. The broadcaster’s 
video posts in particular were viewed more 
than 330 million times, almost triple the 
number of views generated across the length 
of the 2018 tournament (121m).

● More than 111 million viewers tuned in for the glittering opening ceremony, while 
cumulative of more than 900 million watch Qatar 2022 16 group stage games

● Qatar v Ecuador, Saudi v Argentina, and Brazil v Serbia draw the three biggest 
audiences as regional viewership of beIN SPORTS, Official Broadcaster in 24 
countries, sets new record

● beIN SPORTS’ social media platforms grow exponentially as data shows seven 
times more impressions in first 8 days than across FIFA World Cup Russia 2018 

In this file photo taken on June 16, 2016, Brazilian retired footballer 
Edson Arantes do Nascimento, know as Pele, waves after being deco-
rated with an Olympic Order Medal at the Pele Museum in Santos, Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. (AFP)

pele is the only footballer 
to win the World cup three 
times, in 1958, 1962 and 
1970, and remains the 
country’s leading scorer 
with 77 goals in 92 caps.



PAGE 6 | SPortS Thursday, december 1, 2022

  Group h  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Portugal 2 2 0 0 5 2 3 6
Ghana 2 1 0 1 5 5 0 3
South Korea 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1
Uruguay 2 0 1 1 0 2 -2 1

  Group G  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Brazil 2 2 0 0 3 0 3 6
Switzerland 2 1 0 1 1 1 0 3
Cameroon 2 0 1 1 3 4 -1 1
Serbia 2 0 1 1 3 5 -2 1

 Group a  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Netherlands 3 2 1 0 5 1 4 7
Senegal 3 2 0 1 5 4 1 6
Ecuador 3 1 1 1 4 3 1 4
Qatar 3 0 0 3 1 5 -6 0

 Group b  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
England 3 2 1 0 9 2 7 7
USA 3 1 2 0 2 1 1 5
Iran 3 1 0 2 4 7 -3 3
Wales 3 1 0 2 1 6 -5 1

 Group c  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Argentina  3 2 0 1 5 2 3 6
Poland 3 1 1 1 2 2 0 4
Mexico 3 1 1 1 2 3 -1 4
Saudi Arabia 3 1 0 2 3 5 -2 3

 Group e  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Spain 2 1 1 0 8 1 7 4
Japan 2 1 0 1 2 2 0 3
Costa Rica 2 1 0 1 1 7 -6 3
Germany 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1

 Group d  p  W  d   L GF  Ga   Gd  pts
France 3 2 0 1 6 3 3 6
Australia 3 2 0 1 3 4 -1 6
Tunisia 3 1 1 1 1 1 0 4
Denmark 3 0 1 2 1 3 -2 1

  Group F  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Croatia 2 1 1 0 4 1 3 4
Morocco 2 1 1 0 2 0 2 4
Belgium 2 1 0 1 1 2 -1 3
Canada 2 0 0 2 1 5 -4 0

Group staGe standinGs

Day 11:  
a mixeD 

bag of 
emotions
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a bittersweet 
day for fans
Victories proved not enough on Wednesday as two 
winners — Mexico and Tunisia — missed out on 
reaching the Qatar 2022 Round of 16. Australia 
finished as Group D runners up behind France after 
beating Denmark. Australia’s win meant Tunisia’s 
victory over France was all for nothing. In Group C, 
Argentina beat Poland 2-0 but both teams made it to 
the next round, thanks to Mexico’s 2-1 win over Saudi 
Arabia. What a bittersweet day for football fans!



‘An African team winning FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 not impossible’

IKOLI VICTOR
Doha

InfluentIal representa-
tives of african football have 
expressed confidence that 
african teams winning the 
fIfa World Cup Qatar 2022 
is something that can be ac-
complished.

as the contours of the list 
of teams advancing to the 
round of 16 are beginning 
to emerge, african football 
stakeholders, including Con-
federation of african football 
(Caf) President Patrice Mot-
sepe and aIPS africa Presi-
dent Mitchel Obi, are opti-
mistic that african teams are 
capable of making history in 
this edition of the premier 
football tournament.

Senegal have become the 
first african team to reach the 
World Cup’s knockout stages, 
and the continent’s four other 
representatives remain hope-
ful of joining the teranga li-
ons in Qatar.

On the sidelines of foot-
ball on the Global Stage: What 
about africa?, Mitchel Obi 
described the participation of 
african teams as giving “great 
optimism” as the tourna-
ment’s group stages conclude 
on friday, with the possibility 
of all african teams advancing 
to the knockout stage.

“We are confident that 
the africans, at the very least, 
will not be intimidated by the 
sense of the past. the Caf 
president has gone around 
to see the teams, telling them 
that winning the World Cup 
is a mission that they can ac-
complish, and some of us 
share that sentiment, knowing 
that the World Cup in Qatar is 
very open,” Obi said.

Obi’s assertion about the 
chances of supposedly lesser 
teams in this edition is evi-
dent in the number of upsets 
recorded and how closely con-
tested matches against estab-
lished teams have been.

“I’ve looked at all the 
teams in Qatar, and there are 

no gaps; it’s as unpredictable 
as they come, and any team 
that’s prepared for the day can 
get to where it wants to be,” he 
said.

Morocco’s 2-0 win over 
Belgium on Sunday puts them 
in first place in Group f, with 
four points from two games. a 
draw against Canada in their 
final match on thursday will 
be enough to get them into 
the knockout stages for the 
second time. the Indomitable 
lions appeared to be crashing 
out early in their second group 
game, losing Serbia 3-1, but a 
Vincent aboubakar-inspired 
comeback saw africa’s most 
consistent side in the World 

Cup draw 3-3 and live to fight 
another day. Cameroon need a 
win against one of the world’s 
heavyweights five-time World 
Cup winners Brazil  in their fi-
nal game on friday.

Obi went on to say that af-
rican teams can advance all the 
way to the quarterfinal stage 
of the competition, which will 
be a benchmark for the conti-
nent. “looking at Senegal and 
how deliberate they were and 
how comfortable and confi-
dent they showed, especially 
in the way they won their last 
two games, that’s a measure 
of how players within african 
teams are ready to measure. 
In the knockout stage, any-

thing is possible and nothing 
is impossible.”

Obi went on to say that if 
the united States hopes to go 
far, africa, which started the 
game before america, should 
be on the same wavelength in 
terms of mission. 

“there’s virtually noth-
ing spectacular,” he said of 
europe. “look at how Mo-
rocco methodically took out 
Belgium, third place finish-

ers in the last world cup and 
fIfa’s current second highest 
ranked team. It indicates that 
the game has progressed and 
that anything can happen on a 
good day.”

after two rounds of group 
stage matches, all five teams 
from the continent have a 
chance to qualify which is a 
notable record for the teams. 
“the good news is that we 
have an african record in that 

all five teams have a chance to 
advance to the second round 
after two games, and after the 
third games, we can now see if 
they all made it.”

So far after three games, 
Senegal have earned a ticket 
to the next round, “which is a 
measure of expectations, good 
standing for africa, and any-
thing beyond the quarterfinals 
is a milestone that will be well 
celebrated,” Obi said.

Confederation of African Football (CAF) President Patrice Motsepe.
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AIPS Africa President Mitchel Obi.

Senegal’s players celebrate after defeating Ecuador 2-1 and qualifying to the next round, during the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 Group A match at the Khalifa International Stadium in Doha on Tuesday. (aFP)

Morocco’s players celebrate their team’s win in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group F match over  
Belgium at the Al Thumama Stadium in Doha on Sunday. (aFP)

Football officials 
optimistic of  

top Africa show

Senegal have become the first African team to reach 
the World Cup’s knockout stages, and the continent’s 
four other representatives remain hopeful of joining 
the Teranga Lions in Qatar.

Morocco’s 2-0 win over Belgium on Sunday puts them 
in first place in Group F, with four points from two 
games. A draw against Canada in their final match on 
Thursday will be enough to get them into the knockout 
stages for the second time.

On his seasonal debut, the Al Thumama Racing-owned X Force (IRE) won Rowdat Rashid Cup, adding a 12th victory to his 
record. The 5-year-old won Wednesday’s feature - a 1200m race for 3YO+ Thoroughbreds on dirt - easily by 3 lengths for trainer 
Ibrahim Saeed Al Malki and jockey Tomas Lukasek at the Al Rayyan Racecourse. Whittle Le Woods and I Am Thunder finished 
second and third respectively. QREC Racing Manager Abdulla Rashid Al Kubaisi presented the trophies to the winners. (TNN)

roWDAt rASHID CUP For X ForCE 
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Costa Rica’s Navas: We will fight like bulls to beat Germany
dpa
Doha

Costa Rica goalkeeper Key-
lor Navas says his team will 
do everything in their power 
to snatch a World Cup 
last-16 spot from Ger-
many when they meet 
in a group decider on 
thursday.

“We will fight like 
bulls to give our country 
a lot of happiness and 
joy,” the Paris saint-
Germain stopper told 
publishers Redaktion-
snetzwerk Deutschland 
on Wednesday.

“We want to cause a 

surprise. If we actually make it 
to the last 16, I think it would 
be a sensation like in 2014 
when we beat Italy and forced 
England into a draw.” Navas 

conceded seven in the opening 
defeat to spain but Costa Rica 
bounced back to beat Japan 
1-0. they plan to attack the 
Germans.

“We can’t just sit back, we 
have to have a plan in the game 
and have a lot of possession,” 
Navas said.

Coach Luis Fernando 
suárez also said that the team 
wants to make the country 
proud. “We are playing for a 
whole country. You always feel 
the pressure.

But we want to represent 
our country as good as possi-
ble,” suárez told reporters on 
Wednesday.

He said he was surprised 
and impressed how well the 
team had rebounded from the 
mauling against spain and 
added that “we have to be emo-
tionally strong as well but that 
is a strength of the team.” the 

surprise quarter-final berth 
from 2014 is Costa Rica’s best 
result at the World Cup. they 
lost their only previous date 
with Germany 4-2 in the 2006 
tournament opener.

Costa Rica will advance 
with a victory and exit with 
a defeat while a draw would 
mean they only reach the last 
16 if spain beat Japan in the 
other game.

suárez expects a tough 
match and so does veteran Cel-
so Borges, who however said 
that the victory against Japan 
has considerably boosted their 
confidence and another suc-
cess over Germany would be a 
historic moment.

“It makes us believe in 
the positive things we have 
achieved. We will have to do a 
very good job to get the three 
points,” he said. “It is all up to 
us.”

Costa Rica’s goalkeeper  Keylor 
Navas takes part in a  training 
session at Al Ahli SC Stadium in 
Doha on Wednesday. (AFP)

dpa
al Rayyan

GERmaNY coach Hansi Flick 
is not thinking of resigning 
even if his team are eliminated 
in the World Cup group stage.

Having lost 2-1 to Japan 
and drawn 1-1 with spain, 
Germany go into the Group 
E decider with Costa Rica on 
thursday needing a win while 
also hoping Japan lose to 
spain.

“I can confirm that, from 
my side - I don’t know what 
else is coming,” Flick told a 
news conference on Wednes-
day when asked if he would 
want to stay on whatever hap-

pens. “I have a contract until 
2024, I’m looking forward to 
the home European Champi-
onship, but that’s a long time 
away.” He expects the 
Central americans 
to be “very de-
fensive,” with a 
draw possibly 
being enough 
for Costa Rica 
to advance to 
the last 16. 

“of course, 
we would like 
to win the game 
early on so we put 
some pressure on (Ja-
pan) in the other game, but we 
know it will be difficult against 
a very defensive team,” Flick 
said.

Flick would not give away 
his team but gave Leroy sané 
hope that he will make his first 
start of the World Cup for his 
50th cap.

He missed the defeat by 
Japan with a knee problem 
and came off the bench to 
great effect in the draw with 
spain.

“He has no problems. 
He is also, like so many oth-
ers, a good option for this 

game,” Flick said. the match 
will make history as the first 
men’s World Cup game with a 
female referee.

Flick said he 
“100%” trusts 

Frenchwoman 
s t é p h a n i e 
Frappart to 

excel. “she has de-
served it because of her 
performances,” he said. 
“We are looking for-
ward to the game and 
I hope she is too.” Ger-

many were fined for not 

sending a player to the oblig-
atory pre-match news confer-
ence before the spain game. 
this time they sent defender 
Lukas Klostermann, who is 
unlikely to start against Costa 
Rica.

The German coach 
expressed hope that 

Leroy Sané will 
make his first World 
Cup start and 50th 
appearance for the 

national team

Germany’s head coach Hans-Dieter Flick leads a training session of his team at the Al Shamal Stadium in Al Shamal, north of Doha on Wednesday. (aFP)

Flick says that he will not retire if 
Germany is ousted from World Cup

dpa
BeRlin

GERmaN icon Lothar matthäus 
firmly believes that Hansi Flick’s 
team will reach the last 16 at the 
World Cup in Qatar. Germany 
face Costa Rica on thursday 
needing to win while hoping Ja-
pan do not beat spain.

the side went out in the 
group stage four years ago for 
the first time after losing the de-
cider to south Korea, but mat-
thäus does not expect a repeat. 
“We have players who were not 
there then, the coach is now 
Hansi Flick and not Jogi Löw. 
and Costa Rica are not as strong 
as south Korea,” matthäus wrote 
in his column for sport Bild on 
Wednesday.

the 61-year-old also believes 
a “big victory” is even possible 
on thursday, which would help 
if Japan win against spain. Ger-
many are fighting to qualify for 
the knock-out stages having lost 
their opener 2-1 to Japan.

“our chance of progressing 
is much greater than the risk of 
elimination,” matthäus said as 
he praised the Germany team for 
the 1-1 draw with spain.

“they played a good game, 
improved and deserved to get 
a point. the German virtues, 
which we had been lacking re-
cently, are back.” His enthusiam 
appears to be spreading to the 
German population.

an opinion poll conducted 
by YouGov showed 37% of Ger-
mans said they would watch the 
Costa Rica game live.

only 24% had indicated in a 
previous survey that they would 
watch the first group match 
against Japan, with the figure at 
33% for the spain game.

Matthäus 
says Germany 

will qualify 
as interest in 
World Cup 

grows at home

the 
german 
virtues 
lacking 

before are 
back

Germany’s coach Hans-Dieter Flick at the Al Shamal Stadium in 
Al Shamal, north of Doha on Wednesday. (aFP)

Costa Rica’s goalkeeper Keylor Navas (centre) warms up with 
teammates during a training session at Al Ahli SC Stadium in 
Doha on Wednesday. (aFP)

Group E: Costa Rica vs Germany (10pm) at Al Bayt Stadium

Lothar Matthäus

Key Stats
 Since winning their 
fourth World Cup in 2014, 
Germany have won only one 
game at the tournament - a 
group stage match against 
Sweden in June 2018. 
 Germany must pick up 
three points against Costa 
Rica to stay in contention 
for a berth in the last 16. 
 Victory over Costa Rica 
coupled with a win for 
Spain against Japan will 
see Germany qualify. Goal 
difference could come into 
the equation with a draw 
or Japanese victory in the 
other Group e game. 
 Keysher Fuller’s 81st-

minute goal against Japan 
was Costa Rica’s first shot 
on target in the tourna-
ment. 
 Costa Rica can reach 
the last 16 by defeating 
Germany. a draw would also 
get them a spot in the next 
round if Spain overcome Ja-
pan, but if the current group 
leaders lose then goal dif-
ference comes into play.
 
Previous meetings: 
 Costa Rica and Germany 
have met only once, in the 
opening game of the 2006 
World Cup. hosts Germany 
won that match 4-2.

We want to cause a surprise. 
If we actually make it to the 
last 16, I think it would be a 
sensation like in 2014 when 
we beat Italy and forced 
England into a draw
Keylor Navas

They played a good game, 
improved and deserved to 
get a point. The German 
virtues, which we had been 
lacking recently, are back.

Lothar Matheus



dpa
Doha

Spain coach Luis Enrique 
will not take any risks against 
Japan with progress to the 
knockout stage still in the bal-
ance.

although the 2010 cham-
pions need only a point to 
qualify, all four nations have 
a chance of making the last 16 
and, after Germany’s shock de-
feat to the asian nation, noth-
ing can be ruled out.

Seven outfield players have 
yet to register a minute’s action 
in Qatar, but the coach said 
that does not come into his 
thinking until the job is done. 
“it is a reality. We have spoken 
about it with the players,” he 
said.

“Some of the 26 may end 
up not playing at all - we all 
know how it works.

“Don’t write Costa Rica off, 
they can win against Germany. 
any of the four nations can still 
go through and that is very tell-
ing.”

 There has been some spec-
ulation about whether it would 
be better to actually finish sec-
ond, as that could potentially 
avoid a knockout meeting with 
Belgium.

But Luis Enrique is in no 
mood for playing games - even 
if it is something they factored 
into the equation.

“We wondered about this, 
actually,” he added.

“From a professional point 
of view, imagine if we specu-
lated we finished better as 

runner-up and in minute 90 
we are winners of the group 
and then in the 94th minute 
Costa Rica (against Germany) 
and Japan score and then you 
are out.

“if you are convinced your 
team is a good one - and we are 

here to win seven matches - it 
is not about runners-up.

“it is not the way we inter-
pret things at the elite level. 
We want to be winners of this 
group.

“To win a World Cup you 
have to win against everyone 
who comes your way.” 

Japan have had to deal 
with the highs and lows in 
the tournament already as, 
after their surprise win over 
Germany, they were criticized 
for not securing their last-
16 place following defeat to  
Costa Rica.

Coach Hajime Moriyasu 
accepts their opening win 
raised expectations and so de-
feat to the Central americans 
was always going to be re-
ceived badly, but qualification 

remains in their own hands 
and a draw may be enough, de-
pending on the outcome of the 
other match.

“There will be praise and 
criticism, but it is sport; if we 
win we will be praised and if 
we lose we will be criticized,” 
he said.

“Of course we don’t want 
to be criticized, but i hope this 
will give the Japanese public 
something to talk about - that 
would mean soccer is penetrat-
ing into the lives of the Japa-
nese.

“i would like the players to 
play well so they can increase 
their value in the eyes of the 
Japanese people and i hope 
we can impart hope when they 
look at our games and our 
play.”

agencies
Doha

Japan national team coach 
Hajime Moriyasu cut a relaxed 
figure in his press conference 
ahead of Thursday’s decisive 
Group E match against Spain.

Depending on the result of 
the other group game between 
Germany and Costa Rica, Ja-
pan need to either draw, but 
most probably, beat Spain to 
progress to the last 16.

The coach said he felt “no 
pressure, just anticipation and 
joy” ahead of the match, and 
insisted he didn’t feel frustrat-
ed after Japan failed to make 
good after their opening win 
against Germany, when they 
lost 1-0 to Costa Rica.

“i have written in my note-

book the main points to say 
today and the first thing is that 
the past can’t be changed,” 
he said, while adding that he 
hoped for a “strong reac-
tion.”

He accepted that 
Japan will probably 
see considerably less 
of the ball against 
Spain and their posses-
sion-based game.

“Spain are 
very good 
p h y s i c a l l y , 
tactically and 
t e c h n i c a l l y 
and they are 
a very well-
rounded side 
under coach 
Luis Enrique. 
i have a deep 

understanding of the Spanish 
national team and the develop-
ment of players, and they have 
made me feel that a country 

needs its own style and rhythm 
of football,” he said.

Japan’s last meeting with 
Spain was in the Tokyo Olym-

pics, and seven members of 
the Japanese team that lost 
in the semifinals of that tour-
nament are likely to play on 
Thursday.

“That game was a big dis-
appointment for us,” admit-
ted Moriyasu, who neverthe-
less believes asian football 
continues to improve.

“The whole world fol-
lows European football, 
both tactically and physi-
cally. But the gap is nar-
rowing. The aim of Jap-
anese football is to win 

the World Cup in 2050, 
and i hope that tomor-
row’s game will not only 
allow us to get out of the 

group, but also show what we 
can do in the future.” 
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Spain’s coach Luis Enrique during a training session at the Qatar Univer-
sity training ground in Doha on Wednesday. (aFP)

Japan’s midfielder Daichi Kamada takes part in a training session at 
the Al Sadd SC training ground in Doha on Wednesday. (aFP)

Group E: Spain vs Japan (10pm)  at Khalifa International Stadium

Japan’s coach Hajime Moriyasu (left) and Japan’s 
goalkeeper Shuichi Gonda. (aFP)

The 2010 champions only need one point to qualify, and all four countries have a chance to make the last 16

(From left: Spain’s midfielder Pedri, defender Eric Garcia, defender Hugo 
Guillamon and forward Dani Olmo take part in a training session at the 
Qatar University training ground in Doha on Wednesday. (aFP)

 Spain won the World 
Cup in 2010 - their only 
success to date - while 
Japan have never pro-
gressed beyond the first 
knockout round, which 
they have reached three 
times. 
 Spain will advance 
into the next round with 
a draw and a win would 
seal top spot in Group E. 
Japan, who sit second, 
risk losing out on a place 
in the knockout rounds 
to Germany or possibly 
Costa Rica, unless they 
beat Spain. 
 Spain are the top scor-
ers so far at the 2022 
World Cup with eight 
goals - seven of them 
coming in their opening 
match against Costa 
Rica. 
  Japan’s Eiji Kawashi-
ma and Yuto Nagatomo 
are both appearing at 
their fourth World Cup. 
Yoshikatsu Kawaguchi 
and Seigo Narazaki were 
the only two Japanese 
players who had previ-
ously appeared at four.
Previous meetings: 
 The teams have met 
only once before in a 
friendly in 2001 won by 
Spain 1-0.

Key Stats

Moriyasu feels no pressure 
ahead of vital Spain tie

Spain’s defender Dani  
Carvajal (left) and Alvaro 
Morata (right) take part in a 
training session at the Qatar 
University training ground in 
Doha on Wednesday. (AFP)

SPAin will tAkE no chAncES 
AGAinSt JAPAn: luiS EnriquE

I would like the players to 
play well so they can 
increase their value in the 
eyes of the Japanese people 
and I hope we can impart 
hope when they look at our 
games and our play
– Japanese team coach 
Hajime Moriyasu

It is not the way we interpret 
things at the elite level.  
We want to be winners of 
this group. To win a  
World Cup you have to  
win against everyone who 
comes your way
– Luis Enrique



Belgium must defeat the 2018 runners-up to be sure of advancing to the knockout stage
dpa 
Doha

RobeRto Martinez has 
blasted the belgian media for 
coverage of a “genius” French-
based report detailing sup-
posed unrest in the belgium 
camp ahead of a huge World 
Cup match against Croatia.

belgium lost 2-0 to Mo-
rocco in their second Group 
F game and must now defeat 
the 2018 runners-up to be sure 
of advancing to the knockout 
stage.

the Red Devils’ preparation 
for that fixture has been ham-
pered this week by discussion 
of a rift within the team, first 
reported by RtL and L’equipe.

belgium’s players subse-
quently came together for a 
meeting - “it wasn’t a crisis 
meeting, as we might have 
heard from some quarters,” 
insisted timothy Castagne - as 
they aim to “show more soli-
darity” against Croatia.

Castagne added the re-

ports had “exaggerated a lot” 
and he had “seen worse”, be-
fore Martinez, appearing after 
the defender at a pre-match 
news conference, suggested 
his team now knew they were 
in Qatar “on our own.” “For 
us, nothing changes,” the 

coach said.
“We were not happy with 

our two performances. We got 
the result in the first game, but 
we were not happy with our 
performance.

“the second game was 
the first time we lost a game 

by two goals in a major tour-
nament. You can imagine we 
were not happy with it. We 
had to react.

“then you see the storm on 
the outside and realize maybe 
we were listening too much to 
the noise on the outside before 
the tournament.

“You have some outlets in 
belgium who are quite happy 
to jump on fake news. that’s 
quite astonishing. It’s made 
the group quite aware that 
the less you listen to the noise 
from outside the better.

“It’s the biggest sporting 
event in the world, and you 
can see there are many World 
Cups being played. Maybe a 
country like France did a very 
good job with a story that be-
came the main talking point of 
some outlets.

“there is more desire to 
find negative news around this 
team, rather than getting the 
nation together, supporting 
this team, enjoying the talent 
of the best generation we ever 
had in belgian football.

“Probably that was a lesson 
for all of us: we are here on our 
own. We are here to fight for 
what we believe. Hopefully the 
fans, the real fans of the Red 

Devils, can enjoy the process.” 
Pressed on his suggestion the 
story had come out of France 
and been intended to hurt bel-
gium, Martinez replied: “I’ve 
got too many things to do in 
camp to think about where 
this story comes from.

“What is clear is whoever 
came up with it, whoever has 
done it has scored a great goal, 
an own goal for belgium.

“If I’m an opposition and 
I can weaken another side 
and get them out of the World 
Cup, I would do that as a jour-
nalist, I would love to win my 
own World Cup. Whoever’s 

done it is genius.” Croatia 
coach Zlatko Dalic said his 
side would not be “fooled” by 
the reports around the bel-
gium team, adding: “I don’t 
have an opinion on them and 
what’s happening there.

“they are the second-best 
team in the world. that’s all I 
care about.

We are not focusing on any 
other aspects. We are focusing 
on belgium, their quality.

“they cannot forget over-
night how to play football. 
they are a top-notch team. 
they’re number two, and 
we’re number 12.”

Martinez says rift reports were 
‘great own goal’ for Belgium
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Belgium’s Spanish coach Roberto Martinez takes a training session at 
the Salwa Training Site on Wednesday. (aFP)

Belgium’s goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois takes part in a training session at the Salwa Training Site on Wednesday. (aFP)

 a draw for Croatia will be enough to see them into the     
last 16, while Belgium will then be relying on Canada de
feating Morocco by three goals to stand a chance of a 
knockout place. a win for Belgium will see them finish 
above Croatia in Group F
  Michy Batshuayi is the only player to score for Belgium 
at the 2022 World Cup so far, but Romelu Lukaku has 
returned to fitness and could start in his place. Midfielder 
amadou onana is suspended having picked up two yellow 
cards
 Croatia’s 4-1 win over Canada in their previous game 
was the second time they have netted four goals in a World 
Cup fixture. They also beat Cameroon 4-0 in 2014
 Croatia reached the semi-finals in their debut at the 
World Cup finals in 1998. They featured in the final at the 
last edition of the tournament in 2018 but fell to France 
4-2
 To reach the 2018 final, Croatia were the first team at a 
World Cup to come from behind in three successive knock
out round matches, all of which went to extra time 

Previous meetings:
 Croatia and Belgium have met on eight occasions since 
their first clash in 2000. The head-to-head record is even 
with three wins each and two draws. Their previous fixture 
was a 1-0 friendly win for Belgium in June last year. This is 
their first meeting at the World Cup finals

Key Stats

Group F: Croatia vs Belgium (6pm) at Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium 

You have some outlets in 
Belgium who are quite happy 
to jump on fake news. That’s 
quite astonishing. It’s made 
the group quite aware that 
the less you listen to the 
noise from outside the better
– Roberto Martinez

Croatia’s players take part in a training session at the Al Erssal training site on Wednesday. (aFP)



Herdman 
wants 
to lead 
Canada 
at home 

World Cup 
in 2026

STATS Perform/dPA
Berlin 

John herdman suggested he 
will lead Canada on home soil 
at the next World Cup and says 
their campaign in Qatar has 
laid the foundations for an im-
proved showing in 2026.

Canada impressed despite 
losing their Group F opener 
1-0 against Belgium last week, 
but their hopes of reaching the 
last 16 were ended when they 
surrendered an early lead in 
Sunday’s 4-1 loss to Croatia.

herdman’s team are look-
ing to avoid the ignominy of 
matching El Salvador’s record 
for the most World Cup games 
played without avoiding defeat 
(six) when they face Morocco 
on Thursday, but the Reds’ 
dynamic style has won them 
admirers on their first appear-
ance at the tournament since 
1986.

With Canada set to join 
Mexico and the United States 
in hosting the next World Cup, 
herdman is focused on help-
ing the side continue their up-
ward trajectory.

Asked at Wednesday’s 
pre-match press conference 
whether he would be coaching 
the team in 2026, herdman 
said: “I will be tomorrow. I 
will be excited tomorrow, ab-
solutely.

“It’s been 11 years of work 
in this country, and I have 
been pioneering for a long pe-
riod of time.

“You will not find anyone 
as passionate as I am about 
this programme, or about 
these players or about the 
staff.

“You will not find anyone 
as passionate, who wants to 
take the company to that next 
level. You’ll not meet anyone 
that’s experienced this mo-
ment with this team, and the 
learnings that I’ll take from 
this to take into the next one.

“The one thing you’ve seen 
from us is we’ve always come 
back strong.In [the Women’s 
World Cup in] 2015, we fin-
ished sixth. In the women’s 
olympics in 2016 we got back-
to-back podiums, for the first 
time in over a century. Five 
years later, they take a gold 
medal [at the delayed Tokyo 
2020 olympics].

“We came to this World 
Cup and Thierry henry told 
me this team played them off 
the park.

“I’ll take that. Because if 
that’s our foundation, we’ve 
got a great four years ahead, 
and I can’t wait to get after it.” 
Canada have not beaten Mo-
rocco in the teams’ three previ-
ous meetings (D1 L2), and they 
suffered a comprehensive 4-0 
defeat when they last faced the 
Atlas Lions in a 2016 friendly.

FIFA charges Croatia over fans 

insulting Canada goalie

dPA
Doha 

FIFA has initiated disciplinary 

proceedings against Croatia 

for the behaviour of their fans 

in the World Cup group match 

against Canada, football’s gov-

erning body said on Tuesday.

Croatia fans insulted Can-

ada keeper Milan Borjan, who 

has Serbian roots. A poster was 

seen in the stands during Croa-

tia’s 4-1 win and chants were 

heard.
Borjan has also said his 

phone number appeared to be 

leaked before the game and he 

received a flood of angry mes-

sages.
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Group F: Canada vs Morocco (6 pm)  at Al Thumama Stadium

alphonso Davies scored Canada’s first ever 

goal at a men’s World Cup in a 4-1 Group F loss to 

Croatia.
Back in the World Cup after their only previ-

ous appearance in 1986, Canada head into their 

meeting with Morocco still seeking a maiden win.

Canada topped the ConCaCaF qualifying 

table, scoring more and conceding fewer goals 

than any other team.

Morocco became the first african team to 

advance out of the group stage of a World Cup in 

1986.
Morocco’s 2-0 Group F win over Belgium 

marked their first World Cup victory since they beat 

Scotland in 1998.

Previous meetings:

Canada and Morocco have met three times, 

all international friendlies, with the north africans 

winning two and the other match ending in a draw.

Key Stats

Moroccoplayers take part in a training session at the Al Duhail SC in Doha on Wednesday. (aFP)

Morocco’s midfielder #07 Hakim Ziyech 

takes part in a training session at the Al 

Duhail SC in Doha on Wednesday. (AFP)

AgencieS

MoRoCCo coach Walid 

Regragui wants “no re-

grets” after facing Canada 

on Thursday, with his team 

aiming for qualification to 

the World Cup knockout 

stage for the first time 

since 1986.
The north African 

side reached the last 16 

in Mexico 36 years ago 

for the only time in their 

history, and a point against 

already-eliminated Canada 

would see them repeat the 

feat.
Morocco are second 

in Group F, level on four 

points with leaders Croa-

tia, who face Belgium, 

on three points, while 

Canada are bottom with 

no points.
“We don’t want to 

have an eye on the Croatia 

and Belgium match to de-

cide our own fate, we (need 

to) give everything we’ve 

got so we have no regrets 

at the end,” Regragui 

told a press conference 

Wednesday.
“We’ll give eve-

rything we’ve got. 

our players want 

to make history 

and will give 
110 percent 

to ensure the Moroc-

can population is happy.”

Morocco players have 

been allowed to bring their 

families to the tournament 

and after the 2-0 win over 

Belgium on Sunday, Paris 

Saint-Germain defender 

Achraf hakimi was pic-

tured in an emotional em-

brace with his mother in the 

stands.
“Before we got here we 

had a strategy meeting, to 

bring families with us or 

not,” said Regragui.
“Based on our experi-

ence in 2018, along with our 

technical team, we chose the 

option to bring the families.

“Some players have 

kids, some would rather 

have their parents with 

them. We did a good job in 

that regard. When you win, 

there’s no negatives, every-

one is happy, but if you lose 

they will say -- ‘Why did you 

bring the families?’
“We meet them after the 

game and then we concen-

trate on the next one.

“The spirit of family off 

the pitch, we want to bring 

that onto the pitch, and un-

til now it’s functioning very 

well.”
African champions Sen-

egal qualified from Group 

A after beating Ecuador on 

Tuesday and Morocco have 

a good chance to join them 

in the next round.
“Senegal showed us a 

great path, we want to go 

through and move forward,” 

said Regragui.
“Morocco is my priority, 

Morocco and Moroccans. 

(But) we hope to fly the flag 

of African football high.

“often African foot-

ball has b e e n 

described as sub-par, not 

as good as elsewhere, but 

we’ve shown we can give an-

yone a run for their money.”

opponents Canada are 

playing in only their sec-

ond World Cup and despite 

two defeats and elimination 

with a game to spare, coach 

John herdman said his 

team have made progress.

They were unfortunate 

to lose 1-0 against Belgium, 

and scored their first ever 

goal at the tournament in 

the 4-1 defeat by Canada 

on Sunday, with Alphonso 

Davies sending them ahead 

early on.
“It’s an opportunity to 

keep stepping forward,” 

herdman told a press con-

ference.
“We’ll stay committed to 

our identity and go into this 

match with an opportunity 

to make some more history.

“We’ve been enjoy-

ing the ride and we know 

there’s not long left, the 

players are excited for their 

families, to try and step into 

the stadium and try to have 

one of those moments.

“We watched the cel-

ebrations back, we watched 

Alphonso’s goal together, to 

be proud of moments like 

that because there’s more to 

come.”
Canada will participate 

in the 2026 tournament as 

co-hosts with the United 

States and Mexico.
“We’re a football coun-

try, we’re there. You can’t 

deny that, and we will push 

tomorrow to keep proving 

that,” he added.

Morocco 
want 

‘no 
regrets’

The north African 
side reached the last 

16 in mexico 36 years 
ago for the only time 

in their history

Morocco’s coach Hoalid Regragui


