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Gakpo stars as DUtCH top GroUp a

Qatar count on the experience of making debut at the highest level of the sport
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

Host nation Qatar’s debut at 
the FIFA World Cup 2022 came 
to an end as Cody Gakpo scored 
again for the Netherlands help-
ing his team move into the last 
16 with a 2-0 win in their Group 
A match at the Al Bayt stadium 
on tuesday.

senegal joined the Nether-
lands from the group ifollowing 
a dramatic 2-1 victory over Ec-
uador, thanks to Kalidou Kouli-
baly’s thumping winner in the 
70th minute.

senegal, without star man 
sadio Mané, reached the last 16 
for the first time since making 
the quarter-finals in 2002. they 
made sure there will be African 
representation in the knockout 
rounds after no team managed 
the feat in 2018.

the Dutch, the Africans 
champions and the south 
Americans all had the chance 
to go through at the start of the 
day but Louis van Gaal’s side 
were in the box seat.

the three-times runners-up 
continued their run of reaching 
the last 16 or second round of 
every World Cup they have at-
tended as Gakpo broke into the 
box and finished calmly on the 
26th minute. Frenkie de Jong 
added the second.

Gakpo said: “We do it as a 
team and everyone helps each 
other. I’ve been the finishing 
point three times now, but we 
all do it together. of course it’s a 
nice feeling, but it’s more impor-
tant we are through.” 

Dutch forward Memphis 
Depay made his first start of the 
tournament as Van Gaal went 
on the attack rather than play 
for the draw.

But he was outshone by 
Gakpo, who scored his third of 
the tournament with a goal com-
ing in all three group games.

the PsV Eindhoven at-
tacking midfielder will be hot 
property in the January transfer 
window, especially as his three 
goals have been a header, a left-
foot finish and a right-foot strike 
here.

De Jong netted the second 
after the break from close range 
after Barcelona teammate De-
pay had a shot saved.

there was one blemish for 

Gakpo, whose handball in the 
build-up meant a third goal for 
the Dutch was chalked off.

Qatar coach Felix sanchez, 
said, “We have played against a 
great team. We hung on against 
them until 1-0. We are out but 
it was a great experience for my 
players.” 

Van Gaal’s men had their 
third goal disallowed when 
De Jong’s flick was handled 
by Gakpo in the build up, after  
which substitute steven Ber-
ghuis was given an easy fin-
ish in on Barsham’s goal but  
Gambian referee Bakary Gas-
sama disallowed it after a VAR 
review.

Abdulaziz Hatem - one of the 
livelier Qatari players - threat-
ened from range late on with 
a well struck shot but Noppert 
gathered with relative ease, the 
Dutch keeper later again called 
upon to stop Homam Al Amin 
in his tracks. 

the oranje closed the game 
out on the front foot again, 
missing a few chances, the  
biggest of which saw Berghu-
is smash the ball against the 
post after beating off several  
defenders.

Netherlands’ forward Cody Gakpo celebrates scoring at the Al Bayt 
Stadium on Tuesday. (aFP)

Netherlands’ forward Cody Gakpo (centre) celebrates scoring the opening goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group A match against hosts Qatar at the Al Bayt Stadium on Tuesday. (aFP)

Qatar players applaud the spectators after their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group A match against Netherlands at the Al Bayt Stadium on Tuesday. (aFP)

Netherlands’ forward Cody Gakpo hugs Qatar’s defender Karim Abdel 
Hassan after their match at the Al Bayt Stadium on Tuesday. (aFP)

Key stat
Cody Gakpo is only the 
fourth Netherlands 
player to score in three 
consecutive World Cup 
matches following 
Wesley Sneijder (2010) 
Dennis Bergkamp 
(1994) and Johan 
Neeskens (1974).

Only the most optimistic of Qatari supporters envisaged anything other than a Netherlands victory. 
But if this riveting World Cup has taught us anything, it is that we should not take any outcome for 
granted. The longer this game remained 0-0, the more likely a few of the Dutch players would have 
experienced uninvited thoughts about the prospect of joining Argentina and Germany on an  
unenviable list of illustrious football nations beaten by opponents in Qatar. Gakpo struck in time  
to ensure that Netherlands stayed on course.

SCORELINE
Netherlands Qatar

2 0
Cody Gakpo 26’, Frenkie de Jong 49’
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Senegal coach aliou Cisse 
knows his side must be prepared 
for a totally different type of foot-
ball after securing their place in the 
knockout stages of the World Cup 
with a 2-1 victory over ecuador.

The africa Cup of nations 
champions - without injured star 
forward Sadio Mane - needed to 
win to make it through from group 
a, while a draw would have been 
good enough for ecuador.

after seeing Watford forward 
Ismaila Sarr put Senegal in front 
from a penalty at the end of the first 
half, Brighton midfielder Moises 
Caicedo pulled the South ameri-
cans level. However, Chelsea de-
fender Kalidou Koulibaly soon put 
Senegal back in front 
with the captain’s first 
international goal.

a possible show-
down with england 
awaits in the last 16, 
but whichever side 
Senegal face Cisse ac-
cepts his team will 
need to quickly refo-
cus for the business 
end of the tourna-
ment.

“We don’t know 
who we’re going to come up against 
in the round of 16 - it could be eng-
land, it could be Wales, Iran, USa, 
anyone,” Cisse said.

“Then that will be a new stage 
for us. We know that we are mov-
ing to the knockout stages, which 
is completely different from what 
we are used to playing in these 
types of (group) matches.

“everyone is a good team, the 
best teams in the world that are 
competing. Therefore, we need to 
be prepared to come up against 
any side.

“It is now a win or lose situa-
tion, there are no second chances 
- if you win, you go through, if you 
lose, you go home.

“So for the moment, we are just 
going to concentrate on resting 
and getting fit for the next game, 
it is simple as that.” after secur-
ing qualification, Senegal’s players 
paid tribute to Papa Bouba Diop 
on the anniversary of his death two 
years ago.

The squad held up a flag of the 
former midfielder, who scored the 
country’s first goal at the 2002 
World Cup where they went on to 
reach the quarter-finals.

“We knew this game was the 
most important or one of the most 
important for our career,” Chelsea 
defender Koulibaly said.

“This (player of the match) tro-
phy, I will give it to the family of 
Papa Bouba Diop, because this was 
a special day for us, the anniversa-
ry of his death.” Koulibaly added: 
“We want to show exactly why we 
are the champions of africa and 
why Senegal should be playing on 
the world scene.

“We have to respect the next 
team we will play against and we 
will wait to see which team we can 
play against.

“But the team 
who will play against 
us can be afraid a lit-
tle bit because they 
see that Senegal is 
a good team with a 
lot of talents and we 
can do good things.” 
after picking up four 
points from their 
opening two games, 
ecuador coach gus-
tavo alfaro accepted 
his side had come up 

short when it mattered.
“It is a hard blow and big frus-

tration. We knew that margin for 
mistakes was really high, that de-
tails could make all the difference 
and this is what happened,” alfaro 
said.

“In the first half, we didn’t have 
enough chances and missed the 
second balls. During half-time, I 
told them if you want to equalise, 
you have to do something different 
and need to play.

“We did that more in the sec-
ond half and drew level, but after 
having worked so hard, we were 
then not able to control the pace of 
the game.

“We wanted to go through on 
this road that we have been fol-
lowing and the pain we feel, like 
the whole of ecuador, is huge 
pain. “But we must not forget that 
this was a good performance from 
this generation of players and the 
experience will be useful for the 
future.”
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Senegal’s players cel-
ebrate after defender 

Kalidou Koulibaly 
scored their team’s 

second goal during the 
Qatar 2022 World Cup 
Group A match at the 
Khalifa International 
Stadium in doha on 

Tuesday. (AFP)

Senegal’s defender 

Kalidou Koulibaly cel-

ebrates with teammates 

Pape Gueye and Iliman 

ndiaye after scoring 

his team’s second goal 

during the Qatar 2022 

World Cup Group A 

match at the Khalifa 

International Stadium 

in doha on Tuesday. 
(AFP)

ready 
for any 

foe
senegal must brace 
itself for ‘completely 
different’ knockouts, 
says Coach Cisse

AFrICAN CHAMPIoNS WIN; ECUADor FAIL IN FINAL GroUP MAtCH

Koulibaly the hero as Senegal progress to last 16
FiFA.COM

doHA

Senegal have qualified for 
the Round of 16 at the FIFa 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

The lions or Teranga have 
finished as runners-up in 
group a, behind netherlands, 
having won games against 
hosts Qatar and now ecuador 
in what was a tense but thrill-
ing match.

Senegal showed signs of 
their attacking prowess early 

on, with Ismaila Sarr work-
ing himself into a shooting 

position only to have his shot 
spun around the corner of  

the post.
It was Sarr who would be 

presented with the perfect op-
portunity to open the scoring 
again when he was flattened 
in the box by Piero Hincapie. 
From the spot, Sarr was the 
coolest player on the pitch, 
rooting goalkeeper Hernan 
galindez to the spot.

Midway through the sec-
ond half, aliou 
Cisse watched 
his side turn 
defensively 

motionless as Moises Caicedo 
temporarily put a stopper in 
Senegalese celebrations. a cor-
ner, tipped on by Felix Torres, 
found Caicedo completely un-
marked in front of the Senegal 
goal; the midfielder presented 
with the easiest task to score.

However, it was the third 
dead ball scenario that would 
prove the decisive one. Idrissa 
gueye’s corner kick was bun-

dled around by a host 

of ecuadorian bodies and re-
sulted in Kalidou Koulibaly, 
storming in at the far post, 
swiping the ball past galindez 
and sparking the most deaf-
ening of celebrations in the 
stands. late pressure from 
ecuador didn’t pay, as Senegal 
progressed to the Round of 16 
for the first time since their 
World Cup debut in 2002.

Just moments before 
Koulibaly crashed in the win-
ning goal, Senegalese fans had 
their heads in their hands.

A possible showdown 
with England awaits in 
the last 16, but which-
ever side Senegal face 
Cisse accepts his 
team will need to 
quickly refocus for the 
business end of the 
tournament.

SCORELINE
Ecuador Senegal

1 2
Moises Caicedo 67’; Ismaila Sarr 44’ (P), Kalidou Koulibaly 70’



Agencies

Christian Pulisic supplied the deci-
sive strike of an absorbing contest for 
Usa to break iran hearts and set up 
an intriguing FiFa World Cup Qatar 
2022 last-16 encounter with the neth-
erlands on saturday.

Pulisic’s 38th minute goal proved 
enough for the americans to advance 
at the expense of their geopolitical 
rivals in an eagerly awaited rematch 
of their 1998 World Cup group stage 
meeting, which iran had won 2-1.

With the win, the unbeaten Us (1-
0-2) finished second to England in its 
group and will meet Group a cham-
pion the netherlands in the round of 
16 on saturday. iran, meanwhile, go 
home short of the knockout stages for 
the sixth time in as many visits to the 
World Cup.

But the iranians didn’t make it 
easy on the americans battling to the 
final minute of stoppage time that 
left the U.s. win in jeopardy until the 
final whistle. the U.s. weathered two 
prime scoring opportunities by the 
iranians in a chaotic finish to punch 
their ticket to the next round.

the only goal the U.s. needed 
came in the 38th minute when Pulisic 
got a half-step on iranian defenders 
Majid hosseini and ramin rezaeian, 
allowing him to redirect a headed 
cross from sergiño Dest into the net 
from inside the six-yard box.

the Us started at express pace, 
swarming all over Carlos Queiroz’s 
team and working alireza Beyranvand 
with a header from Pulisic and sergino 
Dest’s fizzing low cross. Beyramvand 
should have been further extended af-
ter 28 minutes but tim Weah wasn’t 

aware he lacked company in the pen-
alty box and lobbed a tame headed at-
tempt into the goalkeeper’s gloves.

iran didn’t muster a corner, let 
alone a shot, in the opening 45 min-
utes. and the Us capitalised on their 
dominance seven minutes before the 
break. Weston McKennie spread a 
ball to Dest, speeding behind the ira-
nian defence, and the outstanding 
right-back’s first-time header across 
goal was met by the onrushing Puli-
sic to turn home from six yards. the 
forward was hurt colliding with Bey-
ramvand, as he scored, and Pulisic 
ultimately succumbed to his injury at 
half-time.

Coach Gregg Berhalter’s team 
were ruing the offside flag that 
spoiled a big moment for Weah, who 
applied a lovely finish when clean 
through, by that stage. and iran, 
knowing a point was enough to ad-
vance, returned from the break a dif-
ferent beast. saman Ghoddos, sent 
on for the second 45 minutes, headed 
over from a good position, then whis-
tled a strike past the upright, albeit 
ir iran were penalised for a foul as 
the ball travelled to Ghoddos. that 
wouldn’t have counted. But a diving 
header from Morteza Pouraliganji 
in the third minute of stoppage time 
would have, had the ball flown in-
side goalkeeper Matt turner’s post 
and not half-a-yard wide. that’s how 
close this match was, this group in 
fact. three games and nine days it 
lasted – and the Usa, just, snared 
second spot behind England.

iran coach Carlos Queiroz said, 
“the first half was Us, the second 
iran. We should have scored but now 
the dream is over.”

US hold on aS 
Iran go home
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SCORELINE
Iran USA

0 1
Christian Pulisic 38’

The only goal in the game came from america’s 
Christian Pulisic, robbing Iran of its round of 16 berth

Iran players react at the end of the match

Pulisic taken to hospital 
after injury on goal

Agencies

Christian Pulisic, who 
scored the lone goal in the 
United states’ 1-0 win over iran 
at the World Cup on tuesday, 
was taken to the hospital to un-
dergo a scan for an abdominal 
injury.

Pulisic scored in the 38th 
minute but collided with irani-
an goalkeeper alireza Beiran-
vand on the play. Pulisic was 
down on the field for a few min-
utes before slowly getting up 
and walking off with trainers.

Play resumed with the U.s. 
opting not to sub out for Puli-
sic. he re-entered the game 
a couple minutes later and 
played out the rest of the first 
half, but he did not return to 
the field in the second half.

“no update on his status,” 
U.s. coach Gregg Berhalter 
told the BBC. “But it’s a won-
derful thing when one of your 
best players is also one of the 
most hard working. he’s cer-
tainly that. i can’t say enough 
positive things about Chris-
tian.”

USA’s forward #10 Christian Pulisic receives medical attention after 
injuring himself while scoring his team’s lone goal

Christian Pulisic sends the ball past Iran’s goalkeeper Alireza Beiranvand; US players celebrated after their victory over Iran.



RashfoRd unstoppable as 
england fly into last 16
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DPA 
Doha 

Marcus rashford scored a 
brace and Phil Foden the other 
as England trounced Wales 3-0 
on Tuesday to secure first place 
in World cup Group B and a 
last-16 berth along with the 
united states who edged Iran 
1-0 in the other game.

rashford curled home a 
free-kick in the 50th, won the 
ball two minutes later which 
led to Foden’s goal, and then 
got the third himself again in 
the 68th minute.

Both players had been 
among four new England 
starters after their impressive 
opening 6-2 against Iran was 
followed by a meagre 0-0 draw 
with the us.

“It’s a great feeling,” rash-
ford told the BBc. “Moments 
like this, this is what I play 
football for. I’m happy we 
are going through to the next 
round of the tournament be-
cause I have massive ambi-
tions for this team and I think 
we can play even better than 
we did today.” 

Euro 2020 runners-up 
England finished top 
of the group and 
now face Group a 
runners-up sen-
egal in the last 16 
on sunday.

The us will play 
Group a winners Neth-
erlands on saturday 
after leapfrogging Iran 
from christian Pulisic’s 
38th minute winner.

In the British duel, 
rashford and Foden 
had the biggest oppor-
tunities before the break 
and then put England 
on course shortly after 
the restart which took 
place without substi-
tuted Wales star Ga-
reth Bale.

M a n c h e s t e r 
united’s rashford 
superbly curled a 
free-kick into the 
top right corner in 
the 50th, and then 
won the ball deep 
in the Welsh half, 
fed captain Har-
ry Kane whose 
pass across the 

goalmouth was met by Man-
chester city’s Foden at the 
far post for 2-0.

Wales, having lost the 
last six games against Eng-

land since a 1984 win, tried 
to fight back as Dan James 

curled wide and goal-
keeper Jordan Pick-

ford needed to save a 
shot from Johnson 

that took a big 
deflection off 
Harry Maguire.

But it was 
all over in 

the 68th when 
rashford took up Kalvin 
Phillips’ long ball, ran into 
the area, beat a defender, 

and netted through Ward’s 
legs.

“We were a little bit disap-
pointed after the usa result. 

Thought we could’ve played 
a lot better. and it was im-
portant to have a good per-

formance the next game. We 
defended brilliantly in the first 
half and it was just about kill-
ing the game off early and tak-

ing the chances in the game,” 
rashford said.

Wales manager robert 
Page said: “We’re disappointed 
to leave the tournament but, if 
we’re going to go out, that’s the 
way to go out.

My message is don’t be dis-
appointed. We’ve got to build 
for the future again now.”

England Manager Gareth 
southgate made four changes 
to his team that performed so 
poorly against usa, rashford, 
Foden, Jordan Henderson and 
fit-again Kyle Walker coming 
in for raheem sterling, Bukayo 

saka, Mason Mount and Kier-
an Trippier.

It not only helped England 
run out easy winners but gave 
squad members valuable game 
time, especially Walker, who 
is such an important part of 
southgate’s plans but missed 
the end of the Premier League 
to undergo groin surgery.

England and southgate 
have achieved their first prior-
ity of qualifying for the last 16 
while topping their group, two 
strong wins against Iran and 
Wales coming either side of 
that dismal usa showing.

England’s forward Marcus Rashford scores his team’s third goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group B 
match against Wales at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on Tuesday night. (aFP)

star forward blew a hole in wales’ defence and scored england’s 100th  
world Cup goal; The Three Lions will play senegal in the round of 16

England’s Marcus Rashford celebrates with teammates after scoring his team’s first goal during the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 Group B match against Wales at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on Tuesday. (aFP)

Wales’ players applaud the crowd after being defeated 3-0 in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group B match 
against England at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on Tuesday. (aFP)

SCORELINE
Wales England

0 3
Marcus Rashford 50’, 68’, Phil Foden 51’

 England’s forward Phil 
Foden (R) celebrates with 
England’s midfielder Jude 
Bellingham (C) and Eng-
land’s midfielder Declan 
Rice (L) after scoring his 
team’s second goal. (aFP)

It’s a great feeling. Moments 
like this, this is what I play 
football for. I’m happy we 
are going through to the next 
round of the tournament 
because I have massive 
ambitions for this team and I 
think we can play even 
better than we  
did today.
Marcus Rashford
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BArcelonA will ask Sergio Busquets to 
provide clarity on his future plans when he 
returns from the World cup, Jordi cruyff 
has revealed.

Midfield stalwart Busquets is due to 
reach the end of his Barcelona contract 
at the end of this season, and he has 
been linked with a move to Inter Miami.

After 15 seasons at camp nou, 
Busquets could elect to finish his career 
in Major league Soccer with the team 
part-owned by David Beckham. His 
long-standing team-mate Gerard Pique 
recently retired in mid-season, surpris-

ing Barcelona, and the club want 
to be sure they are aware 

of Busquets’ next inten-
tions.

Barca technical director cruyff said in an 
interview with TV3: “When the World cup is over, 
we will talk to him. He’s earned every right to 
decide his future, but the club also needs to plan 
its squad.” 

The 34-year-old Busquets remains a key 
figure for Barcelona and Spain, and for his club, 
only four team-mates have played more minutes 
than him so far this season (1,201).

He has played close to 700 first-team games 
for Barcelona since making his debut in 2008.

cruyff also spoke about Barcelona’s transfer 
plans for the January window and said it was 
“clear that there are some positions that we can 
reinforce.” 

Spending limits may remain a factor; however, 
if Barcelona get the go-ahead to make a move, 
cruyff said they would not hang about. “If there is 
an option to sign, we know what we have to do,” 
he said.
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Frappart first female referee at World Cup 2022 
for Germany-Costa Rica match

dpa
Al rAyyAn (QATAr) 

Stephanie Frappart of France will be-
come the first woman to officiate a game 
at a men’s World Cup as she has been ap-
pointed referee of thursday’s Group e 
encounter between Germany and Costa 
Rica.

the ruling body FiFa announced 
the milestone on tuesday as it also said 

that the assistant referees for the cru-
cial game would be women: neuza 

Back of Brazil and Karen Diaz 
Medina of Mexico.

Said Martinez of 
honduras is the fourth 

official. Frappart has a lot of experience with 
men’s games and was already nominated for 
the euro 2020 tournament but didn’t get a 
match there.

She has been in charge of games in the 
French Ligue 1 since 2019, officiated the 
european Super Cup in 2019 and was also 
the first woman in charge of a Champions 
League match in 2020.

two further female referees are at the 
Qatar tournament, Salima Mukansanga of 
Rwanda and Japan’s Yoshimi Yamashita. 
they are yet to take to the pitch.

“they are not here because they are wom-
en but as FiFa referees. they are ready for 
every game,” FiFa referee chief pierluigi Col-
lina said at the start of the tournament.

Netherlands’ forward Memphis 
Depay eyes the ball during the 
match against Qatar at the Al Bayt 
Stadium on Tuesday. (AFP)

barcelona planning busquets talks 
after spain’s world Cup campaign

neymar ruled out of final group 
game as brazil injury list grows

STaTS perform/dpa

neYMaR has been ruled out of 
Brazil’s final World Cup group 
match against Cameroon, while 
alex Sandro has joined the su-
perstar forward and Danilo on 
the injury list.

paris Saint-Germain star 
neymar hobbled off in the 80th 
minute of Brazil’s 2-0 win over 
Serbia last week with a lateral 
ligament injury to his right an-
kle.

the 30-year-old sat out 
Monday’s victory over Switzer-
land, in which Casemiro scored 
a late winner, but no official 
timeframe was given for his re-
covery.

however, team doctor 
Rodrigo Lasmar confirmed on 
tuesday that neymar will play 
no part against Cameroon, 

with Brazil requiring a point to 
guarantee top spot in Group G.

team-mate Danilo, who 
has a similar ankle problem to 
neymar, will also not recover 
in time for Friday’s match at 
Lusail Stadium, while alex 
Sandro is suffering from a hip 
injury.

“after yesterday’s game, 
alex Sandro felt pain in his left 
hip and was unable to continue 
in the game,” Lasmar said.  

“this morning he was re-
assessed. We took him for an 
MRi test, which showed a mus-
cle injury in the left hip muscle. 
the player will not be able to 
participate in the next match.

“But he is still undergoing 
treatment so that we can re-
cover him as soon as possible.  
“Danilo and neymar are still 
recovering from ankle injuries.

(From 2ndL) Brazil’s defender #06 Alex Sandro, Brazil’s defender #13 
Dani Alves, Brazil’s midfielder #22 Everton Ribeiro, Brazil’s defender 
#16 Alex Telles and Brazil’s forward #26 Gabriel Martinelli take part in 
a training session at Grand Hamad Stadium in Doha on Tuesday. (AFP)

Van 
Gaal

Depay
 ‘the big  
differenCe’ for  
netherlands:

returning
STaTS perform/dpa

Al KHor (QATAr)

LouiS van Gaal was heartened by 
Memphis Depay’s display on his first 
start at the World Cup as he had a 
hand in both goals in a 2-0 nether-
lands win over Qatar on tuesday.

Depay is the oranje’s star man 
but had been restricted to the role of 
substitute in their first two matches 
following a hamstring injury.

But the Barcelona forward was 
called in from the start as the nether-
lands needed three points to be sure 
of top spot in Group a.

although Depay did not score, he 
was involved in the build-up to Cody 
Gakpo’s opener and then had the shot 
that led to Frenkie de Jong convert-
ing a rebound for the second.

Coach Van Gaal was “so pleased” 
to have taken a risk by including De-
pay, Marten de Roon and Matthijs de 
Ligt, who had all been dealing with 
fitness concerns.

“the difference is Memphis is 
playing,” he said. “he was involved in 
those two goals. that is the big differ-
ence.

“We have to bring Memphis into 
the game gradually, because he hasn’t 
played in about two months.” Mean-
while, Van Gaal described Gakpo, 
who has three goals in three games, 
as having “everything it takes to be-
come a star”.

Van Gaal was certainly more im-
pressed by his two forwards than 
he was by a question suggesting the 
netherlands had underwhelmed.

“i think you have a different per-
spective on football than i,” respond-
ed Van Gaal.

“Why don’t you write down that 
it’s terribly boring and you’re going 
home tomorrow because you couldn’t 

care less?” 
When it was put to the 

coach that many fans con-
curred, he replied: “that’s disap-
pointing, but i don’t agree. i think 
everyone would be rather proud that 
we’re progressing to the next round.” 
Davy Klaassen, for his part, had ac-
cepted it was a fair assessment.

“if you play against Qatar, eve-
ryone will expect you’ll win 5-0 or 
more,” Klaassen said. “this tourna-
ment has shown it’s very difficult.

“it’s not like 10 years ago when 
you have the results you used to have. 
no country so far has shown these 
results in the group stage.” Qatar 
coach Felix Sanchez gave no assur-
ances around his future but bristled 
at mention of his side’s performance 
being the worst statistically of any 
host nation in World Cup history.

no other home side have lost as 
many as three matches or conceded 
as many as seven group-stage goals.

“We’re talking about statistics. 
We’re a country with 6,000 football 
licences, so this was a likely situa-
tion,” Sanchez said.

“We never thought at any time to 
set a goal of reaching the last 16 or 
the quarter-finals. the goal was to get 
here, compete and see what we could 
do. now we’ve seen.

“We managed to play two good 
games against the netherlands and 
Senegal, knowing what tough oppo-
nents they are. We know in our first 
game we weren’t at our usual level 
and didn’t compete that well.

“We’re very realistic about what 
we can do, where we’re heading, what 
is expected of us.

“You can use statistics as you 
please, but we have to make our own 
assessment. that’s what really mat-
ters to us.”

French 
Stephanie Frap-

part, who officiated as 
the fourth official during the 

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
Group C match between Mexico 
and Poland at Stadium 974 
in Doha. She will now offici-
ated the Group E encounter 

between Germany and 
Costa Rica on Thurs-

day. (AFP)
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  Group H  p  w  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Portugal 2 2 0 0 5 2 3 6
Ghana 2 1 0 1 5 5 0 3
South Korea 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1
Uruguay 2 0 1 1 0 2 -2 1

  Group G  p  w  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Brazil 2 2 0 0 3 0 3 6
Switzerland 2 1 0 1 1 1 0 3
Cameroon 2 0 1 1 3 4 -1 1
Serbia 2 0 1 1 3 5 -2 1

 Group a  p  w  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Netherlands 3 2 1 0 5 1 4 7
Senegal 3 2 0 1 5 4 1 6
Ecuador 3 1 1 1 4 3 1 4
Qatar 3 0 0 3 1 5 -6 0

 Group b  p  w  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
England 3 2 1 0 9 2 7 7
USA 3 1 2 0 2 1 1 5
Iran 3 1 0 2 4 7 -3 3
Wales 3 1 0 2 1 6 -5 1

 Group C  p  w  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Poland 2 1 1 0 2 0 2 4
Argentina  2 1 0 1 3 2 1 3
Saudi 2 1 0 1 2 3 -1 3
Mexico 2 0 1 1 0 2 -2 1

 Group e  p  w  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Spain 2 1 1 0 8 1 7 4
Japan 2 1 0 1 2 2 0 3
Costa Rica 2 1 0 1 1 7 -6 3
Germany 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1

 Group d  p  w  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
France 2 2 0 0 6 2 4 6
Australia 2 1 0 1 2 4 -2 3
Denmark 2 0 1 1 1 2 -1 1
Tunisia 2 0 1 1 0 1 -1 1

  Group F  p  w  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Croatia 2 1 1 0 4 1 3 4
Morocco 2 1 1 0 2 0 2 4
Belgium 2 1 0 1 1 2 -1 3
Canada 2 0 0 2 1 5 -4 0

Group staGe standinGs

Football 
Fever in 
Myriad 

hues
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fAn Add  
flArE And
colour to  
world cuP

Qatar gracefully exits the tournament after welcoming the 
world to the grandest of stages. The Netherlands win Group 
A with seven points, while Senegal finishes second with six 
points after defeating Ecuador 2-1. Ecuador and Qatar, on 
the other hand, will have to bid farewell after finishing with 
four and zero points, respectively. With their customes and 
regalie, the fans added flare and colour to the tournament.
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Germany must have humility: Muller
DPA

Al ShAmAl (QAtAr)

Germany’s Thomas muller 
says his side must be humble 
ahead of their decisive World 
Cup group match with Costa 
rica and shrugged off specu-
lation he might be dropped in 
favour of the in-form niclas 
Füllkrug.

Germany meet the Cen-
tral americans in al Khor on 
Thursday knowing a win will 
send them through to the last 
16 if spain also beat Japan.

Hansi Flick’s side are the 
big favourites to advance but 
müller says they have to work 
to do after an opening 2-1 loss 
to Japan and 1-1 draw with 
spain.

“When world football looks 
at Germany against Costa 
rica, I think we are the favour-
ites from the outside. I think 
it’s absolutely clear that we 
have to win. But of course we 

have to respect them,” müller, 
33, told a news conference on 
Tuesday.

“We have a lot of humility 
ourselves. If you look at the ta-
ble, we have one point, a minus 
one goal difference. so there is 
not much reason to be really 

euphoric.” Germany, then the 
holders, were dumped out in 
the group stage four years ago 
for the first time. They lost 2-0 
to south Korea in the decider.

“yes of course we actually 
had a similar situation with 
needing a win against south 

Korea. now we just have to do 
it differently,” said müller, who 
is in his fourth World Cup.

“What has put a smile on 
our faces since the day before 
yesterday is to have the chance 
at all to get to the last 16 and 
then to be able to show the 
football world what we are re-
ally made of.” 

The battling 1-1 draw with 
spain came courtesy of an 
equalizer from Füllkrug. mül-
ler had started up front as a 
false nine but was largely inef-
fective, with Werder Bremen 
striker Füllkrug taking his 
chance with aplomb in just his 
second international.

several ex-Germany play-
ers have urged Flick to go with 
Füllkrug, 29, from the start.

“my role has always been 
the same, I try to get forward,” 
müller said, brushing off the 
question about whether his 
teammate threatened his place 
in the team.

Germany’s midfielder Jonas Hofmann and forward Thomas Muller during a 
training session at the Al Shamal Stadium on Tuesday. (AFP)

(STATS Perform/DPA)
DohA 

alvaro morata would 
be content to start each of 
spain’s World Cup games on 
the substitutes’ bench if it 
meant la roja won the tourna-
ment.

atletico madrid striker 
morata has come off the bench 
in both of his country’s games 
in Qatar so far, scoring in the 
win over Costa rica and the 
draw with Germany.

Those four points mean 
luis enrique’s side need only a 
point against Japan on Thurs-
day to qualify for the knockout 
stage.

should he not be selected in 
the starting XI for that match, 
morata insists he will have 
no complaints and will gladly 
cheer his team-mates on.

“at club level you’ve got 
more time to train, more space, 
and obviously, you want to 
play,” he told onda Cero. “But 
here, I can assure you that it 
doesn’t bother to me at all [to 
be a substitute].

“In fact, if I had to choose 

coming on from the bench in all 
the games, or even not playing, 
but the team wins the World 
Cup, I would sign up for it. I 
would cheer the team on from 
the bench.

“In the end, we have a goal, 
a dream, and all of us feel im-
portant.

everyone is important in 
different ways. all of us are im-

portant and everyone has his 
function.

“many players who don’t 
play can be the ones who give 
more to the group. Historically, 
it has been like that in the na-
tional team.

“I always give an example 
to the people that want to play 
but don’t play as much as they 
want. They have to look at Pepe 

reina and Iker Casillas.
“They were here [previous 

World Cups] without playing, 
but they always gave their best, 
so they are examples to follow, 
and they got the credit that 
they deserved, whether they 
played or not.” 

morata is spain’s joint-fifth 
highest scorer of all time with 
29 goals, yet he has often been 
criticized by supporters.

The 30-year-old admits he 
has spent too much time listen-
ing to other people’s opinions 
of him, but says his own criti-
cism has been the most damag-
ing.

“I enjoy doing my job,” he 
added. “People can call me 
crazy, but I have spent maybe 
eight or nine years of a career 
that can last 15, thinking about 
what...people say.

“a person has to be happy 
as he is, assume the good and 
bad things, and don’t let any-
one take away your happiness.

“If there is one thing I re-
gret in my professional career 
and in my life, it is having been 
my own worst enemy many 
times.”

Morata content with bench role  
if it means Spain go all the way

(STATS Perform/DPA)
DohA 

andre onana said there was 
“no will on the other side” to 
resolve differences after the In-
ter goalkeeper was suspended 
by Cameroon team manage-
ment at the World Cup.

The 26-year-old looks to 
have had his last involvement 
at Qatar 2022, with reports in-
dicating he planned to catch a 
flight out of the country.

onana issued a statement in 
the wake of his shock demotion, 
which Cameroon team officials 
on monday put down to undis-
closed “disciplinary reasons”. 
For his part, onana denies be-
having against the team’s inter-
ests.

Coach rigobert song left 
the goalkeeper out against ser-
bia, preferring devis epassy for 
monday’s thrilling 3-3 World 
Cup draw.

reports suggested onana’s 
omission came after a disagree-
ment with song over his play-
ing style in the 1-0 loss against 
switzerland, when he had the 
most touches outside the box by 
a goalkeeper ever recorded in a 
World Cup match (26).

onana has denied that was 
the trigger, telling the relevo 
website: “The game with the 
feet? no, there is nothing.” He 
issued a statement on Twitter, 
saying his suspension was tough 
to understand.

It read: “yesterday I was not 
allowed to be on the ground to 
help Cameroon, as I always do, 
to achieve the team’s goals. l al-
ways behaved in a way to lead 
the team to success in a good 
manner.

“I have put all my efforts and 
energy into finding solutions to 

a situation that a footballer of-
ten experiences, but there has 
been no will on the other side. 
some moments are difficult to 
assimilate.

“However, I always respect 
and support the decisions of the 
people in charge of pursuing the 
success of our team and coun-
try. I extend all my strength 
to my team-mates because we 
demonstrated that we are capa-
ble of going very far in this com-
petition.

“The values that I promote 
as a person and as a player are 
the ones that identify me, and 
that my family has given me 
since my childhood.

representing Cameroon has 
always been a privilege. The na-
tion first and forever.” 

onana also told relevo: “I’m 
fine. If it’s fair or not it doesn’t 
matter any more. The most im-
portant thing is that the country 
always wins and I wish them a 
lot of luck.” 

Cameroon face Brazil in 
their last Group G game on Fri-
day, sitting two points behind 
second-placed switzerland and 
needing to win to stand any 
hope of reaching the next phase.

Suspended Onana 
shocked by Cameroon 
stance at World Cup

Cameroon’s goalkeeper Andre Onana during a training session. (AFP)

The Round of 64 of the Main Round of the GNP Mexico Major Premier Padel were held at the Club Sonoma courts in Monterrey, Mexico, on Tuesday. Some of the matches earlier on Monday were postponed due to the 
high humidity and the officials chose to not take unnecessary risks for the players. The International Padel Federation’s Premier event in Mexico has Alejandro Galan and Juan Lebron of Spain as the top seeds while 
Francisco Navarro (Spain) and Juan Tello of Argentina are the second seeds. (tNN)

Spain’s forward Alvaro Morata (centre) jumps to head the ball during 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group E match against Germany at the 
Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday (November 27). (AFP)

GNP MExico MAjor PrEMiEr PAdEl bEGiNS

The values that I promote as 
a person and as a player are 
the ones that identify me, 
and that my family has given 
me since my childhood. 
Representing Cameroon has 
always been a privilege. The 
nation first and forever
Andre Onana
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Mexico will be 
eliminated from 

World Cup if they 
lose to Saudi Arabia

agency
Doha

To extend their knockout-
round streak at the World Cup, 
Mexico will need to find goals 
quickly – and possibly several 
of them.

Mexico has reached the 
round of 16 in seven consecu-
tive World Cups, tying Brazil 
for the longest current streak. 
In Qatar, however, El Tri are 
bottom of Group C and face a 
must-win match against Saudi 
Arabia on Wednesday at Lusail 
Stadium.

The last time Mexico failed 
to advance from their group 
in football biggest tournament 
was in 1978.

But winning isn’t enough: 
El Tri needs assistance as well. 
Poland must defeat both Lionel 
Messi and Argentina at the 
same time at Stadium 974.

That is the simplest path 
forward for Mexico. It gets 
more complicated after that. 
If Mexico performs admirably 
and wins, but Argentina, one 
of the tournament’s favourites, 
also triumphs, goal difference 
enters the picture.

The issue is that Mexico 
has yet to score a goal in Qatar.

In fact, El Tri hasn’t scored 
in 384 minutes at the World 
Cup, dating back to their sec-
ond group match in Russia in 
2018.

“We are optimistic about 
our chances.”

“We’re hanging on to our 
chances,” veteran Mexico mid-
fielder Andres Guardado, who 
is playing in his fifth World 
Cup, said. “And, of course, we 
will try until the bitter end.”

Saturday’s 
2-0 loss to Argen- t i n a 
extended the drought. In Mex-
ico’s first game against Poland, 
neither team scored.

Since the tournament in 
Argentina 44 years ago, Mexico 
has not been eliminated from 
the group stage. El Tri failed to 
qualify for the 1982 World Cup 
in Spain and was barred from 
competing in the 1990 event in 
Italy for using overage players 
in an under-20 tournament.

Since then, Mexico have 
advanced to the round of 
16 in their last sev-
en appearanc-
es — but no 
further. El 
Tri came to 
Qatar look-

ing to play in an elusive “quinto 
partido” — a fifth game — for 
the first time since Mexico 
hosted the tournament in 1986.

“In the next game we have 
no more chances,” Mexico for-
ward Henry Martin said. “We 
have to score the goals that we 
can, and not worry what hap-
pens in the other game.”

The lack of goals increased 
criticism of Mexico coach 
Gerardo “Tata” Martino. He’d 
already been questioned about 
some of his decisions, including 
leaving all-time leading scorer 
Javier “Chicharito” Hernandez 
off the team.

Hernandez, who now 
plays for the LA Galaxy in Ma-
jor League Soccer, scored the 
game-winning goal in Russia in 
a 2-1 group-stage victory over 
South Korea. The other goal 
was scored by LAFC forward 
Carlos Vela, who has fallen 
out of favour with the national 
team.

If Mexico fail to advance 
after facing Saudi Arabia, a 
team that pulled off one of the 
tournament’s biggest upsets by 
defeating Argentina 2-1 in their 
opener, Martino may be look-
ing for a new job.

“Not getting through would 
leave a lot of frustration,” Mar-
tino said on Tuesday. 

“We need the goals to win, 
that is what it takes to keep us 
here.”

Saudi Arabia couldn’t pull 
off another upset Saturday 
when they fell to Poland 2-0. 
The Saudis reached the round 
of 16 back in 1994, the team’s 
World Cup debut, but haven’t 
made it past the group stage 
since.

“We will play to the last 
second of this tournament 
and we will not give up,” Saudi 
Arabia coach Herve Renard 
said. Nawaf Al Abed sustained 
an ankle injury against Poland 
and it was unclear if he would 
be available against Mexico.

Mexico’s midfielder Andres Guardado (centre) takes part in a  
training session at the Al Khor SC in Al Khor on Wednesday.  (aFP)

Group C: Saudi Arabia vs Mexico (10pm) at Lusail Stadium

 Pa Media/dPa
lonDon

SAudI Arabia coach Herve 
Renard have challenged his 
players to make history by 
advancing to the World Cup 
knockout stage with a win 
over Mexico on Wednesday.

The Saudis know that a 
win in their final Group C 
match will be enough to ad-
vance to the knockout stages 
for the first time since 1994, 
when Saeed Al-stunning 
owairan’s strike defeated 
Belgium.

Moreover, despite pulling 
off one of the greatest World 
Cup upsets against Argentina 
in their first match, Renard 
has warned that result will 
be meaningless if they do not 
advance to the last 16.

“If these players want the 
fans to remember them they 
have to make history, other-
wise people will forget in 20 
or 30 years, because the last 
time we reached the second 
round was in 1994,” said Re-
nard.

“The most important 
thing is that we are still alive 
for this game and we have the 
chance to qualify, but we will 
have to fight very hard. Mex-
ico have a lot of experience in 
the World Cup and a better 
record than Saudi Arabia.”

Renard will have to shuf-
fle his starting lineup for 
a game that could see the 
Saudis advance with a draw, 
depending on the outcome 
of Argentina’s game against 
Poland in Group C.

Salman Al-Faraj, the tal-
ismanic captain, has already 
returned home after being 
ruled out of the rest of the 
tournament with a leg injury, 
while fellow midfielder Abd-
ulelah Al-Malki is suspended 
after receiving his second 
yellow card in the defeat to 
Poland.

Mexico must win and 
hope that Poland beats Ar-
gentina, or beat the Saudis by 
at least three goals to ensure 

an unlikely progression after 
two poor performances.

But they are boosted by 
the return of captain Andres 
Guardado, who was expected 
to miss the match after limp-
ing out of Argentina’s defeat 
with a leg injury.

Guardado, on the other 
hand, has declared himself 
injury-free and ready to face 
the Saudis, insisting that his 
teammates must believe they 
can still reach the knockout 
stages.

“We believe in our chanc-
es and we hold on to them,” 
said Guardado. 

“When you get a blow like 
the other day you need to di-
gest it and turn the page very 
quickly.

“We have a big chance to 
forget the defeat to Argentina 
with a big game against Saudi 
Arabia. We can still qualify, 
we believe in our chances 
and nobody can tell us it is 
impossible.”

Saudi Arabia coach Herve 
Renard shouts instructions 
to his players during the 
match at the Education City. 
Stadium in Al Rayyan on 
Saturday. (aFP)

rEnArd ChALLEnGES  
hiS SAudi ArAbiA tEAM  

to CrEAtE

Saudi Arabia’s midfielder Mohamed Kanno attends a 
press conference at the Qatar National Convention Center 
(QNCC) in Doha on Tuesday. (AFP)

Key 
Stats
 Mexico have failed to 
score in their last four 
World Cup matches. 
 Saudi arabia are 
looking to match 
or surpass the 
achievements of their 
World Cup debut in 1994, 
when the Gulf state 
advanced to the last 16. 
 The last time Mexico 
failed to progress from 
the group stage was in 
1982. 
 Mexico must win 
to have any chance 
of staying in the 
competition, and they will 
be sure to go through if 
Poland beat argentina in 
the other Group C match. 
 Saudi arabia will reach 
the last 16 if they win. 
 a draw will take the 
Saudis to the knockout 
round if Poland defeat 
argentina, but if both 
matches are tied, they 
will go out as the Copa 
america champions have 
a better goal difference. 

Previous meetings: 
 Saudi arabia and 
Mexico have faced each 
other five times since 
their first meeting in 
January 1995. Mexico 
won four of those games, 
including the last one in 
1999, while one game 
ended in a draw.

history

 We are optimistic 
about our chances. We’re 
hanging on to our chances. 
And, of course, we will try 
until the bitter end.

Veteran Mexico midfielder 
Andres Guardado

A win can take the Saudis to the knockout stages for the first time since 1994 

 If these  
players want the fans 
to remember them 
they have to make 
history, otherwise 
people will forget in 20 
or 30 years, because 
the last time we 
reached the second 
round was in 1994.

Herve Renard      
Saudi Arabia coach

Mexico’s 
Argentinian coach 
Gerardo Martino at-

tends a press  
conference at 

QNCC on Tuesday. 
(aFP)



PAGE 10 | SPortS Wednesday, november 30, 2022

Group C: Poland vs Argentina (10 pm) at Stadium 974

Both Argentina and Poland coaches insist their round-three 
match isn’t a clash between the two star strikers

Poland’s 
players 
take 
part in a 
training 
session 
at the Al 
Kharaiti-
yat SC in 
Doha on 
Tuesday. 
(AFP)

Poland have kept a clean sheet in their last three World Cup matches, including both in 2022.
Poland won four of their first seven World Cup games against South American sides (L3) but lost each of their 

last three in the competition without scoring a single goal.
Argentina lost their last two World Cup games against European nations - Croatia (3-0) and France (4-3) in 

2018.
Poland will advance with at least a draw, while Argentina may also advance with a draw depending on the 

result of the other group game.

Previous meetings:
 This is the third time Poland and Argentina will meet at the World Cup. Poland won 3-2 in 1974 and 

Argentina won 2-0 four years later. Argentina have won six of their 11 meetings overall, with Poland winning 
three. The teams last played an international friendly in June 2011, which Poland won 2-1.

Argentina’s forward 
Lionel Messi with 
his teammates 
during a training 
session at Qatar 
University in Doha 
on Tuesday. (AFP)

‘Not Messi vs  
LewaNdowski’

Key Stats

A
rgentina coach Lionel 
Scaloni did not want to be 
drawn into a comparison be-
tween his star Lionel Messi and 
Poland’s robert Lewandowski 

on the eve of their crucial World Cup date 
on Wednesday.

When asked if he 
felt Lewandows-

ki was a player 
now at the 
same level 
as Messi, 
he said: 
“He’s a 
top play-
er. it’s a 
privilege 
and a 
pleasure 
to see 

h i m 
from 

u p 

close, as a football fan. He is a great player.
“the question is a bit tricky - is he at 

the same level of Messi? You just have to 
enjoy watching such a good player. Why 
compare one player with the other one? 
it’s not helpful.”

Scaloni labelled striker Lewandowski 
“a fantastic player” and said “you must 
simply enjoy him.

“it makes no sense to compare the 
two,” he insisted.

Messi and Lewandowski could be the 
key for each side when it comes to reach-
ing the last 16.

Poland are top of group C with four 
points, one ahead of argentina and Saudi 
arabia, with Mexico on one but also in 
contention.

Poland only need a draw to advance. 
argentina will progress if they win and will 
be out if they lose. all other scenarios will 
depend on the outcome of Mexico v Saudi 
arabia played at the same time.

Scaloni says he was “really reassured” 
by what he saw from his players in Satur-

day’s win over Mexico.
Scaloni’s men bounced 

back from the shock 2-1 
loss to Saudi arabia in 
their World Cup group 
C opener by defeat-
ing Mexico 2-0, with 
Lionel Messi putting 
them ahead with a 
64th-minute strike 
before enzo Fer-
nandez added a 
second goal late on.

they will now 
look to secure last-
16 qualification on 
Wednesday when 

they face Poland, the group leaders with 
four points - third-placed Saudi arabia 
also have three, while Mexico have one.

Scaloni, whose reigning Copa america 
champions had gone into the tournament 
in Qatar on a 36-match unbeaten run, 
told a press conference: “Obviously 
after a victory against Mexico, 
we are feeling better emo-
tionally. We are on the 
right path now.

‘It’s not tennis’
Scaloni’s Poland 

counterpart Czeslaw 
Michniewicz was 
also asked about Messi and Lewandowski, 
who he said were both “fabulous” players.

Michniewicz refused to give an opinion 
on who was better, and stressed it was “not 
only a match between Lewandowski and 
Messi - it’s not tennis, it’s not one-on-one”.

He also spoke about the job of trying 
to stop Messi, as he compared the seven-
time Ballon d’Or winner to italian Olympic 
champion skier alberto tomba.

“it’s a great question, how to stop Li-
onel Messi - i think all the world has been 
thinking about it for years, and i don’t 
think we’re ever going to find out the final 
answer,” Michniewicz said.

“today at the briefing we said that Mes-
si behaves on the pitch 
like alberto tomba on 
the slope. He is able 
to avoid everyone like 
tomba, get around 
everyone. So i need 
to put our players 
to make it difficult 
for Messi, because if 
he is able to ride 

through easily, he will score easily. We 
need to do it with teamwork.” if they ce-
ment qualification, it will be the first time 
Poland have made the World Cup last 16 
since 1986.

and Michniewicz - whose side drew 
0-0 with Mexico in their first group game 
- said: “We should all be excited to play 
argentina, that we play for something, it’s 
high stakes. We will do everything to win 
because we can do it.”

argentina midfielder Lisandro Martin-
ez spoke of a big challenge and said they 
must be on their guard against Lewan-
dowski, who scored his first career World 
Cup goal in a 2-0 win against Saudi arabia, 
and his team.

“We must be very well organized. We 
know how good Lewandowski moves.

We cannot allow them to counter at-
tack,” Martinez warned.

We must be very well 
organised. We know how 

good Lewandowski moves. We cannot 
allow them to counter attack.

— Argentina midfielder 
Lisandro Martinez



‘No big ego 
for Mbappe’ 
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STATS Perform/dPA
Doha

France boss Didier Deschamps 
dismissed suggestions striker Ky-
lian Mbappe has an ego, and de-
nied the Paris Saint-Germain star 
would influence his team selection 
for Wednesday’s game against Tu-
nisia.

Les Bleus have already secured 
their place in the knockout stage 
following wins over australia and 
Denmark, meaning Deschamps is 
set to make several changes to his 
side for the Group D match at edu-
cation city Stadium.

Deschamps was not willing to 
go into detail on his starting XI but 
swatted aside a question implying 
Mbappe’s ego would mean he’d de-
mand to start.

“His fitness is fine so we 
don’t need to manage 
that, so you are saying 
we have to manage 
his ego?” he said.

“What do 
you know about 
that? I know but 
you don’t. Kylian 
doesn’t have a big 
ego, that’s not true.

“He’s a key player 
but he’s a team player. 
Of course, he’s a star but 
he’s not 18 years old anymore, he’s 
more experienced.

“He wants to play tomorrow 
but not all of them can start the 
match, that’s normal.

“You can imagine lots of things 
but I have a lot of factors to take 
into account. and my informa-
tion is first hand, straight from the 
horse’s mouth.” Tunisia must beat 
France and hope Denmark avoid 
defeat by australia to be in con-

tention to qualify, and Deschamps 
knows he has to balance his squad’s 
needs with the integrity of the com-
petition.

He added: “We are going 
through so we don’t need to go all 
out for the victory, and it looks like 
we are going to win the group.

“But this is a World cup game 
against an opponent that needs a 
result to go through, and australia 
and Denmark are also playing for 
their qualification. We will try to 
get the best result possible.

“I am going to have to manage 
the squad, I have a lot of things to 
take into account. I have some more 
time to make my decision - you will 
find out tomorrow - but yes, there 
will be changes, I just can’t tell you 
how many.” There were reports on 

Monday that Deschamps’ injury-
hit squad may be boosted by 

the return of striker Ka-
rim Benzema, who sus-
tained a recurrence of 
a thigh problem on 
the eve of the tour-
nament, but has re-
mained on France’s 
squad list.

Benzema has left 
Qatar to receive treat-

ment but Les Bleus’ boss 
was baffled by talk of an im-

minent comeback for the Ballon 
d’Or winner.

“I am not sure, that’s not some-
thing I am thinking about,” he said.

“Who is saying that? “I talked 
to Karim after he left the squad but 
you know the situation, you know 
how long it will take him to recover. 
It is up to you if you want to specu-
late and imagine scenarios, that’s 
not what I am focusing on at the 
moment.”

Group D: France vs Tunisia (6 pm) at Education City Stadium

French coach didier 
dismisses idea that 
mbappe ‘ego’ would 
influence team picks

Les Bleus’ 
boss baffled by 

talk of a comeback 
by benzema, who 
has  left Qatar for 

treatment

France to rotate team in 
final group game with 
last-16 berth assured

dPA
Doha 

France coach Didier Deschamps is set to rotate his 
squad in the last group match against Tunisia on Wednes-
day after already securing qualification for the last 16.

The defending champions were the first team in Qatar 
to seal a spot in the first knock-out round after Saturday’s 
2-1 win over Denmark.

“There is still a third game. We have to respect the 
competition, the opponent we meet and also our other op-
ponents for whom qualification is at stake,” Deschamps 
told reporters. “But I will not take any risks with a view to 
the last 16. But don’t ask me who or how many players will 
get a break.” France have been ravaged by injuries, both 
before and during the tournament.

AgencieS

nOTHInG is impossible, Tunisia coach 
Jalel Kadri said on Tuesday as he looked 
ahead to a Group D showdown with 
France that could determine if his team 
reaches the World cup knockout stage 
for the first time in six attempts.

But at a World cup that has been lit-
tered with upsets, is it Mission Impossi-
ble that Tunisia could upset the reigning 
champions? certainly not.

Mission Improbable. Yes.
Parked at the bottom of the group and 

yet to score a goal the one certain thing 
is that the carthage eagles face a monu-
mental challenge at education city Sta-
dium on Wednesday when they take on 
in-form Les Bleus.

“The message I convey to our players 
is nothing is impossible, we are still alive, 
we are still motivated and we will ready 
for this last battle,” Kadri told reporters. 
“We still have high hopes.

“I believe in the players and hopefully 
we will be lucky and move onto the next 
phase.”

Tunisia might hope that France hav-
ing secured their place in the last 16 
might ease up but coach Didier Des-
champs promised his men will not take 

the Tunisia threat lightly.
“The team who will play tomorrow 

will do everything to get the best possi-
ble result, even if I have this possibility to 
shuffle things around,” Deschamps told a 
news conference on Tuesday.

Tunisia grabbed what had seemed 
an unlikely point in their opener battling 
Denmark to a scoreless draw which was 
followed by a shutout 1-0 loss to aus-
tralia.

Finding the back of the net has not 
been a problem for France, who took 
down the Socceroos 4-1 and locked up a 
place in the knockout round with a 2-1 
win over Denmark.

a win might also convince Kadri to 
stay on as coach having hinted that he 
would resign if his men fail to advance. 
“Let’s wait for the result for the match 
and we will see later,” said Kadri. “ We 
are people who bare responsibility and 
hopefully I will able to answer your ques-
tion after the match.”

‘beating France? nothing is impossible’

Tunisia coach Jalel Kadri

France were the first country to qualify for the knock-
out stages after Saturday’s victory over Denmark saw them 
post a second Group D win. They began the defence of their 
2018 crown with a 4-1 victory over australia.
after a draw with Denmark in their opener, Tunisia lost 

to australia in their second match and must beat the world 
champions to stand any chance of advancing.
Twice champions France are competing at a 16th 

World Cup, having been in the field for the first tournament in 
Uruguay in 1930. They are now nine games unbeaten at the 
finals since their 2014 quarter-final defeat to Germany in Rio 
de Janeiro.
Tunisia were the first african country to win a game at 

the World Cup finals when they beat Mexico 3-1 in argentina 
in 1978.
Ten of Tunisia’s 26-man squad were born in France and 

they have three players based at French clubs.

Previous meetings:
 This is a first competitive clash between the two coun-

tries after two home victories in friendlies for France and two 
1-1 draws in Tunis, the last in 2010.

Key Stats

France’s forward Kylian Mbappe (R) and midfielder Adrien Rabiot run with their teammates 
during a  training session at Jassim bin Hamad Stadium in Doha on Tuesday. (aFP)

Tunisia’s players take part in a training session at the Al Egla facility in Doha on Tuesday. (aFP)
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CoaCh Graham arnold aims 
to “put smiles on australian 
faces” on Wednesday by emu-
lating the great Socceroos team 
of 2006 and advancing to the 
knockout stages of the World 
Cup.

australia head into their 
final Group D game knowing 
a win against Denmark will be 
enough to see them reach the 
round of 16 for just the second 
time in the nation’s history. a 
draw would also be enough 
unless Tunisia beat defending 
champions France.

arnold was an assistant to 
Guus hiddink 16 years ago and 
he understands the size of the 
prize on offer.

he said: “That’s the whole 
purpose. My whole goal is to 
put smiles on australian faces. 
It’s not about me, it’s about the 
game in australia.

“If you’re not australian 
and you don’t know, football 
is probably the fourth or fifth 
main sport. To leave a legacy 
is huge and in 2006, what that 
generation did... these guys 
[the current squad] grew up 
watching them and they were 
their inspiration.

“Even now at dinner, this 
generation talk about matching 
the achievements of 2006 but 
there is so much more to do.” 

Midfielder Mathew Leckie 
added: “It’s huge for the sport. 
I don’t know how much it will 
impact young kids but when 
they watch it on television and 
see how big the World Cup is, 
they may decide to be a foot-
baller rather than, say, an aFL 
(austrlian Rules) player.

“The World Cup and the 
Socceroos bring the country 
together. We can create some-
thing special but we haven’t 
done anything yet, without a 

result on Wednesday it means 
nothing.” 

Denmark also have plenty 
to play for at al Janoub, a win 
would likely see them progress 
at australia’s expense and ar-
nold is certainly not getting 
ahead of himself.

“They are a strong team, 
ranked 10 in the world, but the 
focus is on ourselves and mak-
ing sure the players recover 
well and are ready to go,” he 
said.

“They have been a top team 
throughout Europe for a long 
time. We can only do so much 
worrying about them, the focus 
has to be on ourselves. They 
can play two systems, 3-4-3 or 
a 4-3-3, so we have to be ready 
for them tactically.” 

although a draw may be 
enough, the Socceroos will play 

to win the game, said arnold, 
who joked throughout his press 
conference with 2006 goal-
keeper-turned journalist Mark 
Schwarzer in the room.

“one thing hiddink did was 
go for the win,” arnold added. 
“That’s what we are going to 
do. I’ve never coached to play 
for a draw. In 2006, we got one 
win and a draw, we want to go 
for it and get two wins.

“It’s not often you get to go 
to a World Cup, and I’ve been 
saying this to the boys, enjoy 
the ride. We’ve gone through 
some difficult periods over 
the last four years, through 
the pandemic, 
playing four 

games out of 20 at home...
“It’s all about the belief, the 

energy in the players. I feel re-
laxed and ready.”
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Although a draw 
may be enough, 
the Socceroos will 
play to win the 
game, says Arnold

arnold hoping to emulate and 
surpass the 2006 socceroos

Australia’s coach Graham 
Arnold attends a press 

conference at the 
Qatar National 
Convention Center 
(QNCC) on Tues-
day. (aFP)

Denmark’s midfielder Christian Eriksen and teammates take part in a training session at the Al Sailiya SC 
training site on Tuesday. (aFP)

Group D: Australia vs Denmark (6pm) at Al Janoub Stadium

If you’re not Australian and 
you don’t know, football is 
probably the fourth or fifth 
main sport. To leave a 
legacy is huge and in 2006, 
what that generation did... 
these guys [the current 
squad] grew up watching 
them and they were their 
inspiration

Australian coach Graham 
Arnold

Key Stats
 Denmark must beat aus-
tralia to have any chance of 
advancing to the last 16 
 australia are currently 
second in the group and 
can go through with a draw 
if Tunisia fail to beat France, 
who are already through 
 australia have only made 
it out of the group stage 
once, in Germany in 2006, 
where they lost 1-0 to Italy 
in the last 16 
 The Danes have made 
the last 16 four times 
(1986, 1998, 2002 and 
2018). They reached the 
quarters in 1998 in France 
 This is the second con-

secutive World Cup in which 
australia have played in the 
same group as Denmark 
and France 
 Denmark scored 30 goals 
in their 10 World Cup quali-
fiers but have managed only 
one in Qatar, scored by de-
fender andreas Christensen 

Previous meetings: 
 australia and Denmark 
have met four times previ-
ously. The most recent meet-
ing was at the 2018 World 
Cup, which ended in a 1-1 
draw. The Danes hold the 
upper hand with two victo-
ries to australia’s one

Denmark’s coach Kasper Hjulmand attends a press conference at the 
Qatar National Convention Center on Tuesday. (aFP)

Australia players at-
tend a training session 
at the Aspire Academy 
on Monday. (AFP)


