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CONTROL YOUR SPEND

EMBRACE TRAVEL, EXPERIENCE A NEW JOURNEY.
Call or WhatsApp Us on +974 4448 4848

Fajr: 4:40 am   
Dhuhr:  11:22 am 
Asr:  2:23 pm   
Maghrib:  4:45 pm     
Isha:  6:15 pm

HigH : 29°C
LOW : 22°C

FIne

RashfoRd bRace 
as england 
beat Wales 3-0
Marcus Rashford scored a brace and Phil 
Foden the other as England trounced Wales 
3-0 on Tuesday to secure first place in World 
Cup group B and a last-16 berth. Rashford 
curled home a free-kick in the 50th, won the 
ball two minutes later which led to Foden’s 
goal, and then got the third himself again 
in the 68th in Al Rayyan. Both players had 
been among four new England starters after 
their impressive opening 6-2 against iran 
was followed by a meagre 0-0 draw with the 
US. Euro 2020 finalists England finished top 
of the group and now face group A runners-
up Senegal in the last 16 on Sunday. 
 SportS page 4 
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His Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani met with Ambassador 
of the Kingdom of Thailand He nathapol Khantahiran, who called on HH to greet him on 
the occasion of the end of his tenure in the country, at his Amiri Diwan office on Tuesday. 
During the meeting, HH the Deputy Amir wished the ambassador of Thailand success in 
his future tasks, and the relations between the two countries further progress and prosper-
ity. The  ambassador expressed thanks and appreciation to HH the Amir, HH the Deputy 
Amir and to the state’s officials for the cooperation he received which contributed to the 
success of his work in the country. (QnA)

Deputy Amir meets OutGOiNG thAi eNVOy

DEPUTy Chairman of Majlis A’Shura of the Sultanate of Oman HE Said bin Hamad 
A Saadi has underlined that the dazzling and outstanding organisation of the FiFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 is a historic achievement of Qatar under the leadership of His 
Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, and a source 
of pride for all gulf people, Arabs and Muslims all over the world. He hailed Qatar’s 
outstanding organization of the FiFA World Cup as impressive. Regarding the suspi-
cious campaigns targeting Qatar World Cup, the Deputy Chairman of Majlis A’Shura of 
Oman affirmed that Qatar has succeeded in responding to the misleading campaigns 
through its distinguished organization of the World Cup and its great achievements 
on the ground. (QNA) page 3

‘Qatar World Cup a sourCe of pride’

US secured a narrow 1-0 victory over iran at the end of the Qatar 2022 World Cup 
group B football match at the Al Thumama Stadium on Tuesday.SportS page 3

Qatar to supply  
Germany with LNG 
on long-term deal
QatarEnergy, ConocoPhillips sign two SPAs

Satyendra pathak
DOHA

In a first of its kind long-term LnG 
supply agreement to Europe from Qa-
tar’s north Field expansion project, 
Germany is set to receive new flows 
of Qatar’s liquefied natural gas (LnG) 
from 2026 after QatarEnergy and 
ConocoPhillips on Tuesday signed two 
sales and purchase 
agreements (SPAs) 
for its export cover-
ing at least a 15-year 
period.

Q a t a r E n e r g y 
said that as part of 
the two long-term 
LnG SPAs Cono-
coPhillips will de-
liver up to 2 million 
tonnes per annum 
(MTPA) of LnG 
from Qatar to Ger-
many.

The SPAs were 
signed on Tuesday 
by Minister of State for Energy Affairs 
and QatarEnergy President and CEO 
HE Saad Sherida Al Kaabi and Cono-
coPhillips Chairman and CEO Ryan 
Lance at a special event held at Qa-
tarEnergy’s headquarters in Doha in 
the presence of senior executives from 
both companies.

 “We are pleased to sign these 
agreements with our partner Cono-
coPhillips to supply up to 2 million 
tonnes per annum of LnG to Germany 
from the two QatarEnergy-Conoco-
Phillips joint ventures in the nFE and 
nFS LnG expansion projects respec-
tively, starting in 2026,” Al Kaabi said. 
The agreements mark the first ever 
long-term LnG supply to Germany 

with a supply period that extends for 
at least 15 years, thus contributing to 
Germany’s long-term energy security, 
he added. more 

“They also represent the culmina-
tion of efforts between two trusted 
partners, QatarEnergy and Conoco-
Phillips, over many years, to provide 
reliable and credible LnG supply so-
lutions to customers across the globe, 

and today, to German 
end-consumers. This 
is a concrete demon-
stration of QatarEn-
ergy’s resolve to pro-
vide reliable energy 
supplies to all major 
markets around the 
world, and of our 
commitment to the 
German people,” he 
added.

Pursuant to the 
two SPAs, a Conoco-
Phillips wholly owned 
subsidiary will pur-
chase the agreed 

quantities to be delivered ex-ship to 
the ‘German LnG’ receiving terminal, 
which is currently under development 
in Brunsbüttel in northern Germany, 
with deliveries expected to start in 
2026.

The LnG volumes will be sourced 
from the two joint ventures between 
QatarEnergy and ConocoPhillips that 
hold interests in Qatar’s north Field 
East (nFE) and north Field South 
(nFS) projects.  While the deal with 
Qatar is only 6 percent of the 46 bil-
lion cubic meters of Russian gas Ger-
many imported in 2021, signing an 
agreement is significant as the global 
LnG market is increasingly becoming 
competitive. page 9

Qna
DOHA

HiS Highness the Amir of 
State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani on Tues-
day received a phone call 
from HM King Mohammed 
Vi of the sisterly Kingdom of 
Morocco.

During the phone call, 
the King of Morocco con-
gratulated HH the Amir on 
the organisation of the FiFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, com-
mending the good organiza-
tion, and wishing luck to all 
participating teams in the 
tournament.

The two sides discussed 
the fraternal relations be-
tween the two countries and 
the ways to enhance and 
develop them, in addition to 
regional and international 
issues of mutual interest.

King of morocco 
congratulates 
amir on hosting  
of World Cup

goods available, prices 
stable in local markets 
during World Cup: moCi

tribune newS network
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry (MoCI) has confirmed the avail-
ability of food and consumer goods in 
the local markets, noting the stability of 
their prices, and their ability to accom-
modate all consumer needs during the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

The ministry was keen to support 
the axes and priorities of its action pro-
grams aimed at ensuring the highest 
levels of food security and readiness to 
provide the needed food and consum-
er commodities, in terms of type and 
quantity.

In this regard, the ministry referred 
to its efforts to achieve the defined 
goals to enhance the country’s food se-
curity throughout the World Cup tour-
nament. The goals are as follows: 

 (1) Ensuring the availability of suf-
ficient stocks of basic food and consum-
er strategic commodities during the pe-
riod of hosting the World Cup. 

(2) Maintaining stable prices of ba-

sic goods and services.
(3) Addressing emergencies that 

may arise during the World Cup tour-
nament using risk management.

(4) Ensuring the availability of 
goods in the vicinity of guests of the 
global event, by establishing mobile 
sales outlets in the places of residence 
and dwelling of World Cup guests.

In this regard, the ministry’s efforts 
to enhance public-private partnership 
has contributed to supporting supply in 
central markets and various sales outlets 
across Qatar, in addition to enhancing 
the strategic stock of basic and consumer 
goods, despite the fluctuations in the 
global supply chains. page 3

He Saad Sherida Al Kaabi.

THOUSAnDS of football fans 
from across the globe are 
enjoying festivities organised 
at the Corniche – which 
is part of the Cultural & 
Entertainment Experience 
Programme organised by 
the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy (SC) for 
the FiFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. The 6km promenade 
includes a vast range of 
entertainment options, food 
and beverage kiosks and rov-
ing performances. page 12

Fans Flock to 
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HIA, DIA witness more than 800 air 
movements in a day: Ministry

The Ministry of 
Transport has stated 
that both Hamad 
International Airport 
(HIA) and Doha 
International Airport 
(DIA) recorded more 
that 800 air move-
ments on Monday. 
“More than 800 air 
movements have 
been recorded at 
both Hamad Inter-
national Airport and 
Doha International 
Airport on Monday, 
November 28,” the 
ministry said in a 
tweet. (TNN)

KHALID AL TAWALBEH
DOHA

W
ITH the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 in its second 
week, the many successes 
Qatar has achieved while 
hosting the first edition of 

the tournament anywhere in the Arab 
world, are evident.

Also evident is the fact that Qa-
tar has kept its promise to organise 
a unique and distinct edition of the 
World Cup.

The distinguishing features of this 
tournament include exemplary Qatari 
hospitality, a large number of volun-
teers to guide and assist the guests, 
excellent fan residences, stadiums in 
close proximity along with and superb 
transport, and unique entertainment 
shows to keep the fans engaged in 
their spare time.

The other hallmarks of this edition 
are top-notch security and safety, the 
spirit of love, peace, brotherhood and 
a host of cultural events that highlight 
the Arab culture and Islamic heritage 
to the huge gathering of people from 
all over the world.

Talking to Qatar Tribune, a group 
of ambassadors praised the great suc-
cesses achieved by the state of Qatar 
in delivering this special edition of the 
World Cup as promised.

The ambassadors said that they 
were happy to Qatar become the first 
country in the region to host a FIFA 
World Cup and noted that it has 
worked hard to ensure that every visi-
tor enjoys the tournament as well as 
the hospitality of its people.

Underlining the importance of 
seeing the international community 
coming together to enjoy football here 
in Qatar, they pointed out that the 
spirit of sports and the respect of play-
ers and fans seen here exemplify the 
“best that the world can be today”.

Pointing out that sport has rules 
which everyone should abide by, they 
called upon the fans from all coun-
tries to visit Qatar and experience its 
rich culture and hospitality and at the 
same time asked them to respect the 
laws and the culture of the host.

AMBASSADOR OF JORDAN
The Ambassador of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan to the State of Qa-
tar, HE Zaid Mufleh Al-Lozi, stressed 
that the arrangements and equipment 
seen in Qatar are unprecedented and 
represent an achievement not only for 
the country, but also for the game and 
the tournament.

It will leave a distinctive legacy for 
Arabs and the world, and everyone will 
benefit from it. This is true for every-
thing from infrastructure and equip-
ment to organisational arrangements. 
The facilities created to facilitate the 
attendance of fans and their move-
ment, and tourist projects and cultural 
centres will continue to attract visitors 
long into the future,  he said.

He stressed that the sites hosting 
cultural and entertainment events ac-
companying the championship have a 
role no less important than that of the 
tournament itself. They have proven 
to be a big draw for the football fans at 
the 2022 World Cup with the partici-
pation of the world’s brightest stars. 
These areas, like Lusail Boulevard, to 
name just one, will become a tourist 
destinations in future.

He reminded of the distinguished 
Jordanian presence during the World 
Cup reflected in their cultural perfor-
mances, presence of fans from the 
country at stadiums to encourage and 
support Arab teams, and the active 
participation of the highly disciplined 
Jordanian force to secure the champi-
onship.

The Jordanian ambassador con-
cluded that Jordan has been and will 
continue to be a major supporter of all 
brothers in the region and will spare 
no effort to achieve this.

AMBASSADOR OF ETHIOPIA
Ambassador of the Federal Democrat-
ic Republic of Ethiopia to Qatar HE 
Feisel Aliyi Abrahim stressed that this 
edition of the World Cup is the most 
special ever. He praised the wonder-
ful activities and events as well as the 

hospitality offered by Qatar, which to-
gether make this edition unique in its 
excellence.

“Qatar has proven its competence 
in delivering the best World Cup ever,” 
he said adding that the huge turnout 
at the tourist and entertainment areas, 
fans’ areas and popular events con-
firms an exceptional experience.

He also praised the wonderful se-
curity arrangements and the equally 
wonderful Qatari hospitality seen in 
every corner of the country.

In response to a question on the 
accusations against Qatar, he said: 
“Those who campaigned for a boycott 
of the World Cup, making baseless and 
blatant accusations, have been proved 
wrong. The stadiums are working at 
full capacity and the fans are having 
a wonderful experience never experi-
enced before.”

AMBASSADOR OF TUNISIA
HE Nehro El-Arabi, the Tunisian 
charge d’affaires in Qatar, praised the 
wonderful way in which the World 
Cup is being organised and the pro-
gress of the events. “I think when the 
World Cup is finally behind us we will 

remember that it as a great success for 
all of us.”

He stressed that Qatar has done 
an exceptional job and has shown the 
world its ability to successfully hold 
major international football events. 
He told Qatar Tribune, that Qatar 
has invested a lot to ensure that the 
participating teams train and play in 
a comfortable environment.  “In fact 
with its eight spectacular stadiums 
and all artistic activities during the 
tournament, the spectators coming 
from all around the word discovered 
the efforts made by Qatar to make this 
happen”, he said.

“The grand success of the opening 
ceremony was an apt response to and 
vivid refutation of the scepticism and 
campaigns unleashed against the ca-
pabilities of Qatar, Arabs in general, to 
organise this global event,” he added.

He said that the environmentally 
friendly and sustainable technologies 
used during the championship will be 
a starting point for achieving Qatar 
National Vision 2030.

He expressed his happiness with 
the hospitality received by the Tuni-
sian national team participating in 
Qatar 2022, stressing that football 
fans are having lots of fun inside and 
outside the stadiums, as Qatar has 
many cultural and tourist attractions. 
He underlined that hosting one of the 
largest sporting events has a great 
meaning in introducing the culture 
and history of an individual around 
the world.   Since this is the first World 
Cup to be held in the Middle East, fans 
visiting Qatar from all over the world 
have the chance to experience Islamic 
culture first hand. 

“Our Tunisian fans are really 
pleased to attend the matches and 
share their happiness with our Qatari 
brothers and all the Arab communi-
ties living here.” He concluded thank-
ing Qatar for delivering an exceptional 
World Cup.

Qatar’s success in organising a 
unique edition of the World Cup is 
not something strange or unlikely for 
a country, given the fact that it has ac-
cumulated a long experience in organ-
ising global events. It is now looking 
forward to hosting the Asian Cup in 
2023 and the Asian Games in 2030.

Qatar has kept its promise to 
the world, note ambassadors
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Mowasalat has deployed more than 500 buses to transport fans arriving through Abu Samra border. “We will get 
you there! More than 500 buses allocated to transport fans arriving through Abu Samra!” Mowasalat stated.

MOWASALAT DEPLOYS MORE THAN 500 
BUSES TO FERRY FANS FROM ABU SAMRA

HAMAD BIN SUHAIM AL THANI CHAIRMAN
ADEL ALI BIN ALI MANAGING DIRECTOR
DR HASSAN MOHAMMED AL ANSARI EDITOR-IN-CHIEFESTABLISHED SEPTEMBER 3, 2006

A number of envoys 
in Doha express their 
admiration for the way 
Qatar has delivered an 
exemplary World Cup 



QNA
DOHA

DEPUTY Chairman of Majlis A’Shura 
of the Sultanate of Oman Said bin 
Hamad A Saadi has underlined that 
the dazzling and outstanding hosting 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 is 
a historic achievement of Qatar under 
the leadership of His Highness the 
Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani, and a source of 
pride for all Gulf people, and Arabs 
and Muslims all over the world.

In remarks to Qatar News Agen-
cy (QNA) during his current visit to 
Doha, the Deputy Chairman of Ma-
jlis A’Shura of Oman hailed Qatar’s 
outstanding organization of the FIFA 
World Cup as impressive and a source 
of pride. 

He expressed his hope for Qatar 
to achieve more successes and accom-
plishments under its wise leadership.

Regarding the suspicious cam-
paigns targeting Qatar World Cup, the 
Deputy Chairman of Majlis A’Shura 
of Oman affirmed that Qatar has suc-
ceeded in responding to these mis-
leading campaigns through its dis-
tinguished organization of the World 
Cup and its great achievements on the 
ground.

He noted that the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 constitute an impor-
tant occasion through which Qatar 

succeeded in highlighting its identity, 
introducing the Arab and Islamic cul-
ture to the world, and promoting the 
cultural heritage of the region and 
the authentic Gulf customs and tradi-
tions, which contributes to strength-
ening rapprochement and cultural 
communication between peoples of 
the world.

On the other hand, he highlighted 
the historic and deep-rooted relations 
between the State of Qatar and the 
Sultanate of Oman, noting continuous 
development in the relations thanks 
to the directives of the wise leader-
ships of the two brotherly countries.

 

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HAMAD International Airport (HIA) 
continues to host a plethora of exciting 
activations and events on its premises 
– providing its millions of passengers 
with the ultimate FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 experience. 

Offering inbound and outbound 
travellers an extended memorable 
experience and be part of the Legacy 
of the FIFA World Cup 2022 Qatar 
2022, the events at HIA include match 
day themed performances, a mosaic 
photo wall, a number of kids’ zones, 
fan zones and viewing zones, in addi-
tion to interactive virtual activities like 
the AR football – an augmented reality 
interactive activity with La’eeb Mascot 
reacting with the players – and a dedi-
cated ‘try your teams’ jersey’ booth for 
football fans to pose for photos with 
their favourite team jersey and have 
them sent directly to their email – and 
more.  

Activations can be found in and 
around HIA’s expanded terminal, lo-
cated in concourses A, B, and C Fan 
and kids’ zones can be found across all 
concourses.  

Commenting on the activations, 
HIA’s COO Engr. Badr Mohammed 
Al Meer said, “As the official airport 
partner of the first FIFA World Cup™ 
in the Middle East, we are delighted 
to be hosting several activations and 

events at our premises – celebrating 
the tournament with our travellers 
and proudly representing the State of 
Qatar. Curated for all passengers, the 
FIFA-themed activations will provide 
our visitors with a variety of options 
to discover HIA’s world-class services 
and hospitality.”

The kids’ zones at HIA feature a va-
riety of activities, including interactive 
drawings, face painting, a soccer ball 

pit and giant Lego set-ups. The mosaic 
photo wall, located next to the famous 
lamp bear at the centre of the airport’s 
south plaza, provides passengers with 
the opportunity to have their picture 
taken and become part of the legacy of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022™.  

In collaboration with the World 
Health Organization (WHO) and the 
Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) in 
Qatar, several activity booths have 

been installed at HIA’s north plaza – 
including WHO’s “Sport for Health” 
and “Bring the Moves” campaigns.  

As the Official Airport Partner of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022™, 
the two-time World’s Best Airport – 
as awarded by Skytrax – is ready to 
welcome millions of passengers from 
across the globe to an extraordinary 
destination right in the heart of the 
Middle East.

‘Qatar World Cup a 
source of pride’

HIA hosts exciting line-up of events for FIFA WC fans
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The FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 countdown clock has won the innovation in design prize at the 
2022 Design Middle East Awards.

INNOVATION IN DESIGN PRIZE FOR 
QATAR 2022 COUNTDOWN CLOCK

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI) has con-
firmed the availability of food 
and consumer goods in the lo-
cal markets, noting the stability 
of their prices, and their ability 
to accommodate all consumer 
needs during the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

The ministry was keen to 
support the priorities of its 
action programmes aimed at 
ensuring the highest levels of 
food security and readiness to 
provide the required food and 
consumer commodities, in 
terms of type and quantity.

In this regard, the min-
istry referred to its efforts to 
achieve the defined goals to en-
hance the country’s food secu-
rity throughout the World Cup 
tournament. The goals are as 
follows: 

 (1) Ensuring the availabil-

ity of sufficient stocks of basic 
food and consumer strategic 
commodities during the period 
of hosting the World Cup. 

(2) Maintaining stable pric-
es of basic goods and services.

(3) Addressing emergen-
cies that may arise during the 
World Cup tournament using 
risk management.

(4) Ensuring the availabil-
ity of goods in the vicinity of 
guests of the global event, by 
establishing mobile sales out-
lets in the places of residence 
and dwelling of World Cup 
guests.

In this regard, the Minis-
try’s efforts to enhance public-
private partnership has con-
tributed to supporting supply 
in central markets and vari-
ous sales outlets across Qatar, 
in addition to enhancing the 
strategic stock of basic and 
consumer goods, despite the 
fluctuations in the global sup-
ply chains.

In this context, the ministry 
praised the level of cooperation 
and coordination with a num-
ber of strategic companies, 
at the forefront of which are: 
Hassad Food Company, Wid-

am Food Company, Almeera 
Consumer Goods Company, 
and Qatar Flour Mills Com-
pany.  The Ministry pointed, in 
this regard, to the key, pivotal 
role played by the FIFA World 

Cup Qatar 2022 Food Secu-
rity Emergencies Operations 
Room, which was formed at the 
Ministry.

Moreover, the ministry in-
dicated the stability of prices 
of many commodities during 
the tournament. The prices of 
some products, such as vegeta-
bles, witnessed a significant de-
crease owing to being in season, 
in addition to the Ministry’s ef-
forts to support the availability 
of national products in the local 
markets.  

Additionally, the inspection 
campaigns conducted by the 
Ministry in the three central 
markets were key to supporting 
price stability and combating 
monopoly. These campaigns 
included 138 suppliers and 162 
sales outlets (hypermarkets/
supermarkets and their various 
branches), in addition to other 
catering companies, restau-
rants, cafes, and cafeterias.

The Ministry also sought 

to support goods diversity and 
availability in the main regions 
throughout the tournament. 
In this regard, the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, in 
cooperation with Ministry of 
Municipality, Supreme Com-
mittee for Delivery and Legacy, 
and Almeera Consumer Goods 
Company, launched 10 tem-
porary outlets in the vicinity 
of World Cup fans. Moreover, 
restaurants, exchange shops, 
and telecom operator kiosks 
were made available in various 
Almeera branches.  

This initiative aims to give 
Qatar’s visitors easy access 
to products throughout the 
tournament, ensuring them 
an abundance and diversity of 
goods. Moreover, in addition to 
avoiding overcrowding in the 
permanent outlets, opening the 
temporary outlets seeks pro-
viding visitors with the chance 
to shop, round the clock, seven 
days a week.

Food and goods aplenty for FIFA World Cup: MoCI
Efforts are ongoing to ensure a regular market supply and maintain price stability: Ministry

Deputy Chairman of Majlis A’Shura of 
the Sultanate of Oman Said bin Hamad 
A Saadi.

Qatar’s international 
airport provides inbound 
and outbound passengers 
with exciting FIFA-themed 
events and activities



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWOR
DOHA

FOOTBALL is more than just a game, it 
can empower women and challenge ste-
reotypes – and it represents an opportu-
nity for equality – students heard during 
a Generation Amazing GOAL 22 discus-
sion titled   ‘Breaking Barriers: A Conver-
sation with Sporting Pioneers’.

Honey Thaljieh, Co-Founder and 
Captain of the Palestine Women’s Foot-
ball Team, spoke at the panel, which took 
place at Qatar Foundation’s (QF) Mul-
taqa (Education City Student Center). 
“It’s an honour for me to be a Palestinian 
Arab woman who comes from football,” 
she said.

But, according to Thaljieh, this role 
has come with many challenges, from 
being a Palestinian living under Israeli 
Occupation to existing in a world that 
lacks equal opportunities and rights for 
women.

“Our society at the time – although it 
is better now – believed that girls should 
not play football, that girls should stay at 
home and help their mothers and help 
their parents. But I refused this stereo-
type, I wanted to change mindsets. So, I 
grew up challenging this status. 

“At 15, I started to the believe that 
football is much more than just a game, 

it is not only about winning or losing, 
but it started to be about my identity as 
a Palestinian woman. It started to be an 
opportunity to empower women and 
give them the self-esteem and deter-
mination to go on, to believe in them-
selves, and believe they could change the 
context they grew up in.” Thaljieh now 
works at FIFA.

Nawal El Moutawakel, an Olympic 
gold medalist from Morocco, was anoth-
er panelist at the discussion. A national 
champion at 15 and Olympic champion 
at 20, El Moutawakel explained how 
sport changed her life. “Women were not 
allowed to run the 400m hurdles until 
1984,” she said, explaining how she won 
the inaugural event in 54 seconds. 

“This race taught me resilience, gave 
me passion, determination. It was a chal-
lenging event. Those hurdles were the 
school of life, because when you fall, you 
learn to stand up, you cry, but then you 
look forward to a better future, a better 
tomorrow.” 

Speaking to the audience, she urged 
the students to believe in themselves. 

Habiba Ghribi, an Olympic gold me-
dalist from Tunisia, was also at the event 
as a panelist. “I am proud today to be 
here, and on this stage with Ms. Nawal, 
who handed me my first Olympic medal, 
which I am proud of as an Arab Muslim 
woman,” she said. 

“I faced many challenges in my ca-
reer, but I was able to overcome them 
and achieve my dream because I had 
confidence in myself. 

“One of the biggest challenges I faced 
was dealing with people who did not trust 
my abilities, and who believed my dream 
was too difficult to achieve. So, I had to 
prove to them that I could achieve it. So, 
I invite you to dream because everything 
starts with a dream.”

The discussion was moderated by Dr 
Amal Mohammed Al Malki, the Found-
ing Dean of the College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences at Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University, part of QF. 

QNA
DOHA

CEO of Ooredoo Qatar Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdullah Al-Tha-
ni noted a rising demand on the 
company’s operational services 
due to the increasing number of 
visitors and tourists arriving in 
Qatar with the start of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

In a statement to Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), Ooredoo CEO said 
that data download rate amount-
ed to a total of 341 terabytes in the 
period from start of the tourna-
ment to the end of the 24th match. 
Meanwhile, the number of calls 
made through the company’s net-
work during the first 24 matches 
reached more than 4 million.

He attributed this increase to 
the massive audience, which is 
likely to reach about 1, 200,000, 
and the exchange photos and vid-
eos related to the tournament on a 
large scale locally and globally.

This rising demand on the 
company’s operational services 
reflects the success of the plans 
and preparations carried out for 
hosting the World Cup, as well as 
the company’s ability to provide 
communication services to the 
fans without interruption.

He expects that the demand 

on the company’s services will 
continue to rise with the arrival 
of fans wishing to attend the rest 
of the matches and the entertain-
ment events accompanying the 
most important international 
sporting event, which is being 
hosted in the Arab region for the 
first time in its history.

Ooredoo provides communi-
cation services to individuals and 
institutions, in addition to home 
services. It focuses on ongoing 
development of its network under 
the slogan “Develop your world” 
to make Qatar one of the best 
countries in the world in the field 
of communications.

The company is the official tel-
ecom operator for the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

WITH the world’s attention fo-
cused on Qatar and the World 
Cup, Northwestern Qatar 
(NU-Q) students and alumni 
are busy helping make the 
tournament a success for the 
teams and the fans. 

Many of the school’s stu-
dents and alumni are taking 
part in the media coverage as 
they work with some of the 
world’s major international me-
dia outlets arriving in Qatar to 
cover the tournament, including 
CNN, Fox Sports, and regional 
and international media. 

“The kick-off of the World 
Cup in Qatar is offering several 
opportunities to Qatar and the 

Arab world,” Marwan M Kraidy, 
dean and CEO, noted. “It is also 
providing a major opportunity 
to our students and alumni 
who are taking advantage of 
the education they received at 
Northwestern Qatar in media 
and communication by contrib-
uting to both the coverage of 
the event, as well as other com-
munication needs related to the 
tournament.

Kraidy pointed to Lieuten-
ant Majed Al Naimi, a public re-
lations officer in the Ministry of 
Interior in Qatar, who is among 
the alumni working on safety 
communications between local 
organizations and the public 
during the tournament. As a 
member of the Safety and Secu-
rity Operations Committee, he 

is helping to develop the com-
munications strategy that is fo-
cused on public safety measures 
during the tournament.

Al Naimi said that he takes 

particular satisfaction as a 
Qatari in helping to make the 
games successful – and safe. 
“Effective communication with 
audiences who come from dif-

ferent backgrounds and speak 
multiple languages is key when 
talking about organizing mega 
sports events with the mag-
nitude and scale of the World 
Cup,” said Al Naimi. “As a 
Qatari, I take pride in putting 
the communications skills I 
learned at Northwestern Qatar 
in the service of my country to 
help it deliver a safe tourna-
ment for all fans.”

Another alum, Shaden 
Wahdan, is a producer at Al 
Kass Sports Channels, based in 
Qatar. During the tournament, 
she is on the ground covering 
games and activities around the 
country. After the tournament, 
she said that she will be report-
ing on the sporting legacy and 
social impact from the tourna-

ment on communities in Qatar.
A former Olympian and 

gymnast, Wahdan said that 
being involved on the ground 
with such a massive global 
sports event provides her with 
the opportunity to combine 
her interests in journalism 
and sports. “Being passionate 
about sports and as a journal-
ism graduate myself, it is only 
natural to be interested in tak-
ing part in covering the first 
World Cup in the Arab world,” 
she said. 

For students at NU-Q, the 
World Cup is also offering them 
internship opportunities at 
news outlets covering the tour-
nament, including Fox Sports 
and CNN, as well as marketing 
communications agencies. 
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‘There’s a special atmosphere at WC 
Qatar 2022 and everyone is friendly’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

NETHERLANDS legend Ron-
ald de Boer is enjoying the 
‘special atmosphere’ at the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

The 52-year-old Qatar 
Legacy Ambassador, who 
played for the Dutch at USA 
’94 and France ’98, said fans 
from across the globe are rev-
elling in Qatar’s compact tour-
nament.

He is also pleased to see the 
Oranje make a positive start to 
the World Cup and is looking 
for an improved performance 
from Louis van Gaal’s side, as 
they wrap up their Group A 
schedule against hosts Qatar 
at Al Bayt Stadium today.

We are a week into the 
World Cup, how have you 
found the atmosphere so 
far?

I met some Dutch people 
in Msheireb and they are really 

enjoying it. They went to Souq 
Waqif and saw all the different 
nationalities together, spend-
ing time with each other. They 
said the atmosphere was un-
believable. That is already 
what I’ve experienced, but it’s 
good to hear other people say 
it as well. That’s the beauty of 
a compact WC like this one 
here in Qatar. You can really 
feel that a World Cup is going 
on everywhere you go.

 
What has impressed you 
about the tournament so 
far?

What has stood out for me 
is the atmosphere in the stadi-
ums, as everything has been 
so smooth. You just walk in for 
a game and the friendliness of 
everyone is great. That has re-
ally stood out for me.

What do you make of the 
atmosphere between dif-
ferent sets of fans?

There’s a united spirit 

among fans. Whether it’s Ar-
gentinean and Mexican fans 
together or Saudis interact-
ing with Dutch fans. I think 
this will be the legacy of this 
World Cup – people meeting 
each other and having more 
respect for different cultures. 
This is still an unknown region 
for a lot of people and they are 
coming here for the first time. 

They are witnessing with their 
own eyes what this region is 
all about.

Your thoughts on the 
Netherlands’ campaign so 
far?

The Senegal victory was a 
great start, but that’s now out 
of the way. The match against 
Ecuador was not a great per-

formance, even though we 
must be satisfied with the re-
sult. Saying this, Holland has 
not lost a game yet and have 
played the two strongest op-
ponents in their group.

The Dutch conclude the 
group stage with a match 
against Qatar. What are 
you hoping to see from 
the Oranje in that game?

There will be an expec-
tation that Holland will win 
this game and finish first in 
the group. The key is that the 
performance must be much 
better than the Ecuador game. 
The coach, Louis van Gaal, 
knows there is a lot of work to 
do, as he is still trying to find 
the shape that he wants the 
team to play and who comple-
ments each other on the pitch. 
You want to end the group 
stage in the best way possible 
with a good result and having 
played good football.

Which other teams have 
impressed you so far in 
the tournament?

For me, Brazil is the fa-
vourite to win this WC, and 

I think they showed why in 
their first game. I watched 
France’s first game live and 
you can see with the ability 
of Kylian Mbappé and Ous-
mane Dembélé that they look 
very strong. In the Euros last 
year, Spain were the best foot-
ball team for me, even though 
they did not win the trophy. 
Against Costa Rica, they 
showed their quality with the 
Barcelona style of play they 
use, where you don’t get the 
ball that much as the opposi-
tion. These are the three top 
favourites for the WC, in my 
eyes.

Football is not just about winning 
or losing, it’s a vehicle for change

Data download during 
first 24 WC matches a 
record: Ooredoo CEO

NU-Q students, alumni lend a hand to global media at WC venues

Dutch legend Ronald de Boer says Brazil, 
France and Spain are the standout teams so far

Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdullah Al-Thani

Female sporting legends 
explain how women need to be 
at the decision-making table at 
Generation Amazing workshop 
in QF’s Education City  

Ronald de Boer

File picture of Netherlands 
football legend Ronald de Boer 
during a match.
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SOUQ WAQIF COLLECTIBLES DRAW LARGE CROWDS

Katara Dhow festival 
a big hit with visitors

QNA
 DOHA 

S
OUQ Waqif is witnessing a 
large turnout from the fans of 
the teams participating in the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
to enjoy the festive atmosphere 

of the market and buy heritage items 
and souvenirs to document their visit 
to Qatar.

The market’s streets and al-
leys grew into a daily carnival that 
brings together various nationali-
ties from across the world, especial-
ly lovers of ancient heritage areas, 
as they are attracted by antiques 
and collectibles. These collectibles 
include 3D models of Qatar’s his-
torical landmarks like towers and 
castles, Qatari heritage like camels 
and horses, those relating to ma-
jlises, and Islamic household items 
such as buckets, incense burners, 
and utensils.

There are many other heritage 
items such as swords, daggers, and 
rosaries, that introduce interna-
tional fans to the State of Qatar’s 
history, culture and heritage.

Zayed Awad, owner of a herit-

age collectibles store in Souq Waqif, 
told QNA that the World Cup fans 
are mostly attracted to collectibles 
and souvenirs on which the name of 
the State of Qatar is written. These 
collectibles, for example, are mod-

els of towers or the lighthouse, and 
the fans make sure that the name of 
Qatar is written on these collecti-
bles to remain a life-time memoir of 
their journey to attend the tourna-
ment, he said.

Jamal Abdullah, owner of a 
shop in Souq Waqif, told QNA that 
the gutra and Arabic aqel ropes are 
among the items that top fans’ at-
tractions in Souq Waqif, with visi-
tors keen to take photos of them-
selves while wearing them in the 
market, during their tours across 
Qatar, and at stadiums.

Fans of the World Cup teams are 
fascinated by old and diverse col-
lectibles in the market, especially 
perfectly made handicrafts upon 
which the names of Qatar and Doha 
are written, he added.

Saber Al Jarboui told QNA that 
many World Cup fans who come 
to Souq Waqif are keen to buy 3D 
models of swords, daggers, camels, 
lanterns and dishes, all of which are 
hand-crafted Qatari heritage items. 
He explained that they all document 
the life and history of the people of 
Qatar and the Qatari environment, 
and fans prefer to keep them.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 
DOHA 

THE Katara Traditional Dhow 
Festival, organised by Katara 
Cultural Village based on the 
region’s maritime heritage, 
continues to dazzle as patrons 
and visitors explore its many 
beautiful activities being held 
at the Katara beach prom-
enade.

The 12th edition of the pop-
ular festival is being held until 
December 18, accompanying 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022.

Nine participating nations 
have set up several attractive 
pavilions which see a daily in-
flux of thousands of visitors to 
the cultural neighborhood for 
an enjoyable and exciting tour 
of the festival which highlights 
maritime heritage, tradition, 
voyage into the sea in the past, 
pearl diving methods, sea-side 
marketplace of the past and re-
lated culture and handicrafts.

The Qatari house, which 
is at the centre of the Katara 
Traditional Dhow Festival, em-
bodies a model of the heritage 
house reflecting the character 
of ancient marine of ances-
tral generations - lived in the 
glorious past during an era of 
hunting and pearl diving. Well 
preserved cooking pots, wa-
ter pots, mattresses, utensils 
for preparing Arabic coffee, 
stove, as well as sailors’ sup-
plies, ropes, fishing and diving 
equipment, cages, a housing 
box, and a box of pearl kit are 
also on display.

The Omani house also con-
veys an image with the fragrant 
past and the treasures of mari-
time heritage and Omani origi-
nality in detail. Rare exhibits 
and collectibles document 
the bright era of wooden ship 
making, traditional dhows and 
pearl diving, forming a won-
derful museum that provides 
tourists a deep insight and 
amazement.

The Saudi House receives 
guests of the World Cup warm-
ly, welcoming them with Ara-
bic coffee and accompanying 
them on an interesting tour 
of its exhibits and integrated 
collections of marine heritage 
masterpieces and traditional 
folk industries, especially the 
manufacture of ropes, fishing 
nets, gargoyles and wedges.

The pavilion of Kuwait has 
many crafts and supplies that 
were used in the past and are 
closely related to the sea, such as 
the manufacture of wicker and 
baskets that are made of palm 
fronds - baskets and barns, ear-
lier used to store fish and to keep 
food on board on ships.

Also, the Tanzanian house 
is distinguished by an exhibi-
tion that highlights the an-
cient maritime heritage of the 
Zanzibar region. It provides 
bright glimpses of the lives 
of ancestors and the stories 
of the first sailors. These pic-
tures document the traditional 
dhows used in the past and the 
spices they carried, along with 
pictures of Arab sailors on the 
coast of Zanzibar. They were 
photographed by the Coutinho 
Brothers and photographer 
Pierre de Lourdes dating back 
to the period between 1890 and 
1950, which embodies an inte-
grated heritage museum with 
a rich history of fishing, diving 
and maritime trade.

The Katara Cultural Village 
is preparing to open more art 

exhibitions, including the Mu-
seum of Traditional Dhows, on 
Thursday, December 1 at 4pm 
in Building 19, Hall 1.

There will also be a ‘World 
Wonders Balloon Tour’ show 
on December 1, 2 and 3 at the 
Wisdom Square (near the foun-
tain) where the first show will 
be held at 5pm and the second 
show at 7pm. There will also be 
the Bosnian folklore event on 
December 1, 2 and 3, with the 
first show from 6:30 to 7:30pm 
and the second show from 9pm 
to 10pm. The Indonesian Ex-
hibition (Batik Art), Building 
47, will open on December 1 at 
6:30pm.

Meanwhile, the ‘Football, 
Fine Art and Collectibles Ex-
hibition’ continues to receive 
visitors until December 18.

QATAR 2022: A 
Confluence of Cultures

More art exhibitions 
and shows from Dec 1

Football fans from 
different countries 
flock to Katara to 
get a taste of Qa-
tari culture, rich 
heritage and great 
hospitality. Fans 
take part in various 
activities being held 
as part of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 
2022. 
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Qatar attends Arab League’s 
Palestine Solidarity Day event

QNA 
CAIRO

QATAR participated in an event 
held on Tuesday at the Arab 
League Secretariat General 
headquarters to mark the Inter-
national Day of Solidarity with 
the Palestinian People.

The event was attended 
by permanent delegates to the 
Arab League and a number of 
political, diplomatic and media 
personalities. The delegation of 
Qatar was headed by Permanent 
Representative of Qatar to the 
Arab League HE Ambassador 
Salem Mubarak Al Shafi.

In a statement on the occa-
sion, the Arab League said that 
the celebration of International 
Day of Solidarity with Palestin-
ian People is an important annu-
al occasion to remind the world 
of the justice of the Palestinian 
cause and the right of the Pales-
tinian people to restore all their 
legitimate and inalienable rights, 
foremost of which is their right 
to self-determination, ending 
the occupation and establishing 
their independent and sovereign 
state on the 1967 borders with 
East Jerusalem as its capital.

The Arab League called for 
supporting all Palestinian and 

Arab diplomatic endeavours 
aiming to strengthen the posi-
tion of the State of Palestine in 
the international arena, most 
importantly the efforts seeking 
the State of Palestine obtaining 
full membership in the United 
Nations to become an active 
member in the international 
community.

The Arab League also called 
on the international community 
to assume its responsibilities by 
providing international protec-
tion for the Palestinian people 
and deterring the expansionist 
colonial settlement occupation 
system.

Deputy speaker of Shura receives parliamentarians
QNA 
DOHA

DEPUTY Speaker of the Shura Coun-
cil HE Dr Hamda bint Hassan Al 
Sulaiti on Tuesday met with Deputy 
Chairman of Majlis A’Shura of Oman 
Said bin Hamad A Saadi, Member 
of the House of Representatives of 
Yemen and President of the League 
of Parliamentarians for Al-Quds Ha-
mid bin Abdullah Al Ahmar, Member 
of the People’s Representative Coun-
cil of Indonesia and Vice-Chairman 
of the Global Organization of Par-
liamentarians Against Corruption 

(GOPAC) Dr Fadli Zon and Member 
of in the Chamber of Deputies of Ro-
mania and President of the Qatar-
Romanian Friendship Group in the 
Romanian Parliament Mirela Fur-
tuna.

A number of topics related to par-
liamentary action and the ways of 
promoting parliamentary relations 
were discussed during the meeting.

The parliamentarians expressed 
their admiration for Qatar’s renais-
sance and the outstanding organisa-
tion of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, wishing the State all success in 
hosting the tournament.

Ordering online in talabat 
Mart gets fans covered

DFI all set to host Qatar’s 
largest pop culture event 
‘Geekdom’ from Dec 3-16

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

WITH all eyes on Qatar as it 
hosts the world’s greatest cel-
ebration of football for the first 
time in the region, there’s no 
place sports fans would rather be 
right now! Whether you’re a citi-
zen, long-time resident or one 
of the millions of visitors here 
to root for your favourite team, 
talabat Mart is fully stocked to 
bring you everything you need 
to enjoy this historic moment in 
time. 

Here are just five of the ways 
that talabat Mart could be your 
savior – for those items forgot-
ten in the excitement or to help 
you join in the fun as you make 
the most of what Qatar has to of-
fer. 

Just arrived in Qatar but 
forgotten something impor-
tant back home? 

We all know the feeling: 
you’re rummaging around in 
your suitcase for that one thing 
that you know you packed… 
before you remember you defi-
nitely didn’t! Whether it’s the 
toiletries bag you left in your 
bathroom or the phone charger 
that’s still plugged in at home, 
talabat Mart is here to your 
rescue! From toothpastes and 
toothbrushes, to shaving creams 
and shampoos, and even elec-
tronics like mobile phone acces-
sories, you can get anything you 
need delivered to your doorstep 

at any time of the day or night! 
Having friends or fam-
ily over to celebrate a team 
win? 

Good food equals a good 
mood, but the traffic can cer-
tainly kill the celebratory vibe if 
you’re forced to head out to grab 
that one missing ingredient for 
your signature dish. Save your-
self the hassle and skip the jams 
with talabat Mart. Pick from an 
array of fresh fruits, vegetables, 
dairy and poultry items, baked 
goods and snacks to get the 
party going - and get it all from 
the comfort of your own home 
within 30 minutes.

Time to switch your colours!

So your team’s been 
knocked out - what do you 
do now? 
Pick a new one, of course! And 
now you’ve got your new cham-
pions but no items to cheer them 
on with, talabat Mart has your 
back. Get your game-day essen-
tials and country fan boxes deliv-
ered to you effortlessly with just 
a push of a button - think shirts, 
masks, flags and more. Go team! 

Ready to hit the beach?

While you may be here for 
the love of football, there’s so 
much more to see and do as part 
of your Qatar experience. For 
instance, beach clubs should not 
be missing from your itinerary. 
Think serene views, water ac-
tivities, beachside sports and all 
things fun! Inspired to make an 
impromptu visit but don’t have 
the basics? talabat Mart will help 
you get beach-ready; from tow-
els to suntan lotions, and beach 
games to flip flops, purchase all 
your beach essentials conveni-
ently through the app before hit-
ting the sand.

Craving a midnight lunch?
Your body clock still hasn’t 

caught up and you’re not sure if 
you need breakfast, brunch or, 
well, brinner…? Totally expect-
ed that, so take it cheesy! Hop 
on to talabat Mart and choose 
whatever takes your fancy from 
a wide range of ready-to-eat 
microwave-able meals, fresh 
pastries or snacks of all kinds in-
cluding chips, nuts, crackers and 
popcorn.

No matter what it is that 
you’re looking for, talabat Mart 
will go above and beyond to ful-
fil your needs seamlessly and 
round-the-clock to help you 
enjoy a truly incredible football 
season in Qatar!

You can find talabat Mart on 
the talabat app - customers can 
now download talabat on the 
iOS App Store, Google Play Store 
and Huawei App Gallery.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DOHA Film Institute (DFI) 
brings Qatar’s largest pop cul-
ture event, Geekdom, to the 
Doha Film Experience from 
December 3 to 16 at the Lusail 
Boulevard, Geekdom Building. 

Set to bring out the inner 
geek in everyone, Geekdom 
has moved its celebration of all 
things nerdy to Lusail Boulevard 
with daily passes available on a 
first-come-first-served basis for 
QR10. 

Providing a platform for all 
geeks to share their passion for 
pop culture and for every visitor 
to experience events that engage 
and inspire, Geekdom will fea-
ture a day to celebrate cosplay, 
nerve-wracking video game 
tournaments, screenings of cel-
ebrated films, fun karaoke nights 
and an electrifying concert for 
Ajyal Tunes Geekdom Night. 

Visitors will discover a rare 
collection of pop-culture memo-
rabilia curated by Qatar-based 
collectors at the Geekdom Gal-
lery and an artists and vendors 
alley will showcase local and 
regional artists’ work for pas-
sionate collectors. The Geekdom 
Lounge houses the most popular 
board games, card games, man-
ga reading sessions and an ongo-
ing calendar of video games and 
tournaments. 

In addition to FIFA 23 | 
Overwatch 2, video game tour-
naments that will bring together 
the best of best in video gaming 
include the Super Smash Bros. 
Ultimate - Doubles | League of 
Legends; Guilty Gear Strive | 
Valorant; Street Fighter V | Val-
orant; Tekken 7; King of Fighters 
XV; and the Super Smash Bros. 
Ultimate Singles, among others. 

There will also be, debates, 
anime music videos, cosplay 
competitions for kids and sev-
eral workshops. 

Geekdom screenings com-
mence on December 3 with Lilo 
& Stitch (USA/2002) directed by 
Dean DeBlois and Chris Sanders. 

Other films on the Geekdom 
screening showcase are: Only 

Yesterday (Japan/2022) by Isao 
Takahata; Hercules (USA/1997) 
by Ron Clements and John 
Musker; Spirited Away (Ja-
pan/2005) by Hayao Miyazaki; 
The Secret World of Arrietty 
(Japan/2010) by Hiromasa 
Yonebayashi; Lupin III The 
First (Japan/2020) by Takashi 
Yamazaki; Guardians of the Gal-
axy (USA/2014) by James Gunn; 
Star Wars: Episode IV – A New 
Hope (USA/1977) by George Lu-
cas; Mulan (USA/1998) by Barry 
Cook and Tony Bancroft; Mulan 
II (USA/2004) by Darrell Roon-
ey; Batman Returns (USA/1992) 
by Tim Burton; The Dark Knight 
Rises (USA/2012) by Christo-
pher Nolan; and Weathering 
with You (Japan/2019) by Ma-
koto Shinkai. 

Excitement awaits visitors 
with this year’s Geekdom Talks 
diverse topics, which include 
How to create your OC, Creating 
Anime Content: How to go viral 
on social media, The opportu-
nity of Gaming and eSports and 
ways to move forward, Cosplay-
ing 101 and much more.

A selection of short films all 

from Qatar will also be screened 
as part of the Geekdom Shorts 
Programme on December 
11. These include Qarar (Qa-
tar/2014) and I (Qatar/2012) 
both by Ali Al Anssari; Ruqya 
(Qatar/2010) by Fahad Al-Ku-
wari; and Topaz Duo: Cosmic 
Phoenix (Qatar/2012) by Ben 
Robinson.  

The Ajyal Tunes Geekdom 
Night will be held on December 
16, with several talented Qatar-
based musicians on stage at Qa-
tar Foundation’s Oxygen Park 
for the grand closing ceremony. 

Geekdom has established 
itself as a cross-generational, 
communal interactive creative 
space for people of all ages that 
supports the development of a 
diverse range of content crea-
tors. The success of Geekdom 
has sparked the growth of a pop 
culture industry in Qatar, with 
the opening of new animation 
studios and pop-culture fo-
cused stores such as Cortex PC, 
Tawar Games, The Geek Majlis, 
Qatar Boardgames Community 
and the Qatar Gaming Commu-
nity.

PRIME MINISTER MEETS THAILAND AMBASSADOR

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani on Tuesday 
met with Ambassador of Thailand HE Nathapol Khantahiran on the occasion of the end of his tenure in 
the country. During the meeting, the prime minister wished the ambassador success in his future tasks, 
and further progress in the relations between the two countries. (QNA)
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Qatar National Library (QNL) will organise an 
array of cultural, educational and artistic com-
munity activities in December to celebrate Qatar 
National Day and World arabic Language Day, 
with visitors having the chance to participate in 
discussions and activities related to Qatar’s art, 
history, culture and language. 

the library’s art exhibition ‘reesha’ is open 
for visitors until December 31. Under the slogan 
‘We Welcome the World to Qatar 2022’, the ex-
hibition showcases children’s artwork, inspired 
by Qatar’s 2022 World Cup stadiums, with au-
dio-descriptive guides and high-contrast raised 
images also making it accessible for visitors with 
impaired vision. 

On December 3, to celebrate the Qatar-ME-
NaSa Year of Culture 2022 and in partnership 
with Mathaf: arab Museum of Modern art, the 
library will host an exhibition providing a win-
dow into the life and work of the algerian artist, 
Baya Mahieddine. the exhibition will showcase 
a selection of 18 works that are intertwined with 
Baya’s lifelong themes to reveal the fictional and 
nonfictional elements that continued to resonate 
throughout Baya’s work until the very end. the 
exhibition is set to run until March 30, 2023. 

Continuing on the theme of Baya Mahied-
dine and again as part of the Qatar-MENaSa 
Year of Culture 2022, the library, in partnership 
with Mathaf: arab Museum of Modern art, will 
organise several painting workshops for adults 
and children. the workshops for adults will be 
held on December 3 and 17, while the workshop 
for children will be held on December 5 and 7 
and a mixed workshop for children and adults 
will be held on December 14 and 19. 

On December 8, the library, in partnership 
with L’association terres d’Orient and the Her-
Ma laboratory from the University of Poitiers, 
invites visitors to attend a day of online lectures 
and discussions on the topic ‘Illicit Circulation 
and Laundering of National and Oriental Cul-
tural Goods in the World of art’. 

the programme will bring together academ-
ics and archaeologists, members of heritage and 
research institutions, investigators, lawyers and 
magistrates as well as representatives of the dif-
ferent ministries involved in the fight against the 
illicit traffic of cultural property. this multidis-
ciplinary event will offer a pertinent look at the 
problem and the weakness of art markets in the 
face of traffickers. 

On December 8 and 10, the library invites 
visitors to join in the Qatar National Day cele-
brations by playing and learning about a selec-
tion of fun-filled, traditional Qatari games. On 

December 14 and 15, the library will host ‘Qatari 
Story time’ for children and families to listen to 
the most beautiful Qatari stories and learn about 
Qatari identity and culture.

to celebrate World arabic Language Day, 
the library will host several events on learning, 
preserving and highlighting the beauty of the 
arabic language.

From December 26 to 28, the library will host 
visitors to a workshop that will teach the basics of 
arabic to non-native speakers in a number of in-
tensive classes. the workshop is part of the activi-
ties for arabic Language Week, organised by the 
library in cooperation with the tomouh Initiative, 
which targets beginner learners of the language.

to mark World arabic Language Day, on 
December 27, the library will host a lecture on 
the arabic language as an integral part of culture 
and the practical efforts of Qatar to enhance a 
sense of belonging to, pride in and preservation 
of the language. the lecture will be conducted 
by Dr Basma ahmad Sidqi Dajani, professor of 
arabic Language and Literature at Hamad Bin 
Khalifa University. 

Continuing the activities for arabic Lan-
guage Week, on December 29, the library will 
host a workshop to highlight the beauty of ara-
bic words and letters, and how they can be used 
to create artworks.

QNL to celebrate Qatar National 
Day, Arabic Language Day with 
community events in December
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LABoUR MiNiStER MEEtS DUtCH SPoRtS MiNiStER

Minister of Labour HE Dr Ali bin Smaikh Al Marri met with Minister of Sports of the Netherlands in Doha 
on Tuesday. During the meeting, they reviewed relations between the two countries and ways to develop 
them, in addition to other issues of mutual interest. (TNN)

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

tHE Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry (MoCI), in cooperation 
with NBK Powered Sports, Qa-
tar’s Harley-Davidson dealer-
ship, has announced the recall 
of Harley-Davidson touring 
and CVO touring 2018-2022 
models, as a fault in the brake 
electric light switch can result in 
the brake lamp(s) remaining il-
luminated even if brakes are not 

used, which increases the risk of 
a rear end collision by a follow-
ing vehicle.

the ministry said the re-
call campaign comes within the 
framework of its ongoing efforts 
to protect consumers and en-
sure that dealers follow up on 
vehicle defects and repairs.

the ministry said that it will 
coordinate with the dealer to fol-
low up on the maintenance and 
repair works and will commu-
nicate with customers to ensure 

that the necessary repairs are 
carried out. the ministry urged 
all customers to report any 
violations to its Consumer Pro-
tection and anti-Commercial 
Fraud Department, which pro-
cesses complaints, inquires and 
suggestions through Call Cent-
er: 16001, email: info@moci.
gov.qa, twitter @MOCIQatar, 
Instagram MOCIQatar and 
the ministry’s mobile applica-
tion available on iPhone and 
android devices MOCI_Qatar

moCI recalls Harley-davidson Touring 
and Cvo Touring 2018-2022 models

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QU Health, the Health Cluster of Qatar 
University (QU), recently organised an 
Open Day for Graduate Studies through 
the graduate office, with the participa-
tion of all QU health colleges, featur-
ing the College of Medicine, College of 
Health Sciences, College of Pharmacy, 
College of Dental Medicine and College 
of Nursing.  

the event was organised to promote 
QU health academic programmes and 
the opportunities each programme of-

fers. It also aims to raise awareness of 
the requirements for applying for grad-
uate studies, introduce the various study 
plans and the educational and academic 
opportunities available to students. the 
open day also provided the opportunity 
for students to communicate with am-
bassadors and representatives of each 
academic programmes.

the importance of the Graduate 
Studies Open Day is to provide all the 
necessary information and a detailed 
explanation for students who plan to 
complete their graduate studies and 
move forward in their scientific and 

practical career at QU, within the grad-
uate studies, diploma, masters’ or PhD 
programme.

the open day event for gradu-
ate studies in QU Health included the 
presentation of 10 postgraduate pro-
grammes in QU Health, including two 
postgraduate certificate programmes 
in health professions education and 
biomedical sciences, in addition to a 
Doctor of Pharmacy programme, and 
six master’s programmes, namely: Mas-
ter of Science Programme Biomedical, 
Master of Public Health, Master of Hu-
man Nutrition, Master of Genetic Coun-
seling, Master of Pharmacy, Master of 
Education in Health Professions, in ad-
dition to a PhD programme in Health 
Sciences.

this event targets students intend-
ing to apply for admission to graduate 

programmes during Spring and Fall 
2023, and introduced them to the steps 
to be followed to successfully complete 
the process. Each program admission 
requirement and expectations were dis-
cussed.

Head of Graduate and research 
at the College of Health Sciences Dr 
Mashael al Shafei stressed the impor-
tance of the Open Day saying, “the aim 
of the event is to introduce students who 
wish to enrol in the various programmes 
available in the sector and its affiliated 
colleges, the terms of admission, how to 
apply for these programmes and future 
job opportunities. We encourage stu-
dents and workers in the health sector 
to apply and join the QU Health family.”

the application window will open 
on January 8, 2023 and close on Febru-
ary 16, 2023.

Qatar University Health promotes academic 
programmes on Graduate Studies Open Day

QU Health organised an Open Day for 
Graduate Studies.

A file picture of Qatar National Library 

The importance of the Graduate Studies Open Day is to pro-
vide all the necessary information and a detailed explanation 
for students who plan to complete their graduate studies



South Korea extradites 
suspect in New Zealand 
‘suitcase’ murders

DPA 
SEOUL 

A 42-year-old woman suspect-
ed of murdering two children 
whose remains were found in 
suitcases in New Zealand last 
August has been extradited by 
South Korea.

The woman was handed 
over to officials from New Zea-
land at Seoul’s Incheon Inter-
national Airport on Monday 
evening, along with evidence, 
according to the South Korean 
Justice Ministry.

The plane carrying the 
suspect landed in Auckland 
on Tuesday. The woman will 
be brought before a judge on 
Wednesday on charges of two 
counts of murder, Radio New 
Zealand (RNZ) reported.

The suspect, who is believed 
to have gone to South Korea in 
2018, is a New Zealander who 
once held South Korean citizen-
ship.

The remains of two chil-
dren, aged between five and 10, 
were discovered on August 11 

in suitcases bought at a clear-
ance auction in New Zealand. 
The suitcases had been stored 
in a warehouse for three to four 
years prior to that, according to 
police.

New Zealand police had 
been looking for the woman on 
the assumption that she was the 
children’s mother, according to 
police in Seoul.

She was arrested in South 
Korea in the south-eastern 
coastal city of Ulsan in Septem-
ber, after New Zealand police 
requested an international ar-
rest warrant be issued for the 
suspect.

The remains of two children, 
aged between five and 10, 
were discovered on August 11. 

Several Palestinians dead after 
clashes with Israeli army

DPA 
RAMALLAH/TEL AVIV 

FoUR Palestinians were killed 
in clashes with Israeli soldiers 
on Tuesday, while a fifth was 
killed after a car attack in the 
occupied West Bank.

Israeli police said on Tues-
day that a soldier had been seri-
ously injured after being target-
ed by a car north of Jerusalem. 
The attacker was shot dead, ac-
cording to the statement.

Earlier, a 44-year-old man 
was killed by a gunshot wound 
to the head during clashes near 
Hebron, according to the Pal-
estinian Health Ministry. Nine 
others were wounded, it said.

In Hebron, Israel said two 
military vehicles were forced 
to a halt after dozens of Pales-
tinians pelted the soldiers with 
stones and explosive devices 

and fired at them. The soldiers 
returned fire.

Elsewhere, a total of three 
men, including two brothers, 
were killed in two villages near 
Ramallah on Tuesday, the Pal-
estinian Health Ministry said.

In one incident in the area, 
the Israeli army said that sol-
diers had been pelted with 
stones and incendiary devices 
and had then used live ammu-
nition.

The situation in the occu-
pied West Bank has been tense 
for months.

Following a series of at-
tacks on Israelis that began in 
March, the army has been con-
ducting an increasing number 
of raids.

According to the Health 
Ministry, more than 150 Pal-
estinians have been killed this 
year in connection with mili-

tary operations, in clashes or in 
attacks they were carrying out.

There are also increasing 
reports of violence by Israeli 

settlers against Palestinians, 
Israeli activists, or soldiers.

Tensions between Palestinians and Israeli forces 
have been on the rise in the occupied West Bank 
and East Jerusalem in recent months.  

The grandparents of one of Palestinians killed during clashes with Israeli army forces mourn with others 
around the body during the funeral in their home village of Beit Rima in the occupied West Bank on Tuesday.
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NATo backs Kyiv’s future 
membership: Stoltenberg

AGENCIES 

KIcKINg off a two-day meet-
ing in Romania, NATo Secre-
tary-general Jens Stoltenberg 
says Ukraine will one day be-
come a member, but adds the 
more immediate focus should 
be on arming Kyiv’s forces and 
supplying non-lethal aid as the 
winter bites.

NATo Secretary general 
Jens Stoltenberg has reaffirmed 
the alliance’s commitment to 
Ukraine, saying they will one 
day become a NATo member.

Stoltenberg’s remarks came 
as US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken and his NATo counter-
parts gathered in Romania to 
discuss increased support for 
Ukraine as Moscow continues 
to bombard energy infrastruc-
ture.

“NATo’s door is open,” 
Stoltenberg said.

“Russia does not have a 
veto” on countries joining, he 
said about the recent entry of 
North Macedonia and Monte-
negro into the security alliance. 
He added that Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin “will get 
Finland and Sweden as NATo 
members” soon.

The Nordic neighbours ap-
plied for membership in April, 
concerned that Russia might 
target them next.

“We stand by that, too, on 
membership for Ukraine,” the 
former Norwegian prime min-
ister said.

NATo foreign ministers 

pledged to support Ukraine 
and help repair its energy infra-
structure amid a wave of Rus-
sian attacks that have knocked 
out power supplies and heating 
for millions of Ukrainians.

“Russia’s aggression, in-
cluding its persistent and 
unconscionable attacks on 

Ukrainian civilian and energy 
infrastructure, is depriving 
millions of Ukrainians of basic 
human services,” the foreign 
ministers said in a statement 
after the first day of talks in Bu-
charest.

They condemned Russia’s 
cruelty against Ukraine’s civil-
ians and promised to assist the 
country as it repairs its energy 
infrastructure.

“We will continue and fur-
ther step up political and prac-
tical support to Ukraine as it 
continues to defend its sover-
eignty and territorial integrity…
and will maintain our support 
for as long as necessary,” the 
statement noted.

Foreign ministers also con-
firmed a 2008 NATo summit 
decision that Ukraine would 
eventually become a member of 
the alliance.

Russia has been carry-
ing out massive attacks on 
Ukraine’s electricity transmis-
sion and heating infrastructure 
roughly weekly since october, 
in what Kyiv and its allies say is 
a deliberate campaign to harm 
civilians and a war crime.

Ukraine’s Foreign minister Dmytro Kuleba (L) and NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg address the press 
during a meeting of NATO Foreign Ministers on Tuesday, in Bucharest, Romania. 

AGENCIES 

US dictionary publisher Merri-
am-Webster singled out “gas-
lighting” as the word of the year 
on Monday, saying it reflects 
the current “age of misinfor-
mation.” According to Mer-
riam-Webster, in 2022 there 
was a 1,740 percent increase in 
searches for the word, which 
comes from the title of a 1938 
play about a man attempting to 
make his wife believe that she is 
going insane.

The US dictionary defines 
gaslighting as ‘the act or prac-
tice of grossly misleading some-
one especially for one’s own ad-
vantage’.

“In recent years, with the 
vast increase in channels and 
technologies used to mislead, 
gaslighting has become the fa-
voured word for the perception 
of deception. In this age of mis-
information – of ‘fake news,’ 
conspiracy theories, Twitter 
trolls, and deepfakes – gaslight-
ing has emerged as a word for 
our time. This is why (trust us!) 
it has earned its place as our 
Word of the Year,” Merriam-
Webster editors said.

The American dictionary’s 
top definition for gaslighting 
is the psychological manipula-
tion of a person, usually over 
an extended period of time, 
that “causes the victim to ques-
tion the validity of their own 
thoughts, perception of reality, 
or memories and typically leads 
to confusion, loss of confidence 
and self-esteem, uncertainty of 
one’s emotional or mental sta-
bility, and a dependency on the 
perpetrator”.

other words shortlisted for 
the title included “omicron,” 
after the greek alphabet letter 
used to name a particularly con-
tagious variant of the corona-
virus, and “sentient,” searches 
of which spiked after a google 
engineer claimed the company’s 
AI chatbot had developed a hu-
man-like consciousness.

other contenders were oli-
garch, codify, LgBTQIA, loamy, 
raid and Queen consort.

Merriam-Webster’s word 
of the year is “a statisti-
cal measure” of what people 
searched for in the dictionary 
over the past year, it said in 
another tweet.

In 2022, there was a 
1740% increase in searches 
for the word ‘gaslighting’. 

‘Gaslighting’ 
is merriam-
webster’s 
word of the 
year for 2022

NATO foreign ministers 
pledge to support 
Ukraine and help repair 
its energy infrastructure.  

China moves to curb COVID-19 protests 

AGENCIES 

PoLIcE in china have moved 
against protests taking place in 
multiple cities across the coun-
try, as authorities in some ar-
eas began to modify the harsh 
coVID-19 restrictions that are 
fuelling the unrest.

The anger erupted after a 
fire in a tower block in Urumqi 
in the far western region of Xin-
jiang in which 10 people died 
after being overcome by toxic 
smoke.

Protesters said firefighters 
had been unable to reach resi-
dents because of barriers erect-
ed as part of a prolonged coro-
navirus lockdown, although 
officials denied the building was 
sealed off.

The Urumqi blaze led to 
protests in multiple cities across 
china, including the capital Bei-
jing and the country’s biggest 
city Shanghai, as frustration at 

the prolonged lockdowns and 
harsh restrictions associated 
with the government’s zero-
coVID strategy boiled over.

There was a heavy police 
presence in cities where pro-
tests had been held, with offic-
ers in Shanghai moving to de-
tain several demonstrators and 
taking them away in a bus. Bar-
riers were also erected along the 
street to prevent people from 

gathering. china’s National 
Health commission reported 
38,645 new cases of the virus 
on Tuesday, down slightly from 
the record highs of the past few 
days.

Seven people — all of them 
older than 80 — have died in 
china since the latest outbreak 
began. Beijing has pointed to 
the relatively low vaccination 
rate among older people, who 

are more susceptible to the 
disease, as one of the reasons 
it needs to persist with zero-
coVID.

The global Times, a state-
run tabloid, said several cities 
were now “optimizing” their re-
sponse “to take more targeted, 
science-based actions to curb 
flare-ups”. Deliveries and trans-
port services began operating 
again in Urumqi on Tuesday, 
with flights to some other chi-
nese cities also resuming.

In the southern city of 
guangzhou, which is home to 
some 19 million people, resi-
dents have been told they do 
not need to take coVID-19 tests 
daily if they are already staying 
at home, such as the elderly or 
students taking online classes.

In southwest chongqing, 
people who live in areas with 
no positive cases in the latest 
five days will not be required 
to participate in mass testing, it 
added.

In the capital, authorities 
stressed on Sunday that fire-
fighting access and community 
entrances could not be blocked 
during coronavirus lockdowns.

Residents undergo swab testing at a residential area under lockdown 
due to COVID-19 coronavirus restrictions in Beijing on Tuesday. 

Some COVID-19 
measures were said 
to be adjusted. 



Satyendra Pathak
Doha

In a first of its kind long-term LnG sup-
ply agreement to Europe from Qatar’s 
north Field expansion project, Germany 
is set to receive new flows of Qatar’s liq-
uefied natural gas (LnG) from 2026 af-
ter QatarEnergy and ConocoPhillips on 
Tuesday signed two sales and purchase 
agreements (SPAS) for its export cover-
ing at least a 15-year period.

In an announcement to this effect, 
QatarEnergy said that as part of the two 
long-term LnG SPAs, ConocoPhillips 
will deliver up to 2 million tonnes per 
annum (MTPA) of LnG from Qatar to 
Germany. Pursuant to the two SPAs, a 
ConocoPhillips wholly-owned subsidi-
ary will purchase the agreed quantities 
to be delivered ex-ship to the ‘German 
LnG’ receiving terminal, which is cur-
rently under development in Brunsbüt-
tel in northern Germany, with deliveries 
expected to start in 2026.

The LnG volumes will be sourced 
from the two joint ventures between Qa-
tarEnergy and ConocoPhillips that hold 
interests in Qatar’s north Field East 
(nFE) and north Field South (nFS) pro-
jects. The SPAs were signed on Tuesday 
by Minister of State for Energy Affairs 
and QatarEnergy President and CEO 
HE Saad Sherida Al Kaabi and Conoco-
Phillips Chairman and CEO Ryan Lance 
at a special event held at QatarEnergy’s 
headquarters in Doha in the presence of 
senior executives from both companies.

Germany has been one of the worst-
hit European nations after a reduction 
in supplies of gas from Moscow. The na-
tion which used to get more than a half 
of its gas via pipelines from Russia, has 
rented several floating LnG terminals 
which it will rely on in future. Closing a 
deal now means further diversification 
of LnG sources.

While the deal with Qatar is only 6 

percent of the 46 billion cubic meters 
of Russian gas Germany imported in 
2021, signing an agreement is signifi-
cant as the global LnG market is in-
creasingly competitive.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, 
Kaabi said “We are pleased to sign these 
agreements with our partner Conoco-
Phillips to supply up to 2 million tons 
per annum of LnG to Germany from the 
two QatarEnergy-ConocoPhillips joint 
ventures in the nFE and nFS LnG ex-
pansion projects respectively, starting in 
2026. These agreements are momentous 
for several reasons. They mark the first 

ever long-term LnG supply to Germany 
with a supply period that extends for at 
least 15 years, thus contributing to Ger-
many’s long-term energy security.

“They also represent the culmination 
of efforts between two trusted partners, 
QatarEnergy and ConocoPhillips, over 
many years, to provide reliable and cred-
ible LnG supply solutions to customers 
across the globe, and today, to German 
end-consumers. This is a concrete dem-
onstration of QatarEnergy’s resolve to 
provide reliable energy supplies to all 
major markets around the world, and of 
our commitment to the German people.”

Kaabi said, “Germany is the largest 
gas market in Europe, with significant 
demand in the industrial, power, and 
household sectors, and we are commit-
ted to contribute to the energy security 
of Germany and Europe at large. The 
agreements are a further manifestation 
of this commitment, which is reinforced 
through the sizeable investments we 
have made and continue to make along 
the entire gas value chain encompassing 
production capacity increases in Qatar 
and the Golden Pass LnG export project 
in the United States.

“Such investments also include the 

execution of the largest LnG ship build-
ing program in the history of the energy 
sector, as well as securing long-term 
commitments in LnG receiving infra-
structure in several European countries. 
Our dialogue with our European part-
ners continues with the aim of achiev-
ing greater energy security, long-term 
market stability, and a smoother energy 
transition for the benefit of all.”

Replying to a question if Qatar was 
still negotiating were other German 
companies for further supply, Kaabi said, 
“Qatar is continuing to talk to German 
buyers about additional supplies. Qatar 
is in talks with Germany’s RWE and Uni-
per SE about long-term LnG contracts.”

Speaking on the occasion, Lance 
said, “QatarEnergy and ConocoPhil-
lips are excited for the opportunity to 
responsibly and securely supply world 
markets with LnG from the Qatari ex-
pansion projects.”

“These agreements will provide an 
attractive LnG offtake solution for our 
new joint ventures with QatarEnergy 
and position the joint ventures as relia-
ble sources of LnG supply into Europe,” 
Lance said. The deal comes a few days 
after QatarEnergy signed a 27-year sales 
and purchase agreement with China’s 
Sinopec. The north Field is part of the 
world’s biggest gas field, which Qatar 
shares with Iran.

QatarEnergy earlier this year signed 
five deals for north Field East (nFE), the 
first and larger of the two-phase north 
Field expansion plan, which includes six 
LnG trains that will ramp up Qatar’s liq-
uefaction capacity to 126 million tonnes 
per year by 2027 from 77 million.

ConocoPhillips’ partnership in the 
north Field LnG Expansion Projects is 
made up of a 3.125 percent share in the 
nFE project and a 6.25 percent share 
in the nFS project, which are planned 
to commence production in 2026 and 
2027, respectively.

tribune newS network
Doha

QnB Group has concluded the 
Emerging Leaders Program 
with a graduation ceremony 
held to honor its employees 
who successfully completed the 
programme.

QnB Emerging Lead-
ers Program aims to identify 
and develop the bank’s Qatari 
staff who excel in their current 
role and who demonstrate the 
potential to advance to more 
challenging positions within 
the Group.

Over the course of 10 
months, 26 Qatari candidates 
participated in a combination 
of face-to-face modules, online 
learning, on-the-job assign-
ments and a workplace project, 
as well as completed functional 
training and job rotations.

The course modules were 
developed by Kaplan, a leading 
provider of training solutions 

for professional qualifications 
programs, leadership, and pro-
fessional development.

Upon the successful com-
pletion of the program, the 
candidates receive a Certifi-
cate Level Accreditation from 
nOCn, a market-leading inter-
national Awarding Organiza-
tion.

This programme comes as 

part of the bank’s effort to pre-
pare emerging Qatari talent for 
management roles. It also aims 
to complement QnB’s current 
Leadership and Management 
Course offerings and the bank’s 
ongoing efforts to provide its 
employees’ top-tier learning 
and development opportuni-
ties.

In his speech during the 

graduation, QnB Group Chief 
Executive Officer Abdulla 
Mubarak Al Khalifa said, “I 
would like to take this oppor-
tunity to congratulate all the 
employees who completed this 
program successfully. It is a 
clear indication of the efforts 
the Bank undertakes to en-
sure the quality of the career 
development for each member 

of QnB’s family and to ensure 
their ongoing success which in 
turn, reflects as the bank’s own 
success.”

QnB Group, currently 
ranked as the most valuable 
bank brand in the Middle East 
and Africa, is proud to be the 
Official Middle East and Africa 
Supporter of the FIFA World 
Cup 2022.

Through its subsidiaries 
and associate companies, the 
Group extends to more than 30 
countries across three conti-
nents providing a comprehen-
sive range of advanced prod-
ucts and services. The total 
number of employees is 27,000 
operating through 1000 loca-
tions, with an ATM network of 
more than 4,700 machines.

QNB concludes Emerging Leaders Program

Qatar to supply Germany with LNG under 
long-term gas deal with ConocoPhillips
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AAB unveils new Toyota gr86 
Coupe in Qatar page 10

QNB Group Chief Executive Officer Abdulla Mubarak Al Khalifa delivers  
speech at the QNB Emerging Leaders Program.   

The SPAs were signed on Tuesday by Minister of State for Energy Affairs and QatarEnergy President and CEO HE Saad Sherida Al 
Kaabi and ConocoPhillips Chairman and CEO Ryan Lance at a special event held at QatarEnergy’s headquarters in Doha in the    
presence of senior executives from both companies.

Over the course of ten months, 26 Qatari candidates participated in a combination of face-to-face modules, online 
learning, on-the-job assignments and a workplace project, as well as completed functional training and job rotations.

Programme aims to 
develop QNB’s Qatar 
staff leadership skills
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AAB unveils new Toyota gr86 Coupe in Qatar
Tribune news neTwork

Doha 

The much-awaited Toyota 
GR86, 2023 YM was launched 
by Abdullah Abdulghani & Bros 
(AAB), distributors of Toyota 
vehicles in Qatar. 

The exclusive event held in 
the Toyota Showroom, Al Ab-
dulghani Tower, was attended 
by Yazan Mustafa, Chief Oper-
ating Officer - Commercial and 
Industrial Division and AAB 
senior managers. 

Special guests for the 
launch event were Khalid Al 
Maraghi and   Faesal Al Yafei 
who represented Qatar at the 
Toyota Gazoo Racing (TGR) 
MeNA eSPORTS Cup that was 
held in Jordan in connection 
with the Regional Launch of 
GR86. 

Toyota GR86 was first re-
vealed at the regional launch 
event in Amman in October 
2022. The event also witnessed 
the finals of Toyota GAZOO 
Racing MeNA esports Cup 
which witnessed fierce compe-
tition between 26 professional 
digital racers from 13 countries. 

Khalid Al Maraghi repre-
senting Qatar won the second 
place. During the launch event, 
Khalid Al Maraghi and Faesal 
Al Yafei were congratulated by 
the AAB management for rep-
resenting Qatar. 

Stylish coupe brings sports-
focused handling and perfor-
mance to a wider audience.

Sleek and assertive exte-
rior is paired with a comfort-
able cabin that offers a range 
of practical features designed 
to elevate the daily driving ex-
perience 

The 2.4L naturally aspi-
rated, four-cylinder boxer en-
gine offers a significant power 
upgrade with 228 hp and 249.5 
nm of torque.

Choice of manual or au-
tomatic transmission enables 
drivers to choose an experience 
that fits their style.

Vehicle comes equipped 
with a comprehensive array 
of safety features for greater 
peace of mind

Sports car enthusiasts in 
the Qatar can look forward to 
an exciting addition to Toyota’s 
GR collection with the launch 
of the new Toyota GR86. The 
sleek and stylish coupe pro-
vides an entry point to Toyota’s 
GR range, bringing the rewards 
of sports-focused handling and 
performance to a wider audi-
ence. 

The new GR86 is an evolu-
tion of the previous GT86; the 
model launched a decade ago 
that signaled Toyota’s renewed 
commitment to sports car engi-
neering. The coupe retains the 
classic configuration of a front-
mounted engine with rear-
wheel drive and is designed to 

spread the joy of a fun driving 
experience, while inheriting the 
culture of the previous model. 

The development of Toyo-
ta’s ever-growing GR models 
by the Toyota GAZOO Racing 
team fulfills the company’s 
mission to use the experience 
and know-how gained from 
participation in motorsport to 
build ‘ever-better cars.’ 

Yasunori Suezawa, Chief 
engineer in charge of the ve-
hicle’s development, said, “The 
GR86’s mission is to open up 
the world of GR, enabling it to 
be enjoyed by more and more 
people. When you get behind 
the wheel, it is guaranteed to 
put a smile on your face. For 
that reason, we set ‘smile be-
hind the wheel’ as our key de-
velopment goal. Our objective 
was to develop a powerful yet 
fun-to-drive vehicle that would 
bring happiness to sports car 
fans. I believe we have achieved 
this and more; the new GR86 
provides direct and satisfying 
performance that truly embod-
ies the GR spirit.” 

Kei Fujita, chief representa-
tive, Middle east and Central 
Asia Representative  Office, 
Toyota Motor Corporation, 
said, “We are very excited to 
bring the new GR86 to our cus-
tomers in Qatar. Designed for 
enthusiasts by enthusiasts, the 
latest addition to our GR range 
offers true sports car perfor-
mance with a focus on added 
stability, power, and improved 
aerodynamics. Importantly, it 
is not simply for purists and 
those with high levels of expe-
rience; its rewards can be dis-
covered day-to-day on the open 

road as much as on the track.”
Fujita said, “We are con-

fident this latest addition to 
Toyota’s GR range will give 
more people opportunities to 
experience the pure joy of driv-
ing. I would like to thank all 
our customers in the region for 
their endless support, which 
continuously inspires us on our 
journey to make ‘ever-better 
cars.’” 

The GR86 inherits the 
front-independent MacPher-
son struts and rear double-
wishbone suspension system 
featured on the GT86, with a 
performance tuned for an even 
higher level of response and 
stable handling. 

The successful lowering 
of the center of gravity is cen-
tral to the car’s superior han-
dling and exhilarating driving 
experience. As for the overall 
dimensions of the new GR86, 
they are close to those of its 
predecessor, yet, the height 
has been lowered by 10 mm 
(to 1,310 mm), while 5 mm has 

been added to the wheelbase 
(2,575 mm). 

With its wide stance, the 
rear-wheel-drive coupe’s han-
dling changes come in the 
form of front and rear-frame 
reinforcements that increase 
rigidity. Functional exterior 
air vents were also added to 
further support steering stabil-
ity. In addition, weight-shaving 
details, such as aluminum roof 
panels and fenders, ensure a 
nimble curb weight of just over 
1,270 kg. 

The 2.4L naturally aspirat-
ed, horizontally opposed four-
cylinder boxer engine brings 
a significant power upgrade, 
increasing from 205 to 228 hp 
and 212 to 250 nm of torque. 

The power boost stems 
from a series of tweaks, includ-
ing increased bore size, chang-
es to the intake and exhaust 
systems, and optimization of 
the Toyota D-4S dual injection 
technology. 

These deliver a responsive 
and powerful driving experi-

ence, particularly when com-
ing out of curves onto straight 
roads. In addition, drivers 
can choose between a 6-speed 
manual (MT) or automatic 
transmission (AT). The big-
ger engine also improves zero-
to-60 times, from 7.0 to 6.3 
seconds for the MT and from 
8.0 to 6.9 seconds for the AT. 

With a refined, aerodynam-
ic profile, the new GR86 boasts 
a sleek and assertive look with 
a long hood and short rear deck 
highlighting its racing-inspired 
proportions. The front of the 
vehicle features a GR-specific 
Functional MATRIX ‘G Mesh’ 
Grille, which fuses perfor-
mance and expressiveness. Its 
angular LeD headlights com-
plement the aerodynamic front 
air dams and vents, with side 
sill spoilers to aid steering re-
sponsiveness and stability. The 
tightened wheel arches at the 
vehicle’s rear express a wide 
stance, while arch fins control 
airflow. Aerodynamic fins have 
also been added to the lower 

rear bumper to further en-
hance stability. 

The 2023 GR86’s driver-
focused cockpit is designed to 
elevate the daily driving ex-
perience while also offering 
a simplicity that keeps driv-
ers squarely focused on the 
road. It features a 7-inch Thin 
Film Transistor (TFT) screen, 
which displays all-new three-
mode digital instrumentation, 
including Normal, Sport, and 
Track modes. While in Track 
mode, drivers receive real-time 
readouts of gear position, en-
gine speed, water temperature, 
and oil temperature. The hori-
zontally configured instrument 
panel now has LCD toggle dis-
plays with silver trimmed dials 
that give the cabin a modern, 
race-inspired feel. Standard 
sport front bucket seats with 
side bolster firmly hold drivers 
in place around each corner. 
The GR86 also brings everyday 
usability, with 2+2 seating that 
offers the versatility of fold-
down rear seats. 

The vehicle’s comfortable 
cabin hosts a range of practical 
features, including an 8-inch 
multimedia touchscreen com-
patible with wired Apple Car-
Play® and Android Auto™, 
Bluetooth® for hands-free 
phone capability, two USB 
ports and one auxiliary port, 
a six-speaker sound system, a 
powerful automatic dual-zone 
air conditioning system, and 
many more. 

As with any other Toyota 
model, safety remains a top 
priority for the new GR86. 
The vehicle comes equipped 
with a comprehensive ar-
ray of safety features, such as 
seven SRS airbags (including 
driver’s knee airbag), Vehicle 
Stability Control (VSC), Trac-
tion Control (TRC), Anti-lock 
Braking System (ABS), elec-
tronic Brake-force Distribu-
tion (eBD), Brake Assist (BA), 
emergency Brake Signal Sys-
tem (eSS), hill-start Assist 
Control (hAC), and Tire Pres-
sure Warning System (TPWS), 
among many others. 

The new GR86 offers a 
sporty look and allows custom-
ers to express their individual-
ity with a choice of seven dis-
tinctive exterior colors. These 
include Crystal White Pearl, 
Crystal Black Silica, Bright 
Blue, Magnetite Gray Metallic, 
and Ice Silver Metallic, as well 
as two new colors; Spark Red 
and Sapphire Blue. Meanwhile, 
the interior is available in a 
choice of Black or Black and GR 
Red. Customers can also choose 
between two types of newly de-
signed wheels that add to the 
vehicle’s sleek and streamlined 
appearance, with 17-inch alloy 
wheels consisting of five twin 
spokes or 18-inch matte black 
alloy sports wheels. 

The new GR86 is an evolution of the previous GT86,  the model launched a decade ago that signaled Toyota’s renewed commitment to sports 
car engineering. 

Qss contributes in securing 
FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022

Tribune news network 
Doha 

QATAR Security Systems Company (QSS), 
a subsidiary of Qatari Investors Group 
Technology, has announced its contribu-
tion in securing the stadiums hosting the 
first World Cup in the Middle east- FIFA 
Qatar 2022.

QSS, specialised in integrated security 
systems, detection, life safety and other in-
novative digital systems, has secured the 
entrances of the stadiums with personal 
screening devices and metal detectors 
along with a full support team throughout 
the tournament.

The company has secured as well the 
spectator entry access at Ahmed Bin Ali 
stadium with automated turnstile gates 
and managed the ticketing system for 
smooth access entry.

established in 1995, QSS has a wide 
network of international partners, such 
as ‘Smiths Detection’, the global leader in 
threat detection and screening technolo-

gies for aviation, ports and borders, de-
fence and urban security. 

Another big partner is ‘Ceia’, an Industri-
al Company focused on the design and man-
ufacturing of electromagnetic Inspection 
Systems and Induction heating Systems.

Through its strong global partnerships 
and cooperation, the company was able to 
provide turnkey solutions from the design 

phase all the way to operations and mainte-
nance for high-value clients in Qatar.

QSS, which owns security systems ap-
proved by the Ministry of Interior and has 
world-class integrated security solutions, 
also provided the necessary support to 
the tournament’s Security and Safety Op-
erations Committee and other security au-
thorities through the provision of mobile 
vehicle screening units, advanced under 
vehicle screening systems and threat de-
tection equipment for the vehicle check-
points with operational event support sup-
plied for FIFA event.

In addition, the company has set up 
checkpoints to screen fans onboard of the 
three MSC Cruises ships, serving for the 
World Cup fans at Doha Port. 

Furthermore, its role extends to pro-
viding X-ray baggage scanners, threat de-
tection system and self-screening security 
system for persons at both hamad Inter-
national Airport and Doha International 
Airport, while providing a specialized team 
of technicians to support inspections 24x7.

QSS, specialised in integrated security systems, 
detection, life safety and other innovative digi-
tal systems, has secured the entrances of the 
stadiums with personal screening devices. 

QCb governor participates in meeting of GCC central 
bank governors with People’s bank of China governor

Qatar Central Bank (QCB) Governor Sheikh Bandar bin Mohammed bin 
Saoud Al Thani participated on Tuesday via video conference in the joint 
meeting between the governors of the central banks in the Gulf Cooper-
ation Council (GCC) countries and the Governor of the People’s Bank of 
China. The meeting discussed a number of topics of common interest. 
The meeting is a continuation of the outcomes of the first joint meeting 
of GCC central bank governors with the Governor of the People’s Bank 
of China that was held on September 28, 2021.



Sultanate of oman 

 A kaleidoscope of breath-taking natural
 beauty, history, culture & heritage

national museum oman 
The National Museum of Oman showcases the Sultanate’s rich history and heritage, from its earliest settlement through to 

present day.

Royal opera House muscat 
The Royal Opera House Muscat hosts world-class shows and brings artists from around the world to Oman, including 

ballet, operas, musicals and more Luxury shopping and fine dining is available at the Opera Galleria next door. Royal Opera 
House Muscat is the leading arts and culture organization in the Sultanate of Oman. The vision of the Opera House is to 
serve as a center of excellence in global cultural engagement, to enrich lives through diverse artistic, cultural, and education-
al programs. The multidisciplinary work Royal Opera House Muscat showcases rich and diverse artistic creations from Oman, 
the region, and the world; provides a space for culture and socioeconomic development reflections and actions inspires 
audiences and nurtures creativity with innovative programs; fosters cultural vitality and unleashes talent; promotes cultural 
tourism; and puts cultural diplomacy into practice by reinvigorating global and multi-disciplinary collaborations and exchanges.

nizwa
Nizwa is an ancient city in the Ad Dakhiliyah region of northern Oman. It sits on a plain characterized by seasonal rivers 

and palm plantations.
Nizwa Fort:  One of the most popular tourist attractions in the Sultanate, Nizwa Fort is a living testament of Oman’s 

expert craftsmanship and provides an excellent illustration of the way Omani people lived in ancient times. It is one of the 
oldest forts in the country, with the underlying structure dating back to the 12th century. Located right next to Nizwa Souq, it 
is easily recognizable by its large cylindrical watchtower. 
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  The Sultanate of Oman is a country of breathtaking natural beauty, interwoven with a kaleidoscope of history and culture. Oman 
has embraced modernization and progress while retaining the core aspects of its culture and heritage – making it the perfect 
travel destination for those seeking an authentic Arabian experience.

Visitors and adventurers looking for a unique holiday experience will find that Oman has a lot to offer. Hiking, scuba diving, 
fishing, kitesurfing and caving to name just a few. From tall mountains and deep gorges, to water-filled wadis, endless beaches 
and some of the world’s most stunning desert landscapes, the diverse beauty of Oman is apparent in every part of the country.

Oman is a Unique Destination bearing Friendly People and Warm Hospitality, Welcoming and Tolerant to Varied Ethnic and Cul-
tural Groups, Safe and Secure Destination for Women, Children and Families, with Stunning Nature & Culture, A Hidden gem that 
offers Genuine, Natural Thrills and Adventures and lastly a Cost-effective Destination for Travel and Holiday.

Wadi Bani Khalid 
muSCat

al alam Palace misfat al abriyeen

Jebel al akhdar 

Sultan Qaboos Grand mosque muttrah Souq 

ain al thawarah Hot Springs 

One of the Sultanate’s best known wadis, Wadi Bani 
Khalid is a geographical wonderland of pools, caves 
and mountains. It enjoys a constant flow of water all 
year round - perfect for visiting any season. Wadi Bani 
Khalid is popular for its large pools of emerald green 
water surrounded by tall palm trees. This is a favorite 
location amongst hikers and is also a famous picnic 
spot where you can spend the whole day for hiking, 
exploring, and swimming in clear water pools.

THE MODERN CAPITAL OF OMAN  - offers visitors a stunning combination of old and new. From the architectural master-
piece that is the Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque, to its rugged mountain backdrop and breathtaking beaches, the city never 
fails to entertain and inspire.

There is an abundance of choice for visitors, from world-class shows at the Royal Opera House Muscat, to fine dining at 
one of the many restaurants scattered across the capital or shopping for traditional souvenirs at Muttrah Souq, one of the 
oldest in Arabia. Museums, such as the Children’s Museum, Natural History Museum, National Museum or Bait Al Zubair wel-
come those who wish to delve deeper into the Sultanate’s rich natural and cultural history. For art lovers, there are a number 
of galleries showcasing modern Omani art. As for activities, the capital region has almost endless possibilities. Whether it is 
snorkelling at the Daymaniyat Islands, trekking from Old Muscat to Muttrah, a guided city tour or a day trip to a nearby wadi, 
Muscat welcomes all to experience its unique charm.

Al Alam Palace is 
located in the heart 
of Old Muscat. It is 
flanked on either 
side by the impres-
sive twin Jalali and 
Mirani Forts. Both of 
these majestic build-
ings are still in use, 
and although they 
are not open to the public, tourists can admire the architecture 
from the yard and at the gates. Al Alam Palace is Oman’s most 
flamboyant example of contemporary Islamic design, with two 
long wings centered on a colorful, cube-like central building, 
its flat, overhanging roof supported by extravagantly flared blue 
and gold columns. The palace complex is impressively stage-
managed, approached via a long pedestrianized boulevard. On 
either side stretches a cluster of impressive government build-
ings: huge, snow-white edifices sporting crenellated rooftops, 
traditional wooden balconies and window shutters. 

Notable for 
both its tradition-
al architecture 
and agriculture, 
Misfat Al Abri-
yeen is an Omani 
oasis village, 
that has been a 
self-sustaining 
cohesive com-
munity based on the ancient falaj irrigation systems. Many 
of the homes there are a variety of different colours, with 
large fragrant gardens and open terraces to relax in. The 
first house in Misfat Al Abriyeen village was built hundreds 
of years ago! Traditional high mud buildings, & agricultural 
terraces that wrap around the mountain’s terrain, give the 
visitor a distinctive visual pleasure. The village attracts 
thousands of tourists to enjoy the nature and heritage that 
dates back hundreds of years and also adventure tourists 
from inside and outside the Sultanate.

The mountain range has spectacular view and one 
would feel to embrace the mountain at the very first sight. 
The magnificent mountain range can be compared with any 
of the hill stations of the world, but, with a unique blend 
and twist of its own bio-diversity. The range mainly consists 
of different types of huge rocky layers that are so beauti-
ful to watch while reaching Jabal Akhdar. One can see the 
beautiful colours of the mountain when the sunlight falls 
on it are so different from dawn to dusk and watching 
this is an experience in itself.  Terraced farms and cooler 
weather great adventurers atop the Al Jebel Al Akhdar 
range. Here, hiking routes are mainly along its beautiful 
villages, but also through wadis and terrace fields. 

This architectural master-
piece is Oman’s pride and 
joy. Located in Bawshar, 
the mosque is home to 
the world’s second largest 
hand-woven carpet as well as 
a one of the largest chan-
deliers in the world which is 
decorated with hundreds of 
crystals. The main prayer hall 
is breathtakingly beautiful. 

Generous hospitality extended to guests
A large part of the Sultanate’s unique charm is the hos-
pitality of the Omani people. 

Traditional Omani culture is embedded in nearly eve-
ry aspect of daily life, from clothing and food, arts and 
crafts, to the way Omanis welcome visitors. The uniquely 
Omani culture and heritage continues today in many of 
the same ways it has been for hundreds of years.

Located along 
Muttrah’s scenic 
corniche, Muttrah 
Souq is the high-
light of this his-
toric waterfront. 

The Muttrah 
Souq is one of 
the oldest market-
places in the Arab world. This ancient marketplace today 
features several shops selling antiques, traditional fab-
rics, aromatic spices and fresh produce.

Close to the Nakhal Fort, along a winding road 
framed by palm trees, are the Ain Al Thawarah hot 
springs. People use the springs as a trusted water 
supply, and for the therapeutic properties of the min-
eral water. Beyond the date plantations that surround 
Nakhal Fort, this hot spring emerges from the wadi 
walls and is directed into a falaj (immigration channel) 
for the irrigation of the surrounding plantations.

Glimpses from media trip organized by The Ministry of Heritage and Tourism Oman



MERIAM JELLITI
DOHA

THE result of Qatar’s determina-
tion to host and organise the first 
environmentally sustainable FIFA 
World Cup ever, is there for every-
one to see. 

Early on, FIFA recognised that 
climate change is one of the most 
pressing challenges of our time and 
it requires immediate and sustain-
able climate action from all as it 
decisively affects the health, life and 
future of people on the planet.

In this context, FIFA had an-
nounced that the 2022 edition will 
be the first ever ‘carbon neutral’ 
World Cup. In line with that an-
nouncement, Qatar, the host coun-
try, “pledged to conduct a com-
pletely carbon-free World Cup”. 

A comprehensive set of ini-
tiatives have been implemented to 
mitigate emissions associated with 
the tournament. The measures in-
clude energy efficient stadiums, 
green building certification in de-
sign, construction, operations, and 
low-emission transportation as 
well as sustainable waste manage-
ment practices.

Climate experts and analysts 
have examined ‘carbon neutrality’ in 
Qatar, which has taken a large num-
ber of important steps in this con-
text. The steps include building the 
world’s largest herb farm, establish-
ing environment friendly hotels and 
stadiums, planting trees, greening 
roads, using solar energy to operate 
the tournament stadiums among 
many others, in a gesture that is the 
first of its kind in the world.

But that’s not all. The Minis-
try of Environment and Climate 
Change, through its official Twit-
ter account, recently listed some 
facts about sustainability in the 
World Cup.

All World Cup stadiums have 
obtained the Global Sustainability 
Assessment System (GSAS) certifi-
cate approved by FIFA and ener-
gy-saving thermal insulation and 

ventilation systems have been used 
inside the stadiums, it said.

Water generated from the air 
conditioning operations are used to 
irrigate trees surrounding the play-
grounds. 850,000 square meters of 
green spaces have been created, ac-
cording to the ministry.

The ministry reminded that sta-
diums with public transportation 
were connected to reduce emis-
sions from private vehicles during 
the tournament, and energy saving 
lamps with a third of the consump-
tion of ordinary lamps were being 
used to light up the stadiums. 

Moreover, in the process of re-
ducing dust and dirt around the sta-
diums, recycled water is used.

Qatar has also cooperated with 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO) and the International Fed-
eration of Football Associations 
(FIFA) in a joint project that seeks 
to present a “Healthy 2022 World 
Cup”, which preserves the health 
of players, fans and organisers and 
contributes to spreading the culture 
of healthy sports.

The project aims to ensure that 
the tournament is a healthy and 
safe event, and that the implement-
ed measures and lessons learned 
are used to make future mega 

sporting events healthy and safe. 
Qatar 2022 is also about creating 
an effective and sustainable model 
that promotes the integration of 
health, security and well-being in 
future sporting events, according to 
a recent report of the World Health 
Organization.

The main aims of the project are 
to support and encourage people to 
practice healthy lifestyles by fol-
lowing a healthy diet and quitting 
smoking, and enhancing health 
security and ensuring the safety of 
gatherings and events.

So, environment is protected 
while millions of people of different 
nationalities, races and religions 
are gathered in one place in har-
mony, tolerance, love and peace to 
watch the matches and support and 
encourage their teams.

People are getting to know one 
another’s customs and learn that 
there are other customs and tradi-
tions different from what they have 
been accustomed to throughout 
their lives. It is the world in the 
World Cup, and it is Qatar that 
made it happen. It is not for noth-
ing that Qatar has the reputation of 
a country of great impact and big 
achievements.

SANTHOSH CHANDRAN
DOHA

OPEN screenings of FIFA World Cup 2022 
matches and other entertainment  activi-
ties offered by the Ministry 
of Labour and Social Af-
fairs at Industrial Area Fan 
Zone have been attracting 
large numbers of football 
fans, including blue-collar 
workers, to the area.

Thousands of workers 
gather at the zone to watch 
the matches on a big screen 
every day as Hayya Card in 
not needed for entry. 

Free WiFi, cultural 
shows by popular artistes 
from different Asian coun-
tries, free medical check-
up and eateries makes the 
location attractive for visi-
tors. Besides, the authori-
ties have offered attractive 
gifts to the visitors through 
lucky draws.

Most of the visitors 
come to the area to watch 
the matches straight from 
work-sites, while some 
lucky ones could skip the 
work with the permission of their employ-
ers to enjoy the football vibe.  

A migrant worker from Nepal told Qa-
tar Tribune: “Qatar has made all arrange-
ments to watch the World Cup matches 
on big screens. The vibe created by the 
authorities will attract large numbers of 
workers to sports and motivate them to 
follow a healthy living.”

An Indian social worker said, “Qatar 
is very concerned about the welfare of its 
workers who were involved in many FIFA 
World Cup projects. The event provides 
the workers with the thrill of football, 

while also helping them learn about the 
cultures of other countries through watch-
ing the cultural programmers that are 
staged almost every day.”

The food stalls at the zone serve varied 
dishes popular in different Asian coun-
tries. The organisers publicise the de-
tails of the activities at the zone everyday 
through WhatsApp.
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Doha Corniche activities see large fan turnout
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022-associated activi-
ties along the Doha Corniche 
saw a large turnout with fans 
from cross the world  soaking 
in a variety of shows and en-
tertainment activities over a 
six-kilometer stretch of prom-
enade, amid an exceptional 
atmosphere.

Designated exclusively for 
pedestrians since November 
1, the Corniche Street is one of 
the most prominent entertain-
ment destinations for the pub-
lic during the World Cup pe-
riod, with a plethora of artistic 
and live performances, as well 
as food and beverage outlets.

Stakeholder Relations 
Senior Manager at the Su-
preme Committee of Delivery 
and Legacy (SC) Khalid Mo-

hamed Al Suwaidi said that 
the cultural and entertain-
ment experience programme 
witnesses a wide range of 
shows and activities that guar-
antee all fans wonderful times 
full of fun and entertainment.

The fan experience is not 
limited to attending matches 
in stadiums, but allows them 
to enjoy other cultural and en-
tertainment shows during the 
tournament, he said.

Al Suwaidi added that the 
120,000-capacity areas on the 
Doha Corniche are the largest 
entertainment destination for 
fans during the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. 

It includes a variety of fes-
tive shows, outlets and carts 
selling food, coffee and vari-
ous drinks, as well as family-
friendly areas in a bid to meet 
the needs and requirements 
of all categories of fans during 

the World Cup.
Al Suwaidi highlighted the 

close cooperation with many 
partners and community 
groups to enhance the fans’ 
cultural experience, and to 

present a variety of activities 
and performances that cele-
brate all that distinguishes the 
host country during the tour-
nament. The activities attract 
fans from around the world, 

while highlighting the coun-
try’s rich cultural diversity.

Out of 4,000 requests 
from artists interested in 
participating in this unique 
global event, the SC invited 
hundreds of artists for shows 
in front of the World Cup fans, 
he said. The project offered an 
opportunity for those talented 
artists to enjoy the World Cup, 
and celebrate their cultures 
and passions among fans, 
during a global festival across 
Qatar that combines art and 
football, he added.

The football atmosphere 
dominates the Doha Corniche 
during the World Cup. Excite-
ment and enthusiasm over-
whelm the place, and the love 
of football unites fans from 
all over the world, Al Suwaidi 
said, stressing that this was 
the SC’s objective to see the 
passion for the most popu-

lar game in the world present 
everywhere in Qatar, especial-
ly along the Doha Corniche.

The FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 is witnessing a 
programme of artistic per-
formances, with the aim of 
creating an exceptional and 
unique experience for fans 
during their presence in Qa-
tar, as 600 artistes present 
more than 6,000 unique artis-
tic performances in 200 loca-
tions during the tournament 
period.

Fans enjoy the last-mile 
performances around the sta-
diums, at the Messila Bus Sta-
tion, and fan accommodations, 
as well as participating in 
some events in other locations 
such as the Doha Corniche, the 
FIFA Fan Festival, and other 
fan destinations such as the D’ 
reesha Performing Arts Festi-
val in Education City.

Free screenings, freebees... 
It’s all-day revels at
Industrial Area FZ

Qatar 2022: Most eco-friendly 
and healthiest World Cup ever

Excitement and enthusiasm overwhelm the place, and the love of football unites fans from all over the world
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Gakpo stars as DUtCH top GroUp a

Qatar count on the experience of making debut at the highest level of the sport
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

Host nation Qatar’s debut at 
the FIFA World Cup 2022 came 
to an end as Cody Gakpo scored 
again for the Netherlands help-
ing his team move into the last 
16 with a 2-0 win in their Group 
A match at the Al Bayt stadium 
on tuesday.

senegal joined the Nether-
lands from the group ifollowing 
a dramatic 2-1 victory over Ec-
uador, thanks to Kalidou Kouli-
baly’s thumping winner in the 
70th minute.

senegal, without star man 
sadio Mané, reached the last 16 
for the first time since making 
the quarter-finals in 2002. they 
made sure there will be African 
representation in the knockout 
rounds after no team managed 
the feat in 2018.

the Dutch, the Africans 
champions and the south 
Americans all had the chance 
to go through at the start of the 
day but Louis van Gaal’s side 
were in the box seat.

the three-times runners-up 
continued their run of reaching 
the last 16 or second round of 
every World Cup they have at-
tended as Gakpo broke into the 
box and finished calmly on the 
26th minute. Frenkie de Jong 
added the second.

Gakpo said: “We do it as a 
team and everyone helps each 
other. I’ve been the finishing 
point three times now, but we 
all do it together. of course it’s a 
nice feeling, but it’s more impor-
tant we are through.” 

Dutch forward Memphis 
Depay made his first start of the 
tournament as Van Gaal went 
on the attack rather than play 
for the draw.

But he was outshone by 
Gakpo, who scored his third of 
the tournament with a goal com-
ing in all three group games.

the PsV Eindhoven at-
tacking midfielder will be hot 
property in the January transfer 
window, especially as his three 
goals have been a header, a left-
foot finish and a right-foot strike 
here.

De Jong netted the second 
after the break from close range 
after Barcelona teammate De-
pay had a shot saved.

there was one blemish for 

Gakpo, whose handball in the 
build-up meant a third goal for 
the Dutch was chalked off.

Qatar coach Felix sanchez, 
said, “We have played against a 
great team. We hung on against 
them until 1-0. We are out but 
it was a great experience for my 
players.” 

Van Gaal’s men had their 
third goal disallowed when 
De Jong’s flick was handled 
by Gakpo in the build up, after  
which substitute steven Ber-
ghuis was given an easy fin-
ish in on Barsham’s goal but  
Gambian referee Bakary Gas-
sama disallowed it after a VAR 
review.

Abdulaziz Hatem - one of the 
livelier Qatari players - threat-
ened from range late on with 
a well struck shot but Noppert 
gathered with relative ease, the 
Dutch keeper later again called 
upon to stop Homam Al Amin 
in his tracks. 

the oranje closed the game 
out on the front foot again, 
missing a few chances, the  
biggest of which saw Berghu-
is smash the ball against the 
post after beating off several  
defenders.

Netherlands’ forward Cody Gakpo celebrates scoring at the Al Bayt 
Stadium on Tuesday. (aFP)

Netherlands’ forward Cody Gakpo (centre) celebrates scoring the opening goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group A match against hosts Qatar at the Al Bayt Stadium on Tuesday. (aFP)

Qatar players applaud the spectators after their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group A match against Netherlands at the Al Bayt Stadium on Tuesday. (aFP)

Netherlands’ forward Cody Gakpo hugs Qatar’s defender Karim Abdel 
Hassan after their match at the Al Bayt Stadium on Tuesday. (aFP)

Key stat
Cody Gakpo is only the 
fourth Netherlands 
player to score in three 
consecutive World Cup 
matches following 
Wesley Sneijder (2010) 
Dennis Bergkamp 
(1994) and Johan 
Neeskens (1974).

Only the most optimistic of Qatari supporters envisaged anything other than a Netherlands victory. 
But if this riveting World Cup has taught us anything, it is that we should not take any outcome for 
granted. The longer this game remained 0-0, the more likely a few of the Dutch players would have 
experienced uninvited thoughts about the prospect of joining Argentina and Germany on an  
unenviable list of illustrious football nations beaten by opponents in Qatar. Gakpo struck in time  
to ensure that Netherlands stayed on course.

SCORELINE
Netherlands Qatar

2 0
Cody Gakpo 26’, Frenkie de Jong 49’



PA MediA/dPA
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Senegal coach aliou Cisse 
knows his side must be prepared 
for a totally different type of foot-
ball after securing their place in the 
knockout stages of the World Cup 
with a 2-1 victory over ecuador.

The africa Cup of nations 
champions - without injured star 
forward Sadio Mane - needed to 
win to make it through from group 
a, while a draw would have been 
good enough for ecuador.

after seeing Watford forward 
Ismaila Sarr put Senegal in front 
from a penalty at the end of the first 
half, Brighton midfielder Moises 
Caicedo pulled the South ameri-
cans level. However, Chelsea de-
fender Kalidou Koulibaly soon put 
Senegal back in front 
with the captain’s first 
international goal.

a possible show-
down with england 
awaits in the last 16, 
but whichever side 
Senegal face Cisse ac-
cepts his team will 
need to quickly refo-
cus for the business 
end of the tourna-
ment.

“We don’t know 
who we’re going to come up against 
in the round of 16 - it could be eng-
land, it could be Wales, Iran, USa, 
anyone,” Cisse said.

“Then that will be a new stage 
for us. We know that we are mov-
ing to the knockout stages, which 
is completely different from what 
we are used to playing in these 
types of (group) matches.

“everyone is a good team, the 
best teams in the world that are 
competing. Therefore, we need to 
be prepared to come up against 
any side.

“It is now a win or lose situa-
tion, there are no second chances 
- if you win, you go through, if you 
lose, you go home.

“So for the moment, we are just 
going to concentrate on resting 
and getting fit for the next game, 
it is simple as that.” after secur-
ing qualification, Senegal’s players 
paid tribute to Papa Bouba Diop 
on the anniversary of his death two 
years ago.

The squad held up a flag of the 
former midfielder, who scored the 
country’s first goal at the 2002 
World Cup where they went on to 
reach the quarter-finals.

“We knew this game was the 
most important or one of the most 
important for our career,” Chelsea 
defender Koulibaly said.

“This (player of the match) tro-
phy, I will give it to the family of 
Papa Bouba Diop, because this was 
a special day for us, the anniversa-
ry of his death.” Koulibaly added: 
“We want to show exactly why we 
are the champions of africa and 
why Senegal should be playing on 
the world scene.

“We have to respect the next 
team we will play against and we 
will wait to see which team we can 
play against.

“But the team 
who will play against 
us can be afraid a lit-
tle bit because they 
see that Senegal is 
a good team with a 
lot of talents and we 
can do good things.” 
after picking up four 
points from their 
opening two games, 
ecuador coach gus-
tavo alfaro accepted 
his side had come up 

short when it mattered.
“It is a hard blow and big frus-

tration. We knew that margin for 
mistakes was really high, that de-
tails could make all the difference 
and this is what happened,” alfaro 
said.

“In the first half, we didn’t have 
enough chances and missed the 
second balls. During half-time, I 
told them if you want to equalise, 
you have to do something different 
and need to play.

“We did that more in the sec-
ond half and drew level, but after 
having worked so hard, we were 
then not able to control the pace of 
the game.

“We wanted to go through on 
this road that we have been fol-
lowing and the pain we feel, like 
the whole of ecuador, is huge 
pain. “But we must not forget that 
this was a good performance from 
this generation of players and the 
experience will be useful for the 
future.”
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Senegal’s players cel-
ebrate after defender 

Kalidou Koulibaly 
scored their team’s 

second goal during the 
Qatar 2022 World Cup 
Group A match at the 
Khalifa International 
Stadium in doha on 

Tuesday. (AFP)

Senegal’s defender 

Kalidou Koulibaly cel-

ebrates with teammates 

Pape Gueye and Iliman 

ndiaye after scoring 

his team’s second goal 

during the Qatar 2022 

World Cup Group A 

match at the Khalifa 

International Stadium 

in doha on Tuesday. 
(AFP)

ready 
for any 

foe
senegal must brace 
itself for ‘completely 
different’ knockouts, 
says Coach Cisse

AFrICAN CHAMPIoNS WIN; ECUADor FAIL IN FINAL GroUP MAtCH

Koulibaly the hero as Senegal progress to last 16
FiFA.COM

doHA

Senegal have qualified for 
the Round of 16 at the FIFa 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

The lions or Teranga have 
finished as runners-up in 
group a, behind netherlands, 
having won games against 
hosts Qatar and now ecuador 
in what was a tense but thrill-
ing match.

Senegal showed signs of 
their attacking prowess early 

on, with Ismaila Sarr work-
ing himself into a shooting 

position only to have his shot 
spun around the corner of  

the post.
It was Sarr who would be 

presented with the perfect op-
portunity to open the scoring 
again when he was flattened 
in the box by Piero Hincapie. 
From the spot, Sarr was the 
coolest player on the pitch, 
rooting goalkeeper Hernan 
galindez to the spot.

Midway through the sec-
ond half, aliou 
Cisse watched 
his side turn 
defensively 

motionless as Moises Caicedo 
temporarily put a stopper in 
Senegalese celebrations. a cor-
ner, tipped on by Felix Torres, 
found Caicedo completely un-
marked in front of the Senegal 
goal; the midfielder presented 
with the easiest task to score.

However, it was the third 
dead ball scenario that would 
prove the decisive one. Idrissa 
gueye’s corner kick was bun-

dled around by a host 

of ecuadorian bodies and re-
sulted in Kalidou Koulibaly, 
storming in at the far post, 
swiping the ball past galindez 
and sparking the most deaf-
ening of celebrations in the 
stands. late pressure from 
ecuador didn’t pay, as Senegal 
progressed to the Round of 16 
for the first time since their 
World Cup debut in 2002.

Just moments before 
Koulibaly crashed in the win-
ning goal, Senegalese fans had 
their heads in their hands.

A possible showdown 
with England awaits in 
the last 16, but which-
ever side Senegal face 
Cisse accepts his 
team will need to 
quickly refocus for the 
business end of the 
tournament.

SCORELINE
Ecuador Senegal

1 2
Moises Caicedo 67’; Ismaila Sarr 44’ (P), Kalidou Koulibaly 70’



Agencies

Christian Pulisic supplied the deci-
sive strike of an absorbing contest for 
Usa to break iran hearts and set up 
an intriguing FiFa World Cup Qatar 
2022 last-16 encounter with the neth-
erlands on saturday.

Pulisic’s 38th minute goal proved 
enough for the americans to advance 
at the expense of their geopolitical 
rivals in an eagerly awaited rematch 
of their 1998 World Cup group stage 
meeting, which iran had won 2-1.

With the win, the unbeaten Us (1-
0-2) finished second to England in its 
group and will meet Group a cham-
pion the netherlands in the round of 
16 on saturday. iran, meanwhile, go 
home short of the knockout stages for 
the sixth time in as many visits to the 
World Cup.

But the iranians didn’t make it 
easy on the americans battling to the 
final minute of stoppage time that 
left the U.s. win in jeopardy until the 
final whistle. the U.s. weathered two 
prime scoring opportunities by the 
iranians in a chaotic finish to punch 
their ticket to the next round.

the only goal the U.s. needed 
came in the 38th minute when Pulisic 
got a half-step on iranian defenders 
Majid hosseini and ramin rezaeian, 
allowing him to redirect a headed 
cross from sergiño Dest into the net 
from inside the six-yard box.

the Us started at express pace, 
swarming all over Carlos Queiroz’s 
team and working alireza Beyranvand 
with a header from Pulisic and sergino 
Dest’s fizzing low cross. Beyramvand 
should have been further extended af-
ter 28 minutes but tim Weah wasn’t 

aware he lacked company in the pen-
alty box and lobbed a tame headed at-
tempt into the goalkeeper’s gloves.

iran didn’t muster a corner, let 
alone a shot, in the opening 45 min-
utes. and the Us capitalised on their 
dominance seven minutes before the 
break. Weston McKennie spread a 
ball to Dest, speeding behind the ira-
nian defence, and the outstanding 
right-back’s first-time header across 
goal was met by the onrushing Puli-
sic to turn home from six yards. the 
forward was hurt colliding with Bey-
ramvand, as he scored, and Pulisic 
ultimately succumbed to his injury at 
half-time.

Coach Gregg Berhalter’s team 
were ruing the offside flag that 
spoiled a big moment for Weah, who 
applied a lovely finish when clean 
through, by that stage. and iran, 
knowing a point was enough to ad-
vance, returned from the break a dif-
ferent beast. saman Ghoddos, sent 
on for the second 45 minutes, headed 
over from a good position, then whis-
tled a strike past the upright, albeit 
ir iran were penalised for a foul as 
the ball travelled to Ghoddos. that 
wouldn’t have counted. But a diving 
header from Morteza Pouraliganji 
in the third minute of stoppage time 
would have, had the ball flown in-
side goalkeeper Matt turner’s post 
and not half-a-yard wide. that’s how 
close this match was, this group in 
fact. three games and nine days it 
lasted – and the Usa, just, snared 
second spot behind England.

iran coach Carlos Queiroz said, 
“the first half was Us, the second 
iran. We should have scored but now 
the dream is over.”

US hold on aS 
Iran go home
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SCORELINE
Iran USA

0 1
Christian Pulisic 38’

The only goal in the game came from america’s 
Christian Pulisic, robbing Iran of its round of 16 berth

Iran players react at the end of the match

Pulisic taken to hospital 
after injury on goal

Agencies

Christian Pulisic, who 
scored the lone goal in the 
United states’ 1-0 win over iran 
at the World Cup on tuesday, 
was taken to the hospital to un-
dergo a scan for an abdominal 
injury.

Pulisic scored in the 38th 
minute but collided with irani-
an goalkeeper alireza Beiran-
vand on the play. Pulisic was 
down on the field for a few min-
utes before slowly getting up 
and walking off with trainers.

Play resumed with the U.s. 
opting not to sub out for Puli-
sic. he re-entered the game 
a couple minutes later and 
played out the rest of the first 
half, but he did not return to 
the field in the second half.

“no update on his status,” 
U.s. coach Gregg Berhalter 
told the BBC. “But it’s a won-
derful thing when one of your 
best players is also one of the 
most hard working. he’s cer-
tainly that. i can’t say enough 
positive things about Chris-
tian.”

USA’s forward #10 Christian Pulisic receives medical attention after 
injuring himself while scoring his team’s lone goal

Christian Pulisic sends the ball past Iran’s goalkeeper Alireza Beiranvand; US players celebrated after their victory over Iran.



RashfoRd unstoppable as 
england fly into last 16
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DPA 
Doha 

Marcus rashford scored a 
brace and Phil Foden the other 
as England trounced Wales 3-0 
on Tuesday to secure first place 
in World cup Group B and a 
last-16 berth along with the 
united states who edged Iran 
1-0 in the other game.

rashford curled home a 
free-kick in the 50th, won the 
ball two minutes later which 
led to Foden’s goal, and then 
got the third himself again in 
the 68th minute.

Both players had been 
among four new England 
starters after their impressive 
opening 6-2 against Iran was 
followed by a meagre 0-0 draw 
with the us.

“It’s a great feeling,” rash-
ford told the BBc. “Moments 
like this, this is what I play 
football for. I’m happy we 
are going through to the next 
round of the tournament be-
cause I have massive ambi-
tions for this team and I think 
we can play even better than 
we did today.” 

Euro 2020 runners-up 
England finished top 
of the group and 
now face Group a 
runners-up sen-
egal in the last 16 
on sunday.

The us will play 
Group a winners Neth-
erlands on saturday 
after leapfrogging Iran 
from christian Pulisic’s 
38th minute winner.

In the British duel, 
rashford and Foden 
had the biggest oppor-
tunities before the break 
and then put England 
on course shortly after 
the restart which took 
place without substi-
tuted Wales star Ga-
reth Bale.

M a n c h e s t e r 
united’s rashford 
superbly curled a 
free-kick into the 
top right corner in 
the 50th, and then 
won the ball deep 
in the Welsh half, 
fed captain Har-
ry Kane whose 
pass across the 

goalmouth was met by Man-
chester city’s Foden at the 
far post for 2-0.

Wales, having lost the 
last six games against Eng-

land since a 1984 win, tried 
to fight back as Dan James 

curled wide and goal-
keeper Jordan Pick-

ford needed to save a 
shot from Johnson 

that took a big 
deflection off 
Harry Maguire.

But it was 
all over in 

the 68th when 
rashford took up Kalvin 
Phillips’ long ball, ran into 
the area, beat a defender, 

and netted through Ward’s 
legs.

“We were a little bit disap-
pointed after the usa result. 

Thought we could’ve played 
a lot better. and it was im-
portant to have a good per-

formance the next game. We 
defended brilliantly in the first 
half and it was just about kill-
ing the game off early and tak-

ing the chances in the game,” 
rashford said.

Wales manager robert 
Page said: “We’re disappointed 
to leave the tournament but, if 
we’re going to go out, that’s the 
way to go out.

My message is don’t be dis-
appointed. We’ve got to build 
for the future again now.”

England Manager Gareth 
southgate made four changes 
to his team that performed so 
poorly against usa, rashford, 
Foden, Jordan Henderson and 
fit-again Kyle Walker coming 
in for raheem sterling, Bukayo 

saka, Mason Mount and Kier-
an Trippier.

It not only helped England 
run out easy winners but gave 
squad members valuable game 
time, especially Walker, who 
is such an important part of 
southgate’s plans but missed 
the end of the Premier League 
to undergo groin surgery.

England and southgate 
have achieved their first prior-
ity of qualifying for the last 16 
while topping their group, two 
strong wins against Iran and 
Wales coming either side of 
that dismal usa showing.

England’s forward Marcus Rashford scores his team’s third goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group B 
match against Wales at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on Tuesday night. (aFP)

star forward blew a hole in wales’ defence and scored england’s 100th  
world Cup goal; The Three Lions will play senegal in the round of 16

England’s Marcus Rashford celebrates with teammates after scoring his team’s first goal during the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 Group B match against Wales at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on Tuesday. (aFP)

Wales’ players applaud the crowd after being defeated 3-0 in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group B match 
against England at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on Tuesday. (aFP)

SCORELINE
Wales England

0 3
Marcus Rashford 50’, 68’, Phil Foden 51’

 England’s forward Phil 
Foden (R) celebrates with 
England’s midfielder Jude 
Bellingham (C) and Eng-
land’s midfielder Declan 
Rice (L) after scoring his 
team’s second goal. (aFP)

It’s a great feeling. Moments 
like this, this is what I play 
football for. I’m happy we 
are going through to the next 
round of the tournament 
because I have massive 
ambitions for this team and I 
think we can play even 
better than we  
did today.
Marcus Rashford



STATS Perform/dpa

BArcelonA will ask Sergio Busquets to 
provide clarity on his future plans when he 
returns from the World cup, Jordi cruyff 
has revealed.

Midfield stalwart Busquets is due to 
reach the end of his Barcelona contract 
at the end of this season, and he has 
been linked with a move to Inter Miami.

After 15 seasons at camp nou, 
Busquets could elect to finish his career 
in Major league Soccer with the team 
part-owned by David Beckham. His 
long-standing team-mate Gerard Pique 
recently retired in mid-season, surpris-

ing Barcelona, and the club want 
to be sure they are aware 

of Busquets’ next inten-
tions.

Barca technical director cruyff said in an 
interview with TV3: “When the World cup is over, 
we will talk to him. He’s earned every right to 
decide his future, but the club also needs to plan 
its squad.” 

The 34-year-old Busquets remains a key 
figure for Barcelona and Spain, and for his club, 
only four team-mates have played more minutes 
than him so far this season (1,201).

He has played close to 700 first-team games 
for Barcelona since making his debut in 2008.

cruyff also spoke about Barcelona’s transfer 
plans for the January window and said it was 
“clear that there are some positions that we can 
reinforce.” 

Spending limits may remain a factor; however, 
if Barcelona get the go-ahead to make a move, 
cruyff said they would not hang about. “If there is 
an option to sign, we know what we have to do,” 
he said.
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Frappart first female referee at World Cup 2022 
for Germany-Costa Rica match

dpa
Al rAyyAn (QATAr) 

Stephanie Frappart of France will be-
come the first woman to officiate a game 
at a men’s World Cup as she has been ap-
pointed referee of thursday’s Group e 
encounter between Germany and Costa 
Rica.

the ruling body FiFa announced 
the milestone on tuesday as it also said 

that the assistant referees for the cru-
cial game would be women: neuza 

Back of Brazil and Karen Diaz 
Medina of Mexico.

Said Martinez of 
honduras is the fourth 

official. Frappart has a lot of experience with 
men’s games and was already nominated for 
the euro 2020 tournament but didn’t get a 
match there.

She has been in charge of games in the 
French Ligue 1 since 2019, officiated the 
european Super Cup in 2019 and was also 
the first woman in charge of a Champions 
League match in 2020.

two further female referees are at the 
Qatar tournament, Salima Mukansanga of 
Rwanda and Japan’s Yoshimi Yamashita. 
they are yet to take to the pitch.

“they are not here because they are wom-
en but as FiFa referees. they are ready for 
every game,” FiFa referee chief pierluigi Col-
lina said at the start of the tournament.

Netherlands’ forward Memphis 
Depay eyes the ball during the 
match against Qatar at the Al Bayt 
Stadium on Tuesday. (AFP)

barcelona planning busquets talks 
after spain’s world Cup campaign

neymar ruled out of final group 
game as brazil injury list grows

STaTS perform/dpa

neYMaR has been ruled out of 
Brazil’s final World Cup group 
match against Cameroon, while 
alex Sandro has joined the su-
perstar forward and Danilo on 
the injury list.

paris Saint-Germain star 
neymar hobbled off in the 80th 
minute of Brazil’s 2-0 win over 
Serbia last week with a lateral 
ligament injury to his right an-
kle.

the 30-year-old sat out 
Monday’s victory over Switzer-
land, in which Casemiro scored 
a late winner, but no official 
timeframe was given for his re-
covery.

however, team doctor 
Rodrigo Lasmar confirmed on 
tuesday that neymar will play 
no part against Cameroon, 

with Brazil requiring a point to 
guarantee top spot in Group G.

team-mate Danilo, who 
has a similar ankle problem to 
neymar, will also not recover 
in time for Friday’s match at 
Lusail Stadium, while alex 
Sandro is suffering from a hip 
injury.

“after yesterday’s game, 
alex Sandro felt pain in his left 
hip and was unable to continue 
in the game,” Lasmar said.  

“this morning he was re-
assessed. We took him for an 
MRi test, which showed a mus-
cle injury in the left hip muscle. 
the player will not be able to 
participate in the next match.

“But he is still undergoing 
treatment so that we can re-
cover him as soon as possible.  
“Danilo and neymar are still 
recovering from ankle injuries.

(From 2ndL) Brazil’s defender #06 Alex Sandro, Brazil’s defender #13 
Dani Alves, Brazil’s midfielder #22 Everton Ribeiro, Brazil’s defender 
#16 Alex Telles and Brazil’s forward #26 Gabriel Martinelli take part in 
a training session at Grand Hamad Stadium in Doha on Tuesday. (AFP)

Van 
Gaal

Depay
 ‘the big  
differenCe’ for  
netherlands:

returning
STaTS perform/dpa

Al KHor (QATAr)

LouiS van Gaal was heartened by 
Memphis Depay’s display on his first 
start at the World Cup as he had a 
hand in both goals in a 2-0 nether-
lands win over Qatar on tuesday.

Depay is the oranje’s star man 
but had been restricted to the role of 
substitute in their first two matches 
following a hamstring injury.

But the Barcelona forward was 
called in from the start as the nether-
lands needed three points to be sure 
of top spot in Group a.

although Depay did not score, he 
was involved in the build-up to Cody 
Gakpo’s opener and then had the shot 
that led to Frenkie de Jong convert-
ing a rebound for the second.

Coach Van Gaal was “so pleased” 
to have taken a risk by including De-
pay, Marten de Roon and Matthijs de 
Ligt, who had all been dealing with 
fitness concerns.

“the difference is Memphis is 
playing,” he said. “he was involved in 
those two goals. that is the big differ-
ence.

“We have to bring Memphis into 
the game gradually, because he hasn’t 
played in about two months.” Mean-
while, Van Gaal described Gakpo, 
who has three goals in three games, 
as having “everything it takes to be-
come a star”.

Van Gaal was certainly more im-
pressed by his two forwards than 
he was by a question suggesting the 
netherlands had underwhelmed.

“i think you have a different per-
spective on football than i,” respond-
ed Van Gaal.

“Why don’t you write down that 
it’s terribly boring and you’re going 
home tomorrow because you couldn’t 

care less?” 
When it was put to the 

coach that many fans con-
curred, he replied: “that’s disap-
pointing, but i don’t agree. i think 
everyone would be rather proud that 
we’re progressing to the next round.” 
Davy Klaassen, for his part, had ac-
cepted it was a fair assessment.

“if you play against Qatar, eve-
ryone will expect you’ll win 5-0 or 
more,” Klaassen said. “this tourna-
ment has shown it’s very difficult.

“it’s not like 10 years ago when 
you have the results you used to have. 
no country so far has shown these 
results in the group stage.” Qatar 
coach Felix Sanchez gave no assur-
ances around his future but bristled 
at mention of his side’s performance 
being the worst statistically of any 
host nation in World Cup history.

no other home side have lost as 
many as three matches or conceded 
as many as seven group-stage goals.

“We’re talking about statistics. 
We’re a country with 6,000 football 
licences, so this was a likely situa-
tion,” Sanchez said.

“We never thought at any time to 
set a goal of reaching the last 16 or 
the quarter-finals. the goal was to get 
here, compete and see what we could 
do. now we’ve seen.

“We managed to play two good 
games against the netherlands and 
Senegal, knowing what tough oppo-
nents they are. We know in our first 
game we weren’t at our usual level 
and didn’t compete that well.

“We’re very realistic about what 
we can do, where we’re heading, what 
is expected of us.

“You can use statistics as you 
please, but we have to make our own 
assessment. that’s what really mat-
ters to us.”

French 
Stephanie Frap-

part, who officiated as 
the fourth official during the 

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
Group C match between Mexico 
and Poland at Stadium 974 
in Doha. She will now offici-
ated the Group E encounter 

between Germany and 
Costa Rica on Thurs-

day. (AFP)
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  Group H  p  w  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Portugal 2 2 0 0 5 2 3 6
Ghana 2 1 0 1 5 5 0 3
South Korea 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1
Uruguay 2 0 1 1 0 2 -2 1

  Group G  p  w  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Brazil 2 2 0 0 3 0 3 6
Switzerland 2 1 0 1 1 1 0 3
Cameroon 2 0 1 1 3 4 -1 1
Serbia 2 0 1 1 3 5 -2 1

 Group a  p  w  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Netherlands 3 2 1 0 5 1 4 7
Senegal 3 2 0 1 5 4 1 6
Ecuador 3 1 1 1 4 3 1 4
Qatar 3 0 0 3 1 5 -6 0

 Group b  p  w  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
England 3 2 1 0 9 2 7 7
USA 3 1 2 0 2 1 1 5
Iran 3 1 0 2 4 7 -3 3
Wales 3 1 0 2 1 6 -5 1

 Group C  p  w  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Poland 2 1 1 0 2 0 2 4
Argentina  2 1 0 1 3 2 1 3
Saudi 2 1 0 1 2 3 -1 3
Mexico 2 0 1 1 0 2 -2 1

 Group e  p  w  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Spain 2 1 1 0 8 1 7 4
Japan 2 1 0 1 2 2 0 3
Costa Rica 2 1 0 1 1 7 -6 3
Germany 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1

 Group d  p  w  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
France 2 2 0 0 6 2 4 6
Australia 2 1 0 1 2 4 -2 3
Denmark 2 0 1 1 1 2 -1 1
Tunisia 2 0 1 1 0 1 -1 1

  Group F  p  w  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Croatia 2 1 1 0 4 1 3 4
Morocco 2 1 1 0 2 0 2 4
Belgium 2 1 0 1 1 2 -1 3
Canada 2 0 0 2 1 5 -4 0

Group staGe standinGs

Football 
Fever in 
Myriad 

hues
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fAn Add  
flArE And
colour to  
world cuP

Qatar gracefully exits the tournament after welcoming the 
world to the grandest of stages. The Netherlands win Group 
A with seven points, while Senegal finishes second with six 
points after defeating Ecuador 2-1. Ecuador and Qatar, on 
the other hand, will have to bid farewell after finishing with 
four and zero points, respectively. With their customes and 
regalie, the fans added flare and colour to the tournament.
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Germany must have humility: Muller
DPA

Al ShAmAl (QAtAr)

Germany’s Thomas muller 
says his side must be humble 
ahead of their decisive World 
Cup group match with Costa 
rica and shrugged off specu-
lation he might be dropped in 
favour of the in-form niclas 
Füllkrug.

Germany meet the Cen-
tral americans in al Khor on 
Thursday knowing a win will 
send them through to the last 
16 if spain also beat Japan.

Hansi Flick’s side are the 
big favourites to advance but 
müller says they have to work 
to do after an opening 2-1 loss 
to Japan and 1-1 draw with 
spain.

“When world football looks 
at Germany against Costa 
rica, I think we are the favour-
ites from the outside. I think 
it’s absolutely clear that we 
have to win. But of course we 

have to respect them,” müller, 
33, told a news conference on 
Tuesday.

“We have a lot of humility 
ourselves. If you look at the ta-
ble, we have one point, a minus 
one goal difference. so there is 
not much reason to be really 

euphoric.” Germany, then the 
holders, were dumped out in 
the group stage four years ago 
for the first time. They lost 2-0 
to south Korea in the decider.

“yes of course we actually 
had a similar situation with 
needing a win against south 

Korea. now we just have to do 
it differently,” said müller, who 
is in his fourth World Cup.

“What has put a smile on 
our faces since the day before 
yesterday is to have the chance 
at all to get to the last 16 and 
then to be able to show the 
football world what we are re-
ally made of.” 

The battling 1-1 draw with 
spain came courtesy of an 
equalizer from Füllkrug. mül-
ler had started up front as a 
false nine but was largely inef-
fective, with Werder Bremen 
striker Füllkrug taking his 
chance with aplomb in just his 
second international.

several ex-Germany play-
ers have urged Flick to go with 
Füllkrug, 29, from the start.

“my role has always been 
the same, I try to get forward,” 
müller said, brushing off the 
question about whether his 
teammate threatened his place 
in the team.

Germany’s midfielder Jonas Hofmann and forward Thomas Muller during a 
training session at the Al Shamal Stadium on Tuesday. (AFP)

(STATS Perform/DPA)
DohA 

alvaro morata would 
be content to start each of 
spain’s World Cup games on 
the substitutes’ bench if it 
meant la roja won the tourna-
ment.

atletico madrid striker 
morata has come off the bench 
in both of his country’s games 
in Qatar so far, scoring in the 
win over Costa rica and the 
draw with Germany.

Those four points mean 
luis enrique’s side need only a 
point against Japan on Thurs-
day to qualify for the knockout 
stage.

should he not be selected in 
the starting XI for that match, 
morata insists he will have 
no complaints and will gladly 
cheer his team-mates on.

“at club level you’ve got 
more time to train, more space, 
and obviously, you want to 
play,” he told onda Cero. “But 
here, I can assure you that it 
doesn’t bother to me at all [to 
be a substitute].

“In fact, if I had to choose 

coming on from the bench in all 
the games, or even not playing, 
but the team wins the World 
Cup, I would sign up for it. I 
would cheer the team on from 
the bench.

“In the end, we have a goal, 
a dream, and all of us feel im-
portant.

everyone is important in 
different ways. all of us are im-

portant and everyone has his 
function.

“many players who don’t 
play can be the ones who give 
more to the group. Historically, 
it has been like that in the na-
tional team.

“I always give an example 
to the people that want to play 
but don’t play as much as they 
want. They have to look at Pepe 

reina and Iker Casillas.
“They were here [previous 

World Cups] without playing, 
but they always gave their best, 
so they are examples to follow, 
and they got the credit that 
they deserved, whether they 
played or not.” 

morata is spain’s joint-fifth 
highest scorer of all time with 
29 goals, yet he has often been 
criticized by supporters.

The 30-year-old admits he 
has spent too much time listen-
ing to other people’s opinions 
of him, but says his own criti-
cism has been the most damag-
ing.

“I enjoy doing my job,” he 
added. “People can call me 
crazy, but I have spent maybe 
eight or nine years of a career 
that can last 15, thinking about 
what...people say.

“a person has to be happy 
as he is, assume the good and 
bad things, and don’t let any-
one take away your happiness.

“If there is one thing I re-
gret in my professional career 
and in my life, it is having been 
my own worst enemy many 
times.”

Morata content with bench role  
if it means Spain go all the way

(STATS Perform/DPA)
DohA 

andre onana said there was 
“no will on the other side” to 
resolve differences after the In-
ter goalkeeper was suspended 
by Cameroon team manage-
ment at the World Cup.

The 26-year-old looks to 
have had his last involvement 
at Qatar 2022, with reports in-
dicating he planned to catch a 
flight out of the country.

onana issued a statement in 
the wake of his shock demotion, 
which Cameroon team officials 
on monday put down to undis-
closed “disciplinary reasons”. 
For his part, onana denies be-
having against the team’s inter-
ests.

Coach rigobert song left 
the goalkeeper out against ser-
bia, preferring devis epassy for 
monday’s thrilling 3-3 World 
Cup draw.

reports suggested onana’s 
omission came after a disagree-
ment with song over his play-
ing style in the 1-0 loss against 
switzerland, when he had the 
most touches outside the box by 
a goalkeeper ever recorded in a 
World Cup match (26).

onana has denied that was 
the trigger, telling the relevo 
website: “The game with the 
feet? no, there is nothing.” He 
issued a statement on Twitter, 
saying his suspension was tough 
to understand.

It read: “yesterday I was not 
allowed to be on the ground to 
help Cameroon, as I always do, 
to achieve the team’s goals. l al-
ways behaved in a way to lead 
the team to success in a good 
manner.

“I have put all my efforts and 
energy into finding solutions to 

a situation that a footballer of-
ten experiences, but there has 
been no will on the other side. 
some moments are difficult to 
assimilate.

“However, I always respect 
and support the decisions of the 
people in charge of pursuing the 
success of our team and coun-
try. I extend all my strength 
to my team-mates because we 
demonstrated that we are capa-
ble of going very far in this com-
petition.

“The values that I promote 
as a person and as a player are 
the ones that identify me, and 
that my family has given me 
since my childhood.

representing Cameroon has 
always been a privilege. The na-
tion first and forever.” 

onana also told relevo: “I’m 
fine. If it’s fair or not it doesn’t 
matter any more. The most im-
portant thing is that the country 
always wins and I wish them a 
lot of luck.” 

Cameroon face Brazil in 
their last Group G game on Fri-
day, sitting two points behind 
second-placed switzerland and 
needing to win to stand any 
hope of reaching the next phase.

Suspended Onana 
shocked by Cameroon 
stance at World Cup

Cameroon’s goalkeeper Andre Onana during a training session. (AFP)

The Round of 64 of the Main Round of the GNP Mexico Major Premier Padel were held at the Club Sonoma courts in Monterrey, Mexico, on Tuesday. Some of the matches earlier on Monday were postponed due to the 
high humidity and the officials chose to not take unnecessary risks for the players. The International Padel Federation’s Premier event in Mexico has Alejandro Galan and Juan Lebron of Spain as the top seeds while 
Francisco Navarro (Spain) and Juan Tello of Argentina are the second seeds. (tNN)

Spain’s forward Alvaro Morata (centre) jumps to head the ball during 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group E match against Germany at the 
Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday (November 27). (AFP)

GNP MExico MAjor PrEMiEr PAdEl bEGiNS

The values that I promote as 
a person and as a player are 
the ones that identify me, 
and that my family has given 
me since my childhood. 
Representing Cameroon has 
always been a privilege. The 
nation first and forever
Andre Onana
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Mexico will be 
eliminated from 

World Cup if they 
lose to Saudi Arabia

agency
Doha

To extend their knockout-
round streak at the World Cup, 
Mexico will need to find goals 
quickly – and possibly several 
of them.

Mexico has reached the 
round of 16 in seven consecu-
tive World Cups, tying Brazil 
for the longest current streak. 
In Qatar, however, El Tri are 
bottom of Group C and face a 
must-win match against Saudi 
Arabia on Wednesday at Lusail 
Stadium.

The last time Mexico failed 
to advance from their group 
in football biggest tournament 
was in 1978.

But winning isn’t enough: 
El Tri needs assistance as well. 
Poland must defeat both Lionel 
Messi and Argentina at the 
same time at Stadium 974.

That is the simplest path 
forward for Mexico. It gets 
more complicated after that. 
If Mexico performs admirably 
and wins, but Argentina, one 
of the tournament’s favourites, 
also triumphs, goal difference 
enters the picture.

The issue is that Mexico 
has yet to score a goal in Qatar.

In fact, El Tri hasn’t scored 
in 384 minutes at the World 
Cup, dating back to their sec-
ond group match in Russia in 
2018.

“We are optimistic about 
our chances.”

“We’re hanging on to our 
chances,” veteran Mexico mid-
fielder Andres Guardado, who 
is playing in his fifth World 
Cup, said. “And, of course, we 
will try until the bitter end.”

Saturday’s 
2-0 loss to Argen- t i n a 
extended the drought. In Mex-
ico’s first game against Poland, 
neither team scored.

Since the tournament in 
Argentina 44 years ago, Mexico 
has not been eliminated from 
the group stage. El Tri failed to 
qualify for the 1982 World Cup 
in Spain and was barred from 
competing in the 1990 event in 
Italy for using overage players 
in an under-20 tournament.

Since then, Mexico have 
advanced to the round of 
16 in their last sev-
en appearanc-
es — but no 
further. El 
Tri came to 
Qatar look-

ing to play in an elusive “quinto 
partido” — a fifth game — for 
the first time since Mexico 
hosted the tournament in 1986.

“In the next game we have 
no more chances,” Mexico for-
ward Henry Martin said. “We 
have to score the goals that we 
can, and not worry what hap-
pens in the other game.”

The lack of goals increased 
criticism of Mexico coach 
Gerardo “Tata” Martino. He’d 
already been questioned about 
some of his decisions, including 
leaving all-time leading scorer 
Javier “Chicharito” Hernandez 
off the team.

Hernandez, who now 
plays for the LA Galaxy in Ma-
jor League Soccer, scored the 
game-winning goal in Russia in 
a 2-1 group-stage victory over 
South Korea. The other goal 
was scored by LAFC forward 
Carlos Vela, who has fallen 
out of favour with the national 
team.

If Mexico fail to advance 
after facing Saudi Arabia, a 
team that pulled off one of the 
tournament’s biggest upsets by 
defeating Argentina 2-1 in their 
opener, Martino may be look-
ing for a new job.

“Not getting through would 
leave a lot of frustration,” Mar-
tino said on Tuesday. 

“We need the goals to win, 
that is what it takes to keep us 
here.”

Saudi Arabia couldn’t pull 
off another upset Saturday 
when they fell to Poland 2-0. 
The Saudis reached the round 
of 16 back in 1994, the team’s 
World Cup debut, but haven’t 
made it past the group stage 
since.

“We will play to the last 
second of this tournament 
and we will not give up,” Saudi 
Arabia coach Herve Renard 
said. Nawaf Al Abed sustained 
an ankle injury against Poland 
and it was unclear if he would 
be available against Mexico.

Mexico’s midfielder Andres Guardado (centre) takes part in a  
training session at the Al Khor SC in Al Khor on Wednesday.  (aFP)

Group C: Saudi Arabia vs Mexico (10pm) at Lusail Stadium

 Pa Media/dPa
lonDon

SAudI Arabia coach Herve 
Renard have challenged his 
players to make history by 
advancing to the World Cup 
knockout stage with a win 
over Mexico on Wednesday.

The Saudis know that a 
win in their final Group C 
match will be enough to ad-
vance to the knockout stages 
for the first time since 1994, 
when Saeed Al-stunning 
owairan’s strike defeated 
Belgium.

Moreover, despite pulling 
off one of the greatest World 
Cup upsets against Argentina 
in their first match, Renard 
has warned that result will 
be meaningless if they do not 
advance to the last 16.

“If these players want the 
fans to remember them they 
have to make history, other-
wise people will forget in 20 
or 30 years, because the last 
time we reached the second 
round was in 1994,” said Re-
nard.

“The most important 
thing is that we are still alive 
for this game and we have the 
chance to qualify, but we will 
have to fight very hard. Mex-
ico have a lot of experience in 
the World Cup and a better 
record than Saudi Arabia.”

Renard will have to shuf-
fle his starting lineup for 
a game that could see the 
Saudis advance with a draw, 
depending on the outcome 
of Argentina’s game against 
Poland in Group C.

Salman Al-Faraj, the tal-
ismanic captain, has already 
returned home after being 
ruled out of the rest of the 
tournament with a leg injury, 
while fellow midfielder Abd-
ulelah Al-Malki is suspended 
after receiving his second 
yellow card in the defeat to 
Poland.

Mexico must win and 
hope that Poland beats Ar-
gentina, or beat the Saudis by 
at least three goals to ensure 

an unlikely progression after 
two poor performances.

But they are boosted by 
the return of captain Andres 
Guardado, who was expected 
to miss the match after limp-
ing out of Argentina’s defeat 
with a leg injury.

Guardado, on the other 
hand, has declared himself 
injury-free and ready to face 
the Saudis, insisting that his 
teammates must believe they 
can still reach the knockout 
stages.

“We believe in our chanc-
es and we hold on to them,” 
said Guardado. 

“When you get a blow like 
the other day you need to di-
gest it and turn the page very 
quickly.

“We have a big chance to 
forget the defeat to Argentina 
with a big game against Saudi 
Arabia. We can still qualify, 
we believe in our chances 
and nobody can tell us it is 
impossible.”

Saudi Arabia coach Herve 
Renard shouts instructions 
to his players during the 
match at the Education City. 
Stadium in Al Rayyan on 
Saturday. (aFP)

rEnArd ChALLEnGES  
hiS SAudi ArAbiA tEAM  

to CrEAtE

Saudi Arabia’s midfielder Mohamed Kanno attends a 
press conference at the Qatar National Convention Center 
(QNCC) in Doha on Tuesday. (AFP)

Key 
Stats
 Mexico have failed to 
score in their last four 
World Cup matches. 
 Saudi arabia are 
looking to match 
or surpass the 
achievements of their 
World Cup debut in 1994, 
when the Gulf state 
advanced to the last 16. 
 The last time Mexico 
failed to progress from 
the group stage was in 
1982. 
 Mexico must win 
to have any chance 
of staying in the 
competition, and they will 
be sure to go through if 
Poland beat argentina in 
the other Group C match. 
 Saudi arabia will reach 
the last 16 if they win. 
 a draw will take the 
Saudis to the knockout 
round if Poland defeat 
argentina, but if both 
matches are tied, they 
will go out as the Copa 
america champions have 
a better goal difference. 

Previous meetings: 
 Saudi arabia and 
Mexico have faced each 
other five times since 
their first meeting in 
January 1995. Mexico 
won four of those games, 
including the last one in 
1999, while one game 
ended in a draw.

history

 We are optimistic 
about our chances. We’re 
hanging on to our chances. 
And, of course, we will try 
until the bitter end.

Veteran Mexico midfielder 
Andres Guardado

A win can take the Saudis to the knockout stages for the first time since 1994 

 If these  
players want the fans 
to remember them 
they have to make 
history, otherwise 
people will forget in 20 
or 30 years, because 
the last time we 
reached the second 
round was in 1994.

Herve Renard      
Saudi Arabia coach

Mexico’s 
Argentinian coach 
Gerardo Martino at-

tends a press  
conference at 

QNCC on Tuesday. 
(aFP)
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Group C: Poland vs Argentina (10 pm) at Stadium 974

Both Argentina and Poland coaches insist their round-three 
match isn’t a clash between the two star strikers

Poland’s 
players 
take 
part in a 
training 
session 
at the Al 
Kharaiti-
yat SC in 
Doha on 
Tuesday. 
(AFP)

Poland have kept a clean sheet in their last three World Cup matches, including both in 2022.
Poland won four of their first seven World Cup games against South American sides (L3) but lost each of their 

last three in the competition without scoring a single goal.
Argentina lost their last two World Cup games against European nations - Croatia (3-0) and France (4-3) in 

2018.
Poland will advance with at least a draw, while Argentina may also advance with a draw depending on the 

result of the other group game.

Previous meetings:
 This is the third time Poland and Argentina will meet at the World Cup. Poland won 3-2 in 1974 and 

Argentina won 2-0 four years later. Argentina have won six of their 11 meetings overall, with Poland winning 
three. The teams last played an international friendly in June 2011, which Poland won 2-1.

Argentina’s forward 
Lionel Messi with 
his teammates 
during a training 
session at Qatar 
University in Doha 
on Tuesday. (AFP)

‘Not Messi vs  
LewaNdowski’

Key Stats

A
rgentina coach Lionel 
Scaloni did not want to be 
drawn into a comparison be-
tween his star Lionel Messi and 
Poland’s robert Lewandowski 

on the eve of their crucial World Cup date 
on Wednesday.

When asked if he 
felt Lewandows-

ki was a player 
now at the 
same level 
as Messi, 
he said: 
“He’s a 
top play-
er. it’s a 
privilege 
and a 
pleasure 
to see 

h i m 
from 

u p 

close, as a football fan. He is a great player.
“the question is a bit tricky - is he at 

the same level of Messi? You just have to 
enjoy watching such a good player. Why 
compare one player with the other one? 
it’s not helpful.”

Scaloni labelled striker Lewandowski 
“a fantastic player” and said “you must 
simply enjoy him.

“it makes no sense to compare the 
two,” he insisted.

Messi and Lewandowski could be the 
key for each side when it comes to reach-
ing the last 16.

Poland are top of group C with four 
points, one ahead of argentina and Saudi 
arabia, with Mexico on one but also in 
contention.

Poland only need a draw to advance. 
argentina will progress if they win and will 
be out if they lose. all other scenarios will 
depend on the outcome of Mexico v Saudi 
arabia played at the same time.

Scaloni says he was “really reassured” 
by what he saw from his players in Satur-

day’s win over Mexico.
Scaloni’s men bounced 

back from the shock 2-1 
loss to Saudi arabia in 
their World Cup group 
C opener by defeat-
ing Mexico 2-0, with 
Lionel Messi putting 
them ahead with a 
64th-minute strike 
before enzo Fer-
nandez added a 
second goal late on.

they will now 
look to secure last-
16 qualification on 
Wednesday when 

they face Poland, the group leaders with 
four points - third-placed Saudi arabia 
also have three, while Mexico have one.

Scaloni, whose reigning Copa america 
champions had gone into the tournament 
in Qatar on a 36-match unbeaten run, 
told a press conference: “Obviously 
after a victory against Mexico, 
we are feeling better emo-
tionally. We are on the 
right path now.

‘It’s not tennis’
Scaloni’s Poland 

counterpart Czeslaw 
Michniewicz was 
also asked about Messi and Lewandowski, 
who he said were both “fabulous” players.

Michniewicz refused to give an opinion 
on who was better, and stressed it was “not 
only a match between Lewandowski and 
Messi - it’s not tennis, it’s not one-on-one”.

He also spoke about the job of trying 
to stop Messi, as he compared the seven-
time Ballon d’Or winner to italian Olympic 
champion skier alberto tomba.

“it’s a great question, how to stop Li-
onel Messi - i think all the world has been 
thinking about it for years, and i don’t 
think we’re ever going to find out the final 
answer,” Michniewicz said.

“today at the briefing we said that Mes-
si behaves on the pitch 
like alberto tomba on 
the slope. He is able 
to avoid everyone like 
tomba, get around 
everyone. So i need 
to put our players 
to make it difficult 
for Messi, because if 
he is able to ride 

through easily, he will score easily. We 
need to do it with teamwork.” if they ce-
ment qualification, it will be the first time 
Poland have made the World Cup last 16 
since 1986.

and Michniewicz - whose side drew 
0-0 with Mexico in their first group game 
- said: “We should all be excited to play 
argentina, that we play for something, it’s 
high stakes. We will do everything to win 
because we can do it.”

argentina midfielder Lisandro Martin-
ez spoke of a big challenge and said they 
must be on their guard against Lewan-
dowski, who scored his first career World 
Cup goal in a 2-0 win against Saudi arabia, 
and his team.

“We must be very well organized. We 
know how good Lewandowski moves.

We cannot allow them to counter at-
tack,” Martinez warned.

We must be very well 
organised. We know how 

good Lewandowski moves. We cannot 
allow them to counter attack.

— Argentina midfielder 
Lisandro Martinez
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for Mbappe’ 
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STATS Perform/dPA
Doha

France boss Didier Deschamps 
dismissed suggestions striker Ky-
lian Mbappe has an ego, and de-
nied the Paris Saint-Germain star 
would influence his team selection 
for Wednesday’s game against Tu-
nisia.

Les Bleus have already secured 
their place in the knockout stage 
following wins over australia and 
Denmark, meaning Deschamps is 
set to make several changes to his 
side for the Group D match at edu-
cation city Stadium.

Deschamps was not willing to 
go into detail on his starting XI but 
swatted aside a question implying 
Mbappe’s ego would mean he’d de-
mand to start.

“His fitness is fine so we 
don’t need to manage 
that, so you are saying 
we have to manage 
his ego?” he said.

“What do 
you know about 
that? I know but 
you don’t. Kylian 
doesn’t have a big 
ego, that’s not true.

“He’s a key player 
but he’s a team player. 
Of course, he’s a star but 
he’s not 18 years old anymore, he’s 
more experienced.

“He wants to play tomorrow 
but not all of them can start the 
match, that’s normal.

“You can imagine lots of things 
but I have a lot of factors to take 
into account. and my informa-
tion is first hand, straight from the 
horse’s mouth.” Tunisia must beat 
France and hope Denmark avoid 
defeat by australia to be in con-

tention to qualify, and Deschamps 
knows he has to balance his squad’s 
needs with the integrity of the com-
petition.

He added: “We are going 
through so we don’t need to go all 
out for the victory, and it looks like 
we are going to win the group.

“But this is a World cup game 
against an opponent that needs a 
result to go through, and australia 
and Denmark are also playing for 
their qualification. We will try to 
get the best result possible.

“I am going to have to manage 
the squad, I have a lot of things to 
take into account. I have some more 
time to make my decision - you will 
find out tomorrow - but yes, there 
will be changes, I just can’t tell you 
how many.” There were reports on 

Monday that Deschamps’ injury-
hit squad may be boosted by 

the return of striker Ka-
rim Benzema, who sus-
tained a recurrence of 
a thigh problem on 
the eve of the tour-
nament, but has re-
mained on France’s 
squad list.

Benzema has left 
Qatar to receive treat-

ment but Les Bleus’ boss 
was baffled by talk of an im-

minent comeback for the Ballon 
d’Or winner.

“I am not sure, that’s not some-
thing I am thinking about,” he said.

“Who is saying that? “I talked 
to Karim after he left the squad but 
you know the situation, you know 
how long it will take him to recover. 
It is up to you if you want to specu-
late and imagine scenarios, that’s 
not what I am focusing on at the 
moment.”

Group D: France vs Tunisia (6 pm) at Education City Stadium

French coach didier 
dismisses idea that 
mbappe ‘ego’ would 
influence team picks

Les Bleus’ 
boss baffled by 

talk of a comeback 
by benzema, who 
has  left Qatar for 

treatment

France to rotate team in 
final group game with 
last-16 berth assured

dPA
Doha 

France coach Didier Deschamps is set to rotate his 
squad in the last group match against Tunisia on Wednes-
day after already securing qualification for the last 16.

The defending champions were the first team in Qatar 
to seal a spot in the first knock-out round after Saturday’s 
2-1 win over Denmark.

“There is still a third game. We have to respect the 
competition, the opponent we meet and also our other op-
ponents for whom qualification is at stake,” Deschamps 
told reporters. “But I will not take any risks with a view to 
the last 16. But don’t ask me who or how many players will 
get a break.” France have been ravaged by injuries, both 
before and during the tournament.

AgencieS

nOTHInG is impossible, Tunisia coach 
Jalel Kadri said on Tuesday as he looked 
ahead to a Group D showdown with 
France that could determine if his team 
reaches the World cup knockout stage 
for the first time in six attempts.

But at a World cup that has been lit-
tered with upsets, is it Mission Impossi-
ble that Tunisia could upset the reigning 
champions? certainly not.

Mission Improbable. Yes.
Parked at the bottom of the group and 

yet to score a goal the one certain thing 
is that the carthage eagles face a monu-
mental challenge at education city Sta-
dium on Wednesday when they take on 
in-form Les Bleus.

“The message I convey to our players 
is nothing is impossible, we are still alive, 
we are still motivated and we will ready 
for this last battle,” Kadri told reporters. 
“We still have high hopes.

“I believe in the players and hopefully 
we will be lucky and move onto the next 
phase.”

Tunisia might hope that France hav-
ing secured their place in the last 16 
might ease up but coach Didier Des-
champs promised his men will not take 

the Tunisia threat lightly.
“The team who will play tomorrow 

will do everything to get the best possi-
ble result, even if I have this possibility to 
shuffle things around,” Deschamps told a 
news conference on Tuesday.

Tunisia grabbed what had seemed 
an unlikely point in their opener battling 
Denmark to a scoreless draw which was 
followed by a shutout 1-0 loss to aus-
tralia.

Finding the back of the net has not 
been a problem for France, who took 
down the Socceroos 4-1 and locked up a 
place in the knockout round with a 2-1 
win over Denmark.

a win might also convince Kadri to 
stay on as coach having hinted that he 
would resign if his men fail to advance. 
“Let’s wait for the result for the match 
and we will see later,” said Kadri. “ We 
are people who bare responsibility and 
hopefully I will able to answer your ques-
tion after the match.”

‘beating France? nothing is impossible’

Tunisia coach Jalel Kadri

France were the first country to qualify for the knock-
out stages after Saturday’s victory over Denmark saw them 
post a second Group D win. They began the defence of their 
2018 crown with a 4-1 victory over australia.
after a draw with Denmark in their opener, Tunisia lost 

to australia in their second match and must beat the world 
champions to stand any chance of advancing.
Twice champions France are competing at a 16th 

World Cup, having been in the field for the first tournament in 
Uruguay in 1930. They are now nine games unbeaten at the 
finals since their 2014 quarter-final defeat to Germany in Rio 
de Janeiro.
Tunisia were the first african country to win a game at 

the World Cup finals when they beat Mexico 3-1 in argentina 
in 1978.
Ten of Tunisia’s 26-man squad were born in France and 

they have three players based at French clubs.

Previous meetings:
 This is a first competitive clash between the two coun-

tries after two home victories in friendlies for France and two 
1-1 draws in Tunis, the last in 2010.

Key Stats

France’s forward Kylian Mbappe (R) and midfielder Adrien Rabiot run with their teammates 
during a  training session at Jassim bin Hamad Stadium in Doha on Tuesday. (aFP)

Tunisia’s players take part in a training session at the Al Egla facility in Doha on Tuesday. (aFP)
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CoaCh Graham arnold aims 
to “put smiles on australian 
faces” on Wednesday by emu-
lating the great Socceroos team 
of 2006 and advancing to the 
knockout stages of the World 
Cup.

australia head into their 
final Group D game knowing 
a win against Denmark will be 
enough to see them reach the 
round of 16 for just the second 
time in the nation’s history. a 
draw would also be enough 
unless Tunisia beat defending 
champions France.

arnold was an assistant to 
Guus hiddink 16 years ago and 
he understands the size of the 
prize on offer.

he said: “That’s the whole 
purpose. My whole goal is to 
put smiles on australian faces. 
It’s not about me, it’s about the 
game in australia.

“If you’re not australian 
and you don’t know, football 
is probably the fourth or fifth 
main sport. To leave a legacy 
is huge and in 2006, what that 
generation did... these guys 
[the current squad] grew up 
watching them and they were 
their inspiration.

“Even now at dinner, this 
generation talk about matching 
the achievements of 2006 but 
there is so much more to do.” 

Midfielder Mathew Leckie 
added: “It’s huge for the sport. 
I don’t know how much it will 
impact young kids but when 
they watch it on television and 
see how big the World Cup is, 
they may decide to be a foot-
baller rather than, say, an aFL 
(austrlian Rules) player.

“The World Cup and the 
Socceroos bring the country 
together. We can create some-
thing special but we haven’t 
done anything yet, without a 

result on Wednesday it means 
nothing.” 

Denmark also have plenty 
to play for at al Janoub, a win 
would likely see them progress 
at australia’s expense and ar-
nold is certainly not getting 
ahead of himself.

“They are a strong team, 
ranked 10 in the world, but the 
focus is on ourselves and mak-
ing sure the players recover 
well and are ready to go,” he 
said.

“They have been a top team 
throughout Europe for a long 
time. We can only do so much 
worrying about them, the focus 
has to be on ourselves. They 
can play two systems, 3-4-3 or 
a 4-3-3, so we have to be ready 
for them tactically.” 

although a draw may be 
enough, the Socceroos will play 

to win the game, said arnold, 
who joked throughout his press 
conference with 2006 goal-
keeper-turned journalist Mark 
Schwarzer in the room.

“one thing hiddink did was 
go for the win,” arnold added. 
“That’s what we are going to 
do. I’ve never coached to play 
for a draw. In 2006, we got one 
win and a draw, we want to go 
for it and get two wins.

“It’s not often you get to go 
to a World Cup, and I’ve been 
saying this to the boys, enjoy 
the ride. We’ve gone through 
some difficult periods over 
the last four years, through 
the pandemic, 
playing four 

games out of 20 at home...
“It’s all about the belief, the 

energy in the players. I feel re-
laxed and ready.”
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Although a draw 
may be enough, 
the Socceroos will 
play to win the 
game, says Arnold

arnold hoping to emulate and 
surpass the 2006 socceroos

Australia’s coach Graham 
Arnold attends a press 

conference at the 
Qatar National 
Convention Center 
(QNCC) on Tues-
day. (aFP)

Denmark’s midfielder Christian Eriksen and teammates take part in a training session at the Al Sailiya SC 
training site on Tuesday. (aFP)

Group D: Australia vs Denmark (6pm) at Al Janoub Stadium

If you’re not Australian and 
you don’t know, football is 
probably the fourth or fifth 
main sport. To leave a 
legacy is huge and in 2006, 
what that generation did... 
these guys [the current 
squad] grew up watching 
them and they were their 
inspiration

Australian coach Graham 
Arnold

Key Stats
 Denmark must beat aus-
tralia to have any chance of 
advancing to the last 16 
 australia are currently 
second in the group and 
can go through with a draw 
if Tunisia fail to beat France, 
who are already through 
 australia have only made 
it out of the group stage 
once, in Germany in 2006, 
where they lost 1-0 to Italy 
in the last 16 
 The Danes have made 
the last 16 four times 
(1986, 1998, 2002 and 
2018). They reached the 
quarters in 1998 in France 
 This is the second con-

secutive World Cup in which 
australia have played in the 
same group as Denmark 
and France 
 Denmark scored 30 goals 
in their 10 World Cup quali-
fiers but have managed only 
one in Qatar, scored by de-
fender andreas Christensen 

Previous meetings: 
 australia and Denmark 
have met four times previ-
ously. The most recent meet-
ing was at the 2018 World 
Cup, which ended in a 1-1 
draw. The Danes hold the 
upper hand with two victo-
ries to australia’s one

Denmark’s coach Kasper Hjulmand attends a press conference at the 
Qatar National Convention Center on Tuesday. (aFP)

Australia players at-
tend a training session 
at the Aspire Academy 
on Monday. (AFP)


