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Brazil players rejoice with their supporters after defeating Switzerland 1-0 in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group G match at Stadium 974 in Doha on Monday.

Injured  
Neymar lauds 

Casemiro
STATS Perform/dPA

Neymar has lauded Casemiro 
as “the best midfielder in the 
world” after the latter fired 
Brazil into the knockout rounds 
of the World Cup against Swit-
zerland.

after sustaining an ankle 
injury in the Selecao’s open-
ing Group G match, the Paris 
Saint-Germain attacker was 
forced to watch his team’s sec-
ond match from their hotel.

“Casemiro has been the best 
midfielder in the world for a long 
time,” the forward simply wrote 
on Twitter after the match.

When asked by Stats Per-
form in his post-match press 
conference on whether he 
agreed with Neymar, Tite re-
plied: “as a habit, I always re-
spect opinions, but do not com-
ment on them. But I will allow 
myself to do so today. I agree.” 

explaining why he elected 
to play the 30-year-old in a 
deeper position, he added: 
“Casemiro is a second mid-
fielder, that’s what we saw 
happen. “He works as a central 
player, he’s a surprise element 
from the back.” 

Casemiro 
makes Brazil Cruise

dPA
Doha

BrazIl were not glorious without 
their injured talisman Neymar but 
Casemiro scored a late 1-0 winner 
over Switzerland on monday to send 
the record five-time champions into 
the Qatar World Cup knock-out stag-
es.

manchester United’s Casemiro 
fired into the top right corner in the 
83rd off his former real madrid team-
mates Vinicius Junior and rodrygo.

Vinicius Junior had wasted a big 
chance in the 27th and had a goal dis-
allowed in the 64th at Stadium 974 in 
Doha for the top title contenders who 
follow defending champions France 
into the last 16.

Switzerland, who had drawn with 
Brazil in their previous two World 
Cup games 1950 and 2018, had stood 
firm for most of the game but failed 
to threaten themselves before patient 
Brazil found the late opening.

Brazil top Group G with a maxi-
mum six points while the Swiss re-
main on three. Cameroon and Serbia 
have one each after playing to an en-
tertaining 3-3 draw earlier in the day 
in which the africans wasted a 1-0 
lead and then came back from 3-1 
down.

The group concludes Friday with 
Switzerland v Serbia and Brazil v 
Cameroon, with Neymar unlikely to 
return in time from his right ankle 
injury sustained in the opening 2-0 
against Serbia.

“We knew it wouldn’t be an easy 
group. It was very hard against Ser-
bia. Switzer- land had a lot to 
offer. We were patient. It 
is not always nice games, the 
teams neu- tralized each 
other, little things make 
the differ- ence,” Ca-

semiro said.
looking at his goal, he added: 

“I hit the ball perfectly but the most 
important is to help the team.” Swiss 
goalkeeper yann Sommer told Ger-
man broadcasters arD that “we 
didn’t al-
low a 
lot but 
lacked 
poses-
sion.” 
H e 
a d d -

ed in reference to the Serbia 
game: “There is much at stake. We 
will take a lot of positives, especially 
in defence.” 

Brazil coach Tite replaced the in-
jured Neymar and Danilo with man-
chester United’s Fred and eder mili-
tao while Swiss counterpart murat 
yakin brought young Fabian rieder 
for not fully fit Xherdan Shaqiri.

The first big danger came in the 
27th when raphinha crossed from 
the right but Vinicius Junior could 
not properly connect and his volley 
was turned around the post by Som-
mer - who was then also on his guard 
against a long-range effort from 

raphinha.
Brazil lost 

too many 
balls against 
a firm Swiss 
d e f e n c e 
which was 
also not 
caught in 
the dark 
when the 
floodlights 

briefly went out just before half-time.
The Swiss finally sort of threat-

ened shortly after the break when 
Silvan Widmer raced down the right 
set up by Granit Xhaka but the Bra-
zil defence hacked his sharp ruben 
Vargas-bound cross away.

The introduction of rodrygo 
made Brazil more dangerous and 
richarlison - who had scored both 
goals against Serbia - just failed to 
meet a curling cross from Vinicius 
Junior across the goalmouth.

Brazil thought they had opened 
the scoring in the 64th when Vin-
icius Junior slotted into the far corner 
against a wide open Swiss defence, 
only for the goal to be nullified be-
cause richarlison was offside in the 
build-up.

But another 19 minutes later Vin-
icius Junior passed to rodrygo at the 
edge of the area, the ball was flicked 
on to Casemiro who beat Sommer 
with his classy effort to spare the 
South american giants blushes at a 
tournament which has already seen 
several upsets.

“We see the other surprising re-
sults, that’s what happens in a World 
Cup. But we’re being able to keep 
consistent performances,” veteran 

defender Thiago Silva said.

Brazil are the first team to not face a shot on target in their opening two FIFA  
World Cup Qatar 2022 matches since eventual champions France in 1998

Brazil’s midfielder Casemiro (L) celebrates with Brazil’s forward Vinicius Junior scor-
ing against Switzerland during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group G match at 
Stadium 974 in Doha on Monday. (aFP)
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Brazil Switzerland

1 0
Casemiro 83’



dpa 
LusaiL 

Bruno Fernandes scored a 
brace to lead Portugal to a 2-0 
win over uruguay on Monday 
and into the last 16 of the World 
Cup in Qatar.

In a game that saw very few 
shots on target, Fernandes broke 
the deadlock in the 54th.

He tried to find Cristiano 
ronaldo in the box, but his cross 
went straight into the net. ron-
aldo had attempted a header 
and celebrated the goal as his 
own but football governing body 
FIFA ultimately credited it to 
Fernandes.

Portugal were awarded a 
penalty in stoppage time fol-
lowing a video review after Jose 
Maria Gimenez touched the ball 
with his hand as he fell back-
wards inside the box.

With ronaldo already 
subbed off, Fernandes took the 
spot-kick to complete his brace 
in the third minute of added 
time and sealed the win for 
Portugal. A late strike on 
the post denied him a hat-
trick.

“It was a deserved vic-
tory. The team fulfilled 
very well what I asked 
them to. They had one 
or two not so good mo-
ments,” Portugal coach 
Fernando Santos said.

“The group stage is done, 
we’re through, but we have to 
keep working and improve,” he 
stressed.

About his first goal, Fer-
nandes said: “I celebrated as if 
it was a goal from Cristiano. It 
looked like he had touched the 
ball. All the more, we’re happy 
with the win, no matter who 
scores.” 

uruguay, meanwhile, will 
regret the missed major chanc-
es. In the first half, rodrigo 
Bentacur made a beautiful in-
dividual play to be face-to-face 
with Diogo Costa, but had his 
effort impressively saved by 
the keeper.

Then when Portugal was 
already leading, Maxi Gómez 
powerful long-distance shot 
found the post in the 75th and 
Luis Suarez only hit the side-
netting from a tight angle a few 
minutes later.

“We have to get over it and 
start preparing for the next 
game. We need to win. We can’t 
lose faith and optimism,” uru-
guay coach Diego Alonso said.

“In the next game, we’re gon-
na do everything we can to quali-
fy (for the last 16),” he added.

Portugal top Group H with 
six points and will wrap the 
group stage a g a i n s t 

South Korea on Friday. 
uruguay have an all-or-

nothing game against Ghana, 
who could advance with a draw 
after beating South Korea 3-2 
earlier.

BBC.com adds: Portugal 
have reached the last 16 with ef-
ficiency and will present a formi-
dable obstacle to whoever they 
come up against because they 
have strength in all areas.

It was unspectacular but 
Portugal possess match-win-
ners, Fernandes stepping into 
the role on this occasion with 
both goals and that strike 
against the post that almost 
gave him a treble.

ronaldo was quiet, although 
he was still insisting he had 

scored the opener in some good-
natured post-match celebra-
tions. He may have left Man-
chester united under a cloud but 
his status among Portugal’s fans 
remains undimmed as he re-
ceived huge cheers when his face 
appeared on the big screen be-
fore kick-off and a standing ova-
tion when substituted late on.

Portugal can call on the 
quality of Manchester City trio 
ruben Dias, Joao Cancelo in 

defence and Bernardo Silva in 
midfield while the ageless 

Pepe continues as the de-
fensive rock.

They have not been 
mentioned among the 
heavily touted coun-
tries for this World Cup 
but there is genuine 
class and quality allied 
to a quiet confidence as 

they go through to the 
knockout phase.

Uruguay on the brink 
uruguay possess danger 

men in attack in the shape of 
Liverpool’s Darwin nunez along 
with Edinson Cavani and Luis 
Suarez, who was left on the 
bench after a poor show against 
South Korea.

The problem is they were 
underutilised here as uruguay 
were happy to adopt a largely 
conservative approach until they 
went a goal behind. now they 
are in serious danger of World 
Cup elimination.

Portugal need a point against 
South Korea to top the group 
while uruguay require victory 
against Ghana and to better 
the South Koreans’ result to get 
through. It is a game of brinks-
manship that may yet prove very 
costly in that tense final group 
game.

Portugal’s Pepe became the 
oldest outfield player for a European 

team at the FIFA World Cup at the age of 
39 years and 275 days. Five players aged 35 
and over appeared in the game – Pepe (39), 

Cristiano Ronaldo (37), Diego Godin (36), 
Luis Suarez (35) and Edinson Cavani 

(35) – the most in a World Cup 
match in history.
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Portugal’s Bruno Fernandes scores his team’s second goal from the penalty spot against Uruguay at the 
Lusail Stadium on Monday night. (aFP)

Portugal’s forward Cristiano Ronaldo celebrates with Portugal’s midfielder  Bruno Fernandes after the team’s 
second goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group H match against Uruguay at the Lusail Stadium on 
Monday night. (aFP)

Uruguay’s forward Luiz Suarez (right), defender #19 Sebastian Coates (C) and midfielder #15 Federico  
Valverde (3rd R) at the end of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group H against Portugal at the Lusail  
Stadium on Monday night. (aFP)

Key Moment
Uruguay will rue the moment 
they granted Bruno Fernandes 
the freedom to turn and size 
up a delivery from the left 
after 54 minutes. Really, the 
South Americans should have 
known better.

Ever since Cody Gakpo met 
Frenkie de Jong’s flighted 
left-wing ball to open the 
scoring in Holland’s meeting 
with Senegal seven days ago, 
a pattern has emerged at this 
tournament of players ghost-
ing in to convert crosses lifted 
in from the left flank. Only 
today, Mohammed Kudus met 
a centre from Jordan Ayew 
to put Ghana in front against 
Korea Republic. Abdelhamid 
Sabiri’s free-kick from the 
left, touched home by Romain 
Saiss, provided the launchpad 
for Morocco’s victory over 
Belgium on Sunday.

Uruguay’s defender #13 Guillermo Varela (top) and Uruguay’s defender 
#02 Jose Maria Gimenez (L) react at the end of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Group H football match between Portugal and Uruguay at 
the Lusail Stadium on Monday night. (aFP)

It was a deserved victory. 
The team fulfilled very well 
what I asked them to. They 
had one or two not so good 
moments. I celebrated as if 
it was a goal from Cristiano. 
It looked like he had 
touched the ball. All the 
more, we’re happy with the 
win, no matter who scores.
Portugal coach Fernando Santos

FerNaNdes strikes 
twice to coNFirm 
Portugal last-16 sPot

defeat leaves uruguay  
needing ghana victory 
for chance of progress

Portugal Uruguay

2 0
Bruno Fernandes 54’, 90+3’ (P).

SCORELINE
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MohaMMed Kudus scored 
twice, including a 68th min-
ute winner, to help Ghana 
seize a thrilling 3-2 World 
Cup win over South Korea on 
Monday after they had earlier 
squandered a two-goal lead.

Mohammed Salisu and 
midfielder Kudus had com-
bined to give Ghana a well-de-
served first-half lead with the 
Koreans badly off the pace.

But two quick second-half 
headers from Cho Gue Sung 
looked to have snatched a 
point for South Korea in the 
Group h clash.

Kudus had the last laugh 
though when he guided his 
finish into the net for Ghana’s 
first World Cup match win 
since 2010 after team-mate 
Inaki Williams had complete-
ly missed his kick.

“everyone was on top of 
their game today. I want to 
thank my team mates, it is a 
collective game,” Kudus said. 
“We’re fully confident (v Uru-
guay), we go with the same 
mentality and the same inten-
sity.” More drama followed 
the finish, with South Korea 
coach Paulo Bento sent off for 
protesting that the final whis-
tle had been blown when his 
side were about to have a 
corner.

“We made stu-
pid mistakes, but 
a draw would 
have been de-
served. We had 
many chances 
to score,” he 
said.

Ghana, who 
would have been 
eliminated with a 
defeat, finish the group 
stage against Uruguay on Fri-
day with last-16 qualification 
on the line. South Korea - on 
one point - meet Portugal, 
with their coach set to miss 
the game against his native 
land.

South Korea star Son 
heung Min, coached as a 
young player by Ghana boss 
otto addo at SV hamburg, 
again wore a protective mask 
following a broken eye-sock-
et. But he again struggled and 

his side now risk going out in 
the group stage for the third 
straight World Cup.

Ghana are attempting 
to make the last 16 for the 
first time since reaching the 
quarter-finals in 2010, which 
was also the last tournament 

where they tasted World 
Cup victory.

Both sides 
made three 
changes from 
their opening 
game in Qatar, 
where the Ko-
reans drew 0-0 

with Uruguay 
and Ghana lost 

3-2 to Portugal.
The opening ex-

changes were cagey until 
Salisu netted following Jordan 
ayew’s free-kick into the box.

a lengthy video assistant 
referee check took place as the 
ball struck older brother an-
dre ayew on the hand before 
dropping for Salisu, but the 
officials deemed it to be unin-
tentional.

It meant Ghana have 
scored in their last eight 
World Cup matches.

Crystal Palace forward 
Jordan ayew then became the 

first Ghana player to have two 
assists in the same World Cup 
game when his excellent cross 
was flicked home by ajax am-
sterdam’s Kudus.

South Korea finally had 
their first effort of target in 
one and a half games after the 
break through Cho’s header, 
which was saved.

But he went one better 

with his next header on 58 
minutes as he stopped to 
score and then did the same 
just three minutes later, amid 
more poor Ghana defending 
both on the left flank and in 
the box.

The momentum seemed 
to have shifted South Korea’s 
way but the Black Stars were 
not done as Kudus 
struck his second.
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Korea
fightbacK
falls short

South Korea’s midfielder #06 Hwang In-beom reacts to their defeat on the pitch. (AFP)

 
Ghana are 

attempting to 
make the last 16 for 
the first time since 

reaching the  
quarter-finals in 

2010
 Everyone was on top of 

their game today. I want to 
thank my team mates, it is a 
collective game.

Mohammed Kudus

SCORELINE
S Korea Ghana

2 3
Cho Gue-sung 58’,  61’ Mohammed Salisu 24’

Mohammed Kudus 34’, 68’

Ghana’s midfielder #20 
Mohammed Kudus (C) 
celebrates scoring his 
team’s third goal against 
South Korea at the  
Education City Stadium  
on Monday. (aFP)

Kudos to Kudus as 
Ghana keep their 

World Cup Round of 
16 hopes alive after a 

stunning 3-2 win 
against South Korea

Son in tears over  
‘lack of justice’

PA MeDiA/DPA
LonDon

Son heung Min was left in 
tears following defeat against 
Ghana because of a “lack 
of justice” shown by eng-
lish referee anthony Taylor, 
South Korea assistant coach 
Sergio Costa has claimed.

Tottenham’s Son was vis-
ibly upset at the final whistle 
after South Korea suffered a 
3-2 loss which leaves their 
World Cup hopes hanging by 
a thread.

Cho Gue Sung scored 
twice in three second-half 
minutes to haul South Ko-
rea level before Mohammed 

Kudus fired Ghana to a dra-
matic victory.

South Korea coach 
Paulo Bento was shown a 
red card following a con-
frontation with Taylor at 

the end of the match.

Bento was furious South 
Korea were denied a corner 
when Taylor blew up after 
the allocated 10 minutes of 
stoppage time.

asked why Son was so 
upset at the conclusion of 
Monday’s pulsating Group h 
fixture, Costa replied: “The 
reaction is a reaction of a per-
son and a group which feels a 
lack of fairness at the end of 
the match.

“It is a normal reaction 
of someone that did all they 
could to win, and were not 
able to do so. I believe we 
should be sad, and feel a lack 
of justice at the end of this 
match.

“The result is totally un-
fair. not even a tie was fair. 
We clearly deserved the 
win.” Bento will now miss 
his side’s final group game 
against his home country 
Portugal.
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Al WAkrAh

Cameroon coach rigob-
ert Song says goalkeeper an-
dré onana can remain at the 
World Cup if he respects the 
rules after an unspecified dis-
cipline breach led to him being 
axed from the team.

Song put Devis epassy in 
goal instead of the Inter milan 
man and he performed well in 
a thrilling 3-3 draw with Ser-
bia, which reignited Ghana’s 
campaign in Qatar.

“The goalkeeper position is 
important. But you know, we 
are in the middle of an impor-
tant tournament. and I know 
what I have to do - make sure 
the team is above every indi-
vidual,” Song told a news con-
ference on monday.

“andré understood my de-
cision. It is important that we 

all show team spirit, discipline 
and respect here,” Song said.

“I prefer to protect the 
group than the individual.” 
onana must respect the rules, 
he added. “If he does that, 
maybe he can return to the 
squad.”

Serbia and Cameroon draw 3-3 in 
ePiC game of two quiCk ComebaCkS

Team spirit, discipline, respect:  
Cameroon boss explains Onana axing

dpa 
Al WAkrAh

Cameroon and Serbia produced 
one of the best games of the Qatar 
World Cup but a dramatic 3-3 draw 
on monday did little for their hopes 
of last 16 qualification.

Cameroon took the lead against 
the run of play on 29 minutes when 
Jean-Charles Castelletto tapped in at 
the far post following a flick-on from 
a corner.

But Serbia reacted with two 
quick-fire goals in first-half stoppage 
time from Strahinja Pavlovic and 
Sergej milinkovic-Savic. They kept 
up the pressure early in the second 
half and a well-worked move allowed 
aleksandar mitrovic to get a deserved 
goal.

But Cameroon substitute Vincent 
aboubakar changed the game again 
when he scooped the ball over the 
goalkeeper, assuming he was offside 
only to be ruled onside by the semi-
automated system on 63 minutes.

aboubakar repeated the trick in 
evading offside just three minutes 
later and squared for Bayern munich 
striker eric maxim Choupo-moting 
to tap home.

The draw gives both sides one 
point, with Brazil and Switzerland on 
three ahead of their meeting on mon-
day. Serbia take on the Swiss in their 
final group game on Friday when 
Cameroon play the Brazilians.

“I am satisfied because my play-
ers showed real fighting spirit. We 
were two goals down and came back. 
That is the spirit that was missing 
in the first game,” Cameroon coach 
rigobert Song said, referencing the 
opening 1-0 defeat by Switzerland.

“The team showed the right re-
action. There are still things to im-
prove, but for today we are satisfied.” 
Song made a big call before kick-off 
by choosing goalkeeper Devis epassy 
ahead of andre onana, with media 
reports saying the Inter milan stop-
per had been dropped for disciplinary 
reasons.

Serbia brought in fit-again winger 
Filip Kostic, after he missed the open-
ing 2-0 defeat by Brazil.

The europeans dominated the 
opening spell and striker mitrovic 
had three chances, including one ef-
fort which came back off the post.

But out of the blue Cameroon took 
the lead, with defender Castelletto 
popping up completely unmarked for 
his first international goal.

Pierre Kunde then missed a good 
chance for the Indomitable Lions be-
fore Serbia levelled just before half-
time.

Dusan Tadic sent in a free-kick 
from a central position and the bur-
ly Pavlovic rose highest to power a 
header into the corner, as another de-
fender netted from a set-piece.

There was even time for milinko-
vic-Savic to find the net with a meas-

ured shot from the edge of the area, 
which epassy could only get a hand 
to. The Lazio midfielder has been 
linked with top european clubs for 

years but a move has never material-
ized.

Cameroon’s defence for both 
goals could be questioned as Serbia’s 
rapid turnaround gave a better re-
flection of the game until then.

But an inspired substitution from 
Song set up another comeback.

Forward aboubakar entered the 
fray on 55 minutes and soon made a 
difference with his size and skill.

“We had some problems, but we 
always played to win and played a 
very good game in the end. We are 
super motivated before the game 
against Brazil. We will look for our 

chance,” said aboubakar.
His casual lobbed finish for his 

goal may well only have come about 
because he thought he was offside.

Serbia were then left shell-
shocked as he carefully played in 

Choupo-moting, who famously 
skipped the 2017 african nations 
Cup won by his team but is now very 
much part of the group again. mitro-
vic had the best chances for a winner 
but lacked composure.

Serbia’s defender Strahinja Pavlovic (right) heads the ball and scores his team’s first goal during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group G football match against Cameroon at 
the Al Janoub Stadium on Monday. (AFP)

We should have been smarter: Serbia coach Stojkovic
dpa 

Al WAkrAh

SerBIa coach Dragan Stojko-
vic felt his team should have 
“been smarter” in trying to 
see out their World Cup game 
against Cameroon.

Stojkovic’s side were in the 
driving seat after coming back 
from 1-0 down to lead 3-1 with 
26 minutes to play, only for the 
introduction of Vincent abou-
bakar to transform the game.

The al nassr striker reduced 
the deficit after 64 minutes, 
running on to Jean-Charles 
Castelletto’s through ball before 
producing an impudent scoop 
over Serbia goalkeeper Vanja 
milinkovic-Savic - the goal giv-
en after a Var check.

He then turned provider 
two minutes later, escaping 
down the right before crossing 
for eric Choupo-moting to fire 
in and salvage a 3-3 Group G 

draw at al Janoub Stadium.
Stojkovic rued what he felt 

were two defensive lapses that 
allowed Cameroon to claim a 
point.

He said: “We controlled 
the match and played the way 
we can but these two mistakes 
were decisive. This should not 

happen but due to the fatigue 
and a lack of concentration it’s a 
draw. We should have finished 
the match in a smarter way.” 
Both sides have a point from 
their two games and will keep a 
close eye on monday’s other 
Group G clash between Brazil 
and Switzerland to understand 

what they need to do on match-
day three.

“We have a chance,” added 
Stojkovic, whose side meet 
Tite’s men on Friday. “We seem 
to like the difficult road in order 
to achieve a goal.

“We have to be more con-
centrated, especially in defence. 
Such mistakes should not hap-
pen or repeated any more.” 
Cameroon boss rigobert 
Song, who left goalkeeper an-
dre onana out for disciplinary 
reasons, was delighted by his 
side’s determination to hit back 
from what seemed a lost cause.

“That’s part of our Dna,” he 
said. “It was missing in the first 
match [against Switzerland] 
but we tried to show it today.

“What was important for 
this match was to show that 
fighting spirit, that great de-
termination and that’s what we 
saw in a very committed perfor-
mance.” 
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Serbia’s coach Dragan Stojkovic reacts during the Qatar 2022 World 
Cup Group G football match against Cameroon. (AFP)

 Serbia take on the Swiss in their final group game on Friday when Cameroon play the Brazilians

Serbia Cameroon

3 3
Cameroon: Jean-Charles Castelletto 29’, Vincent Aboubakar 63’, Eric Maxime Choupo-Moting 66’  
Serbia: Strahinja Pavlovic 45+1’, Sergej Milinkovic-Savic 45+3’, Aleksandar Mitrovic 53’

SCORELINE

Cameroon’s forward Vincent Aboubakar scores his team’s second goal during the 
Qatar 2022 World Cup Group G football match between Cameroon and Serbia at 
the Al Janoub Stadium on Monday. (AFP)

I am satisfied because my players 
showed real fighting spirit. We were 
two goals down and came back. 
That is the spirit that was missing in 
the first game
 Cameroon coach Rigobert Song

Cameroon’s head coach Rigobert 
Song (right) oversees a training 
session of his players including 
Cameroon’s goalkeeper Andre 
Onana at the Al Sailiya on 
Sunday. (AFP)



STATS Perform/dPA
Doha

Luis Enrique looked at the big 
picture after spain were held to 
a draw with Germany, content 
with the fact La Roja head into 
their final World Cup Group E 
match as leaders.

Alvaro Morata’s second-
half goal had seemingly put 
spain on course for a second 
win in as many group games, 
and victory would have secured 
their place in the last 16.

But Niclas Fullkrug equal-
ised late on to earn Germany 
a point that will provide Die 
Nationalelf with a timely con-
fidence boost, even if their 
destiny is essentially in spain’s 
hands.

While spain enjoyed more 
of the ball on sunday, Ger-
many’s chances amounted to a 
greater expected goals (xG) to-
tal of 1.1 compared to 0.57, sug-
gesting Hansi Flick’s side cre-
ated the better opportunities.

Nevertheless, the reality is 
spain remain in control of the 
group with four points, and al-
though they might have been in 

even better shape after facing 
Germany, Luis Enrique has no 
qualms with their position.

“in theory this was the group 
of death,” he told La 1. 

“if after the draw we’d 
been told that after the first 
two matches we’d be the lead-
ers of the group and we depend 
only on ourselves, i would have 
signed for that.” 

Adding in his post-match 
press conference, he said: “A 
draw against Japan is enough, 
but we’re not going to specu-
late.

“Yes, it’s a pity, the result, 
but we have to be happy be-

cause we are leaders in this 
group of death.

“When the draw came out 
everyone was mesmerised by 
the quality, it was the group 
that drew gasps.

“This is such a short com-
petition that wanting to specu-
late on a game makes no sense. 
We will look for the best option 
in terms of the starting 11.

“An all-or-nothing compe-

tition begins now. This is our 
reality now and our goal is to 
go through as first in the group.

“Germany has to think 
about beating Costa Rica, 
which is a great team. You can 

be sure that we are going play 
Japan to win.” 

Frustration was seemingly 
the overwhelming emotion 
among the players.

But Luis Enrique felt Ger-
many were deserving of a point, 
even though he also reckoned 
spain wasted the opportunity 
to finish them off before Full-
krug struck his equaliser.

“Yes, that’s the feeling i got 
from players, they’re a bit disap-
pointed,” he continued. “[But] 
we could have been defeated, 
too. [the draw] is fair i’d say.

“We could have won, we 
could have got a decisive goal. 
Maybe that play with [Marco] 
Asensio at 1-0, he took the shot, 
it would have been decisive but 
it went over.

“Germany is a football 
force. We can’t rule them out 
for the winning the World Cup, 
but we put up a fight.” 

spain face Japan on Thurs-
day knowing victory will con-
firm top spot, while Germany 
go up against Costa Rica at 
the same time as they hope to 
climb from bottom into a quali-
fication berth.

In theory this was the group 
of death. If after the draw 
we’d been told that after the 
first two matches we’d be 
the leaders of the group and 
we depend only on 
ourselves, I would have 
signed for that. 
Spain coach Luis Enrique

Enrique looks at the big picture for Spain
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suBsTiTuTE Niclas Fullkrug’s 
equalizer in the 1-1 draw with spain 
means he should start the World 
Cup Group E decider against Cos-
ta Rica, former Germany players 
have said.

The Werder Bremen striker 
only made his debut in a World 
Cup warm-up against Oman 
and also scored. Germany have 
lacked a number nine since Miro-
slav Klose’s retirement and Timo 
Werner was ruled out of Qatar 
through injury.

“He just 
pulls the 
trigger in 
the way 
he does for Bremen. 
He’s put in a really good job ap-
plication for the next game,” 2014 
World Cup winner Per Mertesack-
er told ZDF.

Germany need to beat Costa 
Rica on Thursday and hope Japan 
lose to spain to reach the last 16. 
if Japan draw and Germany win, 
goal difference comes into play.

Füllkrug, 29, has 10 goals in the 
Bundesliga this season and is the 

top German scorer. 
This time last year he was 
playing in the second division.

“He has the momentum, hats 
off to him,” said Michael Ballack. 
“The guys who are in form in the 
league should get their chance. 
Why not throw him in at the deep 
end?” 

Former Germany player Ta-
bea Kemme told Magenta TV: “i 
would have put him in the start-
ing 11 in the first game. He always 
proves his attacking spirit and he 
has shown that it is right that he is 

there.” 
Press reaction from Germany 

included a front page headline 
from the tabloid Bild which read: 
“Hooray, we are still alive.” Brit-
ain’s the Times made a nod 
to Füllkrug’s appear-
ance.

“Gap-toothed as-
sassin Niclas Füllkrug 
gets Germany out of 
gaping hole at Qatar 
2022,” it said.

Germany assistant coach 
Danny Röhl would not confirm 
anything about Füllkrug and Costa 
Rica but told reporters on Monday: 
“Fülle is a team leader. He gets for-
ward. He is good for the team.” 

Leroy sané, who missed the 2-1 
defeat to Japan due to knee prob-
lems, offered spark when coming 
off the bench against spain. 

German pundits call for Fullkrug 
to start, Sane expected to be fit

Goalkeeper Neuer relieved 
Germany ‘still alive’

STATS Perform/

dPA
Doha 

MANuEL Neuer 
expressed relief that 

Germany are “still alive” in 
the World Cup after they sal-

vaged a 1-1 draw with spain on 
sunday.

Germany’s hopes of reaching 
the round of 16 suffered a shock 
blow when they lost their first 
match against Japan.

Yet Costa Rica responded to 
a 7-0 thrashing at the hands of 
spain by beating Japan 1-0 to 
leave all to play for in Group E’s 
final games.

Alvaro Morata put spain ahead 
in the battle between the Group E 
heavyweights at Al Bayt stadium, 
but Germany’s Niclas Fullkrug 
came off the bench to equalise and 
secure his team’s first point.

in order to progress, Hansi 
Flick’s Germany side must beat 
Costa Rica in their last group 
match on Thursday and hope 
spain do them a favour against 
Japan.

Goalkeeper Neuer, who de-
nied Dani Olmo an early goal 
when he palmed his shot against 
the crossbar, is just pleased Ger-
many still have a chance of avoid-
ing a second successive World Cup 
exit at the group stage.

“it was a tough match against 
a very good spain side,” said the 
Germany captain. “We took on the 
fight and didn’t allow them many 
chances over the 90 minutes.

“Our defensive work was su-
perb from front to back. Our com-
pactness made it difficult for them 
to score a goal against us. Their 
goal was simply quality and very 
hard to defend against. Neverthe-
less, we continued to believe in 
ourselves.

“The main thing is that we’re 
still alive. The thing we can have in-
fluence over is getting three points 
against Costa Rica.” 

The 29-year-old Werder 
Bremen striker said: “We were de-
termined to get a result from the 
game, and it was very important 
for our confidence.

“We still have room for im-
provement. We don’t need to get 
carried away, but we can go into 

the final game with hope that we 
can make it through.”

STATS Perform/dPA
Doha 

CANELO Alvarez has issued a warning to 
Lionel Messi as he accused the Argentina 
forward of disrespecting the Mexico flag 
following saturday’s World Cup clash.

Argentina kept their hopes of being 
crowned champions alive with a 2-0 vic-
tory over Mexico, Messi scoring the open-
ing goal with a sublime finish from out-
side the penalty area.

Messi has incurred the wrath of box-
ing star Canelo after footage emerged of 
the Argentina captain with a Mexico shirt 
in front of him on the floor in the dressing 
room during the post-match celebrations.

As Messi pulled off his boot, he ap-
peared to have caught the shirt with his 
foot and Canelo was not impressed.

“Did you see Messi cleaning the floor 
with our shirt and flag???? i ask God that 
i don’t find (him)!!” he posted on Twitter.

The Mexican fighter added: “Just as 
i respect Argentina, you have to respect 
Mexico!! i’m not talking about the country 
(Argentina), i’m talking about Messi.” 

Canelo, whose tweets were full of ex-
pletives, wrote in another social media 
post: “since the 
Mexico shirt is 
on the ground, 
it’s already an 
insult.

A r g e n t i n a 
go into their 
final Group C 
game against 
leaders Poland 
knowing a win 
will put them into 
the round of 16, 
while a draw will be 
sufficient if Mexico draw 
with saudi Arabia.

Mexico need a win 
to have any chance 
of progressing, while 
they also need a help-
ing hand from Po-
land. 

Boxer Canelo issues 
Messi warning over 

alleged Mexico 
disrespect

Mexican boxer Canelo Alvarez.

Argentina’s forward 
Lionel Messi.

Spain’s coach Luis Enrique takes part in a training session at Qatar Universty training site in Doha on Monday. (aFP)

Germany’s forward Leroy Sane (2nd R) runs with the ball as Spain’s goalkeeper 
Unai Simon (L) marks him during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group E 
match at the Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday. (aFP)

Germany’s goalkeeper Manuel Neuer misses to save a shot by Spain’s forward 
Alvaro Morata during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group E match at the Al 
Bayt Stadium on Sunday. (aFP)

 He has the momentum, 
hats off to him. The guys who are 

in form in the league should 
get their chance. Why not 

throw him in at the deep 
end?.

Michael Ballack
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  Group H  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Portugal 2 2 0 0 5 2 3 6
Ghana 2 1 0 1 5 5 0 3
South Korea 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1
Uruguay 2 0 1 1 0 2 -2 1

  Group G  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Brazil 2 2 0 0 3 0 3 6
Switzerland 2 1 0 1 1 1 0 3
Cameroon 2 0 1 1 3 4 -1 1
Serbia 2 0 1 1 3 5 -2 1

 Group a  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
NED 2 1 1 0 3 1 2 4
Ecuador 2 1 1 0 3 2 1 4
Senegal 2 1 0 1 3 3 0 3
Qatar 2 0 0 2 1 5 -4 0

 Group b  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
England 2 1 1 0 6 2 4 4
Iran 2 1 0 1 4 6 -2 3
USA 2 0 2 0 1 1 0 2
Wales 2 0 1 1 1 3 -2 1

 Group C  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Poland 2 1 1 0 2 0 2 4
Argentina  2 1 0 1 3 2 1 3
Saudi 2 1 0 1 2 3 -1 3
Mexico 2 0 1 1 0 2 -2 1

 Group e  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Spain 2 1 1 0 8 1 7 4
Japan 2 1 0 1 2 2 0 3
Costa Rica 2 1 0 1 1 7 -6 3
Germany 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1

 Group d  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
France 2 2 0 0 6 2 4 6
Australia 2 1 0 1 2 4 -2 3
Denmark 2 0 1 1 1 2 -1 1
Tunisia 2 0 1 1 0 1 -1 1

  Group F  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Croatia 2 1 1 0 4 1 3 4
Morocco 2 1 1 0 2 0 2 4
Belgium 2 1 0 1 1 2 -1 3
Canada 2 0 0 2 1 5 -4 0

Group staGe standinGs

Por vs UrU 
makes for 
a thrilling 

watch
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FANS GAIN AS 
GOALS RAIN
Of the four matches on Day 6, Korea vs Ghana and 
Cameroon vs Serbia made for a scintillating watch. 
While the Korean fightback fell short of a Ghanian 
scramble for survival, ending 3-2 in favour of the 
Black Stars, Cameroon came back from behind to 
draw with Serbia 3-3. Brazil, meanwhile, overcame 
the absence of Neymar to beat Switzerland 1-0 and 
advance to the round of the 16 of the World Cup on 
Monday.
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Hosts Qatar seek a final honourable 
showdown against Netherlands on tues-
day evening in the last Group A fixture at 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, at Al Bayt 
stadium.

Felix sanchez’s men, who are break-
ing their World Cup duck, were eliminat-
ed after a 0-2 opening match loss to Ec-
uador and a subsequent 1-3 defeat from 
senegal, leaving the other three sides 
clashing for reaching the knockouts.

the spanish will depend on the 
slightly-improving performance against 
senegal to give a good display against 
Netherlands in a pressure-free match.

In press statements, sanchez said his 
side paid the price for their defense mis-
takes against Ecuador and senegal de-
spite a noticeable improvement in their 
attacking performance that saw forward 
Mohamed Muntari netting for the Ma-
roons their first-ever World Cup goal 
against senegal.

Captain Hassan Al Haydos apolo-
gized for Qatari fans for their under-

whelming performance in their 
first-ever World Cup appear-
ance, reiterating that his side 
paid a dear price for their de-
fense mistakes and affirmed that 
they showed a high-octane match 
against senegal. He further 
called on his mates 
to throw all their 
weight behind a last 
honorable appear-
ance against Neth-
erlands.

sitting atop 
the group along 
with Ecuador 
with four points 
apiece and +2 
goal difference, 
N e t h e r l a n d s 
will pursue a 
rout to evade 
a high octane 
last-16 clash 
with the UK, 
the clear fa-
vorites to lead 
Group B.

Hosts Qatar seek a final honourable showdown against Netherlands on Tuesday.

QAtAr  
seek to undo the hurt  
against Netherlands

STATS Perform/dPA
Berlin 

LoUIs van Gaal does not be-
lieve he has placed added pres-
sure on his Netherlands squad 
by targeting World Cup glory, 
instead suggesting the players 
are on board with his ambi-
tious aims.

Van Gaal talked up or-
anje’s chances right from the 
start of this tournament and 
has continued to do so, even 
if their performances in beat-
ing senegal and drawing with 
Ecuador have not been entirely 
convincing.

the Netherlands still have 
work to do in their third match 
against hosts Qatar on 
tuesday to book a 
last-16 place, but 
the coach does 
not regret be-
ing so open 

with his goals 
for the finals.

“I hope this 
is no pressure at 
all, because I think 
you always have to 
identify the goal, the 
purpose for which you 
are here,” he told reporters on 
Monday. “then you can work 
towards that purpose.

“If you don’t identify that 
purpose and say the quarter-
finals is enough, that is not 
the right way to do things. the 
right thing is to say you want to 
become champions.

“I set out the reasons why 
we can become champions. I 
didn’t say we would become 
champions, but we can. the 
players believe in that.” that 
belief is evident in Frenkie de 
Jong, appearing alongside Van 
Gaal, as he said: “I think we 
have an excellent squad. We 
have demonstrated that on 
more than enough occasions.

“We are 17 matches un-
beaten, that is telling. We have 
four points, and we played two 
excellent opponents. We’re 
well positioned despite the fact 
the last match we didn’t play as 

well as we could.
“We talked a lot in the squad 

about what we want to do, what 
we want to improve. Everyone 
is full of confidence, so it’s up 
to us to show you.” Van Gaal 
plans to stay up to date with 
the score from the other game 
in Group A on tuesday - the 
Netherlands will advance even 
with a defeat if senegal also 
lose against Ecuador - but he is 
not overly concerned whether 
his side top the pool and secure 
a supposedly easier draw.

“If you want to become a 
world champion, you will have 
to be capable of beating eve-
ryone,” he said. “Particularly 
those countries you don’t sus-

pect will progress very 
far, they are pro-

gressing or mak-
ing it difficult.” 

the Nether-
lands will also 
need their key 
players fit and 
firing if they 
are to go all the 

way.
Van Gaal is 

“not surprised at all” 
by Cody Gakpo’s form 

at the finals, believing he can 
“evolve even further, much fur-
ther”, but he knows Memphis 
Depay can be decisive.

“to become world cham-
pion, we need Memphis,” said 
Van Gaal. “that’s how I see it.” 
Depay has not started yet as he 
works his way back from inju-
ry, but the coach added: “We’re 
going to do anything and eve-
rything to progress to the next 
match. We’re still in the group 
stage, but in the knockout stage 
every match is important.” If 
Van Gaal is able to guide the 
Netherlands to glory, could he 
yet stay on as coach into 2023? 
the coach himself pointed out 
that would be unlikely, given 
Ronald Koeman has been ap-
pointed as his successor, but 
he added: “If we become world 
champion, then the football 
world is a very opportunistic 
world. You never know.”

‘The players believe’,   
no regret targeting 
World Cup glory:

Van Gaal

Netherlands’ coach Louis Van Gaal (L) and midfielder Frenkie De Jong 
attend a press conference in Doha on Monday . (aFP)

We want to leave 
World Cup with 
heads held high, 
says almoez ali

QNA
Doha

QAtAR’s national team forward 
Almoez Ali said his side would seek 
an honourable showing in their last 
World Cup group stage game against 
the Netherlands, scheduled to be 
held on tuesday, to leave the tourna-
ment with their heads held high.

speaking at the pre-match press 
conference, Ali voiced hopes for 
a better performance against the 
Netherlands to bring fans joy and 
pride. He regretted Al Annabi’s ina-

bility to advance to the knockouts.
In response to a ques-

tion by Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), Ali 
voiced hopes to net in 
the World Cup as he 
did in the Asian Cup, 

the Copa America 
2019, the Gold 
Cup 2021 and 
in the European 
qualifiers, elab-
orating that his 
main objective 
would always 
be to help the 

na- tional team in the 
last match to leave the World 
Cup in the best way possible.

It was Qatar’s first World 
Cup appearance, but it will not 
be the last, he said.

The 
Dutch still 
have work  

to do in their 
third match 

against hosts 
Qatar

Group A: Netherlands v Qatar (6 pm) at Al Bayt Stadium 

Qatar’s players take part in a training session at the Aspire Zone Training Site in Doha on Monday, on the eve of the Qatar 2022 World Cup football match between Netherlands and Qatar. (aFP)

netherlands need a win or a draw to qualify to the last 16 for the 

11th time regardless of the result between Senegal and ecuador.

if netherlands lose they will qualify directly to the second round 

if ecuador beat Senegal, but if Senegal win the goal difference or 

fairplay tiebreaker will decide second place in the group.

netherlands never won the title but were runners-up three times 

in 1974, 1978 and 2010.

Qatar were the first team to be eliminated from the finals, and it 

was only the second time that a host country exited the tournament 

in the first round after South africa in 2010. 

Qatar will try to avoid being the first host country to fail to win a 

game in the finals. 

Mohammed Muntari made history when he scored Qatar’s first 

World Cup goal in the 3-1 defeat by Senegal. 

Previous meetings: 

This will be the first meeting between the sides.

Key Stats
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Gareth Bale does not be-
lieve he has any added re-
sponsibility on his shoulders 
ahead of Wales’ showdown 
with england, who rob Page 
has described as a “beatable” 
opponent.

Wales face an early exit 
from their first World Cup 
since 1958 as they require vic-
tory against england and for 
the United States and Iran 
to draw in tuesday’s other 
Group B match.

the Dragons, who fol-
lowed up a 1-1 draw against 
the US with a 2-0 loss to Iran, 
will also advance to the knock-
out stage with an improbable 
4-0 victory over their fierce 
rivals.

Bale played a major role in 
Wales ending their long wait 
to play on the world stage, as 
he did in their successful cam-
paigns in qualifying for euro 
2016 and euro 2020.

ahead of what could be his 
final appearance for Wales at 
a tournament, though, the Los 
angeles FC forward is hop-
ing to respond to the Iran loss 
with a result against england.

“We’re disappointed in the 
results and performance so 
far but that’s football,” he said 
at Monday’s pre-match news 
conference. “this is a World 
Cup and it’s not easy.  “We’ll 

always give 100% and we want 
to try to make things better. 
the last few days we’ve been 
working hard and hopefully 
things turn around for us now.

“We’re in good spirits for 
this next match. this is tour-
nament football and we have 
to go again.” Bale scored his 
side’s only goal of Qatar 2022 
so far, a late penalty against 
the US, but he has had the few-

est touches of the ball of any 
Wales player in both matches.

the 33-year-old has man-
aged only two shots, one of 
those being his spot-kick ef-
fort, but he insists his nation’s 
hopes against england do not 
rest solely on him.

“I don’t feel an added re-
sponsibility. We’re a team 
and nation who work hard for 
each other and we must deliv-
er as a team, not one person,” 
he said.  

“We’ve been working hard 
these last couple days. We 
would have loved to have been 
winning but the reality is foot-
ball is hard, but we’ve been 
keeping our spirits high.” 
Wales have never previously 
failed to win a single match 
at any of their major tourna-
ment participations, but they 
have a poor record against 
neighbours england down the 
years.

however, in a game Wales 
simply must win if they are to 
have any hope of prolonging 

their stay in Qatar, manager 
Page is optimistic his side can 
end that terrible run.

“this tournament has 
shown anyone’s beatable - of 
course england are beatable,” 
Page said.

“they’ve got a wonderful 

pool of players, but we must 
show what we’re capable of.” 
echoing the views of his man-
ager, Bale said: “absolutely. 
We’ve done our homework 
and had meetings, which I’m 
sure they’ve also done. It’s go-
ing to be a difficult game.
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Wales’ forward Gareth Bale and  coach Rob Page at a press conference 
on Monday. (AFP)
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Bale feels no extra pressure as Wales prepare to face England

PA MeDiA/DPA
Doha

Gareth Southgate says Phil 
Foden has a big part to play in 
england’s World Cup campaign.

the Manchester City mid-
fielder has played just 19 min-
utes of football in Qatar across 
england’s opening two games.

he came off the bench in the 
opening 6-2 thrashing of Iran 
but was an unused substitute in 
Friday’s goalless stalemate with 
the US.

there was widespread clam-
our for Foden to be introduced 
and Southgate was criticized for 
not utilizing the 22-year-
old as his side struggled 
to create chances at 
the al Bayt Stadium.

the england boss 
has been tipped to make 
changes in the 
final Group B 
game against 
Wales on 
t u e s d a y , 
with Foden 

potentially one of those to ben-
efit.

“We are intending to be here 
as long as we can and he is a su-
per player. We think the world 
of him and he is going to play 
a big part,” Southgate told ItV 
Sport.

“We love Phil. he’s a super 
player. he’s obviously been into 
the first game (v Iran). We de-
cided not to put him into the 
second but he is going to play an 
important part in this tournament 
for us. there is no question about 
that.” 

Speaking on Sunday, City and 

england team-mate Kalvin Phil-
lips backed Foden to “shine” when 
given his chance and Southgate 
admits he could fulfil a number of 
roles.

“We haven’t got any issue with 
Phil,” he added.

“In September he started 
both games for 

us. We put him 
into the game 

against Iran. We decided to stick 
with that team (against the US) 
and we felt the changes required 
something a little bit different for 
the game with the United States.

“he can play on the wing. he 
can play as a false nine and he can 
play behind the striker - he doesn’t 
do that as often for his club.

“he is very flexible. he works 
hard for the team and of course he 
has got fabulous technical ability.” 

Ben White missed england 
training through illness on the eve 
of the clash with Wales.

the defender has yet to play 
a minute in Qatar and looks set 
to miss the Wales game. the re-
maining 25 members of the squad 
trained in 30-degree Celsius heat, 
including James Maddison as he 
pushes to be involved following 
a knee complaint.

England’s coach Gareth Southgate 
(left) and player Jordan Henderson at 
the Qatar National Convention Center 
(QNCC) in Doha on Monday. (AFP)

Key Stats
 england have beaten 
Wales in their last six meet-
ings. 
 england also kept a 
clean sheet in five of those 
matches 
 Gareth Bale is the only 
Welsh player to score 
against england in the 21st 
century when he opened the 
scoring in a 2-1 loss at the 
2016 euros. 
 england will progress to 
the knockouts with a draw 
while a win will seal top spot 
in the group. 
 Wales must beat england 
and hope the match be-

tween the United States and 
iran ends in a draw. if the 
other game has a winner, 
Wales must beat england by 
at least four goals. 
 
Previous meetings 
 england and Wales have 
played 103 times since their 
first meeting in 1879. 
 england have beaten 
Wales 68 times and lost 14 
while 21 games have ended 
in a draw. 
 The teams last played 
an international friendly in 
october 2020 which england 
won 3-0.

iS A kEy PlAyEr for 
EnGlAnd AhEAd of thEir  
mAtch AGAinSt WAlES

fodEn
SouthGAtE bEliEvES 

DPA
Doha

LUKe Shaw believes the way Wales cel-
ebrated england’s elimination from euro 
2016 will add extra motivation to their 
World Cup clash - but insists Gareth 
Southgate’s side are too respectful to fol-
low suit.

the neighbouring nations meet at 
ahmed bin ali Stadium on tuesday in 
their final Group B game.

While england are favourites to pro-
gress as group winners despite an unin-
spiring goalless draw against the United 
States on Friday which left some sup-
porters jeering at full-time, Wales are on 
the cusp of elimination.

robert Page’s side also drew with the 
USa but were deservedly beaten by Iran 
in their second game.

they now need a minor miracle to get 
out of the group but could yet advance - 
and send england home - with a big win.

the sides met in the group stages 
in France six years ago as Daniel Stur-
ridge scored an injury-time winner for 
england, who were then embarrassingly 
dumped out by Iceland as Wales pro-
gressed through to the semi-finals.

Footage emerged of the Wales play-
ers celebrating jubilantly as england 
crashed out and Shaw feels that could 
add spice to tuesday’s meeting.

“I think you could say that,” he said 
when asked if the Wales reaction would 
provide extra motivation.

“But our motivation in itself has to be 
at its highest level. We are at the World 
Cup. We have great aims for what we 
want to achieve.

“We have to have the maximum 
motivation at every game. I don’t think 
there’s any more motivation than what 
we have already.

“We have to have 100 per cent mo-
tivation in every training session and 
every game that we have.” Shaw, 27, has 
started both of england’s games in Qatar 
and scored in the euro 2020 final defeat 
to Italy last summer.

Wales’ mockery 
of eNglaNd at 

euro 2016  
provides  

extra 
 motivatioN:

Foden’s       
versatility
he can play on the wing. he can 
play as a false nine and he can 
play behind the striker - he 
doesn’t do that as often for his 
club. he is very flexible. he works 
hard for the team and of course 
he has got fabulous technical 
ability.

Group b: Wales vs England (10pm) at Ahmad bin Ali Stadium

shaW
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CoaCh Gregg Berhalter apologised for 
US Soccer posting an altered Iran flag 
on social media but insisted he and the 
United States team knew nothing of it in 
a tense World Cup pre-match news con-
ference.

The Group B meeting of the USMNT 
and Iran was always likely to be politically 
charged given the friction between the two 
countries.

In an early answer at his media brief-
ing on Monday, Berhalter sought to head 
off such questions, saying: “When I think 

about this match, I know a lot of other 
constituents have a lot of feelings to-
wards it.

“For us, it’s a soccer game against 
a good team. It’s not much more 
than that. It’s a knockout game, both 
teams are desperate to go to the next 
round. That’s how we’re looking at 
this match.” But that did little to quell 
the line of questioning, which was not 
helped by a Twitter post on Sunday.

US Soccer uploaded an edited Iran 
flag without the emblem of the Islamic 

Republic in a move to support pro-
testors in the country, where 

there has been unrest since 
the September death 

of Mahsa amini, a 
22-year-old woman 
who died in police 
custody after be-
ing arrested for her 
refusal to wear the 
mandatory hijab.

That post 
prompted outrage 
in Iran, including 
state-affiliated 

media Tasnim 
calling for the 

United States to be removed from the 
World Cup.

Tyler adams, who was corrected 
on his pronunciation of “Iran”, said the 
USMNT “support Iran’s people and 
Iran’s team” but are “laser-focused on this 
match”.

Berhalter expanded more on the 
topic, replying initially: “We had no idea 
about what US Soccer put out, the staff, 
the players had no idea. our focus is on 
this match.

“I don’t want to sound aloof or not 
caring in saying that, but the guys have 
worked really hard for the past four years. 
We have 72 hours between England and 
Iran, and we really are just focused on how 
to get past Iran and go to the knockout 
stage of this tournament.

“of course our thoughts are with the 
Iranian people, the whole country, the 
whole team, everyone, but our focus is on 
this match.” When Berhalter was asked 
again about the Twitter post, he said: “I 
can only reiterate that the players and the 
staff knew nothing about what was being 
posted. Sometimes things are out of our 
control.

“We believe it’ll be a match where the 
result depends on who puts more effort 
on, who executes better on the field, not 
what happens outside.

“We can only apologise on behalf of 
the players and the staff. It’s not some-
thing we’re a part of.” Former USMNT 
coach Jurgen Klinsmann had not helped 
matters when he accused Iran of having 

“worked the referee” against Wales, sug-
gesting getting to the match officials and 
pushing the boundaries of acceptability 
was “part of their culture”.

Iran boss Carlos Queiroz responded in 
a series of Twitter posts, calling for Klins-
mann to be sacked from a role with FIFa, 
but he would not answer questions on the 
matter at his own news conference.

Berhalter added little, saying: “I’m up 
here to discuss the game USa-Iran, not 
Jurgen Klinsmann.

“You’re talking about a guy who’s up 
on the TV. If you want a comment on what 
he said and how he said it, you should ask 
Jurgen.” But it was not only questions 
from Iranian reporters that caused Ber-
halter some discomfort, with US media 
relaying Eric Wynalda’s claim the coach 
had asked Gio Reyna to lie about an injury 
to explain his absence from the USMNT’s 
first match.

“Speaking of a four-year journey, 
there’s been also four years of interacting 
with you guys,” Berhalter said. “I’ll leave it 
to you to decide if I asked Gio to lie about 
it.

“That’s just not who I am, that’s not 
what I represent. If you have to take Eric’s 
word or my word or whatever, feel free. I 
know what happened. That’s not what I 
represent.

“Like every other person, Gio’s a 
member of this team we care deeply for, 
and we know he can help the team. It’s a 
matter of when he can help us and how he 
can help us.”
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Group B: USA vs Iran (10pm) at Al thumama Stadium

USA’s midfielder Tyler Adams (right) and coach Gregg Berhalter during a press  
conference at the QNCC in Doha on Monday. (AFP)

Queiroz won’t be distracted by off-field 
issues as Iran eye round 16 berth

pa Media/dpa
dohA

IRaN coach Carlos Queiroz 
will not allow himself or the 
team to fall into the trap of any 
mind games and ‘self destruct’ 
ahead of their crucial World 
Cup Group B showdown 
against the United States.

The Iranian Football Fed-
eration has complained to 
FIFa about the US removing 
the Islamic Republic sym-
bol from the nation’s flag in 
some social media posts in the 
build-up to Tuesday night’s 
match at the al Thumama Sta-
dium.

Queiroz himself also be-
come embroiled in a war of 
words with Jürgen Klinsmann 
after the former Germany 
striker spoke about how Iran 
had been deemed to have de-
ployed gamesmanship and 
“worked the referee” during 
their win over Wales.

The squad has also played 
against a background of 
widespread anti-govern-
ment protests in Iran, which 
were sparked by the death of 
22-year-old Mahsa amini, 
who died in custody in Sep-
tember having been detained 
for allegedly failing to follow 
the country’s Islamic dress 
code.

Nevertheless, former Man-

chester United assistant man-
ager and Real Madrid boss 
Queiroz insisted he and all of 
the players were fully focussed 
on their next game - and the 
chance to progress to the last 
16.

Iran are second in Group B 
on three points, one point be-
hind leaders England and one 
ahead of the US, with all four 
nations still in contention for 
a top-two finish.

“I need to be with my 
mind preparing them to play 
the best football on the 
day,” Queiroz said.

“Because if my 
mind falls in the 
trap to pay at-
tention and de-
struct with all 
those things, I 
am lying to foot-
ball. I will not do 
that to my father 
and I will not do that 
to the game.” Queiroz 
added: “If after 42 years 
in this game as coach, I still 
believe that I could win games 
with those mental games, I 
think I did not learn anything 
about the game and this is not 
the case.

“Those collective set of 
events which are surrounding 
this World Cup, I hope it will 
be a good lesson for all of us 
in the future and that in the 

next event, we will learn that 
our mission here is to create 
entertainment and at least 
during 90 minutes, make the 
people happy.”

In a Twitter thread posted 
on Saturday night, Queiroz 
had called for Klinsmann to 
resign from his role as a mem-
ber of FIFa’s Technical Study 
Group, labelling the German’s 
comments as “outrageous” 
and a “disgrace to football”.

Former US manager and 
1990 World Cup win-

ner Klinsmann has 
also faced wider 

criticism for 
his remarks, 
which were 
made dur-
ing pun-
ditry for 
the BBC, 
and sought 

to smooth 
the waters in 

an subsequent 
interview on Sunday.

Queiroz had also been 
pressed during Monday’s 
pre-match media conference 
for further response to Klins-
mann’s outburst.

however, Queiroz again 
looked to defuse tensions 
when asked if he felt Iran 
would continue to face criti-
cism ahead of their final group 
match.

“(I have) no comment (on 
Klinsmann) just a reference 
that I always worked and I al-
ways believed in my life that a 
football team must be based 
on the work ethics and prin-
ciples of what is a team,” the 
Portuguese coach said.

“When we respect and we 
commit ourselves to the val-
ues and principles of being 
part of a team, we can only be 
better, more stronger.

“This is what I always be-
lieve in my life and I will al-
ways work in that direction, to 
create a coach code of conduct 
in terms of principles and val-
ues that can make the play-
ers believe that every single 
morning when they wake up, 
they only have one challenge 
in mind - to be better, to com-
pete against themselves and 
they need to be better than the 
others.” 

“When we are a team that 
moves with the feeling of har-
mony, it is like a collective 
brain that thinks and acts at 
the same time.

“This is what in our first 
game (against England) was 
not so good, but we (went) 
back to the roots and in the 
second game we are able to 
implement our collective stra-
tegic thinking, feeling and act-
ing and that is why we become 
more strong.”

Iran’s Portuguese coach Carlos Queiroz at a press conference at 
QNCC (above) and with players at AL Rayyan SC on Monday. (AFP)

Iran 
are second 

in Group B on three 
points, one point  

behind leaders  
England and one ahead 

of the US

apologises

tense

BErhAltEr

for IrAn 
flAG PoSt

dUrInG A

nEwS
BrIEfInG

USA coach Gregg Berhalter 
takes part in a training session 

at Al Gharrafa Sports Club in 
Doha on Monday. (AFP)

* With a spot in the knockout stages at stake, there will be added 
significance to a politically charged clash. 
* The geopolitical rivals have met once before at a World Cup in France 
1998 in what at the time was dubbed “The Mother of All Games”. 
* iran’s 2-1 win over the U.S. that day was their first ever victory at a 
World Cup. 
* Prior to the match iran presented the U.S. team with white roses. 
Previous meetings 
* The two sides have met just twice before with the U.S. having yet to 
win. iran won their first meeting 2-1 at the 1998 World Cup before 
drawing 1-1 in an international friendly in 2000.

Key stats 
* iran were thrashed 6-2 by england in their group 
opener but then recovered to beat Wales 2-0. 
* The U.S. have two draws, 0-0 against england after 
their opening 1-1 with Wales. 
* iran have never gone past the group stage. 
* The U.S. return to the World Cup for the first time 
in eight years after failing to qualify for the 2018 
showcase in russia. 
* defender deAndre Yedlin is the only player in the 
U.S. squad with any World Cup experience.
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Ecuador coach Gustavo 
alfaro is confident captain 
and talisman Enner Va-
lencia will be fit and firing 
for his side’s decisive final 
World cup group game 
against Senegal on Tues-
day.

Former West Ham and 
Everton striker Valencia 
has scored all three of Ec-
uador’s goals in the tourna-
ment so far and the last six 
overall for his country at 
the World cup but is carry-
ing a knee injury.

The 33-year-old struck 
twice in the 2-0 opening-
night win over hosts Qatar 
and then grabbed the vital 
equaliser in the 1-1 draw 
with the Netherlands.

Those results have left 
the South americans need-
ing just a draw from their 
final Group a outing on 
Tuesday to qualify for the 
last 16 but Valencia’s fit-
ness is a worry after he was 
forced off in both games.

Speaking at his pre-
match press conference 
Monday, alfaro said: “un-
fortunately he has a knee 
sprain but he has a big 
heart and wants to be in 
every battle for our nation-
al team.

“He wants to be there 
and, of course, his leader-
ship is something that we 
always need.

“He’s an extraordinary 
player. He’s someone I 
would always pick for 
my national team. 
We’ll try to have 
him ready for the 
upcoming match.

“If he’s not ready from 
the beginning I hope he 
can be present at some 
point but I have confi-
dence because I know that 
he will want to be there. 
He’s feisty.” Ecuador are 
level with the Netherlands 
at the top of the group on 
four points, with Senegal a 
point further behind.

alfaro insists there is 
no prospect of his side sim-
ply playing for a draw.

He said: “We can’t just 
change our playing style 
and our essence. We are 
not just thinking about get-
ting a draw.

“I told my players that 
if we come out just try-
ing to draw the game, we 
wouldn’t be successful. We 
need to be protagonists. 
That’s our playing style.” 
Senegal realistically need 
to win to have hope of pro-
gress. There is a scenario 
where a draw would suffice 
if the Netherlands suffer an 
unlikely defeat to already-
eliminated hosts Qatar, 
but coach aliou cisse is not 
counting on that.

The former Birming-
ham and Portsmouth mid-
fielder said: “For us there is 
no other option - we have 
to play a perfect game to 
try to win.

“I hope that he (Valen-
cia) will not be there, he is 
one of the best players in 
the tournament and Ecua-
dor are a great team.

“The objective is to 
do like Morocco, who we 

congratulate for a very 
good victory against 

Belgium. This can 
be a source of in-
spiration for us 

Former West Ham and 
Everton striker Valencia 

has scored all three of 
Ecuador’s goals in the 

tournament so far

Group A: EcuAdor vs sEnEGAl (6pm) At KhAlifA intErnAtionAl stAdium

Senagal’s players jog during a training session at Duhail 
Handball Sports Hall on Monday. (AFP)

Senegal’s 
coach 
Aliou Cisse 
gives a 
press con-
ference at 
the Qatar 
National 
Convention 
Center on 
Monday. 
(AFP)

Key Stats
 Senegal must win to 
ensure they earn a place in 
the last 16, though a draw 
may be enough if Qatar 
beat the netherlands by 
two goals or more. A draw 
will see Ecuador advance, 
while they could still go 
through in defeat if Qatar 
get a big enough win over 
netherlands 
 Ecuador’s last six goals 
at the World Cup, all 
scored in the 2014 and 
2022 tournaments, have 
been netted by forward En-
ner Valencia. He has three 
in this campaign and is 
comfortably his country’s 
all-time leading scorer at 
the global finals ahead of 
Agustin delgado (3 goals) 
 Ecuador are playing 
in their fourth World Cup 
with aspirations to 
surpass their 
previous best 
performance 
when they 
reached the 
last 16 in Ger-
many in 2006 

 Senegal reached the 
World Cup quarter-finals 
on debut in 2002 but were 
eliminated in the group 
stage on fair play points in 
their second visit in 2018 
when they finished level 
with Japan 
 Senegal have met 
South American opposi-
tion twice at the World 
Cup. They drew 3-3 with 
Uruguay in 2002 and lost 
1-0 to Colombia in 2018. 
Ecuador have never faced 
an African nation at the 
finals 

Previous meetings:  
Ecuador and Senegal have 
met on one previous oc-
casion when they played 
a pre-World Cup friendly in 
2002. The African nation 
triumphed 1-0
 Cras mattis purus ia-

culis, bibe eu, gravida 
erat.uscrese iaculis, 
bibe eu, gravida ndum 
purus eu, gravida. 
Fusce tincidu

AlfAro 
hopEs
‘fEisty’ 
vAlEnciA 

EcuAdor 

boss 

to fAcE
is fit
sEnEGAl

Ecuador’s defender Angelo Preciado (centre) controls a 
ball during a training session at Mesaimeer SC training 
facilities on Monday. (AFP)
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Women referees realizing potential at FIFA World Cup 2022
MeriaM Jelliti 

Doha 

With six women referees in 
business at the ongoing FiFA 
World Cup 2022, many believe 
that the 22nd edition of the 
greatest football show in Qatar 
has achieved a significant and 
society changing step.

three female referees out of 
36 main referees are part of the 
2022 World Cup, besides the 
three women who are assistant 
referees and among the “VAR” 
teams. these women had not 
participated in the manage-
ment of such a major champi-
onships before, but their great 
career in their countries, espe-
cially their professional foreign 
participation made “FiFA” 
choose them to officiate match-
es at the World Cup.

French referee, Stephanie 
Frappart, was the first of the 
three present as a fourth ref-
eree on the refereeing team 
for the Mexico match against 
Poland, making her the first fe-
male member of the refereeing 
team in the 2022 World Cup 
matches, thus achieving a his-
toric first.

the French referee has ap-
peared in 13 matches since the 
start of the last season between 
the French League and the Eu-
ropean Championships. Frap-
part has shown 53 yellow cards 
during the 13 matches, in addi-
tion to two red cards.

it is noteworthy that Frap-
part became a referee in the 
French first division, and thus 
she refereed European match-
es, since 2019.

She entered the history of 
football, after obtaining the in-
ternational badge in 2009. She 

is classified as the most promi-
nent referee in football at the 
present time, to enter history 
again, after being selected to ar-
bitrate in the Qatar World Cup.

Frapart took charge of the 
Women’s European Cup semi-
final match in 2017 between the 
host Netherlands and England, 
in addition to the 2012 Euro-
pean Under-19 Championship 
final in turkey. And in 2019 she 
became the first woman to lead 
a men’s match in the French 
first league, during a match be-
tween Amiens and Strasbourg. 

Stephanie in 2019 was also ap-
pointed by the European Foot-
ball Association (UEFA) to man-
age the UEFA Super Cup match 
between Liverpool and Chelsea 
in istanbul, turkey.

Referee Yoshimi Yamash-
ita is the first professional ref-
eree from Japan to have been 
among the match officials for 
the 2019 Women’s World Cup. 
She had scored an achievement 
in her career with arbitration, 
after she became the first ref-
eree to run a match in the Japa-
nese Premier League for men’s 

soccer.
Salima Mukansanga, one of 

three women referees selected 
to officiate the FiFA 
World Cup to be host-
ed by Qatar, is also the 
first African woman 
to officiate at a men’s 
football event. She is 
a FiFA registered 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
referee since 
2012, and was 
responsible for 
the 2019 FiFA 
Women’s World 
Cup in France.

in 2022, she 

became the first woman to 
referee the African Cup of Na-
tions, and led a team consist-
ing of Fatiha Jarmoumi from 
Morocco, Karen Atemzapong 
from cameroon, and Bouchra 
Karboubi from Morocco as a 
referee. She also managed sev-
eral matches in the Olympics, 
the Women’s World Cup, and 
the AFCON for women, and 
the CAF Champions League for 
women.

Women athletes face great 
difficulties in terms of number 
and participation in interna-
tional events and tournaments, 
but in the Arab region, social, 
cultural and religious obstacles 

stand in the way of many who 
try to progress and excel 

in sports and confront 
but and social discrimi-
nation.

Qatar as a host na-
tion has therefore 

contributed a great 
deal in supporting 

women in sport 
with the inclu-
sion of women 
referees at FiFA 

World Cup 2022.

Vinay nayudu
Doha

AMONg the scores of inter-
national football fans trav-
elling to Al Mansoura last 
week were a Polish father-
daughter duo who looked a 

bit anxious while waiting to 
get into a train at the Metro 
station at Al Bidda.

A quick chat and they 
turned out to be warm and 
friendly. “Oh, we are return-
ing from the Netherlands-
Ecuador match at the Khal-
ifa international Stadium, 
but we now waiting for the 
Poland-Saudi Arabia match 
(played on Saturday), and 
we also eager for Robert Le-
wandowski to score but af-
ter what Saudi Arabia did 
against Argentina we are a bit 
concerned,” said Rafael Sien-
kiewicz from New York.

Rafael and his daughter 
Kyra were in Qatar for the 
FiFA World Cup 2022 for a 
total of five days, and had all 
their wishes fulfilled.

Back home on Sunday, 
Rafael connected with Qatar 
tribune to share his and his 
daughter’s thoughts of their 
great trip to a “great place.” 

“We just can’t get over 
it.” 

to begin with, “We saw 
first historic Robert Le-

wandowski’s goal live at the 
stadium and now two days 
later i’m still trying to get my 
voice back cheering so loud 
at the game,” said Rafael.

he and his daughter 
watched the following 
matches: Poland vs Mexico; 
Spain vs Costa Rica; Neder-
lands vs Ecuador; and Po-
land vs Saudi Arabia.

But while football 
thrilled them, they said be-
ing in Qatar itself was sim-
ply wonderful. “We love 
different cultures and enjoy 
travel. the plan is follow 

your team around the world 
every two years if they qual-
ify for World Cup or Euros). 
the host always changes our 
new travel location.” 

When the two were walk-
ing to their Somerset Al 
Mansoura ‘residence’ from 
the station, Kyra kept guid-
ing her father. “Keep straight 
now, from the roundabout 
we turn left and go past the 
park.” She seemed to know 
her way like the back of her 
hand. 

“You know, this place is 
so cool and so proper that 

i feel quite safe. i am 
quite liking it here,” 
said Kyra. 

the father and 
daughter explored 

Qatar as much as they 
could in five days. they went 
desert duning, visited the 
National Museum of Qatar 
(NMOQ), attended the Fan 
Festivals at Corniche and 
near Villagio Mall, Souq Wa-
qif, and spent a lot of time at 
the Katara Cultural Village 
as well.

And this is what they had 
to say: “the people were very 
welcoming and accommo-
dating, they were happy to 
assist us with any questions. 
We felt safe. that mattered 
because it was the first time 
we were in the Middle East 
visiting firm New York City. 

We found Doha “dressed” for 
the World Cup. Anywhere 
we went, we felt the World 
Cup vibe as flags and fans 
celebrated their teams in fan 
zones. 

“We embraced the cul-
ture and visited some amaz-
ing architectural buildings 
to learn more: the National 
Museum of Qatar designed 
as the splendid Desert Rose, 
Souq Waqif and the Katara 
Cultural Village (amazing 
places to meet people of the 
world),” said Rafael. 

“We loved the modern 
and unique downtown build-
ings that made beautiful 

backdrop to the fan zones. 
We enjoyed food from Leba-
non, turkey and other Arabic 
countries. We didn’t have a 
bad meal. We had to do your 
typical tourist fun day as we 
rode camels and went to de-
sert to 4x4 dune bashing and 
swim in gulf sea. Very unique 
and amazing experience we 
will never forget,” Rafael and 
his daughter Kyra recounted.

More on their footballing 
experience, they said, “We 
experienced amazing, unique 
stadiums. We met and spoke 
to people from all over the 
world who came to celebrate 
football and who came to 
support their participating 
teams in the biggest celebra-
tion of the beautiful game. 

“An interesting meeting 
we had was with two young 
ladies from Jordan at the 
fan zones who spoke about 
culture and as we came from 
two different yet realized how 
much we are the same,” said 
Rafael.

Unable to take their mind 
off Qatar, Rafael, who is 
back to work in New York, 
and Kyra at school, are tell-
ing everyone what a wonder-
ful experience they had. “Oh 
now we telling everyone to go 
to Doha!”

“We made some memo-
ries that will last a lifetime 
which is most important for 
me and my daughter,” said 
Rafael.

With Saudi Arabia fans at Souq Waqif.

Yamashita Yoshimi, Salima Mukansanga and Stephanie Frappart are among the 36 referees officiating at 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. They are joined by Neuza Back of Brazil, Mexico’s Karen Diaz Medina and  
American Kathryn Nesbitt who are doing duties at the World Cup as three of 69 assistant referees.

We embraced the culture 
and visited some amazing 
architectural buildings 
(besides the superb 
stadiums).
Rafael Sienkiewicz

The fact that women are 
officiating for the first time 
at a men’s World Cup is a 
sign to other people that 
women’s potential is always 
growing and that is 
something I also feel 
strongly about.
Yamashita Yoshimi

Polish team fans 
from New York 

just can’t get over 
their trip to Doha

At the National 
Museum of 
Qatar.

Rafael and Kyra  
Sienkiewicz during the 
Poland-Saudi Arabia 
match at the Education 
City Stadium on  
November 26, 2022.

Qatar,
Lewandowski 

World Cup goal take 

father-daughter
 duo into 

another world


