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EMBRACE TRAVEL, EXPERIENCE A NEW JOURNEY.
Call or WhatsApp Us on +974 4448 4848
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HigH : 29°C
LOW : 22°C

MIst

Casemiro fires 
Brazil into FiFa  

World Cup last 16
BraziL were not glorious without their injured talisman Neymar but Casem-
iro scored a late 1-0 winner over Switzerland on Monday to send the record 
five-time champions into the Qatar World Cup knock-out stages. Manches-
ter United’s Casemiro fired into the top right corner in the 83rd minute off 
his former real Madrid team-mates Vinicius Junior and rodrygo. Vinicius 
Junior had wasted a big chance in the 27th and had a goal disallowed in 
the 64th at Stadium 974 in Doha for the top title contenders who follow 
defending champions France into the last 16. Switzerland, who had drawn 
with Brazil in their previous two World Cup games 1950 and 2018, had 
stood firm for most of the game but failed to threaten them before patient 
Brazil found the late opening. Brazil top group g with a maximum six points 
while the Swiss remain on three. SportS page 1

The Kuwaiti Cabinet has ex-
pressed thanks and apprecia-
tion for the generous initiative 
of his highness the Amir of 
State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim 
bin hamad Al Thani to in-
vite Kuwaiti students from 
the “Balat Al-Shuhada” high 
School for Boys, to attend one 
of the matches of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

During its weekly meeting 
today, chaired by hh Prime 
Minister of Kuwait Sheikh Ah-
mad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sa-
bah, the Cabinet expressed its 
sincere appreciation, on behalf 
of the government and people 
of the State of Kuwait, for this 
invitation, which came after 
a  video of these students cel-
ebrating the start of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 became 
viral.  The Cabinet added that 
it recalls the fraternal positions 
that unite the two countries 
and the brotherly peoples with 
the bonds of brotherhood and 
good relations, asking God Al-
mighty to the sisterly State of 
Qatar more achievements and 
success. (QNA)

Kuwait hails Amir’s 
initiative to invite 
students to attend 
World Cup match
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The Shura Council has rejected a 
european Parliament resolution 
on human rights situation in Qa-
tar, issued on November 24, amid 
the ongoing World Cup 2022. 

In a statement on Monday, 
Speaker of the Shura Council he 
hassan bin Abdullah Al Ghanim 
said that the resolution was based 
on false allegations and mislead-
ing information and continues the 
systematic, suspicious and hei-
nous campaigns targeting Qatar 
over the FIFA World Cup 2022. 
he rejected the resolution and its 
allegations.

The Shura Coouncil added that 
the anti-Qatar campaigns went 
unabated after the World Cup 
kick-off that saw Qatar warmly 
welcoming thousands of multi-
cultural fans in an atmosphere 
of enthusiasm and friendliness, a 
move affirmed by Qatar as a pre-
cious opportunity to enhance the 
values of respect, cultural diversi-
ty, tolerance, and social inclusion.

The statement also fully re-
jected the resolution that triggered 
Qatari people’s resentment  over 
its disinformation and being part 
of the anti-Qatar systematic con-
spiracy schemes.

Despite all Qatar’s efforts to 
host the World Cup along with its 
measures that were discussed by 
the european Parliament itself and 
the Shura Council during mutual 
visits, the european Parliament fa-
vored to back those who reject an 
Arab and Muslim country hosting 
the World Cup, a move that is full 
of  hypocrisy, double standards and 
racism, the statement read.

The european Parliament’s 
stance, based on this resolution, 
ignites calls of hatred between the 
east and the West, widens the gaps 
among cultures, and transcends 
all humanitarian and cultural val-
ues, the statement added. It called  
on the organization as representa-
tive for the european peoples to 
promote anti-hatred speech, back 
people-to-people efforts that com-
bat it and bolster east-West com-

munication, particularly with the 
championship bringing together 
various peoples in an atmosphere 
dominated by love and respect.

The Shura Council also regret-
ted the organisation’s reiteration 
of baseless and fake allegations, 
that raise suspicion behind the 
campaigns. It called upon the or-
ganisation to further verify the 
allegations of casualties among 

thousands of migrants workers, 
especially those who supported 
the country in its World Cup bid in 
the construction sector.

Those allegations are baseless, 
and they are repeatedly refuted, 
not only by Qatar, but by many in-
dependent sides as well, the state-
ment added.

Shura Council rejects EU 
parliament resolution on 
human rights in Qatar
The resolution was based on false and misleading information: Speaker

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrah-
man Al thani met with Italian Minister of Defence Guido Crosetto, who is currently visiting 
the country to attend part of the events of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, on Monday. the 
meeting discussed aspects of bilateral cooperation and topics of mutual interest. (QNA)

Fm mEEtS italian dEFEnCE miniStEr

Shura Council approves  
draft state budget

THe Shura Council has approved 
the draft state budget for the fiscal 
year 2023 and the draft law ap-
proving it. 

The Shura Council Speaker He 
Hassan bin abdullah al ghanim, 
hailed  His Highness the amir of 
State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al Thani’s wise policy. 

He noted  that the draft state 
budget for the fiscal year 2023 
affirms the special importance HH 
the amir attaches to the public 
sectors, which will have a tangible 
positive impact on the country and 
the citizen. 

For their part, members of the 
Shura Council praised the founda-
tions upon which the draft state 
general budget is based, most 

importantly the adoption of the 
medium-term planning principle 
for the general budget, and the 
continuation of work to achieve 
Qatar National Vision 2030, in light 
of the readiness to launch the third 
national strategy 2023-2027 to 
implement the Vision, in pursuit 
of the nation’s elevation and the 
citizen’s well-being, under HH the 
amir’s wise directives. 

The Shura Council members 
affirmed their appreciation for the 
gains and achievements made, 
especially in the health, education, 
and infrastructure fields, looking 
forward to further development 
in these fields and other areas 
to meet the aspirations of the 
citizens. (QNA) page 7

CHairMaN of United States Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign relations Senator Bob 
Menendez praised  Qatar’s success in 

supporting human rights, modernising labour 
market laws and legislations, and protecting 
workers’ rights.

Bob Menendez underlined Qatar’s excellence 
in organising distinctive edition of the World Cup, 
which is characterized by high security, safety, a 
friendly spirit and a large gathering from all over 
the world to celebrate and enjoy the spirit of loving 
generosity and arab hospitality.

“Qatar has come a long way in the develop-
ment of labour rights and it took care of the peo-
ple inside it, which helped in running a successful 
world cup. i think a lot of progresses are taking 
place,” he said.

“i am happy that Qatar has been able to be 
the first country in the region to host this event, 
and Qatar has worked really hard to ensure that 
everyone coming to Qatar enjoys the games and 
the hospitality by its people.”

Bob Menendez continued, “it is nice to see 
the global community coming to enjoy the games 
here in Qatar, we have seen games that are free 
from any problems, we saw the players respect 
each other, and we saw fans respect each other, 
and i think we have seen what the world can be 
like.” (QNA) page 2

We appreciate  
Qatar’s labour 

reforms: US Senator

Continued on page 3 

BrUNO Fernandes scored 
a brace to lead Portugal to 
a 2-0 win over Uruguay and 
secured his team in the last 
16 of the World Cup in Qatar. 
in a game that saw very few 
shots on target, Fernandes 
broke the deadlock in the 
54th. SportS page 2

bruNo brace 
gives PorTugal 

2-0 vicTory 
over uruguay
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CHAIRMAN of the United 
States Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations Senator 
Bob Menendez has applaud-
ed the great accomplishments 
and successes achieved by the 
State of Qatar in supporting 
human rights, modernising 
labour market laws and legis-
lations, and protecting work-
ers’ rights.

Bob Menendez under-
lined Qatar’s excellence in 
making a distinctive edition 
of the World Cup, which is 
characterized by security, 
safety, a friendly spirit and a 
large gathering from all over 
the world to celebrate and en-
joy the spirit of loving gener-
osity and Arab hospitality.

In an exclusive interview 
with QNA, Senator Bob Me-
nendez underlined, “Qatar 
has come a long way in the 
development of labour rights 
and it took care of the people 

inside it, which helped in run-
ning a successful world cup. I 
think a lot of progresses are 
taking place.” 

“I am happy that Qatar 
has been able to be the first 
country in the region to host 
this event, and Qatar has 
worked really hard to ensure 
that everyone coming to Qa-
tar enjoy the games and enjoy 
the hospitality by its people.”

Bob Menendez continued, 
“It is nice to see the global 
community coming to enjoy 
the games here in Qatar, we 
have seen games that are free 
from any bad actions, we saw 
the players respect each oth-
er, and we saw fans respect 
each other, and I think we 
have seen what the world can 
be like.”

The game has rules, and 
everyone has to obey the 
rules, he stressed, calling on 
all people around the world 
to pay a visit to Doha and see 
how welcoming it is. 

“When one comes to Qa-

tar, he has the experience 
to say Wow!” he said, not-
ing that visiting Qatar gives 
the opportunity to enjoy the 
culture and hospitality while 
feeling totally welcome and 
secure.

“My short visit to Doha 
was joyful and I saw that the 
global community came to 
Qatar and were well received 
and well respected. That is 

the best thing that should 
happen around the world,” he 
said.

He spoke about the bilat-
eral ties that connect the US 
and Qatar that are based on 
international cooperation to 
find solutions for conflicts in 
some parts of the world.

“Under the leadership 
of His Highness the Amir of 
State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim 

bin Hamad Al Thani, we 
have dramatically improved 
the relationship between the 
United States and the State 
of Qatar. We are thankful for 
Qatar, for hosting our airbase 
here, and we appreciate that 
Qatar helped us in the evacu-
ation in Afghanistan, and it 
played a major role regarding 
this,” he said.

The US Senator appreci-
ated Qatar’s cooperation with 
the United States in many 
issues in other parts of the 
world, noting that Qatar is an 
ally and a reliable partner of 
the US.

Commending Qatar’s 
hosting of the FIFA World 
Cup, Bob Menendez stressed, 
“Qatar has brought the global 

community together as one, 
in my time here I saw great 
achievements of justice and 
security, and I saw the spirit 
of the Qataris who welcomed 
guests.” 

On the malicious cam-
paigns against Qatar by some 
foreign media, he said, “I 
think it is good to highlight 
what is positive about the 
games. There should be some 
criticism that is a nature of 
hosting any global event. I 
think after the end of that Qa-
tar will be stronger than be-
fore, they will stand up to the 
criticism, they will respond, 
and the most important here 
is not what the press says, but 
what everyone coming to Qa-
tar has of experience.”
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‘Qatar has brought the global 
community together as one’

Al Jazeera has over 90 hrs of WC programmes
AL Jazeera Documentary Channel broad-
casts more than 90 hours of series and 
one-off documentaries about the World 
Cup, shedding light on human stories and 
the 32 qualifying countries in this year’s 
tournament.

During the month-long sporting 
event, the channel is broadcasting films 
in Arabic under the name ‘Tales Behind 

the World Cup’, a collection of unique 
stories and exclusive archives that relive 
the most important historical football 
events globally.

Al Jazeera Documentary Channel’s 
most recent theme ‘People & Stadiums’ 
began broadcasting in October 2022 pre-
viewing a variety of documentaries about 
football and cultures. (TNN)

Social media stars are relishing the 
challenge of ‘Every Beautiful Game’

‘We appreciate Qatar’s 
labour market reforms’
Chairman of US Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee Senator Bob Menendez praises Qatar’s 
labour reforms, FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

It is nice to see the global community coming to enjoy the 
games here in Qatar, we have seen games that are free 
from any bad actions, we saw the players respect each 
other, and we saw fans respect each other, and I think we 
have seen what the world can be like
Senator Bob Menendez

Football fanatics are attending every match of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

FIVE football fanatics are halfway to 
completing an incredible feat – at-
tending every match at this year’s 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

Social media stars Ben Black, 
Gabi Martins, Ossy Marwah, Mer-
cedes Roa and Ruben Slot were cho-
sen to take part in Every Beautiful 
Game – a once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity to be in the stands for all 64 
matches at international football’s 
showpiece tournament. 

The quintet has almost reached 
the halfway point in their challenge, 
which was organised by the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery & Legacy and 
involves attending four matches daily 
for 11 days in a row.

YouTuber Ossy, who has more 
than 5.7m subscribers, said: “Watch-
ing 64 matches at arguably the best 
version of the World Cup ever is out 
of this world. It was tough when we 
started but we’re used to it now. It’s 
all about organisation and routine.”

Highlights have included the ex-
hilarating atmosphere, outstanding 
goals and surprise results.

Mercedes, who has 7.8m TikTok 
followers, said: “Watching Messi 
for the first time and meeting David 
Beckham were insane moments. I 
love everything about football so I 
feel I was born for this challenge. It’s 
a dream to attend every match at the 
World Cup.”

“Richarlison’s second goal for 
Brazil against Serbia was incredible 
– that was a real highlight for me,” 
added Ben, who has more than 5m 
TikTok followers. “The atmosphere 
created by the Brazil fans was some-
thing else.”

The fans are also the highlight 
of Gabi’s experience so far. She said: 
“Being among the fans and living the 
atmosphere is the best part. The Saudi 
Arabians – I love them. And the Bra-

zilians of course. What a journey – and 
we still have many matches to go.”

Ossy’s favourite moment came 
during Saudi Arabia’s shock 2-1 vic-
tory against Argentina. “The highlight 
for me is Saudi Arabia versus Argen-
tina for sure. That second goal – I will 
never forget it.”

An upcoming challenge for the 
group will be attending matches with 

simultaneous kick-off times, which 
might involve attending one game for 
just a few minutes before hotfooting it 
to the next stadium.

Thanks to four matches a day, the 
five have spent all their time watch-
ing football and uploading content. 
When asked what they planned to do 
on the first rest day, the response was 
unanimous: “Sleep!”

Football fans leisurely watch FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 matches on a big screen, in the 
comfort of bean bags and against the backdrop of the beautiful Crescent Tower, in Lusail. 
They are all praise for Qatar, saying nowhere else in the world can they watch football 
matches at this level of comfort and peace.
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BRAZIL legend Cafu has 
praised the festive atmos-
phere in Qatar during the 
first FIFA World Cup in the 

Middle East and Arab world, expect-
ing more excitement as the tourna-
ment continues.

“It’s fantastic. It’s a wonderful 
atmosphere. The atmosphere at 
the matches and the FIFA Fan Fes-
tival has been especially fantastic. 
I have been following the progress 
of things here for many years and 
it’s great to see everything come 
together. I am sure everything will 
get even more exciting as the tour-

nament continues,” the former cap-
tain of Brazil national football team 
and Qatar Legacy Ambassador said 

in an interview with the Supreme 
Committee of Delivery and Legacy 
website.

Cafu praised the efforts exerted 
by Qatar over the past years, which 
resulted in an exceptional organiza-
tion of the global tournament.

“I have been to many fan festi-
vals over the years and I want to say 
congratulations to Qatar for stag-
ing a such a fun event. I have been a 
few times already and watched some 
matches there. I would highly rec-
ommend it and encourage everyone 
to visit,” he said.

“It’s wonderful to see all the fans 
mingling together and enjoying each 
others company. As an ambassador, 
this is what we have been working 
towards for so many years. Football 
brings everyone together,” added 
Cafu, a two-time FIFA World Cup 

winner and the only man to play in 
three consecutive finals.

Asked about Brazils 2-0 victory 
over Serbia in their first match, Cafu 
said:  “It was a wonderful result. It’s 
always great to start a World Cup 
with a victory. It’s a positive way 
to begin and move forward in the 
competition because there will be 
tougher games ahead.” He expected 
Brazils next group match against 
Switzerland to be much more dif-
ficult than the first match, saying: 
“Now we have two teams that have 
both won their first matches. Swit-
zerland showed they are a good team 
and Brazil will need to be ready to 
compete, so we will wait and see 
what happens.”

QNA
DOHA

PRESIDENT of Brazil’s Chamber of Deputies Arthur Cesar has 
hailed the distinguished and exceptional hosting of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, and the advanced level of infrastructure 
in Qatar that supports the success of such global sporting events.

In a statement to Qatar News Agency (QNA), Arthur said that 
Qatar has been able to develop a high-level infrastructure, and 

has showed great ability to 
host and organise global 
sporting events, including 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. He added that the 
International Federation 
of Football Associations 
(FIFA) granted the right to 
host the World Cup to the 
State of Qatar which has 
shown impressive success 
in hosting this event.

The President of Brazil’s 
Chamber of Deputies, who is 
currently visiting the coun-
try, stressed that football and 
sports in general are made to 
bring people and countries 
together and they are im-
portant for the convergence 
of cultures and nations, and 
not a tool for sowing division 
and provoking discord. 

He also expressed 
confidence that the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 will 
achieve such humanitarian 
goals of convergence and 
rapprochement among the 
peoples of the world.

World Cup atmosphere in Qatar is fantastic: Cafu

Qatar shows great 
ability to host major 
sporting events,  
says Brazil official
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Lusail City Towers display flags of Portugal and Uruguay ahead of their confrontation at Lusail Stadium on Monday.

UNITED COLOURS OF WORLD CUP

 
I have been to many fan festivals 
over the years and I want to say 
congratulations to Qatar for 
staging such a fun event. I have 
been a few times already and 
watched some matches there. I 
would highly recommend it and 
encourage everyone to visit.
Former captain of Brazil Cafu

Qatar has been able to develop 
a high-level infrastructure, and 
has showed great ability to host 
and organise global sporting 
events, including the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022

‘Doha has adopted highest safety and security measures at WC’ 
The statement highlighted previ-

ous statements by General Secretary 
of the International Trade Union Con-
federation (ITUC) Sharan Burrow that 
dismissed a European newspaper’s 
estimates for the deaths among World 
Cup infrastructure workers as baseless. 
Earlier Qatar put the number of deaths 
at three, the least compared to all coun-
tries that hosted previous World Cups, 
with Doha adopting the highest safety 
and security measures in the World 
Cup and other construction sites, the 
statement added.

The Council condemned in the 
strongest terms the European Parlia-
ment’s intervention in the State of Qa-
tar’s internal affairs, rejecting diktats 
and attempts to alter the Qatari peo-
ple’s entrenched moral values, stress-
ing that the free exercise of religion 
in the State of Qatar goes in line with 
the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights.

Qatar has never seen, over its histo-
ry, a discrimination based on religion, 
the Shura Council said, highlighting 
the establishment of a Religious Com-
plex as an example of the country’s 
guarantee for non-Muslims to freely 
exercise their religious rites.

The Shura Council stressed that 
Qatar and its people, nationals and 
residents, respect the cultures, orien-
tations, and beliefs of other countries, 

including European countries, and 
therefore it expects other countries to 
respect Qatar’s culture, values, and so-
cial and religious beliefs.

Qatar is an independent country 
that neither accept any dictates from 
others, nor moral lessons from anyone, 
the Council added.

Rejecting the European Parlia-
ment’s calls for Qatar to boost gender 
equality and intensify efforts to in-
crease the representation of women in 
the official labor market, the Council 
hailed Qatar’s equal employment op-
portunities that brought Qatari women 
to senior executive and management 
positions, adding that women consti-
tute more than 40 percent of the work 
force in all fields, especially in educa-
tion, health and social work.

While Europe, and the West in gen-

eral, undergo a gender pay gap, Qatar 
never saw inequalities between wages 
of men and women, the Council said, 
calling on the European Parliament to 
follow up on this matter, reiterating 
the Qatari people’s ultimate rejection 
of the West’s double standards on the 
Arab region.

The Council slammed the organi-
zation’s bribery and corruption alle-
gations regarding Qatars World Cup 
bid, highlighting comments by then 
Chairman of FIFA’s Ethics Commit-
tee Hans-Joachim Eckert in 2014 in 
response to a report by US investigator 
Michael Garcia. Eckert affirmed that 
there would be no reconsideration or 
new vote on granting Russia and Qatar 
the 2018 and 2022 World Cup bids re-
spectively.

Referring to a FIFA Ethics Com-

mittee investigation into corruption 
allegations relating to 2018 and 2022 
World Cup bids, under the chairman-
ship of Garcia, the Council said that re-
surfacing this issue, although those al-
legations were officially denied in 2014 
through documented and independent 
investigations, raises suspicions about 
the real motives behind the move.

The Council added that although 
the European Parliament’s decision 
supported Qatar’s recent efforts to im-
prove labor rights, and reluctantly wel-
comed Qatar’s $320 million payment 
through the Workers’ Support and In-
surance Fund, it insisted on interfering 
in Qatar’s internal affairs demanding 
the expansion of the fund and the full 
implementation of reforms, stressing 
that this proves his bias towards the 
anti-Qatar schemes.

The Council recalled the State of 
Qatar’s 12-year efforts that harnessed 
all its material and human capabilities, 
to welcome the peoples of the world 
and organize a perfect tournament that 
brings East and West together.

At a time when many institutions 
and personalities announced that FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 was the best in 
history, the allegations of Qatar’s in-
eligibility to host the tournament along 
with allegations that the World Cup 
bid in 2010 was not transparent and 
lacked a responsible risk assessment, 
affirms the decision sought to distort 
the championship, adopt a hostile ap-

proach and participate in the system-
atic conspiracy schemes against Qatar, 
the Council added.

The Council highlighted state-
ments by HE President of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union Duarte Pacheco 
that hailed the State of Qatar’s great 
efforts at various levels, to prepare and 
host the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. 
Addressing the 145th IPU Assembly in 
the Rwandan capital Kigali in October, 
His Excellency appreciated the State of 
Qatar’s decision to dismantle 170,000 
seats and giving them to developing 
countries as an assistance to improve 
the sports infrastructure of those coun-
tries, noting that this decision supports 
the goals of sustainable development 
and contributes to enhancing the op-
portunities of developing countries. 
His Excellency also expressed his sat-
isfaction that the 2022 edition is com-
mitted to health and environmental 
aspects as it will be the first carbon-
neutral championship,” stressing that 
these measures support the State of 
Qatar’s approach towards mitigating 
the effects of climate change and pre-
serving the environment.

On behalf of the Qatari people, the 
Shura Council expressed its complete 
rejection of the European Parliament 
decision, calling on it to respect the 
peoples’ aspirations and desires, and 
not to get involved in malicious cam-
paigns targeting Qatar’s World Cup 
hosting.

QSWF showcases diverse events to mark 
National Day and World Cup Qatar 2022

Qatar Social Work Foundation 
(QSWF), an affiliate of the Ministry of So-
cial Development and Family, organised 
a wide range of events at Cultural Village 
Foundation ‘Katara’ in celebration of the 
National Day of Qatar, and in conjunction 
with Qatar’s hosting of FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 amid substantial number of 
visitors and the masses from various na-
tionalities.

The masses and visitors lauded the 
efforts of Qatar in organising the tourna-
ment, noting the events and activities or-

ganised by Qatar Social Work Foundation 
to create an atmosphere of enjoyment for 
visitors, as well as introducing its services 

and those who are in charge of operating 
and caring for these services.

The events that will run until Decem-
ber 18, 2022, include a corner for photog-
raphy and a mural to introduce the insti-
tution and the centers under its umbrella, 
in addition to cultural and recreational 
corners allocated for children which have 
attracted many visitors, as well as activities 
dedicated to the centers and the founda-
tion’s initiatives to introduce the public to 
its efforts and services, along with the cat-
egories covered under its programme.

Continued from page 1 
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Amid the football euphoria 
and excitement of events, the 
Katara Cultural Village on 
monday witnessed high-level 
visits from a number of state 
guests.

dr. Khalid bin ibrahim Al-
Sulaiti, director-general of Ka-
tara Cultural Village Founda-
tion, met with Augusto Santos 
Silva, president of the Portu-
guese Parliament, and present-
ed him with a commemorative 
shield after his tour of the Ka-
tara Traditional dhow Festival 
where he was acquainted with 
a variety of events that evoke 
Qatari and Gulf maritime her-
itage.

meanwhile, the Oud musi-
cal instrument exhibition at the 
Katara Oud Centre continued its 
wonderful artistic activities in 
the presence of a large number 
of Oud lovers conducting three 
sessions (each of these sessions 
are about half an hour).

Earlier this week, the Oud 
instrument exhibition had 
hosted Yemeni musician Aref 
Jamman with his son Salah, 
and presented a group of Gulf 

tunes by great artists like mu-
hammad Abdo, Abdul majeed 
Abdullah, Talal Al-maddah 
and Abu Bakr Salem. 

A diverse audience com-
prising visitors from Costa Rica 
and Spanish-speaking Latin 
American countries, enjoyed 
the event and expressed their 
admiration for the profession-
alism of the Jamman player in 
adapting the Oud to play Arabic 
and international music.

The Katara handicraft mar-
ket is also attracting a large 
number of visitors. Hayya Al-

mohannadi, Head of the Art Ex-
hibitions department, said that 
the demand for handicrafts sold 
in the market is very high due to 
the quality of the products and 
their affordable prices. dolls 
made of cloth, crochet clothes, 
face painting, and flags of the 
countries playing in Qatar 2022 
are in maximum demand. 

There is also a great de-
mand for women’s handmade 
accessories, in addition to cari-
cature drawings of faces.

 The market event also in-
cludes training workshops for 

those wishing to learn some 
handicrafts.

Various events and exhibi-
tions also continue to attract 
the public in the various build-
ings and facilities of the Katara 
Cultural Village. This includes 
the Arabic calligraphy exhi-
bition at the square opposite 
Building 6, through six pavil-
ions, where drawing on glass, 
engraving on copper, drawing 
on paper and face painting 
can be seen. Names are also 
written on coloured sand and 
these works are done by paint-

ers and calligraphers from six 
countries: Syria, iraq, Jordan, 
Sudan and Egypt.

The exhibition finds great 
interest from the public who 
love Arabic calligraphy, includ-
ing foreigners who are attract-
ed by the aesthetics of Arabic 
calligraphy.

QnA
Doha

PRESidENT of the High Coun-
cil of State in Libya Khaled Al-
mashri has affirmed that the 
State of Qatar is continuing to 
organise an exceptional World 
Cup tournament that will leave 
behind a human and civili-
sational legacy to the world 
despite the hateful racist cam-
paigns that try to distort this 
great success.

in a statement to Qatar 
News Agency (QNA), Libya’s 
President of the High Council 
of State expressed pride at the 
amazing FiFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 being held in a man-
ner that’s better than all the 
previous editions. He stressed 
that this gives confidence that 
Arabs are capable of organising 
such tournaments and hosting 
major international events.

“The State of Qatar has 
dazzled the world with this dis-
tinguished organisation of the 
World Cup, and succeeded in 
thwarting the racist schemes 
that try to quench this spar-
kle, divert the world’s attention 
from this distinction and drag 
us into an arena other than that 
of sports through campaigns of 
distortion and misinformation.” 

“We are a nation proud of 
its morals and traditions and 
take the lead in that,” he said. 
Noting that Qatar, in organis-
ing the FiFA World Cup 2022, 
did not only excel in the sport-
ing side of the preparations and 
organisation, but also showed 
its high morals and humanity 
by dealing with the world with 
respect, appreciation and au-
thentic generosity. Therefore, 
the World Cup in Qatar will 

become a milestone in the rela-
tionship between peoples and 
civilisations, and all efforts to 
the contrary will fail, he added.

Al-mashri underlined that 
this World Cup will contribute 
to changing the distorted ste-
reotype of Arabs and muslims, 
after the visitors to Qatar have 
witnessed that elegant and ethi-
cal attitude in which all sublime 
human values and high-end is-
lamic and Arab ethics were em-
bodied. He pointed out that this 
pulled the rug from under the 
feet of those who are trying to 
quench this World Cup sparkle 
that shines from Qatar and the 
middle East region.

He indicated that Qatar’s 
guests from all over the world 
have seen a good treatment and 
an exceptional organisation 
that demonstrated Qatari crea-
tivity, advanced technology, 
and a high level of performance 
at various levels, and this would 
reflect a positive image of the 
Arab and islamic world.

He called on the world to 
focus on sport and the human 
legacy it creates, as well as the 
opportunity it leaves for human-
ity to meet and for engage in cul-
tural communication. He em-
phasised that sports is a means 
to achieve human and civilised 
goals, but “there are those who 
try to drag us into other arenas 
that have nothing to do with 
sport or human values.”

He said that Qatar and 
Libya enjoy deep and historical 
relations. He also praised the 
position of the State of Qatar 
in support of the Libyan people 
and its constant keenness on 
their security and stability and 
on achieving their aspirations 
for peace and development.

World culture, art, handicrafts leave Katara visitors impressed

Argentine fans: Qatar 
is not what Western 
media sought to show

khAlid TAwAlbeh
Doha

WHiLE FiFA World Cup is 
billed as the biggest sports 
event of the world, the ongoing 
edition in Qatar takes it a step 
further in more ways than one. 
And the entire world is taking 
note.

This event is not distinctive 
only because of its interesting 
competitions, but also because 
of the quality of equipment, 
stadiums, infrastructure and 
accompanying entertainment 
events.

maintaining a happy bal-
ance between form and con-
tent, the State of Qatar is cel-
ebrating human diversity in a 
manner that embodies Arab 
hospitality and islamic au-
thenticity, proving to the world 
that its borders do not end at 
the doors of the West.

A number of Argentine 
fans who came to Qatar to at-
tend the World Cup matches 
and cheer their national team, 
confirmed that they respect 
the Arab culture; that they 
found Qatar to be one of the 
most beautiful places in the 
world. They also confirmed 
that they has misconceptions 
about doha before they saw it 
for themselves. The Western 
media, they said showed them 
an ugly side of the Arab region.

They said that they found 
love and respect in Qatar, 
which is the first Arab and 
muslim country to host the 
FiFA World Cup. They also 
found the facilities and ar-
rangements way better than 
seen in the previous editions 
of the World Cup held in major 
countries of the world.

Qatar Tribune spoke to 
a group of Argentine fans in 
doha who praised the Qatari 
efforts. Asked if they knew Qa-
tar before, they said that the 
media does not talk about the 
Arab region unless in the first 
place, and, when they do, they 

portray it as the entire region is 
a terrorist area.

They confirmed that they 
had heard a lot of bad things 
about Qatar, which was quite 
contrary to what they found for 
themselves on arrival.

“We came to watch foot-
ball, to have a good time,” Tizi-
ano Andrew said, adding, “We 
heard many crazy comments. 
We wanted to experience the 
culture of this country and we 
found love and respect, every-
one here is understanding and 
helping.”

When asked about the 
places visited, Camila miguel 
replied: “We went to the larg-
est mosque here, the moham-
med Abdul Wahab mosque. it 
is beautiful.”

She added that her group 
spent a wonderful time here 
and that the tour guide told 
them a lot about islamic cul-
ture, even gifting to them edu-
cational books about islam.

martin Luan, leader of a 
group Argentine fans, com-
mented that Qatar was op-
timally prepared to host the 
World Cup, thanks to the de-
veloped infrastructure, mod-
ern facilities and wonderful 
stadiums, which really made 
the Qatar World Cup the most 
special edition, especially in 
terms of proximity of the ven-
ues. “i was able to watch three 
matches in one day,” he said 
smiling.

He called on all Argentina 
fans to come to Qatar before 
the quarter-final whistle to 
enjoy the wonderful atmos-
phere and not to miss the op-
portunity to experience the 
atmosphere of the World Cup 
in doha and its adjacent areas.

Lourdes Armen Byron, an 
Argentine expat living in Qa-
tar with her husband and sons, 
said that she joined the Argen-
tina fans union because of her 
passion for football, as well as 
her presence and work in the 
media.

Lourdes emphasised that 
the presence of her country’s 

national team led by star play-
er messi in the 22nd edition of 
the World Cup is a big event. 
She hoped that the Argentin-
ian team will go far in the tour-
nament.

For her part, Lara Ethan, 
another member of the Argen-
tine fans union, said that since 
her choice to join the union, 
she has been doing her best 
to promote the World Cup. 
She stressed that Argentine 
fans came to Qatar to support 
their national team, which was 
drawn in Group C along with 
the national teams of mexico, 
Poland and Saudi Arabia.

Ethan pointed out that her 
mission as a fan leader is to 
promote the World Cup finals 
and Qatar’s preparations for 
the championship, which she is 
keen on doing during her com-
munication with various media 
outlets, as well as through so-
cial media platforms.

She concluded by saying: 
“By all indications, FiFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 is an excep-
tional and distinctive tourna-
ment for all fans, whether in 
terms of magnificent stadiums, 
close distances, outstanding 
sports facilities or means of 
transportation that allow easy 
movement between stadiums.”

On a similar note, Ramiro 
Gianfranco stressed that it 
is evident that Qatar has put 
great effort in organising this 
international event. Argentina 
fans are eagerly awaiting the 
quarter-final whistle to see the 
brilliance of the Argentine na-
tional team, he added.

“i do love the Saudi fans 
who showed great respect even 
after losing to Poland, they are 
amazing,” he said.

“But where is Salem?”, he 
asked laughing in response to 
the question often asked by 
Saudi fans “Where is messi?”

Qatar an exemplary 
host and World Cup 
2022 is exceptional, 
says Libyan leader
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President of the High Council of State in Libya Khaled Al-Mashri
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SOUQ WAQIF: FANS’  
favourite destination

Souq Waqif has become a favourite hotspot with FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 fans. From shopping to dining, football fans have been thronging Souq 
Waqif to experience the great Qatari hospitality. 
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MoCI recalls Mercedes-Benz 
GLS of 2020-2022 models

Qatar Charity implements new WASH 
project for Afghan refugees in Pakistan

Qatar Tourism, SC 
partner to produce 
special edition of 
Qatar Calendar

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity (QC), in part-
nership with UNICEF, has em-
barked on the implementation 
of a new water, sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH) project for Af-
ghan refugees and the host com-
munity in Pakistan. 

The project, which is being 
implemented in the six districts 
of Baochistan, is expected to 
benefit some 75,000 people in 
38 targeted refugee villages and 
host communities. 

The project aims to enable the 
refugees and host communities 
to have access to safe drinking 
water and appropriate sanitation 
services, in addition to encourag-
ing safe hygiene practices to keep 
their environments clean.

Health education campaigns 
focus on teaching refugees and 
families how to wash hands, 
spreading the necessary aware-
ness among them, celebrating 
international days of water and 
toilets, and training on how to 
use safe water, in cooperation 
with local authorities.

After the project completion, 
the target population are expect-
ed to have access to safe drink-
ing water and appropriate sani-
tation services with improved 
hygiene behaviour. 

The beneficiary of the pro-
ject said the project has a posi-
tive impact on their lives. 

“Majority of our children 
used to walk barefooted and 
didn’t care about hygiene, but 
after Qatar Charity’s Hygiene 
Promotion sessions, children 

take care of their personal hy-
giene and wear shoes,” said Ab-
dullah Jan, a beneficiary. 

“I used to not wash my 
hands, but after Qatar Charity’s 
team visited and informed me 
about the importance of hand 
washing, I began to wash my 
hands with soap regularly,” said 
Bano Bibi, another beneficiary. 

The initiative was greatly 
welcomed local officials. 

Syed Sajid Hussain, district 
education officer, Loralai dis-
trict, said: “Due to Qatar Char-
ity interventions in schools, the 
students know the importance 
of using latrines and hand wash-
ing with soap, I am especially 
impressed with the children 
awareness regarding seven steps 
of hand washing.”

At the beginning of this year, 

Qatar Charity, in partnership 
with UNICEF, implemented a 
WASH project in the Afghan 
refugee camps in Pakistan’s Bal-
uchistan province. This project 
enabled the target groups to en-
joy their rights to a better health 
by improving sanitation and hy-
giene services, and contributed 
to protecting them from water-
borne diseases.

Qatar Charity, in partner-
ship with UNICEF, also imple-
mented a project in Pakistan 
under the name ‘improved 
health, nutrition and well-being 
of poor and vulnerable people’ 
in the Jhang district of Punjab, 
as well as, in the Quetta and 
Naseerabad districts of Balo-
chistan. The project benefited 
nearly one million people in 
three districts of Pakistan.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AS the country continues to 
welcome football fans from 
across the world, Qatar Tour-
ism (QT) has partnered with 
the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy (SC) to pro-
duce a special edition of Qatar 
Calendar (www.qatarcalendar.
com), detailing more than 30 
major events happening dur-
ing the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022.

By browsing the free calen-
dar, visitors and residents can 
find a compact yet compre-
hensive guide to the wealth of 
exhilarating concerts, fabulous 
fashion shows and wonderfully 
informative cultural events 
occurring across Qatar dur-
ing November and December 
2022. 

Whether fans plan to enjoy 
the grand performances of in-
ternational music superstars, 
immerse themselves in tradi-
tional Qatari culture or sim-
ply soak up in the atmosphere 
at the FIFA Fan Festival, the 
guide is sure to help visitors 
build their off-pitch itineraries.

Commenting on Qatar Cal-
endar’s special edition, Haya 
Al Noaimi, head of the Promo-
tions Sector at Qatar Tourism, 
said: “In the coming weeks, 
a world of music, culture and 
boundless fun awaits Qatar’s 
visitors on and off the pitch. 
We are delighted to work with 
the SC on this special edition of 
Qatar Calendar to ensure that 
our millions of visitors have all 
the information they need to 
enjoy this packed programme 
of events that will perfectly 
complement a ground-break-
ing season of football.”

Fatma Al Nuaimi, executive 
director, Communications & 
Media, SC, said: “We are delight-
ed to partner with QT on this 
special edition of Qatar Calen-
dar, which will provide key infor-
mation for the many fans visiting 
our country to enjoy a unique 
festival of football and numerous 
entertainment activations.”

The special edition Qatar 
Calendar is available in Arabic 
and English. For more infor-
mation on upcoming events, 
visit www.qatarcalendar.com 
and follow @qatarcalendar on 
Facebook and Instagram.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCI), in co-
operation with Nasser Bin Khaled Automobiles, Qatar’s 
Mercedes-Benz dealership, has announced the recall of 
Mercedes-Benz GLS, 2020-2022 models, as the springs 
in the locking mechanism of the seat backrest on the 
third-row seat may not have been installed in accordance 
with factory specifications, which causes possible failure 
in the seat backrest locking function.

The ministry said the recall campaign comes within 
the framework of its ongoing efforts to protect consumers 
and ensure that car dealers follow up on vehicle defects 
and repairs. The ministry said that it will coordinate with 
the dealer to follow up on the maintenance and repair 
works and will communicate with customers to ensure 
that the necessary repairs are carried out. 

The ministry urged all customers to report any vio-
lations to its Consumer Protection and Anti-Commercial 
Fraud Department, which processes complaints, inquires 
and suggestions through Call Center: 16001, email: info@
moci.gov.qa, Twitter @MOCIQATAR, Instagram MO-
CIQATAR and the ministry’s mobile application available 
on iPhone and Android devices MOCI_QATAR

Kai’s Songbird restaurant opens at Corinthia Yacht Club
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

KAI’S Songbird, a distinguished 
Nanyang Chinese dining experi-
ence, by Kai Mayfair, London’s 
coveted Michelin-starred restau-
rant, has opened at the exclusive 
Corinthia Yacht Club in Porto 
Arabia at The Pearl-Island. 

Kai’s signature ‘liberated 
Nanyang’ cooking style has 
gained global reputation by com-
bining authenticity with culinary 
ingenuity to create the gastro-
nomical mark that defines the 
restaurant. 

Nanyang refers to China’s 
Southern Seas, a tropical region 
blessed with an incredible diver-
sity of spices, cultures and cook-
ing techniques. The ‘Liberated 
Chinese Cooking’ experience 
represents the founders’ vision 
of being true to their heritage 
while simultaneously exploring 
innovative and artistic cooking 
expressions. 

Commenting on the occa-
sion, Founder of Kai Mayfair and 
Kai’s Songbird Bernard Yeoh 
said, “Since its establishment, 
Kai Mayfair’s mission was to de-
liver an unparalleled culinary ex-
perience, which is influenced by 
my fondest childhood memories 
of cooking back home and of the 
delicacies of the Nanyang region.

“Diversity is what forms the 
basis of the flavours that we grew 
up with and essentially what we 
strive to maintain, but with the 
creative freedom and knowledge 
that we are not bound to follow 
tradition.”

Bernard added, “What’s 
amazing about the Middle East, 
particularly Qatar, are the people 
— from every corner of the globe 
— that have gathered in Doha, 
each with their own story to tell, 
adventure to share and ‘song’ to 
sing. Kai’s Songbird is a place 
where those stories are told, its 
interior creates an atmosphere 
and environment reminiscent of 

a beautiful, ever-evolving piece 
of music, where each element 
has its own intrinsic beauty that 
combines into a glorious sym-
phony of light, colour, sound, 
texture, scent and flavour.”

Kai’s Songbird menu high-
lights the heritage of Nanyang’s 
Chinese flavors and textures, 
providing a full-sensory experi-
ence of the restaurant’s majestic 
aura. Star items on the menu in-
clude the Salmon ‘Heritage Yee 
Sang’ – salmon with zucchini, 
deep fried carrots, crispy spring-
roll pastry, pomelo, lemon leaf, 
peanuts, sesame, onion oil plum 
and peach dressing. 

To warm the soul, hot start-
ers include a wide range such 
as the Wasabi Prawns mixed 
with mango and basil seeds, the 
Wagyu Wan-Tan Dumpling – a 
classic wan-tan dumpling filled 
with wagyu beef and foie gras 
served with an intense jus reduc-
tion, as well as the Nest of Impe-
rial Jewels - a classic cos lettuce 
wrap with chopped chicken with 
oyster sauce as well as the iconic 
London’s Aromatic Crispy Duck. 

Guests can further indulge 
in the flavours from the South 
Asian communities of the Asian 
tropical islands, such as a deli-
cate infusion of turmeric and 

coconut, or the Japanese Wagyu 
‘Grade A-5’ coupled with three 
types of garlic. 

The meats section ranges 
from roast lamb chops mari-
nated with a wet rub of ginger 
and coriander paste, to a succu-
lent ‘Slow Cooked Short Rib with 
Bao Buns’ with rich, intense beef 
jus, ribbons of leek, pickles of cu-
cumber, radish, and carrots, and 
even the classic Nanyang Chick-
en and Cashew mixed with dried 
chilies and ginger. 

Fish and shellfish dishes 
include Whole ‘Cumi Cumi’ Ca-
lamari Roasted in Banana Leaf 
- topped with finely chopped 
roasted garlic and glazed with a 
thick, smoky, sweet soy and fin-
ished with grated lime zest.

If you’re still convinced that 
fairy tales don’t exist, you may 
change your mind when you 
discover that ‘Chocolate Does 
Grow on Trees’, especially when 
they’re made out of a Valrhona 
chocolate fondant, sesame mac-
aroon ‘caps’, hazelnuts, praline 
ice-cream and chestnut paste.

From the moment they walk 
in, guests are greeted with a rich 
yet delicate symphony of a song-
bird’s tune, mingling with the 
lingering smell of green apples 
stacked from floor to ceiling. 

Matthew Dixon, managing 
director of Corinthia Hotels and 

Corinthia Yacht Club, said: “We 
are proud to be home for one of 
London’s flagships fine-dining 
restaurants, which is a favourite 
among Qatar’s community.

“To host Kai’s first interna-
tional restaurant reflects our 
commitment in unlocking new 
horizons of luxury in Qatar and 
the region. We are bringing only 
the best of hospitality, service 
and dining, and we look forward 
to welcoming diners to Corinthia 
Yacht Club to experience the 
magnificence of Kai’s Songbird.”

Luis Santos, general man-
ager of Kai’s Songbird, said: 
“Qatar is known to host some of 
the most spectacular fine-dining 
experiences. With the opening of 
Kai’s Songbird, we are commit-
ted to delivering an exceptional 
level of service that will not only 
shake Qatar’s gastronomical 
scene but also provide guests 
with an astounding experience 
at one of the most exclusive pri-
vate clubs in Qatar.”

Doha’s Kai’s Songbird is lo-
cated on the ground floor of Qa-
tar’s most exclusive address, the 
Corinthia Yacht Club, providing 
an exceptionally elevated space 
to experience innovative and 
artistic gastronomical expres-
sions in a magical setting located 
on the beautiful waters of The 
Pearl-Qatar.

Amir sends greetings to president of Mauritania
The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani on Monday 

sent a cable of congratulations to President of Mauritania Mohamed Ould 
Cheikh Mohamed El Ghazouani on his country’s Independence Day
Amir sends greetings to president of Albania

The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani on Monday 
sent a cable of congratulations to President of Albania Bajram Begaj on his 
country’s Independence Day. (QNA)
Deputy Amir congratulates president of Mauritania 

The Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani sent 
on Monday a cable of congratulations to President of Mauritania Mohamed 
Ould Cheikh Mohamed El Ghazouani on his country’s Independence Day. 
(QNA)
Deputy Amir congratulates president of Albania 

The Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani sent 
on Monday a cable of congratulations to President of Albania Bajram Begaj 
on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)
PM sends greetings to Mauritanian counterpart

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin 
Abdulaziz Al Thani on Monday sent a cable of congratulations to Prime Min-
ister of Mauritania Mohamed Ould Bilal Massoud on his country’s Independ-
ence Day. (QNA)
PM congratulates Albanian counterpart

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin 
Abdulaziz Al Thani on Monday sent a cable of congratulations to Prime Min-
ister of Albania Edi Rama on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

HAMMADI MEETS IAEA DIRECTOR-GENERAL

Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs HE Dr Ahmed 
bin Hassan Al Hammadi on Monday met with Director-General of 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Rafael Mariano 
Grossi, who is currently in the country to attend some of FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 activities. During the meeting, they dis-
cussed aspects of cooperation between Qatar and IAEA, and other 
issues of mutual interest. (QNA)

Quick read



QNA 
DOHA

THE Shura Council, at a meet-
ing chaired by its Speaker 
HE Hassan bin Abdullah Al 
Ghanim on Monday, completed 
its discussion of the draft state 
budget for the fiscal year 2023 
and the draft law approving the 
budget, reviewing the report 
of the Financial and Economic 
Affairs Committee on the two 
aforementioned drafts.

After extensive discus-
sions that reflected a deep un-
derstanding of the goals and 
foundations of the budget, the 
Council approved the draft 
state budget for the 2023 fiscal 
year and the draft law approv-
ing it.

Secretary-General of the 
Shura Council HE Dr Ahmed 
bin Nasser Al Fadhala said the 
Council also reviewed a draft 
law on combating the conceal-
ment of non-Qatari practice of 
commercial, economic and pro-

fessional activities in violation 
of the law referred by the gov-
ernment. The Council decided 
to refer it to the Financial and 
Economic Affairs Committee 
for study and to submit a report 
to the Council.

The speaker of the Council 
praised the Amir His Highness 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani’s wise policy, noting that 
the draft state budget for the 
fiscal year 2023 affirms the spe-

cial importance HH the Amir 
attaches to the public sectors 
included in the budget, which 
will have a tangible positive 
impact on the country and the 
citizen.

For their part, members 
of the Shura Council praised 
the foundations upon which 
the draft state general budget 
is based, most importantly the 
adoption of the medium-term 
planning principle for the gen-

eral budget and the continua-
tion of work to achieve Qatar 
National Vision 2030, in light 
of the readiness to launch the 
third national strategy 2023-
2027 to implement the Vision, 
in pursuit of the nation’s eleva-
tion and the citizen’s well-being 
under HH the Amir’s wise di-
rectives.

The Council members af-
firmed their appreciation for 
the gains and achievements 

made, especially in the health, 
education and infrastructure 
fields, looking forward to fur-
ther development in these fields 
and other areas to meet the as-
pirations of the citizens.

During the session, the 
Speaker of the Shura Council 
informed the members of the 
content of the letter addressed 
to the Speaker of the Arab Par-
liament, which included the 
Council’s denunciation of the 

Arab Parliament Speaker’s per-
sonal position and his insist-
ence not to condemn the mali-
cious campaigns against Qatar’s 
hosting of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, despite the solidar-
ity and support of the majority 
of members of the Arab Par-
liament expressed by issuing a 
statement in this regard.

He said that the Shura 
Council expressed its strong 
dissatisfaction with this un-
friendly position which contra-
dicts the principles upon which 
the parliament was established 
and serves foreign agendas that 
are not in the interest of the 
Arab people. 

Meanwhile, the speaker 
appreciated the positions sup-
portive to Qatar by a number 
of regional and international 
parliamentary organisations 
and unions, such as the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU), the 
Parliamentary Union of the OIC 
Member States, and the Arab 
Inter-Parliamentary Union.

Qatar Airways to resume flights to Taif 
with three weekly flights from January 3

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Airways (QA) has announced 
that it will resume services to Taif from 
January 3, 2023 with three weekly 
flights. This is the airline’s sixth destina-
tion in Saudi Arabia.

The resumption of services will en-
able passengers flying from and to Taif to 
benefit from the airline’s extensive inter-
national network to across Asia, Africa, 
Europe and the Americas via the World’s 
Best Airport, Hamad International Air-
port. Qatar Airways flight QR1206 will 
depart from Hamad International Air-
port at 07:40, arriving at 10:10 at Taif 
International Airport. Qatar Airways 
flight QR1207 will depart from Taif In-
ternational Airport at 11:10 and arrive at 
Hamad International Airport at 13:20.

Qatar Airways is currently operating 
two daily flights from Riyadh, four daily 
flights from Jeddah, two daily flights 
from Medina, five daily flights from 
Dammam and a daily flight from Qassim.

Qatar Airways recently announced 
that Privilege Club has officially adopt-
ed Avios as its reward currency, open-

ing up a world of new opportunities for 
members travelling across the airline’s 
extensive network. This partnership of-
fers a combination of benefits, includ-
ing a wide range of greater guaranteed 
award seats and competitive prices on 
Qatar Airways flights, in addition to 
experiencing the World’s Best Airline 
and enjoying the World’s Best Airport, 
Hamad International Airport (HIA). 

Hamad International Airport (HIA) 
ranked “Best Airport in the World” for 
the second year in a row by SKYTRAX 
World Airport Awards 2022, is prepar-
ing to welcome 58 million passengers 
annually. A stunning expansion was re-
cently unveiled featuring a 10,000-sqm, 
lush, tropical indoor garden named 
“The Orchard.” Drenched in natural 
light and featuring sustainably sourced 
plants and shrubs, it offers a show-
stopping, luxury shopping experience 
to passengers with many first-of-a-kind 
retail outlets.

Qatar Airways currently flies to 
more than 150 destinations worldwide, 
connecting through its Doha hub, Ham-
ad International Airport, voted by Skyt-
rax as the ‘World’s Best Airport’.

QNA 
THE HAGUE

QATAR has been elected for the membership of the Executive 
Council of the Organization of the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW) during the 27th session of the Conference 
of the States Parties currently being convened in The Hague.

The election reflects the confidence of the international 
community and with the international organisations in the con-
structive role undertaken by Qatar in discharging the functions 
of The Hague-based organisation.

The executive council, which is composed of 41 members, 
undertakes and executes the decisions and supervises the ac-
tivities of the technical secretariat of the organisation, as well 
as its responsibility for strengthening the effective implementa-
tion of OPCW and compliance.

TRIBUNE NEWS NET-

WORK
DOHA

QATAR Museums has an-
nounced free-of-charge 
entry to all museums for 
GCC residents and nation-
als, effective immediately 
until the end of the FIFA 
World Cup 2022 Qatar 

upon presentation of their 
national ID cards. This ap-
plies to all charged tickets 
with the exception of M7’s 
Valentino Forever exhibi-
tion.

With this initiative, 
GCC residents and nation-
als will have free access to 
Qatar’s extensive portfolio 
of galleries and museums, 
including National Muse-

um of Qatar, the Museum 
of Islamic Art, and the 3-2-
1 Qatar Olympic & Sports 
Museum, and can enjoy 
free admission to a num-
ber of ongoing exhibitions, 
such as Baghdad: Eye’s 
Delight (the Museum of Is-
lamic Art), World of Foot-
ball (3-2-1 Qatar Sports & 
Olympic Museum), and 
Lusail Museum: Tales of 

a Connected World (QM 
Gallery – Al Riwaq).

Interested individuals 
can find more information 
regarding Qatar Museum 
entities during the World 
Cup period and beyond, as 
well as more detailed visi-
tor guidelines A Football 
Fan’s Guide to Qatar Mu-
seums - Qatar Museums 
(qm.org.qa)

Qatar elected as member of 
Executive Council of OPCW

Qatar Museums gives GCC residents, 
nationals free access to all museums

Shura Council approves draft state budget

Global energy innovation award for Qatar’s leading scientist
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR’S leading scientist and 
founding chairman of the Gulf 
Organisation for Research 
and Development (GORD), Dr 
Yousef Alhorr has received a 
global recognition for his energy 
innovation aimed at providing 
ecofriendly cooling solutions. 

At the Association of Energy 
Engineer’s AEE World Confer-
ence held at Georgia World Con-
gress Center in Atlanta, United 
States of America, Dr Alhorr was 
awarded with the international 
title of the Energy Innovator of 
the Year 2022. 

He led the research and de-
velopment of Synergia7n1 – a 
hybrid ultra-efficient, patented 
cooling system for indoor and 
outdoor spaces. 

The system is patented from 
the UK Intellectual Property 
Office and registered with the 
World Intellectual Property Or-
ganization (WIPO).

Speaking about his inno-
vation, Dr Alhorr said, “Syn-
ergia7n1 was born out of the 
critical need to address climate 

change by tackling our energy 
footprint, especially in the con-
text of MENA region’s arid and 
hot climate. By consolidating 
seven distinct solutions, Syner-
gia provides an ecofriendly al-
ternative to conventional fresh 
air-conditioning units for indoor 
and outdoor spaces within pro-
jects of all sizes. It can save up to 
50 percent of energy consump-
tion compared to the conven-
tional compressor-based fresh 
air-handling units.” 

Dr Alhorr added that his ef-

forts in the field of environmen-
tal sustainability are in line with 
the climate goals outlined in Qa-
tar National Environment and 
Climate Change Strategy (QNE) 
launched recently in response to 
the State’s obligations towards 
the Paris Agreement to limit the 
rise of temperature to less than 
1.5 C.  

In countries like Qatar, 
where hot and humid climate 
prevails for a great part of the 
year, the energy demand for 
cooling is paramount, making 

sustainable cooling technolo-
gies one of the core strategies 
towards energy transition and 
climate action. 

Dr Alhorr led the delegation 
of GORD that participated in 
the Association of Energy Engi-
neer’s AEE World Conference 
held at Georgia World Congress 
Center in Atlanta, USA. 

As part of GORD’s activities 
at AEE World, the organisa-
tion’s founding chairman partic-
ipated in a panel discussion with 
leading international experts on 

the current state of the energy 
industry and the transition to-
wards net-zero energy. 

During the two-day exhibi-
tion organized in conjunction 
with AEE World Conference, 
sustainability experts from 
GORD provided live demon-
strations of innovative solutions 
offered by GORD as part of its 
energy efficiency ecosystem. 

The 3D model for Syner-
gia7n1 attracted energy experts’ 
interest in learning more about 
the innovative ultra-efficient, 

multi-mode fresh air-handling 
unit developed by GORD. The 
model provided a visual rep-
resentation of how the three 
well-known technologies for 
cooling, including the desiccant 
dehumidification, indirect evap-
orative cooling and the vapour 
compression cycle, in addition 
to various energy harvesting 
techniques were integrated in 
a synergetic manner to outper-
form the conventional cooling 
systems available in the market 
in terms of efficiency and energy 
saving up to 50 percent.  

Various contractors, consult-
ing firms and manufacturers in-
dicated their interest in adopting 
the technology as manufactur-
ers, integrators or implementers. 

GORD’s presence at AEE 
World was motivated by the need 
to explore multisectoral syner-
gies to catalyse green transfor-
mation. To this end, the organi-
sation’s participation resulted 
in attracting interests of various 
international organisations in 
GORD’s energy innovations.  

Since 2021, GORD is also 
leading the official AEE Qatar 
Chapter.
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Dr Yousef Alhorr with Synergia7n1 display model.



QNA
DOHA

Q
ATAR has fulfilled all its 
obligations towards or-
ganising an exceptional 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, which is being 

held for the first time in the 
region, a top Supreme Com-
mittee for Delivery and Legacy 
(SC) official has said.

Khalid Al Mawlawi, Deputy 
Director General, Marketing, 
Communications & Event Ex-
perience at SC, said Qatar man-
aged to achieve records since 
the kick-off of the tournament.

In an exclusive interview 
with QNA, Al Mawlawi said that 
football fans worldwide were 
able to live a unique experience 
during the tournament, the most 
outstanding in the FIFA history.

He added that the World 
Cup-associated activities ena-
bled fans to live a flexible and 
easy experience in all its as-
pects. 

He highlighted that the ac-
tivities ranging from cultural to 
entertainment to societal, saw 
great public participation and 
community interaction.

Al Mawlawi noted that the 
tournament achieved record-
breaking ticket purchase and 
fan attendance, adding the 
championship offered an ex-
ceptional experience in the life 
of fans watching it from inside 
Qatar or around the world 
through television screens.

Qatar faced many chal-
lenges before and during the 
tournament, but it succeeded 
in organizing a historic event 
on behalf of the entire Arab 

world, and sent a message 
through to the whole world 
that Qatar has proven that the 
Arab world deserves to host 
this great event, Al Mawlawi 
said.

He added that the tourna-
ment-linked entertainment 
events are held in many regions 
nationwide and renewed daily, 
adding they always offer sur-
prises to the fans who enjoy the 

atmosphere of the tournament 
in Qatar.

The tournament is pro-
ceeding according to what was 
planned and announced in 
terms of organizational pro-

cedures, since Qatar won the 
World Cup bid 12 years ago, as 
great work has been done in all 
aspects related to hosting this 
event for the first time with no 
obstacles, Al Mawlawi said.

Al Mawlawi stressed the 
legacy and sustainability after 
the championship, including 
the stadiums that can be dis-
mantled, to serve the entire 
region.

Amid pressures and criti-
cism, the Organizing Commit-
tee for the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 focused on accom-
plishing the main task - to or-
ganize the best tournament in 
FIFA history, he added.

The World Cup broke all 
viewership records through 
the best and most modernized 
television broadcasting in the 
tournament history.

Qatar has fulfilled all WC promises: SC official
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Fans from across the globe celebrate football dur-
ing the ongoing FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. The 
fans feel a sense of security and safety, and enjoy 
the spirit of loving generosity and Arab hospitality. 

FAN-TASTIC

Qatar faced many 
challenges before 
and during the 

tournament, but it succeeded 
in organising a historic event 
on behalf of the entire Arab 
world, and sent a message 
through to the whole world 
that Qatar has proven that 
the Arab world deserves to 
host this great event.”
—Khalid Al Mawlawi, Deputy Director 
General, Marketing, Communications 
& Event Experience at SC



AGENCIES 

PRIME Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday said that tak-
ing over the presidency of the 
“powerful” G20 group of na-
tions from next month will give 
an opportunity to every citizen 
of India to celebrate and show-
case the country’s soft power 
and diverse culture to the 
world. He also highlighted In-
dia’s capability to provide solu-
tions to the various challenges 
being faced by the world, spe-
cially those related to peace, 
unity, environment and sus-
tainable development.

In his monthly radio ad-
dress Mann ki Baat, the PM 
said the country must utilise 
the opportunity by focusing on 

global good. “...the presidency 
of G20 has arrived as a big op-
portunity for us. We have to 
make full use of this opportu-
nity and focus on global good, 
world welfare. Whether it is 
peace or unity, sensitivity to-
wards the environment, or sus-
tainable development, India 
has solutions to challenges re-
lated to these. The theme that 
we have given ‘One Earth, One 
Family, One Future’ shows our 
commitment to ‘vasudhaiva 
kutumbakam’,” he said.

Modi elaborated on how 
the G20 has a partnership 
comprising two-thirds of the 

world’s population, three-
fourths of world trade, and 85 
percent of world GDP. India 
is going to preside over this 
group from December 1. 

India will host several pro-
grammes related to G20 in 
different parts of the country 
in the coming days. Stating 
that during this period, peo-
ple from different parts of the 
world will visit different states, 
Modi said. He also hailed the 
development last week of In-
dia sending its first such rocket 
into space that was designed 
and prepared by the country’s 
private sector.

‘G20 presidency big opportunity for India’

Europeans find it harder to 
make ends meet, EU agency 

DPA 
BRUSSELS 

MORE Europeans find it diffi-
cult to make ends meet, the Eu-
ropean Union’s statistics agency 
Eurostat reported on Monday.

The share of the population 
able to make ends meet with 
great difficulty or with difficulty 
is rising, Eurostat said, based on 
data from 10 European Union 
countries for the second quarter 
of 2022.

Bulgarians were in the most 
precarious position of the sur-
veyed countries, with 39.8 per-
cent of respondents saying they 
experience difficulties or great 
difficulties in covering neces-
sary expenses.

At least one in five people 
had difficulties or great difficul-
ties making ends meet in Bul-
garia, Slovakia, Italy and France 
in the second quarter of 2022, 
according to Eurostat figures.

Finns experienced the least 
financial worries with 11 per-
cent reporting great difficulties 
or difficulties and 40.5 percent 
saying they can make ends meet 
very easily or easily.

Most people reported a 
stable or increased level of in-
come for the surveyed period, 
Eurostat said.

Belgium, Bulgaria, Ire-

land, France, Italy, Luxem-
bourg, Austria, Slovenia, Slo-
vakia and Finland provided 
data, the statistics agency 
said.

At least one in five people 
had difficulties or great diffi-
culties making ends meet in 
Bulgaria, Slovakia, Italy and 
France in the second quar-
ter of 2022. 

Major police presence, more arrests 
as China COVID protests continue

DPA 
BEIJING 

PROTESTS against the Chi-
nese government’s strict coro-
navirus containment measures 
continued in several cities on 
Monday, with police cracking 
down on hundreds of demon-
strators near Beijing’s diplo-
matic quarter.

Police have massively in-
creased their presence in sev-
eral major cities. In the capi-
tal Beijing, in Shanghai and 
several other cities with over 
a million inhabitants, security 
forces were increasingly visible 
on the streets on Monday.

Police officers also exam-
ined mobile phones of passers-
by for suspicious information, 
as witnesses reported on social 
media.

Several protesters have 
been detained since the week-
end, though it was initially not 
clear how many.

“What they are addressing 
is not a reflection of what has 
actually happened,” Foreign 
Office spokesperson Zhao Li-
jian said in Beijing in response 
to a journalist’s question about 
the demonstrations.

In his remarkably brief re-
sponse, the spokesperson also 
expressed his conviction that 
the fight against the pandemic 
would be successful - “under 

the leadership of the Commu-
nist Party and with the support 
of the people.” The protests, 
highly unusual in the Commu-
nist-ruled country with more 
than 1.4 billion inhabitants, 
were apparently triggered by 
anger over a deadly fire that 
broke out in a residential 
building in the regional capital 
of Xinjiang, Ürümqi, in which 
at least 10 people were killed 
last week.

Several residents said on 
social media that the coronavi-
rus restrictions had hampered 
rescue efforts, with some peo-
ple struggling to escape the 
burning building due to locked 
doors. Some also left their 
apartments too late, or not at 
all, out of fear of violating the 
lockdown restrictions, accord-
ing to reports.

Large parts of the Xinji-
ang region and its capital have 
been under lockdown for more 
than 100 days.

In what could be seen as 
a protest against censorship, 
many demonstrators on Mon-
day held up blank sheets of 
paper, shouting slogans like 
“Lift the lockdowns,” and “We 
don’t want PCR testing, we 
want freedom.” People also 
took to the streets in Shanghai, 
Chengdu, Chongqing, Wuhan 
and Nanjing. Video footage of 
the protests circulating on so-

cial media quickly disappeared 
amid China’s censorship rules.

The Foreign Correspond-
ents’ Club of China (FCCC) 
criticised Chinese police for 
their crackdown on journalists 
during protests in Shanghai 
and Beijing.

“Journalists from several 
media outlets were physically 
harassed by police while cover-
ing the unrest,” the FCCC said 
on Monday. At least two jour-
nalists had been temporarily 
detained, it said.

Earlier, the BBC said its re-
porter Ed Lawrence had been 
detained in Shanghai and said 
he had been abused by police 
officers. Lawrence was beaten 
by police officers during the ar-
rest, even though he had jour-
nalistic accreditation. He was 

only released hours later.
A spokesperson for the Bei-

jing Foreign Ministry justified 
the arrest on Monday by saying 
that the reporter had not iden-
tified himself as a journalist 
and had not voluntarily shown 
his press card.

China is currently seeing its 
highest COVID-19 case num-
bers since the beginning of the 
pandemic. On Monday, the 
health commission in Beijing 
reported a record number of 
some 40,000 new cases.

Extensive restrictions on 
movement are currently in 
place in multiple Chinese cit-
ies with more than 1 million 
inhabitants, such as Beijing, 
the severely affected southern 
Chinese city of Guangzhou and 
Chongqing.

China is currently seeing its highest 
COVID-19 case numbers since the beginning 
of the pandemic.

A protester scuffles with police during a rally for the victims of a deadly 
fire as well as a protest against China’s harsh COVID-19 restrictions in 
Beijing on Monday. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
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MOSCOW: Russia has postponed planned disarmament talks 
on strategic nuclear weapons between Moscow and Washington 
at short notice. “Russia has unilaterally postponed the meeting 
and declared to propose new dates,” the US embassy in Moscow 
announced on Monday, according to the daily Kommersant. The 
Foreign Ministry in Moscow confirmed the postponement of the 
planned consultations. The START Treaty for the reduction of strate-
gic nuclear weapons, originally signed between US president Ronald 
Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, was last extended by 
five years in February 2021. Talks on the future of the treaty were 
to be conducted in Cairo starting Tuesday through December 6. The 
plan was for both sides to listen to the respective accusations of 
the other side during the consultations. This mainly concerns the 
issue of mutual inspections of strategic weapons. (DPA)

Russia postpones nuclear disarmament 
talks with Washington

News 
in brief

At least 10 dead in terrorist attack on 
hotel in Mogadishu
MOGADISHU: At least 10 people were killed when armed attackers 
stormed a hotel near the presidential palace in the Somali capital 
Mogadishu, according to the police. Among the victims are two 
individuals with dual Somali-British citizenship, Mohamed Dahir 
of the Somali police told dpa. The hotel, which is popular among 
politicians, was still under siege late on Sunday. Somali Minister of 
Internal Security Ahmed Mohamed Doodishe was injured in the at-
tack, police said. The al-Shabaab terrorist militia reported of fight-
ing inside the hotel on their radio station. The Mogadishu attack 
came two days after a large-scale operation by the Somali military 
in the centre of the country in which at least 100 al-Shabaab 
fighters, including 10 milita leaders, were killed, according to the 
armed forces. Somalia has been a war-torn, barely governed coun-
try for decades, largely due to the presence of al-Shabaab. (DPA)

Drugs seized in Europol crackdown on 
cocaine ‘supercartel’

Death toll rises to eight on Italian island 
in wake of weekend storm

THE HAGUE: Almost 50 people have been arrested in several 
European countries and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) as part of 
a long-running operation against a cocaine “supercartel.” The Eu-
ropean police authority released details of the coordinated raids 
in the Hague on Monday. Among those arrested were six who 
are classified as “high-level” drug lords, all of whom were appre-
hended in Dubai. Police forces from Spain, France, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, the UAE and the US were involved in the operations 
in November 2022 and the previous year. The raids had targeted 
both a command centre and the logistical infrastructure for drug 
trafficking in Europe. Those arrested are said to have formed 
a cartel that controlled about one third of the cocaine trade in 
Europe and engaged in extensive money laundering. Europol says 
the scale of cocaine smuggling into Europe under the control of 
this cartel was “huge,” with more than 30 tonnes of drugs seized 
in the course of the investigation. (DPA)

ROME: The death toll following a severe weekend storm on the 
southern Italian island of Ischia has risen to eight, authorities 
said. Rescue found an eighth body after Saturday’s severe storm. 
It was a man, according to a message posted by the fire brigade 
on Twitter on Monday. The search team found him in Casamic-
ciola, one of the towns in the north of the island hit hard by heavy 
rain and storms. This brought the number of people still missing 
down to four. The dead from the heavily hit area now include a 
22-month-old baby, a 58-year-old Bulgarian man, a 6-year-old girl, 
an 11-year-old boy, a 32-year-old man and two women, aged 30 
and 31. Rescuers say they plan to keep the search going. Divers 
are checking vehicles washed into the sea for bodies. A special 
commissioner is to be provided with €2m for reconstruction.(DPA)

Putin trying to use winter as 
weapon against Ukraine: NATO

AGENCIES 

RUSSIAN President Vladimir 
Putin is now trying to use the 
“winter as a weapon of war 
against Ukraine”, NATO’s 
chief says as he warns of more 
attacks on the nation’s power 
grid.

Hours earlier, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy also warned of more mis-
sile strikes and urged Ukrain-
ians to prepare for a tough 
week ahead as critical supplies 
remain limited.

Russia’s invasion has “in-
creased the real threat posed 
by weapons of mass destruc-
tion”, according to the Organi-
sation for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons.

Russia will likely continue 
attacking Ukraine’s power 

grid, gas infrastructure and es-
sential services for the people, 
NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg said.

“Doing that when we en-
ter winter demonstrates that 
President (Vladimir) Putin is 
now trying to use … the win-

ter as a weapon of war against 
Ukraine,” he told reporters at 
a news conference in Bucha-
rest ahead of a two-day NATO 
foreign ministers’ meeting.

In its daily briefing, Rus-
sia’s Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) says more than 100 

Ukrainian servicemen were 
killed in a recent battle.

In Dnipro, “eight armoured 
vehicles and five vehicles were 
destroyed during loading onto 
railway transport. In addition, 
more than 100 Ukrainian ser-
vicemen were killed,” the up-
date read.

It added that Russian air 
defence systems destroyed 
seven Ukrainian unmanned 
aerial vehicles in the Luhansk, 
Donetsk and Kherson regions.

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy has warned 
that Russia is planning new 
strikes, urging forces and 
citizens to be prepared amid 
freezing temperatures.

“We understand that the 
terrorists are planning new 
strikes. We know this for a 
fact,” Zelenskyy said in his 
nightly video address on Sun-
day.

“And as long as they have 
missiles, they, unfortunately, 
will not calm down.” He added 
that the coming week could be 
as difficult as the previous one.

Last week’s air attacks on 
Kyiv left much of the country 
without power and water af-
ter critical infrastructure was 
again targeted.

An elderly woman carrying a bucket walks along the road near 
Bakhmut, on Sunday, amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
warned of more 
missile strikes and 
urged Ukrainians to 
prepare for a tough 
week ahead. 

A woman, wearing a protective 
face mask, shops for fruits and 
vegetables at the Bastille Market 
in Paris, France. 



Tribune news neTwork
Doha 

QNB Group, the Official Mid-
dle East and Africa Supporter 
of the FIFA World Cup 2022, 
issued a brand new Visa vir-
tual prepaid card for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, mark-
ing the first card of its kind 
aimed at providing residents 
and visitors an easy, rewarding 
and safe experience during the 
tournament.

This comes as an addition 
to the bank’s wide selection of 
digital products and services, 
focused on providing FIFA 
World Cup fans and visitors 
with an easy, convenient, and 
widely accepted digital pay-
ment method, and as a part 
of its efforts to work towards 
cashless payments.

Users will have to down-
load the QNB Mobile App and 
submit an automated applica-
tion using a few simple steps. 
After verification, cards will 
be issued instantly and free of 
charge, and customers will be 
able to load them using any of 
their cards safely during the 
exclusivity period.

Commenting on the 
launch, QNB Group Retail 
Banking General Manager 
Adel Ali Al Malki said, “We 
are very proud to be the first 
bank in Qatar to launch a fully 
digitized card and continue to 
be the regional leader in im-
plementing the latest, cutting-
edge payment technology with 
the highest security standards. 

We are pleased to have worked 
with our strategic partner, Visa 
to bring about this latest pay-
ment product in time for the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
aiming to further accelerate 
the cashless agenda.”

Visa Country Manager for 
Qatar Sudheer Nair said, “We 
are proud to partner with QNB 
to bring football fans this in-

novative Visa virtual prepaid 
card, which is a great way to 
offer both residents and tour-
ists an easier, more secure way 
to pay both at the stadiums 
and anywhere Visa is accepted 
so that they, along with mer-
chants, can enjoy the benefits 
of digital payments. We are 
delighted to bring this new 
payment solution and support 
QNB’s efforts to promote digi-
tal commerce in the country 
during FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 and beyond.”

QNB Group, currently 
ranks as the most valuable 
bank brand in the Middle East 
and Africa, and is proud to be 
the Official Middle East and 
Africa Supporter of the FIFA 
World Cup 2022.

Through its subsidiaries 
and associate companies, the 
Group extends to more than 
30 countries across three 
continents providing a com-
prehensive range of advanced 
products and services. The 
total number of employees 
is 27,000 operating through 
1000 locations, with an ATM 
network of more than 4,700 
machines.

QNB partners with 
Visa to launch first 
virtual prepaid card 
for FIFA World Cup

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

INdIAN Minister of Com-
merce and Industry, Consum-
er Affairs, Food, and Public 
distribution and Textiles Pi-
yush Goyal and Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC) General 
Secretary dr. Nayef Falah M 
Al Hajraf held a joint press 
conference in New delhi on 
Monday to announce the in-
tent to pursue negotiations 
on the India-GCC free trade 
agreement (FTA).

With forward-looking and 
solution-oriented delibera-
tions, bilateral engagements 
witnessed significant progress 
on all matters of mutual inter-
est across the entire gamut of 
bilateral economic relations 
between India and the GCC 
nations.

Both sides agreed to ex-
pedite the conclusion of the 
requisite legal and technical 
requirements for the formal 
resumption of the FTA negoti-
ations. The FTA is envisaged to 
be a modern, comprehensive 
Agreement with substantial 
coverage of goods and services. 
Both sides emphasised that the 
FTA will create new jobs, raise 
living standards, and provide 
wider social and economic op-
portunities in India and all the 
GCC countries.

Both sides agreed to sig-
nificantly expand and diver-
sify the trade basket in line 
with the enormous potential 
that exists on account of the 
complementary business and 
economic ecosystems of India 

and the GCC.
It may be noted that the 

GCC is currently India’s larg-
est trading partner bloc with 
bilateral trade in FY 2021-22 
valued at over $154 billion 
with exports valued at ap-
proximately $44 billion and 
imports of around $110 billion 

including non-oil exports of 
$33.8 billion and non-oil im-
ports of $37.2 billion.

Bilateral trade in services 
between India and the GCC 
was valued at around $14 bil-
lion in FY 2021-22, with ex-
ports valued at $5.5 billion and 
imports at $8.3 billion.

GCC countries contribute 
almost 35 percent of India’s 
oil imports and 70 percent of 
its gas imports. India’s overall 
crude oil imports from the GCC 
in 2021-22 were about $48 bil-
lion, while LNG and LPG im-
ports in 2021-22 were about 
$21 billion.

Investments from the GCC 
in India are currently valued at 
over $18 billion.

India, GCC decide 
to pursue resumption 
of FTA negotiations

tuesdAy, NoVemBer 29, 2022

Minister chairs Qatar’s 
delegation at 38th session 
of COMCEC pAge 11

Kuwari meets minister for economy of Wales Kaabi meets uK secretary of state for Wales

Minister of Finance HE Ali bin Ahmed Al Kuwari met with Minister for Economy of Wales Vaughan Gething, 
who is currently visiting the country to attend the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. The meeting focused on 
bilateral relations and aspects of cooperation were discussed.

Minister of State for Energy Affairs HE Saad Sherida Al Kaabi met in Doha on Monday with the Right 
Honorable David TC Davies, UK MP and Secretary of State for Wales. Discussions during the meeting dealt 
with bilateral relations and enhancing cooperation in the field of energy between Qatar and the United 
Kingdom, particularly with Wales.

Comprehensive FTA to 
create numerous jobs 
and raise living     
standards in India              
and GCC countries

FTA will significantly 
expand and diversify 
India’s trade with its 
largest trading bloc GCC

 fact file

Agencies 
Shanghai

STOCkS and oil fell on Mon-
day as protests in China 
against zero-COVId-19 re-
strictions spread to major 
cities, including Shanghai, 
in the world’s second-largest 
economy.

Oil benchmarks fell more 
than 2 per cent, while stocks 
and equity futures also 
dropped.

MSCI’s broader index of 
Asia-Pacific shares had de-
clined 0.45 percent at 8 am 
Qatar time, pulled lower by 
Chinese markets.

Hong kong’s Hang Seng 
Index dropped 2 percent, 
while China’s Shanghai Com-

posite Index dipped more 
than 1 per cent.

Both indexes recovered 
some ground after heavy 
losses earlier in the day Hang 
Seng dropped more than 4 
percent during early trade. 
korea Stock Exchange kOSPI 
Index declined 1.1 percent.

S&P futures were down 
0.6 percent, while Nasdaq 
100 Future and FTSE 100 In-
dex Futures were down 0.8 
and 0.4 percent, respectively, 
pointing to potential declines 
when markets in Europe and 
US open for trading.

China’s economic activity 
fell in November and could 
drop further in the com-
ing weeks as COVId-19 out-
breaks are reported across 

the                     country.
Bloomberg’s aggregate in-

dex of eight early indicators 
showed a probable contrac-
tion in activity this month.

The prospect of a slowing 
Chinese economy triggered 
demand concerns in the 
world’s biggest crude import-
er, pushing oil to the lowest 
level since december.

Brent, the benchmark for 
two thirds of the world’s oil, 
fell 2.91 per cent to $81.23 
per barrel. West Texas Inter-
mediate, which tracks US oil, 
slumped 3 per cent to $74 per 
barrel.

The People’s Bank of Chi-
na on Friday said it will re-
duce the reserve requirement 
ratio for banks by 25 basis 

points. That would inject 500 
billion yuan ($70 billion) of 
liquidity into the economy, 
enabling banks to extend 
more loans to businesses hit 
by COVId-19 disruptions.

However, despite the 
central bank ramping up its 
stimulus, analysts’ forecasts 
remain subdued. The econ-
omy is expected to expand 
3.3 per cent this year, which 
would be the slowest pace 
since the 1970s, excluding 
2020’s pandemic slump, ac-
cording to the latest Bloomb-
erg survey.

China’s COVId-19 case 
numbers have hit record 
highs in recent days, with 
nearly 40,000 new infections 
reported on Saturday.

Asian markets fall on China protests

minister of Finance meets 
with swiss counterpart 

Minister of Finance HE Ali bin Ahmed Al Kuwari met with Ueli 
Maurer, Federal Councilor, head of the Swiss Federal Department 
of Finance, who is currently visiting the country to attend the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022. The meetings focused on bilateral relations 
and aspects of cooperation were discussed.
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Minister of Commerce and 
industry He sheikh Moham-
med bin Hamad bin Qassim 
Al thani chaired Qatar’s del-
egation at the meetings of the 
38th session of the standing 
Committee for economic and 
Commercial Cooperation of the 
Organization of islamic Coop-
eration (COMCeC), presided 
over by turkish President re-
cep tayyip erdogan in istan-
bul.

During the session, the 
COMCeC strategy implemen-
tation report was discussed, 
in addition to showcasing the 
OiC Program of Action for the 
period 2016-2025 (OiC-2025: 
Program of Action). 

the OiC General secretar-
iat submitted a report on the 
progress and latest develop-
ments in terms of implement-
ing the programme.

the meeting convened on 
COMCeC’s 38th session also 
pointed a spotlight on global 
economic developments, with 
special reference to the OiC 
member states. in this regard, 
the statistical, economic, and 

social research and training 
Centre for islamic Countries 
(sesriC) presented its annual 
report on global economic de-
velopments, in light of which 
the Member states shared 
their expertise, and previewed 
their experiences with regard 
to recent economic develop-
ments.

Moreover, the meeting 
touched on several issues re-

lated to intra-OiC member 
trade. Additionally, the heads 
of the delegations participat-
ing in the meeting tackled 
many topics of common in-
terest, including discussing 
ways to enhance the role of the 
private sector in economic co-
operation among the Member 
states. in this context, the is-
lamic Chamber of Commerce, 
industry, and Agriculture pre-

sented its report on the recent 
developments of private sector 
meetings.

established in 1981, the 
standing Committee for eco-
nomic and Commercial Coop-
eration of the Organization of 
islamic Cooperation (COM-
CeC) is the main platform for 
multilateral economic and 
commercial cooperation in the 
islamic world.

Minister Sheikh Mohammed 
chairs Qatar’s delegation 
at 38th session of COMCEC
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Minister of Commerce and 
industry He sheikh Moham-
med bin Hamad bin Qassim 
Al thani held individual 
meetings with Dr Majid bin 
Abdullah Al Qasabi, Min-
ister of Commerce of saudi 
Arabia, and Mehmet Mus, 
Minister of trade of turkey, 
on the sidelines of the 38th 
session of the standing Com-

mittee for economic and 
Commercial Cooperation of 
the Organization of islamic 
Cooperation (COMCeC) 
meetings in istanbul.

During the two meet-
ings, officials discussed bi-
lateral relations in the fields 
of trade and investment, as 
well as means of develop-
ing them. the meetings also 
exchanged views on the top-
ics listed in the COMCeC’s 
agenda.

QNB promises easy banking experience during FIFA World Cup
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The 38th session of the Standing Committee for Economic and Commercial Cooperation of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (COMCEC), 
presided over by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in Istanbul.

Minister of Commerce and Industry HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin Qassim Al Thani chaired Qatar’s 
delegation participating in the meetings of the 38th session of the Standing Committee for Economic and 
Commercial Cooperation of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation in Istanbul. 

Minister of Commerce 
and Industry meets 
with Turkish and 
Saudi counterparts

Minister of Commerce and Industry HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad 
bin Qassim Al Thani with Dr Majid bin Abdullah Al Qasabi, Minister of 
Commerce of Saudi Arabia. 

Minister of Commerce and Industry HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad 
bin Qassim Al Thani with Turkish Trade Minister Mehmet Mus in Istanbul 
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QnB Group continues to enhance 
its position as the bank of choice for 
customers in Qatar and the region by 
developing various contactless and 
digital payment form factors, which 
emerge as more popular alternatives 
to cash.

the Group believes that digital 
transformation is not a choice but a 
must and has therefore multiplied its 
efforts to adapt to change.

QnB Group retail Division Gen-
eral Manager Adel Ali Al Malki said, 
“QnB has continually worked on 
strengthening its digital transfor-
mation and developed omnichannel 
services to meet and exceed the ex-
pectations and financial needs of its 
customers and visitors ahead of the 
much-awaited world tournament. 
Visitors coming to Qatar during the 
FiFA World Cup will have the oppor-
tunity to access a digital banking ex-
perience and a wide range of services 
carefully designed to help them enjoy 
this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, 
with the highest security standards. 
We promise our customers and foot-
ball fans a unique banking experi-
ence that reflects QnB’s legacy.”

thanks to its visionary strategy, 
QnB Group strives to consolidate 
its market-leading position in digital 
development.

Furthermore, to celebrate the 
historic FiFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, QnB has launched exclusive 
digital products that make the up-
coming FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
even more exciting with uniquely de-
signed banking solutions for football 

fans during FiFA World Cup Qatar 
2022.

Football will not be the only thing 
keeping fans entertained during the 
tournament, the QnB digital, and 
contactless payment solutions will 
provide them with a once-in-a-life-
time banking experience.

Visitors will benefit from a wide 
range of the most advanced banking 
facilities and digital services during 
the FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022™, 
which will be played from 20 novem-
ber to 18 December 2022.

QnB has been the industry lead-
er in developing and implementing 
cutting-edge payment technologies 
under the QnBpay umbrella, which 
is customer focused, convenient, 
and secure. QnB has significantly 
invested in technology, people, and 
processes to bring about global best 
practices to its payments front land-
scape.

QnB customers have the widest 
array of payment form factors that 
cut across platforms, operating sys-
tems, and payment schemes. the re-
cent COViD-19 pandemic has acted 
as a catalyst in the rapid growth of 
contactless payments and the crea-
tion of a new digital payment era.

the new innovative Qr Pay al-
lows customers to make payments 
at merchant outlets by scanning the 
Qr code from the POs screen by log-
ging in to their QnB Mobile Bank-
ing app, selecting one of their cards 
to pay with from the ‘scan Qr/Qr 
Pay’ menu and then scanning the Qr 
code displayed on the merchant POs 
terminal screen. the service is sim-
ple. Customers simply need to have 
a smartphone (iOs/Android) regis-
tered for the QnB Mobile Banking 
app and the merchants need to have 
a QnB POs terminal enabled for                                                                                     
the service.

Health and fitness enthusiasts 
and users of Fitbit and Garmin are 
able to provision their QnB payment 
cards onto their smartwatches, al-
lowing for payment using the lat-
est authentication methods. the 
customer experience is simple and 
straightforward, from provisioning 
to payments. this safe and secure 
method of payment fundamentally 
changes the way customers transact, 
as they simply and securely can make 
payments by tapping their smart-
watch at the POs terminal.

Apple Pay allows iOs users to 
digitize their QnB cards and pay at 

contactless terminals through seam-
less biometric authentication. every 
transaction is therefore safe and se-
cure, placing customer convenience 
and ease at its core. the adoption of 
this payment form factor has been 
very encouraging.

QnB has also been leading from 
a merchant perspective. Online pay-
ment acceptance in Qatar provides 
an easy, secure, and private way to 
pay. Users have the ability to use Ap-
ple Pay to make secure payments on 
websites and online stores that sup-
port Apple Pay, allowing merchants 
to increase their online sales.

Google Pay or GPay as it is widely 
known, allows Android device users 
to make payments using their An-
droid devices, which include phones, 
tablets, and watches. QnB customers 
will have to simply open the Goog-
le Wallet app or download it from 
Google Play and follow the instruc-
tions to register their QnB cards. 
this safe and secure service bundled 
with a simple registration process 
makes paying with GPay a seamless 
experience.

QnB recently launched samsung 
Wallet to its customers enabling 
samsung device holders to be able to 

transact using tokenized QnB cards 
with the highest security standards. 
samsung Wallet comes with a finan-
cial organizer that allows cardhold-
ers to have a comprehensive view 
of their spending. the customer 
journey has been designed to make 
it seamless for the customers, from 
registration to payments. early indi-
cators show that samsung Wallet is 
fast gaining the desired momentum 
of adoption.

the QnB Visa Virtual Prepaid 
Card is the first of its kind in Qatar, 
aimed at both visitors and residents 
of Qatar. the application process is 
100% online where users will have 
to simply download the QnB Virtual 
Card app, scan their passport or iD 
using their mobile, take a selfie and 
submit the application for immedi-
ate approval. Customers can load the 
card through a different payment in-
strument and transact using an easy, 
safe, and rewarding experience. this 
product is also packed with many di-
rect customer benefits.

QnB’s advanced self-service 
AtM machines allow customers to 
manage their banking needs 24/7 
and removes the need of visiting  a 
branch.
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THE Cultural Village Foundation (Ka-
tara) and the British Council signed a 
Cultural Cooperation Agreement with the 
aim of strengthening collaboration in cul-
tural sector and in other areas of mutual 
interest.

During the ceremony held in Hall 32 
at Katara, General Manager of Katara Dr 
Khalid bin Ibrahim al Sulaiti expressed 
his happiness over the new partnership 
between Katara and the British Council, 
which aims to strengthen their alliance in 
cultural aspects and develop activities in 
areas of common interest.

He added, “I consider this partnership 
as a remarkable achievement intended to 
build ties of cultural and civilisational 
communication between the Qatar and 
the UK. It is also part of their determi-
nation to develop horizons of collabora-
tion and promote common goals to lay a 
strong ground for cultural exchange. The 
agreement will facilitate joint strategic 
programmes, cultural events, exchange 
of visits and participation in festivals be-
tween the two countries, enabling Qatari 
citizens to join cultural and educational 
opportunities in the UK.”

CEO of the British Council Scott Mac-
Donald said: “I hope this partnership will 
contribute to establishing and building 
sustainable cultural relations that will en-
hance Katara’s role in enriching the cul-
tural and knowledge aspect, and promot-
ing culture in all its forms, through events 
and activities based on activating cultural 
work and consolidating knowledge and 
openness to the world.”

Besides, Katara inaugurated two 
murals that represent the cooperation 
between Qatari artist Mona Al-Badr and 
Welsh artists Bryce Davies and Hannah 
McGarr, showing the impact of sport as 
a force for the good and to change lives 
for the better. The inaugural ceremony 
was attended by Dr Khalid bin Ibrahim 
Al-Sulaiti, Katara general manager, HE 
Fahad bin Mohammed Al-Attiyah, Am-
bassador of Qatar to the United King-
dom, and Scott MacDonald, CEO of the 
British Council.

The first mural, titled ‘I am a per-
son’, is in Building 47 at Katara and 
features elements from the Qatari and 
Welsh cultures, such as the national 
flowers. A football was drawn on the 
lower left of the mural by Yasmin Ak-
tar and Sadok John, two young leaders 
from the UK-based charity Street Child 
United that works to amplify the voice 
of street-connected youth and help their 
campaign for change across various ar-
eas, such as identity, access to educa-
tion and protection from violence. The 
mural also recognizes the ambition of 
Street Child United to obtain one mil-
lion birth certificates for children living 
on the streets around the world between 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 and 
the World Cup 2026 hosted by Canada, 
Mexico and the USA.

The second mural that was estab-

lished in Building 23, titled ‘Together’ 
in Arabic, English and Welsh, symbol-
izes the importance of cultural exchange. 
Above All Together activists and the 
public had contributed to the drawing of 
the mural.

In the same vein, Dr Khalid bin Ibra-

him Al-Sulaiti also inaugurated an exhi-
bition of paintings that combine sports 
and art, in cooperation with the British 
Council. It comprises paintings by sev-
eral artists reflecting the different angles 
of sports and arts such as music, perfor-
mances and others.

SANTHOSH CHANDRAN
DOHA

THE screenings of FIFA World 
Cup 2022 matches on a big 
screen at the Box Park and the 
view of luxury cruise ships that 
host football fans at Doha Port 
have become huge attractions 
for residents and visitors alike.

The multi-storey luxury 
vessels that offer comfortable 
stay for FIFA WC ticket holders 
and guests is a new experience 
for all.

The screening of World 
Cup matches at the waterfront 
and the comfortable seating ar-
rangements attract large num-
ber of football lovers to Doha 
Port premises every day.

From the beautifully illu-
minated location, one can also 
have a panoramic view of Doha 
City that extends from the iconic 
Fanar Tower to residential tow-
ers of The Pearl Qatar.

A football fan who stays in 
one of the luxury ships at Doha 
port has said, “Staying in a luxu-
ry cruiser is a unique experience. 
The view of a waterfront city in 
a pleasant weather at affordable 

prices adds value to my visit.”
As part of ensuring qual-

ity accommodation for football 
fans, Qatar has chartered lead-
ing cruise liners, including the 
luxury ship of MSC Opera.

MSC Opera has1,075 rooms 
and can accommodate nearly 
2,679 people. The modern float-
ing hotel offers luxurious ser-
vices to World Cup fans with a 
variety of room options ranging 

from traditional cabins over-
looking the sea to rooms with 
balconies and luxury suites. This 
is in addition to multiple dining 
possibilities and programmes 
and entertainment for all ages.

Visitors can access Box 
Park screenings by road via Al 
Ghanim bus terminal. Metro 
passengers can reach the bus 
terminal from Souq Waqif or 
Msherieb stations.
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‘Qatar’s WC hosting 
to leave great legacy 
for future generations’

QNA
DOHA

MANY supporters of the Ca-
nadian national team have ex-
pressed their happiness with 
the team’s presence in FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

Speaking to QNA, Canadi-
an journalist Elizabeth Salion 
said  that Canada’s presence 
in the World Cup is a huge 
achievement, after a long ab-
sence of more than 36 years, 
since its first appearance in the 
1986 World Cup in Mexico.

Elizabeth, who works for a 
Canadian news agency, said: 
“We are pleased with the Ca-
nadian team’s presence in the 
World Cup, and there are large 
numbers of fans who came to 
Qatar to follow the team that 
played heroically  in the CON-
CACAF qualifiers Staring with 
goalkeeper Milan Borjan, to 
Alphonso Davies, and Jona-
than David, we’ve been waiting 
a long time to get back to the 
World Cup.”

She added: “We are happy 
with our national team, we 
know that they are playing un-
der pressure, but nevertheless 
there are many young play-
ers who represent the hope of 
football in Canada and we are 
proud of what they have done.” 

Canadian journalist Nora 
Stankovic at Soccer Media Cor-
poration in Canada expressed 
her great passion for the Ca-
nadian team’s participation in 
the tournament, in its second 
appearance. She said: “In the 
World Cup qualifiers, every-
one was certain that they will 
not see the national team in 
the World Cup before the 2026 
edition when Canada partici-
pates in organizing it alongside 
the United States of America 
and Mexico, but coach John 
Herdman and all the players 
overturned expectations.” 

The Canadian journalist 
pointed out that the Moroccan 

team presented high  levels of 
football, and therefore the task 
will not be easy for this team, 
believing that the Moroccan 
team will do a good job in this 
tournament.” 

Michael Ricky, a Canadian 
journalist of Kenyan origin 
who works on a sports website 
in his country and was keen to 
come to Qatar to cover Cana-
da’s matches and the atmos-
phere through social media 
platforms, confirmed that he 
visited several stadiums and 
was impressed by the specific-
ity of its design, but he was sad 
for Canada ;sloss against the 
Croatian team.

He added: “Away from the 
hustle and bustle of football, I 
was keen not to miss the op-
portunity and visit some areas, 
including Sealine, Katara Cul-
tural Village and Souq Waqif.” 

In this regard, Manuela 
Chesky, a photographer in a 
Canadian sports newspaper, 
considered that she was keen 
during her stay in Qatar to visit 
the eight stadiums to cover the 
World Cup atmosphere and 
take rare shots of international 
football stars.

She added, “I know very 
well what it means for Qatar 
to host the World Cup, as it 
has many implications and a 
great impact on many aspects 
of the country, and will leave 
a tremendous legacy for many 
years, and I felt that between 
my first visit to Qatar several 
years ago and with this visit, 
there are many things that 
has changed, and in Canada, 
which will host the next edi-
tion of the World Cup along 
with the United States and 
Mexico in 2026, everyone 
is sure that there are many 
positive things that will be 
achieved in the country, and 
since receiving the honor of 
organizing this event, every-
one is waiting for this decisive 
moment.”

Box Park screenings, luxury cruise liners lure WC fans to Doha Port

Katara, British Council agree
to boost cultural cooperation

Two new murals at Katara showcase the ability of sports to bring nations together
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Brazil players rejoice with their supporters after defeating Switzerland 1-0 in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group G match at Stadium 974 in Doha on Monday.

Injured  
Neymar lauds 

Casemiro
STATS Perform/dPA

Neymar has lauded Casemiro 
as “the best midfielder in the 
world” after the latter fired 
Brazil into the knockout rounds 
of the World Cup against Swit-
zerland.

after sustaining an ankle 
injury in the Selecao’s open-
ing Group G match, the Paris 
Saint-Germain attacker was 
forced to watch his team’s sec-
ond match from their hotel.

“Casemiro has been the best 
midfielder in the world for a long 
time,” the forward simply wrote 
on Twitter after the match.

When asked by Stats Per-
form in his post-match press 
conference on whether he 
agreed with Neymar, Tite re-
plied: “as a habit, I always re-
spect opinions, but do not com-
ment on them. But I will allow 
myself to do so today. I agree.” 

explaining why he elected 
to play the 30-year-old in a 
deeper position, he added: 
“Casemiro is a second mid-
fielder, that’s what we saw 
happen. “He works as a central 
player, he’s a surprise element 
from the back.” 

Casemiro 
makes Brazil Cruise

dPA
Doha

BrazIl were not glorious without 
their injured talisman Neymar but 
Casemiro scored a late 1-0 winner 
over Switzerland on monday to send 
the record five-time champions into 
the Qatar World Cup knock-out stag-
es.

manchester United’s Casemiro 
fired into the top right corner in the 
83rd off his former real madrid team-
mates Vinicius Junior and rodrygo.

Vinicius Junior had wasted a big 
chance in the 27th and had a goal dis-
allowed in the 64th at Stadium 974 in 
Doha for the top title contenders who 
follow defending champions France 
into the last 16.

Switzerland, who had drawn with 
Brazil in their previous two World 
Cup games 1950 and 2018, had stood 
firm for most of the game but failed 
to threaten themselves before patient 
Brazil found the late opening.

Brazil top Group G with a maxi-
mum six points while the Swiss re-
main on three. Cameroon and Serbia 
have one each after playing to an en-
tertaining 3-3 draw earlier in the day 
in which the africans wasted a 1-0 
lead and then came back from 3-1 
down.

The group concludes Friday with 
Switzerland v Serbia and Brazil v 
Cameroon, with Neymar unlikely to 
return in time from his right ankle 
injury sustained in the opening 2-0 
against Serbia.

“We knew it wouldn’t be an easy 
group. It was very hard against Ser-
bia. Switzer- land had a lot to 
offer. We were patient. It 
is not always nice games, the 
teams neu- tralized each 
other, little things make 
the differ- ence,” Ca-

semiro said.
looking at his goal, he added: 

“I hit the ball perfectly but the most 
important is to help the team.” Swiss 
goalkeeper yann Sommer told Ger-
man broadcasters arD that “we 
didn’t al-
low a 
lot but 
lacked 
poses-
sion.” 
H e 
a d d -

ed in reference to the Serbia 
game: “There is much at stake. We 
will take a lot of positives, especially 
in defence.” 

Brazil coach Tite replaced the in-
jured Neymar and Danilo with man-
chester United’s Fred and eder mili-
tao while Swiss counterpart murat 
yakin brought young Fabian rieder 
for not fully fit Xherdan Shaqiri.

The first big danger came in the 
27th when raphinha crossed from 
the right but Vinicius Junior could 
not properly connect and his volley 
was turned around the post by Som-
mer - who was then also on his guard 
against a long-range effort from 

raphinha.
Brazil lost 

too many 
balls against 
a firm Swiss 
d e f e n c e 
which was 
also not 
caught in 
the dark 
when the 
floodlights 

briefly went out just before half-time.
The Swiss finally sort of threat-

ened shortly after the break when 
Silvan Widmer raced down the right 
set up by Granit Xhaka but the Bra-
zil defence hacked his sharp ruben 
Vargas-bound cross away.

The introduction of rodrygo 
made Brazil more dangerous and 
richarlison - who had scored both 
goals against Serbia - just failed to 
meet a curling cross from Vinicius 
Junior across the goalmouth.

Brazil thought they had opened 
the scoring in the 64th when Vin-
icius Junior slotted into the far corner 
against a wide open Swiss defence, 
only for the goal to be nullified be-
cause richarlison was offside in the 
build-up.

But another 19 minutes later Vin-
icius Junior passed to rodrygo at the 
edge of the area, the ball was flicked 
on to Casemiro who beat Sommer 
with his classy effort to spare the 
South american giants blushes at a 
tournament which has already seen 
several upsets.

“We see the other surprising re-
sults, that’s what happens in a World 
Cup. But we’re being able to keep 
consistent performances,” veteran 

defender Thiago Silva said.

Brazil are the first team to not face a shot on target in their opening two FIFA  
World Cup Qatar 2022 matches since eventual champions France in 1998

Brazil’s midfielder Casemiro (L) celebrates with Brazil’s forward Vinicius Junior scor-
ing against Switzerland during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group G match at 
Stadium 974 in Doha on Monday. (aFP)

SCORELINE
Brazil Switzerland

1 0
Casemiro 83’
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Bruno Fernandes scored a 
brace to lead Portugal to a 2-0 
win over uruguay on Monday 
and into the last 16 of the World 
Cup in Qatar.

In a game that saw very few 
shots on target, Fernandes broke 
the deadlock in the 54th.

He tried to find Cristiano 
ronaldo in the box, but his cross 
went straight into the net. ron-
aldo had attempted a header 
and celebrated the goal as his 
own but football governing body 
FIFA ultimately credited it to 
Fernandes.

Portugal were awarded a 
penalty in stoppage time fol-
lowing a video review after Jose 
Maria Gimenez touched the ball 
with his hand as he fell back-
wards inside the box.

With ronaldo already 
subbed off, Fernandes took the 
spot-kick to complete his brace 
in the third minute of added 
time and sealed the win for 
Portugal. A late strike on 
the post denied him a hat-
trick.

“It was a deserved vic-
tory. The team fulfilled 
very well what I asked 
them to. They had one 
or two not so good mo-
ments,” Portugal coach 
Fernando Santos said.

“The group stage is done, 
we’re through, but we have to 
keep working and improve,” he 
stressed.

About his first goal, Fer-
nandes said: “I celebrated as if 
it was a goal from Cristiano. It 
looked like he had touched the 
ball. All the more, we’re happy 
with the win, no matter who 
scores.” 

uruguay, meanwhile, will 
regret the missed major chanc-
es. In the first half, rodrigo 
Bentacur made a beautiful in-
dividual play to be face-to-face 
with Diogo Costa, but had his 
effort impressively saved by 
the keeper.

Then when Portugal was 
already leading, Maxi Gómez 
powerful long-distance shot 
found the post in the 75th and 
Luis Suarez only hit the side-
netting from a tight angle a few 
minutes later.

“We have to get over it and 
start preparing for the next 
game. We need to win. We can’t 
lose faith and optimism,” uru-
guay coach Diego Alonso said.

“In the next game, we’re gon-
na do everything we can to quali-
fy (for the last 16),” he added.

Portugal top Group H with 
six points and will wrap the 
group stage a g a i n s t 

South Korea on Friday. 
uruguay have an all-or-

nothing game against Ghana, 
who could advance with a draw 
after beating South Korea 3-2 
earlier.

BBC.com adds: Portugal 
have reached the last 16 with ef-
ficiency and will present a formi-
dable obstacle to whoever they 
come up against because they 
have strength in all areas.

It was unspectacular but 
Portugal possess match-win-
ners, Fernandes stepping into 
the role on this occasion with 
both goals and that strike 
against the post that almost 
gave him a treble.

ronaldo was quiet, although 
he was still insisting he had 

scored the opener in some good-
natured post-match celebra-
tions. He may have left Man-
chester united under a cloud but 
his status among Portugal’s fans 
remains undimmed as he re-
ceived huge cheers when his face 
appeared on the big screen be-
fore kick-off and a standing ova-
tion when substituted late on.

Portugal can call on the 
quality of Manchester City trio 
ruben Dias, Joao Cancelo in 

defence and Bernardo Silva in 
midfield while the ageless 

Pepe continues as the de-
fensive rock.

They have not been 
mentioned among the 
heavily touted coun-
tries for this World Cup 
but there is genuine 
class and quality allied 
to a quiet confidence as 

they go through to the 
knockout phase.

Uruguay on the brink 
uruguay possess danger 

men in attack in the shape of 
Liverpool’s Darwin nunez along 
with Edinson Cavani and Luis 
Suarez, who was left on the 
bench after a poor show against 
South Korea.

The problem is they were 
underutilised here as uruguay 
were happy to adopt a largely 
conservative approach until they 
went a goal behind. now they 
are in serious danger of World 
Cup elimination.

Portugal need a point against 
South Korea to top the group 
while uruguay require victory 
against Ghana and to better 
the South Koreans’ result to get 
through. It is a game of brinks-
manship that may yet prove very 
costly in that tense final group 
game.

Portugal’s Pepe became the 
oldest outfield player for a European 

team at the FIFA World Cup at the age of 
39 years and 275 days. Five players aged 35 
and over appeared in the game – Pepe (39), 

Cristiano Ronaldo (37), Diego Godin (36), 
Luis Suarez (35) and Edinson Cavani 

(35) – the most in a World Cup 
match in history.
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Portugal’s Bruno Fernandes scores his team’s second goal from the penalty spot against Uruguay at the 
Lusail Stadium on Monday night. (aFP)

Portugal’s forward Cristiano Ronaldo celebrates with Portugal’s midfielder  Bruno Fernandes after the team’s 
second goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group H match against Uruguay at the Lusail Stadium on 
Monday night. (aFP)

Uruguay’s forward Luiz Suarez (right), defender #19 Sebastian Coates (C) and midfielder #15 Federico  
Valverde (3rd R) at the end of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group H against Portugal at the Lusail  
Stadium on Monday night. (aFP)

Key Moment
Uruguay will rue the moment 
they granted Bruno Fernandes 
the freedom to turn and size 
up a delivery from the left 
after 54 minutes. Really, the 
South Americans should have 
known better.

Ever since Cody Gakpo met 
Frenkie de Jong’s flighted 
left-wing ball to open the 
scoring in Holland’s meeting 
with Senegal seven days ago, 
a pattern has emerged at this 
tournament of players ghost-
ing in to convert crosses lifted 
in from the left flank. Only 
today, Mohammed Kudus met 
a centre from Jordan Ayew 
to put Ghana in front against 
Korea Republic. Abdelhamid 
Sabiri’s free-kick from the 
left, touched home by Romain 
Saiss, provided the launchpad 
for Morocco’s victory over 
Belgium on Sunday.

Uruguay’s defender #13 Guillermo Varela (top) and Uruguay’s defender 
#02 Jose Maria Gimenez (L) react at the end of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Group H football match between Portugal and Uruguay at 
the Lusail Stadium on Monday night. (aFP)

It was a deserved victory. 
The team fulfilled very well 
what I asked them to. They 
had one or two not so good 
moments. I celebrated as if 
it was a goal from Cristiano. 
It looked like he had 
touched the ball. All the 
more, we’re happy with the 
win, no matter who scores.
Portugal coach Fernando Santos

FerNaNdes strikes 
twice to coNFirm 
Portugal last-16 sPot

defeat leaves uruguay  
needing ghana victory 
for chance of progress

Portugal Uruguay

2 0
Bruno Fernandes 54’, 90+3’ (P).

SCORELINE
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Doha 

MohaMMed Kudus scored 
twice, including a 68th min-
ute winner, to help Ghana 
seize a thrilling 3-2 World 
Cup win over South Korea on 
Monday after they had earlier 
squandered a two-goal lead.

Mohammed Salisu and 
midfielder Kudus had com-
bined to give Ghana a well-de-
served first-half lead with the 
Koreans badly off the pace.

But two quick second-half 
headers from Cho Gue Sung 
looked to have snatched a 
point for South Korea in the 
Group h clash.

Kudus had the last laugh 
though when he guided his 
finish into the net for Ghana’s 
first World Cup match win 
since 2010 after team-mate 
Inaki Williams had complete-
ly missed his kick.

“everyone was on top of 
their game today. I want to 
thank my team mates, it is a 
collective game,” Kudus said. 
“We’re fully confident (v Uru-
guay), we go with the same 
mentality and the same inten-
sity.” More drama followed 
the finish, with South Korea 
coach Paulo Bento sent off for 
protesting that the final whis-
tle had been blown when his 
side were about to have a 
corner.

“We made stu-
pid mistakes, but 
a draw would 
have been de-
served. We had 
many chances 
to score,” he 
said.

Ghana, who 
would have been 
eliminated with a 
defeat, finish the group 
stage against Uruguay on Fri-
day with last-16 qualification 
on the line. South Korea - on 
one point - meet Portugal, 
with their coach set to miss 
the game against his native 
land.

South Korea star Son 
heung Min, coached as a 
young player by Ghana boss 
otto addo at SV hamburg, 
again wore a protective mask 
following a broken eye-sock-
et. But he again struggled and 

his side now risk going out in 
the group stage for the third 
straight World Cup.

Ghana are attempting 
to make the last 16 for the 
first time since reaching the 
quarter-finals in 2010, which 
was also the last tournament 

where they tasted World 
Cup victory.

Both sides 
made three 
changes from 
their opening 
game in Qatar, 
where the Ko-
reans drew 0-0 

with Uruguay 
and Ghana lost 

3-2 to Portugal.
The opening ex-

changes were cagey until 
Salisu netted following Jordan 
ayew’s free-kick into the box.

a lengthy video assistant 
referee check took place as the 
ball struck older brother an-
dre ayew on the hand before 
dropping for Salisu, but the 
officials deemed it to be unin-
tentional.

It meant Ghana have 
scored in their last eight 
World Cup matches.

Crystal Palace forward 
Jordan ayew then became the 

first Ghana player to have two 
assists in the same World Cup 
game when his excellent cross 
was flicked home by ajax am-
sterdam’s Kudus.

South Korea finally had 
their first effort of target in 
one and a half games after the 
break through Cho’s header, 
which was saved.

But he went one better 

with his next header on 58 
minutes as he stopped to 
score and then did the same 
just three minutes later, amid 
more poor Ghana defending 
both on the left flank and in 
the box.

The momentum seemed 
to have shifted South Korea’s 
way but the Black Stars were 
not done as Kudus 
struck his second.
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Korea
fightbacK
falls short

South Korea’s midfielder #06 Hwang In-beom reacts to their defeat on the pitch. (AFP)

 
Ghana are 

attempting to 
make the last 16 for 
the first time since 

reaching the  
quarter-finals in 

2010
 Everyone was on top of 

their game today. I want to 
thank my team mates, it is a 
collective game.

Mohammed Kudus

SCORELINE
S Korea Ghana

2 3
Cho Gue-sung 58’,  61’ Mohammed Salisu 24’

Mohammed Kudus 34’, 68’

Ghana’s midfielder #20 
Mohammed Kudus (C) 
celebrates scoring his 
team’s third goal against 
South Korea at the  
Education City Stadium  
on Monday. (aFP)

Kudos to Kudus as 
Ghana keep their 

World Cup Round of 
16 hopes alive after a 

stunning 3-2 win 
against South Korea

Son in tears over  
‘lack of justice’

PA MeDiA/DPA
LonDon

Son heung Min was left in 
tears following defeat against 
Ghana because of a “lack 
of justice” shown by eng-
lish referee anthony Taylor, 
South Korea assistant coach 
Sergio Costa has claimed.

Tottenham’s Son was vis-
ibly upset at the final whistle 
after South Korea suffered a 
3-2 loss which leaves their 
World Cup hopes hanging by 
a thread.

Cho Gue Sung scored 
twice in three second-half 
minutes to haul South Ko-
rea level before Mohammed 

Kudus fired Ghana to a dra-
matic victory.

South Korea coach 
Paulo Bento was shown a 
red card following a con-
frontation with Taylor at 

the end of the match.

Bento was furious South 
Korea were denied a corner 
when Taylor blew up after 
the allocated 10 minutes of 
stoppage time.

asked why Son was so 
upset at the conclusion of 
Monday’s pulsating Group h 
fixture, Costa replied: “The 
reaction is a reaction of a per-
son and a group which feels a 
lack of fairness at the end of 
the match.

“It is a normal reaction 
of someone that did all they 
could to win, and were not 
able to do so. I believe we 
should be sad, and feel a lack 
of justice at the end of this 
match.

“The result is totally un-
fair. not even a tie was fair. 
We clearly deserved the 
win.” Bento will now miss 
his side’s final group game 
against his home country 
Portugal.



dpa 
Al WAkrAh

Cameroon coach rigob-
ert Song says goalkeeper an-
dré onana can remain at the 
World Cup if he respects the 
rules after an unspecified dis-
cipline breach led to him being 
axed from the team.

Song put Devis epassy in 
goal instead of the Inter milan 
man and he performed well in 
a thrilling 3-3 draw with Ser-
bia, which reignited Ghana’s 
campaign in Qatar.

“The goalkeeper position is 
important. But you know, we 
are in the middle of an impor-
tant tournament. and I know 
what I have to do - make sure 
the team is above every indi-
vidual,” Song told a news con-
ference on monday.

“andré understood my de-
cision. It is important that we 

all show team spirit, discipline 
and respect here,” Song said.

“I prefer to protect the 
group than the individual.” 
onana must respect the rules, 
he added. “If he does that, 
maybe he can return to the 
squad.”

Serbia and Cameroon draw 3-3 in 
ePiC game of two quiCk ComebaCkS

Team spirit, discipline, respect:  
Cameroon boss explains Onana axing

dpa 
Al WAkrAh

Cameroon and Serbia produced 
one of the best games of the Qatar 
World Cup but a dramatic 3-3 draw 
on monday did little for their hopes 
of last 16 qualification.

Cameroon took the lead against 
the run of play on 29 minutes when 
Jean-Charles Castelletto tapped in at 
the far post following a flick-on from 
a corner.

But Serbia reacted with two 
quick-fire goals in first-half stoppage 
time from Strahinja Pavlovic and 
Sergej milinkovic-Savic. They kept 
up the pressure early in the second 
half and a well-worked move allowed 
aleksandar mitrovic to get a deserved 
goal.

But Cameroon substitute Vincent 
aboubakar changed the game again 
when he scooped the ball over the 
goalkeeper, assuming he was offside 
only to be ruled onside by the semi-
automated system on 63 minutes.

aboubakar repeated the trick in 
evading offside just three minutes 
later and squared for Bayern munich 
striker eric maxim Choupo-moting 
to tap home.

The draw gives both sides one 
point, with Brazil and Switzerland on 
three ahead of their meeting on mon-
day. Serbia take on the Swiss in their 
final group game on Friday when 
Cameroon play the Brazilians.

“I am satisfied because my play-
ers showed real fighting spirit. We 
were two goals down and came back. 
That is the spirit that was missing 
in the first game,” Cameroon coach 
rigobert Song said, referencing the 
opening 1-0 defeat by Switzerland.

“The team showed the right re-
action. There are still things to im-
prove, but for today we are satisfied.” 
Song made a big call before kick-off 
by choosing goalkeeper Devis epassy 
ahead of andre onana, with media 
reports saying the Inter milan stop-
per had been dropped for disciplinary 
reasons.

Serbia brought in fit-again winger 
Filip Kostic, after he missed the open-
ing 2-0 defeat by Brazil.

The europeans dominated the 
opening spell and striker mitrovic 
had three chances, including one ef-
fort which came back off the post.

But out of the blue Cameroon took 
the lead, with defender Castelletto 
popping up completely unmarked for 
his first international goal.

Pierre Kunde then missed a good 
chance for the Indomitable Lions be-
fore Serbia levelled just before half-
time.

Dusan Tadic sent in a free-kick 
from a central position and the bur-
ly Pavlovic rose highest to power a 
header into the corner, as another de-
fender netted from a set-piece.

There was even time for milinko-
vic-Savic to find the net with a meas-

ured shot from the edge of the area, 
which epassy could only get a hand 
to. The Lazio midfielder has been 
linked with top european clubs for 

years but a move has never material-
ized.

Cameroon’s defence for both 
goals could be questioned as Serbia’s 
rapid turnaround gave a better re-
flection of the game until then.

But an inspired substitution from 
Song set up another comeback.

Forward aboubakar entered the 
fray on 55 minutes and soon made a 
difference with his size and skill.

“We had some problems, but we 
always played to win and played a 
very good game in the end. We are 
super motivated before the game 
against Brazil. We will look for our 

chance,” said aboubakar.
His casual lobbed finish for his 

goal may well only have come about 
because he thought he was offside.

Serbia were then left shell-
shocked as he carefully played in 

Choupo-moting, who famously 
skipped the 2017 african nations 
Cup won by his team but is now very 
much part of the group again. mitro-
vic had the best chances for a winner 
but lacked composure.

Serbia’s defender Strahinja Pavlovic (right) heads the ball and scores his team’s first goal during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group G football match against Cameroon at 
the Al Janoub Stadium on Monday. (AFP)

We should have been smarter: Serbia coach Stojkovic
dpa 

Al WAkrAh

SerBIa coach Dragan Stojko-
vic felt his team should have 
“been smarter” in trying to 
see out their World Cup game 
against Cameroon.

Stojkovic’s side were in the 
driving seat after coming back 
from 1-0 down to lead 3-1 with 
26 minutes to play, only for the 
introduction of Vincent abou-
bakar to transform the game.

The al nassr striker reduced 
the deficit after 64 minutes, 
running on to Jean-Charles 
Castelletto’s through ball before 
producing an impudent scoop 
over Serbia goalkeeper Vanja 
milinkovic-Savic - the goal giv-
en after a Var check.

He then turned provider 
two minutes later, escaping 
down the right before crossing 
for eric Choupo-moting to fire 
in and salvage a 3-3 Group G 

draw at al Janoub Stadium.
Stojkovic rued what he felt 

were two defensive lapses that 
allowed Cameroon to claim a 
point.

He said: “We controlled 
the match and played the way 
we can but these two mistakes 
were decisive. This should not 

happen but due to the fatigue 
and a lack of concentration it’s a 
draw. We should have finished 
the match in a smarter way.” 
Both sides have a point from 
their two games and will keep a 
close eye on monday’s other 
Group G clash between Brazil 
and Switzerland to understand 

what they need to do on match-
day three.

“We have a chance,” added 
Stojkovic, whose side meet 
Tite’s men on Friday. “We seem 
to like the difficult road in order 
to achieve a goal.

“We have to be more con-
centrated, especially in defence. 
Such mistakes should not hap-
pen or repeated any more.” 
Cameroon boss rigobert 
Song, who left goalkeeper an-
dre onana out for disciplinary 
reasons, was delighted by his 
side’s determination to hit back 
from what seemed a lost cause.

“That’s part of our Dna,” he 
said. “It was missing in the first 
match [against Switzerland] 
but we tried to show it today.

“What was important for 
this match was to show that 
fighting spirit, that great de-
termination and that’s what we 
saw in a very committed perfor-
mance.” 
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Serbia’s coach Dragan Stojkovic reacts during the Qatar 2022 World 
Cup Group G football match against Cameroon. (AFP)

 Serbia take on the Swiss in their final group game on Friday when Cameroon play the Brazilians

Serbia Cameroon

3 3
Cameroon: Jean-Charles Castelletto 29’, Vincent Aboubakar 63’, Eric Maxime Choupo-Moting 66’  
Serbia: Strahinja Pavlovic 45+1’, Sergej Milinkovic-Savic 45+3’, Aleksandar Mitrovic 53’

SCORELINE

Cameroon’s forward Vincent Aboubakar scores his team’s second goal during the 
Qatar 2022 World Cup Group G football match between Cameroon and Serbia at 
the Al Janoub Stadium on Monday. (AFP)

I am satisfied because my players 
showed real fighting spirit. We were 
two goals down and came back. 
That is the spirit that was missing in 
the first game
 Cameroon coach Rigobert Song

Cameroon’s head coach Rigobert 
Song (right) oversees a training 
session of his players including 
Cameroon’s goalkeeper Andre 
Onana at the Al Sailiya on 
Sunday. (AFP)
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Luis Enrique looked at the big 
picture after spain were held to 
a draw with Germany, content 
with the fact La Roja head into 
their final World Cup Group E 
match as leaders.

Alvaro Morata’s second-
half goal had seemingly put 
spain on course for a second 
win in as many group games, 
and victory would have secured 
their place in the last 16.

But Niclas Fullkrug equal-
ised late on to earn Germany 
a point that will provide Die 
Nationalelf with a timely con-
fidence boost, even if their 
destiny is essentially in spain’s 
hands.

While spain enjoyed more 
of the ball on sunday, Ger-
many’s chances amounted to a 
greater expected goals (xG) to-
tal of 1.1 compared to 0.57, sug-
gesting Hansi Flick’s side cre-
ated the better opportunities.

Nevertheless, the reality is 
spain remain in control of the 
group with four points, and al-
though they might have been in 

even better shape after facing 
Germany, Luis Enrique has no 
qualms with their position.

“in theory this was the group 
of death,” he told La 1. 

“if after the draw we’d 
been told that after the first 
two matches we’d be the lead-
ers of the group and we depend 
only on ourselves, i would have 
signed for that.” 

Adding in his post-match 
press conference, he said: “A 
draw against Japan is enough, 
but we’re not going to specu-
late.

“Yes, it’s a pity, the result, 
but we have to be happy be-

cause we are leaders in this 
group of death.

“When the draw came out 
everyone was mesmerised by 
the quality, it was the group 
that drew gasps.

“This is such a short com-
petition that wanting to specu-
late on a game makes no sense. 
We will look for the best option 
in terms of the starting 11.

“An all-or-nothing compe-

tition begins now. This is our 
reality now and our goal is to 
go through as first in the group.

“Germany has to think 
about beating Costa Rica, 
which is a great team. You can 

be sure that we are going play 
Japan to win.” 

Frustration was seemingly 
the overwhelming emotion 
among the players.

But Luis Enrique felt Ger-
many were deserving of a point, 
even though he also reckoned 
spain wasted the opportunity 
to finish them off before Full-
krug struck his equaliser.

“Yes, that’s the feeling i got 
from players, they’re a bit disap-
pointed,” he continued. “[But] 
we could have been defeated, 
too. [the draw] is fair i’d say.

“We could have won, we 
could have got a decisive goal. 
Maybe that play with [Marco] 
Asensio at 1-0, he took the shot, 
it would have been decisive but 
it went over.

“Germany is a football 
force. We can’t rule them out 
for the winning the World Cup, 
but we put up a fight.” 

spain face Japan on Thurs-
day knowing victory will con-
firm top spot, while Germany 
go up against Costa Rica at 
the same time as they hope to 
climb from bottom into a quali-
fication berth.

In theory this was the group 
of death. If after the draw 
we’d been told that after the 
first two matches we’d be 
the leaders of the group and 
we depend only on 
ourselves, I would have 
signed for that. 
Spain coach Luis Enrique

Enrique looks at the big picture for Spain
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suBsTiTuTE Niclas Fullkrug’s 
equalizer in the 1-1 draw with spain 
means he should start the World 
Cup Group E decider against Cos-
ta Rica, former Germany players 
have said.

The Werder Bremen striker 
only made his debut in a World 
Cup warm-up against Oman 
and also scored. Germany have 
lacked a number nine since Miro-
slav Klose’s retirement and Timo 
Werner was ruled out of Qatar 
through injury.

“He just 
pulls the 
trigger in 
the way 
he does for Bremen. 
He’s put in a really good job ap-
plication for the next game,” 2014 
World Cup winner Per Mertesack-
er told ZDF.

Germany need to beat Costa 
Rica on Thursday and hope Japan 
lose to spain to reach the last 16. 
if Japan draw and Germany win, 
goal difference comes into play.

Füllkrug, 29, has 10 goals in the 
Bundesliga this season and is the 

top German scorer. 
This time last year he was 
playing in the second division.

“He has the momentum, hats 
off to him,” said Michael Ballack. 
“The guys who are in form in the 
league should get their chance. 
Why not throw him in at the deep 
end?” 

Former Germany player Ta-
bea Kemme told Magenta TV: “i 
would have put him in the start-
ing 11 in the first game. He always 
proves his attacking spirit and he 
has shown that it is right that he is 

there.” 
Press reaction from Germany 

included a front page headline 
from the tabloid Bild which read: 
“Hooray, we are still alive.” Brit-
ain’s the Times made a nod 
to Füllkrug’s appear-
ance.

“Gap-toothed as-
sassin Niclas Füllkrug 
gets Germany out of 
gaping hole at Qatar 
2022,” it said.

Germany assistant coach 
Danny Röhl would not confirm 
anything about Füllkrug and Costa 
Rica but told reporters on Monday: 
“Fülle is a team leader. He gets for-
ward. He is good for the team.” 

Leroy sané, who missed the 2-1 
defeat to Japan due to knee prob-
lems, offered spark when coming 
off the bench against spain. 

German pundits call for Fullkrug 
to start, Sane expected to be fit

Goalkeeper Neuer relieved 
Germany ‘still alive’

STATS Perform/
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MANuEL Neuer 
expressed relief that 

Germany are “still alive” in 
the World Cup after they sal-

vaged a 1-1 draw with spain on 
sunday.

Germany’s hopes of reaching 
the round of 16 suffered a shock 
blow when they lost their first 
match against Japan.

Yet Costa Rica responded to 
a 7-0 thrashing at the hands of 
spain by beating Japan 1-0 to 
leave all to play for in Group E’s 
final games.

Alvaro Morata put spain ahead 
in the battle between the Group E 
heavyweights at Al Bayt stadium, 
but Germany’s Niclas Fullkrug 
came off the bench to equalise and 
secure his team’s first point.

in order to progress, Hansi 
Flick’s Germany side must beat 
Costa Rica in their last group 
match on Thursday and hope 
spain do them a favour against 
Japan.

Goalkeeper Neuer, who de-
nied Dani Olmo an early goal 
when he palmed his shot against 
the crossbar, is just pleased Ger-
many still have a chance of avoid-
ing a second successive World Cup 
exit at the group stage.

“it was a tough match against 
a very good spain side,” said the 
Germany captain. “We took on the 
fight and didn’t allow them many 
chances over the 90 minutes.

“Our defensive work was su-
perb from front to back. Our com-
pactness made it difficult for them 
to score a goal against us. Their 
goal was simply quality and very 
hard to defend against. Neverthe-
less, we continued to believe in 
ourselves.

“The main thing is that we’re 
still alive. The thing we can have in-
fluence over is getting three points 
against Costa Rica.” 

The 29-year-old Werder 
Bremen striker said: “We were de-
termined to get a result from the 
game, and it was very important 
for our confidence.

“We still have room for im-
provement. We don’t need to get 
carried away, but we can go into 

the final game with hope that we 
can make it through.”

STATS Perform/dPA
Doha 

CANELO Alvarez has issued a warning to 
Lionel Messi as he accused the Argentina 
forward of disrespecting the Mexico flag 
following saturday’s World Cup clash.

Argentina kept their hopes of being 
crowned champions alive with a 2-0 vic-
tory over Mexico, Messi scoring the open-
ing goal with a sublime finish from out-
side the penalty area.

Messi has incurred the wrath of box-
ing star Canelo after footage emerged of 
the Argentina captain with a Mexico shirt 
in front of him on the floor in the dressing 
room during the post-match celebrations.

As Messi pulled off his boot, he ap-
peared to have caught the shirt with his 
foot and Canelo was not impressed.

“Did you see Messi cleaning the floor 
with our shirt and flag???? i ask God that 
i don’t find (him)!!” he posted on Twitter.

The Mexican fighter added: “Just as 
i respect Argentina, you have to respect 
Mexico!! i’m not talking about the country 
(Argentina), i’m talking about Messi.” 

Canelo, whose tweets were full of ex-
pletives, wrote in another social media 
post: “since the 
Mexico shirt is 
on the ground, 
it’s already an 
insult.

A r g e n t i n a 
go into their 
final Group C 
game against 
leaders Poland 
knowing a win 
will put them into 
the round of 16, 
while a draw will be 
sufficient if Mexico draw 
with saudi Arabia.

Mexico need a win 
to have any chance 
of progressing, while 
they also need a help-
ing hand from Po-
land. 

Boxer Canelo issues 
Messi warning over 

alleged Mexico 
disrespect

Mexican boxer Canelo Alvarez.

Argentina’s forward 
Lionel Messi.

Spain’s coach Luis Enrique takes part in a training session at Qatar Universty training site in Doha on Monday. (aFP)

Germany’s forward Leroy Sane (2nd R) runs with the ball as Spain’s goalkeeper 
Unai Simon (L) marks him during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group E 
match at the Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday. (aFP)

Germany’s goalkeeper Manuel Neuer misses to save a shot by Spain’s forward 
Alvaro Morata during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group E match at the Al 
Bayt Stadium on Sunday. (aFP)

 He has the momentum, 
hats off to him. The guys who are 

in form in the league should 
get their chance. Why not 

throw him in at the deep 
end?.

Michael Ballack
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  Group H  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Portugal 2 2 0 0 5 2 3 6
Ghana 2 1 0 1 5 5 0 3
South Korea 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1
Uruguay 2 0 1 1 0 2 -2 1

  Group G  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Brazil 2 2 0 0 3 0 3 6
Switzerland 2 1 0 1 1 1 0 3
Cameroon 2 0 1 1 3 4 -1 1
Serbia 2 0 1 1 3 5 -2 1

 Group a  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
NED 2 1 1 0 3 1 2 4
Ecuador 2 1 1 0 3 2 1 4
Senegal 2 1 0 1 3 3 0 3
Qatar 2 0 0 2 1 5 -4 0

 Group b  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
England 2 1 1 0 6 2 4 4
Iran 2 1 0 1 4 6 -2 3
USA 2 0 2 0 1 1 0 2
Wales 2 0 1 1 1 3 -2 1

 Group C  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Poland 2 1 1 0 2 0 2 4
Argentina  2 1 0 1 3 2 1 3
Saudi 2 1 0 1 2 3 -1 3
Mexico 2 0 1 1 0 2 -2 1

 Group e  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Spain 2 1 1 0 8 1 7 4
Japan 2 1 0 1 2 2 0 3
Costa Rica 2 1 0 1 1 7 -6 3
Germany 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1

 Group d  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
France 2 2 0 0 6 2 4 6
Australia 2 1 0 1 2 4 -2 3
Denmark 2 0 1 1 1 2 -1 1
Tunisia 2 0 1 1 0 1 -1 1

  Group F  p  W  d   L GF  Ga  Gd  pts
Croatia 2 1 1 0 4 1 3 4
Morocco 2 1 1 0 2 0 2 4
Belgium 2 1 0 1 1 2 -1 3
Canada 2 0 0 2 1 5 -4 0

Group staGe standinGs

Por vs UrU 
makes for 
a thrilling 

watch
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FANS GAIN AS 
GOALS RAIN
Of the four matches on Day 6, Korea vs Ghana and 
Cameroon vs Serbia made for a scintillating watch. 
While the Korean fightback fell short of a Ghanian 
scramble for survival, ending 3-2 in favour of the 
Black Stars, Cameroon came back from behind to 
draw with Serbia 3-3. Brazil, meanwhile, overcame 
the absence of Neymar to beat Switzerland 1-0 and 
advance to the round of the 16 of the World Cup on 
Monday.
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QNA
Doha

Hosts Qatar seek a final honourable 
showdown against Netherlands on tues-
day evening in the last Group A fixture at 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, at Al Bayt 
stadium.

Felix sanchez’s men, who are break-
ing their World Cup duck, were eliminat-
ed after a 0-2 opening match loss to Ec-
uador and a subsequent 1-3 defeat from 
senegal, leaving the other three sides 
clashing for reaching the knockouts.

the spanish will depend on the 
slightly-improving performance against 
senegal to give a good display against 
Netherlands in a pressure-free match.

In press statements, sanchez said his 
side paid the price for their defense mis-
takes against Ecuador and senegal de-
spite a noticeable improvement in their 
attacking performance that saw forward 
Mohamed Muntari netting for the Ma-
roons their first-ever World Cup goal 
against senegal.

Captain Hassan Al Haydos apolo-
gized for Qatari fans for their under-

whelming performance in their 
first-ever World Cup appear-
ance, reiterating that his side 
paid a dear price for their de-
fense mistakes and affirmed that 
they showed a high-octane match 
against senegal. He further 
called on his mates 
to throw all their 
weight behind a last 
honorable appear-
ance against Neth-
erlands.

sitting atop 
the group along 
with Ecuador 
with four points 
apiece and +2 
goal difference, 
N e t h e r l a n d s 
will pursue a 
rout to evade 
a high octane 
last-16 clash 
with the UK, 
the clear fa-
vorites to lead 
Group B.

Hosts Qatar seek a final honourable showdown against Netherlands on Tuesday.

QAtAr  
seek to undo the hurt  
against Netherlands

STATS Perform/dPA
Berlin 

LoUIs van Gaal does not be-
lieve he has placed added pres-
sure on his Netherlands squad 
by targeting World Cup glory, 
instead suggesting the players 
are on board with his ambi-
tious aims.

Van Gaal talked up or-
anje’s chances right from the 
start of this tournament and 
has continued to do so, even 
if their performances in beat-
ing senegal and drawing with 
Ecuador have not been entirely 
convincing.

the Netherlands still have 
work to do in their third match 
against hosts Qatar on 
tuesday to book a 
last-16 place, but 
the coach does 
not regret be-
ing so open 

with his goals 
for the finals.

“I hope this 
is no pressure at 
all, because I think 
you always have to 
identify the goal, the 
purpose for which you 
are here,” he told reporters on 
Monday. “then you can work 
towards that purpose.

“If you don’t identify that 
purpose and say the quarter-
finals is enough, that is not 
the right way to do things. the 
right thing is to say you want to 
become champions.

“I set out the reasons why 
we can become champions. I 
didn’t say we would become 
champions, but we can. the 
players believe in that.” that 
belief is evident in Frenkie de 
Jong, appearing alongside Van 
Gaal, as he said: “I think we 
have an excellent squad. We 
have demonstrated that on 
more than enough occasions.

“We are 17 matches un-
beaten, that is telling. We have 
four points, and we played two 
excellent opponents. We’re 
well positioned despite the fact 
the last match we didn’t play as 

well as we could.
“We talked a lot in the squad 

about what we want to do, what 
we want to improve. Everyone 
is full of confidence, so it’s up 
to us to show you.” Van Gaal 
plans to stay up to date with 
the score from the other game 
in Group A on tuesday - the 
Netherlands will advance even 
with a defeat if senegal also 
lose against Ecuador - but he is 
not overly concerned whether 
his side top the pool and secure 
a supposedly easier draw.

“If you want to become a 
world champion, you will have 
to be capable of beating eve-
ryone,” he said. “Particularly 
those countries you don’t sus-

pect will progress very 
far, they are pro-

gressing or mak-
ing it difficult.” 

the Nether-
lands will also 
need their key 
players fit and 
firing if they 
are to go all the 

way.
Van Gaal is 

“not surprised at all” 
by Cody Gakpo’s form 

at the finals, believing he can 
“evolve even further, much fur-
ther”, but he knows Memphis 
Depay can be decisive.

“to become world cham-
pion, we need Memphis,” said 
Van Gaal. “that’s how I see it.” 
Depay has not started yet as he 
works his way back from inju-
ry, but the coach added: “We’re 
going to do anything and eve-
rything to progress to the next 
match. We’re still in the group 
stage, but in the knockout stage 
every match is important.” If 
Van Gaal is able to guide the 
Netherlands to glory, could he 
yet stay on as coach into 2023? 
the coach himself pointed out 
that would be unlikely, given 
Ronald Koeman has been ap-
pointed as his successor, but 
he added: “If we become world 
champion, then the football 
world is a very opportunistic 
world. You never know.”

‘The players believe’,   
no regret targeting 
World Cup glory:

Van Gaal

Netherlands’ coach Louis Van Gaal (L) and midfielder Frenkie De Jong 
attend a press conference in Doha on Monday . (aFP)

We want to leave 
World Cup with 
heads held high, 
says almoez ali

QNA
Doha

QAtAR’s national team forward 
Almoez Ali said his side would seek 
an honourable showing in their last 
World Cup group stage game against 
the Netherlands, scheduled to be 
held on tuesday, to leave the tourna-
ment with their heads held high.

speaking at the pre-match press 
conference, Ali voiced hopes for 
a better performance against the 
Netherlands to bring fans joy and 
pride. He regretted Al Annabi’s ina-

bility to advance to the knockouts.
In response to a ques-

tion by Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), Ali 
voiced hopes to net in 
the World Cup as he 
did in the Asian Cup, 

the Copa America 
2019, the Gold 
Cup 2021 and 
in the European 
qualifiers, elab-
orating that his 
main objective 
would always 
be to help the 

na- tional team in the 
last match to leave the World 
Cup in the best way possible.

It was Qatar’s first World 
Cup appearance, but it will not 
be the last, he said.

The 
Dutch still 
have work  

to do in their 
third match 

against hosts 
Qatar

Group A: Netherlands v Qatar (6 pm) at Al Bayt Stadium 

Qatar’s players take part in a training session at the Aspire Zone Training Site in Doha on Monday, on the eve of the Qatar 2022 World Cup football match between Netherlands and Qatar. (aFP)

netherlands need a win or a draw to qualify to the last 16 for the 

11th time regardless of the result between Senegal and ecuador.

if netherlands lose they will qualify directly to the second round 

if ecuador beat Senegal, but if Senegal win the goal difference or 

fairplay tiebreaker will decide second place in the group.

netherlands never won the title but were runners-up three times 

in 1974, 1978 and 2010.

Qatar were the first team to be eliminated from the finals, and it 

was only the second time that a host country exited the tournament 

in the first round after South africa in 2010. 

Qatar will try to avoid being the first host country to fail to win a 

game in the finals. 

Mohammed Muntari made history when he scored Qatar’s first 

World Cup goal in the 3-1 defeat by Senegal. 

Previous meetings: 

This will be the first meeting between the sides.

Key Stats



DPA
Berlin

Gareth Bale does not be-
lieve he has any added re-
sponsibility on his shoulders 
ahead of Wales’ showdown 
with england, who rob Page 
has described as a “beatable” 
opponent.

Wales face an early exit 
from their first World Cup 
since 1958 as they require vic-
tory against england and for 
the United States and Iran 
to draw in tuesday’s other 
Group B match.

the Dragons, who fol-
lowed up a 1-1 draw against 
the US with a 2-0 loss to Iran, 
will also advance to the knock-
out stage with an improbable 
4-0 victory over their fierce 
rivals.

Bale played a major role in 
Wales ending their long wait 
to play on the world stage, as 
he did in their successful cam-
paigns in qualifying for euro 
2016 and euro 2020.

ahead of what could be his 
final appearance for Wales at 
a tournament, though, the Los 
angeles FC forward is hop-
ing to respond to the Iran loss 
with a result against england.

“We’re disappointed in the 
results and performance so 
far but that’s football,” he said 
at Monday’s pre-match news 
conference. “this is a World 
Cup and it’s not easy.  “We’ll 

always give 100% and we want 
to try to make things better. 
the last few days we’ve been 
working hard and hopefully 
things turn around for us now.

“We’re in good spirits for 
this next match. this is tour-
nament football and we have 
to go again.” Bale scored his 
side’s only goal of Qatar 2022 
so far, a late penalty against 
the US, but he has had the few-

est touches of the ball of any 
Wales player in both matches.

the 33-year-old has man-
aged only two shots, one of 
those being his spot-kick ef-
fort, but he insists his nation’s 
hopes against england do not 
rest solely on him.

“I don’t feel an added re-
sponsibility. We’re a team 
and nation who work hard for 
each other and we must deliv-
er as a team, not one person,” 
he said.  

“We’ve been working hard 
these last couple days. We 
would have loved to have been 
winning but the reality is foot-
ball is hard, but we’ve been 
keeping our spirits high.” 
Wales have never previously 
failed to win a single match 
at any of their major tourna-
ment participations, but they 
have a poor record against 
neighbours england down the 
years.

however, in a game Wales 
simply must win if they are to 
have any hope of prolonging 

their stay in Qatar, manager 
Page is optimistic his side can 
end that terrible run.

“this tournament has 
shown anyone’s beatable - of 
course england are beatable,” 
Page said.

“they’ve got a wonderful 

pool of players, but we must 
show what we’re capable of.” 
echoing the views of his man-
ager, Bale said: “absolutely. 
We’ve done our homework 
and had meetings, which I’m 
sure they’ve also done. It’s go-
ing to be a difficult game.
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Wales’ forward Gareth Bale and  coach Rob Page at a press conference 
on Monday. (AFP)
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Bale feels no extra pressure as Wales prepare to face England

PA MeDiA/DPA
Doha

Gareth Southgate says Phil 
Foden has a big part to play in 
england’s World Cup campaign.

the Manchester City mid-
fielder has played just 19 min-
utes of football in Qatar across 
england’s opening two games.

he came off the bench in the 
opening 6-2 thrashing of Iran 
but was an unused substitute in 
Friday’s goalless stalemate with 
the US.

there was widespread clam-
our for Foden to be introduced 
and Southgate was criticized for 
not utilizing the 22-year-
old as his side struggled 
to create chances at 
the al Bayt Stadium.

the england boss 
has been tipped to make 
changes in the 
final Group B 
game against 
Wales on 
t u e s d a y , 
with Foden 

potentially one of those to ben-
efit.

“We are intending to be here 
as long as we can and he is a su-
per player. We think the world 
of him and he is going to play 
a big part,” Southgate told ItV 
Sport.

“We love Phil. he’s a super 
player. he’s obviously been into 
the first game (v Iran). We de-
cided not to put him into the 
second but he is going to play an 
important part in this tournament 
for us. there is no question about 
that.” 

Speaking on Sunday, City and 

england team-mate Kalvin Phil-
lips backed Foden to “shine” when 
given his chance and Southgate 
admits he could fulfil a number of 
roles.

“We haven’t got any issue with 
Phil,” he added.

“In September he started 
both games for 

us. We put him 
into the game 

against Iran. We decided to stick 
with that team (against the US) 
and we felt the changes required 
something a little bit different for 
the game with the United States.

“he can play on the wing. he 
can play as a false nine and he can 
play behind the striker - he doesn’t 
do that as often for his club.

“he is very flexible. he works 
hard for the team and of course he 
has got fabulous technical ability.” 

Ben White missed england 
training through illness on the eve 
of the clash with Wales.

the defender has yet to play 
a minute in Qatar and looks set 
to miss the Wales game. the re-
maining 25 members of the squad 
trained in 30-degree Celsius heat, 
including James Maddison as he 
pushes to be involved following 
a knee complaint.

England’s coach Gareth Southgate 
(left) and player Jordan Henderson at 
the Qatar National Convention Center 
(QNCC) in Doha on Monday. (AFP)

Key Stats
 england have beaten 
Wales in their last six meet-
ings. 
 england also kept a 
clean sheet in five of those 
matches 
 Gareth Bale is the only 
Welsh player to score 
against england in the 21st 
century when he opened the 
scoring in a 2-1 loss at the 
2016 euros. 
 england will progress to 
the knockouts with a draw 
while a win will seal top spot 
in the group. 
 Wales must beat england 
and hope the match be-

tween the United States and 
iran ends in a draw. if the 
other game has a winner, 
Wales must beat england by 
at least four goals. 
 
Previous meetings 
 england and Wales have 
played 103 times since their 
first meeting in 1879. 
 england have beaten 
Wales 68 times and lost 14 
while 21 games have ended 
in a draw. 
 The teams last played 
an international friendly in 
october 2020 which england 
won 3-0.

iS A kEy PlAyEr for 
EnGlAnd AhEAd of thEir  
mAtch AGAinSt WAlES

fodEn
SouthGAtE bEliEvES 

DPA
Doha

LUKe Shaw believes the way Wales cel-
ebrated england’s elimination from euro 
2016 will add extra motivation to their 
World Cup clash - but insists Gareth 
Southgate’s side are too respectful to fol-
low suit.

the neighbouring nations meet at 
ahmed bin ali Stadium on tuesday in 
their final Group B game.

While england are favourites to pro-
gress as group winners despite an unin-
spiring goalless draw against the United 
States on Friday which left some sup-
porters jeering at full-time, Wales are on 
the cusp of elimination.

robert Page’s side also drew with the 
USa but were deservedly beaten by Iran 
in their second game.

they now need a minor miracle to get 
out of the group but could yet advance - 
and send england home - with a big win.

the sides met in the group stages 
in France six years ago as Daniel Stur-
ridge scored an injury-time winner for 
england, who were then embarrassingly 
dumped out by Iceland as Wales pro-
gressed through to the semi-finals.

Footage emerged of the Wales play-
ers celebrating jubilantly as england 
crashed out and Shaw feels that could 
add spice to tuesday’s meeting.

“I think you could say that,” he said 
when asked if the Wales reaction would 
provide extra motivation.

“But our motivation in itself has to be 
at its highest level. We are at the World 
Cup. We have great aims for what we 
want to achieve.

“We have to have the maximum 
motivation at every game. I don’t think 
there’s any more motivation than what 
we have already.

“We have to have 100 per cent mo-
tivation in every training session and 
every game that we have.” Shaw, 27, has 
started both of england’s games in Qatar 
and scored in the euro 2020 final defeat 
to Italy last summer.

Wales’ mockery 
of eNglaNd at 

euro 2016  
provides  

extra 
 motivatioN:

Foden’s       
versatility
he can play on the wing. he can 
play as a false nine and he can 
play behind the striker - he 
doesn’t do that as often for his 
club. he is very flexible. he works 
hard for the team and of course 
he has got fabulous technical 
ability.

Group b: Wales vs England (10pm) at Ahmad bin Ali Stadium

shaW



dpa
Berlin

CoaCh Gregg Berhalter apologised for 
US Soccer posting an altered Iran flag 
on social media but insisted he and the 
United States team knew nothing of it in 
a tense World Cup pre-match news con-
ference.

The Group B meeting of the USMNT 
and Iran was always likely to be politically 
charged given the friction between the two 
countries.

In an early answer at his media brief-
ing on Monday, Berhalter sought to head 
off such questions, saying: “When I think 

about this match, I know a lot of other 
constituents have a lot of feelings to-
wards it.

“For us, it’s a soccer game against 
a good team. It’s not much more 
than that. It’s a knockout game, both 
teams are desperate to go to the next 
round. That’s how we’re looking at 
this match.” But that did little to quell 
the line of questioning, which was not 
helped by a Twitter post on Sunday.

US Soccer uploaded an edited Iran 
flag without the emblem of the Islamic 

Republic in a move to support pro-
testors in the country, where 

there has been unrest since 
the September death 

of Mahsa amini, a 
22-year-old woman 
who died in police 
custody after be-
ing arrested for her 
refusal to wear the 
mandatory hijab.

That post 
prompted outrage 
in Iran, including 
state-affiliated 

media Tasnim 
calling for the 

United States to be removed from the 
World Cup.

Tyler adams, who was corrected 
on his pronunciation of “Iran”, said the 
USMNT “support Iran’s people and 
Iran’s team” but are “laser-focused on this 
match”.

Berhalter expanded more on the 
topic, replying initially: “We had no idea 
about what US Soccer put out, the staff, 
the players had no idea. our focus is on 
this match.

“I don’t want to sound aloof or not 
caring in saying that, but the guys have 
worked really hard for the past four years. 
We have 72 hours between England and 
Iran, and we really are just focused on how 
to get past Iran and go to the knockout 
stage of this tournament.

“of course our thoughts are with the 
Iranian people, the whole country, the 
whole team, everyone, but our focus is on 
this match.” When Berhalter was asked 
again about the Twitter post, he said: “I 
can only reiterate that the players and the 
staff knew nothing about what was being 
posted. Sometimes things are out of our 
control.

“We believe it’ll be a match where the 
result depends on who puts more effort 
on, who executes better on the field, not 
what happens outside.

“We can only apologise on behalf of 
the players and the staff. It’s not some-
thing we’re a part of.” Former USMNT 
coach Jurgen Klinsmann had not helped 
matters when he accused Iran of having 

“worked the referee” against Wales, sug-
gesting getting to the match officials and 
pushing the boundaries of acceptability 
was “part of their culture”.

Iran boss Carlos Queiroz responded in 
a series of Twitter posts, calling for Klins-
mann to be sacked from a role with FIFa, 
but he would not answer questions on the 
matter at his own news conference.

Berhalter added little, saying: “I’m up 
here to discuss the game USa-Iran, not 
Jurgen Klinsmann.

“You’re talking about a guy who’s up 
on the TV. If you want a comment on what 
he said and how he said it, you should ask 
Jurgen.” But it was not only questions 
from Iranian reporters that caused Ber-
halter some discomfort, with US media 
relaying Eric Wynalda’s claim the coach 
had asked Gio Reyna to lie about an injury 
to explain his absence from the USMNT’s 
first match.

“Speaking of a four-year journey, 
there’s been also four years of interacting 
with you guys,” Berhalter said. “I’ll leave it 
to you to decide if I asked Gio to lie about 
it.

“That’s just not who I am, that’s not 
what I represent. If you have to take Eric’s 
word or my word or whatever, feel free. I 
know what happened. That’s not what I 
represent.

“Like every other person, Gio’s a 
member of this team we care deeply for, 
and we know he can help the team. It’s a 
matter of when he can help us and how he 
can help us.”
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Group B: USA vs Iran (10pm) at Al thumama Stadium

USA’s midfielder Tyler Adams (right) and coach Gregg Berhalter during a press  
conference at the QNCC in Doha on Monday. (AFP)

Queiroz won’t be distracted by off-field 
issues as Iran eye round 16 berth

pa Media/dpa
dohA

IRaN coach Carlos Queiroz 
will not allow himself or the 
team to fall into the trap of any 
mind games and ‘self destruct’ 
ahead of their crucial World 
Cup Group B showdown 
against the United States.

The Iranian Football Fed-
eration has complained to 
FIFa about the US removing 
the Islamic Republic sym-
bol from the nation’s flag in 
some social media posts in the 
build-up to Tuesday night’s 
match at the al Thumama Sta-
dium.

Queiroz himself also be-
come embroiled in a war of 
words with Jürgen Klinsmann 
after the former Germany 
striker spoke about how Iran 
had been deemed to have de-
ployed gamesmanship and 
“worked the referee” during 
their win over Wales.

The squad has also played 
against a background of 
widespread anti-govern-
ment protests in Iran, which 
were sparked by the death of 
22-year-old Mahsa amini, 
who died in custody in Sep-
tember having been detained 
for allegedly failing to follow 
the country’s Islamic dress 
code.

Nevertheless, former Man-

chester United assistant man-
ager and Real Madrid boss 
Queiroz insisted he and all of 
the players were fully focussed 
on their next game - and the 
chance to progress to the last 
16.

Iran are second in Group B 
on three points, one point be-
hind leaders England and one 
ahead of the US, with all four 
nations still in contention for 
a top-two finish.

“I need to be with my 
mind preparing them to play 
the best football on the 
day,” Queiroz said.

“Because if my 
mind falls in the 
trap to pay at-
tention and de-
struct with all 
those things, I 
am lying to foot-
ball. I will not do 
that to my father 
and I will not do that 
to the game.” Queiroz 
added: “If after 42 years 
in this game as coach, I still 
believe that I could win games 
with those mental games, I 
think I did not learn anything 
about the game and this is not 
the case.

“Those collective set of 
events which are surrounding 
this World Cup, I hope it will 
be a good lesson for all of us 
in the future and that in the 

next event, we will learn that 
our mission here is to create 
entertainment and at least 
during 90 minutes, make the 
people happy.”

In a Twitter thread posted 
on Saturday night, Queiroz 
had called for Klinsmann to 
resign from his role as a mem-
ber of FIFa’s Technical Study 
Group, labelling the German’s 
comments as “outrageous” 
and a “disgrace to football”.

Former US manager and 
1990 World Cup win-

ner Klinsmann has 
also faced wider 

criticism for 
his remarks, 
which were 
made dur-
ing pun-
ditry for 
the BBC, 
and sought 

to smooth 
the waters in 

an subsequent 
interview on Sunday.

Queiroz had also been 
pressed during Monday’s 
pre-match media conference 
for further response to Klins-
mann’s outburst.

however, Queiroz again 
looked to defuse tensions 
when asked if he felt Iran 
would continue to face criti-
cism ahead of their final group 
match.

“(I have) no comment (on 
Klinsmann) just a reference 
that I always worked and I al-
ways believed in my life that a 
football team must be based 
on the work ethics and prin-
ciples of what is a team,” the 
Portuguese coach said.

“When we respect and we 
commit ourselves to the val-
ues and principles of being 
part of a team, we can only be 
better, more stronger.

“This is what I always be-
lieve in my life and I will al-
ways work in that direction, to 
create a coach code of conduct 
in terms of principles and val-
ues that can make the play-
ers believe that every single 
morning when they wake up, 
they only have one challenge 
in mind - to be better, to com-
pete against themselves and 
they need to be better than the 
others.” 

“When we are a team that 
moves with the feeling of har-
mony, it is like a collective 
brain that thinks and acts at 
the same time.

“This is what in our first 
game (against England) was 
not so good, but we (went) 
back to the roots and in the 
second game we are able to 
implement our collective stra-
tegic thinking, feeling and act-
ing and that is why we become 
more strong.”

Iran’s Portuguese coach Carlos Queiroz at a press conference at 
QNCC (above) and with players at AL Rayyan SC on Monday. (AFP)

Iran 
are second 

in Group B on three 
points, one point  

behind leaders  
England and one ahead 

of the US

apologises

tense

BErhAltEr

for IrAn 
flAG PoSt

dUrInG A

nEwS
BrIEfInG

USA coach Gregg Berhalter 
takes part in a training session 

at Al Gharrafa Sports Club in 
Doha on Monday. (AFP)

* With a spot in the knockout stages at stake, there will be added 
significance to a politically charged clash. 
* The geopolitical rivals have met once before at a World Cup in France 
1998 in what at the time was dubbed “The Mother of All Games”. 
* iran’s 2-1 win over the U.S. that day was their first ever victory at a 
World Cup. 
* Prior to the match iran presented the U.S. team with white roses. 
Previous meetings 
* The two sides have met just twice before with the U.S. having yet to 
win. iran won their first meeting 2-1 at the 1998 World Cup before 
drawing 1-1 in an international friendly in 2000.

Key stats 
* iran were thrashed 6-2 by england in their group 
opener but then recovered to beat Wales 2-0. 
* The U.S. have two draws, 0-0 against england after 
their opening 1-1 with Wales. 
* iran have never gone past the group stage. 
* The U.S. return to the World Cup for the first time 
in eight years after failing to qualify for the 2018 
showcase in russia. 
* defender deAndre Yedlin is the only player in the 
U.S. squad with any World Cup experience.
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Ecuador coach Gustavo 
alfaro is confident captain 
and talisman Enner Va-
lencia will be fit and firing 
for his side’s decisive final 
World cup group game 
against Senegal on Tues-
day.

Former West Ham and 
Everton striker Valencia 
has scored all three of Ec-
uador’s goals in the tourna-
ment so far and the last six 
overall for his country at 
the World cup but is carry-
ing a knee injury.

The 33-year-old struck 
twice in the 2-0 opening-
night win over hosts Qatar 
and then grabbed the vital 
equaliser in the 1-1 draw 
with the Netherlands.

Those results have left 
the South americans need-
ing just a draw from their 
final Group a outing on 
Tuesday to qualify for the 
last 16 but Valencia’s fit-
ness is a worry after he was 
forced off in both games.

Speaking at his pre-
match press conference 
Monday, alfaro said: “un-
fortunately he has a knee 
sprain but he has a big 
heart and wants to be in 
every battle for our nation-
al team.

“He wants to be there 
and, of course, his leader-
ship is something that we 
always need.

“He’s an extraordinary 
player. He’s someone I 
would always pick for 
my national team. 
We’ll try to have 
him ready for the 
upcoming match.

“If he’s not ready from 
the beginning I hope he 
can be present at some 
point but I have confi-
dence because I know that 
he will want to be there. 
He’s feisty.” Ecuador are 
level with the Netherlands 
at the top of the group on 
four points, with Senegal a 
point further behind.

alfaro insists there is 
no prospect of his side sim-
ply playing for a draw.

He said: “We can’t just 
change our playing style 
and our essence. We are 
not just thinking about get-
ting a draw.

“I told my players that 
if we come out just try-
ing to draw the game, we 
wouldn’t be successful. We 
need to be protagonists. 
That’s our playing style.” 
Senegal realistically need 
to win to have hope of pro-
gress. There is a scenario 
where a draw would suffice 
if the Netherlands suffer an 
unlikely defeat to already-
eliminated hosts Qatar, 
but coach aliou cisse is not 
counting on that.

The former Birming-
ham and Portsmouth mid-
fielder said: “For us there is 
no other option - we have 
to play a perfect game to 
try to win.

“I hope that he (Valen-
cia) will not be there, he is 
one of the best players in 
the tournament and Ecua-
dor are a great team.

“The objective is to 
do like Morocco, who we 

congratulate for a very 
good victory against 

Belgium. This can 
be a source of in-
spiration for us 

Former West Ham and 
Everton striker Valencia 

has scored all three of 
Ecuador’s goals in the 

tournament so far

Group A: EcuAdor vs sEnEGAl (6pm) At KhAlifA intErnAtionAl stAdium

Senagal’s players jog during a training session at Duhail 
Handball Sports Hall on Monday. (AFP)

Senegal’s 
coach 
Aliou Cisse 
gives a 
press con-
ference at 
the Qatar 
National 
Convention 
Center on 
Monday. 
(AFP)

Key Stats
 Senegal must win to 
ensure they earn a place in 
the last 16, though a draw 
may be enough if Qatar 
beat the netherlands by 
two goals or more. A draw 
will see Ecuador advance, 
while they could still go 
through in defeat if Qatar 
get a big enough win over 
netherlands 
 Ecuador’s last six goals 
at the World Cup, all 
scored in the 2014 and 
2022 tournaments, have 
been netted by forward En-
ner Valencia. He has three 
in this campaign and is 
comfortably his country’s 
all-time leading scorer at 
the global finals ahead of 
Agustin delgado (3 goals) 
 Ecuador are playing 
in their fourth World Cup 
with aspirations to 
surpass their 
previous best 
performance 
when they 
reached the 
last 16 in Ger-
many in 2006 

 Senegal reached the 
World Cup quarter-finals 
on debut in 2002 but were 
eliminated in the group 
stage on fair play points in 
their second visit in 2018 
when they finished level 
with Japan 
 Senegal have met 
South American opposi-
tion twice at the World 
Cup. They drew 3-3 with 
Uruguay in 2002 and lost 
1-0 to Colombia in 2018. 
Ecuador have never faced 
an African nation at the 
finals 

Previous meetings:  
Ecuador and Senegal have 
met on one previous oc-
casion when they played 
a pre-World Cup friendly in 
2002. The African nation 
triumphed 1-0
 Cras mattis purus ia-

culis, bibe eu, gravida 
erat.uscrese iaculis, 
bibe eu, gravida ndum 
purus eu, gravida. 
Fusce tincidu

AlfAro 
hopEs
‘fEisty’ 
vAlEnciA 

EcuAdor 

boss 

to fAcE
is fit
sEnEGAl

Ecuador’s defender Angelo Preciado (centre) controls a 
ball during a training session at Mesaimeer SC training 
facilities on Monday. (AFP)
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Women referees realizing potential at FIFA World Cup 2022
MeriaM Jelliti 

Doha 

With six women referees in 
business at the ongoing FiFA 
World Cup 2022, many believe 
that the 22nd edition of the 
greatest football show in Qatar 
has achieved a significant and 
society changing step.

three female referees out of 
36 main referees are part of the 
2022 World Cup, besides the 
three women who are assistant 
referees and among the “VAR” 
teams. these women had not 
participated in the manage-
ment of such a major champi-
onships before, but their great 
career in their countries, espe-
cially their professional foreign 
participation made “FiFA” 
choose them to officiate match-
es at the World Cup.

French referee, Stephanie 
Frappart, was the first of the 
three present as a fourth ref-
eree on the refereeing team 
for the Mexico match against 
Poland, making her the first fe-
male member of the refereeing 
team in the 2022 World Cup 
matches, thus achieving a his-
toric first.

the French referee has ap-
peared in 13 matches since the 
start of the last season between 
the French League and the Eu-
ropean Championships. Frap-
part has shown 53 yellow cards 
during the 13 matches, in addi-
tion to two red cards.

it is noteworthy that Frap-
part became a referee in the 
French first division, and thus 
she refereed European match-
es, since 2019.

She entered the history of 
football, after obtaining the in-
ternational badge in 2009. She 

is classified as the most promi-
nent referee in football at the 
present time, to enter history 
again, after being selected to ar-
bitrate in the Qatar World Cup.

Frapart took charge of the 
Women’s European Cup semi-
final match in 2017 between the 
host Netherlands and England, 
in addition to the 2012 Euro-
pean Under-19 Championship 
final in turkey. And in 2019 she 
became the first woman to lead 
a men’s match in the French 
first league, during a match be-
tween Amiens and Strasbourg. 

Stephanie in 2019 was also ap-
pointed by the European Foot-
ball Association (UEFA) to man-
age the UEFA Super Cup match 
between Liverpool and Chelsea 
in istanbul, turkey.

Referee Yoshimi Yamash-
ita is the first professional ref-
eree from Japan to have been 
among the match officials for 
the 2019 Women’s World Cup. 
She had scored an achievement 
in her career with arbitration, 
after she became the first ref-
eree to run a match in the Japa-
nese Premier League for men’s 

soccer.
Salima Mukansanga, one of 

three women referees selected 
to officiate the FiFA 
World Cup to be host-
ed by Qatar, is also the 
first African woman 
to officiate at a men’s 
football event. She is 
a FiFA registered 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
referee since 
2012, and was 
responsible for 
the 2019 FiFA 
Women’s World 
Cup in France.

in 2022, she 

became the first woman to 
referee the African Cup of Na-
tions, and led a team consist-
ing of Fatiha Jarmoumi from 
Morocco, Karen Atemzapong 
from cameroon, and Bouchra 
Karboubi from Morocco as a 
referee. She also managed sev-
eral matches in the Olympics, 
the Women’s World Cup, and 
the AFCON for women, and 
the CAF Champions League for 
women.

Women athletes face great 
difficulties in terms of number 
and participation in interna-
tional events and tournaments, 
but in the Arab region, social, 
cultural and religious obstacles 

stand in the way of many who 
try to progress and excel 

in sports and confront 
but and social discrimi-
nation.

Qatar as a host na-
tion has therefore 

contributed a great 
deal in supporting 

women in sport 
with the inclu-
sion of women 
referees at FiFA 

World Cup 2022.

Vinay nayudu
Doha

AMONg the scores of inter-
national football fans trav-
elling to Al Mansoura last 
week were a Polish father-
daughter duo who looked a 

bit anxious while waiting to 
get into a train at the Metro 
station at Al Bidda.

A quick chat and they 
turned out to be warm and 
friendly. “Oh, we are return-
ing from the Netherlands-
Ecuador match at the Khal-
ifa international Stadium, 
but we now waiting for the 
Poland-Saudi Arabia match 
(played on Saturday), and 
we also eager for Robert Le-
wandowski to score but af-
ter what Saudi Arabia did 
against Argentina we are a bit 
concerned,” said Rafael Sien-
kiewicz from New York.

Rafael and his daughter 
Kyra were in Qatar for the 
FiFA World Cup 2022 for a 
total of five days, and had all 
their wishes fulfilled.

Back home on Sunday, 
Rafael connected with Qatar 
tribune to share his and his 
daughter’s thoughts of their 
great trip to a “great place.” 

“We just can’t get over 
it.” 

to begin with, “We saw 
first historic Robert Le-

wandowski’s goal live at the 
stadium and now two days 
later i’m still trying to get my 
voice back cheering so loud 
at the game,” said Rafael.

he and his daughter 
watched the following 
matches: Poland vs Mexico; 
Spain vs Costa Rica; Neder-
lands vs Ecuador; and Po-
land vs Saudi Arabia.

But while football 
thrilled them, they said be-
ing in Qatar itself was sim-
ply wonderful. “We love 
different cultures and enjoy 
travel. the plan is follow 

your team around the world 
every two years if they qual-
ify for World Cup or Euros). 
the host always changes our 
new travel location.” 

When the two were walk-
ing to their Somerset Al 
Mansoura ‘residence’ from 
the station, Kyra kept guid-
ing her father. “Keep straight 
now, from the roundabout 
we turn left and go past the 
park.” She seemed to know 
her way like the back of her 
hand. 

“You know, this place is 
so cool and so proper that 

i feel quite safe. i am 
quite liking it here,” 
said Kyra. 

the father and 
daughter explored 

Qatar as much as they 
could in five days. they went 
desert duning, visited the 
National Museum of Qatar 
(NMOQ), attended the Fan 
Festivals at Corniche and 
near Villagio Mall, Souq Wa-
qif, and spent a lot of time at 
the Katara Cultural Village 
as well.

And this is what they had 
to say: “the people were very 
welcoming and accommo-
dating, they were happy to 
assist us with any questions. 
We felt safe. that mattered 
because it was the first time 
we were in the Middle East 
visiting firm New York City. 

We found Doha “dressed” for 
the World Cup. Anywhere 
we went, we felt the World 
Cup vibe as flags and fans 
celebrated their teams in fan 
zones. 

“We embraced the cul-
ture and visited some amaz-
ing architectural buildings 
to learn more: the National 
Museum of Qatar designed 
as the splendid Desert Rose, 
Souq Waqif and the Katara 
Cultural Village (amazing 
places to meet people of the 
world),” said Rafael. 

“We loved the modern 
and unique downtown build-
ings that made beautiful 

backdrop to the fan zones. 
We enjoyed food from Leba-
non, turkey and other Arabic 
countries. We didn’t have a 
bad meal. We had to do your 
typical tourist fun day as we 
rode camels and went to de-
sert to 4x4 dune bashing and 
swim in gulf sea. Very unique 
and amazing experience we 
will never forget,” Rafael and 
his daughter Kyra recounted.

More on their footballing 
experience, they said, “We 
experienced amazing, unique 
stadiums. We met and spoke 
to people from all over the 
world who came to celebrate 
football and who came to 
support their participating 
teams in the biggest celebra-
tion of the beautiful game. 

“An interesting meeting 
we had was with two young 
ladies from Jordan at the 
fan zones who spoke about 
culture and as we came from 
two different yet realized how 
much we are the same,” said 
Rafael.

Unable to take their mind 
off Qatar, Rafael, who is 
back to work in New York, 
and Kyra at school, are tell-
ing everyone what a wonder-
ful experience they had. “Oh 
now we telling everyone to go 
to Doha!”

“We made some memo-
ries that will last a lifetime 
which is most important for 
me and my daughter,” said 
Rafael.

With Saudi Arabia fans at Souq Waqif.

Yamashita Yoshimi, Salima Mukansanga and Stephanie Frappart are among the 36 referees officiating at 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. They are joined by Neuza Back of Brazil, Mexico’s Karen Diaz Medina and  
American Kathryn Nesbitt who are doing duties at the World Cup as three of 69 assistant referees.

We embraced the culture 
and visited some amazing 
architectural buildings 
(besides the superb 
stadiums).
Rafael Sienkiewicz

The fact that women are 
officiating for the first time 
at a men’s World Cup is a 
sign to other people that 
women’s potential is always 
growing and that is 
something I also feel 
strongly about.
Yamashita Yoshimi

Polish team fans 
from New York 

just can’t get over 
their trip to Doha

At the National 
Museum of 
Qatar.

Rafael and Kyra  
Sienkiewicz during the 
Poland-Saudi Arabia 
match at the Education 
City Stadium on  
November 26, 2022.

Qatar,
Lewandowski 

World Cup goal take 

father-daughter
 duo into 

another world


